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NOTICE  TO  THIS  EDITION. 


ft 

The  Publisher  of  the  * Haud-book  for  Travellers  in  Spain  ’ requests  that 
travellers  vrho  may,  in  the  use  of  the  Work,  detect  any  faults  or  omissions 
■which  they  can  correct  from  personal  knowledge,  will  have  the  kindness  to  mark 
them  down  on  the  spot  and  communicate  to  him  a notice  of  the  same,  favouring 
him  at  the  same  time  with  their  names — addressed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Murray, 
Albemarle  Street  They  may  be  reminded  that  by  such  communications  they 
are  not  merely  furnishing  the  means  of  improving  the  Hand-book,  but  are  con- 
tributing to  the  benefit,  information,  and  comfort  of  future  travellers  in  gene- 
ral ; and  particularly  in  regard  to  Spain,  which  just  now  is  in  a state  of  transition, 
change,  and  progress. 

*»*  No  attention  can  be  paid  to  letters  from  innkeepers  in  praise  of  their 
own  houses;  and  the  postage  of  them  is  so  onerous  that  they  cannot  be 
received. 

Caution  to  Tra\  eluf.ks — By  a recent  Act  of  Parliament  the  introduction 
into  England  of  foreign  pirated  Editions  of  the  works  of  British  authors,  in 
which  the  copyright  subsists,  is  totally  prohibited.  Travellers  will  therefore 
bear  in  mind  that  even  a single  copy  is  contraband,  and  is  liable  to  seizure  at 
the  English  Custom-house. 

Caution  to  Innkeepers  and  otheks. — The  Editor  of  the  Iland-books  has 
learned  from  various  quarters  that  a person  or  persons  have  of  late  been 
extorting  money  from  innkeepers,  tradespeople,  artists,  and  others,  on  the  Con- 
tinent, under  pretext  of  procuring  recommendations  and  favourable  notices  of 
them  and  their  establishments  in  the  Hand-books  for  Travellers.  The  Editor, 
therefore,  thinks  proper  to  warn  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  recommenda- 
tions in  the  Hand-books  are  not  to  be  obtained  by  purchase,  and  that  the 
persons  alluded  to  are  not  only  unauthorised  by  him,  but  are  totally  unknown 
to  him.  All  those,  therefore,  who  put  confidence  in  such  promises  may  rest 
assured  that  they  will  be  defrauded  of  their  money  without  attaining  their 
object. — 1847. 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 


Tue  first  edition  of  two  thousand  copies  having  been  rapidly  exhausted  by 
the  favour  of  readers  at  home,  especial  pains  have  been  taken  to  render  this 
second  one  acceptable  to  travellers  abroad.  Deferring  to  the  wishes  of  the 
experienced  publisher,  the  whole  work  has  been  carefully  re-modelled  and 
reduced  into  one  volume,  as  being  more  convenient  for  stowage  and  refer- 
ence on  the  road  than  two.  In  order  to  introduce  much  new  matter,  lor 
furnishing  portions  of  which  all  gratitude  is  due  to  kind  friends  and  stran- 
gers, it  has  been  necessary  to  cancel  many  pages  eff  what,  strictly  speak- 
ing, might  be  considered  extraneous  in  an  ordinary  Hand-Book,  although 
permissible  in  an  attempt  for  the  first  time  to  furnish  an  authentic  guide  for 
a vast  and  little  understood  country,  in  which  the  scantiest  information  is 
seldom  to  be  obtained  on  the  spot.  Some  of  these  hors-d'oeuvres  have  been 
thrown  together  into  ‘ Gatherings  from  Spain,’  which  may  form  a cheap 
and  commodious  companion  to  this  volume.  Thus  tomes  change  with 
times,  and  the  ponderous  is  scheduled  away  with  the  post-waggon : literature 
keeps  pace  with  locomotion,  and  those  who  read  as  they  run  by  rail  and 
steam,  must  and  will  have  their  food  for  body  and  mind  conveyed  per 
express,  and  condensed  and  portable  as  soup.  And  now,  gentle  traveller, 
that  you  can  take  this  work  in  one  hand,  as  recommended  by  the  Spaniard 
Martial  (i.  iv.)  and  the  English  Rambler,  may  it  tend  to  smooth  thy  path  in 
Spain  by  diminishing  difficulties,  increasing  facilities,  and  by  combining 
amusement  with  information.  Bear,  therefore,  with  the  author  and  his 
book  : — 

Be  to  their  merits  ever  kind, 

And  to  their  faults  a little  blind. 

Vive  valeque! 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


Of  the  many  misrepresentations  regarding  Spain,  few  have  been  more  systema- 
tically circulated  than  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  are  there  supposed  to 
beset  the  traveller.  This,  the  most  romantic  and  peculiar  country  in  Europe, 
may  in  reality  be  visited  throughout  its  length  and  breadth  with  ease  and  safety, 
for  travelling  there  is  no  worse  than  it  was  in  France  or  Italy  in  1814,  before 
English  example  forced  improvements.  Still  the  great  desideratum  is  a practical 
Hand-book,  as  the  national  Guias  are  unsatisfactory,  since  few  Spaniards  travel 
in  their  own  country,  and  fewer  travel  out  of  it;  thus,  with  limited  means  of 
comparison,  they  cannot  appreciate  differences,  nor  know  what  are  the  wants 
and  wishes  of  a foreigner.  Accordingly  in  their  Guides,  usages,  ceremo- 
nies, &c.,  which  are  familiar  to  themselves  from  childhood,  are  often  passed 
over  without  notice,  although,  from  their  novelty  to  the  stranger,  they  are 
exactly  what  he  most  desires  to  have  pointed  out  and  explained.  Nay,  the 
natives  frequently  despise  or  are  ashamed  of  those  very  things  which  the  most 
interest  and  charm  the  foreigner,  for  whose  observation  they  select  the  new 
rather  than  the  old,  and  especially  their  poor  pale  copies  of  Europe,  in  prefer- 
ence to  their  own  rich  and  racy  originals.  Again,  the  oral  information  which 
is  to  be  obtained  from  the  parties  on  the  spot  is  generally  still  more  meagre ; 
and  as  these  incurious  semi-orientals  look  with  jealousy  on  the  foreigner  who 
observes  or  questions,  they  either  fence  with  him  in  their  answers,  raise  diffi- 
culties, or,  being  highly  imaginative,  magnify  or  diminish  everything  as  best 
suits  their  own  views  and  suspicions.  The  national  expressions  “ Quien  sale  ? 
ho  se  sabe,” — “ who  knows  ? I do  not  know,”  will  often  be  the  prelude  to  “ No 
se  puede,” — “ it  can’t  be  done.” 

This  Hand-book  attempts  to  show  what  may  be  known  and  what  may  be 
done  in  Spain,  with  the  least  difficulty  and  the  most  satisfaction.  With  this 
view,  the  different  modes  of  travelling  by  land  or  water,  and  the  precautions 
necessary  to  be  taken  to  insure  comfort  and  security,  are  first  pointed  out  in 
the  Introduction.  The  Provinces  are  then  described  one  after  another.  The 
principal  lines  of  high  roads,  cross-communications,  names  of  inns,  and  quality 
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PREFACE  TO  THE  FIR8T  EDITION. 


of  accommodation,  are  detailed,  and  the  best  seasons  of  the  year  for  exploring 
each  route  suggested.  Plans  of  tours,  general  and  special,  are  drawn  up,  and 
the  best  lines  laid  down  for  specific  and  specified  objects.  The  peculiarities  of 
every  district  and  town  are  noticed,  and  a short  account  given  of  the  local 
antiquities,  religion,  art,  scenery,  and  manners.  Thus  this  work,  the  fruit 
of  many  years’  wandering  in  the  Peninsula,  is  an  humble  attempt  to  furnish 
iu  the  smallest  compass  the  greatest  quantity  of  useful  and  entertaining  infor- 
mation, whether  for  the  traveller  in  the  country  itself  or  for  the  reader  at  home. 
Those  things  which  every  one  when  on  the  spot  can  see  with  his  own  eyes, 
such  as  scenery,  pictures,  &c.,  are  seldom  described  minutely ; stress  is  laid 
upon  what  to  observe,  leaving  it  to  the  spectator  to  draw  his  own  conclusions ; 
nor  is  everything  that  can  be  seen  set  down,  but  only  what  is  really  worth  see- 
ing,— nec  omnia  diceutur  (as  Pliny  says,  ‘ Natural  History,’  xiv.  2),  sedmaxime 
insignia. 

The  philosophy  of  Spain  and  Spaniards,  and  what  is  to  be  known,  not  seen, 
have  never  been  neglected;  therefore  dates,  names,  facts,  and  everything  are 
mentioned  by  which  local  interest  may  be  enhanced.  Curiosity  is  awakened, 
rather  than  exhausted ; for  to  do  that  would  require  many  more  such  volumes 
as  this.  But  as  next  to  knowing  a thing  oneself,  is  the  knowing  where  to  find 
it,  the  best  writers  and  sources  of  fuller  information  are  cited,  from  whence 
future  and  more  competent  authors  may  fill  up  this  skeleton  framework,  whilst 
an  exact  reference  to  the  highest  authorities  on  every  nice  occasion  offers  a 
better  guarantee  of  accuracy  than  the  mere  unsupported  statement  of  any 
individual. 

In  Spain,  some  few  large  cities  excepted,  libraries,  newspapers,  cicerones, 
and  those  resources  which  so  much  assist  the  traveller  in  other  countries  of 
Europe,  are  among  the  things  that  are  not ; therefore  the  provident  traveller 
should  carry  in  his  saddle-bags  food  both  for  mind  and  body,  a supply  of  what 
he  can  read  and  eat,  in  the  destitute  veutas  of  this  hungry  land  of  the  unin- 
formed. Again,  as  Spain  and  Spaniards  are  comparatively  so  little  understood, 
some  departure  has  been  made  from  the  preceding  Hand-books  which  have 
described  countries  familiar  to  all.  A little  more  is  now  aimed  at  than  a mere 
book  of  roads,  or  description  of  the  husk  of  the  country.  To  see  the  cities,  and 
know  the  minds  of  men,  has  been,  since  the  days  of  the  Odyssey,  the  object  of  travel ; 
but  how  difficult  is  it,  in  the  words  of  “ the  Duke  ” (Disp_,  Dec.  13,  1810),  “ to 
understand  the  Spaniards  exactly  1”  Made  up  of  contradictions,  they  dwell  in 
the  land  of  the  unexpected,  le  pays  de  I'imprdou,  where  exception  is  the  rule, 
where  accident  and  the  impulse  of  the  moment  are  the  moving  powers,  and 
where  men,  especially  in  their  collective  capacity,  act  like  women  and  children. 
A spark,  a trifle,  sets  the  impressionable  masses  in  action,  and  none  can  foresee 


Digitized  by  Google 


PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 


XI 


the  commonest  event;  nor  does  any  Spaniard  ever  attempt  to  guess  beyond  la 
situation  actual,  or  to  foretell  what  the  morrow  will  bring  : that  he  leaves  to 
the  foreigner,  who  does  not  understand  him.  Paciencia  y barajar  is  his  motto ; 
and  he  waits  patiently  to  see  what  next  will  turn  up  after  another  shuffle,  for 
his  creed  and  practice  are  “ Resignation,”  the  Islam  of  the  Oriental. 

The  key  to  decypher  this  singular  people  is  scarcely  European,  since  this 
Berberia  Cristiana  is  at  least  a neutral  ground  between  the  hat  and  the  turban, 
and  many  contend  that  Africa  begins  even  at  the  Pyrenees.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
Spain,  first  civilised  by  the  Phoenicians,  and  long  possessed  by  the  Moors,  has 
indelibly  retained  the  original  impressions.  Test  her,  therefore,  and  her  natives 
by  an  Oriental  standard,  how  analogous  does  much  appear  that  is  strange  and 
repugnant,  if  compared  with  European  usages  1 This  land  and  people  of  routine 
and  habit  are  also  potted  for  antiquarians,  for  here  Pagan,  Roman,  and  Eastern 
customs,  long  obsolete  elsewhere,  turn  up  at  every  step  in  church  and  house,  in 
cabinet  and  campaign,  as  we  shall  carefully  point  out. 

Again,  here  are  those  seas  which  reflect  the  glories  of  Drake,  Rooke,  and 
Nelson,  and  those  plains  that  are  hallowed  by  the  victories  of  the  Black  Prince, 
Stanhope,  and  Wellington ; and  what  English  pilgrim  will  fail  to  visit  such 
sites,  or  be  dead  to  the  religio  loti  which  they  inspire  ? And  where  better  than 
on  the  scenes  themselves  can  be  read  the  great  deeds  of  our  soldiers  and  sailors, 
their  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  the  genius,  mercy,  and  integrity  of  their 
immortal  chiefs,  which  will  be  here  faithfully  yet  not  boastir^gly  recorded? 

But  the  mirror  that  shall  truly  reflect  Spain  and  her  things,  her  glories  and 
shame,  must  disclose  a chequered  picture  in  which  dark  shadows  will  contrast 
with  bright  lights,  and  the  evil  clash  with  the  good ; sad  indeed  will  be  many  a 
page ; alas ! for  the  works  of  ages  of  piety,  science,  and  fine  art,  trampled  down  by 
the  Vandal  heel  of  destroyers,  foreign  and  domestic,  who  have  left  a deep  foot- 
print, and  set  a brand  which  will  pain  the  scholar,  the  artist,  and  the  philan- 
thropist If  however,  inexorable  history  forbids  the  total  concealment  of  such 
crimes  and  culprits,  far  more  pleasant  has  been  the  duty  of  dwelling  on  achieve- 
ments of  skill  and  valour,  of  pointing  out  the  many  beauties  and  excellences  of 
this  highly  favoured  land,  and  of  enlarging  on  the  generous,  manly,  and  inde- 
pendent People  of  Spain  (see  Index).  A distinction  has  always  been  drawn 
between  the  noble  and  brave  Nation  at  large  and  those  unworthy  individuals 
who,  by  means  of  vicious  institutions,  have  endeavoured  to  depress  its  best 
energies ; for  the  thing  wanting  to  the  vigorous  members  of  the  political  body 
in  Spain  is  a Head. 

In  presenting  these  and  other  things  of  Spain,  let  not  any  occasional  repeti- 
tion be  imputed  to  carelessness  or  tautology,  for  matter  descriptive  and  critical 
more  than  sufficient  to  have  made  another  volume  has  been  cancelled  in  order 
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to  economise  space,  already  too  confined  for  so  large  a subject.  By  repetition 
alone  are  impressions  made  and  fixed ; and  as  no  hand-book  is  ever  read  through 
continuously,  each  page  should  in  some  wise  tell  its  own  story ; and  when  so 
many  sites  have  witnessed  similar  events,  the  narrative  and  deductions  cannot 
materially  differ.  References  will,  however,  frequently  be  made  to  analogous 
points ; and  the  bulk  of  information  on  any  given  subjects,  purposely  scattered 
in  these  pages,  will  be  brought  together  under  distinct  heads  in  the  Index,  to 
which  the  reader  is  entreated  to  refer  when  any  word  or  fact  seems  to  require 
explanation. 
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I. — Spain  and  Spaniards. 

^ Spain,  as  it  looks  on  the  map,  appears  to  be  a square  and  most  compact  king- 
dom, and  it  is  convenient  to  politicians  and  geographers  to  treat  it  and  its 
inhabitants  as  one  and  the  same ; practically,  however,  nothing  can  be  more 
untrue  as  regards  either  the  earth,  air,  or  mortals  of  the  different  heterogeneous 
portions  of  which  this  conventional  whole  is  composed.  Peninsular  man  has 
everywhere  followed  the  nature  by  which  he  is  surrounded;  mountains  and 
rivers  have  dislocated,  walled,  and  moated  the  land;  clouds,  snows,  and 
suns  have  diversified  the  heaven : hence,  soil,  sky,  and  people,  in  each  of  the 
once  independent  provinces  now  loosely  bound  together  by  one  golden  hoop, 
the  crown  of  Castile,  have  its  own  particular  character.  The  climate  and  pro- 
ductions vary  no  less  than  do  language,  costume,  aud  manners ; and  as  each 
item  has  a tendency  to  repel,  rather  than  attract  its  neighbour,  isolation,  divi- 
sion, and  localism  have,  from  time  immemorial  down  to  the  present,  formed  a 
marked  national  feature.  Spaniards  may  talk  and  boast  of  their  country,  their 
patria,  but  like  unamalgamating  Germans,  they  have  no  real  Fatherland ; 
every  single  individual  in  his  heart  really  only  loving  his  native  province,  and 
only  considering  as  his  fellow-countryman  su  paisano — a most  binding  and 
endearing  word — one  born  in  the  same  locality  as  himself ; hence  it  is  not  easy 
to  predicate  much,  or  lay  down  rules  in  regard  to  Spain  and  Spaniards  in 
general,  which  will  hold  good  as  to  each  separate  portion.  Espatiolismo  may, 
however,  be  said  to  consist  in  a love  for  a common  faith  and  king,  and  in  a 
coincidence  of  hatred  against  all  foreign  dictation.  These  deep  sentiments  of 
religion,  loyalty,  and  independence,  noble  characteristics  indeed,  have,  it  must 
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be  confessed,  been  wofully  sapped  in  our  times  by  the  fatal  influence  of  “ the 
neighbour.” 

In  order  to  assist  strangers  in  understanding  the  Peninsula  and  its  people, 
some  preliminary  remarks  are  prefixed  to  each  section  or  province,  in  which 
the  leading  characteristics  of  nature  and  man  are  pointed  out.  Two  general 
observations  may  be  premised.  First.  Of  the  ppople  of  Spain,  the  so-called 
Lower  Orders  are  far  superior  to  those  who  arrogate  to  themselves  the  title  of 
being  their  Betters.  The  masses,  the  least  spoilt  and  the  most  national,  stand 
erect  like  a pillar  amid  ruins,  and  on  them  the  edifice  of  Spain’s  greatness  is — 
if  ever — to  be  reconstructed.  This  reversal  of  the  social  pyramid  has  arisen,  in 
this  land  of  anomalies,  from  the  peculiar  policy  of  government  in  church  and 
state;  the  possessors  of  religious  and  civil  monopolies  dreaded  knowledge  as 
power,  ana  therefore  pressed  heavily  on  the  noble  and  rich,  dwarfing  down 
their  bodies  by  intermarriages,  and  all  but  extinguishing  their  mind  by  inqui- 
sitions ; meanwhile  the  People,  safe  in  the  weakness  of  ignorance  and  obscurity 
of  poverty,  were  overlooked,  and  allowed  to  grow  out  like  a wild  weed  of  a 
rank  soil  to  their  full  growth.  They  have  long  enjoyed,  and  enjoy  under  the 
theory  of  a despotism,  a practical  and  personal  independence,  the  good  results 
of  which  are  evident  in  their  stalwart  frames  and  manly  bearing.  Secondly.  A 
wide  distinction  must  ever  be  made  between  the  Spaniard  in  his  individual  and 
collective  capacity,  and  still  more  in  an  official  one : taken  by  himself,  he  is 
true  and  valiant ; the  nicety  of  his  P undonor,  or  his  point  of  personal  honour,  is 
proverbial ; to  him  as  an  individual  you  may  safely  trust  your  life,  fair  fame,  and 
purse.  Yet  history,  treating  of  these  individuals  in  the  collective,  juntados, 
presents  the  foulest  examples  of  misbehaviour  in  the  field,  of  Punic  bad  faith 
in  the  cabinet,  of  cruelty  and  treachery  in  the  council  chamber.  This  lament- 
able change  for  the  worse  must  also  partly  be  ascribed  to  the  deteriorating 
influence  of  bad  government,  by  which  the  individual  Spaniard,  like  the  monk 
in  a convent,  becomes  fused  into  the  corporate.  The  atmosphere  to  which  he 
is  exposed  is  too  infectious  to  avoid  corruption  ; left  to  himself  he  feels  that  his 
character  is  in  safe  keeping  when  in  his  own  hands,  and  no  man  of  any  nation 
knows  better  how  to  uphold  it ; when  linked  with  others,  his  self-pride,  impatient 
of  any  superior,  lends  itself  readily  to  feelings  of  mistrust,  until  self-interest 
and  preservation  become  uppermost.  From  suspecting  that  he  will  be  sold  and 
sacrificed  by  others,  he  ends  by  floating  down  the  turbid  stream  like  the  rest ; 
yet  even  official  employment  does  not  quite  destroy  all  private  good  qualities, 
and  the  empleudo  may  be  appealed  to  as  an  individual. 

II. — Passports. 

A Passport,  that  curse  of  continental  travelling,  is  very  essential  in  Spain, 
and  should  be  always  kept  en  regie.  The  Spanish  ambassador  in  London  will 
not  grant  one  except  to  his  own  countrymen.  A passport  may  easily  be  obtained 
at  the  Foreign-office  in  Downing-street ; the  form  of  some  sort  of  recommenda- 
tion is  required,  and  for  this  document  the  heavy  charge  of  2 1.  7s.  6 d.  is  ex- 
acted, and  what  is  more  disgraceful,  the  import  is  expressed  in  the  French  lan- 
guage, whereby  the  real  country  of  the  bearer  is  exposed  in  Spain  to  be  mistaken, 
which,  besides  ruffling  his  temper,  often  subjects  him  to  suspicious  and  insult : 
the  object  and  essence  of  a passport  being  the  name  of  the  traveller,  all  the  rest 
is  mere  red-tapeism.  Surely  an  Englishman,  who  is  forced  to  pay,  might  be  per- 
mitted to  hoist  his  own  and  the  best  colours,  and  not  be  compelled  by  his  rulers 
to  sail  under  a hostile,  or  at  least  a doubtful  flag. 

A Foreign-office  passport  can  be  vised  in  London  by  the  Spanish  ambassador, 
and  as  he  superscribes  in  Spanish,  the  ill  effect  of  our  unfortunate  official  lan- 
guage is  somewhat  neutralised. 

Travellers  who  propose  taking  Portugal  in  their  way  to  Spain  may  obtain  a 
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passport  from  the  Portuguese  consul,  at  No.  5,  Jeffreys-square,  St.  Mary  Axe ; 
the  fee  is  five  shillings : this  passport  must  be  vise'd  at  Lisbon  by  the  English 
and  Spanish  ambassadors  previously  to  entering  Spain.  Those  who  enter  Spain 
from  Prance  must  have  their  passports  vise'd  at  Paris  by  the  Spanish  ambassador, 
and  at  Bayonne  by  the  Spanish  and  English  consuls ; the  latter  demanding  a fee, 
generally  half-a-crown,  “ according  to  act  of  parliament.” 

There  is,  moreover,  considerable  laxity  at  the  principal  sea-ports  of  Spain, 
where  foreigners  are  constantly  arriving;  and  many  persons,  especially  those 
engaged  in  commerce,  go  in  the  steamers  without  passports ; and  then,  if  they 
wish  to  travel  into  the  interior,  obtain  one  from  the  local  authorities,  which  is 
never  refused  when  applied  for  by  the  English  consul,  which,  as  it  is  expressed 
in  Spanish,  is  at  once  cheaper  and  better  than  the  Downing-street  un-English 
nondescript.  This  especially  holds  good  with  regard  to  those  who  visit  the 
coast  in  their  yachts,  or  in  ships  of  war.  Those  English  who  go  directly  to 
Gibraltar  require  no  passport ; and  when  starting  for  Spain  they  can  obtain  one 
either  from  the  English  governor  or  from  the  Spanish  governor  of  Algeciras  : 
both  of  these  require  to  be  vised  by  the  Spanish  consul  at  Gibraltar,  who 
demands  a trifling  fee. 

All  who  intend  travelling  with  fire-arms  should  have  the  circumstance  men- 
tioned on  their  passport  by  the  Spanish  official  at  starting,  when  it  is  vise'd  or  re - 
frendado.  And  it  is  as  well  to  have  specified  the  particular  objects  of  travel,  such 
as  botanising,  geologizing,  sketching,  &c..  as  nothing  creates  greater  suspicion 
or  jealousy  in  Spain  than  a stranger  making  drawings  or  writing  down  notes 
in  a book:  whoever  is  observed  “ sacandu  pianos,"  “ taking  plans,”  “ mapeando 
el  pais,"  “ mapping  the  country,” — for  such  are  the  expressions  for  the  simplest 
pencil  sketch — is  thought  to  be  an  engineer,  a spy,  and  at  all  events  about  no 
good.  This  Oriental  dislike  to  the  impertinente  curioso  tribe  has  been  much 
increased  by  the  circumstance  of  the  French  having,  previously  to  Buonaparte’s 
invasion,  sent  emissaries  in  the  guise  of  travellers,  to  obtain  such  information 
as  afterwards  facilitated  their  obtaining  possession  of  the  citadels,  treasures,  and 
pictures  of  their  deceived  ally.  (See  ‘ Gatherings.’) 

All  persons,  moreover,  should  carefully  avoid  evincing  particular  curiosity  in 
regard  to  military  matters,  fortresses,  arsenals,  barracks,  &c. ; and  should 
refrain  altogether  from  sketching  them,  which,  in  the  Draco  laws  of  Spain,  is 
of  itself  a very  serious  offence ; nor  indeed  are  these  objects  deserving  of 
notice,  being  always  hors-de- combat,  and,  as  the  Duke  said,  wanting  in  every- 
thing, and  at  the  critical  moment.” 

The  safest  plan  for  the  curious  is  not  only  to  have  the  object  of  his  travelling 
and  inquiries  clearly  explained  on  his  passport,  but  on  his  arrival  at  any  town, 
to  communicate  his  intention  of  drawing,  or  anything  else,  to  the  proper 
authority,  and  obtain  his  sanction.  At  Madrid,  if  application  be  made  through 
the  English  minister,  a special  permission  will  be  granted  from  the  Spanish 
government  for  drawing  generally  over  Spain.  Those  travellers  who  do  not 
go  directly  to  Madrid  will  seldom  have  much  difficulty,  and  still  less  if  mili- 
tary men,  in  obtaining  from  the  captain-genersfr  of  any  province  his  own  pass- 
port and  licence.  The  great  advantage  of  travelling  with  a captain-general’s 
passport  is,  that  it  is  expressed  in  the  Spanish  language,  which  everybody  under- 
stands, and  which  rouses  no  suspicions  like  one  couched  in  a foreign  tongue ; 
another  is,  that  it  is  the  military  document  of  the  great  military  officer,  under 
whose  especial  protection  all  foreigners  are  placed,  and  from  its  net  being  a 
civil  passport  it  need  not  be  presented  to  the  Alcaldes  and  civilian  officials  in 
the  smaller  towns  and  villages.  Again,  it  is  a sort  of  letter  of  recommendation 
to  all  other  officers  in  command  on  the  line  of  route,  on  whom  the  bearer 
should  call  the  first  thing,  as  when  once  a Spaniard’s  suspicions  are  disarmed, 
no  person  can  be  more  courteous  or  attentive. 

In  whatever  language  his  passport  be  couched,  let  every  Englishman,  like 
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honest  George  III.,  glory  everywhere  in  his  British  birthright,  and  proclaim 
it  loudly  and  with  thanks  to  God : Sehor,  gracias  a Dios,  sou  Caballero  Ingles. 
Again,  as  the  thing  cannot  be  avoided,  he  should  early  form  the  habit  of 
everywhere  inquiring,  the  very  Jirst  thing  on  arrival,  what  steps  are  necessary 
to  be  taken  in  regard  to  his  passport  ana  police  regulations.  Those  about  to 
reside  any  lengthened  time  in  any  city  are  obliged  to  have  a carta  de  seguridad, 
a carte  de  surete,  or  a “ cedula  de  pennanencia,”  a permission  to  reside,  which 
is  granted  by  the  police  for  a certain  time,  and  renewable  at  its  expiration : 
when  actually  travelling,  the  passport  is  generally  required  to  be  signed  every 
night.  It  sometimes  will  occur  that  travellers  pass  the  night  at  some  solitary 
“ ventorillo,”  or  “ cortijo,”  farm-house:  under  these  circumstances  it  is  as  well 
to  viser  or  refrendar  the  passport  themselves,  and  get  any  of  the  inmates  to  sign 
it.  The  habit  once  established  of  complying  with  these  forms  of  police  regula- 
tions, will  practically  give  little  trouble,  and  will  obviate  a world  of  vexation, 
inconvenience,  and  loss  of  time.  The  necessary  formalities  are  soon  done ; and 
usually  great  civility  is  shown  by  the  authorities  to  those  travellers  who  will 
wait  upon  them  in  person,  which  is  not  always  required.  The  Spaniards,  who 
are  not  to  be  driven  with  a rod  of  iron,  may  be  led  by  a straw,  and  in  no 
country  is  more  to  lie  obtained  by  the  cheap  outlay  of  courtesy  in  manner  and 
speech,  “ cortesia  de  boca  mucho  vale  y poco  cuesta.’’  As  a general  rule,  the 
utmost  care  should  be  taken  of  this  passport,  since  the  loss  of  it  naturally 
subjects  the  stranger  to  every  sort  of  suspicion,  and  may  cause  him  to  be  placed 
under  the  surveillance  of  the  police.  It  should  be  carried  about  the  person 
when  travelling,  as  it  is  liable  constantly  to  be  called  for : to  prevent  it  from 
being  worn  out,  it  is  advisable  to  have  it  laid  down  on  fine  lmen,  and  then 
bound  into  a small  pocket-book,  and  a number  of  blank  leaves  attached,  on 
which  signatures  may  be  written. 

I II.— Custom-Houses. 

Akin  to  the  nuisance  of  passports  is  that  of  the  custom-house  officers  and 
receivers  of  the  derechos  de  puerta,  or  dues  levied  at  city-gates  on  comestibles  de 
boca — articles  of  eating  ana  drinking.  From  the  number  of  the  employed  it 
would  seem  that  every  province  and  town  in  Spain  was  at  war  with,  or  foreign 
to  its  neighbour.  No  prudent  traveller  will  ever  risk  his  ease  and  security  by 
carrying  any  prohibited  goods  with  him.  The  objects  most  searched  for  are 
sealed  letters  and  tobacco : if  the  lover  of  oigars  has  a considerable  stock  with 
him  (a  pound  or  so  may  pass),  he  is  advised  to  declare  it  at  once,  pay  the  duty, 
and  obtain  a guia,  or  permit,  which  exempts  him  from  further  molestation. 
Bound  books,  libros  encuademados,  are  forbidden,  and  the  backs  are  liable  to  be 
torn  off ; books,  however,  in  boards,  en  rustica,  are  admissible.  English  fire- 
arms and  gunpowder  are  altogether  prohibited.  Sportsmen,  how'ever,  who 
enter  Spain  from  Gibraltar  may  manage  to  introduce  their  own  guns  and 
ammunition. 

As  the  Aduaneros,  liesguarddt,  y Carabineros — the  custom-house  officers  and 
preventive  service — have  a right  to  examine  baggage,  it  is  of  no  use  either  to 
resist  or  lose  time  and  temper ; much  more  may  be  done  by  good  humour, 
patience,  civility,  and  a cigar ; but  the  grandest  panacea  is  a judicious  applica- 
tion of  cash  : those,  therefore,  who  prefer  their  peace  to  pesetas,  will  pay  with 
both  hands.  The  official  ophthalmia  created  by  an  apposite  sprinkle  of  gold- 
dust  is  marvellous  in  its  rapidity  and  completeness,  and  the  examination  ends  in 
being  a mere  farce.  These  empleados  have  been  defined  to  be  gentlemen,  who, 
under  the  pretence  of  searching  portmanteaus,  take  money  on  the  highway  with- 
out incurring  the  disgrace  of  begging  or  the  danger  of  robbing;  and  practically 
they  worry  honest  travellers  who  won’t  pay  them  as  much  as  they  facilitate  those 
who  will.  The  bribe  must  be  administered  with  some  tact,  as  a “ propina  para 
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echar  vn  tragvito ,”  a something  to  drink  your  health  with,  &c.  However,  there 
is  no  great  difficulty  in  the  matter,  for  where  there  is  a will  on  one  side  to  give, 
there  is  a reciprocal  desire  on  the  other  to  receive,  and  the  itching  palm  expands 
and  contracts  by  instinct  to  the  soothing  and  sovereign  ointment. 

IV. — Spanish  Monet. 

Our  advice  coincides  with  that  of  the  roguish  Ventero  to  Don  Quixote  and  of 
honest  lago  in  Othello,  “ put  money  in  thy  purse,”  as  it  is  the  primum  mobile  in 
all  coscls  de  Espafia.  With  few  exceptions  the  currency  consists  of  specie, 
copper,  silver,  and  gold.  Accounts  are  usually  kept  in  reals,  reales  de  vellon. 

Copper  Moneys — “Monedas  de  Cobre.” — The  lowest  in  denomination  is  the 
ancient  maravedi.  It  at  present  is  almost  an  imaginary  coin,  of  which  about 
fourteen  and  a fraction  make  an  English  penny.  The  common  Spanish  copper 
coins  are  the 

Maravedi,  of  which  34  make  the  real. 

Ochavo  — 2 maravedis. 

Cnarto  — 4 „ 

Dos  cuartos  = 8 „ 

As  a general  rule,  the  traveller  may  consider  the  “ cnarto”  as  equivalent  to  a 
French  sou,  and  something  less  than  our  English  halfpenny,  and  the  smallest 
coin  likely  to  come  much  under  his  observation.  Those  below  it,  which  are  in 
value  fractions  of  farthings,  have  hardly  any  defined  form  ; indeed,  among  the 
lower  classes  every  bit  of  copper  in  the  shape  of  a coin  passes  for  money. 


Silver  Coins — “ Monedas  de  Plata  ” — are 
The  Ileal  1 2 

4 

10 

20 

Dos  reales  1 

2 

5 

10 

Peseta 

I 

2i 

5 

Medio  Duro 

1 

2 

' Duro 

1 

The  real  is  worth  somewhat  more  than  twopence  farthing ; the  dos  reales,  or 
two  reals,  somewhat  less  than  fivepence,  and  may  be  considered  as  equivalent 
to  the  half-franc,  and  representing  in  Spain  the  sixpence  in  England.  The 
peseta  comes  very  nearly  to  the  French  franc.  Of  these  and  the  “ dos  reales  ” 
the  traveller  should  always  take  a good  supply,  for,  as  the  Scotchman  said  of 
sixpences,  “ they  are  canny  little  dogs,  and  often  do  the  work  of  shillings.”  The 
half-dollar  varies,  according  to  the  exchange,  between  two  shillings  and  half  a 
crown.  The  dos  reales,  the  peseta,  the  half-dollar,  and  dollar,  are  the  most 
convenient  pieces  of  Spanish  silver  money. 

The  dollar  of  Spain  is  well  known  all  over  the  world,  being  the  form  under 
which  silver  has  been  generally  exported  from  the  Spanish  colonies  of  South 
America.  It  is  the  Italian  “ colonato,”  so  called  because  the  arms  of  Spain  are 
supported  between  the  two  pillars  of  Hercules.  The  ordinary  Spanish  name  is 
“ duro.”  They  are  often,  however,  termed  in  banking  and  mercantile  transac- 
tions “ pesos fuertes,”  to  distinguish  them  from  the  imaginary  “peso"  or  smaller 
dollar  of  fifteen  reals  only,  of  which  the  peseta  is  the  diminutive. 

The  “ duro  ” in  the  last  century  was  coined  into  half-dollars,  quarter-dollars, 
and  halfquarter  dollars.  The  two  latter  do  not  often  occur;  they  may  be  dis- 
tinguished from  the  “ peseta  ” and  “ dos  reales  ” by  having  the  arms  of  Spain 
between  the  two  pillars,  which  have  been  omitted  in  recent  coinages;  their  frac- 
tional value  renders  them  inconvenient  to  the  traveller  until  perfectly  familiar 
with  Spanish  money.  The  quarter-dollar  is  worth  five  reals,  while  the  peseta  is 
only  worth  four;  the  half-quarter  dollar  is  worth  two  reals  and  a half,  while 
the  dos  reales  is  only  worth  two.  The  duro  in  accounts  is  generally  marked 
thus  0. 
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The  Gold  Coinage  is  magnificent.  The  largest  piece,  the  ounce,  “ onza,” 
is  generally  worth  more  than  3/.  6s.  The  different  coins  and  values  are 
simple. 

Duro  1 2 4 8 16 

Dos  duros  12  4 8 

Doblon  12  4 

Media-onza  1 2 

Onza  1 

The  ounce,  when  of  full  weight,  is  worth  sixteen  dollars ; but  the  value,  how- 
ever, of  any  individual  piece  is  very  uncertain,  since  these  large  coins  were 
mostly  struck  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  back,  and  are  much  worn  by  time,  and 
still  more  by  the  frequent  operation  of  sweating,  to  which  they  are  constantly 
exposed  at  home  and  abroad,  by  the  fraudulent.  They  in  consequence  are 
seldom  of  their  legal  weight  and  value : many  have  been  so  glaringly  and  evi- 
dently clipped  and  reduced,  that  no  one  will  take  them  at  more  than  fourteen 
dollars.  Those  which  are  under  legal  weight  ought  to  be  accompanied  with  a 
certificate,  wherein  is  stated  their  exact  diminished  weight  and  value.  This 
certificate  may  be  obtained  in  the  principal  towns  from  the  “ contraste,"  or  “Jiel 
medidor,"  the  person  who  is  legally  authorized  to  weigh  those  gold  coins  which 
are  supposed  to  be  light,  and  his  place  of  abode  is  well  known.  All  this,  how- 
ever, leads  to  constant  disputes  and  delays,  and  the  stranger  cannot  be  too 
cautious,  when  he  receives  money  from  Spanish  bankers  or  merchants,  to  see 
that  these  great  coins  are  of  correct  weight  It  is  better,  except  when  residing 
in  large  towns,  only  to  take  the  smaller  gold  coins,  to  which  objections  are  very 
seldom  raised.  The  traveller  who  is  about  to  leave  the  high  road  and  visit  the 
more  rarely  frequented  districts  and  towns,  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  any 
ounces  whatever ; for  when  these  broad  pieces  are  offered  for  payment  in  a 
small  village,  they  are  always  viewed  with  distrust,  and  are  most  difficult  to  be 
changed  ; while  with  the  smaller  ones  nothing  of  the  kind  occurs. 

Some  gold  coins  have  a narrow  thread  or  cord  stamped  round  them,  and  are 
then  termed  “de  premio."  They  have  a small  additional  value,  and  should  be 
avoided  by  the  traveller,  as  he  will  never  be  reminded  when  paying  them  away 
that  he  is  giving  more  than  he  ought.  These  coins,  in  common  with  all  which 
are  not  the  simplest  and  best  known,  only  entail  on  him  probable  loss  and  cer- 
tain trouble  in  adding  up  accounts  and  making  payments. 

There  are  two  imaginary  coins  with  which  old-fashioned  Spaniards  perplex 
strangers  when  naming  prices  or  talking  of  values,  just  as  is  done  with  our 
obsolete  guinea  : one  is  the  “ ducado,"  which  is  worth  eleveu  reals,  or  about  half 
our  crown ; the  other  is  the  “ peso,''  the  piastre,  which  is  worth  fifteen  reals,  and 
by  which,  although  imaginary,  the  exchange  on  England  is  still  regulated : 
thus  so  many  pence,  more  or  less,  as  the  rate  may  be  high  or  low,  are  reckoned 
as  equivalent  to  this  “peso:”  the  exchange  on  the  principal  cities  of  Europe  is 
generally  published  in  all  Spanish  newspapers.  Thirty-six  pence  is  considered 
to  lie  par,  or  48  for  the  dollar,  or  “ peso  fuerte,''  as  it  is  called,  to  distinguish  the 
whole  piece  from  the  smaller  one.  The  traveller  may  calculate  by  this  simple 
rule  how  much  he  ought  to  get  for  his  pound  sterling.  If  36  pence  will  produce 
15  reals,  how  many  reals  will  240  pence  give  ?— the  answer  is  100.  This  being 
a round  number  will  form  a sufficient  basis  for  one  newly  arrived  in  Spain  to 
regulate  his  financial  computation  : he  may  take  a hundred  reals  as  equivalent 
to  a pound  sterling,  although  he  will  be  most  fortunate  if  ever  he  gets  so  much, 
after  all  the  etceteras  of  exchange,  commission,  and  money-scrivening  are  de- 
ducted. The  usual  mode  of  drawing  on  England  is  by  bills  at  90  days  after 
sight,  at  a usance  and  half,  60  days  being  the  usance.  The  traveller  who  draws 
at  sight,  “ corto,”  or  at  shorter  dates,  or  a trienta  dins,”  at  30  days,  ought  in 
consequence  to  obtain  a more  favourable  rate  of  exchange. 
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In  the  passive  commerce  of  Spain  the  trade  of  banking  is  seldom  separated 
from  the  general  business  of  a merchant,  except  in  the  chief  towns;  among 
these  the  circular  notes  of  Messrs.  Herries  and  Farquhar,  St.  James’s  Street,  are 
negociable — at  Barcelona,  with  Josef  Hoca;  at  Bilbao,  with  Uhagon  y hijo;  at 
Cadiz,  with  Lonergan  Hermanos ; at  Corunna,  with  J.  F.  Barrie ; at  Madrid, 
with  H.  O’Shea  ana  Co. ; at  Malaga,  with  Hein  and  Co. ; at  Seville,  with 
Cahill,  White,  and  Beck ; at  Valencia,  with  White,  Llano,  and  Vague. 

The  traveller,  on  arriving  at  the  first  principal  city  on  his  projected  line  of 
tour,  should  draw  a sum  sufficient  to  carry  him  to  the  next  point,  where  he  can 
obtain  a fresh  supply ; and  in  order  to  prevent  accidents  on  the  road,  the  first 
banker  or  merchant  should  be  desired  to  furnish  smaller  letters  of  credit  on  the 
intermediate  towns.  Those  acquainted  with  the  mysteries  of  bills  and  ex- 
changes in  Londoo  may  frequently  obtain  paper  on  Spain  here,  by  which  a 
considerable  turn  of  the  market  may  l>e  made  in  Spain.  The  best  bills  are 
those  drawn  by  such  houses  as  Rothschilds,  Barings,  Gowers,  Gibbs,  Martinez, 
&c.  Of  foreign  coins,  the  five-franc  piece  is  by  far  the  best  known,  and  is  prac- 
tically current  for  nineteen  reals,  although  the  official  value  given  in  Spanish 
currency  for  this  and  other  foreign  moneys  is  somewhat  below  their  real  value, 
as  per  following  scales  : — 


The  Guinea  . 

ENGLISH  MONEY. 

Reals. 
— 100 

Maravedis. 

14 

Fractions  of 
Maravedis. 
0-63 

Sovereign 

. 

= 95 

21 

0*82 

Crown 

= 22 

1 

0*12 

Shilling 

• 

= 4 

13 

0’82 

The  old  Louis  d’Or 

TRENCH  MONEY. 

. = 91 

4 

• • 

Napoleon 

= 75 

30 

• • 

5-Franc  Piece 

= 18 

33 

• • 

2-Franc  Piece 

= 7 

20 

1-Franc 

= 3 

27 

i-Franc 

= 1 

30 

0-50 

It  is  by  far  the  best  to  come  provided  with  Spanish  dollars,  which  may 
always  be  procured  in  London  by  those  who  go  to  Spain  by  steam,  or  at  Ba- 
yonne by  those  who  enter  from  France. 

V. — Steam  Communications. 

The  whole  line  of  coast,  an  extent  of  nearly  GOO  leagues,  is  admirably  pro- 
vided with  steamers.  The  splendid  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Steam  Navigation 
Company,  which  takes  her  Majesty’s  mails  on  to  Malta  and  Alexandria,  offers 
a certain  and  regular  conveyance  from  London  to  Gibraltar.  To  secure  pas- 
sages and  to  obtain  information  of  every  kind,  applications  may  be  made  at  the 
Company’s  offices,  51,  St.  Mary  Axe,  and  44,  Regent-street,  Piccadilly,  London  ; 
at  No.  57,  High-street,  Southampton  ; or  of  Mr.  Sparkes,  or  Mr.  Hill,  Shipping 
Agent.  At  Corunna  to  E.  Santos,  Esq.,  H.  M.  Vice-Consul;  in  Vigo,  to  Leo- 
pold Menendez,  Esq.,  British  Consul ; in  Oporto,  to  Alexander  Miller,  Esq. ; in 
Lisbon,  to  Messrs.  J.  Vanzeller  and  Sons ; in  Cadiz,  to  Hijos  de  Zulueta ; in 
Gibraltar,  to  William  James  Smith,  Esq. 

There  are  two  branches  of  vessels:  those  which  sail  for  Alexandria  leave 
Southampton  on  the  3rd  and  30th  of  every  month ; those  which  only  go  to 
Gibraltar  leave  Southampton  at  2 f.m.  the  7th,  17th,  and  27th  of  every  mouth, 
except  when  these  dates  fall  on  Sundays,  then  they  sail  the  next  day. 
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HATES  OF  PASSAGE  MONEY. 

The  Steamers  do  not  call  at  Corunna  during  the  winter  months. 


First  Class. 


Second  Class. 


Passage. 

Steward's 

Fee. 

1 

Passage. 

Steward’s 

Fee. 

£. 

8 . 

d. 

s. 

d. 

c 

3. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Southampton  to  Corunna.  . . 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

7 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Vigo  .... 

12 

0 

0 

10 

0 

8 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Oporto  . . • 

13 

0 

0 

10 

0 

8 

15 

0 

5 

0 

Lisbon  . . . 

15 

0 

0 

10 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Cadiz  .... 

17 

10 

0 

10 

0 

H 

15 

0 

5 

0 

Gibraltar  . . 

19 

0 

0 

10 

0 

12 

1 

10 

0 

9 

0 

Children  uuder  ten  years  of  age,  if  with  the  parent,  half  the  above  rates ; 
under  three  years  of  age,  free.  The  fares  include  a liberal  table,  and  wines, 
for  first  cabin  passengers ; and  for  second  cabin  passengers,  provisions  without 
wines. 

Horses,  exclusive  of  Hogs,  oxclu- 
For  Carriages.  Fodder,  Attendance,  &c.  sive  of  Food. 

Freight  to  Lisbon  £12  12  . £10  10  . 15s. 

Ditto  Gibraltar  13  13  . 11  11  . 20s. 

Baggage. — Passengers  are  allowed  each  2 cwt.  of  personal  baggage ; all  above 
that  quantity  will  be  charged  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per  cubic  foot.  The  Company 
do  not  hold  themselves  liable  for  any  damage  or  loss  of  baggage,  nor  for  delays 
arising  from  accident,  or  from  extraordinary  or  unavoidable  circumstances ; or 
from  circumstances  connected  with  the  employment  of  the  vessels  in  Her 
Majesty’s  mail  service.  Each  vessel  carries  a medical  officer  approved  of  by 
government.  Experienced  and  respectable  female  attendants  for  the  ladies’ 
cabin.  Private  family  cabins  for  passengers,  if  required.  The  cabins  are  fitted 
with  bedding,  drawers,  and  every  requisite.  These  weekly  steamers  are  con- 
nected with  the  monthly  departure  for  India'viii  Alexandria : thus  passengers 
for  India,  who  desire  to  visit  the  interesting  scenery  of  the  W.  portion  of  Spain 
and  Portugal,  have  the  privilege,  free  of  additional  expense,  of  proceeding  in 
any  of  the  Company’s  weekly  Peninsular  mail  steamers,  and  may  thus  visit 
Vigo,  Oporto,  Lisbon,  and  Cintra,  Cadiz,  Seville,  Gibraltar,  Algeciras,  &c.,  join- 
ing the  India  mail  steamer  for  Malta  and  Alexandria  at  Gibraltar. 

The  time  required  for  the  voyage  of  course  depends  much  on  wind,  weather, 
and  season,  but  the  average  passages  may  be  taken  as  follows : — 


In  Summer. 

In  Wintib. 

Hours. 

Hours. 

Southampton  to  Corunna 

80  to  85 

No  call 

Corunna  to  Vigo 

16  to  20 

112 

Vigo  to  Oporto 

8 to  9 

11 

Oporto  to  Lisbon 

18  to  19 

22 

Lisbon  to  Cadiz 

27  to  31 

34 

Cadiz  to  Gibraltar 

7 to  10 

11 
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Spain. 

The  vessels  generally  remain  about  3 hours  at  Vigo,  1 ) off  Oporto,  24  at 
Lisbon,  and  3 at  Cadiz  ; Gibraltar  is  usually  reached  the  8th  day.  The  direct 
passage  is  however  accomplished  in  5 days  and  a half. 

The  steamers  on  their  arrival  at  Spanish  ports  are  soon  surrounded  with  boats 
to  convey  passengers  on  shore,  the  demands  of  the  unconscionable  crews  rising 
with  the  winds  and  waves ; a boatman’s  tariff  (see  p.  202)  has,  however,  been 
established,  and  the  word  itself  generally  settles  disputes. 

There  are  several  foreign  steamers  which  are  neither  such  good  sea  boats  nor 
so  regular  or  well  manned  as  their  English  competitors.  From  La  Teste,  near 
Bordeaux,  one  runs  to  San  Sebastian  and  Corunna  ; another,  destined  to  touch 
at  the  ports  between  San  Sebastian  and  Malaga,  was  established  at  the  latter 
place  by  the  late  wealthy  Heredia.  There  is  also  a regular  communication  be- 
tween Cadiz  and  Marseilles.  The  steamers  usually  remain  about  half  a day  at 
Alyeciras,  a whole  one  at  Malaga,  a few  hours  at  Almeria,  half  a day  each  at 
Cartagena  and  Alicante ; a whole  one  at  Valencia,  a few  hours  occasionally  at 
Tarragona,  two  days  at  Barcelona,  and  half  a one  at  Port  Vendres.  The  exact 
particulars,  times  of  sailing,  fares,  &c.  are  to  be  seen  in  every  inn  on  the  coast, 
or  may  be  ascertained  from  the  following  agents  : — Seville,  Don  Manuel  le  lloi. 
Cadiz,  Don  Antonio  Sicre,  Oneto  and  Co.,  Los  Senores  Retortillo.  Gibraltar, 
Los  Senores  Retortillo,  Jose  Abudarhain.  Malaga,  Don  Juan  Giro.  Juan 
Bautista  Bisso.  Almeria,  Don  Josd  Jover,  Jose  M.  Velasco.  Cartagena,  Don 
Nicolas  Biale.  Alicante,  Los  Senores  Diaz,  Wallace  and  Co.  Valencia,  Los 
Senores  White,  Llano  and  Co.,  A.  Scotto.  Barcelona,  Los  Senores  Martorell  y 
Bofill,  Faria  and  Co.  Port  Vendres,  Senor  A.  Debec.  Marseilles,  Monsieur 
T.  Perier.  Remember,  if  you  wish  to  forward  baggage  or  packages  by  these 
steamers,  to  have  them  very  carefully  directed  to  the  person  to  whom  they  are 
consigned,  and  to  take  a receipt  for  the  goods  and  forward  it  per  post  to  your 
correspondent,  desiring  him  to  send  for  the  articles  the  moment  th,e  steamer 
arrives,  or-they  will  either  be  left  on  board,  or  lost,  after  the  usual  fashion  of 
the  unbusinesslike,  pococurante  Mediterraneans. 

VI. — Travelling  by  Land — Roads — Posting — Post-Office — Mail- 
Coaches — Diligences — Coches  de  Colleras — Muleteers. 

One  word  first  as  to  the  roads.  There  are  eight  royal  roads,  caminos'  reales, 
carreteras  generates,  which  branch  forth  from  the  capital  like  spokes  of  a wheel, 
and  run  to  Irun,  Barcelona  by  Valencia,  Cadiz  by  Seville,  Granada,  La  Jtm- 
quera  by  Zaragoza,  Corunna,  Oviedo,  and  Portugal  by  Badajoz.  These  first- 
class  roads  are  also  called  Arrecijes,  the  Arabic  word  for  chaus&des,  causeways : 
they  are  made  on  the  Macadam  system,  and  since  the  death  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
have  got  much  out  of  order  from  want  of  repair.  Rains  and  traffic  have  worn 
away  the  surface  material,  and  thus  have  exposed  the  rough  substratum,  form- 
ing holes,  pushing  out  stones  and  rnalos  pasos,  by  which  coach-springs  are 
cracked  and  travellers’  bones  dislocated  : nevertheless,  heavy  tolls  are  raised  at 
the  portazgos  y bafcas;  recently  some  stir  of  improvement  is  visible,  and  large 
sums  have  been  voted  in  Cortes  for  the  repairs  of  the  older  roads  and  the  con- 
struction of  new  ones : ordinary  but  carriageable  roads  are  called  caminos  car- 
reteros,  caminos  de  carruage,  de  carretera,  and  are  just  practicable : bridle  roads 
are  called  caminos  de  herradura.  Bye-ways  and  short  cuts  are  termed  trocbas, 
travesias  and  caminos  de  atajo,  and  familiarly  and  justly  caminos  de  perdices, 
roads  for  partridges  ; and  no  man  in  his  senses  or  a wheel  carriage  should  forget 
the  proverb  no  hag  atajo  sin  trabajo.  A rambla — Arabic^  rami  sand — serves  the 
double  purpose  of  a road  in  summer  for  men  and  beasts,  and  a river  bed  in 
winter  for  fish,  fools,  and  wild  fowl. 

Internal  locomotion  has  been  lately  much  facilitated  throughout  the  Penin- 
sula, but  chiefly  as  regards  public  conveyances ; travelling  in  your  own  carriage 
Sp.  & 
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■w  ith  post  horses,  changing  at  each  relay,  is  only  practicable  on  the  high  road 
from  Iruu  to  Madrid,  and  even  then  is  not  to  be  recommended ; moreover,  a 
foreign  carriage  on  entering  Spain  pays  a duty  which  amounts  to  a prohibition. 
However,  by  making  an  arrangement  with  the  persons  who  horse  the  diligences, 
journeys  have  been  performed  on  other  leading  roads  by  persons  in  their  own 
carriages.  Those  who  intend  to  post  will  find  a useful  guide-book  in  the  ‘ Gitia 
General  de  Correos,’  by  Francisco  Xavier  de  Cabanes,  4to.,  Mad.,  1830.  Posting 
being  a royal  monopoly,  is  fettered  with  the  usual  continental  checks  and  bu- 
reaucratic bothers.  The  principal  points  are,  that  a licence  to  travel  in  this 
way  is  necessary,  which  is  to  be  procured  at  Madrid,  and  in  the  provinces  at 
the  post-oflice  ot  the  director : the  production  of  a passport  “ en  regie ” is  abso- 
lutely requisite,  as  without  it  permission  is  never  granted,  and  for  which  the 
sum  of  forty  reals  is  charged  per  person,  servants  going  outside  excepted.  The 
traveller,  whether  intending  to  go  post  or  not,  should  have  his  passport  visdd 
once  for  all  with  the  requisite  form,  such  as  “ pretentado  el  contenido  en  este 
pasaporte,  y sale  para  Sevilla,  (or  wherever  it  may  be)  pudiendo  ir  en  posta  si  le 
acomodase.>’ — •“  The  person  described  in  this  passport  has  presented  himself,  and 
sets  out  for  Seville,  being  authorized  to  travel  post,  if  it  should  be  convenient  to 
him.”  The  names  of  nil  servants  mqst  be  specially  included  at  full  length.  It 
is  best  to  let  Spanish  servants  have  their  own  passports. 

The  distances  are  regulated  and  paid  for — not  by  posts,  but  by  leagues,  leguas,' 
of  20,000  feet,  or  20  to  a degree  of  the  meridian,  and  somewhat  less  than  three 
miles  and  a half  English,  being  the  nautical  league  of  three  geographical  miles. 
The  country  leagues,  especially  in  the  wilder  and  mountainous  districts,  are  cal- 
culated more  by  guess-work  than  measurement.  The  general  term  “ legua  ” is 
modified  by  an  explanatory  epithet.  “ I.arga,” or  long,  varies  from  four  to  five 
miles ; or  rather  by  the  time,  reckoning  a league  per  hour,  which  it  would  require 
to  perform  four  or  five  miles  on  a good  road.  “ Regular,”  a very  Spanish  word,  is 
used  to  express  a league,  or  anything  else  that  is  neither  one  thing  nor  another, 
about  the  regular  post  league.  “ Corta"  as  it  implies,  is  a short  league,  three 
miles.  Post-horses  and  mules  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  six  reals  each  for  each 
post  league,  and  five  only  when  the  traveller  is  on  the  royal  service.  The 
number  of  animals  to  be  paid  for  is  regulated  by  the  number  of  travellers;  more 
than  six,  however,  are  never  put  on  ; if  the  passengers  exceed  six  in  number, 
six  reals  more  are  charged,  over  and  above  the  price  of  the  six  horses  put  to,  for 
each  traveller  exceeding  the  number  ; a child  under  seven  years  of  age  is  not 
reckoned  as  a passenger;  two  children  under  that  age  are  to  be  paid  for  as  one 
grown-up  person.  If  the  postmaster  puts  on  for  his  own  convenience  either 
more  or  less  horses  than  the  tariff  expresses,  the  traveller  is  only  bound  to  pay 
for  the  number  therein  regulated.  The  postilions  are  obliged  to  travel  two 
leagues  in  au.hour,  but  they,  if  well  paid,  drive  at  a tremendous  pace.  They 
may  not  change  horses  with  another  carriage  on  the  road,  except  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  traveller.  Their  strict  pay  is  three  reals  a league ; but  the  custom 
is  usually  to  give  seven,  and  even  eight,  if  they  have  behaved  well : by  law  the 
post-boy  can  insist  on  driving  from  the  coach-box,  “ el  pescante,”  and  as  nothing  of 
that  kind  is  attached  to  some  britzchas  and  English  carriages,  an  additional  real 
is  the  surest  mode  of  obviating  these  discussions  and  mounting  him  on  his  horse. 
The  postilions,  if  they  infringe  any  of  the  rules,  are  liable  to  lose  their  “ agujetas  ” 
— their  “propina  ” (vpo  mutte — something  to  drink — trink-gelt).  The  postmaster 
of  the  next  relay  is  bound  to  adjudicate  on  the  complaint  of  the  traveller,  and  he 
himself  is  amenable,  if  the  traveller  be  dissatisfied  with  his  decision,  to  the 
director  of -the  superior  administration  at  the  next  town,  and  he  again  to  the 
u superintendencia  general,”  the  chief  authority  at  Madrid. 

As  regards  post-offices  and  letters,  the  general  correspondence  of  Spain  is 
tolerably  well  regulated,  although  the  deliveries,  with  the  exception  of  a few 
large  cities,  are  not  daily ; a single  letter,  una  carta  sencilla,  which  must  not 
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exceed  six  adarmes,  or  under  half  an  ounce,  is  charged,  whatever  be  the  distance, 
2|  reals ; the  charge  for  postage  increases  with  the  weight.  English  news- 
papers are  free  to  Spain;  pamphlets  and  papers  fastened  like  ours,  with  an  open 
band  orfaja  for  directing,  are  charged  at  tlie  rate  of  four  reals  the  pound.  As 
private  letters  are  opened  with  very  little  scruple  in  Spain,  correspondents 
should  be  cautious. 

A traveller  may  have  his  letters  addressed  to  him  at  the  post-office,  but  it  is 
better  to  have  them  directed  to  some  friend  or  banker,  to  whom  subsequent  direc- 
tions may  be  given  from  time  to  time  how  and  where  to  forward  them.  In  the 
large  towns  the  names  of  all  persons  for  whom  any  letters  may  have  arrived  which 
are  not  specially  directed  to  a particular  address,  are  copied  and  exposed  to 
public  view  at  the  post-offices,  in  lists  arranged  alphabetically.  The  inquirer  is 
thus  enabled  to  see  at  once  if  there  be  any  for  him  by  referring  to  the  list  con- 
taining the  first  letter  of  his  name,  and  then  asking  for  the  letter  by  its  number, 
for  to  each  a number  is  attached  according  to  the  order  they  stand  in  the  list. 
He  should  also  look  back  into  the  old  lists,  for  after  a certain  time  names  are 
taken  from  the  more  recent  arrivals  and  placed  among  those  which  have  remained 
some  weeks  on  the  unclaimed  lists.  He  should  look  over  the  alphabetical  divi- 
sion of  both  his  Christian  and  surname,  as  mistakes  occur  from  the  difficulty 
Spaniards,  like  other  foreigners,  have  in  reading  English  handwriting  and 
English  names.  Thus,  Mr.  Plantagenet  Smytheville  should  see  if  there  be  a 
letter  for  him  under  P.  for  Plantagenet,  and  under  S.  for  Smytheville.  It  is 
always  best  to  go  to  the  post  and  make  these  inquiries  in  person,  and,  when 
asking  at  the  window  for  letters,  to  write  the  name  down  legibly,  and  give  it  to 
the  empleado,  rather  than  ask  for  it  viva  voce.  The  traveller  should  always  put 
his  own  letter  into  the  post-office  himself,  especially  those  which  require  prepay- 
ment, “ que  deben  frunquearse,”  as  all  do  to  the  frontiers  of  France.  Foreign 
servants,  and  still  less  those  hired  during  a few  days’  stav  in  a place,  seldom 
resist  the  temptation  of  destroying  letters  and  charging  the  postage  as  paid. 
Travellers,  when  settled  in  a town,  may,  by  paying  a small  fixed  sum  to  the 
post-office  clerks,  have  a separate  division,  '‘el  apart  ado”  and  an  earlier  delivery 
of  their  letters.  Letters  are  generally  sent  for;  if,  however,  they  be  specially 
directed,  they  are  left  by  a postman,  “ el  cartero.”  The  best  mode  of  direction, 
while  travelling  in  Spain,  is  to  beg  correspondents  to  adopt  the  Spanish  form — 
“Senor  Don  Plantagenet  Smytheville,  Caballero  Ingles.” 

Riding  post  is  called,  from  its  expeditious  nature,  viajar  a la  ligera ; the 
traveller  pays  six  reals  a league  for  his  own,  and  as  much  for  the  horse  or  mule 
of  the  postilion  who  accompanies  him  ; one  real  less  is  charged  if  he  be  on  the 
royal  service.  Cabinet  couriers,  “ correos  de  gabinete,"  have  the  preference  of 
horses  at  every  relay.  The  particular  distances  they  have  to  perform  are  all 
timed,  and  so  many  leagues  are  required  to  be  done  in  a fixed  time  ; and,  in 
order  to  encourage  dispatch,  for  every  hour  gained  on  the  allowed  time,  an 
additional  sum  was  paid  to.  them:  hence  the  common  expression,  “ ganando 
boras,”  gaining  hours. 

Letters  are  conveyed  on  the  chief  roads  in  mails,  sillas  de  posta.  sillas  correo  ; 
the  carriages  take  three  passengers  on  the  road  from  Madrid  to  I run  and  some- 
times more  on  others.  The  rate  of  travelling  is  very  rapid,  and,  as  scarcely  any 
stoppages  are  allowed,  a prudent  traveller  will  carry  with  him  a basket  of  prog, 
and  fill  his  bota  with  good  wine ; the  fares  will  be  learnt  at  the  post-offices ; they 
average  about  five  reals  a league.  Very  little  luggage  is  allowed,  and  extra 
w'eight  is  paid  at  three  reals  the  pound.  No  time  should  be  lpst  in  securing 
your  place,  as  these  mails  are  liable  to  be  full. 

The  public  coaches  or  d}ligencias  have  much  increased  since  the  royal  mono- 
poly hits  been  done  away  with;  they  are  based,  in  form  and  system,  on  the  lum- 
bering French  diligence,  from  whence  the  name  is  taken  ; at  the  same  time,  they 
are  preferable  to  their  originals,  inasmuch  as  the  company  who  travel  by  them  is, 
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from  the  difficulties  of  travelling  with  post-horses,  of  a superior  order,  and  the 
Spaniard  is  essentially  much  higher  bred  than  his  neighbour,  and  especially 
as  regards  the  fair  sex. 

Travelling  in  the  diligeneia  is  subject  to  the  usual  continental  drags,  billetes, 
and  etceteras,  previously  to  starting ; the  prices  are  moderate,  and  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  places : thus  from  Seville  to  Madrid,  one  in  the  rotnnda  costs  299 
reals;  in  the  interior  365 ; and  in  the  beilina  3G4  ; very  little  luggage  is  allowed, 
and  a heavy  charge  made  for  all  extra.  You  can  insure  against  losses  if  your 
boxes  contain  valuables,  otherwise  only  500  reals  will  be  allowed  for  a missing 
trunk.  Be  very  careful  as  to  directions  on  your  luggage,  and  have  it  registered ; 
and  take  your  place  in  time,  as  the  dilujencias  fill  very  much,  especially  during 
summer  ; the  passengers  are  under  the  charge  of  a conductor,  the  mayoral,  who 
regulates  the  hours  of  sleeping  at  night,  which  are  lengthened  or  shortened  by 
the  state  of  the  roads ; meals  are  provided  at  the  coaches’  own  baiting  inns  or 
ftaradores,  which  are  sufficient  in  quantity,  tolerable  in  cookery,  and  reasonable 
m charges.  A prudent  traveller,  on  arriving  at  night  quarters,  will  lose  no 
time  in  securing  his  bed,  or  in  conciliating  the  waiter  or  maid,  mozo  o muchacha, 
by  a tip,  una  gratijicacioncita.  On  many  roads  there  are  small  manuales,  or 
descriptions  of  the  towns  on  the  line,  which  are  worth  buying. 

On  those  roads  where  there  are  no  diligences,  recourse  must  be  had  to  the 
original  and  national  modes  of  travelling.  You  can  hire  a coche  de  colleras,  a 
huge  sort  of  lord  mayor’s  coach,  which  is  drawn  by  half-a-dozen  or  more  mules, 
anti  which  journeys  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  miles  a-day,  like  an  Italian  vettu- 
rino  ; this  is  at  once  a slow  and  expensive  mode  of  travel,  but  not  unamusing, 
from  the  peculiar  manner  in  which  cattle  and  carriage  are  driven.  (See  ‘ Gather- 
ings.’) Those  natives  who  cannot  afford  this  luxury  resort  to  the  galera,  a sort 
of  covered  waggon  without  springs,  which  being  of  most  classical  discomfort,  is 
to  be  sedulously  avoided,  que  diable  allait  il  faire  dans  cette  galere.  Smaller 
vehicles,  such  as  calesas  and  tart  anas,  are  also  to  be  occasionally  hired  for 
smaller  distances.  So  much  for  wheels. 

A considerable  portion  of  the  Peninsula  and  many  of  the  most  interesting 
localities  can  only  be  visited  on  the  back  of  animals  or  on  one’s  own  feet.  As 
a pedestrian  tour  for  pleasure  is  a thing  utterly  unknown  in  Spain,  it  is  not  to 
be  thought  of  for  a moment,  while  excursions  on  horseback  are  truly  national, 
and  bring  the  stranger  in  close  contact  with  Spanish  man  and  nature.  He  may 
hire  horses  and  mules  at  most  large  cities,  or  join  the  caravans  of  the  regular 
muleteers  and  carriers  who  ply  from  fixed  places  to  others.  These  arrieros 
(Arabics  gee-uppers),  cnsarios  y ordinarios,  have  their  well-known  inns  or 
houses  of  call  and  stated  days  of  arrival  and  departure:  moderate  in  their 
charges,  they  are  seldom  Ynolested  by  robbers  on  the  road.  Those  who  can 
only  ride  on  an  English  saddle  should  procure  one  before  starting,  and  every 
man  will  do  well  to  bring  out  a good  pair  of  English  spurs,  with  some  spare 
sets  of  rowels,  and  attend  to  their  efficient  sharpness,  for  the  hide  of  a Spanish 
mule  is  hard  and  unimpressionable.  Heavy  luggage  may  always  be  sent  from 
town  to  town  by  the  arrieros,  whose  recuas  de  acemilas,  or  droves  of  baggage 
mules,  do  the  office  of  transporting  goods ; remember  to  be  careful  in  the 
directions,  to  take  a receipt  and  forward  it  per  post  to  the  person  to  whom 
your  articles  are  addressed,  desiring  him  to  call  for  them.  The  muleteers  of 
Spain  form  a class  of  themselves,  and  are  honest,  trustworthy,  and  hard- 
working ; full  of  songs,  yarns,  and  local  information. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  their  animals  are  pleasant  to  ride,  nor  indeed  are  the 
hacks,  hacas,  and  cattle  usually  let  for  hire  much  better;  to  those,  there- 
fore, who  propose  making  an  extensive  riding  tour,  especially  in  the  W.  pro- 
vinces, the  better  plan  is  to  perform  it  on  their  own  animals,  the  masters  on 
horses,  the  attendants  on  mules.  The  chief  points  in  such  journeys  (see 
* Gatherings  ’)  are  to  take  as  few  traps  as  possible,  sending  the  heavier  luggage 


gle 


:ed  by 


VII.  SPANISH  INNS. 


xxix 


Spain. 

on  from  town  to  town,  and  to  “ attend  to  the  provend,”  as  the  commissariat 
has  ever  been  the  difficulty  in  hungry  and  thirsty  Spain.  Each  master  should 
have  his  own  Alforjas  or  saddle-bags,  in  which  he  will  stow  away  whatever  is 
absolutely  necessary  to  his  own  immediate  wants  and  comforts,  strapping  his 
cloak  or  manta  over  it.  The  servant  should  be  mounted  on  a stout  mule,  and 
provided  with  strong  and  capacious  capachos  de  esparto,  or  peculiar  baskets 
made  of  the  Spanish  rush ; one  side  may  be  dedicated  to  the  wardrobe,  the 
other  to  the  larder ; and  let  neither  master  nor  man  omit  to  take  a hola  or 
leather  wine-bottle  and  keep  it  full ; spare  sets  of  shoes  with  nails  and  hammer 
are  also  essential.  Those  who  make  up  their  minds  to  find  nothing  on  the  road 
will  be  the  least  likely  to  be  disappointed,  while  by  being  prepared  and  fore- 
armed they  will  overcome  every  difficulty — hombre  prevenido,  nunca fu  vencido,  a 
little  foresight  and  provision  gives  small  trouble  and  ensures  great  comfort. 

VII. — Spanish  Inns. 

The  increase  and  improvement  of  public  conveyances,  by  leading  to  in- 
creased travel  and  traffic,  has  caused  a corresponding  change  for  the  better  in 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  houses  destined  to  the  accommodation  of  way- 
faring men  and  beasts.  These  conveniences  are  of  varied  names,  degrees,  and 
goodness  : first  is  the  Fonda,  which  is  equivalent  to  our  hotel,  as  in  it  lodging 
and  board  are  furnished ; second  is  the  Posada,  in  which,  strictly  speaking, 
only  the  former  is  provided ; thirdly  comes  the  Venta,  which  is  a sort  of  in- 
ferior posada  of  the  country  as  distinguished  from  the  town ; at  both  Posada 
and  Venta  the  traveller  finds  the  means  of  cooking  whatever  provisions  he  has 
brought  with  him,  or  can  forage  on  the  spot,  and  he  is  charged  in  the  morning 
a moderate  sum  for  the  ruido  de  casa,  the  noise  or  row  which  he  is  supposed  to 
have  kicked  up  in  the  peaceful  dwelling.  These  khans  are  generally  larderless, 
although  the  ventero,  as  in  Don  Quixote’s  time,  will  answer,  when  asked  what 
he  has  got,  Hay  de  todo,  there  is  everything ; but  de  Lo  que  V.  traie,  “ of  what 
you  bring  with  you”  must  be  understood. 

The  “ ventorillo  ” is  a minor  class  of  venta,  and  often  nothing  more  than  a 
mere  hut,  run  up  with  reeds  or  branches  of  trees  by  the  road-side,  at  which 
water,  bad  wine,  and  worse  brandy,  aguardiente,  true  aqua  ardens,  disflavoured 
with  aniseed,  are  to  be  sold.  In  out-of-the-way  districts  the  traveller,  in  the 
matter  of  inns,  will  seldom  be  perplexed  with  any  difficulty  of  selection  as  to 
the  relative  goodness ; the  golden  rule  will  be  to  go  to  the  one  where  the 
diligence  puts  up — FI  Parador  de  las  Diligencias.  The  simple  direction, 
“ vamos  a La  Posada,”  let  us  go  to  the  inn,  will  be  enough  in  smaller  towns ; 
for  the  question  is  rather,  Hay  posada  y donde  esta  1 Is  there  an  inn,  and  where 
is  it  ? than,  Which  is  the  best  inn  ? 

N.B-  All  who  travel  with  ladies  are  advised  to  twite  beforehand  to  their 
banker  or  friends  to  secure  quarters  in  some  hotel,  especially  when  going  to  Madrid 
and  the  larger  cities. 

The  charges  of  the  best  inns  are  not  exorbitant ; generally  for  a dollar  or 
30  reals  a-day  bed  and  board  are  paid  for.  Those  who  propose  remaining  any 
time  in  a large  town  may  make  their  own  bargain  with  the  innkeeper,  or  may 
go  into  a boarding-house,  “ casa  de  pupilos,”  or  “ de  huespedes,”  where  they 
will  have  the  best  opportunity  of  learning  the  Spanish  language,  and  obtaining 
an  idea  of  the  national  manners  and  habits.  These  establishments  are  con- 
stantly advertised  in  the  local  newspapers,  and  the  houses  may  be  known  ex- 
ternally by  a white  paper  ticket  attached  to  the  extremity  of  one  of  the  window 
balconies  ; for  if  the  paper  be  placed  in  the  middle,  it  only  means  lodgings  to 
let  here.  The  traveller  will  always  be  able  to  learn  from  his  banker,  or  from 
any  respectable  inhabitant,  which  of  these  boarding-houses  enjoys  the  best  re- 
putation, or  he  may  himself  advertise  in  the  papers  for  exactly  the  sort  of  thing 
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he  may  be  in  want  of.  Their  charges  are  reasonable,  and  vary  from  20  to  30 
reals  a day. 

VIII.— Spanish  Robbers. 

Banditti  have  long  been  the  bugbear  of  Spain,  for  a bad  name  once  gotten, 
however  undeservedly,  is  not  easily  removed,  and  still  less  when  the  conven- 
tional idea  is  kept  up  by  sundry  writers  in  England  who  instruct  the  public  on 
the  things  of  Spain,  where  they  have  never  been.  Undoubtedly  on  the  long 
highways  of  a thinly-peopled  land  accidents  may  occur,  as  Spanish  gentlemen 
who  have  met  with  misfortunes  in  troubled  times  will  take  to  the  road.  But 
robbery  is  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule,  in  Spain  ; and  latterly  precautions 
have  been  so  increased  that  some  ingenuity  must  be  displayed  in  managing  to 
get  waylaid  and  pillaged — not  that  to  the  very  ambitious  for  such  events,  or  to 
the  imprudent  and  incautious,  the  thing  is  altogether  impossible. 

Referring  to  the  ‘ Gatherings  ’ for  other  details,  suffice  it  here  to  say  that 
the  best  plan  is  for  the  traveller  never  to  trouble  his  head  about  the  matter,  nor 
to  frighten  himself  with  shadows  of  his  own  raising ; let  him  turn  a deaf  ear  to 
the  yarns  of  muleteers  and  the  positive  facts  of  waiters,  and  ride  boldly  on ; 
nevertheless  he  will  do  well  in  suspicious  places  to  abjure  foolish  chattering 
about  his  plans,  lines  of  route,  hours  of  starting,  and  so  forth,  and  still  more  to 
avoid  any  exhibition  of  cash  and  attractive  items  of  property,  which  often  sug- 
gest the  getting  up  an  extempore  bit  of  robbery  for  his  particular  benefit ; for 
in  Spain,  as  elsewhere,  la  ocasion  hace  al  ladron.  Again,  should  he  have  the 
misfortune  to  fall  among  regular  thieves,  he  ought  to  be  prepared  with  a suffi- 
cient sum  about  his  person,  say  from  5 1.  to  10/.,  in  order  to  keep  them  in  good 
humour,  as  they  are  prone  to  make  an  example  of  the  unhappy  wight  who  evinces, 
by  empty  pockets,  a foregone  conclusion  of  depriving  them  of  their  just  per- 
quisite : an  empty  purse  is  a beggarly  companion,  and  they  are  apt  to  inflict 
blows  on  its  proprietor,  dandole  palos,  or  Jo  strip  him  to  the  skin,  echandole  en 
cueros,  pour  eucourager  les  autres.  A common  gilt  watch  and  chain  ought  not 
to  be  omitted.  Englishmen,  except  when  well  armed  and  travelling  in  numbers, 
should  never  attempt  resistance  against  a regular  band  of  Spanish  robbers,  as  it 
is  generally  useless,  and  may  lead  to  fatal  consequences ; whereas  a frank,  good- 
humoured  surrender,  presence  of  mind,  and  a calm,  courteous  appeal  to  them  as 
Caballeros,  seldom  fails  to  conciliate  and  lighten  the  discomfort  of  the  opera- 
tion. The  robbers  consist  of  several  grades.  The  Ladrones  en  grande  are  an 
organised  gang  of  well-mounted,  well-armed  men,  from  ten  to  fourteen  in  num- 
ber, and  commanded  by  a chief ; and  as  they  seldom  attack  travellers  except  at 
a great  advantage,  it  is  better  to  lose  one’s  dollars  than  one’s  life,  and  to  submit 
with  a good  grace  to  the  polite  request  of  putting  your  face,  mouth  downwards, 
into  the  mud, — the  Boja  abajo,  which  will  take  no  denial ; not,  however,  that 
we  ever  heard  of  its  being  strictly  enforced  as  regards  any  of  our  countrymen. 

The  next  class  are  the  Rateros,  the  rats.  These  are  not  organized  permanent 
bodies,  but  skulking,  ill-conditioned  footpads,  who  lurk  about  suspicious  ventas, 
on  the  look-out  for  an  accidental  affair.  They  seldom  attack  armed  and  pre- 
pared persons.  A lower  ruffian  still  is  the  Raterillo,  or  small  rat,  who  is  a soli- 
tary performer,  confining  his  attacks  to  the  utterly  defenceless. 

The  regular  and  only  really  formidable  robbers  have  almost  disappeared,  in 
consequence  of  the  institution  of  a body  of  picked  and  well-armed  men,  who  are 
stationed  in  the  principal  routes  as  escorts  and  patrols.  They  are  called 
Guardias  civiles,  to  distinguish  them  from  military  guards.  The  system  is 
borrowed  from  the  gendarmerie  of  France,  whence  the  troopers  are  called  by 
the  people  Hijos  de  I.uis-Felipe,  sons  of  Louis-Philippe,  and  Polizones,  a new 
word  coined  out  of  the  French  Polissons,  or  rascals.  Diligences  in  periods  and 
localities  of  danger  are  usually  provided  with  armed  guards  of  their  own  ; and 
there  is  also  a body  of  armed  men  on  foot,  called  Miguelites,  whose  business  it 
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is  to  keep  the  peace,  and  by  whom  convoys  of  value  and  travellers  of  rank  are 
escorted.  There  are  few  places  in  which  an  extempore  protection  may  not  be 
hired  of  Escopetcros,  or  men  armed  with  a gun,  which  in  truth  is  the  definition 
of  half  the  Iberian  family  when  outside  a town’s  walls.  Except  when  ladies  are 
in  the  case,  and  the  localities  are  notoriously  infested  for  the  moment,  all  these 
precautions  are  needless.  A riding  party  of  armed  Englishmen  may  dismiss  the  - 
bugbear  altogether,  from  the  Pyrenees  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar. 

IX. — Provinces  and  Climate  oe  Spain. 

Before  starting  on  a tour  over  so  large  and  heterogeneous  a country  as  the 
Peuinsula,  the  particular  objects  in  view,  and  the  most  fitting  lines  of  route, 
should  be  well  considered.  Invalids  in  search  of  fine  climate  will  be  woflilly  dis- 
appointed unless  they  confine  themselves  to  the  southern  and  eastern  provinces, 
and  in  them,  chiefly  to  the  littoral  strips  and  plains  which  border  on  the  sea. 
The  Peninsula  is  in  fact  one  mountain,  or  rather  a conglomerate  of  mountains, 
rising  on  alfc  sides  from  the  coasts.  The  grand  central  plateau  is  elevated  at  an 
average  some  2000  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  whence,  as  the  effects  of  geogra- 
phical altitude  or  climate  are  never  to  be  counteracted,  the  striking  difference 
of  temperature  experienced  between  the  kingdoms  of  the  Castiles  and  Naples, 
which  are  placed  in  the  same  latitudes.  The  Peninsula  may  be  conveniently 
divided  into  three  zones,  in  which  the  varieties  of  the  produce  of  the  soil  indicate 
the  corresponding  differences  of  the  sky.  The  Northern  or  Cantabrian  will  in- 
clude portions  of  Catalonia,  Arragon,  Navarre,  the  Basque  Provinces,  the  Astu- 
rias, Gallicia,  and  parts  of  the  Castiles.  Here,  as  the  winters  are  cold,  the 
springs  damp,  and  the  climate  temperate,  the  summer  is  the  fittest  period  for 
the  tourist.  The  Central  zone,  including  the  Castiles,  parts  of  Leon,  Estrema- 
dura,  and  La  Mancha,  is  disagreeable  at  all  seasons,  except  the  spring  and 
antumn.  The  denuded  table-lands  are  exposed  to  the  fierce  suns  of  the  summer, 
and  to  the  fiercer  snows  and  winds  of  winter.  The  Southern  zone  may  be  called 
the  warm  region,  the  tierra  caliente.  There  can  be  no  mistake  as  to  climate  in 
the  vegetable  test ; and  here  flourish  the  palm,  aloe,  orange,  and  carob  tree. 
This  region  includes  Andalucia,  Murcia,  and  Valencia,  and  is  delicious  in  spring 
and  autumn,  torrid  and  tropical  in  summer,  mild  and  genial  in  winter,  which 
consists  of  rain  rather  than  cold,  and  is  of  much  shorter  duration  than  in  the 
North. 

The  political  divisions  in  former  times  consisted  of  fourteen  large  provinces, 
some  of  which  were  called  kingdoms,  as  Granada,  Seville,  Jaen,  Murcia,  Va- 
lencia, &c. : others  principalities,  like  Asturias : others  counties,  like  Barcelona, 
Niebla,  &c. : and  lastly,  others  were  called  provinces,  like  New  and  Old  Castile, 
Estremadura,  &c. : Biscay  was  termed  el  Senorio.  Spain,  by  recent  decrees,  is 
now  divided  into  forty-nine  provinces,  viz. : Alava,  Albacete,  Alicante,  Almeria, 
Avila,  Badajoz,  las  Baleares,  Barcelona,  Burgos,  Cuceres,  Cadiz,  las  Canarias, 
Castellon  de  la  Plana,  Ciudad  Real,  Cordoba,  la  Coruna,  Cuenca,  Gerona,  Gra- 
nada, Guadalajara,  Guipuzcoa,  Huelva,  Huesca,  Jaen,  Leon,  Lc'rida,  Logrono, 
Lugo,  Madrid,  Malaga,  Murcia,  Navarra,  Orense,  Oviedo,  Palencia,  Pontevedra, 
Salamanca,  Santander,  Segovia,  Sevilla,  Soria,  Tarragona,  Teruel,  Toledo,  Va- 
lencia, Valladolid,  Vizcaya,  Zamora,  Zaragoza. 

The  present  population,  at  a rough  calculation,  may  be  taken  at  eleven  mil- 
lions, with  a slow  tendency  to  increase ; and  the  revenue  at  about  twelve  millions 
sterling,  but  it  is  badly  collected  at  a ruinous  per  centage,  and  subject  to  infinite 
malversations. 

X. — Skeleton  Tours. 

The  Peninsula  may  also  be  divided  into  regions  which  contain  peculiar  objects 
of  antiquarian  and  historical  interest.  The  vestiges  of  distant  epochs  run  in 
strata,  according  to  the  residence  of  the  different  nations  who  have  occupied 
Spain;  thus  the  Roman,  Moorish,  and  Gotho-Spaniard  periods  are  impressed 
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with  indelible  evidences ; of  these  the  second  must  naturally  take  precedence, 
as  presenting  subjects  of  curiosity  peculiar  to  Spain,  and  altogether  un-Euro- 
pean. To  make  a complete  tour  of  the  Peninsula  would  require  more  than  one 
year,  and  might  be  performed  in  the  following  manner ; the  letters  annexed 
signify  that  the  means  of  progress  can  be  accomplished  S.  by  steam,  C.  by 
public  conveyance,  R.  by  riding  (see  No.  6). 

No.  1.  A ROMAN  ANTIQUARIAN  TOUR. 


Seville 
Italica,  R. 

Rio  Tinto,  R. 
May.  Merida,  R. 

Alcantara,  R. 
Alconetar,  R. 


June.  Coria,  R. 

Plasencia,  R. 
Capara,  R. 
Salamanca,  R. 
Segovia,  R. 

# Toledo,  C. 


Valencia,  C. 
Murviedro,  C. 
July.  Tarragona,  C.  S. 
Barcelona,  C.  S. 
Martorell,  C. 


No.  2.  A MOORISH  ANTIQUARIAN  TOUR. 

Seville.  June.  Granada,  C.  June.  Malaga,  R. 

May.  Cordova,  C.  Albania,  R.  Tarifa,  R.  S. 

Jaen,  C. 


No.  3.  GEOLOGICAL  AND  MINERALOCICAL  TOUR. 


Villa  Nueva  del  Rio. . . .Coal. 

Spring.  Rio  Tinto Copper. 

Logrosan . Phosphate  of  Lime. 

Almaden Quicksilver. 

Linares Lead. 

Baeza Lead. 

G ranada  Marbles. 

Berja Lead. 

Spring  Marbella Iron. 

or  Macael Marbles. 

Autumn.  Cartagena Silver. 

Helliu  Sulphur. 

Petrola  Salt. 


Minglanilla Salt. 

Summer.  Teruel Fossils. 

Caudete Fossils. 

Albarracin Iron. 

Daroca Iron. 

Calatayud Iron. 

Spring.  Tortosa  Marbles. 

Cardona Salt. 

Ripoll Iron. 

Durango Iron. 

Summer.  Bilbao  Iron. 

Biscay  Iron. 

Gijon Coal. 


Cadiz  . . . 

Barrosa 
Trafalgar  . 
Tarifa  . . 

Gibraltar  . . 

Granada  . . 

Navas  de  Tolosa 
Bailen. 

Castalla  . . 

Almansa  . . 

Valencia 
Murviedro  . 
Ordal. 

Barcelona  . 
Molins  del  lley 
Bruch  . . . 

Rosas  . . . 

Gerona  . 
Figneras 
Lerida  . 
Almenara  . 


No.  4.  A MILITARY  AND  NAVAL  TOUR. 


. Andalucia. 


| Valencia. 


' 

^ Catalonia. 


Belchite. 
Zaragoza 
Tudela  . 
Pamplona 
Vera 

San  Marcial 
The  Bidasoa 
San  Sebastian 
Hemani 
Vitoria  . 

Bilbao  . 

Burgos  . 
Navarrete 
Espinosa 
Somosierra 
Rioseco  . 
Benavente 
Salamanca 
Ciudad  Rodrigo 
El  Bodon 
La  Coruna 


| Arragon. 

| Navarre. 

. Basque  provinces. 

. Old  Castile. 

| Leon. 

, Gallicia. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Spain. 


X.  SKELETON  TOURS. 


xxxiii 


No.  4.  A military  and  naval  tour — continued. 


San  Payo  . 
Vigo  . . . 

Gallicia. 

Talavera  . 
Madrid  . . • . 

Cape  Finisterre. 

Ocaiia  . . 

. ■ New  Castile. 

Arroyo  Molinos 

Ucles  • 

Almaraz 

. 1 

Villaviciosa 

Badajoz 

. \ Estremadura. 

Montiel  . 

•| 

Albuera. 

. I 

Ciudad  Real 

. > La  Mancha. 

Gevora  . 
Medellin. 

Sierra  Morena  . 

•/ 

No.  5.  8HOOTING  AND  FISHING  TOURS. 


Although  game  is  not  preserved  in  Spain  as  among  ourselves,  it  is  abundant, 
for  in  the  vast  extents  of  uninhabited,  uncultivated  land,  nature,  by  covering  the 
earth  with  aromatic  brush-wood,  has  afforded  excellent  cover  to  the  wild  beasts 
of  the  field  and  fowls  of  the  air.  Game  is  usually  divided  into  great  and  small : 
the  caza  mayor  includes  deer,  venados ; wild  boars,  javalis ; and  the  chamois 
tribe,  cabras  montanfaes : by  caza  menor  is  understood  foxes,  rabbits,  partridges, 
and  such  like  “ small  deer.”  Winter  fowl  is  most  abundant  wherever  there  is 
water,  and  the  flights  of  quails  and  woodcocks,  codornices  y gallinetas,  quite 
marvellous.  The  Englishman  will  find  capital  shooting  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Seville  and  Gibraltar:  there  is  a great  difficulty  in  introducing  our  guns  and 
ammunition  iuto  Spain ; they  may  however  be  got  in  from  Gibraltar. 

The  lover  of  the  angle  will  find  virgin  rivers  in  Spain,  that  jumble  of  moun- 
tains, down  the  bosoms  of  which  they  flow  : most  of  these  abound  in  trout,  and 
those  which  disembogue  into  the  Hay  of  Biscay,  in  salmon.  As  no  sort  of 
tackle  is  to  be  procured  in  Spain,  the  angler  will  bring  out  everything  from 
England.  The  hest  localities  are  Plasencia,  Avila,  Cuenca,  and  the  whole 
country  from  El  Vierzo,  Gallicia,  the  Asturias,  the  Basque  provinces,  and 
Pyrenean  valleys  (see  Index,  Fishing). 

No.  6.  THE  GRAND  TOUR. 


Start  from  England  by  the  Steam-packet  about  the  end  of  March  for  Cadiz, 
and  then  proceed  thus — 


Puerto,  S. 
Xerez,  C. 
Bonanza. 
Seville,  S. 

May  6.  Cordova,  C. 
Andujar,  C. 
Jaen,  C. 

May  20.  Granada,  C. 

Alpujarras,  R. 
Berja,  R. 
Motril,  R. 

June  5.  Malaga,  R. 

Antequera,  R. 
Ronda,  R. 
Gaucin,  R. 
Gibraltar,  R. 
Tarifa,  R.  or  S. 
June  25.  Cadiz,  If.  or  S. 
Seville,  S. 
Aracena,  R. 
Badajoz,  R. 

July  5.  Merida,  C.  R. 
Alcantara,  R. 


Coria,  R. 

July  16.  Plasencia,  R. 

San  Yuste,  R. 
Abadia,  R. 
Batuecas,  R. 
Alberca,  R. 
Ciudad  Rodrigo. 
July  24.  Salamanca,  R. 
Zamora,  If. 
Beuavente,  R. 
Astorga,  R. 
Ponferrada,  R, 
Lugo,  R. 

Aug.  5.  Santiago,  R. 
Aug.  10.  La  Coruna  or 
Ponferrada. 
Oreuse,  R. 

Tuy,  R. 

Vigo,  If. 
Santiago,  R. 

La  Coruna,  C. 
Oviedo  by  the 
coast,  R.  S., 


or  by  Cangas 
de  Tiueo,  R. 
Aug.  10.  La  Coruna. 
Oviedo,  R. 

Leon,  C. 
Saliagun,  R. 
Burgos,  R. 
Santander,  C. 
Bilbao,  R. 
Vitoria,  C. 

Sept.  Burgos,  C. 

Valladolid,  C. 
Segovia,  R.  C. 
Escorial,  C. 
Avila,  R. 

Madrid,  R. 
Toledo,  C. 

Oct.  Aranjuez,  C. 

Cuenca,  If. 
Madrid  (winter), 
or  at 

Valencia,  C. 
Xativa,  C. 
b 3 
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No.  6.  the  crand  tour — continued. 

Villena,  R. 

Reus,  C. 

Huesca,  C.  R. 

Murcia,  R. 

Poblet,  R, 

The  Pyrenees,  R. 

Cartagena,  C. 

Cervera,  R, 

Tudela,  C. 

Orihuela,  R. 

Igualada.  R. 

Pamplona,  C. 

Spring.  Elche,  C. 

Spring.  Cardona,  R.  Summer.  Tolosa,  C. 

Alicante,  C. 

Monserrat,  R. 

Iron,  C.  or 

Ibi,  R. 

Martorell,  R. 

Pamplona,  R.  C. 

Alcoy,  R. 

Barcelona,  R. 

Elizondo,  R. 

Xativa,  R. 

Zaragoza,  G, 

Vera,  R. 

Valencia,  C. 

Summer.  Jaca,  R. 

Iron,  R. 

Tarragona,  C. 

S. 

No. 

7.  A TOUR  OF  THE  CREAM  OF  SPAIN. 

May.  Cadiz,  S. 

June.  Granada,  C.  or  R.  July. 

Tarragona,  C.  S. 

Xerez,  C. 

Madrid.  C. 

Barcelona,  C.  S, 

Seville,  S. 

Escorial,  C. 

Cardona,  R. 

Cordova,  C. 

Segovia,  C. 

Igualada,  R. 

Osuna,  R, 

Toledo,  C.  Aug. 

Zaragoza,  C. 

Ronda.  R. 

Aranjuez,  C. 

Burgos,  C. 

Gibraltar,  R. 

July.  Cuenca,  li. 

Iron,  C. 

Malaga,  S. 

Valencia,  G. 

No.  8.  a summer’s  toub  in  THE  NORTH  OF  SPAIN. 


Iron,  C. 

July,  Ix)grono,  C. 

Monserrat,  R. 

Vitoria,  C. 

Pamplona,  C. 

Aug.  Cardona,  R. 

June.  Bilbao,  C. 

Pyrenees,  R. 

Urgel,  R. 

Santander,  It.  S, 

Zaragoza,  C. 

Geroha,  R. 

Burgos,  C. 

Barcelona,  C. 

Perpinan,  C. 

No. 

9.  A CENTRAL  TOUR  ROUND  MADRID. 

Avila,  C. 

July.  Plasencia,  R. 

Aug.  Aranjuez,  C. 

Escorial,  C, 

Aug.  San  Yuste,  R. 

Sept.  Cuenca,  R. 

Segovia,  C- 

Alcantara,  R. 

Albarracin,  R. 

July.  Valladolid,  R, 

Merida,  R. 

Solan  de  Cabras,  R . 

Salamanca,  R. 

Talavera,  R, 

Guadalajara.  C. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo,  R.  Toledo,  R,  Alcala  deHenares.C. 

Batuecas,  R, 

No.  10.  AN  ABTISTICAL  TOUR — THE  PICTURESQUE. 

The  artist  should,  before  leaving  England,  lay  in  a stock  of  materials,  such 
as  block-books,  liquid  ■water-colours,  camel-hair  brushes,  permanent  white,  and 
good  lead  pencils. — N.B.  Before  using  them  attend  to  our  suggestions  at 
page  xv. 


Ronda,  R. 

Escorial,  C. 

Santander,  R. 

Gibraltar,  R. 

Avila,  C. 

Bilbao,  R. 

Alharna. 

Plasencia,  R. 

Vera,  R. 

Malaga,  R. 

Batuecas,  R. 

Jaca,  R. 

Granada,  R. 

El  Vierzo,  R. 

Huesca,  R. 

I.anjaron,  It. 

Cangas  de  Tineo,  R. 

Pyrenees,  R. 

Elche,  R. 

Oviedo,  R. 

Manresa,  R. 

Cuenca,  R. 

Pajares,  C. 

Monserrat,  R. 

Albarracin,  R. 
Toledo,  C. 

Reinosa,  It. 

Rosas,  R. 
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No.  11.  ARTI8TICAL  TOURS. — SCULPTURE. 


Seville,  S. 
Granada,-  C. 
Murcia,  R. 
Valencia,  II, 
Cuenca,  R. 


Madrid,  R. 
Toledo,  C. 
Escorial,  C. 
Avila,  R. 
Salamanca,  R. 


Rioseco,  li. 
Valladolid,  C. 
Burgos,  C. 
Zaragoza,  C. 
Huesca,  R. 


There  is  very  little  good  -ancient  sculpture  in  Spain,  and  there  never  was 
much,  since  it  was  introduced  by  the  Romans,  who  never  excelled  in  that  art. 
Their  works,  second-rate  at  best,  were  destroyed  by  the  Moors  who  abhorred 
images,  and  again  by  the  iconoclastic  Goths,  and  still  more  by  the  Catholic  clergy, 
who  for  the  most  part  buried  again  whatever  ancient  statues  were  accidentally 
dug  up,  because  pagan  and  profane,  in  contradistinction  to  their  own  Sagradas 
Imageries,  or  sacred  representations  of  the  Persons  ot  the  Trinity,  and  Holy 
Company  of  Saints  and  Martyrs. 

The  best  sculpture  therefore  of  Spain  is  comparatively  modern,  and  consists 
chiefly  of  religious  subjects.  The  Peninsula  is  very  rich  in  mediaeval  sepulchres, 
although  many  of  the  finest  tombs,  from  being  placed  in  convents  founded 
expressly  for  their  place  of  family  burial  by  nobles  and  prelates,  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  French,  and  during  recent  sequestrations.  The  Spanish  term 
for  a vault  in  which  many  bodies  and  monuments  are  collected^  panteon.  In 
oue  branch  Spanish  sculpture  is  very  peculiar  and  without  rival  in  Europe, 
namely,  in  the  dressed  and  painted  images,  which  are  either  placed  above  church 
altars,  or  carried  about  by  cof radios,  or  holy  brotherhoods,  in  solemn  procession 
during  Passion  week,  whence  their  name  pasos.  Owing  to  the  great  demand 
for  these  carvings,  many  first-rate  artists  have  devoted  their  talents  to  this  branch, 
and  their  works  have  a startling  reality ; the  stone  statues  seem  actually  the 
petrifactions  of  once  living  monks : the  images  graven  in  wood  are  no  less  skil- 
fully designed,  but  from  being  clothed  ana  painted,  they  attempt  too  much ; 
transparency  of  skin  is  lost  in  the  surface  imitation,  and  we  miss  the  absence  of 
life.  To  an  unaccustomed  eye  they  look  too  much  like  wax-work  figures  ; a 
simple  marble  never  deceives,  and  the  essence  of  statuary  is  form,  as  colour  is  of 
painting. 

Admirable  as  are  the  carvings  of  the  artists  of  a high  order,  many  others  of 
these  images  are  either  revolting  or  ridiculous,  but  the  genius  of  the  Spaniard  seeks 
the  material  and  natural  rather  than  spiritual  and  ideal,  and  the  masses  require 
objects  of  adoration  suited  to  their  want  of  taste  and  knowledge,  so  the  wise 
church  has  largely  provided  for  their  cravings — hence  the  tinsel  dolls  and  cari- 
catures of  the  human  and  divine  ; but,  as  with  children,  they  affect  the  nation 
at  large  much  more  than  a statue  by  Phidias.  The  illiterate  congregations 
gaze  with  a sincere  faith  in  their  hearts ; they  come  to  worship,  not  to  criticise, 
and  bow  and  fall  down  with  all  their  bodies  and  souls,  before  what  is  set  up 
for  them  by  their  pastors  and  masters.  Again,  these  tangible  and  bodily 
representations,  in  which  there  can  be  no  mistake  of  persons  and  events  con- 
nected with  the  Scriptures  and  church  legends,  at  once  realised  history  to  those 
who  could  see,  but  not  read.  Placed  however  in  a secular  gallery  the  religious 
sentiment  is  lost,  as  well  as  the  fitness  aud  meaning  of  the  religio  loci.  In 
their  original  chapels  they  had  a speaking  reference  to  the  tutelar  patron  or 
miracle.  But  the  cheat,  of  their  tinsel  colours  and  clothing,  which  was  con- 
cealed in  the  solemn  semi-gloom,  is  revealed  in  the  broad  daylight,  and  they 
look  like  monks  turned  out  of  their  convent  into  the  wide  world.  See  some 
remarks,  p.  388.  . 

Among  the  many  sculptors  of  Spain,  the  works  of  the  following  are  the  best 
deserving  of  notice ; they  flourished  or  died  about  the  period  affixed  to  their 
names,  as  given  by  Cean  Bermudez,  to  whom  refer  for  details : — 
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X.  ARTISTICAL  TOUR8 — PAINTING. 


Sect.  I- 


Mateo,  El  Maestro.  1188 
Aleman,  Juan  . . . 1460 
Dancart,  El  Maestro  1495 
Florentin,  Miguel  . 1510 
Torrigiauo,  Pedro  . 1 520 
Bartolomd,  El 

Maestro 1520 

Ferment,  Damien  . 1525 
Valdelvira,  Pedro  . 1540 
Copin,  Diego  and 

Sliguel 1540 

Borgona,  Felipe  de  1543 


Berruguete,  Alonso  1545  1 
Tordesillas,  Gaspar 

de 1545, 

Machuca,  Pedro  . . 1 545 

Xamete 1550 

Leoni,  Leon  ....  1555 
Villalpando,  Fran- 
cisco   1561 

Siloe,  Diego  de  . . 1 56? 

Tudelilla 1566 

Morel,  Bartolomt?  . 1566 
Becerra,  Gaspar.  . 1566  j 


Ancheta,  Miguel  de 
Juui,  Juan  de  . . . 
Trezzo,  Jacome  . . 
Jordan,  Esteban  . . 
Leoni,  Pompeyo  . . 
Hernandez,  Gre- 
gorio   

Pereyra,  Mannel . . 
Montanez,  Juan 

Martinez 

Cano,  Alouso  . . . 
Roldan,  Pedro  . . . 


1575 

1585 

1589 

1590 
1605 

1635 

1645 

1645 

1650 

1650 


No.  12.  ABTI8TICAL  TOURS.— PAINTING. 

Seville.  Escorial,  C.  Toledo,  C. 

Badajoz,  C.  Madrid,  C.  Valencia,  C. 

There  are  three  great  schools  of  Spanish  painting,  Seville,  Valencia,  and  Ma- 
drid, and  the  productions  of  their  chief  masters  are  best  to  be  studied,  with  some 
few  exceptions,  in  their  own  localities.  Few  cities  in  Spain  possess  good  collections 
of  pictures,  anV  with  the  exception  of  the  capital,  those  which  do  are  seldom 
enriched  with  any  specimens  of  foreign  schools,  for  such  is  that  of  Valencia  as 
regards  Seville,  and  vice  versa.  The  Spaniards  have  ever  used  their  art  as  they 
do  their  wines,  and  other  gifts  of  the  soil ; they  just  consume  what  is  produced 
on  the  spot  and  the  nearest  at  hand,  ignorant  and  indifferent  as  regards  all 
others  even  be  they  of  a higher  quality. 

The  general  character  of  their  painting  is  truth  to  Spanish  nature,  expressed 
in  a style  grave,  religious,  draped,  and  decent.  The  Church,  the  great  patron, 
neither  looked  to  Apelles  or  Raphael,  to  Venus  or  the  Graces:  she  employed 
painting  to  decorate  her  churches,  not  private  residences ; to  furnish  objects  of  de- 
votion, not  of  beauty  or  delight ; to  provide  painted  books  for  those  who  could  not 
read  printed  ones  ; to  disseminate  and  fix  on  the  popular  memory  those  especial 
subjects  by  which  her  system  was  best  supported,  her  purposes  answered ; and  the 
Holy  Tribunal  stood  sentinel  over  author  and  artist : an  inspector — censor  y veedor 
— was  appointed,  whose  duty  it  was  to  visit  the  studies  of  sculptors  and  painters, 
either  to  destroy  or  to  paint  over  the  slightest  deviation  from  the  manner  which 
their  rubric  laid  down  for  treating  sacred  subjects.  Spanish  pictures,  on  the 
whole,  will,  at  first  sight,  disappoint  all  those  whose  tastes  have  been  formed 
beyond  the  Pyrenees ; they  may  indeed  improve  upon  acquaintance,  and  from 
the  want  of  anything  better : again  the  more  agreeable  subjects  are  seldom  to 
be  seen  in  Spain,  for  these  naturally  have  been  the  first  to  be  secured  by 
foreigners,  who  have  left  the  gloomy  and  ascetic  behind ; thus,  in  all  Spain, 
not  ten  of  Murillo’s  gipsy  and  beggar  pictures  are  to  be  found,  and  the  style 
by  which  he  is  best  known  in  England  is  that  by  which  he  will  be  least  recog- 
nised in  his  native  land. 

Our  readers  are  earnestly  cautioned  against  buying  pictures  in  Spain ; they 
will  indeed  be  offered,  warranted  originals,  by  Murillo,  Velazquez,  and  so  forth, 
more  plentifully  than  blackberries,  but  caveat  emptor.  The  Peninsula  hus  been 
so  plundered  of  its  best  pictures  by  the  Soults,  Sebastianis,  and  Co.  in  war,  and 
so  stripped  in  peace  by  purchasers,  that  nothing  but  the  veriest  dregs  remain 
for  sale ; the  provincial  galleries,  Seville  and  Valencia  excepted,  prove  to  demon- 
stration by  their  absence  of  the  good,  and  presence  of  unmitigated  rubbish,  the 
extent  to  which  the  processes  of  collecting  and  removal  have  been  carried 
on.  The  Spanish,  and  the  almost  naturalised  Spauish  painters,  whose  works 
are  best  deserving  of  notice,  will  be  found  in  the  following  list;  the  dates  inrti- 
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Spain. 


cate  the  epoch  about  which  they  flourished  or  died,  as  given  by  Cean  Bermudez, 
to  whom  refer  for  details  : — 


Rincon,  Antonio.  . 1500 
Fernandez,  Alejo  . 1525 
Gallegos,  Fernando  1 530 
Campana,  Pedro.  . 1552 
Vargas,  Luis  de  . . 1 565 
Coello,  Alonso  San- 
chez   1565 

Navarrete,  Juan 
Fernandez.  . . . 1570 
Morales,  Luis  de . . 1575 
Theotocupuli,  Do- 
menico   1578 ■ 

Pardo,  Bias  del  . . 1579 
Villegas,  Pedro  de.  1590 
Ribalta,  Francisco.  1590 
Pantoja  de  la  Cruz, 

Juan 1595 


Cespedes,  Pablo  de  1600 
Mascagio,  Arsenio  . 1600 
Joanes,  Juan  Vi- 
cente   1605 

Orreute,  Pedro  . . 1620 
lioelas,  J uan  de 

las 1625 

Espinosa,  Geroni- 
mo  Rodriguez  . . 1630 
Bisquert,  Antonio  . 1630 
Diaz,  Diego  Va- 
lentin   1 640 

Cano,  Alonso  . . . 1645 
Herrera  el  Viejo.  . 1655 
Ribera,  Josef  de  . . 1655 
Velazquez,  Diego 
Silva  de 1659 


Valdez,  Sebastian 
de  Llanos  ....  1660 
Zurbaran,  Fran- 
cisco   1660 

Iriarte,  Ignacio  . . 1660 
Moya,  Pedro.  . . . 1660 
Arellano,  Juan  de . 1670 
Bocanegra,  Pedro 


Atanasio 1675 

Carreno,  Juan  Mi- 
randa de 1680 

Murillo,  Jdartolome 

Esteban 1680 

Herrera,  El  Mozo  . 1680 
Cerezo,  Mateo  . . . 1680 
Coello,  Claudio  . . 1680 
Goya 1800 


No.  13.  SPANISH  ARCHITECTURE. — VARIETIES  AND  PERIODS. 

In  despite  of  the  ravages  of  foreign  and  domestic  Vandals,  Spain  is  still  ex- 
tremely rich  in  magnificent  edifices,  civil  and  religious.  Moorish  architecture 
will  be  best  studied  in  Andalucia,  where  noble  specimens  of  mosque,  palatial  for- 
tress, castle,  and  private  dwelling,  remain;  suffice  it  to  name  Seville,  Cordova, 
and  Granada.  The  earliest  Spanish  buildings  will  be  found  in  Gallicia  and  the 
Asturias,  the  cradle  of  the  monarchy ; they  are  generally  called  Obras  de  los 
Godos,  works  of  the  Goths — not  Gothic,  or  Tedesco,  as  they  long  preceded  the 
use  of  the  pointed  arch.  The  Gothic  style  itself  succeeded,  and  the  examples 
scattered  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  Peninsula  are  no  less  varied  than 
splendid : there  are  specimens  of  every  period  and  phase  of  this  glorious  and 
most  Christian  style,  advancing  in  fulness  of  beauty  until  the  beginning  of  the 
sixteenth  century,  when  it  set  at  once  in  all  its  glory,  to  be  followed  by  the 
restoration  of  the  antique,  or,  as  it  is  here  called,  the  Graco-  llomano  style. 
The  cinque-cento  taste,  which  grew  out  of  this,  was  nowhere  carried  to  more 
gorgeous  profusion  than  in  Spain,  then  the  dominant  power  of  Europe.  The  senii- 
Moro  genius  of  the  land  lent  itself  readily  to  arabesque  decoration;  the  native 
quarries  furnished  precious  materials,  while  the  New  World  lavished  gold  to 
defray  the  cost  This  style  was  exalted  to  its  highest  grade  by  a glorious  host 
of  Spanish  artists,  who  rivalled  in  marble  and  metal  the  Bramantes  and  Cel- 
linis of  Italy ; from  its  delicate  details,  wrought  like  a finely  chiselled  piece 
of  plate,  this  style  is  called  in  Spain  el  Plateresco,  and  also  de  Berruyuete,  from 
the  name  of  the  great  architect,  sculptor,  and  painter,  who  carried  it  out  to  its 
full  perfection,  and  whose  exquisite  works  are  deserving  of  the  closest  study. 

The  Plateresque  period,  which  flourished  under  the  Imperial  Charles,  waned 
under  his  severe  son,  Philip  II.,  who  introduced  the  strictly  classical,  and 
eschewed  all  prodigality  of  ornament ; this  style  is  generally  known  in  Spain 
as  that  of  Herrera,  from  being  adopted  by  that  illustrious  man,  the  builder  of 
the  Escorial.  Architecture,  which  grew  with  the  monarchy,  shared  in  its 
decline,  and  succumbed  under  the  influence  of  Churriguera,  whose  name,  like 
that  of  a heresiarch,  has  become  synonymous  in  Spain  with  his  doctrine  and 
with  all  that  is  false  and  vile  in  taste : thus  el  Cliurrignerismo,  Churrigueresco, 
is  used  iu  the  sense  of  llococo  ; marble  and  wood  were  then  tortured  into  absurd 
caprice,  and  gilding  plastered  on  with  greater  profusion  than  even  in  the 
worst  days  of  Louis  XIV.,  when  every  thing  was  a French  lie.  There  is  scarcely 
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Sect.  I. 


a village  in  Spain  whose  parish  church  has  escaped  the  harpy  touch  of  this 
fatal  epoch;  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Royal  Academical  style,  which  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Bourbons  and  is  practised  at  present  Hence  the  poor  conven- 
tionalities of  their  modern  buildings,  without  soul,  spirit,  interest,  or  nationality 
(Longe  fuge!);  yet  these  bald  veneerings  of  other  men’s  ideas,  coldly  correct 
and  classically  dull,  are  admired  by  Spaniards,  who  point  them  out  to  the 
stranger’s  notice,  in  preference  to  the  nobler  examples  of  the  Moorish,  Gothic, 
and  Cinque-cento  periods.  A resume  of  Spanish  architecture  will  he  found  in 
a paper  of  ours.  Quarterly  Review,  No.  cliv.  Among  the  many  architects  of 
Spain  the  following  may  be  mentioned,  as  those  whose  works  are  best  deserving 
of  notice.  The  date  marks  the  epoch  about  which  they  flourished  or  died,  as 
given  by  Cean  Bermudez,  to  whom  refer  for  details: — • 


Tioda,  or  Fioda  . . 840 
Mateo,  Maestro.  . . 1160 
Blay,  Pedro  ....  1435 
Colonia,  J uan  de  . 1442 
Gumiel,  Pedro.  . . 1492 
Egas,  Henrique  . . 1494 
Arandia,  Juan  de  . 1499 
Berruguete.  Alonso  1500 
Andino,  Cristobal  . 1500 
Rodriguez,  Alonso.  1500 
Gil'  de  Hontanon, 

Juan 1511 

Covarrubias,  Al“.  . 1512 


Badajoz,  Juan  de 
Machuca,  Pedro  . 
Ibarra,  Pedro  de. 
Forment,  Damieu 
Ruiz,  Fernan  . . 
Borgona,  Felipe  . 
Colonia,  Simon  de 
Riaho,  Diego  . . 
Valdelvira,  Pedro 
Yoli,  Gabriel  . . 
Siloe,  Diego  . . . 
Bedel,  Pedro , . . 


Ezquerra,  Pedro.  . 1550 

Xamete 1550 

Carpintero,  Macias  1560 
Villalpando,  Fro.  . 1560 
Herrera,  Juan  de  . 1570 
Theotocupuli,  Dorn  1575 
Monegro,  J.  B.  . . 1580 
Mora,  Francisco  . . 1596 
Churriguera,  Jos6  . 1725 
Juvara,  Felipe . . . 1735 
Rodriguez,  Ventura  1 750 
Sabatini,  Francisco  1760 


No,  14.  KCCLE8IOLOGICAL  TOUB. 


Seville,  S. 

Cordova,  C. 

Jaen,  C. 

Granada,  C. 

Madrid,  C. 

Toledo,  C. 

Cuenca,  R. 

Alcala  de  Henarcs,  R. 


Madrid,  C. 
Avila,  R. 
Escorial,  R. 
Segovia,  C. 
Valladolid,  R, 
Salamanca,  R. 
Zamora,  R. 
Santiago,  R. 


Oviedo,  R.  S. 
I^on,  R. 

Burgos,  R. 
Zaragoza,  C. 
Huesca,  R. 
Barcelona,  C. 
Tarragona,  C.  S. 
Valencia,  C.  S. 


The' most  remarkable  cathedrals  and  churches  will  be  found  in  this  route; 
every  other  example,  however,  worth  observation,  will  be  pointed  out  at  its 
respective  locality.  As  a general  rule  the  student  should  carefully  examine 
the  metropolitan  cathedral  of  each  see,  as  it  will  be  usually  found  to  furnish 
the  type  of  the  minor  collegiate  and  parochial  churches  within  the  diocese;  and 
although  a general  homogeneous  style  marks  architectural  periods  throughout 
the  Peninsula,  yet  architecture,  like  dialects  and  costume,  has  its  localisms  and 
provincialisms,  which  are  very  pronounced  in  this  kingdom,  that  is  itself  an 
aggregate  of  unamalgamating  components. 

It  will  be  very  useful  to  the  stranger  to  be  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
leading  dispositions  and  technical  terms,  as  regards  the  cathedrals  of  Spain, 
which  necessarily  form  a leading  item  in  the  “what  to  observe’’  of  intelligent 
investigators ; the  exteriors  are  often  surrounded  with  a platform  or  lonja, 
which,  if  ascended  to  by  steps,  is  called  a gradus,  “ grees the  principal 
front  is  frequently  left  unfinished,  first  in  order  to  disarm  the  evil  eye,  and  next 
to  serve  as  a constant  pretext  for  begging  contributions  for  its  completion. 
The  western  entrance  commonly  presents  the  chief  facade,  and  is  called 
lachada  principal;  the  naves,  naves,  are  supported  by  piers,  pilones,  from 
whence  springs  the  roof,  boveda.  The  side  aisles,  alas,  wings,  are  called 
iterates,  co-lai erales ; at  the  entrance  is  a small  pila,  stoup,  or  bcnitier,  which 
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contains  the  agua  bendita,  or  holy  water,  with  which  every  Spaniard  crosses 
him  or  herself  on  entrance,  santiquanse.  The  quire,  coro,  is  ordinarily  placed 
in  the  centre  nave,  thus  blocking  it  up  and  concealing  the  high  altar ; its  back, 
which  fronts  the  spectator  who  enters  from  the  west,  is  called  el  trascoro ; the 
lateral  sides  los  respaldos  del  coro,  and  over  these  the  organs  are  usually 
placed.  The  quire  is  lined  with  stalls,  sillas ; the  seats,  silleria  del  coro,  are 
generally  carved,  and  often  most  beautifully,  as  are  the  desks  of  the  quirister’s 
books.  Ion  atriles,  and  the  lecterns  or  facistoles. 

Opposite  to  the  coro  is  an  open  space,  which  marks  the  centre  of  the  transept, 
crucero,  and  over  which  is  the  great  dome,  el  cimborio.  This  6pace  is  called  the 
“ entre  Ion  dos  coros,”  and  divides  the  quire  from  the  high  altar.  This,  again, 
is  usually  isolated  and  fenced  off  by  a reja,  “ purclose,”  or  railing,  the  cancelli, 
gratings,  whence  comes  our  term  chancel.  These  rejag  are  among  the  most 
remarkable  and  artistical  peculiarities  of  Spain,  and,  from  being  made  of  iron, 
have  escaped  the  melting-pot.  The  pulpits,  pulpitos,  ambones,  generally  two 
in  number,  are  placed  in  the  angle  outside  the  chancel : they  are  fixed  N.W. 
and  S.  W.,  in  order  that  the  preacher  may  face  the  congregation,  who  look 
towards  the  high  altar,  without  his  turning  his  back  to  it.  Ascending  usually 
by  steps  is  the  capilla  mayor,  el  presbiterio,  where  is  the  high  altar,  el  altar 
mayor,  on  which  is  placed  a tabernacle,  el  tabernaculo,  or  ciborio,  under  which 
the  consecrated  wafer  is  placed  in  a viril,  or  open  “ monstrance,”  when  dis- 
played, or  manifestadq.  When  the  wafer  is  not  exhibited,  it  is  enclosed  in  a 
gagrario,  or  tabernacle.  In  some  churches,  as  at  Lugo  and  Leon,  the  host  is 
always  displayed  for*  public  adoration ; in  others,  only  at  particular  times : 
generally,  in  great  towns,  this  is  done  in  all  the  churches  by  rotation,  and 
during  forty  hours,  las  cuarenta  horas,  which  are  duly  mentioned  in  almanacs 
and  newspapers. 

At  the  back  of  the  high  altar  rises  a screen,  or  reredog,  called  el  retablo ; 
these  often  are  most  magnificent,  reared  high  aloft,  and  crowned  with  a “ holy 
rood,”  la  Santa  Cruz,  which  is  the  representation  of  Christ  on  the  Cross,  with 
St.  John  and  the  Virgin  at  his  side.  The  retablos  are  most  elaborately  de- 
signed, carved,  painted,  and  gilt  estofado.  They  are  divided  into  compart- 
ments, either  by  niches  or  intercolumniations ; and  these  spaces  are  filled  with 
paintings  or  sculpture,  generally  representing  the  life  of  the  Virgin,  or  of  the 
Saviour,  or  subjects  taken  from  the  Bible,  and  not  unfrequently  from  the  local 
legends  and  tutelars : these  are  the  books  of  those  who  can  see,  but  cannot  read. 
The  place  of  honour  is  usually  assigned  to  la  Santisima,  the  most  blessed  one, 
the  Virgin,  the  “Queen  of  Heaven”  (Jer.  xliv.  17),  represented  either  in  the 
attitude  of  her  Concepcion,  Assumption,  or  as  bearing  the  infant  Saviour.  To 
her,  indeed,  most  of  the  cathedrals  of  Spain  are  dedicated,  whilst  in  every  church 
in  the  Peninsula  she  has  her  Lady  Chapel.  Few  Spaniards  ever  at  any  time,  in 
crossing  the  cathedral,  pass  the  high  altar  without  bowingand  crossing  themselves, 
since  the  incarnate  Host  is  placed  thereon  : and  in  order  not  to  offend  the  weaker 
brethren,  every  considerate  Protestant  should  also  manifest  an  outward  respect 
for  this  the  holy  of  holies  of  the  natives,  and  of  his  Redeemer  also.  Sometimes 
kings,  queens,  and  princes  are  buried  near  the  high  altar,  which  is  then  called  a 
capilla  real.  The  sarcophagus,  or  bed  on  which  the  figures  representing  the 
deceased  kneel  or  lie,  is  called  urna.  Spaniards,  in  designating  the  right  and 
left  of  the  altar,  generally  use  the  terms  ladodel  Evamjelio,  lado  de  la  Epistolu: 
the  Gospel  side,  that  is  the  right,  looking  from  the  altar ; the  Epistle  side,  that 
is  the  left.  These  are  the  spots  occupied  by  the  minister  while  reading  those 
portions  of  the  service.  The  altar  on  grand  occasions  is  decked  with  superbly 
embroidered  coverlets  ; a complete  set  is  called  el  terno.  The  piers  of  the  nave 
are  then  hung  with  damask  or  velvet  hangings,  colyaduras ; the  back  of  the 
altar  is  called  el  trasaltar,  and  here  in  some  cathedrals  is  el  trasparente,  a huge 
pile  of  elaborately  worked  marble,  which  is  anything  but  transparent. 
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Spanish  cathedrals  generally  have  a parish  church  attached  to  them,  la  par- 
roquia,  and  many  have  a royal  chapel,  una  capilla  real,  quite  distinct  from  the 
high  altar,  in  which  separate  services  are  performed  by  a separate  establishment 
of  clergy.  The  chapter-houses  should  always  be  visited.  The  mla  del  ca- 
bildo,  sala  capitular,  have  frequently  an  ante-room,  antesala,  and  both  gene- 
rally contain  carvings  and  pictures.  The  sagrario  is  a term  used  for  the  addi- 
tional chapel  which  is  sometimes  appended  to  the  cathedral,  and  also  for  the 
chamber,  el  relicario,  where  the  relics  and  sacred  vessels  of  silver  and  gold  are 
or  rather  were  kept,  for  their  portable  and  ready  money  value  were  too  evident 
to  escape  the  greedy  eye  of  French  invaders  and  Spanish  appropriators ; in 
reality  to  plunder  church  plate,  was  the  paramount  object  of  almost  every  Buo- 
napartist  Victor,  who  constantly  neglected  military  duties  to  enrich  themselves 
by  sacrilege,  pillage,  and  peculation.  One  of  the  earliest  thoughts  of  the  Duke 
was  how  “to  make  the  French  generals  disgorge  the  church  plate  which  they 
had  stolen”  (Disp.,  Aug.  23,  1808):  this  he  settled  by  English  steel  purgatives; 
indeed,  the  hope  of  pillage  is  what  endeared  war  to  the  revolutionary  upstarts 
of  France;  consequently,  vast  quantities  have  disappeared:  a few  specimens, 
however,  of  the  D’Arphes  and  Cellinis  of  Spain  remain,  and  chiefly  at  Toledo, 
Seville,  Santiago,  and  Oviedo  (see  some  remarks  at  pp.  342,  568).  The  most 
remarkable  objects  to  examine  are  the  altar  candlesticks,  candeleros,  blandunes  ; 
the  calhc,  or  sacramental  cup;  the  porta  pax,  in  which  relics  are  enclosed,  and 
offered  to  devout  osculation ; the  cruces,  crosses ; baculos,  croziers ; and  the 
vergers’  staves,  cetros.  The  traveller  should  always  inquire  if  there  be  a custo- 
dia,  whether  of  silver,  plata,  or  of  silver  gilt,  subredvrqda.  They  are  called 
cuslodius  because  in  them,  on  grand  festivals,  the  consecrated  Host  is  kept.  The 
custodia,  containing  the  wafer,  thus  guarded,  is  deposited  on  Good  Friday  in  the 
sepulchre,  el  monumento.  This  is  a pile  of  wood-work  which  is  put  up  for  the 
occasion  ; and  in  some  cathedrals — Seville,  for  instance — is  of  great  architec- 
tural splendour. 

The  vestry  is  called  la  sacristia,  and  its  showman,  or  official  servant,  el  sa- 
cristan: here  the  robes  and  utensils  of  the  officiating  ministers  are  put  away. 
These  saloons  are  frequently  remarkable  for  the  profusion  of  mirrors  which  are 
hung,  like  pictures,  all  around  over  the  presses:  the  looking-glasses  are  slanted 
forwards,  in  order  that  the  priest,  when  arrayed,  may  have  a full-length  view 
of  himself  in  these  clerical  Psyches.  The  dresses  and  copes  of  the  clergy  are 
magnificently  embroidered,  for  the  Spaniards  excel  in  this  art  of  working  silver 
and  gold:  it  is  Oriental,  and  inherited  from  Phoenician  and  Moor. 

The  painted  glass  in  the  windows,  las  vidrieras  de  las  ventanas,  is  often  most 
superb,  although  the  Spaniards  have  produced  very  few  artists  in  this  chemical 
branch,  and  they  mostly  employed  painters  from  Flanders  and  Germany. 

The  chief  rejeros  or  makers  of  purcloses,  railings,  are  Francisco  de  Sala- 
manca, 1533;  Christobal  Andino,  1540;  Francisco  de  Villalpando,  15G1 ; Juan 
Bautista  Celma,  1600.  The  most  remarkable  plateros  or  workers  in  silver  are 
the  D’Arphe  family,  1500;  Juan  Ruiz, el  Vandplino,  1533;  and  Alonso Becerril, 
1534. 

XI. — Religious  Festivals  Toeh. 

Religion  has  long  been  mixed  up  most  intimately  in  every  public,  private, 
and  social  relation  of  Spain,  where  a powerful  and  intelligent  clergy  marshalled 
into  their  service  even  popular  amusements,  making  a holy  day  and  a holiday 
synonymous.  The  church  ceremonials,  on  grand  days,  although  now  shorn  of 
their  splendour,  should  always  be  visited,  and  especially  when  celebrated  in 
honour  of  the  tutelar  saint  or  miracle  of  each  particular  district : local  costumes 
and  manners  will  be  best  studied  at  the  Fiestas  y Jlomerias,  the  Festivals  and 
Pilgrimages  to  some  high  place  or  shrine,  and  at  the  Veladas,  the  Wakes  or 
Vigils,  the  German  Kirchweihe,  which  in  a fine  climate  are  at  once  attractive 
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and  picturesque.  Akin  to  these  scanty  relaxations  of  the  peasantry  are  the 
Ferias  or  fairs,  a word  which  also  has  a double  meaning,  for  the  Spaniards, 
imitating  the  Moors,  have  always  been  permitted  to  combine  a little  traffic 
with  devotion. 

The  principal  local  saints,  sites  of  pilgrimage,  and  leading  fairs  will  be 
mentioned  in  their  respective  places : travellers  curious  in  these  matters  should 
endeavour  to  be  at  Valencia  April  5,  at  Madrid  April  15,  Honda  May  20, 
and  Santiago  July  25,  and  should  always  remember  to  be  in  some  great  city 
during  the  Holy  Week  or  Semana  Santa  (Seville  is  the  best),  and  during  Corpus 
Christi,  a moveable  feast  which  takes  place  the  first  Thursday  after  Trinity 
Sunday,  and  is  celebrated  every  where  in  Spain  with  great  pomp,  especially  at 
Seville,  Granada,  Valencia,  Barcelona,  and  Toledo.  All  the  infinite  holy  days 
that  are  kept  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  deserve  notice,  as  do  the  more  gloomy 
services  connected  with  the  dead  on  the  days  of  All  Saints  and  All  Souls  in  the 
beginning  of  November.  The  festivities  of  Christmas  and  Carnival  time  are 
more  joyous,  and  very  national  and  peculiar. 

XII. — Mineral  Baths. 

These  are  very  numerous,  and  have  always  been  much  frequented,  hi  every 
part  of  the  Peninsula  such  names  as  Caldas,  the  Roman  Calidas,  and  Alhama,  the 
Arabic  Al-hamun,  denote  the  continuance  of  baths,  in  spite  of  the  changes  of 
nations  and  language.  From  Al-hamun,  the  Hhamman  of  Cairo,  our  Covent 
Garden  Hummums  are  derived ; but  very  different  are  the  Spanish  accommoda- 
tions, which  are  mostly  rude,  inadequate,  and  inconvenient.  The  Junta  suprema 
de  Sanidad,  or  Official  Board  of  Health,  has  published  a list  of  the  names  of 
the  principal  baths,  and  their  proper  seasons.  At  each  a medical  superintendent 
resides,  who  is  appointed  by  government. 


Names  of  Batlis. 

Province. 

Vicinity. 

Seasons. 

Cbiclana  . . . 

Andalucia. 

Cadiz. 

June  to  October.  ' 

Paterna  de  la  Rivera 

do. 

Medina  Sidonia. 

J une  to  September. 

Arenocillo  . . . 

do. 

Cordova. 

do.  do. 

Horcajo  . . . 

do. 

do. 

(May  to  June. 

( August  to  September. 

Alhama  . . . 

do. 

Granada. 

( April  to  June. 

1 September  to  October. 

Graena  .... 

do. 

Purullena. 

(May  to  June. 
(August  to  October. 

Lanjaron  . . . 

do. 

Lanjaron. 

May  to  September. 

Sierra  Alamilla  . 

do. 

Almeria. 

( May  to  June. 
(September  to  October. 

Guarda  vieja  . . 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

Marmolejo  . . 

do. 

Jaen. 

(April  to  June. 

( September  to  November 

Frailes  .... 

do. 

do. 

June  to  September. 

Carratraca  . . 

do. 

Malaga. 

do.  do. 

Archena  . . . 

Murcia. 

Murcia. 

(April  to  June. 
(September  to  October. 

Busot  .... 

Valencia. 

Alicante. 

(May  to  June. 
(September  to  October. 

Bellus  .... 

do. 

Xativa. 

( April  to  June. 
(September  to  October. 

Villa  vieja  . . . 

do. 

Castellon. 

( May  to  July. 

(August  to  September. 

Caldas  de  Moubuy 

Catalonia. 

Matard. 

( May  to  July. 

( September  to  October. 

Olesay  Esparraguera  do. 

Barcelona. 

July  to  September. 
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Mineral  Baths — continued. 


Names  of  Bathe. 

Frovince. 

Vicinity. 

Sensons. 

Alhama  . . . 

Arragon. 

Calatayud. 

June  to  September 

Quinto  .... 

do. 

Zaragoza. 

May  to  September. 

Tierinas  . . . 

do. 

Cinco-villas. 

do.  do. 

Panticosa  . . . 

do. 

Huesca. 

June  to  September. 

Secura  .... 

do. 

Daroca. 

May  to  September. 

Fitero  .... 

Navarra. 

Pamplona. 

do.  do. 

Hervideros  . . 

La  Mancha. 

Ciudad  Real. 

June  to  September. 

Fuencaliente  . . 

do. 

do. 

May  to  June. 

Solan  de  Cabras  . 

New  Castile. 

Cuenca. 

June  to  September. 

Sacedon  . . . 

do. 

Guadalajara. 

do.  . do. 

Trillo  .... 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

El  Molar  . . . 

do. 

Madrid. 

do.  do. 

Ledesma  . . . 

Old  Castile. 

Salamanca. 

do.  do. 

Arnedillo  . . . 

do. 

Logrono. 

do.  do. 

Alange  .... 

Estreraadura. 

Baaajoz. 

do.  do. 

Monte  mayor 

do. 

Caceres. 

do.  do. 

Arteijo  . . . 

Gallicia. 

La  Coruna. 

July  to  September. 

Lugo  .... 

do. 

do. 

June  to  September. 

Carballino  . . 

do. 

Orense. 

July  to  September. 

Cortegada  . . 

do. 

do. 

June  to  September. 

Caldas  dc  Reyes 

do. 

Pontevedra. 

July  to  September. 

Caldelas  de  Tuy 

do. 

do. 

do.  do. 

Cestona  . . . 

Guipuzcoa. 

• . 

June  to  September. 

La  Hermida  . . 

Asturias. 

Santander. 

do.  do. 

XIII. — Kings  of  Spain. 


The  subjoined  chronology  of  the  order  of  succession  of  the  Kings  of  Spain, 
from  the  Goths,  is  useful  lor  the  purposes  of  dates.  The  years  of  their  deaths 
are  given  from  the  official  and  recognised  lists. 


Gothic  Kings 

Ataulfo  . . 

Sigerico  . . 

Walia  . 
Theodoredo  . 
Turisniundo  . 
Theodorico  . 

* Eurico  . . 

Alarico 
Gesalico  . 
Arualarico.  . 
Theudio  . 
Theudesilo 
Agila  . . . 

Atanagildo 
Leuva  I.  . . 

Leovigildo 
Recaredo  I.  . 
Lenva  II.  . 
Witerico  . 
Gundemaro  . 
Sisebuto  . 
Recaredo  II.  .. 
Suintila  . 


A.D.  | 

417 
417  | 
420 
451 
454 
467  I 
483 
506 
510 
531 
548  | 
540 
554 
567 
572 
586 
601 
G03 
600 
G12 
621 
621 
631  | 


Sisenanto  . 

Chintila  . . 

Tulga  .... 

Chindasuindo 

Reccsvinto 

Waniba 

Ervigio 

Egica  .... 
Witiza 

Don  Rodrigo  . 

Kings  of  Leon. 
Pelayo 

Favila  .... 
Alonso  I.  el  Cato- 
lico  .... 
Fruela  I.  . 

Aurelio  . . 

Silo  .... 
Mauregato 
Bermudo  I.  el  Di- 
acono 

Alonso  II.  el  Casto 


A.D. 

635 

638 

640 

650 

672 

687 

687 

701 

711 

714 


737 

739 

757 

768 

774 

783 

788 

795 

843 


Ramiro  I.  . 

A.D. 

850 

Ordoiio  I.  . . 

862 

Alonso  III. 

el 

Magno  . 

910 

Garcia 

913 

Ordoiio  II. 

923 

Fruela  II.  . . 

924 

Alonso  IV. 

el 

Monge  . 

930 

Ramiro  II. 

950 

Ordoiio  III.  . 

955 

Sancho  I.  . . 

967 

Ramiro  HI.  . 

992 

Bermudo  II.  . 

999 

Alonso  V.  . 

1023 

Bermudo  III.  . 

1037 

Dona  Sancha  . 

1067 

Kings  if  Castile  and 
J*on. 

Fernando  I.  . . 1067 

Sancho  II.  . . 1073 

Alonso  VI.  . . 1108k 
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Kings  of  Spain — continued. 

' A.D.  A.D.  ! A.D. 

Dona  Uraca  . . 1126  Alonso  XI.  . . 1350  Felipe  II.  . . . 1598 

Alonso  VII.  Em-  Pedro  I.  el  Cruel . 1369  1 Felipe  III.  . . 1621 

perador . . . 1157  Henrique  II.  . . 1379  | Felipe  IV.  . . 1665 

Sancho  III.  . . 1158  Juan  I.  . . . 1390  . Carlos  II.  . . . 1700 

Alonso  VIII.  . . 1214  Henrique  III.  . 1407  1 Felipe  V.  abdi- 

Ilenrique  I.  . . 1217  Juan  II.  . . . 1454  ' cated  . . 1724 

Fernando  II.  . . 1188  Henrique  IV.  el  Luis  I.  ...  1724 

Alonso  IX.  . . 1230  Impotente  . . 1474  Felipe  V.  . . . 1746 

Dona  Berenguel'a  1244  Dona  Isabel,  la  Ca-  Fernando  VI.  . 1759 

San  Fernando  III.  1252  tolica  *.  . ._1504  Carlos  III.  . . 1788 

Alonso  X.  el  Sabio  1284  Fernando  V.  . . 1516  Carlos  IV.,  abdi- 

Sancho  IV.  el  Dona  Juana  . . 1555  cated  . . . 1808 

Bravo  . . . 1295  Felipe  I.  . . 1506  ! Fernando  VII.  . 1833 

Fernando  IV.  el  Carlos  V.,  I.  de  ; Isabel  II.  . 

Emplazado . . 1312  Espaiia  . . . 1558  I 

XIV. — Table  of  Contemporary  Sovereigns. 

The  periods  have  been  selected  during  which  leading  events  in  Spanish  history 

have  occurred. 

▲.n.  Spain.  England.  France.  Rome. 

800  Alonso  II.  el  Casto  . Egbert  . . Charlemagne.  Leo  III. 

877  Alonso  III.  el  Magno  Alfred  . . Louis  II.  . John  VII. 

996  Ramiro  III.  . . . Ethelred  II.  Hugh  Capet  . Gregory  V. 

1075  Sancho  II.  . . . {^onquerS*}  PhiliP L * * GreSory V1L 

1155  Alonso  VII.  . . . Henry  II.  . Louis  VII.  . { Breakspeare. 

1245  San  Fernando  , . Henry  III.  . St.  Louis . . Innocent  IV. 

1345  Alonso  XI.  . . . Edward  III.  . Philip  VI.  . Benedict  VI. 

1360  Pedro  el  Cruel  . . Edward  III. . John  II.  . . Innocent  VI. 

1485  Isabel  la  Catolica.  . Henry  VII.  . Charles  VIII.  Innocent  VIII. 

1515  Fernando  de  Aragon . Henry  VIII.  Francis  I.  . Leo  X. 

1550  Carlos  V Edward  VI.  . Henry  II.  . Paul  III. 

1560  Felipe  II Elizabeth  . Charles  IX.  . Pius  IV. 

1644  Felipe  IV.  . . . Charles  I.  . Louis  XIV.  . Innocent  X. 

1705  Felipe  V Anne  . . Louis  XIV.  . Clement  XI. 

1760  Carlos  III.  . . . George  III.  . Louis  XV.  . Clement  XIII. 

1808  Fernando  VII.  . . George  III.  . Buonaparte  . Pius  VII. 

1840  Isabel  II Victoria  . . Louis-Philippe 

XV. — The  Royal  Arsis  of  Spain. 

Those  which  appear  on  most  of  all  religious  and  public  buildings  are  certain 
aids  in  fixing  dates.  They  have  from  time  to  time  undergone  many  changes,  and 
those  changes  mark  epochs.  The  “canting”  Castle  was  first  assumed  for 
Castile,  and  the  Lion  for  Leon  ; the  earliest  shields  were  parted  per  cross,  gules, 
a castle  or,  argent  a lion  rampant  gules,  or  more  properly  purpure.  In  1332 
Alonso  XI.  instituted  the  order  of  La  Vanda,  the  “ Band,”  or  scarf ; the  charge 
was  a bend  dexter  gules  issuing  from  two  dragons’  heads  vert  This  was  the 
charge  of  the  old  banner  of  Castile.  It  was  discontinued  in  1369,  by  Henry  II., 
who  hated  an  order  of  which  his  brother  had  deprived  him.  The  colours  of 
the  flag  of  Spain  are  red  and  yellow,  because  Castile  bears  gules  and  or. 
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The  union  of  Arragon  and  Castile  in  1479,  under  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 
made  a great  change  in  the  royal  shield.  It  was  then  divided  by  coupe  and 
party : the  first  ana  fourth  areas  were  given  to  Castile  and  Leon  quartered,  the 
second  and  third  to  Arragon — Or,  four  bars,  gules — and  Sicily  impaled ; 
Navarre  and  Jerusalem  were  added  subsequently:  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 
who  were  much  devoted  to  St.  John  the  Evangelist,  adopted  bis  eagle,  sable 
with  one  head,  as  the  supporter  of  their  common  shield : they  each  assumed  a 
separate  device  : Isabella  took  a bundle  of  arrows,  Flechas,  and  the  letter  F, 
the  initial  of  her  husband's  name  and  of  this  symbol  of  union.  The  arbitrary 
Ferdinand  took  a Yoke,  Yugo,  and  the  letter  1,  the  initial  of  his  wife’s  name 
and  of  the  despotic  machine  which  he  fixed  on  the  neck  of  Moor  and  Spaniard  : 
he  added  the  motto  Tato  mGta,  Tanto  mouta.  Tantamount,  to  mark  his  as- 
sumed equality  with  his  Castilian  queen,  which  the  Castilians  never  ad- 
mitted. 

When  Granada  was  captured  in  1492,  a pomegranate  stalked  and  leaved 
proper,  with  the  shell  open-grained  gules,  was  added  to  the  point  of  the  shield 
in  base:  wherever  this  is  wanting,  the  traveller  may  be  certain  that  the  build- 
ing is  prior  to  1492.  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  are  generally  called  los  Reyes 
Catolicos,  the  Catholic  sovereigns ; they  were  very  great  builders,  and  lived  at 
the  period  of  the  most  florid  Gothic  and  armorial  decorations : they  were  very- 
fond  of  introducing  figures  of  heralds  in  tabards. 

The  age  of  their  grandson  Charles  V.  was  again  that  of  change : he  brought 
in  all  the  pomp  of  Teutonic  emblazoning  : and  the  arms  of  the  Roman  Empire, 
Austria,  Burgundy,  Brabant,  and  Flanders  were  added : the  apostolic  one-headed 
eagle  gave  way  to  the  doubled-headed  eagle  of  the  Empire : the  shield  was  en- 
closed with  the  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece  ; the  ragged  staff  of  Burgundy,  and 
the  pillars  of  Hercules,  with  the  motto  Plus  ultra,  plus  oultre,  were  added.  Philip 
II.  discontinued  the  Imperial  Eagle,  but  added  in  two  escutcheons  of  pretence 
the  arms  of  Portugal,  Artois,  and  Charolois.  These  were  omitted  by  his  grand- 
son Philip  IV.  when  Spain  began  to  fall  to  pieces  and  her  kingdoms  to  drop  off'; 
on  the  accession  of  Philip  V.  the  three  Bourbon//eur  de  lys  were  added  in  an 
escutcheon  of  pretence. 

The  arms  of  every  city  in  Spain  will  be  found  in  the  ‘ Rasgo  Heroico ’ of 
Ant.  Moya,  Madrid,  1756.  Those  of  private  families  are  endless.  Few  coun- 
tries can  vie  with  Spain  in  heraldic  pride  and  literature,  on  which  consult 
‘ Bibliotheca  Hispanica  Historico  Genealogico  Heraldica,’  Q.  E.  de  Frankenau, 
4to.,  Leipsig,  1724:  it  enumerates  no  less  than  1490  works ; the  real  author 
was  Juan  Lucas  Cortes,  a learned  Spaniard,  whose  MS.  treatises  on  heraldry 
and  jurisprudence  fell  into  the  hands  of  this  Frankenau,  a Dane,  by  whom  they 
were  appropriated  in  the  most  barefaced  manner ; consult  also  our  paper, 
* Quart.  Review,’  No.  cxxiii. 


XVI.— The  Era. 

The  antiquarian  will  frequently  meet  with  the  date  Era  in  old  books  or  on 
old  inscriptions.  This  mode  of  reckoning  prevailed  in  the  Roman  dominions, 
and  arose  from  a particular  payment  of  taxes,  as  ara  : therefore  the  Moors 
translated  this  date  by  Safar,  “ copper,”  whence  the  Spanish  word  azofur.  It 
commenced  in  the  fourth  year  of  Augustus  Ca:sar,  and  according  to  some,  on 
March  25th,  according  to  others  December  25th.  Volumes  have  been  -written 
on  this  disputed  point:  consult  ‘ Obras  Chronologieas,’  Marques  de  Mondejar, 
folio,  Valencia,  1744,  and  the  second  volume  of  the  ‘ Espana  Sagrada.’  Suffice 
it  now  to  say,  that  to  make  the  Era  correspond  with  the-  Anno  Domini,  thirty- 
eight  years  must  be  added  ; thus  a.d.  1200  is  equivalent  to  the  Era  1238.  The 
use  of  the  Era  prevailed  in  Spain  down  to  the  twelfth  century,  when  the  modern 
tem  of  reckoning  from  the  date  of  the  Saviour  was  introduced,  not,  however. 
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to  the  exclusion  of  the  Era,  for  both  were  for  a long  time  frequently  used  in 
juxtaposition : the  Era  was  finally  ordered  to  be  discontinued  in  1^3,  by  the 
Cortes  of  Segovia. 

The  Moorish  Hegira  commences  from  Friday,  July  16,  a.d.  622. 

The  New  Style  was  introduced  by  Gregory  XIII.  into  Spain  in  1582,  at  the 
same  time  that  it  was  at  Rome ; October  5th  of  the  Old  Style  was  then  called 
October  1 5th.  This  change  must  always  be  remembered,  in  ascertaining  the 
exact  date  of  previous  events,  and  especially  in  comparing  Spanish  and  English 
dates,  since  the  New  Style  was  only  introduced  into  England  in  1751. 

XVII. — Spanish  Language  and  Phrases. 

Some  acquaintance  with  this  noble  idiom  is  absolutely  necessary  to  get  on 
tolerably  in  the  Peninsula,  where  no  other  is  spoken  or  understood,  a very  few 
large  cities  and  seaports  excepted.  The  unvisiting,  unvisited  people  of  Spain 
have  never  felt  the  necessity  of  using  any  other  language  but  their  own,  and 
have  left  to  a few  of  their  so-called  betters  the  disgrace  of  exchanging  a nasal 
nondescript,  which  they  call  French,  for  their  sonorous  Castilian,  in  which,  as 
Charles  V.  said,  “ God  ought  alone  to  be  addressed  in  prayer and  in  truth  of 
all  modern  languages  it  is  the  most  fitting  and  decorous  medium  for  solemn, 
lofty  devotion,  for  grave  disquisitions,  for  elevated,  moral,  and  theological  sub- 
jects ; an  exponent  of  national  character,  it  partakes  of  the  virtues  and  vices  of 
the  Spaniard — it  is  noble,  manly,  grandiloquent,  sententious,  and  imposing. 
The  commonest  village  alcalde  pens  his  placards  in  the  Cambyses  state-paper 
style,  more  naturally  than  Pitt  dictated  king’s  speeches  extemporaneously. 
The  pompous,  fine-sounding  expressions  and  professions  convey  to  plain  English 
understandings  promises  which  are  seldom  realised  by  Spaniards.  The  words 
are  so  fine  in  themselves  that  they  appear  to  be  the  result  of  thought  and  talent. 
The  ear  is  bewildered  and  the  judgment  carried  away  by  the  mistakes  we  make 
in  translating  all  these  fine  words — palubras,  palaver,  which  are  but  Oriental- 
isms, and  mean,  and  are  meant  to  mean,  nothing — into  our  homely,  business- 
like, honest  idiom.  We  take  Spanish  syllabubs  for  heavy  plum-pudding,  and 
deceive  ourselves  only ; for  no  official  Spaniard  ever  credits  another  to  the 
letter : our  literalness  induces  us  to  set  them  down  as  greater  boasters,  brag- 
garts, and  more  beggarly  in  performance  than  they  really  are.  This  wordy  ex- 
aggeration is  peculiar  to  southern  imaginative  people,  who  delight  in  the  ornate 
anil  gorgeous  ; our  readers  must  therefore  be  on  their  guard  not  to  take  au  pied 
de  la  lettre  all  this  conventional  hyperbole  of  Spanish  grandiloquence,  for  much 
less  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear.  Such  words  must  be  lowered  down  to  the 
standard  of  truth,  and  their  paper,  when  not  protested,  which  is  by  far  the  safest 
way,  at  least  discounted ; a deduction  of  twenty-five  per  cent,  will  seldom  be 
found  enough,  if  the  bona  fide  value  is  wished  to  be  ascertained. 

The  repugnance  to  all  commercial  and  mechanical  pursuits  which  has  been 
inherited  from  the  Goths,  and  the  fetters  bv  which  national  intellect  and  litera- 
ture have  been  so  long  confined,  have  rendered  the  idiom  comparatively  unfit 
for  most  of  the  practical  purposes  for  which  there  is  such  a growiug  demand  in 
this  business-like,  utilitarian  age.  It  has  yet  to  be  hammered  on  the  anvil  of  mere 
popular  concerns,  and  is  from  its  very  structure  as  unfitted  for  rapid  condensed 
conversation,  as  are  those  Spanish  talkers  and  twaddlers  who  use  it ; however,  as 
no  other  is  in  vogue,  the  traveller  must  either  hold  his  tongue  or  adopt  theirs. 
Nor  will  those  who  understand  Latin  and  French  find  much  difficulty  in  mas- 
tering Spanish ; while  a knowledge  of  Italian,  so  far  from  being  an  assistance, 
will  prove  a constant  stumbling-block.  Both,  it  is  true,  are  children  of  the 
Latin,  but  the  one  is  the  son  and  the  other  the  daughter ; the  terminations  of  the 
former  are  in  masculine  consonants;  of  the  latter,  in  feminine  vowels.  The 
pronunciation  of  Spanish  is  very  easy ; every  word  is  spoken  as  it  is  written,  and 
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with  the  lips  and  mouth,  not  the  nose ; the  consonants  g,j,  and  x,  before  certain 
vowels,  1^'e  a marked  Arabic  and  German  guttural  power,  which  confers  a 
force  and  manliness  that  is  far  from  disagreeable.  In  fact,  this  manliness,  com- 
bined with  gravity  and  oriental  majesty,  is  what  principally  distinguishes  the 
Spanish  from  the  Italian  language.  Again,  every  word  is  written  and  spelt  as 
it  is  pronounced — a comfort  to  a student  that  is  denied  in  our  so-called  ortho- 
graphy, in  which  letters  seem  to  have  been  given  to  conceal  the  sounds  of  words. 
The  g,  j,  and  x before  vowels  is  generally  written  now  with  j,  although  they 
may  be  used  optionally.  Thus  the  correct  thing  is  to  spell  Ximenez,  Gimenez,  or 
Jimenez.  Again,  the  b and  v have  long  been  cognate  and  convertible  ; thus  Aqui 
se  bende  buen  bino , occurs  on  inn  sign-posts,  as  often  as  Aqui  se  vende  buen  vino. 

The  original  language  of  the  Iberians  was  the  Basque,  which  is  now  confined 
to  its  hilly  corner.  See  preliminary  remarks,  Sect,  xii.,  p.  557.  It  was  super- 
seded by  the  Romance,  or  corrupt  idiom  formed  from  the  fusion  of  the  Koman 
and  Gothic  languages  ; this  hybrid  underwent  a further  change  from  its  admix- 
ture with  the  Arabic  at  the  Moorish  invasion,  when  two  new  dialects  were  formed 
— the  Aljamia  or  Spanish,  its  spoken  by  the  Moors,  and  the  Algarabia  or  Arabic, 
spoken  by  the  Spaniards.  This  latter  was  so  bad,  that  the  term,  in  its  secondary 
sense,  is  applied  to  any  gibberish — garabia — the  word,  strictly  speaking,  means 
logat-al-drabra,  the  Arabic  language.  In  Andalucia,  as  might  be  expected,  this 
fusion  was  the  greatest,  and  the  province,  in  the  names  of  her  rivers,  towns,  and 
mountains,  still  retains  the  language  of  her  former  possessors,  although  the 
Spaniards  have  even  forgotten  their  meaning:  thus  they  call  the  Wadi  'l  hiber, 
the  great  river,  el  rio  grande  del  Guadalquivir  ; los  banos  de  Alhama,  the  baths 
of  the  bath  ; el  puente  de  Alcantara,  the  bridge  of  the  bridge. 

Although  el  hablar  Castellano  means  emphatically,  speaking  Spanish,  yet 
separate  dialects  prevail  in  Valencia,  Catalonia,  Arragon,  the  Basque  provinces, 
in  the  Asturias,  and  Gallicia.  These  may  be  conveniently  classed  under  four 
great  branches: — the  primitive  Basque,  the  Valencian  and  Catalonian,  which 
comes  near  the  Provencal,  as  the  Arragonese  does  to  the  langue  d'Oc,  or  Lerno- 
sin,  the  AsturiaD  and  Gallician,  and  the  Castilian,  which  may  be  compared  to 
a heap  of  corn,  composed  of  many  different  classes  of  grain.  The  purest  Cas- 
tilian is  written  and  spoken  at  Madrid  and  at  Toledo,  the  most  corrupt  is  in  the 
cities  of  Andalucia.  One  marked  difference  in  pronunciation  consists  in  the 
sound  of  the  th ; the  Castilian  marks  it  clearly — Zaragoza,  Tharagotha ; Auda- 
luz,  Andaluth  ; placer,  plather ; usted,  usteth:  while  the  Audalucian,  whose 
ceceo  is  much  laughed  at,  will  say  Saragosa,  placer,  or  plaser,  Andaluce,  uste. 
The  traveller  should  never  pronounce  the  A when  at  the  beginning  of  a word ; 
liombre,  haeer,  must  be  Ombre,  other.  The  Castilian  speaks  with  a grave,  dis- 
tinct pronunciation,  ore  rotundo,  enunciating  every  letter  and  syllable.  The 
Andalucian  clips  the  Queen’s  Spanish,  and  seldom  sounds  the  d between  two 
vowels ; lo  come,  he  eats  it,  and  says  comio,  querio,  ganao,  for  comido,  querido, 
ganado;  no  vale  nfi,  no  hag  no,  for  no  vale  nada,  no  hag  nada. 

The  Castilians  are  sparing  of  words ; indeed,  throughout  Spain,  much  inter- 
course is  carried  on  by  signs,  especially  among  the  lower  classes  ; thus,  energetic 
defiance  or  contempt  (the  national  oath  expressed  by  telegraph)  is  irresistibly 
conveyed  by  closing  the  fist  of  the  right  hand,  elevating  it,  and  catching  the 
elbow  in  the  palm  of  the  left  hand,  and  thus  raising  the  right  arm  at  a right 
angle.  People  call  each  other  by  a polite  hissing,  or  rather  by  the  labial  sound 
Ps,  ps.  The  telegraph  action  of  this  sibilant — Hola  ! ven  aca,  querido  ! — is  done 
by  reversing  our  form  of  beckoning;  the  open  hand  is  raised,  and  the  palm  is 
turned  toward  the  person  summoned  or  selected,  and  the  four  fingers  drawn 
rapidly  up  and  down  into  the  palm.  Admiration — sobresaliente , que  bueita 
moza  ! — is  expressed  by  collecting  the  five  fingers’  tips  to  a point,  bringing  them 
to  the  Up,  kissing  them,  and  then  expauding  the  hand  like  a bursting  shell. 
Dissent—  mentira,  or  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  her,  or  him,  no  te  metas  en  eso 
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— is  quietly  hinted  by  raising  the  single  fore-finger  to  the  nose,  and  wagging  it 
rapidly  and  horizontally  backwards  and  forwards.  Astonishment,  incredulous 
surprise,  or  jocular  resignation  under  unavoidable,  irremediable  afflictions — is 
dumbshowed  by  crossing  oneself,  as  is  done  on  entering  a church  in  Spain. 
The  ancient  contemptuous  “Jig  of  Spain  v — a fig  for  you — is  digitally  repre- 
sented by  inserting  the  head  of  the  thumb  between  the  fore  and  middle  fingers, 
and  raising  the  back  of  the  hand  towards  the  person  thus  complimented.  The 
telegraph  of  the  fair  sex  is  the  fan,  abanico,  and  a code  might  be  written  on  its 
polyglot  powers. 

In  Andalucia,  the  head-quarters  of  the  fancy  la  Aficion,  a sort  of  slang  is 
very  current  which  is  prevalent  among  majos,  bull-fighters,  and  all  who  aspire 
to  be  sporting  characters  ; it  is  called  Germania , gerigonza,  jerga  (whence,  per- 
haps, oar  jargon).  It  has  often  been  confounded,  but  most  erroneously,  with 
Rommany,  or  the  language  of  Spanish  gipsies  Gitanos,  which  is  a Hindu 
dialect,  whereas  Germania  is  simply  a language  of  metaphor,  or  a giving  a 
new  conventional  meaning  to  an  old  word.  Thus  colegio,  a college,  in  slang 
means  a prison,  because  there  young  culprits  become  masters  of  sinful  arts.  Mr. 
Borrow,  in  his  graphic  ‘ Zincali,’  and  A . F.  Pott,  in  his  learned  compilation 
‘ Die  Zigeuner,’  2 vols.,  Halle,  1845,  have  exhausted  the  subject  of  gipsy- 
philology. 

The  best  method  of  acquiring  the  Spanish  language  is  to  establish  oneself  in  a 
good  casa  de  pupilos,  to  avoid  English  society  and  conversation,  to  read  Don 
Quixote  through  and  aloud  before  a master  of  a morning,  and  to  be  schooled  by 
female  tongues  of  an  evening.  The  ladies  of  Spain  prove  better  mistresses,  and 
their  lessons  are  more  attended  to  by  their  pupils,  than  the  inflections  and  irre- 
gular verbs  of  a snuffy  tobaccose  pedagogue,  a bore,  and  a button-holder,  rnaja- 
dero  y botarate.  Madame  Belem,  to  be  heard  of  at  Lee’s,  bookseller,  West 
Strand,  can  he  highly  recommended  as  a Spanish  language  teacher.  A good 
English  and  Spanish  grammar,  like  a good  English  and  Spanish  dictionary,  is 
still  a desideratum.  Readers  of  Don  Quixote  cannot  dispense  with  the  ‘ Tesoro  de 
la  Lenyua  Castellano,’  of  Don  Sebastian  Covarrubias,  Madrid,  1611  and  1674, 
which  abounds  with  quaint  and  amusing  information.  The  English  and  Spanish 
Dictionary  of  Neuman  and  Baretti  is  pretty  good,  but  for  ordinary  purposes  the 
French  aud  Spanish  Dictionary  of  Nunez  de  Taboada  is  on  the  whole  the  best; 
those  who  wish  to  trace  the  Arabic  influence  on  the  Spanish  language  cannot 
do  without  the  Arte  de  la  Lengtta  Arabica,  and  the  Vocabulario  Arabico , by 
Pedro  de  Alcala,  4to  .Granada,  1504;  they  are  generally  bound  up  together;  in 
them,  the  exact  idiom  spoken  by  the  Moors  of  Granada  is  to  be  ascertained. 

As  a “ wrinkle  ” to  students  it  will  be  found  useful  to  add  to  their  Taboada 
dictionary  sundry  blank  sheets,  and  set  down  on  them  the  colloquial,  conversa- 
tional phrases  which  recur  the  most  frequently,  for  spoken  language  differs 
everywhere  most  essentially  from  written ; take,  for  example,  a couple  of  leaves 
from  our  book,  the  common  every-day  and  lighter  subjects  having  been  pur- 
posely selected. 

Ojala  ! I wish  I could,  would  to  Allah  Segnn  y conforme,  just  as  it  may  turn 

it  were  so ! out. 

<St  Dios  quiere,  if  God  pleases.  The  Corriente,  all’s  right,  certainly. 

Inch  allah  ! of  the  Moors.  Es  regtdar  que  si,  I should  suppose  so. 

Valgame  Dios,  God  bless  me.  No  hay  inconveniente,  it  is  quite  con- 

^lte  Maria  purisimu,  a form  of  admi-  venient. 

ration.  Estd  dos  leguas  mas  alia,  it  is  two 

Sale  Dios,  quien  sabe  1 God  knows,  'leagues  further  on  ; mas  aca,  nearer. 

who  can  tell  ? En  el  dia  de  hoy,  now-a-days. 

Nose  sabe,  nobody  knows,  tliatdepends.  Lo  hago  por  amor  de  Vmd.,*  1 do  it  for 
May  Lien,  very  well.  your  sake. 

* Vmd.  is  explained  in  page  lxi. 
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Es  casa  de  mucho  aseo,  it  is  a very 
comfortable  house. 

Me  anno  una  trama,  he  laid  a trap  for 
me. 

Con  mucho  descoco  if  descaro,  with  a 
regular  brazen  face. 

Vaya  Vmd.  mucho  muy  en  horn  mala,  ill 
luck  betide  you  (an  oath). 

Ya  se  ce,  mas  cluro,  certainly,  quite  clear. 

Cabal,  no  cabe  duda,  exactly,  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 

Es  cerdad,  tiene  Vmd.  razon,  it  is  true, 
you  are  right. 

Por  supuesto,  of  course. 

Me  lo  presumo , me  lojiguro,  I presume 
so,  1 conclude  so. 

Sin  embargo,  a jtesar  de  eso,  neverthe- 
less, in  spite  of. 

Que  buena  moza ! what  a pretty  girl ! 

Muy  gunpa,  muy  guapita,  very  nice, 
uncommonly  nice. 

Me  lo  dij6  un  tal.  Don  Fulano,  so  and 
so  told  me,  Mr.  What-d’ye-call-him. 
Fulan  is  pure  Arabic. 

Perdone,  Vmd.,  dispense  Vmd.,  excuse 
me,  forgive  me. 

Disimule  Vmd.,  pardon  me. 

Eso  no  puede  ser  de  ningun  modo,  that  j 
cannot  be  on  any  account 

Eso  no  era  en  mi  afio,  it  was  not  in  my  ; 
year,  it  did  not  happen  in  my  time. 

Y no  era  mi  dano,  I have  no  right  to  ! 
complain. 

Pues,  sehores,  and  so,  sirs,  as  I was 
saying. 

Con  que  luego,  and  so  then. 

De  botones  adentro,  inside  outside. 

Me  viene  como  anillo  al  dado,  it  suits 
me  like  a ring  does  a finger. 

Que  se  aguante,  hast  a el  j neves,  let  him 
wait  (.till  Thursday). 

Sabe  muy  bien  guisar,  he  is  a capital 
cook. 

May  hinchada,  que  tono  se  da ! very 
proud,  what  airs  she  gives  herself ! 

No  me  da  la  gana,  I don't  choose,  I am 
not  in  the  humour. 

Ya  estd  hecha  la  diligencia,  the  com- 
mission or  thing  is  already  done. 

Que  disjxirate ! what  nonsense ! 

Humbre  de  bien,  a good,  an  honest  fellow. 

Tuna  ate  y embustero,  a good-for-nothing 
liar. 

Muer an  los  gavachos,  death  to  the  mis- 
creants (the  national  wish  as  regards  j 
the  French). 


Picaro,  picara,  rogue  (may  be  used 
playfully). 

Buena  alhaja,  buena  premia  es  Vmd., 
you  are  a pretty  jewel. 

Calavera,  atolondrado,  empty  noddle 
(skull). 

Muy  ordinario,  very  bad  style. 

No  vale  nada,  it  is  worth  nothing. 

Me  quiere  mucho,  he  is  very  fond  of 
me. 

Le  mande  a un  recado,  I sent  him  a mes- 
sage. , 

Es  hombre  tan  formal  como  nosotros,  he 
is  as  well-bred  as  we  are. 

Con  quien  se  puede  tratar,  you  can  live, 
do  business  with  him. 

Con  toda franqueza  Espafiola,  with  all 
Spanish  frankness. 

No  tiene  educacion,  he  is  very  ill-bred. 

No  conoce  el  mundo,  has  no  knowledge 
of  the  world. 

Tiene  cara  de  hereje,  he  is  very  ugly. 

Tiene  pecho  como  tabla  de  animas,  she 
is  very  scraggy. 

Ha  quedado  para  vestir  imagenes,  she  is 
an  old  maid. 

Es  una  erudita  a la  violeta,  una  mari- 
sabidilla,  she  is  a blue. 

Los  Espaiioles  son  muy  valientes,  the 
Spaniards  are  very  valiant. 

Algunos  con  las  dientes,  some  with 
their  teeth. 

Mtteren  como  chinches,  they  die  in 
numbers. 

Una  esquela,  una  esquelita,  a note,  a 
billet. 

A medio  pelo,  half-seas  over. 

Vamos  d las  tiendas,  let  us  go  shopping. 

Vamos,  vamonos  A la  calle,  let  us  go 
out  (literally,  into  the  street). 

Que  lastima  ! what  a pity  ! 

Me  da  lastima,  I am  very  sorry. 

Me  da  tanto  coraje,  it  puts  me  in  such 
a rage. 

Ne  me  quemes  la  sangre,  don’t  vex  me 
(burn  my  blood). 

Me  hace  volver  loco,  he  drives  me  mad. 

Vengo  sofocado,  I am  suffocated  with 
rage. 

Quedarse  fresco,  Llevar  chasco,  to  be 
done. 

Ah  que  me  burlas,  ah,  you  are  joking 
at  me. 

Lo  dice  en  broma,  he  says  it  in  jest. 

Corazon  de  cuartel,  a heart  as  roomy 
as  a barrack. 
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No  como  pan  de  valde,  I don’t  eat  my 
bread  gratis. 

No  compro  nada  de  gangas,  I buy  no- 
thing a bargain. 

Le  pone  el  pie  en  el  pescuezo,  she  hen- 
pecks  him. 

Tengo  mi  angel  de  guarda,  I have  my 
guardian  angel. 

Tengo  bula  para  todo,  I have  a hull  for 
everything  (I  am  a privileged  per- 
son). 

Tiene  el  diablo  en  el  cuerpo,  he  has  the 
devil  in  him. 

Que  mas  le  da  a Vmd.  1 what  is  that  to 
you? 

No  le  hare,  it  does  not  signify. 

Nopor  los  Undos  ojos  de  Vmd.,  not  for 
the  sake  of  your  good  looks  (eyes). 

Hezelo  que  lo  torneq  a tnal,  I am  afraid 
they  may  take  it  amiss. 

Una  cosa  de  tres  semanas,  about  three 
weeks. 

Mande  Vmd.  con  toda  franqueza,  com- 
mand me  quite  freely. 

Echaremos  un  paseito,  let  us  take  a walk. 

Tenga  Vmd.  cuidado,  take  care. 

No  tenga  Vmd.  miedo,  cuidado,  don’t 
be  afraid,  don’t  mind. 

Aqui  estog  yo,  I am  here. 

No  lo  repare,  l paid  no  attention  to  it. 

He  leido  una  porcion  de  el  las,  I have 
read  some  of  them. 

Ponar € tierra  por  medio,  I shall  be  off 
(put  earth  between). 

Hare  mucho  papel,  he  makes  a great 
show. 

Solid  a las  tablas,  went  on  the  stage 
(boards). 

Echemos  un  cigarrillo,  let  us  make  a 
cigar. 

No  fumo,  no  gasto  cigarros,  I do  not 
smoke,  I never  use  cigars. 

Fuego,  candela,  light  (to  light  cigars). 

Que  tonto  eres  ! how  silly  you  are  1 

Me  volvid  la  hoja,  he  changed  the  sub- 
ject, turned  over  a new  leaf. 

Dice  sandezes,  he  talks  nonsense. 

Sabe  mucho,  he  is  a clever  fellow. 

Sabe  un  punto  mas  que  el  diablo,  he 
knows  a trick  more  than  the  devil. 

Cachaza,  hag  tiempo,  patience,  there’s 
plenty  of  time. 

No  cone  priesa,  there  is  no  hurry. 

Conque  se  marcha  Vmd.  de  reras  1 so 
you  are  really  going  ? 

Es  preciso,  no  nay  remedio,  it  must  be, 
there's  no  help. 

Sr. 


Hola ! Sehor  Don  Jos?,  que  tal  ? 
Hollo  ! Mr.  Joseph,  what  news  ? 

Se  dice  en  el  pueblo,  they  say  in  the 
town. 

Mentiras,  no  lo  creo,  fibs,  I don’t  be- 
lieve it. 

Que  chismografia  ! what  tittle-tattle  ! 

Mala  lengna  tiene  Conchita,  little 
Concha  has  a wicked  tongue. 

No  te  rnetas  en  eso,  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Que  caidas  tiene ! how  droll  he  is  ! 

Que  ocurrencias  ! how  witty  ! 

Eso  va  largo,  that’s  a long  affair. 

Por  lo  que  a mi  toca,  as  far  as  depends 
on  me. 

Que  cara  tan  risueha  ! wliat  a cheerful 
countenance ! 

Tiene  Vmd.  buenu  cara,  you  are  look- 
ing very  well. 

Que  compuesta  estas  ! how  well  dressed 
you  are,  how  well  got  up  ! 

Venida  en  batea,  you  seem  to  come  in 
a waiter  (out  of  a bandbox). 

Hija  de  mi  alma,  de  mis  ojos,  de  mi 
corazon,  daughter  of  my  soul,  of  my 
eyes,  of  my  heart. 

Como  V.  guste,  as  you  like  it. 

Tama  para  echar  un  traguito,  here’s 
something  to  drink. 

Mucha  bulla  para  nada,  much  ado 
about  nothing. 

Estoy  en  el  uso  de  la  palabra,  I have 
not  lost  my  speech- 

Calle  Vmd,  hombre,  calle  la  boca  ! hold 
your  tongue,  sir ! 

Calle  Vmd.  muger ! hold  your  tongue, 
madam ! 

Que  le  parece  a Vmd.  1 what  do  you 
think  of  it  ? 

De  me  Vmd.  el  pico  de  la  cuenta,  give 
me  the  change  of  my  bill. 

Estoy  muy  de  priesa,  1 am  in  a great 
hurry. 

Esto  no  acaecerd  otra  vez,  it  shall  not 
happen  another  time. 

Que  enfado,  que  pesadez — que  molestia, 
que  majaderia ! what  a bore,  what  a 
nuisance ! 

Diga  Vmd.,  mire  Vmd.,  tell  me,  look  here.  . 

Tenga  Vmd.  la  bondad  de  decirme,  be 
so  good  as  to  tell  me, 

Hayame  Vmd.  el  favor,  do  me  the  favour. 

Guste  a Vmd.  decirme,  pray  please  to 
tell  me. 

Acaecid  en  el  tiempo  del  reyWamba,  it 

I happened  in  the  time  of  Wamba. 
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I\'o  me  pasa  el  pellejo,  it  does  not  wet 
through  my  skin. 

Tomar  elaire,  el  fresco,  to  take  an  airing.  I 

Jesus ! que  color  hace ! how  hot  it  is  ! 

Vengo  molido,  hechn  pedazos,  I am 
knoeked  all  to  pieces. 

Monos  blancas  no  ofenden,  white  hands 
(the  fair  sex)  never  hurt. 

Ccmque  me  marcho,  so  I must  go  now. 

Vaya  Vmd.  con  Dios,  well,  God  bless  you.  1 

Quede  Vmd.  con  Dios,  may  you  remain 
with  God. 

A los  pies  de  mi  senora,  my  respects 
to  your  wife. 

Aqour,  good  bye  ; pronounced  aljour. 

Muchas  memorias,  remember  me  to  all.  ' 

Expressions,  say  everything  civil  from 
me. — Adios,  adieu. 

Hasta  In  vista,  Hasta  despues,  au  revoir.  i 

Cosas  de  Espaiiu—1'  Things  of  Spain ;” 
i.  e.  peculiarities  tending  to  illustrate 
national  character.  The  expression 
is  common  among  all  classes,  and  is 


that  by  which  the  natives  designate 
anything  which  they  either  cannot 
or  will  not  explain  to  strangers. 

Bisonos — Wanters;  an  old  Spanish 
term,  and  much  used  by  Toreno  to 
express  the  soldiers  of  a regular 
Spanish  army  — Cosas  de  Zrravia 
paupertas,  egestas  — “ always,”  as 
ihe  Duke  says,  “ hors  de  combat, 
always  in  want  of  everything  at  the 
most  critical  moment;”  and  such 
Spanish  armies  have  too  often  been 
from  the  neglect  of  vicious  adminis- 
trations. The  term  arose  in  Italy, 
where  the  needy  troops  of  Charles  V. 
were  always  asking  for  everything — 
-r—Bisogna  carni,  Bisogna  denari. 

Nosotros — We,  i.e.  the  Spaniards;  the 
collective  expression  of  individual 
egotism ; each  I or  item  of  the  ag- 
gregate considering  himself  as  No.  I 
among  mortals,  as  Spain  is  the  first 
and  foremost  of  nations. 


XVIII. — Relative  Scale  of  Spanish  and  English  Weights,  Distances, 

and  Measures. 


Spanish.  $ S‘  English  Equivalent. 

12  Granos  ....  1 Tomin. 

3 Tomines  ...  1 Adarme. 

2 Adames.  ...  1 Dracma = Drachm. 

8 Dracmas  ...  1 Onza = Ounce. 

8 Onzas  ....  1 Marco = Marc. 

2 Marcos  ....  1 Libra = Pound. 

25  Libras  ....  1 Arroba  Quarter  of  Cwt. 

4 Arrobas ....  1 Quintal = Hundred  Weight. 


The  pound,  however,  in  apothecaries’  weight,  is  only  12  instead  of  16  ounces. 


Distances. 


12  Lineas  ...  1 Pulgada  Inch. 

12  Pulgadas ...  1 Pie = Foot. 

1^  Pie 1 Codo  = Cubit. 

i sir  (•  • • >”*'*•  •••••  = 

5 Pies  . . . . 1 Paso. 

5 Pasos  ....  1 Cordel. 

1,000  Pasos  ....  1 Milla = Mile. 

20,000  Pasos  ....  I Legua  .....  = League. 


The  English  foot  is  13  Spanish  inches.  The  English  yard  is  1 Spanish  and 
3 inches.  The  English  mile  is  1925  Spanish  yards,  2 feet. 


Corn  and  Dry  Measures. 


4 Ochavillos  ...  1 Ochavo. 

4 Ochavos ....  1 Cuartillo = Pint. 

4 Cuartillos  ...  1 Celemin = Peck. 

12  Celemines  ...  1 Fanega = About  one  Cwt. 

12  Fauegas  ...  1 Caiz. 


Our  quarter  is  about  5 Fanegas,  1}  Celemin.  1 bushel  is  about  7}  Celemines. 
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An  Aranzada,  or  Spanish  acre,  is  as  much  laud  as  a pair  of  oxen  can  plough 
in  a day ; a Faneya  is  that  quantity  which  requires  a Faneya  of  grain  to  sow  it. 

Liquid  Measures,  Wine,  $'c. 

4 Copas  ...  1 Cuartillo. 

4 Cuartillos  . . 1 Azumbre  . . . = Pint, 

i i Azumbres  . . 1 Cuartilla  . . . = Quart. 

4 Cuartillas  . . 1 Arroba. 

29  Arrobas  . . . 1 Bota  o Pipa  . . = About  110  to  115  gallons. 

About  7 Cuartillos  make  our  Gallon. 

XIX.— Authorities  quoted. 

As  this  * Hand-book  ’ is  destined  for  a traveller  in  Spain,  in  quoting  authorities 
for  historical,  artistical,  religious,  and  military  statements,  Spanish  authors  w ill 
be  chiefly  selected,  as  being  the  most  readily  accessible  in  a country  where  foreign 
i>ooks  are  very  rare,  or  those  writers  will  be  quoted  which,  by  common  con  sen  tv 
in  Spain  and  out,  are  held  by  their  respective  countrymen  to  be  most  deserving 
of  credit : a frequent  reference  will  be  made  to  authorities  of  all  kinds,  ancient 
as  well  as  modern.  Thus  the  reader  who  is  anxious  to  pursue  auy  particular 
subject  will  find  his  researches  facilitated,  and  all  wii}  have  a better  guarantee 
that  facts  are  stated  correctly  than  if  they  were  merely  depending  on  the  unsup- 
ported assertion  of  an  individual ; and,  in  order  to  economise  space,  the  following 
will  be  usually  quoted  in  these  abbreviated  forms : — 

1.  historical  and  artistical  authorities. 

Mar“.  vi.  13;  book  and  chapter  of  the  learned  Mariana’s  History  of  Spain, 
which  offers  a fair  collection  of  facts,  for  it  was  not  likely  that  the  author,  a 
Jesuit,  would  have  taken  a liberal  or  philosophical  view  of  many  of  the  most 
important  bearings  of  his  country’s  annals,  even  had  auy  truly  searching  spirit 
of  investigation  been  ever  permitted  by  the  censorship  of  the  government  and 
Inquisition. 

‘ Moh.  D.’  ii.  307 ; vol.  and  page  of  the  Mohammedan  Dynasties  in  Spain, 
2 vols.  4 to.,  Loudon,  1841-43,  by  Don  Pascual  Gayangos.  This  gentleman,  the' 
first  Hispano- Arabic  scholar  of  his  day,  unites  to  indefatigable  industry  a sound 
critical  judgment. 

Coude,  iii.  156;  vol.  and  page  of  Historia  de  los  Arabes  en  Espaiia,  by 
Juan  Antonio  Conde,  4 vols.  4to.,  Mad.  1820-21.  It  is  compiled  entirely  from 
Arabic  authorities,  and  is  very  dry  reading ; the  premature  death  of  the  author 
prevented  his  giving  it  the  last  finishing  touches ; hence  sundry  inaccuracies, 
and  a general  want  of  arrangement.  It  was  translated  into  French  by  a M. 
Maries,  3 vols.  Paris,  1825,  or  rather  murdered,  as  the  original  text  is  misrepre- 
sented and  rendered  useless  by  the  introduction  of  new  and  inaccurate  matter. 

C.  Ber.  D.  iv.  39 ; vol.  and  page  of  the  Dicciouario  de  las  Bellas  Arles, 
6 vols.  8vo.,  Mad.  1800,  by  Ceau  Bermudez,  a diligent,  accurate  modem  author 
on  the  arts  and  antiquities  of  the  Peninsula.  This  is  a complete  dictionary  of 
all  the  leading  artists  of  Spain,  architects  excepted,  with  their  biographies,  lists 
of  their  principal  works,  and  where  they  are  or  were  to  be  seen  ; for  this  book 
in  the  hands  of  the  French  proved  if  catalogue  which  indicated  what  and  where 
was  the  most  valuable  artistical  plunder. 

C.  Ber.  A.  or  Arch.  iii.  74 ; vol.  and  page  of  Noticias  de  los  Arquitectos 
y Arquitectura,  4 vols.  4to.,  Mad.  1829.  It  is  an  excellent  dictionary  of  archi- 
tecture, by  the  same  author,  based  somewhat  on  the  plan  of  the  preceding  work. 

C.  Ber.  S.  or  Sum.  49  ; page  of  Sumario  de  las  Antiguedades  Eomanas  eu 
Espafia,  1 vol.  fob,  Mad.  1832.  In  this  single  volume  are  collected  all  the 
chief  remains  of  antiquity  which  still  exist  in  Spain,  with  copious  indexes. 

_ Mas.  II.  C.  xvi.  26;  vol.  and  page  of  the  Historia  Critica  of  Juan 
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Francisco  Masdeu,  20  vols.  4to.,  Mad.  1784, 1805.  This  work  of  great  research 
aud  utility,  although  overdone  and  tedious,  contains  a vast  collection  of  antique 
inscriptions,  which  are  now  doubly  valuable,  as  many  of  the  originals  have 
perished.  For  the  ancient  geography  of  Spain,  consult  Gtographie  von  His- 
panic/!, Konrad  Mannert,  8vo.,  3rd  edit.,  Leipsig,  1829 ; and,  better  still,  His- 
panien,  Fr.  Aug.  Ukert,  Weimar,  1821,  second  part,  p.  229.  For  early  history 
down  to  the  Goths,  consult  the  masterly  Histoire  Generate  de  I’Espayne,  B. 
Depping,  2 vols.  8vo.,  Paris,  1814  ; and  the  capital  Histoire  de  I’Espagne  of  M. 
Homey.  However,  as  to  her  history,  no  country  is  more  indebted  to  another 
than  Spain  is  to  English  writers ; suffice  it  to  mention  the  names  of  Robertson, 
Watson,  Dunlop,  Coxe,  Washington  Irving,  Prescott,  and  Lord  Mahon. 

Ponz,  vi.  31,  indicates  the  vol.  and  page  of  the  Viaje  de  Espana,  by  An- 
tonio Ponz,  18  vols.,  Mad.  1786-94.  This  presents  a valuable  itinerary  of 
Spain  as  it  was,  before  the  most  precious  monuments  were  destroyed,  and  its 
treasures  plundered  by  Vaudals  foreign  and  domestic. 

Min.  ix.  305 ; vol.  and  page  of  the  Diccionario  Geografico  of  Spain,  by 
Sebastian  de  Minano;  10  vols.  4to.,  Mad.  1826-9.  This  useful  geographical  and 
topographical  description  of  the  Peninsula  is  to  be  superseded  by  the  Descrip- 
cion  Geogrq/ica,  & c.,  by  Tomas  Beltran  Soler,  with  maps  and  woodcuts ; aud 
by  a still  better  one  now  publishing  in  4to.  by  Pascual  Madoz.  There  are  also 
a vast  number  of  county  and  city  histories,  the  chief  of  which  will  be  named  in 
their  respective  localities. 

2.  RELIGIOUS  AUTHORITIES. 

Esp.  Sag.  xxiii.  97 ; vol.  and  page  of  La  Espana  Sagrada,  the  grand  compi- 
lation of  the  learned  Padre  Henrique  Florez,  the  Dugdale,  Muratori,  and  Mont- 
faucon  of  Spain.  Commenced  in  1747,  this  admirable  work  has  been  carried 
down  to  1832,  and  now  consists  of  45  vols.  4to.  The  Academia  de  la  Historia 
of  Madrid  is  charged  with  its  continuance.  So  many  of  the  archives  of  cathe- 
drals and  convents  were  burnt  by  the  French  (see  also  p.  457),  aud  destroyed 
during  the  recent  civil  wars  and  sequestrations,  that  the  latter  dioceses  must  of 
necessity  be  somewhat  interior  to  the  former,  from  the  lack  of  those  earliest  and 
' most  interesting  documents,  which  have  fortunately  been  printed  by  Florez, 
and  thus  rescued  from  oblivion.  He  is  the  author  of  several  other  excellent 
works,  one  of  which  will  constantly  be  referred  to  thus : — 

Florez,  M.  ii.  83 ; vol.  and  page  of  his  Medallas  de  Espana,  3 vols.  folio, 
Mad.  1757,  73.  The  third  volume  is  rather  rare,  and  is  smaller  than  the  two 
preceding ; herein  are  described  the  coins  and  medals  from  before  the  Romans 
down  to  the  Goths : plates  are  given  of  the  specimens,  and  a short  account  of 
the  mints  in  which  they  were  struck. 

Ribad.  iii.  43 ; vol.  and  page  of  the  Flos  Sanctorum,  or  Vida  de  los  Santos, 
by  the  Jesuit  Pedro  Ribadeueyra  and  others.  The  Madrid  fol.  edit,  of  1790, 
3 vols.,  is  that  quoted.  Without  this  book  none  can  hope  to  understand  the  fine 
arts  of  the  Peninsula,  whether  in  cathedral  or  gallery ; indeed.  Palomino  (ii. 
131)  considered  a work  of  this  kind  to  be  absolutely  indispensable  to  every 
Spanish  artist,  being  to  modern  legends  what  a Lempriere  is  to  ancient 
mythology. 

3.  MILITARY  AUTHORITIES  (FRENCH). 

These  necessarily  are  of  three  classes,  and  belong  to  the  invader,  the  French  ; 
the  invaded,  the  Spanish ; and  the  deliverer,  the  English,  They  correct  and 
explain  each  other. 

tEuvr.  de  B.  ii.  75;  vol.  and  page  of  (Euvres  de  N.  Buonaparte,  5 vols.  8vo., 
Paris,  1822.  These  contain  his  military  proclamations,  his  bulletins,  and  lead- 
ing Moniteur  articles,  and  information,  “ garbled,”  as  the  Duke  says,  “ in  the 
usual  Jacobin  style,”  and  filled  with  “ the  usual  philippics  ” against  la  perjide 
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Albion  et  son  or.  True  exponents  of  the  man  and  his  system,  they  breathe  fire 
and  spirit,  splendide  mendax  ; and  if  occasionally  Ossiauie,  and  the  very  reverse 
of  the  dispatches  of  the  plain,  veracious  Duke,  they  were  admirably  suited  for 
his  readers  and  purposes.  Although  the  truth  is  seldom  in  them,  yet  they  fasci- 
nate by  their  daring,  and  burn  like  sparks  struck  from  granite  by  the  sword. 

Foy,  i.  259 ; vol.  and  page  of  General  Foy’s  Histoire  de  la  Guerre  dans  la 
Pdninsule,  4 vols.,  Paris,  1827.  Eloquent  and  clever  as  the  author  was,  he 
could  not  always  invent  facts  or  guess  numbers  accurately  ; nor  was  he  equal 
to  that  most  difficult  of  all  tasks,  the  sustaining  consistently  throughout  a “ fic- 
tion of  military  romance.”  The  truth  creeps  out  in  accidental  contradictions. 
Foy  is  thus  justly  characterized  by  Sir  G.  Murray  (‘  Quart  Rev.’  cxi.  167),  who 
knew  him  well  in  peace  and  war,  as  “ a writer  who  has  shown  notoriously  the 
grossest  ignorance  in  respect  to  many  particulars  connected  with  England,  about 
which  a very  slight  inquiry  would  have  set  him  right.”  Foy,  who  was  present 
at  every  sauve  qui  peut,  from  Roleia  to  Waterloo,  has  the  face  to  deny  to  the 
Duke  the  commonest  military  talent,  attributes  his  successes  to  accident,  and 
ascribes  the  valour  of  British  soldiers  principally  to  “ beef  and  rum,"  see  i. 
230,  259,  290,  325,  et  passim ; and  yet  this  is  a text-book  with  la  jeuue  France ! 

Bel.  iv.  16  ; vol.  and  page  of  Journaux  des  Sieges  dans  la  P&iinsule,  J.  Belmas, 
4 vols.  8vo.,  Paris,  1836.  Projected  by  Buonaparte  in  1812,  it  was  finished  by 
Soult.  It  professes  to  be  based  on  authentic  documents  (see  next  page)  in  the 
French  war-office — it  details  how  the  English  were  always  double  in  number 
to  the  French,  the  reverse  being  nearer  the  truth. 

V.  et  C.,  Viet,  et  Conq.  xx.  231,  vol.  and  page.  This  denotes  the  Victoires  et 
Conquotes  des  Fran  fats,  26  vols.  8vo.,  Paris,  1818-21.  It  was  compiled  by  a 
set  of  inferior  officers  and  small  gens-de-lettrcs,  after  the  second  capture  of  Paris, 
and  exhibits  throughout  an  untrue,  unfair,  and  virulent  tone  against  the  country- 
men of  Nelson  and  Wellington,  about  whom  they  write  so  much  in  hate  and 
ignorance,  and  so  little  in  fact  or  honour. 

Lab.  iii.  263,  vol.  and  page.  The  third  edition  of  the  Ttineraire  descriptf  de 
VEspague,  by  Alex,  de  Laborde,  6 vols.,  Paris,  1827.  This  work,  like  Murphy's 
* Alhambra,’  was  a bookseller’s  speculation,  and  in  both  cases  it  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  the  authors  ever  were  at  all  in  Spain,  so  gross,  palpable,  and  nume- 
rous are  the  inaccuracies : some  Idea  of  the  multitudinous  and  almost  incredible 
mistakes  and  misstatements  of  Laborde  may  be  formed  by  reading  the  just 
critique  of  the  * Edin.  Rev.’  xv.  5.  It  was  re-edited  in  1827  by  one  Bory  de  St. 
Vincent,  an  aide-de-camp  to  Soult,  a rabid  Buonapartist,  and  author  of  a Guide 
des  Vo'/agettrs  en  Espagne,  Paris,  1823,  a thing  of  very  slender  merit. 

B.  [).,  Biog.  Uni.,  xxi.  19;  vol.  and  page  of  Biographic  Universelle,  74  vols. 
Svo.,  Paris,  1811-43.  This  is  a respectable  compilation,  although  not  free  from 
bias  whenever  tender  national  subjects  are  concerned. 

The  generality  of  Buonapartist  authors  on  the  war  in  Spain,  lie  for  the  honour 
of  France,  and  endeavour  to  palliate  the  perfidious  injustice  of  the  invasion,  the 
terrorism,  rapine,  and  razzias  with  which  it  was  carried  out,  and  to  explain 
away  defeats  sustained ; they  seem  to  be  written  solely  to  conciliate  French 
readers  at  the  expense  of  truth  and  history ; nay,  facts  are  occasionally  so  de- 
naturalized that  an  Englishman  often  supposes  that  the  accounts  must  have 
reference  to  some  totally  distinct  campaign  and  results,  such  is  the  unblushing 
systematic  suppression  of  the  true,  and  suggestion  of  the  false. 

Their  materials,  under  Buonaparte,  were  systematically  tampered  with,  and 
the  sources  of  correct  information  were  corrupted  as  a matter  of  course ; his 
throne  was  hung  around  with  a curtain  of  falsehood,  lined  with  terror ; or,  in 
the  words  of  his  own  agent,  l’Abbe  de  Pradt,  with  ruse  doublee  de  terreur.  Under 
him,  says  even  Foy,  i.  17,  “ La  presse  ctait  esclave ; la  police  repoussait  la  v6rite 
avec  autaut  de  soins,  que  s’il  fut  agi  d’ecarter  l’invasion  de  1’ennemi.”  “At  all 
times,”  says  the  Duke  (‘ Disp.,’  July  8,  1815),  “ of  the  French  revolution,  the 
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actors  in  it  have  not  scrupled  to  resort  to  falsehood,  either  to  give  a colour  or 
palliate  their  adoption  or  abandonment  of  any  line  of  policy,  and  they  think, 
provided  the  falsehood  answers  the  purpose  of  the  moment,  it  is  fully  justified.” 
Under  the  revolution  and  its  Corsican  chief,  the  meaning-pregnant  word  honour 
was  narrowed  into  mere  honneur,  or  exhibition  of  personal  bravery  in  the  field  ; 
such  was  the  utter  want  of  moral  principle,  that  neither  to  lie  or  steal  were  held 
by  him  to  disgrace  a general,  provided  he  was  successful  in  battle — tel  maitre 
tel  valet.  , 

SPANISH  MILITARY  AUTHORITIES. 

They  have  two  objects : one,  to  detail  the  vandalic  ill  usage  which  they  sus- 
tained from  their  invaders ; the  second,  to  blink  as  much  as  possible  the  assist- 
ance afforded  by  England,  and  to  magnify  their  own  exertions.  They  all 
demonstrate,  to  their  own  and  Spain’s  entire  satisfaction,  that  the  Peninsula, 
and  Europe  also,  was  delivered  from  the  iron  yoke  of  France  by  Nosotros,  and  by 
them  alone.  They  are  wearisome  to  read,  floundering  through  paltry  partisan 
guerrillas,  “ little  wars,”  by  which  the  issue  of  the  great  campaign  was  scarcely 
ever  influenced ; they,  in  a word,  join  issue  with  the  Duke,  who,  when  a con- 
queror in  France,  Spain’s  salvation  being  accomplished,  wrote  thus: — “ It  is 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  the  Spaniards  or  the  Portuguese  could  have  resisted 
for  a moment  if  the  British  force  had  been  withdrawn  ” (Disp.,  Dec.  21,  1813). 
The  traveller,  when  standing  even  on  the  battle-plains  of  Salamanca  and 
Vitoria,  will  hear  the  post  of  superiority  assigned  to  Nosotros. 

Scliep.  iii.  294;  vol,  and  page  of  Histoire  de  la  Revolution  d’ Espayne,  3 vols. 
Leipzig,  1829-31,  by  Schepeler,  a Westphalian,  holding  a commission  in  the 
Spanish  service,  and  imbued  with  all  the  worst  national  prejudices.  Hispanis 
Hispauior,  he  vents  his  dislike  to  the  French  by  appalling  details  of  sacks,  &c., 
and  his  hatred  to  the  English  by  sneering  at  her  general  and  soldiers. 

Mai.  iii.  441 ; vol.  and  page  of  La  Historia  Politico  y Militar,  3 vols.  Mad. 
1833.  It  was  compiled  by  one  Jose  Munoz  Maldonado,  from  official  Spanish 
papers,  to  write  down  Col.  Napier’s  truthful  revelations.  Hear  the  Duke’s 
opinions  on  these  Peninsular  sources  of  historical  information In  respect  to 
papers  and  returns,  I shall  not  even  take  the  trouble  of  reading  them,  because  I 
know  that  they  are  fabricated  for  a particular  purpose,  and  cannot  contain  an 
answer  to  the  strong  fact  from  me.  Nothingshall  induce  meeven  to  read, much 
less  to  give  an  answer  to  documentos  very  ingeniously  framed,  but  which  do  not 
contain  one  word  bearing  on  the  point.”  “ I have  no  leisure  to  read  long  papers, 
which  are  called  documents,  but  whieh  contain  not  one  syllable  of  truth.”  (Disp., 
May  22,  June  4,  1811.)  These,  like  the  pieces  officielles  et  justificatives  of  his 
antagonists,  are,  Anglice,  lies . Maldonado  ascribes  the  glorious  result  to  the 
petty  war  of  the  guerrilleros,  and  not  to  Salamanca  and  Vitoria  nomiuatim  (iii. 
442),  for  the  part  of  Hamlet  is  pretty  much  omitted;  it  was  the  Spanish  armies 
that  the  Duke  led  to  victory  (iii.  594),  the  English  are  not  dven  named : the 
Spanish  military  conduct  throughout  humbled  Buonaparte,  and  “ obfuscated  iu 
sublimity  anything  in  Greek  or  Roman  history  ” (iii.  801). 

Tor0  vi. ; meaning  book  of  the  Historia  del  Levantdmiento,  SfC.  de  Espaiia, 
5 vols.  4to.  Mad.  1833-37,  by  tlieConde  de  Toreno,  the  celebrated  loan  financier 
and  minister.  The  work  is  written  in  pure  Castilian,  although  tainted  with  an 
affectation  of  quaint  phraseology : he  has  also  borrowed  largely  from  Southey, 
without  acknowledgment. 

All  these  works,  written  either  by  official  personages  or  under  the  eye  of  the 
Government,  are  calculated  also  to  suppress  the  true,  and  suggest  the  false ; they 
advocate  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many  ; they  defend  the  shallow  heads  and 
corrupt  hearts  by  which  the  honest  members  of  the  nation  were  sacrificed,  by 
which  armies  were  left  wanting  in  everything  at  the  most  critical  moment,  and 
brave  individuals  exposed  to  certain  collective  defeat.  Far  be  it  from  us  to 
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imitate  their  example ; for,  however  thwarted  by  their  miserable  leaders  iu 
camp  and  cabinet,  honour  eternal  is  due  to  the  brave  and  noble  people  or 
Spain,  worthy  of  better  rulers  and  a better  fortune  ! And  now  that  the  jobs  and 
intrigues  of  their  juntas,  the  misconduct  and  incapacity  of  their  wretched 
generals,  are  sinking  into  the  deserved  obscurity  of  oblivion,  the  national 
resistance  rises  nobly  out  of  the  ridiculous  details,  a grand  and  impressive 
feature,  which  will  ever  adorn  the  annals  of  haughty  Spain.  That  resistance 
was  indeed  wild,  disorganised,  undisciplined,  and  Algerine,  but  it  held  out  to 
Europe  an  example  which  was  not  shown  by  the  civilized  Italian  or  intellectual 
German. 


ENGLISH  MILITARY  AUTHORITIES, 

These  are  of  all  classes  and  quality,  from  the  sergeant  up  to  the  commander-in- 
chief.  Among  the  minor  and  most  entertaining  are  the  works  of  Gleig,  Sherer, 
Hamilton,  and  Kincaid.  We  shall  chiefly  quote  three  others. 

Southey,  xvi.  This  refers  to  chapters  in  Southey’s  History  of  the  Peninsular 
War,  which  is  a true  exponent  of  its  author,  a scholar,  poet,  and  lover  of  the 
Spaniards,  their  ballads  and  chronicles.  It  breathes  a high,  generous,  mo- 
narchical tone ; a detestation  of  the  tyrannical  and  revolutionary,  and  a loathing 
for  cruelty,  bad  faith,  and  Vandalism.  It  is  somewhat  descriptive,  excursive, 
and  romantic. 

Napier,  xii.  5.  Book  and  chapter  of  Col.  Napier’s  History  of  the  War  in  the 
Peninsula,  6 vols.  London,  1828-40.  This,  in  most  respects  the  antithesis  to 
Southey,  is  the  book  of  a real  soldier,  and  is  characterized  by  a bold,  nervose, 
and  high-toned  manliness.  The  style  is  graphic,  original,  and  attractive.  He 
records,  in  stern  language  and  scornful  indignation,  the  6ins  of  our  own  and 
the  Spanish  Governmental  mediocrities,  which,  without  the  Duke’s  Dispatches, 
the  world  never  could  have  believed.  The  author,  although  anxious  to  be 
impartial,  is  unaware  of  his  strong  under-current  of  democratic  prejudices ; his 
advocacy  of  Soult  and  idol-worship  of  Buonaparte,  not  merely  as  a general,  but 
as  a man  and  statesman,  justify  the  excellent  criticism  of  Lord  Mahon,  that  this 
work  is  by  far  the  best  French  account  of  the  war. 

Disp.,  June  18,  1815,  Thus  will  be  quoted  the  Dispatches  of  “the 
Duke.”  This  is  the  true  English  book,  which  with  the  companion  volumes 
of  immortal  Nelson  posterity  will  never  let  die : this  is  the  antidote  and  cor- 
rective of  all  foreign  libels.  Here  is  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing 
but  the  truth,  anil  no  mistake ; nothing  is  extenuated,  nothing  is  set  down  in 
malice.  Born,  bred,  and  educated  like  a gentleman,  he  could  not  lie,  like 
revolutionary  upstarts  whose  low  birth  habits  no  subsequent  titles  could  eradicate. 
A conqueror  of  conquerors,  he  scorned  to  bully,  and  was  too  really  powerful  to 
exchange  the  simplicity  of  greatness  for  bombast.  He  was  too  just  and  generous 
to  deny  merit  to  a brave  although  a vanquished  opponent  Serene  and  con- 
fident in  himself—  a^ios  a>r — he  pursued  his  career  of  glory,  without  condescend- 
ing to  notice  the  mean  calumnies,  the  “ things  invented  by  the  enemy,”  who 
judged  of  others  by  themselves : for  wisdom  and  goodness  to  the  vile  seem  vile. 
The  Duke’s  writings  are  the  exponent  of  the  man ; they  give  a plain  unvar- 
nished tale,  with  no  fine  writing  about  fine  fighting.  Eodern  animo  scripsit,  quo 
bellavil,  et  dutn  scribebat  legenda,  scribenda  perficiebat.  The  iron  energy  of  his 
sword  passed,  like  Caesar’s,  into  his  didactic  pep,  and  inscribed  on  tablets  of 
bronze,  more  enduring  than  the  Pyramids,  the  truth.  Every  line  bears  that 
honest  English  impress  without  which  there  can  be  no  real  manliness  or 
greatness ; and  when  will  any  general  or  admiral  of  the  Empire  dare  to  publish 
his  ungarbled  correspondence  ? 

4.  MISCELLANEOUS  WORKS. 

The  best  histories  and  works  on  localities  and  general  subjects  will  be  men- 
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tioned  in  their  proper  places.  They  will  form  in  the  aggregate  a tolerable 
specimen  of  a new  branch  of  Spanish  literature,  which  is  well  worth  the  con- 
sideration of  travellers  and  collectors,  to  whom  can  especially  be  recommended 
the  two  catalogues  published  by  Salva,  London,  1826  and  1829;  and  the  grand 
work  in  4 vols.  folio,  by  Nicolas  Antonio,  Bibliotheca  Hxspana  Vetus  et  Nova, 
Mad.,  1788,  and  edited  by  the  learned  Bayer;  although  the  arrangement  is 
very  inartificial  and  confused,  it  contains  a vast  body  of  bibliographical  infor- 
mation, and  is  the  best  work  of  the  kind  in  Spain.  The  lover  of  black  letter 
and  of  books  printed  in  Spain  before  1500,  cannot  dispense  with  the  Typo- 
graphia  Espanola.  Francisco  Mendez,  4to.,  Mad.  1796. 

As  regards  the  fine  arts,  may  be  mentioned  Arte  de  Pintura,  Francisco  Pa- 
checo, 4 to.  Sevilla,  1649,  although  it  is  very  rare;  El  Museo  Pitorico,  Antonio 
Palomino,  3 vols.  fol.,  Mad.  1795-6-7 ; Sketches  in  Spain,  Capt.  Cook  (now 
Widdrington),  2 vols.  8vo.,  London,  1834;  the  Hand-book  of  Siianish  Painters, 
Sir  Edmund  Head,  and  Annals  of  Spanish  Painters,  by  Wm.  Stirling,  Esq., 
all  sterling  books;  and,  con  perdon  sea  dicho,  the  first  edition  of  this  Hand-book, 
by  which  the  author  humbly  begs  to  be  judged  of  as  a writer  on  the  things  of 
Spain,  for  many  are  the  wild  Iberian  flowers  which  have  now  been  rooted  out, 
that  none  might  be  tempted  off  the  dry  road,  and  more  aTe  the  “ old  stones  ” 
of  antiquity  which  have  been  removed,  because  presenting  obstructions  to 
rapidly  arriving  at  places  where  nobody  is  expecting  the  traveller,  and  where 
the  cuckoo  answer  to  his  inquiries  for  information  will  be  the  national  “ I don’t 
know.” 

For  full  insight  into  scenery  and  manners,  consult  the  graphic  and  charming 
works  of  Lora  Carnarvon,  Borrow,  Washington  Irving,  Slidell  (the  young 
American),  Blanco  White,  Dennis,  Von  Huber,  M.  de  Peyron,  and  Rocca. 

XX. — Hints  to  Book  Collectors. 

A word  to  book  collectors.  Books  iu  Spain  have  always  been  both  scarce 
and  dear,  for  where  there  are  few  purchasers,  prices  must  be  high  to  remune- 
rate the  publisher  or  importer.  The  commonest  editions  of  the  classics  arc 
hardly  to  be  had.  The  Spaniard  never  was  much  of  a critic  or  learned  anno- 
tator ; and,  in  general,  there  are  very  few  of  his  books  by  which  a foreigner, 
accustomed  to  better  works  on  the  same  subjects,  will  be  much  benefited  or 
amused.  Spanish  literature,  depressed  and  tinctured  by  the  Inquisition,  was  a 
creature  of  accident,  and  good  productions  occurred  only  like  palms  in  the 
desert;  it  never  exercised  a connected  influence  on  national  civilization,  ex- 
cepting its  chronicles  and  ballads  the  poetry  of  heroism,  which  the  learned 
despised  ; while  vast  indeed  was  the  proportion  dedicated  to  scholastic  theology, 
monkish  legends,  and  wasted  polemical  research.  In  general,  there  is  a want 
of  sound  critical  judgment,  of  bold,  searching,  truth-grappling  philosophy.  We 
adventure  on  this  remark  with  some  hundred  Spanish  volumes  frowning  around 
us.  The  Spaniards  themselves  are  well  aware  of  the  comparative  inferiority 
of  their  literature,  although  none  dared,  for  fear  of  the  scafi'old  and  furnace,  to 
name  the  real  cause.  Half  their  works  on  literature  take  the  explanatory  and 
apologetical  tone.  Since  the  recent  changes  matters  have  had  a tendency  to 
improve,  but  still  theology,  law,  and  medicine  form  the  chief  subjects.  There 
are  very  few  classical  works  beyond  mere  school-books,  and  those  mostly  in 
Latin.  Greek,  indeed,  was  never  much  known  in  Spain ; even  learned  men 
quoted  from  Latin  translations,  and  when  they  used  the  Greek  word,  often 
printed  it  in  Roman  letters.  Greek  books  were  either  printed  in  Flanders,  or 
procured  from  Italy,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  its  type  in  Spain.  German  is 
altogether  modern  Greek  to  Spaniards — non  potest  intelligi.  There  is  a 
sprinkling  of  English  works,  grammars,  * Vicars  of  Wakefield,’  and  * Buchan’s 
Domestic  Medicine.’  ‘Valter  Scott,’  double  done  into  Spanish  from  the 
French,  fares  no  better  than  the  Bard  of  Avon — ‘ Chespire,  que  les  Anglais 
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ecrivent  Sehakspir;’  who  “ en  framjais”  is  like  Niagara  passed  through  a jelly 
bag.  Real  French  books  are  more  common,  and  especially  those  which  treat 
on  medical,  chemical,  and  mechanical  subjects.  It  is  one  of  the  worst  misfor- 
tunes of  Spain  that  she  is  mistaught  what  is  going  on  in  intellectual  Germany 
and  practical  England,  through  the  unfair  alembic  of  French  translation. 

This  habit  of  relying  on  other  nations  for  original  works  on  science  has  given 
a timidity  to  Spanish  authors,  as  it  is  easier  to  translate  and  borrow  than  to 
invent.  They  distrust  each  other’s  compositions  aB  much  as  they  do  each  other’s 
word,  and  turn  readily  to  a foreign  book,  in  spite  of  all  their  dislike  to  foreigners, 
which  is  more  against  persons  than  things.  The  bulk  of  Spaniards  would  as 
soon  think  of  having  a cellar  as  a library,  and  generally  speaking  the  trash 
offered  for  sale  has  few  attractions  for  a foreigner.  Most  of  the  curious  private 
Spanish  libraries  were  dispersed  during  the  war  of  independence,  when  those 
which  were  not  stolen  by  the  Junots,  made  into  cartridges  by  the  Soults  and 
Suchets,  or  burnt  to  boil  French  soldiers’  kettles,  ^cape<I:to  England,  and  even  10***'% 
the  best  of  these  are  seldom  in  good  condition  ; the  copies  are  torn,  worm-eaten h 
stained,  and  imperfect,  for  the  Spaniards,  like  the  Orientals,  never  were  collec- 
tors  or  conservators,  nor  ever  had  a real  keen  relish  or  perception  of  matters  of 
taste  and  intellectual  enjoyment;  they  are  to  modem  nations  what  the  old 
Romans  were  to  the  Greeks — soldiers,  conquerors,  and  colonists,  rather  than 
cultivators  of  elegance,  art,  fancy,  and  aesthetic  enjoyments.  The  collector  of 
rare  and  good  books  may  rest  assured  that  a better  and  cheaper  Spanish  library 
is  more  likely  to  be  formed  in  one  month  in  London  than  in  one  year  in  Spain. 

XXI. — Hints  on  Conduct— Dress — Creed — Visiting— Modes  of 

Address,  &c. 

In  conclusion  and  recapitulation,  a few  hints  may  be  useful  to  the  stranger 
in  Spain  as  to  conduct.  The  observance  of  a few  rules  in  a country  where 
“ manners  maketh  man  ” will  render  the  traveller’s  path  one  of  peace  and  plea- 
santness. First  and  foremost,  never  forget  that  the  Spaniard  is  of  a very  high 
caste  and  a gentleman  by  innate  aristocracy  ; proud  as  Lucifer  and  combustible 
as  his  matches,  he  is  punctilious  and  touchy  on  the  point  of  honour ; make 
therefore  the  first  advances,  or  at  least  meet  him  a little  more  than  half  way  ; 
treat  him,  be  his  class  what  it  may,  as  an  old  and  well-born  Christian,  Cristiano 
viejo  y rancio,  and  therefore  as  your  equal.  When  his  self-esteem  and  personal 
sensitiveness  are  thus  once  conciliated,  he  is  quick  to  return  the  compliment, 
and  to  pay  every  deference  to  the  judicious  stranger  by  whom  he  is  put  in  his 
proper  place ; all  attempt  to  bully  and  browbeat  is  loss  of  time,  as  this  stiff- 
necked, obstinate  people  may  be  turned  by  the  straw  of  courtesy,  but  are  not  to 
be  driven  by  a rod  of  iron,  still  less  if  wielded  by  a foreigner,  to  despise  whom  is 
the  essence  of  nationality  or  Espanolismo.  It  need  scarcely  be  said,  in  a land 
so  imbued  with  Orientalisms,  that  the  greatest  respect  is  to  be  paid  to  the  fair 
sex  for  its  own  sake,  whatever  be  woman’s  age,  condition,  or  appearance — nor 
will  love’s  labour  be  lost. 

Civil  words  are  everywhere  the  best  defence.  Dismiss  the  nonsense  of  rob- 
bers from  your  head,  avoiding,  however,  all  indiscreet  exhibition  of  tempting 
baits,  or  chattering  alxmt  your  plans  and  movements.  By  common  preparation 
mere  footpads  are  baffled : to  attempt  resistance  against  an  organised  band  is 
sheer  folly:  do  not  intermeddle  with  Spanish  politics  or  civil  wars— leave  them 
to  exterminate  each  other  to  their  liking,  like  Kilkenny  cats. 

In  the  large  towns  the  costume  of  an  English  gentleman  is  the  best ; avoid 
all  semi-bandit,  fancy-ball  extravagances  in  dress;  hoist,  indeed,  British  co- 
lours there  as  everywhere.  Thin  cashmere  or  cubica  is  far  preferable  to  cloth, 
which  is  intolerable  in  the  hot  weather.  Pay  daily  visits  to  Figaro,  and  care- 
fully eschew  the  Brutus  beards  of  La  ieune  France , aud  generally,  everything 
which  might  lead  the  bulk  of  Spaniards  to  do  you  the  grievous  injury  of  mis- 
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Hiking  your  native  country.  A cupa  or  cloak  is  absolutely  essential,  and  let  it 
be  of  plain  blue  colour,  faced  with  black  velvet.  Remember  to  get  it  made  in 
Spain,  or  it  will  not  be  cut  full  enough  to  be  able  to  be  worn  as  the  natives  do  : 
take  particular  care  that  it  has  a cape,  d nyne,  esclavina, , unless  you  wish  to  be 
an  object  of  universal  attention  and  ridicule,  and  mind  to  let  your  tailor  give  you 
a few  lessons  how  to  put  it  on  like  a Spaniard,  and  to  show  you  the  different 
modes  of  muffling  up  the  face,  a precaution  necessary  in  the  Castiles,  where  the 
cold  airs,  if  inhaled,  bring  on  sudden  and  dangerous  pulmonia.  No  English- 
made  cupa  can  be  properly  emlwzado,  that  is,  have  its  right  fold  thrown  over 
the  mouth  and  left  shoulder,  descending  neatly  half-way  down  the  back.  Our 
cloaks  are  much  too  scanty,  no  tienen  bastunte  vuelo.  In  the  conduct  of  cloaks, 
remember,  when  you  meet  any  one,  being  yourself  embozudo  or  muffled  up,  to 
remove  the  folds,  before  you  address  him,  as  not  to  do  so  is  a great  incivility  : 
again,  when  strangers  continue  to  speak  to  you  thus  cloaked,  and  as  it  were 
disguised,  be  on  your  guard. 

Take  great  care,  when  actually  travelling,  to  get  the  passport  rrfrcndado  y 
corrienle  in  time,  and  to  secure  long  beforehand  places  in  the  public  convey- 
ance. Carry  the  least  possible  luggage  you  can,  never  forgetting  that  none  is 
so  heavy  and  useless  in  Spain  as  preconceived  prejudices  aud  conventional  fore- 
gone conclusions,  although  of  genuine  London  or  Paris  manufacture.  When 
you  arrive  at  the  place  of  your  destination,  if  you  wish  to  do  or  see  anything 
out  of  the  common  way,  call  on  the  jefe  politico  comandunte  de  armas,  or  chief 
authority,  to  state  frankly  your  object,  aud  request  his  permission.  For  tra- 
velling, especially  on  riding  tours  and  in  all  out-of-the-way  districts,  adopt  the 
national  costume  of  the  road ; to  wit,  the  peaked  hat.  Sombrero  yac/io  cabinet, 
the  jacket  of  fur,  the  Zamarra,  or  the  one  of  cloth,  the  Marselles ; the  grand 
object  is  to  pass  incog,  in  the  crowd,  or  if  noticed  to  be  taken  for  a native. 
You  will  thus  avoid  being  the  observed  of  all  observers,  aud  a thousand  other 
petty  annoyances  which  destroy  privacy  and  ruffle  temper.  You  may  possibly 
thus  escape  the  beggars,  which  are  the  plague  of  Spain,  and  have  a knack  of 
finding  out  a stranger  and  of  worrying  and  bleeding  him  as  effectually  as  the 
mosquitos.  The  regular  form  of  uncharitable  rejection  is  as  follows: — Perdone 
V.  ( Ustcd ) por  Dior,  Ilermunol — My  brother,  will  you  excuse  me,  for  God’s 
sake  ? If  this  request  be  gravely  said,  the  mendicant  gives  up  hope  of  coppers. 
Any  other  answer  except  this  specific  one,  only  encourages  importunity,  as  the 
beggars  either  do  not  believe  in  the  reality  of  the  refusal,  or  see  at  once  that 
you  are  not  a Spaniard,  and  therefore  never  leave  off,  until  iu  despair  you 
give  them  hush-money  to  silence  their  whine,  thus  bribing  them  to  relieve  you 
from  the  pleasure  of  their  company. 

Ladies  will  do  well  to  adopt  the  national  and  most  becoming  mantilla, 
although  in  large  towns  the  hideous  bonnet  is  creeping  iu.  They  must  also 
remember  that  females  are  not  admitted  into  churches  except  in  veils ; black 
also  used  to  be  the  correct  colour  for  dress.  Spanish  women  generally  seat 
themselves  on  the  pavement  when  at  prayers;  it  is  against  all  ecclesiastical 
propriety  for  a lady  and  gentleman,  even  man  and  wife,  to  walk  about  in  a 
church  arm  inarm.  Spaniards,  on  passing  the  high  altar,  always  bow;  be- 
ware of  talking  during  mass,  when  the  ringing  of  a little  bell  indicates  the 
elevation  of  the  Host,  and  the  actual  presence  (according  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
creed)  of  the  incarnate  Deity.  It  is  usual  to  take  off  hats  and  kneel  when  the 
consecrated  wafer  is  carried  by  in  the  streets ; and  those  Protestants  who  object, 
should  always  get  out  of  the  way,  and  not  offend  the  weaker  brethren  by  a rude 
contempt  of  their  most  impressive  ceremonial. 

Protestants  will  do  well  to  observe  some  reserve  in  questions  of  creed  ; con 
el  ojo  y la  fe,  nunca  me  burlaie.  There  is  no  sort  of  religious  toleration  in  Spain, 
where  their  belief  is  called  la  Fe,  and  is  thought  to  be  the  faith,  and  the  only  true 
one.  You  may  smile,  as  Spaniards  do,  at  a corpulent  canon,  and  criticise  what  lie 
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practises,  but  take  care  to  respect  what  he  preaches.  You  will  often  be  asked 
it'  you  are  a Christian,  meaning  a Homan  Catholic ; the  best  answer  is,  Cristiano, 
si,  Romano  Catolico,  no.  To  try  to  convert  a Spaniard  is  but  waste  of  time. 
The  influence  of  the  Neighbour,  with  his  propagandism  of  revolution  and 
atheism,  has,  indeed,  sapped  much  both  of  the  loyalty  and  religion  of  the 
Castilian ; but  however  the  cause  of  the  Vatican  may  be  injured,  that  of  Pro- 
testantism is  little  advanced  : for  there  is  no  via  media,  no  Bible  in  Spain ; Deism 
and  infidelity  are  the  only  alternatives,  and  they  are  on  the  increase. 

Conform,  as  nearly  as  you  can,  to  the  hours  and  habits  of  the  natives,  and 
particularly  remember  to  get  up  early,  which  is  usual  throughout  Spain ; dine 
or  rest  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  for  when  everybody  is  either  at  table  or  the 
siesta,  it  is  no  use  to  be  running  about"  sight-seeing  when  you  are  almost  the 
only  person  awake.  On  all  occasions  pay  with  both  hands  ; every  lock  in  Spain 
is  to  be  picked  with  a silver  key,  and  every  difficulty  smoothed  by  a properly 
administered  bribe,  and  how  small  an  additional  per  centage  on  the  general 
expenditure  of  a tour  through  Spain  is  added  by  such  trifling  outlays  ! Never 
cross  the  Pyrenees  towage  a guerrilla  warfare  about  shillings  and  half-crowns. 
N.B.  Have  always  plenty  of  small  silver  coins,  for  which  great  is  the  amount 
of  peace,  good  will  and  having  your  own  way,  which  is  to  be  purchased  jn 
Spain,  where  backshish,  as  in  the  East,  is  the  universal  infallible  open  sesame 
and  most  unanswerable  argument. 

When  on  a riding  journey,  attend  to  the  provend ; take  a mosquitero  or  mus- 
quito  net;  avoid  all  resistance  to  robbers  when  overmatched;  keep  your  plans  and 
movements  secret;  never  rub  your  eyes  except  with  your  elbows,  los  ojos  con 
los  codos,  but  use  hot  water  to  them  frequently ; never  exercise  them  in  prying 
about  barracks,  arsenals,  and  citadels,  and  still  less  in  sketching  anything 
connected  with  military  and  national  defences.  A Spanish  proverb  judiciously 
introduced  always  gives  pleasure,  nor  need  you  ever  fear  offering  your  cigar 
case  petaca,  to  any  Spaniard,  still  less  if  your  tobacco  be  of  the  legitimate 
Havana;  for  next  to  pesetas  rank  cigars,  as  popular  instruments  of  waxing  in 
the  favour  of  Iberian  man,  and  making  him  your  obedient  servant. 

When  you  have  letters  of  introduction  to  any  Spaniards,  both  ladies  and 
gentlemen  should  be  very  particular  in  being  well  dressed  on  the  first  visit  of 
etiquette : black  is  the  correct  colour  of  ceremony.  Call  yourself  with  your 
credentials.  Ladies  should  come  in  a carriage,  as  venido  en  coche  is  a mark  of 
respect.  If  the  parties  called  upon  tie  out,  leave  your  credentials  and  card, 
writing  on  the  corner  of  the  latter  E.  P.,  which  means  en  persona.  When  you 
ring  at  the  door,  probably  an  unseen  person  will  exclaim,  “ Quien  esi”  **  Who’s 
there?”  The  correct  countersign  is,  “ Gentedepaz,"  " Persons  of  peace.”  As  the 
first  visit  is  always  formal,  observe  how  you  are  treated,  and  practise  the  same 
behaviour  exactly  when  the  call  is  returned.  You  will  be  conducted  to  the  best 
room,  the  sala  de  estrado,  and  then  led  tip  to  the  sofa,  and  placed  on  the  right 
hand.  Very  great  care  will  be  paid  to  your  hat,  which  a well-bred  Spaniard 
seizes  and  seats  on  a chair  as  if  it  were  a person  : be  careful  to  pay  this  compli- 
ment always  to  your  visiting  friend’s  beaver.  When  you  rise  to  take  leave,  if 
of  a lady,  you  should  say,  “ A los  pies  de  F.  ( usted ),  Senora,”  “ My  lady,  I place 
myself  at  your  feet to  which  she  will  reply,  “ Beso  a V.  la  mano,  Cabal- 
lero,’' “ I kiss  your  hand.  Sir  Knight “ Vatja  V.  con  Dios,  que  V.  lo  pase 
bien,"  *•  May  you  depart  with  God,  and  continue  well to  which  you  must  reply, 
“ Quede  V.  con  Dios  <j  la  Virgen,”  “ May  you  remain  with  God  and  the 
Virgin.”  Ladies  seldom  rise  in  Spain  to  receive  male  visitors  ; they  welcome 
female  ones  with  kisses  both  at  coming  and  going.  A gentleman  must  beware 
how  he  offers  to  shake  a Spanish  lady’s  hand,  as  it  is  never  done;  nor  should 
he  give  her  his  arm  when  out  walkiug.  On  leaving  a Spaniard’s  house,  observe 
if  he  thus  addresses  you,  “ Esta  casa  estii  mug  a la  aisposicion  de  V.  cuando 
yuste  favorecerla,”  “ This  house  is  entirely  at  your  disposal,  whenever  you 
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please  to  favour  it."  Once  thus  invited,  yon  become  a friend  of  the  family,  uno 
de  nosotros,  de  la  familia.  If  the  compliment  be  omitted,  it  is  clear  that  the 
owner  never  wishes  to  see  you  again,  and  is  equivalent  to  an  affront.  When  a 
lady  makes  a visit,  a well-bred  host  hands  her  down  stairs  to  the  door  of  her 
carriage,  taking  her  by  the  hand;  but  no  pressure  is  properly  admissible, 
although  such  things  have  occurred.  Remember  always  to  pay  a visit  of  cere- 
mony to  your  male  and  female  friends  on  their  birthdays,  or  el  dia  de  su  santo, 
and  to  attend  to  costume  : on  New  Year’s  day  bring  some  small  gift  with  you, 
as  an  estreha.  If,  when  you  call  and  are  admitted,  a Spanish  lady  happens  to 
be  alone,  you  should  not  shut  the  door,  as  according  to  the  laws  of  all  social 
propriety  it  must  be  left  open,  or  at  least  ajar.  In  walking  with  a Spaniard,  if 
you  wish  to  show  him  respect,  take  care  to  let  him  be  inside  of  the  two,  tu  comes 
exterior : the  same  nicety  of  relative  position  should  be  observed  in  seating  him 
on  a sofa  or  in  a carnage.  A well-bred  man  always  when  he  meets  a lady 
makes  way  for  her,  passing  outside;  although  the  strict  rule  in  street- walking, 
which,  from  their  narrowness  and  the  nice  point  of  honour  of  touchy  passengers, 
has  been  well  defined,  is  that  whoever  has  the  wall  on  his  or  her  right  hand 
is  entitled  to  keep  it. 

When  you  meet  your  Spanish  friends,  stop,  uncloak,  uncover,  and  attend  care- 
fully to  the  whole  process  of  greetings  in  the  market-place.  These  things  are 
not  done  there  in  our  curt  and  off-hand  way ; you  must  inquire  after  the  gentle- 
man’s own  health,  that  of  his  wife  {como  esta  mi  Senora  la  esposa  de  V.),  his 
children,  et  cetera,  and  then  you  will  be  thought  to  be  a hombre  tan  formal  y 
cumplido  como  nosotros,  that  is,  as  well-bred  as  a Spaniard.  If  when  walking 
with  a Spaniard  you  pass  your  house,  do  not  fail  to  ask  him  whether  he  will 
not  step  in  and  untire  himself  a little,  “ No  quiere  V.  entrar  en  esta  su  casa, 
y descansarse  un  ratitof'  You  beg  him  to  come  into  his,  not  your  house,  for 
thus  you  offer  it  to  him. 

This  offering  obtains  throughout  If  a Spaniard  admire  anything  belonging 
to  another,  his  friend  instantly  places  it  at  his  disposal,  esta  muy  a la  disposition 
de  V.  The  proper  reply  is  a bow,  and  some  sort  of  speech  like  this: 
Gracias,  esta  muy  bien  empleado,  or  Gracias,  nopuede  mejorarse  de  dueno.  Thanks, 
it  is  already  in  excellent  hands  ; it  can’t  better  its  master  by  any  change.  In 
Jike  manner,  and  especially  when  outside  cities,  if  any  Spaniards  pass  by  when 
you  are  lunching,  picnicking,  or  eating,  never  fail  to  invite  them  to  share  your 
meal,  by  saying,  Gusten  usteaes  comer  t will  you  be  pleased  to  dine  ? To  omit  this 
invitation  is  a flagrant  breach  of  the  laws  of  hospitality ; nor  is  it  always  a mere 
compliment,  for  every  class  of  Spaniard  is  flattered  if  you  will  partake  of  their 
fare.  However,  it  is  safer  to  decline  with  the  set  speech,  Muchas  gracias,  buen 
provecho  le  haga  a ustedes.  In  towns  there  is  scarcely  any  dinner  society ; nor 
is  such  an  invitation,  as  with  us,  the  usual  compliment  paid  to  a stranger. 
Spaniards,  however,  although  they  seldom  bid  a foreigner,  will  accept  his  convite. 
It  is  necessary,  however,  to  “ press  them  greatly ;”  for  the  correct  national  custom 
is  to  decline.  Remember  also  to  apply  a gentle  violence  to  your  guest,  to  induce 
him  to  eat,  and  if  you  are  dining  with  him,  let  your  stomach  stretch  a point ; 
for  unless  you  over-eat  yourself,  he  will  fancy  that  you  do  not  like  his  fare.  He 
will  assuredly  heap  up  your  mess  most  profusely ; for  as  in  the  East,  where 
dinners  are  scarce,  quantity  is  the  delicate  mark  of  attention.  It  is  by  no  means 
unusual  for  strangers,  after  eating  ices  or  taking  coffee  at  a public  cafe',  to  find, 
when  they  go  to  pay,  that  the  bill  has  already  been  discharged  by  some  unknown 
Spaniard.  Accordingly,  if  you  see  friends  of  yours  thus  refreshing  themselves, 
pretty  ladies  for  instance  with  whom  you  wish  to  stand  well,  you  may  pri- 
vately tell  the  waiter  that  you  will  be  answerable  for  their  account.  It  is  very 
easy  afterwards,  when  you  meet  with  your  fair  friends,  to  let  them  infer  who 
was  their  unknown  benefactor.  It  is  sometimes  rather  dangerous  to  accompany 
an  extravagant  Andaluza  out  shopping,  a las  tiendas,  as  a well-bred  man  of  the 
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old  Spanish  school  was  bound  never  to  allow  her  to  pay  for  anything.  This 
custom,  however,  has  got  somewhat  obsolete  since  the  French  invasion,  money 
having  become  considerably  scarcer  in  consequence  of  that  visitation. 

All  Spaniards,  however,  are  still  prodigal  to  each  other  in  cheap  names  and 
titles  of  honour ; thus  even  beggars  address  each  other  as  SSnory  Caballero,  Lord 
and  Knight.  The  most  coveted  style  is  Excellencia,  your  Excellency,  or,  as  it 
is  pronounced,  Vuesencia,  and  it  only  belongs  to  grandees  and  men  in  highest 
office.  The  next  is  Vuestra  Senoria,  your  Lordship,  of  which  the  abbreviated 
form  is  Usia  ; this  belongs  to  titulos  tie  Castilla,  to  men  who  are  titled,  but  not 
grandees.  It  is,  however,  very  seldom  used  except  by  the  lower  classes,  who, 
when  they  want  to  toady  an  Englishman,  will  often  say  Por  vida  del  demonio 
mas  sabe  Usia  que  nosotros — by  the  devil’s  life,  your  Lordship  knows  more  than 
we  do ; which,  if  a traveller  has  this  Hand-book,  is  very  likely  to  be  the  fact,  as  the 
natives  generally  know  nothing.  The  common  form  of  You  is  Us  ted ; vuestra 
merced,  your  grace.  It  is  generally  written  simply  V.,  or  in  older  books  V“>d.  if 
you  do  not  know  a Spaniard’s  Christian  name,  it  is  well  bred  to  insert  the  de,  the 
German  Von.  Thus  Seiior  de  Munoz  is  the  appellation  of  a gentleman ; Senor 
Munoz  that  of  a nobody.  When  the  Christian  name  is  used  with  the  title  Don 
(Dominus,  Lord),  this  Don  becomes  exactly  equivalent  to  onr  knightly  Sir,  and 
never  must  be  prefixed  to  the  patronymic  by  itself.  Thus  you  must  say  Don 
Hernando  Munoz,  and  not  Don  Munoz,  which  sounds  as  ridiculous  and  ignorant 
to  Spanish  ears  as  the  Sir  Peel  of  your  Frenchman  does  to  Eilglish  ones. 

Spaniards,  when  intimate,  generally  call  each  other  by  their  Christian  names, 
and  a stranger  may  live  among  them  and  be  known  to  all  the  town  as  Don 
Ricardo,  without  half  a dozen  persons  in  it  being  aware  of  what  his  patronymic 
is.  The  custom  of  tutear — the  endearing  tutoyer,  unusual  in  England  except 
among  quakers,  is  very  prevalent  among  familiar  friends,  and  is  habitual  among 
grandees,  who  consider  each  other  as  relatives,  primes,  cousins. 

The  forms  of  letter-writing  differ  also  from  ours.  The  correct  place  of 
dating  from  should  be  de  esta  su  casa,  from  this  your  house,  wherever  it  is ; you 
must  not  say  from  this  my  house,  as  you  mean  to  place  it  at  the  disposition  of 
your  correspondent;  the  formal  Sir  is  Muy  Seiior  mio  ; My  dear  Sir,  is  Muy 
Seiior  mio  y de  todo  mi  aprecio ; My  dear  Friend,  is  Mi  apreciable  amigo:  a 
step  more  in  intimacy  is  querido  amigo  and  querido  Don  Juan.  All  letters  con- 
clude after  something  in  this  fashion—  quedando  en  el  interin  S.  S.  S.  [an  seguro 
servidor ] Q.  S.  M.  B.  [que  su  mano  besaj.  This  represents  our  “your  most 
obedient  and  humble  servant a more  friendly  form  is  “ Mande  Vmd.  con  toda 
f, ranqueza  a ese  S.  S.  S.  y amigo  af™-  Q.  S.  M.  B.”  When  a lady  is  in  the 
case,  P [piesj  is  substituted  for  M,  as  the  gentleman  kisses  her  feet.  Ladies 
sign  su  servidora  y amiga ; clergymen,  su  S.  S.  S.  y capellan.  Letters  are 
generally  directed  thus  : — 

A1  Seiior 

Don  Fulano  Apodo 

B.  L.  M. 

S.  S. 

R.  F. 

Most  Spaniards  append  to  their  signature  a Jlubrica,  which  is  a sort  of  intri- 
cate flourish,  like  a Runic  knot  or  an  Oriental  sign-manual.  The  sovereign 
often  only  rubricates,  as  Don  Quixote  did  in  the  matter  of  the  jackasses : then 
his  Majesty  makes  his  mark,  and  does  not  sign  his  name. 

The  traveller  is  advised  at  least  to  visit  and  observe  the  objects  pointed  out 
in  the  following  pages,  and  never  to  be  deterred  by  any  Spaniard’s  opinion  that 
they  are  “ not  worth  seeing.”  He  should  not,  however,  neglect  looking  at  what 
the  natives  consider  to  be  worth  a foreigner’s  attention : as  a general  rule 
ascend  towers  in  towns,  to  understand  topography ; visit  the  chief  markets  to 
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notice  local  fishes,  fowls,  fruits,  and  costumes ; and  then,  as  elsewhere,  be  more 
careful  of  keeping  your  good  temper  than  sixpences ; never  measure  Spanish 
things  by  an  English  standard,  nor  seek  for  motes  in  bright  eyes ; nor  say  that 
all  is  a wilderness  from  Burgos  to  Bailen.*  Scout  all  imaginary  dismals,  dangers” 
and  difficuUles7"'hich  become  as  nothing  when  manfully  met.  View  Spain  and 
Spaniards  en  couleur  de  rose,  and  it  will  go  hard  if  some  of  that  agreeable  tint 
be  not  reflected  on  such  a judicious  observer.  Con  quc,  buen  viuje  ! 
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ANDALUCIA.  " ; 

The  kingdom  or  province  of  Andalucia,  in  facility  of  access  and  objects  of 
interest,  must  take  precedence  over  all  others  in  Spain.  It  is  the  Tarshish  of 
the  Bible,  the  “uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,”  to  which  Jonah  wished  to  flee. 
This  “ultima  terra”  was  called  Tartessus  in  the  uncertain  geography  of  the 
ancients,  who  were  purposely  kept  mystified  by  the  jealous  Phoenicians;  and 
this  vague  general  name,  like  our  Indies,  was  applied  sometimes  to  a town,  to 
a river,  to  a locality.  But  when  the  Romans,  after  the  fall  of  Carthage,  obtained 
an  undisputed  possession  of  the  Peninsula,  the  S.  of  Spain  was  called  Baitica, 
from  the  river  Baetis,  the  Guadalquivir,  which  intersects  its  fairest  portions. 
At  the  Gothic  invasion  this  province  was  overrun  by  the  Vandals,  whence  both 
sides  of  the  straits  were  oalled  by  the  Moors  Vandalueia,  or  Belad-al-Andalosh, 
the  territory  of  the  Vandal.  Here,  as  in  a congenial  soil,  the  Oriental  overturner 
of  the  Gothic  rule  took  the  deepest  root,  aud  left  the  noblest  traces  of  power, 
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taste,  and  intelligence — here  he  made  his  last  desperate  struggle,  and  from  this 
gradual  recovery  of  Andalucia,  the  Oriental  divisions  into  separate  principalities 
are  retained, and  it  is  still  called  Los  Cuatro  Jieinos,  the  “Four  Kingdoms,”  viz. 
Seville,  Cordova,  Jaen,  and  Granada. 

These  occupy  the  S.  extremity  of  Spain,  and  are  defended  from  the  cold 
N.  table-lands  by  the  barrier-mountains  of  the  Sierra  Morena — a corruption  of 
the  Montes  Marianos  of  the  Homans,  and  not  referring  to  the  tawny-brown 
colour  of  its  summer  garb.  Andalucia  contains  2281  square  1.,  and  is  a land  of 
mountain  and  valley;  the  grand  productive  locality  is  the  basin  of  the  Guadal- 
quivir,'which  flows  under  the  range  of  the  Sierra  Morena.  To  the  S.E.  rise 
the . mountains  of  Ronda  and  Granada,  which  sweep  down  to  the  sea.  Their 
summits  are  covered  with  eternal  snow,  while  the  sugar-cane  ripens  at  their 
bases ; the  botanical  range  is,  therefore,  inexhaustible ; these  sierras  also  are 
absolutely  marble  and  metal-pregnant.  The  cities  are  of  the  highest  order  in 
Spain,  in  respect  to  the  fine  arts  and  objects  of  general  interest,  while  Gibraltar 
is  a portion  of  England  herself. 

The  Andalucians,  from  the  remotest  periods  of  history,  have  been  more  cele- 
brated for  their  social  and  intellectual  qualities,  than  for  those  of  a practical 
and  industrial  character.  They  are  considered  by  their  countrymen  to  be  the 
Gascons,  the  boasters  and  braggarts  of  Spain  ; and  certainly,  from  the  time  of 
Livy  (xxxiv.  1 7)  to  the  present,  they  are  the  most  “ imbelles,”  nnwarlike,  and  un- 
militarv.  It  is  in  peace  and  its  arts  that  these  gay,  good-humoured,  light- 
hearted children  of  a genial  sun  shine  the  most;  thus  their  authors  revived  lite- 
rature when  the  Augustan  age  died  at  Rome,  as  during  the  darkest  periods  of 
European  barbarism,  Cordova  was  the  Athens  of  the  west,  and  at  once  the  seat 
of  arts  and  science.  Again,  when  the  sun  of  Raphael  set  in  Italy,  painting  here 
arose  in  a new  form  in  the  Velazquez,  Murillo,  and  Cano  school  of  Seville, 
which  beyond  doubt  takes  the  lead  in  those  of  the  Peninsula. 

The  Oriental  imagination  of  the  Andalucians  colours  everything  up  to  their 
bright  sun.  Their  exaggeration,  pondentdon,  or  giving  weight  to  nothings,  is 
only  exceeded  by  their  credulity,  until  they  end  in  believing  their  own  lies. 
Everything  with  them  is  either  in  the  superlative  or  diminutive.  Nowhere  will 
the  stranger  hear  more  frequently  those  talismanie  words  which  mark  national 
character — No  se  sabe,  no  se  puede,  conforme,  the  “ I don’t  know.”  “ I can’t 
do  it  “ That  depends the  Manana,  pasado  manalia,  the  “ to-morrow  and 
day  after  to-morrow  ;”  the  Boukra,  balbouhra,  of  the  procrastinating  Oriental. 
Here  remain  the  Bakalum  or  Veremos,  “ we  will  see  about  it ;”  the  Pek-eyi  or 
muy  bien,  “ very  well and  the  Iushallali,  si  Dios  quiere,  the  “ if  the  Lord 
will ;”  the  Ojala,  or  wishing  that  God  would  effect  what  he  wants,  the  Moslem's 
Eiuro- Allah.  In  a word,  here  are  to  be  found  the  besetting  sins  of  the  Oriental, 
his  ignorance,  indifference,  procrastination,  tempered  by  a religious  resignation 
to  Providence.  The  natives  are  superstitious  and  great  worshippers  of  the 
Virgin.  Seville  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  dispute  on  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception, by  which  Spain  was  convulsed.  They  are  remarkable  for  a reliance 
on  supernatural  aid,  and  in  all  circumstances  of  difficulty  call  upon  their  tutelar 
patrons,  with  which  every  town,  church,  and  parish  is  provided.  Yet,  if  pro- 
verbs are  to  be  trusted,  little  moral  benefit  has  been  the  result  of  their  religious 
tendencies.  Al  Andaluz  cata  la  Cruz  ; del  Andaluz  guarda  tu  capa  y capuz  ; 
that  is,  even  if  an  Andalucian  make  the  sign  of  the  cross,  keep  a look-out  after 
your  cloak  and  other  chattels.  In  no  province  have  smugglers  and  robbers 
(convertible  terms)  been  longer  the  weed  of  the  soil. 

In  compensation,  however,  nowhere  in  Spain  is  el  trato,  or  friendly  and 
social  intercourse,  more  agreeable  than  in  this  pleasure-loving,  work-abhorring 
province.  The  native  is  the  t/racioso  of  the  Peninsula,  a term  given  to  the 
cleverest  comic  actor.  Both  the  graria,  wit,  and  elegance,  and  the  sal  Andaluza 
are  proverbial.  This  salt,  it  is  true,  cannot  be  precisely  called  Attic,  having 
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a tendency  to  gitanesque  and  tauromachian  slang,  but  it  is  almost  the  national 
language  of  the  smuggler,  bandit,  bull-fighter,  dancer,  and  Majo,  and  who  has 
not  heard  of  these  worthies  of  Baetica? — the  Contrabandista,  Ladron,  Torero, 
Bailarin,  and  Majo.  Their  fame  has  long  scaled  the  Pyrenees,  while  in  the 
Peninsula  itself  such  persons  and  pursuits  are  the  rage  and  dear  delight  of  the 
young  and  daring,  of  all  indeed  who  aspire  to  the  “ Fancy,"  or  aficion,  and  to  be 
sporting  characters.  Andalucia  is  the  head-quarters  of  all  this,  and  the  cradle 
of  the  most  eminent  professors,  who  in  the  other  provinces  become  stars,  pat- 
terns, models,  and  the  envy  and.  admiration  of  their  applauding  countrymen. 
The  provincial  dress  is  extremely  picturesque  ; it  is  that  of  Figaro  in  our  theatres, 
and,  whatever  the  merits  of  tailors  and  milliners,  Nature  has  lent  her  hand  in 
the  good  work ; the  male  is  cast  in  her  happiest  mould,  he  is  tall,  well-grown, 
strong,  and  sinewy  ; the  female  is  worthy  of  her  mate,  and  often  presents  a 
form  of  matchless  symmetry,  to  which  is  added  a peculiar  and  most  fascinating 
air  and  action.  The  Majo  is  the  dandy  of  Spain.  The  etymology  of  this  word 
is  the  Arabic  Majar,  brilliancy,  splendour,  jauntiness  in  walk,  which  are  exactly 
expressed  in  the  costume  and  bearing  of  the  character.  The  Majo  glitters 
in  velvets,  filigree  buttons,  tags  and  tassels ; his  dress  is  as  gay  as  his  sun ; 
external  appearance  is  all  and  everything  with  him.  This  love  of  show,  boato, 
is  by  some  derived  from  the  Arabic  “ shouting,"  by  others  from  batto , betato  ; 
his  favourite  epithet,  bizarro,  “ distinguished,”  is  the  Arabic  bessard,  “ elegance 
of  form.”  The  Majo  is  an  out-and-out  swell,  muy  fanfaron ; this  fanfaronade 
in  word  and  thing  is  also  Moorish,  since  fanfar  and  hinchar  both  signify  to 
“ distend,”  and  are  applied  in  the  Arabic  and  in  the  Spanish  to  las  narices,  the 
inflation  of  the  barb’s  nostrils,  and,  in  a secondary  meaning,  to  pretencion,  puffed 
out  pretension.  The  Majo,  especially  if  crudo,  or  boisterous  and  raw,  is  fond  of 
practical  jokes ; his  outbreaks  and  “ larks  ” are  still  termed  in  Spanish  by  their 
Arabic  names , jarana, jaleo,  i.  e.  khala-a,  “waggishness.” 

The  lively  and  sparkling  semi-Moro  Andalucian  is  the  antithesis  of  the 
grave  and  decorous  old  Castilian,  who  looks  down  upon  him  as  an  amusing 
but  undignified  personage.  He  smiles  at  his  harlequin  costume  and  tricks  as 
he  does  at  his  peculiar  dialect,  and  with  reason,  as  nowhere  is  the  Spanish 
language  more  corrupted  in  words  and  pronunciation  ; in  fact,  it  is  scarcely 
intelligible  to  a true  Toledan.  The  ceceo,  or  pronouncing  the  c before  cer- 
tain vowels  as  an  s,  and  the  not  marking  the  th  clearly — for  example,  the  saying 
Saragosa  instead  of  Tharagotha,  plaser  (placer)  for  plather — is  no  less  offensive 
to  a fine  grammatical  ear  than  the  habit  of  clipping  the  Queen’s  Spanish.  The 
Castilian  enunciates  every  letter  and  syllable,  while  the  Andalucian  seldom 
sounds  the  d between  two  vowels ; lo  come,  he  eats  it,  and  says,  comio,  querio, 
ganao,  for  comido,  querido,  ganado ; no  vale  na,  no  hay  n/t,  for  no  vale  nada,  no 
hay  nada.  Some  of  the  Andalucian  vulgarisms  are  still  worse;  for  instance — 


Asin 

instead  of 

asi 

thus. 

Sanguisuelas 

ft 

sanauijuelas 

leeches. 

A la  vera 

ft 

al  lado 

at  the  side  of. 

Tiseras 

ft 

tijeras 

scissars. 

J-o  vide 

ft 

lo  ni 

I saw  him« 

Toitos 

todos 

all. 

Siudad 

ft 

ciudad 

city. 

The  fittest  towns  for  residence  are  Granada  for  the  summer,  and  Seville  and 
Malaga  for  the  winter,  or  Gibraltar  (which  is  English,  not  Spanish),  where  the 
creature  comforts  and  good  medical  advice  abound.  The  spring  and  autumn 
are  the  best  periods  for  a tour  in  Andalucia : the  summers,  except  in  the 
mountain  districts,  are  intensely  hot,  and  the  winters  rainy.  The  towns  on  the 
coast  are  most  easily  visited,  as  a constant  intercommunication  between  Cadiz 
and  Malaga  is  kept  up  by  steamers  which  ply  backwards  and  forwards, 
touching  at  Gibraltar  ana  Algeciras. 
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The  river  Guadalquivir  is  well  provided  with  steamers  to  Seville ; hut 
with  the  exception  of  the  road  from  Cadiz  to  Madrid,  and  that  from  Malaga 
to  Granada,  there  are  uo  public  carriages,  nay,  scarcely  roads,  though  they  are 
talking  much  of  rails.  In  the  meanwhile  the  primitive  Bedouin  conveyance, 
the  horse,  prevails.  There  are  indeed  a few  galeras,  or  carriers’  waggons, 
which  drag  through  miry  ruts,  or  over  stony  tracks  made  by  wild  goats,  but  into 
them  no  man  who  values  time  or  his  bones  will  venture.  In  spite  of  a fertile 
soil  and  beneficent  climate,  more  than  half  Andalucia  is  abandoned  to  a state 
of  nature.  The  soil  is  covered  with  aromatic  underwood  and  strewed  with 
remains  of  Moorish  ruins.  The  land,  once  a paradise,  seems  to  have  been 
cursed  hy  man’s  ravage  and  neglect.  Nowhere  will  the  traveller  be  better  able 
to  study  those  two  things  of  Spain,  the  dehesas  y despoblados,  as  everywhere  here, 
cultivated  lands  are  returned  to  waste,  and  districts  once  teeming  with  life 
depopulated. 

A THREE  MONTHS’  TOCB. 


This  may  be  effected  by  a combination  of  Steam,  Riding,  and  Coaching. 


April.  Gibraltar,  S.  April.  Cordova,  C. 
Tarifa,  R.  Andujar,  C. 

Cadiz,  R.  Jaen,  R.,  or 

Xerez,  C.  May.  llailen,  C. 

Sail  Lucar,  C.  Jaen,  C. 

Seville,  S.  Granada,  C. 


May.  Laniaron,  R.  Jane.  Loja,  C. 

Berja,  R.  Antequera,  R. 

June.  Motril,  R.  Honda,  R. 

Velez  Malaga,  R.  Gibraltar,  R. 

Albania,  R. 

Malaga,  R. 


Those  going  to  Madrid  may  ride  from  Ronda  to  Cordova,  by  Osuna.  Those 
going  to  Estremadura  may  ride  from  Ronda  to  Seville,  by  Moron. 
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Seville 

Villa  Nneva  del  Rio,  R...Coal 

Rio  Tinto,  R Copper. 

Almadeu  de  la  Plata,  R...Silv. 

Guadalcanal,  R Silver. 

Almaden,  R Quicksilver. 

Excursion  to  Logrnsan,  R. 

Phosphate  of  Lime. 


Cordova,  R. 
Bailen,  C. 


Linares,  R.  . . « 

Baezx,  R 

SejjurR,  R.  ..  • . 

Raxa,  R. 

Purchena,  R.  . 

Macael,  U 

Cabo  de  Gata Marbles. 

Adra,  R Lead. 

Berja,  R Lead. 

Granada,  R Marbles. 

Malaga,  C. 

Marbella,  R.... Iron. 

Gibraltar,  R. 


ROUTE  1. — SOUTHAMPTON  TO  CADIZ. 


The  average  passage  of  the  steamers 
from  Southampton  to  Cadiz,  stoppages 
in  Gallicia  and  Portugal  included,  is 
about  seven  days.  On  quitting  the 
Channel,  the  “ sleepless  Bay  of  Biscay” 
is  traversed,  and  the  first  land  made  is 
the  N.W.  coast  of  Spain,  whose  iron- 
bound  range  of  mountains  forms  the 
breakwater  of  Europe  against  the 
gigantic  swell  of  the  Atlantic.  La 
Coruna  and  Vigo  are  fully  mentioned 
in  their  own  provinces  (see  Index). 
Omitting  Portugal,  as  foreign  to  this 
Handbook,  the  voyage  from  Lisbon  to 
Cadiz  averages  between  30  and  35 
hours.  When  wind  and  weather 
permit,  the  cape  of  St.  Vincent  is  ap- 
proached sufficiently  near  to  see  the 


convent  perched  on  the  beetling  cliffy 
and  to  hear  its  matin  or  vesper  bell:  a 
fine  rotary  light,  eclipsed  every  two 
minutes,  has  recently  been  erected  in 
this  prominent  position.  The  Mont - 
chique  range  of  mountains  rises  nobly 
behind  in  the  back-ground  distance. 

El  Cabo  de  San  Vicente , the  Cape 
of  St.  Vincent,  is  so  called  from  one  of 
the  earliest  Spanish  saints,  Vincentius, 
a native  of  Zaragoza,  who  was  put  to 
death  by  Dacian,  at  Valencia,  in  304. 
The  body,  long  watched  over  by  crows, 
was  removed  to  this  site  at  the  Moorish 
invasion,  where  it  continued  to  be 
guarded  by  these  birds  ; and  hence  the 
convent  built  over  the  remains  was 
called  by  the  infidels  Kenisata-l-gorab, 
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the  church  of  the  crow,  and  the  point 
to  this  day  is  termed  by  the  natives  El 
monte  de  los  Cuervos.  About  1147 
Alonso  I.  removed  the  body  to  Por- 
tugal, two  of  the  crows  accompanying 
it,  which  are  blazoned  on  the  arms  of 
the  city  of  Lisbon.  These  birds  con- 
tinued to  breed  in  the  cathedral,  and 
had  regular  rents  assigned  for  their 
support.  For  the  legend  consult  Pru- 
dentius,  Perist.,  v.  5;  Morales,  Coro- 
nica,  x.  341;  Exp.  Sayr.,  viii.  179, 
231. 

This  headland,  always  a holy  spot, 
was  the  Kovveov,  Cuneus,  of  the  an- 
cients ; here  was  a circular  diuidical 
temple,  in  which  the  Iberians  believed 
that  the  gods  assembled  at  night 
(Strabo,  iii.  202).  Hence  the  Romans 
called  the  mountain  Mons  Sacer,  a 
name  still  preserved  in  the  neighbour- 
ing hamlet  Sayres,  which  was  founded 
in  1416  by  Prince  Henry  of  Portugal, 
who  here  pursued  those  studies  which 
led  to  the  discovery  of  the  circumnavi- 
gation of  Africa.  Sayres  was  long 
considered  the  most  western  point  of 
Europe,  and  to  which,  as  the  first 
meridian,  all  longitudes  were  re- 
ferred. 

The  waters  which  bathe  these  shores 
have  witnessed  three  British  victories: 
here,  Jan.  16,  1780,  Rodney  attacked 
the  Spanish  fleet  under  Langara,  cap- 
tured five  and  destroyed  two  men-of- 
war;  here,  Feb.  14,  1797,  Jervis  and 
Nelson,  with  15  small  ships,  defeated 
27  huge  Spaniards,  “ rattling  through 
the  battle  as  if  it  had  been  a sport,” 
taking  four  prizes,  and  saving  Lisbon 
from  Godoy,  the  tool  of  France:  here 
again,  July  3,  1836,  Napier,  with  6 
small  ships,  beat  10  Portuguese  men- 
of-war,  and  placed  Don  Pedro  on  the 
throne  of  Portugal. 

Rounding  the  cape  and  steering 
S.E.,  we  enter  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  but 
the  mountain  range  of  Ronda,  land- 
marks to  ships,  are  seen  soaring  on 
high,  while  the  low  maritime  strip  of 
Andalucia  is  uuperceived.  For  all 
this  coast,  consult  the  JJerroteros,  by 
Vicente  Tofino,  2 vols.  4to.,  Mad. 
1787-9. 

On  entering  the  bay,  fair  Cadiz  rises 
from  the  dark  blue  sea  like  a line  of 


ivory  palaces ; the  landing  when  the 
sea  is  rough  is  often  inconvenient ; 
the  steamers  generally  remain  here 
about  3 hours,  before  proceeding  to 
Gibraltar;  extortionate  boatmen  crowd 
round  the  vessel  to  land  passengers  ; 
the  proper  charge  is  a peseta  a person. 
There  is  the  usual  trouble  with  the 
Aduaneros,  Resguardos,  and  other 
custom-house  officers,  who  are  to  be 
conciliated  by  patience,  courtesy,  a 
cigar,  or  still  better,  by  a judiciously 
administered  fee. 

Cadiz.  Inns. — Posada  Inglesa,  No. 
342,  Alameda:  the  landlord,  Ximenez, 
a Maltese,  is  civil  and  deserves  patron- 
age ,-  he  speaks  English  and  knows 
Cadiz  well : Wall's  Inn  that  was,  No. 
161,  Calle  San  Servando,  is  now  kept  by 
Vazquez ; good;  the  charges  are  30  reals 
a day : there  are  two  French  posadas, 
one  in  the  Calle  de  la  Came,  No.  3, 
the  other  in  the  Calle  de  Riego,  which 
are  cheaper  than  the  English  inns,  but 
dirtier;  the  table  d’hdte  at  the  Europa 
is  more  decent  as  to  dinner  than  com- 
pany, which  too  often  consists  of  fo- 
reign commis  vouageurs.  There  is  an 
excellent  casa  de  pupilos  in  the  Calle 
de  San  Alejandro,  which  is  kept  by 
Mrs.  Stanley,  and  is  very  well  fitted  for 
private  families  and  ladies.  Other  and 
bad  inns,  are  Caballo  Blanco,  No.  176, 
Calle  del  Hondillo,  and  in  the  same 
street,  No.  165,  La  Corona;  Los  tres 
Reyes,  183,  Calle  Flamencos.  Among 
the  many  private  boarding  houses  are 
those  in  PI1*'  Sn.  Agustin,  No.  201,  2do. 
Piso — at  Las  Sras.  Sanquirico,  Calle 
del  Vestuario,  and  one  in  the  Calle  del 
Conde  Mauli,  Pi“'  de  Candelaria.  None, 
however,  going  to  make  any  lengthened 
stay  should  omit  consulting  Mr.  Braek- 
enbury,  the  consul,  whose  kindness  and 
hospitality  are  hereditary,  his  golden 
sherry  deserves  great  notice.  There  are 
baths  in  the  Calle  de  la  Cereria  y de 
Morzal  and  No.  9,  PI*-  de  Mina,  where 
there  is  decent  lodging  and  board  also. 
For  books  and  maps  go  to  Moraleja, 
late  Hortal,  201,  PI®-  Sn.  Agustin. 
Ladies  who  want  Mantillas  may  go 
either  to  Villalba,  Calle  del  Sacra- 
mento, or  to  Luis  de  la  Orden,  or  a las 
Filipinas,  Calle  Juau  de  Andas:  the 
price  of  one  varies  from  3 to  300  dollars. 
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For  silver  filigree,  Sibellos,  Calle  de  Sn.  I 
Franco,  and  Calle  Ancha.  Tailor, 
Jose  de  Arcos,  Calle  Ancha.  Milliner, 
La  Urench,  Sa-  de  Ursula.  For  Spanish 
gloves,  which  are  excellent,  especially 
the  white  kid,  at  El  Sol,  and  El  Indio, 
Calle  Ancha.  Ladies’  shoes  are  very 
cheap  and  good,  as  the  feet  at  Cadiz 
are  not  among  the  ugliest  on  earth : 1 
go  to  Gomez,  Pl“-  de  la  Constitucion, 
or  EL  Madrileno.  Calle  Ancha.  Gen- 
tlemen's shoemakers,  Bravo  and  Florez, 
and  El  Madrileiio.  Cadiz  is  famous 
for  sweetmeats,  or  Dulces,  of  which 
Spaniards,  and  especially  the  women, 
as  in  the  East,  eat  vast  quantities,  to 
the  detriment  of  their  stomachs  and 
complexions. 

There  is  a good  club  called  El  Ca- 
sino, into  which  strangers  are  admitted 
when  properly  introduced;  they  are 
free  members  for  one  month ; if  they 
remain  longer  they  can  be  elected,  as 
temporary  ones,  on  paying  three  dol- 
lars a month.  English,  Spanish,  and 
French  newspapers  are  taken  in. 

Cadiz  is  celebrated  for  its  guitars. 
Those  made  by  Juan  Pajez  and  his 
son  Josef,  rank  with  the  violins  and 
tenors  of  Straduarius  and  Amati : the 
best  have  a backward  of  dark  wood, 
called  Palo  Santo : they  are  now  scarce 
and  dear.  Here  also  are  made  excel- 
lent Esteras,  or  mattings  woven  of  a 
flat  reed,  or  junco,  which  grows  near 
Lepe,  which  are  used  instead  of  car- 
pets. They  are  designed  in  fanciful 
Oriental  patterns,  and  may  be  made  to 
any  design  for  six  to  eight  reals  the 
vara.  The  .duty  on  entering  England 
is,  trifling  : they  last  long,  and  are  very 
cool,  clean,  and  pleasant,  as  a summer 
substitute  for  carpets.  It  is  worth 
while  to  visit  one  of  the  manufactories 
to  see  the  operatives  squatted  down, 
and  working  exactly  as  the  Egyptians 
did  3000  years  ago. 

Boohs  to  consult. — For  the  antiqui- 
ties, Grandezas,  by  Jn.  Ba.  Suarez  de 
Salazar,  4to.,  Cadiz,  1610;  and  the 
Emporio  de  el  Orbe,  Geronimo  de  la 
Concepcion,  folio,  Amsterdam,  1690 ; 
and  the  Cadiz  Phenicia,  Ms.  de  Mon- 
dejar, 3 vols.  4 to.,  Mad.  1805  ; Historia 
de  Cadiz,  Orosco,  4to.,  1845. 

A couple  of  days  will  well  suffice  for 


seeing  this  city,  whose  glories  belong 
rather  to  the  past  than  the  present. 

Cadiz,  long  called  Cales  by  the 
English,  although  the  oldest  town  in 
Europe,  looks  one  of  the  newest  and 
cleanest ; the  latter  quality  is  the  work 
of  an  Irishman,  the  Governor  O’Reilly, 
who,  about  1785,  introduced  an  English 
system.  It  is  well  built,  paved,  and 
lighted.  The  Spaniards  compare  it  to 
a taza  de  plata,  a silver  dish  (Arabice 
taut).  It  rises  on  a rocky  peninsula, 
(shaped  like  a ham,)  some  ten  to  fifty 
feet  above  the  sea,  which  girds  it 
around,  a narrow  isthmus  alone  con- 
necting the  main  land.  Gaddir,  in 
Punic,  meant  an  enclosed  place  (Fest. 
Av.  Or.  Mar.  273).  It  was  founded 
by  the  Phoenicians  347  years  before 
Rome,  and  1100  before  Christ  (Arist. 

‘ De  Mir.’  134;  Vel.  Pat.  i.  2.  6).  The 
Punic  name  was  corrupted  by  the 
Greeks,  who  caught  at  sound,  not  sense, 
into  TaSeipa,  quasi  Sapa,  and  by  the 
Romans  into  Gades.  This  town  was 
the  great  lie  and  lion  of  antiquity ; 
nothing  was  too  absurd  for  the  clas- 
sical handbooks.  It  was  their  Venice, 
or  Paris  ; the  centre  of  sin  and  sensual 
civilization,  the  purveyor  of  gastro- 
nomy, ballets,  and  so  forth.  Italy  im- 
ported from  it  those  improba  Gaditance, 
whose  lascivious  dances  were  of  Ori- 
ental origin,  and  still  exist  in  the  Ro- 
malis  of  the  Andalucian  gipsies.  The 
prosperity  of  Gades  fell  with  that  of 
Rome,  to  both  of  which  the  foundation 
of  Constantinople  dealt  the  first  blow. 
Then  came  the  Goths,  who  destroyed 
the  city  ; and  when  Alonso  el  Sabio — 
the  learned,  not  wise — captured  Kadis 
from  the  Moors,  Sept.  14,  1262,  its  ex- 
istence was  almost  doubted  by  the  in- 
fallible Urban  IV.  The  discovery  of 
the  New  World  revived  the  prosperity 
of  a place  which  alone  can  exist  by 
commerce,  and  now  the  loss  of  the 
Transatlantic  colonies  has  been  its  ruin. 
Hence  the  constant  struggle  during  the 
war,  to  expend  on  their  recovery,  the 
means  furnished  by  England  for  the 
defence  of  the  Peninsula.  Cadiz,  in 
the  war  time,  contained  100,000  souls  ; 
now  the  population  scarcely  exceeds 
58,000.  It  was  made  a free  ware- 
housing port  in  1829,  which  gave  it  a 


Andalucia.  route  1. — andalucia — cadiz — sieges. 


7 


temporary  fillip,  but  tbe  privilege  was 
abolished  in  1832,  since  which  it  is 
rapidly  decaying,  as  it  cannot  compete 
with  Gibraltar  and  Malaga,  while  even 
the  sherry  trade  is  passing  to  the  Puerto 
and  San  Lucar. 

Cadiz  was  sacked,  June  21,  1596,  by 
Lord  Essex,  when  Elizabeth  repaid, 
with  interest,  the  visit  of  the  Spanish 
invincible  armada.  The  expedition  was 
so  secretly  planned,  that  none  on  board, 
save  the  chiefs,  knew  its  destination. 
The  town  was  instantly  attacked  and 
taken,  Antonio  de  Zuniga,  the  eorre- 
gidor,  having  been  the  first  to  run  and 
fall  to  his  prayers,  when  every  one 
else  followed  their  leader’s  example. 
*The  booty  of  the  conquerors  was  enor- 
mous. Thirteen  ships  of  war,  and 
forty  huge  South  American  galleons, 
were  destroyed,  whereby  an  almost 
universal  bankruptcy  ensued,  and  the 
first  blow  was  dealt  to  falling  Spain, 
and  from  which  she  never  recovered. 

Cadiz  was  again  attacked  by  the 
English  in  1628;  the  command  was 
given  to  Lord  Wimbleton,  a grandson 
of  the  great  Burleigh.  This  was  a 
Walcheren  expedition,  ill-planned  by 
the  incompetent  Buckingham,  and  mis- 
managed by  the  general,  who,  like  the 
late  Lord  Chatham,  proved  that  genius 
is  not  hereditary.  Another  English 
expedition  failed  in  August,  1/02. 
This,  says  Burnet,  “ was  ill-projected 
and  worse  executed.”  The  attack  was 
foolishly  delayed,  and  the  Spaniards 
had  time  to  recover  their  alarm,  and 
organize  resistance  : for  when  the  Eng- 
lish fleet  arrived  in  the  bay,  Cadiz  was 

garrisoned  by  only  300  men,  and  must 
ave  been  taken. 

Cadiz  in  the  recent  war  narrowly 
escaped,  and  from  similar  reasons. 
When  the  rout  of  Ocaiia  gave  Anda- 
lucia to  Soult,  he  turned  aside  to  Se- 
ville to  play  the  “ conquering  hero.” 
Alburquerque,  by  taking  a short  cut, 
had  time  to  reach  the  Isla,  and  make  a 
show  of  defence,  which  scared  Victor. 
Had  he  pushed  on,  the  city  must  have 
fallen ; for  everything  was  out  of  order, 
the  fortifications  being  almost  disman- 
tled. Previously  to  his  timely  arrival, 
the  junta,  “ reposing  on  its  own  great- 
ness,” had  taken  no  precautions,  nay, 


had  resisted  the  English  engineers  in 
their  proposed  defences,  and  had  in- 
sulted us  by  unworthy  suspicions,  re- 
fusing to  admit  a British  garrison,  thus 
marring  the  Duke’s  admirable  plan  of 
defending  Andalucia.  In  the  hour  of 
need  they  turned  to  him  as  their  friend, 
and  General  Spencer  was  sent  from 
Gibraltar  with  2000  men,  the  Duke 
simply  remarking  on  withdrawing  our 
troops  after  they  had  done  the  work, 

( “ it  may  be  depended  upon,  that  if 
Cadiz  should  ever  again  be  in  danger, 
our  aid  will  be  called  for  ” (Disp.  Nov. 

. 11,  1813). 

The  first  step  the  Cortes  took  was  to 
meditate  a law  to  prevent  any  foreign 
soldiers  (meaning  English)  from  ever 
being  admitted  into  a Spanish  fortress  ; 
and  this  alter  Cadiz,  Cartagena,  Tarifa, 
Alicante,  Ceuta,  &c.  had  been  solely 
defended  against  the  French  by  their 
assistance. 

Cadiz,  being  the  “ end  of  the  world,” 
has  always  been  made  the  last  asylum  of 
gasconading  governments,  since  they 
can  run  no  further,  because  stopped  by 
the  sea:  hither,  after  prating  about  Nu- 
rnantia,  the  Junta  fled  in  1810,  setting 
the  example  to  their  imitators  in  1823. 
i The  Cortes  of  Madrid  continued  to 
•hatter,  and  write  impertinent  notes  to 
the  allied  sovereigns,  until  Angouleme 
crossed  the  Bidasoa ; then  they  all  took 
to  their  heels,  fled  to  Cadiz,  and  next 
surrendered.  Thus  this  city,  which  so 
long  resisted  the  mighty  Emperor,  be- 
cause defended  by  England,  when  left 
to  its  single-handed  valour,  succumbed 
with  such  precipitation  that  the  con- 
quest became  inglorious  even  to  the 
puny  Bourbon. 

Cadiz,  purely  a commercial  town, 
has  little  fine  art : les  lettres  de  change 
y sont  les  belles  lettres.  It  has  small 
attraction  to  the  scholar  or  man  of 
pleasure  ; it  is  scarcely  even  the  jocosa 
Gades  of  the  past;  for  poverty  has 
damped  the  gaiety,  and  the  society 
being  mercantile,  has  always  been  con- 
sidered by  Spaniards  as  second-rate. 
The  women,  however,  are  charming : 

, they  fascinate  alike  by  their  forms  and 
I manners.  Cadiz,  it  is  said,  is  rather 
the  city  of  Venus,  the  mother  of  love, 
than  of  the  chaste  Diana;  and  the 
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lower  orders  have  borrowed  from  fo- 
reigners many  vices  not  common  in  the 
inland  towns  of  temperate  and  decent 
Spain.  Cadiz,  as  a residence,  is  but  a 
sea-prison ; the  water  is  bad,  and  the 
climate  during  the  Solano  (its  sci- 
rocco)  wind,  detestable;  then  the  mer- 
cury in  the  barometer  rises  six  or  seven 
degrees,  and  the  natives  are  driven  al- 
most mad,  especially  the  women ; the 
searching  blast  finds  out  everything 
that  is  wrong  in  the  constitution.  Ca- 
diz used  to  be  much  visited  by  yellow 
fever — el  vomito  negro — which  was  im- 
ported from  the  Havana. 

There  are  very  few  good  pictures  at 
Cadiz.  The  new  Museo  contains  some 
50  or  60  second-rate  paintings,  hun- 
dreds of  books  and  pictures  having 
been  left  to  rot  on  the  floors  by  the 
authorities ; among  the  best,  or  rather 
the  least  bad,  are,  by  Zurbaran,  the 
Su.  Bruno  — Eight  Monks,  figures 
smaller  than  life,  from  the  Cartuja  of 
Xerez;  two  Angels  ditto.and  six  smaller; 
the  Four  Evangelists,  Sn.  Lorenzo  and 
the  Baptist.  There  is  a Virgen  de  la 
Faja,  a copy  after  Murillo,  by  Tobar; 
a Su.  Agustin,  by  L.  Giordano;  a Sn. 
Miguel  and  Evil  Spirits,  and  the 
Guardian  Angel.  The  pride  of  the 
Gaditanians  is  the  Last  Judgment, 
which,  to  use  the  criticism  of  Salvator 
Rosa  on  Michael  Angelo,  shows  their 
lack  of  that  article,  as  it  is  a poor  pro- 
duction, by  some  feeble  imitator  of 
Nicholas  Poussin. 

Cadiz  is  a garrison  town,  the  see  of 
a bishop  suflragan  to  Seville.  It  has 
a fine  new  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  two 
theatres ; in  the  larger,  El  Principal, 
operas  are  performed  during  the  win- 
ter, and  in  the  smaller,  el  del  Baton, 
Sainetes,  farces,  and  the  national 
Builes  or  dances,  which  never  fail  to 
rouse  the  most  siestose  audience.  As- 
cend the  Torre  de  la  Vigia,  below  lies 
the  smokeless  whitened  city,  with  its 
miradoies  and  azoteas,  its  look-out 
towers  and  flat  roofs,  from  whence 
the  merchants  formerly  signalised  the 
arrival  of  their  galleons.  While 
Madrid  has  not  one,  Cadiz  pos- 
sesses two  cathedrals  near  each  other : 
both  are  second-rate.  The  old  one. 
La  Viejo,  was  built  in  1597,  to  replace 


that  injured  during  the  siege.  Itr 
want  of  dignity  induced  the  city,  is 
1720,  to  commence  a new  one,  La 
Nueva;  plans  were  given  by  Vicente 
Acero,  and  so  bad,  even  for  that  cor- 
rupt Churrigueresque  period,  that  no 
one,  in  spite  of  many  attempts,  has 
been  able  to  correct  them.  The  work 
was  left  unfinished  in  1769,  and  the 
funds,  derived  from  a duty  on  Ame- 
rican produce,  were  regularly  appro- 
priated by  the  commissioners  to  them- 
selves. The  hull  remained,  like  a 
stranded  wreck  on  a quicksand,  in 
which  the  merchants’  property  was  en- 
gulphed,  and  in  1832  it  was  used  as  a 
rope-walk.  It  has  recently  been  com- 
pleted by  the  present  worthy  Bp., 
Domingo  de  Silos  Moreno,  chiefly  at 
his  own  expense  and  to  his  immortal 
honour,  during  a time  of  civil  war  and 
church  sequestrations  elsewhere.  It  is 
a heavy  pile,  with  overcharged  cor- 
nices and  capitals,  and  bran-new  pic- 
tures, detestable  daubs. 

The  sea-ramparts  which  encircle  the 
city,  extending  more  than  four  miles 
round,  are  on  this  side  the  most  re- 
markable ; here  the  rocks  rise  the 
highest,  and  the  battering  of  the  At- 
lantic is  the  greatest,  as  the  waters  gain 
on  the  land ; the  maintenance  of  these 
protections  is  a constant  source  of  ex- 
pense and  anxiety ; here  idlers,  seated 
on  the  high  wall,  dispute  with  flocks 
of  sea-birds  for  the  salmonete,  the  deli- 
cious red  mullet.  Their  long  angling- 
canes  and  patience  are  proverbial — la 
paciencia  de  tin  pescador  de  caua. 

Los  Capuchinos,  or  the  suppressed 
convent  of  Sn.  Francisco,  was  the  head- 
quarters of  Lord  Essex  in  1596.  The 
garden  of  palms  was  matchless,  but 
they,  alas ! have  recently  been  cut 
down  to  make  way  for  a new  plaga  ; 
the  building  was  used  as  a school,  and 
is  now  La  Academia.  Every  one  must 
visit  the  chapel,  as  it  contains  the  last 
work  of  Murillo,  who  fell  here  from 
the  scaffolding,  and  died  in  consequence 
at  Seville.  It  represents  the  marriage 
of  St.  Catherine : portions  were  finished 
from  his  drawings  by  his  pupil  Fro. 
Meneses  Osorio,  who  did  not  venture 
to  touch  what  his  master  had  done  in 
the  first  lay  of  colours,  or  de  primeri 
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mano.  The  smaller  subjects  are  by 
Meneses,  and  the  difference  is  evident. 
Here  also  is  a Sn,  Francisco  receiving 
the  Stigmata,  which  is  the  finest  pic- 
ture in  Cadiz,  and  in  Murillo’s  best 
manner.  These  pictures  were  the 

Sift  of  Juan  Violeto,  a Genoese,  and  a 
evotee  to  St  Catherine ; but  the  chief 
benefactor  of  the  convent  was  a foreign 
Jew,  one  Pierre  Isaac,  who,  to  con- 
ciliate the  Inquisition,  took  the  Virgin 
into  partnership,  and  gave  half  his 
profits  to  her,  or  rather  to  the  con- 
vent. 

Following  the  sea-wall  and  turning 
to  the  right  at  the  Puerto,  de  la  Caleta, 
in  the  distance  the  lighthouse  of  Sn. 
Sebastian  rises  about  172  feet  above 
the  rocky  ledge,  which  proved  the 
barrier  which  saved  Cadiz  from  the 
sea  at  the  Lisbon  earthquake  in  1 755. 
Next  observe  the  huge  yellow  pile,  the 
Casa  de  Misericordia,  built  by  Tor- 
quato Cayon.  This,  one  of  the  best 
conducted  refuges  of  the  poor  in  Spain, 
sometimes  contains  1000  inmates,  of 
which  300  to  400  are  children.  Its 
great  encourager  was  O’Reilly,  who, 
in  1785,  for  a time  suppressed  mendi- 
city in  Cadiz.  The  Doric  order  pre- 
vails in  the  edifice.  The  court-yards, 
the  patios  of  the  interior,  are  noble. 
Here,  Jan.  4,  1813,  a ball  was  given 
by  the  grandees  to  “ the  Duke,”  fresh 
from  his  victory  of  Salamanca,  by 
which  alone  the  siege  of  Cadiz  had 
been  raised,  and  Andalucia  saved. 

Passing  the  artillery  barracks  and 
arsenal,  we  turn  by  the  baluarte  de  \ 
Candelaria  to  the  Alameda.  This 
charming  walk  is  provided  with  trees, 
benches,  fountain,  and  a miserable 
6tatue  of  Hercules  the  founder  of 
Cadiz,  and  whose  effigy,  grappling  with 
two  lions,  the  city  bears  for  arms,  with 
the  motto  “Gadis  fundator  domina- 
torque.”  Every  Spanish  town  has  its 
public  walk,  the  cheap  pleasure  of  all 
classes.  Tomur  el  fresco,  to  take  the 
cool,  is  the  joy  of  these  southern  lati- 
tudes, and  none  but  those  who  have 
lived  in  the  tropics  can  estimate  the 
delight  of  the  sea-breeze  which  springs 
up  after  the  scorching  sun  has  sunk 
beneath  the  western  wave.  This  sun 
and  the  tides  were  the  marvels  of 


Cadiz  in  olden  times,  and  are  descanted 
on,  in  the  classical  handbooks. 

The  prosaic  inarch  of  intellect  has 
settled  many  subjects  of  ancient  cre- 
dulity and  admiration  ; still,  however, 
this  is  the  spot  for  the  modern  phi- 
losopher to  study  the  dark  glancing  de- 
scendants of  those  “ Gaditante,”  who 
turned  more  ancient  heads  than  even 
the  sun.  The  ladies  of  Cadiz,”  the 
theme  of  our  old  ballads,  have  retained 
all  their  former  celebrity;  they  have 
cared  neither  for  time  nor  tide.  Ob- 
serve, therefore,  particularly  in  this 
Alameda,  the  Gaditanian  walk,  El 
piafar,  about  which  every  one  has 
heard  so  much : it  has  been  distin- 
guished by  Mrs.  Homer,  a competent 
judge,  from  the  “ affected  wriggle  of 
the  French  women  and  the  grenadier 
stride  of  the  English,  as  a graceful 
swimming  gait.”  The  charm  is  that 
it  is  natural ; and  in  being  the  true 
unsophisticated  daughters  of  Eve  and 
nature,  the  Spanish  women  have  few 
rivals.  As  el  paso  Castellano  is  the 
boast  of  the  ambling  steeds  of  Spain, 
so  her  pace  is  the  pride  of  the  Gaditana 
or  girl  of  Cadiz.  At  the  same  time  some 
very  nice  and  first-rate  judges  have 
pronounced  her  gracia,  or  elegance, 
to  be  less  distinguished,  menos  Jina , 
than  that  of  the  more  high-bred  Sevil- 
lana.  Her  meneo,  however,  is  con- 
sidered by  grave  antiquarians  to  be  the 
unchanged  crissatura  of  Martial.  By 
the  way  aire  is  the  term  to  be  used  in 
polite  parlance  for  this  undulating, 
serpentine  action ; the  word  meneo  Is 
only  permissible  in  the  mouth  of  a 
Majo. 

Barring  these  living  objects  of  un- 
deniable antiquarian  and  present  in- 
terest, there  is  little  else  to  be  seen  on 
this  Alameda  of  Cadiz.  The  principal 
building,  El  Carmen,  is  of  the  worst 
churriyuerismo : inside  was  buried 

Adm.  Gravina,  who  commanded  the 
Spanish  fleet,  and  received  his  death- 
wound,  at  Trafalgar.  Continuing  to 
the  east  is  the  large  Aduana  or  Custom- 
house, disproportioned  indeed  to.  the 
now  failing  commerce  and  scanty  re- 
venues: here  Ferd.  VII.  was  confined  in 
1823  by  the  constitutionalists.  Thence 
pass  to  the  Puerto  del  Mar,  which  for 
R 3 
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costume,  colonr,  and  grouping  is  the  ! 
spot  for  an  artist.  Here  will  he  seen 
every  variety  of  fish,  and  female  from 
the  mantilliad  Setiora  to  the  brisk  Mu- 
chacha  in  her  gay  panuelo.  The  mar- 
ket is  well  supplied,  and  especially 
with  the  finny  tribe.  The  ichthyophile 
should  examine  the  curious  varieties, 
which  also  struck  the  naturalists  and 
gourmands  of  antiquity  (Strabo,  iii. 
214).  The  fish  of  the  storm-vexed 
Atlantic  is  superior  to  that  of  the  lan- 
guid Mediterranean.  The  best  are  the 
San  Pedro,  or  John  Dory,  our  corrup- 
tion from  the  Italian  Janitore,  so  called 
because  it  is  the  fish  which  the  Porter 
of  Heaven  caught  with  the  tribute- 
money  in  its  mouth;  the  sole,  Len- 
guado ; red  mullet,*  Salmonete  ; prawns, 
Camarones;  grey  mullet,  Baila ; the 
horse-mackerel,  Cavalla;  skait,  /fata; 
scuttle-fish,  Gibia;  a sort  of  tunny, 
Bonito;  whiting,  Pescadilla;  gurnet, 
Rubro;  hake,  Pescada,  and  others  not  to 
be  found  in  English  kitchens  or  diction- 
aries: e.  q.  the  Juvel,  the  Savalo,  and  the 
Mero , which  latter  ranks  among  fish  as 
the  sheep  among  animals,  en  la  tierra 
el  carnero,  en  la  mar  el  mero.  But  I£l 
dorado,  the  lunated  gilt  head,  so  called 
from  its  golden  eyds  and  tints,  if  eaten 
with  Tomata  sauce, 'and  lubricated  with 
golden  sherry,  is  a dish  fit  for  a car- 
dinal. The  dog-fish,  pintarojo,  is  a de- 
licacy of  the  omnivorous  lower  classes. 

In  the  rest  of  Cadiz  there  is  little  to 
be  seen.  The  new  prison  and  un- 
finished Escuela  de  Comerio  are  cited 
by  natives  among  their  lions.  The 
handsome  street,  la  Calle  Anclia,  and  in 
truth  the  only  broad  street,  is  the  lounge 
of  the  city ; here  are  all  the  best  shops ; 
the  casas  consistoriales  may  be  looked 
at.  The  chief  square  is  planted,  and 
provided  with  seats,  and  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Sn.  Antonio,  because  his 
statue  in  1648  came  down  from  its 
pedestal  to  heal  some  sick. 

The  Cortes  of  Cadiz  sat  during  the 
war  of  independence  in  Sn.  Felipe  Neri. 
Their  debates  ended  Sept.  14,  1813: 

* The  red  mullets  are  delicious : the  epi- 
cure must  give  directions  that  the  trail,  las 
tripos,  lie  left  in  them,  which  Spanish  cooks, 
the  worst  in  the  world,  will  otherwise  take 
out. 


many  are  printed  in  1G  vols.,  4to. 
Biario  de  las  Cortes,’  Cadiz,  1811-12. 
This  Spanish  Hansard  is  rare,  Ferd. 
VII.  having  ordered  all  the  copies  to  be 
burnt  by  the  hangman  as  a bonfire  on 
the  first  birth-day  after  his  restoration. 
Whoever  will  open  only  one  volume 
must  admit  that  the  pages  are  the 
greatest  satire  which'any  set  of  misrulers 
ever  published  on  themselves.  The 
best  speech  ever  made  there  was  by  the 
Duke,  who  (admitted  Dec.  30,  1812) 
spoke  after  his  usual  energetic,  straight- 
forward fashion. 

The  members  were  perfectly  insen- 
sible to  the  ludicrous  disproportion  of 
their  inflated  phraseology  with  facts; 
vast  in  promise,  beggarly  in  perform- 
ance, well  might  the  performers  be 
called  Vocales,  for  theirs  was  vox  et 
prseterea  nihil : an  idiot’s  tale,  full  of 
sound  and  fury,  signifying  nothing,  be- 
ing mere  Palabras,  palaver,  or  “ words, 
words,  words,”  as  Hamlet  says ; “ a fine 
volley  of  words  ” instead  of  soldiers ; 
“ a fine  exchequer  of  words  ” instead  of 
cash. 

Now  as  few  things  alter  in  Spain, 
and  none  so  little  as  a junta,  cortes,  or 
goveruing  body  of  any  kind,  hear  the 
oracular  Duke,  who  appears  at  once  to 
have  understood  the  thing  by  the  in- 
stinct of  strong  sense:  “The  leading 
people  among  them  have  invariably 
deceived  the  lower  orders,  and  instead 
of  making  them  acquainted  with  their 
real  situation,  and  calling  upon  them 
to  make  the  exertions  and  the  sacrifices 
which  were  necessary  even  for  their  de- 
fence, they  have  amused  them  with  idle 
stories  of  imaginary  successes,  with 
visionary  plans  of  offensive  operations, 
which  those  who  offer  them  for  consi- 
deration know  they  have  no  means  of 
executing,  and  with  the  hopes  of  driving 
the  French  out  of  the  Peninsula  by 
some  unlooked-for  good  ” (Disp.,  May  11, 
1810).  Again,  “ It  is  extraordinary 
that  the  revolution  in  Spain  should  not 
have  produced  one  man  with  any  know- 
ledge of  the  real  situation  of  his  coun- 
try ; it  really  appears  as  if  they  were  all 
drunk,  thinking  and  talking  of  any  ob- 
jects but  Spain i how  it  is  to  end  God 
knows!”  (Disp.,  Nov.  1,  1812).  This, 
however,  still  is  and  has  long  been  the 
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hard  lot  of  this  ill-feted  country.  The 
ancients  remarked  the  same.  Spain,  says 
Justin  (xliv.  2),  never,  in  a long  series  of 
ages,  produced  one  great  general  except 
Viriatus,  and  he  was  but  a guerrillero, 
like  the  Cid,  Mina,  or  Zumalacarregui. 
The  people,  indeed,  have  honest  hearts 
and  vigorous  arms,  but,  as  in  the  Eastern 
fable,  a head  is  wanting  to  the  body. 
The  many  have  been  sacrificed  to  the 
few,  and  exposed  to  destitution  in  peace 
and  to  misfortune  in  war  by  unworthy 
rulers,  ever  and  only  intent  on  their 
own  selfish  interests,  to  the  injury 
of  their  fatherland  and  countrymen. 
Every  day  confirms  the  truth  of  the 
Duke’s  remark  (Sept.  12,  1812):  “I 
really  believe  that  there  is  not  a man 
in  the  country  who  is  capable  of  com- 
prehending, much  less  of  conducting, 
any  great  concern.” 

- THE  BAY  OF  CADIZ. 

An  excursion  should  be  made  round 
the  Bahia,  with  Antonio  Medina,  the 
boatman  of  the  English  consulate.  This 
beautiful  bay  extends  in  circumference 
some  ten  leagues ; and,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent repetition,  the  coast  towns  will 
now  be  described  through  which  the 
diligences  pass  going  to  Seville. 

The  outer  bay  is  rather  exposed  to 
the  S.W.,  but  the  anchorage  in  the 
inner  portion  is  excellent.  Some  dan- 
gerous rocks  are  scattered  opposite  the 
town,  in  the  direction  of  liota,  and 
are  called  Las  Puercas,  the  Sows — 
XoipdSes ; for  these  porcine  appellations 
are  as  common  in  Spanish  nomencla- 
ture as  among  the  ancients,  and  the 
hog-back  is  not  a bad  simile  for  many 
of  such  rocky  formations.  Rota  lies 
on  the  opposite  (west)  side  of  the  bay, 
and  is  distant  about  five  miles  across. 
Here  the  tent  wine  used  for  our  sacra- 
ments is  made:  the  Spanish  name  is 
tintilla  de  Rota,  from  tinto,  red.  The 
next  point  is  La  PuntiUa,  and  then  that 
defended  by  the  battery  Sa.  Catalina. 

El  Puerto  de  Sa.  Maria,  Port 
St.  Mary,  and  usually  called  el  Puerto, 
the  p>ort  (o-Porto),  is  the  Portus  Me- 
nesthei  (Le  Min  Asta,  Portus  Astas),  a 
Punic  word,  which  the  Greeks,  who,  as 
usual,  caught  at  sound,  not  sense,  con- 
nected with  the  Athenian  Menestheus. 


Inns. — Near  the  landing-place  is  the 
new  and  excellent  Vista  alegre,  which 
to  a cheerful  look-out  unites  cleanness 
and  sundry  English  conveniences  rare 
on  the  continent.  The  Fonda  del  Col- 
mado,  in  spite  of  its  Spanish  title  of 
“overflowing”  comforts,  is  much  less 
good.  Here  the  Guadalete  enters  the 
bay,  but  the  bar  is  dangerous.  There  is 
a constant  communication  with  Cadiz 
by  carriages  which  make  the  land  cir- 
cuit, and  small  steamers  which  go  back- 
wards and  forwards  three  times  a day, 
at  periods  which  vary  according  to  the 
tide,  and  are  duly  stated  in  public  no- 
tices; the  passage  takes  from  half  to 
three-quarters  of  an  hour.  The  Puerto 
is  pleasant  and ^vell  built;  population, 
25,000.  The  river  is  now  crossed  by 
a somewhat  slight  and  slovenly  suspen- 
sion bridge : in  the  Plaza  de  Toros 
was  given  a grand  bullfight  to  the  Duke, 
described  by  Byron.  The  soil  of  the 
environs  is  very  rich,  and  the  water 
so  excellent,  that  Cadiz  is  supplied  with 
it  to  the  cost  of  10,000/.  a-year.  Ancient 
Gades  was  supplied  by  an  aqueduct, 
which  O’Reilly  would  have  restored 
had  he  remained  in  office.  Those  going 
to  Xerez  will  find  good  carriages  at 
Narciso  Milano’s.  A cache  de  colleras  is 
charged  about  eight  dollars  a-day;  four 
dollars  to  Xerez,  and  six  if  there  and 
back  again ; six  dollars  to  San  Lucar, 
and  ten  if  back  again  the  same  day. 
The  price  of  a calesa  varies  from  two 
to  two  and  a half  dollars  pier  day  ; to 
Xerez  one  dollar,  and  if  back  again 
thirty  reals.  A saddle-horse  costs  a 
dollar  a-day.  Borricos,  donkeys,  are 
to  be  hired  of  Manuel  Arriza.  Juan 
Antonio  Leyes  is  a good  calesero.  These 
sorts  of  prices  may  be  taken  approxima- 
tively  as  prevailing  in  Spain. 

The  Puerto  is  one  of  the  three  great 
towns  of  wine  export,  and  vies  with 
Xerez  and  San  Lucar.  The  principal 
houses  are  French  and  English.  The 
vicinity  to  Cadiz,  the  centre  of  ex- 
change, is  favourable  to  business.  The 
road  to  Xerez  is  convenient  for  convey- 
ing down  the  wines,  which  are  apt  to 
be  staved  in  the  water-carriage  of  the 
Guadalete.  Among  the  best  houses 
may  be  named  the  celebrated  firm  of 
Duff  Gordon,  and  24,  Crutched  Friars, 
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whose  Amontillado  is  matchless,  Mous- 
ley,  Oldham,  Burdon  and  Gray,  Pico, 
Mora,  Heald,  Gorman  and  Co.  The 
bodegas  or  wine  stores  deserve  a visit, 
although  those  of  Xerez  are  on  a 
grander  scale.  The  town  is  vinous 
and  uninteresting : the  houses  resemble 
those  of  Cadiz : the  best  street  is  the 
Ce.  Larga  ; the  prettiest  alumeda  is  la 
Victoria.  Here  Ferd.  VII.  landed, 
Sept.  1,  1823,  when  delivered  from  the 
Constitutionalists  by  the  French,  and 
forthwith  proceeded  to  violate  every 
solemn  pledge  to  friend  and  foe. 
Here,  July  30,  1843,  Baldomero  Es- 
partero,  the  Regent  Duke  of  Victory, 
concluded  his  career  by  taking  refuge 
on  board  the  Malabar. 

The  bay  now  shelves  in  to  Caheznela, 
and  narrows  into  the  inner  division ; 
the  mouth  is  defended  by  the  cross-fires 
of  the  forts  Matagorda  and  Puntales. 
At  the  latter  Lord  Essex  lauded  in  1596 
and  did  take  Cadiz ; from  the  former 
Victor  bombarded  the  town,  which  he 
did  not  take.  Now  row  up  the  Troca- 
dero,  which  divides  an  islet  from  the 
main  land,  where  a new  dry  dock  has 
recently  been  opened.  Here  are  the 
ruins  of  Fort  Sn.  Luis,  once  a flourish- 
ing place,  but  ruined  by  Victor,  an 
enemy,  in  1812,  and  annihilated  by 
AngoulSm.*,  an  ally,  in  1823.  Of  this 
day  of  the  Trocadero,  the  glory  of  the 
Restoration,  even  Messieurs  Bory  de 
St.  Vincent  and  Laborde  are  ashamed. 
The  French,  led  by  the  ardent  and 
aquatic  Gen.  Goujon,  passed  through 
four  and  a half  feet  of  water.  “ Les 
coustitutionuels  prirent  alors  la  fuite.” 
The  assailauts,  “ sans  avoir  perdu  un 
seul  homme,”  carried  the  strong  fort, 
“sans  effusion  de  sang.”  Matagorda 
was  dismantled  by  Victor;  a few 
fragments  may  be  seen  at  very  low 
water. 

At  the  head  of  the  Trocadero,  and  on 
an  inner  bay,  is  Puerto  Real,  founded  iu 
1488  by  Isabella.  It  is  a tiresome  place 
of  parallel  and  rectangular  streets,  popu- 
lation ahout  5000,  is  poor  and  fishy.  It 
was  the  head-quarters  of  Marshal  Vic- 
tor, who,  by  way  of  leaving  a Buoua- 
partist  souvenir,  destroyed  900  houses. 
Opposite  is  the  river  or  canal  Santi  or 
Saudi  Petri  (the  Sancto  Petroof  olden 


chronicles),  which  divides  the  Isla  from 
the  main  land.  On  the  land  bank  is 
La  Carraca.  one  of  the  chief  naval 
arsenals  of  Spain.  This  was  the  sta- 
tion of  the  Carracas,  the  carracks,  gal- 
leons, or  heavy  ships  of  burden : a word 
derived  from  the  low  Latin  carricare, 
to  load,  quasi  sea-carts.  The  Normans 
invaded  these  coasts  of  Spain  in  huge 
vessels  called  karakir.  This  town,  with 
the  opposite  one  of  Sn.  Carlos,  was 
founded  by  Charles  III.  to  be  the 
Portsmouth  and  Woolwich  of  his  king- 
dom. Previously  to  the  Bourbon  ac- 
cession, Spain  obtained  her  navies, 
ready  equipped,  from  Flanders.  Urged 
on  by  France,  and  the  tool  of  the 
family  compact,  she  warred  with  Eng- 
land ; and  now  La  Carraca,  like  El 
Ferrol  and  Cartagena,  tells  the  result 
of  quarrelling  with  her  natural  friend. 
They  are  emblems  of  Spain,  fallen, 
alas ! from  her  pride  of  place,  and  by 
friendship  of  France.  Every  thing 
speaks  of  a past  magnificence.  A pre- 
sent silence  and  abomination  of  plague- 
like desolation  contrast  with  the  former 
bustle  of  this  once-crowded  dockyard, 
where  were  floated  those  noble  three- 
deckers,  Nelson’s  “ old  acquaintances.” 
The  navy  of  Spain  in  1789  consisted  of 
seventy-six  line-of- battle  ships  and  fifty- 
two  frigates ; now  it  is  reduced  to  some 
three  of  the  former,  two  of  which  are 
unserviceable,  and  to  a few  frigates, 
most  of  which  are  disarmed.  A gang  of 
miserable  artisans,  hungry  ill-paid  offi- 
cials, gaunt  miscreant  galley-slaves, 
loiter  in  a stagnation  of  pay  amid  the 
out-of-repair  buildings,  which,  however, 
are  capital  hides  for  hawks  and  rabbits. 
Whatever  escaped  the  French,  was 
seized  by  the  Constitutionalists,  and 
sold  to  the  Jews  of  Gibraltar.  Non- 
commercial Spain— Catalonia  excepted 
— never  was  really  b.  naval  power.  The 
Arab  and  Berber  repugnance  to  the 
sea,  and  the  confinement  of  the  ship, 
still  marks  the  Spaniard ; and  now  the 
loss  of  her  colonies  has  rendered  it 
impossible  for  Spain  to  have  a navy, 
which  even  Charles  III.  in  vain  at- 
tempted to  force,  although  Mons.  Gau- 
tier was  his  shipwright. 

In  this  part  of  the  bay  Mago  moored 
his  fleet,  and  Caesar  his  long  galleys ; 
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here  lay  the  “twelve  apostles,”  the 
treasure-galleons  taken  by  Essex;  here 
Drake,  in  April,  1587,  with  30  small 
ships  destroyed  more  than  100  French 
and  Spanish  “ big  braggarts,”  singeing, 
as  he  said,  “ the  King  of  Spain’s  whis- 
kers here  were  collected  in  after  times 
the  forty  sail  of  the  line  prepared  to 
invade  and  conquer  England — St  Vin- 
cent and  Trafalgar  settled  that ; here, 
in  June,  1808,  five  French  ships  of  the 
line,  runaways  from  Trafalgar  under 
Mons.  Kosilly,  surrendered  nominally 
to  the  Spaniards,  but  Collingwood,  by 
blockading  Cadiz,  had  rendered  escape 
impossible. 

The  Sand  Petri  river  is  very  deep, 
and  is  defended  at  its  mouth  by  a rock- 
built  castle,  the  water  key  of  La  Isla. 
It  is  the  site  of  the  celebrated  temple  of 
Hercules ; and  was  called  by  the  Moors 
“ The  district  of  idols.”  Those  remains 
which  the  sea  had  spared  were  used  up 
by  the  Spaniards  as  a quarry.  Part  of 
.the  foundations  were  seen  in  1755,  when 
the  waters  retired  during  the  earthquake. 
For  the  rites  of  this  pagan  convent,  see 
our  paper  in  the  Quar.  Rev.  cxxvi. 
283.  The  river  is  crossed  by  the  Puente 
de  Zuazo ; so  called  from  the  alcaide 
Juan  Sanchez  de  Zuazo,  who  restored  it 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  It  is  of  Roman 
foundation,  and  was  constructed  by 
Balbus  as  a bridge  and  an  aqueduct. 
The  water  was  brought  to  Cadiz  from 
Tempul,  near  Xerez,  but  both  were  de- 
stroyed in  1262  by  the  Moors.  The 
tower  was  built  by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  who 
had  better  have  restored  the  aqueduct. 
This  bridge  was  the  pons  asinorum  of 
the  French,  which  the  English  never 
suffered  them  to  cross.  Here  Marshal 
Victor  set  up  his  batteries,  having  in- 
vented a new  mortar  capable  of  throw- 
ing shells  even  into  Cadiz. 

The  defeat,  by  the  Duke,  of  Marmont 
at  Salamanca  recoiled  on  Victor — abiit, 
excessit,  evasit,  erupit.  Now  the  French 
failure  is  explained  away  bv  the  old 
story,  “ inferior  numbers.”  'fhe  allies, 
according  to  Mons.  Belmas  (i.  138), 
amounted  to  30,000,  of  which  8000 
were  English  “ men  in  buckram,” 
“ Victor  aj  ant  a peine  20,000.” 

The  traveller  may  get  out  at  the 
bridge  and  return  by  land  through  La 


Isla  de  Leon,  so  called  because  granted 
in  1459  to  the  Ponce  de  Leon  family, 
but  resumed  again  by  the  crown  in 
1484.  This  island  was  the  Erythraea, 
Aphrodisia,  Cotinusa,  Tartessus,  of  the 
uncertain  geography  of  the  ancients. 
Here  Geryon  { Ttpuiv,  a fine  old  fellow) 
fed  those  fat  kine  which  Hercules  stole ; 
and  his  descendant  the  Giron  (Duque 
de  Osuna)  is  still  the  great  Lord  of 
Andalucia;  but  the  breed  of  cattle  is 
extinct,  for  Baetican  beef,  or  rather 
vaca,  cow,  is  now  of  the  leanest  kine. 

Sn.  Fernando,  the  capital  of  the  Isla, 
is  a straggling  decaying  town,  but  gay- 
looking with  its  fantastic  lattices  and 
house-tops,  and  the  sun  gilds  the  poverty 
of  Spain ; population  18,000.  The 
Calles  Real  and  del  Rosario  are  hand- 
some. Here  the  Junta  first  halted  in 
their  flight,  and  spouted  (Sept.  24, 1810) 
against  the  French  cannon.  Salt,  the 
staple,  is  made  in  the  salinas  and  the 
marshes  below,  where  the  conical  piles 
glisten  like  the  white  ghosts  of  the 
British  tents,  when  our  red  jackets 
were  quartered  here.  The  salt-pans 
have  all  religious  names,  like  the  wine- 
cellars  of  Xerez,  or  the  mine-shafts  of 
Almaden,  e.  g.  El  dulce  nombre  de  Jesus, 
8cc.  In  these  marshes  breed  innumer- 
able small  crabs,  cajigrejos,  whose  fore- 
claws are  tit-bits  for  the  Andaluz  ich- 
thyophile,  and  are  called  bocas  de  la 
Isla.  They  are  most  cruelly  torn  off 
from  the  living  animal,  who  is  then 
turned  adrift,  in  order  that  the  claws 
may  grow  again  for  a new  operation. 
It  was  at  No.  38,  just  below  the  Plaza, 
that  General  Riego  lodged.  Here  he 
proclaimed  the  “constitution”  in  1820. 
The  secret  of  this  patriotism  was  a dis- 
like in  the  ill-supplied  semi-Berber 
army  to  embark  in  the  South  Ameri- 
can expedition  with  which  Ferdinand 
hoped  to  reinforce  Morillo. 

Passing  the  Torregorda,  the  busy, 
dusty,  crowded,  narrow  road  La  Cal- 
zada  is  carried  along  the  isthmus  to 
Cadiz.  It  is  still  called  el  camino  de 
Ercoles,  and  runs  where  ran  the  via 
Heraclea  of  the  Romans,  which  led  to 
his  temple:  nor  is  the  present  road 
more  Spanish,  since  it  was  planned  in 
1785  by  O’Reilly,  an  Irishman,  and 
executed  by  Du  Bouriel,  a Frenchman. 
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A magnificent  outwork,  Za  Carta- 
dura , cuts  the  isthmus,  which,  supposing 
there  were  guns  aud  men,  it  would  de- 
fend. Now  Cadiz  is  approached  amid 
heaps  of  filth,  which  replace  the  plea- 
sant gardens  demolished,  during  the 
war.  To  the  left  of  the  land-gate,  be- 
tween the  Aguada  and  San  Jose,  is  the 
English  burial-ground,  acquired  and 
planted  by  Sir  John  Brackenbury, 
father  of  the  present  consul,  for  the 
bodies  of  poor  heretics,  who  formerly 
were  buried  in  the  sea-sands  beyond 
high-watermark.  Now  there  is  “snug 
lying  ” here,  which  is  a comfort  to  all 
Protestants  who  contemplate  dying  at 
Cadiz,  and  are  curious  about  Christian 
burial. 

Cadiz  is  soon  entered  by  the  land- 
gate,  the  Puerta  de  Tierra.  The  walls 
and  defences  are  sadly  dilapidated,  and 
might  be  taken  by  a bold  boat’s  crew. 
The  grand  secret  in  any  warfare  against 
Spanish  fleets,  forts,  or  armies,  is  to  at- 
tack them  instantly,  as  they  never  will 
be  prepared  with  the  sinews  of  war. 

Cadiz  is  a good  point  of  departure. 
Vessels  sail  regularly  for  the  Havana ; 
steamers  proceed  to  England  and 
Egypt,  to  Portugal  and  the  Basque  pro- 
vinces and  France  ; to  Gibraltar,  V a- 
lencia,  and  Marseilles.  Others  navigate 
the  Guadalquivir  up  to  Seville ; while 
diligences  run  by  land  to  Xerez  and  on 
to  Madrid.  The  days  and  hours  of  de- 
parture will  be  seen  placarded  on  every 
wall  and  are  known  at  every  inn. 

ROUTE  2. — CADIZ  TO  GIBRALTAR,  BY 
LOS  BARRIOS  AND  TARIFA. 


Miles. 


Chiclana 

. . 13 

Va.  <le  Vejer  .... 

. . 16  .. 

29 

Va.  TaibiUa  .... 

. . 14  .. 

43 

Va.  Ojen 

. . 11  .. 

04 

Los  lUrrios 

. . 9 .. 

63 

Gibraltar 

. . 12  .. 

70 

The  safest  and  most  expeditious  mode 
is  to  go  by  steam,  and  the  passage 
through  the  straits  is  splendid.  The 
ride  by  land,  for  there  is  no  carriage 
road  the  greater  part  of  the  way,  has 
been  accomplished  by  commercial  mes- 
sengers in  lti  hours.  Taking  that  route 
the  better  plan  is  to  leave  Cadiz  in  the 
afternoon,  sleep  at  Chiclana  the  first 
night,  and  the  second  at  Tarifa,  Those 


who  divide  the  journey  into  two  days, 
and  halt  first  at  Vejer,  will  ouly  find  a 
Venta  of  most  wretched  accommoda- 
tions ; from  hence  there  are  two  routes, 
which  we  give  approximatively  in  miles 
— and  such  miles ! The  first  route  is  the 
shortest.  At  the  Va.  de  Ojen  the  road 
branches,  aud  a track  leads  to  Alge- 
ciras,  10  miles.  The  direct  line,  and 
that  taken  by  expresses  sent  from  Cadiz 
to  Gibraltar,  is  a wild,  dangerous  ride, 
especially  at  the  Trocha  pass,  which  is 
infested  with  smugglers  and  charcoal- 
burners,  who  occasionally  become  ra- 
teros  aud  robbers.  At  all  events,  “ at- 
tend to  the  proveud,”  fill  the  bota  with 
wine,  and  the  basket  with  prog.  The 
best  route  by  far  is — 


Miles. 

Chiclana  .... 

. . . 13 

Va.  de  Vejer  . . 

. . .16  . . 

29 

Va.  TaibiUa  . . 

...  14  .. 

43 

Tarifa 

...  16  .. 

59 

Algeciras  .... 

...  12  .. 

71 

Gibraltar  ...» 

...  9 . . 

80 

Leaving  Cadiz  by  the  Pa.  de  Tierra » 
we  ride  along  the  causeway  of  Hercules, 
passing  the  Cortadura  and  San  Fer- 
nando, and  quit  the  Isla  at  the  bridge 
of  Zuazo,  already  described.  Chiclana 
is  the  landing,  not  watering,  place  of 
the  Cadiz  merchants,  who,  weary  of 
their  sea-prison,  come  here  to  enjoy 
the  terra  firma:  yet,  with  all  its  gar- 
dens, it  is  a nasty  place  and  full  of  foul 
open  drains.  It  is,  however,  much  re- 
commended by  the  faculty,  who  pre- 
scribe bathing  here,  ass’s  milk,  and  a 
broth  made  of  a long  harmless  snake, 
which  abounds  near  Barrosa,  and  does 
honour  to  Esculapius.  (See  ‘ Gather- 
ings.’) 

From  the  hill  of  Santa  Ana  is  a good 
panorama;  3 L.  off,  sparkling,  like  a 
pearl  set  in  gold,  on  a hill  where  it 
cannot  be  hid,  is  Medina  Sidonia,  Me- 
dinatu-Shidunah,  the  city  of  Sidon, 
thought  by  some  to  be  the  site  of  the 
Phoenician  Asidon,  which  others  place 
near  Alcala  de  Gazules : it  is  not  worth 
visiting,  being  a whitened  sepulchre 
full  of  decay.  It  gives  the  ducal  title 
to  the  descendants  of  Guzman  el  Bueno, 
to  whom  all  lands  lying  between  the 
Guadalete  and  Guadairo  were  granted 
for  his  defence  of  Tarifa.  The  city 
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was  one  of  the  strongholds  of  the  family. 
Here  tHe  fascinating  Leonora  dc  Guz- 
man, mistress  of  the  chivalrous  Alonso 
XI.,  and  mother  of  Henry  of  Trasta- 
mara,  fled  from  the  vengeance  of 
Alonso's  widow  and  her  cruel  son  Don 
Pedro.  Here  again  Don  Pedro,  in 
1361,  imprisoned  and  put  to  death  his 
ill-fated  wife  Blanche  of  Bourbon.  She 
is  the  .Mary  Stuart  of  Spanish  ballads — 
beautiful,  and,  like  her,  of  suspected 
chastity : her  cruel  execution  cost  Pe- 
dro his  life  and  crown,  as  it  furnished 
to  France  an  ostensible  reason  for  in- 
vading Spain,  and  placing  the  anti- 
English  Henry  of  Trastamara  on  the 
throne. 

Leaving  Chiclana,  the  track  soon 
enters  into  wild  aromatic  pine-clad 
solitudes : to  the  r.  rises  the  glorious 
knoll  of  Barrosa.  When  Soult,  in 
1811,  left  Seville  to  relieve  Badajoz,  an 
opportunity  was  offered,  by  attacking 
Victor  in  the  flank,  of  raising  the  siege 
of  Cadiz.  Nothing  could  be  worse 
executed:  in  February  the  expedition, 
consisting  of  11,200  Spaniards,  4300 
English  and  Portuguese,  and  800 
cavalry,  were  landed  at  the  distant 
Tarifa,  when  La  Pena,  instead  of  rest- 
ing at  Conil,  brought  the  English  to 
the  ground  after  twenty-four  hours  of 
intense  toil  and  starvation.  Graham, 
contrary  to  his  orders,  had,  in  an  evil 
moment,  ceded  the  command  to  this 
fool  and  coward,  who,  on  arriving 
near  the  enemy,  skulked  away  towards 
the  Santi  Petri,  only  anxious  to  secure 
a retreat,  and  then,  without  assigning 
any  reason,  ordered  Graham  to  descend 
from  the  Sierra  del  Puerco,  the  real 
key,  to  the  Torre  Bermeja,  distant 
nearly  a league.  The  French,  who 
saw  the  fatal  error,  made  a splendid 
rush  for  this  important  height:  but 
the  gallant  Grsrae,  although  left  alone 
in  the  plain  with  his  feeble,  starving 
band,  and  scarcely  having  time  to  form 
his  lines,  the  rear  rank  fighting  in 
front,  instantly  defied  the  united  bri- 
gades of  Ruffin  and  Laval,  commanded 
by  Victor  in  person,  and  riddled  the 
head  of  their  columns  with  a deadly 
fire,  and  then  charged  with  the  bayonet 
in  the  “ old  style:”  an  hour  and  a half 
settled  the  affair  by  a “sauve  qui 


peut.”  Meanwhile,  as  Napier  truly 
says,  “ No  stroke  in  aid  of  the  British 
was  struck  by  a Spanish  sabre  that 
day.” 

Graham  remained  master  of  the 
field.  Then,  had  La  Pena,  who  had 
thousands  of  fresh  troops,  but  moved 
one  step,  Barrosa  would  have  been 
contemporaneous  with  Torres  Vedras. 
Victor,  when  he  saw  that  he  was  not 
followed,  recovered  from  his  panic, 
and  indited  a bulletin,  “ how  he  had 
beaten  back  8000  Englishmen.”  Now- 
adays our  lively  neighbours  claim  a 
more  complete  victory,  and,  entering 
into  details,  relate  how  Graham's 
triple  line,  “ with  3000  men  in  each,” 
was  culbutt  by  the  French,  who  were 
“ un  cont^e  deux,”  and  that  “ the  loss 
of  the  eagles  was  solely  owing  to  the 
accidental  death  of  the  ensigns.’’ 

Now  as  to  the  real  truth  of  this  en- 
gagement at  Barrosa,  what  says  the 
Duke  (Disp.,  March  25,  1811),  to  whom 
Graham  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
apologise  for  the  rashness  of  attacking 
with  his  handful  two  entire  French 
divisions  ? — “ I congratulate  you  and 
your  brave  troops  on  the  signal  victory 
which  you  gained  on  the  5th ; I have 
no  doubt  whatever  that  their  success 
would  have  had  the  effect  of  raising 
the  siege  of  Cadiz,  if  the  Spanish 
troops  had  made  any  effort  to  assist 
them.” 

La  Pena,  once  safe  in  Cadiz,  claimed 
the  victory  as  his ; and  now  the  Eng- 
lish are  either  pot  mentioned  at  all 
by  Spanish  historians,  or  the  ultimate 
failure  of  the  expedition  is  ascribed  to 
our  retreat ! La  Pena  was  decorated 
with  the  star  of  Carlos  III.;  and 
Ferd.  VII.,  in  1815,  created  a new 
order  for  this  brilliant  Spanish  victory. 

The  Cortes  propounded  to  Graham 
a grandeeship,  as  a sop,  which  he 
scornfully  refused.  The  title  proposed, 
Duque  del  Cierro  del  Puerco  (Duke 
of  Pig’s-hill),  was  more  euphonious 
among  bacon-loving  Spaniards  than 
ourselves. 

Victor’s  repulse  could  not  be  con- 
cealed from  the  military  sagacity  of 
Buonaparte,  who  attributed  the  defeat 
to  Sebastiani  (Belm.  i.  518,  25),  who, 
influenced  by  jealousy  of  his  colleague. 


16 


ROUTE  2. BARBOSA.— TRAFALGAR.  Sect.  II. 


confined  himself  to  advancing  to  San 
Roque,  where  he  remained  pillaging. 

Barrosa  was  anoiher  of  the  many  in- 
stances of  the  failures  which  the  dis- 
union of  Buonaparte’s  generals  entailed 
on  their  arms.  These  rivals  never 
would  act  cordially  together : as  the 
Duke  observed  when  enclosing  an  in- 
tercepted letter  from  Marmont  to  Foy, 
“ This  shows  how  these  gentry  are 
going  on ; in  fact,  each  marshal  is  the 
natural  enemy  of  the  king  (Joseph) 
and  of  his  neighbouring  marshal  ” 
(Disp.,  Nov.  13,  1811). 

The  ride  from  Barrosa  to  Tarifa 
passes  over  uncultivated,  unpeopled 
wastes.  The  country  remains  as  it 
was  left  after  the  discomfiture  of  the 
Moor,  or  as  if  man  had  not  yet  been 
created.  To  the  r.  is  Conil,  3 L.  from 
Chiclana,  and  2 L.  from  Cape  Trafal- 
gar. It  was  built  by  Guzman  el  Bueno, 
and  was  famous  for  its  tunny  fisheries : 
May  and  June  are  the  months  when 
the  fish  return  into  the  Atlantic  from 
the  Mediterranean.  The  almadraba, 
or  catching,  and  a most  Arabic  affair  it 
is,  as  the  name,  implies,  used  to  be  a sea- 
son of  festivity.  Formerly  70,000  were 
taken,  now  scarcely  4000  ; the  Lisbon 
earthquake  of  1755  having  thrown  up 
sands  on  the  coast,  by  which  the  fish 
are  driven  into  deeper  water:  still, 
however,  many  hundreds  are  often 
caught  in  a day  : thus,  June  1,  1846, 
469  were  taken  in  one  haul,  and  sold 
for  156  reals  each.  The.  “ atun  esca- 
bechado,"  or  pickled  tunny,  is  the  rapi- 
X«ot,  the  “ Salsamenta,”  with  which 
and  dancing  girls  Gades  supplied  the 
Homan  epicures  and  amateurs.  Ar- 
chestratus,  who  made  a gastronomic 
tour,  thought  the  under  fillet  to  be  the 
incarnation  of  the  immortal  gods. 
Near  Conil  much  sulphur  is  found. 

The  long,  low,  sandy  lines  of  Tra- 
falgar (Promontorium  Junonis,  hence- 
forward Nelsonis)  now  stretch  towards 
Tarifa  j the  Arabic  name,  Taraf-al- 
ghar,  signifies  the  promontory  of  the 
cave.  This  cape  bore  aliout  8 miles 
N.E.  on  those  hallowed  waters  where 
Nelson  sealed  with  his  life-blood  the 
empire  of  the  sea.  Trafalgar!  Is 
not  the  name  enough,  although  Buona- 
parte’s bulletins  were  silent,  to  animate 


every  English  sailor  to  do  his  duty  to 
the  end  of  the  creation  ? 

The  country  now  becomes  most 
lonely,  unpeopled,  and  uncultivated, 
and  presents  a true  picture  of  a Spanish 
dehesa  y desp/Mailo.  The  rich  soil, 
under  a vivifying  sun,  is  given  up  to 
the  wild  plant  and  insect:  earth  and 
air  teem  with  life.  There  is  a melan- 
choly grandeur  in  these  solitudes, 
where  Nature  is  busy  at  her  mighty 
work  of  creation,  heedless  of  the  ab- 
sence or  presence  of  the  larger  insect 
man.  Vejer — Bekkeh — is  a true  spe- 

cimen of  a Moorish  town,  scrambling 
up  a precipitous  emiuenc%  The  mise- 
rable venta  lies  below,  near  the  bridge 
over  the  Barbate.  Here  Quesada,  in 
March,  18SI,  put  down  an  abortive  in- 
surrection. Six  hundred  soldiers  had 
been  gained  over  at  Cadiz  by  the 
emissaries  of  Torrijos.  The  loss  in 
the  whole  contest,  on  which  for  the 
moment  the  mouarchy  hung,  was  one 
killed,  two  wounded,  and  two  bruised. 

A mile  inland  is  the  Ijiguna  dc 
Janda.  Near  this  lake,  Taric,  land- 
ing from  Africa,  April  30,  711,  en- 
countered Roderick,  the  last  of  the 
Goths.  Here  the  action  commenced, 
July  19,  which  was  decided  July  26, 
on  the  Guadalete,  near  Xerez.  This 
one  battle  gave  Spain  to  the  Moslem  ; 
the  secret  of  whose  easy  conquest  lay 
in  the  civil  dissensions  among  the 
Goths,  and  the  aid  the  invaders  ob- 
tained from  the  Jews,  who  were  per- 
secuted by  the  Gothic  clergy. 

At  the  Va.  de  Taibilla  the  track 
branches ; that  to  the  1.  leads  to  the 
TYocha ; while  a picturesque  gorge  to 
the  r.,  studded  with  fragments  of 
former  Moorish  bridges  and  cause- 
ways, leads  to  the  sea-shore.  At  the 
tower  La  Pena  del  Ciervo,  the  Highar 
Eggel  of  the  Moors,  the  magnificent 
African  coast  opens.  And  here  let  the 
wearied  traveller  repose  a moment  and 
gaze  on  the  magnificent  pauorama. 

It  is  geologically  certain  that  the 
two  continents  were  once  united.  Her- 
cules (t.  e.  the  Pheeniciansl  is  said  to 
have  cut  a canal  between  them,  as  is 
1 now  contemplated  at  the  isthmus  of 
Panama.  The  Moors  had  a tradition 
that  this  was  the  work  of  Alexander 
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the  Great  (Ishkhander),  and  that  he 
built  a bridge  across  the  opening:  it 
was  then  very  narrow,  and  has  gra- 
dually widened  until  all  further  in- 
crease is  stopped  by  the  high  lands  on 
each  side.  On  these  matters  consult 
Pliny,  4 N.  H.'  iii.  3,  and  the  authori- 
ties cited  in  our  paper,  Quar.  Rev. 
cxxvi.  293. 

The  Moors  called  this  Estrecho, 
Bahr-z-zohak — i.  e.  the  narrow  sea  ; 
the  Mediterranean  they  termed  Bahr-eZ- 
abiad,  the  white  sea ; the  length  of  the 
straits  from  Cape  Spartel  to  Ceuta  in 
Africa,  and  from  Trafalgar  to  Europa 
Point  in  Spain,  is  about  12  L.  The 
W.  entrance  is  about  8 L.  across,  the 
E.  about  5 L. ; the  narrowest  point  is 
at  Tarifa,  being  about  12  m.  across. 
A constant  current  sets  in  from  the 
Atlantic  at  the  rate  of  2^  miles  per 
hour,  and  is  perceptible  150  miles 
down  to  the  Cabo  de  Gata : hence  it  is 
scarcely  possible  to  beat  out  in  a N.W. 
wind.  Some  have  supposed  the  ex- 
istence of  an  under-current,  to  relieve 
the  Mediterranean  from  this  accession 
of  water,  in  addition  to  all  the  rivers 
from  the  Ebro  to  the  Nile.  Dr.  Halley, 
however,  has  calculated  that  the  quan- 
tity evaporated  and  licked  up  by  the 
sun  is  greater  than  the  supply,  and 
certainly  the  Mediterranean  has  re- 
ceded on  the  FI.  coast  of  the  Peninsula. 

Between  La  Pena  del  Ciervo  and 
Tarifa  lies  a plain  often  steeped  in 
blood,  aud  now  watered  by  the  brackish 
Salado.  Here  Walia,  in  417,  defeated 
the  Vandali  Silingi  aud  drove  them 
into  Africa;  here  the  chivalrous 
Alonso  XI.  (Oct.  28,  1340)  overthrew 
the  united  forces  of  Yusuf  I.,  Abu-1- 
hajaj,  King  of  Granada,  and  of  Abu- 
1-hassan,  King  of  Fez,  who  made  a 
desperate  and  last  attempt  to  re-invade 
and  re-conquer  Spain.  This  victory 
paved  the  way  for  the  final  triumph  of 
the  Cross,  as  the  Moore  never  re- 
covered the  blow.  The  accounts  of  an 
eye-witness  are  worthy  of  Froissart 
(see  Chron.  de  Alonso  XI.,  ch.  248, 
254).  Cannon,  made  at  Damascus, 
were  used  here,  for  the  first  time  in 
Europe,  as  is  said  by  Conde,  iii.  133. 
According  to  Mariana  (xvi.  7)  25,000 
Spanish  infantry  and  14,000  horse  de- 


feated 400,000  Moors  and  70,000  ca- 
valry. The  Christians  only  lost  20 
men,  the  infidels  200,000.  Such  bul- 
letins, however,  deserve  no  more  credit 
than  those  of  Livy  or  Buonaparte’s 
“ military  romances.”  These  multi- 
tudes could  never  have  been  packed 
away  in  such  a limited  space,  much 
less  fed. 

Tarifa  is  the  most  Moorish  town  of 
Andalucia — that  Berber  in  Cristiana. 
The  posada,  or  poor  cafe",  is  very  in- 
different. This  ancient  Punic  city  was 
called  Josa,  which  Bochart  (Can.  i. 
477)  translates  the  “ Passage:”  an  ap- 
propriate name  for  this,  the  narrowest 
point  of  the  straits : the  Romans  re- 
tained this  signification  in  their  Julia 
Traducta : the  Moors  called  it  after 
Tarif  Ibu  Malik,  a Berber  chief,  the  first 
to  land  in  Spain,  and  who  was,  as  Gay- 
angos  shows,  quite  a distinct  person 
from  Taric.  Tarifa  bears  for  arms  its 
castle  on  waves,  with  a key  at  the  win- 
dow ; and  the  motto,  “ Sed  fuertes  en 
la  gnerra,”  be  gallant  in  fight.  Like 
Calais,  it  was  once  a frontier  key  of 
great  importance.  Sancho  el  Bravo 
took  it  in  1292.  Alonso  Perez  de 
Guzman,  when  all  others  declined, 
offered  to  hold  this  post  of  danger  for 
a year.  The  Moors  beleaguered  it, 
aided  by  the  Infante  Juan,  a traitor 
brother  of  Sanclio’s,  to  whom  Alonso’s 
eldest  son,  aged  9,  hud  been  entrusted 
previously  as  a page.  Juan  now 
brought  the  boy  under  the  walls,  and 
threatened  to  kill  him  if  his  father 
would  not  surrender.  Alonso  drew  his 
dagger  and  threw  it  down,  exclaiming, 
“ 1 prefer  honour  without  a son,  to  a 
son  with  dishonour.”  He  retired,  and 
the  Prince  caused  the  child  to  be  put 
to  death.  A cry  of  horror  ran  through 
the  Spanish  battlements  : Alonso  rushed 
forth,  beheld  his  son’s  body,  and  re- 
turning to  his  childless  mother,  calmly 
observed.  “ I feared  that  the  infidel 
had  gained  the  city.”  The  King 
likened  him  to  Abraham,  from  this 
parental  sacrifice,  and  honoured  him 
with  the  “ canting  ” name  “ El  Bueno," 
The  Good  ( Guzman , Gutman,  Good- 
man). He  became  the  founder  of  the 
princely  Dukes  of  Medina  Sidonia, 
now  merged  by  marriage  in  the  Vil- 
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lafrancas.  Here  read  the  recording 
ballads  in  Duran,  v.  203. 

Tarifa  is  nearly  quadrangular  ; popu- 
lation about  12,000:  the  streets  are 
narrow  and  tortuous;  it  is  enclosed 
by  its  Moorish  walls.  The  Alameda 
runs  under  the  S.  rauge  between  the 
town  and  the  sea : the  Alcazar,  a ge- 
nuine Moorish  castle,  lies  to  the  E., 
just  within  the  walls,  and  is  now  the 
abode  of  galley-slaves.  The  window 
from  whence  Guzman  threw  the  dagger  j 
lias  been  bricked  up,  but  may  be  known 
by  its  border  of  azulejos ; the  site  of 
the  child's  murder  is  marked  by  a 
more  modem  tower — La  Torre  de  Guz- 
man. The  “ Lions  ” of  Tarifa  are 
the  women,  or  las  Tarif etuis,  who  are 
proverbial  for  gracia  y meneo.  They 
continue  to  wear  the  mantilla  in  the 
Oriental  fashion,  concealing  all  the 
face  but  one  eye ; that,  it  is  true,  is 
generally  a piercer.  Next  in  dan- 
ger to  these  tapadas  were  the  bulls, 
which  used  to  be  let  loose  in  the 
streets,  to  the  delight  of  the  people 
at  the  windows,  and  horror  of  those 
who  met  the  uncivil  quadruped  in  the 
narrow  lanes. 

The  crumbling  walls  of  Tarifa  might 
be  battered  with  its  oranges,  which,  al- 
though the  smallest,  are  beyond  com- 
parison the  sweetest  in  Spain,  but  de- 
fended by  brave  men,  they  have  defied 
the  ball  and  bomb.  Soult,  taught  by 
Barrosa  the  importance  of  this  landing- 
place,  was  anxious  to  take  it.  Gen. 
Campbell,  in  defiance  of  higher  au- 
thorities, wisely  determined  to  garrison 
it,  and  sent  1000  men  of  the  47th  and 
87th  under  Col.Skerrett : COO  Spaniards 
under  Copons  were  added.  Skerrett 
despaired,  but  Captain  Charles  Felix 
Smith  of  the  Engineers  was  skilful, 
and  Colonel  Gough  of  the  87th  a 
resolute  soldier.  Victor  and  Laval, 
Dec.  20,  1811,  invested  the  place  with 
10,000  men ; between  the  27th  and 
30th  a practicable  breach  was  made 
near  the  Retiro  gate ; then  the  Spa- 
niards, who  were  ordered  to  be  there 
to  defend  it,  were  not  there  (Nap.  xii. 
6) ; but  Gough  in  a good  hour  came 
up  with  the  87th,  aud  now  with  500 
men  beat  back  1800  picked  French- 
men in  a manner  “ surpassing  all 


praise.”  Marshal  Victor  retreated 
silently  in  the  night,  leaving  behind 
all  his  artillery  and  stores.  The  Eng- 
lish not  only  defended  but  repaired 
the  breach.  Their  masonry  is  good, 
and  their  inscription,  if  not  classical, 
at  least  tells  the  truth : “ Hanc  partem 
muri  a Gallis  obsidentibns  dirutam, 
Britanni  de/ensores  eonstruxerunt, 
1812.”  In  1823,  when  no  87th  was 
left  to  assist  these  Tarifehos,  the 
French,  under  the  puny  Angouleme, 
attacked  and  took  the  place  instantly  : 
the  inference  is  conclusive. 

The  real  strength  of  Tarifa  consists 
in  the  rocky  island  which  projects  into 
the  sea,  and  on  which  a fortress  is 
building.  There  is  a good  lighthouse, 
135  feet  high,  visible  for  10  leagues, 
and  a small  sheltered  bay.  This  castle 
commands  the  straits  under  some  cir- 
cumstances, when  ships  are  obliged  to 
pass  within  the  range  of  the  batteries, 
and  vessels  which  uo  not  hoist  colours 
are  at  once  fired  into.  This  happens 
frequently  with  merchantmen,  and  es- 
pecially those  coming  from  Gibraltar. 
Tarifa,  indeed,  is  destined  by  the  Spa- 
niards to  counterbalance  the  loss  of  the 
Rock. 

This  fortress  is  being  built  out  of  a 
tax  levied  on  persons  and  things  pass- 
ing from  Spain  into  Gibraltar : thus 
the  English  are  made  to  pay  for  their 
own  annoyance.  Tarifa,  in  war  time, 
swarmed  with  gun-boats  and  privateers. 
“ They,”  says  Southey,  “ inflicted 
greater  loss  on  the  trade  of  Great  Bri- 
tain than  all  the  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
by  cutting  off  ships  becalmed  in  these 
capricious  waters.”  A good  frigate 
steamer  at  Gibraltar,  incase  of  another 
war,  will  abate  that  nuisance.  The 
works  are  unfinished,  the  funds  destined 
for  the  building  and  supplies  having  to 
pass  through  Algeciras ; hence  that 
command  is  the  best  thing  in  Spain. 
Here  discontented  generals  and  unpaid 
regiments  are  sent  to  “ refresh”  them- 
selves. The  governor  receives  the 
dues,  and  a little  will  stick  to  his  fin- 
gers ; while  everybody  does  a hand- 
some business  in  facilitating  the  smug- 
gling which  they  are  ostensibly  sent  to 
prevent.  Those  who  wish  to  examine 
Guzman  Castle,  or  to  draw  it,  are  ad- 
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vised  to  visit  the  governor  first  and 
obtain  permission,  since  the  vicinity  of 
Gibraltar,  which  has  been  made  the 
hot-bed  of  revolutionists  of  all  kinds, 
from  Torrijos  downwards,  has  rendered 
every  Spanish  garrison  near  it  almost  as 
sensitive  as  the  Phoenicians,  who  wel- 
comed every  stranger  who  pried  about 
the  straits  by  throwing  him  into  the  sea. 

The  ride  from  Tarifa  to  Algeciras 
over  the  mountain  is  glorious ; the 
views  are  splendid.  The  wild  forest, 
through  which  the  Guadalmacil  boils 
and  leaps,  is  worthy  of  Salvator  Rosa. 
Gibraltar,  and  its  beautiful  bay,  are 
seen  through  the  leafy  vistas,  and  the 
bleeding  branches  of  the  stripped  cork- 
trees, fringed  with  a most  delicate 
fern:  the  grand  Rock  crouches  like 
the  British  lion,  the  sentinel  and  master 
of  the  Mediterranean. 

Algeciras  lies  in  a pleasant  nook. 
There  are  two  decent  Posadas ; the 
Union  is  the  best.  This,  the  Portus 
Albus  of  the  Romans,  was  the  green 
island  of  the  Moors,  Jeziratu-l-Khadra ; 
an  epithet  still  preserved  in  the  name 
of  the  island  opposite.  La  Isla  Verde, 
which  is  also  called  de  las  Palomas.  The 
king  of  Spain  is  also  king  of  Algeciras, 
a remnant  of  its  former  importance,  it 
being  the  Moors’  key  of  Spain,  as  it 
now  is  that  of  the  Spaniards  to  Ceuta. 
It  was  taken  by  the  gallant  Alonso  XI., 
March  24, 1344,  after  a siege  of  twenty 
months,  at  which  Crusaders  from  all 
Christendom  attended.  It  was  the 
siege  of  the  age,  and  forty  years  after- 
wards, Chaucer,  describing  a true 
knight,  mentions  his  having  been  at 
“Algecir” — a Waterloo,  a Trafalgar 
man.  Our  chivalrous  Edward  III. 
contemplated  coming  in  person  to 
assist  Alonso  XI.,  a monarch  after  his 
own  heart.  The  chronica  de  Alonso 
XI.  gives  the  Froissart  details,  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  the  English  under 
the  Earls  of  Derby  and  Salisbury  (Chr. 
301),  the  selfish  misconduct  or  the 
French  under  Gaston  de  Foix,  who 
kept  aloof  at  the  critical  moment  (Chr. 
311).  The  want  of  every  thing  in  the 
Spanish  camp  was  terrific.  Alonso 
destroyed  the  Moorish  town  and  forti- 
fications. 

Modern  rectangular  common-place 


Algeciras  has  risen  like  a Phoenix,  hav- 
ing been  rebuilt  in  1760  by  Charles  III., 
to  be  a hornets’  nest  against  Gibraltar, 
and  such  it  is,  swarming  with  priva- 
teers in  war  time,  and  with  guarda 
costas  or  preventive  service-cutters  in 
peace.  The  town  is  well-built ; popu- 
lation about  16,000.  It  has  a plaza  de 
toros  and  an  Alameda.  The  artist  will 
sketch  Gibraltar  from  near  the  aque- 
duct, and  Molino  de  San  Bernardino. 

It  was  between  Algeciras  and  Tarifa, 
June  9,  1801,  that  the  gallant  Satimarez 
attacked  the  combined  French  and 
Spanish  fleets  under  Linois ; the  enemy 
consisted  of  ten  sail,  the  English  of 
six.  The  “ Superb,”  a 74,  commanded 
by  Capt.  Richard  Keats,  out-sailed  the 
squadron,  and  alone  engaged  the  foe, 
taking  the  “ St.  Antoine,”  a French  74, 
and  burning  the  “ Real  Carlos  ” and 
“ San  Hermenigildo,”  two  Spanish 
three-deckers  of  112  guns  each.  Keats 
had  slipped  between  them,  and  then 
out  again,  leaving  them  in  mistake 
from  the  darkness  to  fire  at  and  destroy 
each  other.  There  is  very  little  inter- 
communication between  Algeciras  and 
Gibraltar ; the  former  is  the  naval  and 
military  position  from  whence  the 
latter  is  watched;  and  the  foreigner’s 
possession  of  Gibraltar  rankles  deeply, 
as  well  it  may.  In  the  tenacious  me- 
mory of  Spain,  it  is  hardly  yet  a fait 
accompli.  Here  are  the  head-quarters 
of  Spanish  preventive  cutters,  which 
prowl  about  the  bay,  and  often  cut  out 
smugglers  even  from  under  the  guns 
of  our  batteries.  During  summer,  the 
cool  stone  houses  of  Algeciras  are  in- 
finitely better  suited  to  the  climate  than 
the  stuffy  dwellings  on  the  arid  rock  ; 
and  here  the  foreign  steamers  touch, 
which  ply  backwards  and  forwards  be- 
tween Cadiz  and  Marseilles  (for  boat- 
men's tariff,  see  index). 

The  distance  to  Gibraltar  is  merely 
a pleasant  hour’s  ride  or  sail.  The  bay 
is  about  five  miles  across  by  sea,  and 
about  ten  round  by  land.  The  coast 
road  is  intersected  by  the  rivers  Gua- 
daranque  and  Palmones:  on  crossing 
the  former  is  the  eminence  El  Boca- 
dillo,  now  a farm,  and  com  grows 
where  once  wak  Carteia.  This  was  the 
Phoenician  Melcarth,  King's-town,  the 
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city  of  Hercules,  the  type,  symbol,  and  j 
personification  of  the  navigation,  colo-  1 
nization,  and  civilization  of  Tyre. 
Humboldt,  however,  reads  in  the  Car 
the  Iberian  prefix  of  height.  This 
was  afterwards  one  of  the  few  Greek 
settlements  tolerated  in  Spain  by  their 
deadly  rivals  of  Tyre.  The  Phoeni- 
cians called  it  Tartessus  Ileracleon. 
Here  the  long-lived  Arganthonius 
ruled.  Carteia  was  sacked  by  Scipio 
Africanus,  and  given  (171  b.c.)  to  the 
illegitimate  children  of  Roman  soldiers 
by  Spanish  mothers.  Here  the  younger 
Pompey  fled,  wounded,  after  the  defeat 
of  Munda,  when  the  Carteinns,  his 
former  partisans,  at  once  proposed 
giving  him  up  to  Ceesar:  they  have 
had  their  reward ; and  the  fisherman 
spreads  his  nets,  the  punishment  of 
Tyre,  on  her  false,  fleeting,  and  per- 
jured daughter.  The  remains  of  an 
amphitheatre  exist,  and  part  of  the  city 
may  yet  be  traced.  The  Moors  and 
Spaniards  destroyed  the  ruins,  working 
them  up  as  a quarry  in  building  San 
Roque  and  AlgeciraS.  The  coins  found 
here  are  very  beautiful.  Mr.  Kent,  of 
the  port-office  at  Gibraltar,  has  formed 
quite  a Carteian  museum.  Consult, 
for  ancient  authorities,  Ukert  (i.  2. 
.346),  and  ‘ A Discourse  on  Carteia,’ 
John  Conduit,  4to.,  London,  1719,  and 
the  excellent  * Journey  from  Gibraltar 
to  Malaga,’  Francis  Carter,  2 vols., 
London,  1777. 

From  El  Rocadillo  to  Gibraltar  is 
about  four  miles.  Strangers  are  obliged 
to  pass  through  the  Spanish  lines ; 
officers  are  allowed  to  go  in  and  out 
along  the  sands.  The  whole  ride  from 
Tarifa  took  us  about  ten  hours.  For 
Gibraltar  see  index. 

ROUTE  3. — CADIZ  TO  SEVILLE  BY 
STEAM. 

There  are  several  ways  of  getting  to 
Seville:  first,  and  best,  entirely  by 
water,  in  the  steamers  up  the  Guadal- 
quivir; secondly,  entirely  by  land,  by 
the  diligence,  through  Xerez ; and 
thirdly,  by  a combination  of  land  and 
water.  Both  the  routes  are  uninterest- 
ing, Xerez  being  the  only  place  de- 
serving of  a halt  and  notice : and  first 
for  the  route  by  water.'  All  the 


| steamers  are  regularly  advertised  in 
' the  Cadiz  newspapers.  Those  which 
ply  to  and  from  Seville  have  an  office 
at  168,  Calle  del  Moliuo.  After  cross- 
ing La  Bahia,  the  Guadalquivir  is 
entered,  near  Cipiona  Point.  Here  was 
the  great  Phoenician  lighthouse  called 
Cap  Eon,  the  “ Rock  of  the  Sun.”  This 
the  vain-glorious  Greeks,  who  never 
condescended  to  learn  the  language  of 
other  people,  “ barbarians,”  converted 
into  the  Tower  of  Cepio,  too  Kamtoyos 
irupyos,  the  “ Csepionis  Turris”  of  the 
Romans.  Those  who  wish  to  avoid 
the  rounding  this  point  by  sea  may 
cross  over  to  the  Puerto,  and  take  a 
calesa  to  San  Lttcar  for  30  reals,  and 
there  rejoin  the  steamer.  As  the  coun- 
try between  is  wild  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  an  escolta,  or  escort,  does 
or  did  convoy  the  caravan  of  passen- 
gers. Their  hour  of  starting  should 
be  learnt  at  the  steamer  office. 

Those  who  prefer  the  land  may  take 
the  diligence  to  San  Lucar,  which  it 
reaches,  having  passed  through  the 
Isla  and  made  the  circuit  of  the  bay, 
a route  interesting  only  to  crab-fanciers 
and  salt-refiners.  The  country  vege- 
tation and  climate  are  tropical.  Be- 
tween the  Puerto  and  San  Lucar  the 
traveller  will  remember  the  Oriental 
ploughings  of  Elijah,  when  he  sees 
twenty  and  more  yoke  of  oxen  labour- 
ing in  the  same  field  (1  Kings  xix.  19). 

San  Lucar  de  Barrameda , Luciferi 
Fanum,  rises  amid  a treeless,  sandy, 
undulating  country,  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Guadalquivir.  White  and  glitter- 
ing, it  is  an  ill-paved,  dull,  decaying 
place;  population  16,000.  The  best  inn 
is  the  Fonda  del  Comercio ; the  best  cafe 
is  El  de  Oro,  on  the  Plazuela.  This 
town  was  taken  from  the  Moors  in 
1264,  and  granted  by  Saucho  el  Bravo 
to  Guzman  el  Bueno.  The  importance 
of  the  transatlantic  trade  induced  Phi- 
lip IV.,  in  1645,  to  resume  the  city,  and 
make  it  the  residence  of  the  captain- 
general  of  Andalucia.  Visit  the  ancient 
English  Hospital  of  St.  George,  which 
Godoy  plundered.  From  San  Lucar 
Fernando  Magalhaens  embarked, 
Aug.  10,  1519,  on  the  first  circum- 
navigation of  the  world : the  Victoria 
was  the  only  ship  which  returned, 
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Sept.  8,  1522,  Fernando  having  been 
killed,  like  Captain  Cook,  by  some 
savages  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 
The  inajo  tailors  are  good;  Juan  Hoy, 
Pablo  Mesa,  and  Vicente  Tarnilia  are 
the  best.  San  Lucar  exists  by  its  wine 
trade,  and  is  the  mart  of  the  inferior 
and  adulterated  vintages  which  are 
foisted  off  in  England  as  sherries. 
Nota  bene,  here  drink  manzanilla  ; the 
name  describes  its  peculiar  light  camo- 
mile flavour,  which  is  the  true  deriva- 
tion, for  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
manzana,  an  apple,  and  still  less  with 
the  town  Manzanilla  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  It  is  of  a delicate 
pale  straw  colour,  and  is  extremely 
wholesome ; it  strengthens  the  stomach, 
without  heating  or  inebriating  ; hence 
the  Andalucians  are  passionately  fond 
of  it  Excellent  manzanilla  is  to  be 
procured  in  London,  at  Messrs.  Gor- 
man and  Co.'s,  16,  Mark  Lane.  Drink 
it,  ye  dyspeptics  1 

The  climate  of  San  Lucar  is  ex- 
tremely hot : here  was  established,  in 
1806,  the  botanical  Garden  de  Aclima- 
tacion , in  order  to  acclimatize  South 
American  and  African  animals  and 
plants : it  was  arranged  by  Boutelou 
and  Rojas  Clemente,  two  able  gar- 
deners and  naturalists,  and  was  in  high 
order  in  1808,  when  the  downfall  of 
Godoy,  the  founder,  entailed  its  de- 
struction. The  populace  rushed  in, 
killed  the  animals,  tore  up  the  plants, 
and  pulled  down  the  buildings,  because 
the  work  of  a hated  pasha,  with  an 
Oriental  vengeance  which  is  blind  even 
to  its  own  interests,  retaliating  against 
persons  and  their  works  even  when  of 
public  utility. 

San  Lucar  is  no  longer  the  point  of 
embarkation,  which  is  now  about  a mile 
up  the  river  at  Bonanza,  so  called  from 
a hermitage,  Luciferi  J'anum , erected 
by  the  South  American  Company  at 
Seville  to  Na.  Sa.  de  Bonanza,  or  our 
Lady  of  fine  weather,  as  the  ancients 
did  to  Venus.  Here  is  established  au 
aduana,  where  luggage  is  examined. 
The  district  between  Bonanza  and  San 
Lucar  is  called  Algaida,  an  Arabic 
word  meaning  a deserted  waste,  and 
such  truly  it  is : the  sandy  hillocks  are 
clothed  with  aromatic  brushwood, 


dreary  pines,  and  wild  grapes.  The 
view  over  the  flat  marisma,  with  its 
swamps  and  shifting  sands,  arenas  vo- 
laderas,  is  truly  desert  like,  and  a fit 
home  of  birds  and  beasts  of  prey, 
hawks,  stoats,  robbers,  and  custom- 
house officers. 

We  now  embark  on  the  river  for 
Seville,  which  is  distant  about  80 
miles.  The  voyage  is  usually  per- 
formed in  six  to  eight  hours,  and  in 
less  when  returning  down  stream  : 

La  Puebla 144  L. 

Coria 2 

Gelbea  .......  4 

San  Juan  de  Alfarache.  . . t 

The  smoke  of  the  steamer  and  actual 
inspection  of  the  localities  discharge 
the  poetry  and  illusion  of  the  far-famed 
and  much  overrated  Guadalquivir  of 
classical  and  modern  romance.  “ Thou, 
Bfetis,”  sing  the  native  poets,  “ crowned 
with  flowers  and  olives,  and  girdled 
by  beauteous  nymphs,  waftest  thy 
liquid  crystal  to  the  west,  in  a placid 
amorous  current.”  But  Andalucians 
seldom  spare  fine  words,  when  speak- 
ing of  themselves  or  their  country; 
and  the  river,  in  sober  reality  and 
prose,  is  here  dull  and  dirty  as  the 
Thames  at  Sheerness,  and  its  “ Elysian 
Fields  ” are  as  unpicturesque  as  those 
at  Paris  or  the  “ Isle  of  Dogs.”  The 
turbid  stream  slowly  eats  its  way 
through  an  alluvial  level,  which  is 
given  up  to  herds  of  cattle  and  aquatic 
fowls : nothing  can  be  more  dreary : 
no  white  sails  enliven  the  silent  waters, 
no  villages  cheer  the  desert  steppes; 
here  and  there  a choza  or  hut  offers 
refuge  from  the  noontide  sun.  This 
riverain  tract  is  called  La  Marisma, 
and  in  its  swamps  ague  and  fever  are 
perpetual.  These  fertile  plains,  favour- 
able to  animal  and  vegetable  life,  are 
fatal  to  mau  : the  miserable  peasantry 
look  like  those  on  the  Pontine  marshes, 
yellow  skeletons  when  compared  to 
their  fat  kine.  Here  in  the  glare  of 
summer  the  mirage  of  the  desert  is 
complete,  and  mocks  the  thirsty  sports- 
man. On  the  r.  hand,  in  the  distance, 
rise  the  mountains  of  Ronda.  The 
Guadalquivir  is  the  “great  river,”  the 
Wada-l-Kebir  or  Wdda-l-'adhem  of  the 
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Moors,  and  traverses  Andalucia  from 
E.  to  W.  The  Zincali,  or  Spanish 
gipsies,  also  call  it  Len  Baro,  the 
“ great  river.”  The  Iberian  name  was 
Certis  (Livy  xxviii.  16),  which  the 
llomans  changed  into  Bsetis,  a word, 
according  to  Santa  Teresa,  who  under- 
stood unknown  tongues  (see  Avila), 
derived  from  Bseth,  “ blessedness 
but  she  had  revelations  which  were 
denied  to  ordinary  mortals,  geogra- 
phers like  Kennell,  or  philologists  like 
Humboldt  and  Bochart,  who  suspects 
(Can.  i.  34)  the  etymology  to  be  the 
Funic  Lebitsin,  the  lakes  or  swamps 
of  the  Baetis  termination,  whence  the 
Libystino  lacu  of  Fest.  Avienus  (Or. 
Mar.  289).  It  rises  in  La  Mancha, 
about  10  L.  N.  of  Almaraz,  and  being 
joined  by  the  Guadalimar,  flows  down 
to  Ecija,  where  it  receives  the  Genii 
and  the  waters  of  the  basin  of  Granada : 
the  affluents  are  numerous ; they  come 
down  from  the  mountain  valleys  on 
each  side.  Under  the  ancients  and 
Moors  it  was  navigable  to  Cordova, 
thus  forming  a portavena  to  that  dis- 
trict, which  overflows  with  oil,  corn, 
and  wine.  Under  the  Spanish  mis- 
govermnent  these  advantages  were 
lost,  and  now  small  craft  alone  reach 
Seville,  and  with  difficulty.  It  has  been 
proposed  for  the  last  300  years  to  im- 
prove the  navigation ; projects  have 
been  almost  settled  in  1524,  1628, 
1787;  and  so  lately  as  1820  a new 
company  was  formed  for  the  purpose, 
and  a tax  laid  on  the  tonnage  of  ship- 
ping, which  has  been  duly  levied,  al- 
though not  much  more  has  been  done. 
The  river  below  Seville  has  branched 
off,  forming  two  unequal  islands,  La 
Isla  Mayor  and  Menor.  The  former 
was  the  Kaptal  of  the  Moors,  and  Cap- 
tel  of  old  Spanish  books ; this  the 
company  have  cultivated,  and  have 
also  cut  a canal  through  the  Isla  Me- 
nor, called  La  Cortadura,  by  which  3 
L.  of  winding  river  are  saved.  Fo- 
reign vessels  are  generally  moored 
here,  and  their  cargoes  are  conveyed 
up  and  down  in  barges,  whereby  smug- 
gling is  facilitated.  At  Coria,  famous 
under  the  Romans  for  bricks  and  pot- 
tery, are  still  made  the  enormous 
earthenware  jars  in  which  oil  and 


olives  are  kept : these  tinajas  are  the 
precise  amphorae  of  the  ancients.  The 
river  now  winds  under  the  Moorish 
Hisnu-l-faraj,  or  the  “Castle  of  the 
Cleft,”  now  called  San  Juan  de  Alfa- 
rache ; and  then  turns  to  the  r.,  and 
skirting  the  pleasant  public  walk  stops 
near  the  Torre  del  Oro,  gilded  with 
the  setting  sun,  and  darkened  by 
Aduaneros,  where  passengers  and  port- 
manteaus are  again  worried  by  ex- 
aminations. 
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This  is  a portion  of  the  high  road  from 
Cadiz  to  Madrid  ; the  whole  distance  is 
108J  L.  There  is  some  talk  of  a rail- 
road, to  be  made  and  paid  for  by  Eng- 
lishmen, but  festina  lente  is  a Spanish 
axiom.  The  journey  is  uninteresting, 
and  sometimes  dangerous  : leaving 
Xerez  the  lonely  road  across  the  plains 
skirts  the  spurs  of  the  Honda  moun- 
tains, sometimes  the  lair  of  mala  gente, 
Moron  being  generally  their  head- 
quarters, for  smuggling  and  the  intri- 
cate country  favour  these  wild  weeds 
of  the  rank  soil. 

The  best  plan  of  route  from  Cadiz 
to  Seville  is  to  cross  over  to  the  Puerto 
by  steam  and  take  a calesa  to  Xerez, 
paying  one  dollar ; although  the  road 
is  indifferent,  the  drive  is  pleasant,  and 
the  view  from  the  intervening  ridge, 
La  buena  vista,  is  worthy  of  its  name  ; 
the  glorious  panorama  of  the  bay  of 
Cadiz  is  a perfect  belvedei-e.  There  is 
a decent  posada  at  this  half-way  rest- 
ing-place. From  Xerez  drive  in  a ca- 
lesa to  Bonanza,  about  3 L.  of  weari- 
some road,  and  there  rejoin  the  steamer. 
The  inns  at  Xerez  are  bad  : that  of  San 
Dionisio,  on  the  Plaza,  is  only  tolerable. 
The  caleseros  aud  arrieros  usually  put 
up  at  La  Posada  de  Consolation,  Calle 
larga ; but  small  comfort  is  there.  The 
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diligence  Parador  is  better.  Decent 
lodgings  may  be  found  at  Da.  Maria 
de  Leon,  Calle  Lanceria,  and  at  Josefa 
Gonzalez,  No.  71,  Pa.  de  Casa  Vargas. 
The  great  -wine-merchants  are,  how- 
ever, so  hospitable,  that  they  seldom 
permit  any  one  who  comes  with  an  in- 
troduction to  be  victimised  at  the  public 
inns. 

Xerez  de  la  Frontera,  or  Jerez — for 
now  it  is  the  fashion  to  spell  all  those 
Moorish  or  German  guttural  words, 
where  an  X or  G is  prefixed  to  an  open 
vowel,  with  a J : e.  g.,  Jimenez  for 
Ximenez,  Jorge  for  George,  &c. — is 
called  of  the  frontier,  to  distinguish  it 
from  Jerez  de  los  Caballeros,  in  Estre- 
madura.  It  was  termed  by  the  Moors 
Sherish  Filistin,  because  allotted  to  a 
tribe  of  Philistines.  The  new  settlers 
from  the  East  preserved  the  names  of 
their  old  homes,  and  their  hatred  of 
neighbours.  It  rises  amid  vine-clad 
slopes,  studded  with  cortijos  y ha- 
ciendas, with  its  white-washed  Moor- 
ish towers,  blue-domed  Colegiata,  and 
huge  Bodegas,  or  wine-stores,  looking 
like  pent-houses  for  men-of-war  at 
Chatham.  It  is  supposed  by  many  to 
have  been  the  ancient  Asta  regia  Cse- 
sariana.  Some  mutilated  sculpture 
exists  in  the  Calle  de  Bizcocheros  and 
Calle  de  los  Idolos,  for  the  Xeresanos 
call  the  old  graven  images  of  the  Pa- 
gans idols,  while  they  bow  down  to 
new  sagradas  imagenes  in  their  own 
churches.  Xerez  is  a straggling,  ill- 
built,  ill-drained,  Moorish  city,  with 
a population  of  84,000.  Part  of  the 
original  walls  and  gates  remain  in  the 
old  town  : the  suburbs  are  more  regu- 
lar, aud  here  the  wealthy  wine-mer- 
chants reside.  Xerez  was  taken  from 
the  Moors,  in  1264,  by  Alonso  the 
Learned.  The  Moorish  alcazar,  which 
is  near  the  public  walk,  is  well  pre- 
served, and  offers  a good  specimen  of 
these  turreted  and  walled  palatial  for- 
tresses. It  belongs  to  the  Duque  de 
San  Lorenzo,  on  the  condition  that  he 
cedes  it  to  the  king  whenever  he  is  at 
Xerez.  Observe  the  Berruguete  facade 
of  the  Casas  de  Cabildo,  erected  in 
1575;  the  facade  of  the  churches  of 
Santiago  and  San  Miguel,  especially 
the  Gothic  details  of  the  latter.  The 


Colegiata,  begun  in  1695,  is  vile  chur- 
rigueresque;  the  architect  did  not  by 
accident  stumble  on  one  sound  rule,  or 
deviate  into  the  commonest  sense.  It 
has  a few  books  and  coins.  The  legends 
and  antiquities  of  Xerez  are  described 
in  Los  Santos  de  Xerez,  Martin  de  Boa, 
4to.,  Seville,  1671.  Xerez  is  renowned 
for  its  Majos  ; but  they  are  considered 
of  a low  caste,  muy-erttos,  crudos,  raw, 
when  compared  to  the  Majo  Jino,  the 
muy  cocio-cocido,  the  boiled,  the  well- 
done  of  Seville — phrases  as  old  as 
Martial.  The  Majo  Xgrezano  is  seen 
in  all  his  flash  glory  at  the  much  fre- 
quented fairs  of  May  1 and  Aug.  15. 
He  is  a great  bull-fighter,  and  a fine 
new  Plaza  has  recently  been  built  here. 
His  requiebros  are,  however,  over-fla- 
voured with  sal  Andaluga,  and  his  jaleos 
and  jokes  rather  practical : Burlas  de 
manos,  burlas  de  Xerezanos.  The  quan- 
tity of  wine  is  supposed  to  make  these 
valientes  more  boisterous,  and  occasion- 
ally ferocious,  than  those  of  all  other 
Andalucians : “ for  all  this  valour,"  as 
Falstaff  says,  “ comes  of  sherris.”  They 
are  great  sportsmen,  and  the  shooting 
in  the  Marisma,  especially  of  deer, 
wild  fowl,  and  woodcocks,  is  first-rate. 
Parties  are  made,  who  go  for  weeks  to 
the  Coto  de  Dona  Ana  and  del  Bey. 

The  growth  of  wine  amounts  to 
some  500,000  arrobas  annually ; this 
Moorish  name  and  measure  contains  a 
quarter  of  a hundred  weight : 30  go  to 
a beta  or  butt,  of  which  32,698  were 
made  here  in  1846,  running  from 
8000  to  10,000  really  fine.  This  wine 
was  first  known  in  England  about  the 
time  of  our  Henry  VII.  It  became 
popular  under  Elizabeth,  when  those 
who  under  Essex  sacked  Cadiz  brought 
home  the  fashion  of  good  “sherris 
sack."  It  is  still  called  seco  here, 
which  is  the  old  English  seek,  the 
French  sec,  a word  used  in  contradis- 
tinction to  the  street  malvoisies.  The 
Spaniards  scarcely  know  sherry  beyond 
its  immediate  vicinity  ; it  is,  in  fact,  a 
foreign  wine,  and  made  and  drunk  by 
' foreigners ; nor  do  Spaniards  like  its 
| strength,  and  still  less  its  high  price. 
Thus,  even  at  Granada,  it  is  sold  as  a 
liqueur.  At  Seville,  in  the  best  houses, 
! one  glass  only  is  handed  round  at  dinner 
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as  the  golpe  medico , or  chasse.  The  first 
class  is  called  “ Vino  seco,  Jino,  oloroso 
y qeneroso,”  and  is  very  dear,  costing 
haif  a dollar  a bottle  on  the  spot.  Pure 
genuine  sherry,  from  ten  to  twelve  years 
old,  is  worth  from  50  to  80  guineas  per 
butt,  in  the  bodega,  and  when  freight, 
insurance,  duty,  and  charges  are  added, 
will  stand  the  importer  from  100  to 
130  guineas  in  his  cellar.  A butt  will 
run  from  108  to  112  gallons,  and  the 
duty  is  5s.  6 d.  per  gallon.  Such  a butt 
will  bottle  about  52  dozen. 

The  excellence  of  sherry  wines  is 
owing  to  the  extreme  care  and  scientific 
methods  introduced  by  foreigners,  who 
are  chiefly  French  and  Scotch.  The 
great  houses  are  Pedro  Domecq  (whose 
London  house  is  Ruskin,  Billiter 
Square),  Haurie,  Pemartin,  Gordon, 
Garvey,  Bermudez,  Beigheder.  The 
house  of  Beigbeder  belongs  to  Mr. 
John  David  Gordon,  English  Vice- 
Consul,  a gentleman  whose  high  cha- 
racter, hospitality,  and  wines  have 
long  won  him  golden  opinions.  A 
Bodega,  the  Roman  horrea,  the  wine- 
store  or  apotlieca,  is,  unlike  our  cel- 
lars, always  above  ground.  The  inte- 
rior is  deliciously  cool  and  subdued,  as 
the  heat  and  glare  outside  are  carefully 
excluded ; here  thousands  of  butts  are 
piled  up  during  the  rearing  and  ma- 
turing processes.  Sherry  when  perfect 
is  made  up  from  many  different  butts  : 
the  “ entire  ” is  in  truth  the  result  of 
Xerez  grapes,  but  of  many  sorts  and 
varieties  of  flavour.  Thus  one  barrel 
corrects  another,  by  addition  or  sub- 
traction, until  the  proposed  standard 
aggregate  is  produced.  All  this  is 
managed  by  the  Capataz  or  head  man, 
who  is  usually  a Monlanes  from  the 
Asturian  mountains,  and  often  becomes 
the  real  master  of  his  nominal  masters, 
whom  he  cheats,  as  well  as  the  grower. 
He  passes  this  life  of  probation  in 
tasting : he  goes  round  the  butts,  mark- 
ing each  according  to  its  character,  cor- 
recting and  improving  at  every  succes- 
sive visit. 

The  callida  junctura  ought  to  unite 
fulness  of  body,  a nutty  flavour  and 
aroma,  dryness,  absence  from  acidity, 
strength,  spirituosity,  and  durability. 
Very  little  brandy  is  necessary  : the 


! vivifying  power  of  the  unstinted  sun  of 
Andaluciu  imparting  sufficient  alcohol, 
which  ranges  from  20  to  23  per  cent,  in 
fine  sherries,  and  only  12  in  clarets 
and  champagnes.  Fine,  pure  old  sherry 
is  of  a rich  brown  colour.  The  new 
raw  wines  are  paler ; in  order  to  flatter 
the  tastes  of  some  English,  “ pale  old 
sherry  ” must  be  had,  and  the  colour 
is  chemically  discharged  at  the  expense 
of  the  delicate  aroma.  The  amontil- 
lado  is  so  called  from  a peculiar,  bitter- 
almond,  dry  flavour,  somewhat  like  the 
wines  of  Montilla,  near  Cordova:  it  is 
much  sought  after,  and  is  dear,  as  it  is 
used  in  enriching  poorer  and  sweetish 
wines.  There  is  always  a venerable 
butt  that  contains  some  Madre  vino,  or 
| rich  wine,  by  which  young  butts  are 
reared  as  by  mother’s  milk.  The  con- 
. tents  are  very  precious,  and  the  barrels 
named  after  Nelsons,  Wellingtons, 
kings,  and  heroes.  The  visitor  is  just 
allowed  a sip,  by  way  of  bonne  bouche. 
The  sweet  wines  of  the  sherry  grape 
i are  delicious.  The  best  are  the  Mos- 
cadel,  the  Pedro  Ximeuez,  so  called 
from  a German  vine-grower,  and  the 
Pajarete  ; this  term  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  pajaros,  or  birds  which  pick 
the  most  luscious  grapes,  but  simply 
is  the  name  of  the  village  where  it  was 
first  made. 

Every  traveller  will  of  course  pay 
a visit  to  a great  Bodega,  the  Lion  of 
Xerez;  those  of  P.  Domecq  or  John 
David  Gordon  are  the  finest : the 
former  gentleman  has  some  pictures, 
but  his  best  gallery  is  that  of  butts  of 
sherry.  There  the  whole  process  of 
making  sherry  will  be  explained,  while 
all  the  varieties  of  grape  and  soil  are 
carefully  described  in  the  Ensayo 
sobre  las  variedades  de  la  Vid  en  Anda- 
lucia,  Simon  Rojas  Clemente,  4to., 
Mad.,  1807  ; and  in  the  Memorias  sobre 
el  Cultivo  de  la  Vid,  Esteban  Boutelou, 
4to.,  Mad.,  1807.  The  student  will 
also  do  well  to  drive  out  and  visit  some 
crack  vineyard,  and  inspect  the  vinous 
buildings  and  contrivances.  The 
primest  vineyard  of  the  Xerez  district 
belongs  chiefly  to  the  Domecq  firm, 
and  is  called  the  Macharnudo ; the 
Carrascal,  Barbiana  alta  y baja,  Los 
Tercios,  Cruz  del  Husillo,  Ahiua,  San 
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Julian,  Mochiele,  and  Carraola,  are  ' 
also  deservedly  celebrated. 

No  one  should  fail  to  visit  the  Car- 
tuja convent,  which  lies  about  2 miles  to  j 
the  E.,  although  this  once  magnificent 
pile  is  now  desecrated.  The  finest  of 
the  Zurbaran  pictures  have  passed  into 
the  Louvre,  having  been  bought  by 
Louis  Philippe ; some  few  others,  the 
refuse,  are  in  the  Museo  at  Cadiz.  This 
Carthusian  monastery  was  founded  in  j 
1477  by  Alvaro  Obertos  de  Valeto, 
whose  bronze  figure  in  armour  was' ' 
engraved  before  the  high  altar:  one 
Andres  de  Ribera,  in  the  time  of 
Philip  II.,  added  the  Doric  Herrera 
portal : the  more  modern  facade  is 
very  bad.  This  Cartuja  was  once  very 
rich  in  excellent  vineyards,  and  pos- 
sessed the  celebrated  breeding-grounds 
of  Andalucian  horses,  which  the  French 
much  injured.  The  decree  of  suppres- 
sion, in  1836,  destroyed,  at  one  fell 
swoop,  both  monk  and  animal.  The 
establishments  have  been  broken  up, 
and  the  system  ruined.  The  loss  of 
the  horses  will  long  lie  felt,  when  that 
of  the  friars  is  forgotten. 

Below  the  Cartuja  rolls  the  Gua- 
dalete.  A small  hill,  called  el  real  de 
Don  Rodrigo,  marks  the  head- quarters 
of  the  last  of  the  Goths  -.  here  the  battle 
was  terminated  which  put  an  end  to  his 
dynasty  (see  p.  1 6).  Lower  down  is  el 
Portal,  the  port  of  Xerez,  whence  the 
sherries  are  embarked  for  el  Puerto. 

The  Guada/efe,  from  the  terminating 
syllables,  has  been  connected,  by  those 
who  prefer  sound  to  sense,  with  the 
Lethe  of  the  ancients,  which,  however, 
is  the  Limia,  near  Viana,  in  Portugal, 
and  obtained  its  oblivious  reputation 
because  the  Spanish  army,  their  leader 
being  killed,  forgot  on  its  banks  the 
object  of  the  campaign,  and  disbanded 
most  orientally  each  man  to  “ his  own 
home.” 

This  Limsa,  or  Limia,  was  the  fur- 
thest point  to  which  Brutus  advanced, 
as  his  troops  trembled,  fearing  that 
they  should  forget  their  absent  wives. 
Florus  (ii.  17.  12)  records  this  un- 
military fear.  Strabo  (iii.  229)  ob- 
serves that  some  afHed  the  Limia 
B*Ai  leva,  which  Casaubon  happily 
amends  oflAtoviweor,  the  Fluvius  Obli- 

Sf. 


vionis  of  Pliny,  Mela,  and  Livy.  The 
Roman  name  of  the  Guadalete  was 
Chrysos,  and  golden  is  the  grape 
which  grows  on  its  banks : it  is  that 
fluid,  and  not  what  flows  between 
them,  which  erases  from  bad  husbands’ 
memories  their  absent  dames.  It  is 
stated  by  Florez  (Esp.  Sag.  ix.  53) 
that  the  name  Chrysos  was  changed 
by  the  victorious  Moors  into  Wad-el 
leded,  El  rio  de  deleite,  the  river  of 
delight ; but  this  is  a very  doubtful 
etymology,  and  the  Moorish  name 
really  was  Wada-lehah.  A wild  bridle- 
road  through  Arcos  communicates  with 
Rouda  (see  R.  20). 

The  Camino  real,  on  leaving  Xerez, 
skirts  along  a dreary  waste,  La  Lla- 
nwa  de  Caulina  ; it  is  well  provided 
with  bridges,  by  which  the  many 
streams  descending  from  the  moun- 
tains to  the  r.  are  crossed. 

Utrera,  Utricula,  during  the  Moorish 
struggle,  was  the  refuge  of  the  agricul- 
turists who  fled  from  the  Spanish  talas, 
and  border  forays.  It  is  inhabited  by 
rich  farmers,  who  rent  the  estates 
around,  where  much  corn,  oil,  fruit, 
and  wine  is  produced ; here  vast  flocks 
are  bred,  and  those  fierce  bulls  so  re- 
nowned in  the  Plaza.  Population 
6500.  The  streets  and  alamedas  are 
kept  clean  and  fresh  by  running 
streams  : the  Posada  is  decent ; there 
is  a ruined  castle.  Utrera.  in  a mili- 
tary point,  is  of  much  importance. 
The  high  road  from  Madrid  to  Cadiz 
makes  an  angle  to  reach  Seville,  which 
can  be  avoided  by  marching  from 
Ecija  direct  through  Arahal.  The 
Purroquia  has  a Berruguete  portaL 
The  saints  of  Utrera  have  long  rivalled 
the  bulls : the  Virgen  at  the  Convento 
de  Minimos,  outside  the  town,  NJ2., 
is  the  Palladium  of  the  ploughmen. 
There  is  a short  bridle-road  to  Seville, 
by  which  Alcala  is  avoided  and  left  to 
the  r.  Consult  Epilogo  de  Utrera, 
Pedro  Roman  Melendez,  4to.  Sevilla, 
1730.  About  2 L.  from  Utrera  is  a 
fine  olive  hacienda  of  the  Conde  de 
Torre  Nueva,  which  is  well  managed 
and  worth  inspection. 

Alcala  de  G'nadairu,  where  the  Po- 
sada is  very  tidy,  signifies  the  “ castle 
of  the  river  Aira,”  and  was  the  Punic 
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Hienippa,  a “ place  of  many  springs.”  1 
It  is  also  called  de  los  Panaderos,  “ of 
the  bakers,”  for  it  has  long  been  the 
oven  of  Seville:  bread  is  the  staff  of 
its  existence,  and  samples  abound. 
Roscas,  a circular-formed  rush,  are 
hung  up  like  garlands,  and  hogazas , 
loaves,  placed  on  tables  outside  the 
houses.  “ Panis  hie  longe  pulcherri- 
mus it  is,  indeed,  as  Spaniards  say. 
Pan  de  Dios— the  “angels’  bread  of 
Esdras.”  Spanish  bread  was  esteemed 
by  the  Romans  for  its  lightness  .(Plin.  ! 
‘ N.  H.’  xviii.  7).  All  classes  here  gain 
their  bread  by  making  it,  and  the 
water-mills  and  mule-mills,  or  ata- 
honas,  are  never  still ; they  exceed  200 
in  number : women  and  children  are 
busy  picking  out  earthy  particles  from  \ 
the  grain  which  get  mixed,  from  the 
common  mode  of  threshing  on  a floor 
in  the  open  air — the  era,  or  Roman 
area.  The  corn  is  very  carefully 
ground,  and  the  flour  passed  through 
several  hoppers  in  order  to  secure  its 
fineness.  Visit  a large  bakehouse,  and 
observe  the  care  with  which  the  dough 
is  kneaded.  It  is  worked  and  re- 
worked, as  is  done  by  our  biscuit- 
makers  : hence  the  close-grained  caky 
consistency  of  the  crumb.  The  bread 
is  taken  into  Seville  early  every  morn- 
ing. Alcala  is  proverbial  fbr  salu- 
brity, and  is  much  resorted  to  as  a 
summer  residence : it  always  escapes 
the  plagues  which  so  often  have  deso- 
lated Seville;  it  is  freshened  by  the 
pure  Ronda  breezes,  and  the  air  is 
rarefied  by  the  many  ovens,  of  which 
it  is  said  there  are  more  than  50.  For 
local  information  consult  the  Memoriae 
Historicas  de  Alcala,  Leandro  Jose 
de  Flores,  duo.  Sevilla,  1833-4. 

The  castle  is  one  of  the  finest 
Moorish  specimens  in  Spain,  and  was 
the  land-key  of  Seville.  It  surrendered, 
Sept.  21, 1246,  to  St.  Ferdinand,  the  gar- 
rison having  “■fraternised”  with  Ibn- 
1-Ahmar,  the  petty  king  of  Jaen,  who 
was  aiding  the  Christians  against  the 
Sevillians,  for  internal  divisions  and 
local  hatreds  have  always  been  the 
causes  of  weakness  to  unamalgamating 
Spain.  The  Moorish  city  lay  under 
the  castle,  and  no  longer  exists.  A 
small  mosque,  now  dedicated  to  San 


Miguel,  on  whose  day  the  place  was 
taken,  remains  ; this  was  made  a bar- 
rack by  the  French.  Observe  the 
tapia  walls,  the  subterranean  corn  gra- 
naries, mazmorras,  the  cisterns,  ulgibes, 
the  inner  keep,  and  the  huge  donjon 
tower,  la  torre  mocha.  The  river  below 
makes  a pretty  sweep  round  the  rocky 
base,  and  long  lines  of  walls  run  down, 
following  the  slopes  of  the  irregular 
ground. 

In  the  town  observe  the  pictures  in 
San  Sebastian  by  Fr°-  Pacheco,  father- 
in-law  to  Velazquez,  and  also  a “ Pur- 
gatory ” by  him  in  the  church  of  San- 
tiago. In  the  convent  de  las  monjas 
is  a Retablo  with  six  small  bas-reliefs 
by  Montanes.  The  “ Sa.  Clara  re- 
ceiving the  Sacrament  ” is  the  best ; 
his  small  works  are  rare  and  beautiful. 

Alcala,  the  “ city  of  springs,”  sup- 
plies temperate  Seville  with  bread  and 
water,  prison  or  Iberian  fare.  The 
alembic  hill  is  perforated  with  tunnels ; 
some  are  2 L.  in  length : the  line  of 
these  underground  canals  may  be 
traced  on  the  outsides  of  the  hill  by 
the  lumbreras,  louvres,  or  ventilators : 
do  not  fail  to  visit  the  Molino  de  la 
Mina,  whence  Pedro  de  Ponce  Leon, 
in  1681,  took  the  title  of  marquis. 
The  excavations  in  the  bowels  of  the 
rock  are  most  picturesque ; and  no 
crystal  can  be  clearer  than  the  streams ; 

! some  of  these  works  are  supposed  to 
be  Roman,  but  the  greater  part  are 
Moorish ; the  collected  fluid  is  carried 
to  Seville  by  an  aqueduct,  the  first  por- 
tion made  in  a brick  caneria.  The  Ro- 
man works  were  completely  restored  in 
1172  by  Jusuf  Abu  Jacub  (Conde,  ii. 
380),  but  all  was  permitted  to  go  to  de- 
cay under  the  Spaniards ; the  coping 
was  broken  in,  and  the  water  became 
turbid  and  unwholesome.  Don  Jose 
Manuel  de  Arjona,  Asistente  of  Seville, 
and  its  great  improver,  in  1828  set 
apart  about  40,000  dollars  from  a tax 
on  meat,  for  the  restoration  of  this 
supply  of  vital  importance  to  an  almost 
tropical  city.  The  ready  money  was 
seized  upon,  in  1 830,  by  the  Madrid 
government,  and  spent  in  putting 
down  Mina’s  rebellion  after  the  three 
glorious  days  at  Paris.  The  aqueduct, 
on  approaching  Seville,  is  carried  in 
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on  arches,  called  “ Canos  de  Carmona ,” 
because  running  along  the  road  lead- 
ing to  that  city.  . 

The  valley  of  the  Guadaira  above 
Alcala  should  be  visited  by  the  artist, 
to  see  the  Moorish  mills  and  towers 
which  Murillo  and  Iriarte  sketched; 
and  belcw  by  the  sportsman,  as  the  flats 
between  Alcala  and  Seville  to  the  1.  of 
the  high-road  are  full  of  snipes  and 
wild-fowl  in  winter. 

Leaving  Alcala,  the  noble  causeway 
winds  gently  round  the  hill,  hanging 
over  the  river.  In  the  plains  below, 
amid  orange  and  olive-groves,  rise  the 
sun-gilt  towers  of  stately  Seville.  The 
Moorish  Giralda  is  pre-eminently  the 
emphatic  point.  To  the  r.  of  the  road, 
about  2 miles  from  Seville,  is  the  Mesa 
del  Rev,  a square  stone  table  on  which 
the  bodies  of  criminals  are  quartered,  “ a 
pretty  dish  to  set  before  a king this  is 
an  Arabic  custom,  and  such  a table  exists 
at  Cairo  (Lane.i.  332).  Next,  we  reach 
La  Cruz  del  Campo , placed  in  an  open 
Moorish-looking  temple,  but  erected  in 
1482.  It  is  also  called  el  Humilladcro : 
here  travellers  used  to  kneel,  and  thank 
the  Virgin  and  Santiago  for  safe  arrival 
at  their  journey’s  end,  having  escaped 
the  pains  and  perils  of  Spanish  travel ; 
now  both  these  dangers  and  their  piety 
are  much  decreased. 

The  bridle-road  from  Xerez  to  Se- 
ville is  much  shorter  than  the  circuit 
made  by  the  diligence ; it  crosses  the 
plains,  but  is  scarcely  carriageable  ex- 
cept in  summer. 

ROUTE  5. — XEREZ  TO  SEVILLE. 

Lebrija 5 ,. 

Cabezas  de  Sn.  Juan  • • • 2 • • 7 

A los  Palacios 3 . . 10 

Sevilla 4 ..14 

An  uninteresting  ride  over  the  Ma- 
risma  leads  to  Lebrija,  placed  on  a 
slight  eminence,  with  a decent  posada. 
This  is  the  ancient  Nebrissa-Veneria, 
according  to  Pliny  (‘ N.  H.,’  iii.  1); 
others  read  Venaria,  and  connect  it 
with  the  huntings  of  the  Nimrod  Bac- 
chus and  his  wines  (Sil.  Ital.  iii.  393). 
Bochart  derives  the  name  from  the 
Punic  Nae-Pritza,  a “laud  of  over- 
flowing,” to  which  these  riverain  flats 


are  subject.  Here  was  born  the  great 
grammarian  and  restorer  of  letters  in 
Spain,  Antonio  Cala  Jarana  del  Ojo, 
better  known  as  Nebritsensis.  Observe 
La  Mariquita  del  Marmolejo,  a head- 
less Roman  statue,  now  christened  the 
little  marble  Mary,  and  the  Retablo  of 
the  Parroquia,  with  some  of  the  earliest 
carvings  of  Alonso  Cano,  1 630-36,  es- 
pecially the  Virgin  and  Child,  the  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul.  Leaving  Lebrija, 
the  plains  become  more  monotonous. 
Of  Cabezas  de  San  Juan,  a miserable 
hamlet,  the  proverb  says.  No  se  hace 
nada  en  el  consejo  del  rey  sin  Cabezas. 
To  judge  the  results  of  the  councils 
and  juntas  of  Madrid,  the  cabinet  has 
too  often  been  selected  from  this  wrong- 
headed village.  It  was  one  of  the  first 
places  which  responded  to  the  cry  of 
Riego,  for  which  he  was  hanged,  and 
so  many  others  lost  their  heads  on  the 
scaffold.  Before  arriving  at  Los  Pala- 
cios, is  a long-ruined  Roman  and 
Moorish  causeway,  La  alcantarilla 
(Arabice,  the  little  bridge),  raised  on 
account  of  the  inundations  above  the 
level  of  the  Marisma,  and  now  half 
dilapidated.  Los  Palacios  are  any 
thing  now  but  palaces. 


ROUTE  6. — SAN  LUCAR 

TO 

AYA- 

MONTE. 

Tonre  de  Solavar  . • • 

2 

Torre  de  Caxboneros  . 

1 

..  3 

De  la  Iliguerita  . . • 

2 

..  5 

Del  Om  ....... 

3 

..  8 

Moguer  ....... 

3 

..  11 

Huelva 

1 

..  12 

Alfaraque 

1 

..  13 

Cartaya 

2 

..  15 

Lepe 

1 

..  16 

Redondela  . • • • • 

1 

..  17 

Ayamonte  • • • • • 

3 

..  20 

It  remains  to  describe,  as  shortly  as 
possible,  the  dreary  country  which  lies 
on  the  r.  bank  of  the  Guadalquivir,  and 
which  extends  to  the  Guadiaua  and  the 
Portuguese  frontier.  This  is  called  the 
Marisma  or  marsh  district,  and  also  the 
Condado,  or  county  of  Niebla : let  none 
go  there  except  driven  by  dire  neces- 
sity, or  on  a sporting  excursion. 

There  is  constant  communication  by 
water  in  picturesque  Misticos ; those 
who  go  by  land  must  ride.  The  accom- 
modations are  everywhere  wretched ; 
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attend,  therefore,  to  the  provend,  as 
nothing  of  comfort  will  be  found  but 
what  the  wayfarer  brings  with  him. 
The  wide  plains  are  almost  uninhabited 
and  uncultivated,  but  the  inherent  fer- 
tility of  the  soil  is  evidenced  by  the 
superb  stone-pines  and  fig-trees.  The 
coast-road  is  guarded  by  Atalai/as,  or 
“ watch-towers,”  Arabice  Taliah,  from 
talfa,  to  “ look  out  from  above  they 
are  of  remote  antiquity,  as  the  coasts 
of  Spain  have  always  been  exposed  to 
piratical  descents  from  Africa.  The 
descendants  of  the  Carthaginians  never 
forgot  their  dispossession  by  the  Ro- 
maus.  The  Berber  Moors  recovered 
the  country  of  their  Oriental  fore- 
fathers, and  their  descendants,  dispos- 
sessed by  the  Spaniards,  remember 
Spain,  which  they  still  consider  their 
rightful  property. 

Hannibal  built  so  many  of  these 
atalayas  from  Cadiz  to  Saguntum  that 
they  went  by  his  name,  “ turres  specu- 
las  Hannibalis”  (Plin.  *N.  H.’  ii.  71); 
Cscsar  followed  his  example  (Hirt.  * B. 
H.’  7) ; from  these,  signals  were  made 
by  fire  at  night,  by  smoke  by  day. 
These  were  the  “ sign  of  fire”  (Jer.  vi. 
1),  the  q>pvKToi  of  Thucyd.  (iii.  22), 
and  see  Polyb.  (x.  43,  4.r>),  and  the 
magnificent  lines  of  AJschylus  (Ag. 
291).  Pliny  describes  these  “ ignes 
pnenunciativos”  as  used  “ propter  pira- 
ticos  terrores.”  Charles  V.  repaired 
these  martello  towers  when  threatened 
by  the  invasions  of  Barbarossa.  Thus 
they  have  occupied  the  same  sites,  and 
testify  the  continuance  of  the  same  fears 
of  unchanged  Iberia,  whether  Cartha- 
ginian, Roman,  Moorish,  Gothic,  or 
Spanish ; many  are  very  picturesque, 
perched  on  headlands  and  eminences  ; 
they  stand  forth  on  the  blue  sky,  like 
lonely  sentinels  and  monuments  of  the 
dangers  of  this  ever  - troubled  land. 
They  now  are  generally  occupied  by 
preventive  service  guards. 

They  are  commonly  built  in  tapia, 
a sort  of  African  or  Phoenician  con- 
crete, introduced  with  the  system  of 
the  towers  themselves,  and  like  them 
continued  unchanged  in  the  cognate 
lands  of  Spain  and  Barbary.  The 
component  mixture  of  stones,  mor- 
tar, and  rubble,  is  placed  moist  in  a 


moveable  frame  of  wood  held  together 
by  bolts  ; it  is  then  rammed  down, 
the  bolts  withdrawn,  and  moved  on- 
wards or  upwards  as  the  case  requires. 
Hence  the  Romans  called  them  “ pa- 
rietes  formacei,”  -walls  made  in  frames 
(Pliny,  ‘ N.  H.’  xxxv.  14);  he  parti- 
cularly describes  those  of  Spain,  and 
notices  their  indestructibility  : they  in 
fact  become  solid  masses,  fossils.  The 
Goths  continued  the  practice,  calling 
the  method  “ formatum ;”  and  horma 
still  means  a mud  wall.  The  word 
tapia  is  Arabic;  it  is  still  called  tobi 
in  Egypt,  and  signifies  an  earthen  wall, 
Devonicfe,  Cob.  These  walls  continue 
to  be  now  built  in  Andalucia  and  Bar- 
bary after  the  same  ancient  method 
(see  our  paper  in  the  Quart.  Rev.  cxvi, 
537,  for  the  learning  and  practice). 

Moguer — Lontigi  Alontigi— the  pre- 
sent word  means  in  Arabic  caves,  of 
which  there  are  many  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood-stands on  the  Rio  Tinto, 
and  traffics  in  wine  and  fruit ; the  town 
and  castle  are  much  dilapidated ; below 
it  is  the  port,  Palos,  Palus  Etreplaca. 
Visit,  one  short  L.  from  Palos,  the 
Franciscan  convent  Santa  Maria  Ild- 
bida,  a Moorish  name  so  common  in 
Spain,  and  signifying  “ frontier  or  ex- 
posed situations,”  Ritbbitah,  Rebath, 
which  were  defended  by  the  Rabitos  ; 
these  were  the  Marabitins,  the  Mora- 
bitos,  the  Almorabides  of  Conde,  a sort 
of  Ghilzee,  a half  fanatic  soldier-monk, 
from  whom  the  Spaniards  borrowed 
their  knights  of  Santiago. 

This  convent  was  ordered,  in  1846, 
to  be  preserved  as  a national  me- 
morial, and  is  to  be  fitted  up  for  in- 
valid soldiers;  it  has  already  given 
shelter  to  those  great  men  whom  Spain 
could  once  produce.  Here,  in  1484, 
Columbus,  craving  charity,  was  re- 
ceived with  his  little  boy  by  the  Prior 
Juan  Perez  de  Marchena.  This  monk, 
when  the  wisest  kings  and  councils  had 
rejected  as  visionary  the  scheme  of  the 
discovery  of  the  New  World,  alone 
had  the  wit  to  see  its  probability,  the 
courage  to  advocate  the  plan,  and  the 
power  to  prepare  the  experiment  lie 
must,  indeed,  share  in  the  glory  of  the 
discovery  of  America,  for  by  his  influ- 
ence alone  with  Isabella  was  his  pro- 
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tege  Columbus  enabled  to  sail  on  this 
expedition.  The  armament  consisted 
of  two  caravels,  or  light  vessels  without 
decks,  and  a third  one  of  larger  burden ; 
120  persons  embarked  and  started  “on 
the  3d  of  August,  1492,  from  this  port  of 
Palos,  and  bidding  adieu  to  the  Old 
World,  launched  forth  on  that  unfa- 
thomed waste  of  waters,  where  no  sail 
had  ever  been  spread  before”  (Prescott, 
ii.  214).  Columbus  was  accompanied 
by  some  adventurers  of  the  name  of 
Pinzon,  a family  not  yet  extinct  in 
these  localities ; and  to  this  very  port, 
on  March  15,  1493,  seven  months  and 
eleven  days  afterwards,  did  he  return, 
having  realized  his  grand  conception, 
conferred  a new  world  on  his  sove- 
reigns, and  earned  immortality  for 
himself — services  soon  to  be  repaid  by 
breach  of  faith  and  ingratitude.  At 
Palos,  again,  Cortes  landed  in  May, 
1528,  after  the  conquest  of  Mexico, 
and  also  found  shelter  in  the  same 
convent-walls  where  Columbus  had 
lodged  on  his  return  thirty-five  years 
before,  and  like  him  to  be  also  slighted 
and  ill-rewarded.  By  a strange  coin- 
cidence, Pizarro,  the  conqueror  of  Peru, 
was  also  at  Palos  at  this  moment,  com- 
mencing that  career  of  conquest,  blood- 
shed, and  spoliation,  which  Cortes  was 
about  to  close.  Pizarro  was  assassi- 
nated. Those  accomplished  Americans, 
Prescott  and  Washington  Irving,  have 
with  singular  grace  and  propriety 
illustrated  the  age  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  when  their  country  was  dis- 
covered. For  the  best  works  on  its 
early  history,  consult  catalogue  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Rich,  in  London,  1832; 
or  in  the  ‘ BilAiotheque  Amdricaine,’  by 
M.  Teroaux,  Paris,  1837.  Palos  now 
is  a poor  fishing  port,  and  a thing  of 
decrepit  Spain. 

Huelva,  Onuba,  of  Phoenician  origin 
(consult  ‘ JJisertacion  sobre  Onuba,’ 
Barco,  4to.  Sev.  1755;  and  ‘Huelva 
ilustrada,’  Ag.  Mora  Negro,  4to.  Sev. 
1762),  stands  on  the  confluence  of  the 
Odiel  and  Tinto.  It  is  a seaport,  and 
the  capital  of  its  province ; there  are  two 
middling  posadas  ; population  7000. 
It  is  a busy  tunny-fishing  town,  and  in 
constant  communication  with  Portugal, 
Cadiz,  and  Seville,  sending  much  fruit 


and  floor  mattings  to  the  latter  places. 
Some  antiquaries  read  in  the  word 
Onuba  “ abundance  of  grape  bunches.” 
Astarloa  prefers  the  Basque,  and  trans- 
lates Wuetba  as  a “ hill  placed  under 
a height.”  The  water  is  delicious. 
The  vestiges  of  a Roman  aqueduct  are 
fast  disappearing,  having  long  served 
as  a quarry  to  the  boorish  cultivators 
of  the  rich  environs. 

Huelva  is  1G  L.  from  'Seville ; the 
road  is  merely  a bridle  one.  The  chief 
traffic  is  carried  on  by  passage-boats, 
which  navigate  the  Guadalquivir.  The 
land  route  is  as  follows : — 


San  Juan  del  Puerto 
Niebla 

...  2 
. . . 2 . 

4 

Villarasa 

. . . 2 . 

6 

I-a  Palma 

. . . i . 

7 

Manzanilla 

...  2 ■ 

9 

San  Lucar  la  Mayor  . 

...  4 • 

13 

Seville • 

. • . 3 « 

16 

The  country  is  uninteresting,  al- 
though of  extraordinary  fertility  in  oil, 
wine,  fruit,  and  grain.  Niebla,  ac- 
cordingly, has  five  parish  churches, 
and  had  two  convents,  a decent  spiritual 
supply  for  850  inhabitants.  Niebla, 
the  ancient  Ilipla,  lies  between  the 
rivers  Villarasa  and  Beas,  and  has  a 
ruined  castle  and  a most  ancient  but 
dilapidated  bridge.  It  is  the  chief 
town  of  its  county  or  condado,  which 
formed  a small  principality  under  the 
Moors ; here  much  bad  wine  is  made, 
which  is  sent  to  San  Lucar,  and  con- 
verted into  fine  sherry,  neat  as  im- 
ported, 36*.  the  dozen,  bottles  included. 
Palma,  with  some  3500  souls,  is  equally 
dull,  which,  indeed,  may  be  predicated 
throughout  this  fat  district,  which  a 
judicious  traveller  will  carefully  avoid. 

Continuing  R.  vi.,  after  leaving 
Huelva  and  crossing  the  Odiel  is  Lepe, 
Leppa,  near  the  Rio  de  Piedra : it  is 
a poor  town  in  a rich  district;  the 
population,  some  3000,  are  fishermen 
and  smugglers.  Lepe  furnished  the 
Londoners  in  Chaucer's  time  with 
“ rede  and  white  wine,”  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  Pardoner’s  tale,  was  sold  in 
“ Fish  Street  and  Chepe,”  and  “ crept 
subtelly”  into  the  brains  of  the  citizens. 
These  drinks  probably  came  from  Re- 
dondella,  where  the  wines  are  excel- 
lent, and  the  fruit  delicious,  especially 
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the  figs,  the  best  of  which  are  the  Lozio 
and  Pezo  mndo.  Here  grows  the  reed, 
junco,  of  which  the  fine  Andalucian 
ester  as,  floor-mattings,  are  made.  Axja- 
monte,  Sonoba,  Ostium  Anse,  was  the 
city  whence  the  Roman  military  road 
to  Merida  commenced.  An  island  on 
the  Guadiana  is  still  called  Tyro,  and 
vestiges  of  ruins  may  be  traced.  Popu- 
lation, nearly  5000.  It  is  a frontier 
Pla2a  de  armas,  and  in  a sad  state  of 
neglect  There  are  two  parroquias  and 
a ruined  castle.  It  is  the  key  and  port 
of  the  Guadiana;  the  neighbouring 
pine-forests  provide  timber  for  building 
misticos  and  coasting  craft : it  is  a poor 
fishing-place. 

In  the  ninth  century  the  Normans 
or  Northmen  made  piratical  excursions 
on  the  W.  coast  of  Spain.  They  passed, 
in  843,  from  Lisbon  down  to  the  straits, 
and  everywhere,  as  in  France,  over- 
came the  unprepared  natives,  plunder- 
ing, burning,  and  destroying.  They 
captured  even  Seville  itself.  Sept.  30, 
S44,  but  were  met  by  the  Cordovese 
Kalif,  beaten  and  expelled.  They 
were  called  by  the  Moors  Majus,  Mad- 
jous,  Magioges  (Conde,  i.  282),  and  by 
the  early  Spanish  annalists  Almajuzes. 
The  root  has  been  erroneously  derived 
from  Mayor,  Magus,  magicians  or  su- 
pernatural beings,  as  they  were  almost 
held  to  be.  The  term  Madjous  was, 
strictly  speaking,  applied  by  the  Moors 
to  those  Berbers  and  Africans  who 
were  Pagans  or  Muwallads,  t.  e.  not 
believers  in  the  Koran.  The  true  ety- 
mology is  that  of  the  Gog  and  Magog 
so  frequently  mentioned  by  Ezekiel 
(xxxviii.  and  xxxix.)  aad  in  the  Reve- 
lations (xx.  8)  as  ravagers  of  the  earth 
and  nations,  May-Gogg,  “ he  that  dis- 
solveth.” — The  fierce  Normans  ap- 
peared, coming  no  one  knew  from 
whence,  just  when  the  minds  of  men 
were  trembling  at  the  approach  of  the 
millennium,  and  thus  were  held  to  be 
the  forerunners  of  the  destroyers  of  the 
world.  This  name  of  indefinite  gigan- 
tic power  survived  in  the  Mogigangas, 
or  terrific  images,  which  the  Spaniards 
used  to  parade  in  their  religious  festi- 
vals, like  the  Gogs  and  Magogs  of  our 
civic  wise  men  of  the  East.  Thus  An- 
dalucia  being  the  half-way  point  be- 


tween the  N.  and  S.E.,  became  the 
meeting-place  of  the  two  great  ra- 
vaging swarms  which  have  desolated 
Europe : here  the  stalwart  children  of 
frozen  Norway,  the  worshippers  of 
Odin,  clashed  against  the  Saracens 
from  torrid  Arabia,  the  followers  of 
Mahomet  Nor  can  a greater  proof 
be  adduced  of  the  power  and  relative 
superiority  of  the  Cordovese  Moors 
over  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  than 
this  their  successful  resistance  to  those 
fierce  invaders,  who  overran  without 
difficulty  the  coasts  of  England,  France, 
Apulia,  and  Sicily : conquerors  every- 
where else,  here  they  were  driven  back 
in  disgrace.  Hence  the  bitter  hatred 
of  the  Normans  against  the  Spanish 
Moors — hence  their  alliances  with  the 
Catalans,  where  a Norman  impression 
yet  remains  in  architecture  ; but,  as  in 
Sicily,  these  barbarians,  unrecruited 
from  the  North,  soon  died  away,  or 
were  assimilated  as  usual  with  the 
more  polished  people,  whom  they  had 
subdued  by  mere  superiority  of  brute 
force. 

ROUTE  7. — SAN  LL'CAR  TO  PORTUGAL. 


P&lacio  de  Dofla  Ana  ...  4 
Al  Itocio  .........3  . . 7 

Almonte ...3  ..10 

Rocianm  2 ..13 

Niebta 3 ..14 

Triguerog ...2  ..IS 

Gibraleon 2 ..IS 

San  Bartolome 3 ..21 

A loa  Caatillejoa 3 . . 24 


San  Lucar  de  Guadiana  . . 3 . . 27 

The  first  portion  is  some  of  the  finest 
shooting  country  in  Andalucia.  Ma- 
rismillas  is  an  excellent  preserve.  The 
palace  of  Dona  Ana,  a corruption  of 
Onana,  was  the  celebrated  seat  of  the 
Duque  de  Medina  Sidonia,  where  he 
received  Philip  IV.  in  1624.  To  the 
N.  lies  the  Coto  del  Rey,  or  Lomo  del 
Grullo.  The  shooting-box  of  this 
royal  preserve  was  built  last  century 
by  Francisco  Bruna,  the  alcaide  of  the 
alcazar  of  Seville,  under  whose  jurisdic- 
tion these  woods  and  forests  are  or  were. 
Parties  who  come  with  a permission 
from  the  Alcaide  can  be  lodged  in  this 
Palacio,  as  it  is  here  called  ; but  this 
Spanish  palace,  as  often  elsewhere, 
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means,  in  plain  English,  cuatro  pa- 
redes,  four  bare  walls.  A prudent  man 
— experto  crede — will  always  send  on 
a galera  laden  with  everything  from  a 
cook  to  a mattress : take  especially 
good  wine,  for  fuel  and  game  alone 
are  to  be  had.  This  coto  is  distant  8 
L.  from  Seville,  and  the  route  runs 
through 


Bolulloa 3 

Aznalraur 2 . . 5 

Villa  Manriqne 1 ..  6 

El  Coto 2 . . 8 


The  ride  is  wild ; the  first  5 L.  run 
through  the  Ajara/e,  Arabice  Sharaf, 
“ the  nilly  country,”  This  fertile  dis- 
trict, once  called  the  garden  of  Her- 
cules, was  reserved  by  St.  Ferdinand  as 
the  lion’s  share  at  the  capture  of  Seville. 
It  produced  the  finest  Baetican  olives 
of  antiquity,  and  under  the  Moors 
was  a paradise,  but  now  all  is  ruin 
and  desolation.  The  Spaniards  in 
.their  raids  ravaged  everything,  and 
broken  roads  and  bridges  mark  their 
former  warfare.  The  ruins  have  re- 
mained unremoved,  unrepaired,  after 
six  centuries  of  neglect  and  apathy ; 
meanwhile  there  is  not  only  excellent 
lodging  for  owls  in  ruined  buildings, 
but  first-rate  cover  for  game  of  every 
kind,  which  thrive  in  these  wastes, 
where  Nature  and  her  ferae  are  left  in 
undisputed  possession.  No  man  who 
is  fond  of  shooting  will  fail  spending 
a week  either  at  the  Coto  del  Rey,  or 
that  of  Doiia  Ana. 

Leaving  the  last  place,  and  passing 
the  sanctuary  of  our  Lady  of  Dew,  we 
reach  Almonte,  in  the  “ Condado  ” of 
Niebla,  which  is  described  at  p.  29. 

Trigueros  (Cuuistorgis)  was  the  port 
whence  the  ancients  shipped  the  ores 
of  the  Sierra  Morena,  the  Montes  Ma- 
rianos. Gibraleon,  as  the  Arabic  name 
signifies,  is  “ the  hill  of  Color popu- 
lation 25U0 : it  is  a decayed  but  ancient 
place.  San  Lunar  de  Guadiana  is  the 
poor,  ill-provided  frontier  town,  on  its 
river,  which  divides  Spain  from  Por- 
tugal, and  is  navigable  to  the  pic- 
turesque rock-built  Mertola,  5 L. 
Ayamonte  lies  below  San  Lucar,  dis- 
tant about  6 L.  by  water  (see  R.  vi.) : 
we  again  repeat,  let  none  visit  this  r. 


bank  of  the  Guadalquivir,  except  to 
shoot. 

SEVILLE. 

“ Quien  no  ha  vis  to  a Sevilla, 

No  ha  ’:f  to  a maravilta." 

" He  who  has  not  at  Seville  been. 

Has  not,  1 trow,  a wonder  seen." 

Inns. — Fonda  de  Europa,  Calle  Gal- 
legos; charges  30  reals  a day;  La 
Reyna,  Calle  de  Jimios,  an  old  and 
more  genuine  Spanish  posada,  is  kept 
by  a civil  Portuguese ; cold  in  winter, 
it  is  pleasant  enough  in  summer.  The 
fonda  de  la  Castana,  Calle  del  Burro, 
No.  3,  is  kept  by  Naish’s  widow  ; La 
Union,  Calle  de  la  Uniou.  There  are 
many  decent  casas  de  pupilos ; one  is 
in  the  Calle  Gallegos,  and  another  at 
Bustamente’s,  No.  10,  Calle  de  la  Sierpe ; 
the  charges  vary  from  15  to  25  reals 
a day  ; lodgings  also  may  be  had  and 
dinners  sent  from  the  restaurateurs  El 
Suizo,  Calle  de  la  Sierpe,  or  from  Flo- 
re ncio — Fleury  Dreosi,  No.  59,  Calle 
de  Genoa : or  the  traveller  may  dine 
conveniently  at  either,  for  both  live  in 
the  most  frequented  part  of  the  town. 
The  traveller  should  lodge  near  the 
Plaza  San  Francisco,  and  if  he  intends 
to  reside  here  a winter,  in  the  Calle  de 
las  Armas,  or  at  all  events  in  the 
parish  San  Vicente,  which  is  the  aris- 
tocratic quarter ; few  large  houses  are 
to  be  let  furnished : the  rent  for  those 
unfurnished  is  moderate— from  301.  to 
50/.  a year:  a palace,  as  far  as  size 
goes,  may  be  had  for  100/.  a year ; a 
Spanish  house,  at  best,  is  poorly  fur- 
nished, according  to  our  wants  and 
notions,  but  carpets  are  a nuisance  here 
to  every  living  being  except  fleas. 

Those  about  to  nirnish,  will  soon 
find  everything  supplied  at  the  bazaar 
in  the  Calle  de  la  Sierpe,  or  at  the  bro- 
kers’ shops,  which  form  a street  of 
themselves,  running  out  of  the  Plafa 
de  la  Encarnacion ; and  these  chalanes 
will,  when  the  stranger  leaves,  take 
the  things  off  his  hands ; let  no  new 
comer  buy  or  sell  with  these  uncon- 
scionable people,  but  commission  some 
respectable  native ; thus  a house  may 
be  furnished  in  a day  or  two. 

Seville,  being  a place  of  easy  access 
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and  of  great  attractions,  is  more  visited 
than  most  cities  of  Spain  : accordingly 
the  demand  of  foreigners  has  created 
a supply  of  that  useful  personage  the 
regular  lacquey  de  place,  who  is  rarely  ' 
to  be  met  with  in  other  towns.  Among 
them  Antonio  Bailli  can  be  highly  re- 
commended, not  only  as  a good  guide 
in  the  town,  but  for  a courier  or  travel- 
ling servant  throughout  Spain  : he  has 
much  experience  in  that  line,  and 
makes  a capital  factotum  and  drago- 
man to  those  who  cannot  discourse 
eloquent  Spanish.  Antonio  is  fat  and 
good-humoured,  speaks  English  well, 
can  sing  a good  Andalucian  song,  ma- 
nage to  get  up  a gipsy  funcion  cn 
Triana,  &c.  Ac.  Another  very  intelli- 
gent guide  is  Gustave  de  Willinski, 
who  lives  at  No.  34,  Calle  de  Amorde 
Dios,  and  may  be  heard  of  at  the  Eu- 
ropa.  By  birth  a Pole,  he  was  formerly 
a professor  of  languages,  of  which  he 
speaks  many.  Gaetano  Peichler,  an 
ancient  and  good  Cicerone,  lives  at 
No.  3,  Calle  de  los  Menores ; he  is  a 
Spaniard  by  birth,  although  of  German 
origin,  and  speaks  English  well : he 
traffics  also  in  copies  of  pictures,  clay 
figures,  &c.  No  travellers  however 
should  fail  to  consult  Don  Julian  Wil- 
liams, our  excellent  and  obliging  Vice- 
Consul. 

The  fair  sex  will  find  the  Calles 
Francos  and  de  la  Sierpe  the  most 
fashionable  and  best  supplied  shopping 
streets.  Generally  speaking  the  dif- 
ferent trades  dwell,  as  ancieutly  in  the 
East  (Jer.  xxxvii.  21),  in  streets  ap- 
propriated to  themselves;  booksellers 
congregate  in  the  Calle  de  Genoa — 
their  Paternoster-row  ; silversmiths  live 
under  the  arcades  of  the  Plaza  and  in 
the  adjoining  Calle  Chicarreros  : hard- 
ware dealers,  here  called  los  alemanes, 
reside  opposite  the  cathedral ; saddlers 
and  makers  of  the  gaiter,  the  embroi- 
dered national  hot  in,  in  the  Calle  de  la 
Mar:  of  these  Bernardo  Delgado  is 
the  best ; Penda,  Calle  de  la  Borcegue- 
neria,  is  the  crack  majo  tailor ; Mar- 
tinez, Calle  de  Genoa,  is  a good  one  for 
European  raiment.  The  names  of 
many  of  the  streets — Calle  Francos, 
Genoa,  Alemanes,  Placentines,  See.,  are 
the  surest  evidence  that  traffic  was 


chiefly  managed  by  foreigners,  and 
this  even  in  vaunted  Seville. 

The  man  of  letters  will  not  lack  food 
for  the  mind,  as  few  cities  have  had 
more  chroniclers  than  Seville.  The 
best  works  are  Hisloria  de  Sevilla, 
Alonso  Morgado,  fol.,  Sev.  1537  ; His- 
toria  de  Sevilla,  Pablo  de  Espinosa 
de  los  Monteros,  fol.,  2 parts,  Sev. 
1627-30;  Antigiiedades  de  Sevilla , 
Rodrigo  Caro,  fol.,  Sev.  1634  ; Anales 
Ecclesiasticos , Diego  Ortiz  de  Zuniga, 
fol.,  Sev.  1677;  this  excellent  work 
was  continued  down  to  1 700  in  the  2nd 
ed.  by  Espinosa  y Carcel,  5 v.  4to., 
Mad.  1795-96.  Anales  Ecclesiasticos 
y Seglares,  from  1671  to  1746,  by  Lo- 
renzo Baut*  Zuniga,  fol.,  Sev.  1748  ; 
also  Comj>endio  Historico,  Sev.  1766  ; 
and  the  new  ed.  under  the  name  of 
Varfiora:  this  author  also  published 
the  Worthies  of  Seville,  Hijos  de  Se- 
villa, 1796.  Of  modern  guides  there 
is  the  ‘ Guia,'  by  Herrera  Davila,  Sev. 
1832;  Seville  and  its  Vicinity,  by  F. 
H.  Staudish,  Lond.  1 840,  is  a very 
dull,  inaccurate  compilation. 

The  capture  of  Seville  from  the 
j Moors  by  St.  Ferdinand,  a campaign 
of  romance,  has  been  illustrated  by  the 
ballads  and  fine  arts  of  Seville.  The 
student  will  consult  the  Froissart-like 
Chronica  del  Sancto  Bey,  by  Don 
Lucas,  Bishop  of  Tuy,  an  eye- witness, 
fol.,  Valladolid,  1555;  the  Memorial, 
Juan  Pineda,  fol.,  Sev.  1627 ; Acta  S. 
Fcrdinandi,  Daniel  Paperbroeh,  fol., 
Antwerp,  1688  ; the  Fiestas  de  la 
Santa  Iglesia  de  Sevilla,  Fernando  de 
la  Torre  Farfan,  fol.,  Sev.  1672-3: 
this,  one  of  the  few  really  artistical 
books  of  Spain,  is  illustrated  with 
etchings  by  Sevillian  painters.  For 
the  fine  arts  there  are  the  excellent 
Descripcion  Artistica  de  la  Catedral 
de  Sevilla,  Cean  Bermudez,  8vo.,  Sev. 
1804,  and  his  little  volume  on  the 
Pintura  de  la  Escuela  Sevillana,  Ca- 
diz, 1806,  and  the  recent  work  Sevilla 
Artistica,  J.  Colon  y Colon,  Sev. 
1841  ; for  Ecclesiastical  Antiauities 
consult  Florez,  Esp.  Sag.  ix. ; Ponz, 
Viage,  ix. ; Sevilla  Pintoresca,  Jose' 
Amador  de  los  Rios,  4to.,  Sev.  1844. 

There  are  two  plans  of  Seville  : one 
very  large  and  accurate,  by  Vargas  y 
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Machuca,  1788;  the  other  more  con- 
venient for  the  pocket,  by  Herrera  y 
Davila,  1832.  The  streetology  is  diffi- 
cult ; the  town  is  a labyrinth  of  lanes, 
each  of  which  resembles  the  other; 
and  as  the  names  of  many  of  them  were 
very  absurdly  changed  in  1845,  the 
little  duodecimo  street  guide,  or  Calle- 
jero,  published  in  1846  by  Alvarez,  will 
be  useful. 

Before  examining  Seville  as  it  is,  a 
brief  epitome  of  the  past  may  be  pre- 
faced : the  history  and  date  of  its  foun- 
dation is  lost  in  the  obscurity  of  remote 
antiquity,  as  is  pretty  clear,  when  men 
go  to  Hispan  and  Hercules,  who  pro- 
bably never  existed.  The  old  name 
His pal  sounds  very  Punic,  and  is  de- 
rived by  Arias  Montano  from  Sephe/a 
or  Spela,  a plain,  which  is  much  more 
likely  than  a palis,  the  piles  on  which 
it  is  not  built,  a mere  coincidence  of 
sound,  not  sense,  which  misled  San 
Isidoro  (Or.  xv.  1),  a dreadful  “ maker 
of  shots,”  but  who,  being  its  archbishop, 
ought  to  have  known  better.  Ilispal 
was  a Phoenician  settlement  connecting 
Gaddir  with  Cordova : the  Greeks 
changed  the  name  into  ItriroAo,  and  the 
Homans  into  Hispalis,  of  which  the 
Moors  made  Ishbiliah,  whence  Sibilia, 
Sevilla. 

Of  its  ante-Roman  history,  little  is 
known  beyond  the  fact  that  it  was  soon 
eclipsed  by  Italica,  a military  town,  by 
Gades,  a sea-port,  and  by  Cordova,  the 
residence  of  patrician  settlers.  Julius 
Ca*sar  patronised  Seville,  because  Cor- 
dova had  espoused  the  side  of  Pompey, 
having  captured  it  Aug.  9,  forty-five 
years  before  Christ.  He  became  its 
second  founder,  made  it  his  capital,  a 
conventus  juridicus,  or  town  of  assize, 
and  gave  it  the  title  Romula,  the  little 
Rome;  and  even  then  it  was  more  a 
Punic  than  Roman  city,  and  by  no 
means  splendid,  according  to  Italian 
notions  (Strabo,  iii.  208) ; it  was,  how- 
ever, walled  round  (Hirt.  ‘ B.  II.’  35). 

Seville  was  the  capital  of  the  Goths 
until  the  sixth  century,  when  Leovi- 
gild  removed  to  Toledo,  as  being  more 
centrally  situated ; but  Hermenigildus, 
his  son  and  heir,  remained  as  viceroy  ; 
he  relinquished  the  Arian  faith,  de- 
clared against  his  father,  and  was  put 


to  death  as  a rebel ; but  when  the 
Athanasian  Creed  was  finally  intro- 
duced, he  was  canonized  as  a martyr. 
These  religious  wars  were  headed  by 
the  brothers  San  Laureano  and  San 
Isidoro,  successively  Archbishops  of 
Seville,  and  now  its  sainted  tutelars. 
The  former  is  called  the  “ Apostle  of 
the  GothS,”  the  latter  the  “ Egregious 
Doctor  of  Spain.”  (See  Index,  Isi- 
doro.) 

Seville  surrendered  to  the  Moors  at 
once,  after  the  defeat  of  Don  Roderick 
on  the  Guadalete : there  was  treason 
and  dissension  within  its  walls,  for 
the  dethroned  monarch’s  widow,  Egi- 
lona,  soon  married  Abdu-l-aziz,  the 
son  of  the  conqueror  Musa-Ibn-Nosseir. 
Seville  continued  its  allegiance  to  the 
Kalif  of  Damascus  until  the  year  756, 
when  ’Abdu-r-rahmdn  established  at 
Cordova  the  western  Kalifate  of  the 
Beni  Umeyyah  family,  to  which  Se- 
ville remained  subject  until  1031,  when 
that  dynasty  was  overturned,  and  with 
it  the  real  dominion  of  the  Moor.  Then 
the  ill-connected  fabric  split  into  frag- 
ments, and  separate  adventurers  set 
themselves  up  as  kings  over  each  pro- 
vince and  town,  and  rivals  and  ene- 
mies to  each  other.  The  house  divided 
against  itself  could  not  stand,  and  still 
less  at  a moment  when  the  kingdoms 
of  Leon  and  Castile  were  consolidated 
under  St.  Ferdinand,  one  of  their  best 
of  kings,  and  bravest  of  soldiers. 

He  advanced  into  Andaluoia,  taking 
city  after  city,  the  petty  rulers  being 
unable  to  resist  single-handed;  nay, 
partly  from  tribe  hatred  and  partly 
from  selfish  policy,  they  assisted  as 
allies  of  the  Christiaus,  each  bidding 
against  each  other ; thus  Ibn-l-ahmar, 
the  upstart  Sheikh  of  Jaen,  mainly 
contributed  to  the  capture  of  Seville. 
The  city  was  besieged  from  the  S.E. 
side,  at  Tablada,  Aug.  20,  1247  : the 
details  are  a romance,  especially  the 
vision  of  the  Virgin,  the  breaking  of 
the  bridge  of  boats,  and  the  prowess  of 
Diego,  El  Machuca , the  brother  of 
Garoi  Perez  de  Vargas.  These  are 
the  heroes  of  ballads,  and  of  the  poem 
of  the  Conde  de  la  Roca,  El  Fernando , 
o Sevilla  liestaurada,  Milan,  1632:  the 
author  modestly  likened  himself  to 
C 3 
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Tasso,  and  took  San  Isidore  for  his 
Apollo.  Seville  surrendered  Nov.  23, 
1248,  on  el  dia  de  San  Clemente.  The 
citizens  had  previously  been  subject  to 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  but  at  the 
death  of  Arrashid,  their  African  liege 
lord,  in  1 242,  they  had  chosen  a king 
of  their  own,  whom  they  soon  displaced, 
establishing  a sort  of  republican  Junta, 
headed  by  Sakk&f,  the  Axataf  of  Spa- 
nish annals.  After  the  capture  St. 
Ferdinand  divided  the  houses  and 
lands  among  his  soldiers,  and  this 
curious  ‘ Kepartimiento,’  or  Doomsday 
Book  of  Seville,  exists,  printed  in  the 
2nd  vol.  of  Espinosa’s  work,  and  many 
families  can  trace  their  actual  houses 
and  possessions  up  to  this  original  par- 
tition. 

St.  Ferdinand  granted  to  the  city  for 
arms,  himself  seated  on  his  throne,  with 
San  Laureano  and  San  Isidore  for  his 
supporters.  He  died  here,  worn  out  by 
the  hardships  of  the  siege,  May  30, 1252, 
and  was  canonized  in  1668  by  Clement 
IX. ; his  body  was  removed  to  its  pre- 
sent shrine,  in  1729,  by  Philip  V.  All 
these  persons  and  events  form  subjects 
for  the  authors  and  artists  of  Seville, 
and  are  therefore  briefly  stated.  They 
have  been  tersely  summed  up  in  the 
distich  which  is  inscribed  over  the 
Puerta  de  la  Came — 

“ C-ondidit  Alcides — renovavit  Julius  urbem, 

Restituit  Christo  Fernandus  tertius  hero#.” 

This  is  thus  paraphrased  over  the 
Pa.  de  Xerez  : — 

“ Hercules  me  edifice, 

Julio  Cesar  me  ccrcii 
l)e  muros  y torres  alias ; 

( Un  Hey  godu  me  perdiii),  omitted. 

El  Rey  Santo  me  ganu. 

Con  Oarci  Perez  de  Vargas." 

«.  Hercules  built  me ; Julius  Ctesar  sur- 
rounded me  with  walls  and  lofty  towers ; a 
Gothic  king  lost  me;  a saint-like  king  reco- 
vered me,  assisted  by  Garci  Perex  de  Vargas.” 

Seville,  in  the  unnatural  civil  wars 
after  the  conqueror’s  death,  was  the 
only  city  which  remained  faithful  to 
his  son  and  successor,  Alonso  el  Sabio, 
the  learned,  but  not  wise.  He  was  like 
our.pedant  James I., sowell  described  by 
Gondomar,  as  “ The  most  learned  fool 
iu  Christendom,”  and  both  would  have 


made  better  professors  than  kings — ea- 
paces  imperii,  nisi  imperassent.  Alonso 
gave  Seville  the  badge,  which  is  to  be 
seen  carved  and  painted  everywhere. 
It  is  called  El  Noao,  and  is  thus  repre- 
sented : No  8 do  ; the  hieroglyphic  sig- 
nifies No-m’ha  dexa-Do,  “ It  has  not 
deserted  me.”  Madera  in  old  Spanish 
meant  a knot,  and  is  the  Gothic  Ma- 
lacca. 

Seville  continued  to  be  the  capital  of 
Spaiu,  and  especially  of  Don  Pedro, 
who  was  more  than  half  a Moor,  until 
Charles  V.  removed  the  court  to  Val- 
ladolid ; yet  it  remained  faithful — true 
to  the  sun,  although  not  shone  upon— 
during  the  outbreak  of  the  comuneros, 
and  was  rewarded  by  a motto,  “ Ab 
Hercule  et  Csesare  nobilitas,  a se  ipsa, 
fidelitas.”  The  discovery  of  the  New 
World  raised  Seville  to  a more  than 
former  splendour ; it  became  the  mart 
of  the  golden  colonies,  and  the  residence 
of  princely  foreign  merchants.  The 
French  invasion  and  the  subsequent 
loss  of  the  transatlantic  possessions  cast 
her  down  from  her  palmy  pride  of 
place.  The  Junta  risked  the  battle  of 
Ocana  in  despite  of  the  Cassandra 
warnings  of  the  Duke,  and  were  de- 
feated; the  conquerors  then  overran 
Andalucia,  and  in  a few  days  the  heroic 
city  surrendered  (Feb.  2,  1810),  without 
even  a show  of  fight.  Soult  then  be- 
came its  autocrat,  for  he  set  Joseph  at 
defiance.  Here  he  ruled  despotically : 
“ Mercy,”  says  Sehepeler  (iii.  129), 
who  gives  the  appalling  blood-stained 
details,  *•  was  erased  from  his  orders  of 
the  day.”  Toreno  (xx.)  estimates  the 
French  plunder  at  six  millions  sterling. 
As  Moore  at  Sahagun  had  once  before 
saved  the  Andalucians,  now  the  Duke  at 
Salamanca  delivered  them  again,  and 
Soult  fled  from  Seville  Aug.  27, 1813, 
closely  followed  by  Col.  Skerrett.  Sir 
John  Downie,  whose  Spanish  legion 
would  not  fight,  joined  the  English,  who 
would,  and  charged  the  bridge  three 
times ; he  was  wounded  and  taken  pri- 
soner ; yet  threw  back  to  his  followers 
his  sword,  that,  its  honour  might  remain 
unsullied;  it  was  that  of  Pizarro,  and 
had  been  given  to  him  in  reward  of 
previous  valour;  he  was  afterwards 
made  Alcaide  of  the  Alcazar.  The 
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English  entered  Seville  amid  the  rap- 
turous acclamations  of  the  inhabitants, 
thus  delivered  from  French  terrorism, 
scaffolds,  and  confiscation. 

Seville,  in  1 823,  was  made  the  asylum 
of  the  bragging  Cortes,  who  halted  here 
in  their  flight  from  Madrid,  and  who 
again  fled  at  the  first  approach  of  An- 
gouleme;  but  this  capital  of  the  ever 
unwarlike  Andalucians  never  held  out 
against  any  one  except  Espartero  in 
July,  1843.  That  siege  lasted  about 
nine  days,  and  during  six  only  were 
any  bombs  fired.  Accordingly,  less 
than  100  Sevillians  were  wounded,  of 
whom  only  20  died : of  the  assailants 
only  29  were  killed.  Such  was  the 
efficacy  of  the  attack  and  defence  on  a 
city  containing  nearly  100,000  souls. 

Seville,  the  marvel  of  Andalucia,  can 
be  seen  in  less  than  a week,  but  the 
artist  and  antiquarian  may  employ 
some  months  there  with  pleasure  and 
profit  The  best  time  to  visit  this  town 
is  in  the  spring,  before  the  great  heats 
commence,  or  in  autumn,  before  the 
November  rains  set  in.  The  winter  is 
very  wet ; ice  and  snow,  however,  are 
almost  unknown,  except  for  eating, 
when  brought  as  luxuries  from  the 
mountains  of  the  Sierra  Morena : the 
lower  part  of  the  town,  near  the  Ala- 
meda Vieja,  is  often  flooded  by  the  river 
inundations,  but  the  streets  are  provided 
with  malecones  or  hatches,  which  are 
then  shut  down  and  keep  out  the  water. 
The  summer  is  so  very  hot,  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  face  the  sun,  which 
with  every  precaution  can  with  difficulty 
be  reduced  to  84°  Fahr.  in-doors.  How- 
ever, the  town  is  never  more  healthy 
than  during  these  great  heats.  Then 
the  inhabitants  keep  still  in  their  cool 
houses  until  the  evening ; but  this  con- 
finement is  against  the  curious  sight- 
seeing stranger.  Seville  is  one  of  the 
most  agreeable  towns  in  Spain  for  a 
lengthened  residence,  except  in  the  dog- 
days.  It  is  near  Cadiz,  and  Gibraltar  is 
of  easy  access  to  the  Englishman.  The 
shooting  in  the  neighbourhood  is  first- 
rate  ; tne  theatres  are  tolerable ; the 
masquerading  at  carnival  time  enter- 
taining ; the  dances,  both  those  of  the 
stage  and  the  gipsies,  are  truly  national 
and  Oriental.  The  fhirs  of  Mairena 


and  Italica  exhibit  the  Majo  and  Maja 
glittering  in  their  native  sun  in  all 
their  glory.  Seville  is  the  alma  mater 
of  the  bull-fight,  and  the  best  animals 
and  masters  of  the  art  are  furnished 
from  Baetica.  The  religious  functions 
are  unrivalled,  especially  in  the  Holy 
Week  — Corpus  — St  John’s  Day  — 
Christmas,  with  its  Nacimientos , car- 
rols,  and  shepherd  dances — and  the 
winter  Rosarios.  The  ceremonial  of 
the  Semana  Santa  is  second  in  interest 
to  that  of  Rome  alone,  and  is  in  many 
respects  quite  peculiar,  such  as  in  the 
Pasos,  or  painted  and  graven  images, 
which  are  carried  through  the  streets  in 
solemn  procession  ; then  also  the  monu- 
mento,  or  sepulchre  in  which  the  host  is 
buried,  is  lighted  up  in  the  cathedral, 
and  forms  a splendid  sight,  which  must 
be  seen  to  be  really  understood. 

The  city  itself  lies  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Guadalquivir,  which  flows  along 
the  arc  of  its  irregular,  almost  circular 
shape ; the  circumference  is  about  five 
miles : it  is  enclosed  in  Moorish  walls 
of  concrete  or  tapia,  which,  towards 
the  Puerta  de  Cordova,  are  the  most 
perfect  in  Spain,  and  are  provided  with 
66  towers  and  1 5 gates.  Seville  is  the 
see  of  an  archbishop,  having  for  suf- 
fragans—Cadiz,  Malaga,  Ceuta,  the 
Canary  Islands,  and  Teneriffe.  It  was 
once  one  of  the  most  levitical  cities  of 
Spain,  and  contained  140  wealthy  con- 
vents and  churches.  It  is  the  residence 
of  a captain-general,  of  an  audiencia, 
whose  chief  judge  is  called  el  Eegente ; 
it  contains  28  parishes  and  10  suburbs 
or  arrabales,  of  which  Triana,  on  the 
opposite  bank,  is  like  the  Trastevere  of 
Rome,  and  the  abode  of  gipsies  and 
smugglers.  Seville  has  the  usual  pro- 
vincial civil  and  military  establish- 
ments of  all  kinds,  undeserving  of 
notice,  such  as  barracks,  prisons,  hos- 
pitals; a Royal  Alcazar,  a Plaza  de 
Toros , two  theatres,  a liceo,  public 
library  and  museum,  a university,  and 
beautiful  walks;  it  glories  in  the 
titular  epithets  of  muy  leal  y noble,  to 
which  Ferd.  VII.  added  muy  heroica, 
and  Senor  Lopez,  in  1843,  uinvicta,’’ 
after  the  repulse  of  Espartero.  The 
population  exceeds  95,000. 

The  city  is  purely  Moorish,  as  the 
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Moslem,  during  a possession  of  five 
centuries,  entirely  rebuilt  it,  using  the 
Roman  buildings  as  materials.  The 
climate  is  so  dry  and  conservative, 
that  the  best  houses  are  still  those 
erected  by  the  Moors  or  on  their 
models,  aud  most  charming  and  unique 
they  are.  Of  Roman  remains  there 
are,  consequently,  scarcely  any.  The 
Sevillians  pretend  that  the  walls  and 
the  Torre  del  Oro  were  built  by  Julius 
Ccesar,  which  is  sheer  nonsense,  as 
they  are  incontestably  Moorish,  both 
in  form  and  construction.  The  Roman 
city  was  very  small : it  extended  from 
the  Puerto  de  Carne,  through  the 
Plaza  San  Nicolas  and  San  Salvador,  to 
the  Puerto  de  Triana.  In.  the  Calle  de 
los  Marmoles  exists  the  portico  of  a 
Roman  temple;  three  pillars  remain 
built  into  the  Moorish  houses,  with 
their  shafts  deeply  buried  by  the  ac- 
cumulated rubbish.  In  the  Alameda 
Vieja  are  two  Roman  pillars,  moved 
there  in  1574  by  the  Conde  de  Barajas, 
who  was  the  repairing  and  building 
asistente,  or  governor,  of  his  day.  In 
the  Ce.  Abades,  No.  22,  are  some  well- 
preserved  Roman  subgrundaria  OTunder- 
ground  tombs  for  infants,  whose  bodies 
were  never  burnt  on  funeral  piles ; they 
were  discovered  in  1298,  and  thought  to 
be  the  schools  where  the  Moors  taught 
magic  ; they  can  be  descended  into,  and 
are  curious.  In  the  Ce.  de  la  Cttna,  No. 
8,  was  accidentally  discovered  a subter- 
raneous Roman  aqueduct,  which  still 
flows  full  of  fresh  water,  although  its 
existence  is  absolutely  unknown  to  the 
majority  of  Sevillians,  and  no  steps 
have  ever  been  token  to  trace  or  recover 
this  precious  supply.  In  the  Casa  de 
Pilatos  are  some  mutilated  antiques, 
of  the  second-rate  merit,  of  such  sculp- 
ture as  is  usually  found  in  Spain.  In 
the  Museo  are  heaped  up,  as  in  a stone- 
mason’s yard,  a few  antiquities  of  a 
low  art,  found  in  some  road  making 
and  accidental  excavation  at  Italica. 
Don  Juan  Wetherell,  Plaza  San  Bar- 
tolome,  No.  1G,  has  a collection  of 
Roman  and  Mexican  antiquities:  the 
latter  were  formed  in  S.  America  by  a 
judge  named  Gonzalez  Carvajal.  A 
catalogue,  with  lithographic  prints,  was 
published  by  Mr.  W.  atSeville  in  1842. 


Seville  is,  however,  a museum  of 
Moorish  antiquities  and  the  best  place 
to  observe  the  Arabic  ceilings  and 
marqueterie  woodwork,  artesonados  y 
ataraceas  ; the  stucco  panelling,  Ara- 
bicii  Tarkish,  the  lienzos  de  Almizates, 
Almocarbes,  Ajaracas,  and  the  elegant 
window  divided  by  a marble  shaft, 
Ajimes,  an  Arabic  term,  meaning  an 
opening  which  lets  in  the  sunbeam : 
beautiful  specimens  exist  in  the  Al- 
cazar, Calle  Pajaritos,  No.  15,  Casa 
Prieto,  Ce.  Naranjos,  and  Casa  Mon- 
tijo,  behind  the  Parroquia  of  Omnium 
Sanctorum.  A vast  number  of  Moor- 
ish houses  exist,  although  sadly  de- 
graded by  adaptations  to  modem  wants 
and  usages.  The  streets  are  narrow — 
a wise  provision — in  order  to  keep 
them  shady  during  the  heat;  the  ex- 
teriors are  plain,  and  windows  looking 
to  the  streets  were  hardly  known 
before  the  time  of  Charles  V.  They 
are  still  barricaded  with  rejas  or  iron 
gratings,  and  protected  in  summer  by 
an  estera  or  matting,  thus  forming  a 
favourite  al  fresco  boudoir  for  the  fair 
sex.  The  houses  generally  have  an 
entrance  porch,  el  zaguan  (Arabice 
sahan),  which  leads  to  the  cancel  or 
open-worked  iron  gate ; the  interiors 
are  built  with  an  open  square  court- 
yard, patio,  on  each  side  of  which  are 
corredores  supported  by  marble  pillars  ; 
a fuente  or  fountain  plays  in  the 
middle ; this  court  is  covered  over  in 
summer  with  an  awning,  velo,toldo,  and 
becomes  the  drawing-room  of  the  in- 
mates, who,  during  the  summer,  occupy 
the  cool  ground-floor  and  migrate  to 
the  warmer  upper  one  in  winter. 
These  houses  are  rich  in  Moorish 
porcelain  tilings,  which  are  still  called 
azulejos.  This  word,  like  azul,  is 
derived  from  the  Arabic,  but  from  a 
different  root.  The  latter  is  derived 
from  lazurad,  the  lapis  lazuli ; the 
former  from  Zulaj,  Zuleich,  a var- 
nished tile.  Lazurad,  indeed,  strictly 
speaking,  was  borrowed  from  the  Per- 
sian ; die  Arabic  word  blue  beiug 
zaraco,  whence  the  Spanish  zarco, 
which  is  only  applied  to  blue  eyes. 
Most  names  of  colours  in  the  Spanish 
are  derived  from  Arabic  words,  such 
as  Albayalde,  Carmesi,  Gaaldo,  Azul- 
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turqui,  Ruano,  Alazan.  The  Moor 
was  the  chemist  and  decorator,  from 
whom  the  rude  Gotho-Spaniard  learned 
his  arts  and  the  words  to  express  them. 
The  use  of  the  Azulejo  is  very  ancient 
and  Oriental.  Tihe  sapphire  and  blue 
were  always  the  favourite  tints  (Exod. 
xxiv.  10;  Isa.  liv.  11).  The  sub- 
stance is  composed  of  a red  clay,  the 
surface  of  which  is  highly  glazed  in 
enamelled  colours.  The  material  is 
cool,  clear,  and  no  vermin  can  lodge 
in  it.  The  Moors  formed  with  it  most 
ingenious  harlequinades,  combining 
colour  and  pattern. 

The  best  Azulejo  specimens  in  Se- 
ville are  the  Dados  in  the  Ratio  of  the 
Alcazar.  Some  are  Moorish,  others  of 
the  time  of  Don  Pedro,  while  those  in 
the  chapel  were  made  in  1504.  Next  in 
date  comes  the  most  curious  portal  of 
Las  Monjas  de  Sa.  Paula;  then  the 
dados  in  the  Casa  Pilalos,  and  after 
that  the  summer-house  in  the  Alcazar 
garden,  1546  ; of  the  same  period  are 
the  Berruguete  dados  in  the  Alcazar 
library.  Those  at  San  Augustin  were 
designed  in  1611,  when  yellows  were 
all  the  fashion  ; soon  after  the  custom 
-of  representing  monks  and  sacred  sub- 
jects became  very  prevalent.  See,  for 
examples,  the  facade  of  the  church  to 
the  r.  outside  the  Puerla  del  Popolo, 
and  those  in  blue  at  the  Caridad  after 
designs  of  Murillo.  More  than  half 
Seville  is  Moorish,  but  we  shall  only 
select  the  cream ; and  first,  visit  the 
cathedral  tower,  the  GIRALDA,  so 
filled  from  the  vane,  que  giro,  which 
turns  round.  Of  this  beautiful  belfry, 
and  unique  in  Europe,  much  error 
has  been  disseminated.  It  was  built 
in  1196  by  Abu  Jusuf  Yacub,  who 
added  it  to  the  mosque  which  his  illus- 
trious father,  of  the  same  name,  had 
erected.  According  to  Zuniga  (i.  3), 
the  foundations  were  composed  of  de-  i 
6troyed  Roman  statuary:  the  Moors 
attached  such  veneration  to  this  Mued- 
din  tower,  that  before  the  capitulation 
they  wished  to  destroy  it,  but  were 
prevented  by  the  threat  of  Alonso  el 
Sabio  of  sacking  the  city  if  they  did. 

“Abu  Jusuf  Yacub  was  the  great 
builder  of  his  age  (see  also  Conde,  ch. 
49)  ; he  caused  a bridge  of  boats  to  be 


thrown  across  the  Guadalquivir  on  the 
lltli  of  October,  a.d.  1171.  He  built 
also  a portion  of  the  exterior  walls, 
aud  erected  wharfs  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.  He  repaired  the  Roman 
aqueduct  now  known  as  the  Canos  de 
Carmona.  He  raised  the  great 
Mosque  of  Seville,  which  was  similar 
in  design  and  execution  to  the  cele- 
brated Mezquita  at  Cordova;  begun 
in  October,  a.d.  1171,  it  was  com- 
pleted by  his  son  and  successor,  Abu 
Yusuf  Yakub,  who,  in  the  year  of  the 
Hejira  593  (a.d.  1196),  added  tbe 
tower,  the  work  of  Juber,  whom  the 
Spanish  authors  call  Gever,  aud  who, 
from  the  coincidence  of  his  name,  has 
been  reputed,  though  most  erroneously, 
to  have  been  the  inventor  of  algebra.* 
This  tower,  like  the  kootsabea  of  Mo- 
rocco and  the  smaller  and  unfinished 
one  of  Rabat,  also  the  works  of  the 
same  architect,  was,  probably,  erected 
for  the  double  purpose  of  calling  the 
faithful  to  prayer,  and  for  astrono- 
mical observations.  The  original  gilt 
balls  by  w’hich  it  was  surmounted, 
were  thrown  down  during  an  earth- 
quake in  1395.  Thus  much  the  ac- 
curate Gayaugos,  who  has  cleared  away 
the  slough  of  errors  in  which  many 
have  been  engulphed,  aud  threatens  all 
those  who  copy  what  they  find  written 
in  bad  Spanish  and  worse  foreign 
guides. 

The  original  Moorish  tower  was 
only  250  feet  high ; the  additional 
100,  being  the  rich  filigree  belfry,  was 
added,  in  1568,  by  Fernando  Ruiz,  and 
is  elegant  and  attractive  beyond  de- 
scription. It  is  girdled  with  a motto 
from  the  Proverbs  (xviii.  10)  ; Nomen 
Domini  fortissima  turris.  On  grand 
festivals  it  is  lighted  up  at  night,  aud 
then  seems  to  hang  like  a brilliant 
chandelier  from  the  dark  vault  of 
; heaven.  It  is  a square  of  50  feet. 
The  Moorish  ajaracas,  or  sunk  pat- 
terns, differ  ou  each  side.  Observe  the 
elegant  intersecting  arches,  so  common 
in  the  Norman-Saracenic  of  Apulia. 
The  upper  niches  were  painted  in 

* Algebra  is  simply  « contraction  of  the 
Arabic  phrase  Al-iebri,  restoration,  in  contra- 
distinction to  At  MoU'abalah,  reduction. 
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fresco  by  Luis  de  Vargas,  1538-58; 
but  the  work  is  almost  obliterated, 
while  the  subjects  lower  down  have 
been  repainted  and  spoilt  The  ascent 
is  by  easy  ramps.  The  panorama  is 
superb,  but  the  clock,  made  by  a Fran- 
ciscan monk,  one  Jose  Cordero,  1764, 
is  here  considered  the  grand  marvel : 
the  pinnacle  is  crowned  with  El  Gi- 
randiUo,  a female  figure  in  bronze  of 
La  Fe,  the  faith,  a somewhat  strange 
choice  of  sex  and  character  for  what 
should  never  vary  or  be  fickle.  The 
figure  is  truly  Italian,  and  was  cast  in 
1568  by  Bartolome'  Morel.  The  figure 
is  14  feet  high,  weighs  2800  pounds, 
and  yet  veers  with  the  slightest  breeze. 
It  bears  the  Labaro,  or  banner  of  Con- 
stantine. This  belfry  is  the  home  of  a 
colony  of  the  twittering,  careeriug 
hawk,  the  Falco  tinnunculoides.  The 
first  Christian  knight  who  ascended  the 
Giralda  after  the  conquest  was  Lorenzo 
Poro  (Lawrence  Poore),  a Scotchman. 
His  descendant,  the  Marquis  de  Mo- 
tilla,  still  owns  the  ancestral  house  in 
the  Calle  de  la  Cuna.  A Scotch  herald 
will  do  well  to  look  at  the  coats  of  arms 
in  the  Patio. 

The  Giralda  was  the  great  tower 
from  whence  the  mneddin  summoned 
the  faithful  to  prayers;  and  here  still 
are  his  substitutes,  the  bells,  for  they 
are  almost  treated  as  persons,  being  all 
duly  baptized,  before  suspended,  with  a 
peculiar  oil,  which  is  consecrated  ex- 
pressly during  the  holy  week,  and  they 
are  christened  after  saints.  When  .Spa- 
nish campanas  are  rung,  it  is  called  a re- 
pique,  which  is  totally  unlike  our  sweet 
village  bells,  or  impressive  cathedral 
peal.  There  is  no  attempt  at  melody  in 
their  repique,  no  chime,  no  triple  bob 
majors.  The  music  is  devoid  alike  of 
ringer  science,  rural  rustic  melody,  or 
the  solemn  association  of  sounds,  the 
“nighest  bordering  on  heaven.”  The 
campanas  are  headed  with  cross  beams 
of  wood,  almost  of  the  same  weight  as 
the  bells  themselves,  and  are  pulled  at 
until  they  keep  turning  round  and 
round,  head  over  heels,  except  when 
they  are  very  large ; then  the  clapper 
is  agitated  by  a rope,  a golpe  de  badajo. 

The  Giralda  is  under  the  especial 
patronage  of  the  two  Santas  Justina  y 


Rufina,  who  are  much  revered  at  Se- 
ville, and  nowhere  else.  In  a thunder- 
storm, 1504,  they  scared  the  devil,  who 
unloosed  the  winds  to  fight  against  this 
church ; this,  their  standing  miracle,  is 
the  one  so  often  carved,  ana  painted  by 
Murillo  and  others : and,  due  propor- 
tions considered,  these  young  ladies 
must  have  been  at  least  500  feet  high, 
and  a tolerable  match  -for  the  father  of 
all  lies.  The  Royal  Academy  of  Se- 
ville, however,  published  in  1795  a 
learned  dissertation  to  prove  the  au- 
thenticity of  this  miracle.  No  wonder, 
in  July,  1843,  when  Espartero  bom- 
barded Seville,  that  the  people  believed 
that  the  Giralda  was  encompassed  by 
invisible  angels,  headed  by  these  tute- 
lars,  who  turned  aside  every  shot 
These  ladies  were  the  daughters  of  a 
potter  in  Triana,  a low  suburb,  in 
which  coarse  earthenware  is  still  made. 
Morales  has  written  their  biography  in 
8vo.,  Perpinan,  1 598  ; and  Florez,  Esp. 
Sag.  ix.  108.  375,  gives  the  whole  le- 
gend. In  the  year  287  they  insulted 
the  paso,  or  graven  image,  of  Venus 
Salambo,  and  were  put  to  death. 

Of  the  other  Moorish  minaret  or 
mueddin  towers,  observe  those  of  San 
Marcos,  Santa  Marina,  Santa  Catalina, 
and  Omnium  Sanctorum.  That  of  San 
Pedro  has  been  modernised. 

Below  the  Giralda  is  the  Moorish 
Patio  de  los  Naranjos,  the  court  of 
orange  trees,  with  the  original  fountain, 
at  which  the  Moslem  once  performed 
his  ablutions.  Only  two  sides  of  “ this 
court  of  the  house  of  the  Lord,”  this 
-repevos,  or  “ grove,”  remain.  Enter  it 
at  the  N.  by  the  rich  Puerta  del  Per- 
don,  which  was  modernized  in  1519 
by  Bartolome'  Lopez.  Observe  the 
Moorish  arch  and  original  bronze 
doors,  but  the  belfry  is  modern.  The 
terra  cotta  statues  are  by  Miguel  Flo- 
rentin,  1519-22.  The  “Saviour  bear- 
ing his  Cross”  was  by  Luis  de  Vargas, 
for  it  is  ruined  by  repainting.  This 
subject,  the  Via  Crucis,  the  Via  Do- 
lorosa of  the  Italians,  is  commonly 
called  in  Spain  la  calle  de  Amargura, 
the  street  of  bitterness,  from  the  agony 
endured  by  the  Redeemer.  This  door 
suflered  much,  Aug.  7,  1839.  Enter- 
ing to  the  r.  is  the  sagrario,  or  parish 
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chorcb,  and  in  front  the  Gothic  pile, 
and  the  Giralda  rising  like  a mast  of 
the  nave.  To  the  1.  is  a stone  pulpit, 
where  San  Vicente  Ferrer,  and  other 
instigators  of  autos  de  .ft,  have  preach- 
ed (see  the  inscription).  In  the  1. 
corner  a staircase  leads  to  the  chapter 
library,  1m.  Columbina,  so  called  be- 
cause left  to  the  canons  and  book- 
worms by  Fernando,  the  son  of  Colum- 
bus. About  60  years  ago  the  tinea 
et  blatta  were  dusted  out,  and  what 
they  had  not  destroyed  re-arranged. 
It  contains  about  18,000  volumes ; 
among  them  inquire  for  those  books 
which  contain  notes  written  by  the 
great  Columbus  himself,  e.  g.  Opuscula 
Astronomic,  Petri  de  Aliaco ; also 
the  MS.  tract  drawn  up  by  him  when 
in  prison,  to  satisfy  the  Inquisition 
and  prove  that  his  discovery  of  the 
New  World  was  predicted  in  the 
Scriptures.  The  fine  set  of  the  works 
of  Handel  were  given  by  Lord  Wel- 
lesley, whose  recreation  (worthy  son 
of  Lord  Mornington,  a musical  sire) 
was  listening  to  the  high  mass  in  the 
cathedral.  Above  the  book-shelves 
are  hung  portraits  of  archbishops,  and 
the  pictures  themselves  mark  the  rise 
and  decline  of  church  power.  The 
older,  the  Tello,  Albomoz,  Luna, 
Toledo,  Fonseca,  and  Mendoza,  are 
men  of  master  mind,  who  bore  their 
great  commissions  in  their  looks  ; the 
latter,  in  their  blue  and  white  ribands 
and  periwigs,  are  mere  stall  - fed 
courtiers,  Abbes.  The  “cretinised” 
Bourbon  Cardl.  Luis  is  the  climax  of 
the  imbecile.  Thus  the  church  has  de- 
generated with  the  state,  art,  and  coun- 
try. Observe  also  a portrait  of  Fr°' 
Bonifaz,  a physician,  by  Al°-  Cano; 
and  a San  Fernando  by  Murillo,  not 
very  fine.  Inquire  for  the  sword  of 
the  great  Count  Fernando  Gonzalez, 
and  used  by  the  hero  of  Seville’s  con- 
quest, Garci  Perez  de  Vargas,  in  cut- 
ting Moorish  throats,  as  some  verses 
detail.  The  reader  of  Don  Quixote 
and  Spanish  ballads  will  remember 
Don  Diego  el  Machuca,  the  pounder, 
60  called  from  hammering  down  the 
Moors. 

On  the  staircase  observe  the  tomb  of 
Inigo  Mendoza,  1497 ; and  in  the 


Cuarto  de  los  Subsidios,  a Pieta  by 
Juan  Nunez,  one  of  the  earliest  of  Se- 
villian painters:  opposite  the  Puerta 
del  Perdon,  in  the  Sala  de  la  Herman- 
dad  del  Santisimo,  is  a “ Dispute  of  the 
Sacrament,”  by  Herrera  el  Mozo  ; it  is 
affected  and  indistinct.  The  others 
are  by  Arteaga:  observe  a small  infant 
Saviour,  by  Montanes. 

A dark  gate,  where  a horseshoe  of  the 
old  mosque  remains,  leads  into  the  in- 
terior ; here  hangs  what  was  the  cro- 
codile or  Lagarto,  sent  to  Alonso  el 
Sabio,  in  1260,  from  the  Soltan  of 
Egypt,  who  requested  the  hand  of  his 
daughter : the  In&nta  declined  a 
suitor  whose  first  present  scarcely  indi- 
cated the  affectionate.  Here  are  buried 
some  of  los  conquistadores,  the  con- 
querors of  Seville,  e.  g.,  Pedro  del 
Acero,  1265. 

Before  entering  the  cathedral,  walk 
round  the  outside,  which,  with  the 
adjoining  buildings,  offers  a most  in- 
teresting epitome  of  the  rise,  progress, 
and  decline  of  Spanish  architecture : 
here  are  specimens  of  every  style, 
from  the  Moorish  down  to  the  modern 
and  academical ; commence  at  the  N. 
side : observe  the  solid  tapia,  Moorish 
walls,  the  square  buttresses,  the 
bearded  or  flame-fringed  battlements. 
The  elevated  steps  are  called  Las 
Gradas,  the  old  English  “ grees,”  de- 
grees. The  truncated  pillars  belonged 
to  the  mosque,  and,  previously,  to  the 
Roman  temple.  This  terrace  was  long 
the  exchange  of  Seville. 

Those  who  wish  to  see  the  inside  of 
the  cathedral  before  the  outside,  will 
pass  on  now  to  page  4 1 ; continuing 
the  exterior,  and  turning  to  the  E.,  is 
the  Archbishop’s  Palace,  a Churri- 
gueresque  pile  built  in  1697.  The 
staircase  is  handsome;  otherwise  it 
contains  little  worth  seeing  inside,  be- 
ing meagrely  furnished.  Here  Soult 
resided,  when  the  walls  were  adorned 
with  his  precious  collection  of  Spanish 
pictures ; fortunately  he  could  not 
“ remove  ” the  Giralda.  It  was  on  the 
plaza  opposite  that  the  cloaked  Spani- 
ards watched  those  of  their  Jfrance- 
sado  countrymen  who  frequented  the 
foreigner’s  councils  and  feasts,  and  des- 
tined them  to  the  knife-stab.  Some 
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French  officers  one  day  were  admiring 
the  Giralda,  when  a majo  replied,  “y 
con  todo  eso,  no  se  hizd  cn  Paris,”  and 
yet  it  was  not  made  at  Paris. 

Passing  onward  to  the  1.  rise  the 
Moorish  walls  of  the  Alcazar,  while  to 
the  r.  is  the  semicircular  exterior  of 
the  chapel  of  San  Fernando,  adorned 
in  the  heraldic  Berruguete  style  of 
Charles  V. ; next  comes  the  Contaduria, 
or  chapter  counting-house,  pilastered 
in  the  plateresque  balustraded  taste, 
above  which  soars  the  sombre  Gothic. 
The  S.  entrance  of  the  transept  is  un- 
finished ; in  front  is  the  noble  Lotija, 
casa  longa,  the  exchange,  the  long 
room.  This,  although  somewhat  low, 
is  a fine  specimen  of  the  skill  of  Her- 
rera, by  whom  it  was  designed.  For- 
merly, the  money-changers  and  gos- 
sipers  desecrated  the  cathedral,  until 
the  Archbishop,  Christobal  de  Rojas, 
in  1572,  the  year  after  Gresham  had 
opened  the  Royal  Exchange  of  Lon- 
don, petitioned  Philip  II.  to  follow 
this  example,  and  erect  a suitable  casa 
de  contratacion,  or  house  of  contracts, 
for  the  growing  commerce  of  Seville. 
After  infinite  difficulties  Juan  de  Her- 
rera concluded  the  edifice  in  13  years, 
which  was  opened  for  business  Aug. 
14,  1598.  Juan  de  Minjares  was  em- 
ployed in  the  construction.  It  is  an 
isolated  quadrangle,  each  side  being 
200  ft.  wide  by  63  ft.  high  to  the  ante 
pecho.  The  stone  came  from  the 
quarries  of  Martellila,  near  Xerez. 
The  pilasters  and  windows  • are  not 
pleasing,  but  the  Doric  and  Ionic 
Patio  is  magnificent : ascending  a 
marble  staircase  with  modern  jasper 
ornaments  and  an  altarito  of  bad  taste, 
to  the  upper  floor,  is  el  Archivo  de  las 
Indias , the  archives  of  S.  America, 
which  were  arranged  here  by  Charles 
IV.  in  1784;  the  necessary  alterations 
have  ruined  the  proportions  of  the  de- 
sign of  Herrera.  The  papers  were 
brought  together  from  the  scattered 
archives  of  Spain,  and  are  stowed  away 
in  handsome  mahogany  Doric  book- 
cases, in  docketed  bundles,  which  have 
never  been  fully  investigated.  Observe 
the  marble  pavement;  the  inner  corri- 
dor is  modern  and  paltry  : the  portrait 
of  Columbus  is  quite  as  apocryphal, 


and  by  no  means  so  fine,  as  that  by 
Parmigianino  at  Naples.  The  lower 
story  is  appropriated  to  el  consulado, 
the  tribunal  of  commerce.  The  Lonja 
was  scarcely  begun  before  real  com- 
merce departed  ; in  the  Plaza  S • To- 
mas, just  beyond,  No.  15,  is  said  to  be 
the  barber’s  shop  of  the  immortal  Fi- 
garo; every  traveller  who  has  music 
in  his  soul  should  be  shaved  there. 

The  W.  or  grand  facade  of  the  Ca- 
thedral remained  incomplete  until 
1827,  when  the  modern  and  inferior 
work  was  commenced : observe  over 
the  side  doors  the  quaint  figures  in 
terra  cotta,  by  Lope  Marin,  1548  ; the 
contrast  of  expression  in  the  severe 
faces  of  the  males,  and  the  smirking 
females,  is  remarkable. 

The  enormous  over-ornate  pile  to 
the  1.  is  the  Sagrario,  or  parish-church 
annexed  to  the  cathedral.  This  was 
erected  by  Miguel  de  Zumarraga  in 
1618,  when  architecture  was  on  the 
decline,  but  not  finished  until  1662. 
The  interior  consists  of  a single  nave, 
the  size  of  which  has  often  rendered 
doubtful  the  security  of  the  building. 
The  roof,  by  Borja,  is  in  bad  taste,  as 
are  some  jasper  altars  by  the  notorious 
Churrigueresque  Barbas.  The  lletablo 
raised  by  him  was  so  absurd  that  the 
chapter  took  it  down ; it  is  replaced  by 
a grand  lleredos,  which  came  from  the 
Franciscan  convent,  and  is  known  in 
books  of  art  as  that  of  the  Capilla  de 
los  Vizcainos.  The  sculptured  S*-  Ve- 
ronica and  San  Clemente  are  by  Cor- 
nejo ; the  Virgin  with  Christ,  St.  John, 
and  the  Magdalen,  are  by  Pedro 
Roldan,  and  very  fine,  although  their 
effect  has  been  much  injured  by  vile 
tinsel  crowns  and  glories ; by  the 
same  sculptor  is  the  basso  relievo  of 
the  entrance  into  Jerusalem.  The 
door  leading  into  the  cathedral  and 
adorned  with  statues  and  Corinthian 
pillars  is  by  Joseph  de  Arce,  1657. 

The  Cathedral  itself  is  the  largest 
and  finest  in  Spain:  the  solemn  and 
grandiose  or  “ Grandeza  ” is  its  dis- 
tinctive quality,  as  elegance  is  of  Leon, 
strength  of  Santiago,  and  wealth  was 
of  Toledo.  The  site  is  that  of  the  suc- 
cessive temples  of  Astarte,  Salambo, 
and  Mahomet.  The  original  mosque, 
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on  whose  peculiar  quadrilateral  form, 
398  ft.  E.  to  W.,  by  291  N.  to  S.,  it  is 
built,  was  erected  by  Abu  Yusuf  Jacob- 
Al-Mansur,  1163-1178,  and  remained 
uninjured  until  1480,  when  it  was 
pulled  down,  and  this  cathedral  com- 
menced, which  was  opened  for  divine 
service  in  1519.  The  chapter  in  their 
first  conference  determined  to  “ con- 
struct a church  such  and  so  good  that 
it  never  should  have  its  equal.  Let 
posterity,  when  it  admires  it  complete, 
say  that  those  who  dared  to  devise 
such  a work  must  have  been  mad.” 
There  was  method  in  such  madness. 

The  name  of  the  architect  is  not 
known.  It  is  inside  and  outside  a 
museum  of  fine  art,  in  spite  of  hostile 
and  recent  church  spoliations.  It  pre- 
serves the  Basilica  form  of  the  original 
mosque,  being  an  oblong  square ; it  is 
431  ft.  long  by  315ft.  wide;  has  seven 
aisles — the  two  lateral  are  railed  off 
into  chapels  ; the  centre  nave  is  mag- 
nificent, the  height  amazing,  being 
145  ft.,  while  at  the  cimborio  or  tran- 
sept dome  it  is  171  ft. ; the  offices  con- 
nected with  the  cathedral  and  chapter 
are  built  outside  to  the  S. ; the  pave- 
ment in  black  and  white  chequered 
marble  is  superb.  It  was  finished  in 
1 793,  and  cost  the  here  and  then  enor- 
mous sum  of  155,304  dollars. 

On  entering  the  cathedral,  at  the 
west  end  of  the  centre  aisle,  lies  buried 
Fernando,  son  of  Columbus,  or  Colon , 
as  Spaniards  call  him.  Observe  the 
quaint  caravels,  or  ships  of  the  navi- 
gator, and  the  motto ; it  is  short,  but 
the  greatness  of  the  deed  suffices : A 
Castilla  y a Leon,  nuevo  mundo  did 
Colon ; read  also  the  touching  epitaph 
of  his  son.  Many  travellers  describe 
this  as  the  tomb  of  Columbus  himself, 
who  died  at  Valladolid,  and  whose 
bones  at  last  rest  in  the  Havana,  while 
the  ever  inaccurate  Chateaubriand  ob- 
serves, “ Christophe  Coloinb,  aprOs 
avoir  decouvert  un  monde,  dort  en 
paix  a Seville,  dans  la  chapelle  des 
rot's”  (Congr.  de  Ver.  45). 

Over  this  grave-stone,  during  the 
holy  week,  is  erected  the  monumento, 
an  enormous  wooden  temple,  in  which 
the  host  is  deposited.  It  was  designed 
and  executed  in  1544,  by  Antonio 


Florentin,  and  originally  consisted 
only  of  three  stories,  terminated  by  a 
cross,  but  subsequent  additions  were 
made  in  1624  and  1688,  which  have 
injured  the  effect,  and  rendered  the 
whole  out  of  proportion  for  the  cathe- 
dral. However,  when  lighted  up  dur- 
ing the  night  of  Thursday  and  Good 
Friday,  after  the  host  is  enclosed  in 
the  silver  custodia,  the  effect  is  most 
marvellous,  and  there  is  nothing  like 
it  in  Spain  or  Italy. 

In  the  cathedral  there  are  93  win- 
dows ; the  painted  ones  are  among  the 
finest  in  Spain:  the  earliest  are  by 
Micer  Christobal  Aleman,  1 504.  Ob- 
serve the  “ Ascensions,”  the  “ Magda- 
len,” a “ I-azarus,”  and  an  “ Entry 
into  Jerusalem,”  by  Arnao  de  Flandres 
and  his  brother,  1525:  and  the  “ Re- 
surrection,” in  the  Capilla  de  los 
Doncelles,  by  Carlos  de  Bruges,  1 558. 
These  artists  were  foreigners  and  Fle- 
mings, as  their  names  denote.  Ad- 
vancing up  the  aisle,  the  grandeur  of 
which  is  broken  up  by  the  coro,  observe 
its  trascoro,  a rich  frontage  of  Doric 
work,  with  precious  marbles.  The 
picture  over  the  altar  is  extremely 
ancient.  The  poor  “ San  Fernando”  is 
by  Pacheco,  1 633.  Two  doors  on  each 
side  lead  into  the  coro  ; the  four  bas- 
reliefs  were  made  at  Genoa.  Above 
rise  the  enormous  organs;  the  pali- 
sadoes  of  pipes  and  cumbrous  orna- 
ments are  churrigueresque  and  inap- 
propriate, but  as  instruments  the  deep- 
swelling tones  are  magnificent : that 
to  the  1.,  al  lado  de  la  Epistola,  was 
made  by  Jorge  Bosch  in  1792:  it  is 
said  to  have  5300  pipes  and  1 10  stops 
more  than  that  of  Haerlem. 

Before  entering  the  Coro  observe 
its  Kespaldos  and.  the  cinque -cento 
capilla  de  San  Agustin,  and  the  ex- 
quisite Virgin  carved  by  J uan  Marti- 
nez Montaiies,  the  Phidias  of  Seville 
(ob.  1640).  This  was  the  favourite 
model  of  his  great  pupil  Al°-  Cano. 
The  tasteless  chapter  have  disfigured 
her  gentle  serious  dignity  with  vile 
gewgaws,  repugnant  alike  to  good 
taste,  as  to  the  lowly  character  of  the 
Lord’s  handmaid. 

The  coro  is  open  to  the  high  altar, 
and  is  railed  off  by  a fine  reja,  the 
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■work  of  Sancho  Munoz,  1519.  The 
Silleria  del  Coro  was  carved  by  Nuno 
Sanchez  1475,  Dancart  1479,  and 
Guillen  1548.  Of  the  117  stalls  ob- 
serve the  archiepiscopal  throne  in  the 
centre  : the  elegant  facistol  is  by  Bar- 
tolome  Morel,  1570.  In  the  entre  los 
coros  is  put  up  during  Easter  week  the 
exquisite  bronze  candlestick,  25  feet 
high,  called  El  Tenebrario,  and 
wrought,  in  1562,  by  the  same  Morel: 
when  the  miserere  is  sung  in  the  holy 
week  it  is  lighted  with  thirteen  can- 
dles : twelve  are  put  out  one  after  an- 
other, indicating  that  the  apostles  de- 
serted. Christ ; one  alone  of  white  wax 
remains  burning,  and  is  a symbol  of 
the  Virgin,  true  to  the  last  Here  also 
at  Easter  is  placed  the  Cirio  pasqual 
or  “ fount  candle,”  which  is  in  size 
equal  to  a large  marble  pillar. 

Before  ascending  the  steps  to  the 
high  altar  observe  the  two  pulpits  and 
the  reja  principal,  made  in  1518,  by 
the  lay  Dominican  Fr°  de  Salamanca : 
those  at  the  sides  are  by  Sancho  Munoz, 
1518,  and  are  first-rate  specimens. 
The  Gothic  lletahlo  of  the  high  altar, 
divided  into  44  compartments,  is  un- 
equalled; designed  m 1482  by  Dan- 
cart,  it  was  finished  in  1 550  : it  is  said 
to  be  made  of  alerce,  with  which  the 
plain  of  Tablada,  near  Seville,  was 
covered  in  the  time  of  the  Goths  (Mor- 
gado,  96).  The  carvings  represent 
sacred  subjects  from  the  New  and  Old 
Testament  and  the  life  of  the  Virgin. 
The  Alfonsine  tables,  which  are  usually 
placed  on  the  altar,  contain  the  relics 
collected  by  Alonso  el  Sabio.  The  silver 
work  and  frontage  of  the  altar,  as  also 
the  atriles,  are  the  work  of  Fr°-  Al- 
faro. The  llespaldo  del  altar  of  richest 
Gothic  is  by  Gonzalo  de  Rojas,  1 522 ; 
the  terra-cotta  figures  are  by  Miguel 
Florentin,  1523.  Here  in  a small  room 
are  some  curious  pictures  by  Alejo 
Fernandez,  in  the  half-gilded  Byzan- 
tine style.  Here  hung  the  two  superb 
Murillos — the  “Birth  of  the  Virgin” 
and  the  “ Repose  in  Egypt,”  which 
M.  Soult  “ removed."  The  Marshal  one 
day  showing  Col.  Gurwood  his  “ col- 
lection ” at  Paris,  stopped  opposite  a 
Murillo,  and  said,  “ I very  much  value 
that,  as  it  saved  the  lives  of  two 


] estimable  persons;”  an  aide-de-camp 
whispered,  “ He  threatened  to  have  both 
shot  on  the  spot  unless  they  gave  up  the 
picture.” 

Walking  round  the  lateral  chapels, 
and  beginning  at  the  door  of  the  Sa- 
grario,  is  that  de  Ion  Jacomes.  Observe 
a retouched  Roelas.  In  the  next  cha- 
pel, la  de  la  Visitacion,  is  a Eetablo 
painted  by  Pedro  Marmolejo  de  Vil- 
legas, born  at  Seville,  1520-1617,  and 
an  imitator  of  the  Florentine  school. 
Observe  the  portrait  of  Diego  de  Rol- 
dan, who  gave  this  Retablo.  In  the 
Ca.  de  iV.  §.  del  Consuelo  is  a “ Holy 
Family,”  the  masterpiece  of  Alonso 
Miguel  de  Tobar,  the  best  of  Murillo’s 
pupils,  1678-1758.  Then,  passing  the 
grand  door,  is  the  precious  “ Angel  de 
la  Guarda,”  a guardian  angel  holding 
a sweet  child,  by  Murillo : next,  a fine 
“Nativity,”  by  Luis  de  Vargas,  who 
may  be  called  the  Pierino  del  Vago  of 
Seville,  1502-1569.  In  Ca.  de  San 
Laureano,  observe  the  tutelar  saint 
walking  without  his  head : in  these 
miracles,  cent  le  premier  pas  qui  coate. 

In  the  next  chapel  of  Santa  Ana  is  a 
Retablo  of  the  date  1504,  with  very 
curious  costumes,  painted  with  all  the 
defects  of  Juan  Valdes  Leal,  1630- 
1691,  the  rival  and  foe  of  Murillo.  A 
door  now  leads  to  the  archives,  which 
are  very  perfect:  the  chapter  sent 
them  to  Cadiz,  and  they  thus  escaped 
being  made  into  cartridges  by  the  in- 
vaders. Adjoining  is  the  Mayordomia. 
N.  B.  Examine  ue  splendid  choral 
books.  Returning  to  the  cathedral  in 
the  Ca.  San  Josef,  observe  a “ Nati- 
vity,” by  Fr°-  Antolinez,  ob.  1676 ; 
and  a marriage  of  the  Virgin  by 
Valdes  Leal ; and  in  the  next,  a statue 
of  San  Hermenigildo,  by  Montanes ; 
and  the  magnificent  tomb  of  the 
Archb.  Juan  de  Cervantes,  ob.  1453, 
the  work  of  Lorenzo  de  Mercandante. 
In  the  Sacristia  de  la  Antigua  are  a- 
few  paintings  by  Antolinez,  el  Griego, 
Zurbaran,  Morales,  and  some  flower- 
pieces,  by  Arellano,  1614-1776.  The 
chapel  is  one  of  the  Sancta  Sanctorum. 
Observe  the  marble  Retablo  ; the  silver 
railing,  with  the  words  “ Ave  Maria 
and  the  ancient  picture,  which  re- 
mained even  in  the  Moorish  mosque, 
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and  miraculously  introduced  San  Fer- 
dinand into  Seville.  A 4to.  volume  was 
written  on  this  Palladium  of  the  city 
by  Antonio  de  Solis,  Vallestilla  Sevilla, 
1739.  It  is  painted  in  the  style  of 
Cimabue.  The  fine  plateresque  tomb 
of  “ the  great  ” Cardinal  Mendoza, 
erected  in  1 509,  is  by  Miguel  Floren- 
tin ; and,  opposite,  that  of  Archb.  Luis 
de  Salcedo,  a feeble  imitation,  in  1741. 
The  frescoes  were  painted  by  Domingo 
Martinez. 

Now  advance  into  the  transept,  and 
look  up  at  the  Gothic  balconies  of  the 
galleries.  The  mahogany  clock  is  in 
the  worst  French  and  modern  taste. 
To  the  r.  of  the  Puerto,  de  la  Lonja  is  j 
the  celebrated  “ La  Gtneracion  ” of  : 
Luis  de  Vargas.  The  breast  of  Eve  | 
was  covered  by  the  prudish  chapter.  ' 
This  truly  Italian  picture,  and  his  mas-  i 
terpiece,  is  also  called  “ La  Gamba,”  ! 
from  the  leg  of  Adam,  which  Mateo  i 
Perez  de  Alesio  is  said  to  have  said 
was  worth  more  than  all  his  colossal 
“ Saint  Christopher,”  which  he  painted 
opposite  in  fresco  in  1584,  and  which  is 
32  ft  high.  His  image  is  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  Spanish  cathedrals,  of  huge 
size,  in  order  that  all  may  see  him, 
because  those  who  look  on  him  cannot 
come  on  that  day  to  an  evil  death. 
He  carries  the  infant  Saviour,  who 
holds  the  globe  in  his  hand,  over  a 
river— Chnstoferos.  In  the  Ca.  de  la 
Santa  Cruz  is  a “ Descent”  by  Pedro 
Fernandez  de  Guadalupe,  1527.  Next 
enter  the  most  elegant  Sacristia  de  los 
Calices,  designed  in  1530  by  Diego  de 
liiano.  Observe  the  Tintoret-like  por- 
trait of  Contreras,  painted  in  1541  by 
L.  de  Vargas ; and  the  nun  Dorothea, 
by  Murillo,  in  1674;  a “Saviour,”  by  j 
Roelas ; and  a fine  “ St  Peter,”  by  , 
Herrera  el  viejo.  The  patronesses, 
Santas  Rufina  and  Justina, were  painted 
in  1817  by  Goya:  the  fit  models  for 
this  David-like  abomination  were  two 
notorious  frail  ladies  of  Madrid  named 
Ramona  and  Sabina. 

The  architecture  of  this  Sacristia  is 
in  the  transition  style,  when  the  Gothic 
was  giving  place  to  the  Grteco-Romano 
and  plateresque.  Here  lie  some  of  the 
Conquistadores  de  Sevilla.  Observe  the  1 
marble  tables  and  pavement.  In  the  ! 


next  chapel  are  four  tombs  of  armed 
knights  and  ladies.  Enter  the  ante-sala 
of  the  Sacristia  mayor ; observe  the 
trunk-like  roof  and  the  cardinal  virtues 
in  niches.  In  the  Sacristia,  observe 
the  plateresque  carved  door,  and  the 
armarios,  or  plate-chests,  by  Pedro 
Duque  Cornejo,  1677-1757,  pupil  of 
Roldan.  The  fine  Sacristia,  the  tri- 
umph of  the  rich  plateresque,  was  built 
by  Diego  de  Riano,  1530.  The  dresses 
of  the  clergy  are  kept  in  new  presses 
made  in  1819  by  order  of  a barbarian 
Canon  named  Santos,  who  destroyed 
the  glorious  old  ones  of  Guillen,  1548, 
a few  of  whose  Michael  Angelesque 
panels  are  let  into  the  modern  wood- 
work. 

Observe  the  Custodia,  wrought  in 
1580  by  Juan  d’Arfe,  the  Cellini  of 
Spain.  This  masterpiece  was  unfortu- 
nately “ beautified  and  repaired  ” in 
1668,  by  Juan  de  Segura,  during  the 
Immaculate  Conception  mania,  who 
placed  the  Virgin  in  the  position  of  the 
original  figure  of  Faith.  Observe  the 
two  full-length  Murillos,  painted  in  a 
bold  style  in  1655  ; that  representing 
San  Leandro  was  the  portrait  of  Alonzo 
de  Herrera,  Apuntador  del  Coro,  and 
that  of  San  Isidoro  is  of  Juan  Lopez 
Talavan.  The  “Descent”  from  the 
cross,  over  the  altar,  is  by  Pedro  Cam- 
pana,  who,  born  at  Brussels  in  1503, 
was  one  of  the  first  to  introduce  the 
Italian  style;  and  this,  painted  in  1548, 
and  considered  his  finest  work,  became 
the  marvel  and  model  of  Seville,  be- 
cause new  in  style  to  their  eyes : now 
it  seems  hard  and  stiff ; yet  before  it 
Murillo  used  to  stand,  watching,  as  he 
said,  “ until  the  Saviour  should  be 
taken  down,”  and  before  it  he  desired 
to  be  buried : it  then  decorated  the 
altar  of  his  parish  church,  La  Santa 
Cruz,  which  the  French  levelled  and 
cast  out  the  artist’s  dust  to  the  winds ; 
they  then  broke  the  picture  into  five 
pieces,  which  was  left  so,  until  the 
English  drove  them  out;  then  the 
chapter  employed  Joaquin  Cortes,  who 
was  occupied  for  three  months  in  the 
restoration. 

Underneath  it  are  kept  the  usual 
assortment  of  bones  and  relics:  ob- 
serve the  identical  keys  presented  to 
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St.  Ferdinand  when  Seville  surren- 
dered : that  given  by  the  Jews  is  of  iron 
gilt,  and  the  wards  represent  the  words 
“ Meleeh  hammelakim  giphthohh  Me- 
lek  kolhaaretz  gabo,” — the  King  of 
kings  will  open,  the  king  of  all  the 
earth  will  enter : the  other,  of  silver- 
gilt,  has  the  words  Dios  abriru  Key 
entrara : these,  indeed,  are  real  relies. 

In  a court  to  the  r.  is,  or  rather  was, 
the  church  treasury,  for  Soult  pretty 
well  emptied  the  chests ; a few  of  the 
Virils  and  candlesticks  remain,  of 
which  observe  those  called  las  Al- 
phonsinas,  and  a cross  made  in  1580 
by  Merino.  The  lletablo  of  the  Ca.  del 
Marischal  contains  some  of  the  latest 
and  finest  works  of  Campana,  and 
shows  how  much  he  improved  after 
seeing  the  elegant  L.  de  Vargas.  In 
the  Ante-Cabildo  are  some  marble  pi- 
lasters, statues,  and  medallions  made 
at  Genoa,  with  inscriptions  by  Fr°-  Pa- 
checo : in  a little  court-yard  is  an 
inscribed  Gothic  stone  relating  to 
Bishop  Honoratus,  successor  to  San 
Isidoro,  a.d.  641. 

The  Sala  Capitular,  or  chapter- 
house,  is  another  of  Riano’s  exquisite 
plateresque  saloons;  built  in  1530, 
it  is  elliptical,  50  ft.  long  by  34  ft. : 
observe  the  marble  pavement,  worked 
to  correspond  with  the  elaborate  ceil- 
ing. The  beautiful  “ Concepcion  ” is 
by  Murillo ; “ St.  Ferdinand  ” is  by  Pa- 
checo ; and  the  “ Four  Virtues,  with 
Shields  and  Children,”  by  Pablo  de 
Cespedes,  the  learned  painter-poet  of 
“Cordoba,”  1538, 1608.  The  16  marble 
medallions  were  made  at  Genoa  ; the 
eight  ovals  between  the  windows  are 
by  Murillo.  In  the  Sala  Capitular  de 
abajo  are  full-length  royal  portraits 
from  Alonso  III.  down  to  Charles  V. 
Observe  the  cinque-cento  cornice,  the 
medallions,  the  pavement  with  the  No 
Do  of  Seville,  lieturning  through  the 
Ca.  del  Marischal,  to  the  Contaduria 
Mayor,  is  a “ St.  Ferdinand,”  by 
Murillo,  a “ Sacrifice  of  Abraham,” 
and  a “ Rufina  and  Justina,”  by  Pablo 
de  Cespedes ; here  are  kept  the  chapter 
accounts. 

The  first  chapel  on  the  E.  end,  called 
de  la  “ Concepcion ,”  is  in  degenerate 
cinque-cento:  here  lies  buried  Gon- 


zalo  Nunez  de  Sepulveda,  who,  in 
1654,  endowed  the  September  “ Oc- 
tave ” in  honour  of  the  “ Immaculate 
Concepcion.”  Observe  the  pictures 
treating  of  that  mystery ; the  large 
crucifix  has  been  attributed  to  Alonso 
Cano.  At  this  Octave  and  at  Corpus, 
the  Quiristers  or  Seises  (formerly  they 
were  six  in  number)  dance  before  the 
high  altar  with  castanets  and  with 
plumed  hats  on  their  heads : dressed 
as  pages  of  the  time  of  Philip  III.,  they 
wear  blue  and  white  for  the  festivals 
of  the  Virgin,  red  and  white  for  Corpus. 

The  Capilla  Real  is  almost  a church 
by  itself,  with  its  regular  staff  of 
clergy.  Built  in  1541  by  Martin  de 
Gainza  it  is  inferior  to  the  saloons  of 
Riano,  for  the  plateresque  was  then 
going  out  of  fashion;  it  is  81  ft.  long, 
59  wide,  130  high,  and  is  entered  un- 
der a lofty  arch.  The  statues  of  the 
apostles  and  evangelists  were  sculp- 
tured by  Lorenzo  del  Vao  and  Campos 
in  1553,  from  designs  by  Campana. 
The  Keja  is  of  the  bad  period  of  Car- 
los III. : here  are  the  tombs  of  Alonso 
el  Sabio  and  Queen  Beatrix,  and  me- 
dallions of  Garci  Perez  and  Diego 
Perez  de  Vargas.  The  Reto.,  by  Luis 
Ortiz,  1647,  is  in  vile  taste;  over  the 
altar  is  placed  the  Virgen  de  los  Reyes, 
a miraculous  image  given  to  St.  Ferdi- 
nand by  his  cousin  St.  Louis  of  France. 
St.  Ferd.  lies  before  it  stretched  out  in 
a silver  and  glazed  Uma,  made  in 
1729  ; the  body  is  nearly  perfect,  and 
is  displayed  on  May  30,  Aug.  22,  Nov. 
23,  and  none  should  fail  to  attend  the 
military  mass,  when  troops  are  marched 
in  and  the  colours  lowered  to  the  con- 
queror of  Seville : observe  the  original 
sepulchre  of  the  king,  on  which  the 
Urna  is  placed,  with  the  Spanish,  He- 
brew, Latin,  and  Arabic  epitaphs 
composed  by  his  son,  Alonso  el  Sabio. 
Florez  has  published  a quarto  on  them, 
Elogios  del  S°-  Rey,  Mad.  1754.  The 
sword  of  St.  Ferd.  is  kept  in  this  cha- 
pel, and  used  to  be  taken  out  on  all 
grand  expeditions ; and  on  his  saint’s 
day  a sermon,  el  de  la  espada,  is 
preached,  in  which  its  virtues  are  ex- 
pounded. In  this  chapel  also  is  buried 
Maria  de  Padilla,  the  mistress  of  Pedro 
el  Cruel. 


y Google 


Seville. 


ROUTE  7. — SEVILLE — THE  ALCAZAR. 


45 


The  Retablo  iu  the  Ca.  de  San  Pe- 
dro in  the  Herrera  style  contains  pic- 
tures by  Fr°-  Zurbaran,  1598-1G62: 
observe  the  lock  of  the  grating  *•  Cer- 
rojo  de  la  Reja,”  made  by  Cordero. 
This  corner  of  the  cathedral  is  too 
dark  to  see  anything  well ; in  the  north 
transept  is  a charming  “ Na-  Sa’  de 
Belem,”  or  a delicious  “ Virgin  and 
Child,”  by  Alonso  Cano.  In  the  Ca. 
de  San  Francisco  is  the  “ Assump- 
tion of  the  Tutelar,”  one  of  the  best 
works  of  the  presumptuous  Herrera  el 
Mozo. 

The  window,  painted  in  1556,  is  re- 
markable. In  the  Ca.  de  Santiago  is 
au  indifferent  “ Tutelar  riding  over 
Moors,”  by  Juan  de  las  Hoelas  (1558- 
1625).  The  painted  window,  the 
“ Conversion  of  St.  Paul,”  1560,  is 
full  of  the  richest  reds  and  blues ; the 
“San  Lorenzo”  is  by  Valdes.  Observe 
the  tomb  of  Archbishop  Vargas,  ob. 
1362,  era  1400  ; and  in  the  next  chapel, 
that  of  Baltazar  del  Rio,  Bishop  of 
Sea  las  1518,  a friend  of  Leo  X.  The 
arch  is  Italian  work ; the  last  chapel 
contains  the  Vila  or  font,  with  the  Gi- 
ralda  windows,  painted  in  1685.  Here 
is  the  large  aud  much-admired  “ San 
Antonio’’  of  Murillo:  the  infant  Sa- 
viour attended  by  cherubs  visits  the 
kneeling  monk;  unfortunately  it  was 
in  1833  cruelly  retouched,  and  ba- 
nado,  or  daubed  over,  by  Gutierrez. 
This  once  noble  work  was  painted  in 
1656  in  Murillo’s  best  period.  Mons. 
Viardot  and  the  stupid  verger  tell  an 
idle  tale  that  “ Our  Duke”  offered  to 
cover  this  gigantic  picture  with  ounces 
of  gold,  but  that  the  chapter  declined. 
But  it  is  quite  common  in  Spain,  when 
the  value  of  anything  is  wished  to  be 
enhanced,  to  say,  “ An  Englishman 
bid  so  and  so  for  it”  This  at  least  is 
a compliment  to  our  honesty ; we  do 
not  rob,  but  are  willing  to  pay  for  what 
we  have  the  taste  to  admire.  No  French 
offer  of  cash  is  ever  cited. 

This  cathedral  should  be  visited  at 
different  times  of  the  day  and  evening, 
in  order  to  fully  estimate  the  artistieal 
changes  and  effects  of  light  and  shade. 
The  interior  is  somewhat  dark,  but  it 
is  a gorgeous  gloom,  inspiring  a reli- 
gious sentiment,  chastening,  not  chill- 


ing, solemn,  not  sad.  The  sun,  about 
two  o’clock,  falls  on  the  Holy  Rood 
over  the  Retablo,  and  produces  a 
splendid  effect.  The  cathedral  is 
always  thronged  not  only  by  the  de- 
vout, but  by  idlers,  sinners,  and  beg- 
gars. The  sexes  are  not  allowed  to 
walk  about  or  talk  together;  celadores 
and  pertiyueros,  beadles  and  vergers, 
keep  guard,  and  papal  excommunica- 
tions are  suspended  in  terrorem ; nor 
are  women  allowed  to  enter  after  ora- 
ciones,  when  darkness  comes  on,  and 
the  pretext  of  “ going  to  church”  fa- 
vours love  meetings,  &c. 

Now  visit  the  Alcazar  ; but  first  ob- 
serve a singular  Moorish  skew-arch, 
in  a narrow  street  leading  to  the 
Puerta  de  Xerez,  which  proves  that 
the  Moors  practised  this  now  assumed 
modern  invention  at  least  eight  cen- 
turies ago.  The  Alcazar  is  entered 
by  two  gates,  either  by  that  de  las 
Banderas,  where  the  colours  are 
hoisted  when  the  king  is  residing,  or 
by  that  de  la  Monteria,  from  whence 
he  sallied  forth  to  the  chace.  The 
grand  portal  is  quite  Moorish,  yet  it 
was  built  by  Don  Pedro,  the  great 
restorer  of  this  palace.  At  this  period 
the  elaborate  Oriental  decorations  of 
the  Alhambra  were  just  completed  by 
Yusuf  I.;  and  Pedro,  who  was  fre- 
quently on  the  best  terms  with  the 
Moors  of  Granada,  desirous  of  adopt- 
ing that  style,  employed  Moorish 
workmen.  Observe  the  delicate  ara- 
besques, the  pillar-divided  windows, 
ajimezes,  and  the  carved  soffit.  The 
quaint  Gothic  inscription  almost  looks 
like  Cufic ; it  runs  thus : “ El  muy 
alto,  y muy  noble,  y muy  poderoso, 
y conquistador  Don  Pedro,  por  la 
gracia  de  Dios,  Rey  de  Castilla  y de 
Leon,  mando  facer  estos  alcazares  y 
estas  facadas  que  fue  hecho  en  la  era 
mil  quatro  cientos  y dos that  is,  a.d. 
1364. 

This  royal  residence — Alcasar — al- 
Kasr,  the  house  of  Cicsar,  occupies 
the  site  of  that  of  the  Roman  praetor ; 
it  was  rebuilt  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
centuries,  by  Jalubi,  a Toledan  archi- 
tect, for  Priuce  Abdu-r-rahmau  An- 
na'ssir  Lidin-Allah  [the  defender  of 
the  religion  of  God]. 
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It  has  been  much  altered  by  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  and  Charles  V.,  and 
Frenchified  by  Philip  V.,  who  subdi- 
vided the  noble  saloons  with  paltry 
lath  and  plaster  tabique.  Don  Pedro 
repaired  the  whole  of  the  western  side, 
and  his  painted  ceilings  still  remain,  as 
the  badge  of  the  Banda  evinces.  Isa- 
bella erected  the  pretty  chapel  up- 
stairs. Charles  V.  was  here  married 
to  Isabella  of  Portugal,  and  being  of 
chilly  habits,  put  up  the  fire-places  in 
the  second  floor  to  the  E.  He  also 
repaired  the  stucco  lienzos  of  the  grand 
patio.  Philip  II.  introduced  the  por- 
traits into  the  hall  of  ambassadors ; 
Philip  III.,  in  1610,  built  the  ar- 
moury', and  Philip  V.,  in  1733,  the  pil- 
lared Apeadero:  here  he  resided  in 
morbid  seclusion  for  two  years,  amus- 
ing himself  with  religious  penances 
and  fishing  in  his  pond.  The  ojtcinas 
over  the  baths  of  Padilla  were  erected 
by  Ferd.  VI.  This  Alcazar  was  bar- 
barously whitewashed  in  1813,  when 
much  of  the  delicate  painting  and 

filding  was  obliterated,  as  at  the  Al- 
ambra  in  1832.  Some  partial  resto- 
rations of  portions  to  their  primitive 
brilliancy  have  been  since  made. 

On  entering,  the  columns  in  the 
vestibule  are  Homan,  with  Gothic 
capitals : these  belonged  to  the  original 
palace.  Don  Pedro  brought  from  Va- 
lencia many  other  pillars  out  of  the 
royal  Aragonese  residence,  which  he 
destroyed.  The  grand  Patio  is  su- 
perb, 70  ft.  by  54.  It  was  modernised 
in  1 569.  The  stucco-work  is  by  Fr°- 
Martinez.  Many  of  the  doors,  ceil- 
ings, and  Azulejos  are  genuine  Moor- 
ish ; the  oldest  portion  fronts  the  gar- 
den. Visit  the  pretty  puppet  Patio  de 
las  Munecas,  and  the  adjoining  sa- 
loons, which  have  been  restored.  The 
hall  of  ambassadors  has  a glorious 
Media  naranja  roof:  but  the  Spanish 
balconies  and  royal  portraits  mar  the 
Moorish  character ; the  baboon  Bour- 
bon heads  are  both  an  insult  and  injury. 
Here  the  silly  Seville  Junta  sat  until 
the  defeat  of  Ocana.  In  the  next  room 
it  is  said  that  Don  Pedro  caused  his 
brother,  El  Maestre  de  Santiago, 
whom  he  had  invited  as  a guest,  to 
be  murdered. 


Next  visit  the  truly  Arabian  suite 
of  rooms  fronting  the  garden,  and 
then  ascend  to  the  second  story,  mo- 
dernised by  Charles  V. : walk  out  on 
the  terrace  over  the  garden  : visit  Isa- 
bella’s chapel,  which  lies  to  the  N.W. ; 
it  is  very  small,  15  ft.  by  12,  but  is 
covered  with  cinque-cento  Azulejo,  is 
quite  Peruginesgue,  and  perhaps  is 
the  finest  Christian  specimen  of  this 
material  in  Spain. 

Pass  next  along  a corridor  to  the 
Cuarto  del  Principe.  This  truly  Al- 
hambra room  is  placed  over  the  en- 
trance vestibule.  In  a long  saloon 
down-stairs  were  kept,  or  rather  were 
neglected,  in  heaps  on  the  floors,  those 
antiquities  which  chance  discovered 
while  a road  was  making  at  Italica, 
and  which  were  not  reburied,  from  the 
accident  of  the  Alcaide  Fr°-  de  Bruna 
being  a man  of  taste.  The  Alcazar 
was  made  by  Soult  a receiving-house 
general  of  stolen  goods.  When  he 
fled  from  Seville,  after  the  Duke’s  de- 
feat of  Marmont  at  Salamanca,  more 
than  1 500  pictures  were  left  behind, 
such  was  his  hurry. 

Now  go  into  the  cinque-cento  gar- 
dens ; they  were  laid  out  by  Charles, 
and  are  perhaps  the  most  curious  in 
Europe.  Observe  the  tank  where 
Philip  V.  fished,  and  the  vaulted  Ba- 
nos where  Maria  de  Padilla,  mistress 
of  Pedro  el  Cruel,  bathed,  which  pro- 
bably were  originally  prisons.  The 
gardens  are  those  of  a Hesperus,  “ not 
fabulous  their  levels  vary,  and  the 
plots  are  divided  by  orange-clad  walls; 
the  balmy  air  is  perfumed  by  the  asa- 
har  or  blossom  and  golden  fruit.  The 
compartments  are  arranged  in  quaint 
patterns  cut  in  box  and  myrtles,  such 
as  the  eagles  and  coats  of  arms  of- 
Charles  V.  Beware  of  certain  hidden 
fountains  in  the  walks,  with  which 
the  unwary  traveller  will  be  sprinkled. 
Visit  the  semi-Moorish  ozu/^o-adorned 
Kiosk  in  the  under  garden ; ascend  the 
rustic  terrace  to  the  N. 

Among  the  most  remarkable  houses 
in  Seville  visit  the  Casa  O’  Lea,  14, 
Calle  Botica  del  Agtia.  It  is  a perfect 
Moorish  specimen  ; the  whitewash 
was  picked  off  the  stucco  by  an  artist 
named  Bejarano,  long  notorious  for 
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repainting  and  ruining  old  pictures. 
After  that  this  house  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a Frenchman,  one  Mons. 
Dominie,  who  destroyed  the  rich  Ar- 
tesonado  ceiling,  and  put  up  a modern  j 
flat  one ! In  the  adjoining  Calle  de 
los  Abodes,  No.  27,  is  a singular  | 
vaulted  Moorish  saloon.  In  the  same 
street,  Casa  Carasa,  No.  9,  is  a superb 
specimen  of  the  Arragonese  plate-  j 
resque,  erected  in  1520  by  a canon 
named  Pinero ; visit  it  without  fail, 
for  the  medallions  are  quite  Raphael- 
esque.  But  whitewashing,  the  fatal 
Cal  de  Moron,  the  bane  of  Seville, 
has  much  obliterated  the  delicate  out- 
lines of  this  once  fairy  Patio.  Go 
also  to  the  Calle  de  las  Duenas,  a most 
Moorish  palace  of  the  D.  of  Alba,  and 
now,  alas ! fast  going  to  ruin ; here 
Lord  Holland  lived  It  consisted 
once  of  eleven  Patios,  with  nine  foun- 
tains and  more  than  100  marble  pil- 
lars. Walk  through  its  gardens  and  • 
the  forest  orange-trees  and  myrtles. 
On  the  Plaza  del  Duque  is  the  palace 
of  the  Guzman  family,  now  cut  up 
and  divided  into  manv  mansions.  In 
the  Casa  Cantillana,  Puerto  de  Xerez, 
Lord  Wellesley  resided ; it  was  after- 
wards made  a diligence-inn,  and  then 
a wine-store. 

The  mansion  of  the  Tuberas,  which 
all  who  read  the  charming  drama  of 
Sancho  Ortiz  de  Roelas  will  visit,  is  in 
the  Ce.  de  la  Inquisition  Vieju.  Here 
is  still  shown  the  garden-door  by  which 
Sancho  el  Bravo  intended  to  carry  off 
the  beautiful  Estrella  de  Sevilla.  This 
house,  in  1333,  was  tenanted  by  a 
Frenchman,  who  converted  it  into  a 
dveing-factory ; and  when  we  were 
there  last,  he  was  meditating  trimming 
up  the  gardens  a la  mode  de  Paris ; 
next  visit  the  Casa  de  Pilatos,  so 
called  because  said  to  be  built  in 
imitation  of  that  of  Pilate.  The  black 
cross  in  the  Patio  is  the  point  from 
whence  Las  Estaciones,  the  stations  to 
the  Cruz  del  Campo,  begin.  Few 
Spanish  cities  are  without  these  sta- 
tions, which  generally  lead  to  the 
Calvario,  a Golgotha,  or  hill  with 
crosses  on  it,  and  erected  in  memorial 
of  the  crucifixion.  During  Passion 
Week  these  stations  are  visited ; at 


each  of  them  a prayer  is  said  allusive 
to  the  separate  sufferings  of  the  Sa- 
viour, which  are  carved,  painted,  or 
indicated  at  each.  This  palace  was 
built  in  1533,  by  the  great  nobleman 
of  the  day,  Fadrique  Enriquez  de  Ri- 
bera, in  commemoration  of  his  having 
performed  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem 
in  1519.  He  was  accompanied  by  the 
poet  Juan  de  Encina,  who  published 
their  tour  (Tribagia,  Roma,  1521). 
The  architecture  proves  how  closely 
the  Spaniards  of  the  fifteenth  century 
imitated  the  Saracenic  forms : all  is 
now  in  a scandalous  state  of  neglect. 
The  saloons  of  state  are  whitewashed, 
and  turned  to  base  purposes ; the  gar- 
dens are  running  wild  ; the  sculpture 
is  tossed  about  as  in  a stonemason’s 
yard.  Observe  the  Gothic  balustrade 
over  the  entrance,  the  grand  Patio, 
with  its  fountains  and  injured  Roman 
statues  of  Pallas,  Ceres,  and  others. 
The  Virgin’s  chapel,  with  a copy  of 
the  Servilleta  of  Murillo,  is  in  the 
most  gorgeous  Saracenic-Gothic  style. 
Ascend  the  magnificent  staircase  to 
the  chief  suite  of  rooms.  Everything 
that  stucco,  carving,  Azulejo,  and  gild- 
ing could  do,  was  done.  In  the  plea- 
sant garden,  visit  the  grotto  of  Susanna, 
and  observe  marbles  and  sculpture  cast 
like  rubbish  amid  the  weeds.  These 
were  given  to  Perafan  de  Ribera  by 
Pius  V. ; a selection  was  removed  to 
Madrid  by  a Duque  de  Medina  Celi, 
to  whom  the  palace  now  belongs. 

The  lovers  of  Prout-like  bits  will 
visit  the  Jews’  quarters.  Before  their 
expulsion  from  Seville  they  lived  in  a 
separate  “ Jewry,”  or  Ghetto,  La  Ju- 
deria,  which  was  like  La  Moreria, 
where  the  Moriscoes  dwelt,  and  is  a 
perfect  labyrinth  of  lanes.  In  the 
Juderia  is  the  house  of  Murillo  : it  is 
close  to  the  city  wall,  the  last  to  the 
r.  in  a small  plaza  at  the  end  of  the 
Callejuela  del  Agua,  or  in  the  new- 
fangled nomenclature,  at  the  end  of 
the  Calle  de  Lope  de  Rueda,  plaza  de 
Alfaro.  The  parish  church,  Jm  Santa 
Cruz,  in  which  he  was  buried,  was 
pulled  down  by  the  French,  who  scat- 
tered his  bones.  Murillo  was  baptized 
Jan.  1,  1G18,  in  the  Magdalena — that 
church  also  Soult  destroyed.  His  tomb 
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consisted  of  a plain  slab,  placed  before  I 
the  Descent  from  the  Cross  of  Cam- 
pana  (see  p.  43),  with  a skeleton  en- 
graved on  it,  and  the  motto,  “ Vive 
moriturus.”  His  painting-room,  nay,  ! 
living-room,  for  he  lived  to  paint,  w'as 
in  the  upper  floor,  and  is  as  cheerful 
as  his  works.  In  the  garden  observe 
the  fountain,  and  Italian  frescoes,  com-  j 
positions  of  fauns,  mermaids,  and  wo- 
men with  musical  instruments.  They 
have  been  attributed  by  some  to  Mu- 
rillo, which  they  certainly  are  not,  and 
by  others  to  L.  de  Vargas,  which  is 
more  probable.  This  house  was  lately 
inhabited  by  Canon  Cepero,  who  did 
so  much  to  rescue  art  at  Seville,  during 
the  recent  constitutional  outbreaks. 
He  was  a man  of  taste,  and  has  or  had 
a collection  of  many  and  bad  pictures. 
This  quality  was  no  fault  of  his,  for 
where  good  ones  are  not  to  be  pro- 
cured, which  is  “ the  great  fact  ” of 
Seville,  bad  become  the  best. 

Visit  also  El  Corral  del  Conde,  Calle 
Santiago,  No.  14:  it  is  a barrack  of 
washerwomen  : — what  a scene  for  the 
artist ! What  costume,  balconies,  dra- 
peries, colour,  attitude,  grouping  1 what 
a carrying  of  vases  after  the  antique  ! 
what  a clatter  of  female  tongues,  a 
barking  of  dogs,  a squalling  of  children 
— all  living  Murillos — will  assail  the 
impertinente  curioso  l 

For  plateresque  architecture,  the  best 
specimen  is  La  Casa  del  Ayunlamiento, 
the  corporation-house  on  the  great 
plaza,  built  in  1545-64.  The  exterior 
is  a silversmith  chasing  in  stone-work  : 
observe  the  staircase,  the  carved  doors, 
and  sala  grande  baja,  with  the  Spanish 
kings,  arranged  in  thirty-five  squares, 
or  Lacunares,  on  the  ceiling.  Admir-  ! 
able  also  is  the  inscription  on  Spanish 
Justicia ; the  very  sound  of  which,  so 
perfect  in  theory,  practically  implies 
delay,  injustice,  ruin,  and  death.  The 
Audiencia,  or  high  court  of  Seville, 
sits  in  the  opposite  corner  of  the  Plaza, 
and  is  presided  over  by  a llegente : the 
official  statistics  for  1844  gave  in  a 
jurisdiction  over  1,140,935  souls,  4094 
trials,  or  about  one  in  279.  The  prison 
close  by  is  a sad  scene  : it  is  called  by 
the  Majos  either  el  colegio,  the  school 
for  rogues,  or  Posada  de  lot  Franceses. 


The  different  quarters  into  which 
Seville  is  divided  are  well  expressed  in 
these  verses : — 

“ Disde  la  Catedrul,  a la  Magdalena, 

Se  almuerza , se  comey  y se  cena  ; 

Desde  la  Magdalena , a San  Vicente , 

Se  come  solamente ; 

Desde  San  Vicente , a la  Macarer.a , 

Ni  se  almuerza , ni  se  comef  ni  se  ccna.u 

The  once  wealthy  clergy  gathered 
like  young  pelicans  under  the  wing  of 
the  mother  church.  The  best  houses 
were  near  the  cathedral,  in  the  Calle  de 
los  Abodes.  This  Abbot’s  street  was 
their  “ close here,  “ their  bellies  with 
good  capons  lined,”  the  dignitaries 
breakfasted,  dined,  and  supped  ; re- 
cently they  were  half  starving.  In  the 
San  Vicente  lived  the  knights  and 
nobles,  nnd  the  Calle  de  Annas  was 
the  aristocratic  street  of  arms.  Here 
the  hidalgos,  with  their  wives  and 
daughters,  ate  less  and  dressed  more  r 
they  only  dined;  they  pinched  they 
stomachs  to  deck  their  backs  : but  the 
most  ancient  unchanged  Iberian  cha- 
racteristic, from  Athemrus  to  Lazarillo 
de  Tormes,  has  been  external  show  and 
internal  want.  The  Macarena  now,  as 
it  always  was,  is  the  abode  of  ragged 
poverty,  which  never  could  or  can  for 
a certainty  reckon  on  one  or  any  meal 
a day. 

The  Calle  de  los  Abodes  should  be 
visited,  although  no  longer  so  redolent 
of  rich  alias.  The  cathedral  stall'  con- 
sisted of  an  archbishop,  an  auxiliary 
bishop,  1 1 dignitaries,  40  canons,  20 
prebendaries,  20  minor  canons,  20 
vienteneros,  and  20  chaplains  of  the 
quire.  Their  emoluments  were  very 
great : nearly  900  houses  in  Seville 
belonged  to  the  chapter,  besides  vast 
estates,  titb.es,  and  corn-rents.  Men- 
dizabal,  in  1836,  appropriated  all  this 
to  the  State ; since  then  the  numl>er  of 
canons  has  been  reduced,  and  their  in- 
comes still  more,  and  even  those  not 
paid : formerly  this  street  was  a rookery, 
nor  were  the  nests  without  progeny. 
In  the  mediccval  period  the  concubines 
of  the  celibate  clergy  were  almost 
licensed,  as  among  the  Moors.  The 
mistress  was  called  barragana,  from 
the  Arabic  words  barra,  strange,  and 
gana  ganidir,  a connexion : hence,  in 
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old  Spanish,  natural  children  are  called 
hijos  de  ganancia,  which  has  nothing 
to  do  with  gain ; analogous  is  the 
“strange  woman”  in  Judges  xi.  2; 
others,  and  probably  more  correctly, 
have  derived  the  word  from  the  Arabic 
Barragan,  single,  unmarried  ; which 
was  essential  to  secure  to  the  parties 
thus  cohabiting  without  marriage,  the 
sort  of  morganatic  status  allowed  by 
the  law.  Many  were  the  jests  as 
regards  the  children  born  in  this 
street : — 

“ En  la  calle  de  los  Abodes, 

Toilas  han  Tioa,  y ningunot  Padres.” 

They  called  their  father  their  uncle, 
and  he  called  his  children  nephews. 

" Eos  Canon) gos  Madre,  no  tienen  hijos ; 

Los  qne  tienen  en  casa,  son  sobrinicos.” 

The  wealth  and  comparative  luxury 
of  the  Spanish  clergy  exposed  them  to 
popular  envy  and  plunder ; pious  in- 
novators were  urged  by  the  auri  sacra 
fames ; and  certainly  the  church  had 
so  well  feathered  its  nest,  that  Death 
met  with  no  ruder  welcome  than  when 
he  tapped  at  a good  dignitary’s  door, 
who  was  contented  with  his  sublunary 
lot,  his  house,  housekeeper,  good  cook, 
and  income  paid  quarterly,  and  pair  of 
sleek  mules ; the  canon,  or  Regia  de 
Santiago,  was  thus  laid  down  : — 

El  primer o — es  amar  (i  Dim  Dinero. 

El  segundo—es  amolar  h todo  el  mundo . 

El  Urcero — buen  vaca  y camera. 

El  cuarto — ayururr  despues  de  harto, 

El  quinto — buen  bianco  y tinto . 

Y cstos  cinco,  se  encierran  en  das, 

Todo  para  mi,  y nada  para  vos. 

The  first  is — to  love  the  Lord  Money. 

The  second  is— to  grind  all  the  world. 

The  third  is — good  beef  and  mutton. 

The  fourth  is — to  fast  when  one  can  eat  no 
more. 

The  fifth  is — good  wine — white  and  red. 

And  these  five  rules  may  he  summed  up  in 
two  — 

Everything  for  me,  and  nothing  for  you. 

The  great  square  of  Seville  was 
long  called  de  San  Francisco,  from  the 
neighbouring  and  now  destroyed  con- 
vent. It  was  for  its  cloisters  that 
Murillo  painted,  in  1645,  that  series 
of  eleven  superb  pictures  which  first 
made  his  talents  known  in  Seville, 
after  his  return  from  Madrid.  All 
Sp. 


these  were  removed  by  force  of  arms  by 
Soult,  save  one,  which  he  left  behind 
in  his  hurry  in  the  Alcazar,  and 
which  is  now  in  our  collection,  pur- 
chased and  paid  for. 

The  Plaza  is  the  heart  of  the  city 
— the  forum,  the  place  of  gossip  and 
of  executions  (see  ‘Gatherings’).  It 
is  very  Moorish  and  picturesque,  with 
its  arcades  and  balconies ; under  the 
former  are  the  jewellers’  shops. 

The  finest  pictures  in  Seville  are 
in  the  Cathedral,  La  Caridad,  the 
Afttseo,  and  the  University.  La  Ca- 
ridad, or  alms-house  for  poor  old  men, 
lies  outside  the  walls,  near  the  river, 
and  is  a hospital  dedicated  to  St. 
George,  and  rebuilt  by  Miguel  Ma- 
Sara,  a friend  of  Murillo’s.  The 
founder  is  buried  in  the  capilla  mayor. 
Observe  the  colonnaded  Patio.  On 
entering  the  church,  the  carved  and 
painted  Descent  from  the  Cross  over 
the  high  altar  is  the  masterpiece  of 
Pedro  Roldan ; the  almost  startling 
reality  is  marred  by  tinsel  dresses  and 
architectural  fritter.  Observe  under 
the  coro  the  “ Triumph  of  Time”  and 
a “ Dead  Prelate,"  by  J.  Valdes  Leal. 
The  latter  is  a disgusting  picture,  which 
Murillo  said  he  could  not  look  at  with- 
out holding  his  nose.  Here  he  painted, 
in  1 660-7  4,  that  series  of  grand  pictures, 
of  which  Soult — hence  called  by  Tore- 
no  the  modernVerres — carried  off  five  : 
with  the  Santa  Isabel  he  bribed  Buona- 
parte, keeping  four,  viz.,  “ the  Angels 
and  Abraham,”  “ the  Prodigal  Son” — 
sold  to  the  Duke  of  Sutherland — “ the 
Healing  the  Cripple” — recently  sold 
to  Mr.  Tomline  — and  “the  Angel 
and  St.  Peter,”  which  “his  Grace’’ 
has  still  at  Paris,  being  open  to  a good 
offer.  The  Spaniards  have  never  filled 
up  the  blank  spaces  ; the  gaps  yawn 
like  graves,  and  this  hiatus  maxime  de- 
Jlejidus  remains  as  an  evidence  of 
French  love  for  the  fine  arts  and  the 
eighth  commandment. 

The  Murillos  now  in  the  Caridad  are 
an  “ Infant  Saviour  ” on  panel,  and  in- 
jured ; a “ St.  John,”  rich  and  brown  ; 
a “ San  Juan  de  Dios,”  equal  to  Rem- 
brandt ; the  Puny  Peces,  or  Loaves  and 
Fishes  ; but  the  figure  of  Christ  feed- 
ing the  Five  Thousand,  which  ought 
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to  be  the  principal,  is  here  subordinate : | 
the  “ Moses  striking  the  Rock  ” is  much 
finer  ; this  indeed  is  a representation  of 
the  Hagar-like  thirst  of  the  desert,  and 
is  justly  called  La  Sed : both  pictures 
are  colossal,  and  painted  in  a sketchy 
manner,  calculated  for  the  height  and 
distance  of  their  position  from  the 
spectator,  which,  however,  is  inconve- 
niently high  and  distant ; but  here  they 
still  hang  like  rich  oranges  on  the 
bough  where  they  originally  budded. 

At  Seville,  as  elsewhere,  those  good 
pictures  that  the  French  did  not  “ re- 
move” by  iron,  the  English  have  by 
gold,  and  little  now  remains  but  un- 
mitigated rubbish,  to  which  fine  names 
are  all  given:  here  all  the  geese  are 
swans — all  Murillos,  all  by  Velazquez ; 
but  it  is  sheer  loss  of  time  to  visit  these 
refuges  of  the  destitute  and  worthless. 
Among  the  least  bad  may  be  mentioned 
the  collections  of  Canon  Cepero,  who 
lives  in  Murillo’s  house,  and  that  of 
Dun  Aniceto  Bravo,  No.  40,  Calle  de 
los  Catalanes,  which  contains  700  and 
more  “ warranted  originals.”  The 
once  celebrated  galleries  of  Don  Ju- 
lian Williams,  Canon  Maestre,  and 
the  Conde  de  Mejorada,  have  had  all 
the  plums  picked  out. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  convents, 
many  pictures,  and  some  neglected 
antiquities,  have  been  collected  in  the 
Merced,  which  is  now  the  national  Mu- 
seum. This  noble  edifice  was  founded 
in  1249  by  St.  Ferdinand.  The  Patio 
and  Azvlejos  are  of  the  time  of 
Charles  V.  Before  the  invasion  it 
was  full  of  fine  paintings ; but  a 
French  agent  had  previously,  in  the 
guise  of  a traveller,  noted  the  contents, 
and  the  same  individual,  so  the  prior 
informed  us,  reappeared  with  the 
army,  and  laughed  at  the  deceived 
monk,  when  he  demanded  them  by 
his  list. 

At  Seville  Bartolome  Esteban  Mu- 
rillo is  to  be  seen  in  all  his  glory,  and 
a giant,  like  Antaeus,  on  his  native  soil. 
His  finest  pictures,  painted  for  the 
Capuchinos,  were  sent  off,  in  1810,  to 
Cadiz,  and  thus  escaped  from  the  “ Com- 
missioner.” Murillo,  born  at  Seville, 
and  baptized  Jan.  1,  1618,  where  he 
died,  April  3,  1682,  was  the  painter 


of  female  and  infantine  grace,  as  Velaz- 
quez was  of  more  masculine  and  intel- 
lectual subjects.  Both  were  true  alike 
in  form  and  colour  to  Spanish  nature 
— both  were  genuine,  national,  and 
idiosyncratic.  Murillo  had  three 
styles : the  Frio,  his  earliest,  being 
based  on  Ribera  and  Caravaggio,  was 
dark,  with  a decided  outline.  Of  these 
were  the  pictures  in  San  Francisco. 
His  second  manner  was  his  Calido,  or 
warm,  when  his  colouring  was  im- 
proved, while  his  drawing  was  still 
well  defined  and  marked.  His  third 
style  was  the  Vaporoso,  or  misty, 
vaporous,  and  blending.  This  he 
adopted  partly  because  Herrera  el 
Mozo  had  made  it  the  fashion,  and 
partly  because,  being  stinted  for  time 
from  the  increased  orders,  he  could 
not  finish  so  highly.  Thus,  to  get 
more  quickly  over  his  work,  he  sacri- 
ficed a somewhat  of  his  previous  con- 
scientious drawing. 

The  Museo  of  Seville,  which  is  by 
far  the  first  provincial  one  in  Spain,  is 
the  creation  of  accident  and  indivi- 
duals. In  1836  the  Canon  Manuel 
Lope  Cepero,  a gentleman  of  real  taste 
and  high  honour,  managed  at  the  sup- 
pression of  the  convents,  when  plunder 
and  Vandalism  were  the  order  of  the 
day,  to  get  the  best  pictures  removed 
to  the  Cathedral,  where  they  were 
saved  from  the  spoilers  ; the  autho- 
rities, who  cared  for  none  of  these 
things,  affording  no  other  assistance 
than  that  of  gallei/slaves  to  move  them. 
In  1838  Seiior  Bejarano  managed  by 
a private  subscription  to  move  them 
into  their  present  situation.  Mean- 
while nothing  is  complete,  and  here  in 
Seville  we  sigh  for  fine  specimens  of 
Velazquez,  Luis  de  Vargas,  and  even 
Alonso  Cano;  no  catalogue  is  pub- 
lished, nor  any  facilities  offered  to 
those  who  would  make  one. 

At  the  entrance  is  the  elaborate  iron 
Cruz,  which  stood  formerly  in  the 
Cerrageria,  and  the  work  of  Sebastian 
Conde,  1692.  The  antique  sculpture 
scattered  about  in  most  admired  dis- 
order, is  second-rate.  Among  the 
| finest  pictures  observe  the  Apotheosis 
of  Thomas  Aquinas,  the  master-piece 
of  Francisco  Zurbaran,  and  painted  in 
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1625  ; “ removed  ” to  Paris  by  Soult,  it 
was  recovered  by  Wellington  at  Water- 
loo ; the  Head  of  Santo  Domingo  is  the 
portrait  of  Don  Agustin  de  Escobar ; i 
the  drapery,  velvet,  armour,  &c.,  offer 
a blaze  of  splendour  combined  with 
much  more  stuff  and  substance  than 
in  the  ornamental  brocades  of  P.  Vero- 
nese ; Zurbaran  is  called  the  Spanish 
Carravaggio,  but  he  is  much  more 
Titianesque,  more  elevated  in  mind 
and  manner.  Among  the  other  Zur- 
barans  observe  “ San  Henrique  de 
Sufon”  and  “ San  Luis  Bertran,”  and 
the  “ Padre  Eterno also  the  three 
first-rate  pictures  from  the  Cartuja — 
“San  Bruno  before  Urban  II.,”  “the 
Virgin  protecting  the  Monks,”  and 
“San  Hugo  in  the  Refectory:”  al- 
though unfortunately  injured  by  over 
cleaning,  they  are  magnificent.  No 
one  ever  painted  fleecy -hosiery  Car- 
thusian monks  like  Zurbaran  ; he  was, 
however,  apt  to  draw  too  much  from 
lay  figures,  which  gives  a hard  outline. 
The  studier  of  style  will  notice  the 
peculiar  pinky  tone  of  this  master, 
especially  in  female  cheeks:  they  seem 
fed  on  roses,  as  was  said  of  Parrhasius 
and  Baroccio ; but  the  prevalent  use  of 
rouge  at  that  time  influenced  his  eye, 
as  it  did  that  of  Velazquez. 

Of  Juan  de  Castillo,  Murillo’s  mas- 
ter, observe  the  series  of  five  from  the 
Monte  Sion,  especially  the  “ Annuncia- 
tion,” “ Visitation,”  “ Nativity  and 
Adoration,  and  Coronation  of  the  Vir- 
gin.” In  the  “ San  Andres”  of  Roelas, 
a child  is  equal  to  Correggio,  as  a 
warrior  is  to  Titian.  Of  Herrera  el 
Viejo,  the  bold  dashing  master  of  Ve- 
lazquez, observe  the  San  Hermenigildo, 
to  which  the  artist  owed  his  safe  de- 
liverance ; guilty  of  a forgery,  he  had 
fled  to  an  asylum,  where  he  painted 
this  picture.  Philip  IV.,  who  saw  it 
in  1624,  inquired  for  the  author,  and 
pardoned  him,  observing  that  such 
talents  ought  never  to  be  abused.  His 
San  Basilio  is  bold  and  Ribera-like  : 
observe  the  kneeling  bishop  and  the 
handling  of  the  drapery,  for  in  it  is 
the  germ  of  Velazquez.  The  pictures 
of  Frutet,  a Calvario,  Christ  on  a cross, 
Descent,  and  a Virgin,  which  came 
from  Las  Bubas,  and  those  of  the 


! presumptuous  Juan  Valdes,  from  San 
(Jeronimo,  are  second-rate;  observe, 
however,  the  Calvario,  and  those  re- 
lating to  San  Jerome,  which  are  painted 
with  a most  Spanish  defiance  of  time, 
place,  and  costume.  At  one  end  of 
the  transept  is  the  terra  cotta,  “ St. 
j Jerome”  of  Torrigiano,  which  was 
long  in  the  Buena  V ista  convent.  This 
great  Italian  came  to  Granada  in  the 
hopes  of  executing  the  Sepulchre  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  ; rejected  be- 
cause a foreigner,  he  turned  to  England, 
and  wrought  that  of  Henry  VII.  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  Torrigiano  re- 
turned to  Spain,  where  he  modelled  a 
Virgin,  of  which  the  exquisite  Lamano 
a la  teta,  in  the  Seville  plaster-shops,  is 
a cast.  He  died — oh ! blot  to  Seville — 
tortured  in  the  vaults  of  the  Inquisition, 
nominally  because  of  suspected  faith, 
but  really  a victim  of  artistical  jealousy 
and  Espanolismo. 

Near  this  “ St.  Jerome”  is  a Santo 
Domingo,  from  Portaceli,  by  Montaiies. 
The  anatomical  and  fair  Italian  nudity 
contrasts  with  the  brown  draped  work 
of  the  Spaniard.  Observe  also  a cru- 
cifix and  a St.  Dominick  by  the  same 
sculptor,  and  from  the  Cartuja  con- 
vent a crucifix  by  Matias  Vazquez  de 
Leca,  1614  ; the  four  repainted  Virtues, 
and  the  Silleria  del  Coro.  Notice  also 
a “ Last  Supper,”  and  a “ Christ,”  by 
the  learned  Pablo  de  Cespedes ; a Bat- 
tle of  Clavijo,  by  Juan  de  Varela;  a 
portrait  of  Ferd.  VII.,  by  Goya;  and 
the  celebrated  Last  Judgment,  by 
Martin  de  Vos,  from  San  Agustin. 

The  Murillos  are  placed  in  the  Sala 
de  Murillo,  like  gents  in  a diadem. 
The  finest  came  from  the  Capuchin 
convent,  for  which  they  were  painted 
at  his  best  period.  Although  the  light 
is  better  than  that  of  their  original 
positions,  yet  they  lose  something  by 
the  change,  as  Murillo,  in  designing 
them,  calculated  exactly  for  each  local- 
ity, and  painted  up  to  the  actual  light 
and  point  of  view;  and  we  miss  the 
Capuchino  cicerone,  who  seemed  to 
have  stepped  out  of  one  of  the  pictures 
to  tell  us  where  Murillo  went  for  a 
model,  and  how  true  was  his  portrait ; 
the  Santo  Tomas  de  Villa  nueva  was 
called  by  the  painter  su  cvadro,  his  own 
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picture.  The  beggars  are  beyond  price : 
none  could  represent  them  and  Fran- 
ciscans like  Murillo,  and  simply  because 
he  painted  them  the  most,  and  only 
what  he  saw  actually  in  the  Macarena 
and  at  every  convent  gate,  as  all  who 
remember  them  will  admit.  His  was 
a faithful  transcript  of  Spanish  mendi- 
cant and  monastic  nature,  neither  more 
nor  less.  The  San  Felix  de  Cantu- 
licio  is  the  perfection  of  the  vaporoso : 
the  delicate  young  flesh  of  the  child, 
the  Corregiesque  morbidezza,  contrasts 
with  the  greys  of  the  saint.  This,  say 
the  Spaniards,  is  painted  con  leche  y 
sangre,  or  with  milk  and  blood.  The 
Santas  Justa  y Rufina  is  in  his  calido 
style,  forcible,  and  yet  tender.  “ The 
Nativity  “ The  Adoration  of  Shep- 
herds San  Leandro  and  San  Buena- 
ventura— observe  the  peeping  boy  like 
Correggio,  not  that  Murillo  ever 
studied  from  him,  he  looked  rather  to 
the  children  of  Roelas.  San  Jose  ; San 
Juan  con  el  cordero  ; “ The  Virgin  and 
Child,”  called  La  Servilleta,  because 
said  to  have  been  painted  on  a dinner- 
napkin  ; the  child  almost  struggles  out 
of  its  mother’s  arms,  and  out  of  the  pic- 
ture-frame. “ St.  Francis  embracing 
the  Crucified  Saviour here  is  seen 
Murillo’s  great  power  of  drawing. 
“ The  Virgin  and  Angels  with  the 
Dead  Christ “ The  Annunciation.’’ 
The  San  Antonio  is  a finer  picture 
than  that  in  the  cathedral ; observe 
the  monk’s  expression  looking  on  the 
child  that  is  seated  on  his  book : San 
Felix,  half-length.  All  these  came 
from  the  Capuchinos.  There  is  also 
an  early  Murillo,  a “ Virgin  and 
Child,”  from  San  Jose,  and  two  of  San 
Agustiu.  The  rest  of  the  collection, 
some  hundred  pictures,  are  by  different 
artists,  and  of  different  degrees  of 
merit.  The  above  selected  are  the 
pearls  of  greatest  price.  And  last,  not 
least,  observe  La  Concepcion  by  Mu- 
rillo, once  a gem  of  the  Capuchin 
convent.  There  is  another  of  this 
popular  Seville  subject,  but  not  so  fine ; 
Murillo,  from  his  excellence  in  paint- 
ing this  “ mystery,”  was  called  el 
pintor  de  las  concepciones. 

The  dogma  is  that  the  Virgin  was 
born  free  from  all  taint  of  original  sin. 


In  1613,  a Dominican  monk  of  Seville 
having  contended  that  the  Deipara  was 
liable  to  the  pains  aud  penalties  of 
original  sin,  their  rival  mendicauts  the 
Franciscans  affirmed  that  she  was  ex- 
empt, whereupon  the  whole  population, 
with  the  sinless  Mary  set  upon  a sort 
of  standard,  called  a sin  Pecado,  sur- 
mounted by  a cross,  paraded  the  city 
singing  praises  to  the  Immaculate 
Conception,  and  the  hymns  of  the 
rosary. 

They  still  take  place  during  the 
holy  week  and  the  winter  season,  and 
are  very  picturesque.  At  nightfall 
the  long  lines  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  two  and  two,  are  seen  twink- 
ling through  the  narrow  streets ; the 
procession  is  headed  by  devotees,  who 
carry  richly  chased  lamps  on  staves. 
The  parish  priest  follows,  bearing  the 
glittering  banner  of  gold  and  velvet ; 
as  soon  as  the  cortege  passes  by,  the 
candles  in  the  balconies  are  put  out : 
thus,  while  all  before  is  one  glare  of 
light,  all  behind  is  dark,  aud  it  seems 
as  if  the  banner  of  the  Virgin  cast 
glory  and  effulgence  before  her,  like 
the  fire-pillar  which  preceded  the 
Israelites  in  the  desert. 

Formerly  no  one  entered  a house 
or  company  without  giving  the  watch- 
word of  Seville,  Ace  Maria  purisima, 
to  which  the  inmates  responded  by  the 
countersign  sin  pecado  concebida : 
now  the  first  portiou  is  generally  the 
indication  of  a visit  from  a mendi- 
cant. 

Seville  having  taken  the  lead  in  the 
dispute,  it  is  natural  that  some  of  the 
most  perfect  conceptions  of  Murillo 
and  Alonso  Cano  should  have  been 
devoted  to  the  embodying  this  incor- 
poreal mystery  ; and  never  has  digni- 
fied composure  and  innocence  of  mind, 
unruffled  by  humau  guilt  or  passion, 
pure  unsexual  unconsciousness  of  sin 
or  shame,  heavenly  beatitude  past  ut- 
terance, or  the  unconquerable  majesty 
and  “ hidden  strength  of  chastity,” 
been  more  exquisitely  portrayed.  She 
appears  in  a state  of  extatic  beatitude, 
and  borne  aloft  in  a golden  aether  to 
heaven,  to  which  her  beauteous  eyes 
are  turned,  by  a group  of  angels, 
which  none  could  colour  like  him. 
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The  retiring  virgin  loveliness  of  the 
blessed  Mary  seems  to  have  stolen  so 
gently,  so  silently  on  her,  that  she  is 
unaware  of  her  own  power  and  fasci- 
nation. The  Inquisition  required  the 
Virgin  to  be  painted  as  about  fifteen 
years  old,  very  beautiful,  with  those 
regular  features  which  the  Greek  ar- 
tists selected  to  express  the  perfect 
passionless  serenity  of  the  immortal 
gods,  devoid  of  human  frailties,  “the 
unpolluted  temple  of  the  mind  that 
her  attitude  should  be — 

“ Her  graceful  arms  in  meekness  bending 

Across  her  gently  budding  breast  ” — 

that  she  should  be  clad  in  a spotless 
robe  of  blue  and  white — because  she 
appeared  in  those  colours  to  Beatrix 
de  Silva.  She  should  bruise  with  her 
heel  the  serpent’s  head ; thus  tram- 
pling on  the  author  of  original  sin. 
She  should  stand  on  a moon  in  a 
crescent  shape,  and  encircled  with 
stars,  because  she  is  the  “ #voman 
clothed  with  the  sun,  and  the  moon 
under  her  feet,  and  upon  her  head  a 
crown  of  twelve  stars”  (Rev.  xii.  1). 
She  is  often  surrounded  with  smaller 
pictures,  which  represent  her  different 
attributes  ; the  draperies  of  the  Virgin 
must  be  very  long,  and  her  feet  never 
shown. 

The  mystery  of  the  incarnation  is 
shadowed  out  in  the  armorial  bearings 
of  the  Virgin,  the  vase  with  lilu- 
branches,  jarro  con  agucenas , which  is 
to  be  seen  sculptured  in  Spanish  ca- 
thedrals, most  of  which  are  dedicated 
to  her,  and  not  to  the  Father  or  Son. 
In  the  middle  ages  an  idea  was  preva- 
lent that  any  female  who  ate  the  lily 
would  become  pregnant : Lucina  sine 
concubitu.  See  some  remarks  of  ours 
in  the  ‘ Quar.  Rev.’  cxxiii.  130. 

The  University  was  erected  by  the 
Jesuits  in  1565-79,  after  designs  of 
Herrera,  and  in  their  peculiar  worldly 
pomp,  which  contrasted  with  the 
gloomy  piles  of  the  more  ascetic  orders. 
When  Charles  III.,  in  1767,  expelled 
them,  it  was  assigned  to  purposes  of 
education.  The  arrangement  in  the 
church  of  the  subsequent  frieze,  cor- 
nice, and  architraves  is  objectionable, 
when  compared  with  the  original  Doric. 


Recently  many  churrigueresque  altars 
and  absurd  ornaments  have  been  re- 
moved. It  may  be  called  the  second 
Museum  of  Seville,  and  the  founder 
was  the  same  worthy  Cepero. 

Although  the  position  of  the  Coro 
Alto  of  the  chapel  spoils  the  general 
effect,  the  raised  altar  mayor,  with 
its  tabernacle  by  Matias,  1604,  is  no- 
ble. The  superb  Corinthian  RetaLlo, 
designed  by  Alonso  Matias,  in  1606, 
contains  three  grand  paintings  by 
Roelas — a Holy  Family,  with  Jesuits; 
a Nativity;  and  an  Adoration.  No 
one  ever  painted  the  sleek  grimalkin 
Jesuit  like  Roelas.  Observe  an  An- 
nunciation by  Pacheco;  a St.  John 
the  Evangelist  and  a St.  John  the  Bap- 
tist by  Alonso  Cano.  The  statues  of  „ 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  are  by  Mon- 
tanes.  Observe  the  smaller  picture  by 
Roelas,  and  particularly  the  Infant 
Saviour.  Al  ludo  del  Rvanqelio  are 
the  bronze  monuments  of  Francisco 
Dnarte  and  his  wife  Catalina,  ob.  1554  ; 
both  were  brought  in  1840  from  the 
convento  de  la  Victoria  de  Triana. 

The  Relahlos  of  the  chapels  of  Con- 
cepcion and  Las  Reliquias  deserve  no- 
tice : in  the  latter  are  pictures  in  the 
manner  of  Pacheco.  Observe  the  two 
images  made  to  be  dressed,  imayenes 
de  vestir,  of  Francisco  de  Borja  and  San 
Ignacio,  wrought  in  1610  by  Mon- 
tanes;  also  his  crucifix,  and  some 
pictures,  by  Cano,  of  the  lives  of  San 
Cosme,  San  Damian,  a Saviour,  and 
a Holy  Father.  Among  the  monu- 
mental curiosities  removed  from  San- 
tiago de  Espada,  a church  which  Soult 
turned  into  a stable,  observe,  first,  the 
founder's  tomb,  Lorenzo  Suarez  de 
Figueroa,  with  his  favourite  dog 
Amadis  at  his  feet;  and  next  the  se- 
pulchre of  the  learned  Benito  Arias 
Montano,  ob.  1 598 : these  were  brought 
also  from  the  Santiago,  and  properly 
placed  here  as  an  example  to  young 
students;  remark  the  costume. 

On  the  suppression  of  the  Curluja 
convent,  the  burial-place  of  the  Ribera 
family,  Cauon  Cepero  induced  their 
representative,  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Celi,  to  remove  the  fine  sepulchres  of 
his  ancestors  : that  of  Pedro  Enriquez, 
ob.  1492,  was  sculptured  at  Genoa  by 
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Antonio  Charona  in  1 606.  The  Virgin 
and  Child  is  much  admired,  as  also 
the  weeping  genius,  called  La  lea, 
from  the  reversed  torch ; its  companion 
was  taken  to  Madrid.  The  armed 
effigy  is  somewhat  heavy.  Observe 
the  statues  of  Diego  Gomez  de  Ribera, 
ob.  1434,  and  his  wife  Beatriz  Puerto- 
Carrero,  ob.  1458.  Among  others  of 
this  warlike  family,  most  of  whom 
died  combating  the  Moor,  are  Perafan 
de  Ribera,  ob.  1455,  and  another  of 
the  same  name,  ob.  1423,  aged  105; 
perhaps  the  finest  is  that  of  Dona  Ca- 
talina, ob.  1505,  which  was  made  for 
her  son  Fadriqne,  in  Genoa,  1519,  by 
Pace  Gazini.  It  was  mutilated  by  the 
French,  by  whom  the  splendid  bronze 
of  this  Fadrique  was  destroyed,  when 
Soult  converted  the  Cartuja  into  a bar- 
rack : one  large  fiat  monumental  en- 
graved brass  only  escaped — the  effigy 
of  his  nephew  Fadrique,  ob.  1571, 
viceroy  of  Naples,  where  it  is  conjec- 
tured that  it  was  executed. 

Seville,  in  good  old  times,  contained 
more  than  140  churches,  filled  with 
objects  of  piety,  art,  and  value,  which 
could  not  escape  the  covetous  eye  of 
the  French ; during  Soult’s  short  rule, 
San  Francisco  was  burnt;  the  Magda- 
lena, Santa  Cruz,  and  Kncamacion 
were  pulled  down ; while  the  San 
Lucas,  San  Andres,  Santiago,  San 
Alberto,  San  Jose,  Santa  Isabel,  and 
Merced,  were  converted  into  maga- 
zines. 

Among  the  most  interesting  which 
survive,  the  ecclesiologist  may  still 
visit  San  Lorenzo : here  is  a “ Con- 
cepcion” by  F.  Pacheco,  1624 ; an 
“ Annunciation’’  by  Pedro  de  Villegas 
Marmolejo,  who  lies  buried  here,  with 
an  epitaph  written  by  Arias  Montano. 
Here  also  is  buried  the  priest  Juan 
Bustamente,  ob.  1678,  setat.  105;  this 
true  Padre  was  father  of  42  legitimate 
and  9 natural  children.  In  the  Reta- 
blo  are  four  medallions  and  a San  Lo- 
renzo by  Montanes,  by  whom  also  is 
Nuestro  Seiior  de  gran  Poder,  a superb 
graven  image. 

In  the  Colegio  Maese  Rodrigo,  so 
called  from  the  founder  Rodrigo  Fer-  j 
nandez  de  Santaella,  1505,  are  or  were  j 
some  injured  pictures  by  Zurbaran.  j 


The  portrait  of  the  founder  was  en- 
tirely repainted  by  Bejarano. 

San  Clemente  contains  a splendid 
alerce  roof,  and  a plateresque  high 
altar  by  Montanes,  and  a portrait  of  St. 
Ferdinand  by  Valdes,  and  two  pictures 
of  him  by  Pacheco  : the  Azulejos  are 
curious,  and  of  the  date  1588.  Observe 
the  St.  John  the  Baptist,  carved  by 
Jaspar  Nunez  Delgado. 

San  Miguel  is  very  ancient ; the 
statue  of  the  tutelar  is  either  by  Rol- 
dan or  his  daughter  : observe  the  pil- 
lars and  capitals,  and  the  Christ,  by 
Montanes.  The  pictures  called  “ Ra- 
phael and  Vandyke”  are  bad  copies. 

The  magnificent  church  of  the  con- 
vent of  St.  Pablo  has  been  recently 
appropriated  to  the  parish  : it  contains 
paintings  by  Arteaga  and  frescos  by 
Lucas  Valdes. 

In  San  Andres  is  a “ Concepcion  ” 
by  Montanes,  with  many  small  pic- 
tures by  Villegas. 

In  S^n  Alberto  is  a Via  Crucis,  said 
to  be  by  Cano,  and  several  Pachecos  ; 
the  glorious  Retablo,  by  Roldan,  was 
pulled  down  by  the  French  and  sold 
as  wood  for  firing,  when  Soult  turned 
the  church  into  a cartridge-manu- 
factory. 

The  tower  of  San  Pedro  is  Moorish ; 
observe  the  artesonado  roof  and  the  fine 
Retablo:  the  pictures  by  Campana 
have  been  repainted.  The  “ Delivery 
of  St.  Peter  ” is  by  Roelas. 

San  Juan  de  la  Palma  was  a Moorish 
mosque  dedicated  to  the  Baptist ; the 
Arabic  inscription  at  the  entrance  re- 
cords that  “ this  great  temple  was  re- 
built in  1080  by  Axataf.”  The  cross 
occupies  the  site  of  the  palm,  under 
which  the  dead  were  buried.  One  of 
the  corpses,  in  1537,  hearing  a rich 
Jew  say  that  the  mother  of  God  was 
not  a Virgin,  rose  from  his  grave  and 
denounced  him  to  the  Inquisition,  who 
burnt  the  sceptic  and  confiscated  his 
property.  Inside  is  a “Crucifixion”  by 
Campana ; early  and  hard ; by  whom, 
also,  is  a “Christ  at  the  Pillar.” 

In  San  Isidoro  is  “ El  Transito,"  or 
the  death  of  the  tutelar  saint,  the 
masterpiece  of  Roelas,  a very  great 
master,  although  much  less  known 
and  appreciated  than  he  deserves : 
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observe  the  grey  heads,  the  Correg-  tablo  has  a fine  painting  of  Santa  Lucia, 
giesque  flesh  tints,  so  much  studied  by  the  patroness  of  eyes  (lux,  light). 
Murillo,  and  the  admirable  composi-  In  San  Martin  is  a “ Descent  from 
tion.  The  lower  portion  is  the  finest,  the  Cross,”  ascribed  to  Cano ; but  it 
and  the  heads  are  evidently  portraits,  is  a Roman  painting,  and  inscribed 
Here  also  are  a “St.  Anthony”  and  “Jo.  Guy.  Romo.  f.  ano  1608:”  ob- 
“St.  Paul”  by  Campana,  both  re-  serve  the  chapel  of  Juan  Sanchez  Gal- 
painted,  and  some  pictures  by  Valdes : lego,  built  in  1500,  and  repaired  in 

the  El  Cireneo  is  carved  by  Bernardo  1614.  In  the  lletablo  are  some  early 
Gijon.  i paintings  by  Herrera  el  Vieio. 

In  Santa  Maria  la  Blanca,  a syna-  The  admirers  of  Roclas  should  visit 
gogue  down  to  1391,  are  some  granite  La  Academia,  where  is  a “ Concep- 
eolumns,  thought  to  be  Roman.  Soult  cion  ” by  him  equal  to  Guido, 
plundered  it  of  the  five  Murillos,  N.  B.  Several  pictures  by  Roelas 
leaving  only  by  him  a “ Last  Supper,”  exist  at  Olivares,  four  L.  N.W.  of 
in  his  frio  style.  Here  is  a “ Dead  Seville,  and  a pleasant  ride.  He  was 
Christ”  by  L.  de  Vargas;  very  fine  canon  of  that  church.  There  he 
and  Florentine,  but  cruelly  injured  painted,  in  1624,  a “ Birth  of  Christ,” 
and  neglected.  now  much  injured;  an  “Adoration;” 

The  Colegiata  San  Salvador  con-  an  “ Annunciation a “ Marriage  of 
tinued  in  its  original  mosque  form  the  Virgin ;”  the  “ Death  of  St.  Jo- 
down  to  1669,  when  it  was  rebuilt  in  seph :”  but  although  his  last  they  are 
the  worst  Churriguerismo ; the  image  not  his  best  works.  Here  ho  died, 
of  San  Cristobal  is  by  Montanes.  The  April  23,  1625. 

Patio  was  the  original  Moorish  court;  The  Calle  de  la  Sierpe,  the  Bond- 
here  is  a miraculous  crucifix,  El  Cristo  street  of  Seville,  leads  to  the  Plaza 
de  los  Desamparados,  where  countless  del  Duque,  where  the  great  Dukes  of 
pictures  and  “ votive  tablets  ” are  hung  Medina  Sidonia  had  their  palace.  This 
up  by  those  relieved  by  its  miracles.  central  square  is  planted,  and  forms 
San  Vicente  was  founded  in  300.  the  fashionable  nocturnal  promenade 
Here,  in  421,  Gunderic,  entering  to  during  the  summer  months,  and  which 
plunder,  was  repulsed  by  fiends.  Here  is  truly  southron  and  striking. 

San  Isidoro  died,  a.d.  636:  the  affect-  Continuing  from  this  plaza,  walk  by 
ing  account,  by  Redempto,  an  eye-  the  church  of  San  Vicente  to  the  Ala- 
witness,  is  printed  in  the  Esp.  Sagr.  rneda  Vieja,  the  ancient  but  now  de- 
ix.  402.  Outside  is  painted  the  tutelar  serted  walk  of  Seville.  The  water  of 
with  his  familiar  crow  holding  a pitch-  the  fountain  here,  del  Arzobispo,  is 
fork  in  his  mouth.  Inside  is  a painting  excellent.  Look  at  the  Roman  pillars 
of  Christ  by  Morales,  and  some  large  and  statues  (see  p.  36).  Here  reside 
pictures  by  Francisco  de  Varela.  the  horse-dealers  and  jockeys,  and 

In  San  Julian  is  a fresco  of  St.  cattle-dealing  continually  goes  on. 
Christopher  by  Juan  Sanctis  de  Castro,  June  is  the  great  month  for  Veladas, 
1484  ; it  was  barbarously  repainted  in  vigils,  and  wakes : these  nocturnal  ob- 
1 828.  Under  some  shutters  to  the  left  servances  are  kept  on  the  eve  preceding 
is  a “ Holy  Family”  by  him,  which  has  the  holy  day  : the  chief  is  that  on  the 
escaped  better,  and  is  one  of  the  old-  24th,  St.  John’s  day,  and  is  celebrated 
est  paintings  in  Seville  : the  kneeling  on  this  old  Alameda,  and  is  pro- 
figure is  one  of  the  Tous  Monsalvez  verbially  merry : — 
family,  who  were  buried  here,  and  to  | u gm  Jmn  n w/a 

one  of  whom  the  Virgin  appeared  on  Ks  aitgre  a murnviUu." 

a broom-bush ; hence  she  is  called  I 

de  la  Jniesta.  Observe  the  Pejus,  This  St.  John's,  our  midsummer  eve, 
made  of  votive  chains  of  captives  is  devoutly  dedicated  to  flirtation  by 
delivered  by  her  interference.  The  both  sexes,  who  go  or  ought  to  go  out 
“Concepcion”  at  the  altar  is — some  at  daybreak  to  gather  vervain,  eager  la 
say— by  Cano.  The  plateresque  lie-  | verbena,  which  represents  in  Spain  the 
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magical  fern-seed  of  our  forefathers. 
Bonfires  are  lighted,  in  sign  of  re- 
joicings— like  the  bon- feu  of  our  Guy 
Fauxes — over  and  through  which  the 
lower  classes  leap ; all  this  is  the  exact 
manner  by  which  the  ancients  cele- 
brated the  entrance  of  the  sun  into  the 
summer  solstice 

To  the  left  of  the  fountain  is  a 
barrack  of  tattered  invalids,  which 
once  was  a convent  of  Jesuits,  and 
when  that  order  was  suppressed  was 
given  up  to  the  Inquisition.  The 
edifice,  rather  cheerful  than  forbidding, 
partakes  more  of  the  attraction  of  its 
first  proprietors  than  of  the  horror  of 
its  second.  Dismantled  by  the  popu- 
lace, it  contains  no  record  of  its  dun- 
geons and  torture-rooms ; but,  fast 
hastening  to  ruin,  is  in  all  respects  a 
fit  abode  for  its  inmates. 

Turning  to  the  r.  is  La  Feria,  where 
a fair  is  held  every  Thursday,  which 
all  should  visit ; it  is  the  precise  Soock 
e juma  of  Cairo ; the  street  leads  to  the 
Plaza  de  la  Encarnacion — now  the 
market-place,  to  construct  which  the 
French  pulled  down  a convent  dedi- 
cated to  the  Incarnation.  Here  the 
naturalist  will  study  the  fish,  flesh, 
fruits,  and  fowls ; the  fish  and  game 
are  excellent,  as  is  also  the  pork,  when 
fattened  by  the  autumnal  acorn,  the 
bellota.  Instinct  teaches  these  fera* 
naturae  to  fatten  themselves  on  the  ; 
good  things  which  a bountiful  nature  ; 
provides.  The  meats  which  require  ; 
artificial  care,  and  the  attention  of ' 
man,  are  very  far  inferior.  Observe 
the  purchases  made,  the  two-ounce 
“joints”  of  meat  or  carrion,  for  the 
poverty-stricken  olla,  parsimonious  as 
in  the  time  of  Justin  (xliv.  2).  It 
must  be  remembered,  that  in  this 
burning  clinic  less  animal  food,  which 
generates  caloric,  is  necessary  than  in 
the  cold  north.  Notwithstanding  the 
Spanish  proverb  considers  the  man 
who  dines  in  Seville  as  especially  fa- 
voured by  heaven,  “A  quien  IJiosquiere 
bien,  en  Sevilla  le  da  a comer,"  few  of 
our  readers  will  think  so. 

In  the  Calle  del  Candillejo  is  a bust 
of  Don  Pedro,  placed,  it  is  said,  in 
memorial  of  his  having  here  stabbed 
a man.  The  Pey  Justiciero  quartered 


himself  in  effigy  onlu.  His  and  Lord 
Byron’s  “ friend,”  Don  Juan,  was  a 
Sevillian  majo,  and  a true  hidalgo. 
The  family  name  was  Tenorio.  He 
lived  in  a house  now  belonging  to  the 
nuns  of  San  Leandro,  in  which  there 
is  some  good  carving,  although  the 
French  did  infinite  mischief  there. 
(For  his  real  pedigree,  see  our  paper 
in  the  * Quar.  Rev.’  cxvii.  82.) 

Do  not  fail  to  look  at  the  extraor- 
dinary Azulejo  portal  of  Santa  Paula 
of  the  time  of  the  Catholic  kings ; the 
carvings  in  the  chapel  are  by  Cano. 
The  French  carried  off  all  the  pictures. 
Here  are  sepulchres  of  Juan,  constable 
of  Portugal,  and  Isabel  his  wife,  the 
founders. 

The  foundling  hospital,  or  La  Cuna, 
as  it  is  called  in  Spain,  is  in  the  Calle 
de  la  Cuna;  a marble  tablet  is  thus 
inscribed,  near  an  aperture  left  for 
charitable  donations: — “ Quoniam  pa- 
ter raeus  et  mater  mea  deliquerunt 
me  Dominus  autem  assumpsit  ” (Ps. 
xxvii.  10).  A wicket  door,  el  torno, 
is  pierced  in  the  wall,  which  opens  on 
being  tapped  to  receive  the  sinless 
children  of  sin,  whom  a nurse  sits  up 
at  night  to  take  in.  This,  formerly 
little  better  than  a charnel-house  (see 
‘ Gatherings’),  has  been  taken  in 
charge  by  some  benevolent  ladies,  as- 
sisted by  Sisters  of  Charity,  and  is 
admirably  conducted:  the  funds  are 
much  increased,  a duty  of  a real  being 
levied  for  its  support  on  every  faneya 
of  corn  sold  in  the  market. 

Seville  is  surrounded  with  suburbs  ; 
the  circuit  of  the  Moorish  walls  con- 
tains many  objects  of  first-rate  interest. 
We  shall  commence  going  out  from 
the  Calle  de  las  Armas,  by  the  Puerto 
Peal,  the  Royal  Gate,  through  which 
St.  Ferdinand  entered  in  triumph.  It 
was  called  by  the  Moors  Goles,  which 
the  Sevillians,  who  run  wild  about 
Hercules,  consider  to  be  a corruption 
from  that  name  ; it  is  simply  the  gate 
of  Gules,  a Moorish  suburb  (Conde, 
iii.  35).  F.merging  from  a dip  to  the 
r.  is  the  Coteyio  ae  Merced,  or  San 
Laureano,  which  was  pillaged  and  dese- 
crated by  the  French,  and  made 
a prison  for  galley-slaves  by  the 
Spaniards  ; behind  it  are  the  ruins  of 
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the  house  of  Fernando,  son  of  the  great 
Columbus.  The  suburb  is  called  Los 
Humeros.  Here  were  the  tunnels  and 
Moorish  dock-yard,  and  it  is  supposed 
to  have  been  the  site  of  the  Roman 
naval  arsenal.  It  is  now  tenanted  by 
gipsies,  the  Zincali ; Seville  in  their 
Romany  is  called  Ulilla  and  Safacoro  ; 
and  the  Guadalquivir,  Len  Baro,  or 
the  Great  River.  Here  always  resides  ( 
some  old  hag  who  will  get  up  ajuncion, 
or  gipsy  dance  (see  ‘Gatherings’). 
Here  will  be  seen  the  dark-eyed  callees, 
and  their  lovers,  armed  with  shears, 
para  monrabar.  Here  lives  the  true 
blood,  the  errate,  who  abhor  the  rest  of 
mankind,  the  busnd.  Borrow’s  vocabu-  i 
lary  is  the  key  to  the  gitanesque  heart, 
which  will  be  disarmed  when  they  find 
the  stranger  speaking  their  own  tongue. 

Turning  to  the  r.,  between  the  river 
banks  and  the  walls,  is  the  Patin  de  las 
llamas,  a raised  rampart  and  planted 
walk,  made  in  1773.  The  city  on  this 
side  is  much  exposed  to  inundations. 
Opposite  in  its  orange-groves  is,  what 
once  was  the  Cartuja  convent ; beyond 
rise  the  towers  of  Italica  and  the  pur- 
ple hills  of  the  Sierra  Murena. 

Passing  the  gate  of  San  Juan  is  La 
Barqueta,  or  the  ferry-boat.  In  the 
Chozas,  opposite,  true  ichthyophiles  go 
to  eat  the  shad,  Savalo,  the  Moorish 
Shebbel.  Los  Huevos  and  Savalo 
asado  are  the  correct  thing,  but  this  rich 
fish  is  unwholesome  in  summer.  Here 
also  El  Sollo,  the  sturgeon,  is  caught, 
one  of  which  the  cathedral  chapter  used 
to  send  to  the  royal  table,  reserving 
the  many  others  lor  their  own.  The 
walls  now  turn  to  the  r.  Half  a mile 
outside  is  the  once  noble  convent  of 
St.  Jerome,  called,  froiji  its  pleasant 
views,  La  buena  vista.  The  Patio,  in 
Doric  and  Ionic  worthy  of  Herrera, 
was  designed  by  two  monks,  Bartolomc' 
de  Calzadilla  and  Felipe  de  Moron,  in 
1003.  It  is  now  a ^lass-manufactory. 
Here  Axataf  took  his  last  farewell  of 
Seville,  when  St.  Ferdinand  entered. 
Returning  by  gardens  hedged  with  aloes 
and  tall  whispering  canes,  is  San  La- 
zaro,  the  Leper  Hospital,  founded  in 
12S4 : the  term  gafo,  leper,  the  Hebrew 
chaphaph,  was  one  of  the  5 actionable 
defamatory  words  of  Spauish  law. 


! Observe  the  terra  cotta  ornaments  on 
the  Doric  fu9ade.  The  interior  is 
miserable,  as  the  funds  of  this  true 
Lazar  - hpuse  are  converted  by  the 
trustees  chiefly  to  their  own  use  Here 
will  be  seen  cases  of  elephantiasis,  the 
hideous  swelled  leg,  a disease  common 
j in  Barbary  and  not  rare  in  Andalucia, 
and  which  is  extended  by  the  charity- 
i imploring  patient  in  the  way  of  the 
passenger,  whose  eye  is  startled  and 
pained  by  what  at  first  seems  a huge 
cankered  boa-constrictor.  These  hos- 
pitals were  always  placed  outside  the 
cities ; so,  among  the  Jews,  “ lepers 
were  put  out  of  the  camp”  (Numb.  v. 
2).  'Fhe  plague-stricken  were  com- 
pelled to  dwell  alone  (Lev.  xiii.  46). 
The  word  Ijepero,  at  Mexico,  is  equi- 
valent to  “ beggar.”  He  is  the  Laz- 
zarone  of  Naples,  that  Paradise  of 
idlers. 

A Moorish  causeway,  raised  in  order 
to  be  a dam  against  inundations,  leads 
to  La  Macarena,  the  huge  La  Sangre 
Hospital  rising  to  the  r. ; this  is  the 
suburb  of  the  poor  and  agricultural 
labourers.  The  tattered  and  party- 
coloured  denizens  of  all  ages  and  sexes, 
the  children  often  stark  naked,  vetus  du 
climat  as  in  Barbary,  and  like  bronze 
Cupids,  cluster  outside  their  hovels  in 
the  sun.  Their  carts,  implements,  and 
animals  are  all  pictures ; everything 
seems  naturally  to  fall  into  a painter’s 
group,  a tableau  vivant,  and  particu- 
larly as  regards  certain  “small  deer,” 
caza  menor,  for  which  a regular  battue 
is  always  going  on  in  the  thick  pre- 
serves of  the  women’s  hair.  Here  it 
was  that  Murillo  came  for  subject  and 
colour ; here  are  the  rich  yellows  and 
browns  in  which  he  revelled;  here  are 
beggars,  imps,  and  urchins,  who,  with 
their  parents,  when  simply  transcribed 
by  his  faithful  hand,  seem  to  walk  out 
of  the  frames,  for  their  life  and  reality 
carries  every  spectator  away. 

Continuing  the  walk,  turn  1.  to  the 
enormous  Hospital  de  la  Sangre,  or  de 
las  cinco  Llayas,  the  5 bleeding  wounds 
of  our  Saviour,  which  are  sculptured 
like  bunches  of  grapes.  Blood  is  an 
ominous  name  for  this  house  of  San- 
grado,  whose  lancet,  like  the  Spanish 
knife,  gives  little  quarter.  This  kos- 
d 3 
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pital  was  erected  in  1 546  by  Martin  de 
Gainza  and  Hernan  Ruiz.  The  inten- 
tion of  the  foundress,  Catalina  de  Ri- 
bera, was  more  perfect  than  the  per- 
formance of  her  successors;  after  her 
death  the  funds  were  misapplied,  and 
the  building  remains,  and  may  remain, 
unfinished,  although  a pious  person, 
named  Andueza,  has  left  legacies  for 
the  purpose. 

The  S.  and  principal  facade,  600  feet 
long,  presents  a noble  architectural 
appearance  of  the  classical  Ionic  and 
Doric  style.  The  portal  is  one  of  the 
good  architectural  bits  in  Seville.  The 
interior  Patio  is  striking;  the  hand- 
some chapel  occupies  the  centre;  on 
the  front  are  sculptured  medallions  of 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity,  by  Pedro 
Machuca;  the  chapel  is  a Latin  cross, 
with  Ionic  pillars;  the  Retahlo  of  the 
high  altar  was  designed  by  Maeda  in 
1600,  and  gilt  by  Alonso  Vazquez, 
whose  pictures  in  it  have  suffered  from 
neglect  and  repainting.  Observe  the 
“ Crucifixion,”  with  the  “ Magdaleu,” 
and  eight  Virgins,  by  Zurbarau,  of  no 
great  merit  Pictures,  at  all  events, 
were  not  restored  in  this  hospital,  as 
many  have  been  used  as  floor-cloths  and 
scrubbing-towels. 

The  interior  management  of  this 
hospital,  now  the  principal  one  of 
Seville,  is  hardly  yet  a thing  of  which 
Medical  Spain  can  be  proud,  although 
recently  somewhat  improved. 

Returning  to  the  city  walls,  observe 
la  Barbacana,  the  Barbican,  Arabice 
Bab-el-cana,  the  gate  of  the  mount; 
the  circumvallation  all  the  way  to  the 
pate  of  Osario  is  admirably  preserved:  I 
it  is  built  of  tapia,  with  square  towers 
and  battlements,  or  almenas,  which 
girdle  Seville  with  a lace-like  fringe. 
Opposite  the  hermitage  of  San  Her- 
menigildo,  where  Herrera  el  Viejo  was 
imprisoned,  is  the  Capuchinos,  long 
adorned  by  the  Murillos  now  in  the 
Museo ; near  the  Puerta  del  Sol,  the 
most  E.  gate,  are  Los  Trinitarios  Des- 
calzos,  the  site  of  the  palace  of  Dio- 
genianus,  where  the  ladies  patronesses 
of  Seville,  Santas  Justina  and  Rufina, 
were  put  to  death : this  fine  convent 
was  pillaged  and  desecrated  by  the 
French.  Passing  the  long  fantastic 


salitres,  the  saltpetre-manufactory,  at 
the  gate  of  Carmona,  the  scene  becomes 
more  lively.  To  the  1.  is  San  Agustin, 
once  full  of  Murillos;  the  French, 
having  carried  off  the  best,  gutted  the 
convent,  and  destroyed  the  magnificent 
sepulchres  of  the  Ponce  de  Leon  family, 
and  rifled  the  graves:  the  tombs  were 
restored  in  1818  by  the  Countess- 
Duchess  of  Osuna,  and  an  indignant 
record  placed  of  these  barbarous  out- 
rages. Now  this  convent  has  been 
made  a den  of  thieves,  a prison  for 
galley-slaves,  and  is  not  worth  inspect- 
ing. This  side  of  Seville  suffered 
somewhat  from  the  bombardment  in 
July,  1843. 

The  long  lines  of  the  aqueduct,  Los 
Canos  de  Carmona,  now  run  pictu- 
resquely up  to  the  Humilladero  or  Cruz 
del  Campo.  It  is  here  in  April  that 
all  the  world  goes,  or  used  to  go,  to 
behold  the  Majos  return  from  the  Feria 
de  Mairena  (see  p.  72).  The  next  gate 
is  la  Came,  so  called  because  leading 
to  the  shambles.  To  the  1.  is  the 
suburb  San  Bernardo,  which  must  be 
visited  ; the  mounds  of  earth  are  com- 
posed of  the  collected  heaps  of  Seville 
dust-holes;  a planted  walk  leads  to  the 
Fundicion,  the  artillery-foundry  erected 
by  Charles  III.,  who  employed  one 
Maritz,  a Swiss,  to  cast  his  cannon ; 
once  one  of  the  finest  in  Europe,  now 
it  is  one  of  the  worst : power  of  motion 
is  obtained  by  mules  or  rude  maquinas 
de  sangre,  engines  of  blood,  not  steam, 
and  murderous  is  the  waste  of  animal 
labour.  Soult  reorganized  this  esta- 
blishment. Here  were  cast  those 
mortars  with  which  Victor  did  not 
take  Cadiz,  while  one  of  them  does 
ornament  St.  James's  Park.  Soult, 
before  he  fled,  ordered  as  a parting 
legacy  the  foundry  to  be  blown  up, 
but  the  mine  accidentally  failed.  The 
furnaces  were  then  filled  with  iron,  and 
with  those  cannon  which  he  could  not 
remove ; but  the  amalgamated  masses 
were  subsequently  got  out  by  the  Spa- 
niards, and  remain  as  evidence  of  his 
cuisine  Franchise.  The  relic  is  called 
la  torta  Francesa,  or  French  omelette. 
A darker  crime  was  planned  and  per- 
petrated ; a flint  was  placed  in  the 
wheel  of  a powder-mill,  which,  when 
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set  in  motion,  struck  against  a steel ; 
and  thus,  by  this  cowardly  and  fiendish 
contrivance,  Col.  Duncan  and  other 
men  were  blown  to  atoms.  (Gender’s 
‘ Spain,’  ii.  14.)  The  splendid  cinque- 
cento  artillery,  cast  in  Italy  at  a time 
when  form  and  grace  were  breathed 
even  over  instruments  of  death,  were 
“removed”  by  Angoul£me  in  1823. 
The  Bourbon  was  the  ally  of  Fer- 
dinand VII.;  Soult  was,  at  least,  his 
enemy. 

In  this  suburb  was  the  celebrated 
Porta  Cell  (Cceli),  founded  in  1450; 
here  was  printed  the  Bvla  de  Cruzada, 
so  called  because  granted  by  Inno- 
cent III.,  to  keep  the  Spanish  cru- 
saders in  fighting  condition,  by  letting 
them  eat  meat  rations  in  Lent  when 
they  could  get  them.  This,  the  bull, 
la  Bala,  is  announced  with  grand 
ceremony  every  January,  when  a 
new  one  is  taken  out  by  all  who  wish 
to  eat  meat  with  a safe  conscience, 
and  for  the  small  sura  of  dos  reales, 
dd.  The  sale  of  these  bulls  produces 
about  200,0001. ; the  breaking  one  fast 
during  Lent  inspires  more  horror  than 
breaking  any  two  commandments  ; and 
few  genuine  Spaniards  can,  in  spite  of 
their  high  breeding,  disguise  the  dis- 
gust with  which  they  see  Protestants 
eating  meat  breakfasts  during  Lent. 
It  sometimes  disarms  them  by  saying 
“ Tengo  mi  bula  para  todo.”  The 
French  robbed  the  till,  burnt  the  print- 
ing-presses, and  converted  everything 
into  a ruin  (see  ‘Gatherings’). 

, The  Parroquia  de  San  Bernardo 
contains  a superb  “ Last  Judgment,” 
by  the  dashing  Herrera  el  Viejo;  a 
“ Last  Supper,”  by  Varela,  1622;  and 
a statue  of  the  “ Tutelar,”  by  Mon- 
tanes.  Here  also  is  the  matadero,  the 
slaughter-house,  and  close  by  Ferdinand 
VII.  founded  his  tauromachian  uni- 
versity. These  localities  are  frequented 
by  the  Seville  fancy,  whose  favourite 
and  classical  dishes  of  a sort  of  tripe, 
callos  y menudos,  are  here  eaten  in  per- 
fection. See  Pliny,  * N.  II.,’  viii.  51,  as 
to  the  merits  of  the  Callnm.  N.B. 
Drink  manzanilla  wine  with  these 
peppery  condiments  ; they  are  highly 
provocative,  and,  like  hunger,  la  Salsa 
de  San  Bernardo,  are  appropriately 


cooked  in  the  parish  of  this  tutelar 
of  Spanish  appetite.  The  sunny  flats 
under  the  old  'Moorish  walls,  which 
extend  between  the  gates  of  Carmona 
and  La  Came , are  the  haunts  of  idlers, 
Barateros,  and  gamesters.  The  lower 
classes  of  Spaniards  are  constantly 
gambling  at  cards : groups  are  to  be 
seen  playing  all  day  long  for  wine, 
love,  or  coppers,  in  the  sun,  or  under 
their  vine-trellises  (see  ‘ Gatherings  ’). 

The  space  near  the  Plaza  de  la  Carne 
on  Sabado  Santo,  which  is  equivalent 
to  our  Easter  Monday,  is  where  the 
Paschal  lambs  are  sold,  or  corderos  de 
Pascua,  as  Easter  is  termed  in  Spanish. 
The  bleating  animals  are  confined  in 
pens  of  netted  rope- work;  on  every 
side  the  work  of  slaughter  is  going  on  ; 
gipsies  erect  temporary  shambles  on 
this  occasion ; groups  of  children  are 
everywhere  leading  away  pet  lambs, 
which  are  decorated  with  ribbons  and 
flowers.  The  amateur  will  see  in  them 
and  in  their  attitudes  the  living  ori- 
ginals from  which  Murillo  faithfully 
copied  his  St.  Johns  and  the  infant 
Saviour,  el  divino  Pastor.  This  buy- 
ing and  selling  continues  from  the 
Saturday  until  the  end  of  Monday. 

The  huge  mounds  of  rubbish  oppo- 
site are  composed  of  the  accumulated 
dungholes  of  Seville,  and  under  them 
are  buried  those  who  have  died  of 
plagues,  which  these  Immondezzaios 
are  enough  to  render  endemic. 

Returning  to  the  walls  are  the  ca- 
valry barracks,  in  which  horses  and 
saddles  are  occasionally  wanting.  Now 
the  Alcazar  towers  ahove  the  battle- 
rnented  girdle  of  walls  to  the  r.  The 
classical  gate,  San  Fernando,  was  built 
in  1760;  here  it  was  that  the  Virgin 
miraculously  introduced  St.  Ferdinand 
into  Seville  during  the  siege. 

To  the  1.  is  the  Fabrica  de  Tabacos, 
where  tobacco  is  made  into  snuff  and 
cigars.  The  edifice  has  28  interior 
patios,  and  the  enormous  space  covers 
a quadrangle  of  662  feet  by  524.  It 
was  built  in  vile  taste  in  1757  by  one 
Vandembeer,  a fantastic  Dutchman. 
It  is  guarded  by  a moat,  not  destined 
to  prevent  men  getting  in,  but  cigars 
being  smuggled  out. 

There  are  sometimes  as  many  as  eight 
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thousand  pairs  of  hands  employed  in 
making  cigars,  and  principally  female : 
a good  workwoman  can  do  in  a day 
from  ten  to  twelve  bundles,  alados, 
each  of  which  contains  fifty  cigars ; 
but  their  tongues  are  busier  than  their 
fingers,  and  more  mischief  is  made 
than  cigars.  Few  of  them  are  good- 
looking.  yet  these  cigarreras  are  among 
the  lions  of  Seville,  and,  like  the  gri- 
settes  of  Paris,  form  a class  of  them- 
selves. They  are  reputed  to  be  more 
impertinent  than  chaste ; they  wear  a 
particular  mantilla  de  lira,  which  is  | 
always  crossed  over  the  face  and  bosom, 
allowing  the  upper  part  only  of  most 
roguish-looking  features  to  peep  out. 
In  the  under-floor  a fine  rappee  snuff 
is  made,  called  tabaco  de  fraile:  it  is 
coloured  with  red  almaqra,  an  earth 
brought  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cartagena. 

On  the  flat  plain  outside  the  walls, 
called  El  Prado  de  San  Sebastian,  was 
the  Quemadero,  or  the  burning-place 
of  the  Inquisition  : here  the  last  act  of 
the  tragedy  of  the  auto  de  fe  was  per- 
formed by  the  civil  power.  The  spot 
of  fire  is  marked  by  the  foundations  of 
a square  platform  on  which  the  faggots 
were  piled.  Here,  in  1780,  a beata,  or 
female  saint,  was  burnt,  for  taking  upon 
herself  the  heretical  office  of  hatching 
eggs.  Townsend,  however  (ji.  342), 
says  that  she  was  very  bewitching,  and 
had  a successful  monomania  for  se- 
ducing clergymen. 

The  Spaniards  are  still  very  shy  of 
talking  about  the  Quemadero  ; sous  of 
burnt  fathers,  they  dread  the  fire.  Con 
el  Ret/  y la  Inquisicion,  chiton  ! chiton  ! 
Hush  ! hush  ! say  they,  with  finger  on 
lip,  like  the  image  of  Silence,  with 
King  and  Inquisition. 

It  is  as  well,  therefore,  here  as  else- 
where, to  avoid  jesting  or  criticism  on 
this  matter;  Con  el  ojo  y la  fe,  nttnca 
me  burlard.  Spaniards,  who,  like  Mos- 
lems, allow  themselves  a wide  latitude 
in  laughing  at  their  priests,  are  very 
touchy  on  every  subject  connected  with 
their  creed : it  is  a remnant  of  the 
loathing  of  heresy  and  their  dread  of  a 
tribunal  which  they  think  sleepeth.  but 
is  not  dead,  scotched  rather  than  killed. 
In  the  changes  and  chances  of  Spain  it 


may  be  re-established,  and,  as  it  never 
forgets  or  forgives,  it  will  surely  re- 
venge, and  the  spirit  of  the  Inquisition 
is  still  alive,  for  no  king,  cortes,  or 
constitution  ever  permits  in  Spain  any 
approach  to  any  religious  toleration. 

Seville  was  the  head-quarters  of  these 
bright  fires.  The  great  claim  put  forth 
in  1627  for  the  beatification  of  St.  Fer- 
dinand was,  that  he  had  carried  fag- 
gots himself  to  burn  heretics.  But  the 
spirit  of  the  age  was  then  fanatically 
ferocious.  Philip  le  Bel,  a monster  of 
cruelty  and  perfidy  his  cousin,  and  son 
of  Saint  Louis,  tortured  and  burnt  the 
templars  by  a slow  fire  near  his  royal 
garden.  The  holy  tribunal  was  first 
fixedly  established  at  Seville  in  1481, 
by  Sixtus  I V.,  at  the  petition  of  Fer- 
dinand, who  used  it  as  an  engine  of 
finance,  police,  and  revenge.  He  as- 
signed to  it  the  citadel  of  Triana. 
Tomas  de  Torquemada  was  the  first 
high -priest.  According  to  the  best  au- 
thorities, from  1481  to  1808  the  Holy 
Tribunal  of  Spain  burnt  34,6 12  persons 
alive,  18,048  in  effigy,  and  imprisoned 
288,109;  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
every  one  of  them  being  first  duly 
confiscated.  In  addition  to  these  victims 
it  entailed  to  poor,  uncommercial,  in- 
dolent Spain,  the  expulsion  of  her 
wealthy  Jews,  and  her  most  industrious 
agriculturists,  the  Moors.  The  dan- 
gerous engine,  when  the  supply  of  vic- 
tims was  exhausted,  recoiled  on  the 
nation,  and  fitted  it  for  that  yoke,  heavy 
and  grievous,  under  which  for  three 
centuries  it  has  done  penance ; the  ( 
works  of  Llorente  have  fully  revealed 
the  secrets  of  priestcraft  in  power.  The 
best  account  of  an  Auto  de  Ee  is  the 
official  report  of  Jose  del  Olmo,  4to., 
published  at  Madrid  in  1 680. 

Near  the  Quemadero  is  San  Diego,  a 
suppressed  Jesuit  convent,  and  given 
in  1784  to  Mr.  Wetherell,  who  was 
tempted  by  Spanish  promises  to  ex- 
change the  climate  of  Snow  Hill,  Hol- 
born,  for  torrid  Andalucia  Towns- 
hend  (ii.  325)  gives  the  details.  This 
intelligent  gentleman,  having  esta- 
blished a tannery,  and  introduced  steam- 
machinery  and  workmen  into  Spain, 
was  ruined  by  the  bad  faith  of  the 
government,  which  failed  in  both  pay- 
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ments  and  promises.  The  property  has 
now  passed  by  a Spanish  trick  into 
other  hands,  who  bribed  the  court  of 
appeal  to  allow  a false  deed  or  Escri- 
tura.  Mr.  Wethereli  lies  buried  in  his 
garden,  surrounded  by  those  of  his 
countrymen  who  have  died  in  Seville  : 
requiescant  in  pace ! 

On  the  other  side  of  the  plain  is  the 
great  city  cemetery  of  San  Sebastian. 
Into  this  Romauist  Necropolis  no  he- 
retic, if  dead,  is  allowed  to  enter.  The 
catacomb  system  is  here  adopted : a 
■niche  is  granted  for  six -or  seven  years, 
and  the  term  can  be  renewed  ( proroga - 
do)  by  a new  payment  A large  grave  or 
ditch  is  opened  every  day,  into  which 
the  bodies  of  the  poor  are  cast  like 
dogs,  after  being  often  first  stripped  by 
the  sextons  even  of  their  rags. 

This  cemetery  should  be  visited  on 
the  last  night  of  October,  or  All  Hal- 
lowe’en, and  the  vigil  of  All  Saints’ 
day ; and  again  on  Nov.  2,  the  day  of 
All  Souls,  when  all  the  town  repairs 
there  (see  ‘ Gatherings  ’). 

Returning  from  San  Sebastian  to 
Seville,  the  change  from  death  at  the 
Puerta  de  Xerez  is  striking : here  all 
is  life  and  flower.  The  new  walk  was 
laid  out  by  Arjona,  in  honour  of  Chris- 
tina, then  the  young  bride  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  El  Salon  is  a raised  central  sa- 
loon, with  stone  seats  around.  Of  an 
afternoon  all  the  “ rank  and  fashion  ’’ 
assemble  to  promenade  here.  Beyond, 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  are  Las 
Delicias,  a charming  ride  and  walk. 
Here  is  the  botanical  garden. 

At  the  land  side  of  the  walk  is  the 
churrigueresque  nautical  college  of  San 
Telmo,  the  patron  of  Spanish  sailors,  as, 
when  the  storm  is  going  to  be  over,  he 
appears  at  the  mast-head  with  a lam- 
bent flame.  It  was  founded  by  Fer- 
nando, son  of  Columbus,  and  built  in 
1682  by  Antonio  Rodriguez.  Here  the 
middies  were  taught  navigation  in  a 
room,  from  a small  model  of  a three- 
decker. 

The  Puerta  de  Xerez,  said  to  be  built 
by  Hercules  ( Hercules  me  edified,  p.34), 
was  at  all  events  rebuilt  by  the  infidel. 
The  Moorish  walls  hang  over  the  reedy 
Tagarete,  and  once  were  painted  in 
fresco.  Up  to  1821  they  counected  the 


Alcazar  with  the  outpost  tower,  called 
La  tone  del  Oro,  “ of  gold,”  to  distin- 
guish it  from  La  Torre  de  Plata,  that 
“ of  silver,’’  which  lies  nearer  the  mint. 
These  fine  names  are  scarcely  sterling, 
both  being  built  of  Moorish  tapia.  The 
former  one,  absurdly  ascribed  to  Julius 
Caesar,  was  raised  by  the  Almohades, 
who  called  it  Borju  d-dahab,  “ the  tower 
of  gold,’’  because  their  treasure  was  kept 
in  it ; now  it  is  only  gilded  by  sunsets. 
It  was  used  by  Don  Pedro  el  Cruel  as 
a prison  for  his  enemies  and  his  mis- 
tresses. The  Spaniards  have  built  a 
trumpery  modern  sentry-box  on  the  top 
of  this  Moorish  tower,  where  their  red 
and  yellow  flag  occasionally  is  hoisted. 

Passing  on  is  the  Aduana  or  Custom- 
house, a hotbed  of  queer  dealings,  which 
lies  between  the  Postigos  de  Carbon 
and  del  Aceite : inside  are  some  pretty 
old  houses  for  the  artist : on  the  river- 
shore  is  a solitary  crane,  el  ingenio, 
which  now  suffices  to  unload  the  scanty 
commerce  of  fallen  Seville. 

Close  by  are  “ the  Atarazanas .”  the 
Dar-san’-ah,  or  house  of  construction 
of  the  Moors,  whence  the  Genoa  term 
darsena,  and  our  word  arsenal.  The 
present  establishment  was  founded  by 
Alonso  el  Sabio,  and  his  Gotho-Latin 
inscription  still  remains  imbedded  in 
the  wall  near  the  Caridad.  Observe 
the  blue  azulejos,  said  to  be  from  de- 
signs by  Murillo,  who  painted  the 
glorious  pictures  for  the  interior  (see 
p.  49). 

Near  this  is  the  modern  arsenal, 
which  generally  is  miserably  provided, 
and  never  is  worth  inspection. 

Adjoining  the  arsenal  is  the  quarter 
of  the  dealers  of  bacalao  or  salted  cod- 
fish. “ You  may  nose  them  in  the 
lobby.”  This  article  long  formed  a 
most  important  item  in  natioual  food. 
The  numerous  religious  corporations, 
and  fast-days,  necessarily  required  this, 
for  fresh-water  fish  is  rare,  and  sea- 
fish  almost  unknown,  in  the  great  cen- 
tral parumeras  of  the  Peninsula.  The 
shrivelled  dried-up  cod-fish  is  easily 
conveyed  on  iruleback  into  uncarriage- 
able  recesses.  It  is  much  consumed 
still  all  along  the  tierra  caliente.  or 
warm  zone  of  Spain,  Alicante  being 
the  port  for  the  S.  E.,  as  Seville  is  for 
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the  S.  portions : exposed  to  the  scorch- 
ing sun,  this  salt-fish  is  anything  but 
sweet,  and  our  readers  when  on  a 
journey  are  cautioned  not  to  eat  it,  as 
it  only  creates  an  insatiable  thirst,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  unavailing  remorse 
of  a non-digesting  stomach ; at  all 
events  it  ought  to  be  put  many  hours  al 
remojo,  to  soak  in  water,  which  takes 
out  the  salt  and  softens. 

In  this  piscatose  corner  of  Seville 
poverty  delights  to  feed  on  the  Ori- 
ental cold  fried  fish,  and  especially 
slices  of  large  flounders,  whiting,  and 
small  bits  of  bacalao  fried  in  yolk  of 
eggs,  called  familiarly  Soldaos  de 
Pavia , because  yellow  was  the  uniform 
of  that  regiment. 

Next  observe  the  heraldic  gate,  : 
del  Arenal,  of  the  Strand,  and  a 
sort  of  Temple  Bar;  the  contiguous 
streets  have  long  been  inhabited  by 
denizens  of  indifferent  reputation ; ' 
here  the  rogue  of  a Ventero  in  Don 
Quixote  was  educated;  here  Cer- 
vantes placed  the  school  of  Monopodio, 
who  in  his  Rinconete  y Cordadillo, 

“ Hole  - and  - corner  man  and  cut- 
purse,”  gave  the  idea  of  Fagin  to 
Boz.  The  open  space  in  front  is  called 
la  Carreteria,  because  here  carts  and  ! 
carters  resort ; and  also  el  Baratillo, 
the  “ little  chepe,”  from  being  a rag- 
fair,  and  place  for  the  sale  of  marine 
stores  or  stolen  goods.  Near  this  is 
the  Plaza  de  Toros,  which  is  a fine 
amphitheatre,  although  still  unfinish- 
ed, especially  on  the  cathedral  side, 
which  at  least  lets  in  the  Giralda  and 
completes  the  picture,  when  the  setting 
sunrays  gild  the  Moorish  tower  as  the 
last  bull  dies,  and  the  populace  — fex 
nondtim  lassata — unwillingly  retire  (see 
‘ Gatherings’).  This  Plaza  is  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Maestranza  of 
Seville,  whose  uniform  is  scarlet. 

Tauromachian  travellers  will  re- 
member the  day  before  the  fight  to 
ride  out  to  Tablada  to  see  the  ganado, 
or  what  cattle  the  bulls  are,  and  go 
early  the  next  day  to  witness  the  enci- 
erro  ; be  sure  also  at  the  show  to  secure 
a boletin  de  sombra  in  a balcon  de 
piedra,  i.  e.  a good  seat  in  the  shade. 

Leaving  the  Plaza  we  now  approach 
rl  Bio,  the  River  Strand,  where  a petty 


traffic  is  carried  on  of  fruit,  mattings, 
and  goods  brought  up  in  barges;  a 
rude  boat-bridge  here  for  ages  stemmed 
the  Guadalquivir,  and  was  at  once  in- 
convenient in  passage  and  expensive 
in  repair:  formerly  it  was  a ferry, 
until  Yusuf  abu  Yacub  first  threw 
across  some  barges  Oct.  11,  1171, 
by  which  the  city  was  provisioned 
from  the  fertile  AjaraJ'e ; the  destruc- 
tion of  this  communication  by  St.  Fer- 
dinand led  to  the  surrender  of  Seville. 
This  bridge  of  boats,  has  been  for  ages 
a source  of  profit  to  the  commissioners, 
who  have  received  funds  sufficient  to 
have  built  one  of  marble : recently  a 
suspension-bridge  has  been  erected, 
after  designs,  we  believe,  of  Mr.  Clark. 

Next  observe  el  Triunfo,  a monu- 
ment common  in  Spanish  towns,  and 
raised  in  honour  of  the  triumph  ob- 
tained by  the  advocates  of  the  Imma- 
culate Conception ; a statue  of  the 
Virgin  and  local  tutelars  are  usually 
placed  on  the  erection  ; the  Doric  gate 
which  here  leads  into  the  town  is 
called  la  Puerta  de  Triana,  because 
facing  that  suburb  ; it  was  erected  in 
1588,  and  is  attributed  to  Herrera. 
The  upper  story  was  used  as  a state 
prison — a Newgate  : here  the  Conde 
del  Aguila,  the  Manienas  of  Seville, 
was  murdered  by  the  patriots,  urged 
on  by  the  Catiline  Tilli  (see  Schep.  i. 
269,  and  Doblado’s  Letters,  p.  439). 
The  plain  beyond  was  formerly  el 
Pemeo,  or  the  pig-market ; during  the 
cholera,  in  1833,  the  unclean  animals 
were  removed  to  the  meadows  of  the 
virgin  patronesses  Justa  and  Rufina, 
behind  San  Agustin,  and  the  space 
made  into  an  esplanade  : now  re-enter- 
ing by  the  Puerta  Beal  the  circuit  is 
concluded. 

Of  course  the  traveller  will  ride  out 
some  day  to  Alcala  de  Guadaira  (see 
p.  25). 

A smaller  and  home  circuit  should 
also  be  made  on  the  r.  bank  of  the 
Guadalquivir,  crossing  over  the  boat- 
bridge  to  the  suburb  Triana,  the 
Moorish  Tarayauah,  a name  supposed 
to  be  a corruption  from  Trajana, 
Trajan  having  been  bom  near  it,  at 
Italica.  It  is  the  Transtevere  of  Seville, 
and  the  favourite  residence  of  gipsies, 
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bull-fighters,  smugglers,  robbers,  and 
other  picturesque  rascals  ; hence  it  is 
much  frequented  by  the  ajicion,  by 
fancy  men  and  Majos,  who  lore  low 
company  : this  is  the  place  to  behold  a 
funcion  de  gitanos , got  up  in  all  the 
glory  of  Gaditanian  dancing,  jaleos  y 
aratias.  To  the  r.,  on  crossing  the 
bridge,  are  some  remains  of  the  once 
formidable  Moorish  castle,  which  was 
made  the  first  residence  of  the  Inqui- 
sition, the  cradle  of  that  fourth  Fury. 
The  Guadalquivir,  which  blushed  at 
the  fires,  and  curdled  with  the  blood- 
shed, almost  swept  away  this  edifice 
in  1626,  as  if  indignant  at  the  crimes 
committed  on  its  bank.  The  tribunal 
was  then  moved  to  the  Calle  San 
Marcos,  and  afterwards  to  the  Ala- 
meda Vieja.  The  ruined  castle  was 
afterwards  taken  down,  and  the  site 
converted  into  the  present  market 

The  parish  church,  Santa  Ana,  was 
built  by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  in  1276: 
the  image  of  the  “ Mother  of  the 
Virgin,”  in  the  high  altar,  is  a 
Virgen  aparecida,  or  a divinely  re- 
vealed palladium,  and  is  brought  out 
in  public  calamities,  but  as  a matter  of 
etiquette  it  never  crosses  the  bridge, 
which  would  be  going  out  of  its  paro- 
chial jurisdiction : in  the  Trascoro  is  a 
curious  Virgin,  painted  by  Alejo  Fer- 
nandez ; in  the  plateresque  RetalAo  are 
many  fineCampanas,  especially  a “ St. 
George,”  which  is  quite  a Giorgione. 
The  statues  and  bas-reliefs  are  by  Pe- 
dro Delgado.  Visit  the  church  Nvestra 
Senora  del  O ; many  females  are  here 
christened  with  this  vowel.  Great 
quantities  of  coarse  azulejo  and  loza, 
earthenware,  are  still  made  here  as  in 
the  days  of  Santas  Justa  and  Jlufina. 
The  naranjales,  or  orange-gardens,  are 
worth  notice.  The  principal  street  is 
called  de  Castilla : here  the  soap- 
makers  lived,  whence  our  term  Cas- 
tile soap.  There  is  a local  history, 

* Aparato  de  Triana,’  Justino  Matute, 
Sevilla,  1818. 

To  the  r.,  a short  walk  outside  Tri- 
ana, and  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  is  the 
Cartuja  Convent,  dedicated  to  Nuestra 
Senora  de  las  Cuevas,  and  begun 
in  1400  by  Arch.  B.  Mena:  the  funds 
left  by  him  were  seized  by  the  govern-  i 


ment,  always  needy  and  always  un- 
principled. Finished  by  Pier  A fan  de 
Ribera,  it  became  a museum  of  piety, 
painting,  sculpture,  and  architecture, 
until  el  tiempo  de  los  Franceses,  when, 
according  to  Laborde,  iii.  263,  “ Le 
Ml.  Soult  en  fit  une  excellente  citadelle, 
dont  l’Eglise  devint  le  magasin  ; la 
Bibliotheque  ne  valoit  rien : elle  a 
servi  pour  faire  des  gargousses  ” (cart- 
ridges) : sequestered  latterly,  and  sold, 
it  has  been  turned  into  a pottery  by 
Mr.  Pickman,  a worthy  Englishman, 
who,  not  making  the  chapel  his  maga- 
zine, has  preserved  it  for  holy  purposes. 
Observe  the  fine  rose  window  in  the 
facade,  and  the  stones  recording  the 
heights  of  inundations  ; inquire  in  the 
garden  for  the  old  burial-ground,  and 
the  Gothic  inscription  of  the  age  of 
Hermenigildo.  N.  B.  its  oranges  are 
delicious. 

Following  the  banks  of  a stream  we 
reach  the  miserable  village  of  Santi 
Ponce , a corruption  from  the  name  of 
San  Geroncio,  its  Gothic  bishop,  or,  ac- 
cording to  others,  of  Santo  Pozo,  the 
“ holy  well :”  it  was  the  once  ancient 
Italics,  the  birthplace  of  the  Emperors 
Trajan,  Adrian,  and  Theodosius;  it 
was  founded  o.c.  547,  on  the  site  of  the 
Iberian  town  Sancios,  by  Scipio  Afri- 
canus,  and  destined  as  a home  for  his 
veterans  (App.  ‘ B.  H.’  463).  It  was 
adorned  by  Adrian  with  sumptuous 
edifices. 

Italics  was  preserved  by  the  Goths, 
and  made  the  see  of  a bishop  : Leovi- 
gild,  in  584,  repaired  the  walls  when 
he  was  besieging  Seville,  then  the 
stronghold  of  his  rebel  son  Hermeni- 
gildo. The  name  Italics  was  corrupted 
by  the  Moors  into  Talikah,  Talca  ; and 
in  old  deeds  the  fields  are  termed  los 
campos  de  Talca,  and  the  town  Sevilla 
la  vieja.  The  ruin  of  Italics  dates  from 
the  river  having  changed  its  bed.  The 
Moors  soon  abandoned  a town  and  “ a 
land  which  the  rivers  had  spoiled,” 
and  selected  Seville  as  a better  site ; 
and  ever  since  the  remains  have  been 
used  as  a quarry.  Consult  ‘ Bosquejo 
de  Italica,’  Justino  Matuft,  Sevilla, 
1827 ; and  for  the  medals,  Florez, 

‘ M.,’  ii.  477.  Of  these  many,  chiefly 
copper  or  small  silver  coins,  are  found 
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and  offered  for  sale  to  foreigners  by 
the  peasants,  who,  with  a view  of  re- 
commending their  wares,  polish  them 
bright,  and  rub  off  the  precious  bloom, 
the  patina  and  cerugo,  the  sacred  rust 
of  twice  ten  hundred  years. 

On  Dec.  12,  1799,  a fine  mosaic 
pavement  was  discovered,  which  a poor 
monk,  named  Jose  Moscoso,  to  his 
honour,  enclosed  with  a wall,  in  order 
to  save  it  from  the  usual  fate  in  Spain. 
Didot,  in  1802,  published  for  Laborde 
a splendid  folio,  with  engravings  and 
description.  The  traveller  will  find  a 
copy  in  the  cathedral  library  in  the 
Pat io  de  los  Naranjos,  a t Sevi  He.  Now 
this  work  is  all  that  remains,  for  the 
soldiers  of  M.  Soult  converted  the  en- 
closure into  a goat-pen. 

The  amphitheatre  lies  outside  the  old 
town.  On  the  way  ruins  peep  out 
amid  the  weeds  and  olive-groves,  like 
the  grey  bones  of  dead  giants.  The 
amphitheatre,  in  1774,  was  used  by  the 
corporation  of  Seville  for  river  dikes, 
and  for  making  the  road  to  Badajoz. 
See  the  details,  by  an  eye-witness, 
* Viaje  desde  Granada  a Lisboa ,’  duo. 
1774,  p.  70.  The  form  is,  however, 
yet  to  be  traced,  and  the  broken  tiers 
of  seats.  The  scene  is  sad  and  lonely  : 
a few  gipsies  usually  lurk  among  the 
vaults.  The  visitors  scramble  over  the 
broken  seats  of  once  easy  access,  fright- 
ening the  glittering  lizards  or  Lagartos, 
which  hurry  into  the  rustling  bram- 
bles. Behind,  in  a small  valley,  a 
limpid  stream  still  trickles  from  a font 
and  tempts  the  thirsty  traveller,  as  it 
once  did  the  mob  of  Italica  when 
heated  with  games  of  blood. 

The  rest  of  Italica  either  sleeps  bu- 
ried under  the  earth,  or  has  been  car- 
ried away  by  builders.  To  the  west 
are  some  vaulted  brick  tanks,  called 
La  Casa  de  Ins  Banos.  They  were  the 
reservoirs  of  the  aqueduct  brought  by 
Adrian  from  Tejada,  7 L.  distant. 
Occasionally  partial  excavations  are 
made,  but  all  is  done  by  fits  and  starts, 
and  on  no  regular  plan : the  thing  is 
taken  up  and  put.  down  by  accident  and 
caprice,  altd  the  antiques  found  are 
usually  of  a low  art.  The  site  was  pur- 
chased. in  1301,  by  Guzman  r.l  Bueno, 
(see  p.  17),  who  founded  the  castellated 


convent  San  Lsidoro  as  the  burial-place 
of  his  family.  The  sacred  pile  was 
entirely  gutted  and  ruined  by  Soult  on 
his  evacuation  of  Andalucia.  and  next 
was  made  a prison  for  galley-slaves. 
The  chapel  is,  however,  preserved  for 
the  village  church.  Observe  the  sta- 
tues of  San  lsidoro  and  San  Jeronimo 
by  Montanes,  and  the  effigies  of  Guz- 
man and  his  wife,  who  lie  buried  be- 
low. The  tomb  was  opened  in  1 570, 
and  the  body  of  the  good  man,  accord- 
ing to  Matute  (p.  156),  “ found  almost 
entire,  and  nine  feet  high here  lies 
also  Dona  Uraca  Osorio,  with  her  maid 
Leonora  Davaios  at  her  feet.  She  was 
burnt  alive  by  Pedro  the  Cruel  for  re- 
jecting his  addresses.  A portion  of  her 
chaste  body  was  exposed  by  the  flames 
which  consumed  her  dress,  whereupon 
her  attendant,  faithful  in  death,  rushed 
into  the  fire,  and  died  in  concealing  her 
mistress. 

The  Feria  de  Santi  Ponce  is  the 
Greenwich  fair  of  Seville:  then  booths 
are  erected  in  the  ancient  bed  of  the 
river,  which  becomes  a scene  of  Majeza 
and  their  Jaleos.  The  holiday  folk,  in 
all  their  Andalucian  finer}',  return  at 
nightfall  in  Carretas  filled  with  Gila- 
nas  y Corraleras,  while  los  majos  y los 
de  la  ajicion  (faucy)  vuelven  a caballo, 
con  sus  queriditas  en  ancas.  Crowds 
of  the  better  classes  come  or  used  to 
come  out  to  see  this  procession,  and  sit 
on  chairs  in  the  Callede  Castilla,  which 
resounds  with  requiebros,  and  is  enliv- 
ened with  exhibitions  of  small  horns 
made  of  barro,  the  type  of  the  Cornudo 
paciente  of  Seville ; civilization,  alas  ! 
is  effacing  these  nationalities;  already 
the  females  are  quitting  their  charming 
costume  for  bonnets  a la  Frangaise  and 
Manchester  cottons ; then  with  their 
dark  faces,  white  gowns,  and  gaudy 
ribbons,  they  put  one  in  mind  of  May- 
day  chimney-sweeps. 

The  traveller  may  return  from  Ita- 
lica to  Seville  by  a different  route, 
keeping  under  the  slopes  of  the  hills : 
opposite  Seville,  on  the  summit  to  the 
r.,  is  Castilcja  de  la  Cuesta,  from 
whence  the  view  is  fine  and  extensive. 
Here  Fernan  Cortes  died  Dec.  2,  1547, 
aged  63,  a broken-hearted  victim,  like 
Ximenez,  Columbus,  Gonzalo  de  Cor- 
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dova,  and  others,  of  his  king’s  and  | 
country’s  ingratitude.  He  was  first 
buried  in  San  Isidoro  at  Italica,  until 
his  bones,  like  those  of  Columbus, 
after  infinite  moviugs  and  changings 
of  sepulture,  at  last  reached  the  scene 
of  his  glories  and  crimes  during  life. 

Keeping  the  hill  Chaboya  to  the  r., 
we  reach  San  Juan  de  Alfarache,  Hisn- 
al-faraj,  “ of  the  fissure  or  cleft it 
was  the  Moorish  river  key  of  Seville, 
and  the  old  and  ruined  walls  still 
crown  the  heights.  This  was  the  site 
of  the  Roman  Julia  Constantia,  the 
Gothic  Osset,  and  the  scene  of  infinite 
aqueous  miracles  during  the  Arian 
controversy : a font  yet  remains  in  the 
chapel.  Read  the  inscription  concern- 
ing the  self-replenishing  of  water  every 
Thursday  in  the  Semana  Santa ; con- 
sult the  quarto  Sabre  la  milagrosafuente, 
by  Josef  San"  Maria,  Sev.  1030,  and  the 
Ksp.  Say.  ix.  117.  Strabo,  however 
(iii.  261),  points  out  among  the  marvels 
of  Bsetica  certain  wells  and  fountains 
which  ebbed  and  flowed  spontaneously. 

Observe  the  Petahlo,  with  pictures 
by  Castillo,  which  originally  existed 
in  the  San  Juan  de  la  Palma.  The 
panorama  of  Seville,  from  the  convent 
parapet,  is  charmiug.  On  the  opposite  I 
side  of  the  river  is  the  fine  Nuranjal 
or  orange-grove  of  the  house  of  Beck, 
which  is  worth  riding  to.  “ Seville,” 
says  Byron,  and  truly,  “ is  a pleasant 
city,  famous  for  oranges  and  women.” 
There  are  two  sorts  of  the  former,  the 
sweet  and  the  bitter  (Arabiee  Narang, 
unde  Naranja),  of  which  Scotch  mar- 
malade is  made  and  Dutch  Cura 50a  is 
flavoured.  The  trees  begin  to  bear  fruit 
about  the  sixth  year  after  they  are 
planted,  and  the  quality  continues  to 
improve  for  16  to  20  years,  after  which 
the  orange  degenerates,  the  rind  gets 
thick,  and  it  becomes  unfit  for  the 
foreign  market,  which  always  takes  the 
best.  The  trees  flower  in  March,  and 
perfume  the  air  of  Seville  with  the  al- 
most sickening  odour,  which  retains  its 
Arabic  name  Azahar ; from  the  blos- 
soms sweetmeats  are  made,  and  deli- 
cious orange-flower  water  ; buy  it  at 
Aquilar’s,  Plaza  San  Vicente ; nice 
sweetmeats  are  made  of  them  by  the 
nuns ; to  eat  the  orange  in  perfection,  it 


should  not  be  gathered  until  the  new 
blossom  appears.  The  oranges  begin 
to  turn  yellow  in  October,  and  are 
then  picked,  as  they  never  increase  in 
size  after  changing  colour;  they  are 
wrapped  in  Catalan  paper,  and  packed 
in  chests,  which  contain  from  700  to 
1000  each,  and  may  be  worth  to  the 
exporter  from  25s.  to  30s.  They  ripen 
on  the  voyage,  but  the  rind  gets  tough, 
and  the  freshness  of  the  newly-gather- 
ed fruit  is  lost.  The  natives  are  very 
fanciful  about  eating  them : they  do 
not  think  them  good  before  March, 
and  poison  if  eaten  after  sunset  The 
vendors  in  the  street  cry  them  as  mas 
Unices  que  almibar,  sweeter  than  syrup, 
like  the  “ Honey,  oh!  oranges  honey” 
of  the  Cairo  chapmen. 

The  village  below  the  hill  of  Alfa- 
rache, being  exempt  from  the  odious 
Derecho  de  puertas,  and  being  a plea- 
sant walk,  is  frequented  on  holidays 
by  the  Sevillians,  who  love  cheap 
drink,  &c.  Those  who  remember  what 
preceded  the  birth  of  El  Piearo  Guz- 
man de  Alfarache — a novel  so  well 
translated  by  Le  Sage — may  rest  as- 
sured that  matters  are  not  much 
changed.  Gelves,  Gelduba,  lies  lower 
down  the  river.  This  village  gives 
the  title  of  Count  to  the  descendants  of 
Columbus : the  family  sepulchre  is  left 
in  disgraceful  neglect. 

EXCURSION  TO  AN  OLIVE-FARM. 

The  olives  and  oil  of  Bmtica  were 
celebrated  in  antiquity,  and  still  form 
a staple  and  increasing  commodity  of 
Andalucia.  The  districts  between 
! Seville  and  Alcala,  and  in  the  Ajarafe, 
are  among  the  richest  in  Spain  : an 
excursion  should  be  made  to  some 
-large  Hacienda  in  order  to  examine 
the  process  of  the  culture  and  the  ma- 
nufacture, which  are  almost  identical 
with  those  described  by  Varro,  Colu- 
mella, and  Pliny.  Formerly  Seville 
was  surrounded  with  splendid  Hacien- 
das, which  combined  at  once  a country- 
house,  a village,  and  oil-manufactory  ; 
the  fiestas  concites  de  cumpo,  kept  here 
by  the  wealthy  proprietors,  were  cele- 
brated. The  French  troops,  by  destroy- 
ing everything,  dealt  a heavy  blow  to 
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this  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  few 
of  the  ruined  proprietors  have  been  able 
to  restore  their  ravaged  establishments. 

San  Bartolom a farm  belonging  to 
the  Paterna  family,  is  a fine  specimen 
of  a first-rate  Hacienda ; it  contains 
about  20,000  trees,  each  of  which  will 
yield  from  two  to  three  bushels  of 
olives ; the  whole  produce  averages 
5000  arrobas  (25  lb.),  which  vary  in 
price  from  two  to  five  dollars.  The 
olive-tree,  however  classical,  is  very 
unpicturesque  ; its  ashy  leaf  on  a pol- 
larded'trunk  reminds  one  of  a second- 
rate  willow-tree,  while  it  affords  neither 
shade,  shelter,  nor  colour. 

The  trees  are  usually  planted  in 
formal  rows  : a branch  is  cut  from  the 
parent  in  January  ; the  end  is  opened 
into  four  slits,  into  which  a stone  is 
placed  ; it  is  then  planted,  banked,  and 
watered  for  two  years,  and  as  it  grows 
is  pruned  into  four  or  five  upright 
branches  : they  begin  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense about  the  tenth  year,  but  do  not 
attain  their  prime  before  the  thirtieth. 
Whole  plantations  were  burnt  down  by 
the  French,  while  the  Duke  issued  strict 
orders  forbidding  it  among  our  troops. 

The  berry  is  picked  in  the  autumn 
when  it  is  purple-coloured  and  shining : 
then  the  scene  is  busy  and  picturesque ; 
the  peasant,  clad  in  sheep-skins,  is  up 
in  the  trees  like  a satyr,  beating  off 
the  fruit,  while  his  children  pick  them 
up,  and  his  wife  and  sisters  drive  the 
laden  donkeys  to  the  mill.  The  berries 
are  then  placed  on  a circular  hollowed 
stone,  over  which  another  is  moved 
by  a mule ; the  crushed  mass,  horujo 
borujo,  is  shovelled  on  to  round  mats, 
capvchos,  made  of  esparto,  and  taken 
to  the  press,  el  trujal,  which  is  forced 
down  by  a very  long  and  weighty 
beam,  composed  of  six  or  seven  pine- 
trees,  like  a ship’s  bowsprit,  over  which, 
in  order  to  resist  the  strain,  a heavy 
tower  of  masonry  is  built ; a score  of 
frails  of  the  bontgo  is  placed  under  the 
screw,  moistened  with  hot  water,  which 
is  apt  to  make  the  oil  rancid.  The  liquor 
as  it  flows  out  is  passed  into  a reser- 
voir below  ; the  residuum  comes  forth 
like  a damson-cheese,  and  is  used  for 
fuel  and  for  fattening  pigs ; the  oil  as 
it  rises  on  the  water  is  skimmed  off, 


and  poured  into  big-bellied  earthen 
jars,  tinajas,  and  then  removed  into 
still  larger,  which  are  sunk  into  the 
ground.  These  amphorae,  made  chiefly 
at  Coria,  near  Seville,  recall  the  jars 
of  the  forty  thieves;  some  will  hold 
from  200  to  300  arrobas,  t.  e.  from  800 
to  1200  gallons. 

The  oil,  aceite  (Arabice  azzaif),  is 
strong,  and  not  equal  to  the  purer,  finer 
produce  of  Lucca,  but  the  Spaniards, 
from  habit,  think  the  Italian  oil  insipid. 
The  second-class  oils  are  coarse,  thick, 
and  green-coloured,  and  are  exported 
for  soap-making,  or  used  for  lamps. 
Caudles  are  rare  in  Spain,  where  the 
ancient  lamp,?/  velon  or  candil  (Arabich 
kandeel),  prevail,  and  are  exactly  such 
as  are  found  at  Pompeii.  The  farm  is 
a little  colony ; the  labourers  are  fed 
by  the  proprietor ; they  are  allowed 
bread,  garlic,  salt,  oil,  vinegar,  and 
pimientos,  which  they  make  into  r/rigas 
and  oriental  gazpacho  (Arabice,  soaked 
bread),  without  which,  in  the  burning 
summers,  their  “ souls  would  be  dried 
away’’  (Numbers  xi.  6). 

There  are  many  kinds  of  olives : the 
first  class  are  called  las  Reynas,  las 
Padronas.  The  finest  are  made  from 
the  gordal,  which  only  grows  in  a cir- 
cuit of  5 L.  round  Seville : the  berry 
is  gathered  before  quite  ripe,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  green  colour : it  is 
pickled  for  six  days  in  a Salmuera,  or 
brine,  made  of  water,  salt,  thyme,  bay- 
laurel,  and  garlic ; without  this  the  olive 
would  putrefy,  as  it  throws  out  a mould, 
nata.  The  middling,  or  second  classes, 
are  called  las  Medianas,  also  las  Mo- 
radas,  from  their  purple  colour ; these 
are  often  mixed  in  a strong  pickle, 
and  then  are  called  Alinadas : the 
worst  sort  are  the  Rebusco,  Recuses,  or 
the  refuse ; these  begarlicked  and  be- 
pickled  form  a staple  article  of  food  for 
the  poor.  The  olive  is  nutritious,  but 
heating;  the  better  classes  eat  them 
sparingly,  although  a few  are  usually 
placed  in  saucers  at  their  dinners. 
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Rio  Tinto  5 

A race  n a •••••5 

Fuente*  de  Leon 6 

Segura  de  Leon 1 

Valencia 3 

Fuente  de  Cantos 1 

Llerena 4 

Guadalcanal 4 

Fuente  Ovejuna  . 5 

Velaloazar 5 

Almaden  ..••••••••6 

Santa  Kufemia 3 

A1  viso  de  los  Pedroches  • . . 2 
Villanueva  del  Duque  ....  2 
Villaharta  or  Villarta  • • . . 5 
Cordova 6 


There  are  coal  mines  at  Villanueva 
dtl  Rio,  which  those  who  intend  to 
make  this  whole  circuit  should  visit 
before  starting. 

R.  7 is  a riding  tour  of  bad  roads 
and  worse  accommodations ; attend, 
therefore,  to  the  provend ; and  get  a 
Spanish  passport  from  the  Captain- 
General,  or  gefe  politico,  explaining 
the  scientific  object  of  the  excursion  : 
letters  of  introduction  to  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  mines  are  also  useful. 
The  distances  must  be  taken  approxi- 
matively ; they  are  mountain  leagues, 
and  very  conventional.  The  botany  is 
highly  interesting,  and  game  abundant. 
A double-barrel  gun  is  useful  in  more 
respects  than  one.  For  some  remarks 
on  mines  in  Spain  and  the  most  useful 
books,  see  Cartagena. 

Passing  through  Italica,  the  high 
road  to  Badajoz  is  continued  to  the 
Venta  de  Pajanosa,  4 L. ; then  a rude 
track  turns  off  to  the  1.  over  a waste  of 
cistus  and  aromatic  flowers  to  Algar- 
roho,  1 L„  a small  hamlet,  where  bait. 
Hence  3 L.  over  a similar  country  to  a 
mountain  village,  Castillo  de  las  Gttar- 
dias,  so  called  from  its  Moorish  watch- 
fort  : here  sleep.  5 L.,  over  a lonely 
dehesa,  lead  next  day  to  Rio  Tinto, 
where  there  is  a decent  posada.  The 
red  naked  sides  of  the  copper  moun- 
tain, La  Cabe.za  Colorado,  with  clouds 
of  smoke  curling  over  dark  pine-woods, 
announce  from  afar  these  celebrated 
mines.  The  immediate  approach  to 
the  hamlet  is  like  that  to  a minor  in- 
fernal region ; the  road  is  made  of 
burnt  ashes  and  escoriee,  the  walls  are 
composed  of  lava-like  dross,  while 
haggard  miners,  with  sallow  faces  and 


blackened  dress,  creep  about,  fit  deni- 
zens of  the  place ; the  green  coppery 
stream  which  winds  under  the  bank  of 
firs  is  the  tinged  river,  from  whence 
the  village  takes  its  name  : flowing  out 
of  the  bowels  of  the  mountain,  it  is 
supposed  to  be  connected  with  some  in- 
ternal undiscovered  ancient  conduit : 
j the  purest  copper  is  obtained  from  it ; 

I iron  bars  are  placed  in  wooden  troughs, 

1 which  are  immersed  in  the  waters ; 
the  cascara,  or  flake  of  metal,  deposited 
on  it,  is  knocked  off ; the  bar  is  then 
subjected  to  the  same  process  until 
completely  eaten  away.  The  water  is 
deadly  poisonous,  and  stains  and  cor- 
rodes everything  that  it  touches. 

These  mines  were  perfectly  well 
known  to  the  ancients,  whose  shafts 
and  galleries  are  constantly  being  dis- 
covered. The  Romans  and  Moors 
appear  chiefly  to  have  worked  on  the 
N.  side  of  the  hill;  the  enormous  ac- 
cumulation of  escoriales  show  to  what 
an  extent  they  carried  on  operations. 

The  village  is  built  about  a mile 
from  the  mines,  and  was  raised  by  one 
I.iberto  Wolters,  a Swede,  to  whom 
Philip  V.  had  granted  a lease  of  the 
mines,  which  reverted  to  the  crown  in 
' 1783.  It  is  principally  occupied  by 
the  miners,  but  the  empleados  and  offi- 
cial people  have  a street  to  themselves. 
The  view  from  above  the  church  is 
striking;  below  lies  the  town  with  its 
green  stream  and  orange-groves ; to  the 
1.  rises  the  ragged  copper  hill,  wrapped 
in  sulphureous  wreaths  of  smoke ; while 
to  the  r.  the  magnificent  flat  fir  bank, 
la  mesa  de  los  pinos,  which  supplies 
fuel  to  the  furnaces,  is  backed  by  a 
boundless  extent  of  cistus-clad  lulls, 
rising  one  over  another. 

A proper  officer  will  conduct  the 
traveller  over  the  mines,  who  thus  fol- 
lows the  ore  through  every  stage  of  the 
process,  until  it  becomes  pure  copper ; 
visit  therefore  the  Castillo  de  Solomon 
in  the  Cahesa  Colorado.  Entering  the 
shaft,  you  soon  descend  by  a well,  or 
; pozo,  down  a ladder,  to  an  under  gal- 
lery : the  heat  increases  with  the  depth, 
as  there  is  no  ventilation  ; at  the  bot- 
tom the  thermometer  stands  at  80  Fahr., 
and  the  stout  miners,  who  drive  iron 
wedges  into  the  rock  previously  to 
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blasting,  work  almost  naked,  and  the 
few  clothes  they  have  on  are. perfectly 
drenched  with  perspiration  ; the  scene 
is  gloomy,  the  air  close  and  poisonous, 
the  twinkling  flicker  of  the  miners’ 
tapers  blue  and  unearthly ; here  and 
there  figures,  with  lamps  at  their  breasts, 
flit  about  like  the  tenants  of  the  halls 
of  Eblis,  and  disappear  by  ladders  into 
the  deeper  depths.  Melancholy  is  the 
sound  of  the  pick  of  the  solitary  work- 
man, who  alone  in  his  stone  niche  is 
hammering  at  his  rocky  prison  like 
some  confined  demon,  endeavouring  to 
force  his  way  to  light  and  liberty. 

The  copper  is  found  in  an  iron 
pyrites,  and  yields  about  five  per  cent. 
The  stalactites  are  very  beautiful ; for 
wherever  the  water  trickles  through 
the  roof  of  the  gallery,  it  forms  icicles, 
as  it  were,  of  emeralds  and  amethysts ; 
but  these  bright  colours  oxidize  in  the 
open  air,  and  are  soon  changed  to  a 
dun  brown.  When  the  Zufra,  or 
rough  ore,  is  extracted,  it  is  taken  to 
the  Calcination,  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  and  is  there  burnt  three  times  in 
the  open  air ; the  sulphur  is  sublimated 
and  lost,  as  it  passes  off  in  clouds  of 
smoke ; the  rough  metal,  which  looks 
like  a sort  of  iron  coke,  is  next  carried 
to  be  smelted  at  houses  placed  near  the 
stream,  by  whose  water-power  the 
bellows  are  set  in  action.  The  metal 
is  first  mixed  with  equal  parts  of  char- 
coal and  escor  idles,  the  ancient  ones 
being  preferred,  and  is  then  fused  with 
hrezo,  a sort  of  fuel  composed  of  cistus 
and  rosemary.  The  iron  flows  away 
like  lava,  anil  the  copper  is  precipitated 
into  a pan  or  copella  below.  It  is  then 
refined  in  ovens,  or  reverberos,  and 
loses  about  a third  of  its  weight ; the 
scum  and  impurities  as  they  rise  to  the 
surface  are  scraped  off  with  a wooden 
hoe.  The  pure  copper  is  then  sent 
either  to  Seville,  to  the  cannon-foundry, 
or  to  Segovia,  to  be  coined. 

There  is  a direct  cross-ride  over  the 
wild  mountains  to  Gn<j.dalcanul  and 
Almaden.  Attend  to  the  provend  and 
take  a local  guide.  It  is  far  better  to 
make  a detour  and  visit  Aracena,  5 L. 
and  6 hours’  ride,  over  trackless,  life- 
less, aromatic  wide  wastes  of  green  hills 
and  blue  skies : after  Campo  Frio,  2 L.,  | 


the  country  improves  and  becomes 
quite  park-like  and  English.  Aracena 
is  seen  from  afar  crowning  a mountain 
ridge : here  is  a good  posada : popu- 
lation about  5000,  which  is  swelled  in 
the  summer,  when  the  cool  breezes 
tempt  the  wealthy  from  Seville  to  this 
Corte  de  la  Sierra.  Ascend  to  the 
ruined  Moorish  castle  and  church, 
which  commands  a splendid  mountain 
panorama.  The  Arabesque  belfry  has 
been  capped  with  an  incongruous  mo- 
dern top.  It  was  to  Aracena  that  the 
learned  Arias  Montano  retired  after 
his  return  from  the  Council  of  Trent. 
From  hence  there  is  a direct  bridle- 
route  to  Llerena,  12  L.,  turning  off  to 
the  r.  to  Arroyo  Molinus  4 L.,  and 
crossing  the  great  Badajoz  and  Seville 
road  at  Monasterio  3,  thence  on  to 
Montemolin  2,  Llerena  3. 

Let  us  first  mention  the  route  on  to 
Zafra.  The  country  is  charming. 
Leaving  Aracena,  5 L.  of  iniquitous 
road  lead  to  Fuentes  de  Leon  ; the 
country  resembles  the  oak  districts  of 
Sussex,  near  Petersfield:  in  these  En- 
cinares  vast  herds  of  swine  are  fattened. 
At  Carboneras,  1 I-.,  the  route  enters  a 
lovely  defile,  with  a clear  torrent;  all 
now  is  verdure  and  vegetation,  fruit 
and  flower.  The  green  grass  is  most 
refreshing,  while  the  air  is  perfumed 
with  wild  flowers,  and  gladdened  by 
songs  of  nightingales.  How  doubly 
beautiful,  as  reminding  one  of  dear 
England  1 These  districts  once  be- 
longed to  the  rich  convent  of  San 
Marcos  of  Leon.  Thence  to  Segura 
de  Leon,  1 L.,  which  is  approached 
through  a grove  of  pine-trees,  above 
which  the  fine  old  castle  soars,  com- 
manding a noble  view.  It  is  in  per- 
fect repair,  and  belonged  to  the  Infante 
Don  Carlos.  Valencia  de  Leon  has 
also  another  well  preserved  castle, 
with  a square  torre  mocha  or  keep : 
observe  the  brick  belfry  of  the  parish 
church,  with  its  machicolations  and 
fringe  of  Gothic  circles.  In  these 
vicinities  occurred  one  of  those  remark- 
able miracles  so  frequent  in  Spanish 
history  : — In  the  year  1247  Don  Pelayo 
Perez  Correa  was  skirmishing  with 
some  Moors,  when  he  implored  the 
| Virgin  to  detain  the  day,  promising 
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her  a temple.  The  sun  was  instantly 
arrested  in  its  course  (compare  Oran 
at  Toledo).  The  chapel  built  by  Correa, 
which  marks  the  site,  is  still  called 
Santa  Maria  Tendudia,  a corruption 
of  his  exclamation,  Deten  tu  el  dia ! 
Correa  on  the  same  day  struck  a rock, 
whence  water  issued  for  his  thirsty 
troops.  See  Espinosa,  ‘ Hist,  de  Se- 
villa,’ iv.  156.  Accordingly,  in  the 
‘ Memorial  de  San  Fernando,’  iii.  110, 
Madrid,  1800,  this  partisan  is  termed 
the  Moses  and  Joshua  of  Spain. 

Crossing  the  Badajoz  road,  we  now 
turn  to  the  r.  to  Llerena,  Regiana,  an 
agricultural  town  of  some  5000  souls, 
and  of  no  interest  save  to  the  lover  of 
tauromachia.  Here,  on  the  vigil  of 
San  Marcos,  and  it  occurred  in  other 
neighbouring  villages,  the  parish 
priest,  dressed  in  full  canonicals,  and 
attended  by  his  flock,  proceeded  to  a 
herd  of  cattle  and  selected  a bull,  and 
christened  him  by  the  name  of  Mark. 
The  proselyte  then  followed  his  leader 
to  mass,  entering  the  church  and  be- 
having quite  correctly  all  that  day. 
After  mass  he  paraded  the  village, 
decorated  with  flowers  and  ribands, 
behaving  like  a lamb.  The  learned 
Feyjoo,  in  his  ‘ Teatro  Critico’  vi. 
205,  dedicates  a paper  to  this  miracle, 
and  devotes  25  pages  to  its  theological 
discussion. 

Near  Llerena,  April  11,  1812,  Lord 
Comberraere,  with  his  cavalry,  put  to 
indescribable  rout  2500  French  horse, 
supported  by  10,000  infantry,  the  rear- 
guard of  Soult,  under  Drouet,  who 
was  retiring,  baffled  by  the  capture  of 
Badajoz.  Few  charges  were  more 
“ brilliant  and  successful  ” than  this : 
they  rode  down  the  flying  foe  like 
stubble  in  the  plains.  (Disp.,  April  16, 
1812.) 

On  leaving  Llerena,  the  road  runs 
for  4 L.  over  wide  corn-tracts,  studded 
with  conical  hills,  to  Guadalcanal, 
said  to  have  l>een  the  Celtic  Tereses. 
The  silver  and  lead  mines  are  situated 
about  a mile  to  the  N.E.  The  river 
Genalija  divides  Estremadura  from 
Andalucia.  These  mines  were  disco- 
vered in  1509  by  a peasant  named 
Delgado,  who  ploughed  up  some  ore. 
In  1598  they  were  leased  to  the  bro- 


thers Mark  and  Christopher  Fugger, 
the  celebrated  merchants  of  Augsburg, 
who  also  rented  the  quicksilver-mines 
at  Almaden ; and  they,  keeping  their 
own  secret,  extracted  from  the  Pozo 
rico  such  wealth  as  rendered  them  pro- 
verbial, and  Ser  rico  como  un  Fucar 
meant  in  the  time  of  Cervantes  being 
as  rich  as  Croesus,  or,  as  we  should  say, 
a Rothschild.  They  built  a street  in 
Madrid  after  their  name.  Their  de- 
scendants, in  1635,  were  forced  to  give 
the  mines  up ; but  previously,  and  in 
spite,  they  turned  in  a stream  of  water. 
Yet  the  feme  of  their  acquisitions  sur- 
vived, and  tempted  other  speculators, 
with  “ dreams  of  worlds  oj  gold and 
in  1725  Lady  Mary  Herbert  and  Mr. 
Gage  endeavoured  to  drain  the  mines : 
these  are  Pope’s 

“ Congenial  souls ! whose  life  one  avarice 
joins, 

And  one  fate  buries  in  th'  Asturian  mines 

a slight  mistake,  by  the  way,  in  the 
poet,  both  as  to  metal  and  geography. 

The  scheme  ended  in  nothing,  as 
the  English  workmen  were  pillaged 
by  the  Spaniards,  who  resented  seeing 
“ heretics  and  foreigners”  coining  to 
carry  off  Spanish  bullion.  In  1 768 
one  Thomas  Sutton  made  another  effort 
to  rework  them.  Thence  crossing  the 
Bembezar  to  Fuente  de  Ovejuna,  popu- 
lation 5500  ; it  stands  on  the  crest  of  a 
conical  hill,  with  the  Colegiata  on  the 
apex,  like  an  acropolis.  The  “ sheep- 
fountain,”  Fons  Mellaria,  is  at  the 
bottom,  to  the  W. : coal-seams  occur 
herg  and  extend  to  Villaharta.  The 
direct  road  to  Almaden  runs  through 
Velalcazar,  20£  L.,  by  La  Grama  5.j, 
Valsequillo  4,  Velalcazar  5,  Almaden 
6 : not  interesting,  it  is  very  devoid 
of  accommodation : sleep  at  Valse- 
quillo, population  about  2000,  placed 
in  a hilly  locality  near  the  Guadiato. 
Velalcazar,  population  2500,  stands 
in  a well-watered  plain.  It  is  a tidy 
dull  town,  with  a ruined  castle,  called 
Bello  Alcazar  (whence  Velalcazar ), 
built  in  the  14tli  century.  The  Pozo 
del  pilar  is  a fine  work  ; hence  crossing 
the  Guadamatilla  over  a broken  bridge 
to  Santa  Eufemia  and  Almaden. 

The  better  route  perhaps,  although 
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equally  wearisome,  is  by  Espiel,  which 
is  reached  following  for  five  hours 
the  Guadiato,  a good  fishing  river. 
Espiel,  population  1000,  has  a bad 
posada.  This  poor  agricultural  village 
is  placed  on  a dry  elevated  situation 
between  the  fertile  valleys  of  Aran  and 
Benasque. 

A tiresome  ride  leads  to  “ Almaden 
del  Azoyite,”  t\?o  Arabic  words  which 
signify  “ the  Mine  of  Quicksilver,” 
and  show  whence  the  science  was 
learnt.  As  the  posada  is  miserable, 
lodge  in  some  private  house.  The  long 
narrow  street  is  placed  on  a scarped 
ridge : population  about  8000.  Walk 
to  the  Gloiieta,  at  the  junction  of  three 
roads,  and  look  at  this  sunburnt,  wind- 
blown town,  which  is  built  on  the  con- 
fines of  La  Mancha,  Andalucia,  and 
Estremadura.  The  Sisapona  Cetobrix 
of  Pliny  (N.  H.,  xxxiii.  7)  was  some- 
where in  this  locality.  The  mine  is 
apparently  inexhaustible,  becoming 
richer  in  proportion  as  the  shafts 
deepen.  The  vein  of  cinnabar,  about 
25  feet  thick,  traverses  rocks  of  quartz 
and  slate,  and  runs  towards  Almade- 
nejos.  Virgin  quicksilver  occurs  also 
in  pyrites  and  homstein.  The  work- 
ing this  mine  is  injurious  to  health, 
and  galley-slaves  were  long  employed 
after  the  old  Carthaginian  and  Homan 
custom ; but  now  free  labour  is  pre- 
ferred. About  5000  men  are  thus 
engaged  during  the  winter,  the  heat 
and  want  of  ventilation  rendering  the 
mercurial  exhalations  dangerous  in 
summer.  The  gangs  work  about  six 
hours  at  a time,  and  hew  the  hard  rock 
almost  naked.  There  are  three  veins, 
called  after  the  saints  Nicolas,  Fran- 
cisco, and  Diego ; the  adit  lies  out- 
side the  town  ; the  descent  is  by  steep 
ladders : the  deepest  shaft  is  said  to  be 
900  feet ; the  wells,  elsewhere  called 
Pozos,  are  here  termed  Tornos,  and  the 
shafts,  or  Ramales,  Caiias : they  extend 
under  the  town ; hence  the  cracks  in 
the  parish  church.  The  mineral  is 
raised  by  a splendid  mule-worked 
atahona.  The  arched  stone  galleries 
are  superb  : the  furnaces  of  the  smelt- 
ing-ovens are  heated  with  sweet-smell- 
ing brezo.  Thu  men  thus  employed 
are  much  more  healthy  than  the  miners. 


The  mercury  is  distilled  by  two  pro- 
cesses ; either  by  that  used  at  Idria, 
which  is  the  best,  or  from  certain  ovens 
or  Biutrones,  Homos  de  Reverbero, 
invented  by  Juan  Alonso  de  Busta- 
mente. 

The  quantity  qf  mercury  now  ob- 
tained is  enormous.  The  Fuggers 
only  extracted  4500  quintals  annually ; 
now  between  20,000  and  25,000  are 
procured.  The  price  has  also  lately- 
risen  from  34  to  84  dollars  the  quintal. 
Almaden  produces  some  250,0017. 
a-year  profit  to  government ; the  quick- 
silver always  has  been  a royal  mono- 
poly, and,  as  its  possession  converted 
the  ore  of  the  new  world  into  bullion, 
has  led  to  indescribable  jobbing  and 
robbing : the  management  latterly, 
since  the  pecuniary  importance  has 
increased,  has  been  given  to  a gefe  of 
scientific  attainments.  For  all  details 
consult  Minas  de  Almaden,  Casiano 
Prado,  Widdrington,  ch.  vii.  (See  also 
Cartagena.} 

Those  who  do  not  wish  to  visit  Al- 
maden may  return  to  Seville  from  Gua- 
dalcanal by  Constant ina,  Laconimurgi, 
a charming  fresh  mouutain  town, 
whence  Seville  is  supplied  with  fruit 
and  snow  : thence  to  picturesque  Ca- 
zulla  3 L.  Equidistant  from  these 
two  towns  is  a lead  and  silver  mine, 
called  La  Reyna.  The  iron-mines  at 
El  Pedrosu  deserve  a visit : this  busy 
establishment  is  the  creation  of  Col. 
Elorza,  an  intelligent  Basque,  who 
made  himself  master  of  the  system  of 
machinery  used  in  England,  which  he 
has  here  adopted,  and  by  so  doiug  has 
infused  life  and  wealth  into  this  Sierra, 
which  elsewhere  is  left  almost  aban- 
doned, roadless,  and  unpeopled.  Game 
of  every  kind  abounds.  The  botany 
is  also  very  interesting.  At  Cantillana, 
Illia,  6 L.,  the  mining  district  finishes, 
and  everywhere  the  escorice  show 
how  much  it  once  was  worked.  Can- 
tillana, according  to  Don  Quixote,  ii. 
49,  is  the  Lincoln  of  Spain,  over  which 
the  devil  looks.  Vamanos  por  otra 
parte,  que  esta  el  diabloen  Cantillana — 
why  he  should,  none  can  tell  but  him- 
self. Hence  to  Seville,  by  Alcala  del 
Rio  5 L.,  over  an  excellent  snipe  and 
woodcock  country,  but  without  any 
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accommodation  except  at  the  miserable 
el  Bodegon.  From  Cazalla  a route 
passes  on  to  the  coal-mines  of  Villa - 
nueva  del  Bio,  long,  in  spite  of  the 
facility  of  water-carriage,  allowed  to 
remain  almost  lost : now  they  are  in 
work,  and  the  mine  of  Col.  Elorza  is 
by  far  the  most  scientifically  conducted. 
The  coal  is  well  adapted  for  steam- 
engines.  The  river  may  be  either 
crossed  at  Alcolea  del  Rio , or  the  laud 
route  through  Santi  Ponce  regained. 

The  geologist  and  botanist,  when 
once  at  Almaden,  mav  either  join  the 
Madrid  road  at  Trujillo,  having  visited 
Logrosan  aud  Guadalupe,  or  strike 
down  to  Cordova  by  a wild  bridle-road 
of  18  L.  This  ride  occupies  3 days: 
the  first  is  the  shortest,  baiting  at  Santa 
Kufemia  and  sleeping  at  Viso.  Santa 
Eufemia  domineers  over  the  fertile 
plain  of  Pedroches,  which  separates 
the  table-land  of  Almaden  from  the 
range  of  the  Sierra  Morena:  here 
mica  slate  occurs,  followed  by  granite, 
which  commences  at  Viso,  an  agricul- 
tural town  of  some  2500  inhabitants, 
and  distant  12  L.  from  Cordova.  The 
second  day  the  country  is  tolerably 
well  cultivated  to  VillaJiarta,  where 
stop  and  liait,  aud  then,  after  L. 
over  a wild  dehesu,  ascend  the  Sietra 
Morena:  the  country  becomes  now 

most  romantic  and  full  of  deep  defiles, 
leading  into  the  central  chains.  The 
hills  are  round-backed,  aud  of  mode- 
rate elevation,  covered  with  jaras  aud 
aromatic  shrubs,  but  utterly  uninha- 
bited. Villaharta,  where  sleep,  is  a 
picturesque  village.  The  last  day's 
ride  continues  through  the  sierra,  amid 
pine-forests,  with  traces  of  seams  of 
coal,  which  extend  W.  to  Espiel  and 
Valmez,  to  a venta,  from  whence  you 
look  down  on  the  plains  of  Andalucia, 
and  descend  in  about  3 hours  to  Cor- 
dova. This  line  is  of  the  highest  in- 
terest to  the  geologist  and  botanist. 
From  Almaden  to  Ciudad  Real  are 
16  L.  (see  li.  10) ; and  it  is  in  contem- 
plation to  construct  a regular  road. 

ROUTE  9. — SEVILLE  TO  MADRID. 

Alcala  de  Guadaira  ...  2 

Mairena.  •••,..••2  .,  4 

Carmona  2 .,  6 

la  Forlugueia 21  ..  si 


La  Luiaiana 31  ..  12 

Edja 3 ..15 

La  Carlota .4  . . 19 

Mango  Negro 3 . . 82 

Cordova 3 ..25 

Casa  Blanca 21  ..  271 

Carpio 21  ..  30 

AldeadelRio 31  ..  331 

Santa  Cecilia 21  ..  36 

Andujar 2j  ..  361 

Casa  del  Rey 21  ..  41 

Bailee  •••.•••..2  ..43 

Guarroman 2 . . 45 

La  Carolina 2 ..47 

Santa  Elena 2 ..49 

Va.  de  Cardenas 2 ..31 

Almuradiel 2 . . 53 

Santa  Crux  .......  21  ..  5fl 

ValdepeAas .2  ..  574 

Consolacion  . ......  2 ..  3*'l 

Man  ran  ares 21  . . 62 

Va.  de  Qneaada 2 ..64 

Viilarta 21  ..  661 

Puerto  Lapiche 2 ,.  681 

Madridejo* 3 ,.711 

Canada  de  la  Higuera  . . 2 . . 731 

Tembleque 2 ..  751 

La  Guardia 2 . . 7?1 

Ocaiia.  31  ..  81 

Aranjuex 2 ..S3 

Espartinas 21  ..  851 

Angelea 3 ..88 

Madrid 21  ..  911 


When  ladies  are  in  the  case  it  will 
be  prudent  to  write  beforehand  to  some 
friend  in  Madrid  to  secure  quarters  at 
an  hotel. 

The  journey  takes  4^  days,  arriving 
the  fifth  moruiug ; a few  hours  are 
allowed  every  evening  for  sleep. 

This  high  road  is  in  very  bad  order, 
full  of  holes  and  ruts ; the  accommo- 
dations are  indifferent;  the  diligence 
inns  are  the  best.  After  leaving  the 
basin  of  the  Guadalquivir  it  crosses 
the  Sierra  Morena,  ascending  to  the 
dreary  central  table-lands.  Cordova 
is  the  only  object  worth  visiting  on  the 
whole  line : the  best  plan  to  diminish 
the  tediousuess  of  this  uninteresting 
journey  will  be  to  send  on  all  heavy 
luggage  to  Cordova  by  the  ordinario 
or  by  Ferrers’  galera,  then  ride  the 
cross-road  to  Carmona,  and  there  take 
up  the  diligence  to  Cordova,  and  pro- 
ceed by  the  next  to  Madrid,  sleeping, 
if  possible,  all  the  way  except  at 
Despeiiaperros. 

There  is  some  talk  of  a railroad  to 
connect  Cordova  with  Cadiz  by  the 
level  line  of  the  Guadalquivir  ; of 
course  it  is  to  be  made  by  Englishmen. 
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For  Alcala,  its  fine  castle,  bread, 
and  water-springs,  see  p.  25.  Mai- 
rena  is  celebrated  for  its  three  days’ 
horse-fair,  which  is  held  April  25th, 
26th,  and  27th.  It  is  a singular  scene 
of  gipsies,  legs  chalanes,  and  pictu- 
resque blackguards  : here  the  Majo 
and  Muja  shine  in  all  their  glory. 
The  company  returns  to  Seville  at 
sunset,  when  all  the  world  is  seated 
near  the  Canos  de  Carmona  to  behold 
them.  The  correct  thing  for  a majo 
Jino  used  to  be  to  appear  every  day  on 
a different  horse,  and  in  a different 
costume.  Such  a majo  rode  through 
a gauntlet  of  smiles,  waving  fans  and 
handkerchiefs : thus  his  face  was  whit- 
ened, solid  mug  lucido.  The  Maja 
always,  on  these  occasions,  wore  the 
Caramba,  or"  riband  fringed  with  sil- 
ver, and  fastened  to  the  Mono,  or  knot 
of  her  hair.  She  ought  also  to  have 
the  portrait  of  her  Qnerido  round  her 
neck.  The  Majo  alwavs  had  two  em- 
broidered handkerchiefs — her  work — 
with  the  corners  emerging  from  his 
jacket  pockets. 

Cresting  an  aromatic  uncultivated 
tract,  the  clean  white  town  of  Carmona 
rises  on  the  E.  extremity  of  the  ridge, 
commanding  the  plains  both  ways. 
The  prefix  car  indicates  this  “height” 
The  old  coins  found  here  are  inscribed 
“ Carmo,”  Florez,  * M.’  i.  289.  Caesar 
fortified  the  city,  which  remained 
faithful  to  the  Goths  until  betrayed  to 
the  Moors  by  the  traitor  Julian:  St. 
Ferdinand  recovered  it  Sept  21,  1247, 
and  gave  it,  for  arms,  a star  with  an 
orle  of  lions  and  castles,  and  the  de- 
vice “ Sicut  Lucifer  lucet  in  Aurora, 
sic  in  Bmtica  Carmona.”  Don  Pedro 
added  largely  to  this  castle,  where  he 
kept  his  jewels,  money,  mistresses,  and 
children.  After  his  defeat  at  Montiel, 
his  governor,  Mateos  Fernandez,  sur- 
rendered to  Enrique  on  solemn  con- 
ditions of  amnesty  ; all  of  which  were 
immediately  violated  and  himself  ex- 
ecuted. 

Carmona,  the  Moorish  Karmunah, 
with  its  Oriental  walls,  castle,  and  po- 
sition, is  very  picturesque : population 
20,200.  Fonda  de  las  Dihgencias 
good : and  Posada  on  the  suburban 
plaza.  Observe  the  tower  of  San  Pedro, 


which  is  an  imitation  of  the  metropo- 
litan Giralda  ; remark  the  massy  walls 
and  arched  Moorish  city-entrance. 
The  patio  of  the  university  is  Moorish  ; 
the  church  is  of  excellent  Gothic,  and 
built  by  Anton.  Gal  lego,  obt.  1518. 
The  “ Descent  of  the  Cross”  is  by  Pa- 
checo; a Venetian-like  San  Cristobal 
has  been  repainted.  The  Alameda, 
between  a dip  of  the  hills,  is  pleasant; 
by  starting  half  an  hour  before  the 
diligence,  all  this  may  be  seen,  and 
the  coach  caught  up  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hill.  The  striking  gate  leading  to 
Cordova  is  built  on  Roman  founda- 
tions, with  an  Herrera  elevation  of 
Doric  and  Ionic;  the  alcazar,  towering 
above  it,  is  a superb  ruin.  Don  Pedro 
and  the  Catholic  kings  were  its  chief 
decorators,  as  their  badges  and  arms 
show.  The  view  over  the  vast  plains 
below  is  magnificent ; the  Konda  and 
even  Granada  chains  may  lie  seen : it 
is  the  Grampians  from  Stirling  Castle, 
on  a tropical  and  gigantic  scale.  Con- 
sult ‘ Antiqiiedades  de  Carmoria,’  Juau 
Salvador  Bauta-  de  Arellano,  8 Se- 
villa, 1618. 

Descending  into  the  plains  the  road 
continues  over  aromatic  uninhabited 
uncultivated  wastes : soon  after  Mon- 
cloa,  with  its  palms,  a bridge  is 
crossed,  formerly  the  lair  of  a gang  of 
robbers,  called  Los  Ninos  de  Ecija  ; 
although  now  extinct,  these  “Boys” 
are  immortal  in  the  fears  and  tales  of 
Spanish  muleteers.  The  miserable 
post-houses  La  Portuguesa  and  La 
Luisiana,  called  after  Spanish  queens, 
are  almost  the  only  abodes  of  man  in 
this  tract  of  rich  but  neglected  country. 

Ecija,  Astigi,  in  the  time  of  the  Ro- 
mans, was  a city  equal  to  Cordova 
and  Seville  (Plin.  ‘ N.  H.’iii.  1 ; Pomp. 
Mela,  ii.  6) : it  rises  on  the  Genii,  the 
great  tributary  of  the  Guadalquivir : 
pop.  34,000 : the  inn,  la  Posta,  is  de- 
cent. Ecija  is  a well-built,  rich  in 
com  and  oil,  and  a very  uninteresting 
town ; from  its  extreme  heat  it  is  called 
the  frying-pan,  or  La  Sartenilla,  of 
Andalucia;  accordingly  it  bears  for 
arms  the  sun,  with  this  modest  motto, 
Una  so/a  sera  llamada  la  Ciudad  del 
Sol ; thus  frying-pans  assume  the 
titles  and  decorations  of  an  Heliopolis. 
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Ecija  boasts  to  have  been  visited 
by  St.  Paul,  who  here  converted  his 
hostess,  Santa  Xantippa,  wife  of  one 
Probus  (these  shrew  grey  mares  always 
have  good  husbands).  See  for  authen- 
tic details  ‘ Esp.  Sag.’  iii.  14,  Ap.  viii., 
and  Ribad.  ii.  284.  One  of  the  earliest 
bishops  of  Ecija  was  St.  Crispin,  but 
that  was  before  neighbouring  Cordova 
was  so  famous  for  its  Morocco  leather. 

Observe  the  rambling  plaza,  the 
Azulejo  studded  church-towers : the 
columns  in  those  of  Santa  Barbara  and 
Santa  Maria  are  Roman,  and  were 
brought  from  a destroyed  temple,  once 
in  the  Calle  de  Los  Marmoles.  The  house 
of  the  Marquis  de  Cortes  is  painted 
in  the  Genoese  style  : here  the  king  is 
always  lodged.  There  is  a fine  bridge 
over  the  Genii : the  edifice  at  its  head 
is  called  el  Rollo.  Ecija  has  a charm- 
ing alameda  outside  the  town,  near 
the  river,  with  statues  and  fountains 
representing  the  seasons.  For  local 
details  consult  ‘ Ecija  y sus  Santos,' 
Martin  de  Roa,  4to.  Sevilla,  1629 ; and 
the  Adicion  of  Andres  Florindos,  4to. 
Sev.  1631. 

10  L.  over  a waste  lead  to  Cordova. 
Carlota  is  one  of  the  nuevas  poblaciones, 
or  the  newly-founded  towns,  of  which 
more  anon  (p.  82).  Cordova,  seen 
from  the  distance,  amid  its  olives  and 
palm-trees,  and  backed  by  the  convent- 
crowned  sierra,  has  a truly  Oriental 
look : inside  all  is  decay.  The  dili- 
gence inn  at  the  other  end  of  the  town  is 
the  best,  but  dear.  Those  only  passing 
through  should  get  out  at  the  bridge, 
look  at  the  Alcazar  and  Mosque,  then 
thread  the  one  long  street  and  take  up 
their  coach ; most  of  which  usually 
breakfast  or  sleep  here,  stopping  in  the 
first  case  about  two  hours,  which  gives 
ample  time  to  see  the  Mezquita.  Those 
going  to  ride  to  Granada  will  find  the 
Pda.  del  Sol,  or  del  Puente,  although 
truly  Spanish,  more  conveniently  situ- 
ated, as  being  close  to  the  mosque  and 
bridge,  and  it  is  the  resort  of  muleteers. 
There  is  also  a decent  Parador  kept 
by  an  old  Frenchman  named  Baptiste. 
The  diligence  Parador  also  is  tole- 
rable. N.B.  Drink  Montilla  wine. 

Cordova  retains  its  ancient  name. 
Cor  is  a common  Iberian  prefix,  and 
Sp. 


tuba  is  said  to  mean  important,  Karta 
tuba.  Bochart,  however,  reads  Coteba, 
the  Syrian  coteb,  “ oil-press the 
trapeta  (Mart.  vii.  28)  for  which  this 
locality  has  long  been  renowned.  Cor- 
duba,  under  the  Carthaginians,  was 
the  “ gem  of  the  South.”  It  sided 
with  Pompey,  and  was  therefore  half 
destroyed  by  Caesar : 23,000  inhabit- 
ants were  put  to  death  in  terrorem.  His 
lieutenant  Marcellus  (Hirt.  B.  A.  57)  re- 
built the  city,  which  was  repeopled  by 
the  pauper  patricians  of  Rome  ; hence 
its  epithet,  “ Patricia  ; ” and  pride  of 
birth  still  is  the  boast  of  this  poor  and 
servile  city.  La  cepa  de  Cordova  is 
the  aristocratic  “ stock,”  like  the  ceti 
of  Cortona  in  Italy.  As  the  Cordo- 
vese  barbs  were  of  the  best  blood,  so 
the  nobles  boasted  to  be  of  the  bluest. 
La  sanqre  su  is  the  azure  ichor  of  this 
elite  of  the  earth,  in  contradistinction 
to  common  red  blood,  the  puddle 
which  flows  in  plebeian  veins ; while 
the  blood  of  heretics,  Lutherans,  Pro- 
testants, political  enemies,  and  Jews, 
is  held  by  Spanish  sangrados  and  he- 
ralds to  be  black,  pitchy,  and  there- 
fore combustible  (see  4 Gatherings  ’). 
The  Great  Captain,  who  was  born  near 
Cordova,  used  to  say  that  “ other  towns 
might  be  better  to  live  in,  but  none 
were  better  to  be  bom  in.*’ 

The  genius  and  imagination  of  its 
authors  astonished  ancient  Rome. 
Seneca  (De  Suas.  6 sub  fin.),  quoting 
Cicero,  speaks  of  the  “ pingue  quid- 
dam  atque  peregrinum  ” as  the  charac- 
teristic of  the  style  of  Sextilius  Ena, 
one  of  the  poets  of  facunda  Cordoba, 
the  birthplace  of  himself,  the  unique 
Lucan,  the  two  Senecas,  and  of  other 
Spaniards  who,  writing  even  in  Latin, 
sustained  the  decline  of  Roman  poetry 
and  literature. 

Cordova,  under  the  Goths,  was 
termed  “holy  and  learned.”  Osius, 
the  counsellor  of  Constantine  and  the 
friend  of  St.  Athanasius,  who  called 
him  vavowrios,  was  its  bishop  from  294 
to  357  : he  presided  at  the  Council  of 
Nice,  and  was  the  first  to  condemn 
prohibited  books  to  the  fire.  Under 
the  Moors,  Cordova  became  the  Athens 
of  the  West,  or,  in  the  words  of  Rasis, 
the  “nurse  of  science,  the  cradle  of 
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captains.”  It  produced  Avenzoar,  or, 
to  write  more  correctly,  Abdel  Malek 
Ibn  Zohr,  and  Averroes,  whose  proper 
name  is  Abu  Abdallah  Ibn  Roshd ; he 
it  was  who  introduced  Aristotle  to 
Europe,  and,  in  the  words  of  Dante, 
“ il  gran  commento  feo.’’  The  wealth, 
luxury,  and  civilization  of  Cordova, 
under  the  Beni-Ummeyah  dynasty, 
almost  seems  an  Aladdin  tale ; yet 
Gayangos  has  demonstrated  its  his- 
torical accuracy.  All  was  swept  away 
by  the  Berbers,  true  Barbarians,  who 
burnt  palace  and  library. 

Spanish  Cordova  for  some  time  pro- 
duced sons  worthy  of  its  ancient  re- 
nown. Juan  de  Mena,  the  Chaucer, 
the  morning  star  of  Spanish  poetry, 
was  born  here  in  1412 ; as  were  Am- 
brosio  Morales,  the  Hearne,  the  Le- 
land  of  the  Peninsula,  in  1513;  and  { 
Tomas  Sanchez,  the  Jesuit  and  au- 
thor of  the  treatise  De  Matrimonio,  I 
'which  none  but  a celibate  monk  could  ! 
have  written ; the  best  edit,  is  that  of 
Antwerp,  3 vols.  fol.  1607.  Here,  in 
1538,  was  born  Pablo  de  Cespedes,  the 
learned  painter  and  poet;  and  in  1561, 
Luis  de  Gongora,  the  Euphuist;  and 
near  here,  at  Montilla,  was  born  Gon- 
zalo  de  Cordova,  the  great  (and  truly 
great)  Captain  of  Spain.  Well,  there- 
fore, might  Juan  de  Mena  follow 
Basis  in  addressing  his  birthplace  as 
“ the  flower  of  knowledge  and  knight- 
hood.'’ 

Cordova  was  always  celebrated  for 
its  silversmiths,  who  came  originally 
from  Damascus,  and  continue  to  this 
day  to  work  in  that  chased  filigree 
style.  Juan  lluiz,  El  Vandolino,  is 
the  Cellini  of  Cordova.  The  joyas — 
Arabice  jauhar,  brilliant—  and  earrings 
of  the  peasantry  deserve  notice,  and 
every  now  and  then  some  curious  an- 
tique emerald-studded  jewellery  may 
be  picked  up. 

Roman  Cordova  resisted  the  Goths 
until  572,  but  Gothic  Cordova  was 
taken  by  the  Moors  at  once,  by  Mu- 
gueithel  Rumi,  the  Mogued  of  Spanish 
writers ; at  first  it  became  an  appanage 
of  the  Kalifate  of  Damascus,  but  in  756 
declared  itself  independent,  and  rose 
to  be  the  capital  of  the  Moorish  em- 
pire of  Spain,  under  Abderahman 


I (Abdu-r-rahman,  the  servant  of  the 
compassionate).  He  was  the  head  and 
last  remaining  heir  of  his  dynasty, 
the  Ummeyah,  which  had  been  ex- 
pelled from  the  East  by  the  Abasside 
usurpers.  No  fiction  of  romance  ever 
surpassed  the  truth  of  his  eventful  life. 
Under  him  Cordova  liecame  the  rival 
of  Baghdad  and  Damascus,  and  was 
the  centre  of  power  and  civilization  in 
the  West,  and  this  at  a time  when 
weakness,  ignorance,  and  barbarism 
i shrouded  over  the  rest  of  Europe.  It 
| contained  in  the  tenth  century  nearly 
a million  inhabitants,  300  mosques, 

! 900  baths,  and  600  inns.  It  withered 
under  the  Spaniard;  and  is  now  a 
dirty,  benighted,  ill-provided,  decay- 
ing place,  with  a population  about 
55,000. 

The  most  flourishing  period  was 
a.d.  1009.  The  Moorish  dynasties 
are  usually  divided  into  four  periods ; 
— Theirs/  extended  from  711  to  756. 
Then  the  newly-conquered  peninsula 
was  called  the  Island,  Gezirah,  and 
those  portions  which  were  not  under 
the  Moslem  Velad  Amim,  the  land  of 
the  Romans,  as  the  Goths  were  termed. 
During  the  first  period  Spain  was  go- 
verned by  Amirs,  deputed  by  the  Kalif 
of  Damascus.  The  second  period  com- 
menced when  Abdu-r-rahman  made 
Cordova  bis  capital,  whence  he  was 
called  Al-dakhel,  “ the  enterer,”  the 
conqueror.  This  period  extended 
from  756  to  1036,  and  its  dynasty  de- 
clined about  1031,  under  Hisham  111., 
having  given  1 7 sultans.  The  Moor- 
ish power  in  Spain,  which  was  founded 
by  the  Ummeyahs,  fell  with  them. 
Now,  in  the  third  period,  two  factions 
took  the  lead  in  the  divided  house; 
first,  the  Almoravides  - Murabitins 
(Rabitos,  or  men  consecrated  to  the  ser- 
vice of  God,  the  types  of  the  Chris- 
tian knights  of  Santiago),  and  se- 
condly their  rivals,  and  by  whom  they 
were  put  down  in  1146,  viz.  the  Almo- 
hades,  or  Unitarian  Dissenters,  or  fa- 
natics (A1  Muevahedun);  they  were 
headed  by  Ibn-Abdallah,  a Berber 
lamplighter,  who  persuaded  the  mob 
to  believe  that  he  was  the  Mehedi,  or 
“ only  director,”  in  the  paths  of  virtue. 
There  was  no  tyranny,  no  Vandalism, 
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which  this  Jack  Cade  in  a turban  did 
not  commit.  This  degrading  domi- 
nation ceased  about  1227,  when  the 
whole  Moorish  system  fell  to  pieces, 
each  portion  becoming  the  prey  of 
some  petty  ruler,  who  being  all  rival 
upstarts,  never  acted  cordially  together; 
thus  all  parties  therefore  fell  a victim  to 
the  united  Spaniards,  and  Cordova  was 
easily  taken  by  St.  Ferdinand,  J une  30, 
1235. 

Then  it  was  that  Ibnu-l-ahmar,  a 
vassal  of  St.  Ferdinand,  founded,  in 
1238, 1492,  the  fourth  and  last  dynasty, 
that  of  Granada,  which,  after  two  cen- 
turies and  a half,  was  in  its  turn  un- 
dermined by  internal  dissensions,  until 
the  union  of  Aragon  and  Castile  under 
Ferd.  and  Isab.,  taking  place  at  the 
period  of  the  greatest  Granadian  di- 
visions, completed  the  final  conquest, 
and  terminated  the  Mohamedan  dy- 
nasties in  Spain.  The  Cordovese 
power  rose  with  the  master-minded 
Abderabmans,  and  was  maintained 
by  A1  Mansur,  the  mighty  captain- 
minister  of  Hisham.  Even  then  a germ 
of  weakness  existed,  for  the  Kalif  of 
Damascus  never  forgave  the  casting 
off  his  allegiance : he  made  treaties 
with  the  French  against  the  Cordovese, 
while  the  Cordovese  allied  themselves 
with  the  emperor  of  Constantinople, 
as  the  rival  of  the  Eastern  kalif.  Both 
parties  occasionally  used  the  services 
of  the  Jews,  renegades,  mongrels,  Mu- 
wallads  (disbelievers),  and  especially 
the  Berbers,  deadly  foes  to  the  Cor- 
dovese Moors,  whom  they  abhorred 
as  descendants  of  Yemen  and  Damas- 
cus, and  as  their  dispossessors,  for 
they  claimed  Spain  as  theirs  in  right 
of  their  Carthaginian  ancestors,  who 
had  fled  to  the  mountains  of  the  Atlas 
from  the  Romans.  These  highlanders, 
although  Pagans,  and  utterly  barba- 
rous, thought  themselves  alone  to  be 
the  salt  of  the  earth,  and  assumed  the 
epithet  amarzeegh,  or  nobles.  At  once 
the  strengh  and  weakness  of  the  Moors, 
first  they  aided  in  conquering  the 
Goths,  and  then  turning  against  their 
allies,  upset  the  most  elegant  and  ac- 
complished dynasty  that  Spain  has  ever 
witnessed. 

For  these  matters  consult  ‘ Anliyiie- 


dades  de  Espana,’  Morales ; for  Cor- 
dova consult 4 Antiyuedades  de  Espana,’ 
Morales,  Alcala  de  Henares,  15"5, 
chap.  31:  4 Almakkari,’  translated  by 
the  learned  P.  Gayangos.  The  third 
book  records  what  Cordova  was  in  all 
its  glory ; Southey,  in  art.  i.  4 Foreign 
Quarterly  Review,’  has  given  a portion 
of  the  luth  and  11th  vols.  of  Florez, 
4 Esp.  Say. ;’  4 Los  Sanlos  de  Cordova,’ 
M.  de  Roa,  4to.,  Sev.  1615,'  Lyons, 
1617,  or  4to.,  Cordova,  1627  ; De  Cor- 
dova in  Hispanid,  and  ditto,  4to.  Lyons, 
1617;  Antiyuedades  de  Cordova,’ 
Pedro  Diaz  de  Rivas,  4to.,  1624 ; and 
4 Antiyuo  Principado  de  Cordova,  ’ 
M.  de  Roa,  4to.,  Cordova,  1636; 
4 Palestra  Sayrada,’  Bart'-  Feria,  4to., 
Madrid,  1 772  ; ‘Cataloyode  los  Obispos 
de  Cordova,’  Juan  Gomez  Barbo,  2 
vols.,  fol.,  1778,  and  the  recent  Coro- 
yrajia  by  Ramirez  de  las  Casas  Daza ; 
and  the  Manualito  de  Cordova. 

Cordova  is  soon  seen.  This  Athens 
under  the  Moor  is  now  a poor  Boeotian 
place,  the  residence  of  local  authorities, 
with  a liceo,  theatre,  a casa  de  espo- 
sitos,  plaza  de  toros,  and  a national 
niuseo  and  library  of  no  particular  con- 
sequence : a day  will  amply  suffice  for 
everything.  The  city  arms  are  44  a 
bridge  placed  on  water,”  allusive  to 
that  over  the  river : the  foundations  are 
Roman ; the  present  irregular  arches 
were  built  in  7 1 9 by  the  governor  As- 
samh.  At  the  town  entrance  is  a clas- 
sical Doric  gate  erected  by  Herrera  for 
Philip  II.  on  the  site  of  the  Moorish 
Babu-l-Kanterah,  “ the  gate  of  the 
bridge.”  Near  this  is  El  triunfo,  a 
triumph  of  churriguerism,  which  was 
erected  by  the  Bishop  Martin  de  Barcia. 
On  the  top  is  the  Cordovese  tutelar 
saint,  Rafael,  who  clearly  is  uncon- 
nected with  his  namesake  of  Urbino. 
The  Alcazar  rises  to  the  1.,  and  was 
built  on  the  site  of  the  Balatt  Ludheric, 
the  Castle  of  Roderick,  the  last  of  the 
Goths,  whose  father,  Theofred,  was 
duke  of  Cordova ; formerly  it  was  the 
residence  of  the  Inquisition,  and  then, 
as  at  Seville,  of  miserable  invalid  sol- 
diers. The  lower  portions  were  con- 
verted into  stables  by  Juan  de  Min- 
gares  in  1584,  for  the  royal  stallions: 
near  Cordova  and  Alcolea  were  the 
e 2 
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principal  breeding-grounds  for  Anda-  l 
lucian  barbs,  until  the  establishment 
was  broken  up  by  the  French,  who 
carried  off  the  best  mares  and  stallions. 
Here,  under  the  Moors,  was  the  Al- 
haras  (unde  Haras),  the  mounted  guard 
of  the  king,  and  they  were  either  fo- 
reigners or  Christians,  Mamelukes  or 
Sclavonians. 

The  bishop’s  palace,  close  by,  was 
built  in  1745,  and  is  in  a bad  rococo 
style  : the  inside  is  all  dirt,  decay,  and 
gilding,  marble  and  whitewash ; osten- 
tatious poverty.  In  the  Sala  de  la 
Audiencia  are  a series  of  bad  portraits  of 
prelates.  Here  Ferdinand  VI I. was  con- 
fined in  1823,  and  attempted  to  escape 
through  the  garden,  in  which  observe 
the  gigantic  lemons,  Arabice  laymoon. 
The  artist  must  not  fail  to  walk  below 
the  bridge  to  some  most  picturesque 
Moorish  mills  and  pleasant  fresh 
plantations. 

The  cathedral  or  the  mosque.  La 
Mezquita  as  it  is  still  called  ( mesgad 
from  masegad,  Arabice  to  worship, 
prostrate),  stands  isolated.  The  ex- 
terior is  castellated  and  forbidding : 
walk  round  it ; observe  the  square 
buttress  towers,  with  fire-shaped  or 
bearded  parapets  ; it  is  the  type  of  that 
which  was  at  Seville.  Examine  the 
Moorish  spandrils  of  the  different  en- 
trances. Enter  the  Court  of  Oranges 
at  the  Puerto  del  Perdon,  of  which  the 
type  is  truly  Oriental  (1  Chr.  xxviii.  6).  1 
The  cistern  was  erected  in  945-6,  by  I 
Abdu-r-rahman.  In  this  once  sacred 
Tf fxtvos  and  “ Grove,”  this  “ court  of  1 
the  House  of  God,”  importunate  beg- 
gars, although  bearded,  cloaked,  Ho- 
meric, and  patriarchal,  worry  the 
stranger  and  dispel  the  illusion.  As- 
cend the  belfry  tower,  which,  like  the 
Giralda,  was  shattered  by  a hurricane 
in  1 593 ; it  was  recased  and  repaired 
the  same  year  by  Fernan  Ruiz,  a native 
of  this  city.  The  courtyard  was  built 
by  Said  Ben  Ayub  in  937  ; it  is  430 
feet  by  210.  The  19  entrances  into 
the  mosque  are  now  closed,  save  that 
of  the  centre.  Observe  the  miliary 
columns  found  in  the  middle  of  the 
mosque  during  the  repairs  of  1532  : the 
inscriptions,  re-engraved  in  1732,  re- 
cord the  distance,  1 1A  miles,  to  Cadiz, 


from  the  Temple  of  Janus,  on  the  site 
of  which  the  mosque  was  built.  The 
interior  of  the  cathedral  is  like  a ba- 
silicum,  with  a labyrinth,  a forest  or 
quincunx  of  pillars.  It  was  chiefly 
constructed  out  of  the  materials  of  a 
temple  of  Janus,  consecrated  to  Chris- 
tian worship  during  the  period  of  the 
Gothic  domination.  Out  of  the  1200 
columns — now  reduced  to  about  854 — 
which  once  supported  its  low  roof,  115 
came  from  Nismes  and  Narbonne,  in 
France  ; 60  from  Seville  and  Tarragona, 
in  Spain ; while  140  were  presented  by 
Leo,  Emperor  of  Constantinople  ; the 
remainder  were  detached  from  the 
temples  at  Carthage  and  other  cities  of 
Africa ; the  columns  are  in  no  way 
uniform — some  are  of  jasper,  porphyry, 
verd-antique,  and  other  choice  mar- 
bles : neither  are  their  diameters  equal 
throughout,  the  shafts  of  some  which 
were  too  long  having  been  either  sawed 
off  or  sunk  into  the  floor  to  a depth  of 
four  and  even  five  and  six  feet ; while 
in  those  too  short,  the  deficiency  was 
supplied  by  means  of  a huge  and 
disproportionate  Corinthian  capital, 
thus  destroying  all  harmony  and  unifor- 
mity. 

Abdu-r-rahman  began  the  present 
mosque,  July  2,  786,  copying  that  of 
Damascus  ; dying  June  10,  788,  it  was 
finished  by  his  son  Hixem  in  793-4, 
and  was  called  Ceca,  Zeca,  the  house 
of  purification,  the  old  Egyptian  Sekos 
((njKos,  adytum).  In  sanctity  it  ranked 
as  the  third  of  mosques,  equal  to  the 
Alaksa  of  Jerusalem,  and  second  only 
to  the  Caaba  of  Mecca.  Conde,  i.  226, 
details  its  magnificence  and  ceremo- 
nials. A pilgrimage  to  this  Ceca  was 
held  to  be  equivalent  in  the  Spanish 
Moslem  to  that  of  Mecca,  where  he 
could  not  go  ; hence  andar  de  zeca  en 
meca  became  a proverb  for  wanderings, 
and  is  used  by  Sancho  Panza,  when 
soured  by  blanket-tossings.  The  area 
is  about  394  feet  E.  to  W. ; 356  feet 
N.  to  S.  The  pillars  divide  it  into  19 
longitudinal  and  29  transverse  aisles; 
the  laterals  are  converted  into  chapels. 
Observe  the  singular  double  arches 
and  those  which  spring  over  pillars, 
which  are  one  of  the  earliest  deviations 
from  the  Basilica  form:  the  columns, 
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as  at  Psestum,  have  no  plinths,  -which 
would  be  inconvenient  to  pedestrians. 
Some  of  the  upper  arches  are  beauti- 
fully interlaced  like  ribands.  The  low 
roof  is  about  35  feet  high,  and  was  flat 
before  the  modern  cupolas  were  substi- 
tuted. The  alerce  wood  of  which  it 
is  formed  is  as  sound  as  when  placed 
there  nearly  eleven  centuries  ago.  This 
tree,  the  Eres  of  the  Hebrew,  L'aris  of 
Barbary  (the  root  of  Larix,  larch),  is 
the  thuya  articulata,  or  arbor  vitae,  of 
which  vast  quantities  grow  in  the 
Berber  mountains,  beyond  Tetuan,  from 
whence  it  was  brought  here  (Morales, 
4 Ant.  de  Esp.’  123).  Spain  was  always 
celebrated  for  the  durability  of  its 
timber,  and  excellence  of  its  workman- 
ship. The  Phoenicians  were  the  great 
carpenters  of  antiquity,  and  selected  as 
such  by  Solomon  for  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem  (1  Kings  v.).  Pliny,  N.  H. 
(xvi.  40)  speaks  of  the  antiquity  of  the 
beams  of  the  temple  of  Saguntum, 
which  were  durable  like  those  of  Her- 
cules at  Cadiz  (Sil.  Ital.  iii.  18). 

Visit  the  Capilla  de  Villaviciosa, 
once  the  Mashurah,  or  seat  of  the  kalif. 
Observe  the  Mih-rab,  the  recess  in 
which  the  Alcoran  was  placed:  the 
kalif  performed  his  Chotba,  or  public 
prayer,  at  the  window  looking  to  the 
Ceca,  or  sanctum  sanctorum.  Observe 
the  quaint  lions,  like  those  in  the  Al- 
hambra, and  the  Azulejos , and  the 
arabesque  stucco,  once  painted, in  blue 
and  red,  and  gilded.  The  inscriptions 
are  in  Cuphic.  Visit  the  CalU  San 
Pedro,  once  the  Celia,  the  **  Ceca.’’  the 
Holiest  of  Holies,  and  the  kiblah,  or 
point  turned  to  Mecca,  which  lies  to 
the  E.  from  Spain,  but  to  the  S.  from 
Asia ; observe  the  glorious  Mosaic  ex- 
terior of  a style,  called  by  the  Moors 
Sofeyabd,  as  it  is  unequalled  in  Europe, 
and  has  a truly  Byzantine  richness.  A 
paltry  reja  rails  off  the  tomb  of  the  con- 
stable Conde  de  Oropesa,  by  whom,  in 
1368,  Cordova  was  saved  from  Don 
Pedro  and  the  Moors.  This  chapel  the 
Spaniards  call  Del  Zancairon,  in  deri- 
sion of  the  foot-bone  of  Mahomet ; the 
chapel  is  an  octagon  of  15  feet;  the 
roof,  made  in  the  form  of  a shell,  is 
wrought  out  of  a single  pieee  of  marble. 
The  pilgrim  compassed  this  Ceca  seven 


times,  as  was  done  at  Mecca ; hence 
the  foot-worn  pavement. 

The  lateral  chapels  of  the  cathedral 
are  not  very  interesting.  Pablo  de 
Cespedes,  ob.  1608,  is  buried  in  that  of 
San  Pablo : by  him  are  the  paintings  of 
St.  John,  St.  Andrew,  and  a neglected 
“ Last  Supper,”  once  his  masterpiece. 
In  th eCalle  San  Nicolas  is  a Berruguete 
Retablo,  and  paintings  by  Csesar  Ar- 
basia,  of  no  merit.  In  the  Capilla  de 
los  Reyes  lies  buried  Alonso  XI.,  one  of 
the  most  chivalrous  of  Spanish  kings 
— the  hero  of  Tarifa  and  Algeciras: 
his  ungrateful  country  has  not  even 
raised  a poor  slab  to  his  memory.  In 
the  Capilla  del  Cardenal  is  the  tomb  of 
Cardinal  Pedro  de  Salazar,  ob.  1706. 
It  is  churrigueresque ; the  statues  are 
by  Jose  de  Mora.  In  the  Panteon 
below  are  some  fine  marbles.  The  two 
bad  pictures  in  the  Sacristia,  and  as- 
cribed to  Alonso  Cano,  are  only  copies. 
The  church  plate  once  was  splendid ; 
the  empty  cases  and  shelves  remain 
from  whence  the  French  under  Dupont 
carried  off  many  waggon  loads.  A few 
cinque-cento  crosses  and  chalices  were 
secreted,  and  thus  escaped,  like  the 
Custodia.  This  is  a noble  Gothic 
silver-gilt  work  of  Henrique  de  Arphe, 
1517.  It  was  injured  in  1735  by  the 
injudicious  additions  of  one  BernaW 
Garcia  de  los  Reyes.  The  marvel, 
however,  of  the  verger,  the  great  and 
absorbing  local  liou,  is  a rude  cross 
scratched  on  a pillar,  and,  according  to 
an  inscription,  by  a Christian  captive 
with  his  nail  (?  a nail) — Hiz6  el 
Cautibo  con  la  Una. 

So  much  for  the  Mosque.  The 
modern  addition  is  the  Coro ; this  was 
done  in  1 523  by  the  Bishop  Alonso  Man- 
rique.  The  city  corporation,  with  a 
taste  and  judgment  rare  in  such  bodies, 
rotested  against  this  “improvement;" 
ut  Charles  V.,  unacquainted  with  the 
locality,  upheld  the  prelate.  When 
he  passed  through  in  1526,  and  saw  the 
mischief,  he  thus  reproved  the  chap- 
ter:— “ You  have  built  here  what  you, 
or  any  one,  might  have  built  anywhere 
else ; but  you  have  destroyed  what  was 
uuique  in  the  world.  You  have  pulled 
down  what  was  complete,  and  you 
j have  begun  what  you  cannot  finish.” 
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The  Coro  was  commenced  by  Fernan 
Ruiz  in  1523,  and  completed  in  1593. 
The  cinque-cento  ornaments  and  roof 
are  picked  out  in  white  and  gold.  The 
Silleria,  by  Pedro  Cornejo,  is  chur- 
rigneresque;  he  died  in  1758,  set.  80, 
and  is  buried  near  the  Capilla  Mayor. 
The  excellent  Ketablo  was  designed,  in 
1614,  by  Alonso  Matias ; the  painting 
is  by  Palomino,  and  is  no  better  than 
his  writings ; the  tomb,  Al  lado  de  la 
Fpistola,  is  that  of  the  beneficent 
Bishop  Diego  de  Mardones,  ob.  1624. 

The  walk  round  the  lonely  walls  is 
picturesque.  They  are  Moorish,  and 
built  of  tapia  ; with  their  gates  and 
towers,  they  must  have  been  nearly 
similar  to  that  original  circnmvallation 
as  described  by  Csesar  (B.  C.  ii.  19). 
Observe  the  heautiful  group  of  palms 
overtopping  the  wall  from  a convent 
garden  near  the  Puerta  de  Plusencia. 
The  first  ever  planted  in  Cordova  was 
by  the  royal  hand  of  Abdu-r-rahman, 
who  desired  to  have  a memorial  of  his 
much  loved  and  always  regretted  Da- 
mascus; his  plaintive  sonnet  is  still 
extant  The  octagon  tower,  near  this 
Puerta,  La  Mala  Muerte,  was  erected 
in  1406  by  Enrique  III. 

The  Moors  and  Spaniards  have  com- 
bined to  destroy  all  the  Roman  anti- 
quities of  Cordova.  The  aqueduct 
was  taken  down,  to  build  the  convent 
of  San  Jeronimo.  In  1730  an  amphi- 
theatre was  discovered  during  some 
accidental  diggings  near  San  Pablo, 
aud  reinterred.  In  making  the  prisons 
of  the  Inquisition,  some  statues,  mo- 
saics, and  inscriptions  were  found,  all 
of  which  were  covered  again  by  the  holy 
tribunal  as  being  Pagan.  Formerly 
there  were  35  convents,  besides  13 
parish  churches,  in  this  priest-ridden 
city ; most  of  these  are  overloaded 
with  barbaric  churrigueresque  and 
gilding.  Ambrosio  Morales  was  buried 
in  Los  Martyres , where  his  friend  the 
Archbishop  of  Toledo,  Rojas  Sandoval, 
placed  a tomb  and  wrote  an  epitaph  ; 
the  ashes  were  moved  in  1844  to  the 
Colegiata  de  San  Hipolito.  The  Plaza, 
with  its  wooden  galleries,  aud  the  Caile 
de  la  Feria,  abound  with  Prout-like 
bits.  Observe  a common-place  modem 
portico  of  six  Composite  pillars,  by 


Ventura  Rodrignez,  much  admired 
here.  Some  250  bad  pictures  were  got 
together  in  the  Colegio  de  la  Asuncion. 
The  sword  of  the  Rey  Chico  and  the 
Arabic  bell  of  Samson  may  be  inquired 
after.  The  peculiar  leather,  called  from 
the  town  Cordwain,  Cordovan,  was 
once  celebrated,  but  the  Moors  carried 
their  art  and  industry  to  Morocco : a 
few  miserable  tanpits  near  the  river 
mark  the  difference  between  the  pre- 
sent aud  former  proprietors.  The 
chief  manufactures  at  present  are  olives 
and  tubs  for  them. 

A morning’s  excursion  may  be  made 
to  the  Val  Puraiso,  and  the  hermitages 
in  the  Sierra  Morena ; the  path  ascends 
through  gardens.  At  San  Francisco 
de  la  Arrizafa  was  the  fairy  villa,  the 
Rizzifah  of  Abdu-r-raliman : i.  e.  “ ihe 
pavement  ” — unde  Arricife.  Gayangos 
and  Conde  have  detailed  the  historical, 
but  almost  incredible  luxuries  of  this 
Aladdin  palace.  This  museum  of  art, 
like  the  villa  of  Hadrian,  near  Tivoli, 
was  entirely  destroyed,  Feb.  18,  1009. 
The  chief  leaders,  says  the  historian 
Ibnu-r-rakik,  were  only  “ ten  men, 
who  were  either  sellers  of  charcoal  [car- 
boneros),  butchers,  or  dung-carriers” 
(Moh.  D.  ii.  228  and  488).  The  in- 
habitants made  no  resistance;  now, 
eveu  the  traces  of  these  palaces  cannot 
be  made  out. 

The  hermitages  on  the  Sierra  above, 
were  to  Andalucia  what  Monserrat 
was  to  Catalonia:  desecrated  and 
suppressed,  they  now  are  not  worth 
going  up  to;  the  excursion,  however, 
affords  a true  notion  of  Andalucian 
vegetation,  and  the  views  from  above 
are  extensive. 

Cordova  has  never  recovered  the 
appalling  visitation  of  the  French ; it 
was  entered  by  Gen.  Dupont  in  June, 
1808,  and  although  no  resistance  was 
made,  the  populace  was  mercilessly 
massacred,  and  the  city,  Mezquita,  and 
churches  were  plundered  (Foy,  iii. 
231);  every  one,  says  Maldonado  (i. 
291),  from  the  general  to  the  fraction 
of  a drummer-boy,  giving  themselves 
up  to  pillage.  The  “ plunder  exceeded 
ten  millions  of  reals 8000  ounces,  or 
25,000/.,  were  found  in  Dupont’s  lug- 
gage alone : see  Maldonado  (i.  335) ; 
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■who,  with  Toreno  (iv.),  gives  all  the 
disgraceful  details. 

There  is  a bridle  cross-road  from 
Cordova  to  Granada,  22^j  L.  (see  R. 
14),  and  a new  road  is  contemplated  to 
Malaga,  via  Fernan  Nunez,  Monte- 
mayor,  Montilla,  Aguilar,  Benamegi, 
and  Antiquera,  which,  when  finished, 
will  be  a most  beneficial  work,  by 
bringing  Malaga  in  land  and  carriage 
communication  with  Madrid,  Seville, 
and  Cadiz. 

Quitting  Cordova,  at  2 L.  the  Gua- 
dalquivir is  crossed  by  the  noble  bridge 
of  dark  marble  at  Alcolea.  This  is  so 
fine  that  the  Spaniards  say  that  the 
French,  when  they  saw  it,  asked  if  it 
were  not  made  in  France.  Here,  J une 
7,  1808,  Pedro  Eehavarri,  with  some 
thousand  men,  ought  to  have  stopped 
Dupont,  but  at  the  first  French  advance 
this  general  turned  and  fled,  never 
halting  until  he  reached  Ecija,  40 
miles  off;  others  ran  even  to  Seville, 
and  were  the  first  messengers  of  their 
own  disgrace  (Foy,  iii,  229)  ; then  had 
Dupont  pushed  on,  instead  of  robbing 
churches,  he  would  have  won  Andalucia 
without  firing  a shot.  Ferdinand  VII., 
however,  in  1814,  instituted  an  order 
of  honour  for  the  prodigios  de  valor 
exhibited  at  Alcolea,  and  gave  Ec- 
havarri  the  only  grand  cross. 

Near  Alcolea  is  the  great  stable  La 
Kegalada , for  the  once  celebrated 
breeding-grounds  of  Cordovese  barbs: 
the  establishment  has  never  recovered 
since  the  best  stallions  were  carried  off 
by  the  invaders.  At  Carpio,  wiih  its 
Moorish  tower,  built  in  1325,  the 
costume  begins  to  change,  the  women 
wearing  green  serge  sayas,  and  hand- 
kerchiefs and  shawls  instead  of  man- 
tillas. Passing  through  fertile  tracts 
of  corn  and  olives  is  Andujar,  Andura, 
a dull  unwholesome  town  on  the  Gua- 
dalquivir of  13,000  souls,  with  an  old 
dilapidated  bridge : the  diligence  inn 
is  decent  For  history  consult  Vida  de 
Santa  Eufrasia  y Origen  de  Andujar, 
Antonio  Ferrones  de  Robres,  4to.  Gran. 
1657.  Here  are  made  the  porous 
cooling  clay  drinking-vessels,  alcarra- 
zas,  Arabice  Karaset,  which,  filled 
with  water  and  arranged  in  stands  or 
tallas,  are  seized  upon  by  thirsty 


1 Spaniards  on  entering  every  venta. 
The  Parroquia  San  Marina  was  a 
mosque : the  monies  in  the  neighliour- 
hood  abound  in  game.  At  Andujar 
were  signed  two  memorable  docu- 
ments; first  July  23,  1808,  the  con- 
vention of  Bailen,  and  secondly,  Aug. 

; 8,  1823,  the  decree  of  the  Duke  of 
: Angoulcme,  whereby  superiority  was 
assumed  by  the  French  over  all  Spanish 
authorities.  This  was  resented  by  the 
whole  Peninsula,  for  it  touched  the 
national  Espafiolismo,  or  impatience 
under  foreign  dictation ; it  converted 
every  friend,  nay,  even  the  recently 
delivered  Ferdinand  VII.,  into  a foe  to 
the  knife. 

From  Andujar  there  is  a carriage- 
able road  to  Jaen,  6 L.,  and  thence  to 
Granada,  R.  16. 

Continuing  on  to  Madrid  the  road 
soon  ascends  the  hills,  over  a broken 
country,  down  which  the  Rumblar 
boils.  The  memorable  battle  of  Baileu 
took  place  between  the  post-houses 
La  Casa  del  Key  and  Bailen. 

When  Cuesta  had,  by  being  beaten 
at  Rioseco,  opened  Madrid  to  the 
French,  Murat  considered  the  conquest 
of  Andalucia  to  be  merely  a promenade 
militaire.  Dupont  accordingly  was 
sent  from  Toledo,  May  24,  1808,  with 

10.000  men,  and  boasted  that  on  the 
21st  of  June  he  should  be  at  Cadiz: 
his  forces  were  next  increased  by  1 2,950 
more  men  under  Vedel ; but  Dupont 
mismanaged  the  whole  campaign  : he 
arrived,  without  obstacles,  at  Andujar, 
and  then  neither  pushed  on  to  Cadiz, 
nor  fell  back  on  Madrid  while  the 
mountains  were  opeu.  Meanwhile  Cas- 
tanos  was  enabled  to  move  from 
Algeciras,  by  the  help  of  a loan  ad- 
vanced by  the  merchants  of  Gibraltar, 
and  marched  towards  Andujar  with 

25.000  men : his  army,  both  in  men  and 
generals,  was  little  more  than  nomin- 
ally Spanish.  The  1st  division  was 
Swiss,  and  commanded  by  Reding,  a 
Swiss ; the  2nd  was  commanded  by  De 
Coupigny,  a Frenchman ; the  3rd  by 
Jones,  an  Irishman,  and  the  best 
troops  were  Walloons.  The  4th  divi- 
sion, which  really  consisted  of  Spani- 
ards, who  now  claim  all  the  glory, 

| never  fired  a shot,  while  Castanos,  their 
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chief,  only  arrived  after  the  battle  was 
gained ; previously  Dupont  had  so  mis- 
manceuvred  and  scattered  his  forces, 
that  Castanos,  by  marching  Reding  to 
the  r.,  got  between  him  and  Vedel. 
The  positions  were  singular,  each  being 
placed  in  these  hilly  defiles  between 
two  fires:  Dupont  between  Castanos 
and  Reding,  Reding  between  Dupont 
and  Vedel. 

July  18,  Dupont  quitted  Andujar  in 
the  night,  and  was  met  at  daybreak  of 
the  19th  by  Reding  and  Coupigny, 
drawn  up  in  a strong  hill  position.  The 
battle  was  of  short  duration,  for  the 
French  had  become  demoralized  by 
indulgence  in  pillage;  more  than  1500 
men  were  actually  employed  in  guard- 
ing the  *•  impedimenta,”  or  waggons  of 
plunder,  and  some  high  officers,  says 
Foy  (iv.  100),  “ anxious  to  secure  their 
but  in  in/ame,  were  ready  to  listen  to 
dishonour the  uneven  country  was 
also  in  favour  of  Reding,  as  it  rendered 
all  scientific  manceuvring  impossible; 
in  short  it  was  a Roncesvalles. 

The  report  of  the  firing  during  the 
contest  brought  up  La  Pena  with  the 
4th  Spanish  brigade,  and  Vedel  with 
his  division  ; thus  Reding  was  attacked 
in  front  and  rear  by  Dupont  and  Vedel, 
while  Dupont  was  exposed  in  the  same 
manner  to  Reding  and  La  Pena ; but 
the  Spaniards  arrived  first,  for  Vedel 
had  halted  some  hours  to  permit  his 
troops  to  convert  into  soup  a flock  of 
goats  which  they  had  caught : thus 
nearly  20,000  Frenchmen  were  sold 
for  a mess  of  pottage.  All  parties  were 
anxious  to  come  to  some  terms,  particu- 
larly the  chiefs,  Dupont  and  Castanos  ; 
indeed  the  latter,  on  his  arrival,  after 
all  the  fighting  was  over,  would  have 
granted  a convention  of  Cintra  had  he 
not  been  prevented  by  Tilli,  a sort  of 
commissioner  of  the  Seville  junta. 
Eventually,  on  the  23rd,  17,635 

Frenchmen  laid  down  their  arms. 
The  panic  spread  far  and  wide:  whole 
detachments  of  French  along  the  road 
to  Madrid  volunteered  their  own  sub- 
mission. Joseph  Buonaparte  fled  from 
Madrid  instantly,  having  first  pillaged 
everything ; but  the  invaders  ran  away 
from  the  coming  shadows  of  only  their 
own  fears,  for  Castanos,  so  far  from 


advancing  on  the  foe,  more  amazed  at 
his  victory,  than  even  the  French  at 
their  defeat,  actually  marched  back  to 
Seville  to  dedicate  flags  to  St  Ferdi- 
nand; nor  did  he  reach  Madrid  until 
Aug.  23,  when  he  proceeded  to  kneel 
before  the  Atocha  image  of  the  Virgin, 
and  thank  her  for  her  interference 
(Schep.  i.  458).  Meanwhile  Buona- 
parte was  silently  preparing  his  great 
revenge  unmolested  by  the  Spaniards, 
who  quietly  reposed  under  their  laurels, 
not  taking  the  smallest  steps  even  to 
dislodge  the  French  runaways  from  the 
line  of  the  Ebro ; they  thought  the  war 
concluded  by  one  blow ; and  even  the 
sober  English  caught  the  infection, 
and  imagined  Bailen  to  be  a tragedy 
to  be  repeated  whenever  the  French 
appeared,  until  further  notice.  The 
rewards  given  to  Castanos,  this  con- 
queror by  deputy,  were  as  slow  as  his 
military  movements ; he  was  not  made 
Duque  de  Bailen  until  nearly  a quarter 
of  a century  afterwards,  and  then 
simply  and  solely  because  Christina 
was  anxious  to  create  a liberal  party 
for  her  own  ends.  To  his  praise  be  it 
said  that  he  was  free  from  mean  jea- 
lousies, and  cheerfully  served  under 
English  commanders,  and  of  all  his 
countrymen  was  best  liked  by  their 
allies.  He  also,  to  his  honour,  opposed 
the  Punic  manner  in  which  the  con- 
vention of  Bailen  was  broken.  Reta- 
liation and  poetical  justice  were  satisfied 
rather  than  good  faith.  The  French, 
who  had  sowed  in  the  storm,  now  reaped 
in  the  whirlwind.  “ They  were  treated,” 
says  Southey  (ch.  viii.),  “ as  criminals 
rather  than  soldiers ; as  men  who  had 
laid  down  their  arms,  but  could  not  lay 
down  their  crimes.”  “On  lew  re- 
clamait  avec  menaces  et  injures  les 
vases  sacrees  des  e'glises”  (Foy,  iv. 
107).  Many  were  massacred  in  cold 
blood  on  the  road,  others  were  starved 
in  the  Cadiz  hulks,  the  rest  were  ex- 
posed on  the  desolate  island  of  Cabrera, 
without  food  or  clothing,  to  feed  on 
each  other  like  howling  wild  beasts, 
in  spite  of  the  indignant  remonstrances 
of  English  officers,  who  are  now 
charged  by  the  French ! with  the  guilt 
of  the  very  crimes,  which  they  did 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent.^ 
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Buonaparte  concealed  Bailen  and  the 
truth  from  his  slaves : “ Les  Franqais,” 
says  Foy,  “ n’en  eurent  meme  pas  con- 
naissance.”  When  the  retreat  from 
Madrid  could  no  longer  be  kept  back, 
he  only  hinted  in  the  * Moniteur,’  Sept. 
6,  that  the  heat  of  the  weather  and  the 
superiority  of  the  Ebro  water  were 
the  causes ; just  as  at  Trafalgar  he 
ascribed  the  accidental  disaster  to 
the  elements.  And  a disaster  this 
accident  really  proved  to  Spaniards, 
for  they  now  took  the  exception  for 
the  rule,  and  imagined  that  their  raw 
levies,  wanting  in  everything,  and  led 
by  incapable  officers,  could  beat  the 
highly  organised  veterans  of  France 
led  by  good  commanders  ; in  vain  the 
Duke  urged  them  to  keep  to  their  hills, 
and  wage  a Fabian  defensive  warfare, 
which  history,  the  nature  of  the  broken 
country,  and  the  admirable  guerrilla 
qualities  of  the  Spanish  people  pointed 
out  Bailen  always  interfered ; they 
were  always  fighting  it  over  again, 
planning  how  to  catch  all  the  French 
at  once  in  one  trap.  This  idea  led 
them  to  quit  the  mountains  and  descend 
into  the  fatal  plains,  thereto  extend  their 
liues,  in  order  to  surround  the  enemy, 
when  these  Tartars,  by  one  charge  of 
cavalry,  generally  put  them  to  rout 
Meanwhile  the  effect  of  Bailen  was 
electrical ; for  the  truth  could  not  be 
quite  stifled,  even  in  France.  Europe 
aroused  from  her  moral  subjection ; 
Spain  retook  her  place  among  nations ; 
and  England,  thinking  her  now  worthy 
of  her  friendship,  rushed  to  her  final 
deliverance.  * 

After  nearly  forty  years,  a monument 
is  to  be  erected  on  this  glorious  site ; 
and  this  tardy  honour,  too,  is  a thing 
of  accident.  The  idea  was  not  got  up 
to  honour  Castanos  or  his  troops,  but  to 
express  by  a side  wind  the  national  dis- 
gust at  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta  with 
the  French  prince. 

The  town  of  Bailen  or  Baylen,  Be- 
tula,  is  most  wretched,  and  is  no  bad 
sample  of  those  of  the  dreary  localities 
which  we  are  approaching  ; population 
under  3000  : the  diligence  Parador  de 
la  Paz  is  a poor  inn.  There  is  a' ruined 
castle  here,  with  a machicolated  tower 
belonging  to  the  Benavente  family,  now  , 


to  the  Osuna;  observe  the  palm-tree. 
Those  who  are  going  N.  may  now  bid 
adieu  to  the  tierra  caliente,  while  those 
who  are  coming  S.  will  welcome  this 
harbinger  of  the  land  of  promise.  Now 
commences  the  Puho  pardo,  the  brown 
cloth,  and  the  alpargata,  or  the 
hempen  sandal  of  the  poverty-stricken 
Manchegos. 

Leaving  Bailen  the  road  enters  the 
Sierra  barrier,  which  rises  between  the 
central  table-lands  and  the  maritime 
strips ; and  striking  is  the  change  of 
climate  and  vegetation  when  this  fron- 
tier is  passed.  The  hilly  road  is  ad- 
mirably planned,  having  been  executed 
by  Charles  Le  Maur,  a French  engineer 
in  the  service  of  Charles  III.  The 
sites  are  consecrated  to  Spanish  vic- 
tories in  the  cause  of  independence  over 
her  two  most  deadly  and  inveterate 
foes.  About  2 L.  to  the  r.  of  Carolina 
are  Las  Navas  de  Tolosa.  Navas  is  a 
Basque  word,  and  like  the  Iberian 
term  Nav,  enters  into  names  connected 
with  “ plains,” — Navia,  Navarra.  This 
is  the  scene  of  a former  Bailen,  called 
de  las  Navas  de  Tolosa  by  the  Spaniards, 
and  by  Moorish  annalists  that  of 
Al-’akab.  Here,  July  16,  1212,  Alonso 
VIII.  defeated  Mohammed  Ibn  Ab- 
dallah, surnamed  Annassir  Ledin- 
Allah — the  Defender  of  the  Religion 
of  God,  and  King  of  Morocco.  The 
conquest  of  Toledo  by  the  Christians 
had  led  to  a fresh  invasion  of  Spain 
from  Barbary : the  news  spread  dismay 
over  Christendom,  and  Innocent  III. 
proclaimed  a general  crusade.  No  less 
than  110,000  foreign  crusaders  came  to 
assist  the  Spaniards ; they  were  princi- 
pally English  and  French,  and  no 
doubt  bore  at  least  their  share  in  the 
burden  of  the  fight  The  allies  left 
Toledo  June  21,  to  meet  the  invaders. 
They  found  the  passes  guarded  by  the 
Moors,  and  despaired,  when  a shepherd, 
since  ascertained  to  have  been  San  Isi- 
dro himself  (see  Madrid),  appeared  and 
pointed  out  a bypath.  The  Christians 
opened  the  attack ; the  Andalucian 
Moors,  true  to  their  old  unwarlike 
character,  were  the  first  to  turn  and 
run  (Conde,  ii.  423)  The  remainder 
followed  their  example ; 200,000  in- 
! fidels  were  killed,  and  only  125  Chris- 
E 3 
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tians : so  records  an  eye-witness,  a 
better  hand  probably  at  guess-work 
than  arithmetic. 

Carolina.  Diligence  Parador  good, 
but  dear.  This  is  the  chief  place  of  the 
Nuevas  Poblaciones,  or  the  new  towns 
of  this  district:  it  is  tidy  and  clean, 
laid  out  by  line  and  rule,  and  in  aca- 
demical rectangular  aud  common- 
place ; perfectly  uninteresting  and  un- 
Spanish,  it  is  much  admired  by  the 
natives,  because  so  European  and  civil- 
ized. The  fair  skins  of  the  people, 
and  the  roads  planted  with  trees,  are 
more  German  than  Spanish ; popula- 
tion 2800.  These  wild  hills  were  for- 
merly left  to  the  robber  and  the  wolf, 
without  roads  or  villages.  Spain,  after 
colonizing  the  new  world  and  expelling 
her  rich  Jews  and  industrious  Moors, 
was  compelled  to  repeople  the  Despo- 
blados  with  foreign  settlers.  In  1767, 
Don  Pablo  Olavides,  a Peruvian  by 
birth,  planned  the  immigration  of 
Germans  and  Swiss  to  what  they  were 
told  was  a “ mountain  paradise,”  by  a 
bribe  of  pecuniary  assistance  and  pro- 
mise of  immunities ; all  these  pledges 
were  broken,  and  most  of  the  poor 
foreigners  died  broken-hearted  of  the 
maladie  du  pays,  execrating  Spain, 
and  remembering  their  sweet  Argos. 
Olavides  himself,  this  modern  Cadmus 
or  Deucalion,  who  had  infused  life 
into  the  silent  mountains,  fell  in  his 
turn  a victim  to  bigotry  and  ingra- 
titude. One  stipulation  had  been  the 
non-admission  of  monkish  clrones  into 
these  new  hives:  a capuchin,  named 
Romuald,  thereupon  denounced  him 
to  the  Inquisition  ; he  was  arrested  in 
1776,  his  property  confiscated,  and  he 
himself  confined  in  a convent  in  La 
Mancha,  subject  to  such  a penance  as 
the  monks  should  inflict.  He  escaped 
into  France,  shaking  Spanish  dust  off 
his  feet  for  ever. 

Soon  the  road  descends  to  Las  Cor- 
rederas  and  the  magnificent  narrow 
gorge  Despena-perros — “ throw  over 
dogs,”  meaning  the  “ infidel  houndes.” 
This  is  the  natural  gateway  to  dreary 
La  Mancha,  as  Pancorbo  is  to  Castile. 
Adieu  now  gay  Andalucia  and  the  tro- 
pical vegetation.  Those  who  advance 
N.  exchange  an  Eden  for  a desert. 


while  those  who  turn  their  backs  on 
the  capital,  at  every  step  advance  into 
a more  genial  climate  and  a kindlier 
soil.  In  the  war  of  independence  the 
Seville  Junta  only  talked  of  fortifying 
this  natural  Thermopyl®,  this  Bolan 
pass ; nothing  was  ever  done  except  on 
paper ; and  after  the  rout  of  Ocana  the 
runaways  dared  not  even  stand  behind 
the  rocks,  where  100  old  Greeks  would 
have  checked  the  advance  and  saved 
Andalucia.  Jan.  20,  1810,  the  French, 
under  Dessolles,  forced  the  pass  in  spite 
of  the  heroes  of  Bailen  and  their  ten 
thousand  men,  who  dispersed  “ every 
man  to  his  own  home and  this  on  the 
plains  of  Tolosa ! yet  the  country  is  a 
natural  fortress,  and  well  did  the  Duke 
know  its  value.  It  might  have  been 
made  the  Tones  Vedras  of  Andalucia. 
His  plan,  when  he  contemplated  de- 
fending Andalucia,  which  failed  from 
the  Junta’s  suspicions  regarding  Cadiz, 
was  to  make  Carolina  his  head-quarters. 
“ I think,”  said  he,  “ while  I am  there 
the  French  will  not  venture  to  pass  the 
Sierra.”  Now,  when  he  was  not  there, 
Gazan,  in  two  days,  was  master  of  50 
miles  of  almost  impregnable  passes. 

The  province  of  La  Mancha,  into 
which  we  now  enter,  contains  about 
7500  square  miles,  with  a scanty  popu- 
lation of  250,000.  It  is  chiefly  table- 
land, elevated  at  a mean  height  of  2000 
feet  above  the  sea-level.  Although  ap- 
parently a plain,  it  is  very  undulating ; 
in  the  dips,  occasionally,  a streamlet 
creates  a partial  verdure  and  fertility, 
but  water  is  the  great  want.  Denuded  of 
trees,  it  is  exposed  to  the  cutting  wintry 
blasts,  and  scorched  by  the  calcining 
summer  heat : tawny  and  arid  is  the 
earth,  while  the  dust,  impregnated  with, 
saltpetre,  and  the  fierce  glare  of  the 
sun  blind  the  eye,  wearied  with  pro- 
spects of  uniform  misery  and  a total 
want  of  anything  of  interest,  either  in 
man  or  his  works,  or  the  nature  with 
which  he  is  surrounded ; the  traveller 
is  sickened  with  the  wide  expanse  of 
monotonous  steppes. 

The  towns  are  few,  poverty-stricken, 
and  without  a particle  of  comfort  or 
interest;  the  mud-built  villages,  the 
abodes  of  under-fed,  ill-clothed  la- 
bourers ; besides  the  want  of  water. 


Andalucia. 


ItOUTE  9. VALDEPENAS. 


83 


fuel  is  so  scarce  that  dry  dung  is  sub- 
stituted. These  hamlets,  wretched 
enough  before,  were  brutally  sacked 
by  the  Duponts  and  Soults,  and  never 
have  recovered.  The  plains  produce 
much  corn,  saffron,  and  in  some  places 
rich  wines : the  mules  are  celebrated. 
The  Manchego  is  honest,  patient,  and 
hard-working  when  there  is  any  one 
to  hire  him ; his  affections  are  more 
developed  than  his  reason.  Temperate, 
brave,  and  moral,  he  is  attached  and 
confiding  when  kindly  used  and  ho- 
nestly dealt  with ; reserved  and  stern 
when  he  suspects  ill-treatment  aud  in- 
justice. He  is  plainly  clad  in  patio 
pardo,  with  a montera  on  his  head,  a 
most  inconvenient  cap,  which  neither 
defends  the  head  from  the  sun,  the 
rain,  or  cold ; yet,  in  spite  of  all  these 
untoward  circumstances  in  man  and 
his  country,  this  is  the  province  of  the 
song  and  dance,  the  Seguidilla  aud 
Manchega.  Honest,  homely  Sancho 
Panza  is  a real  Manchegan  peasant. 
He  is  the  true  Juan  Espanol.  the  simple 

f after  goosy,  the  John  Bull  of  Spain. 

)os  Juanes  con  un  Pedro,  hacen  un 
as  non  entero. 

After  passing  the  gorge  of  Despena- 
perros,  to  the  r.  is  the  Venta  de  Car- 
denas ; here  we  think  of  Cardenio  and 
Dorothea.  In  the  immediate  Sierra  to 
the  1.  is  the  scene  of  the  knight's  pe- 
nance. Near  Torre  Nueva  Don  Quixote 
liberated  the  galley-slaves.  Santa  Cruz 
de  Mudela  is  a dull  unwholesome  town ; 
population  5500.  It  is  celebrated  for 
its  garters,  which  the  women  offer  for 
sale  to  the  passengers ; some  are  gaily 
embroidered  and  enlivened  with  mot- 
toes : “ Honi  soit  qui  mal  y pense.” 
Hence  to  Valdepenas,  a straggling 
place  of  some  10,000  souls,  with  an 
indifferent  inn.  The  red  blood  of  the 
grape  issues  from  this  valley  of  stones, 
aud  is  the  produce  of  the  Burgundy  vine, 
transplanted  into  Spain.  The  liquor 
is  kept  in  huge  tinajas  or  ja'rs ; when 
removed  it  is  put  into  pig-skins,  cueros, 
such  as  Don  Quixote  attacked.  The 
wine,  wl#;u  taken  to  distant  places,  is 
generally  adulterated.  When  pure,  it  is 
rich,  fruity,  full-bodied,  high-coloured, 
and  will  keep  well, and  improve  for  ten 
years.  The  best  Bodegas  are  those 


which  belonged  to  Don  Carlos,  Juan 
I Puente,  and  the  Marques  de  Santa  Crnz, 
I who  has  a mansion  here.  The  wine  is 
worth  on  the  spot  about  4 1.  the  pipe ; the 
land-carriage  is,  however,  expensive, 
and  it  is  apt,  when  conveyed  in  skins,  to 
be  tapped  and  watered  by  the  muleteers, 
whence  vino  moro — that  is,  wine  which 
has  never  been  thus  baptized— is  pro- 
verbially popular : Valdepenas  some- 
; times  goes  wrong  during  the  sea  voy- 
age ; the  best  plan  is  to  send  up  double 
quarter  sherry  casks,  which  then  must 
be  conveyed  to  Cadiz  or  Santander. 

The  town  of  Valdepenas  was  sacked 
by  the  French,  June  6,  1808,  under 
Liger  Bellair ; eighty  houses  were 
burnt,  and  the  unresisting  unarmed 
population  butchered  in  the  cellars  in 
drunken  sport  (Toreno,  iv.). 

Valdepenas  lies  about  half  way  be- 
: tween  Granada  and  Madrid  ; those 
who  wish  to  go  to  Estremadura  will 
turn  off  to  the  r.  through  Saceruela. 
The  geologist  and  botanist,  proceeding 
to  Seville,  may  make  a riding  detour, 
visiting  Ciudad  Real  and  Alniaden 
(see  p.  70),  and  thence  to  Cordova, 
avoiding  thereby  the  uninteresting 
angle  of  Bailen  and  Andujar ; the 
route  will  be  found  at  p.  86. 

After  leaving  Valdepenas  the  misery 
of  villages  and  villagers  increases  to 
Manzanares.  Pop.  9000.  Parador  del 
Carrillo.  The  men  get  browner  and 
poorer,  the  women  more  ugly,  country 
and  cloaks  more  rusty  and  threadbare. 
Hemp  is  a luxury  for  shoes,  aud  the 
rare  stocking  is  made  lilje  that  of  Va- 
lencia. without  feet,  an  emblem  of  a 
student’s  purse,  open  and  containing 
| nothing.  The  cloaked  peasants  grouped 
! around  their  mud  cabins  seem  to  be 
statues  of  silence  and  poverty,  yet  the 
soil  is  fertile  in  corn  and  wine.  At  the 
Venta  de  Quesada  Don  Quixote  (qite- 
sada,  lantern-jawed)  was  knighted,  and 
Cervantes  must  have  sketched  the  actual 
inn,  and  its  still  existiug  well.  The 
water  communicates  with  the  Guadiana, 
the  under-ground  Mole  of  Spanish 
rivers.  Indeed,  the  ancient  name.  Anas, 
is  derived  from  this  “ hide  and  seek  ” 
propensity;  Manas  in  the  Punic,  and 
Hanasa  in  the  Arabic,  signifying  “ to 
appear  and  disappear.”  It  is  called  the 
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Lucalee  by  the  Spanish  Gitanos.  The 
Wadi-Anas,  like  the  Guadalquivir,  eats 
its  dull  way  through  loamy  banks:  it 
rises  in  the  swamps,  or  Lagunas  de 
Ruidera,  and  loses  itself  again  15  miles 
from  its  source,  at  Tomelloso ; it  reap- 
pears after  flowing  7 L.  underground 
at  Daymiel.  The  lakes  which  it  throws 
up  are  called  the  eyes,  Los  ojos  de  la 
Guadiuna,  and  the  ground  above  is 
called  the  bridge.  This  and  the  eyes 
lead  to  trivial  witticisms,  in  regard  to 
the  dark  glancing  Manchegas  and  this 
bridge’s  superiority  over  the  Pont  Neuf 
at  Paris.  The  disappearance  is  not 
sudden,  like  that  of  the  Khone,  which 
descends  into  a gulf,  as  here  it  is  sucked 
up  into  unpicturesque  marshes.  Their 
chief  interest  arises  from  Don  Quixote. 
The  Cueva  de  Montesinos,  into  which 
the  knight  descended,  although  the 
name  savours  of  romance  and  the 
peerage  of  Charlemagne,  really  exists 
in  the  Campo  de  Montiel,  which  was 
the  last  scene  of  the  fratricidal  warfare 
between  Pedro  the  Cruel  and  Henry  of 
Trastamara,  who  here  killed  his  king 
and  brother,  aided  by  French  knights, 
by  whom  the  monarch  was  held  un- 
fairly down  in  the  death-struggle. 
The  cave  lies  about  l L.  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Osa  de  Montiel ; it  is  near  the 
Ermita  de  Saelices,  and  one  of  the  la- 
gunas, of  which  by  the  way  there  are 
eleven,  and  not  seven,  as  Cervantes 
says.  They  are  full  of  fish;  each  has 
its  own  name,  that  of  La  Colyada  being 
the  largest  and  most  interesting,  be- 
cause its  cool  waters  are  guarded  by 
the  rock-built  Ruined  castle  of  Rocha - 
frida,  in  which  lived  Itoca  Florida, 
to  whom  Montesinos  was  married. 

Al  Castillo  Uaman  Rocha, 

Y a la  fuente  Frida. 

These  lakes,  these  eyes  of  the  Gua- 
diana,  which,  according  to  the  Don, 
are  fed  from  the  tears  of  Belerma,  with 
her  seven  daughters  and  two  maidens 
weeping  for  her  dead.  Durandante, 
are  really  formed  by  the  accumulation 
of  waters  which  flow  down  from  the 
Sierra  de  Alcaraz.  The  Cueva  itself 
is  about  forty  yards  wide  and  sixty 
leep,  and  is  used  as  a refuge  in  storms 
y hunters  and  shepherds.  The  en- 


trance is  blocked  up  with  underwood. 
As  in  Don  Quixote’s  time,  it  is  the 
haunt  of  bats  and  birds,  who  have  de- 
posited a bed  of  guano  nearly  a foot 
thick.  The  cave  probably  was  part  of 
an  ancient  mine,  as  a labyrinth  of 
shafts  have  been  traced,  and  heaps  of 
metallic  rubbish,  escoriales,  found.* 

Perhaps  Madridejos  is  the  most 
convenient  place  to  start  from  on  a 
trip  into  Don  Quixote’s  country,  as  El 
Toboso  lies  about  7 L.  distant,  through 
Guero  4,  and  Osa  de  Montiel ; and 
only  8 L.,  through  Solana  1 , Alhambra 
3,  and  thence  4 more.  El  Toboso  is  a 
poor  place,  although  of  a European 
reputation ; the  name  is  derived  from 
the  tobas,  or  sort  of  porous  stones, 
which  still,  as  in  the  time  of  Cer- 
vantes, are  much  used  in  making 
water-jars.  According  to  Pellicer  and 
Cervantic  commentators,  the  original 
of  the  Don’s  sweetheart  Dulcinea,  Al- 
donza  Lorenzo  Corchuelo,  was  a Miss 
Aldonza  (a  word  which  means  sweet) 
Zarco  de  Morales,  and  she  lived  in 
the  still  existing  Casa  de  Torrecilla. 

Continuing  the  high  road  to  Madrid 
is  Puerto  Lapiche,  a poor  place,  where 
the  Don  informed  Sancho  that  they 
might  get  elbow-deep  in  adventures. 
The  “ Pass  ” is  placed  between  two 
olive-clad  gentle  slopes,  with  sundry 

* One  word  may  be  useful  on  the  beet  edi- 
tion* of  Don  Quixote  and  on  the  proverbs  of 
Sancho  Panza.  The  first  really  fine  edition 
was  published  in  England,  4 vols.  4to.,Tonson, 

1 737,  as  was  the  first  critical  edition  by  John 
Bowie,  6 vols.  4 to.  1781.  It  is  from  this  that 
every  Spanish  commentator  has  borrowed 
largely.  The  finest  Spanish  edition  is  that  of 
the  Academia,  4 vols.  folio,  1780  : perhaps  the 
best  Spanish  one  is  tliat  of  Jn.  Anto.  Pellicer, 
6 vols.  8vo.  Mad.  1797.  Of  English  transla- 
tions, the  first,  by  Thomas  Shelton,  2 vols.  4to. 
London,  1612-2(1,  is  the  best;  and  that  of 
Mottenx  among  the  wont.  Among  the  nu- 
merous collections  of  Spanish  proverbs,  the 
collector  mav  purchase  Proverbios,  Lopez  de 
Mendoza,  fol.  Sevilla,  1509;  Rcfrancs,  Her- 
nan  Nufiez  el  comendador,  fol.  Salamanca, 
1555;  or  the  4to  ed.,  Lerida,  1621,  which  has 
the  curious  work  of  Mallara  reprinted  with  it, 
the  original  edition  of  which,  entitled  I.n  Phi- 
losofthia  Vulgar,  by  Joan  de  Mallara,  is  a folio, 
Sevilla,  1568,  and  absolutely  neeessary  to 
curious  collectors.  There  is  also  Jsigares  Co- 
munes,  4to.,  printed  at  Madrid,  1618,  by  Juan 
de  la  Cueata,  the  publisher  of  Cervantes.  The 
modem  collection  by  Repulles,  in  6 duo.  vo- 
lumes, is  usefii). 
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groups  of  ■windmills,  which,  being  | 
smaller  than  ours,  are  really  not  un-  i 
like  giants  at  a distance ; they  are 
very  numerous,  for  this  is  a country  of 
much  corn  to  grind,  and  little  water- 
power. The  crack-brained  knight 
might  well  be  puzzled  by  these  mills, 
for  they  were  novelties  at  that  time, 
having  only  been  introduced  into 
Spain  in  1575,  and  had  just  before 
perplexed  even  Cardan,  the  wise  man  of 
his  age,  who  describes  one  as  if  it  had 
been  a steam-engine : “ Nor  can  I pass 
over  in  silence  what  is  so  wonderful, 
that  before  I saw  it  I could  neither 
believe  nor  relate  it  without  incurring 
the  imputation  of  credulity ; but  a 
thirst  for  science  overcomes  bashful- 
ness” (De  Rer.  Var.  i.  10).  Anew 
road  is  in  contemplation  from  Puerto 
Lapiche  to  Almaden,  and  hence  into 
Estrernadura. 

Four  L.  from  Manzanares  to  the 
r.  is  Argamasilla  del  AUm,  in  the 
prison  of  which  Cervantes  wrote  Don 
Quixote.  Near  Villarta  the  province 
of  New  Castile  is  entered,  which  here 
resembles  La  Mancha.  Madridejos, 
population  7000,  has  a nice,  cool,  re- 
freshing inn.  The  bread  is  exquisite, 
although  the  water  is  bad,  and  the 
cheese  not  much  better,  however  well 
it  did  for  the  Alforjas  of  honest, 
hungry  Sancho,  and  his  muleteer 
digestion.  Tembleque,  a cold,  stony, 
wretched  place,  was  mercilessly  sacked 
and  burnt  by  the  French  in  1809.  La 
Guardia,  rising  on  a ridge  of  rocks, 
was  once  an  outpost  guard  against  the 
Moors.  Here,  and  indeed  generally 
in  these  corn-growing  central  plains, 
the  traveller  should  remark  the  eras, 
the  common  Spanish  and  Oriental 
threshing-floors  in  the  open  air,  and 
the  driving  the  trillo  over  the  corn, 
with  horses,  after  a most  Homeric 
fashion.  The  females  hereabouts  look 
half  Swiss,  half  Dutch,  with  their 
blue  and  green  petticoats  and  hand- 
kerchiefs under  their  chins.  For  El 
Nirio  de  la  Guardia  see  Toledo.  The 
miserable  population,  driven  from 
their  houses,  that  were  gutted  by 
the  French,  and  which  they  are  too  | 
poor  to  repair,  burrow  like  rabbits  in 
troglodyte  excavations,  whence  they  | 


emerge  to  beg  of  the  diligence  as 
it  ascends  the  hill.  Thence  to  Ocaha, 
between  which  and  Los  Barrios  the 
Spaniards,  Nov.  19,  1809,  lost  a most 
important  battle.  The  Junta  of  Se- 
ville determined,  in  defiance  of  the 
Duke’s  warnings  and  entreaties,  to 
assume  the  offensive.  His  letters 
seem  really  to  have  been  written 
after  the  events,  and  not  before  them, 
so  truly  did  he  prophesy  certain  dis- 
comfiture, the  loss  of  Andalucia, 
and  his  own  compulsory  retreat 
into  Portugal.  The  Junta  prepared 
an  army  of  60,000  men,  armed  and 
equipped  by  England.  Command 
was  given  to  one  Juan  Carlos  de 
Areizaga,  who  advanced  from  the 
defiles,  giving  out  that  the  English 
were  with  him  ; and  such  fear  there- 
upon prevailed  at  Madrid,  where  the 
report  was  believed,  that  the  enemy 
thought  at  once  of  retreating  without 
a fight ; and  had  Areizaga  advanced, 
he  must  have  surprised  and  over- 
whelmed the  handful  of  French  at 
Aranjuez  (Belmas,  i.  99) : having, 
however,  by  his  delay  given  Soult  the 
means  of  collecting  troops,  he  then, 
as  if  infatuated,  risked  a battle  in  the 
plain.  There  two  short  hours  more 
than  sufficed  for  25,000  French  to  put 
55,000  Spaniards  to  an  indescribable 
rout,  during  which  Areizaga  placed 
himself  on  a belfry  in  Ocana,  a mute 
spectator  of  his  own  disgrace,  giving 
no  directions  whatever,  except  to  order 
his  reserve,  a body  of  15,000  men, 
who  had  not  fired  a shot,  to  retreat. 
He  and  Freire  then  set  the  example 
of  flight ; nor  did  either  even  attempt 
to  make  a stand  behind  the  impreg- 
nable rocks  of  Despena-perros  or  Al- 
cala la  Real.  Their  unhappy  troops, 
deserted  by  their  chiefs,  could  but 
follow  their  leaders.  La  Mancha  was 
covered  with  runaways.  Soult  took 
42  cannon,  26,000  prisoners,  and  killed 
5000,  while  his  loss  barely  reached 
1600. 

Buonaparte,  who,  jealous  that  it  could 
be  supposed  in  F ranee  that  any  one  could 
do  great  things  except  himself  (Foy, 
i.  159),  scarcely  mentioned  the  affair 
in  the  Moniteur ; yet  as  a victory  it  was 
most  important,  since  it  fixed  Joseph 
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on  the  tottering  throne,  gave  Granada 
to  Sebastian!,  Seville  to  Soult,  and 
placed  the  treasures  and  supplies  of 
rich  unpillaged  Andalucia  in  the  hands 
of  the  ravenous  invaders.  ’‘Alas  1”  said 
the  Duke,  whose  great  plans  were  thus 
frustrated,  “ that  a cause  which  pro- 
mised so  well  a few  weeks  ago  should 
have  been  so  completely  lost  by  the 
ignorance,  presumption,  and  mismanage- 
ment of  those  to  whose  direction  it  was 
confided’’  (Disp.  Dec.  6,  1809).  “No- 
thing would  do  but  fighting  great 
battles  in  plains,  in  which  their  defeat 
is  as  certain  as  is  the  commencement  of 
the  battle.”  Ferdinand  VII.,  a prisoner 
at  Valeu^ay,  was  mean  or  false  enough, 
probably  both,  to  write  to  congratulate 
Joseph  on  this  victory  (Schep.  i.  69); 
while  Areizaga,  who  lost  it,  instead  of 
being  cashiered,  was  presented  by  the 
Junta  with  a fine  horse,  and  was  after- 
wards made  Captain  General  of  Bis- 
cay by  this  very  Ferdinand  in  1814. 

After  the  battle  the  wretched  town 
of  Ocana  was  mercilessly  sacked  by 
Soult.  who  then  destroyed  the  precious 
archives  of  the  Ayuntamiento. 

The  diligence  Parudor  and  Posada 
de  los  Catalanes  are  decent ; Ocana  is 
an  uninterestiug  place,  with  some  di- 
lapidated barracks.  Population  5000. 
As  the  roads  from  Valencia,  Murcia, 
and  Andalucia  meet  here,  there  is  a 
constant  passage  of  carriages,  carts,  and 
muleteers  ; members  of  the  temperance 
society  will  find  the  water  here,  which 
is  so  bad  in  La  Mancha,  delicious. 
The  fuente  vieja.  with  its  aqueduct, 
has  been  attributed  to  the  Romans. 
The  public  laoadero  is  worth  the  artist’s 
attention  for  picturesque  groups  of 
garrulous  particoloured  washerwomen. 
Alonso  de  Ercilla,  the  author  of  the 
4 Araucana,’  the  epic  of  Spanish  litera- 
ture, was  buried  in  the  convent  of 
Carmelitas  Descalzas.  His  ashes  were 
scattered  to  the  dust  by  the  French 
troops.  Ercilla  was  a soldier,  and 
soldiers  have  been  the  best  poets  and 
novelists  of  the  Peninsula.  At  Ocana 
the  natural  sou  of  Philip  IV.,  Don 
Juan  of  Austria,  who  played  such  a 
distinguished  part  in  the  minority  of 
Charles  II.,  was  brought  up.  The  na- 
tural children  of  the  Spanish  kings 


never  were  allowed  to  enter  Madrid 
during  their  father’s  life,  from  the 
grandees  disputing  their  taking  prece- 
dence over  them. 

Emerging  through  a rocky  gorge  of 
volcanic  hills,  we  reach  Aranjuez  (for 
details  consult  Index) ; and  on  pass- 
ing the  palace,  and  the  Plaza  de  Han 
Antonio,  the  Tagus  is  crossed  by  an 
iron  suspension  bridge.  Driving  up 
the  verdurous  calle  larga.  a noble  stone 
bridge,  built  by  Charles  III.,  is  carried 
across  the  Jarama.  After  ascending 
the  Cuesta  de  la  Kfina,  the  descent 
recommences,  and  the  oasis  Aranjuez, 
with  its  green  meadows,  gardens,  night- 
ingales, and  watersprings,  disappears, 
while  its  remembrance  becomes  doubly 
delightful  from  the  contrast  with  tawny 
nakedness. 

The  Hermitage  and  Telegraph  of 
Pinto  is  considered  to  be  the  central 
point  of  the  Peninsula.  Soon  Madrid 
is  perceived,  rising  on  a broken  emi- 
nence out  of  an  apparent  plain.  Only 
a portion  being  seen,  it  looks  small, 
modern,  and  un-Spanish,  from  its  low 
domes  and  extinguisher-shaped  spires  : 
the  last  relay  is  at  Los  Angeles,  where 
devils  would  not  live  could  they  help 
it.  Approaching  the  l>ed  of  the  Man- 
zanares  the  scene  improves.  The  dip 
is  crossed  by  a superb  viaduct.  The 
diligence  usually  winds  round  the  mean 
mud  walls  to  the  r.,  enters  the  Puerta 
de  Atochu,  and  then  passes  through  the 
Prado  and  Calle  de  Alcala : thus  offer- 
ing, for  the  first  sight,  the  best  prome- 
nade and  finest  street  of  the  capital. 
For  Madrid,  see  Sect,  xi..  New  Castile. 

ROUTE  10. — VALDEPENA8  TO 
ALMADEN. 

Moral 

Almagro 2 *,  4 

Ciudad  Heal  • . . • 3 ..  7 

A 1 Corral  de  Caraquel  . 3 . . 10 

Cabezarodos  • . • • 3 ••  13 

Abenojar 1 ..  14 

SacerueU 4 ..  18 

Almaden  • • • . . b . . 23 

The  road  to  Ciudad  Real  is  carriage- 
able. It  is  in  contemplation  to  improve 
the  whole  route  to  Almaden , and  so  on 
into  Estremadura.  Almagro  is  an  im- 
portant agricultural  town,  with  a fine 
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convent  of  the  Calatrava  order  of  the 
sixteenth  century : observe  the  staircase 
and  cloisters.  At  l£  L.  distant,  on  the 
read  to  Almodovar  del  Campo,  is  Gra- 
natula,  the  village  in  which  Baldomero 
Espartero  was  born,  in  1790.  His 
father  was  an  humble  carretero.  The 
son,  destined  to  be  a monk,  began  life 
as  a poor  student,  but,  when  the  war  of 
independence  broke  out,  he  joined  el 
batallon  sayrado.  In  1816  he  volun- 
teered to  serve  in  S.  America.  Having, 
it  is  said,  won  money  of  Canterac  and 
other  generals,  with  whom  pay  was  in 
a case  of  stagnation,  he  was  paid  by 
promotion.  He  fought  well  during  the 
campaigns  against  Bolivar.  This  war 
was  ended  by  the  battle  of  Ayacucho ,* 
in  Lower  Peru,  where  Sucre  (Dec.  8, 
1825')  completely  defeated  the  royalists. 
A Cintra  convention  ensued,  by  which 
the  beaten  officers  secured  their  safe 
transportation  to  Spain,  and  to  new 
titles;  hence  the  depreciatory  apodo,  i 
or  nickname,  Los  Ayacuchos,  of  which 
Maroto,  Valdes,  lioail.  Tacon,  Seoane, 
and  sundry  other  mediocrities  were 
among  the  stars.  Espartero  having 
obtained  the  rank  of  a colonel,  ana 
being  quartered  at  Logrono,  there 
married  Dona  Jacinta  de  la  Cruz,  a 
lady  of  considerable  fortune.  The 
Ayacuchos,  companions  in  disgrace, 
clung  afterwards  together;  the  defeats 
by  the  Carlists  of  the  blundering  Val- 
des, Cordova,  and  Co.,  made  way  for 
Espartero,  whose  fortune  was  com- 
pleted by  the  death  of  Zumalacarregui, 
and  the  relief  of  Bilbao  by  the  Eng- 
lish; then  he  soon  managed  the  Ver- 
gara convention  with  his  brother  Aya- 
cucho Maroto,  and  thus  rose  to  be  the 
Duke  of  Victory.  Personally  a brave 
and  honest  man,  as  an  officer  he  was 
ignorant  and  vacillating;  but  as  Regent 
he  was  well  disposed  to  govern  accord- 
ing to  constitutional  law. 

Ciudad  Real,  Posada  de  las  Mur  eras: 
this  royal  city,  although  Cervantes  did 
call  it  imperial  and  the  seat  of  the  god 
of  smiles,  is  one  of  the  poorest  and  dul- 

• Ayacucho  is  an  Indian  word,  and  signifies 
the  “plain  of  the  dead,”  us  it  was  the  site  of 
one  of  Alraagro’s  and  Pizarro's  early  butcheries 
of  the  poor  aborigines,  whose  manes  were  now 
avenged. 


lest  of  the  inland  capitals  of  Spain,  and 
the  most  atrasado,  and  that  is  saying 
something:  population  about  10,000. 
It  was  built  by  Alonso  el  Sabio  in  1264, 
and  entitled  Real  by  Juan  II.  in  1420; 
portions  of  the  walls  with  towers  re- 
main. Before  the  final  conquest  of 
Granada  it  was,  in  fact,  the  frontier 
capital  and  seat  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery for  the  south.  Here  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  organised  the  Hermandad,  a 
mounted  brotherhood,  or  yendarmerie, 
to  protect  the  roads.  Among  the  few 
objects  at  Ciudad  Real,  visit  the  noble 
pile  of  the  hospital  founded  by  Cardinal 
Lorenzana,  and  the  semimoro  Puerta 
de  Toledo,  The  patroness  of  the  city 
is  La  Viryen  del  Prado.  The  parish 
church  has  a fine  single  Gothic  nave : 
the  Retublo,  with  curving  of  the  “ Pas- 
sion,” by  Giraldo  de  Merlo,  1616,  is 
almost  equal  to  Moutanes. 

Near  Ciudad  Real,  on  the  27th 
March,  1809,  while  Victor  was  routing 
Cuesta  at  Medellin,  Sebastiani,  with 
only  12,000  men,  put  to  flight  by  one 
charge  of  Dutch  hussars  19,000  Spa- 
niards, commanded  by  Urbina,  Conde 
de  Cartoajal,  who  had  marched  and 
countermarched  his  ill-equipped  troops 
forty -eight  hours  for  no  object  (Toreno, 

! viii.).  1 500  Spaniards  were  killed,  4000 
taken  prisoners,  their  wretched  general 
having  been  the  first  to  run  away. 

ROUTE  11. — SEVILLE  TO  BADAJOZ. 


Aracena.  ......  18 

Segura  de  Leon  ....  6 

Valencia 3 

Zaira 3 

Puente  del  Maestre  ...  3 

Santa  Marta 2 

Ailment 3 

Badajoz 4 


This,  the  mountain  road,  must  be 
ridden : for  the  first  24  L.  see  p.  67. 
At  Valencia,  3 L.  from  Seyura  de  Leon, 
is  another  fine  castle.  Passing  Medina 
de  las  Torres  we  reach  Zajra,  placed 
under  a denuded  ridge  to  the  1. : popu- 
lation under  5000.  Posada  indifferent. 
This  most  aucient  city  was  the  Segeda 
of  the  Iberians  and  Julia  Restituta  of 
the  Romans.  It  is  full  of  buildings 
begun  in  better  times  and  on  a grand 
scale ; they  have  either  remained  un- 
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finished,  or  have  been  gutted  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  French  under  Drouet, 
in  1811. 

The  great  lords  of  Zafra  were  the 
Figueroas,  whose  dukedom  of  Feria 
is  now  merged  in  that  of  the  Medina 
Celi.  Their  shield,  charged  with 
canting  fig-leaves,  appears  on  the  chief 
edifices,  although  generally  defaced  by 
the  French.  First  visit  the  ducal  Pa- 
lacio,  passing  out  by  the  haudsome 
granite  Puerto,  del  Acebuche : this 
Gothic  Alcazar  was  erected,  as  an  in- 
scription over  the  portal  states,  by 
Lorenzo  Suarez  de  Figueroa,  in  1437. 
Near  the  porch  is  one  of  the  curious 
primitive  iron-ribbed  cannon,  saved 
from  the  many  others  which  the  in- 
vaders destroyed,  when  they  plundered 
the  once  curious  armoury.  The  patio 
has  been  modernized  in  the  Herrera 
style,  and  is  handsome,  with  fine  mar- 
bles, Ionic  and  Doric  pillars,  and  a 
fountain.  The  interior,  gutted  by  the 
enemy,  has  been  degraded  by  the 
stewards  of  the  duke,  who  have  from 
time  to  time  suited  this  once  lordly 
dwelling  to  their  base  wants  and  tastes. 
The  open  arched  galleries  between  the 
huge  towers  of  the  Alcazar  command 
fine  views  over  the  gardens  and  olive- 
grounds  of  the  environs. 

Adjoiniug  to  the  Alcazar  is  the  unfi- 
nished convent  of  Santa  Marina,  which 
was  desecrated  by  the  invaders.  In 
the  chapel  observe  the  sepulchre  of 
Margaret  Harrington,  daughter  of  Lord 
Exton,  erected  in  1601  by  her  cousin, 
the  Duchess  of  Feria,  also  an  English- 
woman ; she  was  the  Jane  Dormer,  the 
most  trusted  of  Queen  Mary’s  ladies  of 
honour,  and  the  wife  of  Philip  II.’s 
ambassador  in  Loudon  at  the  important 
moment  of  Elizabeth’s  succession.  Her 
body  rests  here,  but,  trne  to  her  country 
in  death,  she  sent  her  heart  to  England. 
Her  effigy  kneels  before  a prie  Dieu, 
with  a mantle  on  her  head ; it  was  once 
painted,  but  has  been  whitewashed: 
her  portrait  was  destroyed  by  the 
French. 

Going  out  of  the  Puerto  de  Sevilla 
is  a little  alameda , with  a delicious 
water-spring,  brought  in  on  arches,  and 
called  La  fuente  del  Duque.  Among 
the  fine  unfinished  Graeco- Romano 


buildings  in  Zafra,  observe  the  magni- 
ficent marble  Doric  and  Ionic  patio  of 
La  Casa  Grande,  built  by  the  Dazas  Mal- 
donados, and  the  fine  colonnades  ; no- 
tice also  the  Doric  and  Ionic  brick 
tower  of  the  Colegiata ; neither  of 
these  edifices  are  finished,  or  ever 
will  be. 

Visit  next  the  Santa  Clara,  founded 
by  the  Figueroas  in  1428  (see  date 
over  portal) ; the  invaders  desecrated 
this  convent  and  mutilated  the  recum- 
bent figures  of  the  founder  and  his 
wife,  and  a Roman  statue  in  a toga  and 
sandals:  observe  the  effigy  of  Garci- 
lazo  de  la  Vega,  killed  before  Granada 
in  the  presence  of  Enrique  IV. ; re- 
mark his  singular  bonnet.  The  French 
made  this  gallant  knight’s  statue,  with 
others  of  the  Figueroa  family,  the 
butt  of  wanton  outrage ; observe  that 
without  a head,  called  Dona  Maria  de 
Moya. 

The  road  at  Zafra  diverges,  and 
passes  either  to  Merida,  9 L.,  by- 
dreary  Almendralejo  and  arid  Torre 
Mejia,  or  by  the  high  road  through  Al- 
buera. 
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Guillena  .... 

. 4 

Ronquillo  .... 

. 3 

..  7 

Santa  Olalla  . . , 

. 4 

..  11 

Monasterio  • . 

. 4 

..  15 

Fuente  de  Cantos  . • 

. 3 

..  18 

Los  Santos  .... 

. 4 

..  22 

Santa  Marta  . . 

. 5 

..  27 

Albuera 

. 3 

. 30 

Badajot ..... 

. 4 

..  34 

This,  the  diligence  and  extremely 
uninteresting  road,  winds  over  the 
Sierra  Morena  chain.  Few  travellers 
are  ever  met  with  save  the  migratory 
caravans,  which  bring  corn  down  from 
Salamanca  and  take  back  salt  from 
Cadiz.  The  carts,  oxen,  men,  and 
dogs  are  made  for  artists,  and  their 
nightly  bivouacs  by  the  sides  of  the 
roads,  in  the  glens  and  underwood,  are 
very  picturesque.  Ronquillo  rejoices 
in  having  given  birth  to  the  famous 
Alcalde  of  Charles  V.,  whose  Draco 
process  has  passed  into  a proverb ; it 
was  he  who  hung  up  the  Bishop  of 
Zamora  at  Simancas ; he  convicted  and 
executed  all  culprits— the  old  for  what 
they  had  done,  the  young  ones  for  what 
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they  would  have  done  had  they  been 
spared  and  grown  up. 

Above  Santa  Olalla  is  a ruined  Moor- 
ish castle,  whence  enjoy  a panorama  of 
mountains.'  Soon  we  enter  Estremadura 
(see  Sect.  vii.).  At  Monasterio  is  the 
point  where  the  waters  part,  descend- 
ing either  into  the  Guadiana  or  Guadal- 
quivir. Fuentt  de  Cantos  is  the  birth- 
place of  Zurbaran ; the  hill  towns  are 
uninteresting  and  agricultural  ; the 
natives  seldom  stray  beyond  their  pa-  ] 
rishes  or  are  visited  by  strangers.  Pigs 
and  game  of  all  kinds  thrive  in  these 
ranges  of  the  Sierra  Morena  ■ 

Albuera,  an  insignificant  hamlet  of 
itself,  owes  its  European  fame  to  its 
“ glorious  field  of  grief,”  and  the  mur- 
derous conflict.  May  16,  1811,  between 
Soult  and  Beresford.  Passing  the 
bridge  the  town  rises  in  front;  the 
battle  took  place  on  the  ridge  to  the  1. 
After  Massena,  instead  of  driving  the 
English  into  the  sea,  as  he  boasted,  was 
himself  driven  by  them  from  Santarem, 
the  Duke  advanced  on  Estremadura  to 
retake  Badajoz;  but  his  plans  were 
marred,  by  Maby’s  negligence  in  Gal- 
licia,  which  forced  him  to  return. 
Now,  rapid  expedition  was  everything, 
as  the  fortress  was  to  be  pounced  upon 
before  the  French  could  relieve  it,  yet 
Beresford’s  “ unfortunate  delay  ” gave 
Philippon,  the  governor,  ample  time  to 
provision  and  strengthen  the  place,  be- 
sides enabling  Soult  to  inarch  from 
Seville  to  its  relief.  Blake  and  Cas- 
tanos,  gluttons  for  fighting,  then  per- 
suaded Beresford  to  risk  a general 
action  when  nothing  could  be  gained 
by  a victory,  for  the  siege  was  virtually 
raised,  while  a reverse  would  have  en-  I 
tirely  paralysed  the  Duke,  and  neu- 
tralised the  glories  of  Torres  Vedras. 
Beresford  had  only  about  7000  English, 
and,  although  he  knew  the  ground  well, 
“occupied  it,”  says  Napier,  “in  such 
a manner  as  to  render  defeat  almost 
certain.”  He  was  the  only  man  in  the 
army  who  did  not  see  that  the  hill  to 
the  r.  was  his  really  vulnerable  point,  i 
and  where,  to  make  bad  worse,  he  ! 
placed  the  Spaniards.  Soult,  who  saw 
the  blot,  attacked  and  drove  them  back 
without  difficulty,  and  the  “ whole  po- 
sition was  raked  and  commanded.”  j 


Then  Houghton  led  up  the  57th,  the 
Spaniards  remaining,  as  at  Barrosa, 
“ quiet  spectators.” 

“ Out  of  1400  men  1050  were  killed 
and  wounded “ the  dead  lay  in  their 
ranks,  every  man  with  a wound  in  the 
front.”  Their  brave  leader  fell  at 
their  head,  cheering  them  on  to  the 
bayonet  charge,  which,  as  usual,  settled 
the  affair.  “Then  1500  un wounded 
men,  the  remnant  of  7000,  stood,”  writes 
Napier,  “ triumphant  on  the  fatal  hill.” 
“ This  little  battalion,”  says  the  Duke, 
“ alone  held  its  ground  against  all  the 
French  colonnes  en  masse."  Soult  in 
vain  pushed  on  with  the  reserves  under 
Werl«t,  who  was  killed,  aud  his  troops 
fled,  throwing  away  their  arms  (Viet,  et 
Conq.  xx.  242) : “ Mais  que  pouvaient 
5000  baionnettes  centre  un  ennemi 
quatre  fois  plus  nombreux  ?” — for  thus 
1600  men  are  converted  into  20,000 
men  in  buckram  by  one  dash  of  a 
French  pen. 

Beresford,  who  had  actually  ordered 
Halket  to  retreat,  was  saved,  says 
Napier  (xii.  6),  by  Col.  Hardinge, 
who,  on  his  own  responsibility,  brought 
up  Cole  and  Abercrombie  ; others, 
however,  and  Beresford’s  dispatch,  as- 
sign this  merit  to  Cole,  who  in  fact  was 
the  superior  officer. 

Both  armies  bivouacked  on  the 
ground ; and  had  Soult  the  next  day, 
with  his  15,000  Frenchmen,  ventured 
to  renew  the  attack  against  1600  Eng- 
lish, he  must  have  succeeded  ; but, 
awed  by  their  bold  front,  he  retired, 
leaving  nearly  1000  wounded  to  his 
repulser’s  mercy.  His  "army,  even  in 
the  words  of  Belmas  (i.  184),  his  own 
author,  “se  ddbanda  dans  le  plus 
affreux  desordre ; le  moral  s’e'trouvait 
fort  affecte.”  The  French  real  loss 
was  between  8000  and  9000  men — even 
they  admit  2800 ; that  of  the  English 
was  4158,  of  the  Spaniards  1365.  The 
Duke  in  public  shielded  Beresford, 
whose  capabilities  for  drilling  the  Por- 
tuguese he  justly  appreciated.  “ Ano- 
ther such  a battle,  however,”  wrote  he 
privately,  “ would  ruin  us.  I am 
working  hard  to  set  all  to  rights  again.” 
On  the  21st  he  visited  the  field,  and  in 
a few  weeks  offered  Soult  another 
chance  of  another  victory,  which  the 
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Marshal,  who  knew  that  a better  man 
was  come  in,  politely  declined ; he,  how- 
ever, claimed  the  “ complete  victory  ” 
as  his ; and  now  his  non  - succes  is 
ascribed  to  the  numerical  superiority  of 
the  English.  Durosoir  (Guide,  244) 
simply  states  that  20,000  French  fought 
against  45,000  English  or  Spaniards  ; 
which  Bory  de  St.  Vincent  (Guide,  109) 
makes  out  to  be  22,000  against  50,000, 
Soult’s  real  forces  amounting  to  19,000 
foot  and  4000  horse ; thus  history  is 
written  in  France  ; for  the  truth,  read 
Napier  (xii.  6),  and  his  unanswerable 
and  unanswered  answers  to  Beresford, 
vol.  vi.  and  the  Duke’s  ‘ Dispatches’  (vol. 
vii.).  The  Portuguese  also  claim  the 


fighting  as  theirs:  “ apres  la  bataille 
d’Albuera,”  relates  Schepeler,  “j’en- 
tendis  moi-meme  un  officier  Portugais 
dire,  ' Les  Espagnols  se  sont  battus 
comme  des  lions,  les  Portugais  comme 
des  serpens,  mais  les  Anglais  Nienle 
Niente!’  (not  at  all,)  dit-il  avec  dedain 
and  the  Spaniard  Blake,  in  his  letter 
thanking  the  Regency  for  making  him 
a captain-general  for  his  services  on  this 
day,  never  even  alluded  to  the  English. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  Albuera  was  the 
school  of  gallantry  and  decision,  which 
sent  forth  an  apt  scholar  to  win,  thirty- 
five  years  after,  his  peerage  at  Sobraon. 
For  Badajoz,  see  Sect.  vii. 
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SKELETON  TOURS  FOR  RIDERS. 

No.  1. 


Ecija. 

Gibraltar. 

Osuna. 

Malaga. 

Honda. 

Albania. 

Gaucin. 

Granada. 

No.  2. 

Granada. 

Almeria. 

Padui. 

Adra. 

Lanjaron. 

Motril. 

Ujijah. 

Durcal. 

Berja. 

Granada. 

The  best  geological  and  botanical  tours  are 
the  three  last  Routes.  The  early  summer  and 
autumnal  months  are  the  best  periods  for  these 
excursions. 


THE  SERRANIA  DE  RONDA. 

The  jumble  of  mountains  of  which  Honda  is  the  centre  and  capital  lies  to  the  1. 
of  the  Guadalquivir’s  basin  between  the  sea  and  the  kingdom  of  Grauada.  The 
districts  both  of  Honda  and  Grauada  are  an  Alpine  interchange  of  hill  and  valley  : 
although  only  separated  a few  leagues  from  the  plaius  of  Seville  and  Malaga, 
the  difference  of  climate  and  geography  is  most  striking;  thus,  while  the  wheat 
harvests  are  over  in  the  tierra  culiente  about  the  middle  of  May,  the  crops  iu  the 
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Vega  of  Granada  are  green  in  June.  These  mountains  form  the  barrier  ■which 
divides  the  central  zone  from  the  southern,  and  are  a sort  of  offshoot  from  the 
great  Sierra  Morena  chain. 

The  roads,  as  might  be  expected,  are  steep  and  rugged ; many  are  scarcely 
practicable  even  for  mules.  The  Spaniards  in  olden  times  never  wished  to 
render  their  Seville  frontier  very  accessible  to  the  Moors,  and  now  the  fear  of 
facilitating  an  invasion  from  Gibraltar  prevents  the  improving  the  communica- 
tions. The  posadas  are  not  much  better  than  the  roads  ; attend  therefore  to  the 
provend.  Honda  and  Granada  are  good  central  spots  for  excursions.  Their 
snowy  sierras  are  river  reservoirs  for  the  tierras  calientes,  and  the  fruits  and 
vegetation  in  the  fresh  hills  are  those  of  Switzerland ; thus  to  the  botanist  is  offered 
a range  from  the  hardiest  lichen  of  the  Alps,  down  to  the  orange  and  sugar-cane 
in  the  maritime  strips.  This  serrania  is  best  seen  in  the  summer,  for  at  other 
times  either  the  cold  is  piercing,  or  the  rains  swell  the  torrents,  which  become 
impassable. 

The  natural  strength  of  this  country  has  from  time  immemorial  suggested  sites 
for  “ hill-forts  ” (Hirt.  ‘ B.  H.’  8),  the  type  of  which  is  clearly  Oriental  j they  are 
everywhere  perched  like  eagles’  nests  on  the  heights,  and  exactly  where  a painter 
would  have  placed  them  for  a picture ; they  are  the  homes  of  brave  highlanders, 
to  whom  the  chase  and  smuggling  are  daily  bread.  The  French,  during  the  war, 
were  so  constantly  beaten  by  these  sharpshooters  that  they  became  very  shy  of 
attacking  hornets'  nests  fuller  of  lead  than  gold.  The  Contrabandista  of  Honda  is 
.one  of  the  most  picturesque  of  his  numerous  class  in  a country  where  “ everybody 
smuggles;”  he  is  to  be  seen  in  all  his  glory  at  Ronda  and  Gibraltar. 


BODTE  13. — SEVILLA  TO  GRANADA,  BY 
08DNA. 

There  are  many  ways  of  performing 
the  journey  from  Seville  to  Granada ; 
1st,  by  steam  to  Cadiz  and  Malaga, 
and  thence  by  Loja  in  the  diligence ; 
2ndly,  by  riding  across  the  wild  country 
through  Osuna  ; 3rdly,  by  going  in  the 
diligence  to  Cordova,  and  then  riding 
over  the  mountains  by  Alcala  la  Real ; 
and  4thly,  which  perhaps  is  the  best  for 
ladies,  by  coach  to  Andujar,  and  then 
across  to  Jcutn , or  by  the  Madrid  dili- 
gence up  to  Bailen,  and  thence  taking 
the  down  diligence  to  Granada. 


Gandul 3 


Arahal  .... 

. . 4 

7 

I A l’uebla  . . . 

. . 4 

11 

Osuna  .... 

. . 3 

14 

Pedrera  .... 

. . 3 

17 

Roda  .... 

. . 2 

19 

Alameda  . 

. . 3 

21 

Va.  de  Archidona  . 

. . 4 

25 

Loja 

. . 3 

28 

Va.  de  Cacin  . 

. . 2 

30 

Granada.  • • • 

. . 6 

36 

This,  the  direct  line  between  these 
important  cities,  can  scarcely  be  called 
a road ; it  is,  however,  practicable  for 
carriages  during  the  summer,  and  is 


taken  by  the  galera,  which  performs 
the  journey  in  six  days ; in  England  a 
railroad  would  run  it  in  six  hours. 
There  is  a talk  of  one  to  Osuna.  The 
posadas  are  bad ; attend  to  the  provend. 
Well-girt  riders  may  do  the  journey  in 
four  days. 

These  districts,  although  the  soil  is 
fertile  and  the  suns  genial,  have  been 
abandoned  by  the  Spaniard  since  the 
Moorish  conquest.  Corn-plains  have 
become  dehesas,  and  the  lair  of  the  wolf 
and  robber ; those  travelling  with  ladies 
should  never  venture  on  this  route 
without  an  escort 

At  Gandul  is  a Moorish  castle,  amid 
palms  and  orange-groves,  after  which  a 
wide  level  leads  to  Arahal,  where  the 
posada  is  tolerable  ; Moron  rises  on  its 
conical  hill  to  the  r.  Osuna  is  a large 
town  of  15,000  souls,  and  domineers 
over  its  fertile  plain.  The  best  posada 
is  at  the  outside,  coming  from  Seville. 
The  apex  of  the  triangular  hill  is 
crowned  by  a castle  and  the  colegiata ; 
the  streets  are  straggling ; the  buildings 
are  whitened  with  cal  de  Moron ; the 
carnation  pinks,  in  pots  imbedded  in 
the  houses,  are  superb. 
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Ositna  was  called  Gemina  Urban- 
orum,  because  two  legions,  and  both 
of  Home,  happened  to  be  quartered 
there  at  the  same  time.  The  Spanish 
annalists  prefer  deriving  the  name 
from  Osuna,  daughter  of  Hispan,  who 
married  Pyrrhus,  a killer  of  boars; 
hence  the  arms  of  the  city,  a castle 
with  two  bears  chained  to  a window. 
The  early  coins  found  here  are  nume- 
rous and  curious  (Florez,  ‘ M.’  ii.  625). 
Osuna  was  taken  from  the  Moors  in 
1240;  Philip  II.  granted  it  to  Pedro 
Giron,  whom  Francois  I.  used  to  call 
Le  bel  Espagnol ; for  this  noble  family 
of  the  Geryous,  consult  the  ‘ Compendio 
de  los  Girones,’  Jer.  Gudiel,  Alcala, 
1577.  The  Girons  became  its  true  ! 
patrons;  thus  Juan  Tellez,  in  1534, 
founded  the  church,  and  his  son,  in 
1 549,  the  college.  Ascend  to  the  castle : I 
the  panorama  is  extensive.  The  cole- 
giata,  built  in  1534,  in  the  mixed  Gothic  , 
and  cinque-cento  style,  is  a fine  church ; ! 
it  was  converted  by  Soult  into  a i 
citadel  and  magazine,  for,  as  in  olden 
times,  Osuna  is  an  important  military 
position,  from  its  fine  spring,  water  be- 
ing wanting  in  the  plains  (Hirt.  ‘ B.  H.’ 
41).  The  French  soldiers  amused 
themselves  with  mutilating  the  terra 
cotta  sacred  subjects  over  the  cinque- 
cento  portal,  and  with  firing  at  the 
grand  Crucifixion  by  Ribera,  which 
was  afterwards  restored  by  Joaquin 
Cortes.  There  also  are  other  four 
gloomy  pictures  by  Ribera  in  the  lle- 
tablo.  The  marbles  of  the  pavement 
are  fine ; the  enemy  carried  off  more 
than  five  cwt.  of  ancient  church  plate  ; 
a gilt  Cordovan  cup  has  alone  escaped. 
Visit  the  underground  portions  of  this 
church.  The  Patio  del  Sepulcro  is  in 
Berruguete  taste.  In  the  Sacrist ia  is 
a Christ,  by  Morales.  The  vaults  are  1 
supported  by  Moorish  arches.  The 
ancestors  of  the  Girons  lie  in  a laby-  j 
rinth  of  sepulchral  passages. 

Leaving  Osuna,  2 short  L.  are 
Aguas  dulces,  whose  sweet  waters  cre- 
ate an  oasis  in  these  aromatic  dehesas. 
Estepa  lies  to  the  left  about  2 L. 
from  Roda,  on  the  road  to  Ecija  ; some 
traces  of  Astapa  are  yet  visible  on  the 
hills  of  Camorra  and  Camorrillo.  This 
guerrillero  hill-fort  rivalled  Numantia, 


and  when  besieged  by  the  Romans, 
547  v.  c.,  its  inhabitants  destroyed 
themselves,  their  wives  and  children, 
| on  a funeral  pile,  rather  than  surrender 
. (Livy,  xxviii.  23).  For  the  old  coinage 
see  Florez,  ‘ M.’  ii.  624. 

Roda  is,  as  its  Arabic  name  Rauda 
implies,  a garden  of  roses,  poSu ; the 
posada  is  clean  : between  Pedrera  and 
Venta  de  Archidona  are  the  robber 
haunts,  la  Va.  de  Cobalea  and  el  cotijo 
de  Cerezal,  where  Jose  Maria  so  long 
ruled ; indeed  this  broken  and  intricate 
country  is  made  for  ladrones  and  beasts 
of  prey;  the  aromatic  underwood  and 
wild  evergreen  oaks  are  scattered  in  a 
park-like  manner  all  the  way  between 
Osuna  and  Loja. 

Alameda  lies  amidst  its  olives  and 
corn-fields  on  the  brow  of  a hill ; the 
shooting  is  excellent.  Passing  on  to 
the  r.  in  the  plain  is  the  salt  lake  of 
Antequera,  which  glitters  like  a mirror ; 
the  city  and  the  Lovers’  Rock  lie  be- 
yond (see  R.  21). 

A wild  cross-road  communicates  be- 
tween Antequera  and  Andujar,  19  L. 
through  Benameji  Cabra  and  Porcuna ; 
and  another  equally  cut  throat  track 
runs  from  Antequera  to  Ecija,  1 2^  L. 
through  La  Roda. 

After  quitting  the  Va.  de  Archidona 
we  ascend  the  steep  Puerto  del  Beg  to 
Loja,  which  is,  as  its  Arabic  name  im- 
plies, the  “ Guardian,”  the  advanced 
sentinel  of  the  Vega  of  Granada ; the 
opening  view  is  very  picturesque.  The 
castle  towers  from  a rock  in  the  middle 
of  the  town  ; below  runs  the  Genii, 
crossed  by  a Moorish  bridge,  while  be- 
yond rises  the  Sierra  Nevada,  with  its 
diadem  of  snow. 

There  are  two  paradores — one  la 
Victoria,  or  la  de  las  Diliyencias,  where 
'the  Malaga  coach  stops  ; the  other  is 
that  de  los  Angeles : be  content  there- 
fore, ye  mortals.  Loja  is  rapidly  im- 
proving; population  nearly  14,000;  a 
new  posada  and  theatre  are  building. 
This  place,  being  the  key  to  Granada, 
was  once  of  great  importance.  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella  besieged  it  in  1488, and 
took  it  after  thirty-four  days,,  very  much 
by  the  aid  of  the  English  archers  under 
Lord  Rivers.  Washington  Irving,  in 
his  charming  ‘ Chronicle  of  the  Con- 
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quest  of  Granada  ’ (which  here  should 
lie  read),  gives  a “ romantic  ” account  of 
this  affair  fch.-xxxix.).  “ Lord  Rivers 
was  the  first  to  penetrate  the  suburbs, 
and  was  severely  wounded.  His  ma- 
jesty visited  the  tent  of  the  English 
earl,  and  consoled  him  for  the  loss  of 
his  teeth  by  the  consideration  that  he 
might  otherwise  have  been  deprived 
of  them  by  natural  decay  ; whereas  the 
lack  of  them  would  now  be  esteemed 
a beauty  rather  than  a defect,  serving 
as  a trophy  of  the  glorious  cause  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged.”  The 
earl  replied  that  “ he  gave  thanks  to 
God  and  to  the  Holy  Virgin  for  being 
thus  honoured  by  a visit  from  the  most 
potent  king  in  Christendom  ; that  he 
accepted  with  all  gratitude  his  gracious 
consolation  for  the  loss  he  had  sus- 
tained, though  he  held  it  little  to  lose 
two  teeth  in  the  service  of  God,  who 
had  given  him  all.”  But  different  is 
the  historical  account  of  an  eye  witness, 
Peter  Martyr,  whose  authentic  epistles 
none  should  fail  to  peruse  in  these  lo- 
calities (Lett.  lxii.  Elzevir  ed.)  : “ Ab 
orbe  venit  Britano  juvenis,  animo,  ge- 
nere,  divitiis,  et  titulo  pollens,  Seal® 
comes — IiOrd  Scales — cum  pulcher- 
rima  familiarum  patrio  more  arcubus 
et  pharetris  armatorum  caterva.  Is 
post  fortia  testibus  Hispanis  facta,  dum 
per  scalas  murnm  inter  consortes  scu- 
tatus  ascenderet,  saxo  percussus  ad 
tentoria  deportatur  exauimis.  Chirur- 
gorum  cura  exactissiina  vitam  servat, 
sed  anterioribus  ictu  saxi  dentibus 
amissis.  Reginam  ubi  primum  ex  ten- 
toriolicuit  exire,  quae  nuper  advenerat, 
it  salutatum:  dolenti  oris  foeditatem 
Regin®  ad  ablatos  dentes,  juvenis  allu- 
dens,  ‘Christo  qui  totam  earn  fabri- 
caverat  domum,  fenestellam  se  fecisse. 
qua  facilius  quod  intus  laterat  inspici 
possit,’  lepide  respondit : placuit  Regi- 
bus argute  dictnm,  atque  honestis  ilium 
munenbus  donatum  ad  natale  solum 
in  Britanniam  remiserunt.”  Ferd- 
inand gave  to  Loja  for  arms,  gules  a 
castle  or,  and  a bridge  argent,  with  the 
device  “ Flor  entre  Espinas." 

It  was  to  Loja  that  Gonzalo  de  Cor- 
dova, el  Gran  Capitan,  and  Spain's 
only  real  great  general,  retired  from  the 
suspicions  of  the  ungrateful  Ferdinand, 


who,  like  an  eastern  khalif  and  a mo- 
dern junta,  dreaded  a too  victorious  ser- 
vant He  died  at  Granada  of  a quartan 
fever.  Dec.  2nd,  1515.  Mr.  Prescott 
has  given  us  a correct  sketch  of  his 
life  and  character  in  his  admirable 
‘ Ferdinand  and  Isabella’  (see  also  our 
paper  in  the  ‘ Quar.  Rev.’  cxxvii.  51). 
A regular  biography  has  recently  been 
written  by  the  commonplace  Quintana. 
The  old  ‘ Coronica  del  Gran  Capitan ,’ 
folio,  Alcala  de  Henares,  1 584,  although 
interesting  as  a romance,  is,  as  Cer- 
vantes says  (speaking  through  the  Cu- 
rate), a true  history:  the  French  work 
by  Florian  is  worse  than  worthless  in 
this  respect. 

Between  Loja  and  Lachar  are  two 
wretched  ventas : La  del  PiUgar  might 
better  be  called  de  las  Pulyas.  from  its 
host  of  vermin.  Passing  a mountain 
torrent  is  la  Va.  de  Cacin , and  then 
opens  the  celebrated  Vega  of  Granada 
like  the  promised  land. 

ROUTE  14. — SEVILLE  TO  GRANADA, 
BV  CORDOVA. 

Go  in  the  diligence  to  Cordova  ; then 
hire  horses  and  ride  over  the  moun- 
tains. The  roads  are  bad,  the  inns  no 
better.  Attend  to  the  provend.  The 
scenery  is  alpine  and  full  of  picturesque 
castles  and  localities,  celebrated  in 
Moro-Hispano  foray. 

CORDOVA  TO  GRANADA. 


Santa  Crocita  ....  4 


Castro  del  Rio 

. 2*  .. 

St 

Baena  

. 2 .. 

«t 

Alcala  la  Real  . 

. 6 

144 

Puerto  Lope  . . . 

. 3 .. 

17* 

Pinos  Puente  . . . 

. 2 .. 

19* 

Granada  • . • • 

. 3 .. 

224 

After  passing  over  tiresome  corn- 
plains  and  dehesas,  ascending  and  de- 
scending, crossing  and  recrossing  the 
Guadajoz,  we  reach  Castro  del  Bio,  on 
an  eminence,  and  hence,  through  wild 
districts  studded  with  atalayas,  to 
Baena,  a ride  of  twelve  hours. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  considerable 
towns  of  these  districts:  population 
above  10,000.  The  posada  is  bad. 
The  town  is  built  on  a slope  crowned 
with  a castle,  once  the  projterty  of  the 
great  Captain.  It  has  a good  plaza 
and  two  churches.  The  site  of  the 
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Roman  town  is  still  marked,  and  an- 
tiquities are  constantly  found  and  de- 
stroyed: in  1833  a sepulchre  was  dis- 
covered, said  to  be  that  of  the  families 
of  Pompey  and  Gracchus. 

The  climate,  water,  and  fruits  are 
delicious  : in  the  river  Marbella  is  a 
sort  of  tench  called  here  arriyuela, 
which  the  naturalist  should  examine 
and  eat.  The  botany  and  mineralogy 
deserve  attention.  The  arms  of  the 
town  are  five  Moors’  heads,  which  were 
cut  off  by  five  Spaniards  of  Baena, 
after  a desperate  combat. 

From  Baena  the  direct  road  runs  to 
Antequera,  12  L. ; through  Cabra 
(/Egabrum,  Ayabra,  Punice— a fort),  3 
L.,  which  is  a rich  agricultural  town. 
Population  above  12,000.  It  once  was 
the  see  of  a bishop : the  tortuous  town 
is  built  under  two  hills;  the  Plaza. 
although  irregular,  is  striking ; and  the 
streets  on  the  level  are  handsome  and 
cleansed  with  running  water.  There  is 
a curious  old  stone  used  for  the  font  in 
San  Juan.  The  town  is  surrounded 
with  gardens,  which  produce  excellent 
fruits  and  vegetables,  from  the  abund- 
ance of  water.  The  wines  made  in 
the  Pago  de  Rio  frio  vie  with  those  of 
Moutilla.  The  geologist  should  ex- 
amine an  extinct  crater  at  Los  Hoyones, 
and  the  curious  cave  de  Jarcas.  The 
reader  of  Don  Quixote  (ii.  14)  may 
inquire  for  the  celebrated  Cima,  into 
which  the  Caballero  del  Bosque  leapt. 
Lucena,  Elizana,  is  another  of  these 
large  towns  which  no  one  visits.  Po- 
pulation under  1 9,000.  Like  Cabra,  it 
also  is  placed  under  two  hills,  with  the 
best-built  streets  on  the  level;  it 
abounds  in  fruits  of  a rich  well-irri- 
gated soil  under  a glorious  sun.  The 
apricots  are  renowned.  Here,  April 
21st,  1483,  the  Conde  de  Cabra  took 
Boabdil,  el  Bey  chico  de  Granada,  a 
prisoner.  Consult  Memoriae  de  Lu- 
cena, Cardenas,  4to„  Ecija,  1777-  Three 
L.  on  is  Benamegi,  near  the  Xenil,  a 
town  of  bandit  and  robber  ill-fame. 
Hence,  by  dehesas  and  despoblados,  4 
L.  to  Antequera  (see  R.  21). 

Continuing  R.  12  and  leaving  Ba-  \ 
ena,  although  it  is  only  24  miles  to  j 
Alcala  la  Real,  it  is  a seven  hours’  ride : ! 
posada  bad.  The  picturesque  town. 


with  its  bold  towers,  rises  on  a conical 
hill : the  streets  are  steep,  the  Alameda 
is  charming.  This  was  once  the  strong- 
hold of  the  Alcaide  Ibn  Zaide  : being 
taken,  in  1340,  by  Alonso  XI.  in  per- 
son, it  obtained  the  epithet  Real.  The 
beacon-tower  1m.  Mota  was  erected  by 
the  Conde  de  Tendilla,  the  first  go- 
vernor of  the  Alhambra.  Here,  Jan. 
28th,  1810,  Sebastiani  came  up  with 
the  runaways  from  Ocafia  and  agaiu 
routed  Areizaga  and  Freire,  who  fled, 
without  even  making  a show  of  de- 
fence, to  Murcia,  abandoning  guns, 
baggage,  and  everything.  A moun- 
tain defile  to  the  1.  leads  to  Jaen. 

Passing  onwards  through  strong  de- 
files, where  Freire.  however,  made  no 
stand,  Illora  lies  to  the  r.,  on  a hill. 
Soon  the  glorious  Sierra  Nevada  is 
seen  through  an  opening  in  the  hills ; 
and,  after  passing  the  Vent  a del  Puerto, 
the  Vega  expands  to  the  view.  It  was 
on  the  bridge  of  Pinos,  which  is  soon 
crossed,  that  Columbus  was  stopped, 
in  Feb.  1492,  by  a messenger  from 
Isabella,  who  informed  him  that  she 
would  espouse  his  scheme  of  discovery. 
He  had  retired  in  disgust  at  the  delays 
and  disappointments  which  he  had  met 
with  in  the  court  of  the  cold  cautious 
Ferdinand,  until  his  more  generous 
queeu,  urged  by  the  good  prior  of 
Palos,  at  last  came  forward.  Thus 
Columbus  was  recalled,  and  she  was 
rewarded  with  a new  world.  The  offer 
was  made  in  the  very  nick  of  time,  and 
even  then  he  hesitated  to  replunge  into 
the  heart-sickening  intrigues.  Had  he 
proceeded  on  his  journey  to  our  Henry 
VII.,  that  sagacious  monarch,  ever  alive 
to  maritime  expeditions,  would  have 
listened  at  once  to  his  proposals,  and  S. 
America  would  have  been  English,  Pro- 
testant, free,  and  rich,  instead  of  bigoted, 
beggarly,  and  bloodthirsty;  on  such 
trifles  do  the  destinies  of  nations  turn. 

The  wooded  Soto  de  Roma,  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  estate,  lies  to  the  r. : 
to  the  1.  is  the  hill  of  Elvira  (see  post), 
one  of  the  advanced  guards  of  Granada. 

ROUTE  15. — SEVILLE  TO  GRANADA 
BY  JAEN. 

Go  in  the  diligence  to  Andqjar  (see 
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R.  8),  and  thence  by  a bad  but  car- 
riageable road  to  Jaen,  6 L. ; or  go 
on  to  Bailen,  and  then  take  the  down 
diligence  to  Jaen.  6 L.  The  Guadal- 
quivir is  passed  by  a suspension  bridge 
near  Mengibar.  Both  these  routes  are 
uninteresting,  and  occasionally  robber- 
infested  ; they  are  carried  over  tree- 
less plains,  cold  and  wind-blown  in 
winter,  calcined  and  dusty  in  summer. 
The  road  from  Jaen  to  Bailen  was 
commenced  in  1831. 


ROUTE  16.— ANDUJAR  TO  GRANADA. 


Mengibar  .... 

2 

Jaen 

4 

..  6 

Va.  del  Chaval 

4 

..  10 
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3 

..  13 
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3 

..  16 

Mituganda  .... 
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..  18 

Granada  .... 

4 

..  22 

Six  mortally  wearisome  L.  lead 
to  Jaen;  the  best  inn  is  that  of  the 
diligence,  El  Cafe  Nuevo;  the  other  is 
El  Santo  liostro,  Calle  de  Matadero, 
“ the  Holy  Face  in  Butcher-street." 

Jaen,  Jayykn.  was  a little  independ- 
ent kingdom  under  the  Moors,  con- 
sisting of  268  square  L.  The  capital — 
the  Roman  Aurigi  Giennium — stands 
like  a centinel  at  the  gorge  of  the 
mountain  approach  to  Granada.  Gien 
in  Arabic  is  said  to  signify  fertility ; 
and  the  town  was  also  called  Jayyenu- 
1-harir,  “ Jaen  of  the  Silk.”  Its  posi- 
tion is  most  picturesque,  lying  under  a 
castle-crowned  hill ; the  long  lines  of 
Moorish  walls  and  towers  creep  up  the 
irregular  slopes.  The  jumble  of  moun- 
tains, and  those  called  Jabalcuz,  La 
Pandera,  and  El  del  Viento,  almost 
deprive  the  city  of  sun  in  the  wintry 
days.  Jaen  has  been  compared  to  a 
dragon,  a watchful  Cerberus.  It  is  a 
poor  place,  amid 'plenty:  population 
18,000,  and  principally  hard-working 
agriculturists.  The  fruit-gardens  out- 
side the  town  are  charming,  freshened 
and  fertilised  by  living  waters  which 
gush  everywhere  from  the  rocks. 

Jaen  surrendered  itself  to  St.  Ferdi- 
nand in  1246.  Ibnu-l-ahmar,  “ the  Red 
Man,”  a native  of  Arjona,  had  raised 
himself  to  be  its  ruler  from  the  lowest 
classes,  and,  being  at  variance  with  the 
Moorish  king  of  Seville,  and  unable 


single-handed  to  oppose  the  Christians, 
declared  himself  their  vassal. 

Jaen  is  a bishopric  conjointly  with 
Baeza.  The  cathedral  is  built  after 
the  style  of  its  metropolitan  at  Granada 
and  Malaga.  The  old  mosque  was 
pulled  down  in  1492,  and  in  1525 
Pedro  de  Valdelvira  introduced  the 
Grseco-Romano  style ; the  plan  is  noble 
and  regular.  There  are  four  entrances : 
the  W.  facade  stands  between  two'  fine 
towers ; tne  Corinthian  interior  is  all 
glare,  whitewash,  and  looks  quite  like 
a Pagan  temple.  The  Sacristia  is 
elegant:  the  grand  relic  is  La  Santa 
Faz,  El  Santo  Sudario,  or,  as  it  is 
commonly  called,  El  Santo  liostro,  the 
Holy  Face  of  our  Saviour,  as  impressed 
on  the  handkerchief  of  Santa  Veronica 
— fverum  icon,  the  true  portrait ; some 
etymologists  however  prefer  Berenice), 
which,  like  a copper-plate,  has  given 
off  so  many  copies  for  true  believers. 
It  belonged  to  St.  Ferdinand,  and  is 
carved  all  over  Jaen.  It  is  copied  also 
in  small  silver  medallions,  niellos,  in 
black  and  white,  which  are  worn  by 
the  peasants  and  robbers  as  amulets. 
The  relic  is  shown  to  great  personages 
privately,  and  to  the  public  on  grand 
festivals ; the  lower  classes  rely  upon 
it  in  all  calamities,  yet  it  could  not  save 
them  from  the  French,  by  whom  under 
Cassagne  the  town,  in  July,  1808,  was 
ferociously  sacked  and  women  and 
babes  butchered.  This  man  and  his 
men  reasoned  like  Dante's  Devil  in  the 
‘ Inferno’ ( xxi.  48):  “ Qui  non  ha 

luogo  il  Santo  Rostra,"  for  Lucca  boasts 
a duplicate,  called  “ II  Volto  Santo.” 
Those  curious  as  to  their  authenticity 
may  consult  * Discursos  de  las  Efigies 
y verdaderos  retratos  non  manufactos  del 
Santo  liostro, ’ Francisco  Villanueva, 
fol.  1637. 

Visit  the  Alameda  with  its  alpine 
view ; walk  through  the  tortuous  old 
town  to  the  Fuente  de  Magdalena, 
which  bursts  from  a rock  as  if  struck 
by  the  wand  of  Moses.  There  is  a sort 
of  Museo  provincial  in  the  exjesuitas, 
with  some  hundred  bad  pictures.  It 
was  at  Jaen  that  Ferdinand  IV.  died 
suddenly,  in  his  25th  year,  on  Sept  7, 
1312,  exactly  thirty  days  after  he  was 
summoned  to  appear  before  the  tribunal 
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of  God  by  the  two  brothers  Pedro  and 
Juan  Carvajal,  of  Martos,  when  on  their 
way  to  execution  by  the  king’s  orders, 
and  without  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
guilt.  Hence  Ferdinand,  who  died 
on  the  appointed  day,  is  called  El 
Emplazado,  “ the  cited.  ” Mariana 
(xv.  ii.)  compares  his  death  to  those 
of  Philippe  le  Bel  and  Clement  V.,  the 
French  pope,  who  were  summoned  by 
the  templar,  De  Molay,  to  appear  before 
God  within  a year  and  a day  to  account 
for  their  perfidy,  rapine,  and  butchery  ; 
they  both  died  at  the  exact  period  of 
their  summons. 

For  history,  legends,  and  antiquities, 
consult  * Relation  de  Jaen,’  Gasp.  Sal- 
cedo Aguirre,  8vo.,  Jaen,  1614  ; * Ilis- 
toria  Ecclesiastical  Francisco  de  Ros, 
4to.,  Jaen,  1634 ; ‘ Santos  y Santuarios,’ 
Francisco  de  Vilches,  fol.  Madrid,  1 653 ; 
4 Historia  de  Jaen,'  Bartolome  Xime- 
nez,  Paton,  1628  — the  real  author  was 
the  Jesuit  Fernando  Pecha ; ‘ Anales 
Ecclesiasticos,’  Martin  de  Ximena 
Jurado;  the  substance,  however,  is  in- 
corporated in  4 Retrato  de  Jaen,'  Josef 
Martinez  de  Mazas,  4to.,  Jaen,  1794. 

The  highly  picturesque  road  to  Gra- 
nada was  opened  in  1828.  The  first 
portion  runs  through  a well-watered 
valley  full  of  figs,  apricots,  and  pome- 
granates. The  gorge  then  liecomes 
wilder  and  narrower  and  is  tunnelled 
at  the  Puerto  de  Arenas,  which  is  the 
gate  of  Granada;  the  engineer  was 
named  Esteban,  and  the  work  is  ex- 
cellent. Many  new  posadas  have 
been  set  up  on  this  road  at  the  places 
where  the  diligence  changes  horses. 
Those  who  are  riding  may  put  up 
either  at  miserable  Campillo,  or  go  on 
1*L.  to  Campotejar ; and  if  they  wish 
to  quit  the  dusty  road,  may  turn  off 
to  the  r.  at  a cortiio,  } of  a L.  from 
Campillo  to  Benalua  1 L.,  thence  to 
Colmara  4 L.,  and  so  on  2 L.  to 
Granada,  a lonely  but  beautiful  ride. 

ROUTE  17. — SEVILLE  TO  RONDA, 

BY  OLVERA. 


Gandul  .... 

. . S 

Arahal  .... 

. . i 

7 

Moron  .... 

. . 2 

..  9 

Zaframugon  . • 

. . 2 

..  11 

Olvera  .... 

. . 2 

..  13 

Setenil  .... 

. . 2 

..  13 

Ronda  .... 

• • 2 

..  IT 

SP. 


For  Gandul  and  Arahal  see  p.  92. 
It  is  best  to  push  on  the  first  night  to 
Moron- Arumi,  population  7000.  The 
chalk,  Cal  de  Moron,  is  that  with 
which  the  fatal  whitewash  is  made,  by 
which  so  much  mediaeval  and  Moorish 
decoration  has  been  obliterated.  But, 
as  old  Feltham  said  of  the  Dutch,  Spa- 
niards are  more  careful  of  their  house- 
fronts  than  of  their  bodies,  and  of  their 
bodies  than  of  their  souls.  The  tortas 
de  Moron  have  a Peninsular  celebrity. 

In  the  Sierra  de  Leila  are  remains 
of  old  silver-mines,  and  load-stones 
and  emeralds  are  found  here.  Moron 
is  a notorious  den  of  thieves.  Even 
the  women,  according  to  Rocca,  op- 
posed the  French,  while  the  citizens  of 
Audalucia  yielded ; these  are  the 
worthy  mothers  of  the  noble  moun- 
taineers into  whose  fastnesses  we  now 
enter.  Olvera  rivals  Moron  in  noto- 
riety of  misrule  : population  6000.  It 
is  the  refuge  of  the  man  of  blood; 
hence  the  proverb,  “ Mata  al  hombre  y 
vete  a Olvera,”  kill  your  man  and  fly 
to  Olvera.  The  inhabitants  on  one 
occasion,  being  compelled  to  furnish 
rations  to  a French  detachment,  foisted 
on  them  asses’  flesh  for  veal ; this 
insult,  says  M.  Rocca,  was  thrown 
always  into  their  teeth  : 44  Vous  avez 
mange'  de  Pane  ii  Olvera.”  His 
4 Guerre  en  Espagne’  is  a charming, 
well-written  book,  and  one  of  the  best 
French  military  accounts.  It  details 
hardships  endured  by  his  countrymen 
in  these  hungry  hills,  where  for  one 
cook  there  were  a thousand  sharp- 
shooters. Rocca  afterwards  married 
Madame  de  Stael. 

ROUTE  19l — SEVILLE  TO  RONDA, 

BY  ZAHARA. 

Utrera  ......  5 

Coronil 3,.  8 

Puerto  Serrano  . . . 4 . . 12 

Zahara  ......  2 ..  14 

Ronda 4 ..  18 

Set  out  from  Seville  in  the  after- 
noon and  sleep  at  Utrera  (see  p.  25), 
and  then  perform  the  rest  in  two  days. 
You  can,  however,  avoid  Utrera,  and 
bait  your  horses  at  the  Venta  de  Utrera, 
which  is  nearly  half  way.  The  dehesas 
y despoblados  extend  to  castle  crowned 
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Coronil.  The  poor posada  Delos  dolor es 
is  vermin  haunted,  and  dolorous  will 
be  the  traveller’s  recollections.  The 
Puerto  is  the  mountain-portal  through 
which  robbers  descend  to  infest  the 
high  road  to  Cadiz.  After  tracking 
and  crossing  the  Guadalete  we  reach 
a new  venta,  built  under  Zahara,  which 
is  a true  Moorish  eagle’s  nest  crown- 
ing its  pyramidical  hill,  and  almost 
impregnable  before  the  invention  of 
artillery.  The  capture  by  Muley 
Aben  Hassan  in  1481  was  the  first 
blow  struck  in  the  war,  which  ended 
in  1492,  by  the  conquest  of  Granada, 
just  as  that  of  Saguntum  by  Hannibal 
led  to  the  downfall  of  Carthage.  Hence 
by  the  Cuesta  de  la  Vina  by  pic- 
turesque defiles  to  Ronda. 

ROUTE  19.— SEVILLE,  BT  ECIJ A, 

TO  RONIM. 

Those  who  have  not  seen  Cordova 
will,  of  course,  go  there  in  the  dili- 
gence, and  return  in  the  diligence  to 
Ecija,  and  thence  take  horses  for  the 
Sierra. 


Osuna  ......  <4 

Saucejo 2J  ..  7 

Va.  de  Grenadal  . . . 24  ..  »4 

Setenil  de  las  Bodegas  . 14  ..  10J 

Honda  ......  3 .,  13j( 


Sleep  at  Osuna.  (See  p.  93.)  The  ride 
is  desolate;  at  Saucejo  it  crests  the 
hills;  thence  to  Ronda  in  about  six 
hours.  It  is  a dreary,  lonely,  and 
sometimes  dangerous  journey. 

Ronda  has  a tolerable  posada,  de  las 
Animas,  in  the  old  town.  The  Pas- 
telleria  de  Cuatro  Naciones  can  be  re- 
commended ; the  cuisine  is  good,  the 
landlord  civil,  but  somewhat  spoilt  as 
to  prices  by  the  Gibraltar  officers ; in 
the  new  town  there  is  a vdry  tidy  little 
posada,  de  San  Cristobal — the  Chris- 
topher— to  which  Etonians  may  go : 
it  is  in  the  Calle  del  Alberto,  and  near 
the  Alameda.  Those  who  prefer  a 
private  and  quiet  house  will  find  "many 
on  El  Mercadillo ; the  best  by  far  is 
that  of  Seiiora  Dolores,  near  the  Plaza 
de  Toros.  Roman  Ronda,  Arunda, 
lay  2 L.  north,  at  Acinipo,  now  called 
Ronda  la  He/a.  The  Moors,  who  chose 
new  sites  for  most  of  their  cities,  used 
up  the  ancient  one  as  a quarry  for  their 


Rondab,  as  the  Spaniards  have  done 
since.  The  corporations  have  been 
the  chief  Vandals,  so  that  the  ruins, 
considerable  in  1747,  now  scarcely  ex- 
ist, and  do  not  deserve  a visit.  The 
coinage  is  described  by  Florez  (M.  i. 
153). 

Ronda,  say  the  Spaniards,  is  the 
Tivoli  of  Andalucia,  but  Trajan,  al- 
though an  Andaluz,  built  no  villa  here, 
and  its  Maecenas  was  the  Moor.  The 
town  hangs  on  a river-girt  rock,  and 
is  only  accessible  by  land  up  a narrow 
ascent  guarded  by  a Moorish  castle. 
It  contains  18,500  inhabitants,  bold, 
brave,  fresh-complexioned  mountain- 
eers, smugglers,  and  bull-fighters,  and 
Majos  muy  crudos.  It  was  taken  by 
surprise  by  Ferdinand  in  1485.  The 
Tajo,  or  chasm,  is  the  emphatic  feature. 
The  Guadaloin,  Arabice  the  “ deep 
stream,”  called  lower  down  El  Gua- 
dairo,  girdles  Ronda,  as  the  Marchan 
does  Alhama,  the  Tagus  Toledo,  and 
the  Huescar  and  Jucar  do  Cuenca. 
Those  in  search  of  the  picturesque  will 
begin  at  the  old  bridge  of  San  Miguel, 
and  descend  to  the  mill  below.  The 
modern  bridge,  which  at  the  other  ex- 
tremity of  Ronda  spans  a gulf  nearly 
300  feet  wide,  and  connects  the  new 
and  old  town,  was  built  in  1 761,  by 
Jose'  Martin  Aldeguela:  standing  on 
it,  “ ’t  is  dizzy  to  cast  one’s  eyes  be- 
low.” The  Moorish  mills  in  the  val- 
ley must  be  descended  to,  passing  out 
of  Ronda  by  the  old  castle.  The  view 
from  them,  looking  up  to  the  cloud- 
suspended  bridge,  is  unrivalled.  The 
arch  which  joins  the  Tajo  hangs  some 
600  feet  above,  like  that  in  the  Koran, 
between  heaven  and  the  bottomless 
pit ; the  river,  which,  black  as  Styx, 
has  long  struggled,  heard  but  not  seen, 
in  the  cold  shadows  of  its  rocky  prison, 
now  escapes,  dashing  joyously  into 
light  and  liberty ; the  waters  boil  in 
the  bright  burning  sun,  and  glitter 
like  the  golden  shower  of  Danae.  The 
giant  element  leaps  with  delirious 
bound  from  rock  to  rock,  until  at  last, 
broken,  buffeted,  and  weary,  it  sub- 
sides into  a geutle  stream,  which  steals 
like  happiness  away,  adown  a ver- 
durous valley  of  flower  and  fruit,  and 
offers  no  inapt  emblem  of  the  old  Spa- 
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niard’s  life,  who  ended,  in  the  quietism 
of  the  cloister,  a manhood  spent  in 
war,  hardship,  and  excitement.  There 
is  but  one  Honda  in  the  world,  and  this 
Tajo,  cleft  as  it  were  by  the  scimitar  of 
Roldan,  and  the  cascade  when  full,  form 
its  heart  and  soul.  The  scene,  its  noise 
and  movement,  baffle  pen  and  pencil, 
and,  like  Wilson  at  the  Falls  of  Temi, 
we  can  only  exclaim,  “ Well  done, 
rock  and  water,  by  Heavens ! ” 

In  the  town,  visit  the  Dominican 
convent ; the  Moorish  tower  stands  on 
the  verge  of  the  chasm.  There  is 
another  Moorish  tower  in  the  Calle 
del  Puente  viejo  ; visit,  in  the  Calle 
San  Pedro,  la  Casa  del  Hey  Morn, 
built  in  1042,  by  Al-Motadhed,  who 
drank  his  wine  out  of  jewel-studded 
goblets  formed  from  the  sculls  of  those 
whom  he  had  himself  decapitated 
(Coude,  ii.  26).  Here  is  la  mina  de 
Honda,  a staircase  cut  down  to  the 
river  in  the  solid  rock.  Descend  to 
the  singular  Nereid’s  grotto  below, 
which  was  dug  by  Christian  slaves,  in 
1342,  for  Ali  Abou  Melee;  the  steps 
were  protected  with  iron;  these  the 
Spaniards  sold,  and  they  were  then  re- 
placed with  wood,  which  General  Ro- 
jas, the  governor,  who  lived  in  the 
house,  used  up,  in  1633,  for  his 
firing. 

Honda  is  an  intricate  old  Moorish 
town  of  tortuous  lanes  and  ups  and 
downs.  The  houses  are  small  ; the 
doors  are  made  of  the  fine  Nogal,  or 
walnut,  which  abounds  in  the  fruit- 
bearing  valleys.  The  Peros,  Samboas, 
Ciruelas,  and  Melocotones  are  excel- 
lent ; indeed  the  apples  and  pears  of 
Konda  are  proverbial.  The  damsels, 
unlike  those  of  tawny  Audalucia,  are 
as  fresh  and  ruddy  as  the  pippins. 
Ronda  is  the  cool  summer  residence 
for  the  wealthy  of  Seville,  Ecija,  and 
Malaga.  Being  highly  salubrious, 
the  longevity  is  proverbial ; thus  Vi- 
cente de  Espiuel,  born  here  in  1551, 
died  at  the  age  of  ninety  : he  was  one 
of  the  best  musicians,  poets,  and  novel- 
ists of  Spain,  and  translated  Horace’s 
4 Art  of  Poetry.’  Espinel  had  served 
in  the  campaigns  of  Italy,  and  in  his 
picaresque  tale  of  Marcos  de  Obregon 
gives  his  own  adventures ; it  is  from 


j this  work  that  Le  Sage  borrowed 
freely  for  his  Gil  Bias.  The  longevity 
of  Ronda  is  expressed  in  a proverb, 
En  Honda  los  hombres  a ochenta,  son 
polloms.  These  hardy  octogenarian 
chickens,  according  to  M.  Rocca,  used 
to  hide  in  the  rocks,  and  amuse  them- 
selves with  popping  at  the  French  sen- 
tries. The  land-gate  was  repaired  by 
Charles  V.  The  Alcazar,  or  castle, 
is  the  property  of  the  Giron,  and  the 
Duque  de  Ahumada  is  hereditary  go- 
vernor. The  French  blew  it  up  on 
retiring,  from  sheer  love  of  destruc- 
tion, for  it  is  entirely  commanded,  and 
since  the  use  of  artillery  valueless  as  a 
military  defence. 

The  fine  stone-built  Plaza  de  Toros, 
or  bull  arena,  is  in  the  new  town,  near 
the  rose-garnished  Alameda,  which 
hangs  over  the  beetling  cliff : the  view 
' from  this  eminence  over  the  depth  be- 
low, and  mountain  panorama,  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  world.  The 
building  itself,  and  all  the  cells  for 
the  bulls,  and  the  contrivances  for 
letting  them  in  and  out  are  worth  ex- 
amination. The  fairs  and  Fiestas  are 
of  the  first  order.  May  20th  is  the  time 
to  see  Ronda,  its  bulls  and  Majos,  in 
their  glory.  This  is  the  great  leather, 
saddlery,  embroidered  gaiters,  and 
horse  fair,  to  which  many  detachments 
of  English  officers  ride  from  the  Rock, 
and  some  in  one  day.  The  Maestranza, 
or  equestrian  corporation  of  Ronda, 
takes  precedence  over  all  others. 

The  Ronda  horses  are  small,  but 
active ; Jose  Zafran  is  the  Anderson  of 
the  Serrania.  Excursions  may  be 
made  to  Honda  la  Vieja,  to  the  pictu- 
resque cavern  La  Cueva  del  Goto, 
which  lies  about  2 L.  N.W.,  from 
whence  a rivulet  emerges  and  flows 
into  the  Guadairo.  For  antiquities 
consult  4 Dialoqos  ;x>r  la  Historia  de 
Ronda,'  1766,  Juan  Ribera;  also  Car- 
ter’s excellent 4 Journey,’  1777. 

ROUTE  20. — RONDA  TO  XEREZ. 

Grazalema 3 

El  Bosque 3 . « ft 

Arcos 3 . & 

Xerez 5 ..  14 

This,  one  of  the  wildest  rides  in  the 
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Serrania,'Hf  eminently  picturesque. 
Passing  the  almond  and  walnut  groves 
of  the  valley  of  the  Guadairo,  we  enter 
a de/iesa  of  cistus  and  quercus  Quexigo. 
About  half  way  is  a rocky  gorge,  a 
robber  lair.  Here  we  once  counted  15 
monumental  crosses  in  the  space  of  50 
yards ; they  are  raised  on  the  “ heap 
of  stones"  (Josh.  vii.  26)  ; the  “shreds, 
flints,  and  pebhles  thrown  for  charita- 
ble purposes”  on  the  murdered  travel- 
ler’s grave.  It  was  an  Oriental  and 
Roman  custom  to  cast  if  only  one 
stone.  Quamquam  festinas  non  est 
mora  longa.  A simple  cross  bears  the 
name  of  the  victim,  and  the  date  of  his 
being  cut  off  in  the  blossom  of  his  sins, 
no  reckoning  made  (see  1 Gatherings’). 

Grazalema,  Lacidulia,  plastered  like 
a martlet-nest  on  the  rocky  hill,  can 
only  be  approached  by  a narrow  ledge. 
The  inhabitants,  smugglers  and  rob- 
bers, beat  back  a whole  division  of 
French,  who  compared  it  to  a land 
Gibraltar.  The  wild  women,  as  they 
wash  their  parti-coloured  garments  in 
the  bubbling  stream,  eye  the  traveller 
as  if  a perquisite  of  their  worthy  mates. 
The  road  now  clambers  over  the 
heights  under  the  San  Cristobal,  the 
Atlas  of  Roman  Catholics.  It  is  also 
called  la  Cabeza  del  Moro,  and  is  the 
first  land  seen  by  ships  coming  from 
the  Atlantic.  From  its  summit  the 
plains  of  the  Guadalquivir  are  laid  out 
like  a map ; we  slept  at  a tidy  posada 
in  El  Bosque.  Continuing  the  ride 
through  a pleasant  country,  we  reach 
Benamahomad,  a hamlet  all  girt  with 
streams  and  gardens.  Hence,  over 
an  undulating  pine-clad  despoblado  to 
Arcos,  which  rises  over  theGnadalete 
in  two  points,  one  crowned  by  a tower, 
the  other  by  a convent.  Crossing  the 
wooden  bridge,  a steep  ascent,  over- 
looking a yawning  precipice,  leads  up 
to  this  wild  place  of  truly  Andalucian 
majos,  who  continue  to  wear  the  na- 
tional costume  in  all  its  glory.  The 
portal  of  the  Patroquia  is  in  excellent 
Gothic  of  the  Catholic  kings  : there  is 
a decent  posada  on  the  r.  hand,  going 
out  of  the  town  to  Xerez.  Population 
about  10,000.  The  views  from  above 
are  superb,  ranging  over  the  Ronda 
mountains.  The  plains  below,  being 


irrigated  from  the  river,  produce  abun- 
dant crops  and  fruits. 

Arcos,  Arci  Colonia,  Arco  Briga, 
was  an  Iberian  town,  Briga  being 
equivalent  to  “ city,” — burgh,  borough, 
bury,  wvpyos.  It  was  taken  by  Alonso 
el  Sabio  from  the  Moors,  and  was  called 
de  lafrontera  from  its  frontier  position. 
The  Arcos  barbs,  and  their  watchful 
daring  riders,  are  renowned  in  ancient 
ballads.  They  were  reared  in  the 
plains  below,  and  especially  in  the 
once  famous  Haras  of  the  Carthusians 
of  Xerez.  The  intervening  country  is 
without  interest. 

ROUTE  21. — RONDA  TO  GRANADA. 


Cueva  del  Ilecerro 
Cam  pi  11  os 
Bolmdilla 
Antequera  , 
Archidona 
Loja . 

Granada. 


3 .. 

6 

3 .. 

9 

2 .. 

11 

2 .. 

13 

3 .. 

16 

8 .. 

24 

As  this  must  be  ridden,  it  may  be  as 
well  to  mention  the  time  required  by 
a well-girt  horseman.  It  can  be  done 
easily  in  three  days.  From  Honda  to 
Campillos  9 hours  ; Campillos  to  Loja 
1 2 hours,  allowing  one  for  baiting ; 
Loja  to  Granada  9 hours,  allowing 
half  an  hour  for  halting ; Antequera  lies 
out  of  the  direct  road,  but  is  well 
worth  visiting ; those  in  a hurry  might 
sleep  the  first  night  at  Campillos,  or  at 
the  solitary  venta  under  Teba. 

The  only  mid-day  halt  is  the  venta 
at  the  Cueva  del  Becerro,  “ Cave  of 
the  Calf,”  a den  fit  for  beasts,  but  those 
who  are  obliged  to  sleep  here  may  get 
beds  at  a private  house,  or  the  place 
may  be  left  out  altogether,  in  which 
case  the  half  way  will  be  at  the  Venta  del 
Puerto.  Nature,  indeed,  enthroned  in 
her  alpine  heights  and  green  carpeted 
valleys,  has  lavished  beauty  and  fer- 
tility around  ; man  alone  and  his  dwell- 
ings are  poverty-stricken.  About 
half  way  on  to  Campillos,  Teba,  Tbe- 
ba,  rises  on  the  r.,  but  is  not  worth 
ascending  up  to.  The  name,  which 
has  puzzled  antiquarians,  occurs  in  the 
Egyptian  Thebais,  and  Tape  in  Coptic 
means  “ head,  capital."  The  sou  of 
Abraham  by  the  concubine  Rennah 
(Gen,  xxii.  24)  was  called  Teba. 
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Thebes  in  Bceotia  was  founded  by  the 
Phoenician  Cadmus  ; and  the  word 
Teba,  in  Boeotian  dialect,  signified  a 
hill  (M.  Varro,  ‘ R.  R.’  iii.  l),  which 
coincides  with  this  locality.  Then 
come  in  the  Bryants  and  Fabers,  and 
other  dabblers  in  Noetic  and  Archite 
• archaeology,  who  contend  that  Teba,  in 
Syriac  (Tzeses,  Scho.  Lyc.  1206)  a 
heifer,  and  in  Hebrew  an  ark,  alluded 
to  the  female  symbol  of  the  regenera- 
tion of  nature,  in  contradistinction  to 
the  male  principle  Gor  (Hebrew), 
2upos,  a bull  and  a coffin.  Theba 
(not  tbis  one),  say  they,  was  the  emi- 
nence on  which  the  Noetic  ark  rested, 
but  perhaps  they  may  be  wrong. 

Andalucian  Teba  was  recovered  from 
the  Moors  by  Alonso  XI.  in  1323. 
Bruce,  according  to  Froissart,  when  on 
his  deathbed,  called  the  good  Lord 
James  of  Douglas,  and  told  him  that 
he  had  always  wished  to  fight  against 
the  enemies  of  Christ,  and  that  he  now, 
as  he  had  been  unable  to  do  so  while 
alive,  selected  him,  the  bravest  of  his 
knights,  to  carry  his  heart,  after  his 
death,  to  the  Holy  Land.  As  there 
were  no  ships  going  directly  to  Jeru- 
salem, Lord  James  proceeded  to  Spain, 
and,  thinking  fighting  the  Moors  in  the 
intermediate  time  would  be  the  most 
agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  the  deceased, 
proceeded  to  the  siege  of  Teba.  He 
wore  the  royal  heart  in  a silver  case 
around  his  neck.  In  the  critical  mo- 
ment of  the  battle,  he  and  his  follow- 
ers were  abandoned  by  their  Spanish 
allies ; then  the  good  Lord  threw  the 
heart  of  the  Bruce  into  the  fiercest 
fray,  exclaiming,  “ Pass  first  in  fight, 
as  thou  wast  wont  to  go,  and  Douglas 
will  follow  thee  or  die,”  which  he  aid. 
For  historic  references  see  our  paper, 

‘ Quart.  Rev.’  cxxvi.  310. 

There  are  some  decent  posadas  at 
Capillos,  on  the  Alameda — La  Corona, 
the  best,  Jesus  Nazareno,  and  Santa 
Maria  del  Carmen.  The  Salina  or 
Salt  Lake,  distant  2 L.,  forms  a strik- 
ing object  from  Campillos. 

Antequera,  Anticaria,  was  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans,  as  now,  an  im- 
portant city  of  the  second  order ; lying, 
however,  out  of  the  high  road,  it  is 
seldom  visited.  The  best  inns  are  La 


Corona,  and  that  of  Pedro  Ruiz,  Calle 
de  las  Comedias.  The  ancient  town 
was  situated  at  Antequera  la  Vigja. 
The  remains  of  a palace  and  a theatre, 
almost  perfect  in  1 544,  were  used  as  a 
quarry  to  build  the  convent  of  San 
Juan  de  Dios ; a few  fragments  were 
saved  by  Juan  Porcel  de  Peralta  in 
1585,  aud  are  imbedded  in  the  walls 
near  the  Arco  de  Gigantes,  going  to 
the  castle  court.  Others  were  then 
brought  from  Nescania,  7 miles  W., 
where  a hamlet  was  erected  in  1547 
for  the  invalids  who  came  to  drink  the 
waters  of  the  old  Fons  divinus,  now 
called  the  Fuente  de  Piedra,  because 
good  for  stone  and  gravel  complaints. 

Antequera  (Antikeyrah)  was  reco- 
vered from  the  Moors  in  1410  by  the 
Regent  Fernando,  who  hence  is  called 
“ El  Infante  de  Antequera."  He  gave 
the  city  for  arms  the  badge  of  his  mi- 
litary order.  La  Terraza,  the  “ vase,” 
the  pot  of  lilies  of  the  Virgin,  under 
which  the  mystery  of  the  divine  incar- 
nation was  shrouded  (see  our  remarks, 

‘ Quart.  Rev.’ cxxiii.  130).  Antequera 
contains  some  20,000  souls.  They  are 
chiefly  agricultural,  wear  the  majo 
dress,  and  are  fond  of  green  velvets  and 
gilt  filigree.  In  the  fertile  plain  is  a pe- 
culiar salt  laguna,  or  lake.  The  town 
is  clean  and  well  built.  The  Colegiaiu, 
which  was  gutted  by  the  French,  has 
been  partially  refitted;  but  poverty  of 
design  unites  with  poverty  of  material. 
The  castle  is  Moorish,  built  on  Roman 
foundations.  Observe  the  Barbican. 
Ascend  the  Torre  Mocha , with  its  in- 
congruous modern  belfry.  Observe 
the  Roman  frieze  and  cornice  at  the 
entrance.  The  view  is  striking.  In 
front,  the  Lover's  Rock  rises  out  of  the 
plain,  and  to  the  r.  the  three  conical 
hills  of  Archidona.  The  castle  is  much 
dilapidated.  The  curious  old  mosque 
in  the  enclosure  was  converted  by  the 
French  into  a store-house,  ana  the 
magnificent  Moorish  armoury  disap- 
peared when  the  city  was  sacked  ; the 
enemy,  at  the  evacuation  of-  A ntequera, 
wished,  as  usual,  to  destroy  the  castle, 
but  Cupid  interfered ; the  artillery- 
man leu  to  fire  the  train  lingered  so 
long,  taking  his  last  farewell  of  his 
nut-brown  quetida,  that  he  was  himself 
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taken  prisoner,  and  the  walls  escaped. 
When  we  were  last  at  Antequera  the 
governor  was  in  the  act  of  taking  down 
the  Moorish  mosque,  to  sell  the  ma- 
terials and  pocket  the  cash. 

Antequera,  probably  because  it  suits 
the  rhyme,  is  the  place  selected  by  the 
proverb  which  indicates  the  tendency 
in  Spaniards  of  each  person  taking 
first  care  of  himself : “ Saiga  el  sol  por 
Antequera,  venga  lo  que  niniere,  el 
ultimo  mono  se  ahoga.  I ’ll  be  off,  for 
the  last  monkey  is  drowned.”  Consult 
Panegericos,  &c.  Pedro  de  Espinosa, 
8vo.,  Xerez,  1628;  Historia  de  Ante- 
quera,  Francisco  Espinosa  y Aquilena, 
8vo.,  Malaga,  1842. 

From  Antequera  there  is  a bad  but 
carriageable  road  to  Malaga,  9 L., 
which  is  to  be  continued  on  to  Cordova. 
Ascending  the  height  is  a lusus  naturce, 
called  el  Torcal,  an  assemblage  of 
stones  which  look  like  a deserted  town. 
The  8 L.  are  hilly,  dreary,  and  town- 
less. Leaving  the  pass  Boca  del  Asno 
are  the  wretched  ventas,  de  Galvez,  4 
L.,  de  Linares,  2 L.,  and  de  Malagatos, 
1 L.,  a true  kill-cat  den,  where  none 
but  an  ass  will  open  his  mouth  for  food. 
The  views  on  descending  to  Malaga 
are  delicious.  (See  also  p.  120.) 

The  ride  to  Granada  is  pleasant. 
Leaving  Antequera  we  reach  the  hanks 
of  the  Yeguas,  and  the  Pena  or  Penon 
de  los  Enamorados,  which  rises  like  a 
Gibraltar  out  of  the  sea  of  the  plain. 
Sappho  leaps  of  true  love,  which  never 
did  run  smooth,  are  of  all  times  and 
countries.  Here,  it  is  said,  a Moorish 
maiden,  eloping  with  a Christian 
knight,  baffled  their  pursuers  by  pre- 
cipitating themselves,  locked  in  each 
other’s  arms,  into  a stony  couch.  (See 
the  story  at  length  in  Mariana,  xix. 
22.)  The  verdurous  valley  is  still  the 
mid-day  halt  of  the  sun-burnt  traveller, 
under  the  “ shadow  of  a great  rock  in 
a weary  land.”  Leaving  the  rock  to  the 
1.,  and  passing  a pretty  olive-grove,  the 
road  turns  to  Archidona,  XapnjS a>v,  and 
thence  winds  to  Loja.  (See  p.  93.) 

ROUTE  22.— RONDA  TO  MALAGA. 

A1  Borgo 3 

Casaralonela  • • • . 2 . . 5 

Cartama 3 • • 8 

Malaga  ••••••3..  11 


Those  who  ride  this  wild  mountain 
route  must  indeed  rough  it.  Attend 
carefully  to  the  provend,  for,  however 
satisfactory  the  banquet  of  alpine 
scenery,  there  is  more  food  for  the 
painter  and  poet's  eye,  in  fine  frenzy 
rolling,  than  for  the  body. 

Leaving  Honda  and  ascending  the  - 
Puerto  de  los  Espinillos,  and  passing 
the  arches  of  the  aqueduct,  cross  the 
stream  del  Toro,  and  thence  to  the 
Puertos  del  Viento,  and  on  to  that  de 
los  Empedrados.  Wind-blown  and  stony 
indeed  are  these  mountain  defiles,  nor 
is  the  locality  near  the  latter,  which  is 
called  Dientes  de  la  Vigja,  ill  named ; 
a broken  wild  track  leads  to  miserable 
El  Burgo,  with  its  bridge  and  hamlet. 
Thence  over  a dehesa  by  the  passes  of 
El  Hornillo  and  Media  Fanega,  to  the 
stream  and  wretched  venta  of  Casara- 
bonela.  After  descending  the  Cuesta 
de  Cascoral  is  the  usual  halting  place ; 
and  ’bad  it  is,  but  perhaps  less  bad 
than  the  venta  of  Cartama,  which  may 
be  left  to  the  r.  about  £ a L.  There  is 
also  a farm  or  Cortijo  de  Villalon 
farther  on,  where  travellers  may  rest 
at  night  Cartama,  Cartima,  is  built 
on  a hill ; “ car,”  “ kartha,”  show  its 
Punic  origin.  It  was  once  a fine  city 
(see  Livy,  xl.  47);  although  some  think 
that  he  refers  to  auother  Cartima,  near 
Ucles ; remains,  however,  are  con- 
stantly i.iscovered,  and,  as  usual,  either 
neglected  by  the  authorities  or  broken 
up  by  the  peasantry. 

Leaving  Cartama  we  soon  emerge 
from  the  Sierra,  and  enter  the  rich 
plain  of  Malaga,  studded  with  ruins, 
villages,  and  haciendas. 

ROUTE  23.— RONDA  TO  GIBRALTAR. 

Atajate 2 • 

Gaucin 3 ..  5 

San  Roque 6 . . 1 1 

Gibraltar 2. .13 

This  superb  mountain  ride  threads 
hill  and  dale,  along  the  edge  of  pre- 
cipices. By  starting  from  Honda  at 
7 a.m.  you  may  reach  Gaucin  about 
3^  p.m.  ; next  day,  by  leaving  Gaucin 
at  6 P.M.,  you  get  to  Gibraltar  between 
4 and  5 p.m.  ; you  can  ride  easily  from 
Honda  to  SanHoque  in  15  hours,  haltiug 
2 at  Gaucin.  There  is  also  a lower  and 
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smoother  road  by  which  Gaucin  may 
be  avoided  altogether  (see  next  column ). 
At  the  bottom  of  an  alpine  defile  is  la 
Fnente  de  Piedra ; it  is  placed  in  a 
funnel  from  which  there  is  no  escape 
should  a robber  ambuscade  be  laid. 
Thence,  scrambling  up  the  mountaius, 
we  pass  Moorish  villages,  built  on 
heights,  with  Moorish  names  and  half- 
Moorish  peasantry,  e.  g.  Atajate,  Bena- 
hali,  Benarraba,  Ben  Adalid,  Ben 
Alaurin.  These  settlements  of  Beni, 
“ children,”  mark  the  isolating  love 
of  tribe  which  the  Arabs  brought  with 
them  from  the  East,  implauting  on  a 
new  and  congenial  soil  the  weakness 
of  the  nomade  race  of  Ishmael,  whose 
hand  is  against  every  one,  and  against 
whom  every  hand  is  raised.  These 
unamalgamating  “Beni”  united,  how- 
ever, against  the  French,  who  found  in 
such  robbers  more  than  their  match. 
The  hard-working  highland  peasants 
cultivate  every  patch  of  the  mountain 
sides,  terracing  them  into  hanging 
gardens,  and  bringing  up  earth  from 
below  in  baskets. 

Gaucin  is  most  romantically  situated 
on  a cleft  ridge.  The  posada  de  la 
Paz  is  tolerable,  and  the  people  civil. 
Here  (Sept.  19,  1309)  Guzman  el 
Bueno  was  killed,  in  the  53rd  year  of 
his  age.  Ascend  the  Moorish  castle, 
much  shattered  by  an  explosion,  April 
23,  1843.  The  view  is  glorious.  Gib- 
raltar rises  like  a molar  tooth  in  the 
distance,  and  Africa  looms  beyond. 
In  the  hermitage  of  the  castle  was  a 
small  image  of  the  Infant  Saviour, 
El  niiio  Dios , which,  being  dressed  in  a 
resplendent  French  court  suit,  was 
naturally  held  by  Spaniards  in  profound 
veneration  far  and  wide. 

Leaving  Gaucin  is  a tremendous 
descent  by  a sort  of  earthquake  dislo- 
cated staircase,  which  scales  the  wall 
barrier  to  this  frontier  of  Granada. 
The  road  seems  made  by  the  evil  one 
in  a hanging  garden  of  Eden.  An 
orange-grove  on  the  banks  of  the  Gua- 
dairo  welcomes  the  traveller,  and  tells 
him  that  the  Sierra  is  passed.  To  those 
coming  from  Gibraltar  this  mountain 
wall  is  the  appropriate  bartier  to 
Granada,  while  Gaucin  crests  the 
heights  like  a watchful  sentinel.  This 


oleander-fringed  river  is  crossed  and 
re-crossed,  and  is  very  dangerous  in 
rainy  weather.  On  its  banks  is  the 
lonely  Vent  a del  Guadairo,  where 
whatever  provend  you  have  brought 
with  you  can  be  washed  down  with 
wine  of  Estepona,  whose  flavour  is 
pleasant,  and  colour  amber  and  yellow. 
By  cutting  off  now  to  the  1.,  and  keep- 
ing along  the  sands  to  Gibraltar,  you 
can  avoid  San  Roque,  and  thus,  if  late, 
save  2 L.  Those  who  go  to  San  Roque, 
after  passing  the  ferry  of  the  Xenar, 
sweet  glades  of  chesnut  and  cork  trees, 
will  duly  and  pleasantly  arrive.  Ob- 
serve the  shepherds  armed,  like  David, 
withtheirsling.wherewith  they  manage 
their  flocks.  This  the  Phoenicians  in- 
troduced, and  it  became  the  formidable 
weapon  of  the  Oriental  and  Iberian 
(Judith  vi.  12 ; Pliny,  ‘ N.  H.’  vii.  56  ; 
Strabo,  iii.  255).  It  was  much  used 
in  the  Balearic  Islands,  hence  so  called, 
a-iro  roo  PaWfiu.  These  are  the  slings 
with  which  the  shepherds  knocked  out 
Don  Quixote’s  teeth.  Compare  the 
Hondas  of  Old  Castile. 

This  mountain  route  from  Gaucin 
is  rather  severe  : an  easier  one,  but  a 
long  single  day’s  ride,  lies  by  the 
valley  of  the  Guadairo,  avoiding  the 
hills.  Leave  Ronda  by  the  Merca- 
dillo,  descend  to  the  river,  keep  along 
its  pleasant  banks  to  Cortes,  which  is 
left  about  1$  mile  to  the  r.,  without 
going  to  it ; then  continue  up  the  river 
valley,  to  the  back  of  Gaucin,  which 
rises  about  3 miles  off  to  the  1.,  and  is 
not  to  be  entered.  Ascend  the  hill  to 
the  Ximena  road,  and  soon  strike  off 
to  the  1.,  through  la  boca  del  Leon  to 
the  Cork-wood,  and  thence  to  San 
Roque.  The  Arrieros  try  to  dissuade 
travellers  from  taking  this  valley,  and 
best  route,  in  order  to  get  them  to 
sleep  at  some  friend’s  house  at  Gaucin, 
and  employ  the  horses  for  two  days 
instead  of  one. 

San  Roque.  There  is  good  accom- 
modation at  Macro's  Hotel,  El  Correo 
Ingles,  Calle  San  Felipe.  The  town 
was  built  in  1704  by  the  Spaniards, 
after  the  loss  of  Gibraltar ; they  used 
up  as  a quarry  the  remains  of  Carteia. 
It  is  named  after  its  tutelar  saint,  the 
modern  Esculapius,  who  is  himself 
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always  painted  with  a companion  dog, 
who  licks  the  wound  in  his  thigh : 
here  he  has  a hermitage,  and  no  place 
is  more  wholesome,  whence  it  is  the 
hospital  of  the  babies  and  “ scorpions 
of  Gib,”  who  get  at  San  Roque  “ sound 
as  roaches.”  The  town  is  very  cheap ; 
a family  can  live  here  for  half  the 
expense  necessary  at  Gibraltar : popu- 
lation above  7000.  It  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  Cawpo  de  Gibraltar,  and 
has  always  been  made  the  head- 
quarters of  the  different  Spanish  and 
French  armies,  which  have  not  re- 
taken Gibraltar.  The  descendants  of 
the  expelled  fortress  linger  near  the 
gates  of  their  former  paradise,  now, 
alas ! in  the  temporary  occupation  of 
heretics ; they  indulge  in  a long-de- 
ferred hope  of  return,  as  the  Moors  of 
Tetuan  sigh  for  the  re-possession  of 
Granada.  Even  yet  our  possession  of 
the  Rock  is  not  quite  a fait  accompli, 
since  the  king  of  Spain  still  calls  him- 
self the  king  of  Gibraltar ; of  which  the 
alcaldes  of  San  Roque,  in  their  official 
documents,  designate  themselves  the 
authorities,  and  all  persons  born  on 
the  Rock  are  entitled  to  the  rights  of 
native  Spanish  subjects.  The  town, 
from  being  made  the  summer  resi- 
dence of  many  English  families,  is  in 
a state  of  transition  : thus,  while  the 
portion  on  the  Spanish  side  remains 
altogether  Spanish,  and  the  road  to 
the  interior  execrable,  the  quarter 
facing  “ the  Rock  ” is  snug  and  smug, 
with  brass  knockers  on  the  doors,  and 
glass  in  the  windows ; and  the  road  is 
excellent,  macadamized  by  the  Eng- 
lish for  their  own  convenience.  No 
San  Roquian  ever  looks  towards  Spain  ; 
his  eyes,  like  a Scotchman’s,  are  fixed 
southward  on  “ La  Nuya,”  the  place 
for  cheap  goods,  good  cigars,  and  his 
El  Dorado,  his  ne  plus  ultra.  At  every 
Step  in  advance  Spain  recedes ; parties 
of  reckless  subalterns  gallop  over  the 
sands  on  crop-tailed  hacks,  hallooing 
to  terriers,  and  cracking  hunting- 
whips — animals,  instruments,  and  oc- 
cupations utterly  unknown  in  Iberia. 
Then  appear  red-faced  slouching  pe- 
destrians in  short  black  gaiters,  walking 
“ into  Spain,”  as  they  call  it,  where 
none  but  long  and  yellow  ones  are 


worn : then  the  nursery-maids,  men, 
women,  and  everything,  vividly  recall 
Gosport  and  Chatham.  Spain  va- 
nishes and  England  reappears  after 
passing  the  “ Lines,”  as  the  frontier 
boundaries  are  called.  The  civil  and 
military  establishments  of  Spain,  every- 
where rather  out  of  elbows,  are  nowhere 
more  so  than  here,  where  they  provoke 
the  most  odious  comparisons.  The 
miserable  hovels  are  the  fit  lair  of 
hungry  bribetaking  officials,  who  exist 
on  the  crumbs  of  “the  Rock,”  one 
broadside  from  which  would  sweep 
everything  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
These  “ Lines  ” were  once  most  for- 
midable, as  Philip  V.  erected  here,  in 
1731,  two  superb  forts,  now  heaps  of 
ruins  ; one  was  called  after  his  tutelar 
saint,  Felipe,  the  other  after  Santa  Bar- 
bara, the  patroness  of  Spanish  artil- 
lery ; they  were  so  strong,  that  when 
ti  e French  advanced  in  the  last  war, 
the  modern  Spaniards,  unable  even  to 
destroy  them,  called  in  the  aid  of  our 
engineers  under  Col.  Harding,  by 
whom  they  were  effectually  dis- 
mantled : this  is  at  least  a fait  ac- 
compli, and  they  never  ought  to  be 
allowed  to  be  rebuilt,  since  to  raise 
works  before  a fortress  is  a declara- 
tion of  war ; and  as  Buonaparte’s 
announced  intention  was  to  take  Gib- 
raltar, Sir  Colin  Campbell  was  per- 
fectly justified  in  clearing  them  away, 
even  without  the  Spaniards’  permis- 
sion. 

Now  this  destruction,  a work  of 
absolute  necessity  against  the  worst 
foe  of  England  and  Spain,  is  made, 
with  La  China  and  San  Sebastian  (see 
Index),  one  of  the  standing  libels 
against  us  by  the  French  and  Afran- 
cesados.  Fortunate  indeed  was  it  for 
many  Spaniards  that  Campbell  did 
; destroy  these  lines,  for  thus  Ballesteros 
j was  saved  from  French  pursuit  and 
; annihilation  by  skulking  under  our 
guns  (Pisp.,  Dec.  12, 1811).  Ferdinand 
: VII.  was  no  sooner  replaced  on  his 
throne  by  British  arms,  than  this  very 
man  urged  his  grateful  master  to  re- 
construct these  works,  as  both  dan- 
gerous and  offensive  to  England.  Gen. 
j Don  thereupon  said  to  the  commander 
j at  Algeciras,  “ If  you  begin,  I will 
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fire  a gun ; if  that  won’t  do,  I shall 
fire  another ; and  if  you  persevere, 
you  shall  have  a broadside  from  the 
galleries.”  If  Spain  meant  to  retain 
the  power  of  putting  these  lines  in 
statu  quo  after  the  expulsion  of  the 
French,  she  should  have  stipulated  for 
this  right  to  rebuild  them,  previously 
to  begging  us  to  raze  them  for  her. 

Beyond  these  lines  are  rows  of 
sentry-boxes  which  enkennel  the 
gaunt  Spanish  sentinels,  who  guard 
their  frontier  on  the  espanta  lobos  or 
scarecrow  principle.  A narrow  flat 
strip  of  sand  called  the  “ neutral 
ground  ” separates  the  Rock  from  the 
mainland  ; hence,  seen  from  a distance, 
it  seems  an  island,  as  it  undoubtedly 
once  was.  The  barren,  cinder-looking, 
sunburnt  mass  is  no  unfit  sample  of 
tawny  Spain,  while  the  rope-of-sand 
connection  is  a symbol  of  the  disunion, 
long  the  inherent  weakness  of  the 
unamalgamating  component  items  of 
Iberia. 

Cross  however  that  strip,  and  all  is 
changed,  as  by  magic,  into  the  order, 
preparation,  organization,  discipline, 
wealth,  honour,  and  power  of  the 
United  Kingdom — of  Britannia,  the 
Pallas,  the  armed  wisdom  of  Europe. 
The  N.  side  of  Gibraltar  rises  blumy, 
and  bristles  with  artillery : the  dotted 
port-holes  of  the  batteries,  excavated 
in  the  rock,  are  called  by  the  Spa- 
niards “ las  dientes  de  la  vieja ,”  the 
grinders  of  this  Stern  old  Cerbera. 
The  town  is  situated  on  a shelving 
ledge  to  the  W.  As  we  approach,  the 
defences  are  multiplied  ; the  causeway 
is  carried  over  a marsh  called  “ the 
inundation,”  which  can  be  instantane- 
ously laid  under  water  ; every  bastion 
is  defended  by  another ; a ready- 
shotted  gun  stands  out  from  each 
embrasure,  pregnant  with  death, — a 
prospect  not  altogether  pleasant  to  the 
6tranger,  who  hurries  on  for  fear  of  an 
accident.  At  every  turn  a well-ap- 
pointed, well-fed  sentinel  indicates  a 
watchfulness  which  defies  surprise. 
We  pass  on  through  a barrack  teeming 
with  soldiers’  wives  and  children,  a 
perfect  rabbit-warren  when  compared 
to  the  conventual  celibacy  of  a Spanish 
“ quartel.” 


The  traveller  who  lands  by  the 
steamer  will  be  tormented  by  cads  and 
touters,  who  clamorously  canvass  him 
to  put  up  at  their  respective 
Inna — “ Mrs.  Crosby’s  Club-house  ” 
is  good  and  reasonable ; rooms  cool, 
large,  and  airy:  “Griffith's  Hotel,” 
“Dumoulin's  French  Hotel,”  Fonda 
de  Enropa,  cheap  and  airy.  At  “Grif- 
fith’s ” is  one  Messias,  a Jew  (called  Ra- 
fael in  Spain),  who  is  a capital  guide 
both  here  and  throughout  Andalucia. 
The  hospitality  of  the  liock  is  unbound- 
ed, and,  perhaps,  the  endless  dinnering 
is  the  greatest  change  from  the  hungry 
and  thirsty  Spain.  As  there  are  gene- 
rally five  regiments  in  garrison,  the 
messes  are  on  a grand  scale.  But 
death  is  in  the  pot,  and  a tendency  to 
fever  and  inflammation  is  induced  by 
carrying  the  domestics  and  gastro- 
nomies of  cool  damp  England  to  this 
arid  and  torrid  “ Rock.”  This  gar- 
rison is  one  of  the  strictest  in  the 
world,  and  therefore  a capital  school 
for  young  officers  to  learn  their  duty : 
everything  is  on  the  alert ; the  gates 
are  shut  at  sunset  and  not  opened  until 
sunrise,  and  after  midnight  civilians 
are  obliged  to  carry  a lantern.  These 
rules  do  not  apply  to  officers.  No 
foreigner  can  reside  on  the  Rock  with- 
out some  consul  or  householder  be- 
coming his  surety  and  responsible  for 
his  conduct.  These  precautions  are 
absolutely  necessary,  as  this  place  can 
never  be  taken  except  by  treason,  and 
many  are  those  who,  under  a species 
of  cordial  understanding,  conceal  a 
deadly  arriere  pensde  of  hatred.  Gib- 
raltar is  excessively  displeasing  to  all 
French  tourists:  they  abuse  the  red 
jackets,  guns,  nursery-maids,  and  even 
the  monkeys:  ever  perfidious,  say  they, 
is  the  ambitious  aggression  of  England. 
The  truth  simply  is,  that  this  key  of 
their  lake  is  too  strong,  and  can’t  be 
taken  by  their  fleets  and  armies. 

There  is  no  real  difficulty  with  re- 
spectable foreigners,  who  find  plenty  of 
persons  ready  to  be  security  for  their 
good  behaviour : permits  to  reside  are 
granted  by  the  police  magistrate  for 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  days.  Military 
officers  have  the  privilege  of  intro- 
ducing a stranger  for  thirty  days, 
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■which  with  characteristic  gallantry  is 
generally  exercised  in  favour  of  the 
Spanish  fair  sex.  Those  who  wish  to 
draw  or  to  ramble  unmolested  over  the 
Rock  should  obtain  a card  from  the 
town-major,  which  operates  as  a pass- 
port. 

Spanish  money  is  current  at  Gibral- 
tar, but  some  changes  have  been  made. 


Doubloon  (or  ont»,  at  52d. 
tlie  dollar)  . ...  • . 

4 ditto  ditto 

Four-dollar  piece  .... 
Dollar,  pillared,  Mexican  or| 
Colombian  • • 

i ditto,  SpanUli  . . 

i ditto  ditto,  or  5- real  piece, 
lteale  y media. 

Poce 

English  penny  . • 

Ditto  halfpenny  . 

Ditto  farthing  . 

Chavo,  half  an  Englis 
thing,  or  4 quarto  . 


D 

R.Q. 

Ji. 

s. 

d. 

lf» 

..L 

:i 

V 

4 

8 

• • • • 

1 

148 

4 

•••• 

0 

n 

4 

1 

i 

0 

4 

4 

*6  !. 

0 

2 

2 

3 .. 

0 

1 

1 

1 8 

0 

0 

Cl 

..  12 

0 

0 

34 

.-1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

. . 

..  1 
J.. 

l) 

•• 

0 

i 

Mem. — English  silver  coins  are  scarcely  ever 
used  except  by  travellers.  The  value  of  a 
shilling  is  only  lid.  in  mixed  copper  and 
silver  money,  or  2 reals  and  11  quartos;  Eng- 
lish 6 d.  changes  for  5{d.  or  1 real  6 quartos. 
The  copper  coins  are  a mixture,  a few  from 
every  nation  : none  go  for  more  than  2 quartos, 
except  the  English  penny. 

The  English  at  Gibraltar  have  An- 
glicized Spanish  moneys ; the  letters 
D,  R,  and  Q,  above,  mean  dollars,  du- 
ros,  royals,  reales,  and  quarts,  quartos. 
The  onza  is  called  the  doubloon,  and 
the  pesos  fuertes  “ hard  dollars each 
is  divided  into  twelve  imaginary  reals, 
and  each  real  into  16  quarts;  besides 
this  the  English  have  coined  2 quarts 
and  1 quarts,  t.  e.  halfpence  and  far- 
things, with  the  Queen’s  head  and  re< 
verse  a castle.  Much  bother  and  con- 
siderable quiet  cheating  arises  from 
people  asking  prices  in  shillings  and 
sixpences,  by  which,  as  they  are  to  be 
paid  for  in  Spanish  moneys,  the  travel- 
ler is  “done:”  a prudent  man  will 
always  bargain  in  the  coins  of  the 
couutry.  The  comparative  value  of 
English  and  Spauish  moneys  has  at 
last  been  fixed  by  proclamation  at  50 
pence  the  dollar,  and  at  this  exchange 
the  civil  officers  and  troops  are  paid. 
The  real  value  of  the  dollar  varies  in 
mercantile  transactions  according  to 


the  exchange,  being  sometimes  as  low 
as  48  pence,  at  other  times  as  high  as 
54.  Letters  of  credit  on  the  principal 
Spanish  towns  can  be  procured  from 
the  Gibraltar  merchants,  Mr.  S.  Beno- 
liel.  Turner  and  Co.,  or  Messrs.  Caval- 
leros  and  Mr.  Rowswell. 

At  Gibraltar,  among  other  things 
which  are  rare  in  Spain,  is  a capital 
English  and  foreign  library,  called 
“ the  garrison  library.”  It  was  planned 
in  1793  by  Col.  Drink  water,  and  com- 
pleted at  the  public  expense  by  Mr. 
Pitt.  It  contains,  besides  newspapers 
and  periodicals,  a well-selected  collec- 
tion of  about  20,000  volumes. 

Here  let  the  traveller,  with  the  sweet 
bay  and  Africa  before  him,  and  seated 
on  an  easy  chair,  look  through  Descrip- 
cion  de  Gibraltar,  F rancisco  Perez,  4to., 
Mad.  1636,  or  the  excellent  Historia 
de  Gibraltar,  by  Ignacio  Lopez  de 
Ayala,  Mad.  1782.  Three  books  of 
this  work  were  put  forth  just  when  all 
the  eyes  of  Europe  were  bent  ou  the 
“ Rock,”  which  the  Count  d’Artois 
(Charles  X.)  came  to  take,  and  did  not. 
The  fourth  was  never  published,  and 
the  why  will  be  found  in  the  History 
of  the  Siege,  by  Col.  Drink  water,  1783, 
and  republished  by  Murray,  1844.  It 
details  the  defence,  and  utter  frustra- 
tion, by  sea  and  land,  of  the  combined 
fleets  and  armies  of  Spain  and  France. 
For  the  “ Straits,”  consult  the  History 
of  the  Herculean  Straits,  by  Col.  James, 
2 vols.  4to.,  London,  1771 ; yet  it  is  a 
mass  of  matter  handled  in  a dull,  un- 
critical manner.  Cyril  Thornton,  the 
amusing  work  of  Capt.  Hamilton,  is 
somewhat  obsolete  in  his  picture  of  the 
officers  and  their  messes ; drunkenness 
is  unknown  now,  as  the  cigar  has 
ousted  Bacchus.  There  is  a small 
Handbook  for  Gibraltar,  London,  1844, 
and  a good  work  ou  its  botany  and 
geology.  Flora  Calpcnsis,  by  Dr.  Ke- 
laart.  Rowswell  and  Bartolots  are  the 
best  booksellers  on  the  Rock. 

The  bay  is  formed  by  two  headlands, 
by  Europa  Point  on  the  Rock,  and  by 
Cabrita  in  Spain.  Its  greatest  width 
from  E.  to  \V.  is  five  miles,  its  greatest 
length  from  N.  to  S.  about  eight : the 
depth  in  the  centre  exceeds  1 00  fathoms. 
The  anchorage  is  not,  however,  very 
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good,  and  the  bay  is  open  and  much 
exposed,  especially  to  the  S.W.  winds; 
then  the  vessels  tug  at  their  cables  like 
impatient  horses,  and,  when  they  do 
break  loose,  get  stranded.  The  old 
mole  offers  a sort  of  protection  to  small 
craft:  notwithstanding  the  commerce 
that  is  carried  on,  there  ate  few  of  its 
appliances — quays,  wharfs,  docks,  and 
warehouses — for  even  the  English  seem 
paralysed  in  this  climate  of  Spain. 
The  tide  rises  about  four  feet  The 
Bock  consists  principally  of  grey  lime- 
stone and  marble ; the  highest  point  is 
about  1500  feet,  the  circumference 
about  seven  miles,  the  length  from  N. 
to  S.  about  three.  It  has  been  uplifted 
at  a comparatively  recent  epoch,  as  a 
sea-beach  exists  450  feet  above  the 
water's  level.  It  was  well  known  to 
the  ancients,  but  never  inhabited.  The 
Phoenicians  called  it  A lube ; this  the 
Greeks  corrupted  into  KaAu/3i7,  KaAinj, 
Calpe,  and  then,  defying  nature  as  au- 
daciously as  etymology,  they  said  it 
signified  “ a bucket,”  to  which  shape 
they  compared  the  rock — “ a tub  to  a 
whale.”  Calpe  has  been  interpreted 
Ca-alpe,  the  cavern  of  God,  and  Cal-be, 
the  watching  at  night.  Cal,  Coll , Cala, 
is  a common  prefix  to  Iberian  and 
Oriental  terms  of  height  and  fortress. 
Ayala  derives  Calpe  from  the  Hebrew 
and  Phoenician  Galph,  Calph.  a caved 
mountain;  and  rejects  the  Galfa  or 
Calpe,  quasi  Urna.  Calpe  was  the 
European,  and  Abula  (the  rock  of 
Abel,  the  “ lofty  ”)  the  African  pillar  of 
Hercules,  the  ne  plus  ultra  land  and  sea 
marks  of  jealous  Phoenician  monopoly  : 
here,  in  the  words  of  Ariosto,  was  the 
goal  beyond  which  strangers  never 
were  permitted  to  navigate,  la  meta 
que  pose  ai  primi  naviganti  Ercole  in- 
vitto.  The  1 tomans  are  thought  never 
to  have  really  penetrated  beyond  these 
keys  of  the  outer  sea,  or  the  Atlantic, 
before  the  reign  of  Augustus  (Florus,  iv. 
12).  Abyla,  Abel,  Harbel,  signified  the 
“ mountain  of  God.”  This  the  English 
call  “ Ape’s  hill,”  a better  corruption, 
at  least,  than  the  Greek  “ bucket.” 
The  Moors  call  it  Gibel  Mo-osa,  the 
Hill  of  Musa.  The  Spanish  name  is 
Cabo  de  Bullones,  Cape  of  Knobs. 
Be  these  names  what  they  may,  the 


high  rocky  fronts  of  each  continent 
remaiu  the  two  pillars  of  Hercules ; 
what  they  originally  were  was  an  un- 
settled question  in  Strabo’s  time  (iii. 
258),  and  now  may  be  left  in  peace. 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  Feb.  1,  1810,  de- 
creed the  erection  of  a third  pillar : 
“ Le  Roi  d’Espagne  veut  que  entre  les 
colonnes  d’Hereule  s’eleve  uue  troi- 
sieme,  qui  porte  a la  posterity  la  plus 
recule'e  et  aux  navigateurs  des  deux 
mondes  la  connaissance  des  chefs  et 
des  corps  qui  ont  repoussds  les  Anglais” 
(Belmas,  i.  424),  and  this  near  Tarifa, 
Barrosa,  aud  Trafalgar  1 1 1 

In  the  mean  time  Gibraltar  bears  the 
name  of  its  Berber  conqueror,  Gebal 
Tarik,  the  hill  of  Tarik,  who  lauded, 
as  Gayangos  has  demonstrated,  on 
Thursday,  April  30,  711. 

Gibraltar  was  first  taken  from  the 
Moors,  in  1309,  by  Guzman  el  Bueno; 
but  they  regained  it  in  1333,  the  Spa- 
nish governor,  Vasco  Perez  de  Meyra, 
having  appropriated  the  money  des- 
tined for  its  defence  in  buying  estates 
for  himself  at  Xerez  ( Chro . Along,  xi. 
117).  It  was  finally  recovered  in  1462 
by  another  of  the  Guzmans,  and  incor- 
porated with  the  Spanish  crown  in 
1502.  The  arms  are  “gules  a castle 
or,  aud  a key,”  it  being  the  key  of  the 
Straits.  Gibraltar  was  much  strength- 
ened by  Charles  V.  in  1552,  who 
employed  Jn.  Ba.  Calvi  in  raising 
defences  against  Barbarossa. 

It  was  captured  during  the  War  of 
the  Succession  by  Sir  George  liooke, 
July  24.  1704,  who  attacked  it  sud- 
denly, and  found  it  garrisoned  by  only 
80  men,  who  immediately  had  recourse 
to  relics  and  saints.  It  was  taken  by 
us  in  the  name  of  the  Archduke  Charles : 
this  was  the  first  stoue  which  fell  from 
the  vast  but  ruinous  edifice  of  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  and  George  I.  would 
have  given  it  up  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht, 
so  little  did  he  estimate  its  worth,  and 
the  nation  thought  it  “ a barren  rock, 
an  insignificant  fort,  and  a useless 
charge what  its  real  value  is  as  re- 
gards Spain  will  be  understood  by 
supposing  Portland  Island  to  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  French.  It  is  a bridle  in 
the  mouth  of  Spain  and  Burbary.  It 
speaks  a language  of  power,  which 
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alone  is  understood  and  obeyed  by  those 
cognate  nations.  The  Spauiards  never 
knew  the  value  of  this  natural  fortress 
until  its  loss,  which  now  so  wounds 
their  national  pride.  Yet  Gibraltar 
in  the  hands  of  England  is  a safeguard 
that  Spain  never  can  become  quite  a 
French  province,  or  the  Mediterranean 
a French  lake.  Hence  the  Bourbons 
north  of  the  Pyrenees  have  urged  their 
poor  kinsmen-tools  to  make  gigantic 
efforts  to  pluck  out  this  thorn  in  their 
path.  The  siege  by  France  and  Spain 
lasted  four  years.  Then  the  very  in- 
genious Mons.  d’ Arson’s  invincible 
floating  batteries,  that  could  neither  be 
burnt,  sunk,  nor  taken,  were  soon  burnt, 
sunk,  and  taken  by  plain  Englishmen, 
who  stood  to  their  guns,  on  the  13th 
of  Sept.  1783.  Thereupon  Charles  X., 
then  Count  d’Artoi6,  who  had  posted 
from  Paris  to  have  glory  thrust  upon 
him,  posted  back  again,  after  the  pre- 
cedent of  his  ancestors,  those  kings  of 
France  with  20,000  men,  who  march 
up  hills,  and  then  march  back  again. 
He  concealed  his  disgrace  under  a 
scurvy  jest : “ La  batterie  la  plus  effec- 
tive fut  ma  batterie  de  cuisine.”  Old 
Eliott  stood  during  the  glorious  day  on 
the  “ King’s  Bastion,”  with  Gen.  Boyd, 
by  whom  it  was  erected  in  1773.  Boyd, 
in  laying  the  first  stone,  prayed  “ to 
live  to  see  it  resist  the  united  fleets  of 
France  and  Spain.”  He  died  to  carry 
out  his  prophecy ; and  in  it  he  lies 
buried,  a fitting  tomb  j Gloria  autem 
minime  consepulta. 

Gibraltar  is  now  a bright  pearl  in 
the  Ocean  Queen's  crown.  It  is,  as 
Burke  said,  “ a post  of  power,  a post  of 
superiority,  of  connexion,  of  commerce ; 
one  which  makes  us  invaluable  to  our 
friends  and  dreadful  to  our  enemies.” 
Its  importance,  as  a depot  for  coal,  is 
increased  since  steam  navigation.  Sub- 
sequently to  the  storming  of  Acre,  new 
batteries  have  been  erected  to  meet  this 
new  mode  of  warfare.  Sir  John  Jones 
was  sent  out  in  1840,  and  under  his 
direction  tremendous  bastions  have 
been  made  at  Europa  Point,  Ragged 
Staff,  and  near  the  Alameda ; while 
heavier  guns  have  been  mounted  on 
the  mole  and  elsewhere.  Nor  need  it 
be  feared  that  the  bastions  and  example 


of  Boyd  will  ever  want  an  imitator  tn 
scccula  saculorum. 

Gibraltar  is  said  to  contain  between 
15,000 and  20,000  inhabitants, exclusive 
of  the  military.  In  daytime  it  looks 
more  peopled  than  it  really  is,  from 
the  number  of  sailors  on  shore,  and 
Spaniards  who  go  out  at  gun-fire.  The 
differences  of  nations  and  costumes 
are  very  curious : it  is  a motley  mas- 
querade, held  in  this  halfway  house 
between  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa, 
where  every  man  appears  in  his  own 
dress  and  speaks  his  own  language. 
Civilization  and  barbarism  clash.  The 
Cockney,  newly  imported  in  a week 
per  steamer  from  Loudon,  is  reading 
this  * Handbook  ’ alongside  of  a black 
date-merchant  from  the  borders  of  the 
deserts  of  Timbuctoo,  and  each  staring 
at  and  despising  his  nondescript  neigh- 
bour. It  is  a Babel  of  languages,  and 
nothing  can  be  more  amusing  than  the 
market-places.  Of  foreigners,  the  J ews, 
who  are  always  out  of  doors,  are  the 
dirtiest ; the  Moors  the  cleanest  and 
best  behaved ; the  Ronda  smuggler 
the  most  picturesque.  The  houses,  the 
rent  of  which  is  very  dear,  are  built  on 
the  stuffy  Wapping  principle,  with  a 
Genoese  exterior ; all  is  brick  and 
plaster  and  wood-work,  cribbed  and 
confined,  and  filled  with  curtains  and 
carpets,  on  purpose  to  breed  vermin 
and  fever  in  this  semi- African  hotbed  ; 
they  are  calculated  to  let  in  the  enemy, 
heat,  and  are  fit  only  for  salamanders 
and  “ scorpions,”  as  those  born  on  the 
Rock  are  called.  The  monkeys,  in 
fact,  are  the  oldest  and  wisest  denizens 
of  the  Rock ; they  live  cool  and  com- 
fortable on  the  sea-blown  cliffs.  The 
narrow  streets  are  worthy  of  these  nut- 
shell houses ; they  are,  except  the  main 
street,  yclepwl  “lanes,”  e.  g.  Bomb- 
house  Lane  and  Horse-barrack  Lane. 
Few  genuine  Moro-Peniusular  towns 
have  any  streets ; the  honesty  of  Eng- 
land scorns  the  exaggerations  of  Spanish 
Calles,  and  calls  things  here  by  their 
right  names. 

The  “ Main,  or  Waterport  Street," 
the  aorta  of  Gibraltar,  is  the  antithesis 
of  a Spanish  town.  Lions  and  Britan- 
nia* dangle  over  innumerable  pot- 
houses, the  foreign  names  of  whose 
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proprietors  combine  strangely  with  the 
Queen’s  English.  “ Manuel  Ximenez 
— lodgings  and  neat  liquors.”  In  these 
signs,  and  iu  the  surer  signs  of  bloated 
faces,  we  see  with  sorrow  that  we  have 
assed  from  a land  of  sobriety  into  a 
en  of  gin  and  intemperance ; every 
thing  and  body  is  in  motion ; there  is 
no  quiet,  no  repose ; all  is  hurry  and 
scurry,  for  time  is  money,  and  Mammon 
is  the  god  of  Gib.,  as  the  name  is  vulgar- 
ized, according  to  the  practice  ofabbre- 
viators  and  conquerors  of  “ Boney.” 
The  entire  commerce  of  the  Peninsula 
seems  condensed  into  this  microcosmus, 
where  all  creeds  and  nations  meet. 

The  principal  square  is  the  “ Com- 
mercial.” Here  are  situated  the  best 
hotels  and  the  “ Public  Exchange,”  a 
mean  building,  decorated  with  a bust  of 
Gen.  Don.  Here  are  a library  and 
newspapers,  and  a sort  of  club,  to  which 
travellers,  especially  mercantile,  are 
readily  admitted.  In  this  square, 
during  the  day,  sales  by  auction  take 
place  ; the  whole  scene  in  the  open  air, 
combined  with  the  variety  of  costume, 
is  truly  peculiar.  The  ordinary  out-of- 
doors  dress  of  the  females  of  the  lower 
classes  is  a red  cloak  and  hood,  edged 
with  black  velvet. 

Gibraltar  is  a free  port  in  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  term.  There  are  no  custom- 
houses, no  odious  searchings  of  luggage ; 
almost  everything  is  alike  free  to  be 
imported  or  exported.  Accordingly, 
the  barren  Rock,  which  in  itself  pro- 
duces nothing  and  consumes  every- 
thing, is  admirably  supplied.  This 
ready-money  market  infuses  life  into 
the  Spanish  vicinity,  which  exists  by 
furnishing  vegetables  and  other  articles 
of  consumption  : the  beef,  which  is  not 
a thing  of  Spain,  comes  from  Barbary. 
Gibraltar  is  very  dear,  especially  house- 
rent,  wages,  and  labour  of  all  kinds. 
It  is  a dull  place  of  residence  to  those 
who  are  neither  merchants  nor  mili- 
tary. The  climate  is  peculiarly  fatal 
to  children  during  early  dentition ; 
otherwise  it  is  healthy.  It  is,  however, 
extremely  disagreeable  during  the  pre- 
valence of  easterly  winds,  when  a misty 
vapour  hangs  over  the  summit  of  the 
Rock,  and  the  nerves  of  man  and  beast 
are  affected. 


The  Gibraltar  fever,  about  which 
doctors  have  disagreed  so  much,  the 
patients  dying  in  the  mean  while,  como 
chinches,  is  most  probably  endemic  ; it 
is  nurtured  in  Hebrew  dirt,  fed  by 
want  of  circulation  of  air  and  offensive 
sewers  at  low  tide.  It  is  called  into 
fatal  activity  by  some  autumnal  atmo- 
spherical peculiarity.  The  average 
visitation  is  about  every  twelve  years. 
The  quarantine  regulations,  especially 
as  regards  ships  coming  from  the  Ha- 
vana and  Alexandria,  are  severe  : they 
are  under  the  control  of  the  captain  of 
the  port  There  is  an  excellent  civil 
hospital  here,  arranged  in  1815  by 
Gen.  Don,  in  which  Protestants,  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  Jews  have  their 
wards  separate,  like  their  creeds. 

Gibraltar  was  made  a free  port  by 
Queen  Anne ; and  the  sooner  some 
change  is  made  the  better,  for  the 
“ Rock,”  like  Algeria,  is  a refuge  for 
destitute  scamps,  and  the  asylum  of 
people  of  all  nations  who  expatriate 
themselves  for  their  country’s  good. 
Here  revolutions  are  plotted  against 
friendly  Spain;  here  her  revenue  is 
defrauded  by  smugglers,  and  particu- 
larly  by  alien  cigar-makers,  who  thus 
interfere  with  the  only  active  manufac- 
ture of  Spain  (see  * Gatherings  ’). 

Gibraltar  is  the  grand  depot  for 
English  goods,  especially  cottons, 
which  are  smuggled  into  Spain,  along 
the  whole  coast  from  Cadiz  to  Beni- 
dorme,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
Spanish  authorities,  placed  nominally 
to  prevent  what  they  really  encourage. 
The  S.  of  Spain  is  thus  supplied  with 
as  much  of  our  wares  as  it  is  enabled 
to  purchase,  nor  would  any  treaty  of 
commerce  much  increase  the  consump- 
tion. 

Many  and  excellent  reforms  have 
been  made  in  Gibraltar,  long  a spot  of 
much  mismanagement  and  expense. 
England  now  derives  a surplus  reve- 
nue, after  paying  the  governor  and 
civil  officers,  &c.  It  is  cleansed  and 
lighted  by  a rate  on  houses.  Spirits 
pay  a considerable,  and  wine  and 
tobacco  a small  duty.  The  military 
officers  are  paid  by  government,  to 
whom  Gibraltar  is  a most  valuable 
depot  for  shipping  troops  to  the  colo- 
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nies;  and  the  new  fortifications  have  j 
naturally  been  paid  for  at  the  cost  of 
the  mother  state. 

The  “ Rock,"  in  religious  toleration,  j 
or  rather  indifference,  is  again  the  j 
antithesis  of  Spain.  Here  all  creeds 
are  free,  and  all  agree  in  exclusive 
money-worship.  There  are  now  two 
bishops  here ; the  elder  is  a Roman 
Catholic,  and  appointed  by  the  Pope 
in  partibus  injidelium.  The  Santa  , 
Maria  is  his  church;  it  is  poor  and 
paltry,  and  very  unlike  the  gorgeous 
pantheons  of  the  Peninsula. 

The  Jewish  synagogue  is  noisy  and 
curious  ; the  females  do  not  attend,  as 
it  is  a moot  point  with  their  Rabbins 
whether  they  have  souls ; nor  do  the 
men  pray  for  them — at  all  events,  they 
only  thank  God  in  their  orations  tljat 
they  are  not  women,  who,  be  it  said, 
as  far  as  beauty  goes,  are  often  angels  , 
ready  made.  There  is  a ci-devant  con- 
vent chapel  in  the  governor’s  house 
for  Protestants,  and  a newly  erected 
church  or  cathedral  in  the  Moorish 
style,  and  not  before  it  was  wanted: 
this  was  finished  in  1832,  and  Gibraltar 
has,  at  last,  a Protestant  bishop. 

The  law  is  administered  here  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  cases  of  West- 
minster Hall,  and  those  technicalities 
which  were  meant  for  the  protection  of 
the  innocent  have  become  the  scape- 
holes  of  the  worst  of  offenders.  It 
might  be  apprehended  that  a code  and 
practice  fitted  by  the  growth  of  centu- 
ries for  a free  and  intelligent  people 
would  not  work  well  in  a foreign 
garrison  with  a mongrel,  motley,  dan- 
gerous population,  bred  and  born  in 
despotism,  accustomed  to  the  summary  j 
bowstring  of  the  Kaid,  or  the  pasar  j 
por  las  annas  of  the  Spaniards;  ac-  | 
cordingiy,  when  gross  violations  of ! 
international  law  and  common  sense  [ 
take  place,  the  Spanish  authorities  | 
never  give  credit  to  the  excuse  of  the  | 
English  that  they  are  fettered  by  law, 
by  imperfect  power.  As  they  do  not  | 
believe  us  to  be  fools,  they  set  us  down 
for  liars,  or  as  willingly  encouraging  j 
abuses  which  we  profess  to  be  unable 
to  prevent;  such,  say  they,  are  the 
tricks  of  “ La  perjide  Albion.” 

Gibraltar  is  soon  seen;  nowhere  i 


does  the  idler  sooner  get  bored.  There 
is  neither  letters  nor  fine  art,  the  arts 
of  making  money  and  war  excepted. 
The  governor  of  this  rock  of  Mars  and 
Mammon  resides  at  the  convent,  for- 
merly a Franciscan  one.  It  is  a good 
residence.  The  garden,  so  nicely  laid 
out  by  Lady  Don,  used  to  be  delicious. 
Scotch  horticulture  under  an  Andalu- 
cian  climate  could  wheedle  everything 
out  of  Flora  and  Pomona. 

The  military  traveller  will,  of 
course,  examine  the  defences  and  the 
“ Guards.”  He  may  begin  at  “ Land 
Port ;”  walk  to  the  head  of  the  Devil's 
Tongue  Battery ; visit  the  “ fish-mar- 
ket ;”  observe  the  finny  tribe,  strange 
in  form  and  bright  in  colour : besides 
these  monsters  of  the  deep,  snails,  toad- 
stools, and  other  delicacies  of  the  season 
are  laid  out  for  your  omnivorous 
foreigner.  The  fish  is  excellent  and 
always  fresh,  for  whatever  is  not  sold 
during  the  day  is  either  given  away 
or  destroyed  at  gun-fire. 

Now  follow  the  sea  or  “ Line  Wall” 
to  the  “ King’s  Bastion ;”  give  a look 
at  the  new  church,  or  cathedral  of 
Holy  Trinity,  a heavy  semi-Moorish 
temple  for  the  Protestant  bishop  of  the 
Mediterranean  diocese:  in  the  inside 
lies  Gen.  Don,  the  Balbus  of  the  Rock, 
which  he  strengthened  and  embel- 
lished ; his  bones  rest  on  the  site  which 
he  so  loved  and  so  much  benefited. 

Now  pass  out  the  “ South  Port”  by 
the  gate  and  walls  built  by  Charles  V., 
into  the  Alameda  or  Esplanade,  for- 
merly called  the  “red  sands,”  and  a 
burning  desert  and  a cloacal  nuisance 
until  converted  by  Gen.  Don,  in  1814, 
into  a garden  of  sweets  and  delight, 
of  geranium-trees  and  bella  sombras ; 
and  beautiful  i6  shade  on  this  burning 
rock : thus  Flora  is  wedded  to  Mars, 
and  the  wrinkled  front  of  a fortress 
smoothed  with  roses.  The  “ guard- 
mountings  ” and  parades  take  place  on 
this  open  space ; the  decorations  of  the 
garden  are  more  military  than  artis- 
tical : hjre  is  a figure-head  of  the 
Spanish  three-decker  “Don  Juan,”  a 
relic  of  Trafalgar ; observe  a caricature 
carving  of  old  Eliott,  surrounded 
with  bombs  as  during  the  siege;  a 
bronze  bust  of  Wellington  is  placed 
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on  au  antique  pillar  brought  from  Le- 
pida,  with  a doggish  Latin  inscription 
by  Dr.  Gregory.  Close  by,  Neptune 
emerges  from  the  jaw-bones  of  a whale, 
more  like  a Jonah  than  a deity;  under 
the  leafy  avenues  the  lair  sex  listen  to 
the  bands  and  gaze  on  the  plumed 
camp,  being  gazed  at  themselves  by  the 
turbaned  'l  urk  and  white-robed  Moor. 
At  one  end  of  this  6cene  of  life  is  a 
silent  spot  where  officers  alone  are 
buried,  and  into  which  no  “ Nabitant” 
or  “ Scorpion  ” is  permitted  to  in- 
trude. 

This  part  of  the  fortress  has  recently 
been  much  strengthened,  and  may  now 
defy  attacks  from  armed  steamers.  A 
very  formidable  work  has  l>een  sunk 
on  the  glacis,  and  is  christened  Victoria 
battery.  The  new  bastion  running 
from  the  Orange  bastion  to  the  King's, 
and  a very  magnificent  defence,  bears 
the  name  of  Prince  Albert.  Auother, 
from  its  sunken  level  and  zigzag  form, 
is  familiarly  called  the  Snake  in  the 
Grass. 

The  surface  of  the  Rock,  bare  and 
tawny  in  summer,  starts  into  verdure 
with  the  spring  and  autumnal  rains, 
which  call  the  seeds  into  life;  more 
than  400  plants  flourish  on  these  almost 
soilless  crags.  Partridges  and  rabbits 
abound  and  are  never  shot  at.  The 
real  lions  of  “Gib.”  are  the  apes,  los 
monos,  for  which  Solomon  sent  to  Tar- 
shish  (1  Kings  x.  22).  They  haunt 
the  highest  points,  and  are  active  as 
the  chamois  ; like  delicate  dandies, 
they  are  seldom  seen  except  when  a 
Levanter,  or  E.  wind,  affecting  their 
nerves,  drives  them  to  the  west  end. 
These  exquisites  have  no  tails,  and  are 
very  harmless.  There  is  generally  one, 
a larger  and  the  most  respectable,  who 
takes  the  command,  and  is  called  the 
“ town-major.”  These  monkeys  rob 
the  gardens  when  they  can,  otherwise 
they  live  on  the  sweet  roots  of  the  Pal- 
mita;  for  them  also  there  is  a religious 
toleration,  and  they  are  never  molested : 
but  such  is  the  principle  of  English 
colonization,  ne  yuieta  rnovete.  We  do 
not  seek  to  denationalize  the  aborigines, 
whether  men  or  monkeys. 

Mons.  Bory  de  St.  Vincent,  specu- 
lating con  amore  on  “ces  singes,”  has 


a notion  that  men  also  came  from 
Africa  into  Spain  (Guide,  237),  and 
hence  into  France.  Now,  as  far  as 
Spain  is  concerned,  the  monkeys  are 
confined  to  this  rock. 

To  the  r.  of  the  gardens  are  “ Ragged- 
staff  Stairs  ” (the  ragged  staff  was  one 
of  the  badges  of  Burgundian  Charles 
V.);  this  portion,  and  all  about  “Jump- 
er’s Battery,’’  was,  before  the  new 
works,  the  weak  point  of  the  Rock,  and 
here' the  English  landed  under  Adm. 
Rooke.  Ascending  “ Scud  Hill,”  with 
“Windmill  Hill”  above  it,  and  the 
new  mole  and  dockyard  below,  is  the 
shelving  bay  of  Rosin.  Near  this  fresh, 
wind-blown  spot,  which  is  sometimes 
from  five  to  six  degrees  cooler  than 
the  town,  is  the  Naval  Hospital,  and 
fine  Spanish  buildings  called  the  “ South 
Barracks  and  Pavilion.”  The  “ Flats” 
at  Europa  Point  are  au  open  space  used 
for  manoeuvres  and  recreation.  Gen. 
Don  wished  to  level  and  plant  it,  but 
was  prevented  by  gome  engineering 
wiseacres,  who  thought  level  ground 
would  facilitate  the  advance  of  au 
enemy  1 and  the  troops  were  exercised 
on  the  burning  neutral  sands  for  the 
benefit  of  their  legs  and  eyes.  That 
most  expensive  article,  a good  English 
soldier,  was  too  long  scandalously  ne- 
glected at  “ Gib.,”  and  in  nothing  more 
than  his  barrack  and  his  water ; a better 
order  of  things  was  commenced  by 
Gen.  Don.  Some  new  tanks  have  re- 
cently been  made  for  each  barrack. 
The  supply,  for  which  the  soldier  was 
charged,  was  brought  in  (when  the 
public  tanks  got  low)  from  wells  on 
the  neutral  ground  at  a great  expense. 
The  salubrity  of  these  Europa  Point 
and  Windmill  Hill  barracks  is  neu- 
tralized by  their  distance  from  Gib- 
raltar ; when  not  on  duty,  the  soldier 
is  in  the  town  or  Rosia  pothouses ; 
there  he  remains  uutil  the  last  mo- 
ment, then  heats  himself  by  hurrying 
back  up  the  ascent,  and  exposing  him  - 
self  to  draughts  and  night  air,  which 
sow  the  seeds  of  disease  and  death. 
Shade,  water,  and  vegetables  are  of 
vital  importance  to  soldiers  brought 
from  damp  England  to  this  arid  rock. 
Were  the  crags  coated  properly  with 
the  manure  and  offal  of  the  town,  they 
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might  be  carpeted  with  verdure,  and 
made  a kitchen-garden.  If  ever  Gib- 
raltar be  lost,  it  will  be  from  treachery 
within ; and  this  was  once  nearly  the 
case,  from  the  discontent  occasioned 
by  the  over  discipline  of  a royal  mar- 
tinet governor.  The  evil  will  arise 
should  any  effete  general,  or  one  who 
has  never  seen  active  service,  be  placed 
there  in  command.  He  might  worry 
the  men  and  officers  with  the  minutiae 
of  pipe-clay  pedantry : under’  this 

scorching  clime  the  blood  boils,  and 
the  physical  and  moral  forces  become 
irritable,  and  neither  should  be  trifled 
with  unnecessarily. 

The  extreme  end  of  the  Rock  is 
called  “ Europa  Point;”  here,  under 
the  Spaniards,  was  a chapel  dedicated 
to  la  Virgen  de  Europa,  the  lamp  of 
whose  shrine  served  also  as  a beacon  to 
mariners;  thus  quite  supplanting  the 
Venus  of  the  ancients.  Now  a new 
Protestant  lighthouse  and  batteries 
have  been  erected : on  the  road  thither 
are  some  charming  glens,  filled  with 
villas  and  gardens;  albeit  these  pretty 
Rures  in  Marte  savour  more  of  the 
Cockney  than  Hercules.  Round  to 
the  E.  is  the  cool  summer  pavilion  of 
the  governor  nestled  under  beetling 
cliffs ; below  is  a cave  tunnelled  by  the 
waves : beyond  this  the  Rock  cannot  be 
passed,  as  the  cliffs  rise  like  walls  out 
of  the  sea.  This  side  is  an  entire  con- 
trast to  the  other : all  here  is  solitude 
and  inaccessibility,  and  Nature  has 
reared  her  own  impregnable  bastions : 
an  excursion  round  in  a boat  should 
be  made  to  Catalan  Bay.  Returning 
from  this  extreme  point,  visit  St  Mi- 
chael’s Cave,  some  half  way  up  the 
Rock ; here  affairs  of  honour  of  the 
garrison  are,  or  used  to  be,  frequently 
settled.  The  interior  of  this  extraor- 
dinary cavern  is  seen  to  greatest  ad- 
vantage when  illuminated  with  blue- 
lights  : after  this  visit  the  Moorish 
water-tanks,  which  have  offered  both  a 
model  and  an  example  to  ourselves. 
The  naval  coramissiouer’s  house,  on 
this  slope,  long  the  head-quarters  of 
jobbing,  is  the  perfection  of  a Medi- 
terranean villa.  Among  the  many 
caverns  of  this  Calpe,  or  caved  moun- 
tain, is  that  called  “ Beefsteak  Cave,” 


above  the  flats  of  Europa.  Nomen- 
clature assuredly  marks  national  cha- 
racter, and  this  savours  more  of  Mons. 
Foy's  beef- fed  Briton  than  of  the 
hungry,  religious  Spaniard,  whose 
artillery  tank  at  Brewer’s  barracks  be- 
low is  still  called  “ Nuns’  Well." 

Another  morning  may  be  given  to 
visiting  the  galleries  and  heights : first 
ascend  to  the  castle,  which  is  one  of 
the  oldest  Moorish  buildings  in  Spain, 
having  been  erected  in  725  (?)  by  Abu 
Abul  Hajez,  as  the  Arabic  inscription 
over  the  S.  gate  records.  The  Torre 
Mocha,  or  Torre  de  Omenaje,  is  riddled 
with  shot-marks,  the  honourable  scars 
of  the  siege : near  this  the  “ galleries” 
are  entered,  which  are  tunnelled  in 
tiers  along  the  N.  front;  the  gold  of 
England,has  been  lavished  to  put  iron 
into  the  bowels  of  the  earth.  These 
batteries  are  more  a show  of  terror  than 
a reality  : they  are  too  high,  and  soon 
fill  vyith  smoke  when  the  cannon  are 
fired  off ; at  the  extremity  are  magni- 
ficent saloons,  that  of  Lord  Cornwallis 
and  the  “ Hall  of  St.  George,”  where 
immortal  Nelson  was  feasted. 

Visit  next  “ Willis  Battery ;”  the 
flats  which  overhang  the  precipice 
were  once  called  el  Salto  del  Lobo,  the 
Wolfs  leap:  then  ascend  to  the  “ Rock 
gun,”  placed  on  the  N.  of  the  3 points ; 
the  central  is  the  “signal-post:”  here 
at  sunrise  and  sunset  is  fired  a gun, 
which,  " booming  slow  with  sullen 
roar.”  speaks  a language  which  is  per- 
fectly understood  on  both  sides  of  the 
straits. 

The  signal-house,  under  the  Spanish 
rule,  was  called  el  Hacho,  the  torch, 
because  here  were  lighted  the  beacons 
in  case  of  danger : near  it  is  la  Silleta, 
the  little  chair,  to  which  formerly  a 
narrow  path  led  from  Catalan  Bay: 
it  was  destroyed  to  prevent  surprises, 
as  Gibraltar  was  once  nearly  retaken 
by  a party  of  Spaniards,  who  crept  up 
during  the  night  by  this  Senda  del 
Pastor ; they  failed  from  being  un- 
supported by  their  friends  at  the  Lines, 
who  never  arrived  at  the  moment  of 
danger ; and  when  the  English  scaled 
the  hill,  the  assailants  were  unprovided 
even  with  ammunition.  The  S.  point 
of  the  Rock  i6  called  O'Hara’s  Tower 
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or  Folly,  having  been  built  by  that 
intelligent  officer  to  watch  the  move- 
ments of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Cadiz  ; it 
was  soon  afterwards  struck  by  light- 
ning, which  completed  its  inutility. 

The  view  is  magnificent ; it  is  indeed 
the  sentinel  watch-tower  of  the  Medi- 
terranean, the  battle-sea  of  Europe,  to 
visit  whose  shores  must  ever,  as  John- 
son says,  be  the  first  object  of  travel. 
Descending  amid  zigzag,  admirably 
engineered  roads,  chiefly  the  work  of 
Gen.  Boyd,  the  views  are  delicious, 
while  the  browsing  wild  goats  form 
foregrounds  fit  for  Claude  Lorraine. 
The  sandy  strip,  or  neutral  ground, 
has  a cricket-ground  and  a race-course, 
cosas  de  Inglaterra:  passing  the  Devil’s 
Tower,  an  ancient  barbacan,  is  an  ap- 
proach to  Catalan  Bay. 

Inland  excursions  may  be  made  to 
San  Roque,  6 miles ; to  Carteia,  5 
miles;  to  Ximena,  24  miles,  with  its 
Moorish  castles  and  caves ; to  Tarifa, 
24  miles;  to  Algeciras,  10  miles  (see 
Index). 

There  is  excellent  shooting  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Gibraltar,  especially 
the  woodcocks  in  the  “ Cork  Wood,” 
and  partridges  and  wild  fowl  in  the 
vicinity  of  Estepona.  Excursions  on 
horseback,  or  with  the  gun,  may  be 
made  to  the  convent  of  Almoraima, 
14  miles,  and  4 miles  on  to  the  nobly 
situated  castle  of  Caste  liar,  the  property 
of  the  Ms.  de  Moscoso,  who  owns  large 
estates  in  these  districts.  Sebastian 
el  Escribano  is  the  best  guide  there, 
but  the  “ Gib.”  hacks  know  the  way 
blindfold.  For  fox-hounds,  the  “ Calpe 
Hunt”  have  been  kept  ever  since  1817, 
when  started  by  Adm.  Fleming.  Foxes 
are  rather  too  plentiful,  as  Don  Celes- 
tino  Cohos,  the  owner  of  the  first  Venta 
cover,  is  a great  preserver  ; and  since 
the  hunt  gave  him  a silver  cup,  a vul- 
picide is  unheard  of.  The  best  “ meets” 
are  “first  and  second  Ventas,”  Pine 
W ood,  Malaga  Road,  and  Duke  of  Kent's 
farm.  Horse-keep  is  reasonable,  about 
two  dollars  per  week  for  each  horse ; 
the  price  of  a nag  varies  from  20  to 
150  dollars. 

None  should  omit  to  cross  the  Straits, 
and  just  6et  foot  on  Africa ; the  con- 
trast not  less  striking  than  passing 


from  Dover  to  Calais.  The  excursion 
into  Barbary  is  both  easy  and  inte- 
resting. The  partridge  shooting  and 
wild-boar  hunting,  near  Tetuan,  are 
excellent;  a small  steamer,  called  El 
Andaluz,  set  up,  it  would  seem,  to 
facilitate  smuggling,  runs  from  Alge- 
ciras to  neighbouring  ports.  There  is 
also  a constant  communication  by 
Misticos  and  other  craft  between  Bar- 
bary and  the  “ Rock,”  which  is  sup- 
plied with  beef  by  contract  with  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.  Cross,  therefore, 
over  to  Tangiers,  which  once  belonged 
to  England,  having  formed  part  of  the 
portion  of  the  Portuguese  wife  of 
Charles  II.  Put  up  with  La  Escosesa, 
or  Miss  Duncan,  a Scottish  ladies’  house, 
which  is  clean  and  comfortable;  one 
Isaac  Abecasis  can  be  recommended  : 
lodgings,  &c.,  may  be  also  had  at  Joan- 
na Correa’s ; one  Ben  Elia  also  takes  in 
travellers,  for  he  is  a Jew.  Mr.  Hay, 
the  English  consul  and  author  of  the 
amusing  account  of  the  Moors,  under- 
stands the  country  and  natives  better 
than  most  men.  Visit  the  Alcazar,  the 
Roman  bridge  outside  the  town,  and 
the  Swedish  and  Dauish  consuls’  gar- 
dens. Obtain  by  application  to  the 
English  consul  a soldier  as  an  escort, 
and  ride  in  twelve  hours  to  Tetuan ; 
lodge  in  the  Jewish  quarter.  The 
daughters  of  Israel,  both  at  Tetuan  and 
Tangiers,  are  unequalled  in  beauty : 
observe  the  eyes,  feet,  and  costume  of 
these  true  Rebeccas.  Visit  the  Kaid 
Hash-Hash  in  the  Alcazar,  taking  a 
present,  for  Backshish  is  here  every- 
thing : visit  also  the  bazaar  and  the 
Sultan's  garden.  Tetuan  was  founded 
in  1492  by  the  refugees  from  Granada ; 
many  of  the  families  yet  exist,  who 
retain  the  title-deeds  of  their  former 
estates,  and-  the  keys  of  their  doors 
ready  for  re-occupation.  Tetuan  and 
its  population  may  be  taken  as  a type 
of  what  the  Spanish  Moor  and  his  cities 
were : the  Jews  speak  a corrupt  Spanish. 
There  is  no  danger  or  difficulty  in  this 
interesting  African  trip.  The  Spa- 
niards despise  the  Moors : being  utterly 
ignorant  of  their  real  condition,  they 
fancy  Tetuan  to  be  a wilderness  of 
monkeys ; hence  the  proverb,  Se  fue  a 
Tetuan  para  pillar  monos.  The  old 
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leaven  of  mutual  hatred  and  ignorance 
remains,  and  there  is  no  love  lost  on 
either  side. 

Another  day’s  sail  may  be  made 
from  Algeciras  to  Ceuta  ; this  opposed 
rock  to  Gibraltar  is  the  Botany  Bay  of 
Spaniards.  The  name  is  a corruption 
of  “ septem,”  the  seven  hillocks  on 
which  it  is  built ; it  is  very  strongly 
fortified,  especially  on  the  land  side, 
and  is  well  garrisoned  for  Spain,  with 
5000  men.  Ceuta  should  belong,  as 
it  once  did,  to  the  owners  of  Gibraltar, 
and  then  the  command  of  the  Straits 
would  be  complete,  except  in  fogs : and 
we  deserve  to  have  it,  for  during  the  war 
such  were  the  neglect  and  incapacity 
of  the  Spanish  juntas,  their  unworthy 
suspicions  of  England,  and  refusal  to 
admit  our  troops,  that  the  French 
might  have  taken  it  had  not  Sir  Colin 
Campbell  sent  over  500  men  under 
Fraser  on  his  own  responsibility.  They 
were  long  kept  out  in  the  boats,  per- 
mission to  land  being  refused,  but 
Fraser  insisted,  saying,  “ Ceuta  must  be 
preserved.”  At  the  peace  in  1814,  Fer- 
dinand VII.  made  a formal  and  un- 
gracious demand  that  its  and  his  de- 
liverers should  evacuate  the  place. 

The  town  is  very  clean,  and  paved  in 
a mosaic  pattern.  Posada,  la  de  Rosa- 
lia. The  (formerly)  English  barrack  is 
now  a wretched  presidio  or  place  for 
convicts:  in  fact,  all  the  Spaniards  are 
confined  to  their  rock,  and  kept  in  pre- 
sidio by  the  Moors,  who  shoot  at  them 
the  moment  they  stir  beyond  their 
defences,  and  the  chief  supplies  come 
from  Algeciras.  From  Ceuta  the  Moors 
embarked  on  their  invasion  of  Spain  ; 
the  secret  mover  of  this  expedition  was 
the  person  called  Count  Julian,  who 
is  said  thus  to  have  revenged  his 
daughter’s  injured  honour  by  dethron- 
ing Don  Roderick,  her  seducer.  It  is 
not  clear  who  or  what  he  was ; his  real 
name  was  Olianus,  whence  ' Elyano 
Ilyan  : he  was  probably  a rich  Berber 
merchant,  and  one  of  great  influence 
over  those  fierce  highlanders  of  the 
lower  Atlas  (consult  the  curious  and 
learned  note.  ‘ Moh.  D.,’  i.  537  ; and 
see  La  Cava,  post,  p.  118). 

Those  who  have  not  been  to  Ronda 
should  ride  by  Gaucin,  Ronda,  and 


Casarabonela  to  Malaga.  Those  who 
have  been  at  Ronda  have  the  choice 
of  two  routes,  either  by  land,  or  by 
sea  by  the  steamer,  which  is  the  most 
rapid,  and  the  sea-coast  is  magnificent 
all  the  way  down  to  Almeria ; if  they 
go  by  land,  fill  the  provision  hamper 
before  starting  with  a farewell  joint  of 
the  roast  beef  of  old  England. 
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Gibraltar,  as  Strabo  observed,  lies 
about  half  way  between  Cadiz  and 
Malaga.  The  coast  bridle-road  is  as 
sandy  as  the  trochas  of  the  Serrania 
are  stony ; the  line  is  studied  with 
atalayas.  Passing  through  the  “ Lines” 
along  the  sands,  cross  the  dangerous 
valley  of  the  Guadairo,  Fluvius  Bar- 
besulae.  Estepona,  Cilniana,  was  built 
in  1 456  from  a ruined  Moorish  town : 
it  supplies  “ the  Rock”  with  fruit  and 
vegetables.  Population,  9000.  A few 
arches  remain  of  the  ancient  aqueduct 
of.  Saldiiba.  at  Las  Dove.das.  On  the 
hills  to  the  1.  is  Manilba,  the  Hedionda , 
or  fetid  Harrow  gate  waters,  of  the 
coast.  The  hygtean  spring  offends  the 
nose  and  palate,  but  benefits  the 
stomach  ; the  smell  and  taste,  accord- 
ing to  local  legends,  are  attributed  to 
the  farewell  sigh  of  a water -devil, 
who,  on  being  expelled  by  Santiago, 
evaporated,  like  a dying  attorney,  with 
a sulphurous  twang. 

Next  is  crossed  u el  Rio  Verde." 
This  wild  oleander-fringed  mountain 
torrent  is  translated  by  Bishop  Percy 
as  a “ gentle  river  with  willowed  shore 
assuredly  the  prelate  never  crossed  it, 
as  we  have  done,  when  swollen  by  a 
heavy  rain ; but,  as  he  said,  “ green 
would  not  sound  well what  would  he 
have  done  with  the  Red  Sea?  This 
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river  is  one  of  sad  recollections  in  the 
ballads  of  Spain.  On  the  hills  above, 
Alonso  de  Aguilar,  with  the  flower  of 
Andalucian  chivalry,  was  waylaid  and 
put  to  death  by  El  Feri,  of  Benastapar. 
The  unburied  bones,  still  bleaching, 
were  found  in  1570  by  his  great-grana- 
son ; and  such  for  many  years  will  be 
the  bone-strewed  pass  of  Cabool. 

The  Spaniards,  like  the  Orientals, 
generally  leave  the  slain  in  battle  to 
the  vulture,  the  rechamah  of  Scripture. 
The  Iberians  believed  that  the  souls  of 
those  whose  bodies  were  thus  exposed 
were  transported  at  once  to  heaven 
(Sil.  Ital.  iii.  342;  xiii.  471). 

Diego  de  Mendoza  (Guerras  de 
Granada,  iv.)  describes  the  discovery 
of  the  bleaching  bones,  and  the  rage 
and  grief  of  the  army.  He  borrows, 
without  either  acknowledging  the  ob- 
ligation, or  improving  on  his  original, 
from  Tacitus,  ‘ An.’  i.  til , whose  splen- 
did account  of  the  finding  the  remains 
of  the  legious  of  Varus  is  well  known. 
Mendoza  is  now  called  the  Spanish 
Tacitus,  just  as  Toreno  might  be  termed 
their  Southey,  as  far  as  filching  other 
men’s  ideas  go. 

Marbella,  a pretty  town  with  a pretty 
name,  rises  amidst  groves  and  gardens, 
backed  by  the  Sierra  Blanca,  for  here 
verdant  hills  are  called  while,  as  azure 
streams  are  green.  Isabella  is  said  to 
have  exclaimed,  “ Que  Mar  tan  bella  !” 
Marbella  is  frail  and  fair,  and,  like 
Potiphar’s  wife,  is  said  to  steal  rai- 
ment : — 

“ Marbella  es  bella,  no  enters  en  ella ; 

Quien  entra  cun  ca/ia,  sale  sin  ella." 

The  posada,  La  Corona,  is  decent. 
Consult  ‘ Caryecturas  de  Marbella,' 
Pedro  Vasquez  de  Clavel,  4to.,  Cor- 
dova. It  was  taken  from  the  Moors 
in  1485.  Population  5500.  The  iron- 
mines  of  Heredia,  distant  1 L.,  deserve 
a visit ; they  are  now  in  full  work  ; 
the  ore  yields  from  70  to  75  of  metal 
per  cent,  but  want  of  fuel  neutralizes 
this  bounty  of  nature. 

The  road  now  branches  ; that  by  the 
coast  passes  the  castle  of  Fuengirola — 
Suel — where  Lord  Blayney  immor- 
talized himself.  He  was  sent  in  Oct. 
1810,  by  Gen.  Campbell,  fromGibral- 
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tar,  to  surprise  this  castle  and  act  upon 
Malaga.  Having  “made,”  says  Na- 
pier, “ his  dispositions  with  the  utmost 
contempt  of  military  rules,”  he  lost 
two  days  in  cannonading  the  castle 
wilh  12-pounders,  and  thus  afforded 
Sebastiani  time  to  come  up  with  a 
superior  force.  To  crown  the  blunders, 
Blayney,  according  to  his  own  book, 
“ took  these  French  for  Spaniards 
and  they  took  him  prisoner.  The 
real  Spaniards,  having  left  the  English 
to  bear  the  burden  of  the  fight,  now 
re-embarked  under  the  protection  of 
the  Rodney’s  broadsides. 

Lord  Blayney  ate  his  way  through 
Spain  and  France,  and  then  published 
a narrative  of  a forced  (meat ?)  journey, 
2 v.,  London,  1814,  to  the  infinite  joy 
of  reviewers,  who  compared  it  to 
Drunken  Burnaby’s  travels.  The 
castle  is  what  the  Spaniards  term  a 
Corn  de  ratones  ; and  in  this  rat-trap,  in 
1831 , were  the  poor  rebel  dupe  Torrijos 
and  his  companions  caught  by  the 
sanguinary  scoundrel  Moreno,  who 
shot  them  all  like  dogs  at  Malaga. 

On  leaving  Marbella,  avoid  these 
scenes  of  dishonour,  and  turn  into  the 
mountains  to  the  1.  by  Coin  ; 3 L.  of 
ascent  amid  vines  lead  to  Ojen,  a 
romantic  village  in  a bosom  of  beauty. 
Passing  qp,  lie  the  hamlet  and  castle 
of  Monda,  near  which  was  fought  the 
Waterloo  of  antiquity.  The  exact  site 
is  unknown ; so  much  for  glory ! 
Some  contend  that  Pompey’s  camp 
was  near  the  r.  bank  of  the  Seco.  The 
present  village  was  built  by  the  Moors 
from  the  remains  of  the  ancient  city, 
which  is  still  called  Monda  la  viya. 
Munda  was  of  Iberian  origin.  Mon, 
Monoa — unde  Mous — is  a prefix  of 
height.  It  lay  to  the  W.,  and  was, 
according  to  Strabo,  the  metropolis  of 
the  district.  Consult  ‘Examen  de  las 
Medullas  atribuidas  a la  Ciudad  de 
Munda,'  G.  L.  Bustamente,  fol.  Mad. 
1799. 

Here,  in  a conflict  between  Scipio 
and  Magon,  the  former  was  wounded 
(Livy,  xxiv.  42).  Here  Caisar,  March 
1 7,  47  a.c.,  defeated  the  sons  of  Pom- 
pey:  this,  the  “last  of  battles,”  left 
the  conqueror  without  a rival,  and 
gave  the  world  to  one  master  (Florus, 


116 


HOUTE  24. HONDA MALAGA. 


Sect.  III. 


iv.  2,  82  j Lucan,  ‘ Phar.’  i.  40). 
Csesar  arrived  from  Rome  in  24  days 
(Suet,  in  Vit.  56).  The  first  news  of 
his  coming  was  conveyed  both  to  his 
own  troops  and  to  the  enemy  by  his 
actual  arrival  (Hirt.  ‘ B.  H.’  29).  Hit- 
tius,  a friend  of  Caesar’s,  describes  the 
plain,  and  the  bright  sun,  which  shone 
out  as  if  the  gods  had  made  it  a day 
for  triumph,  like  Le  Soleil  d’  Austerlitz. 
He  makes  the  best  of  the  event,  and 
enumerates  the  number  of  the  slain, 
the  prisoners,  and  the  captured  stand- 
ards, but  Florus  gives  those  details 
which  the  conqueror  concealed.  The 
countenance  of  Csesar,  which  used  to 
brighten  at  the  trumpet-sound,  was 
overcast ; a silence  came  over  the  con- 
tending armies,  who  knew  how  im- 
portant was  the  hazard  of  the  cast. 
The  veterans,  flushed  with  14  years  of 
victory,  wavered,  and  Caesar  himself 
for  a moment  despaired  and  meditated 
suicide  (Suet,  in  Vit.  36).  He  flung 
himself  from  his  horse,  and  cast  off 
his  helmet  that  he  might  be  known 
(App.  ‘ B.  C.’  ii.  804) : the  day  was 
won,  not  by  the  soldiers,  but  by  the 
general  (Veil.  Pat.  ii.  55).  The  con- 
queror then  remarked  that  previously 
he  had  always  fought  for  victory,  but 
then  for  his  very  life.  30,000  of  the 
enemy  were  slain,  and  a rampart  of 
dead  bodies  was  raised  around  Munda, 
for  want  of  gabions  (App.  loc.  cit.). 
Caesar  then  cut  down  a forest  for  pali- 
sadoes,  leaving  a single  palm  stand- 
ing, an  omen  and  record  of  victory 
(Suet  Aug.  94).  For  other  details  of 
these  districts,  consult  Esp.  Sag.  xii. 
291. 

A rich  fruit  district  intervenes  to 
Coin  ; Cartama  lies  on  a hill  to  the  1. : 
thence,  leaving  Churrianu  to  the  r., 
through  Alhaurin  el  Grande , which  is 
much  frequented  by  the  Malagenians 
during  summer : it  has  baths  and  a 
Germln  hydro  or  water-cure  establish- 
ment. These  villages  are  the  sum- 
mer retreats  of  the  Malaga  merchants. 
The  hoya  or  valley  renowned  for  fer- 
tility was  studded  with  hamlets  filled 
with  industrious  Moriscos,  but  the 
Spaniards,  by  expelling  these  admir- 
able agriculturists,  have  converted  an 
Eden  into  a desert.  Malaga  lies  be- 


yond, girt  with  hills,  and  basking  at 
their  base  on  its  sunny  bay. 

Crossing  the  Guadalorce,  is  a com- 
bined aqueduct  and  viaduct,  which 
was  destined  to  bring  water  from  the 
Sierra  of  Mijas,  and  be  also  a road. 
It  was  begun  in  1726  by  Geronimo 
Solis,  after  plans  of  Toribio  Martinez 
de  la  Vega.  The  funds,  raised  by  a 
tax  on  oil  and  wine,  were  as  usual 
jobbed  by  the  directors,  and  in  1742 
the  residue  was  seized  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Malaga  is  well  provided  with  inns. 
A magnificent  new  hotel  has  recently 
been  erected  on  the  Alameda,  and  is 
under  the  management  of  Mr.  George 
Hudson,  where  English  comforts  may 
be  enjoyed  under  an  Audalucian  cli- 
mate. The  Fonda  de  la  Damn,  Plaza 
de  lus  Moros,  kept  by  Mati&s  Balcon, 
a worthy  civil  Gallician,  who  speaks 
English,  is  very  good  and  reasonable, 
terms  5 pesetas  a-day ; it  is  much  fre- 
quented by  the  English.  There  is  a 
good  table  d’hote  at  3 and  5 o’clock ; 
the  waiters  speak  English,  French, 
and  Spanish : Balcon  also  understands 
all  about  hiring  horses,  mules,  filling 
botas  y alforjas,  whether  you  are  bound 
for  Granada,  Ronda,  or  Gibraltar. 
Other  inns  are  Fonda  de  los  Tres  Reyes 
— Cuatro  Naciones — Parador  de  las 
Diligencias,  dirty.  There  are  also 
many  Casus  de  Pupilos : one  at  Ro- 
magnoli,  near  the  cathedral,  can  be 
recommended  as  a good  hotel. 

Invalids,  and  especially  those  whose 
lungs  are  affected,  will  find  the  climate 
of  Malaga  superior  to  anything  in 
Italy  or  Spain.  Winter  is  quite  un- 
known : open  to  the  south  and  sea,  the 
city  is  sheltered  from  the  N.  and  E. 
by  the  mountains.  Well  may  the  poets 
sing— 

Malaga  la  hechicera. 

La  del  eternal  primavera, 

La  que  baila  dulce  el  mar 
Entre  jasmin  y nzahar.* 

In  the  pleasant  village  of  Torre- 
molinos,  distant  about  2 L.,  Don  Ni- 
colas Parody,  who  speaks  English,  has 
recently  fitted  up  a very  fine  hacienda, 
with  every  sort  of  accommodation  for 
invalids  sent  abroad  for  the  sake  of 
their  health.  This  villa,  and  many  in 
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the  city’s  neighbourhood,  is  full  of 
sun,  flower,  and  fruit.  Among  the 
prettiest  rasas  de  recreo  are  those  of 
the  widow  of  the  Prussian  consul,  and 
of  the  Conde  de  Villacazar. 

In  summer  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  climate  of  Malaga  is  almost 
tropical.  In  the  botanical  garden  the 
Kerrnes  cochenilla  is  reared  on  the 
Cactus  opuntia ; the  coffee,  cocoa, 
cotton-plants,  and  the  sugar-cane  thrive 
here.  As  a residence,  the  town  is 
agreeable.  The  better  classes  are 
well  off,  gay,  and  hospitable ; the 
ladies  are  pretty,  sprightly,  and  fasci- 
nating. Mr.  Mark,  the  English  consul, 
is  full  of  attentions  and  civilities  to  his 
countrymen,  as  his  father  was  before 
him.  For  history,  &c.,  consult  Ma- 
laga, su  Fundacion,  Martin  de  Roa, 
4to.  Mai.  1622;  Conversaciones  Ma- 
laguehas,  Cecilio  Garcia  de  la  Lena, 

4 vols.  Mai.  1789;  the  real  author 
was  one  Cristobal  Medina  Conde,  a 
notorious  inventor  of  frauds. 

Malaga  is  the  capital  of  its  province, 
the  residence  of  the  superior  autho- 
rities, Gefe  politico,  and  bishop,  suf- 
fragan to  Granada : population  80,000, 
ana  increasing.  It  has  a cathedral,  a 
casa  de  espositos,  hospitals,  a naval 
college;  a decent  theatre,  built  by 
Masonesqui;  a casino,  reading-room, 
excellent  baths  ; a plaza  de  toros,  con- 
structed out  of  a convent ; a fine  quay, 
pier,  and  Alameda ; a public  bank  is 
talked  about.  The  coat  of  arms  are 
the  two  tutelar  martyrs,  San  Cyriaco 
and  Santa  Paula,  with  the  castles  of 
Alcazaba  and  Gibel/aro,  and  the  Tanto 
Monta  of  Ferdinand  for  a motto. 

Malaga  is  the  chief  port  of  Gra- 
nada ; the  position  is  admirable;  the 
Guadalmedina,  or  “ river  of  the  city,” 
divides  it  from  the  suburbs  Perchel 
(from  the  perchas  of  the  fishermen) 
and  La  Trinidad.  This  river  never 
had  a name  of  its  own.  Malachaque 
Jlumen  urbis  cum  cognomina  (Fest.  Av. 
de  Or.  Mar.  431).  It  is  a mere  brook 
in  summer,  but  a devastating  torrent 
in  winter.  It  is  the  bane  and  anti- 
dote of  the  city : the  deposits  block  up 
the  harbour,  while,  like  an  Alpheus, 
it  cleanses  away  the  accumulations  of 
filth  to  which  the  inhabitants  are 


strangely  indifferent  The  sea,  in 
consequence,  recedes ; thus  the  old 
Moorish  quay  is  now  in  the  town,  and 
the  Alameda  was  covered  with  water 
last  century. 

Phoenician  Malaga,  like  Cadiz,  is 
of  immemorial  antiquity,  and  the 
judgment  shown  in  the  selection  of 
site  is  evidenced  by  a commercial 
existence  and  prosperity  of  3000  years. 
The  name  is  either  Melech,  .King’s 
town,  or  Melach,  the  salt-fish,  the 
Tapix«‘“i  of  Strabo,  those  anchovies 
and  boquerones  for  which,  then  as 
now,  it  is  celebrated.  Thus  Sidon 
has  been  derived  from  seid,  salt-fish. 
Humboldt,  however,  considers  Malaca 
to  be  a pure  Iberian  name — Mai,  a 
hill,  with  carra,  the  termination  of 
locality  (Bergseite).  Malaga,  like 
Cadiz,  a city  of  selfish  merchants, 
deserted  Tyre  for  rising  Carthage, 
and  then  Carthage  for  rising  Rome. 
Having  made  terms  with  Scipio,  it 
became  a municipium,  and  was  em- 
bellished with  an  amphitheatre,  part 
of  which  was  laid  open  in  digging  the 
foundations  of  the  Convento  de  la 
Paz,  and  reburied,  as  usual. 

Malaga,  Malakah,  was  a city  so 
much  after  the  Moor’s  own  heart, 
that  Rasis  describes  it  as  a paradise 
on  earth.  It  was  taken  by  Ferdinand 
Aug.  18,  1487,  after  a dreadful  siege; 
and  on  the  anniversary,  at  3 o’clock 
p.m.,  the  great  cathedral  bell  is  struck 
three  times.  The  king  broke  every 
pledge,  and  celebrated  his  triumph 
with  confiscations  and  autos  de  ft.  See 
Pulgar,  Chr.  de  los  Reyes,  ch.  xciv. 
et  seq. 

The  manes  of  the  murdered  Moors 
were  avenged  by  Sebastiani,  who  en- 
tered Feb.  b,  1810.  The  Malaga 
junta,  after  the  rout  of  Ocafia,  made 
no  sort  of  preparation ; they  did  not 
even  remove  their  stores  or  artillery  ; 
Col.  Abello,  who  commanded,  set  an 
example  to  the  junta  of  taking  to 
their  heels  at  the  sight  of  the  French 
advance.  Sebastiani  faisait  bien  ses 
affaires  at  Malaga.  See  for  details 
of  bloodshed,  lust,  and  rapine,  Toreno 
xi.  and  Schepeler  ii.  534. 

The  Malaguenos  again  made  no  re- 
sistance to  the  French  in  1823;  and 
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the  invaders,  under  Ct.  Loveredo, 
drew  out  on  the  Alameda  the  cart- 
ridges which  they  had  loaded  at  the 
Bidasoa,  and  threw  them  in  the  faces 
of  the  patriots,  their  promenade  mili- 
taire  being  concluded  ; Malaga  shared 
with  Lugo,  May  20,  1843,  in  taking 
the  lead  in  the  Espartero  pronuncia- 
miento  : to  pronounce  is  rather  popular 
here  ; as,  whenever  one  of  these  patri- 
otic declarations  takes  place,  authority 
is  at  an  end,  and  everybody  robs  the 
public  till,  and  smuggles  in  cigars  and 
cottons  for  their  private  good. 

Malaga,  being  a purely  commercial 
city,  without  arts  or  letters,  is  soon 
seen.  Taste  is  here  confined  to 
raisins  and  sweet  wine.  A couple  of 
days  will  more  than  suffice  to  the 
traveller.  The  best  points  of  view 
are  from  the  mole-head,  the  convent, 
La  Trinidad,  and  the  noble  Moorish 
castle,  which  was  built  in  1279,  at 
once  a palace  and  a fortress.  The 
lower  portion  is  called  the  Alcazaba,  Al 
Kassalmh,  Arabice  the  heart,  the  centre. 
It  is  connected  with  the  upper  keep, 
the  Gibal  Faro,  the  “hill  of  the 
Pharos.”  Observe  a fine  Moorish 
horse-shoe  gateway,  incongruously  or- 
namented with  old  Roman  columns 
and  modem  Roman  Catholic  images. 
La  Puerta  de  la  Cava  is  connected 
by  the  vnlgar  with  La  Cava,  Count 
Julian’s  daughter,  whose  violation  by 
Don  Roderick  introduced  the  Moors 
into  Spain,  a questionable  story  at 
best ; at  all  events  La  Cava  is  a cor- 
ruption of  Alcaba,  the  descent ; and 
Cava  herself  is  nothing  but  Cahba, 
which  in  Arabic  signifies  a lewd 
woman,  a “curse,”  whence  the  old 
Spanish  phrase  Cavasa,  gavasa ; akin 
to  which  is  gabacho,  miscreant,  the 
Spanish  term  for  a Frenchman.  That 
Don  Julian  or  Elyano  assisted  the 
Moorish  invasion  is  certain(see  p.  114), 
but  the  name  ofthis  Helen,  his  daughter, 
is  never  mentioned,  except  in  later  bal- 
lads and  sayings.  Ay!  de  Espaiia 
perdida  por  un  gusto  y por  la  Cava. 

The  Moorish  Atarazana,  or  dock- 
yard, is  now  in  the  town,  from  the 
sea’s  receding.  A beautiful  marble 
horse-shoe  arch  remains:  this  has 
been  disfigured  by  a paltry  shed,  and 


narrowly  escaped  being  pulled  down 
in  1 833 ; the  Spaniard  in  authority 
has  small  feeling  for  Moorish  art, 
which  he  considers  a remnant  of  a 
barbarian  infidel  and  invader ; nay,  he 
resents  the  admiration  of  foreigners, 
because  it  implies  inferiority  in  him- 
self. (See  * Gatherings.’) 

The  church  of  Santiago  was  a 
mosque;  the  brick  tower  and  some 
azulejo  yet  remain.  The  grand  mogque 
was  pulled  down  to  make  room  for 
the  cathedral,  which  was  begun  in 
1538,  and  only  finished  in  1719.  The 
original  design,  by  Diego  de  Siloe, 
was  departed  from  by  each  succeeding 
architect  The  facade  stands  between 
two  towers ; one  esta  por  acabar,  and 
the  other  is  drawn  out  like  a telescope, 
with  a pepper-box  dome.  Opposite 
the  Santo  Tomas  is  one  of  the  fine  old 
Gothic  doors,  with  curious  azulejo. 
The  interior  is  a failure.  A heavy 
cornice  is  supported  by  grouped  fluted 
Corinthian  pillars,  placed  back  to 
back  on  ill-proportioned  pedestals. 
Observe  the  red  marble  pulpit.  The 
altar  mayor,  designed  by  Alonso  Cano, 
is  light  and  open.  Observe  a “ Con- 
cepcion," -attributed  to  Mateo  Cerezo, 
but  it  is  either  by  V aides  Leal  or  some 
second-rate  Sevillano ; a “ Virgin  and 
Child,”  Morales,  is  doubtful ; the 
“ Virgin,”  or  “ Madonu  del  Rosario,” 
by  Cano,  is  good.  The  Silleria  del 
Coro  was  carved  in  1 658  by  Pedro  de 
Mena,  a pupil  of  Cano.  The  fe<;ade  of 
the  Sagrario,  although  ill  treated,  is  in 
good  early  Gothic.  The  bishop’s 
palace  is  near  the  cathedral. 

Malaga  is  exposed  to  winds  from  the 
E.  The  mole  which  protects  the  ship- 
ping was  built  in  1588:  walk  to  the 
end  for  the  view.  The  large  white 
custom-house  building  in  the  fore- 
ground, all  roof  and  window,  was 
destined  for  the  Lonja,  or  exchange. 
The  Alameda  is  delicious,  and  has  an 
Italian  look ; the  houses  on  it  are  the 
best  in  Malaga.  Here  will  be  seen 
Las  Malaguenas,  who  are  “ muy  hala- 
guenas,"  very  bewitching.  The  walk 
is  full  of  flowers  and  water.  The 
marble  fountain,  with  groups  of 
female  figures  somewhat  too  undressed 
for  Spanish  propriety,  was  made  at 
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Genoa,  and  given  by  that  republic  to 
Charles  V. 

On  the  beach  below  the  Carmen 
convent,  in  the  Playas  tie  San  Andres, 
Torrijos  and  some  fifty  of  his  confede- 
rates were  shot  by  Moreno,  Dec.  11, 
1831,  as  rebels  and  traitors;  now,  in 
the  changes  and  chances  of  Spain,  they 
are  honoured  as  martyrs  of  liberty,  and 
an  obelisk  has  recently  been  erected  in 
a plaza,  with  their  names  and  laurel  ; 
crowns.  They  were  put  to  death  with- 
out even  the  form  of  trial.  This  being 
in  Spain  quite  a matter  of  course,  the 
affair  created  little  sensation  beyond 
just  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  and 
would  forthwith  have  been  forgotten 
among  other  treacheries,  bloodshed- 
dings,  and  Cosas  de  Espana,  had  not 
an  Englishman,  Mr.  Boyd,  suffered 
among  them,  which  was  taken  up  by 
the  London  press,  who  reasoned  re- 
markably well,  barring  the  slight  mis- 
take of  confounding  Spanish  law  with 
English ; his  was  the  first  body  interred 
in  the  new  Protestant  burial-ground. 
The  man  of  blood,  Moreno,  who  began 
his  career  at  the  massacres  of  the  French 
in  Valencia,  1808,  lured  Torrijos  into 
the  trap,  corresponding  with  him  under 
the  name  of  Viriatus,  and  pretending 
also  to  be  discontented  ; rewarded  by 
being  made  Captain-General  of  Granada 
by  Ferdinand  VII.,  he  was  disgraced 
by  Christina  in  1832,  when  she  wished 
to  make  for  herself  a liberal  party.  He 
then  became  a Carlist,  and  was  mur- 
dered at  Urdax  (see  Index)  by  his  sol- 
diers, after  the  traitorous  convention  of 
Maroto  at  Vergara.  Nec  lex  est  justior 
ulla,  quam  necis  artifices  arte  perire 
sua. 

Visit  the  Protestant  burial-ground, 
not  because  it  is  a pleasant  “ traveller’s 
bourn,”  but  as  being  the  first  permitted 
in  our  times  for  the  repose  of  heretical 
carcases,  which  used  to  be  buried  in 
the  sea-sands  like  .dead  dogs,  and  be- 
yond the  low-water  mark;  and  even 
this  concession  offended  orthodox  fisher- 
men, who  feared  that  the  soles  might 
become  infected.  This  cemetery,  which 
lies  outside  the  town  to  the  E.,  is  the 
erection  of  Mr.  Mark,  father  of  the 
present  consul,  who  planted  and  en- 
closed the  ground.  (See  ‘ Gatherings.’) 


Malaga,  besides  legitimate  traffic, 
carries  on  great  smuggling  with  Gib- 
raltar and  Marseilles,  by  which  the 
authorities,  especially  commissioners  of 
customs  and  preventive  officers,  get 
rich ; the  steamers  facilitate  this  con- 
traband. 

Malaga  is  more  renowned  for  wine 
and  fruit  than  literature  or  fine  arts ; 
the  chief,  if  art  it  cau  be  called,  is  the 
making  painted  terra-cotta  images  of 
Majos,  Contrabandistas,  and  local  cos- 
tume. Those  of  Leon  are  excellent ; he 
is  dead,  but  the  shop  goes  on  behind  the 
Cajtf  de  la  Loba,  C’ulle  Saida  Lucia. 
Jose  Cubero  may  also  be  recommended. 
The  clay  is  very  pliable,  aud  does  not 
crack  in  baking.  It  is  found  near  the 
convent  La  Victoria.  Excellent alcar- 
razas,  porous  drinking-cups,  arc  also 
made  of  it.  This  convent  deserves  a 
visit ; it  was  so  called  because  it  was  the 
site  of  the  royal  head-quarters  during 
the  siege  of  Malaga.  It  is  open  on  Sun- 
days and  every  morning.  Observe 
the  tomb  of  the  Coude  de  Buena  Vista 
and  his  wife.  To  the  r.  of  the  high 
altar  is  the  banner  of  Ferdinand,  and 
to  the  1.  the  red  ensign  of  the  Moor — 
curious  relics,  as  the  former  was  the 
one  actually  hoisted  on  the  Torre  del 
Homenaje  at  the  city's  surrender. 

Malaya,  since  the  death  of  Ferdinand 
VII.,  has  dieen  wonderfully  changed 
and  improved ; it  is  now  a most  flou- 
rishing seaport,  trading  with  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  and  is  adding  to 
the  rich  and  certain  produce  of  a boun- 
tiful nature  the  more  doubtful  wares  of 
art.  It  is  mining  and  factory  mad 
just  now  ; iron-foundries,  soap-fabrics, 
and  cotton-mills,  are  fast  rising.  The 
chief  impulse  was  given  by  a mil- 
lionaire speculator  named  Manuel 
Agustin  Heredia,  who  died  Aug.  14, 
1846,  from  joy  at  the  safe  arrival  of  a 
richly-freighted  argosy  : the  tall  smok- 
ing chimneys,  transported  from  Man- 
chester, look  odd  under  this  azure  sky. 
The  fear  is  that  the  Malagenians, 
whose  true  wealth  lies  in  the  fruits  of 
the  earth’s  surface,  may  waste  their 
industry  in  pursuit  of  shadows.  Wine 
and  fruit  are  the  real  staples,  not  lead 
and  iron.  The  sweet  Muscatel  wines 
are  well  known  ; they  are  the  moun- 
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tains"  of  our  ancestors,  and  grow  for 
leagues  and  leagues  on  the  vine-clad 
heights  which  slope  down  to  the  sea. 
The  richest  are  called  Las  Lagrimas, 
like  the  Lacryma  Christi  of  Naples, 
and  are  the  ruby  tears  which  drop 
from  the  grape  without  pressure.  The  : 
making  the  dry  wines  was  first  intro-  | 
duced  by  an  Englishman  named  Mur-  | 
phy ; they  are  much  more  agreeable  \ 
and  wholesome  than  the  vile  San  Lucar 
stuff.  A butt  is  worth  about  1 0/.  About 
40,000  are  made,  of  which  30,000  are 
sent  to  America  and  England,  and 
sold  as  “genuine  pale  sherry.”  The 
other  exports  are  oil,  figs,  orange-peel 
for  making  cura<;oa,  almonds,  and 
raisins  ; for  the  latter  the  Muscatel  and 
Uva  larga  grapes  are  used,  and  these 
Bacchus-beloved  hills  are  one  vineyard 
down  to  Adra.  The  green  grape  is 
exported  to  England  in  jars,  in  the 
exact  amphorae  seen  at  Pompeii ; these 
are  the  Ollares  of  Martial,  (vii.  20.) 
The  raisins,  so  common  in  Palestine 
(1  Sam.  xxv.  18;  xxx.  12),  were  first 
made  here  by  the  Phoenicians,  and 
after  a lapse  of  many  thousand  years 
are  still  the  finest  of  Spain.  A million 
boxes  are  annually  exported ; those 
anxious  to  see  the  process  may  visit 
the  store  of  Mr.  Clements,  one  of  the 
greatest  of  the  merchants  in  this  line. 
They  are  prepared  by  cuttiifg  the  stalk 
partly  through,  and  letting  the  grape 
dry  in  the  sun.  The  finest  are  the 
“ Muscatels,”  and  the  next  the 
“ Blooms ;”  these  are  cured  in  the 
same  way,  being  only  varieties  of 
grapes.  The  commoner  sorts  are  called 
Lexias,  from  being  dipped  in  a ley 
made  of  burnt  vine-tendrils.  The  late 
grapes,  “ quse  de  tardis  servantur  viti- 
bus  uvae”  (Mart.  i.  44),  are,  as  in 
Martial’s  time,  hung  up  in  festoons  in 
the  cottages  of  the  peasants,  and  thence 
are  called  Colgaderas.  The  Spaniards  j 
have  also  preserved  the  unchanged 
Roman  name,  Pasa.  l/va  passa  pen- 
silis  (Plaut.  ‘ Pcen.’  i.  2.  99).  The 
vineyards  in  the  wine-making  districts 
of  Spain  are  seldom  enclosed  with  any 
fence ; they  are  left  open  to  the  passer- 
by : when  the  grapes  begin  to  ripen,  in 
those  fields  near  a roadside,  temporary 
sheds  and  awnings  are  run  up,  or  huts 


built  with  reeds  and  boughs,  in  which 
the  Finadero,  a watchman,  is  placed, 
who  creeps  in  and  out  with  his  gun. 
These  are  the  Oriental  “ Booths  which 
the  keeper  maketh,”  Job  xxvii.  18  : the 
“lodges  in  a garden  of  cucumbers,” 
Isa.  l.  8.  The  guard  rushes  out  like  a 
fierce  dog  at  all  who  pick  and  steal, 
and  is  the  subject  of  vast  abuse  from 
the  baffled  wayfaring  Spaniards,  who 
swear  that  the  grapes  are  sour,  and  he 
is  a puniaterro ; nor  is  the  guardian  slow 
in  returning  his  cornudos  and  other 
ancient  and  classical  compliments ; but 
A inas  y vihas  son  malas  de  guardar  ; 
y miedo  guarda  la  vina,  y no  el  vina- 
dero.  Another  fruit  abounds  at  Ma- 
laga, the  Batata , or  sweet  potato,  the 
Convolvulus  Batatas  of  Linmcus,  which 
was  introduced  from  the  S.  Americas  ; 
it  is  used  as  a sweetmeat,  and  is  sold 
ready  boiled  in  the  streets. 

About  7 L.  N.E.  of  Malaga  are 
the  celebrated  mineral  baths  of  Carra- 
traca.  They  are  sulphuretted  hydro- 
gen of  the  temperature  of  14°  Reau- 
mur ; the  source  is  constant  and 
abundant.  They  are  much  frequented 
from  June  20  to  Sept.  20.  The  large 
tanks,  albercas,  in  which  the  patients 
bathe,  are,  as  usual,  in  a neglected  and 
dilapidated  condition.  Near  this  place 
and  Hardales  is  a singular  cavern,  the 
glittering  spars  of  which,  if  visited  by 
torch-light,  produce  a magical  effect. 

Malaga  communicates  with  Mar- 
seilles and  the  Eastern  coast  of  Spain 
by  means  of  a regular  service  of 
steamers;  they  also  go  westward  to 
Cadiz;  Heredia  established  another 
line,  which  is,  or  was,  to  run  backwards 
and  forwards  to  Bilbao;  inland,  new 
roads  are  contemplated  between  Cor- 
dova and  Granada.  Meanwhile  there 
are  two  roads  from  Malaga  toGranada : 
the  first,  which  is  very  bad  and  cir- 
cuitous, is  by  Loja,  1 2 L. ; it  takes  1 4 
or  15  hours  to  ride.  This  is  performed 
by  a sort  of  diligence  of  the  hermanos 
serranos:  the  first  day  is  very  hilly 
and  lonely ; on  ascending  to  the  Fuente 
de  la  lleina  (taste  the  water)  the  views 
over  Malaga  are  glorious.  After  Col- 
menar,  4 L.,  occur  several  bad  ventas ; 
that  del  Pobre  is  worthy  of  its  name ; 
take,  therefore,  from  Malaga  a well- 
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filled  basket.  Passing  the  Puerto 
and  descending  to  the  Venta  dr  Ala-  I 
zores,  Loja  is  reached,  where  the  coach 
sleeps.  See  p.  102,  and  for  Loja  R.  13. 


ROUTE  25.  — MALAGA  TO  GRANADA, 
'BY  ALIIAMA. 
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This  is  by  far  the  most  interesting 
route,  but  it  must  be  ridden.  Attend  to 
the  provend ; you  can  hire  mules  and 
horses  at  La  l)anzan,  which  generally 
are  charged  12  dollars  each  for  the 
journey  to  Granada  and  back;  you 
can  engage  one  Manuel  Ramos  of 
Estepona,  who  is  a capital  specimen  of 
a Spanish  mayoral  y arriero ; he  knows 
the  country  and  its  ways  well,  and 
may  safely  be  taken  on  the  tour  round 
Granada,  Ronda,  to  Gibraltar  ; he  has 
good  beasts,  is  a fat  and  pleasant  fel- 
low, full  of  proverbs,  with  a decided 
turn  for  the  bota  and  olla,  whereby  his 
masters  fare  all  the  better ; or  you  can 
employ  Manuel  Alvarez,  who  has 
served  the  consulate  for  30  years,  and 
is  recommended  by  Mr.  Mark ; some 
travellers,  however,  report  that  his 
cattle  are  bad,  his  prices  high,  and 
himself  stupid  and  taciturn ; at  all 
events,  fill  the  bota  and  basket,  for  the 
road  is  stony  and  hungry.  A well- 
girt  horseman,  by  leaving  Malaga  at 
4b  a.m.,  may  reach  Velez  Malaqa  at 
9$,  where  he  may  breakfast  and  bait 
the  ganado.  It  will  take  about  7 hours 
to  arrive  at  Alhama,  where  sleep  ; by 
leaving  Alhama  at  6 a.m.,  and  allow- 
ing half  an  hour  to  see  the  baths,  Gra- 
nada may  be  reached  between  2 and  3 
in  the  afternoon.  Those  who  prefer 
sleeping  at  Velez  Malaga  may  leave 
Malaga  in  the  afternoon,  ride  there 


hours  will  be  required. 

The  road  to  Velez  Malaga  is  good 
and  has  its  diligence.  The  sea  and 
the  Atalaya  towers  lie  to  the  r.,  the 
vine-clad  mountains  to  the  1.  Velez 
Malaga,  Menoba,  or  Sex  Sesta,  rises 
Sp. 


on  a gentle  eminence  over  the  Rubito, 
population  14,000.  The  place  is  un- 
interesting ; the  posadas  are  indiffer- 
ent. Observe  the  towers  of  the  two 
parroquias.  It  has,  however,  its  quarto 
‘ Historia  yGrandezas  de  Belez,'  Fran- 
cisco de  Vedmar,  Granada,  1652.  The 
climate  is  delicious.  The  martlets, 
thick  as  motes  in  the  sunbeam,  approve 
the  sweet-wooing  breath  of  Heaven. 
It  is  in  the  heart  of  a land  overflowing 
with  oil  and  wine ; here  is  the  palm 
without  the  desert,  the  sugar-cane 
without  the  slave.  The  spires  and 
convents  cluster  around  the  ruins  of  a 
rock-built  Moorish  castle ; above  rise 
the  lordly  barren  mountains  de  Tejada, 
which  look  coldly  down  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  humble  plain.  The 
water-courses,  which  have  peeled  the 
sierras,  deposit  the  soil  and  detritus  in 
the  valleys  of  Velez,  and  the  combina- 
tion of  moisture  under  a tropical  sun 
produces  the  batata,  indigo,  and  sugar- 
cane. The  latter  was  brought  here 
from  Sicily  by  the  Carthaginians.  The 
ancients  did  not  understand  the  pro- 
cesses of  crystallization  and  refining  ; 
the  canes  were  sold  in  the  streets 
(Lucan,  iii.  237)  just  as  they  now  are 
in  Andalucia ; the  Moors  introduced 
the  cultivation.  Ebn-el-Awam,  writing 
in  1140,  quotes  from  an  earlier  Arabian 
author  the  methods  of  culture.  The 
sugar-cane  was  first  sent  to  Hispaniola 
from  these  parts  in  1506.  It  is  still 
cultivated  about  the  town,  and  sugar 
made  here. 

The  town  was  taken  from  the  Moors 
by  Ferdinand  el Catolico  in  person,  who 
himself  here  killed  a Moor,  with  which 
he  was  so  pleased  that  he  gave  the 
city  for  its  arms  his  own  figure  on 
horseback  spearing  an  infidel. 

Velez  Malaga  was  the  birthplace  of 
Joaquin  Blake,  the  friend  of  Mahy, 
Ballesteros,  and  of  all  opposed  to  the 
Duke  and  the  English  alliance:  he 
was  the  loser  of  more  pitched  battles 
(“  mas  de  cien,”  says  his  worthy  eulo- 
gist Maldonado)  than  any  man  in 
ancient  or  modern  history,  Spanish 
included.  He  was  the  son  of  a rebel 
Irish  shopkeeper,  and  began  life  as  a 
lecturer  in  a military  school  on  the 
art  of  war : the  poor  pedant,  learne4 
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in  theory,  never  mastered  its  practice, 
and  to  his  “ignorance  in  his  pro- 
fession” the  Duke  ascribed  his  last 
feat,  the  loss  of  Valencia ; but  his  de- 
feats never  made  him  unpopular  with 
Spaniards,  -who  admired  his  courage, 
and  still  more  his  Espanolismo  and  pa- 
triotism!), in  preferring  being  routed 
himself  rather  than  permitting  better 
men,  because  foreigners,  to  lead  Spa- 
niards to  victory. 

This  “ child  in  the  art  of  -war  ” was 
no  relation  of  Robert  Blake,  the  great 
admiral  of  Cromwell,  who  at  the  age 
of  fifty  passed  from  the  army  into 
naval  command,  and  always  was  vic- 
torious ; he  was  the  master  and  terror 
of  the  Mediterranean.  He,  in  1654, 
summoned  the  viceroy  of  Malaga  to 
surrender  to  him  a priest  at  whose 
instigation  the  mob  had  risen  upon 
some  English  sailors  during  a religious 
pageant.  The  governor  trembled  and 
complied.  Blake  received  the  culprit, 
who  expected  death,  with  great  kind- 
ness, and  sent  him  back  with  a mes- 
sage that  he  would  prevent  his  sailors’ 
misbehaviour  for  the  future,  “ but 
that  no  one  should  presume  to  punish 
Englishmen  except  himself.” 

The  2 L.  to  Vinuela  are  pleasant; 
nature  here  is  fruity  and  verdurous. 
It  is  the  home  of  Pomona  and  Flora. 
Passing  ruined  Zalea,  the  mountains 
become  steep  and  barren.  Alhama  is 
so  called  from  the  baths,  Al-Hammim 
(whence  our  Hummums  in  Covent 
Garden).  The  number  of  these  which 
existed  in  the  time  of  the  cleanly 
Romans  and  Moors  is  evidenced  by 
the  frequent  recurrence  of  places  called 
caldas,  calidas,  hot  springs,  and  Al- 
hamas.  The  town  is  wild  and  pic- 
turesque. It  is  the  Ronda  of  these 
alpine  districts,  perched  on  the  edge 
of  an  awful  rent  in  the  hills  round 
which  the  river  Marchan  sweeps.  It 
is  backed  by  its  own  sierra,  in  which 
the  Tejada  rises  8000  feet  above  the 
sea.  It  was  the  land-key  of  Granada, 
and  its  romantic  capture,  Feb.  28, 
1482,  by  the  Ms.  of  Cadiz  spread  con- 
sternation into  the  Alhambra,  and 
paved  the  way  for  the  final  conquest 
of  Granada.  The  well-known  plain- 
tive ballad  commencing  “ Ay  1 de  mi 


Alhama!”  (which  Byron  translated 
“ Woe  is  me  Alhama ! ” but  it  should 
be  “Alas  1 for  my  Alhama  !”)  expressed 
the  national  lamentation  of  the  Moors. 
Consult  for  historical  facts  Pulgar, 

‘ Chronica  de  los  Reyes,’  iii.  2. 

Prudent  travellers  will  put  up  for 
the  night  at  a private  house  on  the 
Plaza,  which  is  known  to  Ramos  and 
experienced  muleteers,  and  goes  by 
the  name  of  La  Casa  de  los  Caballeros, 
the  gentlemen’s  house : it  is  clean  and 
free  from  vermin,  but  the  larder  is 
empty.  As  for  the  regular  posada, 
albeit  ycleped  La  Graiide,- it  is  truly 
iniquitous ; diminutive  indeed  are  the 
accommodations,  colossal  the  incon- 
veniences : but  this  is  a common  mis- 
nomer en  las  cosas  de  Espatia.  Thus 
Philip  IV.  was  called  El  Grande,  under 
whose  fatal  rule  Spain  crumbled  into 
nothing ; like  a ditch,  he  became 
greater  in  proportion  as  more  land 
was  taken  away.  All  who  are  wise 
will  bring  from  Malaga  a good  ham- 
per of  eatables,  a bota  of  wine,  and 
some  cigars,  for,  however  devoid  of 
creature-comforts  this  grand  hotel, 
there  is  a grand  supply  of  creeping 
creatures,  and  the  traveller  runs  a risk 
of  bidding  adieu  to  sleep,  and  passing 
the  night  exclaiming,  Ay!  de  mi  Af- 
hama. 

Alhama  continues  to  bear  for  its 
arms  a castle  with  two  keys,  emblem- 
atic of  its  being  one  of  the  keys  of 
Granada.  It  was  the  Astigis  Juliensis 
of  the  Romans.  In  the  Moorish  period 
it  was  much  frequented  for  the  baths 
(which  can  be  visited  next  day  when 
riding  past  them)  ; now  it  is  a picture 
of  decay.  The  traveller  may  look  at 
the  aqueduct  on  the  Plaza,  peep  over 
the  tajo,  pass  on  to  the  church,  with 
its  single  tower,  and  thence  under  an 
archway  by  the  miserable  prison,  from 
whose  lofty  grated  windows  the 
stranger  is  howled  at  by  wretches  in 
whose  eye  is  famine,  and  on  whose  coun- 
tenance is  guilt  and  oppression : they 
let  down  by  long  strings  baskets  to  re- 
ceive rare  donations  of  food,  alms,  and 
occasionally  files,  false  keys,  and  im- 
plements for  escape.  Passing  the  arch 
at  the  head  of  a staircase  which  leads 
into  the  church  is  a most  picturesque 
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house  in  which  many  varieties  of  ar- 
chitectural style  are  introduced  in 
juxtaposition.  There  are  the  Gothic 
windows  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the 
peculiar  “ ball  ” ornament  so  frequent 
in  Toledo ; there  are  the  projecting 
ornaments  such  as  occur  at  Salamanca 
and  Guadalajara,  with  an  Arragonese 
character  of  solidity,  all  combined  in 
this  singular  fi^ade ; many  of  the 
houses  of  Alhama  are  casus  sularcs,  or 
the  family  mansions  granted  to  those 
who  assisted  at  the  conquest.  The 
stone  of  which  they  are  built  is  much 
corroded.  The  armorial  bearings 
over  the  portals  contrast  with  the 
misery  in-doors,  pride  coupled  with 
poverty.  The  population  is  clad  in 
brown  like  that  of  La  Mancha,  for  the 
gay  Andaluz  Majo  has  disappeared. 

The  view  of  the  tujo  from  the  con- 
vent de  San  Diego  is  striking.  Below 
tears  the  foaming  Marchan,  winding 
through  ravines  and  rocky  pinnacles. 
The  whole  scene  is  made  for  the 
painter ; on  the  ledges  of  the  beetling 
cliffs  are  picturesque  houses,  with  trel- 
lised  vines  and  hanging  gardens,  while 
below  boil  water-mills  and  cascades. 
Alhama  is  seen  to  best  advantage  at 
its  fair-time,  Sept.  8. 

The  road  to  Granada  descends  from 
Alhama.  Continuing  up  the  bed  of  the 
river,  and  passing  a picturesque  mill,  to 
the  1.,  at  a short  distance,  are  the  mine- 


ral baths.  The  waters  issue  out  of  a dip 
in  the  hills,  in  that  sort  of  position  so 
common  to  warm  volcanic  springs. 
They  are  strongly  impregnated  with 
nitrogen  gas , as  was  first  ascertained 
by  Dr.  Daubeny ; considered  to  be 
beneficial  for  dyspepsia  and  rheuma- 
tism, they  are  frequented  in  spring  and 
autumn.  The  bath  called  el  Baiio  de 
la  Ueyna  is  circular,  with  a dome  over 
it  like  the  Pantheon  at  Rome,  a 
round  opening  to  the  sky,  and  is  quite 
in  the  style  of  the  Romans,  by  whom 
it  probably  was  erected.  The  Moorish 
bath  el  Baho  J'uerte,  so  called  from  the 
heat  and  strength  of  the  waters,  as  it  is 
nearer  their  source,  is  well  preserved 
and  very  picturesque,  with  its  emerald 
pool  and  spiry  clouds  of  steam.  A 
new  bath  for  one  person  has  recently 
been  constructed,  in  a parallelogram 
form,  with  steps  to  descend  into  it ; it 
is  placed  between  the  two  older  ones. 

The  road  reascends,  soon  to  descend 
by  a deep  gorge  to  the  village  of  Cacin, 
which  is  placed  at  the  bottom  of  a fun- 
nel. Reascending  it  continues  to  the 
poor  Vent  a de  Huelma,  and  thence  to 
La  Mala , with  its  salt- pans,  Arabice 
Maltiha ; about  two  miles  on  it  enters 
the  Vega  of  Granada,  which  is  spread 
out  like  a green  carpet  below  the 
towering  Sierra  Nevada,  now  seen  in 
all  its  alpine  majesty. 


KINGDOM  OF  GRANADA. 

Thk  kingdom  of  Granada  is  the  most  eastern  of  “ Los  Cuatro  Reinos.”  The 
length  from  E.  to  W.S.W.  is  about  240  miles ; its  breadth  varies  from  30  to 
80.  The  area  contains  about  9000  square  miles,  and  the  population  reaches 
a million.  It  consists  of  mountains,  plains  “ Vegas”  (Bekiih,  Arabice,  a 
watered  valley  between  hills),  and  a maritime  strip.  The  Sierra  Nevada, 
with  its  “ diadem  of  snow,”  rises  nearly  13,000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
which  washes  its  S.  slopes.  Thus,  under  a latitude  of  37°,  eternal  snow  and 
the  blood-heat  of  Africa  are  combined;  hence  every  variety  of  production, 
from  the  hardiest  lichen  to  the  cotton-plant  and  sugar-cane.  This  kingdom, 
being  the  last  home  of  the  Moors,  who  fled  hither  from  the  Christian  advance, 
became  the  epitome  of  their  various  arts,  commerce,  and  agriculture,  of  which 
none  have  survived,  save  the  latter ; and  that,  albeit  degenerated,  still  forms 
the  wealth  of  the  province,  which  teems  with  corn  and  wine,  oil,  silk,  and 
fruit.  The  snowy  range  is  a perpetual  Alembic  of  fertilizing  water,  which  is 
commensurate  with  the  heats ; as  the  hotter  the  weather  the  greater  is  the 
melting.  This  water  is  wealth,  for  the  soil  of  the  plains,  although  light, 
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becomes  highly  productive  under  combined  heat  and  moisture.  The  hemp  is 
the  finest  in  the  world,  and  the  succession  of  crops  never  ceases.  The  line  of 
irrigation,  like  the  Rubicon,  divides  the  desert  from  a paradise ; all  within  its 
influence  is  green  and  fruitful,  all  lying  beyond  it  is  barren  and  tawny.  In 
objects  of  interest  Granada,  and  there  is  attraction  in  the  very  name,  contains 
the  Alhambra.  The  alpine  range  of  the  Alpujarras  is  grand  beyond  con- 
ception, and  is  the  Switzerland  of  Spain ; nor  can  anything  be  more  sunny  and 
Mediterranean  than  the  littoral  districts.  The  best  time  to  visit  Granada,  and 
make  excursions  in  the  mountains,  is  from  June  to  October. 

The  name  is  a corruption  from  Karnattah,  the  ancient  town  of  Phoenician 
origin.  The  prefix  car  occurs  in  many  “ cities”  built  on  an  eminence,  e.g. 
Carthago,  Carteia,  Carmona,  Cartama.  Nata  has  been  interpreted  by  some  as 
“stranger,”  the  “city  of  the  stranger,”  of  “pilgrims”  (Casiri,  ‘ Bib.  Esc.' 
ii.  247),  and  by  others  as  the  name  of  a local  goddess.  Karnattah,  at  the 
Moorish  invasion,  was  given  by  one  of  Tarik’s  generals  to  the  “ Jews,”  and 
hence  was  called  “ Karuattah-al-Yahood.”  It  occupied  the  site  of  the  present 
“ Torres  Bermejas,”  and  ranged  above  the  “Campo  del  Principe,”  being 
quite  distinct  from  Illiberis,  with  which  it  has  since  been  confounded.  This 
liliberis,  which  signifies  in  Basque  the  “new  city”  (Neapolis,  Newtown, 
Neustadt,  Villanueva),  was  built  on  the  Sierra  Elvira. 

When  the  Umeyyah  kalifate  was  broken  up,  Illiberis  was  seized  by  a Berber 
chief,  whose  nephew,  Habus  I bn  Makesen,  in  1019,  removed  his  residence  to 
the  stronger  position  of  Karnattah,  and  as  usual  destroyed  the  older  town, 
“ Granada  la  vieja,”  using  up  the  Phoenician  and  Roman  remains  as  a quarry 
for  his  new  buildings.  The  conquests  of  Jaime  I.  in  Valencia,  and  of  St. 
Ferdinand  in  Andalucia,  ruinous  elsewhere  to  the  Moorish  cause,  created  the 
prosperity  of  Granada,  which  became  the  asylum  of  every  Moslem  refugee 
from  all  other  parts  of  Spain.  The  remnant  of  the  Moors  now  fled  to  the 
rocky  fastnesses  of  the  Alpujarras  before  the  triumphant  cross,  as  the  Goths 
had  retired  to  the  Asturias  before  the  conquering  crescent  lbnu-l-ahmar, 
“ the  red  man,”  the  successful  upstart  ruler  of  Jaen,  and  reluctant  vassal  of 
St.  Ferdinand,  was  the  real  founder  of  this  kingdom.  He  was  a prince  eminent  in 
every  respect,  and  his  talents  were  inherited  by  his  two  successors.  Then  was 
erected  the  Alhambra,  the  fortress  palace,  which  Moors  have  delighted  to 
adorn,  and  Spaniards  to  disfigure.  The  death  of  St.  Ferdinand  was  the  life  to 
the  infant  monarchy  of  Granada,  for  his  heir,  Alonso,  catching  at  shadows, 
lost  real  substances,  and  wasted  the  gold  of  Spain,  in  his  foolish  ambition  to 
become  Emperor  of  Germany.  The  civil  wars  which  clouded  his  later  years, 
and  weakened  his  successors,  gave  time  to  the  Moorish  kingdom  to  grow  strong, 
as  the  Christians  turned  against  each  other  those  arms  which  might  better  have 
been  employed  against  the  common  enemy,  the  infidel. 

Granada,  which  under  the  Moors  contained  half  a million  souls,  was  most 
flourishing.  The  date  of  its  ruin  is  Jan.  2,  1492,  when  the  banner  of  Castile 
first  floated  on  the  towers  of  the  Alhambra.  Internal  dissensions,  by  which 
Ibnu-l-ahmar  was  enabled  to  found  the  kingdom,  led  to  its  decline  and  ruin ; 
and  as  Cava  prepared  the  ruin  of  the  Gothic  monarchy,  and  opened  the  throne 
to  the  Moors,  so  a Christian  woman  now  occasioned  the  Moslem  downfall. 
Her  name  was  Isabel  de  Solis.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  governor  of 
Martos,  and,  being  taken  prisoner  by  the  Moors,  became  the  favourite  wife  of 
Abu-l-hasan,  king  of  Granada.  Her  Moorish  appellation  is  Zoraya,  “ Morn- 
ing Star,”  in  allusion  to  her  surpassing  beauty,  on  account  of  which  ’ Ayeshah. 
another  wife  and  cousin  of  Abu-l-hasan,  became  jealous  of  her  rival,  and  the 
court  was  divided  into  two  parties.  The  Zegris  ( Thegrim,  the  people  who 
came  from  Thegr  or  Arragon)  espoused  her  faction,  and  the  Abencerragcs,  the 
Beni  Cerraj  (the  children  of  the  saddle,  or  palace),  that  of  Zoraya.  In  June, 
1482,  Abu- Abdillali,  son  of 'Ayeshah,  dethroned  his  father.  His  name  was 
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corrupted  by  Spaniards  into  Boabdila,  while  the  Moors  also  called  him  As- 
Saghir,  the  younger — the  less  (whence  the  Spanish  term,  el  Reg  chico),  to  distin- 
guish him  from  Abu-l-hasan,  his  father.  Thus  the  house  was  divided  against 
itself,  just  when  Castile  and  Arragon  were  united  under  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
On  the  Reg  chico’s  being  taken  prisoner  at  Lucena  in  1483,  the  old  king  re- 
turned, and,  being  blind,  abdicated  in  favour  of  his  brother,  Mohamed  XII., 
called  Az-zaghal,  the  valiant.  Boabdil  now  became  a vassal  of  Ferdinand,  and  at 
length,  after  a long  siege,  surrendered  himself  and  his  kingdom.  According 
to  Arabian  authors,  he  was  treated  harshly : certain  it  is  tliat  Ferdinand 
violated  most  of  his  pledges  and  capitulations.  Cardinal  Ximenez,  deaf  to  the 
entreaties  of  the  mild  Ferdinand  de  Talavera,  the  first  archbishop  of  Granada, 
proceeded  to  convert  men  by  fire  and  sword,  at  which  the  Moors  rebelled,  and 
were  then  put  down  without  mercy.  Again  similar  ill  usage,  in  1570,  drove 
them  to  arms ; again  they  were  crushed  by  John  of  Austria,  and  finally  ex- 
pelled, in  1610,  by  Philip  III.,  a deed  which  was  imputed  to  him  as  a glory, 
and  made  the  subject  of  sundry  second-rate  poems.  It  has  been  alleged  in  his 
excuse  that  the  Moriscos,  differing  in  blood  and  creed,  were  dangerous  aliens  on 
an  exposed  coast,  and  that  they  were  always  ready  to  join  an  invader,  whether 
Moslem  or  Christian.  In  addition,  the  example  of  the  Moors  was  quoted  as  a 
precedent  against  themselves;  for  when  the  Al-mu’ahidin,  or  Spanish  Chris- 
tians, who  continued  to  live  among  them,  invited  Alonso  I.  of  Arragon  to  invade 
Granada  in  1122,  they  were  in  consequence  banished  to  Western  Africa  (Moh. 
D.  ii.  307).  The  Moors,  when  free  aud  powerful,  were  feared,  hated,  and 
honoured  by  Spaniards;  when  conquered  they  were  termed  Moriscos,  “little 
Moors,”  a diminutive  which  implies  contempt.  Va  victis  l for  then  they  were 
converted,  robbed,  burnt,  and  finally  banished. 

The  persecuted  Moriscos  were  amply  revenged  by  the  French.  The  rout  of 
Ocana  gave  Granada  to  Sebastiani ; then  the  strong  mountain  passes  of  Alcala 
el  Real  were  abandoned  without  firing  a shot  by  Freire,  and  thus  the  invaders 
conquered  the  kingdom  of  Granada  in  fewer  days  than  the  Spaniards  had  em- 
ployed centuries.  The  Granadine  patriots,  distinguished  even  in  Andalucia 
for  bragging  and  doing  nothing,  scarcely  made  a semblance  of  defence.  Then, 
as  is  fully  described  by  Schepeler,  churches  and  palaces  were  pillaged  by  the 
French,  books  and  MSS.  made  into  cartridges,  prisoners  and  mouks  put  to 
death,  having  been  first  tortured  with  an  ingenuity  of  cruelty : see  e.g.  the  exe- 
cution of  Moreno.  Soult  at  last  became  jealous  of  a colleague  who  collected 
pictures,  “ et  qui  (although  by  birth  the  son  of  a Corsican  cooper)  se  faisait 
prince,”  and  he  procured  his  rival’s  dismissal.  Sebastiani  quitted  Granada 
June  26,  1811,  “avec  un  grand  transport,  sous  escorte,”  of  all  his  treasures. 
The  transports  of  the  people  were  even  greater:  “Comme  le  nom  de  Murat  est 
e'ternise  dans  Madrid,  le  sien  Test  a Granade,”  says  Schepeler,  who  gives  the 
details  of  lust,  rapine,  and  butchery  (iii.  112,  167-169). 

Sebastiani  desolated  the  Alhambra ; indeed,  French  desecration  and  gun- 
powder has  left  masses  of  ruins  on  this  acropolis,  this  Windsor  Castle  of  Granada. 
The  degradation,  however,  of  this  palatial  fortress  dates  from  the  very  day 
after  the  conquest,  when  the  “ Purifications  ” of  Isabella’s  monks,  that  is,  the 
whitewashings  and  removals  of  Moslem  symbols,  commenced;  then  the  iron 
forged  at  Gothic  Toledo  shattered  the  gossamer  fabric  of  the  Moor.  What 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  began,  their  grandson  Charles  V.  carried  out,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  remove  by  the  wholesale  “ the  ugly  aboiniuations  of  the  Moors.”  He 
modernized  and  rebuilt  portions,  put  up  heavy  ceilings,  cut  out  over-wide  fire- 
places, took  down  the  Moorish  Tarkish,  ran  up  partitions,  opened  and  blocked 
up  passages,  and  converted  the  dwelling  of  an  Oriental  sybarite  into  lodgings 
for  a chilly  Flemish  gentleman.  His  son  and  the  Philips  simply  neglected  the 
Alhambra,  which  in  the  absence  of  damp  would  have  stood  for  ages,  for  here 
scarcely  the  sepulchre  is  shrouded  by  a lichen.  The  palace  shared  in  the 
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decline  of  the  monarchy,  and  was  made  in  1664  an  extra-judicial  asylum  for 
debtors;  thus  poverty  crept  into  the  “ rules”  of  the  king’s  house.  It  was  next 
given  up  to  invalid  soldiers,  prisoners,  and  convicts,  and,  in  a word,  made  a den 
of  thieves. 

The  Alhambra,  for  the  first  two  centuries  after  the  conquest,  scarcely  attracted 
the  attention  of  other  European  nations  ; indeed  to  travel,  except  on  compulsion, 
was  not  then  the  fashion.  The  names  of  visitors  begin  to  be  inscribed  on  the 
walls  about  1670.  After  nearly  a century  more  of  neglect,  the  Alhambra  was 
put  into  a sort  of  repair  by  Richard  Wall,  the  Irish  ex-minister  of  Charles  III. 
Unfortunately  it  was  selected  in  1792,  at  that  king’s  death,  as  the  prison  of 
Aranda,  who  was  displaced  from  the  ministry  to  make  way  for  the  miniou 
Godoy,  when  the  apartments  of  Charles  V.  were  whitewashed,  and  all  the  rich 
Italian  arabesques  obliterated.  The  governor,  one  Savera,  at  that  time  resided 
in  the  suite  of  rooms  over  the  mosque,  from  which  every  vestige  of  Moorish 
taste  was  swept  away.  He  placed  his  kitchen  and  filthiest  appurtenances  iu  a 
Moorish  mirador,  where  marble  and  gilding  yet  linger  amid  abominations  in- 
describable. Charles  IV.  next  gave  this  petty  appointment  to  a Catalan  named 
Don  Luis  Bucarelli,  who  had  been  wounded  in  a battle  with  the  French,  and 
was  half-witted  and  bedridden.  He  had  five  daughters,  who  married  paupers 
of  other  parts  of  the  Alhambra,  and  were  all  quartered  in  it;  they  laid  their 
hands  on  everything  that  could  be  moved  or  sold.  In  vain  were  representations 
made  by  foreigners  to  the  wittol  Charles  IV. ; he  desired  “ that  the  old  man 
should  not  be  worried ;”  so  plunder  thus  authorized  did  its  worst  during  the 
remainder  of  Bucarelli’s  life.  He  was  succeeded  by  Don  Lorenzo  Velasco  y 
Navara,  who,  by  endeavouring  to  correct  some  abuses,  became  unpopular  with 
the  centadur  or  the  treasurer,  who,  on  Godoy’s  downfall,  managed  to  effect  his 
dismissal  on  the  plea  of  his  being  a prote'ge  of  the  ex-minister.  The  hereditary 
office  of  contador  had  been  purchased  by  the  Prado  family  of  Philip  V.,  and 
was  held  by  one  Don  Jose  Prado,  forty  years,  he  being  the  worst  holder  ever 
known  except  his  son  Antonio.  Albeit  malpractices  and  petty  larcenies  are 
venial  sins  in  most  Spanish  unjust  stewards,  yet  such  were  the  mortal  offences 
of  the  son,  that  he  was  actually  turned  out  of  the  office.  This  family  of  cater- 
pillars had  pretty  well  eaten  up  the  patrimony  of  the  Alhambra,  while  the  re- 
maining sums  destined  for  repairs,  &c„  were  divided,  as  usual,  by  the  other 
authorities.  About  1808  Don  Ignacio  Montilla  was  appointed  governor.  His 
wife  kept  her  donkey  in  the  beautiful  chapel,  and  made  the  Patio  de  la  Mez - 
quita  a pen  for  her  sheep.  But  Ocaiia  soon  brought  in  the  wolf,  and  Sebas- 
tiani  arrived  in  January,  1810.  Montilla,  for  the  sole  crime  of  not  presenting 
himself  to  this  potentate,  was  imprisoned  in  the  Comares  tower,  and  only 
saved  from  instant  execution  by  some  Poles  who  were  quartered  in  the  Al- 
hambra. His  friends  then  got  “ La  Panera at  whose  house  Sebastiani  was 
lodging,  to  intercede.  The  lady  was  rich  and  beautiful : Mammon  allied  to 
Venus  subdued  the  General’s  heart,  and  in  this  rare  instance  he  departed  from 
“ salutary  rigour,”  and  was  guilty  of  clemency.  To  the  Alhambra  this  Cor- 
sican destructive  showed  no  mercy,  as  he  treated  it  as  his  kinsman  and  model, 
Buonaparte,  did  the  Kremlin. 

The  French  next  proceeded  to  convert  it  into  a place  d’armes,  for  which 
purpose  they  demolished  countless  houses,  turned  the  Moorish  mosque  and 
Chistian  churches  into  magazines,  and  the  convents  into  barracks ; they  tore 
up  the  Moorish  pavement  of  blue  and  white  iu  the  Court  of  Lions,  and  made  a 
garden  there  like  that  of  a badaud  guinguette  at  Paris.  The  shrubs  blocked  up 
size  and  space,  and  concealed  beauties  of  every  kind,  while  their  roots  injured  tlie 
intricate  vein-work  of  pipes  by  which  the  fountains  played,  and  their  watering 
destroyed  the  rooms  below.  Not  contented  with  this,  on  evacuating  the  Al- 
hambra, Sept.  17,  1812,  they  mined  the  towers  and  blew  up  eight  in  number, 
many  of  which  were  models  of  Moorish  art ; they  intended  to  have  destroyed 
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them  all  at  one  fell  swoop  as  their  parting  legacy,  but  their  agent,  Don  Antonio 
Farses,  an  Afrancesado,  took  fright,  and  ran  away  after  his  protectors.  The 
French  retreated  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  Farses  had,  like  an  unpunctual 
Spaniard,  only  commenced  the  blowing  up  at  eleven  ; the  fuses  were  put  out 
by  an  invalid  soldier  named  Jose  Garcia.  Let  these  deeds  be  held  in  everlasting 
remembrance. 

Monti! la  now  returned;  but  when  Ferdinand  VII.  reached  Madrid  he  left 
liis  post,  like  most  Spaniards,  to  job  for  a better  place.  Then  it  was  one  Villa 
Ecusa  was  directed  to  collect  all  that  the  French  had  not  taken  away,  for  they 
had  made  the  Alhambra  their  receiving-house,  just  as  they  had  used  the 
Alcazar  of  Seville.  He  was  assisted  in  his  commission  by  Don  Jose  Prado, 
the  contador , and  Antonio  Maria  Prieto  y Venencio,  the  “ escribano:”  verbum 
sat.  They  gutted  the  Alhambra,  they  tore  off  door-locks  and  bolts,  took  out 
even  panes  of  glass,  and  sold  everything  for  themselves,  and  then,  like  good 
patriots,  reported  that  the  invaders  had  left  nothing.  The  Court  of  Lions  was 
now  impassable  from  ruin;  some -of  the  animals  were  broken  and  thrown  on 
the  ground.  Then  stepped  in  the  second  founder  of  the  Alhambra — not  a 
commissioner  of  taste — “ rien,  pas  mcme  academicien” — but  an  humble  female 
peasant,  Francisca  de  Molina,  whom  Montilla  had  appointed  portress.  She  is 
the  Dona  or  Tia  Antonia  of  Washington  Irving,  and,  with  her  niece  Dolores 
and  Mateo  Ximenez,  will  live  immortalized  by  his  pen.  The  Tia  Frasquita 
was  cross  and  crabbed,  Dolores  ill-favoured  and  mercenary,  and  Mateo  a 
chattering  blockhead  ; out  of  such  worthies  genius  has  made  heroes  and  heroines, 
for  the  power  of  romance  can  gild  the  basest  metals.  Montilla  had  granted  to 
the  Tia  the  use  of  the  Adarves  and  the  garden,  and  she  made  money  by  showing 
the  place  and  dressing  picnic  dinners,  until  some  ultra-bacchic  festivities  caused 
that  permission  to  be  withdrawn. 

No  sooner  were  the  French  destroyers  ejected  from  the  Alhambra, 'by  the 
recoil  of  the  Duke’s  victory  at  Salamanca,  than  this  Tia  went  to  work  to  repair 
their  ravages.  She  set  the  Lions  on  their  legs,  and  cleared  away  the  rubbish. 
At  length  the  indignant  remarks  of  foreign  travellers  shamed  the  authorities, 
who  commenced  some  trifling  restorations;  but  in  1821  an  earthquake  shat- 
tered the  ancient  pile,  and  the  times  were  out  of  joint,  and  the  Conslitucion  in 
force;  then  Montilla,  being  a royalist,  and  a gentleman  by  birth,  was  perse- 
cuted by  the  patriots,  by  whom  one  Juan  Camerara  was  named  governor,  the 
city  Junta  seizing  for  themselves  the  scanty  funds  of  the  real  patrimonio,  and 
the  Alhambra  again  hastened  to  decay.  In  1823,  when  Ferdinand  VII.  was  deli- 
vered, Montilla  returned ; but  he  resigned  in  1827,  and  wras  succeeded  by  a 
Col.  Francisco  la  Serna,  whose  great  object  was  to  employ  the  galley-slaves ; and 
in  an  evil  hour  he  selected  the  Alhambra  for  their  occupation.  His  first  step 
was  to  try  to  expel  the  Tia  Frasquita,  who,  having  lived  sixty  years  in  the 
palace,  was  not  only  Lioniser,  but  its  Lioness,  Queen,  and  Cook,  being  nick- 
named La  Heyna  Coquina ; but,  having  failed  in  that,  he  then,  out  of  pure 
spite,  deprived  her  of  the  adarves.  He  next  converted  a large  portion  of  the 
Alhambra  into  stores  for  the  salt-fish  of  his  scoundrel  charge ; at  this  task 
his  worthy  galeriens  worked  in  chains  for  weeks,  in  1831,  tearing  down  and 
casting  over  the  battlements  the  Moorish  lienzos  and  azulejos.  In  March  of 
that  fatal  year,  as  if  destruction  were  its  rule,  a large  portion  of  the  curtain 
or  outer  wall,  hanging  over  the  Darro,  fell  in,  which  has  since  been  rebuilt  by 
the  convicts.  In  the  summer,  however,  Mr.  Addington,  the  British  ambassa- 
dor, coming  down  to  visit  our  humble  selves,  then  living  in  the  Alhambra, 
induced  the  authorities  to  remove  a powder-magazine,  which,  as  it  had  no 
conductor,  not  even  a holy-week  palm-branch,  was  liable,  during  any  lightning 
storm,  to  vie  with  Vandals,  foreign  and  domestic.  Thus,  as  an  accident , the 
moving  power  of  things  of  Spain,  prevented  the  complete  destruction  of  the 
Alhambra  towers  by  the  French,  the  accidental  visit  of  an  Englishman  may 
have  preserved  the  remains  of  what  Gaul  and  chance  had  spared. 
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When  Ferdinand  VII.  died,  and  civil  wars  broke  out,  the  Alhambra,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Escorial,  Aranjuez,  and  everything  royal,  was  left  to  go  to  ruin. 
In  1837  the  governor  cut  up  the  Moorish  doors  of  the  Salu  de  los  Abencerraqes, 
and  permitted  another  man  of  taste  to  “repair  and  beautify”  la  Casa  Sanchez, 
once,  when  inhabited  by  honest  Sanchez,  of  whom  Panza  was  the  type,  one  of 
the  most  picturesque  and  most  Moorish  of  dwellings.  During  the  panic  occa- 
sioned by  the  incursion  of  the  Carl ists  under  Gomez,  a good  deal  more  mischief 
was  done  iu  what  was  called  putting  the  place  in  a state  of  defence : at 
length,  in  1842,  Arguelles,  tutor  to  the  Queen,  destined,  to  his  great  credit, 
a small  sum  from  the  privy  purse  for  absolute  repairs,  which  have  been 
tolerably  done,  and  are  continued  slowly  at  present. 

The  local  and  county  histories,  and  other  works  referring  to  the  important 
events  and  “ romance”  of  Granada,  are  infinite.  For  details  of  the  final  con- 
quest in  1492,  consult  the  eye-witnesses,  4 Chronica  de  los  Reyes,’  Hernando  de 
Pul  gar,  folio,  Monfort,  Valencia,  1780;  ‘ Decades’  duo.,  (Elius  Antonio  Ne- 
brissensis  (Antonio  de  Lebrija),  Granada,  1550,  or  folio,  Gran.  1545;  4 Opus 
Epistolarum,’  Petri  Martyris  Anglerii,  folio,  Alcald  de  Henares,  1530,  or  the 
Elzevir  reprint,  folio,  Amsterdam,  1670;  the  ‘ Conquest  of  Granada,’  by  Mr. 
Irving ; and  the  ‘ History  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,’  by  Mr.  Prescott,  a work 
of  first-rate  excellence.  For  the  “ romance,”  the  ‘ Guerras  de  Granada,’  2 
vols.,  a Moorish  tale  of  4 sixty  years  since,’  the  prototype  of  the  Waverley 
novels,  and  which  has  gone  through  as  many  editions.  It  was  written  by  Gil 
Perez  of  Murcia.  It  was  translated,  or  rather  murdered,  into  French,  by  one 
A.  M.  Sane',  Paris,  1809.  The  rapid  and  immediate  deterioration  of  Granada 
under  the  Spaniards  is  told  by  an  eye-witness  in  ‘ II  Viaggio  Fatto  in  Spagna,’ 
Andrea  Navagiero,  Vinegia,  1563 — it  is  a little  gem.  Consult  the  admirable 
‘ Mohamedan  Dynasties'  of  Gayangos,  not  omitting  his  able  article  on  the 
Moors  in  the  ‘ Penny  Cyclopaedia for  the  rebellion  of  the  Moriscos,  4 Histo- 
ria  de  la  llelellion,’  Luys  de  Marrnol  Carvajal,  folio,  Malaga,  1600,  or  the 
Sancha  edition,  2 vols.  4to.  Madrid,  1797,  which  contains  an  excellent  map  of 
Granada  by  Felix  Prieto ; also  4 Las  Guerras  de  G.,’  Diego  Hurtado  de 
Mendoza  ; of  this  the  editions  are  infinite.  That  of  Mallen,  Valencia,  1830,  is 
convenient  in  form.  Beware  of  the  inaccurate  French  works  of  Florian  and 
Chateaubriand,  which  can  only  mislead.  For  antiquities  consult  * Antigiiedades 
de.  G ,’  Francisco  Bermudez  de  Pedraza,  4to.  Madrid,  1608;  or  the  second 
and  improved  edition,  folio,  Gran.  1638.  There  is  a modern  reprint  of  a por- 
tion of  it,  4to.,  by  Francisco  Gomez  Espinosa  de  Monteros,  Gran.  s.  d.,  but 
about  1819;  4 Dialogos  de  las  Cosas  Notables  de  G.,’  Luys  de  la  Cueva,  4to. 
Sevilla,  1603;  ‘Paseos  por  G.,’  Juan  de  Echeverria.  These  were  first  pub- 
lished in  1764,  in  weekly  papers,  under  the  name  of  Josef  Romero  Iranzo, 
and  then  republished  in  2 vols.  4to.  Gran.  1814,  by  Julian  Maria  Perez. 
Echeverria  was  ignorant  of  Arabic,  and  not  partial  to  truth.  When  our  good 
friend,  Canon  Juan  Soler,  asked  him  why  he  did  not  continue  the  work,  he 
replied, 44  Estoy  cansadode  mentir,”  I am  tired  of  lying.  4 Cartas  del  Sacristan 
de  Pinos,’  4 vols.  duo.  Gran.  1761;  but  the  best  guide  for  the  Alhambra  is 
4 Nuevos  Paseos,’  3 vols.  duo.,  Simon  de  Argote.  The  third  volume  is  very 
scarce:  the  author  never  even  saw  it  in  print;  it  was  only  just  put  up  in  type 
when  the  French  evacuated  the  city,  and,  as  he  was  an  Afrancesado,  and  a 
jackal  of  Sebastiani,  he  fled  with  his  patrons.  Then  the  Granadinos,  who 
care  for  none  of  these  things,  sold  the  sheets  for  waste  paper.  Viaje  de  Es- 
parto, Nicolas  de  la  Cruz,  Cadiz,  1812,  vol.  12,  treats  of  Granada;  Geological 
Sketch  of  Granada  and  Murcia,  Chas.  Silvertop,  8vo.  Lond.  1836.  El  Libro 
del  Viajero  en  G.,  Miguel  Lafuente  Alcantara,  8vo.  Gran.  1843;  and  by  the 
same  author,  IJistoria  de  G.,  4to.  3 vols.  Gran.  1843.  Manual  del  Artista, 
Jose  Gimenez  Serrano,  duo.  Gran.  1846. 

There  are  several  plans  of  the  town,  besides  that  of  Felix  Prieto.  First,  and 
very  curious,  that  which  was  drawn  by  Ambrosio  de  Vico,  and  engraved  about 
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1624  by  Francisco  Hey lan;  next  that  published  in  1796  by  Francisco  Dalmau, 
which  is  excellent.  Of  engraved  works  of  the  Alhambra,  the  first  was  ‘ Auti- 
giiedades  Arabes,’  4to.  s.  d.  about  1785;  a second  and  folio  edition  was  pub- 
lished in  1804.  The  Arabic  inscriptions  were  translated  by  Pablo  Lozano. 
This  work  was  badly  copied  by  James  Cavanuah  Murphy — ‘Arabian  Antiqui- 
ties,’ London,  1816 — a mere  book-making  job,  and  it  is  difficult  to  believe  that 
Murphy  was  even  ever  on  the  spot.  This  is  the  book  puffed  with  outrageous 
eulogiums  by  Dr.  Dibdin  in  his  ‘ Library  Companion,’  but  let  no  man  about  to 
form  a * Spanish’  library  ever  consult  that  doctor.  The  * Souvenirs  de  Gra- 
nade,’  par  M.  Girault  de  Prangey,  Paris,  1837  ; the  ‘ Eriuerungen’  of  Wilhelm 
von  Gail,  Munich ; and  even  the  splendid  work  of  F.  M.  Hessemer,  Berlin, 
1836,  4 to.,  fade  before  the  English  publication  by  Owen  Jones,  ‘Plans  of  the 
Alhambra,’  London,  1842.  The  scrupulous  architectural  and  artistical  accu- 
racy is  rivalled  by  the  gorgeous  execution.  The  value  of  the  engravings  is 
enhanced  by  a masterly  history  of  Granada,  and  really  accurate  translations 
from  the  Arabic  inscriptions  by  Gayangos.  The  minor  works,  albums,  litho- 
graphs, annuals,  and  so  forth,  scarcely  deserve  notice,  beyond  the  charming 
poetical  drawings  of  Roberts,  which  are  pirated  by  foreigners,  in  their  ‘ Uni- 
vers  Pittoresque,’  and  similar  works,  and  without  whispering  whence  they  stole 
their  sweets. 


Granada.  — The  principal  hotels 
are  good.  Among  the  best  are  La 
Minerva,  or  Parador  de  las  Diligen- 
cias  Generates,  No.  40,  Accra  del 
Darro  Carrera  del  Genii.  The  charges 
are  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-four 
reals  per  day.  Fonda  del  Leon,  No. 
246,  well  placed  on  the  Campillo  or 
Plaza  de  Bailen;  it  is  kept  by  Vigarai, 
and  has  baths.  The  Fonda  del  Co- 
mercio,  near  the  theatre  and  public 
walk,  is  now  merely  a Neveria,  or  cafe 
and  ice-shop:  other  and  bad  posadas 
are  de  las  Tree  Reues,  La  Cruz  de 
Malta,  San  Rafael,  La  del  Sol.  There 
•are  decent  Casas  de  Pupilos,  one  in 
the  Calle  de  las  Arandas,  at  the  corner 
opposite  the  Conde  >de  Santa  Ana : 
another,  En  los  Tintes,  and  near  the 
San  Espiritu,  corner  of  Calle  sin  Sa- 
lida  ; another  in  the  Plazuela  de  Tovar ; 
another  in  the  Calle  de  las  Sierpes. 
Good  lodgings  may  be  had  near  El 
Campillo,  and  Carrera  del  Darro. 
The  artist  should  live  up  in  the  Al- 
hambra, where  he  will  always  find 
a lodging,  and  there  is  a tolerable 
posada ; indeed,  the  real  thing,  inde- 
pendently of  the  associations,  is  to  live 
m the  Alhambra.  There  everything 
is  Moorish,  while  below,  Granada  is 
no  better  than  any  other  Spanish  town. 
Again,  the  Cuesta  of  the  Alhambra  is 
a toil  to  ascend,  and  those  who  do  so 


come  up  heated  and  tired.  “ Me  cage 
siempre  cansado,”  said  our  poor  old 
Dr.  Tortosa,  although  he  received  a 
triple  fee.  To  enjoy  the  Alhambra 
one  must  saunter  about  it  when  fresh 
and  “ in  the  vein,”  and  especially  by 
moonlight.  (See  p.  142.) 

Granada,  being  much  visited  by 
foreigners,  has  its  local  guides  or 
lacqueys  de  place,  which  are  no  things 
of  incurious  Spain.  The  best,  and  also 
an  excellent  travelling  servant  for 
excursions,  is  Emmanuel  Bensaken,  of 
Gibraltar;  he  is  to  he  heard  of  at  the 
Minerva.  He  speaks  English  and 
many  languages,  and  knows  the  south 
of  Spain  perfectly;  sometimes  he  is 
called  El  Moro.  At  all  events,  a Moor 
is  a better  lionizer  of  the  Alhambra 
than  Monsieur  Louis,  a Buonapartist 
deserter,  who,  like  a true  Frenchman, 
cannot  yet  speak  Spanish  or  compre- 
hend  Spaniards.  Mateo  Ximenez  also 
shows  strangers  over  the  Alhambra, 
and  tells  anecdotes  of  Washington 
Irving;  he  also  may  be  taken  on  the 
ascent  up  the  Sierra  Nevada. 

Granada  is  the  capital  of  its  pro- 
vince; population,  about  80,000.  It 
is  the  see  of  an  archbishop,  whose  sufv 
fragans  are  Guadix,  and  Baza,  and 
Almeria,  the  residence  of  a Captain- 
General,  and  of  the  civil  and  military 
provincial  authorities.  It  long  was  the 
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seat  of  the  southern  Chancilleria,  or 
Supreme  Court  of  Appeal,  but  a new 
Audiencia  was  formed  at  Albacete,  in 
1835,  to  the  injury  of  Granada,  by  re- 
moving lawyers  and  clients.  It  has  a 
cathedral,  23  parishes,  a university, 
Liceo,  Casino,  public  library,  Plaza  de 
Toros,  and  Museo.  The  natives  thus 
parody  the  proud  boast  of  hated  Seville, 
for  the  two  cities  abhor  each  other  as 
in  the  time  of  the  Moors : — 

“ Quicn  no  1m  visto  a Qrariaa 
No  ha  visto  a nfia.” 

And  certainly  art  and  nature  have 
combined  to  render  Granada,  with  its 
alps,  plain,  and  Alhambra,  one  of  those 
few  places  which  realize  all  previous 
favourable  conceptions.  The  town  is 
built  on  the  spurs  of  the  mountains 
which  rise  to  the  N.E.  to  their  greatest 
altitude.  Like  Broussa,  in  Asia  M inor, 
it  has  its  Olympus,  valley,  and  fortress 
palace.  The  city  overlooks  the  Vega, 
and  is  about  2445  ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea : this  altitude,  coupled  with  the 
snowy  background,  renders  it  a most 
delicious  summer  residence.  The  Vega 
supplies  every  vegetable  production, 
and  is  “ a spot,”  said  the  Arabians, 
“ superior  in  extent  and  fertility  to  the 
Ghauttah,  or  the  valley  of  Damascus 
they  compared  the  white  villas  and 
farmhouses  which  sparkle  amid  the 
eternal  verdure  to  “Oriental  pearls 
set  in  a cup  of  emeralds.”  These 
dwellings  are  still  called  “ Carmenes,” 
from  Karm,  Arabice  a vineyard.  Gra- 
nada is  built  on,  and  at  the  base  of, 
several  hills : the  portion  to  the  r., 
which  hangs  over  the  Xenil,  is  called 
Antequeruela,  the  “ Little  Antequera,” 
to  which  the  natives  of  that  town  fled 
after  its  capture,  in  1410.  The  Al- 
hambra is  built  on  a crowning  height, 
that  hangs  over  the  Darro,  which 
separates  the  Antequeruela  from  the 
Albaicin  — fl<*6ad-hu-l-Bayisin,  “ the 
suburb  of  those  from  Baeza,”  to  whom 
it  was  assigned  in  1227,  when  that  city 
was  conquered  by  the  Christians : from 
this  Arabic  Rabad  is  derived  the  Spa- 
nish word  “ Arrabal ,”  suburb.  The 
best  portion  of  the  town  lies  at  the  base, 
while  none  but  the  poor  live  above. 
The  Granadinos  despise  the  Alhambra, 


as  a coso  de  ratones,  or  rat’s  hole, 
which  indeed  they  have  made  it. 

The  society  of  Granada  is  dull.  To 
those  who  arrive  from  Seville,  the 
inhabitants  do  not  look  either  so  well 
dressed,  gay,  or  intelligent  There  are 
fewer  Majos,  and  the  women  are  in- 
ferior walkers  and  talkers ; they  want 
the  real  meneo  y gracia,  although  they 
contend  that  “LasGranadinas  son  muy 
j Unas."  The  houses  again  are  smaller 
and  less  Oriental,  for  Granada  was 
built  by  impoverished  defeated  refu- 
gees, not,  like  Seville,  by  the  Moor  in 
all  his  palmy  pride : they  have  fewer 
marble-pillared  patios ; the  Zaguan  is 
smaller,  and  is  paved  with  black  and 
white  stones ; the  filigree  Cancel  is 
changed  into  a heavy  oak  door.  Square 
pilasters  replace  in  shops  and  streets 
I the  pillared  shafts  of  Seville,  and  the 
windows  have  more  balconies  and 
fewer  Rejas. 

Granada  now  stagnates  in  bookless 
ignorance ; it  has  neither  letters,  arts, 
nor  arms.  The  commerce  is  passive : 
there  is  a want  of  roads,  whether  lead- 
ing to  the  seabord  or  inland,  by 
which  it  is  isolated  and  kept  poor ; in 
short,  like  Cordova,  from  being  an 
Athens  under  the  Moors,  it  has  become 
a Beeotia  under  the  Spaniards  of  to- 
day ; for  in  better  times  it  was  the 
birthplace  of  Fray  Luis  de  Granada, 
one  of  the  most  eloquent  and  pathetic 
writers  of  Spain ; of  Lope  de  Rueda, 
the  precursor  of  Lope  de  Vega  and  the 
dramatists  ; of  the  historians,  Luis  de 
Marmol  and  Hurtado  Mendoza ; of  the 
sculptors,  Juan  Martinez  Montane* 
and  Alonso  Cano. 

The  “ canting”  arms  of  Granada  are 
a pomegranate,  “Granada,”  stalked 
and  proper : 6ome,  catching  at  sound, 
not  sense,  have  derived  Granada  from 
“ Granatum,"  but  the  Moorish  name 
was  Karnattah,  and  they  never  would 
have  taken  a Latin  word  had  they 
wished  to  call  the  town  “ Pomegra- 
nate,” because  the  hills  are  divided 
somewhat  like  that  fruit.  They  would 
have  preferred  their  own  word  Rom- 
man,  and  to  this  day  a salad  made  of 
pomegranates  is  called  “ Ensalada 
Ramana.”  It  would  be  not  less  ab- 
surd to  interpret  this  as  Roman  thau 
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to  connect  Karnattah  with  a pome- 
granate. 

The  first  object  of  course  will  be  the 
Alhambra ; ascend  therefore  the  Calle 
de  los  Gomeles,  and,  passing  under  the 
gate  de  las  Granados,  enter  the  magi- 
cal jurisdiction  of  this  fairy  palace. 
Three  paths  diverge ; that  to  the  r. 
leads  to  the  Torres  Bermejas,  the  “ red 
towers,”  a sort  of  outwork,  which 
deserves  a subsequent  visit.  This,  the 
most  ancient  portion  of  Granada, 
existed  when  llliberis  was  the  chief 
town,  and  is  mentioned  as  “ Kal-’at 
Al-hamra,”  “the  red  castle,”  by  an 
Arabian  poet,  so  early  as  a.d.  864. 
It  was  afterwards  called  Medinah 
Al-hamra,  “ the  red  city”(Casiri,  ‘ Bib. 
Es.’  ii.  249).  Pedro  de  Alcala,  in  his 
Arabo-Hispano  dictionary  of  the  time 
of  the  conquest,  translates  Bermeja  by 
Amhar  ( hamra  in  the  feminine),  a 
name  well  applicable  to  the  red  ferru- 
ginous concrete  tapia  of  which  it  is 
built  It  may  have  existed  even  before 
the  Romans;  indeed,  some  antiqua- 
rians, who  can  see  far  into  a milestone, 
pretend  to  recognise  Phoenician  work. 
Ilabus  Ibn  Makesen,  when  he  removed 
from  llliberis  in  1019,  erected  above 
this  outwork  the  Kassabah  Al-hamra, 
“ the  enclosure  of  the  red,”  the  pre- 
sent Alcasaba.  This  Ibnu-l-ahmar 
selected  for  his  residence,  and  built 
the  Kasru-l-hamra,  the  “ Alcazar,  or 
palace,  of  or  iu  the  red  enclosure.”  The 
long  lines  of  walls  and  towers  crown 
the  hill,  and  follow  the  curves  and 
dips  of  the  ground : there  is  no  attempt 
at  symmetry  or  anything  straight; 
hence,  as  at  Jaen,  Xativa,  &c.,  the 
elegance  and  picturesqueuess  of  these 
Oriental  fortifications;  they  are  the 
antitheses  of  the  commonplace  line 
and  rule  places  of  Vauban,  which  are 
as  worthless  to  the  artist  as  admir- 
able to  the  engineer. 

The  Moorish  towers  rise  like  red- 
dish cork  models  out  of  a girdle  of 
trees,  which  contrasts  with  the  stony 
sierras  above  ; but  all  is  artificial,  and 
the  work  of  the  water-enchanter  Moor. 
The  centre  walk  leads  to  the  public  gar- 
dens, that  to  the  1.  to  the  Alhambra ; 
the  wooded  slopes  are  kept  green  by 
watercourses,  and  tenanted  by  night- 


ingales : although  everything  looks  the 
work  of  nature,  it  is  the  creation  of 
man,  as  the  Moor  changed  the  barren 
rock  into  an  Eden ; had  the  French 
intentions  succeeded,  all  would  have 
relapsed  into  barrenness,  from  their 
destruction  of  the  supply  of  water : the 
elm-trees  came  from  England, and  here 
being  rare,  are  as  much  admired  as 
palms  with  us  ; on  reaching  the  height 
is  a semicircular  barbican,  and  below 
it  a fountain,  wrought  iu  the  coarse 
stone  of  Elvira,  in  the  Berruguete 
style.  It  was  erected  by  the  Alcaide 
Mendoza,  whose  arms,  with  those  of 
Charles  V.,  are  sculptured  on  it.  The 
river-gods  are  the  Genii,  Darro,  &c. : 
this  monument  has  recently  been  bar- 
barously repaired  and  “ restored.” 

Granada  is  a city  of  fountains.  The 
Darro  and  Xenil  are  drawn  off  in  ca- 
nals from  high  up  near  their  sources, 
and  thus  the  waters  retain  the  original 
elevation  above  the  town  ; columns  are 
accordingly  thrown  up  from  fountains 
in  great  body  and  height. 

A sharp  turn  conducts  to  the  grand 
entrance.  La  Torre  de  Justicia,  the 
“ gate  of  judgment,”  the  “ Sublime 
Porte,”  at  which  the  king  or  his  kaid 
dispensed  judgment,  as  in  the  Ea6t 
(Deut.  xvi.  18  ; 1 Kings  viii.  7),  after 
an  ancient  fashion,  which  at  least  was 
more  rapid  and  cheap,  and  possibly 
quite  as  equitable,  as  any  modern  Court 
of  Chancery,  either  below  the  hill  or 
elsewhere.  This  gate  was  erected  in 
1308  by  Yusuf  I.,  Abu-l-hajaj,  a great 
decorator  of  the  Alhambra.  The 
Moors  called  it  Babu-sh-shari’ah,  the 
“gate  of  the  law.”  The  inscription 
over  the  inner  doorway  records  its 
elevation  and  the  name  of  the  founder. 
It  ends,  “ May  the  Almighty  make 
this  [gate]  a protecting  bulwark,  and 
write  down  its  [erection]  among  the 
imperishable  actions  of  the  just.”  The 
Moorish  diapery  has  been  broken,  to 
make  a niche  for  a poor  wooden  image 
of  the  Virgin. 

Over  the  outer  horse-shoe  arch  is 
seen  an  open  hand,  which  some  con- 
sider an  emblem  of  hospitality  and 
generosity,  the  redeeming  qualities  of 
the  Oriental.  Others  think  it  a type 
of  the  five  principal  commandments  of 
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the  cveed  of  Islam — “ To  keep  the  fast 
of  Ramadan,  pilgrimage  to  Mecca, 
almsgiving,  ablution,  and  war  against 
the  infidel.”  Others  refer  it  to  the 
Hebrew  jadh,  the  hand  of  God,  the 
Oriental  symbol  of  power  and  provi- 
dence. But  the  true  meaning  of  it  is 
a talisman  over  the  portal  against  the 
much  dreaded  “ Evil  Eye,”  at  which 
Orientals  and  Spaniards  have  always 
and  do  still  tremble.  The  Morisco 
women  wore  small  hands  of  gold  and 
silver  round  their  necks,  like  the  Nea- 
politans, and  a substitute  for  the  classi- 
cal phallic  symbol  of  defiance.  Charles 
V.,  by  a Pragmatica  in  1525,  forbad 
this  usage.  In  the  Sala  de  los  Emba- 
jadores  is  an  inscription  to  the  same 
purport : “ The  best  praise  be  given  to 
God  ! I will  remove  all  the  effects  of 
an  evil  eye  upon  out  master  Yusuf,” 
&c. 

Over  the  inner  arch  is  a sculptured 
key,  in  which  some  see  the  Oriental 
symbol  of  power  (Isa.  xxii.  22),  and 
others  the  “ key  of  David”  (Rev.  iii. 
7).  Others,  however,  hold  that  it  is  al- 
lusive to  the  “ power  of  the  keys,”  by 
which  the  true  prophet  opened  the 
gates  of  heaven  and  hell.  Then  it  is 
said  to  be  simply  a badge  of  honour, 
like  the  keys  worn  by  chamberlains 
and  titled  menials ; the  key,  however, 
was  a symbolic  sign  among  the  Sufis, 
denoting  knowledge — 41  the  key  by 
which  God  opens  the  heart  of  be- 
lievers.” It  occurs  over  many  Anda- 
lucian  castles,  especially  those  built 
after  the  arrival  of  the  Alinohades, 
who  bore  this  particular  badge  on  their 
banners.  There  is  an  idle  tale,  how 
the  Moors  boasted  that  this  gate  never 
would  be  opened  to  the  Christians 
until  the  hand  took  the  key. 

The  entrance  is  carried  through  a 
double  gate : 44  David  sat  between  the 
two  gates  ” (2  Sam.  xviii.  24).  Here 
i6  a guard-room  ; and  the  passages  are 
contrived  so  as  to  obstruct  an  entering 
enemy.  Now,  instead  of  the  well- 
appointed  Mameluke  and  glittering 
Moor,  or  iron-clad  champion  of  Teu- 
dilla,  a few  gaunt,  bandit-looking  in- 
valids are  huddled  together. 

Passing  onwards,  near  a paltry  altar- 
screen,  is  a Gothic  inscription,  coeval 


with  the  conquest,  recording  that 
event,  and  the  appointment  of  Inigo 
Lopez  de  Mendoza  as  alcaide.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  Alhambra  is  sepa- 
rate from  that  of  Granada,  and  has  its 
own  governor.  The  office  was  one  of 
high  honour,  but  is  now  altogether 
second-rate. 

The  Virgin  and  Child,  in  the  Jle- 
tablo,  was  painted  by  Saint  Luke,  to 
which,  if  any  doubt,  Mateo  Ximenez 
will  swear.  In  our  time  no  donkeys 
were  allowed  to  go  through  this  pas- 
sage, because  some  had  grossly  mis- 
behaved themselves  before  the  painting. 
Henceanarrowwall-enclosedlane  leads 
to  the  open  place,  Plaza  de  los  Alyibes, 
under  which  are  the  Moorish  “cis- 
terns,” winch  are  filled  by  the  Darro ; 
they  are  cleaned  in  January,  and  then 
can  be  visited.  In  summer  an  awning 
is  erected  over  a well,  whence  a supply 
of  cool  water  is  sold  to  those  who 
come  up  from  Granada  with  donkeys. 
This  Plaza  divides  the  palace  from  the 
Alcazaba.  The  latter  was  formerly 
entered  by  the  Torre  del  Homenage, 
of  44  Homage,”  which  rises  at  the  end 
of  the  Pelota,  or  fives-court,  whose  wall 
much  disfigures  the  Plaza.  Observe 
a Roman  altar  from  Illiberis,  imbedded 
by  the  Moors  in  this  tower-,  it  is  in- 
scribed by  the  grateful  Valerius  to  his 
“ most  indulgent  wife,”  Cornelia. 

The  present  entrance  to  the  1.  was 
made  by  the  French.  The  Alcazaba  is 
now  used  as  a prison  for  galley-slaves. 
The  once  most  curious  Moorish  ar- 
moury was  sold  by  its  governor,  Bu- 
carelli,  to  defray  the  cost  of  a bull- 
fight. 

Ascend  the  Torre  de  la  Vela.  Here, 
as  an  inscription  records,  the  Christian 
flag  was  first  hoisted  by  the  Cardinal 
Mendoza  and  his  brother.  The  pano- 
rama is  glorious.  Below  lies  Granada, 
belted  with  plantations;  beyond  ex- 
pands the  Vega,  ultout  30  miles  in 
length  by  25  in  width,  70  in  circum- 
ference, and  guarded  like  an  Eden  by 
a wall  of  mountains.  The  basin  was 
once  a lake,  through  which  the  Xenil 
burst  a way  at  Loja.  The  Vega  is 
studded  with  villas  and  villages ; every 
field  has  its  battle,  every  rivulet  its 
ballad.  It  is  a scene  for  painters  to 
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sketch,  and  for  poets  to  describe.  To 
the  1.  rise  the  snowy  Alpujarras,  then 
the  distant  Sierra  of  Alhama,  then  the 
gorge  of  Loja  in  the  distance,  then  the 
round  mountain  of  Parapanda,  which 
is  the  barometer  of  the  Vega,  as 
Soracte  was  to  Horace ; for  when  its 
head  is  bonneted  with  mists,  so  surely 
does  rain  fall : “ Cuando  Parapanda  se 
pone  la  monlera,  Llueve  antique  lHos 
no  lo  qnisiera.”  Nearer  Granada  is 
the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  the  site  of  old 
Illiberis,  and  below  the  dark  woods  of 
the  Soto  de  Roma.  To  the  r.  is  the 
rocky  defile  of  Moclin,  and  the  distant  I 
chains  of  Jaen : the  Torre  de  !a  Vela 
was  gutted  by  the  French.  It  is  so 
called,  because  on  this  “watch- tower” 
hangs  a silver-tongued  bell,  which,  \ 
struck  by  the  warder  at  certain  times,  is 
the  primitive  clock  that  gives  notice  to 
irrigators  below.  It  is  heard  on  a still 
night  even  at  Loja,  thirty  miles  off. 
Tins  bell  is  also  rung  every  January  2, 
the  anniversary  of  the  surrender  of 
Granada ; on  that  day  the  Alhambra  ; 
is  visited  by  crowds  of  peasantry. 
Few  maidens  pass  by  without  striking 
the  bell,  which  ensures  a husband,  and 
a good  one  in  proportion  as  the  noise  I 
made,  which  it  need  not  be  said  is 
continuous  and  considerable.  The  ! 
fete  is  altogether  most  national  and  ; 
picturesque.  Ascend  this  tone  just 
before  the  sun  sets,  to  see  what  is  his 
glory  in  these  southern  latitudes,  when  i 
he  crimsons  heaven  and  earth.  Then,' 
as  darkness  comes  on,  the  long  lines 
of  burning  weeds  and  stubble  in  the 
Vega  run  and  sparkle,  crackling  like 
the  battle  flashes  of  infantry ; and,  in 
the  old  warder’s  remark,  recall  the 
last  campaigns  of  the  Moor  and  Chris- 
tian. 

The  under  line  of  bastions,  or  ; 
adarves,  which  extend  to  the  Gate  of 
Justice,  were  laid  out  by  Charles  V.  j 
in  hanging  gardens  with  fountains, 
busts,  and  cinque-cento  sculpture.  The 
vines,  Parrales,  are  said  to  be  of  the 
time  of  the  Moors.  Their  boa-con- 
strictor-like stems  wind  round  the 
square  pilasters.  The  outer  bastions, 
below  the  Alcazaba,  were  destroyed 
by  the  French,  and  are  now  a weed- 
overgrown  ruin. 


In  a small  court  of  the  Alcazaba  is 
a marble  sarcophagus  or  tank,  with 
basso-relievos  of  animals ; among  them 
the  “ deer-slaying  lion,”  which  occurs 
so  often  in  Greek  art.  It  is.  difficult 
to  say  whether  this  rude  sculpture  be 
antique  or  Moorish.  An  Arabic  in- 
scription is  carried  round  the  border, 
but  this  may  be  later  than  the  carving ; 
at  all  events,  stags  are  animals  con- 
nected by  Orientals  with  the  fountain, 
“as  the  hart  panteth  for  the  water- 
brooks:”  and  the  Spanish  Moors,  among 
other  departures  from  strict  Moslem 
rules,  did  not  reject  either  paintings 
or  carvings  of  living  objects. 

Returning  to  the  Plaza  de  los  Al- 
gibes,  is  an  isolated  Moorish  tower,  1m 
Tone  del  Vino.  Observe  the  elegant 
arch,  and  the  Azulejos,  with  which 
Spanish  filth  and  neglect  contrast. 
This  Moorish  oratory  was  first  turned 
into  a temple  of  Bacchus  when  the 
Alhambra  had  a privilege  of  intro- 
ducing wine ; now  it  is  sacred  to 
Cloacina  Granadina.  It  was  built  in 
1345  by  Yusuf  I.  The  large  palace 
opposite  was  begun  by  Charles  V., 
and  in  common  with  most  of  those 
which  he  planned,  is  unfinished  and 
unroofed  ; yet  to  raise  this  chateau  en 
Espagne,  which  he  could  not  complete, 
Charles  destroyed  large  portions  of 
what  the  Moors  had  finished.  This 
palace  is,  however,  what  the  Spaniards 
admire,  and  to  this,  their  building, 
and  not  to  the  Alhambra,  that  of  the 
Moors,  do  they  direct  the  stranger’s 
attention.  Begun  in  1526  by  Pedro 
de  Machuea,  it  progressed  slowly  until 
1633,  and  was  then  abandoned.  It 
consists  of  a square  of  220  feet,  with 
three  elaborate  facades,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  buildings  erected  in  Spain  in 
the  Graeco- Romano  Bramante  style. 
The  ornaments  of  the  grand  portal  and 
windows,  ascribed  to  Berruguete,  are 
by  Pedro  Machuea.  As  works  of  art, 
the  basso-relievos  are  much  overrated ; 
and  such  is  the  poverty  of  invention, 
that  the  same  compositions  are  simply 
reversed.  The  creamy  pudding-stone 
is  called  Ahnendrado , and  comes  from 
the  quarries  of  El  Tuno.  The  in- 
terior is  cut  up  with  a disproportioned 
Doric  and  Ionic  circular  patio , which, 
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however  well  contrived,  if  the  emperor 
meant  to  use  it  os  an  arena  for  bull- 
fights, must  destroy  the  proportions  of 
all  rooms  near  it  The  court,  however, 
has  generally  been  made  a working- 
place  for  galley-slaves.  There  was  a 
notion  of  ottering  this  huge  shell  to  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  hoping  that  he 
would  finish  it  with  English  gold  ; but 
it  ended  in  nothing. 

Before  entering  the  Moorish  palace 
look  around  at  this  Plaza,  where  every- 
thing is  typical  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent. In  front  the  massy  towers  of  the 
Moors  frown  over  ruins  and  neglect. 
The  uneven  weed-encumbered  court  is 
disfigured  by  invalids,  beggars,  and 
convicts,  emblems  of  weakness  and 
poverty.  The  clanking  of  the  crimi- 
nal’s chain  has  replaced  the  cry  of 
the  Mueddin  and  the  Algara  of  the 
^Moorish  knight.  The  unfinished  pa- 
lace of  the  Austrian  insults  the  half- 
destroyed  abode  of  the  Western  Kalif: 
it  is  a thing  of  Spaiu,  of  to-day,  where 
old  systems  are  overturned  by  rash 
innovators,  who  have  been  unable  to 
raise  any  new  ones  in  their  place. 

The  present  entrance  to  la  real  rasa 
Arabe  is  of  Spanish  construction,  and 
lies  in  an  obscure  corner ; for  Charles 
V.,  adding  insult  to  injury,  did  not 
even  set  his  new  building  in  a parallel 
line  with  the  older  one,  and  destroyed 
altogether  the  previous  and  noble 
fa9a.de  which  opened  to  the  south. 
Before  entering,  it  may  be  as  well  to 
say  a word  on  the  erection  of  this 
edifice,  the  Arabic  inscriptions,  colours, 
ceilings,  and  architectural  peculiari- 
ties: its  decay  has  already  been  re- 
corded. 

The  severe,  simple,  almost  forbid- 
ding exterior  of  the  Alhambra,  gives 
no  promise  of  the  Aladdin  gorgeousuess 
which  once  shone  within,  when  the 
opening  of  a single  door,  as  if  by  the 
tap  of  a fairy’s  wand,  admitted  the 
stranger  into  an  almost  paradise.  Iu 
common  with  other  Moorish  command- 
ing Alcazares,  it  is  built  on  the  crest 
of  a hill,  and  of  tapia.  The  picturesque 
walls  and  towers,  which  fringe  the 
heights,  follow  the  natural  lines  of  the 
uneven  ground.  This  fortress-palace, 
the  dwelling  of  an  Oriental,  was  in- 


tended to  awe  the  city  below,  to  keep 
out  heat,  enemies  foreign  and  domestic, 
and  to  keep  in  women.  The  plain 
aspect  was  adopted  to  avert  the  effects 
of  the  evil  eye,  which  scowls  on  the 
over  prosperous,  and  dogs  their  feli- 
city. The  interior  voluptuousness  and 
splendour  was  masked,  like  the  glitter- 
ing spar  iu  a coarse  pebble. 

The  internal  arrangements  were 
purely  Oriental,  with  its  colonnaded 
walks,  the  fountains,  baths,  the  diaper- 
stucco  Turkish,  Azulejo  dado,  above 
which  hung  the  rich  Artesonado  roof, 
gilded  and  starred  like  a heaven. 
*•  The  architecture  of  the  Arabs,”  says 
Owen  Jones,  “ is  essentially  religious, 
and  the  offspring  of  the  Koran,  as 
Gothic  architecture  is  of  the  Bible. 
The  prohibition  to  represent  animal 
life  caused  them  to  seek  for  other 
means  of  decoration — inscriptions  from 
the  Koran,  interwoven  with  geome- 
trical ornaments  and  flowers,  not  drawn 
decidedly  from  nature,  but  translated 
through  the  loom  ; for  it  would  seem 
that  the  Arabs,  iu  changing  their  wan- 
dering for  a settled  life,  in  striking  the 
tent  to  plant  it  in  a form  more  solid, 
had  transferred  the  luxurious  shawls 
and  hangings  of  Cashmere,  which  had 
adorned  their  former  dwellings,  to  their 
new,  changing  the  tent-pole  for  a 
marble  column,  and  the  silken  tissue 
for  gilded  plaster and  certainly  he 
might  have  added  that  the  palm-tree 
was  the  type  of  the  columns  which 
they  used  in  their  patios.  With  regard 
to  the  Arabic  inscriptions,  these  epi- 
grammata  are  written  in  an  ornate 
character,  and  are  decorations  of  them- 
selves : their  usage  was  borrowed  from 
the  phylacteries,  the  preservative  de- 
vices of  the  Jews.  Gayangos  observes 
of  their  import,  that  “ They  are  of  three 
sorts : — Ayut,  that  is,  verses  from  the 
Koran ; Ay  a,  that  is,  pious  sentences 
not  taken  from  the  Koran  ; and  Ash’ar, 
that  is,  poems  in  praise  of  the  buildevs 
or  owners,  or  the  palace.”  Like  most 
Oriental  poetry,  the  import  is  flat  and 
insipid  to  European  readers  ; the 
charm  appears  to  consist  rather  in 
souuds  and  words  than  in  meaning ; 
now  both  are  lost  to  eyes  that  under- 
stand not.  Those  belonging  to  the  first 
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two  classes  are  generally  written  in 
Cufic,  the  character  of  the  city  El 
Koofeh,  founded  about  the  seventeenth 
year  of  the  Hegira.  The  square  form 
lends  itself  to  geometrical  patterns ; 
indeed,  it  is  as  difficult  to  distinguish 
the  letters  from  the  diagrams,  as  it  is 
the  modern  Arabic  character  from  the 
scrolly  ornaments.  The  Cufic  letters 
are  often  so  arranged  as  to  present  a 
uniform  appearance  both  ways  ; “ thus 
the  inscription  can  be  read  from  the  r. 
to  the  1.,  or  from  the  1.  to  the  r.,  and  up- 
wards or  downwards.  The  long  poems 
are  all  written  in  the  African  hand,  with 
such  care  that  no  letter  is  ever  wanting 
in  its  diacritic  points,  and  the  vowels 
and  grammatical  signs  are  likewise  in- 
serted.” The  modern  Arabic  character, 
the  Neskhi  or  more  cursive,  was  adopted 
about  the  year  950,  but  the  old  Cufic 
one  continued  to  be  used  in  inscrip- 
tions iu  conjunction  with  it  down  to 
1508. 

The  colours  employed  by  the  Moors 
were,  in  all  cases,  the  primitive — blue, 
red,  and  yellow  (gold) ; the  secondary- 
colours,  purple,  green,  and  orange,  only 
occurring  in  the  Azulejo  dados,  which, 
being  nearer  the  eye,  formed  a point  of 
repose  from  the  more  brilliant  colour- 
ing above  ; some  may  now  seem  green, 
but  this  is  the  change  effected  by  time 
on  the  original  metallic  blue.  The 
Catholic  kings  used  both  green  and 
purple,  and  their  work  can  easily  be 
discovered  by  the  coarseness  of  execu- 
tion and  the  want  of  the  harmonious 
balance  of  colours,  which  the  Moors 
understood  so  much  better.  U nder  the 
Moors  the  marble  pillars  were  all  gilt, 
but  the  Spaniards  found  it  easier  to 
scrape  off  the  gold  in  their  repairs,  and 
thus  expose  the  white  stone,  than  to 
regild  them.  The  elegant  palm-like 
pillarsdeserve  notice,  and  especially  the 
variety  of  their  capitals  ; these  are,  in 
all  cases,  carved  in  white  marble ; only 
the  embellishments  on  the  mouldings, 
which  are  now  indicated  by  faint  lines, 
are  painted,  the  ground  being  blue,  and 
the  ornament  the  white  surface  of  the 
marble  ; in  some  cases  this  order  is 
reversed:  few  of  the  capitals  retain 
their  colouring  perfect,  although  traces 
of  it  appear  in  almost  all ; the  ground 


is  frequently  red,  with  blue  leaves  on 
the  upper  surfaces ; all  the  bands  and 
inscriptions  were  in  gold  ; the  common 
inscriptions  are,  “ And  there  is  no 
conqueror  but  God  and  “ Blessing.” 

The  Azulgjo  dados  and  “frets”  de- 
serve careful  notice.  Intricate  as  these 
interlacings  appear,  they  are  formed 
on  the  simplest  rules:  “ If  a series  of 
lines,”  says  Owen  Jones,  “be  drawn 
equidistant  and  parallel  to  each  other, 
crossed  by  a similar  series  at  right 
angles  so  as  to  form  squares,  and  the 
spaces  thus  given  set  off'  diagonally,  in- 
tersecting each  alternate  square,  every 
possible  combination  may  be  obtained  ; 
or  an  equal  variety  will  result  by 
drawing  equidistant  lines  diagonally 
and  setting  off  the  spaces  at  each 
square  at  right  angles.”  In  the  Azu- 
lego  pillars  the  component  parts  are  the 
same,  the  infinite  variety  of  pattern 
being  obtained  by  changing  the  colours 
and  juxtaposition  of  the  separate  parts. 
Where  these  Azulejo  tiles  are  used  as 
pavements,  if  inscribed  they  have  been 
placed  there  by  the  Spaniards,  for  the 
Mohamedans  are  most  careful  even  of 
treading  on  any  accidental  scrap  of 
paper,  for  fear  it  should  contain  the 
name  of  Allah.  Many  of  the  marble 
pavements  in  the  Alhambra  clearly 
were  not  the  original  ones,  as  they  are 
placed  above  the  ancient  level,  and 
conceal  portions  of  the  Mosaic  dado. 

The  honeycomb  stalactical  pendeut- 
ives  are  all  constructed  on  mathematical 
. principles;  they  are  composed  of  nu- 
' merous  prisms,  united  by  their  conti- 
guous lateral  surfaces,  consisting  of 
\ seven  different  forms  proceeding  from 
i three  primary  figures  on  plain ; these 
are  the  right-angled  triangle,  the  rec- 
i tangle,  the  isosceles  triangle.  The  va- 
rious component  parts  are  capable  of  au 
infinite  variety  of  combination,  as  infi- 
nite as  the  melodies  which  may  be  pro- 
duced from  the  seven  notes  of  the  mu- 
sical scale.  The  conical  ceilings  in  the 
Alhambra  attest  the  wonderful  power 
and  effect  obtained  by  the  repetition  of 
the  most  simple  elemeuts ; nearly  5000 
pieces  enter  into  the  construction  of  the 
ceiling  of  Las  dos  Hermanas;  and  al- 
though they  are  simply  of  plaster, 
strengthened  here  and  there  with 
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pieces  of  reed,  they  are  in  most  per-  I repainted  the  palace,  which  then  must 
feet  preservation.:  but  the  carpentry  of  have  been  a thing  of  the  “ Tales  of  the 
the  Phoenicians  passed  down  to  the  Genii now  all  is  deserted  and  unfur- 
Moor.  These  houses,  “ceiled  with  nished,  and  the  mere  carcase.  The 
cedar  and  paiuted  with  vermilion  ” colours  are  obliterated  by  whitewash, 
(Jer.  xxii.  14),  are  exactly  those  of  the  which  destroys  sharpness  of  outline 
ancient  Egyptians  (Wilk.  ii.  125).  and  fills  up  open  work,  and  the  pro- 
The  Artesonado  ceilings,  the  shutter  portions  are  destroyed  by  centuries  of 
and  door  marqueterie  works,  resemble  usage ; yet  time  aud  the  dry  air  of 
those  in  the  Alcazar  of  Seville.  The  Spain  have  used  it  gently,  treating  it 
patterns,  although  apparently  intricate,  like  a beautiful  woman.  What  must 
are  all  reducible  to  the  simplest  geo-  it  ouce  have  been — cum  tales  sunt  re- 
metrical  rules,  and  the  same  principle  liquiae ! Peter  Martyr,  an  Italian  of 
applies  equally  to  the  Lienzoe  aud  taste,  thus  wrote  when  he  entered  it,  in 
AzulejoH.  The  mode  of  hanging  the  the  train  of  the  Gothic  conquerors: 
doors  is  that  used  by  the  ancients  in  ; “ Alhambram,  proh ! dii  immortales ! 
their  temples,  aud  continued  in  the  qualem  Regiam ! unicam  in  orbe  ter- 
East  to  this  day  ; they  move  on  pivots,  | raruin  crede  1” 

forming  part  of  the  framing,  which  are  i Entering  by  the  obscure  portal  of 
let  into  a socket  in  a marble  slab  below,  Spanish  construction,  to  the  1.  is  the 
and  above  into  the  soffit  of  the  beam ; j quarter  allotted  to  the  governor’s  resi- 
a bolt  usually  secures,  at  the  same  time,  dence.  The  suite  of  rooms  is  noble, 
both  the  fiaps  of  the  folding-doors  aud  j but  every  beauteous  vestige  of  the 
the  wicket  Moor  has  been  swept  away.  The  first 

The  building  was  commenced  by  palio  has  various  names ; it  is  called 
Ibnu-l-ahmar,  in  1248  ; it  was  con-  de  la  Alberca  and  de  la  Barca — of  the 
tinued  by  his  son  Abu’  abdillah,  and  “ Fish-pond,”  of  the  “ Bark these 
finished  by  his  grandson  Mohammed  are  corruptions  of  the  true  Moorish 
III.,  about  1314.  The  founder,  like  name  “ Berkah,"  “ the  Blessing,"  which 
Edward  III.  at  Windsor,  has  every-  occurs  all  over  it  in  the  Arabic  inscrip- 
where  introduced  his  motto,  his  “ Honi  tions.  “ Beerheh"  in  Arabic,  also  sig- 
soit  qui  inal  y pense.”  The  words  Le  nifies  a tank,  unde  Alberca.  In  former 
galib  ile  Allah,  “ There  is  no  conqueror  times  it  was  planted  with  myrtles, 
but  God,”  are  to  be  seen  in  every  por-  whence  it  is  called  de  los  Array anes, 
tion  of  the  Jarkish  and  Azulejo.  The  Arrayban,  Arabice  “ a myrtle.”  It  is 
origin  is  this : when  he  returned  from  about  150  feet  long  by  80  wide, 
the  surrender  of  Seville,  his  subjects  To  the  r.  is  an  elegant  double  cor- 
saluted  him  as  galib — the  conqueror,  ridor,  the  upper  portion,  recently  re- 
and  he  replied,  “ There  is  no  conqueror  paired,  being  the  only  specimen  of  its 
but  God.”  This  motto  also  appears  on  kind  in  the  Alhambra.  Here  was  the 
his  coat  of  arms,  which  is  the  banner  grand  entrance  of  the  Moors,  which, 
of  Castile,  granted  to  him  by  St.  Ferdi-  with  the  whole  winter  quarter,  was 
nand,  and  the  same  as  adopted  by  Don  pulled  down  by  Charles  V.,  who  built 
Pedro  for  the  badge  of  his  order  of  the  up  his  palace  against  it  The  under  sa- 
Vanda,  or  Bend.  This  beud,once  blue,  loon  was  converted  by  the  French  into 
was  changed  into  “ red  ” to  compliment  an  oil-magazine ; the  tank,  Estanque,  in 
this  Moorish  William  Rufus  (Conde,  the  centre  of  the  court,  was  formerly 
iii.  38).  enclosed  by  a Moorish  balustrade. 

The  great  decorator  was  Yusuf  I.,  which  was  pulled  down  and  sold  in  the 
who,  although  unsuccessful  in  war  (see  time  of  Bucarelli.  The  marble  pave- 
Salado,  p.  17),  was  eminent  in  the  ment  came  from  Macael,  and  is  now 
arts  of  peace:  so  vast  were  his  reve-  much  broken  up,  as  the  French  here 
nues,  that  he  was  imagined  to  possess  piled  up  their  firewood  for  their  camp 
the  philosopher’s  stone ; but  his  secret  kettles,  setting  an  example  afterwards 
was  quiet  and  industry,  “ et  magnum  followed  by  Spanish  galley-slaves, 
vectigal  parsimonia.”  He  regilt  and  The  saloons  to  the  r.  of  this  patio 
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were  once  most  gorgeous ; they  be- 
longed to  the  monarch’s  wife,  and 
hence  are  still  called  el  cuurto  de  la 
Sultana.  These  were  gutted  in  1831 
by  the  governor  La  Serna,  who,  imi- 
tating Sebastiani,  used  them  for  keep- 
ing the  salt-fish  of  his  presidarios.  On 
the  opposite  side  is  a small  room  fitted 
up  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  as  the 
ceiling  shows,  for  the  archives ; these 
are  contained  in  iron  trunks,  and  have 
never  been  properly  examined.  In 
1725  the  contador  Manuel  Nunez  de 
Prado  printed  some  of  them ; but  as  he 
was  very  ignorant  and  made  the  selec- 
tion himself,  garbling  and  falsifying 
the  pages,  they  only  related  to  saints, 
relics,  and  nonsense,  and  were  sp  absurd 
that  he  was  advised  to  buy  up  the  copies, 
which,  consequently,  are  very  rare.  A 
new  compilation  was  then  made  by  Luis 
Francisco  Viano,  a canon  of  the  Sacro 
Monte,  who  employed  Echevarria  as 
his  amanuensis.  Just  when  they  were 
printed  Prado  died,  and  with  him  his 
project,  as  the  attorney  Venencio  then 
sold  the  sheets  for  waste  paper.  This 
little  room  contains  or  contained  a fine 
Moorish  marble  table,  and  a splendid 
earthenware  vase,  enamelled  in  blue, 
white,  and  gold ; the  companion  was 
broken  in  the  time  of  Montilla,  who 
used  the  fragments  as  flower-pots,  until 
a French  lady  carried  them  away. 
There  is  some  difficulty  in  getting  into 
this  room.  The  governor,  the  contador. 
and  the  escribano,  each  have  a key  of 
three  locks,  and  these  worthies,  like 
Macbeth's  witches,  must  be  well  paid 
before  they  will  meet — “ nuestro  al- 
calde, nunca  da  paso  de  valde.”  The 
Azulejo  dado  which  ran  round  this 
patio  was  stripped  off  by  Bucarelli’s 
daughters  and  sold.  Near  the  archives 
is  the  Moorish  door  which  led  to  the 
mosque.  Advancing  to  the  great  tower 
of  Comares,  observe  the  elegant  ante  - 
gallery  ; the  slim  columns  would  ap- 
pear unequal  to  the  superincumbent 
weight  were  not  the  spandrels  lightened 
by  perforated  ornaments,  by  which 
also  a cool  current  of  air  is  admitted : 
observe  the  divans  or  alcoves  at  each 
end  of  this  anteroom,  and  especially, 
near  that  to  the  r.,  the  Azulejo  pillars 
and  portions  of  the  original  colours  j 


with  which  the  stucco  Tarkish  was  de- 
corated. Observe,  in  •this  anteroom, 
the  ceiling — a waggon-headed  dome  of 
wood,  of  most  elaborate  patterns,  and 
the  honeycomb  stalactical  peudentives. 

Before  entering  the  Hall  of  Ambas- 
sadors, pass  by  a staircase  to  the  1., 
which  leads  up  to  the  governor’s 
dwelling,  to  the  Mezquita , once  the 
mosque  of  the  palace.  The  patio  is  a 
picture;  it  was  made  a sheep-pen  by 
; Montilla’s  wife,  and  since  a poultry- 
yard:  one  faqade  retains  its  original 
Moorish  embroidery,  and  the  beams 
of  the  roof  are  the  finest  specimens  in 
the  Alhambra,  The  upper  part  of  the 
cornice  above  the  stalactites  is  wood, 
and  from  the  form  of  the  barge-board 
may  be  collected  the  shape  of  the 
original  tiles  which  rested  on  it.  The 
inscriptions  between  the  rafters  are 
“ Al-Mann,”  “ The  Grace  ” of  God ; 
and  on  the  moulding  underneath, 
“ And  there  is  no  conqueror  but  God,” 
alternately  with  “ God  is  our  refuge 
in  every  trouble.”  A barbarous  Spa- 
nish gallery  destroys  one  side : observe 
the  two  pillars  of  the  vestibule  and 
their  unique  capitals.  The  door  of 
the  mosque  was  stripped  of  its  bronze 
facings  by  the  Bucarellis,  who  sold 
the  copper : a fragment  only  remains, 
which  was  out  of  the  reach  of  these 
harpies. 

Proceeding  to  the  Mezquita,  the 
roof  was  re-painted  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella.  Near  the  entrance  on  the  r. 
is  the  exquisite  niche,  the  Mihrab  or 
sanctuary,  in  which  the  Koran  was 
deposited.  The  inscription  at  the 
springing  of  the  arch  is  “ And  be  not 
one  of  the  negligent.”  Turning  to 
the  1.  is  the  mosque,  which  Charles  V. 
converted  into  a chapel,  thus  himself 
doing  here  what  he  condemned  in 
others  at  Cordova  (p.  77).  The  in- 
I congruous  additions  mar  this  noble 
[ saloon.  A heavy  ill-contrived  altar  is 
I placed  in  the  middle : all  around 
figure  dolphins,  pagan  mottos,  and 
cinque-cento  ornaments,  with  the  arms 
of  the  Mendozas,  the  hereditary  al- 
caides. A raised  gallery  or  pew, 
partly  gilt  and  partly  unfinished,  re- 
calls the  “beautifying  and  repairing” 
j of  some  bungling  churchwarden.  The 
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floor  of  the  mosque  has  been  lowered 
about  two  feet*  probably  with  a view 
to  obtain  height  for  the  pew  gallery. 

Reascending  to  the  anteroom  of  the 
Sala  de  los  Ambajadores,  on  each  side 
at  the  entrance  are  recesses  into  which 
the  slippers  were  placed — an  Oriental 
and  Roman  custom  (Exod.  iii.  5 ; 
Mart.  iii.  50,  3).  The  Asiatic,  beiug 
the  antipodes  of  the  European,  takes  off 
his  shoes,  not  his  hat,  as  a mark  of 
respect.  This  reception-room  of  state 
occupies  the  whole  interior  of  the 
Comares  tower.  It  is  a square  of  37 
feet,  and  is  75  feet  high  to  the  centre 
of  the  dome:  observe  the  Azulejos, 
the  Turkish , and  the  site  of  the  royal 
throne,  which  was  placed  opposite  the 
entrance.  The  r.  inscription  runs, 
“ From  me,  this  throne,  thou  art  wel- 
comed morning  and  evening  by  the 
tongues  of  Blessing — Berkah — pros- 
perity, happiness,  and  friendship ; that 
is  the  elevated  dome,  and  we,  the  se- 
veral recesses,  are  her  daughters : yet 
I possess  excellenee  and  dignity  above 
all  those  of  my  race.  Surely  we  are 
all  members  of  the  same  body,  but  I 
am  like  the  heart  in  the  midst  of  them, 
and  from  the  heart  springs  all  energy 
of  soul  and  life.”  The  1.  inscription 
runs,  “ True,  my  fellows,  these  may 
be  compared  to  the  signs  of  the  zodiac 
in  the  heaven  of  that  dome,  but  I can 
boast  that  of  which  they  are  wanting, 
the  honour  of  a sun,  since  my  lord, 
the  victorious  Yusuf,  has  decorated 
me  with  robes  of  glory,  and  excellence 
without  disguise,  and  has  made  me 
the  Throne  of  his  Empire : may  its 
eminence  be  upheld  by  the  Master  of 
divine  glory  and  the  celestial  throne  1” 
The  present  ceiling  is  an  artesonado 
dome  of  wood,  ornamented  by  ribs 
intersecting  each  other  in  various  pat- 
terns, with  ornaments  in  gold,  painted 
on  grounds  of  blue  and  red  in  the 
interstices.  It  is  composed  of  the 
Alerce,  and  is  darkened  by  time ; the 
original  ceiling  was  of  stucco,  but  fell 
down  with  an  arch  which  once  was 
carried  across  the  hall.  The  enor- 
mous thickness  of  the  walls  may  be 
estimated  by  the  windows,  which  are 
so  deeply  recessed  as  to  look  like 
cabinets,  or  the  lateral  chapels  of  a 


cathedral.  The  views  from  them  are 
enchanting.  “ Ill-fated  the  man  who 
lost  all  this,”  said  Charles  V.  when 
he  looked  out.  The  saloon  has  been 
much  injured  by  earthquakes  and  the 
heavy  wooden  shutters  introduced  by 
this  Charles.  Below  this  hall  are 
some  vaulted  rooms,  where  some 
second-rate  marbles,  probably  by 
Pedro  Machuca,  two  nymphs  and  a 
Jupiter  and  Leda,  are  deposited,  being 
considered  too  nude  for  Spanish  pru- 
dery. Observe  the  infinity  of  sub- 
terraneous intercommunications,  most 
of  which  have  been  blocked  up  by  the 
Spaniards : these  were  the  escapes  of 
the  Sultan  in  times  of  outbreak . Here 
also  were  the  state  prisons,  and  from 
the  window  looking  down  on  the 
Darro  it  is  said  that  ’Ayeshah  let 
down  Boabdil  in  a basket,  fearful  of 
her  rival  Zoraya. 

Coming  up  again,  turning  to  the  r., 
a heavy  gallery,  built  by  Charles  V., 
leads  to  the  Tocador  de  la  Reina,  or 
the  dressing-room  of  the  Queen,  as  the 
Spaniards  have  called  this  7boc'keyseh 
of  the  Moslem  of  Cairo  (see  Lane,  ii.  62). 
The  chilly  Fleming,  Charles,  blocked 
up  the  elegant  Moorish  colonnade, 
and  the  marble  shafts  still  struggle 
to  get  out  of  their  mortar  prison.  The 
royal  dressing-room  is  about  nine  feet 
square ; the  interior  was  modernised 
by  Charles,  and  painted  in  arabesque 
like  the  Vatican  loggie ; but  no  picture 
of  art  can  come  up  to  those  of  nature, 
when  we  look  around  on  the  hills  and 
defiles  as  seen  from  between  the  marble 
colonnade.  The  artists  were  Julio 
and  Alesandro,  pupils  of  Jean  de 
Udina,  who  had  come  to  Spain  to  de- 
corate the  house  at  Ubeda  of  Fran- 
cisco de  los  Cobos,  the  Emperor’s 
secretary.  They  represent  views  of 
Italian  seaports,  battles,  ships,  and 
banners,  but  have  been  barbarously 
mutilated.  These  walls  are  scribbled 
over  with  the  names  of  travellers,  the 
homage  of  all  nations.  In  a corner  is 
a marble  slab  drilled  with  holes, 
through  which  perfumes  were  said  to 
have  been  wafted  up  while  the  Sultana 
was  dressing ; they  are  the  “ Fora- 
mina et  Specularia”  of  the  ancients, 
but  the  room  was  either  an  oratory  or 
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a mere  mirador,  as  an  exposed  alfresco  j 
dressing-room  would  have  been  an  ! 
absurdity. 

From  the  anteroom  of  the  Comares  ! 
a passage,  protected  by  iron  gratings, 
leads  to  the  Moorish  baths ; this 
place  is  absurdly  called  el  Carcel  de  la 
Reina,  from  supposing  it  to  have  been 
the  dungeon  of  ’Ayeshah.  The  de- 
fences are  of  Spanish  construction,  and 
were  put  up  in  1639  to  protect  the 
royal  plate-closet.  The  little  patio 
below  is  well  preserved,  for  these 
baiios  lay  out  of  the  way  of  ordinary 
ill-usage.  They  consist  of  El  Baiio 
del  Key  and  El  Baiio  del  Principe 
The  vapour-bath  is  lighted  from  above 
by  small  lumbreras  or  “ louvres.” 
The  Moorish  cauldron  and  leaden  pipes 
were  sold  by  the  daughters  of  Buca- 
relli.  The  Azulyoe  are  curious.  The 
arrangement  of  these*  baths  is  that  still 
used  in  Cairo : the  bathers  undressed 
in  the  entrance  saloon,  and  underwent 
in  the  Harm  ah,  or  the  “ vapour-bath,” 
the  usual  shampooiugs.  The  upper 
portion  of  the  chamber  of  repose  has 
a gallery  in  which  musicians  were 
placed.  Among  the  inscriptions  is 
■“  Glory  to  our  Lord,  Abu-l-Hajaj 
Y usuf,  commander  of  the  Moslems: 
may  God  render  him  victorious  over 
his  enemies ! What  is  most  to  be 
wondered  at  is  the  felicity  which 
awaits  in  this  delightful  spot.”  Near 
the  baiios  is  a whispering-gallery, 
which  pleases  the  childish,  tasteless 
natives  more  than  any  Moorish  re- 
mains. The  suite  of  rooms  above 
were  modernised  by  the  newly  mar- 
ried Charles  V.,  who  arrived  here 
June  5,  1526.  Here  Spaniards  contend 
that  Philip  II.  was  begotten,  and  he  was  ' 
born  at  Valladolid,  May  21,  1527.  I 
The  ceilings,  heavy  fire-places,  and 
carvings  of  Charles,  are  diametrically 
opposed  to  the  work  of  the  Moor : he 
demolished  everything  both  here  and 
to  the  1.  in  the  Patio  de  los  Arrayanes, 
called  also  De  Lindaraja,  from  the 
name  of  a Moorish  princess.  There 
is  an  Arabic  fountain  in  the  court. 

Retracing  our  steps  through  the 
Patio  de  la  Alberca,  we  pass  by  an 
anteroom,  much  altered  by  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  into  the  Court  of  Lions, 


a Moorish  cloister,  but  one  never 
framed  for  ascetics.  Here  bad  taste 
and  Vandalism  have  done  their  worst. 
The  vile  tiled  roof,  fitter  for  a barn 
than  a palace,  was  clapped  on  by  the 
Irishman  Wall  in  1770 — a round  hat 
on  a gorgeous  Mameluke.  The  cockney 
garden  was  the  work  of  the  French  ; 
that,  thank  God ! has  been  done  away 
with  recently.  The  repairs  and  white- 
washings are  Spanish.  Ay ! de  mi 
Alhambra  ! 

The  patio  is  an  liypethral  quadri- 
lateral oblong  of  some  1 20  feet  by  60 : 
more  than  100  pillars  of  white  marble 
support  a peristyle  or  portico  on  each 
side ; at  each  end  two  elegant  pavi- 
lions project  into  the  court.  The  co- 
lumns are  placed  sometimes  singly, 
sometimes  grouped ; although  they  are 
so  slender  that  they  scarcely  seem 
able  to  support  the  arches,  five  cen- 
turies of  neglect  have  not  yet  destroyed 
this  slight  fairy  thing  of  filigree,  which 
has  not  even  the  appearance  of  dura- 
bility ; wherever  the  destroyer  has 
mutilated  the  fragile  ornaments,  the 
temple-loving  martlet,  guest  of  sum- 
mer, builds  his  nest,  and  careers  in 
the  delicate  air,  breaking  with  his 
twitter  the  silence  of  these  sunny,  now 
deserted,  courts,  once  made  for  Ori- 
ental enjoyment,  aud  even  now  just 
the  place  to  read  the  Arabian  Niyhts 
in,  or  spend  a honeymoon. 

The  Juente  in  the  centre  is  a dode- 
cagon basin  of  alabaster,  resting  on 
the  backs  of  twelve  lions : they  are 
rudely  carved,  aud  closely  resemble 
those  of  Apulia  and  Calabria,  by  which 
tombs  and  pulpits  of  Norman-Saracenic 
mosaic  work  are  supported.  These 
Arabian  sculptures  make  up  for  wuut 
of  reality  by  a sort  of  quaint  heraldic 
antiquity ; such  were  those  described 
by  Arnobius  (Adv.  Gen.  vi.),  “ Inter 
Deos  videmus  Leouis  torvissimam 
faciem.”  Their  faces  are  barbecued, 
and  their  manes  cut  like  scales  of  a 
griffin,  aud  the  legs  like  bedposts : a 
water-pipe  stuck  in  their  mouths  does 
not  add  to  their  dignity.  Lions,  from 
remote  antiquity,  have  been  used  as 
supporters ; the  Oriental  type  will  be 
found  in  the  throne  of  Solomon  (1 
Kings  vii.  29;  x.  20).  In  fact,  the 
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whole  Alhambra  must  have  been  like 
the  ancient  and  Byzantine  palaces. 
The  Hypodromus,  the  “ portico  with 
a hundred  pillars,”  the  Azulqjo  pave- 
ment, the  cypresses,  the  net-work  of 
fountains,  the  sound  of  falling  waters, 
are  all  detailed  by  Martial  (xii.  50) 
and  Pliny,  jun.  (Ep.  v.  6),  and  such 
was  the  palace  of  Justinian  descrit>ed 
by  Gibbon.  The  inscription  round 
the  basin  signifies,  “ Blessed  be  He 
who  gave  the  Imam  Mohamed  a man- 
sion, which  in  beauty  exceeds  all  J 
other  mansions ; and  if  not  so,  here  is 
a garden  containing  wonders  of  art, 
the  like  of  which  God  forbids  should 
elsewhere  be  found.  Look  at  this 
solid  mass  of  pearl  glistening  all 
around,  and  spreading  through  the  air 
its  showers  of  prismatic  bubbles,  which 
fall  within  a circle  of  silvery  froth, 
and  flow  amidst  other  jewels,  surpass- 
ing everything  in  beauty,  nay,  ex- 
ceeding the  marble  itself  in  whiteness 
and  transparency : to  look  at  the  basin 
one  would  imagine  it  to  be  a mass  of 
solid  ice,  and  the  water  to  melt  from 
it;  yet  it  is  impossible  to  say  which 
of  the  two  is  really  flowing.  Seest 
thou  not  how  the  water  from  above 
flows  on  the  surface,  notwithstanding 
the  current  underneath  strives  to  op- 
pose its  progress ; like  a lover  whose 
eyelids  are  pregnant  with  tears,  and 
who  suppresses  them  for  fear  of  an  in- 
former ? for  truly,  what  else  is  this 
fountain  but  a beneficent  cloud  pouring 
out  its  abundant  supplies  over  the 
lions  underneath,  like  the  hands  of  the 
Khalif,  when  he  rises  in  the  morning 
to  distribute  plentiful  rewards  among 
his  soldiers,  the  Lions  of  war  ? Oh  ! 
thou  who  beholdest  these  Lions  crouch- 
ing, fear  not ; life  is  wanting  to  enable 
them  to  show  their  fury : and  Oh ! 
thou,  the  heir  of  the  Anssar,  to  thee, 
as  the  most  illustrious  offspring  of  a 
collateral  branch,  belongs  that  ancestral 
pride  which  makes  thee  look  with 
contempt  on  the  kings  of  all  other 
countries.  May  the  blessings  of  God 
for  ever  be  with  thee ! May  he  make 
thy  subjects  obedient  to  thy  rule,  and 
grant  thee  victory  over  thy  enemies  1” 
Since  the  damages  done  by  Sebas- 
tiaui,  the  fountains  of  the  amphibious 


Moor,  which  played  here  in  all  direc- 
tions, are  ruined  and  dry.  That  of  the 
Lions  alone  is  restored,  and  occasion- 
ally is  set  in  action.  Some  of  the 
most  beautiful  chambers  of  the  Al- 
hambra open  into  this  court:  begin- 
ning to  the  r.  is  the  Sola  de  los  Aben- 
cerrages ; the  exquisite  door  was  sawn 
into  pieces  in  1837  by  the  barbarian 
governor : observe  the  honeycomb  sta- 
lactite roof;  the  slender  pillar  of  the 
alcove  explains  how  Samson  pulled 
down  the  support  of  the  house  of 
Dagon.  The  roof  and  Azulejos  were 
repaired  by  Charles  V. : the  guide 
points  out  some  dingy  stains  near  the 
fountain  as  the  blood-marks  of  the 
Abencerrages,  massacred  here  by  Boab- 
dil ; alas,  that  boudoirs  made  for  love 
and  life  should  witness  scenes  of  hatred 
and  death  ! And  oh,  dearest  reader ! 
believe  this  and  every  tale  of  the  Al- 
hambra, a sacred  spot  far  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  inatter-of-fact  and 
prosaic  history  : do  not  disenchant  the 
romance  of  poetry,  the  genius  loci ; 
where  fairies  have  danced  their  mystic 
rings,  flowers  may  spring,  but  mere 
grass  will  never  grow  : above  all, 
eschew  geology ; deem  not  these  spots 
ferruginous,  for  nothing  is  more  certain 
than  that  heroic  blood  never  can  be 
effaced,  still  less  if  shed  in  foul  murder. 
Nor,  according  to  Lady  Macbeth,  will 
all  the  perfumes  of  Arabia  mask  the 
smell.  This  blood  is  quite  as  genuine 
to  all  intents  of  romance  as  is  that  of 
Rizzio  at  Holyrood-house,  or  of  Becket 
at  Canterbury.  Beware,  says  Vol- 
taire, “ des  gens  durs  qui  se  disent 
solides,  des  esprits  sombres  qui  pre- 
tendent  au  jugement  parce-qu’ils  sont 
depourvus  d’imagination,  qui  veulent 
proscrire  la  belle  antiquity  de  la  fable 
— gardez-vous  bien  de  les  croire.” 

At  the  E.  end  of  the  court  are  3 
saloons  of  extremely  rich  decoration  : 
the  Sola  de  Justicia  is  so  called  from 
an  assemblage  of  10  bearded  Moors 
seated  in  divan,  which  is  painted  on 
the  ceiling.  According  to  Mendoza 
(Guer.  de  Gran.  1),  they  represent  the 
portraits  of  the  successors  of  King  Bui  - 
harix  ; sheer  nonsense  ! — but  this  and 
the  two  other  ceilings  deserve  notice,  as 
giving  the  true  costume  of  the  Granada 
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Moor;  they  were  painted  about  1460: 
the  others  represent  chivalrous  and 
amorous . subjects,  all  tending  to  the 
honour  of  the  Moor,  whose  royal 
shield  is  seen  everywhere : in  one  a 
Moor  unhorses  a Christian  warrior; 
another  represents  a captive  lady  lead- 
ing a chained  lion,  while  she  is  de- 
livered from  a wild  man  by  a knight 
Observe  a game  of  draughts  (the 
dameh  of  the  Arab,  the  aux  dames  of 
France)  ; also  the  boar-huntings,  with 
ladies  looking  out  of  turreted  castles, 
Christians  on  horseback.  Moors  iu 
sweeping  robes,  with  a background  of 
trees,  buildings,  birds,  animals,  mag- 
pies, and  rabbits,  painted  like  an  illu- 
minated book  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
or  a dream  of  Chaucer’s : — 

“ On  the  walls  old  portraiture 

Of  horsemen,  hawkes,  and  bounties, 

And  hartcs  dire  all  full  of  woundes.” 

It  is  not  known  by  whom  these  pic- 
tures, unique  considering  the  period, 
persons,  and  locality,  were  executed  ; 
probably  by  some  Christian  renegado. 
They  are  painted  in  bright  colours, 
which  are  still  fresh;  the  tints  are 
flat,  and  were  first  drawn  in  outline  iu 
a brown  colour,  and  on  skins  of  animals 
sewn  together  and  nailed  to  the  dome : 
a fine  coating  of  gypsum  was  used  as 
priming:  the  ornaments  on  the  gold 
ground  are  in  relief;  they  now  are 
neglected.  It  is  to  be  wished  that 
these  relics,  which  in  any  other  coun- 
try would  be  preserved  under  glass, 
should  be  accurately  copied  the  full 
size.  The  plates  in  Murphy  are 
beneath  criticism,  from  their  gross 
inaccuracy. 

Of  the  many  beautiful  arches  in  this 
building,  none  surpass  that  which 
opens  into  the  central  saloon ; observe 
the  archivolt,  spandrels,  aud  inscrip- 
tions: surface  lace-like  decoration 

never  was  carried  beyond  this.  In 
the  last  of  the  3 rooms  the  cross  was 
first  placed  by  Cardinal  Mendoza,  and 
the  identical  one  is  preserved  at  Toledo. 
Ferdinand  “purified”  these  once  gor- 
geous saloons,  that  is,  whitewashed 
them,  and  introduced  his  and  his  wife’s 
badges,  the  yoke  and  the  bundle  of 
arrows.  And  there  is  a moral  in  I 


these  symbols,  which  Spaniards  now- 
a-days  will  not  understand : they  in- 
culcate “union,”  the  “drawing  to- 
gether,” and  a fair  equality,  instead 
of  struggle  for  pre-eminence.  It  was 
by  Arragon  and  Castile’s  “ pulling  to- 
gether” that  the  Moorish  house,  divided 
against  itself,  was  overthrown. 

Opposite  to  the  Sala  de  los  Abeu- 
cerrages  is  that  of  Las  dos  Hermanns , 
so  called  from  the  two  sister  slabs  of 
Macael  marble  which  are  let  into  the 
pavement.  This  formed  a portion  of 
the  private  apartments  of  the  Moorish 
kings,  and  the  alcoves  or  sleeping- 
rooms  on  each  side  give  it  the  character 
of  a residence.  This  Sala  and  its  ad- 
juncts, for  the  beauty  and  symmetry  of 
the  ornaments,  the  stalactite  roof  and 
general  richness,  is  unequalled ; well 
may  one  of  the  inscriptions  invite  us 
to  “ I-ook  attentively  at  my  elegance, 
and  thou  wilt  reap  the  benefit  of  a 
commentary  on  decoration ; here  are 
columns  ornamented  with  every  per- 
fection, and  the  beauty  of  which  has 
become  proverbial — columns  which, 
when  struck  by  the  rays  of  the  rising 
sun,  one  might  fancy,  notwithstanding 
their  colossal  dimensions,  to  be  so  many 
blocks  of  pearl ; indeed,  we  never  saw 
a palace  more  lofty  than  this  in  its  ex- 
terior, or  more  brilliantly  decorated  in 
its  interior,  or  having  more  extensive 
apartments.”  This  beautiful  saloon 
was  made  a work-shop  under  Montilla, 
aud  in  1832  was  mutilated  by  the  cor- 
poration of  Granada,  who  employed  a 
dauber,  one  Muriel,  to  put  up  some 
paltry  things  for  a fete  given  to  the 
Infante  Francisco  de  Paula,  for  which 
the  Moorish  decorations  were  ruth- 
lessly broken.  The  entrance  to  this 
Sala  passes  under  some  most  elaborate 
engrailed  arches  with  rich  intersecting 
ornaments ; observe  the  Oriental  me- 
thod of  hanging  the  doors.  Above  is 
an  upper  story  with  latticed  windows, 
through  which  the  “ dark-eyed,”  or 
Hauras  of  the  Hareem,  could  view  the 
fetes  below,  themselves  unseen  and 
guarded,  the  idols  of  a secret  shrine, 
treasures  too  precious  to  be  gazed  upon 
by  any  one  but  their  liege  lord.  This 
virffHpov  and  rvvaiKfiov  is  precisely  si- 
milar in  construction  to  those  used  still 
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in  the  East  and  in  Tetuan.  At  the 
end  of  the  Sala  is  a charming  -window 
looking  into  the  Patio  de  Linderaja, 
which  Charles  V.  disfigured  with  his 
brick  additions.  This  Ventana  and  its 
alcove  were  the  boudoir  of  the  Sultana, 
on  which  poetry  and  art  exhausted 
their  efforts ; all  the  varieties  of  form 
and  colour  which  adorn  other  portions 
of  the  Alhambra  are  here  united.  The 
inscriptions,  to  those  who  do  not  under- 
stand Arabic,  appear  to  be  only  beauti- 
ful and  complex  scroll-work ; while  to 
the  initiated  they  sing  “ Praise  to  God ! 
Delicately  have  the  fingers  of  the  artist 
embroidered  my  robe  after  setting  the 
jewels  of  my  diadem.  People  com- 
pare me  to  the  throne  of  a bride ; yet  I 
surpass  it  in  this,  that  I can  secure  the 
felicity  of  those  who  possess  me.  If 
any  one  approach  me  complaining  of 
thirst,  he  will  receive  in  exchange  cool 
and  limpid  water,  sweet  without  ad- 
mixture.” 

Such  is  the  Alhambra  in  its  decayed 
and  fallen  state,  nnvisited  save  by 
the  twittering  martlet,  who,  like  the 
stranger,  comes  with  the  spring  and 
flies  away  with  the  last  smile  of  sum- 
mer ; now  it  is  but  the  carcase  of  what 
it  was  when  vivified  by  a living  soul ; 
now  it  is  the  tomb,  not  the  home,  of  the 
Moor.  It  may  disappoint  those  who, 
fonder  of  the  present  and  a cigar  than 
of  the  past  and  the  abstract,  arrive 
heated  with  the  hill,  and  are  thinking 
of  getting  back  to  an  ice,  a dinner,  and 
a siesta.  Again,  the  nonsense  of  an- 
nuals has  fostered  an  over-exaggerated 
notion  of  a place  which  from  the  dreams 
of  boyhood  has  been  fancy-formed  as 
a fabric  of  the  Genii.  Few  airy  castles 
of  illusion  will  stand  the  prosaic  test 
of  reality,  and  nowhere  less  than  in  ! 
Spain.  But  to  understand  the  Alham- 
bra, it  must  be  lived  in,  and  beheld  in  ! 
the  semi-obscure  evening,  so  beautiful 
ofitself  in  the  South,  and  when  ravages 
are  less  apparent  than  when  flouted 
by  the  gay  day-glare.  At  twilight 
it  becomes  entirely  a vision  of  the  past ; 
daylight  dispels  the  dreamy  haunted 
air,  and  we  begin  to  examine,  measure, 
and  criticise,  while  on  a stilly  summer 
night  all  is  again  given  up  to  the  past 
and  to  the  Moor ; then,  when  the  moon, 


Dian’s  bark  of  pearl,  floats  above  it 
in  the  air  like  his  crescent  symbol, 
the  tender  beam  heals  the  scars,  and 
makes  them  contribute  to  the  senti- 
ment of  widowed  loneliness.  The  wan 
rays  tip  the  filigree  arches,  and  give 
a depth  to  the  shadows,  and  a misty 
undefined  magnitude  to  the  saloons 
beyond,  which  sleep  in  darkness  and 
silence,  broken  only  by  the  drony 
flight  of  some  bat.  The  reflections  in 
the  ink-black  tank  glitter  like  sub- 
aqueous silver  palaces  of  Undines ; as 
we  linger  in  the  recesses  of  the  windows, 
below  lies  Granada,  with  its  busy  hum, 
and  the  lights  sparkle  like  stars  on  the 
obscure  Albaicin  as  if  we  were  looking 
down  on  the  reversed  firmament.  The 
baying  of  the  dog  and  the  tinkling  of 
a guitar,  indicating  life  there,  increase 
the  desolation  of  the  Alhambra.  Then, 
in  proportion  as  all  here  around  is 
dead,  do  the  fancy  and  imagination 
become  alive.  The  halls  and  courts 
seem  to  expand  into  a larger  size : the 
shadows  of  the  cypresses  on  the  walls 
assume  the  forms  of  the  dusky  Moor, 
revisiting  his  lost  home  in  the  glimpses 
of  the  moon,  while  the  night  winds, 
breathing  through  the  unglazed  win- 
dows and  myrtles,  rustle  as  his  silken 
robes,  or  sigh  like  his  lament  over  the 
profanation  of  the  unclean  infidel  and 
destroyer. 

The  Alhambra  hill  is  about  2690 
feet  long  by  730  feet  in  its  widest  part ; 
the  walls  average  30  feet  high  and  6 
feet  thick:  it  is  shaped  like  a grand 
piano,  with  the  point  to  the  Torre  de 
la  Vela ; it  is  entirely  girdled  with 
walls  and  towers.  Leaving  the  palace 
by  a small  door  at  the  hall  of  justice, 
is  an  open  space,  on  which,  a few 
years  ago,  was  a fine  Moorish  tank* 
now  filled  up  with  rubbish  by  galley- 
slaves.  To  the  r.  is  a small  Alameda, 
and  the  parish  church,  La  Santa  Maria , 
built  in  1581,  by  Juan  de  Vega,  which 
was  turned  into  a magazine  under 
Sebastian! ; on  the  S.  side,  let  into  the 
wall,  is  a very  curious  Gothic  stone, 
which  was  found  in  digging  the  found- 
ations, recording  the  restoration  of 
three  churches  by  one  Gudilla ; observe 
the  use  of  servulos  operario*,  instead 
of  the  ablative,  as  an  early  instance  of 
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the  change  taking  place  in  gramma- 
tical Latinity.  Following  the  outer  wall 
to  the  1.  is  the  Casa  del  Observatorio, 
so  called  from  its  mirador,  or  Casa 
Sanchez,  from  having  been  the  dwell- 
ing of  a poor  but  honest  peasant  of 
that  name.  It  was  once  most  pic- 
turesque, inside  and  outside,  and  be- 
loved by  every  artist,  but  in  1837  it 
was  ruined  by  a barbarian  empleado ; tb 
this  was  attached  a Moorish  Mezquita, 
which  is  now  isolated  in  the  garden 
below,  of  which  the  mihrab,  or  holy 
niche  for  the  Koran,  is  most  elaborate. 
Near  this  a modern  mosque  has  been 
erected,  or  rather  a sort  of  caricature 
summer-house,  which  is  admired  by  the 
natives,  and  this  even  in  the  Alhambra ! 
here  also  among  weeds  lie  the  two 
Moorish  lions,  which  formerly  were  in 
the  Casa  de  Moneda. 

Continuing  lower  down  is  the  Moor- 
ish postern  gate.  La  Torre  del  Pico, 
but  the  machicolations  are  of  the  time 
of  the  Catholic  sovereigns.  The  French 
intended  to  blow  this  tower  up,  as  a 
parting  legacy ; the  holes  made  by 
their  miners  yet  remain,  and  prove 
their  good  intentions,  but  the  procrasti- 
nation of  their  agent,  Farses,  saved  the 
building.  From  this  gate  a path, 
crossing  the  ravine,  leads  up  to  the 
General  i/e ; return,  however,  to  the 
Casa  Sanchez.  In  the  garden  oppo- 
site was  the  house  of  the  Conde  de 
Tendilla,  the  first  Alcaide  of  the  Al- 
hambra ; it  no  longer  exists.  The 
fruit  grown  on  this  spot  is  especially 
exquisite.  The  Ivones  of  the  gallant 
Tendilla  were  placed  under  the  high 
altar  in  the  adjoining  convent  of  Fran- 
ciscans, founded  by  himself ; these 
Sebastiani  scattered  to  the  winds,  mak- 
ing the  place  a barrack  for  Polish 
lancers;  here  the  body  of  the  Great 
Captain  was  placed  until  removed  to 
San  Jeronimo;  and  here  also,  under 
the  two  engrailed  Moorish  arches, 
long  rested  the  coffins  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  until  their  sepulchre  in 
the  cathedral  was  finished:  pillaged 
and  desecrated  by  the  French,  this 
convent  has  been  turned  into  a maga- 
zine by  the  Spaniards. 

The  grand  mosque  of  the  Alhambra 
stood  near ; it  was  built  in  1308  by 


| Mohammed  III.,  and  is  thus  described 
by  lbnu-1-Khattib: — Itis  “ornamented 
with  Mosaic  work,  and  exquisite  tra- 
cery of  the  most  beautiful  and  intricate 
, patterns,  intermixed  with  silver  flowers 
! and  graceful  arches,  supported  by  in- 
numerable pillars  of  the  finest  polished 
marble  ; indeed,  what  with  the  solidity 
of  the  structure,  which  the  -sultan  in- 
spected in  person,  the  elegance  of  the 
design,  and  the  beauty  of  the  propor- 
tions, tLe  building  has  not  its  like  in 
this  country ; and  1 have  frequently 
heard  our  best  architects  say  that  they 
had  never  seen  or  heard  of  a building 
which  can  be  compared  to  it.”  This, 
continues  Gayangos,  was  in  very  good 
preservation  until  the  ruthless  occupa- 
tion of  the  French,  when  it  was  entirely 
destroyed. 

Turning  hence,  again,  to  the  walls, 
visit  La  Tone  de  las  Infantas,  once  the 
residence  of  the  Moorish  princesses, 
now  of  squalid  poverty  ; to  the  1.  are  two 
other  towers,  called  those  of  del  Candil 
and  de  las  Cautivas ; the  former  con- 
tains elegant  arches  and  delicate  Tark- 
ish.  Continuing  to  the  r.  is  the  corner 
tower,  de  la  Aqua  ; here  an  aqueduct, 
stemming  the  most  picturesque  ravine, 
supplies  the  hill  with  water.  The 
French  blew  np  this  and  the  next 
tower ; had  they  succeeded,  as  they 
wished,  in  destroying  the  aqueduct,  the 
Alhambra  would  have  become  again  a 
desert.  Other  towers,  injured  by  these 
destroyers.now  intervene  between  "Los 
Siete  Suelos,”  the  seven  stories,  or  the 
former  grand  gate  by  which  Boabdil 
went  out,  descending  to  the  Xenil  by 
the  Puerto  de  los  Molinos:  hence  it  was 
afterwards  walled  up,  as  being  a gate 
of  bad  omen.  This  is  a pure  Oriental" 
ism.  So  likewise,  when  princes  came 
in,  “ This  gate  shall  be  shut,  it  shall 
not  be  opened,  no  man  shall  enter  in  by 
it  ” (Ezek.  xliv.  2).  All  was  wantonly 
blown  up  by  the  French.  The  walls 
were  14  ft.  thick,  but  what  can  with- 
stand “villainous  saltpetre?”  What- 
ever escaped  was  by  lucky  accident, 
and  now  the  ruins  of  six  towers,  their 
embroidery  and  porcelain,  testify  what 
they  once  were ; all  this  quarter,  with 
the  Moorish  palace  of  the  Mufti  and 
La  Casa  de  las  Viudas,  was  levelled 
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by  Sebastiani  to  make  an  exercising- 

f round  for  his  soldiers.  Passing  the 
'uerta  del  Carril,  by  which  carriages 
enter  the  Alhambra,  the  circuit  is  com- 
pleted. 

To  visit  the  General  if e.  pass  out  at 
the  Puerto  del  Pico ; to  the  1.  are  the 
remains  of  the  stables  of  the  Moorish 
guard.  A deep  and  romantic  ravine 
now  divides  the  hill  of  the  Alhambra 
from  the  Sierra  del  Sol.  Ascending 
amid  figs  and  vines  is  the  Generalife 
— Jennatu-l-’arif,  the  “garden  of  the 
architect,”  of  whom  Isma’il-Ibn-Faraj, 
the  sultan,  purchased  the  site  in  1320. 
This  mountain  villa,  Senectutis  nidulus, 
now  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Campo- 
tejar,  of  the  Grimaldi  Gentili  family. 
He  is  an  absentee,  living  at  Genoa,  and 
the  real  owner,  as  usual,  is  the  admi- 
nistrador.  This  is  a villa  of  waters ; 
the  canal  of  the  Darro  here  empties  its 
fall  virgin  stream ; it  boils  through  the 
court  under  evergreen  arches,  while  an 
open  colonnade  overlooks  the  Alham- 
bra, no  longer  looking  like  a filigree 
boudoir,  but  a grand  sombre  solid  mass 
of  fortress.  The  paltry  chapel  is  not 
worth  visiting;  the  living-rooms  are 
at  the  head  of  the  court,  but  the  inmates 
and  furniture  are  in  miserable  contrast 
with  Moorish  forms  and  colour.  Ob- 
serve the  arches  and  arabesques ; here 
are  some  bad  and  apocryphal  portraits ; 
one  of  El  Rey  Chico  is  dressed  like 
Francis  I.  in  yellow  and  black  fur,  and 
has  an  inoffensive  look— a man  fitter 
to  lose  than  win  a throne ; also  a bad 
portrait  of  the  Great  Captain,  in  black 
and  gold : ditto  of  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella. Observe  the  genealogical  tree 
of  the  Grimaldi ; the  founder.  Cidi 
Aya,  a Moorish  infante,  aided  Ferdi- 
nand at  the  conquest,  and  became  a 
Christian  by  the  name  of  Don  Pedro ; 
here  also  is  his  son  Alonso,  trampling 
like  a renegado  on  Moorish  flags  ; the 
sword  of  the  Key  Chico  was  the  greatest 
cariosity  of  the  house.  Visit  the 
cypresses,  the  “ trysting-place”  of  the 
Sultana : which  are  enormous,  and  old 
as  the  Moors ; the  frail  Zoraya  is  said 
to  have  been  discovered  under  them, 
with  her  lover,  the  Abencerrage ; but 
this  is  a calumny  of  Romanceros,  and 
they  are  false  witnesses,  like  the  “ Holm 


' and  Mastick”  of  the  chaste  Susanna. 

1 The  guides,  however,  point  them  out, 
exactly  as  the  myrtles  at  Trcezene, 
under  which  Phmdra  became  ena- 
| moured  of  Hippolytus,  were  shown  in 
; the  days  of  Pausanias  (i.  22,  2). 

Behind  them  is  a raised  garden,  with 
flights  of  Italian  steps,  perforated  with 
fountains ; ascendiug  are  some  remains 
of  Moorish  tanks,  and  among  them  the 
well-built  Algibe  de  la  Lluvia,  with  its 
stupid  story  of  Don  John  of  Austria’s 
thirsty  troops : the  palace  of  Los  Alix- 
ares  has  disappeared ; indeed,  whatever 
escaped  the  Spaniard  has  been  swept 
away  by  the  Gaul.  On  the  top  of  the 
hill  is  the  Moor’s  chair,  la  Silla  del 
Moro ; here  are  the  ruins  of  a Moorish 
building  and  of  the  Spanish  chapel 
of  Santa  Elena,  which  the  French 
clambered  up  to  overturn  ; the  view  is 
splendid,  and  never  can  be  defiled  or 
destroyed.  Return  to  Granada  by  the 
Generalife  and  the  cypress  avenue; 
thence,  over  an  unifrigated  and  there- 
fore tawny  waste,  to  the  Campo  Santo 
or  burial-ground.  Those  who  dislike 
cemeteries  may,  on  leaving  the  Gene- 
ralife avenue,  turn  to  the  r.  by  the 
public  gardens  to  the  convent  de  los 
Martires.  Although  the  locality  is 
most  apposite  and  suggestive, — what 
would  it  be  if  Granada  belonged  to  the 
English  ? — the  garden  is  in  shameful 
neglect,  which  indeed  may  be  said  of 
all  the  beautiful  sites  near  this  and 
most  other  towns  in  Spain. 

The  curious  Mazmorras  on  the  plat- 
form have  been  covered : these  arti- 
ficial excavations  are  remnants  of  the 
Moor,  and  things  of  most  remote  an- 
tiquity; the  modern  Moorish  term  is 
metamor ; and  matmorra  in  Arabic 
means  “ a prison,”  for,  like  the  Xcuckoi 
of  the  Athenians,  herein  were  guarded 
either  corn  or  convicts.  The  miserable 
dungeons  of  the  Inquisition  at  Seville 
were  called  Mazorras.  These  grana- 
ries were  invented  in  Egypt.  Such 
were  the  “ storehouses”  of  J oseph  (Gen. 
xli.  56).  The  use  of  them  passed 
thence  into  Thrace,  Africa,  and  Spain. 
Consult  Pliuy,  * N.  H.’  xviii.  30,  and 
Varro, 4 R.  R.’  i.  57.  In  these  Syros, 

povs,  grain  was  preserved  for  more 
than  fifty  years ; they  were  admirably 
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contrived  for  concealment  during  the 
forays  of  invaders  (Hirt.  ‘Bell.  Afr,’ 
65).  At  Burjasot,  near  Valencia,  they 
are  still  called  Sihs,  probably  a cor- 
ruption of  the  ancient  name,  since 
Scilo  in  Basque  signifies  an  “ excava- 
tion they  are  lined  with  a cement, 
like  the  Moorish  water- tanks. 

The  convent  dr.  los  Mart  ires  has 
been  recently  sequestered,  and  is  des- 
tined to  be  pulled  down  for  the  sake 
of  its  materials.  The  garden,  with 
its  little  aqueduct,  is  pretty.  Next 
visit  the  barranco  or  ravine  behind  it, 
where  gipsies  live  in  troglodyte  bur- 
rows, amid  aloes  and  prickly  pears. 
The  dark  daughters  of  Moultan  sit  in 
their  rags  under  their  vines,  while 
their  elfin  brats  beg  of  a stranger  an 
ochavico.  Hence  to  the  Campo  del 
Principe — the  parish  church  of  San 
Cecilio  is  said  to  have  been  a Mosara- 
bic  one,  and  may  ring  its  bell  on  Good 
Friday,  when  all  other  belfries  are 
mute — and  to  Santo  Domingo,  a fine 
convent  recently  converted  into  the 
Museo.  This  is  a collection  of  unmi-  ; 
tigated  rubbish.  Granada  never  had 
much  fine  art : the  best  specimens  of 
plate  and  pictures  were  soon  missing 
en  el  tiempo  de  los  Franceses  ; the  mid- 
dling was  appropriated  by  private  re-  1 
formers  during  the  recent  changes  in 
1836-8 ; and  the  dross  reserved  for  the 
public  benefit.  Sebastiani  employed  , 
Argote  as  his  jackal,  from  whose  lips 
we  received  the  details : — first,  el  An- 
gel was  visited,  and  the  nuns  turned  ' 
out ; the  plate  was  plundered  and  the  j 
convent  pulled  down.  Then  disap-  1 
peared  El  Nino  Pastor,  by  Murillo, 
and  the  1 9 Alonso  Canos,  which  Cean 
Bermudez’s  dictionary  had  pointed 
out  Soon  14  more  Canos  were  found 
missing  from  Santa  Catalina  de  Zafra. 
The  “ Mystical  Marriage,”  by  Atanasio  \ 
Bocauegra,  was  left  behind  by  the 
judicious  foragers ; so  were  the  “ Per- 
secutions of  the  Carthusians  by  Henry 
VIII.  in  1535,”  of  the  Cartuja.  These 
martyrdoms  were  represented  in  Spa- 
nish Cartujas,  to  give  a hideous  cha- 
racter to  the  dreaded  reformation. 
In  the  museo  are  some  pictures  by  a 
lay  monk  named  Cotan ; the  Retablo 
and  an  enamelled  oratory  of  the  Great 
Sp. 


Captain ; some  carving  by  Mora  and 
Risueiio,  pupils  of  Cano.  The  fine 
Canos,  once  in  San  Diego,  have  also 
disappeared,  and,  were  it  not  for 
the  Cathedral,  the  Granada  school 
must  now  be  looked  for  anywhere 
rather  than  in  its  native  home.  Next 
visit  the  convent  gardens,  and  espe- 
cially the  Cuarlo  Real,  which  was  a 
royal  Moorish  villa.  The  approach 
is  under  a high  embowered  archway 
of  bays  and  enormous  myrtles.  Ob- 
serve the  saloons  and  the  Azulejo, 
with  Cufic  inscriptions  in  green,  white, 
and  blue.  The  white  tiles  with  golden 
scrolls  occur  nowhere  else-  The 
painted  Turkish  was  whitewashed  by 
the  French;  this  garden  was  called  by 
the  Moors  Almanjura,  and  the  suburb 
Vib-al  Fajarin.  It  was  ceded,  April 
5,  1492,  to  Alonso  de  Valiza,  prior  of 
Santa  Ouz,  of  Avila.  Of  the  two 
gardens  thp  larger  belonged  to  Dala- 
horra,  mother  of  Muley  Hacen,  and 
the  smaller,  which  in  1615  was  built 
over  by  the  monks,  to  the  Alcalde 
Moforax.  The  original  deed  was 
copied  into  the  Libro  Becerro  of  the 
convent,  from  which  we  made  an  ab- 
stract The  “ livery  of  seisin”  was 
thus  Don  Alonso  entered  the  garden 
pavilion,  affirming  londly  that  he  took 
possession ; next  he  opened  and  shut 
the  door,  giving  the  key  to  Macafreto, 
a well-known  householder  of  Granada  ; 
he  then  went  into  the  garden,  cut  off 
a bit  of  a tree  with  his  knife,  and  dug 
up  some  earth  with  his  spade.  Such  was 
the  practice  of  Moorish  conveyancers. 

Passing  out  by  the  Puerta  del  Pes- 
cado  is  a Moorish  gateway  with  three 
arches.  Return  now  to  the  Campillo, 
the  “ little  field,”  or  space,  opposite  the 
inn,  and  the  site  of  the  monument  to 
the  unfortunate  Maria  Pineda  and  the 
actor  Isidoro  Maiquez.  The  theatre 
is  tolerable.  This  place  was  enlarged 
by  the  French,  who  took  down  a por- 
tion of  the  Moorish  citadel,  El  Bibau- 
taubin,  which  was  formerly  surrounded 
by  walls  and  towers ; one  tower  still 
exists  below  Fonda  del  Comercio, 
imbedded  in  a modern  barrack,  the 
portal  of  which  is  churrigueresque, 
and  worthily  guarded  by  statues  of 
Hogarth-like  grenadiers.  Here  is  the 
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Current  del  Darro,  or  public  walk, 
with  planted  avenues,  which  commu- 
nicates with  the  Alameda  on  the  Xe- 
nil,  and  is  much  frequented  in  the 
mornings  of  winter,  and  evenings  of 
summer. 

The  Darro  rises  from  the  hill  of 
myrtles  near  Huetor,  and  approaches 
Granada  under  the  Monte  Sacro ; so 
called  from  the  finding  certain  sacred 
bones  and  relics,  to  which  are  attributed 
the  sweetness  and  fertilizing  quality 
of  the  stream.  The  walks  on  both 
sides  of  the  swift  arrowy  Darro  up 
this  hill  are  delicious  : the  stream 
gambols  down  the  defile;  hence  its 
Arabic  name  Hadaroh,  from  Hadar , 
“ rapidity  in  flowing.”  Gold  is  found 
in  the  bed  ; whence  some,  catching  at 
the  beloved  sound,  have  derived  the 
name  Darro,  *•  quasi  dat  aurnm  and 
in  1526  a crown  was  given  to  Isabel, 
wife  of  Charles  V.,  made  from  grains 
found  in  this  Pactolus.  Here  amphi- 
bious gold-fishers  still  puddle  in  the 
eddies,  earning  a miserable  livelihood 
in  groping  for  the  precious  metal. 
The  Romans  called  the  river  Salon: 
the  gorge  through  which  it  flows  un- 
der the  Generalife  was  the  Ilamriz, 
or  “ Garden  of  Recreation,’*  of  the 
Moors,  and  was  studded  with  villas. 
The  Darro,  after  washing  the  base  of 
the  Alhambra,  flows  under  the  Plaza 
intern,  being  arched  over;  and  when 
swelled  by  rains,  there  is  always  much 
risk  of  its  blowing  up  this  covering. 
Such,  says  the  Seguiuilla,  is  the  por- 
tion which  Darro  will  bear  to  his 
bride  the  Xenil. 

“ Darro  Irene  prometido, 

El  casarse  con  Xenil 
Y le  ha  tie  llevar  en  dote. 

Plaza  nuem  y Zacatin." 

The  Moorish  Zacatin — Arabic <?  Zacca  ; 
streets,  passages — is  as  antique  as  the 
Spanish  Plaza  nueva  is  modern.  In 
summer  it  is  covered  with  an  awning, 
a toldo,  which  gives  a cool  and  tenty 
look.  At  the  respaldas,  the  Pront- 
like  houses  and  toppling  balconies  are 
so  old  that  they  seem  only  not  to  fall. 
Here  is  every  form  and  colour  of  pic- 
turesque poverty;  vines  clamber  up 
the  irregularities,  while  below  naiads 


dabble,  washing  their  red  and  yellow 
garments  in  the  all-gilding  glorious 
sunbeams.  The  Darro  reappears  at 
the  end  of  its  career  at  the  “ ('arrera," 
and  then  marries  itself  to  the  Xenil. 
This — the  Singilis  of  the  Romans,  the 
Shingil  of  the  Moor — flows  from  the 
Sierra  Nevada  through  a most  alpine 
country.  The  waters,  composed  of 
melted  snow,  are  unwholesome,  as,  in- 
deed, are  most  of  those  of  Granada, 
which  have  a purgative  tendency.  The 
Moorish  poets,  who  saw  in  the  Xenil 
the  life-blood  of  the  Vega,  the  element 
of  wealth,  compared  its  waters  to 
“ melted  gold  flowing  between  emerald 
banks.’’  “ What  has  Cairo  to  boast  of 
with  her  Nile,  since  Granada  has  a 
thousand  Niles  ?’’  The  letter  she,  sheen, 
has  also  the  numerical  value  of  a thou- 
sand. 

The  artist  will,  of  course,  trace  this 
Xenil  up  to  its  glacier  sources,  from 
whence  it  gushes,  pure,  cold,  and 
chaste.  Far  from  cities,  and  free  from 
their  drains  and  pollutions,  the  waters 
descend  through  a bosom  of  beauty, 
jealously  detained  at  every  step  by 
some  garden,  which  wooes  its  embrace, 
and  drains  off  its  affection.  The  fickle 
impatient  stream,  fretted  at  every 
stone  which  opposes  its  escape,  enters 
Granada  under  the  Antequerula,  and 
passes  El  Salon,  a fine  walk,  which 
was  much  improved  in  1826  by  Gen. 
Campana.  The  sculptural  decorations 
are,  however,  in  the  vilest  art:  never 
were  pomegranates  worse  carved  than 
in  this  Granada,  which  teems  with  real 
models,  and  once  was  celebrated  for  its 
cat  vers.  The  beauty  and  fashion  con- 
gregate on  this  Alameda,  which  is  con- 
stantly injured  by  overfloodings.  The 
Xenil  and  Darro  unite  below  it,  and, 
after  cleansing  the  town  of  its  sewers, 
are  “ sangrado’’  or  drained,  for  irriga- 
tion. The  Xenil  is  soon  increased  by 
infinite  mountain  tributaries,  and 
unites,  a noble  stream,  with  the  Gua- 
dalquivir, near  Ecija. 

There  is  not  much  else  to  be  seen  in 
Granada.  Walk  up  the  Carrera  del 
Darro,  to  the  celebrated  Plaza  de 
Vibarambla,  the  “ gate  of  the  river,” 
now — oh  ne  plus  ultra  of  bad  taste ! — 
named  after  the  Constitucion  ! id  est  the 
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preference  of  a lie  to  history.  This  gate  I 
still  exists  : the  Moorish  arch  struggles  1 
amid  modern  additions,  incongruous 
hut  not  unpieturesque.  The  old  gate 
is  called  de  las  orejas,  because  at  a fes- 
tival in  1621  the  mob  tore  off  the  ears 
of  many  ladies  to  get  the  rings ; for- 
merly it  was  called  de  los  cuchillos, 
because  here  the  police  stuck  up  the 
dagger-knives  found  on  rogues ; the 
modern  gate  is  called  de  las  cuehurras, 
of  the  spoons:  pleasant  nomenclature. 
The  quaint  Plaza  is  now  converted 
into  a market-place : one  row  of  old 
Moorish  houses, with  squarish  windows, 
yet  remains  on  the  north  side.  This  is 
the  square  so  famous  in  ballad  song  for 
the  Cahas,  or  the  Jereed,  and  the  bull- 
fightings  of  Gazul.  Here  the  pageantry 
of  Pasos  and  Corpus  Christi  are  dis- 
played ; the  members  of  the  Ayunta- 
miento  looking  on  from  their  appropri- 
ate Casas  de  los  Miradores.  Recently 
this  place  has  been  “ lighted  and  im- 
proved,” whereby  much  of  its  Moorish 
character  and  interest  is  ruined.  On 
market- days,  sorts  of  booths  and  stalls 
sire  put  up,  like  an  Arab  Douar.  The  ' 
fruit  is  very  fine,  especially  the  grapes, 
figs,  and  melons:  the  latter  are  piled  in 
heaps  like  cannon-shot ; few,  however, 
of  the  arsenals  of  Spain  can  vie  with 
this  supply  of  natural  artillery.  The 
figs  pass  all  praise,  from  the  fleshy 
purple  Breba  to  the  small  greengage- 
looking later  fruit.  The  Breba  or 
early  fig  is  here,  as  in  the  East,  thought 
unwholesome,  and  leading  to  bad  con- 
sequences (Hosea  ix.  10);  by  which 
few  transpyreuean  travellers  seem  to  be 
deterred.  Keeping  along  the  1.  side, 
enter  the  Pescaderia ; the  old  wooden 
balconies  will  delight  the  artistical  eye 
as  much  as  the  ancient  fish-like  smell 
of  the  shambles  will  offend  the  nose. 
To  the  N.  of  the  Plaza  is  the  palace  of 
the  archbishop,  whose  sermons  Gil 
Bias  was  simple  enough  to  criticise. 
The  irregular  pile  has  been  modern- 
ised, and  contaius  nothing  remarkable. 
The  cathedral  adjoins  it,  and  was  built 
on  the  site  of  the  great  mosque,  when 
the  gothic  style  was  going  out  of  fashion. 
Walk  round  it ; it  Is  by  no  means  a fine 
building,  although  the  Granadinos 
think  it  a rival  to  St.  Peter’s.  It  is 


blocked  up  by  mean  houses  and  streets : 
the  open  W.  front  is  unfinished,  while 
the  heavy  N.  tower,  of  Doric,  Ionic, 
and  Corinthian  orders,  wants  the  upper 
story  ; and  the  other  tower,  which  was 
to  have  been  its  companion,  is  not  even 
begun.  The  grand  entrance  is  divided 
by  three  lofty  lancet  recesses,  broken 
by  circular  windows;  the  cornice  is 
crowned  with  pyramidical  vases.  The 
facade  is,  moreover,  paganised  with 
grinning  masks,  rams’  horns,  and  un- 
finished festoons.  All  this  vile  sculp- 
ture is  by  local  artists,  the  twins  ae 
Rojas,  de  Uceda,  Risueno,  and  others 
not  worth  naming.  The  market  groups 
are  much  better  worth  the  painter’s 
notice. 

Walking  to  the  r.,  you  pass  the 
plateresque  front  of  the  archbishop’s 
palace,  a casa  de  ratones,  although  Le 
i Sage,  who  never  was  in  Spain,  describes 
it  as  rivalling  a king’s  palace  in  mag-, 
nificence.  There  are  a few  pictures 
inside,  which,  being  worthless,  were  not 
“ removed”  by  Monsieur  Sebastiani. 
Close  adjoining  is  the  Sagrario.  Then 
rises  the  royal  chapel,  of  the  rich 
Gothic  of  1 510.  The  Berruguete  door- 
way is  later,  and  was  built  by  Charles 
V.  Observe  the  “ St.  John,”  the  pa- 
tron of  the  Catholic  sovereigns.  Thus, 
their  eldest  son  was  called  Juan,  their 
daughter  Juana,  as  the  apostolic  eagle 
was  their  armorial  supporter,  and  their 
convents  were  dedicated  to  San  Juan 
de  los  Reyes  as  their  royal  apostle. 

The  Casas  del  Cabildo  opposite  are  in 
outrageous  churrigueresque : observe 
a truncated  Roman  pillar,  inscribed 
“ Furite  Sabinse.”  The  once  exquisite 
Gothic  house  in  the  Calle  de  la  Mesa 
redonda  has  been  recently  modernised 
by  a Goth  named  Heredia.  Turning 
to  the  1.,  enter  the  Calle  de  la  Carcel, 
“ the  prison-street ;”  the  gaunt  unshorn 
’ inmates  of  the  house,  whence  this  name, 
i quickly  will  smell  a stranger,  and  yell 
from  behind  the  grating  for  charity 
and  food  like  wild  beasts  who  have 
not  been  fed.  Opposite  is  the  Puerta 
del  Perdon,  an  unfinished  cinque-cento 
plateresque  portal  of  the  time  of  Charles 
j V.,  by  Diego  de  Siloe.  Entering  the 
cathedral  at  the  W„  the  glaring  white- 
wash is  most  offensive : this  iniquity 
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was  perpetrated  in  order  to  please 
Philip  V.  Two  doorways,  one  of  the 
Sala  Capitular  and  that  opposite,  are 
left  undetiled,  and  shame,  with  their 
sober,  creamy  tone,  the  cold  glare 
around.  The  cathedral  was  built  in 
the  pagan  Grccco- Romano  style,  just 
when  the  Christian  Gothic  was  going 
out  of  fashion.  It  was  begun  March 
15,  1529,  from  designs  of  Diego  de 
Siioe,  in  the  Corinthian  order,  but 
without  good  proportion,  either  in 
height  or  width.  The  groined  roof  of 
the  five  naves  is  supported  by  piers 
composed  of  four  Corinthian  pillars 
placed  back  to  back,  and  on  dispropor- 
tioned  pedestals.  The  enro,  as  usual, 
occupies  the  heart  of  the  centre  nave  ; 
the  trascoro  is  churrigueresque,  and 
made  up  of  red  marble,  with  black 
knobs  and  white  statues ; those  at  the 
corners,  of  heroes  and  heroines  in  Louis 
XIV.  periwigs,  were  placed  there  to 
please  Philip  V.,  and  are  truly  ridicu- 
lous. The  organ  is  plastered  with 
gilding.  The  white  and  grey  marble 
pavement  is  handsome  : the  E.  end  is 
circular : the  high  altar  is  isolated  and 
girdled  by  an  architectural  frame. 
The  admirable  Cimborio  rises  220 
feet : observe  the  noble  arch,  1 90  feet 
high,  which  opens  to  the  coro. 

The  dome  is  painted  in  white  and 
gold.  The  effigies  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  kneel  at  the  sides  of  the  high 
altar : above  and  let  into  circular  re- 
cesses are  the  colossal  heads  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  carved  and  painted  by  Alonso 
Cano ; by  him  also  are  the  seven  grand 
pictures  relating  to  the  Virgin,  whose 
temple  this  is.  They  are  her  “ Annun- 
ciation,” “ Conception,”  “ Nativity,” 

Presentation/’  “ Visitation,”  “ Puri- 
fication,” and  “ Ascension.”  They 
can  be  closely  examined  from  an  upper 
gallery,  but  then  they  seem  very 
coarsely  painted,  because  destined  to 
lie  seen  from  below,  atid  at  a distance. 
Cano  (1601,  ob.  1667)  was  a minor 
canon,  or  Racionero,  of  this  cathedral, 
which  he  has  enriched  with  the  works 
of  his  chisel  and  brush,  and  under 
whose  quire  he  lies  buried.  Observe 
by  him  an  exquisite  miniature  “ Virgin 
and  Child,”  once  placed  at  the  top  of 
the  Facistol  in  the  coro,  but  recently 


removed  for  safety  to  the  altar  of  Jesus 
Nazareno,  a precaution  not  unneces- 
sarj-,  as  the  San  Pablo  by  Ribera  was 
stolen  in  1S42:  the  child  is  inferior, 
and  possibly  by  another  hand.  By 
him  in  the  Capilla  de  la  Santa  Cruz  are 
the  heads  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  full 
of  death,  and  of  St.  Paul,  full  of  spirit; 
being  of  the  natural  size,  they,  how- 
ever, look  too  much  like  anatomical 
preparations  : the  essence  of  sculpture 
is  form,  and,  when  colour  is  added,  it  is 
attempting  too  much,  and  we  miss  the 
one  thing  wanting— life.  Over  the 
door  of  the  Sala  Capitular  is  a “Cha- 
rity,” by  Torrigiano,  executed  as  a 
sample  of  his  talent  when  he  came  to 
Granada  to  compete  for  the  “ Sepulchre 
of  the  Catholic  Sovereigns  :”  it  is  a Mi- 
chael-Angelesque  picture  in  marble. 
Among  the  paintings  observe,  in  the 
Capilla  de  la  Trinidad  and  Jesus  Na- 
zareno, three  by  Ribera — St.  Authony, 
St.  Jerome,  and  St.  Lawrence;  four 
by  Cano,  and  not  very  fine — a Saviour 
bearing  his  Cross,  St.  Augustine,  a 
Virgin,  and  a Trinidad:  the  large 
pictures  in  the  transept  are  by  Pedro 
Atanasio  Bocanegra,  a disciple  of 
Cano,  who  exaggerated  one  defect  of 
his  master — the  smallness  of  the  heels 
of  children.  Bocanegra  was  a vaiu 
man,  and  painted  pictures  larger  in 
size  than  in  merit.  Observe,  however, 
the  “ Virgin  and  San  Bernardo”  and 
the  “ Scourging.” 

In  the  Capilla  de  San  Miguel,  the 
first  to  the  r.  on  entering,  is  a fine 
melancholy  Cano,  called  “ La  Virgen 
de  la  Soledad.”  This  chapel  was  de- 
corated with  marbles,  in  1804,  by 
Archbishop  Juan  Mannel  Moscoso  y 
Peralta,  and  finished  in  the  fatal  1808. 
One  of  the  best  of  Spain’s  great  pre- 
lates, this  good  mau  expended  his 
large  private  fortune  in  works  of  piety 
and  beneficence.  He  was  brutally 
treated  by  Sebastiani,  who  “ removed  ” 
his  fine  pictures  and  melted  his  superb 
gold  custodia;  but  fortunately  his 
magnificence  in  this  chapel  was  not 
wholly  displayed  in  metallics.  The 
single  slab  of  the  altar  was  brought 
from  Maeael : the  red  marbles  came 
from  Luque:  the  four  serpentine  pil- 
lars from  the  Barranca  de  San  Juan 
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(see  p.  158).  The  geologist  will  also 
remark,  in  the  Camilla  de  la  Virgen 
del  Pilar , which  is  exactly  opposite 
that  of  San  Miguel,  some  singular 
pillars  brought  From  Loja  by  Arch- 
bishop Galvan.  This  chapel  is  much 
frequented  from  its  multitude  of  indul- 
gences and  privileges. 

Behind  the  equestrian  figure  of 
Santiago,  and  too  high  up  to  be  well 
seen,  is  a Florentine  copy  of  a Virgin 
and  Child,  painted  by  St.  Luke,  which 
was  given  to  Isabella  by  Innocent 
VIII.,  and  before  which  mass  is 
said  every  January  2nd,  the  day  of 
the  conquest  of  Grauada,  when  it  is 
lowered  for  public  adoration.  In  the 
Capilla  de  la  Antigua  are  two  curious 
portraits  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella, 
copied  by  Juan  de  Sevilla  after  Rineon  ; 
the  light  is  bad,  and  these  historical 
ems  are  sadly  neglected,  that  of  the 
ing  having  a hole  in  it.  They  are 
represented  kneeling  at  prayers  under 
rich  canopies ; the  king  is  clad  in 
armour,  the  queen  in  a blue  and  rno- 
roon  cloak.  Reds  are  the  prevalent 
colours,  and  the  style  is  Venetian. 

The  image  of  the  Virgin  is  very 
sacred:  of  the  time  of  the  Goths,  it 
revealed  itself  miraculously  at  Avila, 
and  was  brought  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  to  the  siege  of  Granada,  and 
set  up  at  San  Sebastian.  In  the  de- 
tached Sa crist ia  is  a charming  “ Con- 
cepcion,” carved  by  Cano,  with  his 
peculiar  delicate  hands,  small  mouth, 
full  eyes,  and  serious  expression ; also 
by  him,  in  the  Oratorio,  is  a “ Virgin'' 
in  blue  drapery,  and  very  dignified, 
and  his  exquisite  carved  “ Virgin  and 
Child.” 

The  Capilla  de  tos  lieges  is  placed 
between  the  Sagrario  and  Sacristia , 
and  is  the  gem  of  the  cathedral.  The 
rich  Gothic  portal,  having  escaped  the 
Bourbon  whitewash,  contrasts  with 
the  glare  around.  It  is  elaborately 
wrought  with  emblems  of  heraldic 
pride  and  religious  humility.  The  in- 
terior is  impressive ; silence  reigns  in 
this  chamber  of  the  dead,  and  accords 
with  the  tender  sentiment  which  the 
solemn  Gothic  peculiarly  inspires. 

This  royal  chapel,  like  that  of  St. 


Ferdinand  at  Seville,  is  independent  of 
the  cathedral,  and  has  or  had  its  sepa- 
rate chapter  and  eighteen  chaplains. 
It  is  divided  into  two  portions.  The 
Coro  alto  is  adorned  with  the  shields 
and  badges  of  the  Catholic  sovereigns. 
The  superb  Jiya,  of  iron,  partly  gilt, 
was  made,  in  1522,  by  el  Maestro 
Bartolome',  whose  name  is  near  the 
keyhole. 

On  each  side  of  the  high  altar 
kneel  carved  effigies  of  the  king  and 
queen,  which  are  very  remarkable, 
being  exact  representations  of  their 
faces,  forms,  and  costumes : behind 
Ferdinand  is  the  victorious  banner  of 
Castile,  while  the  absorbing  policy  for 
which  both  lived  and  died — the  con- 
quest of  the  Moor  and  the  conversion 
of  the  infidel — are  embodied  behind 
them  in  singular  painted  carving?, 
which  have  been  attributed  to  Felipe 
Vigarny,  and  are  of  the  highest  anti- 
quarian interest.  In  that  which  repre- 
sents the  surrender  of  the  Alhambra, 
Isabella,  on  a white  palfrey,  rides  be- 
tween Ferdinand  ana  third  king,  “the 
great  cardinal  ” Mendoza ; he  is  on 
his  trapped  mule,  like  Wolsey,  and 
alone  wears  gloves ; his  pinched  aqui- 
line face  contrasts  with  the  chubbiness 
of  the  king  and  queen.  He  opens  his 
hand  to  receive  the  key.  which  the 
dismounted  Boabdil  presents,  holding 
it  by  the  wards.  Behind  are  ladies, 
knights,  and  halberdiers,  while  cap- 
tives come  out  from  the  gates  in  pairs. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  in  Spain  can  be 
more  curious.  The  other  basso-re- 
lievo records  the  “ Conversion  of  the 
Infidel.”  The  reluctant  flock  is  bap- 
tised in  the  wholesale  by  shoru  monks. 
Observe  the  costumes : the  mufflers 
and  leg-wrappers  of  the  women — the 
Roman fascia — are  precisely  those  still 
worn  at  Tetuan  by  their  descendants, 
who  thus,  as  Orientals  do  not  change 
stockings  or  fashions,  corroborate  the 
truth  of  these  monuments. 

In  the  centre  of  the  chapel  are  two 
magnificent  sepulchres,  wrought  at 
Genoa  by  Peralta,  so  it  is  said,  in  de- 
licate alabaster ; on  these  are  extended 
their  marble  figures,  and  those  of  their 
next  successors.  Ferdinand  and  Is*- 
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bella  slumber  side  by  side,  life’s  fitful 
fever  o’er,  in  the  peaceful  attitude  of 
their  long  and  happy  union  ; they  con- 
trast, the  ruling  passion  strong  in 
death,  with  the  averted  countenances 
of  Juana,  their  weak  daughter,  and 
Philip,  her  handsome  but  worthless 
husband.  Observe  carefully  the  de- 
tails of  these  urnas  and  the  ornaments:  | 
in  that  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  the 
four  doctors  of  the  church  are  at  the 
corners,  and  the  twelve  apostles  at  the 
sides:  Ferdinand  wears  the  Garter,] 
Isabella  the  Cross  of  Santiago.  Their 
faces  are  portraits:  their  costume  is 
very  simple.  Analogous  is  the  urna 
of  Philip  of  Rurguudy  and  Juana  la 
Loca — crazy  Jane.  They  are  both 
gorgeously  attired : he  wears  the 

Golden  Fleece.  The  decorations  are  , 
cinque-cento,  and  some  of  the  sculp-  ' 
tured  children  are  quite  Raphaelesque. 

These  royal  sepulchres  are  superb. 
The  statue  of  Isabella  is  admirable ; 
her  smile  is  as  cold  and  her  look  as 
placid  as  moonlight  sleeping  on  snow : 

“ in  quests  forms 

l’assa  la  bells  donna  e par  che  dorms." 

She  died  indeed  far  from  Granada,  but 
desired  to  be  buried  here,  in  the 
brightest  pearl  of  her  crown.  The 
sentiment  is  truly  touching,  and  the 
effect  aimed  at  is  fully  produced:  the 
subject  is  the  Christian’s  death,  who, 
stretched  on  the  tomb,  has  yet  the 
hope  of  another  and  a better  life. 
She  was  the  Elizabeth  of  Spain,  the 
brightest  star  of  an  age  which  pro- 
duced Ximenez,  Columbus,  and  the 
Great  Captain,  all  of  whom  rose  to 
full  growth  under  her  smile,  and 
withered  at  her  death.  She  is  one  of 
the  most  faultless  characters  in  history, 
one  of  the  purest  sovereigns  who  ever 
graced  or  dignified  a throne,  who,  “ in 
all  her  relations  of  queen  or  woman,” 
was,  in  the  words  of  Lord  Bacon,  “ an 
honour  to  her  sex  and  the  corner-stone 
of  the  greatness  of  Spain.” 

For  the  true  character  of  the  Catholic 
sovereigns  consult  Prescott’s  excellent 
work,  or  Shakspere,  who,  understand- 
ing human  character  by  intuition,  thus 
justly  describes  Ferdinand  : — “ The 
wisest  king  that  ever  ruled -tu  Spain  :” 


and  makes  Henry  VIII.,  when  de- 
scribing the  virtues  of  his  ill-fated 
Katherine,  thus  portray  her  mother 
Isabella : — 

“ If  thy  rare  qualities,  sweet  gentlenew. 

Thy  meekness,  saint-like,  wil'e-like  govern- 
ment, 

Obeying  in  commanding,  and  thy  parts 
Sovereign  and  pious,  else  could  speak  thee  out 
The  Queen  of  earthly  Queeni  l" 

Next  descend  into  their  last-resting- 
place  ; a low  door — mind  your  head — 
leads  down  to  the  vault,  a small  space, 
as  Charles  V.  said,  for  so  much  great- 
ness. The  royal  coffins  are  rude  and 
misshapen,  plain  and  iron-girt;  but 
they  are  genuine,  and  have  never  been 
riHed  by  Gaul  or  Ghoul,  like  those  of 
Leon  and  elsewhere.  The  ashes  of 
the  royal  conqueror  have  never  been 
insulted,  nor  have  the  “ dead  been  un- 
plumbed to  furnish  missiles  of  death 
against  the  living.”  The  letter  F. 
marks  that  of  Ferdinand.  The  religio 
loci  and  sepulchral  character  is  in- 
jured by  some  modem  churrigueresque 
stucco-work. 

Thus  the  earthly  remains  of  pru- 
dence, valour,  and  piety  moulder 
alongside  of  those  of  vice,  imbecility, 
and  despair.  These  sad  relics  of  de- 
parted majesty,  silent  witnesses  of  long 
bygone  days,  connect  the  spectator  with 
the  busy  period  which,  heightened  by 
the  present  decay  of  Spain,  appears  in 
the  “ dark  backward  of  time  ” to  be 
rather  some  abstract  dream  of  romance 
than  a chapter  of  sober  history ; but 
these  coffius  make  the  past  and  present 
real ; and  everything  at  Granada,  art 
and  nature  alike — the  Alhambra,  the 
battle-field  Vega,  the  snowy  Sierra, 
towering  above,  tnore  lofty  and  en- 
during than  the  pyramids — form  the 
comnipn  monuments  and  the  best  his- 
tories of  these,  the  true  founders  of 
their  country’s  greatness.  Then  it  was, 
in  the  words  of  an  eye-witness,  “that 
Spain  spread  her  wings  over  a wider 
sweep  of  empire,  and  extended  her 
name  of  glory  to  the  far  antipodes.” 
Then  it  was  that  her  flag,  on  which 
the  sun  never  6et,  was  unfolded,  to  the 
wonder  and  terror  of  Europe,  while  a 
new  world,  boundless  and  richer  than 
the  dreams  of  avarice,  was  cast  into 
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her  lap,  discovered  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  old  world  was  becoming  too 
confined  for  the  outgrowth  of  the 
awakened  intellect,  enterprise,  and 
ambition  of  mankind. 

Among  other  relics  which  are  shown 
in  the  sacristia  of  this  chapel,  and 
which  were  bequeathed  by  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  are  the  royal  standards 
used  at  the  conquest,  and  the  sword  of 
the  king ; observe  its  singular  semi- 
circular guard:  also  a plain  silver-gilt 
crown,  a Gothic  cross,  two  pixes  (one 
Gothic),  an  exquisite  enamelled  viril, 
the  finest  thing  of  the  kind  in  Spain, 
and  the  queen’s  own  “ missal,”  which 
is  placed  on  the  high  altar  on  the  an- 
niversary of  the  conquest : it  was 
finished  by  Francisco  Florez  on  Mon- 
day, July  18,  1496:  it  contains  690 
pages : one  of  the  best  of  the  illumi- 
nations is  the  “ Crucifixion,”  p.  313, 
a chasuble  embroidered  by  Isabella. 
Observe  also  a small  “ Adoration  of  the 
Kings,”  by  Emmeling  of  Bruges,  and 
in  a chapel  to  the  r.  a singularly  an- 
cient picture,  probably  of  Fernando 
Gallegos,  the  Van  Eyk  of  Spain : the 
centre,  the  “ Descent  from  the  Cross,” 
has  been  mutilated  by  barbarians,  who 
have  driven  nails  in  it  to  support  a 
crucifix.  A darkish  passage  connects 
this  royal  chapel  with  the  Stigmrio, 
which  was  the  original  mosque ; here 
is  hung  the  portrait  of  Hernando  de 
Pulgar,  the  knight  who,  during  the 
siege,  rode  into  Granada,  and  affixed 
a taper  and  the  “ Ave  Maria”  on  the 
doors  of  this  mosque,  a feat  which  is 
Charged  on  his  shield.  While  alive 
he  was  allowed  the  honour  of  sitting 
in  the  coro,  and  at  his  death  was  bu- 
ried in  the  tomb-house  of  royalty. 

The  Saipario  itself  is  a monstrous 
jumble  of  churrigueresque,  costly  in 
material  and  poor  in  design.  The 
pillars  are  too  low  and  the  altars 
tawdry.  The  “ San  Jose,”  by  Cano, 
is  hung  too  high  to  be  well  seen. 
Here  lies  the  good  Fernando  de  Tala- 
vera,  the  first  archbishop,  obt.  May 
14,  1507.  Tendilla,  the  first  Alcaide 
of  the  Alhambra,  raised  his  tomb,  and 
inscribed  it  “ Amicus  Amico." 

On  leaving  the  cathedral  enter  the 
Zacatin,  the  “ shopping-street”  of  now 


I decayed  Granada : to  the  1.  is  the  Al- 
caiseria , which  has  been  restored  since 
the  fire  in  July, 1843 ; previously  it  was 
an  identical  Moorish  silk-bazaar,  with 
small  Tetuan-like  shops,  and  closed 
at  night  by  doors.  Half-way  down 
the  Zacatin  cross  the  Darro  over  a 
bridge  to  the  Cusa  del  Carbon.  This 
Moorish  palace  was  built  very  early 
in  1070  by  I3adis,  and  was  used,  it  is 
said,  by  the  brother  of  Boabdil  as  a 
stable : now  it  is  degraded  into  a den 
of  beggars,  Carboneros,  and  their  char- 
coal. The  archway  is  very  rich.  Ad- 
joining is  the  house  of  the  Duque  de 
Abruntes,  by  whose  w ife  this  Moorish 
residence  was  some  years  ago  modern- 
ised and  whitewashed.  Below  is  a 
subterranean  passage,  said  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Alhambra:  this  hi? 
incurious  grace  blocked  up  without 
any  previous  examination.  This  gran- 
dee possesses  much  land  in  the  Vega: 
one  farm  was  bought  of  the  Infanta 
Fatima  in  1495  for  4000  reals,  and  is 
now  worth  a million.  His  Arabic 
title-deeds  deserve  the  notice  of  con- 
veyancing amateurs. 

The  Zacatin  is  filled  with  silyer- 
smiths ; at  the  end  is  the  Plaza  nueva 
and  the  Chancilleiia,  or  Court  of 
Chancery,  with  its  handsome  fayade, 
built  in  1584,  by  Martin  Diaz  Na- 
varro, after  designs  of  Juan  de  Her- 
rera. Here  resides  the  Captain  Gene- 
ral. The  court,  since  recent  alterations, 
is  no  longer  what  it  formerly  was, 
when  it  was  the  sole  grand  tribunal 
of  appeal  for  the  S.  half  of  Spain.  The 
Audiencia.  has  now  a jurisdiction  over 
1,214,124  souls.  The  number  tried 
in  1844  was  4434,  being  about  one  in 
273.  Pursuing  the  course  of  the  Darro 
turn  to  the  1.,  near  a half-broken 
Moorish  arch,  which,  stemming  the 
torrent,  connected  the  Alhambra  hill 
with  the  Moorish  Mint.  This  Casa 
de  la  Moneda  was  opposite  “ Jm  Pu- 
risima  Concepcion turned  by  the 
Spaniards  into  a prison,  it  was  pulled 
down  in  1844:  there  was  a curious 
Arabic  inscription  over  the  door.  In 
the  Calle  del  Banuelo,  No.  30,  is  a 
Moorish  bath  with  horseshoe  arches ; 
it  is  entered  from  the  back,  and  is 
quite  a picture,  although  now  only 
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used  by  women  who  wash  linen  and 
not  themselves.  One  of  the  first  laws 
after  the  conquest  of  the  Catholic 
sovereigns  was  to  prohibit  bathing  by 
fine  ana  punishment.  {Recop.  viii.  2, 
2»-) 

Passing  the  elegant  tower  of  Santa 
Ana , we  reach  the  Alameda  del  Darro  ; 
a bridge  leads  up  to  the  Puerto  de  los 
Molinvs,  and  also  to  the  1.  up  to  the 
Fxtente  de  Ion  Avellanos , which  is  by 
some  considered  to  be  the  Aynu-1- 
adamar,  the  “ fountain  of  tears.”  Those 
who  do  not  cross  the  bridge  may  con- 
tinue to  ascend  to  the  Monte  Sacro, 
where  a gross  trick  was  played  off  in 
1588  on  the  Archbishop  de  Castro,  who 
founded  a college  on  the  site  of  some 
discoveries  of  forged  relics,  and 
marked  the  spots  by  crosses.  A folio, 
Discursos  sobre  la  Certidumbre , was 
published  at  Granada  in  1601,  by  Gre- 
gorio Lope  Madera,  to  prove  their  un- 
doubted genuineness ; and  in  the  last 
century  Echevarria  made  an  attempt 
to  revive  the  forgeries,  whereupon  the 
learned  canon  Bayer  managed  to  have 
a commission  of  inquiry  appointed 
by  Charles  III.  The  report  is  indeed 
a curious  ‘Blue  Book’  ( Razon  del 
.Tuicio  seguido  en  la  ciudud  de  Granada, 
ante  Don.  Manuel  Doz ; folio,  Mad. 
1781),  from  which  it  appears  that 
Alonso  de  Castillo  and  Miguel  de 
Luna,  two  notorious  impostors,  forged 
the  writings  and  hid  the  bones  and 
lead  vessels  both  here  and  in  the 
Torre  Turpiana ; these  they  soon  dug 
np,  and  then  revealed  the  rare  dis- 
covery to  the  prelate,  who  actually 
employed  the  very  originators  of  the 
trick  to  decipher  the  unknown  cha- 
racters. They  professed  to  relate  to 
San  Cecilio,  since  the  patron  of  Gra- 
nada, then  a deaf  and  dumb  boy,  who, 
having  been  cured  by  a miracle,  came 
to  Spain,  and  there  went  blind.  His 
sight  was  restored  by  wiping  his  eyes 
with  the  Virgin’s  handkerchief,  for 
which  relic  Philip  II.  sent,  when  ill 
in  1595.  Some  of  these  vouchers  for 
the  cure  of  San  Cecilio  were  written  in 
Spanish ; and  Aldrete,  the  antiquarian, 
narrowly  escaped  being  burnt  for  say- 
ing that  the  Spanish  language  did  not 
exist  in  the  first  century. 


Descending  again  to  the  Alameda 
del  Darro,  turn  up  the  Culle  de  la 
Victoria  to  the  Casa  Chapis  on  the  r. 
hand,  a now  degraded  but  once  beau- 
tiful Moorish  villa.  Observe  the  patio, 
the  galleries,  and  the  enriched  window, 
which  open  towards  the  Alhambra ; 
now  ascend  to  the  Albaicin,  and  visit 
the  church  of  San  Nicolas  for  the 
view.  This  saint  is  the  patron  of 
robbers,  schoolboys,  and  portionless 
virgins,  but  his  church  was  broken 
into  by  some  worthless  thieves,  men 
without  honour;  whereupon  ‘‘Old 
Nick”  drove  them  out  with  his  crosier. 
The  miracle  represented  in  a rude 
picture  is  hung  here  as  a notice  to 
trespassers.  One  of  the  confessionals 
was  lined,  when  we  were  last  there, 
with  a French  paper  of  Venus,  Cupid, 
and  flowers.  The  Albaicin,  busy  and 
industrious  under  the  Moor,  is  now 
the  abode  of  idleness  and  poverty : it 
still  retains  its  own  circuinvallation, 
and  many  of  the  Moorish  houses  of 
the  humble  refugees  from  Baeza  still 
remain  here  unchanged. 

Passing  out  at  a portal  another  ra- 
vine is  crossed,  beyond  which  is 
another  suburb,  also  walled  iu  by  long 
lines,  which  terminate  at  San  Miguel 
el  alto.  The  French  burnt  this  chapel 
and  sanctuary,  but  the  glorious  views 
remain,  which  they  could  not  destroy. 
The  long  line  of  wall  which  runs  up 
to  this  height  is  called  I. a Cerca  del 
Obispo,  because  raised  by  Don  Gon- 
zalo,  the  captive  Bishop  of  Jaen,  as  his 
ransom. 

Turning  to  the  1.  we  descend  into 
Granada  by  a ravine;  to  the  r.  was 
the  ancient  Moorish  Casa  del  Gallo, 
which  was  pulled  down  iu  1817  to 
build  a tile-manufactory  ; it  was  a 
look-out  guard-post : the  weathercock 
indicated  watchfulness— “ fore-warned, 
fore-armed.”  The  vane  was  an  armed 
Moor,  whose  lance  veered  with  the 
wind. 

“ Dire  el  Sabio  jibes  Hnbvz 

Quo  asi  ae  ha  de  guardar  el  Andalux 

This  was  a charmed  talisman,  and  its 
being  taken  down  by  the  Moors  was 
thought  to  have  entailed  the  Christian 
triumph. 
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Crossing  the  defile  the  walls  of  the 
Albaicin  may  be  re-entered  by  a 
Moorish  gate,  above  which  is  another, 
called  La  Puerta  de  Monai/ma.  This 
fine  masonry  tower  overlooks  the  en- 
trance to  Granada  and  the  Puerta  de 
Elvira,  which  has  been  barbarously 
repaired. 

Opposite  is  an  open  space  ; in  the 
centre  is  El  Triunfo,  with  a statue  of 
the  Virgin  by  Alonso  de  Mena,  near 
which  executions  take  place.  Here, 
in  May,  1831,  Maria  Pineda,  a lady 
Of  birth  and  beauty,  was  strangled : 
her  crime  was  the  finding  in  her 
house  an  embroidered  constitutional 
flag.  She  was  generally  thought  to  be 
guiltless,  and  that  the  evidence  of 
treason  was  placed  in  her  house  by 
some  agent  of  Ramon  Pedroza,  a low 
empleado  of  Granada,  whose  addresses 
she  had  rejected.  Her  body,  in  1836, 
was  raised  and  carried  in  state  to  the 
Ai/untamieiito ; and  on  the  anniversary 
of  her  execution,  the  sarcophagus  is 
taken  in  solemn  procession  to  the  ca- 
thedral, where  an  impressive  requiem 
is  performed.  A statue  is  talked 
about,  and  the  vile  model  in  plaster 
by  one  Gonzalez  is  in  the  Museo ; no 
ship’s  figure-head  can  be  worse. 

Next  visit  the  Cartuja  convent,  a 
little  way  out  of  the  town  to  the  r. 
Before  the  French  arrived  it  was  most 
rich  in  works  of  art,  piety,  and  value ; 
Sebastiani,  having  first  pillaged  and 
desecrated  everything,  made  it  into  a 
magazine;  then  disappeared  the  pillars 
of  silver,  and  the  fine  pictures  by  Cano : 
now  it  is  suppressed.  The  doors  of 
the  chapel  are  beautifully  inlaid  with 
ebony  and  tortoiseshell : the  sanctuary 
is  paved  with  a rich  marble  pattern  in 
black  and  white.  Observe  the  Azttlejo 
in  the  cloisters,  a cupola  by  Palomino, 
but  everything  now  is  fast  hastening 
to  ruin.  Those  who  have  leisure 
may  pursue  their  ride  or  walk  to 
Visuar,  a villa  of  the  archbishop, 
which  is  deliciously  situated  aud 
overlooks  the  Vega. 

Returning  to  the  Plaza  del  Triunfo, 
at  the  corner  is  the  Hospital  de  los 
Locos,  founded  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  and  one  of  the  earliest  of  all 
lunatic  asylums.  It  is  built  in  the 


! transition  style  from  the  Gothic  to 
the  plateresque,  having  been  finished 
by  Charles  V.  The  initials  and  badges 
of  all  parties  are  bleijded.  Observe 
the  patio  and  the  light  lofty  pillars. 
The  interior  is  clean,  but  totally  devoid 
of  good  management ; all  the  lunatics, 
except  those  who  are  locked  up  be- 
cause dangerous,  are  allowed  to  asso- 
ciate together : there  seems  to  be  no 
attempt  adopted  to  promote  their  re- 
covery. At  the  upper  end  of  this  Plaza 
is  the  bull-fight  arena,  and  near  it 
“ Las  eras  de  Cristo,”  “ the  threshing- 
floor  of  Christ.”  In  the  adjoiniug 
Calle  de  San  Lazaro  is  a large  hos- 
pital, and  a true  lazar-house.  Re- 
tracing our  steps  to  the  Calle  de  San 
Juan  de  Dios,  visit  the  hospital  founded 
by  this  saint  himself.  Juan  de  Robles 
was  a truly  philanthropic  aud  good 
man  : from  his  preaching  the  necessity 
of  founding  hospitals  he  was  shut  up 
as  a madman,  aud  his  jaula  or  cage  is 
still  shown  at  the  Hospital  el  Real : he 
died  in  1550,  and  was  cauonised  in 
1630  by  Urban  VIII.  Consult  his 
‘ Biograjia'  by  Francisoo  de  Castro, 
8vo.  Granada,  16 13,  and  printed  again 
at  Burgos,  1621.  Over  the  entrance 
is  his  statue  by  Mora,  in  the  usual  at- 
titude in  which  he  is  painted  and 
carved,  namely,  that  in  which  he  died 
— on  his  knees  and  holding  a crucifix. 
His  body  was  kept  in  an  urna , with 
pillars  and  canopy  of  silver,  all  of 
which  was  melted  by  Sebastiani,  who 
“ removed  **  the  best  pictures.  The 
hospital  has  two  courts ; the  outer  has 
a fountain  and  open  galleries;  the 
inner  is  painted  With  the  saint’s  mi- 
racles : in  one  he  tumbles  from  his 
horse,  and  the  Virgin  brings  him 
water;  in  another,  when  sick,  the 
Virgin  and  St.  Johu  visit  him,  wiping 
his  forehead.  In  the  W.  angle  of  the 
outer  court  over  a staircase  is  a fine 
artesonado  ceiling. 

Hence  to  San  Jeronimo , This  once 
superb,  but  now  desecrated  convent, 
was  begun  by  the  catholic  sovereigns 
in  1496,  The  chapel  was  designed  by 
Diego  de  Siloe;  left  incomplete,  the 
building  was  finished  by  the  widow  of 
the  Great  Captain.  On  the  exterior  is 
a tablet  supported  by  figures  of  Fort\> 
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tude  and  Industry,  inscribed  “Gon-  ' it  might  be  raised  to  the  rank  of  Captain 
salvo  Ferdinaudo  de  Cordoba  magno  , General.  The  city  was  honoured  with 
Hispanorum  duci,  Gallorum  ac  Tur-  the  title  Heroica,  because  its  mob  as- 
corum  Terror! below  are  his  arms,  j sisted  Concha  to  hunt  his  brother-in- 


with  soldiers  as  supporters.  The  grand 
patio  is  noble,  with  its  elliptical  arches 
and  Gothic  balustrades.  The  chapel 
is  spacious,  but  suffered  much  in  the 
earthquake  of  1804.  The  Retablo  of 
four  stories  bore  the  armorial  shields 
of  Gouzalo.  The  effigies  of  the  Cap- 
tain and  his  wife  knelt  on  each  side 
of  the  high  altar,  before  which  he  was 
buried:  the  epitaph  is  simple  and 
worthy  of  his  greatness : — “ Gonzali 
Fernandez  de  Cordova,  qui  propria 
virtute  magni  ducis  nomen  proprium 
sibi  fecit,  ossa  perpetual  tandem  luci 
restituenda  huic  interea  loculo  credita 
sunt,  gloria  minime  consepulta.”  This 
convent  was  pillaged  by  the  French, 
who  insulted  the  dead  lion’s  ashes,  be- 
fore whom,  when  alive,  their  ancestors 
had  always  fled.  Serrano  gives  the 
details,  p.  255.  They  tore  down  the 
Sacristia  for  the  sake  of  the  wood,  and 
destroyed  the  tower  in  order  to  use  the 
materials  in  building  a bridge  over  the 
Genii ; they  carried  off  the  Great  Cap- 
tain’s sword  and  pulled  down  his  ban- 
ners. The  final  ruin  of  the  monument 
of  artistical  and  military  greatness 
dates  from  domestic  revolutionists  and 
Vandals.  At  the  suppression  of  con- 
vents in  1 836  a mob  broke  in,  robbed 
and  destroyed  everything  the  Gaul 
had  spared;  even  the  bones  of  the 
Great  Captain  and  his  wife  were  dug 
up  and  cast  out  a la  Fran  false  ; the 
building  was  then  made  a barrack 
for  cavalry. 

We  are  now  approaching  the  aristo- 
cratieal  portion  of  Granada,  and  the 
Culle  de  la  Tablus.  Here  the  Conde 
de  Luque  has  a fine  mansion.  There  is 
not  much  else  to  be  seen  in  Granada. 
The  churriguercsque  San  -at/ustias, 
on  the  Darro  walk,  has  12  apostles 
carved  by  Pedro  Cornejo,  and  a rich 
jasper  Camarin.  under  which  is  the 
miraculous  image,  la  Patrona  de 
Granada , which  came  from  Toledo  of 
its  own  accord.  Christina,  in  1846, 
gave  it  a crown  of  gold  as  an  offering 
of  gratitude  for  its  having  dethroned 
Espartero,  and  the  town  petitioned  that 


law  Espartero  out  of  Spain,  and  it 
was  permitted  to  add  to  its  shield  the 
banner  of  Castile,  waving  from  the 
Torre  de  la  Vela.  Near  San  Fran- 
cisco is  a quaint  old  house,  La  Casa 
de  Tiros,  with  a facade  of  soldiers  and 
projecting  arms.  The  convent,  de- 
molished by  Seba6tiani,  was  rebuilt, 
and  is  now  the  post-office.  Another 
house  worth  looking  at  is  the  Casa  de 
Castril,  near  the  San  Pedro  y Pablo , 
with  good  cinque-cento  ornaments  in- 
side and  out,  after  designs  of  Diego 
de  Siloe,  1539.  There  are  sundry 
tales  about  the  motto,  Esperandola , &c.t 
not  worth  recording.  In  Santa' Cata- 
lina de  Zafra  is  a tolerable  picture  of 
the  marriage  of  the  tutelar,  by  Alonso 
Cano.  Visit  by  all  means  the  San 
Juan  de  los  Reyes.  Observe  the  tower ; 
this  was  the  first  Moorish  mosque  con- 
secrated by  the  Archbishop  Ferdinand 
de  Talavera : here  Isabel  attended 
mass,  gave  the /ft-taMo  and  the  portraits 
of  herself  and  husband  by  Antonio 
Rincon,  the  Mabuse  of  Spaiu.  These, 
beyond  doubt,  are,  or  were,  among  the 
most  interesting  pictures  of  Granada, 
although  altogether  unappreciated  or 
uncared  for  by  the  Granadiuos.  They 
probably  are  the  originals  to  which 
Cean  Bermudez  alludes  (Dice.  iv. 
198),  mistaking  this  church  for  the 
convent  of  the  similar  name  at  Toledo 
(compare  Ponz.  Viaje,  i.  Lett.  4).  In 
the  Calle  de  Elvira  is  the  fountain  del 
Toro,  attributed  to  Berruguete,  which 
is  a libel  on  that  eminent  artist. 

EXCURSIONS  NEAR  GRANADA. 

These  are  numerous  and  full  of  in- 
terest to  the  historian,  artist,  and  geo- 
logist. The  Englishman,  be  his  pur- 
suits what  they  may,  will  first  visit 
the  Soto  de  Roma,  not  that  it  has 
much  intrinsic  interest  beyond  that 
reflected  on  it  by  its  illustrious  owner. 
This  property  lies  about  3 L.  from 
Granada,  and  is  bounded  to  the  W. 
by  the  Sierra  de  Elvira,  which  rises 
like  a throne  of  stone  over  the  car- 
peted Vega ; a spring  of  water,  how- 
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ever,  gushes  from  this  rocky  alembic, 
and  is  good  for  cutaneous  complaints. 
Near  AtarJ'e  are  some  remains  of  the 
ancient  city  llliberis( seep.  124).  Here 
the  celebrated  Council  was  held  about 
the  year  303,  at  which  Osius  of  Cor- 
dova presided  over  19  Spanish  bi- 
shops. The  81  canons  breathe  a 
merciless  anathema  and  death,  worthy 
of  the  land  of  the  ftiture  Inquisition. 
The  crimes  and  penalties  give  an  in- 
sight into  the  manners  of  the  age. 
The  canons  are  printed  in  Pedraza, 
217.  The  early  councils  and  canons 
of  Spain  are  most  curious;  the  best 
edition  of  them  is  the  ‘ Collectio 
Maxima Jose  Saenz  de  Aguirre,  folio, 
4 vols.  Roma,  1693-4;  or  the  new 
edition,  folio,  C vols.  Roma,  Jos.  Cata- 
lani,  1763. 

This  hill  possesses  a mournful  fame 
in  Spanish  history  from  the  defeat  of 
the  Infantes  Pedro  and  Juan.  They 
had  advanced  against  the  Moors  with 
“numbers  that  covered  the  earth.” 
After  much  vainglorious  boasting 
they  retired,  and  were  followed,  June 
2G,  1319,  by  about  5000  Moorish  ca- 
valry. They  were  entirely  put  to 
rout:  50,000  are  said  to  have  fallen, 
with  both  the  Infantes.  The  body  of 
Don  Pedro  was  skinned,  stuffed,  and 
put  over  the  gate  of  Elvira ; many 
princes  were  slain,  and  among  them 
the  Lord  of  llkerinterrah,  or  Eng- 
land, just  as  Lord  Macduff  was 
wounded  at  the  very  similar  affair  of 
Ocafia.  This  disaster  was  amply 
avenged  21  years  after  by  Alonso  XI. 
at  Tarifa,  and  again  by  Juan  II., 
or  rather  Alvaro  de  Luna,  who  here, 
in  June,  1431,  defeated  the  Moors. 
The  battle  is  generally  called  de  la 
lliyueruladrom  the  little  fig-tree  under 
which  the  king  bivouacked:  of  .this 
engagement  there  is  a most  curious 
drawing  at  the  Escorial. 

The  Soto  de  Roma  is  so  called,  either 
from  the  “ Wood  of  Pomegranates,” 
or  more  probably  from  the  village 
Roma,  Ruma,  which,  in  the  time  of  the 
Moors,  was  inhabited  by  Christians, 
Rum,  Ramil ; it  is  situated  on  the  Xe- 
nil,  and  is  liable  to  constant  injuries 
from  its  inundations.  The  estate  was 
an  appanage  of  the  kings  of  Granada, 


and  was  granted  in  1492  by  Ferdinand 
to  the  Seiior  Alarcon,  to  whom  were 
committed  as  prisoners  both  Fran- 
9018  I.  and  Clement  VII.  His  ‘ Co- 
mentarios,'  folio,  Madrid,  1665,  de- 
tail services  of  58  years.  Thus,  the 
brightest  pearl  in  the  coronets  of  the 
first  and  last  soldier  proprietors  was 
earned  from  the  broken  diadem  of 
France.  The  Soto,  on  the  failure  of 
the  Alarcon  family,  was  resumed  by 
the  crown,  and  henceforward  granted 
to  court  favourites.  Charles  III.  gave 
it  to  Richard  Wall,  his  former  prime 
minister.  This  Irish  gentleman  lived 
here  iu  1776.  Before  he  came  here 
the  house  was  in  ruins,  and  the  lands 
neglected,  the  fate  of  most  absentee 
properties  in  Spain,  but  Wall,  although 
S3  years  old,  put  everything  into  per- 
fect order.  Charles  IV.,  after  his  death, 
granted  the  estate  to  the  minion  Godoy. 
At  the  French  invasion  Joseph,  “ qui 
faisait  bien  ses  affaires,”  secured  it  to 
himself.  The  victory  of  Salamanca 
proved  a flaw  in  the  title,  whereupon 
the  Cortes  granted  the  estate  to  the  able 
practitioner  who  settled  the  reconvey- 
ance ; and  this  is  one  of  the  few  of  their 
grants  which  Ferdinand  VII.  con- 
finned,  but  very  reluctantly:  our  Duke 
holds  it  by  eicritura  de  posesion,  in 
fee  simple,  and  unentailed.  It  con- 
tains about  4000  acres,  and  was  cele- 
brated for  its  pheasants  that  Charles 
V.  had  introduced,  and  which  were 
destroyed  in  the  time  of  the  French. 
The  value  of  this  estate  has  been  enor- 
mously magnified  in  Spain ; first  from 
habitual  “ ponderacion,”  theu  from  a 
desire  to  exaggerate  the  national  gift, 
and  lastly  from  not  knowing  what 
they  are  talking  about 

In  1814  Sir  Henry  Wellesley  ap- 
pointed as  manager  the  Contador  of 
the  Marquis  de  Alcaniqes ; the  report 
of  its  annual  value,  then  returned  by 
Senor  Aquilar  y Coude,  was  “from 
700  to  800  dollar s,"  the  real  being 
20,000;  but  the  object  was  to  cajole 
the  Duke  out  of  a profitable  lease.  He, 
however,  intrusted  the  affair  to  Ge- 
neral O’Lawlor,  an  Irish  gentleman 
in  the  Spanish  service,  who,  as  aide-  | 
de-camp,  had  stood  at  the  conqueror’* 
side  in  all  his  glorious  fields,  and  is 
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honourably  mentioned  in  the  Dis- 
patches passim.  He  had  not  taken 
possession  of  the  “ Soto  ” 3 days  be- 
fore the  tenants  presented  petitions  to 
Madrid  “ impugning  the  right  of  the 
Cortes  to  grant  the  property  to  a 
foreigner they  well  knew  that  the 
idd  robbery  system  would  be  changed, 
the  rents  exacted,  and  not  settled,  as 
usual  in  Spain,  between  the  tenant  and 
the  “ unjust  steward.”  The  petitioners 
were  all  forthwith  ejected,  and  have 
since  abused  the  credulity  of  the  Pen- 
insula with  lies.  Thus,  said  they,  the 
“ Soto  is  worth  at  least  a million,”  until 
in  Spain  and  out  of  Spain  it  was  con- 
sidered an  Eldorado.  In  sober  reality, 
the  land  itself  is  poor,  and  the  house, 
this  so-called  “palace,”  in  England 
wottld  not  pass  for  a decent  manor- 
farm. 

The  whole  property,  in  1815,  pro- 
duced about  300U1.  a-year;  it  then 
declined,  in  common  with  all  other 
estates  in  the  Vega,  in  which,  in  1814, 
wheat  sold  at  60  to  70  reals  the  fanega, 
and  oil  at  85  reals  the  arroba.  In 
1833  wheat  sank  to  30  and  35  reals, 
and  oil  to  30  and  35  reals.  Since  the 
recent  changes  everything  has  got 
worse,  and  the  rents  have  decreased 
and  the  burdens  increased.  Under 
Ferdinand,  the  conditions  of  the  grant 
were  respected : under  tke  liberal  con- 
stitution, every  right  was  violated. 
The  estate  was  tithe-free,  but,  when 
the  church  revenues  were  “ appro- 
priated,” a full  tithe  was  exacted  for 
lay  coffers.  The  Duke  always  has  re- 
ceived a better  proportionate  rent 
than  the  neighbouring  proprietors,  the 
Dukes  of  Abrantes  and  of  San  Lorenzo, 
and  (teste  the  latter)  simply  because 
he  was  not  robbed.  O'Lawlor  put 
everything  into  repair  : — twice,  there- 
fore, does  the  “ Soto  ” owe  its  restora- 
tion to  Irish  care.  From  being  Deputy 
Captain-General  of  the  province,  he 
was  enabled  to  do  for  the  estate  what 
none  but  “ one  in  authority  ” and  on 
the  spot  could  have  done ; without  this 
the  Duke  would  long  ago  have  been 
cheated  out  of  the  whole  property,  as 
he  assuredly  eventually  will  be ; yet, 
even  with  all  this  local  protection,  the 
wheel-within- wheel  of  Spanish  chi- 


canery scarcely  could  be  regulated. 
In  vain  did  Ferninand  VII.,  in  defer- 
ence to  repeated  complaints,  order 
justice  to  be  done.  A sou-in-law  of  a 
Granadine  president,  being  interested 
in  the  Junta  of  the  Xenil  irrigation, 
set  the  king  at  defiance.  Meanwhile 
envy,  backed  by  avarice,  circulated 
every  evil  report  against  O’Lawlor; 
“ Esta  atesorando ,”  he  is  making  his 
fortune,  was  the  universal  cry ; and 
as  most  Spanish  administradores  in  his 
place,  which  they  coveted,  would  have 
done  so,  the  belief  in  the  lie  was  com- 
mensurate. El  ladron  piensa  que  todos 
son  de  sit  condicion — the  thief  judges 
of  others  by  himself. 

In  truth,  O’Lawlor  has  been  a loser 
by  the  situation,  which  he  held  from 
pure  love  and  respect  to  his  great 
master.  No  Spanish  government  dared 
to  promote  him  in  the  army  or  make 
him  the  Captain-General,  while  they 
feared  his  supposed  wealth  and  - in- 
fluence. O’Lawlor,  prudent  for  others, 
and  economical  in  his  habits,  by  an 
early  investment  of  part  of  his  rich 
wife’s  fortune  in  the  most  profitable 
lead-mines  of  Berja,  has  reaped  the  re- 
ward of  order  and  wise  speculation.  He, 
like  his  master,  has  long  treated  with 
contempt  the  floating  calumnies  of  the 
“ smaller  deer,”  as  cosas  de  Espa  fia  ; 
but  when  they  were  published  by 
Lord  Londonderry,  whose  chivalrous 
character  is  a sufficient  guarantee  that 
his  ear  had  been  poisoned  with  in- 
correct accounts,  he  sent,  through  the 
Duhe,  who  has  always  known  his  man, 
such  an  uuansweralde  answer  as  be- 
came the  soldier  and  the  gentleman. 
When,  in  consequence  of  his  advanced 
age,  he  gave  up  his  honourable  charge, 
then  only  in  1846  was  he  made  a 
Lieutenant-General — Alava,  his  col- 
league, having  been  promoted  in  1814 ! 

The  rambling  old  mansion  at  the 
Soto  contains  nothing  worth  seeing, 
the  greengages  in  the  garden  excepted. 
The  visitor,  if  on  horseback,  may  cross 
the  Xenil — that  is,  if  there  be  no  flood 
— and  return  to  Granada  by  the  now 
decayed  agricultural  village  Santa  FtT, 
the  town  built  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella  while  besieging  Granada.  The 
miserable  spot  was  much  shattered  by 
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an  earthquake  in  1807.  Here  the 
capitulation  of  Grauada  was  signed, 
and  the  original  deed  is  at  Simancas. 
It  was  dated  at  this  town  of  “ sacred 
faith,”  as  if  in  mockery  of  the  Punic 
perfidy  with  which  every  stipulation 
was  subsequently  broken.  It  was 
from  Santa  F€  that  Columbus  started 
to  discover  the  New  World,  and  also 
to  find,  when  success  had  rewarded 
his  toils,  every  pledge  previously 
agreed  upon  scandalously  disregarded. 

A8CENT  OF  THE  SIERRA  NEVADA. 

The  lover  of  alpine  scenery  should 
by  all  means  ascend  the  Sierra  Nevada. 
The  highest  peak  is  the  Mulahacen,  so 
called  from  Boabdil’s  father.  The  next 
is  El  Picacho  de  la  Veleta,  the  “ watch- 
point,”  which  appears  to  be  loftier, 
because  nearer  to  Granada,  and  of  a 
conical,  not  a rounded  shape.  This 
eternal  rampart  of  the  lovely  vega  is 
very  impressive : the  sharp  mother-of- 
pearl  outline  cats  the  blue  sky  ; clear 
and  defined,  yet  mysteriously  distant, 
size,  solitude,  and  sublimity  are  its 
characteristics.  The  adventurous  are 
inspired  to  scale  the  heights  and  win 
the  favours  of  this  cold  beauty,  and 
she  will  be  melted  by  such  daring. 
The  distauce  to  this  point  is  about  20 
miles,  and  may  be  accomplished  in 
nine  hours.  Those  who  start  in  the 
night  may  return  the  next  day.  The 
author  has  been  up  twice;  sleeping 
the  first  time  al  fresco  near  the  sum- 
mit, and  the  second  at  the  Cortijo  del 
Puche,  when  a delicate  English  lady 
and  a grave  ambassador  composed  the 
party.  The  greater  part  of  the  ascent 
may  be  ridden ; for  the  Net  eras,  who 
go  nightly  up  for  snow,  have  worn 
with  their  mules  a roadway. 

Leaving  Granada,  aud  crossing  the 
Xenil,  a charming  view  of  the  city  is 
obtained  from  San  Antonio.  Thence 
skirting  the  Cueeta  de  la  VTaca,  an 
hour  and  a half's  ride  leads  to  the 
Puente  de  log  Castanos,  and  another 
hour  and  a half  to  the  Puche,  where 
the  mountain  is  cultivated.  Near 
here  is  El  Barranca  de  Viboras,  the 
viper  cleft : these  snakes  enjoy  a me- 
dicinal reputation  second  only  to  those 
of  Chiclana.  Passing  El  Dornajo,  an 


alpine  jumble  of  rocks,  we  mount 
above  the  lower  ranges^  of  the  pin- 
nacles, and  now  the  true  elevation  of 
the  Picacho  begins  to  become  manifest, 
and  seems  to  soar  higher  in  propor- 
tion as  we  ascend.  The  next  stage  is 
lag  Piedras  de  San  Francisco,  whose 
black  masses  are  seen  from  below 
resting  on  the  snowy  bosom  of  the 
Alp.  Now  commence  the  Ventisqueros, 
or  pits  of  snow,  from  which  the  moun- 
tain is  seldom  free,  as  patches  remain 
even  in  the  dog-days.  These,  which, 
when  seen  from  below,  appear  small, 
and  like  white  spots  on  a lion’s  hide, 
are,  wheu  approached,  vast  fields.  At 
El  Prevesin  is  a stone  enclosure,  built 
up  by  the  Neveros  as  an  asylum 
during  sudden  storms ; and  here  the 
first  night  may  be  passed,  either  as- 
cending to  the  summit  in  3 hours,  to 
see  the  sun  set,  and  then  returning,  or 
mounting  early  to  see  the  sun  rise,  a 
sight  which  no  pen  can  describe.  The 
night  passed  on  these  heights  is  pierc- 
ing cold — “ the  air  bites  shrewdly 
but  with  a “ provend  ” of  blankets, 
and  of  good  Vino  de  Baza,  it  will  kill 
no  one.  While  beds  are  making  for 
man  and  beast,  the  foragers  must  be 
sent  to  collect  the  dry  plants  and  dead 
underwood,  of  which  such  a bonfire 
can  be  made  as  will  make  the  Grana- 
dians below  think  the  Picacho  is  going 
to  be  a volcano,  probatum  est.  No 
diamonds  ever  sparkle  like  the  stars 
on  the  deep  firmament,  seen  from 
hence,  at  midnight,  through  the  rare- 
fied medium.  After  the  Prevesin  be- 
gins the  tug  of  war.  For  the  first  hour 
there  is  a sort  of  road,  which  may  be 
ridden  ; the  rest  must  be  done  on  foot. 
The  effects  produced  by  the  rarity  of 
the  air  on  the  lungs  and  body  are  not 
felt  while  seated  on  a mule ; but  now 
that  muscular  exertion  is  necessary, 
a greater  straiu  is  required  than  when 
in  a denser  atmosphere.  The  equili- 
bration of  air,  which  supports  the  bones 
as  water  does  the  fish,  is  wanting,  aud 
the  muscles  have  to  bear  the  additional 
weight ; hence  the  exhaustion. 

The  Picacho  is  a small  platform 
over  a yawning  precipice.  Now  we 
are  raised  above  the  earth,  which, 
with  all  its  glories,  lies  like  an  opened 
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map  at  our  feet:  when  the  vapours 
ascend  from  the  ocean,  they  are  spread 
out  beneath  like  a sea,  out  of  which 
the  black  pinnacles  of  lower  moun- 
tains emerge  like  islands ; when  the 
thunder-storms  roll  below'  your  feet, 
you  look  down  even  on  the  lightnings. 
Now  the  eye  travels  over  the  infinite 
space,  swifter  than  by  railroad,  com- 
prehending it  all  at  once.  On  one 
hand  is  the  blue  Mediterranean  lake, 
with  the  faint  outline  even  of  Africa 
in  the  indistinct  horizon.  Inland, 
jagged  sierras  rise  one  over  another, 
the  barriers  of  the  central  Castiles. 
The  cold  sublimity  of  these  silent 
eternal  snows  is  fully  felt  on  the  very 
pinnacle  of  the  Alps,  which  stands  out 
in  friendless  state,  isolated  like  a 
despot,  and  too  elevated  to  have  any- 
thing in  common  with  aught  below. 
On  this  barren  wind-blown  height  ve- 
getation and  life  have  ceased,  even 
the  last  lichen  or  pale  violet,  which, 
blooming  like  beauty  on  the  verge  of 
ruin,  wastes  its  sweetuess  wherever 
a stone  offers  shelter  from  the  snow  ; 
thousands  of  winged  insects  lie  frozen 
in  this  shroud,  each  in  its  little  cell, 
having  thawed  itself  a grave  with  its 
last  warmth  of  life.  In  the  scarped 
and  soil-denuded  heights  the  eagle 
builds  ; she  must  have  mountains  for 
her  eyrie.  Here  she  reigns  unmo- 
lested on  her  stony  throne ; and  lofty 
as  are  these  peaks  above  the  earth, 
these  birds,  towering  above,  mere 
specks  in  the  blue  heaven, 

“ Yet  higher  still  to  light's  first  source  aspire, 
With  eyes  that  never  blink,  and  wings  that 
never  tire.” 

To  the  botanist  this  sierra  is  un- 
rivalled. The  herbal  of  Spain  was 
always  celebrated  (Pliny,  * N.  H.’ 
xxv.  8).  The  vegetation  commences 
with  the  lichen  and  terminates  with 
the  sugar-cane.  At  the  tails  of  the 
snow-fields  the  mosses  germinate,  and 
from  these  the  silver  threads  of  new- 
born rivers  issue.  The  principal 
heights  of  the  Alpujarras  chain  are 
thus  calculated  by  Rojas  Clemente : — 

Feet. 

ttcacho  Mulahacen  • . *12,762 

Pieacho  He  la  Veleta  • • . 12,460 

Cerro  de  la  Alcazaba  • • • 12,300 


Feet. 

Cerro  de  loe  Machos  • • .12,138 
Cerro  de  la  Caldera  • • • 10,9o8 
Cerro  de  Tajos  altoa  . . .10,840 
Picon  de  Jere*  . . . . . 10,100 

The  geologist  may  take  a pleasant 
day’s  riue  to  the  quarries  from  whence 
the  green  serpentine  is  obtained. 
They  lie  under  the  Picacho  de  la  Veleta, 
and  belong  to  the  Marquis  de  Mon- 
dejar. Ascend  the  charming  valley 
of  the  Xenil  to  Senes,  1 L. : thence  to 
Pinos,  1 L. ; and  to  Huecar , 1 L. 
Here,  where  vast  quantities  of  silk- 
worms are  reared,  while  the  dinner  is 
getting  ready  at  some  private  house 
(bring  the  materials  with  you),  ride 
up  the  defile  to  the  Barranco  de  San 
Juan,  lii  L.,  taking  a Huecar  guide. 
The  greeu  masses  lie  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream.  Return  to  Huecar,  and  let 
both  men  and  beasts  dine. 

Another  morning  ride  will  be  over 
the  cricket-looking  grounds,  Los  Llanos 
de  Annilla,  to  Alhendin,  and  thence  by 
the  Padul  road  to  some  sandy  knolls, 
where,  from  want  of  water,  all  is  a 
desert,  tawny  and  rugged  as.  the  few 
goats  which  there  seek  a scanty  pas- 
turage. Granada  now  ceases  to  be 
seen,  and  hence  the  spot  is  called  El 
ultimo  suspiro  del  Moro,  for  here  Bo- 
abdil,  Jan.  2,  1492,  sighed  his  last 
farewell.  The  banner  of  Santiago 
floated  on  lus  red  towers,  and  all  was 
lost.  Behind  was  an  Eden,  like  the 
lories  of  his  past  reign ; before,  a 
esert,  cheerless  as  the  prospects  of  a 
dethroned  king.  Then,  as  tears  burst 
from  his  water-filled  eyes,  he  was  re- 
proached by  ’Aveshah,  his  mother, 
whose  rivalries  had  caused  the  cala- 
mity. “ Thou  dost  well  to  weep  like 
a woman  for  that  which  thou  hast  not 
defended  like  a man.”  When  this 
anecdote  was  told  to  Charles  V.,  “ She 
spake  well.”  observed  the  Emperor, 
“ for  a tomb  in  the  Alhambra  is  better 
than  a palace  in  the  Alpujarras.” 
Thither,  and  to  Purchena,  Boabdil  re- 
tired, but  not  for  long.  He  sickened 
in  his  exile,  and,  passing  over  into 
Africa,  is  said  to  have  been  killed  in 
a petty  battle,  thus  losing  his  life  for 
another’s  quarrel.  Gayangos,  how- 
ever (Moh.  D.  ii.  390),  has  ascertained 
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that  he  lived  at  Fez  until  1538,  leaving 
children.  His  posterity  was  long  to 
be  traced  there,  but  reduced  to  the 
lowest  poverty,  existing  as  beggars  on 
the  charity  doled  out  at  the  mosque- 
doors  ! a sad  reverse  of  fortune,  and 
a melancholy  conclusion  of  the  bril- 
liant Mohammedan  dynasty  in  Spain. 

Do  not  return  to  Granada  by  the 
same  road ; but,  passing  through  the 
pretty  village  of  Otrusa,  cross  the 
rivulet  Dilar  to  Zubia,  to  which, 
during  the  siege,  Isabella  rode  to  have 
a view  of  the  Alhambra : while  she 
halted  in  the  house  with  Claude-like 
miradores,  a Moorish  sally  was  made, 
and  she  was  in  much  danger.  In 
memory  of  her  escape  she  erected  a 
hermitage  to  the  Virgin,  who  appeared 
visibly  for  her  protection,  and  it  still 
remains  amid  its  cypresses.  Return- 
ing home,  just  on  entering  the  avenue 
of  the  Xenil,  to  the  1.,  on  its  banks,  is 
San  Sebastian,  on.ce  a Moorish  Caaba, 
to  which  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  ac- 
companied Boabdil  on  the  day  of  Gra- 
nada's surrender, — Read  the  inscrip- 
tion let  into  the  wall.  The  extraordi- 
nary Alamo,  or  tree,  under  which  the 
first  mass  was  said,  stood  here,  but 
was  cut  down  by  some  barbarians  in 
1760. 

From  Granada  many  ride  to  Gib- 
raltar by  Loja,  Antequera,  and  Ronda 
(see  Route  21). 

There  are  diligences  from  Granada 
to  Madrid  and  Seville,  via  Andujar  or 
Bailen : a gondola  starts  from  the 
Posada  del  Sol  for  Almeria,  taking  3 
days,  sleeping  at  Guadix  9 L.,  and  the 
Venta  de  Dona  Maria  7 L.,  and  then 
8 more ; those  about  to  ride  to  Malaga 
via  Alhama  may  hear  of  horses  at  the 
Posada  de  la  Estrella.  Luggage  can 
be  forwarded  to  Seville  by  the  galeras 
of  Huete,  to  Malaga  by  those  of  Go- 
mez, to  Almeria  by  those  of  Barranco. 

ROUTE  26. — GRANADA  TO  ADDA, 


Padiri 

.s 

..  o 

I)u  real  . , < . • 

. 2 

..  ft 

I^anjaron  • • . • 

.a* 

..  8* 

Orjiba 

. H 

..  10 

Cadiar  . • • • • 

• b 

..  15 

Ujijar 

. 3 

..  18 

Berja 

. 3 

..  21 

Adra  . . . . . 

. 9 

..  23 

This  is  a ride  full  of  artistical  and 


geological  interest,  and  it  may  be  pro- 
longed from  Adra  either  E.  or  W. 
ward,  without  returning  to  Granada : 
or  the  return  may  be  made  by  Motril, 
principally  over  new  ground.  There 
is  a direct  road  to  Almeria  without 
going  through  Adra ; you  then  turn 
off  soon  after  Ujijar  to  Fondon  3 L., 
where  you  can  sleep  ; the  direct  road 
does  not  go  through  Lai\juron,  which, 
however,  deserves  a visit.  Fondon  is 
a nominal  9 L.  from  Almeria,  which 
are  equal  to  12.  The  liest  division 
would  be  to  sleep  at  Orjiba  the  first 
night  and  the  second  at  Fondon. 

This  excursion  skirts  the  S.  bases 
of  the  Alpujarras,  the  last  mountain 
refuge  of  the  Morisco.  The  sierras  of 
Gador  and  Contravirja  are  the  nu- 
cleus, which  some  consider  to  be  the 
“ Hills  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  ” of  the 
Moors.  The  entire  chain  is  called  the 
Sierra  Nevada  (the  Himalaya  or 
“ Snowy  Range  ” of  Spain),  the  “ Sho- 
layr”  of  the  Moors.  The  name  Al- 
pujarras is  the  corruption  of  A l 
Bor  her  at,  “ grass,”  the  district  of  pas- 
tures, which  extend  W.  to  E , about 
17  L.  long  by  11  broad.  They  are 
divided  into  11  portions  or  Taas  ( Ara- 
bic e Tii,  obedience).  This  territory 
was  assigned  to  Boabdil  by  the  treaty 
of  Granada,  of  which  every  stipula- 
tion was  soon  broken,  and  the  Moris- 
cos  hunted  out  like  wild  beasts,  until 
expelled  at  last  in  1610,  by  the  feeble 
Philip  III.,  a tool  in  the  hands  of  a 
powerful  church,  but  their  resistance 
in  these  broken  glens  and  hills  was 
desperate.  Most  of  them,  when  ba- 
nished, went  to  Tetuan  and  Sale' ; there 
they  took  to  piracy,  and  avenged 
themselVes  on  all  Christians  by  pe- 
culiar ferocity.  The  name  of  the 
“ rovers  of  Sallee  ” is  familiar  to  all 
readers  of  nautical  foray's. 

Passing  the  Ultimo  Suspiro,  we  de- 
scend from  a ridge  of  barrenness  into 
the  basin  between  the  sierras  of  Gra- 
nada and  Alhama,  which  is  an  irri- 
gated garden  of  olives,  palm-trees,  and 
oranges.  The  swamp  below  Padul 
was  drained  by  the  Herrasti  family, 
of  which  the  gallant  defender  of  Ciu- 
dad Rodrigo  was  a member.  The 
alpine  views  of  the  Sierra  Nevada 
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from  Durcal  are  superb : here  vast 
quantities  of  esparto  and  flax  are 
grown.  Passing  Talara,  whose  stream 
tears  down  a wild  cleft,  observe  the 
Puente  de  Tablada.  Lanjaron  is  a 
picturesque  Swiss  town,  whose  fresh 
air,  fruit,  and  mineral  waters  attract 
summer  visitors  from  the  scorching 
coasts.  The  bathing  season  is  from 
May  15  to  Sept.  30.  The  walnut, 
chesnut,  and  olive  grow  here  to  an 
enormous  size.  Below  the  town  is  a 
Moorish  castle  perched  on  a knoll. 
Population  about  3000.  The  pea- 
santry are  hard  working  and  poverty 
stricken,  while  nature  all  around  teems 
with  fertility;  the  fruit  and  grapes 
are  delicious,  and  the  broken  hills 
abound  in  subjects  for  artists,  while 
the  botany  and  geology  are  as  rich  as 
they  are  hitherto  unexplored.  A long 
league  leads  to  Orjiba,  which  lies  at 
the  base  of  the  Picacho  de  la  Velela. 
The  Acequia  de  las  Ventaiias  is  pic- 
turesque ; here  are  some  mines,  las 
Minas  de  los  Pozos,  which  were 
worked  by  the  Romans,  but  abandoned 
a few  years  ago,  because  the  natives 
were  scared  by  a skeleton  found  in 
them.  At  Albunol  much  brandy  is 
made ; the  excellent  wine  sells  at 
about  (id.  for  four  gallons. 

Orjiba  is  the  capital  of  its  hilly 
partido : every  possible  spot  is  cul- 
tivated with  fruit-trees;  the  wastes 
are  covered  with  aromatic  shrubs. 
The  Barranco  de  Poqueira  and  the 
mill  and  cascade  of  Pampaneira  are 
very  picturesque,  and  are  worth  visit- 
ing ; there  is  a tolerable  posada. 
Leaving  Orjiba,  the  broken  road 
winds  up  the  bed  of  a river : if  the 
waters  are  low,  the  rider  should  by  all 
means  go  by  the  Angostura  del  Rio. 
This  is  a Salvator  Rosa- like  gorge, 
which  the  waters  have  forced  through 
the  mountain.  The  rocks  rise  up  on 
each  side  like  terrific  perpendicular 
walls,  and  there  is  only  an  opening 
sufficient  for  the  river.  The  traveller 
passes,  like  the  Israelites,  through 
these  lonely  depths,  into  which  the 
sun  never  enters : when  the  snows  are 
melting,  or  in  time  of  rains,  the  deluge 
rushes  down  the  stony  funnel,  carry- 
ing everything  before  it.  Such  a one 


1 had  occurred  just  before  we  rode 
through,  and  the  wreck  and  ravages 
were  visible  far  and  wide.  Emerging, 
the  last  three  L.  to  Cadiar  become  less 
interesting  as  the  river-bed  widens. 
Cadiar  has  a vile  posada:  beware  of 
bills;  but  remember  the  hams.  It 
lies  about  two  mountain  L.  below  the 
Picacho  de  la  Velela,  and  there  is  a 
chamois  path  over  the  heights  to  Gra- 
nada. Up  in  the  mountain  is  Trevelez, 
where  the  “ Jamones  dulces  de  las 
Alpujarras”  are  cured;  no  gastro- 
nome should  neglect  these  sweet  hams. 
Very  little  salt  is  used ; the  ham  is 
placed  eight  days  in  a weak  pickle, 
and  then  hung  up  in  the  snow ; while 
at  Berja,  and  m less  elevated  places, 
more  salt  is  used,  and  the  delicate 
flavour  destroyed.  The  hamlet  Tre- 
velez (population  about  1500)  is  situ- 
ated among  these  mountains,  and  is 
only  one  L.  S.  E.  from  the  top  of 
Mulahacen.  The  whole  of  the  taa,  of 
which  it  is  the  chief  place,  is  wild  and 
alpine  ; the  trout  in  the  river  Trevelez 
are  delicious. 

Moorish  Ujijar,  the  capital  of  the 
Alpujarras,  is  girt  with  hills,  and 
hangs  over  the  Adra.  Every  patch 
of  ground  is  cultivated : grapes  grow 
in  terraced  gardens,  and  in  such  de- 
clivities that  the  peasants  are  let  down 
bj  ropes  to  pick  them,  like  Shakspere’s 
samphire-gatherers.  The  Colegiata  is 
built  on  the  site  of  the  destroyed 
mosque ; a magnificent  avenue  of 
gigantic  elms,  planted  by  the  Moors, 
was  cut  down  by  the  Vandal  chapter 
and  municipal  corporation,  to  build 
some  paltry  offices. 

The  inhabitants  are  half  Moors, 
although  they  speak  Spanish.  The 
women,  with  their  .apricot  cheeks, 
black  eyes  and  hair,  gaze  wildly  at 
the  rare  stranger  from  little  pert-hole 
windows,  which  are  scarcely  bigger 
than  their  heads.  Three  long  L.,  by 
a rarnbla  of  red  rocks,  lead  to  Berja. 
Alcolea  lies  to  tlie.l.  Here  the  foragers 
of  Sebastiani  butchered  the  curate  at 
the  very  altar,  scattering  his  brains 
over  the  crucifix ; 400  persons  were 
massacred  in  cold  blood  : neither  age 
nor  sex  were  spared  (Scliep.  iii.  112). 

Berja-V  ergi  is  a busy,  flourishing, 
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and  increasing  town ; population  under 
10,000.  It  lies  under  the  .Sierra  de  Gador, 
and  is  in  the  heart  of  the  lead-mines, 
of  which  many  hundred  are  opened. 
Peculiar  facilities  are  given  in  Spain 
to  mining  speculations  (see  Cartagena, 
p.  170).  These  mines  are  only  worked 
while  they  remunerate:  the  ore  occurs 
'in  uncertain  quantities,  sometimes  in 
veins,  and  at  others  in  deposits,  or 
bohadas.  Large  fortunes  have  been 
made  by  the  early  speculators,  who 
have  creamed  the  hill  and  enjoyed  the 
first  sale.  The  finest  ore  sometimes 
yields  70  per  cent,  pure  lead;  much 
was  exported  in  the  ore  state  for  want 
of  fuel.  Latterly,  some  fine  smelt- 
ing and  flattening  houses  have  been 
erected  on  the  coast,  and  worked  with 
English  machinery.  Berja  is  full  of 
new  houses,  in  which  the  wives  and 
families  of  the  miners  reside  ; the  men 
are  mostly  lodged  on  the  limestone  hill, 
near  the  works.  The  Sierra  is  honey- 
combed in  all  directions,  the  shafts 
being  sunk  in  an  oblique  direction  ; the 
working  is  injurious  to  health,  affect- 
ing the  teeth  and  bowels.  The  miners 
occupy  rude  stone  huts  ; their  food,  and 
even  water,  is  brought  up  to  them. 
No  women  or  dogs  are  allowed  to  re- 
main on  the  hill.  At  the  edge  of  the 
Gador  is  an  old  Phoenician  mine 
called  La  Sabina,  about  which  infinite 
fables  are  current.  The  miners  are 
ignorant  and  superstitious;  working 
in  the  dark  underground,  they  natu- 
rally are  less  enlightened  than  those 
Spaniards  who  live  in  the  bright  world. 

Betja  is  also  full  of  asses  and  mules, 
on  which  the  ore  is  carried  to  the  sea- 
port, Adra  —Aludra,  Arabice  Virgin — 
2 L.  In  spite  of  the  traffic,  the  roads 
are  iniquitous:  so  it  always  was,  for, 
says  a Moorish  poet  of  these  localities, 
“ There  is  no  remedy  to  the  traveller 
but  to  stop ; the  valleys  are  gardens  of 
Eden,  but  the  roads  those  of  hell 
as,  indeed,  are  most  of  those  of  Anda- 
lucia,  the  paradiso  of  poets,  the  inferno 
of  donkeys.  Winding  along  this  mule- 
track,  down  a gorge  of  a river,  we 
reach  Alqueria,  and  thence  through 
sugar-plantations  arrive  at  Adra , A/3- 
Bfpa,  a town  founded  by  the  Phte- 
nicians  (Strabo,  iii.  236).  The  sea  has 


1 retired:  it  once  came  up  to  the  walls 
( of  the  Moorish  castle.  From  the 
watch-tower,  la  Torre  de  la  Vela,  a 
, tocsin  rang  out  a summons  to  arms  on 
the  approach  of  African  pirates,  but 
now  cannon  and  every  means  of  de- 
| fence  are  wanting.  Population  about 
8000.  Some  lead-works  have  been 
established  here. 

Malaga  lies  27  L.  to  the  W.  of 
Adra. 

ROUTE  27. — ADRA  TO  MALAGA. 


Gualchos  • • • 

.7 

Motril  . • • . • 

. 3 

..  10 

Salohreiia  • . • 

. 1 

..  11 

Almuiiecar  ... 

. 3 

..  14 

Torroz 

. 4 

..  18 

Velez  Malaga  . 

. 4 

..  22 

Malaga  • • • • 

. b 

..  27 

From  Adra  the  leagues  are  long  and 
wearisome,  but  we  rode  in  one  (lay  to 
Motril.  Passing  the  fine  English 
smelting-houses,  after  La  Rubita , the 
sands  become  African.  The  fishermen, 
dusky  as  Moors,  dwell  in  chozas , Ara- 
bics “ huts  made  of  reeds.”  The  long 
range  of  grape-hills  commences  near 
Gualchos,  whence  a very  strep  track 
amid  vines  leads  to  Motril,  which 
lies  below  in  its  green  vega  of 
rich  alluvial  soil.  It  is  full  of  fish 
and  fruit.  The  amphibious  agricul- 
tural population  about  12,000.  The 
posada  is  decent.  The  road  continues 
to  coast  the  sea  to  Salobreria,  the  city 
of  Salambo  (Astarte),  and  once  the 
important  Moorish  town  Shalubaniah, 
and  now  dwindled  to  a hamlet ; in  the 
rock-built  castle  the  Moslem  guarded 
his  treasures.  It  is  now  a ruin,  and  the 
present  poverty  needs  no  storehouse. 

Almuiiecar  is  the  al  Munnecal,  Ara- 
bice “ the  gorge,"  of  the  Moors ; here 
sugar  and  cottou,  azucar  y altjodon, 
ijuear,  coton,  Moorish  things  anil 
names,  yet  remain,  and  great  efforts 
are  making  to  extend  their  culture. 
The  soil  in  the  valley  is  very  rich,  being 
formed  of  the  detrituB  of  the  hills  and 
alluvial  deposits,  and  under  the  Moor 
was  a golden  strip,  and  studded  far 
beyond  Malaga  with  towns  and  cities. 
Now  dehesas  et  despoblados  attest  the 
dominion  of  the  Gotho  conqueror. 
For  Velez  Malaga,  see  p.  121.  Those 
who  wish  to  return  to  Granada  from 
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Motril,  instead  of  going  to  Malaga, 
may  take 

ROUTE  28. — MOTRIL  TO  GRANADA. 
Velez  <le  Benadulla  • • • 4 

Rio  Grande 2|  ..  6$ 

Pinos  del  Key * . . ft* 

Pad  ul  3 ..11$ 

Granada 3 ..141 

A new  road  is  making  from  Gra- 
nada to  Motril,  which  is  finished  as 
far  as  Beznar  6 L.  Leaving  Motril, 
ascend  the  Sierra  de  Lnjar,  with  fine 
sea-views,  and  thence  to  Velez  de 
Benadulla, — Belad,  “ the  land  of  the 
children  of  Adulla it  is  generally 
called  Velezillo  : population  3000.  The 
Rio  Grande,  a “ large  river  ” in  rainy 
times,  and  a small  one  at  others,  joins 
the  Guadalfeo  near  this  hamlet : the 
castle  is  picturesque  on  its  knoll. 
Now  ride  on  to  a mill,  where  an 
artist  might  linger  a week.  The  olive- 
trees,  planted  by  the  Moors,  are  gi- 
gantic. Soon  after  the  road  branches, 
and  a short  cut  to  the  r.,  by  a wild 
river,  leads  to  Dxircal,  and  thence  by 
Granada  ; we  took  this  route  as  saving 
4 L.  The  further  and  fairer  way 
goes  round  by  the  picturesque  valley 
of  Pinos  del  Reg. 

The  districts  lying  to  the  E.  and 
N.  K.  of  Adra  are  of  the  highest  in- 
terest to  the  botanist  and  geologist ; 
they  are  almost  virgin  ground.  The 
excursion  is,  however,  one  of  some 
hardship,  and  it  must  be  ridden. 
“ Attend  to  the  provend,”  and  take  a 
local  guide  from  time  to  time,  es- 
pecially if  the  expedition  lie  prolonged 
to  the  forest  of  Segura  and  the  lead- 
mines  of  Linares,  near  Ubeda.  The 
following  route  is  recommended ; 
where  an  asterisk  is  placed,  the  dis- 
tances cannot  be  exactly  stated ; in- 
deed,' ip  the  mountain  and  forest 
country  the  leagues  are  conventional 
and  mere  guesswork.  It  will  be 
always  advisable  in  each  place  to 
question  the  cursor  the  alcalde  in  any 
case  of  difficulty. 

ROUTE  29. — ADRA  TO  JAEN. 

Atlra 

l)aliaa  ...  ......  ,3 

IJoquetM  4 

Alnjcria 4 

Taberua*  ..  ........ft 


Senes  ...........4 

Macael 3 

•I’urclien* H 

*Biu 7 

•Orcera  4 

• S'_;u  m 5 

Homos 3 

Iznatorafe 3 

Ubeda 5 

liaeaa  ...........1 

I.inares 3 

Menifibar 4 

Jaen 3 


Leaving  Adra,  and  crossing  the 
dreary  sandy  plain,  el  Campo  de 
Dallas,  which  might  easily  be  irri- 

fated,  is  Aimer  in — M urges,  Portus 
lagnus  of  the  ancients,  Al-Meryah, 
Arabice,  “the  conspicuous.”  Inns: 
Fonda  de  los  Vapores,  Fonda  Mala- 
yueiia  : here  the  steamers  touch  : for 
“ boatmen’s  tariff  ” see  Index.  Under 
both  lioman  and  Moor  it  was  the 
[ “ great  port  ” of  traffic  with  Italy  and 
the  East,  and  one  of  the  richest  manu- 
facturing towns.  Under  its  Moorish 
independent  chief,  Ibn  Mayrnam,  it 
was  a perfect  Algiers,  a pirate  port, 
whose  galleys  ravaged  the  coasts  of 
France  and  Italy.  Then,  according 
to  the  proverb,  Granada  was  merely 
its  farm ; “ Cunndo  Almeria  era  Al- 
meria  Granada  era  su  alqueria.”  It 
was  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  Oct.  IG, 
1 147,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  Genoese, 
who  were  anxious  to  abate  this  worse 
piratical  nuisance  than  even  Tortosa. 
See  a most  curious  Latin  Leoniue 
poem  on  this  conquest.  Esp.  Sag. 
xxi.  399.  It  is  no  longer,  as  sang  its 
Arabian  eulogist,  “ a laud  where,  if 
thou  walkest,  the  stones  are  pearls, 
the  dust  gold,  and  the  gardens  para- 
dise.” The  houses  are  small,  the 
women  and  climate  African  : popula- 
tion about  20,000.  Some  bustle  is 
given  to  the  decay  since  the  introduc- 
tion of  steamers,  which  touch  here  up 
and  down.  The  remains  of  the  Moor- 
ish castle  of  Keyrau  are  now  called 
the  Alcazaba:  they  command  the 
town,  and  were  repaired  by  Charles 
V.,  who  there  hung  a bell  to  give 
warning  of  piratical  descents.  The 
walls  at  the  back  are  very  picturesque, 
running  up  and  down  the  declivities. 
The  port  is  without  a mole  ; the  ves- 
tiges of  oue  constructed  by  the  Moor* 
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might  have  suggested  such  a necessary 
improvement,  and  recently  a pier  has 
been  projected,  on  paper  only.  The 
atarazanas,  or  dockyards,  may  also  be 
traced.  Almeria  is  a chief  town  of 
the  district,  and  residence  of  petty 
authorities,  who  get  wealthy  by  encou- 
raging smuggling  from  Gibraltar:  it 
lias  a cathedral  with  a rich  Corinthian 
facade,  and  medallions  of  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul;  the  interior  is  white- 
washed ; observe,  however,  the  fine 
marbles  in  the  pulpits  and  altars, 
especially  one  in  the  chapel  of  La 
Virgen  del  Carmen.  The  painted  and 
gilt  medallions  are  in  good  cinque- 
cento  taste.  The  inhabitants  of  Al- 
meria are  subject  to  eye-complaiuts. 

About  2 L.  in  the  Sierra  arc  the 
much-frequented  baths  of  Alhamilla  ; 
there  are  two  seasons,— from  May  1 
to  June  30,  and  from  Sept.  1 to  the 
end  of  October.  The  commerce  con- 
sists principally  in  the  produce  of  the 
lead-mines,  and  the  esparto  and  bar- 
rilla,  of  which  quantities  grow  on  the 
plains.  The  arbol  de  tinte,  a sort  of 
acacia , from  which  a dye  is  made, 
flourishes  here.  The  geologist  will, 
of  course,  visit  El  Cabo  de  Gata,  the 
“ Cape  Agate,”  distant  15  miles  S.  E. 
This  is  the  ancient  Promontorium 
Charidemi,  a word  derived  by  Bochart 
(Can.  i.  .34)  from  the  Punic  char-adem 
caput  sardii,  the  sardonyx,  Arabice 
Kheyran.  It  is  a rock  formed  of  crys- 
tals, spars,  and  agates,  of  8 L.  by  5 L. 
in  extent.  Visit  the  cavern  in  the 
Montana  del  Mujo,  where  amethysts 
are  found.  The  Vela  blanca  is  a 
white  spot,  a landmark  to  travellers 
on  this  windy  cape,  since,  according 
to  the  nautical  adage,  “ At  Cape  de 
Gat,  take  care  of  your  hat.”  Other 
knobs  have  a religious  nomenclature 
• common  in  Spain,  such  as  “ El  Sa- 
cristan" and  Los  dos  Frailes,  equiva- 
lent to  our  “ parson  and  clerk,” 
“ devil’s  peaks,”  &c.  Those  going  to 
Cartagena,  who  dislike  steam  con- 
veyance, may  ride  across  the  sandy 
coa6t. 

ROUTE  30. — ALMERIA  TO  CARTAGENA/ 

Almeria 

Kioja  . 


Tabernas 

. . 3 

. b 

Mojacar 

. . 5 

. 10 

Vera 

. . 2 

. 12 

Pulji 

. . 4 

. 16 

Puerto  de  las  Aguilas  . 

. . 3 

. 19 

Algarrobillo 

. . 2 

. 21 

Almazarron 

. . 4 

. 2> 

Cartagena 

. .5 

. 30 

This  route  is  very  uninteresting, 
and  the  accommodation  wretched. 
The  coast  is  studded  with  atalayas, 
and  the  plains  produce  esparto  and 
soda-plants.  The  route  runs  inland  to 
Tabernas , leaving  Cabode  Gata  to  the 
r. ; it  comes  out  on  the  sea  near  Mo- 
jacar.  Vera — Barea,  the  “end”  of 
the  Tarraconese  division — is  a seaport 
from  whence  are  exported  the  corn, 
barrilla,  esparto,  &c.,  of  the  rich  envi- 
rons. The  climate  is  delicious ; hie 
ver  perpetuum : population  under 

8000.  Hence  cross  over  the  Alman- 
zora  by  the  Cortijo  de  Pulpi  to  el 
Puerto  de  las  Aguilas,  a small  place 
of  two  intersecting  streets,  which 
nestles  at  the  foot  of  a rock  and  castle, 
destined  by  Charles  III.  as  the  port  of 
the  country  up  to  Lorca  and  Murcia. 
A carriageable  road  communicates 
hence  to  Lorca,  5 L. : since  the  mine 
mania,  a little  more  business  has  l>eeu 
carried  on  in  this  wild  place.  Alma- 
zarron  is  an  industrious  place ; popu- 
lation some  5000.  The  land  and  sea 
afford  them  occupation.  From  the 
number  of  ruins  discovered  in  the  vi- 
cinity, this  is  supposed  to  have  been 
the  site  of  an  important  Carthaginiap 
settlement.  In  the  Sierra  of  Alrna- 
zarron  silver  ores  occur,  while  from 
the  hill  San  Cristobal  alum  is  ex- 
tracted, and  the  red  earth,  almagra, 
which  is  used  for  rubbing  Meriup 
sheep,  polishing  mirrors,  and  mixed 
with  the  red  rappee  snuff  of  Seville. 
The  friable  rock  is  first  roasted,  and 
then  slaked.  When  the  alum  is  de- 
posited in  solution,  the  residue  after 
evaporation  is  the  almagra , which, 
according  to  Captain  Widdrington,  is 
a silicate  of  iron,  according  to  other? 
an  oxide.  Much  barrilla  is  made  here, 
and  burnt  with  the  shrubs  of  these 
timberless  plains.  Grossing  the  Al- 
manzora  to  the  1.  is  the  silver-preg- 
nant Sierra  de  Almagrera.  The  mines 
were  discovered  by  a poor  weaver  of 
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Cartagena  named  Valentin,  who  under  j 
the  pretence  of  shooting  passed  his  ' 
days  here,  until  near  a ridge  or  dip 
called  (l  Barranco  Jaroso  he  fouud 
specimens,  which  he  carried  to  Gra-  j 
nada  and  Cordova  to  he  assayed, 
which  proved  to  be  galena  or  argenti-  | 
ferous  lead : being  utterly  without  ■ 
money,  he  at  last  confided  his  secret  to 
a fellow  tradesmau  and  townsman 
named  Soler,  equally  ignorant  as  him- 
self. These  two  continued  for  four 
years  digging  and  delving,  but  never 
venturing  to  call  in  a professional  ad- 
viser, for  such  is  Spanish  mistrust. 
At  last  Valentin  died  poor  and  unre- 
quited, when  Soler  formed  a club  of 
twelve  friends,  who  made  a purse  of 
about  100/.,  and  proceeded  to  obtain  a 
legal  grant  of  the  site,  and  then  em- 
ployed a competent  engineer  : on  the 
2 1 st  of  April,  1 839,  a rich  lode  was  dis- 
covered about  50  feet  below  the  earth. 
This  bonanza  or  godsend  was  called  La 
Carmen,  in  honour  of  the  Virgin,  as 
sole  dispenser  of  the  bounties  of 
heaven.  The  shares  soon  rose  from  150 
dollars  to  00,000.  Indeed,  1800  arrobas 
of  ore,  of  25  lbs.  each,  were  raised  per 
day,  even  with  the  rudest  machinery. 
This  sudden  acquisition  of  wealth  at- 
tracted thousands  of  competitors. 
What  seven  years  ago  was  a wild  and 
dreary  waste  is  now  studded  with 
buildings,  traced  into  roads,  crowded 
with  labourers,  and  nine  smelting- 
furnaces  erected  upon  it.  To  com- 
plete the  works,  a ■ (training  company 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  an  adit,  now  nearly  com-  j 
pleted.  The  outlet  is  on  a level  with 
the  sea,  and  the  line  will  communicate 
with  that  part  of  the  Sierra  which 
contains  the  principal  mas6  of  ore, 
a distance  estimated  at  2200  yards. 

route  29  continued. — almeria  to 
jaen. 

Leaving  Almeria  for  Afacael,  9 L., 
this  hill  of  marble  lies  under  the 
Sierra  de  Filabres , whence  the  view 
over  the  country  is  singular,  as  it  re- 
sembles a stormy  sea  suddenly  petri- 
fied. Macael  is  one  block  of  white 
marble,  whence  were  extracted  the 
thousands  of  pillars  which  the  Moors 


raised  in  the  patios  of  Seville  and 
Granada ; now,  in  the  pining  atrophy 
and  marasmus,  they  are  scarcely 
worked.  Purchena  is  historically  in- 
teresting, as  being  the  town  to  which 
Boabdil  retired ; it  was  assigned  him 
as  his  petty  estate,  and  part  of  his  al- 
cazar still  remains.  For  Baza,  see 
Route  31.  Thence  the  lover  of  natu- 
ral history,  who  is  not  afraid  of  rough- 
ing it,  may  strike  to  the  Pozo  del  Alcoa, 
where  the  pine  forests  commence. 
Hence  to  Cazorla,  which  forms  one 
point  of  a triangle  with  Puebla  de 
Don  Fadrique,  distant  15  L.  The 
roads  are  iniquitous  in  these  tangled 
groves  of  fine  oaks  and  pines.  At 
Orcera  was  the  governmental  es- 
tablishment of  woods  and  forests, 
whence  the  arsenals  of  Cadiz  were 
supplied,  but  the  noble  buildings  were 
all  burnt  by  the  French.  The  forest 
of  Seyura,  Saltus  Tigiensis,  extends 
about  80  L.  by  fit*.  The  visitor  should 
apply  to  the  resident  authorities  for 
permission  to  explore  the  localities, 
stating  frankly  his  objects  ; otherwise 
his  arrival  will  create  an  infinite 
hubbub,  and  he  will  be  exposed  to 
every  sort  of  suspicion  and  incon- 
venience. The  Guadiana,  which  flows 
into  the  Guadalquivir,  is  useful  for 
floating  down  timber.  The  forest  is 
sadly  neglected  and  ill-used ; game  of 
all  kinds  abounds,  and  wolves  are  so 
numerous  that  sheep  can  scarcely  be 
kept. 

Passing  through  a fertile  well- 
watered  country  is  Ubeda,  built  by 
the  Moors  with  the  materials  of  the 
Roman  Iketula,  now  Ubeda  la  Vieja. 
Ubeda  was  taken  by  Alonso  VIII. 
eight  days  after  the  victory  of  Las 
Navas  de  Tolosa.  The  Spaniard, 
writing  to  Innocent  III.,  stated  that  it 
“then  contained  70,000  Moors,  of 
whom  many  were  put  to  death,  and 
the  rest  made  slaves  to  build  convents 
in  Spain,  and  the  city  razed  to  the 
ground.”  When  these  Christian  de- 
stroyers retired,  the  Infidels  rebuilt 
Ubeda.  But  the  ill-fated  town  was 
again  taken  by  St.  Ferdinand  on  Mi- 
chaelmas-day,  1239.  Hence  the  city 
arms — gules,  that  Archangel,  with  an 
orle,  argent,  of  twelve  lions,  gules. 
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Ubeda  contains  abont  1 5,000  inhabit- 
ants, principally  agriculturists. 

Here  the  architect  will  find  the  best 
specimens  of  Pedro  de  Valdelvira,  an 
architect  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and 
second  only  to  Berrnguete.  The  ca- 
thedral, once  the  mosque,  has  been 
built  into  a Corinthian  temple,  in  a 
style  similar  to  those  of  Jaen  and 
Granada.  Near  the  high  altar  was 
buried  Don  Beltran  de  la  Cueva,  the 
reputed  father  of  La  Beltraneja,  the 
rival  to  Isabella.  The  Maecenas  of 
Ubeda  was  Francisco  de  los  Cobos, 
secretary  to  Charles  V.  He  brought 
from  Italy  Julio  aud  Alessandro, 
pupils  of  Jean  de  Udiua,  to  decorate 
liis  house  with  arabesques.  The  man- 
sion, cruelly  degraded,  still  exists  in 
the  parish  Santo  Tomas.  He  also  em- 
ployed Pedro  de  Valdelvira,  in  1540, 
to  build  the  beautiful  San  Salvador. 
The  interior  has  been  overgilt  and 
altered,  but  the  exterior  has  fared 
better.  Observe  the  Portal  del  Llano, 
and  the  entrance  and  inside  of  the  rich 
sacristia.  The  convent  of  Dominican 
nuns,  in  the  Plaza  del  Llano,  was  also 
a residence  of  the  Cobos  family.  The 
hospital  is  a fine  building : observe 
the  tower,  the  cloister,  and  the  minute 
bassi-relievi  on  th erelablo.  The  funds 
have  long  been  misapplied,  and  the 
mismanagement  is  complete.  Visit 
the  Lonja,  and  the  buildings  in  the 
Exido — the  “ Exodus,”  or  place  of  de- 
parture for  Baeza,  distant  1 L.  There 
is  a profusion  of  water,  and  fertility  is 
everywhere  the  consequence : indeed, 
the  whole  of  lomas  de  Ubeda  is 
some  of  the  finest  land  in  the  world. 
Under  the  Moors  it  was  densely 
peopled,  and  a granary ; now  much 
is  despoblado  and  neglected,  and  the 
people  dull  and  backward:  indeed, 
since  the  days  of  Don  Quixote  (ii.  33),  ! 
irpor  los  cerrosde  Ubeda  is  equivalent  ! 
to  going  out  of  your  way  or  talking 
nonsense. 

Baeza — Beatia  Btecula — is  the  spot 
where  Scipio  the  younger  routed  As- 
drubal  (U.  C.  545),  killing  8000  Car- 
thaginians, aud  taking  10,000  Spa- 
niards prisoners  (Livy,  xxvii.  18). 
Under  the  Moors  it  became  a flourish- 
ing town  of  30,000  souls.  It  was 


1 taken  and  sacked  by  St.  Ferdinand  ia 
j 1 239,  and  has  never  been  again  what 
! it  was.  The  miserable  Moors  took 
refuge  in  the  Albaicin  of  Granada. 
Baeza  is  a handsome  town.  Popula- 
tion about  14,000.  There  is  a good 
new  posada  in  what  was  the  Francis- 
can convent.  The  noble  buildings  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  now  de- 
serted halls,  bear  record  of  former  im- 
portance. The  position,  on  a lofty 
loma,  with  pure  air,  rich  plains,  and 
abundance  of  water,  is  well  chosen. 
The  principal  edifices  are  the  oratorio 
of  San  Felipe  Neri,  the  grand  patio 
and  staircase  of  the  university,  the 
fountain  with  cariatides  in  the  Plaza, 
and  the  cinque-cento  gates  of  Cordova 
and  Baeza.  The  cathedral  is  joined 
with  that  of  Jaen,  under  the  same 
mitre.  It  was  modernised  in  1587. 
and  dedicated  to  the  “ birth  of  the 
Virgin.”  This  mystery  is  represented 
in  a basso-relievo  by  Jeronimo  Prado, 
over  the  classical  portal.  The  chapel 
of  San  Jose  is  in  excellent  plateresque. 
It  was  for  this  cathedral  that  Fran- 
] cisco  Merino,  one  of  the  best  silver- 
, workers  of  Spain  (obiit  1594),  made  a 
magnificent  custodia. 

But  the  pride  of  Baeza  was  the 
1 being  the  birthplace  of  the  eleven 
thousand  virgins,  commonly  called  of 
Cologne,  but  who  were  Spanish,  ac- 
cording to  Vilches,  in  his  1 Santuarios,' 
i.  28,  26.  These  ladies,  really  born 
in  Cornwall  about  the  year  453,  were 
daughters  of  one  Notlius,  a great  lord, 
and  the  Bastard  family  is  still  among 
the  best  in  the  West  of  England. 
Some  faithless  critics  contend  that  the 
eleven  thousand  were  in  reality  only 
twins,  and  by  name  Ursula  and  Unde- 
cimilla;  others  assert  that  the  mistake 
arose  from  the  abbreviations  of  an  old 
manuscript,  “ Ursula  et  XI.  M.  V.,” 
meaning  simply,  Ursula  and  eleven 
martyr  virgins.  At  the  same  time, 
there  must  have  been  many  thousands 
of  them,  since  there  is  scarcely  a reli- 
cario  in  Spain  which  cannot  boast  a 
virgin  or  two  of  them,  while  the  num- 
bers in  Germany  and  Italy  are  still 
more  astounding. 

The  celebrated  sculptor,  Gaspar 
Becerra,  was  born  at  Baeza  in  1 520. 
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Linares — Hellanes — is  placed  in  a 
pleasant  plaita  under  the  Sierra  Mo- 
rena,  with  an  abundance  of  fertilising 
streams  : population  under  7000.  It 
was  celebrated  in  antiquity  for  its 
mines  of  copper  and  lead,  which  are 
still  very  productive,  especially  those 
of  Los  Arrayanes,  Alamillos,  and  La 
Cruz.  Every  day  new  shafts  are 
being  opened ; but,  as  at  Berja,  the 
working  is  very  prejudicial  to  the 
miner’s  health.  About  ^ a L.  distant 
is  the  supposed  site  of  Castulo  or  Caz- 
lona,  where  mutilated  sculpture  is  fre- 
quently found  and  neglected.  At  Pa- 
Inzuelos  are  the  presumed  ruins  of  the 
“ palace  ” of  Himilce,  the  rich  wife  of 
Hannibal,  and  near  is  the  site  of  the 
great  battle  won  by  Scipio  (Livy, 
xxiv.  41).  The  fine  fountain  of  Li- 
nares is  supposed  to  be  a remnant  of 
the  Roman  work  which  was  connected 
with  Castulo.  N.  of  Linares  and 
about  5 miles  from  Carolina,  in  the 
Cerro  de  Valdeinfierno,  are  certain 
ancient  mines,  which  still  are  called 
Los  Pozos  de  Anibal.  The  geologist 


may  strike  on  to  Vilclies,  a small  place 
with  2000  souls,  placed  in  the  midst 
of  neglected  mines  of  copper  and  sil- 
ver. The  wild  shooting  in  all  this 
district  of  Las  Nuevas  Poblaciones  is 
good,  so  also  is  the  fishing  in  the 
Guadalen , Guarrizaz , and  Guadalimar. 

The  two  towns  of  Baeza  and  Li- 
nares, as  is  common  in  unamalga- 
mating Spain,  do  not  love  their  neigh- 
bour. Baeza  quiere  pares,  y no  quiere 
Linares. 

The  traveller  may  either  strike 
up  to  Bailen,  2 L.,  or  return  to  Gra- 
nada by  Jaen — 2 L.  to  the  Venta  de 
Don  Juan,  and  1 L.  to  the  bridge  over 
the  Guadalquivir  at  Mengibar,  and 
thence  4 most  dreary  L.  to  Jaen.  See 
Index  for  details. 

The  communications  from  Granada 
will  be  found  in  the  preceding  pages  : 
to  Jaen,  Route  16;  toCordova,  R.  14; 
to  Seville,  byOsuna,  R.  13;  to  Ronda^ 
by  Antequera,  R.  21 ; to  Malaga,  by 
Alhama,  R,  25,  or  by  Loja,  R.  13. 
There  now  remains  the  Route  to 
Murcia  aud  the  Eastern  provinces. 
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The  petty  Reino  de  Murcia  contains  about  660  square  L.  It  is  of  an  irregular 
shape,  about  25  L.  long  by  23  broad,  and  is  bounded  to  the  E.  by  Valencia,  to 
the  N.  by  Cuenca  and  La  Mancha;  to  the  W.  by  Granada,  and  to  the  S.  by  the 
Mediterranean.  It  is  thinly  peopled,  and  -where  water  is  wanting'  is  almost  a 
desert,  but  the  irrigated  portions  and  Huertas  compensate  by  their  prodigious 
fertility,  producing  the  palm,  orange,  and  carob  tree,  silk,  soda,  bass- grass,  red 
peppers,  and  rich  wines.  The  mineralogy  is  most  interesting,  especially  in  the 
mining  districts  near  Cartagena.  The  best  line  of  route  is  that  which  compre- 
hends Lorca,  Murcia,  Cartagena,  Elche,  and  Alicante.  The  springs  and  au- 
tumns are  the  fittest  seasons  for  travelling ; the  former  are  all  flower,  the  latter 
all  fruit.  Murcia  was  the  cherished  province  of  the  Carthaginians,  and  was 
destined  by  them  to  replace  their  loss  of  Sicily,  as  it  contained  those  mines 
which  enabled  the  family  of  Hannibal  to  war  against  Rome  itself.  The  Goths 
of  Murcia  made  honourable  resistance  against  the  Moors,  and  their  leader,  # 
Theodimir,  was  allowed  to  retain  an  independent  sovereignty  during  his  life: 
hence  the  province  was  called  Belad  Tudmir,  a word  often  confounded  with 
Tadrnor , a country  of  palms,  which  do  indeed  flourish  here.  Under  the  Moors 
Mursiah  became  one  continuous  “ garden,”  and  hence  was  called  El  Bostan, 
as  well  as  Misr,  Egypt,  to  which  it  was  compared.  When  the  Kalifate  of  the 
Uinmeyahs  was  broken  up,  Mursiah  split  olf  into  an  independent  state,  under 
the  Beni- Tahir  family,  which  ruled  from  1038  to  1091  ; after  this,  internal  dis- 
sensions led  at  last,  in  1260,  to  the  triumph  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Moorish 
Murcians  were  reputed  to  be  obstinate  and  disobedient ; and  the  province,  lying 
in  an  out-of-the  way  corner,  is  considered  by  Spaniards  to  be  the  Bceotia  of  the 
south.  Thus  in  Murcia,  Murtia,  the  pagan  goddess  of  apathy  and  ignorance, 
has  long  ruled  undisturbed  and  undisputed.  Few  men  in  anywise  illustrious 
have  ever  been  produced  by  this  Dunciad  province.  The  lower  classes,  chiefly 
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agricultural,  are  alternately  sluggish  and  laborious.  Their  physiognomy  is 
African,  and  many  have  migrated  latterly  to  Algeria.  Superstitious,  litigious, 
and  revengeful,  they  remark  of  themselves  and  province,  that  the  earth  and 
climate  are  good,  but  all  that  is  between  them  is  bad.  El  cieln  y snelo  es 
btieno — el  entre  suelo  ntalo.  The  littoral  plains,  especially  about  Cartagena  and 
Alicante,  are  much  subject  to  earthquakes,  and  are  rendered  insalubrious  by 
salt-marshes.  The  salt  made  from  them  is  chiefly  shipped  to  the  Baltic.  The 
soda-plant  grows  abundantly  : of  the  four  kinds — the  barrilla,  algazal,  sosa,  and 
salicor — the  first  is  the  best  It  is  a low-tufted  spreading  bush,  of  a greenish 
colour,  ripening  into  a dull  brown.  The  plants,  when  dry,  are  burnt  on  iron 
gratings  over  pits,  and  the  saline  particles  sink  below  in  a vitrified  mass.  An 
acre  of  barrilla  will  produce  a ton  of  alcali,  but  it  is  an  exhausting  crop.  Here 
also  the  esparto,  the  bass  feather  grass  or  Spanish  rush,  Spartium  junceum,  genet 
d' Espagne,  grows  naturally  in  vast  quantities : hence  the  district  of  Cartagena 
was  called  by  the  Greeks,  to  trirapraptov — to  loiryyapiov  irtSiov,  and  by  the  Romans 
Campus  Spartarius,  Juncarius.  The  name  of  this  “ stipa  tenacissima  ” is  said 
to  be  derived  from  airtipu,  conserere.  It  resembles  the  spear-grass  which  grows 
on  the  sandy  sea-shores  of  Lancashire.  This  thin  wiry  rush  is  still  worked 
up  into  the  same  purposes  as  are  so  accurately  described  by  Pliny  (N.  H.  xix.  2) ; 
such  as  matting,  baskets,  soles  of  sandals,  ropes,  &c.  It  was  exported  largely 
to  Italy  (Strabo,  iii.  243).  These  are  the  Iberian  whips  of  Horace  (Epod.  iv.  3). 
The  rush,  when  c.ut,  is  dried  like  hay,  and  then  soaked  in  water  and  plaited. 
It  is  very  enduring,  and  the  manufacture,  as  formerly,  employs  multitudes  of 
women  and  children.  The  present  section  will  include  a portion  of  Valencia, 
as  Murcia  is  quitted  near  Orihuela;  but  the  description  of  the  Elche,  Alicante, 
and  Xativa  districts  will,  however,  come  conveniently  to  the  traveller  who  ap- 
proaches those  regions  from  Granada.  Murcia  is  ill  provided  with  roads  ; even 
the  great  communication  between  Granada  is  but  just  carriageable,  ill  pro- 
vided with  bridges,  very  wearisome,  and  with  poor  accommodation.  The  best 
plan  will  be,  on  leaving  Granada,  to  make  an  excursion  into  the  Alpujarras  to 
Almeria  (R.  xxvi.),  and  then  take  the  steamer  to  Cartagena.  There  is  a good 
local  and  heraldic  history  of  Murcia,  the  * Eiscursos  Historicos,’  Francisco 
Cascales,  Murcia,  1621 ; or  the  new  edition  of  1775. 
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Huetor  . . H 

Molinillo  . . 3 ,.  41 

Dit-xma  . . 11  ..  6 

Pnrullena  .8  ..  S 

Guadix  . . 1 .,  9 

Venta  de  Gor  3 ..  12 

Venta  de  Haul  1 ..  13 

lia/a  ...  3 ..16 

Cullar  ...  4 . . 20 

Chirivel  , . 3 . . 23 

Velez  Rubio  . 3 . . 26 

Lumberas . . » . . 31 

I,orca  ...  3 . . 34 

Totana  . . 4 ..38 

Lelirilla  . . 4 ..  42 

Murcia  . . 4 , . 48 


This  road  is  practicable  for  strong 
guleras  and  tarlanas.  It  is  better  to 
ride  it,  hiring  horses  to  Lorca,  whence 
a diligence  runs  to  Murcia;  reserving, 


however,  a power  of  taking  the  horses 
on,  if  preferred.  Leaving  Granada  by 
the  Puerta  de  Facalausa , Arabice  the 
pass  or  gate  of  the  almond-trees,  a two 
hours’  mountain  ride  leads  to  the  tole- 
rable posada  at  Huetor.  Hence,  pass- 
ing the  lofty  crags,  the  picturesque  de- 
files and  descents,  to  Molinillo,  and  wild 
aromatic  dehesas  to  burnt-up  Diezma. 
The  arid  soil  contrasts  with  the  snowy 
Sierra,  which  glitters  to  the  r.  Near 
| Pnrullena,  the  miserable  peasantry 
dwell  in  holes  or  cueuas,  excavated 
from  the  soft  hillocks.  Many  of  the 
loftier  hills  to  the  r.  bear  names  con- 
nected with  the  silver-mines  of  an- 
tiquity, such  as  Sierra  de  la  Mina, 
Sierra  del  Pozo,  &c. ; indeed,  all  this 
range,  down  to  the  Sierra  de  Filabres 
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and  Vera,  is  marble  and  metal  preg- 
nant. In  these  districts,  probably, 
were  the  Orospedan  chain ; the  Opos 
apyvpov  of  Strabo  (iii.  220)  ; the  Mons. 
Argentarius  of  Fest.  Avienus.  Bochart  ’ 
interprets  the  word  Orosphed  quasi 
Plied,  Punice  silver. 

Guadix,  Acci,  Arabice  wadi-ash, 
the  water  of  life,  eau  de  vie,  in  its 
mulberry-groves  looks  more  cheerful. 
There  is  a decent  posada  under  the 
town,  near  the  gate,  and  a nice  little 
Alameda.  Guadix  contains  9000  souls, 
and  is  a bishopric  suffragan  to  Gra- 
nada, although  it  claims  to  have  been 
converted  by  seven  prelates  sent  ex- 
pressly by  St.  Peter  and  Paul.  Walk 
up  to  the  Plaza,  with  its  columns  of 
the  1 5th  century : thence  to  the  Paseo 
de  la  Catedral,  and  observe  the  view 
over  the  Vega.  The  cathedral  is  un- 
important. The  coro  is  enriched  with 
many  small  statues,  carved  in  pear- 
wood  ; the  silleria  is  in  exaggerated 
plateresque : the  pulpits  are  composed 
of  the  red  and  green  Alpujarras  mar- 
bles. Coming  out  towards  the  bishop’s 
palace  is  a Roman  stone,  let  into  the 
wall,  aud  inscribed  “ Colon  Accis.” 
Hence  by  the  Calle  de  la  Muralla  to 
the  ruined  Moorish  castle.  Observe 
the  extraordinary  character  of  the  en- 
virons. The  whole  country  about  the 
town  resembles  a sea,  whose  waves 
have  suddenly  been  transformed  into 
solid  substances.  The  hillocks  rise 
up  fantastically  into  conical  and  pyra- 
midical  shapes  : their  marly  sides  are 
excavated  into  caves,  the  homes  of  the 
poor.  No  wonder  some  are  called  los 
dientes  de  la  Virja,  although  they  are 
more  like  the  teeth  of  a petrified  co- 
lossal crocodile  than  of  an  old  woman. 
These  localities,  once  covered  by 
water,  have  been  ploughed  by  the  re- 
tiring floods  into  gullies,  by  which  the 
whole  district  is  intersected.  Guadix 
is  renowned  for  its  knives,  made  with 
a molde,  or  catch,  by  which  the  blades 
can  be  fixed  and  converted  into  a 
dagger;  admirable  for  stabbing,  no- 
thing can  be  ruder  than  this  cutlery, 
which  however  answers  Spauish  pur- 
poses, and  that  gueira  al  cuchillo  which 
proved  scarcely  less  fatal  to  the  French 
than  the  British  bayonet.  Consult 
Sp. 


Historia  del  Obispado  de  Guadix  y 
Bara.  Pedro  Suarez,  fol.  Mad.  1696. 

About  $ L.  from  Guadix  ate  the 
baths  of  Graena.  The  accommoda- 
tions, as  usual,  are  wretched;  and 
many  visitors  prefer  lodging  in  the 
cool  caves  of  the  hills  to  the  hot  and 
inconvenient  houses.  LeavingGuadix, 
whence  the  bad  road  branches  off  for 
Almeria,  and  threading  a sea  of  pointed 
hillocks,  sandy,  earthy,  and  tawny, 
amid  which  the  esparto  rush  grows 
luxuriantly,  passing  a stream  and  a 
wild  ascent,  a midday  halt  may  be 
made  at  the  poor  Venta  de  ( or.  Ghaur 
means  a pass  in  Hindee,  while  ghur  in 
Arabic  is  a bottom,  a flat  low  country. 
The  town  lies  to  the  r.  Hence  to 
Baza,  3 long  L.  The  clay-built-look- 
ing city  lies  in  a rich  plain,  surrounded 
by  a country  ploughed  up  by  ravines 
and  Brobdignag  furrows.  Baza,  the 
Roman  Basti,  the  Moorish  Bdstah,  is 
an  agricultural  town  of  some  11,000 
souls : the  posada  is  roomy  and  good, 
FVagments  of  antiquity  are  constantly 
found  in  the  Vega,  and  are  as  con- 
stantly neglected  or  broken  to  pieces 
by  the  peasants,  who,  like  Moors,  think 
they  contain  hidden  treasures.  Baza 
was  taken  by  the  Christians,  after  a 
siege  of  seven  months,  Dec.  4,  1480. 
Isabella  came  in  person,  then  and  there, 
as  everywhere  else,  the  harbinger  of 
victory.  She  placed  her  battery  on 
the  site  of  the  present  posito,  or  grain 
deposit,  and  some  of  her  cannon  re- 
main near  the  rose-planted  Alameda, 
They  are  composed  of  bars  of  iron 
bound  by  hoops,  and  have  no  wheels, 
being  moved  by  strong  rings.  The 
splendid  Custodia  was  the  work  of 
Juan  Ruiz  of  Cordova.  The  cathedral 
is  unimportant.  It,  as  well  as  the 
town,  was  pillaged  by  Sebastian!. 

Baza  is  renowned  for  rich  red  wines, 
the  beverage  of  Granada.  The  women 
are  among  the  prettiest  in  Spain,  and, 
as  at  Guadix,  are  fair  complexioned. 
The  female  peasants  are  clad  in  green 
sagas,  with  black  stripes  and  red 
edgings.  With  their  sandalled  naked 
feet,  upright  elastic  step,  as  they  carry 
baskets  or  pitchers  on  their  heads, 
these  Hebes  are  quite  classical  and 
melodramatic.  The  Valencian  cos- 
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turne  now  begins,  and  the  striped 
manta  takes  the  place  of  the  cloak. 
There  are  two  local  histories : one  by 
Gonzalo  Argote  de  Molina ; the  other 
by  Pedro  Suarez,  fol.  Mad.  1606. 

Hence  by  a poplar  Alameda  to 
Cullar  de  Baza,  which  lies  in  a ravine 
below  its  Moorish  ruin,  and  in  a valley 
of  maize  and  vines.  It  is  a straggling 
place  of  some  5000  souls  built  on  its 
stream.  Half  of  the  dwellings  are  mere 
holes  dug  in  the  hill-side,  in  which 
the  rustics  burrow  and  breed  like 
rabbits,  and  they  are  all  fur  in  their 
sheepskin  jackets.  Here,  in  August, 
1811,  Freire  was  beaten  to  shreds  even 
by  Godiuot,  one  of  the  worst  of  French 
generals,  whose  incapacity  allowed  his 
foe,  skilled  in  flight,  to  escape  (_To- 
reno,  xvi.). 

Ascending  a broken  ridge,  the  mi- 
serable Venta  de  las  Vertientes  marks 
the  summit,  from  whence  the  “ parted 
waters  " descend  both  ways.  Chirivel 
is  in  the  district  of  flax  and  hemp, 
lino  y canamo.  The  latter,  when  cut, 
is  soaked  for  eight  days,  until  the  rind 
rots : it  is  then  beaten  on  round  stones, 
and  drawn  through  an  iron-toothed 
machine.  The  whole  process  is  un- 
wholesome, for  the  offensively-smell- 
ing soakings  produce  fever,  while  the 
minute  particles  which  fly  off  during 
the  beating  irritate  the  lungs  and 
induce  consumption.  Velez  el  Rubio 
is  approached  by  an  awful  league,  la 
del  Frayle,  which  is  at  least  five  miles 
long.  The  stream  is  pretty ; and  the 
two  rocky  knobs  of  the  Fiayle  and  La 
Mon j a are  singular.  Velez  el  Rubio 
is  a poor  but  well-peopled  place  of 
some  12,000  souls,  in  a most  fertile 
district,  which  also  abounds  in  fine 
jaspars:  the  white  houses  lie  under 
the  castle  in  a picturesque  hill-girt 
situation.  Near  it  is  the  fuente  del 
gato,  a ferruginous  mineral  water, 
and  excellent  for  nervous  disorders. 
The  posada  was  built  in  1785  by  the 
Duke  of  Alva,  who  owns  large  estates 
in  these  parts.  The  exterior  is  grand, 
the  interior  is  all  want.  Velez  el 
Rubio,  although  unarmed  and  unre- 
sisting, was  dreadfully  sacked  by  Se- 
bastiani  in  April,  1810. 

Passing  the  steep  Cuesta  de  Viota, 


we  enter  Murcia.  The  high  road  to 
Lorca  is  carried  over  the  ridge  at  el 
Puerto  de  Lumbreras : but  the  traveller 
t should  make  a mountain  ddtour  to  the 
1.  by  the  noble  castle  of  Xiquena,  dining 
at  the  venta  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  and  beyond  the  picturesque 
mills.  The  stone  pines  are  magni- 
ficent. Make  then  a detour  to  the  1. 
to  the  Puntano  of  Lorca : an  enormous 
dyke,  called  el  puente,  is  built  of  a fine 
yellow  stone  across  the  narrow  valley : 
it  is  said  to  be  1500  ft.  high,  and  con- 
sists of  seven  ramps  or  caminus,  each 
12  ft.  wide;  thus  the  base  would  be 
84  ft.  thick.  This  dams  up  the  rivu- 
let into  a reservoir  lake ; the  waters 
are  doled  out  to  the  lands  below. 
These  Pantanos  are  the  precise  By- 
zantine vSpa\ia,  the  Beudts  by  which 
Constantinople  is  supplied.  This  one, 
was  a speculation  of  the  company  de 
Prades,  formed  in  1775,  by  whom 
money  was  raised  for  the  MurCian 
canal  at  7^  per  cent.,  which,' being 
guaranteed  by  Charles  III.,  was  lent 
readily.  In  1791  Godoy  reduced 
it  to  3 per  cent,  deducting  the 
whole  amount  of  the  previously  paid 
difference  qf  4 j.  The  dyke  across  the 
orge  was  finished  in  1789.  It  was 
lied  for  the  first  time  in  Feb.  1802, 
and  gave  way  April  2,  destroying 
everything  for  nearly  fifty  miles  below. 
Similar  was  the  reservoir  and  the  de- 
struction of  the  Sitte  Mareb,  the  work 
of  Solomon’s  Queen  of  Sheba,  which 
swept  entire  cities  from  the  face  of 
Arabia  (Sale’s  1 Koran,’  i.  12). 

Following  the  lines  of  damage  for  2 
L.,  we  reach  Lorca,  Elicroca,  Lorcah, 
with  a decent  inn  and  diligence  to 
Murcia : the  town  is  built  under  the 
Monte  de  Oro,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Sangonera,  which  soon  falls  into  the 
Segura.  Lorca  is  a dull,  rambling  old 
city,  with  steep  and  tortuous  streets,  but 
clean  and  good  houses:  inhabitants 
under  22,000.  It  was  the  Moorish 
key  of  Murcia.  The  castle  is  still  a 
fine  specimen,  and  worth  visiting. 
The  tower  Espolon,  and  the  long  lines 
of  walls,  are  Moorish.  That  called 
the  Alfonsina  is  Spanish,  and  was 
built  by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  who  gave 
the  city  for  its  arms  his  bust  on  this 
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tower,  with  a key  in  one  hand  and  a 
sword  in  the  other,  with  the  legend, — 

“ Lorca  solum  gratum,  castrum  super  astra 
loeatum, 

Ease  minas  gravis,  et  regni  tutissima  clavis.” 

The  fa?ade  of  the  Colegiata  is  Co- 
rinthian and  composite.  The  interior 
is  dark,  but  rejoices  in  relics  of  its 
patron  San  Patricio,  a rival  to  St. 
Patrick.  The  tower  has  a Murcian 
pepper-box  dome.  The  old  Plaza, 
with  its  arched  prison  and  rambling 
streets,  are  picturesque.  There  is  a to- 
lerable Gothic  church.  La  Santa  Maria. 
The  walks  are  pleasant,  especially 
the  Alameda,  near  the  river.  In  the 
Corredera  is  a pillar  and  Roman  inscrip- 
tion. Images  of  San  Vicente  Ferrer  (see 
Valencia,  p.  200)  now  begin  to  appear. 
Lorca  was  twice  sacked  by  the  French. 
Here,  Feb.  1 81 1,  Freire  fled  as  usual  on 
the  second  approach  of  Sebastiani. 
There  is  a local  history,  ‘Antigiiedades, 
&c.,  de  Lorca,’  Pedro  Morote  Perez 
Chaecos,  fol.  Murcia,  1741 ; and  Orde- 
nanzas  y Privilegios,  4to.  Gran.  1713. 

From  Lorca  to  Murcia  the  route  is 
arid  and  desolate  from  want  of  water. 
Totana  and  the  mud-built  Lebrilla 
are  the  head-quarters  of  Murcian 
gipsies,  whose  costume  is  very  gay  and 
ornate.  They  are  the  innkeepers  of 
the  district.  Their  grand  rendezvous 
is  at  Palmas  de  San  Juan,  where  they 
dance  the  Toca,  Ole,  and  Mandel. 
Totana  is  divided  by  these  dark 
children  of  the  Zend  into  two  portions, 
called,  in  remembrance  of  their  be- 
loved “ Safacoro,”  “ Sevilla  y Triana.” 
Near  Totana  commences  La  Sierra  de 
Espaiia,  in  the  snow  of  which  the 
gipsies  traffic.  The  town  has  a fine 
fountain,  supplied  by  a handsome 
aqueduct.  It  contains  8000  souls, 
and  has  a Colegiata.  The  vegetation, 
where  there  is  water,  is  tropical : tall 
whispering  canes  and  huge  aloes, 
towering  up  in  candelabras,  are  inter- 
mingled with  palm-trees  and  gigantic 
sun-flowers,  whose  seeds  are  eaten  by 
the  poor.  The  low  thatched  cottages 
of  the  peasants  have  projecting  roofs, 
and  gable  ends,  on  which  is  the  cross 
of  Caravaca,*  the  relic  of  these  locali- 

* Caravaca  lie*  up  in  the  hills,  11  L.  from 


I ties,  and  which  now  supersedes  the 
: Rostro  of  Jaen.  In  the  distance  the 
1 cathedral  tower  rises  above  level 
j plantations,  of  oranges,  mulberries, 

] golden  maize,  and  red  pepper.  The 
peasants,  with  handkerchiefs  on 
heads  like  turbans,  and  white  kilts, 
look,  from  this  contrast  of  linen  with 
bronzed  flesh,  as  dusky  as  Moors. 
The  pretty  women  are  made  more  so 
by  their  ballet  costume  of  blue  sayas 
and  yellow  boddices.  The  city  is  en- 
tered by  the  pleasant  Alameda  del 
Carmen,  traversing  the  Plaza  with  its 
highly-worked  iron  balconies,  and 
thence  over  the  muddy,  half-exhausted 
Segura,  by  a fine  bridge  built  in  1720. 

The  best  Fonda  is  in  the  Plaza  de 
San  Leandro  ; the  best  posadas  are  the 
San  Antonio  and  la  de  la  Alhondiga. 
La  del  Comercio  is  in  the  Calle  de  la 
Rambla  del  Cuerno.  In  the  Calle 
Mayor  are  two  decent  casas  de  pupilos ; 
one  kept  by  Juan  Gutierez,  the  other 
by  Dona  Maria  Romero.  Consult 
* Discursos  Historicos,’  Cascales,  fol. 
Murcia,  1621. 

A day  will  suffice  for  Murcia : the 
capital  of  its  province,  it  is  placed  in 
the  centre  of  the  fertile  Huerta,  the 
Moorish  al-Bostan,  “garden,”  which 
extends  5 L.  in  length  by  3 in  breadth, 
and  is  watered  from  a magnificent 
Moorish  contrivance  called  the  C'on- 
traparada,  and  by  the  river,  which  is 
sangrado,  or  bled  to  death.  Silk  is 
the  staple,  and  red-pepper  powder, 
which  is  sent  all  over  Spain.  Murcia 
was  built  by  the  Moors,  from  the 
materials  of  the  Roman  Murgi,  Murci 

Murcia,  and  is  a considerable  town ; the  castle 
is  called  La  Santa  Cruz.  The  city  arms  are  a 
“ red  cow,  with  across  on  its  back the  origin 
being,  that  the  captive  Don  Gines  Perez  Chi- 
rinos,  when  very  desirous,  May  3,  1231,  to  say 
mass  to  a Moorish  king  of  the  ill-omened  name 
Decev t,  had  no  cross,  whereupon  angels  brought 
one  Sown  from  heaven.  The  Moor  was  In- 
stantly converted,  Miracles  have  ever  since 
been  wrought.  Rings,  when  rubbed  against 
the  cross,  protect  the  wearers  from  illness; 
any  water  into  which  it  is  dipped  obtains  sana- 
tive qualities.  The  peasants  fancied  that  it 
would  secure  them  from  Sehastiani'a  pillagers, 
which  it  did  not.  Volumes  have  been  written 
on  its  powers.  Consult  Cuatro  ciento  Milagrot, 
Jaine  llleda,  Hvo.  Val.  1600;  Cascales,  p.  17; 
Historia,  Juan  de  Robles,  tto.  Mail.  1614; 
ditto  Martin  C.  Fz.  Pinero,  fol.  Madrid,  1722. 
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Arcilacis.  It  ■was  called  Mursiah, 
and  Hadhrat  Tadmir,  the  “court  of 
Theodomir,”  its  independent  Gothic 
prince.  It  neither  is  nor  ever  was 
dedicated  to  Venus,  the  lover  of  myr- 
tles, as  some,  misled  by  mere  sound, 
have  affirmed.  The  Segura  is  the 
Tader,  Terebis,  Serebis  of  the  ancients, 
the  Skehurah  of  the  Moors.  The  city 
contains  about  35,000  souls,  and  is  the 
see  of  a bishop  suffragan  to  Toledo, 
who  is  still  called  de  Cartagena, 
which  was  originally  the  site  of  the 
metropolitan,  and  since  the  removal, 
the  two  cities  have  abhorred  each 
other  most  devoutly.  Murcia  was 
taken  from  the  Moors  in  1240,  by 
St.  Ferdinand;  it  rebelled,  and  was 
reconquered  by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  who 
left,  as  a precious  legacy,  his  bowels 
to  the  dean  and  chapter,  t.  e.  coals  to 
Newcastle ; had  he  bequeathed  a 
portion  of  his  brains,  this  Dunciad 
see  and  city  might  have  profited,  for 
it  is  the  dullest  city  in  Spain,  which 
is  no  trifle,  and  one  of  the  driest ; but 
whenever  rain  is  wanted,  the  miracu- 
lous image  of  our  Lady  of  Fuensanta 
is  brought  in  grand  procession  from 
Algezares,  1 L. ; the  priest  having  first 
consulted  his  barometer  before  fixing 
the  day,  this  spot,  her  sanctuary,  is  also 
a favourite  holiday  lounge  for  devout 
persons.  The  image  is  duly  brought 
to  the  cathedral  during  the  September 
Novenas. 

The  streets  of  Murcia  are  generally 
narrow,  and  many  of  the  houses  are 
painted  in  pink  and  yellow  colours; 
those  of  the  Hidalgos  are  decorated 
with  armorial  bearings  ; observe,  for 
example,  the  Casa  Pinares,  in  the 
Calle  de  la  Plateria.  The  city  arms 
■ere  six  crowns  with  an  orle  of  lions 
and  castles.  Visit  the  Alcazar,  forti- 
fied in  1405  by  Enrique  III.;  ascend 
the  cathedral  tower,  which  was  begun 
in  1522  by  Cardinal  Mateo  de  Langa, 
and  finished  in  1766.  The  stone  chain 
is  in  compliment  to  the  Velez  family, 
whose  armorial  bearing  it  is ; it  is 
crowned  with  a dome,  and  is  the  type 
of  most  other  belfries  in  this  province  ; 
it  rises  in  compartments,  like  a drawn- 
out  telescope;  from  the  summit  the 
eye  sweeps  far  and  wide ; below  lies 


the  circular  city,  with  flat  bluish  roofs, 
and  cane  pigeon-houses.  The  Huerta , 
where  there  is  water,  is  green ; where 
that  ceases,  as  beyond  Alcantarilla, 
the  tawny  desert  recommences.  The 
plain  is  studded  with  forms  and  droop- 
ing palm-trees ; the  pointed  isolated 
hill  to  the  E.  is  the  Monte  Agudo, 
whence  a title  is  taken,  like  our  Mon- 
tagu and  Egremont.  The  cathedral 
was  begun  in  1353,  and  altered  in 
1521 ; the  faqade,  by  Jayrne  Bort,  is  a 
churrigueresque.  Inside  observe  the 
Gothic  niches  behind  the  Coro,  the 
carved  Silleria  and  organ,  and  the 
chapel,  with  an  alto-relievo,  in  stone, 
of  the  Nativity ; the  sculpture  is  not 
good,  but  the  effect,  in  the  dim  light, 
is  striking ; opposite,  in  a gaudy 
frame,  is  a pretty  Madona  and  Child ; 
the  Retablo  is  full  of  old  carving ; the 
stones  near  the  high  altar  are  picked 
out  with  gold,  as  at  Toledo ; here,  in 
an  urna,  are  the  bowels  of  Alonso  el 
Sabio ; and  opposite,  in  a silver  vase, 
are  portions  of  the  tutelar  saints  San 
Fulgencio  and  Santa  Florentina,  whose 
brother  was  the  great  archbishop  San 
Isidoro.  The  Sacristia  mayor  has  some 
fine  dark  wood-carving,  of  1 525  ; the 
portal  is  rich  plateresque ; the  splen- 
did plate  was  stolen  and  melted  by  the 
French,  especially  the  Custodia  and 
Copon  of  pure  gold.  The  smaller  silver 
Custodia,  which  escaped  miraculously, 
is  ornamented  with  grapes  and  spiral 
columns,  and  was  made  by  Perez  de 
Montalto,  1677.  As  usual,  this  cathe- 
dral has  a parish  church  annexed,  de- 
dicated to  the  Virgin,  and  called  La 
Santa  Maria.  In  the  Capilla  del  Sa- 
grario  is  an  excellent  Marriage  of  the 
Virgin,  by  Juanes,  painted  in  1516  for 
Juan  de  Molina:  see  the  inscription. 
The  Capilla  de  los  Velez  contains 
some  singular  stone  chains,  the  badge 
of  the  family;  the  portal  of  bluish- 
veined  marble  is  enriched  with  statues 
of  royal  and  local  saint®,  in  which 
figures  San  Hermenigildo,  who  was 
l>orn  at  Cartagena : the  interior  is 
octagonal,  and  incongruous  in  style 
and  ornament.  Observe  the  St.  Luke 
writing  his  Gospel,  by  Francisco 
Garcia,  1607,  ana  the  Pasox,  the 
chains  and  sprigs  of  a tree,  and  the 
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gigantic  skeleton.  This  cathedral 
suffered  much  in  the  earthquake  of 
1829,  when  the  tower,  fa9ade,  and 
dome  of  the  transept  were  cracked. 
The  capacious  episcopal  palace  near 
the  cathedral  is  a vile  Rococo  thing 
of  the  bad  period  of  1768,  and  is  made 
worse  by  its  pink  and  green  daubings. 

Murcia  has  little  fine  art ; much  of 
the  carving  in  it  and  the  province  is 
by  Francisco  Zarcillo,  who  died  here 
in  1781,  and  who,  had  he  lived  in  a 
better  age,  possessed  the  capabilities 
of  a true  artist.  In  the  church  of  San 
JSicolas  is  an  exquisite  San  Antonio, 
carved  in  wood  in  a brown  Capuchin 
dress,  about  18  inches  high,  by  Alonso 
Cano,  and  inscribed : it  is  the  gem  of 
Murcia.  The  traveller  may  walk 
through  the  Traperia  and  Plateria, 
busy  streets,  with  summer  awnings 
stretched  above,  and  sparkling  dressed 
peasantry  grouped  below ; here  are 
the  shops  of  the  silversmiths  and  the 
sellers  of  mantas  y ulforjas,  i.  e.  gay 
parti-coloured  striped  mantles  and 
saddle-bags.  The  mantas,  which  are 
much  renowned,  ought  always  to  have 
a knot  of  ribbons  in  the  corner,  which 
is  usually  added  by  the  fair  hand  of  a 
querida.  The  Almudi,  Arabice  “ Gra- 
nary," is  still  the  corn  magazine ; the 
post-office  and  prison  contain  some 
Moorish  remains ; there  is  also  a 
Plaza  de  Toros.  The  favourite  walks 
are  the  Carmen,  with  its  shady  seats, 
and  the  Arenal,  the  “ Strand.”  The 
red  granite  monument  to  Ferdinand 
VII.  is  heavy,  and  the  weirs  and 
water-mills  would  be  more  picturesque 
were  the  stream  of  a better  colour. 
There  is  a good  botanical  garden. 
The  ill-provided  hospital  of  the  town, 
like  one  tower  of  the  cathedral,  is  only 
begun,  and  probably  never  will  be 
finished. 

The  Murcians,  although  dull,  are 
no  cowards ; thus  in  the  War  of  the 
Succession,  its  gallant  bishop  Luis  de 
Beluga  beat  off  the  Germans,  and  held 
it  for  Philip  V.  This  province  was 
never  permanently  occupied  by  the 
French;  it  was  overrun  by  Soult’s 
brother  and  Sebastiani,  who  came 
rather  to  levy  contributions  than  from 
any  military  reasons  (Toreno,  xv.). 


Sebastiani  was  its  Alaric;  he,  in 
March,  1810,  sallied  from  Granada 
with  6000  men ; Freire,  although  he 
had  19,000  men,  did  not  dare  to  face 
him  (Nap.  xiii.  6),  but  fell  back  on 
Alicante,  where  there  were  English  to 
support  him,  as  at  San  Marcial.  Se- 
bastiani was  the  first  who  arrived  on 
the  23rd  of  April  at  unplundered 
Murcia ; he  pledged  his  word  of  ho- 
nour that  persons  and  property  should 
be  sacred,  entered  the  confiding,  un- 
resisting town,  “assumed  royal  ho- 
nours, and,  because  the  municipality 
had  not  welcomed  him  with  salvos, 
fined  them  100,000  dollars;  after 
having  got  together  some  five  quin- 
tals of  plate  from  churches,  and  con- 
vents, and  private  houses,  he  returned 
to  Granada  laden  with  plunder  and 
infamy.”  Toreno’s  (xi.)  details  of 
the  horrors  and  excesses  then  com- 
mitted in  the  town  are  fully  borne  out 
by  Sehepeler  (ii.  537).  To  this  fatal 
sack  Murcia  owes  its  denudation  of 
wealth  and  art. 

Sebastiani  was  afterwards  imitated 
by  Soult’s  brother,  who  during  one  of 
his  razzia  visits  was  feasting  in  the 
bishop’s  palace  when  the  inhabitants, 
headed  by  Martin  de  Cervera,  rose  on 
their  plunderers  ; Cervera  was  killed, 
and  the  site  of  his  death  is  still  pointed 
out  Gen.  Soult  rose,  panic-struck, 
from  table,  and  fled,  committing 
frightful  atrocities.  See  Toreno,  xvii. 
and  Sehepeler,  iii.  497. 

There  are  regular  diligences  to  and 
from  Lorca,  Cartagena,  and  Alicante, 
but  to  Madrid  there  is  only  a yalera  ; 
the  common  carriage  in  these  parts 
is  the  Valeneian  one-horsed  tartana, 
wliich  may  be  hired  at  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  reals  per  day,  not  in- 
cluding the  keep  of  the  driver  and  his 
horse.  Iu  the  vicinity  of  Murcia  are 
many  mineral  and  sulphur  baths ; the 
most  frequented  are  those  of  Archena, 
Alhama,  El  Azaraque,  and  Hellin. 
The  accommodations  are  bad,  and  the 
local  doctors  swear  that  the  waters 
are  dangerous  if  taken  without  their 
previous  advice.  This  corner  of  Spain 
is  the  chief  volcanic  district  of  the 
Peninsula,  which  stretches  from  Cabo 
de  Gata  to  near  Cartagena ; the  earth- 
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quakes  are  very  frequent.  This  dis- 
trict lies  nearly  in  the  same  parallel 
as  Lisbon,  where  earthquakes  and 
volcanic  rocks  also  occur ; and  the 
same  line,  if  extended  westward, 
would  touch  the  Azores,  which  are 
also  volcanic;  and  eastward  would 
run  through  Sicily  and  Smyrna,  both 
which  localities  present  the  same  class 
of  phenomena. 

KOCTE  32. — MURCIA  TO  MADRID. 


Lorqui  . . . • 

. 3 

Ciezar  .... 

. 4 

..  7 

Torre  .... 

. 3 

..  10 

Hellin  .... 

. 3 

..  13 

Venta  Nueva  . . 

. 4 

..  17 

Pozo  de  la  Peila  . 

. a 

..  19 

Albacete  . • . 

. 2 

..  21 

Madrid  .... 

. 33 

..  56 

This  is  a dreary,  uninteresting  route ; 
the  road  is  bad,  although  there  has 
been  long  much  talk  about  making  a 
new  one.  The  traveller  must  ride  or 
get  to  Albacete  as  he  can,  and  there 
take  up  the  Valencian  diligences.  The 
fertility  of  Mol ino  is  unrivalled:  the 
cochineal  or  Nopal  is  abundant;  the 
population  is  agricultural,  and  the 
women  busy  spinners.  At  Lorqui,  near 
the  Segura,  much  rice  is  grown ; near 
it  is  the  site  where  Publius  and  Cneius 
Scipio  were  defeated  and  killed  by 
Masinissa,  211  b.c.  The  Romans  had 
taken  20,000  Spaniards  into  their  pay, 
and  were  deserted  by  their  allies  in 
the  critical  moment,  and  left  to  bear 
the  whole  brunt  single-handed. 

Ciezar,  population  6000,  rises  above 
the  river  on  a peninsular  table  over 
plains  of  incredible  fertility : on  the 
opposite  hill  are  the  remains  of  an 
ancient  Roman  town.  Hellin,  Ilunum, 
a town  of  7000  souls,  lies  on  the  slope 
of  the  Segura  chain ; the  Posada 
mieva  is  the  best ; the  Roman  city  was 
at  Binaseda,  where  vestiges  may  be 
traced.  Hellin  is  a tidy  town,  of  8000 
souls,  well  paved,  with  neatly-painted 
houses,  and  an  air  of  comfort  and 
aseo ; the  parroquia  is  very  fine,  with 
three  aisles ; observe  the  boveda,  sup- 
ported by  pillars,  and  the  masonry 
and  the  marble  pavement  at  the  en- 
trance; from  the  hermitage  of  San 
Rosario,  in  the  old  castle,  the  view  is 
extensive ; near  Hellin  are  the  mine- 


ral baths  of  Azaraque,  and  distant  3^ 
L.  the  celebrated  mines  of  sulphur. 

Hellin  was  dreadfully  sacked  by  the 
French  under  Montbrun  (see  Sche- 
peler,  iii.  495) ; and  afterwards  became 
the  point  where  Joseph,  flying  from 
Madrid,  and  Soult  from  Seville,  after 
Marmont’s  rout  at  Salamanca,  united 
with  Suchet ; the  misconduct  of  Bal- 
lesteros, by  disobeying  the  Duke’s 
orders  to  place  himself  in  the  Sierra 
de  Alcaraz,  left  the  way  open  to  the 
enemy  to  regain  Madrid.  From  Hellin 
there  is  a wild  mountain  track  to 
Manzanares,  14  L.  through  the  Sierra 
de  Alcaraz.  The  high  road  to  Madrid 
and  Valencia  is  entered  at  Pozo  de  la 
Pena;  for  which  and  Albacete  see 
R.  106. 

ROUTE  33. — MURCIA  TO  CARTAGENA, 

9 L. 

Those  going  to  Alicante  may  either 
go  direct  in  the  diligence,  or  they  may 
take  the  diligence  to  Cartagena,  and 
then  the  steamer;  or  they  may  ride 
from  Cartagena  to  Orihuela,  and  then 
take  up  the  Murcian  diligence  to  Ali- 
cante, by  which  means  they  will  see 
Elche,  the  Palmyra  of  Europe,  which 
is  the  plan  that  we  should  suggest. 
Proceeding  to  Cartagena,  after  cross- 
ing the  Segura,  the  well-planted  road 
soon  ascends  a ridge,  and,  passing  el 
Puerto,  descends  into  the  uninteresting 
salitrose  plain ; the  least  bad  fonda  is 
that  of  Gutierrez  at  the  end  of  the 
Calle  Mayor;  other  and  indifferent 
posadas  are  los  Cuatro  Santos  and  la 
Rosa  de  San  Antonio. 

Cartagena,  xaPXlfi*v  V vra,  Car- 
thago nova,  was  the  new  Carthage 
founded  by  the  Barca  family,  when 
they  meditated  making  themselves  in- 
dependent rulers  of  Spain  (Justin,  xxi. 
4) ; this  name  is  a double  pleonasm  ; 
Carthago,  Karth-liadtha,  meaning  it- 
self “ the  new  city,”  in  reference  to 
old  Tyre.  The  admirable  port  stood 
opposite  to  the  Carthaginian  coast  and 
half  way  between  Gaddir,  Cadiz,  and 
Barcino,  Barcelona ; it  was  their  grand 
arsenal ; a full  account  of  its  capture 
by  Scipio  is  given  by  Livy  (xxvi.  42) 
and  Polybius  (lib.  x.). 

Cartagena  continued  to  flourish  un- 
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der  the  Romans,  -who  now  called  it 
“ Colouia  Victrix  Julia.”  All  the 
ancient  learning  is  collected  bj  Ukert 
(i.  ii.  400).  The  place  was  all  but 
destroyed  by  the  Goths,  who  were  not 
a naval  people ; and  San  Isidoro,  who 
was  born  there  in  595,  speaks  of  it  as 
then  desolate  (Orig.  xv.  1).  Carta- 
gena is  now  a Plaza  de  Armas , and 
gives  the  name  to  a bishopric,  al- 
though Murcia  has  been  the  see  since 
1219  : for  the  ecclesiastical  history  and 
hagiography,  consult  ‘ Cartagena  de 
Espana  i lustra  da,’  folio,  two  parts,  Le- 
andro Soler,  Gran.  1614  ; ‘ Discursos' 
Francisco  Cascales  j ‘ Inscripciones,’ 
Conde  de  Lumiares,  4to.  Mure.  1777-78. 

Cartagena  is  now  much  decayed ; it 
scarcely  contains  30,000  inhabitants, 
instead  of  the  60,000  of  1786,  when 
Charles  III.  endeavoured  to  force  a 
naval  establishment.  This  was  so  re- 
duced, that  Toreno  records,  when  the 
war  of  independence  broke  out,  there 
was  not  even  lead  for  bullets  in  this 
far-famed  arsenal ; the  few  unservice- 
able ships  were  only  saved  by  our 
Capt,  Hargood,  after  infinite  diffi- 
culties, raised  by  the  officials,  who  sus- 
pected him  of  evil  motives.  Here 
were  fitted  out  those  fleets  which  were 
crushed  at  Cape  St.  Vincent  and  Tra- 
falgar. Cartagena,  like  El  Ferrol,  La 
Carraca,  and  other  Spanish  naval  arse- 
nals, is  now  in  a wretched  condition. 

The  port,  scooped  out  by  the  mighty 
hand  of  Nature,  “ impenso  Naturae  ad- 
juta  favore  ” (Sil-  Ital.  xv.  220),  alone 
remains  the  same ; owing  nothing  to 
the  care  of  man,  nor  to  be  spoilt  by  his 
neglect,  it  is  the  best  on  this  eastern 
and  harbourless  coast,  and  was  ranked 
with  July  and  August  by  the  admiral 
of  Philip  II.,  when  the  monarch  de- 
manded which  was  his  safest  harbour : 
here  even  the  navy  of  England  might 
ride.  It  is  accurately  described  by 
Virgil  (dEn.  i.  163);  “Est  in  secessu 
longo  locus,”  See.  The  hills  which 
fringe  the  bay  render  it  land-locked ; 
the  island,  La  Islota  or  little  island, 
near  the  narrow  entrance,  is  also 
called  La  Escombrera,  a corruption  of 
the  ancient  name  Scombaria,  from  the 
scombri  or  mackerel  from  which  such 
famous  pickle  was  made  (Strabo,  iii. 
239).  1 


The  best  street  in  Cartagena  is  the 
Calle  Mayor.  There  is  plenty  of  good 
red  marble  for  ornamental  purposes. 
To  see  the  arsenal,  an  order  must  be 

Srocured  from  the  Comandante  de 
larina ; but  ruin,  neglect,  and  empti- 
ness prevail  everywhere,  and  the  tra- 
veller will  be  pained  when  he  walks 
round  the  silent  quays  and  parade  at 
the  head  of  the  harbour,  and  beholds 
the  fine  marine  school,  a building 
better  than  its  pupils.  The  fortifica- 
tions, barracks,  hospitals,  arsenals, 
extensive  rope- walks,  foundries,  basins, 
and  dock-yards  are  fine,  all  that  is 
wanting  is,  life ; the  last  were  pumped 
out  by  the  galley-slaves.  The  details 
of  Townshend  and  Swinburne,  eye- 
witnesses, recall  the  hell  under  earth, 
and  the  murderous  system  of  the  Car- 
thaginians, described  by  Diod.  Sic. 
(v.  360).  The  port  of  Cartagena  is 
now  much  deserted,  as  there  is  no 
navy,  and  commerce  prefers  Alicante. 
The  fish  of  this  coast  is  excellent, 
especially  the  folado.  The  catching 
the  tunny,  and  the  export  of  burrilla, 
and  mining,  are  the  chief  occupations 
of  the  population.  A glass-manufac- 
tory has  recently  been  established  by 
an  Englishman,  as  here  nature  fur- 
nished abundantly  the  raw  materials 
of  sand  and  alcali. 

Cartagena,  during  the  Peninsular 
war,  being  defended  by  the  English, 
was,  like  the  similarly  circumstanced 
Cadiz,  Tarifa,  and  Alicante,  never 
possessed  by  the  French  in  spite  of  all 
their  numbers  and  efforts.  The  town 
is  dull  and  unhealthy,  and  the  water 
brackish.  The  swamp  el  Almojar  is 
left  undrained,  as  if  to  breed  fever  and 
pestilence.  The  stone  used  in  build- 
ing is  friable,  and  adds  to  the  dilapi- 
dated look.  The  traveller  may  ascend 
some  of  the  heights  for  the  view, 
either  those  of  the  chief  forts,  La 
Galera,  La  Atalaya,  or  San  Julian,  a 
gun  placed  on  which  would  sweep  the 
port.  The  alcazar  was  built  in  1244 
by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  who  gave  the  city 
for  arms  “ that  castle  washed  by 
waves.”  However  torpid  man  and 
water,  the  element  of  hatred  against 
their  neighbour  Murcia  burns  fiercely : 
they  never  have  forgotten  or  forgiven 
the  removal  of  the  see. 
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We  are  now  in  a metal-pregnant  district,  and  Murcia  at  this  moment  is 
mining  mad.  Spain  has  long  supplied  the  ancient  and  modern  world  with  the 
precious  metals : the  Phoenicians  were  the  first  to  discover  this  Peru  of  anti- 
quity, and  long  kept  the  secret  to  themselves  with  a jealous  precaution  and 
closely  guarded  monopoly,  which  their  descendants  imitated  in  regard  to  their 
golden  colonies  of  the  New  World.  The  possession  of  this  country  of  gold,  the 
source  of  the  sinews  of  war,  and  the  secret  of  power,  soon  became  the  bone  of 
contention  among  nations  (App.  ‘ B.  H.’  482) ; all  the  particulars  will  be  found 
in  Strabo,  iii.  and  Diod.  Siculus,  v. 

The  invasion  of  the  Moor  led  to  the  discontinuance  of  their  working ; and  when 
he  was  expelled,  the  almost  simultaneous  discovery  of  the  New  World  threw 
into  the  lap  of  Spain  a virgin  source  of  unexhausted  wealth : so  the  long  neg- 
lected mines  at  home  were  closed  in  1600  by  a royal  order.  Latterly,  since  the 
loss  of  the  Transatlantic  colonies,  much  attention  has  been  directed  to  these  former 
sources  of  treasure.  Ferdinand  VII.,  by  his  decree,  July  4,  1823,  permitted 
every  one  to  seek  and  acquire  possession  of  mineral  deposit  or  vein  on  any  land 
whatever,  provided,  in  case  of  failure,  all  damage  done  was  compensated  to  the 
proprietor.  In  order  to  obtain  possession,  application  must  be  made  to  the  dis- 
trict inspector,  accompanied  by  a specification  of  the  mine  solicited,  upon  which, 
once  admitted  and  registered,  the  party  interested,  within  ninety  days,  is  bound 
to  open  a shaft,  to  at  least  ten  varas  or  yards  deep.  The  inspector  proceeds 
to  the  spot,  measures  the  bounds  of  the  demarcation,  when  the  formal  act,  deli- 
vered to  the  applicant,  becomes  his  title  to  legal  possession.  Each  perlinencia, 
or  sett,  is  fixed  at  200  varas  in  length  and  100  in  breadth,  which  cannot  after- 
wards be  divided ; nor  can  two  contiguous  setts  be  granted  to  the  same  indi- 
vidual, excepting,  first,  when  a new  vein  has  been  discovered ; secondly,  in  case 
works  are  resumed  which  had  previously  been  abandoned ; thirdly,  when  a 
company  of  at  least  three  persons  has  been  formed ; and  fourthly,  provided  a 
legal  transfer  of  the  property  has  been  made. 

“ So  long  as  the  grantee  complies  with  his  obligations,  the  property  thus  ac- 
quired is  held  sacred,  and  the  possessor  can  dispose  of  it  as  best  suits  him.  The 
works  of  no  mine,  once  opened,  can  be  suspended  without  previous  notice  to  the 
inspector,  nor  is  any  mine  considered  at  work  which  has  not  at  least  four  per- 
sons employed  upon  it  internally  or  externally.  Miners  are  allowed  to  use  the 
waters  of  adjacent  springs  and  streams  for  their  own  purposes,  and  also  to  pro- 
cure in  the  neighbouring  forests  such  timber  for  props  and  fuel  as  they  may 
require,  provided  the  owners  are  indemnified.  On  the  same  principle,  addi- 
tional ground  may  be  obtained  to  construct  the  corresponding  works,  offices, 
and  dwellings.  With  the  exception  of  iron-mines,  each  sett,  of  the  dimensions 
above  named,  is  annually  to  pay  to  government  dues  equal  to  1000  reals,  or 
10/.,  and  each  furnace  establishment  500  reals  for  every  100  square  varas  of 
ground  occupied,  besides  5 per  cent,  on  all  ores  smelted.  The  right  of  posses- 
sion acquired  in  the  manner  above  stated  is  lost,  first,  in  case  works  have  not 
been  commenced  within  the  ninety  days  specified ; secondly,  when  the  same 
have  been  suspended  without  due  notice ; thirdly,  when,  after  due  notice,  they 
have  been  suspended  for  a period  of  four  months  consecutively,  or  eight  months 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  excepting  a war,  plague,  or  famine  should  have  inter- 
vened ; and  fourthly,  when,  by  the  labour  being  withdrawn  to  the  surface-works, 
the  underground  ones  have  been  allowed  to  become  flooded.  The  right  to  the 
buildings  erected  is  also  forfeited  when  the  furnace  and  other  sheds  are  left 
unrooted,  or  otherwise  impaired  in  such  a manner  as  not  to  answer  the  ends  for 
which  they  were  destined. 

“ Excepting  the  mines  reserved  for  the  crown,  all  others  were  declared  open 
to  public  competition  : and  further,  that,  as  all  mining  establishments  are  under 
the  special  protection  of  government,  those  carried  on  for  account  of  foreigners 
should  be  exempt  from  reprisals  in  case  of  war ; and  besides,  that  such  foreign- 
ers as  in  that  eontingeney  might  happen  to  be  therein  employed  should  not  be 
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molested,  but  retain  possession,  and  be  allowed  the  disposal  of  any  property 
thereby  acquired.  A Mining  Court  or  Board  was  also  ordered  to  be  established 
in  Madrid,  composed  of  one  director  general,  two  general  inspectors,  and  a 
secretary,  experienced  in  this  department,  upon  whom  the  decision  of  all  con- 
tentious matter  relating  to  it  was  finally  to  devolve,  and  who,  besides,  were  to 
be  the  immediate  channel  of  communication  with  the  government,  and  take 
charge  of  the  crown  mines.  It  was  further  ordained  that  inspectors  should  be 
appointed  in  suitable  districts ; and  finally,  as  the  laws  previously  passed  upon 
the  subject  were  no  longer  in  force,  it  was  determined  that  all  matters  relating 
to  the  working  of  mines  and  the  reduction  of  ores  should  be  regulated  by  an 
organic  law,  which  made  its  appearance  on  the  following  8th  of  December,  con- 
sisting of  192  clauses,  and  divided  into  five  parts  ” — the  object  being  to  render 
the  mining  department  independent  of  other  legal  jurisdictions,  and  simplify 
every  judicial  process. 

The  mineralogist  and  speculator  is  referred  for  additional  information  to  the 
‘ Historia  Natural  ’ of  Bowles ; the  ‘ Comentarios  de  las  Ordenanzas  de  Minas’ 
Antonio  Xavier  de  Gamboa,  folio,  Mad.  1 701,  translated  by  Richard  Heathfielii, 
Longman,  1830;  also  ‘ Reqistro  de  las  Minas  de  la  Corona,’  Tomas  Gonzalez, 
2 vols.  Mad.  1832;  and  ‘ Minero  Espafiol,’  Nicacio  Anton  Valle,  Mad.  1841  : a 
newspaper  also  is  established,  called  La  Balsa  de  las  Minas,  which  is  exclusively 
dedicated  to  mining  information.  The  best  spots  for  the  student  in  these  matters 
will  be  Cartagena  and  Alicante,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  occur  the  chief  mines, 
smelting  and  other  establishments,  which  are  principally  carried  on  by  French 
and  English  speculators. 


ROUTE  34. — CARTAGENA  TO  ALICANTE. 

The  coast  road  is  18  L..  and  very 
indifferent.  Cabo  de  Palos,  the  S.E. 
Cape  of  Spain,  lies  6 L.  to  the  E.,  and 
is  the  terminal  ion  of  a ridge  of  hills. 
The  track  passes  by  the  shallow  land- 
locked lake  la  Encanizada  de  Murcia. 
The  ride  to  Orihuela  is  9 L.  over  plains 
which  produce  the  esparto,  barrilla, 
palmito,  and  orozuz  (liquorice).  Cross- 
ing the  ridge  at  the  Venta  de  San 
Pedro,  the  basin  of  the  Segura  and  the 
province  of  Valencia  are  entered. 

Orihuela,  the  Auriwelah  of  the  Moor, 
still  looks  oriental  amid  its  palm-trees, 
square  towers,  and  domes.  It  was  the 
Gothic  Orcelis,  and  was  well  defended 
after  the  battle  of  the  G uadalete.  Theo- 
doric  here  made  a stand,  and,  by  dress- 
ing up  the  women  as  soldiers  on  the 
ramparts,  obtained  excellent  terras  from 
’Ab-du-l-’aziz,  and  retained  his  sove- 
reignty for  life,  being  called  Tadmir 
Ben  Gobdos,  the  Son  of  the  Goth  (Conde, 
j.  50).  There  is  a local  history  by  F. 
Martinez,  1612.  Orihuela  was  made  a 
bishopric  in  12G5,  and  is  suffragan  to 
Toledo.  The  principal  buildings  are 
the  cathedral,  which  is  small  and  over- 


charged, the  San  Francisco,  the  Cole- 
gio  de  los  Predicadores,  with  cinque- 
cento  windows : in  the  Santo  Domingo 
is  a sort  of  Museo  of  bad  pictures  and 
worse  books.  It  is  a long,  straggling, 
over-churched  town,  inhabited  by 
wealthy  proprietors  and  agriculturists : 
population  under  26,000.  It  has  a 
theatre,  university,  with  a few  books, 
casa  de  ninos  espositos,  a nobly-placed 
cathedral,  a portion  of  its  ancient  and 
massive  walls,  and  some  charming 
nlamedas.  The  best  point  of  view  is 
from  the  Monte  del  Castillo  and  the 
Colegio  de  San  Miguel,  itself  a fine  ob- 
ject from  below.  The  Segura  divides 
the  town,  and  fertilizes  one  of  the 
richest  plains  in  the  world : the  vege- 
tation is  gigantic,  and  the  oleanders 
are  absolutely  trees.  According  to  the 
proverb,  the  corn-plains  of  Orihuela 
are  independent  even  of  rain  : Uueva 
o no  Uueva,  trigo  en  Orihuela.  The 
maritime  strip  is  sandy,  and  studded 
with  brackish  lakes  (lagunas),  from 
which  salt  is  extracted.  F rom  Orih  uela 
to  Alicante  are  also  9 L. — 2 to  Al- 
hatera,  S to  Elche,  and  4 on : there  is 
a diligence. 

Leaving  Orihuela,  to  the  r.  rises  the 
I 3 
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metal-pregnaut  ridge  el  rico  cerro  tie 
oro.  The  tropical  country  and  climate 
are  very  remarkable : the  dusky  pea- 
santry in  their  white  bragas  and  striped 
mantas  look  like  Greeks  ; the  thatched 
cottage  of  Murcia  now  gives  place  to 
long,  low,  white,  flat-roofed  Eastern 
buildings,  with  few  windows,  and  girt 
by  beauteous  palm-trees.  Callosa  lies 
to  the  r.,  under  its  castle-crowned 
rock.  This  district  is  very  subject  to 
earthquakes;  thus  one  in  March,  1829, 
destroyed  many  villages,  and  particu- 
larly TorreVieja,  near  the  sea,  and  its 
laguna.  San  Emigdio,  the  especial 
tutelar  'against  los  temblores  de  tierra, 
has  since  been  rather  in  disrepute. 
3 L.  from  Orihuela,  on  the  1.,  is  Cre- 
villente,  long  the  lair  of  the  ladrou 
Jaime,  the  hero  of  those  charming 
writers  Huber  and  Lord  Carnarvon. 
He  surrendered,  as  we  were  told  on  the 
spot,  to  Don  Jose  Miste,  on  solemn 
promise  of  pardon  and  promotion  for 
himself  and  company,  whereupon  Don 
Jose  hung  him  forthwith,  and  put  his 
head  up  at  Crevillente  over  the  prison, 
and  then  shot  the  rest  of  the  gang. 

There  is  only  one  Elclie  in  Europe  : 
it  is  a city  of  palms : the  Bedouin  alone 
is  wanting,  for  the  climate  is  that  of 
the  East  There  is  a decent  posada, 
and  a good  local  history,  ‘ Illice,'  J uan 
Antonio  Mayans  y Siscar,  4to.  Va- 
lencia, 1771.  Elche,  Illice,  lies  about 
2 L.  from  the  sea  ; here  winter  is  un- 
known ; the  town  is  flourishing,  and 
contains  some  18,000  souls.  The  city 
is  divided  by  a ravine,  over  which  is 
a handsome  bridge.  The  view  here  is 
extremely  Oriental : the  reddish  Moor- 
ish houses,  with  flat  roofs  and  few  ! 
windows,  rise  one  above  another.  To 
the  1.  is  the  Alcazar,  now  a prison,  but 
all  around  waves  the  graceful  palm. 
The  best  church  is  the  Santa  Maria, 
with  a fine  portico  and  excellent  ma- 
sonry ; the  Tabernacle  is  made  of  pre- 
cious marbles.  From  the  tower  the 
enormous  extent  of  the  palm  planta- 
tions can  alone  be  understood : they 
girdle  the  city  on  all  sides,  many  thou- 
sands, nay  ten  thousands,  in  number ; j 
some  are  of  a great  age  : they  are  raised 
from  dates,  grow  slowly,  each  rim  in 
the  stem  denoting  a year.  The  males  j 


[ bear  white  flowers,  which  blossom  in 
May ; the  females  bear  fruit,  which 
ripens  in  November.  The  dates  are 
1 inferior  to  those  of  Barbary,  although 
. shipped  at  Alicante,  and  sold  as  such 
by  the  respectable  trade.  They  are 
much  used  as  fodder  for  cattle.  When 
i ripe,  they  hang  in  yellow  clusters  un- 
derneath the  fan-like  leaves,  which 
rise,  the  umbrella  of  the  desert,  like  an 
ostrich-plume  from  a golden  circlet. 
The  palm-trees  are  decreasing:  the 
barren  ones  yield  a profit  by  their 
leaves,  which  are  tied  together  and 
blanched,  as  gardeners  do  lettuces. 
Thus  12  fine  stems  are  obtained  from 
each,  which  were  worth  a dollar  in 
Spain  and  Italy  for  the  processions  of 
Palm  Sunday,  and  then  as  defences 
against  lightning,  being  hung  for  that 
purpose  in  the  house  balconies. 

There  are  diligences  from  Elche  to 
Murcia  and  Alicante. 

Those  going  from  Elche  to  Madrid 
without  visiting  Alicante  (for  the  latter 
route  see  R.  37)  must  ride  to  Albacete, 
24  L.,  that  is,  until  the  projected  royal 
railroad  be  completed. 

ROUTE  35. — ELCHE  TO  MADRID. 


Monforte 4 

Monovar 2 , . 6 

VentA  de  las  Quehradas  . 3 . . 9 

Yecla 2 ..  11 

Venta  Nueva . . . 2 ..  13 

Monte  Alegre . . • . 2 ..  15 

Venta  de  la  Iliguera  . . 1 ..  16 

Pretola 3 . . 1 9 

Poxo  de  la  Pena  ...  3 22 

Albacete 2 ..  24 


The  picturesque  road  enters  the 
Sierras  by  the  basin  of  the  river  Elche. 
and  passes  the  Pantano,  of  which  there 
are  several  in  these  districts.  The 
sides  of  the  hills  are  terraced  into  gar- 
dens. After  a narrow  gorge,  the  road 
ascends  to  the  Pcdrcras  dc  Elche , and 
thence  down  to  Monforte,  in  its  plea- 
sant valley,  with  its  once  strong  mount 
fort,  now  a ruined  castle ; thence  en- 
tering a broken  country  to  Monovar,  a 
flourishing  town  built  on  a slope. 
Near  it  is  the  charco  amargo,  a salt 
mineral  water,  excellent  for  cutaneous 
diseases.  3 L.  S.E.,  near  El  Pinoso, 
is  the  celebrated  Cerro  de  la  Sal,  an 
entire  ridge  of  salt,  hard  as  crystal, 
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and  of  variegated  colour.  It  extends 
E.  and  W.  nearly  2 L.,  and  rises  200 
feet.  No  geologist  should  omit  to 
visit  this  extraordinary  spot,  which 
rivals  Cardona  and  Minglanilla.  2 L. 
to  the  N.W.  of  Monovar  is  a lake 
called  Salinas , which  occasionally 
overflows  and  fills  the  atmosphere  with 
fever. 

The  road  now  re-enters  Murcia, 
aud,  emerging  from  the  hills,  arrives 
at  Yecla,  a large  town  of  11,000  souls, 
built  under  the  Cerro  del  Calvario, 
from  the  ruined  castle  on  which 
height  the  view  is  splendid.  The  dis- 
trict was  peopled  by  the  Romans,  and 
vestiges  of  their  buildings  are  yet  to 
be  seen  at  Marisparra,  now  a farm, 
where  antiquities  are  constantly  found, 
and  as  coustantly  neglected  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Monte  Alegre,  2500  souls,  has  a good 
posada,  and  a ruined  Moorish  castle 
on  the  hill  Serratilla.  Now  we  enter 
one  of  the  richest  grain  portions  of 
Murcia.  To  the  1.  of  the  Vent  a de  la 
Higvera  is  the  salt  lake,  much  fre- 
quented for  cutaneous  disorders.  After 
Pretola  or  Petrola,  the  high  road  is 
reached  (Sec  R.  106). 

Those  going  to  Valencia  from  Elche, 
without  visiting  Alicante,  have  the 
choice  of  two  picturesque  roads  ; they 
may  ride  to  Almansa,  and  there  take 
the  diligence,  or,  which  is  far  better, 
proceed  by  Xativa. 

ROUTE  36. — FACIIE  TO  XATIVA. 

Monforte 4 

Elda 3..  7 

Villena 3 . . 10 

Fuente  de  la  Hig'iera  . 3 ..  13 

Moxente  • • • « . 2 ..  IS 

Xativa  4..  19 

There  is  also  a new  route  to  Elda, 
by  which  Monforte  is  avoided.  2 L. 
to  Aspe,  1 to  Novelda,  1 to  Elda. 

Leaving  Monforte  the  wild  road 
winds  over  las  Salinelas,  amid  rocks  of 
reddish  marble,  through  the  fruitful 
valley  of  Elda  and  Petrel;  although 
scarcely  two  miles  apart,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  these  two  places  keep  up  the 
ancient  hatred  of  Christian  and  Moor, 
The  Petrelians,  although  speaking  Va- 
lencian,  abhor  the  Eldanians,  who 


speak  Castilian,  and  hold  themselves 
only  as  descendants  of  conquerors  and 
old  Christians.  Passing  the  Pantano 
and  Sax,  which  rises  on  its  conical, 
castle-crowned  hill,  and  is  famous  for 
its  bread,  the  route  runs  along  the 
frontier  of  Murcia ; the  hills  abound 
in  aromatic  plants,  and  such  is  their 
traditionary  fame,  that  Moorish  herbal- 
ists even  yet  occasionally  come  here 
to  gather  simples.  This  broken  fron- 
tier country  is  full  of  points  of  defence 
and  hill  forts : it  was  the  scene  of 
sundry  skirmishes  between  Siichet  and 
Sir  John  Murray,  and  discreditable 
alike  to  both.  At  Biar  (Apiarium, 
and  it  is  still  famous  for  honey)  to 
the  r.,  the  latter  lost  his  guns,  which 
(as  at  Tarragona)  he  thought  a “ trifle,” 
and  “ rather  meritorious,’’  to  use  the 
contemptuous  expression  of  the  Duke, 
writing  about  these  performances 
(Disp.  Aug.  S,  1813). 

Villena  is  placed  in  a fertile  plain 
under  the  Cerro  San  Cristobal;  the 
streets  are  narrow  and  winding:  it 
contains  7500  souls.  This  is  the  place 
which  Lord  Galway  was  besieging 
when  he  was  inveigled  into  fighting  the 
rash  battle  of  Almansa.  The  ruined 
castle  is  still  a grand  object : this  town 
was  ferociously  sacked  by  Montbrun, 
who,  in  Jan.  1812,  had  been  detached 
from  Marmont  by  the  order  of  Buona- 
parte, Nov.  11,  1811 : by  this  blunder 
Marmont  was  weakened,  and  beaten  by 
the  Duke,  while  Montbrun,  like  Ney 
at  Quatre  Bras,  was  marched  and 
countermarched  for  nothing : he  ar- 
rived too  late  to  aid  Suchet,  and,  failing 
in  intercepting  Mahy,  after  the  rout  of 
Valencia,  attacked  Alicante,  aud  was 
signally  repulsed  by  the  English : he 
retired,  venting  his  spite  by  burning 
and  plundering  everything,  a trade  he 
had  learned  under  Massena  at  Sant- 
arem.  He  was  sent  to  his  last  ac- 
count by  a bullet  at  Moskown,  Sept.  7, 
1812. 

At  the  Fuenle  de  la  Higuera,  which 
is  an  important  strategic  point,  Jour- 
dan,  Soult,  and  Suchet,  after  the  rout 
of  Salamanca,  met  with  their  retreat- 
ing forces,  and  held  a council  of 
Olympus  how  best  to  get  back  into 
! France ; when  Ballesteros,  by  refusing 
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to  obey  the  Duke’s  orders,  opened  the 
way  for  them  to  Madrid  (Disp.  Nov.  1 , 
1812).  From  this  place  the  road 
branches  off  to  the  1. ; it  leads  over  the 
Puerto  Alma nsa  to  the  high  road  to 
Madrid  (see  R.  6),  while  to  the  1. 
another  runs  to  Xativa  by  Moxente. 
Montesa  lies  to  the  1. ; this  was  the 
chief  residence  of  the  commander  of 
the  order  of  this  name,  founded  in  1319 
by  Jaime  I.,  and  into  which  the  Tem- 
plars, persecuted  by  Philippe  le  Bel 
and  Clement  V.,  were  received.  The 
magnificent  castle  was  injured  by  an 
earthquake,  March  23,  1748.  For  the 
history  of  this  order  consult  ‘ Montesa 
Ilustrada,'  Hippolyto  de  Samper,  2 
vols.  folio,  Valencia,  1669. 

ROUTE  37.— ELCHE  TO  ALICANTE. 

The  plain,  about  half  way,  is  divided 
by  a ridge,  and  the  pass  el  Portichon; 
Alicante — Lucentum — Hala,  Arabice 
transparent  — lies  under  its  rock- 
crowned  castle,  and  is  not  seen  till 
closely  approached.  It  is  defended  by 
a strong  outwork,  el  Castillo  de  Fer- 
nando, which  was  built  in  1810  by  the 
advice  of  the  English,  who  paid  for  it, 
like  the  Cortadura  of  Cadiz ; and  like 
Cadiz,  Alicante  being  also  defended 
by  our  fleet  and  men,  never  was  taken 
by  the  French.  Gen.  Montbrun  came 
up  to  the  walls,  received  a few  English 
shots,  and  went  back  again. 

The  best  inns  are  el  Vapor,  near  the 
water  landing-place ; la  Cruz  de  Malta, 
Calle  de  la  Princesa  ; el  Leon  de  Oro, 
on  the  Plaza  del  Mar.  Alicante  is  a 
purely  mercantile  place  : it  is  much  ad- 
dicted to  smuggling,  especially  on  the 
wild  coast  near  Benidorme ; hence  the 
secret  of  its  patriotic  pronunciamentos. 
The  moment  liberty  is  proclaimed  the 
public  till  is  robbed,  the  authorities 
dispossessed,  and  vast  quantities  of  pro- 
hibited goods  introduced  : the  steamers, 
French  and  Spanish,  which  touch  here, 
also  do  much  business  in  this  line.  It 
takes  about  12  hours  in  them  between 
Valencia  and  Alicante. 

Alicante  is  the  residence  of  the 
English  consul,  Capt.  Barrie,  a most 
obliging,  intelligent  gentleman.  Many 
English  merchants  live  here,  who  im- 
port salt  fish,  bacalao,  and  export  wine, 


almonds,  coarse  raisins — the  lexias  of 
Denia — and  potash  for  the  linens  of 
Ireland.  The  wines  are  rich,  with  a 
rough  taste  combined  with  sweetness  : 
they  are  used  to  doctor  thin  clarets  for 
the  British  market.  The  celebrated 
Aloque  is  the  best,  and  ought  to  be 
made  from  the  Monastrel  grape : how- 
ever, the  Forcallada  Blanquet  and 
Farrell  are  used  indiscriminately,  and 
hence  it  is  said  the  name  “ A lo  que 
saldra.”  The  Huerta  is  very  fertile  ; 
it  is  best  seen  from  the  tower  at  A agues. 
The  olives,  especially  the  grosal,  are 
fiue,  the  carob-trees  numerous  and  pro- 
ductive. The  farms  are  very  Moorish, 
with  hedges  of  canes  tied  up  with  the 
esparto : that’of  the  Marquis  de  Beniel, 
at  Penaferrada,  is  worth  visiting.  The 
Huerta  is  irrigated  from  the  artificial 
Pantano  de  Tibi,  and  to  the  E.  by  the 
Azuda  of  San  Juan  de  Muchamiel. 
This  work,  as  the  word  sudd  denotes, 
is  purely  Arabic ; the  compuertas,  or 
hatches,  are  ingenious.  Here  the  suc- 
cession of  crops  never  ceases.  There 
is  no  winter ; one  continual  summer 
reigns  in  this  paradise  of  Ceres  and 
Pomona : but  the  immediate  environs 
are  arid  and  unproductive,  and  the 
swampy  coast  towards  Cartagena  breeds 
plagues  of  flies,  fevers,  and  dysente- 
ries, which  the  immoderate  use  of  the 
Sandia  or  water-melon  encourages. 

Alicante  contains  about  25,000  souls; 
has  a theatre  and  a poor  Museo : its 
trade  is  no  longer  what  it  was.  This 
key  of  Valencia  rose  in  consequence  of 
its  castle,  which  protected  it  from  the 
Algerine  pirates:  Philip  II.  added 
works,  employing  the  Italian  engineer 
Christobal  Antonelli.  The  rock  is 
friable ; the  black  chasm  was  blown 
asunder  by  the  French  in  1 707,  after 
Almansa,  when  General  Richards  and 
his  garrison  were  destroyed  by  the 
mine.  The  castle  is  in  poor  order  and 
not  worth  seeing.  The  city  bears  for 
its  arms  this  castle  on  waves,  with  the 
4 bars  of  Catalonia.  The  under  town 
is  clean  and  well  built ; the  port  is  a 
roadstead  rather  than  a harbour;  it 
lies  between  the  Capes  La  Huerta  and 
San  Pablo.  The  view  from  the  mole- 
head  is  pretty ; a fixed  light  is  placed 
there  95  feet  high,  which  may  be  seen 
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at  a distance  of  15  miles.  The  Cole-  i 
yiata  is  dedicated  to  San  Nicolas.  \ 
Our  “ Old  Nick,”  the  patron  of  Ali-  j 
cante,  is  or  was  the  portioner  of  poor  j 
virgins,  and  a model  of  fasters ; for, 
according  to  Ribadeneyra  (iii.  281, 
when  a baby  he  never,  during  Lent, 
sucked  before  the  evening,  and  only 
once  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

The  first  stone  of  his  church  was 
laid  in  1616  by  Augustin  Bernardino: 
the  fine  white  material  came  from  the 
Sierra  de  San  Julian : the  noble  dark 
portal  was  built  in  1627.  If  this  church 
were  not  blocked  up  by  the  Coro,  it 
would  be  a superb  specimen  of  the 
Herrera  style.  The  houses  of  the 
bishop,  of  the  Calle  de  Altamira,  and 
del  Ayuntamiento  with  its  facade  and 
miradores,  may  be  looked  at.  The 
Marquis  del  Angolfa  has  a gallery  of 
tolerable  pictures.  Consult  Lucentum 
o la  Ciudad  de  Alicante,  A.  Valcarral, 

4 to.  Val.  1780. 

Alicante,  in  March,  1844,  was  the 
theatre  of  Don  Pantaleon  Bonet's  abor- 
tive insurrection;  this  caricature  of 
“ Boney  ” was  shot  in  the  back,  with 
23  officers,  by  Roucali,  without  even 
the  form  of  a trial. 

ROUTE  38. — ALICANTE  TO  XATIVA. 

The  high  road  to  Madrid  passes 
through  Monforte  and  Yecla  : a coast- 
road  is  contemplated  to  Valencia  by 
Denia.  There  are  2 routes  to  Alcoy, 
and  thence  to  Xativa,  13  L. : that  to 
the  r.  passes  Busut,  with  its  excellent 
mineral  baths  and  wretched  accom- 
modations, and  reaches  Xijona,  4 L. ; 
built  like  an  amphitheatre  on  a shelv- 
ing hill,  with  a fine  castle.  It  con- 
tains 4800  souls,  and  has  2 good 
streets  looking  over  its  gardens.  The 
honey  is  delicious,  and  much  used 
in  making  the  celebrated  mazapanes, 
marchpanes,  turrone*  de  Alicante,  the 
almond-cakes  or  cheeses — rvpos — the 
French  nourgat.  The  road  to  the  1., 
however,  is  to  be  preferred ; it  must 
be  ridden:  after  2 L.  the  mountain 
passes  are  entered,  whence  amid  al- 
mond-groves to  the  Pantano  de  Tibi, 
a magnificent  dyke,  which  dams  up 
the  torrents  of  a mountain  gorge:  walk 
on  the  top  Of  this  vast  wall  or  break- 


water, which  is  150  feet  high  and  66 
feet  thick : above  is  the  lake  - like 
reservoir,  below  bold  masses  of  warm 
rock,  with  here  and  there  elegant 
stone  pines.  Hence,  amid  rocks  of 
reddish  marbles  to  the  straggling  Tibi, 
which  hangs  with  a Moorish  castle  on 
an  arid  hill  : to  the  1.  lies  Castalla. 
Here,  July  21,  1812,  while  the  Duke 
was  defeating  the  French  at  Sala- 
manca, did  General  de  Lort,  with  1500 
men,  utterly  put  to  rout  10,000  Spa- 
niards under  Jose  O’Donnell,  who,  not 
choosing  to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
Anglo-Sicilian  army,  formed  the  usual 
plan  of  surrounding  the  French,  in 
order  to  catch  them  in  a net ; he,  as 
usual,  was  caught  bv  these  Tartars, 
for  De  Lort  opened  the  ball  by  order- 
ing a few  bold  dragoons  to  charge  the 
bridge  of  Biar,  where  the  Spanish 
artillery  were  strongly  posted,  and 
overwhelmed  them  instantly.  The 
whole  army  ran  away ; then,  had  not 
Colonel  Roche,  with  a few  English, 
manfully  checked  Mesclop  at  Ibi, 
Alicante  itself  must  have  been  lost. 

At  Castalla,  April  1 3th,  1813,  another 
battle  took  place  between  Suchet  and 
Sir  John  Murray,  in  which  neither 
commander  evinced  a particle  of 
talent ; both  were  inclined  to  retreat, 
which  fortunately  Suchet  did  first,  as 
Soult  did  at  Albuera,  and  thus  Murray, 
like  Beresford,  remained  master  of  the 
field.  The  French  now  claim  this 
“ affaire  ” as  their  victory,  while  the 
Spaniards  call  the  battle  theirs,  omit- 
ting all  mention  of  the  English  (Paez, 
ii.  87);  but  in  truth  it  did  no  credit  to 
either  one  or  the  other.  Ibi  is  a red, 
warm-looking  hamlet,  nested  amid  its 
olives,  and  overlooked  by  a castle. 
Alcoy  lies  2 L.  up  the  valley.  This 
day’s  ride  is  full  of  Italian  scenery, 
stone  pines,  cypresses,  and  figs  in 
autumn  drying  on  reed  stretchers, 
amid  terraced  groves  of  almond-trees. 

Alcoy  lies  in  a funnel  of  the  hills, 
built  on  a tongue  of  land  hemmed  in 
by  2 streams.  The  N.E.  side  is  Prout- 
like  and  picturesque,  as  the  houses 
hang  over  the  terraced  gardens  and 
ravines.  The  town  contains  nearly 
20,000  souls,  and  is  busy  and  com- 
mercial ; it  is  filled  with  coarse  woollen 
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and  paper  manufactories.  Here  is 
made  the  papel  de  kilo,  the  book  which 
forms  the  entire  demi-duodecimo  li- 
brary of  nine-tenths  of  Spaniards,  and 
with  which  they  make  their  papelitos, 
or  economical  little  paper  cigars.  The 
peladillas  de  Alcoy,  or  sugar-plums 
made  of  almonds,  are  excellent.  Alcoy, 
being  in  the  centre  of  many  roads,  is 
well  placed  for  trade  and  military 
strategics.  Suchet  held  it  as  the  key 
of  the  district.  The  medicinal  botany 
is  very  rich,  and  Moorish  herbalists 
come  here  even  to  this  day.  Alcoy  is 
filled  with  new  buildings,  a novelty 
seldom  seen  in  inland  Spanish  towns, 
where,  as  in  the  East,  decay  is  the 
rule,  and  repairs  the  exception ; the 
lower  classes  have  an  air  of  sullen 
unwashed  operative  misery ; they  wear 
also  “ shocking  bad  ” round  hats, 
which  give  them  a pauper  look ; nor 
are  the  courtesies  and  salutations  of 
high-bred  Spain  so  frequent.  A league 
more,  along  a pleasant  river,  leads  to 
Concenlaina,  another  industrious  town, 
with  a square  Moorish  tower,  Fran- 
ciscan convent,  and  weeping  willows  ; 
beyond  the  Sierras  de  Mariola  and 
Muro  rise  above  a plain  studded  with 
villages.  Crossing  the  ridge  to  the 
1.  is  Adzaneta,  and  thence  3 L.  to 
Xativa. 

The  Posada  de  las  Diligencias  is 
very  good,  so  are  the  baths,  and  re- 
freshing after  the  long  ride;  while 
the  reader  of  Ariosto  may  fancy  him- 
self in  the  identical  hotel  where  the 
fair  Fiametta,  the  Maritornes,  played 
her  prank  on  Giocondo  and  his  com- 
panion after  they  had  quitted  Valencia 
“ ad  albergarc  a Zattiva  ” (xxviii.  64). 
Xativa,  or  San  Felipe,  was  the  Roman 
Setabis,  so  celebrated  for  its  castle  and 
linen.  The  fine  handkerchiefs  were 
all  the  fashion  at  Rome,  and  were 
considered  equal  to  those  of  Tyre, 
from  whence  the  art  was  introduced. 
An  ancient  inscription  records  this 
Phcenician  foundation : “ Saitabis  Her- 
culed  condita  diva  manu.”  Bochart 
(Can.  i.  35)  derives  the  name  from  the 
Punic  seti-buts  tela  byssi,  “ the  web 
of  fine  flax.”  It  was  also  called 
Valeria  Augusta  by  the  Romans,  and 
Xativa  by  the  Moors,  from  whom  it 


' was  taken  in  1224  by  Jaime  I.  He 
termed  it  one  of  the  eyes  of  Valencia, 
being  the  key  to  the  S.,  as  Murviedro 
; was  to  the  N.  Don  Pedro,  in  1347, 
made  it  a city,  and  gave  it  for  arms  a 
castle  with  his  band  gules  and  the  four 
bars  of  Catalonia : for  the  old  coinage, 
see  Florez  *M.’  ii.  555.  Xativa,  in 
the  War  of  Succession,  was  stormed 
by  the  French,  under  the  false  fero- 
cious Asfeld,  with  overwhelming 
forces.  It  was  defended  by  the  people 
and  “ only  600  English a type  to  . 
Zaragoza,  every  house  was  defended 
with  “unrivalled  bravery  and  firm- 
ness.” After  23  days’  struggle  the 
last  holds  surrendered ; then  Asfeld 
proceeded  to  butcher  “the priests,  and 
trees  were  not  sufficient  for  his  vic- 
tims.” Berwick  next  ordered  the  city 
to  be  razed,  “ in  order  to  strike  terror 
into  the  minds  of  the  people.”  The 
very  name  of  Xativa  grated  in  his 
ears,  and  was  changed  for  San  Felipe. 
The  English  soldiers  continued  to  hold 
the  castle  until  starved  out;  they 
then  surrendered  on  honourable  con- 
ditions, every  one  of  which  were 
“ shamefully  violated  by  the  victors  ” 
(Mahon,  vi.). 

Xativa  now  contains  about  15,000 
souls.  The  rivers  Albarda  and  Gua- 
damar  dispense  fertility ; the  climate 
is  delicious,  the  plain  a paradise  of 
flower  and  fruit.  The  Colegiata,  de- 
dicated to  San  Feliu  (see  Gerona),  was 
built  in  1414,  and  has  a fine  dome  and 
an  unfinished  portal.  At  the  altar  of 
San  Gil  is  blessed,  every  Sept.  1,  the 
holy  hinqjo,  or  fennel,  to  be  carried 
round  to  all  houses : see  ‘ Viaje  Li- 
terario,'  i.  10,  by  Villanueva,  Mad., 
1803,  a useful  volume  as  regards  the 
ecclesiastical  antiquities  of  Xativa. 
The  Rgja  del  Coro,  in  black  and  gold, 
and  the  pink  marble  Balduqttino  of  the 
altar,  deserve  notice : observe  Nuestra 
Seiiora  de  la  Armada,  a singular 
virgin  of  great  antiquity  ; also  Nuestra 
Scuora  de  Agosto,  rising  from  a sarco- 
phagus supported  by  gilt  lions.  The 
Gothic  facade  of  the  Hospital  is  very 
rich  and  remarkable:  in  the  Calle 
de  Moncada  observe  the  palace  of  that 
family,  and  the  ajimez  or  window 
divided  by  thin,  lofty  marble  shafts, 
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•which  is  quite  Valencian.  The  Ala- 
meda, with  its  palm-trees,  is  shady  and 
Oriental : in  the  suburbs  ascend  the 
zigzag  cypress-planted  terraces  of  the 
Monte  Calvario : the  view  is  charm- 
ing ; from  thence  the  grand  castle 
wul  be  seen  to  the  best  advantage. 
Next  ascend  the  castle,  taking  the 
Campo  Santo  in  the  way,  and  the 
hermitage,  San  Feliu,  said,  under  the 
Moors,  to  have  been  a Mosarabic 
temple : observe  the  horseshoe  arches, 
the  ancient  pillars  and  jaspars,  inside 
and  outside,  and  the  Roman  inscrip- 
tion, near  the  font,  “Fulvio  L.  F.” 
Near  the  convent  El  Mont  Sant  is 
a Moorish  cistern.  The  castle  is  of  a 
vast  size ; the  Torre  de  la  Campana 
at  the  summit  commands  the  panorama 
of  the  garden  of  Valencia,  which,  with 
all  its  glories,  lies  below.  The  fertile 
plain  is  green  as  the  sea,  and  is 
whitened  with  quintas  sparkling  like 
sails.  To  the  r.  is  the  lake  of  Albufera 
and  the  blue  Mediterranean : Valencia 
glitters  in  the  middle  distance,  backed 
by  the  towers  of  Murviedro  (Sagun- 
tum). 

In  this  castle  were  confined  the  In- 
fantes de  Cerda,  the  rightful  heirs  to 
the  crown,  but  dispossessed  by  their 
uncle,  Sancho  el  Bravo,  about  1284. 
The  Duke  of  Medina  Celi  is  their 
lineal  descendant.  Here  also  did  Fer- 
nando el  Catolico  imprison  the  Duke 
of  Calabria,  the  rightful  heir  of  the 
crown  of  Naples.  That  ill-fated  prince 
surrendered  to  Gonzalo  de  Cordova, 
who  swore  on  his  honour,  and  on  the 
sacrament,  that  his  liberty  should  lie 
guaranteed.  No  sooner  did  he  touch 
Spain  than  every  pledge  was  broken. 
This  is  one  of  the  three  deeds  of  which 
Gonzalo  repented  on  his  deathbed : 
but  Ferdinand  was  the  real  culprit; 
for,  in  the  implicit  obedience  of  the 
old  Spanish  knight,  the  order  of  the 
king  was  paramount  to  every  con- 
sideration, even  in  the  case  of  friend- 
ship and  love  (see  the  beautiful  play 
of  ‘ Sancho  Ortiz  ’).  This  code  of 
obedience  has  passed  into  a proverb — 
Mas  pesa  el  Rey,  que  la  sangre : and 
even  if  blood  were  shed,  the  royal 
pardon  absolved  all  the  guilt — Mata , 


| que  el  Ret/  perdona.  Here  also  was 
\ confined  the  infamous  Caesar  Borgia, 
also  a prisoner  of  Gonzalo’s,  and  to 
whom  also  he  pledged  his  honour : the 
j breach  of  this  pledge  was  his  second 
act  of  which  he  repented  when  too 
late.  The  Borjas  were  an  ancient 
family  of  Xativa:  here  in  July,  1427, 
was  born  Rodrigo,  afterwards  Alex- 
ander VI.;  they  long  monopolised  the 
see  of  Valencia,  after  Alonso  de  Borja 
became  its  bishop  in  1429  ; it  was  then 
raised  to  be  an  archbishopric  by  Inno- 
cent III.,  and  Rodrigo  was  named  by 
his  uncle,  Calixtus  III.,  the  first  pri- 
mate : when  he  too  became  pope,  July 
9,  1492,  he  appointed  (Aug.  31)  his 
natural  son  Ca:sar  as  his  successor  to 
this  see,  which  after  his  renunciation 
he  bestowed  on  his  kinsman  Juan  de 
Borja,  and  again,  when  he  died,  ap- 
pointed another  relation,  Pedro  Luis 
de  Borja.  Thus  five  of  this  family  held 
this  wealthy  see  in  succession.  These 
Spanish  popes,  Calixtus  III.  and  Alex- 
ander VI.,  scandalized  the  Vatican  by 
their  crimes, — 

“ Vendit  Alexander  claves,  altaria,  Christum, 

Emerat  ille  prius,  vendere  jure  potest. 

De  vitio  in  vitium,  de  flamma  transit  in 
ignem, 

Roma  snb  Mispano  deperit  imperio." 

The  family,  however,  produced  a 
celebrated  Jesuit  saint,  as  if  by  way 
of  compensation  for  its  Santita  Alex- 
ander VI.  For  the  miracles  of  this 
San  Francisco  de  Borja,  see  his 
‘Heroyca  Vida,’  fol.  Mad.  1726.  At 
Xativa  also  was  born,  January  12, 
1588,  Josef  de  Ribera,  who,  going 
young  to  study  at  Naples,  was  there- 
fore called  by  the  Italians  “ the  little 
Spaniard,”  lo  Spagnoletto.  He  be- 
came the  leader  of  a gloomy  although 
naturalist  school,  and  was  a painter- 
monk,  formed  by  taste  and  country  to 
portray  the  church-militant  knights  of 
Santiago,  the  blood-boltered  martyr- 
doms, resignation  under  torture,  at- 
tenuated ascetics,  and  ecstatic  Faquirs 
of  the  province  of  San  Vicente  Ferrer, 
the  forerunner  of  the  Inquisition. 
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There  is  a regular  diligence.  The 
road  runs  over  a rich  extent  of  rice- 
grounds  and  gardens.  All  plains  are 
wearisome  to  the  traveller,  and  espe- 
cially when,  from  hedges  and  fences, 
he  can  see  nothing.  The  sun  aud 


mosquitos  are  terrible.  The  rice- 
grounds  commence  at  Alcira.  Now 
the  peculiar  character  of  Valencia  is 
not  to  be  mistaken  in  the  coloured 
tilings  or  azulejos,  the  costume,  the 
reed-fences,  and  the  Algarrobas  hang- 
ing outside  the  Ventas ; but  the  people 
are  poor  in  the  bosom  of  plenty.  At 
Cilia  the  Madrid  arrecife  is  entered ; 
at  the  Cruz  del  Campo  ’the  city  juris- 
diction commences : the  infinite  votive 
crosses  denote  the  frequency  of  the 
assassin  stab,  for  which  the  Valencians 
are  notorious, 
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TOURS  IN  VALENCIA. 

The  S.  portions  will  be  found  described  in  the  last  pages  of  Sect.  IV.  The  towns  are  few  ; 
Elclie,  X at iv a,  the  Albufera,  and  Route  41,  are  the  leading  features.  The  Summers  are  intensely 
hot ; the  Springs  and  Autumns  are  the  best  periods  for  travelling.  Valencia  is  a charming 
Winter  residence. 


This,  although  one  of  the  smallest  provinces  in  Spain,  yields  in  fertility  and 
delight  to  none.  The  Moors  placed  their  Paradise  at  this  spot,  over  which 
they  imagined  Heaven  to  Ire  suspended,  and  that  a portion  of  it  had  fallen  down 
on  earth.  This  Jieino  consists  of  838  square  leagues,  of  20  to  the  degree,  and  of 
these  only  240  are  level  land,  being  chiefly  the  maritime  strip,  which  extends  in 
length  about  64  miles,  ft  is  defended  from  the  cold  central  table-lands  by  a 
girdle  of  mountains,  >vhich  act  not  only  as  a barrier  against  the  winds,  but  are 
magazines  of  timber  and  fuel,  and  reservoirs  of  snow  (an  article  of  absolute 
necessity),  and  sources  of  rivers.  Its  width  varies  from  6 to  20  L.,  being  nar- 
rowest near  Orihuela  and  widest  in  the  centre.  The  mountains  abound  with 
marbles  and  minerals.  Cinnabar  is  found  in  the  Crevicta,  between  Artana  and 
Eslida,  iron  in  many  places,  marbles  and  jaspers  at  Cervera,  lead  at  Zeldo,  near 
Segorbe. 

To  invalids  and  consumptive  patients  the  climate  of  Valencia  is  far  superior 
to  that  of  Italy  ; there  is,  a most  delicate  softness  in  the  air,  which  is  so  dry 
withal,  that  salt  undergoes  no  change.  Frosts  are  almost  unknown,  whilst  tlie 
sea-breeze  tempers  the  summer  heats,  and  the  fresh  mountains  offer  verdurous 
retreats.  To  botanists  the  Flora  of  Valencia  is  that  of  a natural  hothouse,  and 
unrivalled  in  colour  and  perfume.  The  Huerta,  most  truly  the  garden,  is  irri- 
gated by  the  Turia,  or  Guadalaviar,  Arabice  Wada-l-abyadh,  the  white  river. 
This  great  vena  porta  is  so  drained  or  bled  sangrado,  that  when  it  reaches  the 
capital  it  is  almost  as  dry.  The  Moors  have  bequeathed  to  the  Valencians  their 
hydraulic  science,  by  which  they  exercised  a magic  control  over  water,  wielding 
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it  at  their  bidding : they  could  do  all,  but  call  down  the  gentle  rains  from 
heaven,  that  best  of  all  irrigations,  agua  del  cielo,  el  mejor  riego.  The  network 
of  artificial  canals  is  admirable.  The  canal  del  Rey  on  the  Jucar,  near  Dutilla, 
and  the  whole  water-system  about  Aljamesf,  deserve  the  closest  examination  of 
our  engineers  and  agriculturists.  The  still  existing  technical  terms  prove 
whence  the  theory  and  practice  were  derived. 

The  artist  will  sketch  the  pictnresque  noria,  Arabice  anaoura,  the  Cairo 
sackiyeh,  or  large  water-wheel,  which,  armed  with  jars,  descends  into  the  well, 
and  as  it  rises  discharges  the  contents  into  a reservoir. 

In  the  Huerta  of  Valencia,  a main-trunk  artery  or  principal  canal,  Arabice 
“ canna,  mucannal,”  supplies  all  the  smaller  veins,  acequias,  Arabice  “ ciquia,” 
of  the  circulation : this  is  managed  by  a reticulated  network  of  minute  rami- 
fications, and  dams,  azudas,  Arabice  sudd.  The  idea  is  simple,  but  the  execution 
is  most  difficult ; and  often  the  greatest  triumph  of  the  hydraulist,  is  where  his 
works  are  least  apparent,  for  however  level  these  plains  in  appearance,  they  are 
by  no  means  so  in  reality.  The  chief  object  was  to  secure  a fair  distribution,  so 
that  none  should  be  left  dry,  none  overflooded.  When  the  engineer  ceases,  the 
legislator  begins,  for  since  water  here,  as  in  the  East,  is  the  life-blood  of  the  soil, 
and  equivalent  to  fertility  and  wealth,  the  apportionment  has  always  been  a 
source  of  solicitude  and  contention.  The  regulating  tribunal,  de  los  acequieros, 
or  del  riego,  instituted  by  Alhaken  Almonstansir  Hillar,  still  exists  in  its  pri- 
mitive and  Oriental  form  and  force ; seven  judges  are  chosen  by  each  other,  out 
of  the  yeomen  and  irrigators,  the  labradores  y acequieros  of  the  Huerta ; they  sit 
at  12  o’clock  every  Thursday,  in  the  open  air,  on  benches  at  La  puerta  de  los 
apostoles,  at  “ the  gate  ” of  the  cathedral,  and  decide  all  complaints  respecting 
irrigation  in  a summary  way.  In  this  court  of  common  sense,  no  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  special  pleadings,  or  attorneys  are  permitted.  The  patriarchal  judges 
understand  the  subject  practically,  and  decide  without  appeal ; the  discussion  is 
carried  on  viva  voce  in  public  and  in  the  “ Lemosin,”  or  the  dialect  of  the 
people  : consult  for  curious  details  the  Memorias  of  Francisco  Javier  Borrull. 

Thus  irrigated,  the  rich  alluvial  plains,  which  bask  in  the  never-failing  irri- 
tating sun,  know  no  agricultural  repose;  man  is  never  weary  of  sowing,  nor  the 
sun  of  calling  into  life.  The  produce,  even  where  the  land  is  poor,  is  almost 
incredible  under  this  combined  influence  of  heat  and  moisture,  and  the  Valencian, 
with  all  his  faults,  is  hard  working  and  industrious,  and,  like  his  soil  and  cli- 
mate, full  of  vitality.  Thus,  in  one  year,  four,  nay  five,  crops  are  raised  in 
succession.  Rice,  arroz,  Arabic^  arooz  (oryza),  is  the  great  cereal  staple.  The 
stalks  shoot  up  from  tufts  into  most  graceful  ears  : as  heat  and  water  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  this  grain,  many  portions  of  Valencia  are  admirably  cal- 
culated by  nature  for  this  culture,  since  the  rivers,  which  in  some  places  are 
sucked  up,  reappear  in  marshy  swamps,  or  marjales,  and  in  lakes,  of  which  the 
Albufera,  Arabice  “ the  Lake,”  is  the  most  remarkable.  In  these  arrozales,  or 
rice-grounds,  the  sallow  amphibious  cultivator  wrestles  with  fever  amid  an 
Egyptian  plague  of  mosquitos,  for  man  appears  to  have  been  created  here  solely 
for  their  subsistence.  The  mortality  in  these  swamps  is  frightful,  and  few 
labourers  reach  the  age  of  00.  The  culture  of  rice  was  introduced  by  the  Moors ; 
the  grain  enters  largely  into  the  national  cuisine  of  the  Valencians,  their  pilafs 
and  polios  con  arroz. 

The  province  produces  wine,  oil,  barrilla,  esparto,  hemp,  flax,  cochineal,  and 
fruits,  especially  figs,  almonds,  dates,  oranges,  and  grapes : of  these  last  the 
“ Valentias  ” are  made : they  are  a coarse  raisin,  exported  from  Dcnia,  and 
called  there  Lejias,  from  the  lye  in  which  they  are  dipped.  The  honey  is  also 
delicious  ; from  this  and  almonds  is  made  the  celebrated  sweetmeat  el  turron  ; 
silk  is  another  staple,  and  the  Huerta  is  covered  with  the  white  mulberry,  “ food 
for  worms.”  The  animal  spins  its  cocoon  and  is  then  destroyed  in  boiling 
water : the  process  is  nasty,  but  as  the  peasants,  seated  under  their  vines  and  figs, 
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■wind  out  the  golden  tissue,  the  picture  is  perfect.  The  Raso  and  black  silk,  for 
Mantillas  and  Sayas,  is  equal  to  anything  made  in  Europe.  The  profusion  of 
mulberries  has  rendered  the  purple  colour  of  the  fruit,  me  morado,  a favourite 
one  with  the  painters  of  Valencia,  and  the  makers  of  Azulejos  and  stained  glass, 
just  as  the  rich  brown  olla  colour  of  Seville  was  with  Murillo  in  Andalucia,  or 
the  chorizo  tint  with  Morales  in  Estremadura.  Valencia  is  deficient  in  animal 
and  cereal  productions;  corn  and  cattle  are  brought  from  the  Castiles  and 
Aragon ; both  men  and  beasts  eat  the  garrofas  or  sweet  pod  of  the  Garrofal, 
Algarrobo  ( Arabicb  el  gharoob ) ; this  is  the  carob-tree  ( Ceratohia  siliquestris'). 
These  pods  and  husks,  which  ripen  early  in  August,  were  the  food  of  the  pro- 
digal son,  and  are  everywhere  hung  up  like  kidney-beans  outside  the  ventas,  as 
signs  of  the  neat  accommodation  within.  The  over-irrigation  diminishes  the 
flavour  of  vegetables,  which  lose  in  quality  what  they  gain  in  quantity:  “ Irriguo 
nihil  est  elutius  agro.”  Hence  the  proverb  allusive  to  the  aqueous  unsubstantial 
character  of  Valencian  men,  women,  and  things : “ La  came  es  yerba,  la  yerba 
agua , el  hombre  muger,  la  muger  nada.’’  This  is  a mere  play  upon  words,  for 
these  ethereal  women,  whose  minds  and  bodies  are  supposed  to  evaporate,  are 
much  more  than  nothing,  and  the  cuisine  is  excellent.  Those  who  eat  the  national  • 
“ Polio  con  arroz  ” will  never  talk  about  the  mere  “ idea  of  a dinner,”  facetious 
tourists  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding : as  for  the  women,  they  will  speak  for 
themselves.  The  lower  classes  in  the  Huerta,  who  toil  under  an  African  sun, 
live  on  water-melons,  cucumbers,  and  gazpaclio,  without  which  their  “ souls 
would  be  dried  away  ” (Numb.  xi.  6). 

The  sea-coast,  like  that  of  the  W.  of  the  Peninsula,  is  the  terror  of  mariners  ; 
yet  it  is  not  the  iron-bound  barrier  which  fronts  the  fierce  Atlantic,  but  a low 
sandy  line,  fringing  the  quiet  Mediterranean,  still  it  is  open  and  portless.  The 
whole  line  is  studded  with  Torres  y Atalayas,  which  have  been  raised  as  watch- 
towers  against  the  African  pirates.  The  population  of  this  province  is  on  the 
increase,  although  the  Castilian  and  Frenchman  have  done  everything  to  reduce 
it  to  the  solitude  of  Andalucia  and  Estremadura.  About  the  year  1610  more 
than  200,000  industrious  Moorish  agriculturists  were  expelled  by  Philip  III. 
In  the  next  century,  Valencia  having  espoused  the  Austrian  side  in  the  war  of 
succession,  was  all  but  exterminated  by  the  French  in  1718,  and  her  liberties 
taken  away;  buf  Philip  V.  could  not  unfertilize  the  soil.  The  population  reco- 
vered like  the  vegetation:  and  however  since  trampled  down  by  the  iron  heel 
of  Suchet’s  military  occupation,  it  has  kept  pace  with  subsistence ; now  the 
province  contains  more  than  a million  inhabitants.  Competition  renders  the 
peasant  poor  amid  plenty  ; but  he  is  gay  and  cheerful,  his  mind  and  costume 
are  coloured  by  the  bright  and  exciting  sun,  which  gilds  poverty  and  disarms 
misery  of  its  sting.  The  fine  climate  is  indeed  health  and  wealth  to  the  poor ; 
it  economises  fire,  clothes,  and  lodgings,  three  out  of  the  four  great  wants 
of  humanity.  Since  the  death  of  Ferdinand  VII.  numbers  have  emigrated  to 
Algeria. 

The  upper  classes  are  among  the  most  polished  of  Spain,  and  the  Valencian 
has  always  distinguished  himself  in  art  and  literature.  Under  the  Moors  this 
city  was  the  repository  of  theological  science ; under  the  Spaniards  it  boasts  of 
San  Vicente,  whose  miracles  have  employed  the  Valencian  artists ; and  of  the 
learned  divine  Juan  Luis  Vives,  the  Spanish  Bacon,  who,  however,  lived  and 
learnt  in  Oxford,  and  was  a friend  of  Erasmus.  Consult  ‘ Escritores  de  Valencia,’ 
Vicente  Ximeno,  2 vols.  fol.,  Val.  1747-:49.  Valencia  also  is  proud  of  her  poet 
Christobal  Virues,  and  of  Guillen  de  Castro,  the  dramatist ; while  her  Juanes, 
Ribalta,  Ribera,  Espinosa,  Orrente,  and  March,  form  a school  of  painters  second 
only  to  that  of  Seville.  In  the  last  century  Valencia  took  the  lead  in  critical 
learning,  and  produced  Mayans,  Sempere,  Masdeu,  Cavanilles ; while  her  printers 
Salva,  Cabrerizo,  Mallen,  and  Montfort,  were  worthy  of  such  authors.  Valencia 
was  the  first  place  in  Spain  where  printing  was  introduced,  viz.,  in  1474,  and  in 
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latter  (lays  the  volumes  from  the  presses  of  Montfort  vied  with  those  of  Basker- 
ville  and  Bulmer,  Bodoni  and  Didot. 

The  lower  classes  are  fond  of  pleasure,  the  song  and  the  dance,  their  “ round- 
about,” rondalla ; the  national  air  is  called  la  Jiera.  They  dance  well,  and  to 
the  tamburil  and  dulzayna,  a sort  of  Moorish  clarionet  requiring  strong  lungs  and 
ears.  The  vulgar  dialect  is  the  Lemosin ; it  is  less  harsh  than  the  Catalan, 
which  some  have  attributed  to  the  admixture  of  a French  Auvergnat  idiom  intro- 
duced by  the  number  of  volunteers  of  that  nation  who  assisted  Don  Jaime  in 
the  conquest  of  Valencia ; for  this  dialect  consult,  ‘ Diccionario  Valenciano  y . 
Castellano,’  Carlos  Ros,  8vo.,  Val.  1764;  or  the  more  modern  ‘ Vocabtilario 
Valenciano  Castellano,’  Justo  Pastor  Fuster,  Val.  1821.  Ros  also  published  a 
collection  of  local  proverbs,  * Tratat  de  Adages,’  8vo.,  Val.  1788. 

In  darker  shades  of  character  the  Valenc'ians  resemble  both  their  Celtiberian 
and  Carthaginian  ancestors  ; they  are  cunning,  perfidious,  vindictive,  sullen,  and 
mistrustful,  fickle,  and  treacherous.  Theirs  is  a sort  of  tigre  singe  character,  of 
cruelty  allied  with  frivolity ; so  blithe,  so  smooth,  so  gay,  yet  empty  of  all  good  : 
nor  can  their  pleasantry  be  trusted,  for,  like  the  Devil’s  good  humour,  it  depends 
on  their  being  pleased  ; at  the  least  rub,  they  pass,  like  the  laughing  hyena,  into 
a snarl  and  bite : nowhere  is  assassination  more  common ; they  smile,  and  murder 
while  they  smile.  The  Cruz  del  Campo  is  indeed  a field  of  crosses,  records  of  the 
coward  stab,  and  the  province  has  been  called  Un  paraiso  habitado  por  denwnios, 
a paradise  peopled  by  devils.  The  infamous  Csesar  Borgia  was  a true  Valencian, 
as  were  his  chosen  Sicarios  and  bravos ; their  leader,  Michalot  de  Prades,  has 
bequeathed  his  name  to  the  armed  companies  of  Miqueletes.  The  uarrow  streets 
of  Valencia  seem  contrived  for  murder  and  intrigue,  which  once  they  were ; 
consequently,  in  1777,  a night-watch  was  introduced  by  Joaquin  IIos,  who  copied 
it  from  ours,  and  it  was  the  first  in  Spain  ; the  guardians  were  called  Serenos, 

“ clears,”  from  their  announcing  the  usual  fine  nights,  just  as  our  Charleys  ought 
to  have  been  termed  “ cloudies.”  The  Valencians  are  great  drivers  of  mules  and 
horses,  and  many  migrate  to  Madrid,  where  the  men  are  excellent  Caleseros, 
and  the  women  attractive  venders  of  delicious  orgeat  and  iced  drinks. 

The  physiognomy  of  the  Valencians  is  African.  The  burniug  sun  not  only 
tans  their  complexions,  but  excites  their  nervous  system ; hence  they  are  highly 
irritable,  imaginative,  superstitious,  and  ultra  mariolatrous ; their  great  joys  and 
relaxations  are  religious  shows,  pasos,  pageants,  processions,  cars,  Comparsus  y 
llocas,  aud  acted  miracles  and  church  spectacles.  The  dramatized  legends  and 
the  “ Miracles  de  San  Vicente  Ferrer,”  the  tutelar  of  the  city,  rank  first  in  these 
“ Fiestas  de  calle,’’  or  street  festivals,  in  which  little  children  play  a great  part, 
dressed  like  angels,  and  really  looking  like  those  creatures  of  which  Heaven  is 
composed,  although  some  grow  up  to  be  devils  incarnate.  The  Dia  de  Corpus, 
or  procession  of  Christ  present  in  the  Sacrament,  is  the  sight  of  Spain,  aud  accord- 
inglyjtms  always  been  brought  out  to  amuse  princes,  whenever  they  chanced  to 
be  in  Valencia;  and  in  our  lime  Ferdinand  VII.,  thebeloved,  having  expressed  a 
pious  curiosity,  the  incarnate  Deity,  locally  present,  as  they  believe,  was  paraded 
out  to  amuse  such  a mortal.  Since  the  suppression  of  convents,  the  expense  of 
these  exhibitions  is  defrayed  by  the  Cofradias  y IJermandades. 

The  male  costume  is  autique  and  Asiatic  : the  men  wear  the  hempen  sandal, 
or  alpargata,  called  also  espardinies,  and  their  legs  are  either  naked  or  covered 
with  stockings  without  feet ; these  Greek  leggings,  greaves,  the  media  Valenciana, 
are  a common  metaphor  for  a Spanish  student’s  purse.  The  white  linen  drawers 
are  very  classical,  and  are  called  calces  de  traveta,  bragas,  or  sarahuells,  the 
origiual  Arabic  name.  Those  curious  in  the  learning  of  breeches  may  compare 
them  with  the  Celto-Gallo  braccce,  the  Greek  Kovaaais,  the  Romaic  jouslanelli, 
the  Highland  kilt  breehs,  and  the  bragon  bras  of  Brittany.  Their  waists  are 
girdled  by  a gay  silken  sash,  faja  ; the  upper  man  is  clothed  with  a velvet  or 
gaudy  jacket,  jaleco,  with  open  shirt-sleeves ; over  the  shoulder  is  cast  the  manta, 
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the  many-coloured  plaid,  which  here  does  the  duty  of  the  Castilian  capa ; on 
the  head,  and  long,  lanky,  red  Indian-like  hair,  is  bound  a silk  handkerchief, 
which  looks  in  the  distance  like  a turban.  These  bragas,  and  the  manta  of  every 
g tripe  and  hue,  are  exactly  what  Tacitus  has  described  (H.  ii.  20) — Versicolors 
sagulo  hraccas,  tegmen  barbarum.  It  is  the  precise  “ coat  of  many  colours  ” 
mentioned  in  the  Old  Testament  (Gen.  xxxvii.  3). 

The  Valencian  women,  especially  the  middle  and  better  classes  in  the  capital, 
are  by  no  means  so  dark  complexioned  as  their  mates  ; singularly  well  formed, 
they  are  among  the  prettiest  and  most  fascinating  in  all  Spain ; they  sit  at  work 
in  the  open  streets,  and  as  they  wear  nothing  on  their  heads  but  their  hair, 
“ their  glory,”  they  have  to  us  a dressy  look.  Their  ornaments  are  most 
classical ; the  roll  of  hair,  el  mono,  is  pierced  with  a silver-gilt  pin,  with  knobs, 
the  acus  crinatoria  of  Martial  (ii.  66  ; Ap.  Met.,  viii.  543) ; it  is  called  aulla  de 
rodete ; the  silver-gilt  comb  is  the  pinleta,  and  one  of  a singular  triangular  shape 
is  called  la  pieza,  la  llase ; this  is  frequently  engraved  with  the  great  local 
patroness,  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  los  Desamparados  ; the  cross  is  called  la  creu.  As 
they  are  very  superstitious,  talismans  and  small  penates,  or  idols  of  saints  in 
silver,  are  sold  in  great  quantities,  as  also  little  hands  and  horns,  the  old  phallic 
antidote  to  the  evil  eye,  el  mal  de  ojo,  which  is  dreaded  here,  as  much  as  among 
the  Pagans,  Moors,  and  Neapolitans. 

The  collector  of  topography  and  local  history  will  find  an  ample  field  in  the 
many  tomes  which  treat  of  Valencia  and  its  province  and  worthies ; happy, 
thrice  happy,  he  who  sees  on  one  goodly  shelf  clean  and  perfect  copies  of  the 

* Coronica’  of  Pero  Anton  Beutlier,  2 vols.  fol.,  Val.  1546-51 ; 2nd  part,  1551-63  ; 
or  the  edition  I vol.  fol.,  Val.  1604  ; the  ‘ Chronyca’  of  Martin  deVieyana,  black 
letter,  2 vols.  fol.,  Val.  1564;  ‘ Annies  del  lleyno  de  Valencia,'  Francisco  Diago, 
fol.,  Val.  1613;  the  ’Historia,’  by  Pero  Anton  Beuther,  1 vol.  fol.,  Val.  1538, 
or  2nd  edit.  1551 ; the  ‘ Historia,’  by  Gaspar  Escolano,  2 vols.  fol.,  Val.  1610-1 1 ; 
‘ Sagrario  de  Valencia,’  Alonso  del  Castillo  Solor^ano,  1 vol.  duo.,  Val.  1635; 

* Lithologia,’  Joseph  Vicente  del  Olmo,  4to.,  Val.  1653;  * Resumen  Historial  de 
Valencia,’  Pasqual  Esclapes  de  Guillo,  4to.,  Val.  1738.  And  for  the  worthies, 
‘ Escritores  del  Regno  de  Valencia,’  Vicente  Ximeno,  2 vols.  fol.,  Val.  1747-49; 
‘ Biblioteca  Valenciana,’  Justo  Pastor  Fnster,  Val.  1827, — both  of  which  are 
excellent  works  ; ‘ Elogio  funebre  de  los  Valencianos,’  Pujalte,  8vo.,  Val.  1813  ; 
‘ Viaje  Literario,’  Joaquin  Lorenzo  Villanueva,  vols.  1 and  2,  8vo„  Mad.  1803. 
The  Manual  by  JoseGarulo,  1841,  is  a useful  guide.  For  Natural  History,  the 
excellent  ‘ Observaciones,’  Antonio  Josef  Cavanilles,  2 vols.  fol.,  Mad.  1795-97, 
with  a very  accurate  map  of  the  province.  Consult  also  Ponz,  vol.  iv.,  and 
‘ Espana  Sagrada,’  viii. 

Mem. — Collectors  of  Spanish  hooks  will  find  some  excellent  basil  skins  for 
their  bindings  at  Valencia,  called  pellejos  chispeados,  or  jaspeados:  the  colours 
are  gay,  the  patterns  fantastic.  This  leather  is  or  was  chiefly  used  iq^niug 
Tartanas.  wt 


VALENCIA.  Inns,  Fonda  del  Cid, 
Plaza  de  Arzobispo,  near  the  cathedral : 
small  hut  very  comfortable,  with  a good 
table  d’hote  at  2^  and  5.  French  and 
English  spoken  and  newspapers  taken 
in.  Posada  de  las  Diligencias,  Plaza 
de  Villaraza ; Fonda  Franiesa,  kept  by 
Monsieur  Laurent,  with  an  excellent 
table  d’hote  at  5 for  ten  reals.  Fonda 
de  Etiropa  de  la  Faz  o Union  ; Fonda 


de  las  Cuatro  Naciones : the  Casas  de 
Pupilos  are  indifferent ; the  best  is  in 
the  Calle  de  Caballeros.  Among  the 
best  tradesmen  arc,  Booksellers,  Mul- 
len, Cabrerizo,  Calle  San  Vicente. 
Milliners,  Tadea  Daisi,  Plaza  Santa 
Catalina;  Lopez  Hermanas,  Calle  Za- 
ragoza. Shoemakers,  Francisco  Alos, 
Calle  de  Caballeros.  Tailor,  Josef 
Ortiz,  Calle  de  Zaragoza.  Hair- 
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dresser,  Tiffon,  Calle  de  Mar.  Pastry-  1 
cooks,  La  del  tros  alt.  Cafe's,  del  Sol, 
Calle  de  Zaragoza ; delicious  Orchatds 
are  sold  eu  el  Mercado  aud  el  Palau. 
The  baths  are  good,  especially  those  of 
Espinosa,  and  in  the  “ Hospital."  Va- 
lencia is  well  supplied  with  shops ; the 
Plateria  should  be  visited,  as  the 
silver  flowers  made  for  the  hair  are 
peculiar,  and  still  more  so  are  the  or- 
naments a_la  antique,  made  for  the 
peasants. 

The  name  of  Valencia,  this  town  and 
province  of  unsubstantial  disrepute,  is 
fondly  derived  from,  or  considered 
equivalent  to  ROMA,  because 
in  Greek  signifies  power,  as  Valentia 
does  in  Latin.  Thus,  because  for  a 
wonder  Valencia  was  not  taken  in 
1843  by  the  Esparterists,  owing  solely 
to  the  treachery  of  Zabala,  the  wishy- 
washy  citizens,  valientes  con  los  dientes, 
petitioned  to  be  called  “ magnanimous.” 
Valentia  was  founded  by  J unius  Brutus 
for  the  veterans  who  had  warred  under 
Viriatus  (Livy,  ep.  lv.).  It  was  de- 
stroyed by  Pompey,  and  when  rebuilt 
became  a “ Colouia,”  and  the  capital  of 
the  Edetani.  Taken  from  the  Goths  ! 
by  the  Moors  under  ’Abdu-l-’aziz,  son 
of  Musa  Ibn  Nosseyr,  in  712,  it  was 
annexed  to  the  kingdom  of  Cordova ; 
when  the  Ummeyah  dynasty  fell  to 
pieces,  it  threw  off  its  allegiance  in 
1056.  The  Christians,  as  usual,  took 
advantage  of  these  intestine  dissensions 
between  rival  rulers,  and  Alonso  VI. 
placed  Yahya  on  the  throne,  and  sur- 
rounded him  with  Spanish  troops.  This 
created  an  insurrection  ; a rebel  chief, 
one  Ibn  Jehaf.  murdered  Yahya,  and  a 
pretext  was  afforded  for  Spanish  inter- 
ference, and  the  celebrated  guerrillero,  ! 
the  Cid,  aided  by  the  local  knowledge 
and  influence  of  Alvar  Fanez,  took 
Valencia,  which  capitulated  after  a 
siege  of  20  months,  a.d.  1094-5.  The 
first  act  of  the  Cid,  whose  perfidy  aud 
cruelty  is  the  theme  of  the  Arabian  i 
annalists  (see  Conde  Xerif  Aledris, 
165,  and  more  fully  ‘ Moh.  D.’  ii.  Ap. 
xxxix.),  was  to  burn  Ibn  Jehaf  (dive 
on  the  great  plaza.  Here  he  ruled 
despotically  until  his  death  in  1099, 
when  the  Moor,  Oct.  25,  1101,  dispos- 
sessed his  widow  Ximena,  but  Valencia  | 


was  retaken  Sept.  28,  1228  (others  say 
Sept.  29,  1239),  by  Jaime  I.  of  Aragon, 
and  was  brought  into  the  Castilian 
crown  by  Ferdinand’s  marriage  with 
Isabella,  being  inherited  by  their  grand- 
son Charles  V. 

Valencia,  as  it  flourished  under  the 
Austrian  dynasties,  opposed  the  French 
claim  in  the  war  of  succession,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  it  was  robbed  of  its 
liberties  and  gold  by  Philip  V.  The 
remembrance  of  past  ill  usage,  and  the 
dread  of  future,  induced  the  populace 
to  rise  instantly  on  the  news  of  Murat’s 
butcheries  of  the  Dos  de  Mayo,  1808. 
Then  the  tree  of  patriotism  and  inde- 
pendence, watered  everywhere  else 
with  blood,  was  inundated  in  this  land 
of  irrigation:  363  French  residents 
were  massacred,  June  5,  1808,  in  the 
Plaza  de  toros,  butchered  to  make  a 
Valencian  holiday;  the  mob,  nothing 
loth,  were  goaded  on  by  the  canon 
Balthazar  Calvo;  the  few  French  who 
escaped  were  saved  by  an  Englishman, 
Mr.  Tapper,  and  this  while  Buonaparte 
and  his  Moniteur  were  ascribing  every 
horror  in  Spain  to  la  perfide  Albion. 
Moncey  advanced  in  Jnne  with  8000 
men,  and  had  he  not  loitered  the  25th 
at  the  Venta  de  Bufiol,  Valencia  must 
have  fallen,  as  in  the  town  all  was 
cowardice  and  confusion : the  generals 
and  nobles  wanted  both  hearts  and 
heads,  but  while  they  fled,  their  vas- 
sals combated.  A monk  named  Rico 
animated  the  populace,  and  Moncey 
was  beaten  back,  retiring  with  great 
loss  on  Almansa,  and  there,  had  the 
Conde  de  Cervellon  shown  either 
courage  or  brains,  not  one  of  the  enemy 
could  have  escaped.  Subsequently 
Blake,  after  courting  defeat  near  Mur- 
viedro,  fell  back  on  the  city,  and  on 
Suchet* s advance,  concluded  his  in- 
glorious career  by  surrendering  with 
20,000  men  and  390  guns ; “ misfor- 
tunes to  be  attributed,”  said  the  terse 
Duke(Disp„  Jan.  20, 1812),“to  Blake’s 
ignorance  of  his  profession  and  Mahy’s 
cowardice  and  treachery."  Suchet  vio- 
lated the  whole  capitulation;  he  was 
pledged  that  no  man  should  be  molested, 
but  no  sooner  was  he  master  of  the  city 
than  he  put  to  death  all  who  had  most 
distinguished  themselves  in  the  na- 
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tional  cause,  and  continued  his  execu- 
tions through  all  the  province,  from 
which,  in  38  months,  he  extorted  37 
millions  of  reals,  while  his  bombs  and 
pickaxes  created  irreparable  loss  to 
literature  and  the  fine  arts.  The  Duke, 
at  Vitoria,  repaired  the  failures  of 
Blake  before  Valencia,  and  Suchet 
evacuated  the  impoverished  city  July 
5,  1813 ; then  Francisco  Javier  Elio 
entered  with  his  troops  from  Requena, 
and  welcomed  Ferdinand  VII.,  who 
arrived  here  April  16,  1814 ; and  then 
first  hearing  of  Buonaparte’s  downfall 
determined  to  upset  the  Cortes.  He 
found  a tool  in  this  Elio,  who  during 
the  struggle  had  been  a time-server, 
and  so  disgraced  at  Biar  and  Castalla 
as  to  be  suspected,  says  Napier  (xxi.  1), 
of  a treacherous  understanding  with 
the  French.  He  was  rewarded  by  being 
made  Captain-General  of  Valencia, 
where  he  signalised  himself  by  per- 
secuting his  former  friends,  by  whom 
he  was  murdered  when  the  constitution 
was  proclaimed  in  1820.  Cosas  de 
Expand. 

Two  or  three  days  will  amply  suffice 
to  see  Valencia  del  Cid ; it  is  the 
capital  of  its  province,  the  see  of  an 
archbishop,  the  residenoe  of  a captain- 
general,  formerly  a viceroy,  and  has  an 
audiencia  or  supreme  court  of  justice, 
a university,  theatre,  Plaza  de  Toros, 
museo,  and  two  public  libraries,  &c.  It 
is  a cheap  well-supplied  city,  for  here 
fish,  flesh,  fruit,  and  green  herbs 
abound.  The  society  is  easy  and 
agreeable,  and  there  is  a good  Casino 
or  club  to  which  strangers  are  easily 
introduced;  the  climate  delicious,  the 
winter-shooting  first-rate ; the  popu- 
lation, including  the  suburbs,  reaches 
120,000.  It  has  a cathedral  and  four- 
teen parish  churches ; the  countless 
convents,  first  plundered  in  the  war, 
are  now  suppressed.  The  city  in 
shape  is  almost  circular;  the  Turia 
flows  along  the  N.  base  of  the  battle- 
mented  walls : the  sandy  bed  of  this 
exhausted  river  is  crossed  by  five  wide 
bridges,  which  serve  as  viaducts  in 
time  of  inundations.  The  tapia  walls 
built  in  1356  by  Pedro  IV.  are  very 
perfect.  Walk  round  them.  There 
are  eight  gates : some  with  their 
towers  and  machicolations  are  very 


picturesque  : that  of  El  Serranos,  be- 
gun in  1349,  and  of  El  Cuarte,  1444, 
are  used  as  prisons  (Newgates).  Out- 
side the  latter  is  the  [Plaza  de  Toros, 
and  the  highly  interesting  Botanical 
Garden ; and  here  the  French  under 
Moncey  were  repulsed  by  Rico  and 
Tupper.  The  city  inside  is  very  Moor- 
ish and  closely  packed : it  has  very 
few  gardens  within  the  walls ; the 
streets  in  general  are  narrow  and  tor- 
tuous, and  the  houses  lofty  and  gloomy- 
looking. 

Those  who  land  only  for  a few 
hours  from  the  steamer,  may  obtain  a 
rapid  general  notion  of  the  best  parts 
of  Valencia  (for  boatmen’s  tariff  see 
index),  by  jumping  into  a tartana — 
make  your  bargain  as  to  fare — and 
driving  round  the  following  course : 
Start  from  the  great  door  of  the  ca- 
thedral, passing  down  the  Calle  de 
Zaragoaa  into  the  Calle  San  Martin 
and  San  Vicente,  coming  back  to  the 
Calle  San  Fernando,  to  the  Mercado ; 
thence  by  the  Calle  del  Cuarte  and 
Caballeros,  turning  to  the  1.  by  the 
Calle  de  Serranos,  and  going  out  at  the 
gate  to  the  banks  of  the  Turia  ; thence  to 
the  Puerta  del  Real,  crossing  over  and 
following  the  Alameda,  and  recrossing 
at  the  Puerta  del  Mar  to  the  Glorieta, 
and  then  back  again  by  the  pretty 
planted  road  to  the  Grao.  The  streets 
are  in  some  cases  left  unpaved,  in 
order  that  the  scrapings  may  furnish 
manure  for  the  Huerta : all  this  is  ma- 
naged by  El  tribunal  del  repeso,  whose 
president  is  the  exact  Roman  .Edilis 
and  Moorish  Almotaeen.  For  excur- 
sions to  the  Grao  and  elsewhere  hire  a 
Tartana,  the  common  Valencian  ve- 
hicle, which  resembles  a dark  green 
covered  taxed  cart;  the  type  is  the 
Oriental  or  Turkish  Araba.  It  may 
be  compared  to  a Venetian  Gondola  on 
wheels,  and,  like  that,  although  for- 
bidding-looking, often  contains  a deal 
of  fun,  like  mourning-coaches  when 
the  funeral  is  done.  The  name  is 
taken  from  a sort  of  felucca,  or  Medi- 
terranean craft.  Good  riding  horses 
may  be  hired  at  el  meson  de  Teruel. 

The  first  thing  which  the  Cid  did  on 
capturing  Valencia  was  to  take  his 
wife  and  daughters  up  to  a height,  and 
show  them  all  its  glories.  Ascend, 
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therefore,  the  cathedral  tower,  which 
is  open  from  8 to  12  a.m.,  and  from  2 
to  5 p.m.  ; it  is  called  El  Micalele,  or 
del  Miguelete,  because  its  bells  were 
first  hung  on  St.  Michael’s  Feast. 
This  isolated  octangular  Gothic  belfry 
is  built  with  a brownish  stone,  1G2  ft. 
high,  and  disfigured  by  a modern  top. 
It  was  raised  in  1381-1418  by  Juan 
Franck  (see  the  inscription),  and  was 
intended  to  have  been  350  ft.  high ; 
the  panorama  is  very  strikiug,  nay,  to 
the  northern  children  of  the  mist  and 
fog,  the  bright  sky  itself  is  wonder 
enough,  it  is  a glimpse  of  the  glory  of 
heaven,  an  atmosphere  of  golden  light 
which  Murillo  alone  could  paint  when 
wafting  his  Blessed  Virgin  into  Para- 
dise. The  air  is  also  so  clear  and  dry 
that  distant  objects  appear  as  if  quite 
close.  By  taking  up  the  map  of  the  town 
by  Francisco  Ferrer,  the  disposition 
will  be  soon  understood.  The  streets  are 
so  narrow  that  the  openings  scarcely 
appear  amid  the  irregular  close- 
packed  roofs,  of  which  many  are  flat, 
with  cane  cages  for  pigeons,  of  which 
the  Valenciaus  are  great  fanciers  and 
shooters.  The  spires  rise  thickly  amid 
blue  and  white  tiled  domes ; to  the  N. 
are  the  hills  of  Mtirviedro,  Saguntum ; 
the  Huerta  is  studded  with  Alquerias, 
farm-houses,  and  cottages,  tliatched 
like  tents.  In  the  Micalete  is  the 
great  bell.  La  Vela,  which,  like  that 
of  the  Alhambra,  gives  warning  of 
irrigation  periods. 

The  cathedral,  El  Seo,  the  See,  de- 
dicated to  the  Virgin,  was  built  on 
the  site  of  a temple  of  Diana.  It  was 
raised  to  metropolitan  rank,  July  9, 
1492,  by  Innocent  VIII.;  Rodrigo  de 
Borja,  afterwards  Alexander  VI., 
being  the  first  archbishop.  The  suf- 
fragans are  Segorbe,  Orihuela,  Mal- 
lorca, and  Minorca.  This  edifice  is 
one  of  the  least  remarkable  of  Spanish 
capitals,  has  been  vilely  modernized 
inside  and  outside ; begun  in  1 262  by 
Andres  de  Albalat,  the  third  bishop, 
the  original  edifice  was  much  smaller, 
extending  only  to  the  chapel  of  San 
Francisco  de  Borja;  it  was  lengthened 
in  1482,  by  Valdomar;  but  as  the 
height  of  the  first  building  was  pre- 
served, now  it  appears  low  and  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  length.  The  ori- 


ginal style  was  Gothic,  but  the  interior 
was  Corinthianised  in  1760  by  Anto- 
nio Gilabert ; the  principal  entrance  is 
abominable,  the  concave  form  being  in 
defiance  of  all  architectural  propriety. 
It  was  modernised  by  one  Corrado 
Rodulfo,  a German,  and  is  a confused 
unsightly  jumble  of  the  Corinthian 
order,  with  bad  statues  of  the  local 
saints,  Vicente  de  Ferrer,  Luis  Bel- 
tran, and  others,  by  Ignacio  Vergara, 
a pupil  of  Bernini.  The  Gothic  inte- 
rior has  three  aisles,  with  a semicir- 
cular termination  behind  the  high 
altar.  The  transept  and  fine  cimborio, 
built  in  1404,  are  the  best  portions: 
here  are  two  Gothic  gates,  one  of  the 
apostles,  the  other  of  the  archbishop 
(observe  the  fourteen  heads  of  found- 
ers of  Valencian  families),  whose  pa- 
lace lies  outside  to  the  r. : behind  the 
circular  end  is  the  celebrated  chapel 
of  NuestraSenorade  los  Desamparados. 

The  Corinthian  Silleria  del  Coro  is 
carved  in  walnut ; this  with  the  bronze 
portal  were  given  by  the  Canon  Miedes. 
The  elaborate  Trascoro  was  wrought 
in  alabaster  about  1466,  although  it 
scarcely  appears  so  old.  A variety  of 
holy  subjects  in  high  relief,  six  on 
each  side,  are  set  in  eight  reddish  pil- 
lars with  gilt  Corinthian  capitals ; the 
high  altar  was  unfortunately  modern- 
ised in  1682.  The  original  Retablo 
was  burnt  on  Easter  Sunday,  May  21, 
1469,  having  bccu  set  on  fire  by  a 
pigeon  bearing  lighted  tow,  which 
was  meant  to  represent  the  Holy 
Ghost  in  some  religious  ceremony. 
The  altar  mayor  was  restored  in  1 498 
in  exquisite  silver-work  by  Jaume  Cas- 
telluou,  the  Maestro  Cetina,  and  Na- 
dal  Yoo,  but  most  of  the  bullion  was 
stript  off  and  melted  in  1809.  The 
painted  door-panels,  once  framed 
with  plate,  escaped,  and  of  these 
Philip  II.  well  remarked,  that  if  the 
altar  was  of  silver  they  were  of  gold  : 
they  are  painted  on  both  sides  and  in 
a very  fine  Florentine  manner,  and 
have  been  attributed  to  Leonardo  da 
Vinci,  or  at  least  to  his  pupils  Pablo 
de  Aregio  and  Francisco  Neapoli, 
1506.  Villanueva  (i.  39),  however, 
thinks  them  to  be  the  works  of  Felipe 
Paulo  de  Santa  Leucadia,  a Burgun- 
dian artist.  They  were  ordered  and 
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paid  for  by  Rodrigo  Borja  in  1471, 
who,  whatever  his  vices,  was  a mag- 
nificent prince,  as  his  decorated  cham- 
bers in  the  Vatican  still  evince.  Ob- 
serve particularly  the  Nativity,  Ascen- 
sion, Adoration,  Pentecost,  the  Death, 
Resurrection,  and  the  Ascension  of 
the  Virgin.  The  finest  is  perhaps 
that  to  the  bottom  on  the  r. ; the  dead 
figure  is  grand,  while  those  in  the 
foreground  are  superior  to  Masaccio. 
Observe  also  the  landscape  in  the  Re- 
surrection ; these  grand  things  ought  to 
be  better  known  in  Europe,  here  they 
are  buried  in  a napkin.  The  walls  were 
painted  in  fresco  by  P.  de  Aregio  and 
Francisco  Neapoli ; but  all  was  destroy- 
ed in  the  barbarous  “ improvements” 
of  Archbishop  Cameros  in  1674-82. 

Next  observe  the  painted  doors  be- 
hind the  altar,  especially  the  Christ 
seated : this  grand  work  has  been  in- 
jured by  the  key  and  the  friction  of 
opening  and  shutting.  Here  are  pre- 
served the  spurs  ana  bridle  of  Jaime 
the  Conqueror.  Part  of  the  old  Re- 
tablo  exists  and  is  put  up  in  the  Ca- 
pilla  de  San  Pedro.  At  the  Trans- 
altar is  an  elegant  tomb,  with  plate- 
resque  ornaments  and  pillars ; observe 
in  the  superb  painted  windows  the 
rich  greens  of  the  centre  one,  and  the 
purples  and  scrolly  gold-work  of  the 
others.  Near  the  Puerto  del  Arzo- 
bispo  is  the  chapel  of  San  Vicente 
Ferrer;  observe  two  fine  pictures  of 
him  and  his  model  and  master.  Saint 
Dominick.  Over  the  door  of  the  Sa- 
nristia  is  a grand  “ Christ  mocked 
before  Pilate,”  in  darkish  style ; also 
observe  on  the  other  side,  and  opposite 
the  door  of  the  sacristy,  a “ Christ 
bearing  his  Cross,”  equal  to  Sebastian 
del  Piombo ; also  a “ Deposition,” 
ascribed  to  Jean  Belino,  and  a “Con- 
version of  St.  Paul in  the  Sacristia, 
modernised  in  white  and  gold,  is  a 
“ Saviour  with  a Lamb,"  an  “ Abra- 
ham and  Isaac,”  by  Espinosa,  and  a 
truly  Raphaelcsque  Holy  Family,  by 
Juanes,  in  which  St.  John  gives  the 
Saviour  a blue  flower.  Observe  also 
a crucifix  of  ivory,  which  once  be- 
longed to  San  Francisco  de  Sales,  and 
the  ivory  baculo  of  St.  Agustin,  which 
is  kept  here  in  a oase. 

Sp. 


The  Relxcario,  once  rich  in  relics 
and  gold  and  silver,  was  much  thinned 
in  1809  of  the  latter.  Among  Xo» 
Reliquias,  as  described  by  Villanueva 
(ii.  22),  observe  especially  a tooth  of 
San  Cristobal,  big  as  an  ass’s,  which 
is  adored  every  July  10,  a particular 
holiday,  inasmuch  as  the  Jewish  sy- 
nagogue at  Valencia  was  plundered  on 
that  day  in  1391,  and  the  Hebrews 
massacred,  San  Cristobal  being  seen 
on  the  housetops  encouraging  the  dis- 
ciples of  San  Vicente  Ferrer.  The 

florious  custodia  of  1452  was  melted 
uring  the  war.  The  emphatic  relic 
is  el  santo  calix,  the  identical  cup  used 
at  the  last  supper,  of  which  so  many 
are  shown  in  different  orthodox  reli - 
canos.  This  one  was  brought  from 
the  monastery  of  San  Juan  de  la  Pena, 
but  it  was  broken  in  1 744  by  a clumsy 
canon  named  Vicente  Trigola.  A 
solemn  festival  and  service  was  per- 
formed to  this  relic  Aug.  31  ; and 
Agustin  Sales,  in  1736,  wrote  a vo- 
lume to  prove  its  authenticity  and 
power  of  working  miracles.  Note 
also  the  head  of  Santo  Tomas,  which 
was  taken  every  year  in  grand  proces- 
sion to  revisit  his  body,  at  the  Socos. 
The  fine  crucifix  by  Alonso  Cano, 
once  iu  the  Socos,  deserves  attention ; 
observe  in  the  same  chapel  a chain 
hung  on  the  wall,  which  is  said  to  be 
a trophy  carried  off  from  Marseilles. 
Inquire  also  particularly  in  the  sacris- 
tia to  see  the  terno,  and  complete  set 
of  three  frontales,  or  coverings  for  the 
altar,  which  were  purchased  in  Lon- 
don by  two  Valencian  merchants, 
named  Andrea  and  Pedro  de  Medina, 
at  the  sale  by  Henry  VIII.  of  the  Ro- 
mish decorations  of  St.  Paul’s.  They 
are  embroidered  In  gold  and  silver, 
are  about  12  feet  long  by  4,  and  repre- 
sent subjects  from  the  life  of  the  Sa- 
viour. In  one — Christ  in  Limbo — 
are  introduced  turrets,  evidently  taken 
from  those  of  the  tower  of  London, 
They  are  placed  on  the  high  altar 
from  Saturday  to  Wednesday  in  the 
Holy  week.  A terno  is  only  used  on 
grand  funciones,  when  a Misa  de  tres 
is  celebrated  by  a Presbitero  en  casulla 
and  two  Diaconos  en  dalmaticas.  There 
is  also  a pano  de.  pulpito,  de  atril,  a 
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frontal,  and  a palla  to  cover  the  pa - 
teua  or  top  of  the  sacramental  cup. 

In  the  altar  de  San  Miguel  is  a Vir- 
gin by  Sassoferrato,  and  above  a fine 
Christ  holding  a globe.  Inquire  also 
for  a “ Virgin  ’ and  superb  portrait  of 
the  priest  Agnesio  by  Juanes ; his 
“ Baptism  of  the  Saviour,”  over  the 
font  or  pila,  is  very  fine.  The  expres- 
sion of  patience  and  devotion  in  the 
Son’s  face  is  very  remarkable.  In  the 
Capilla  San  Luis  is  the  tomb  of 
Archbishop  Ayala,  1566;  the  prelate 
lies  in  his  robes:  the  fresco  paintings 
are  by  Josef  Vergara,  and  bad.  The 
Capilla  San  Sebastian  contains  seve- 
ral paintings  by  Orrente,  of  which 
observe  the  tutelar  saint,  the  master- 
piece of  this  Valencian  Bassano.  Ri- 
balta,  when  fold  that  he  was  going  to 
paint  it,  said,  “ Then  you  will  see  a fine 
Santo  de  lana,”  alluding  to  his  sheepish 
style.  The  Sepulchres  of  Diego  de 
Covarrobias,  obt.  1C04,  and  Maria 
Diaz,  his  wife,  are  fine.  The  Capilla 
de  San  Pedro  was  modernized  in  1703 ; 
the  altar  ischurrigueresque  ; the  walls 
were  painted  by  the  feeble  Palomino, 
and  the  cupola  by  the  more  feeble 
Canon  Victoria.  Observe  the  exqui- 
site “ Christ  in  a violet  robe  with  the 
wafer  and  chalice,”  by  Juanes.  The 
square  old  Gothic  saloon  was  built  in 
1358  by  Pedro  Compte.  Observe  por- 
tions of  the  alabaster  screen,  which  ori- 
ginally formed  the  Retablo  of  the  high 
altar;  the  “ Christ  bearing  his  Cross,” 
by  Ribalta : many  fine  pictures  have  re- 
cently “disappeared"  as  at  Granada 
and  elsewhere;  ask,  however,  for  the 
portrait  of  “El  Beato  Ribera ,”  and  the 
“ Santo  Tomas  de  Villanueva,”  both 
by  Juanes.  The  Sola  Capitular  has 
also  been  modernised,  in  white  and 
gold,  with  pinkish  marble  pillars. 
The  Capilla  de  San  Francisco  de 
Borja  is  painted  in  fresco  by  the  poor 
Bayeu  and  Goya.  In  an  altar  to  the 
N.  in  a glass  case  and  covered  with 
dust  is  a grand  Ecce  Homo,  which  pro- 
bably is  by  Ribalta. 

Leaving  the  Puerto  de  Ins  Apostates, 
is  an  incongruous  modern  brick  build- 
ing stuck  on  to  the  cathedral,  the  old 
gate  contrasting  with  an  open  circular 
white  Ionic  erection,  which,  with  its 


double  gallery,  looks  like  a Plaza  de 
Toros ; an  arched  passage  leads  to  the 
gay  and  gaudy  chapel  of  Auestra  Stnora 
de  los  Desamparados,  the  Virgin  of  the 
Unprotected,  to  whom,  when  not  pro- 
tected  by  allies,  the  Blakes  and  Mahys 
applied  in  times  of  danger,  instead  of 
putting  their  own  shoulders  to  the 
wheel.  “Beautified”  in  1823,  it  was 
built  in  1C67,  on  the  site  of  a temple 
to  Esculapius,  whose  practice  has  now 
passed  to  this  Minerva  Medica ; her 
j benefits  are  evinced  by  infinite  votive 
! offerings,  no  wonder  that  her  image  is 
j placed  in  the  Valencian  hospital,  el 
• General,  as  the  Medicos  de  Valencia, 
according  to  the  proverb,  have  luengas 
' faldas  y poca  ciencia.  Among  the 
infinite  names  and  attributes  of  the 
Virgin  none  is  more  common  in  Spain 
than  that  de  los  llemedios.  The  chapel 
is  a gaudy  oval,  enriched  with  marble 
pillars  and  gilt  Corinthiau  capitals: 
the  dome  was  painted  and  puffed  hy 
Palomino,  in  his  own  book  (ii.  296). 
He  inscribed  it  “ Non  est  inventum 
tale  opus  in  universis  regnis.”  The 
subject  is  the  “ Coronation  of  the  Vir- 
gin by  the  Trinity  the  execution  is 
below  mediocrity  : the  sagruda  imagen, 
richly  arrayed  and  decorated,  is  placed 
under  a superb  camarin  of  jaspers;  it 
was  made  in  1410,  by  order  of  the 
Spanish  antipope  I.una,  Benedict  XIII., 
who  destined  it  for  the  chapel  ofa  luna- 
tic asylum.  During  the  war  it  was 
created  by  the  sari<**  Valencians  Gene- 
ralisima,  just  as  Teresa  of  Avila  was 
made  Commander-in-Chief  by  the 
Cortes  of  Cadiz,  which  refused  to  ap- 
point the  Duke.  When  the  French 
entered  Valencia,  this  image  of  the 
Virgin  wore  the  three  gold  bars,  the  em- 
blems of  the  rank  of  Captain-General. 
The  Marques  de  los  Palacios,  com- 
mander of  the  city,  took  no  other  steps 
of  defence  than  laying  his  baton  at  its 
feet.  It  was  then  carried  in  pomp 
round  the  walls,  the  whole  population 
exclaiming,  “ The  divine  mother  will 
protect  us.”  Much  reliance  was  also 
placed  on  lighted  candles,  as,  two  burn- 
ing before  La  Madonna  having  escaped 
a bomb,  a Spanish  colonel  assured  the 
inmates  of  the  house  that  she  would 
save  Spain  because  the  number  two 
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signified  perseverance.  See  for  details 
Schep.  iii.  437,  488. 

The  prelate’s  palace  is  close  to  el 
Seo  : it  once  contained  a fine  library, 
formed  by  Don  Andres  Mayoral : the 
chapter  library  was  also  very  rich  in 
medals,  antiquities,  and  liturgical  co- 
dices,  with  a fine  one  from  the  old 
Abbey  of  Westminster,  all  of  which 
were  during  the  French  occupation 
made  food  for  bombs,  and  fuel  for 
eamp  kettles.  Next  visit  the  fine 
saloons  in  the  Casa  Consistorial,  or 
the  Andiencia,  a noble  Doric  pile : the 
view  from  its  balustrades  is  fine.  The 
Audiencia  has  a jurisdiction  over 
956,900  souls.  The  trials  amounted 
in  1844  to  2928,  being  abont  one  in 
every  390.  Ascending  to  the  first  floor 
and  entering  the  anteroom  of  the  great 
saloon,  observe  the  portraits  of  the 
kings  of  Spain,  hung  around,  below 
the  cornice;  el  Salon  de  Cortes  has 
its  walls  painted  in  curious  old  frescoes 
by  Cristobal  Zarinena,  1 592,  but 
since  vilely  gone  over  with  oil, 
representing  the  different  members, 
and  seemingly  over  the  places  which 
the  originals  occupied ; above  is  a 
charming  carved  gallery,  then  a balus- 
trade, pillars,  cornice,  and  rich  panelled 
ceiling,  rare  treats  for  the  architectural 
eye.  In  a chest  are  kept  the  keys  of 
the  town,  and  the  sword  of  the  con- 
queror Jaime  : in  the  library  is  a 
curious  MS.  relating  to  the  city’s 
commerce  in  the  fifteenth  century. 
The  chapel  of  the  Virgin  and  three 
adjoining  courts  contain  nothing  re- 
markable. Below,  the  Secretaria  del 
Gobierno  has  also  a fine  gilt  and 
carved  ceiling. 

The  Calle  de  Caballeros  is,  as  its 
name  implies,  the  aristocratic  street. 
The  character  of  these  Valencian 
houses  is  anything  but  unsubstantial, 
as  they  have  an  air  of  solid  nobility  : 
a large  portal  opens  into  a patio,  with 
arched  colonnades,  which  are  fre- 
quently elliptical ; the  staircases  are 
remarkable  for  their  rich  banisters, 
and  the  windows  are  either  Gothic  or 
formed  in  the  ajimez  style,  with  a 
slender  single  shaft  dividing  the  aper- 
ture ; the  long  lines  of  open  aroades 
under  the  roofs  give  an  Italian  light- 


ness. Whenever  a house  is  now  taken 
down  it  is  obliged  to  be  set  back,  with 
a view  of-  widening  the  streets ; the 
rebuilt  mansions  are  uniform  and  com- 
monplace, with  rows  of  balconies.  Of 
the  most  remarkable  houses  observe 
the  fine  specimen  “ la  Casa  de  Salico-. 
fras”  with  noble  patio  and  marble 
colonnade.  The  upper  corredor  is 
charming,  with  slender  ajimez  pillars. 
Observe  the  portals  and  doorways.  It 
is  now  degraded  into  a printing  con- 
cern and  a chocolate-shop!  Another 
good  bouse  is  in  the  Calle  Cadirers  : 
observe  that  of  the  Marques  de  dos 
Aguas,  Plaza  de  Villaraza,  which  has 
a grotesque  portal,  a fricasee  of  palm- 
trees,  Indians,  serpents,  and  absurd 
forms,  the  design  of  one  Rovira  and 
the  work  of  Vergara.  In  the  house 
of  the  Conde  de  Cervellon,  near  the 
Puerto  del  Mar,  Ferdinand  VII.  was 
lodged  on  his  return  from  France. 

The  vast  mansion  of  the  Conde  de 
Parsent,  Calle  de  Carniceros,  contains 
some  good  pictures : observe  the  Ado- 
ration of  Shepherds,  a St.  Catherine, 
Christ  breaking  the  Bread  at  Emmaus, 
by  Ribalta.  The  Marques  del  Rafol 
has  also  a collection : observe  the  San 
Pedro  Pascual,  a head  of  Christ,  Mo- 
rales, two  Dominican  Monks  plucking 
Flowers,  a Crucifixion,  San  Bernardo, 
Isaac  and'  Abraham,  all  by  Ribalta ; 
also  his  portrait  by  himself;  a fine 
San  Sebastian,  by  Ribera  ; San  Vi- 
cente  preaching,  J uanes.  None  should 
omit  visiting  the  collection  del  Pelu- 
quero,  Plaza  San  Vicente.  This  hair- 
dresser, Pedro  Perez,  has  filled  his 
house  with  an  omnium  gatherum  of  art 
and  antiquity.  The  pictures  are  not 
of  a high  class,  although  the  geese  here 
are  all  swans.  The  least  bad  are  at 
the  top  of  his  house,  a Christ  Teach- 
ing, Leonardo  (?);  a Christ  Scourged, 
Morales  (?) ; a Christ  and  Soldiers, 
Velazquez  (?);  a Nino  Dios  and  Saint 
John,  Murillo  (?).  The  Spanish  and 
Celtiberiau  coins  were  good  until  the 
perruquier  polished  off  the  venerable 
«erugo,  lathering  and  shaving  them  as 
it  were ; a common  fate  in  Spain  (see 
p.  64).  This  numismatic  Figaro  is, 
himself,  however,  like  old  Tradescant, 
the  most  curious  of  his  rarities.  (For 
k 2 
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the  ancient  coinage  of  Spain  see  some 
remarks,  Madrid,  Biblioteca  Nacion- 
al).  This  Figaro  of  taste  has  recently 
laid  aside  his  razors,  having  been  ap- 
pointed “ Conserye  ” to  the  Academy 
of  Nobles  Artes  of  San  Carlos,  Plaza 
de  las  Barcas,  where  are  some  second- 
rate  objects  of  art,  and  bad  pictures 
with  good  names,  and  some  portraits 
of  poets  from  the  monastery  Murta. 
A barber,  however,  is  a personage 
in  this  land  of  Figaro.  Suchet,  too, 
who  shaved  Valencia  pretty  well, 
began  life  as  ’prentice  to  a perruquier. 
In  the  Calls  San  Vicente  lives  a 
hatter,  el  Sombrerero,  who  has  also  some 
Barberie  pictures,  which  he  shows 
readily  to  strangers  ; they  are  but 
second-class. 

The  Colegio  de  Corpus  or  del  Patri- 
arca  is  a museum  of  Ribaltas.  It  was 
founded  in  1586,  and  finished  in  1605 
by  the  Archbishop  Juan  Ribera,  a 
scion  of  that  powerful  family  of  Se- 
ville. He  is  generally  called  “ El 
Santo  Ribera,"  having  been  conouized 
in  1797:  he  died  in  1611,  aged  78, 
having  been  primate  of  Valencia  42 
years : see  the  engraved  stone  in  the 
middle  of  the  transept.  His  life  has 
been  written  by  Francisco  Escriba, 
4to.  Valencia,  1612,  and  by  Juan 
Ximenez.  The  noble  Corinthian 
chapel  of  the  college  was  built  by 
Anton  del  Rey,  after,  it  is  said,  a plan 
of  Herrera,  It  is  somewhat  dark,  the 
windows  being  very  small ; the  walls 
again  are  “ blacked  through  the 
smoke  ” of  the  incense ; but  the  day- 
light was  purposely  excluded  by  de- 
sire of  the  founder,  who  wished  to 
give  the  impressiveness  of  religious 
obscure  to  the  ceremonies.  The  mi- 
serere on  a Friday  morning  is  one  of 
the  most  impressive  services  of  Spain : 
be  there  at  ten,  as  soon  after  the  dark- 
ling chapel  is  rendered  darker  by 
drawing  blinds  over  the  windows  and 
shutting  the  doors,  to  exclude  also  the 
idle  tnfler:  the  whole  space  above 
the  high  altar  is  now  covered  with  a 
purple  pall,  the  colour  of  mourning ; 
none  stand  near  it  save  the  silent  qui- 
resters ; next  an  aged  priest  approaches 
and  prostrates  himself;  then  all  kneel 
on  the  ground  and  the  solemn  chant 


begins.  At  the  first  verse  the  picture 
above  the  altar  descends  by  a noiseless 
unseen  machinery,  and  the  vacancy  is 
supplied  by  a lilac  veil  with  yellow 
stripes;  as  the  chant  proceeds  this  is 
withdrawn,  and  discloses  one  of  a 
faint  grey,  which,  when  removed,  dis- 
covers another  of  deep  black,  and  then 
after  a lengthened  pause  another  and 
the  last.  The  imagination  is  thus 
worked  up  into  a breathless  curiosity, 
which  is  heightened  by  the  tender 
feeling  breathed  out  in  that  most 
beautiful  of  penitential  psalms.  Then 
at  once  the  last  veil  of  the  temple  is 
as  it  were  rent  asunder,  and  the  Sa- 
viour appears  dying  on  the  cross;  a 
sepulchral  light  is  cast  on  the  brow,  on 
which  a sweat  of  agony  seems  to 
mantle,  while  “ the  shadow  of  death 
hangs  on  the  eyelid”  (Job  xvi.  16). 
It  is  the  reality  of  the  Crucifixion,  and 
is  too  harrowing  to  be  long  looked  at; 
but  soon  a distant  quire  of  silvery 
voices  strikes  up,  and  the  pall  is 
closed  again  over  a spectacle  which  is 
not  to  be  profaned  by  irreverent  or 
lengthened  curiosity. 

The  sculptor  should  examine  this 
crucifix  as  a work  of  art ; and  by  ap- 
plication to  the  rector,  and  a fee  to  the 
sacristan,  it  can  be  seen  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  chapel  is  closed  to  the 
public ; get  a ladder  and  lights,  and 
then  will  be  revealed  the  ropes  and 
contrivances  by  which  all  this  solemn 
scene-shifting  is  managed.  The  carv- 
ing is  one  of  the  finest  in  Spain,  but 
nothing  is  known  of  its  origin.  It  be- 
longed to  the  founder,  and  was  placed 
here  by  his  express  order,  as  a relic, 
from  the  number  of  miracles  which  it 
worked.  To  us  it  appeared  to  be  Flo- 
rentine, and  of  the  time  of  Jean  de 
Bologna.  The  material  is  a dark 
wood ; the  feet,  extremities,  and  ana- 
tomy are  very  fine  : observe  the  broad 
modelling  of  the  forehead,  and  the 
lines  about  the  month,  where  character 
resides ; as  death  is  here  represented, 
the  absence  of  life,  which  is  so  felt  in 
painted  sculpture,  does  not  offend. 

The  whole  church  deserves  a care- 
ful inspection,  as  here  Ribalta  is  pro- 
perly to  be  estimated:  in  the  first 
chapel  to  the  1.  is  one  of  his  mas- 
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terpieces,  and  painted  in  a style  be-  late  with  Satan  and  an  angel  contend- 
tween  Titian  and  Vandyke;  “San  ing  for  his  soul,  which  belonged  to 
Vicente  de  Ferrer  visited  on  his  sick  El  Santo  Ribera,  and  was  always  kept 
bed  by  our  Saviour  and  Saints he  in  his  room  as  a memento  mori.  No- 
rises on  his  pallet,  his  expression  of  tice  also  an  ivory  and  a bronze  cruci- 
humble  gratitude  contrasts  with  the  fix  of  Florentine  work.  The  Sala 
kindness  and  sympathy  exhibited  to-  Capitular  contains  a few  pictures,  but 
wards  him ; the  light  is  unfortunately  the  light  is  very  bad.  The  fine  Doric 
bad.  Next  pass  to  the  high  altar,  cloisters,  with  an  Italian  marble  co- 
which  is  a superb  pile  of  green  mar-  lonnade,  were  erected  in  the  Herrera 
'bles  and  jaspers ; the  crucifix  is  con-  style  by  Guillem  del  Rey;  Suchet 
cealed  by  a grand  “ Last  Supper  ” by  converted  them  into  his  magazine  or 
Ribalta;  the  head  of  an  Apostle  with  receiving-house.  Observe  an  antique 
a white  beard  is  equal  to  anything  Ceres,  which  has  been  bunglingly  re- 
painted by  the  old  Venetians;  the  paired.  Here  are  four  pictures  by 
Judas  in  the  foreground  is  said  to  be  Joannes  Stradanus — The  Ascension, 
the  portrait  of  a shoemaker  by  whom  Birth,  Supper,  and  St.  John ; they  are 
Ribalta  was  worried ; above  the  Sup-  kept  covered,  except  on  el  dia  de  Car- 
per is  a charming  “ Holy  Family,”  pus.  Next  ascend  by  a noble  staircase 
also  by  Ribalta ; the  child  is  painted  to  the  library  : over  the  door  is  a 
like  Titian : in  the  small  recesses  o«  statue  of  Hercules.  Those  books 
each  side  of  the  altar  are  two  fine  pic-  which  escaped  the  modern  Omars  are 
tures  on  panel  in  the  style  of  Juanes ; put  away  in  handsome  Ionic  cases,  for 
in  that  to  the  r.  our  Saviour  is  at  the  the  banquet  of  worms.  Here  are 
column,  in  that  to  the  1.  he  bears  bis  some  portraits  of  Spanish  kings,  &c. 
cross.  The  cupola  is  painted  in  fresco.  The  rectoral  lodgings  are  also  up- 
with  martyrdoms  and  miracles  of  San  stairs,  aud  contain  fine  pictures:  in- 
Vicente,  by  Bartolome'  Matarana  (Kill  quire  for  a portrait  of  Clement  VIII., 
Frog).  The  picture  in  the  Capilla  de  and  for  that  of  the  founder,  an  intel- 
las  Animas  is  by  F.  Zuccaro.  The  ligent  old  man  with  long  pointed  nose 
body  of  the  founder  is  preserved  in  a and  square  beard  ; it  is  by  Juan  Zari- 
sarcophagus,  and  lies  clad  in  episcopal  nena : also  for  a Christ  in  the  Garden 
robes,  with  a crozier  between  the  legs;  of  Olives,  by  Ribalta;  and  by  the 
the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  were  same  master  a superb  Christ  at  the 
stripped  off  by  the  French:  the  fea-  Column,  painted  iu  the  style  of  Se- 
tures  are  pinched  and  wasted;  the  bastian  del  Piombo:  observe  also  a 
gorgeous  copes  and  trappings  mock  Christ  bearing  the  Cross  by  Morales, 
the  mouldering  mummy : in  the  Ca-  and  a noble  picture  of  a Beata  iu  a 
pilla  de  San  Mauro  is  another  of  these  brown  dress  by  Ribalta ; the  best 
melancholy  relics.  time  to  see  these  interesting  objects  is 

The  Sacristia  is  fine,  and  was  built  of  an  afternoon,  but  ladies  are  not 
by  Geronimo  Yavari.  The  wardrobes  admitted.  Near  this  Colegio  is  the 
with  Doric  ornaments  are  good ; in  an  Universidad,  a fine,  large,  red  building, 
inner  room  is  the  Reliquario;  the  and  much  frequented  by  students: 
bones,. &e.,  are  arranged  in  rows  like  an  the  library  is  well  arranged,  and  pos- 
anatomical  museum;  the  French  “re-  sesses  some  vellum  MS.,  e.g.  a Virgil, 
moved”  the  gold  and  silver  settings.  Pliny,  Livy,  and  Aristotle,  with  ex- 
The  spectator  kneels  while  the  show-  cellent  illuminations;  they  formerly 
man  points  to  each,  and  an  assistant  belonged  to  the  Convento  de  los  Reues, 
drawls  out  the  items  as  by  rote.  This  and  escaped  the  French  by  having 
exhibition  usually  takes  place  imme-  been  sent  to  Mayorca  before  Suchet 
diately  after  the  Friday  miserere,  and  arrived. 

destroys  all  devotional  sentiment ; it  j Formerly  travellers  who  wished  to 
is  a farce  after  the  tragedy.  Observe,  scourge  themselves  (see  San  Gines, 
however,  a small  altar  painted  by  Madrid),  found  whips  and  every  ac- 
Juaues,  and  the  picture  of  a dead  pre-  comniodation,  after  las  Oracioncs,  ;a 
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the  church  of  La  Congregation  ; now 
this  is  converted  into  a college  for 
officers,  to  whom  the  mention  of  these 
previous  practices  is  unpleasant.  That 
fine  church,  built,  in  1736,  by  one 
Tosca,  has  been  given  to  the  clergy 
of  Santo  Tomas,  and  has  some  tole-  | 
ruble  pictures ; but  the  Virgin  is  not 
by  Leonardo,  as  is  here  pretended. 

Since  the  suppression  of  the  con- 
vents a national  museum  has  been  | 
established  in  the  former  Carmen, 
where  the  great  Valcncian  school 
may  really  be  studied  and  appre- 
ciated : it  contains  600  or  700  pictures, 
of  which  the  vast  majority  are  worth- 
less. The  chief  painters  to  l>e  ob- 
served are  Vicente  Juanes,  the  Spanish 
Raphael,  who  was  born  at  Fuente  de 
la  Higuera,  1523,  ob.  1579;  then  Fran- 
cisco de  Ribalta,  who  is  the  Spanish 
Domenichino  and  Sebastian  del  Piombo 
combined ; he  was  born  in  Castellon 
de  la  Plana  about  1551,  died  at  Va- 
lencia, 1628,  and  is  buried  in  the  San 
Juan  del  Mercado : he  was  the  painter 
of  San  Vicente  de  Ferrer,  i.  e.  a local 
■painter  of  a local  subject ; just  as  Mu- 
rillo was  of  the  Concepcion,  so  wor- 
shipped by  Sevillians.  There  is  a pic- 
ture, probably  by  Ribalta.  in  Magdalen  i 
Chapel,  Oxford,  although  even  his  [ 
name  has  not  penetrated  into  those 
cloisters,  and  the  picture  is  ascribed  to 
artists  with  whose  works  it  has  not  ! 
even  a remote  resemblance. 

Another  great  Valencian,  Josef  Ri- 
bera (Spagnoletto),  was  pupil  of  Ri-  ; 
balta:  he  was  born  at  Xativa,  1588, 
and  died  at  Naples,  1656,  where  he  1 
led  the  Hispano-Neapolitan  school,  j 
He  painted  cruel  martyr  subjects  in  a 
decided  Caravaggio  style  of  marked 
shadows  and  lights.  Jacinto  Gero- 
nimo  Espinosa,  the  best  of  a family  of 
painters,  was  born  in  Cocentaina, 
1600,  and  was  also  a disciple  of  Ri- 
balta : he  died  at  Valencia,  1680,  and 
is  buried  in  San  Martin  : he  imitated 
the  Carracci  school.  Pedro  Orrente, 
the  Bassano  of  Spain,  and  as  mono- 
tonous and  multiplied,  was  born  at 
Monte  Alegre  about  1560,  and  died  at 
Toledo,  1644 : he  principally  painted 
cattle  and  Adorations  of  Shepherds  : 
although  he  was  a mannerist,  he  co- 


loured his  low  subjects  well ; he  was 
the  master  of  Pablo  Pontons,  whose 
pictures  are  seldom  seen  out  of  Valen- 
cia, and  of  Esteban  March,  a painter 
of  battle-pieces,  who  died  here  in  1660  ; 
both  these  imitated  the  Bassanos 
through  Orrente.  These  pastoral  pic- 
tures are  as  tiresome  as  pastoral  poetry, 
which  then  was  all  the  fashion  : Scrip- 
ture was  degraded  by  peasant  forms  ; 
angels  became  accessories  to  cattle; 
there  may  be  the  merit  of  truth  to  or- 
dinary nature,  but  divine  subjects  re- 
quire a more  epic  treatment  The 
Zarifienas  are  another  Valencian  family 
of  painters  of  second-rate  merit.  Va- 
lencia has  produced  no  great  sculptor. 

Among  the  best  pictures  by  Juanes 
are  three  pictures  of  our  Saviour : ob- 
serve especially  that  from  Santo  Do- 
mingo, in  a violet  dress ; a magnificent 
San  Francisco  de  Paula,  in  a brown 
dress  leaning  on  his  staff,  from  Los 
Minimos.  Remark,  by  Ribalta,  San 
Vicente  preaching,  from  Santo  Do- 
mingo ; San  Francisco,  from  Los  Ca- 
pucmnos  ; a Cardinal,  by  Espinosa  ; a 
Holy  Family;  a St  Jerome;  an  As- 
sumption, from  Santo  Domingo  ; a San 
Jose,  from  Los  Agostxnos:  by  El 
Bosco  (Jerome  Bosch  of  Bois  le  Due), 
the  three  singular  pictures  from  Santo 
Domingo — the  Crowning  with  Thorns, 
the  Christ  at  the  Pillar,  and  in  the 
Garden : inquire  for  the  altar  of 
Jaime  I.,  with  its  singular  old  paint- 
ings. 

Visit  the  church  of  San  Juan  to  see 
the  celebrated  Concepcion,  or  La  Pa- 
risima,  which  formerly  was  in  the 
Campania,  having  been  painted  for 
los  Jesuitas,  and  under  the  following 
circumstances ; — the  Virgin  herself  ap- 
peared in  person  to  the  Jesuit  Martin 
de  Alvaro,  and  desired  him  to  have  her 
painted  exactly  as  he  then  beheld  her. 
He  applied  to  Juanes,  giving  all  the 
details  of  the  vision  ; the  artist,  after 
many  failures,  by  the  advice  of  Alvaro, 
confessed  and  went  through  a long  re- 
ligious exercise,  and  then  produced 
this  picture;  the  Virgin  when  it  was 
finished  descended  from  heaven  and 
expressed  herself  satisfied.  Charles 
IV.  wished  to  remove  it  to  Madrid 
when  he  founded  her  order,  but  re- 
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frained  from  fears  of  a popular  out- 
break. The  figure  is  colossal,  but  the 
expression  is  meek  and  innocent : on 
each  side  are  emblems  and  mottoes 
allusive  to  her  manifold  perfections. 

Visit  the  church  of  San  Martin ; 
over  the  door  is  a bronze  equestrian 
statue  of  the  tutelar  dividing  his  cloak  ; 
it  weighs  4000  lbs.,  and  the  horse  is 
heavier.  In  the  interior  is  a grand 
Dead  Christ,  lamented  by  the  Marys, 
by  Ribalta,  and  a Crucifixion  over  a 
RetalAo.  In  the  San  Nicolas,  origin- 
ully  a Moorish  mosque,  the  frescoes 
are  by  Dionis  Vidal,  a pupil  of  Palo- 
mino. The  church  is  disfigured  by 
stucco  abortions.  Calixtus  III.  was 
curate  here,  and  his  medallion  is  placed 
over  the  principal  entrance.  Observe 
a Last  Supper,  by  Juanes,  kept  under 
a case,  which  is  also  painted  in  six 
smaller  subjects  connected  with  the 
creation  of  the  world  and  birth  of  our 
Saviour ; behind  the  altar  is  a grand 
Christ,  and  in  the  Capilla  de  San  Pe- 
dro the  martyrdom  of  that  Dominican, 
by  Espinosa,  one  of  his  best  works, 
and  painted  in  a Bolognese  manner. 
The  Escuela  Pro,  a tolerable  seminary, 
was  built  in  1738  by  the  Archbishop 
Mayoral : the  rotunda  is  very  noble, 
but  has  been  injured  by  lightning. 
The  green  marbles  of  Cervera  used 
here  are  rich  : observe  the  San  Antonio, 
a fine  picture  by  Ribalta,  painted  some- 
thing like  Guercino.  The  saint  in  black 
hoick  the  child  in  his  arms,  while  an 
angelic  quire  hovers  above. 

The  Puerto  del  Cid,  by  which  he 
entered,  is  now  in  the  town,  and  near 
the  gate  el  Real ; it  is  built  into  the 
Temple,  where  was  the  tower  called 
Alibiifat,  on  which  the  Cross  was  first  , 
hoisted.  It  once  belouged  to  the  Tem-  | 
plars,  and  was  given  to  the  order  of 
Montesa  in  1317  : ruined  by  an  earth- 
quake in  1743,  it  was  rebuilt  in  1761, 
by  Miguel  Fernandez.  The  portico  is 
fine : observe  the  circular  altar,  with 
choice  jaspers  and  gilt  capitals,  under 
which  is  the  Virgin’s  image,  and  the 
doors  leading  to  the  Presbitero  ; in  this 
edifice  the  Liceo  artist  ico  hold  their 
meetings.  Suchet  plundered  the  Tem- 
ple of  much  plate,  and  turned  it  into  a 
custom  house.  The  numerous  convents 


of  Valencia,  like  most  of  the  churches, 
were  tatvdry  in  decoration,  for  in  no 
place  has  churriguerism  and  stuccodone 
more  mischief,  while  whole  Cuenca 
pine-forests  were  carpentered  into  de- 
formity and  plastered  with  gilding. 

The  principal  plaza,  called  El  Mer- 
cado, is  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  and 
contains  its  only  fountain : here  the 
Cid  and  Suchet  executed  their  prison- 
ers without  trial  or  mercy.  The  mar- 
ket place  is  well  supplied,  and  the  cos- 
tume of  the  peasants  is  very  picturesque. 
Here  is  the  Lonja  de  Seda,  the  silk- 
hall,  a beautiful  Gothic  building  of 
1482.  The  saloon  is  magnificent,  and 
supported  by  spirally  fluted  pillars: 
this  is  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ; ob- 
serve in  a pretty  garden  attached  to  it, 
the  beautiful  Gothic  windows,  medal- 
lions with  heads,  and  coronet-like  bat- 
tlements. The  staircase  of  the  Lonja 
is  good.  The  window-ornaments  and 
armorial  decorations  were  mutilated 
by  the  invaders.  Opposite  to  the  Lonja 
is  the  church  of  the  Santos  Juanes, 
which  also  has  been  disfigured  with 
heavy  overdone  ornaments  in  stucco 
and  churrigueresque.  The  much-ad- 
mired cupola  is  painted  in  fVesco  by 
Palomino,  and,  although  puffed  in  his 
own  book  (ii.  290),  is  a poor  perform- 
ance; San  Vicente  figures  like  the 
angel  of  the  Apocalypse.  The  Retablo, 
by  Munoz,  is  bad ; the  marble  pulpit 
was  wrought  at  Genoa  by  one  Ponza- 
nelli. 

The  Plaza  de  Santa  Catalina  is  the 
mart  of  gossip,  and  the  fair  sex  return- 
ing from  mass  make  a point  of  passing 
through  it  to  see  and  to  be  seen.  The 
hexagon  tower  of  the  church,  built  in 
1638,  is  disfigured  by  windows  and 
rococo  pillars  and  ornaments.  The 
Gothic  interior  has  been  ruined  by 
stucco.  It  was  made  a straw  maga- 
zine by  Suchet,  who  tore  down  and 
destroyed  the  glorious  altar  de  los  Pla- 
teros,  painted  by  Ribalta:  the  adjoin- 
ing Plaza  de  las  Barcas  is  nothing 
more  than  a wide  street.  Close  by  is 
the  Colegio,  founded  in  1550  by  Panto 
: Tomas  de  Villanueva,  archbishop  of 
; Valencia;  inquire  for  the  grand  pic- 
| ture,  by  Ribalta,  of  the  prelate  sur- 
; rounded  by  scholars,  parts  of  which 
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are  as  fine  as  Velazquez.  The  Santo 
■was  buried  in  San  Agustin  ( Bl  Socda), 
and  his  sepulchre  is  a noble  monument. 
This  building  serves  now  for  the  pre- 
sidio correccional,  a sort  of  penitentiary, 
which  was  established  at  Valencia  in 
1835  by  Don  Manuel  Montesinos.  It 
is  clean  and  well  managed.  The  pri- 
soners are  employed  at  different  works 
and  the  silent  system  observed. 

The  N.E.  corner,  between  the  gates 
el  Real  and  del  Mar,  is  full  of  inte- 
rest. On  the  Plaza  de  la  Aduana  is 
a huge  red  brick  Doric  pile,  with  a vile 
statue  by  Vergara,  built  for  Charles  III. 
by  Felipe  Rubio,  in  1760,  as  a custom- 
house : absurd  tariffs  and  the  smuggler 
having  rendered  it  useless,  it  was,  like 
that  of  Malaga,  converted  into  a manu- 
factory of  cigars.  The  sad  drawback 
to  Valencia  is  the  want  of  a good  sea- 
port as  an  outlet  for  her  productions. 
The  Paseo  de  la  Glorieta  was  laid  out 
aud  planted  in  1817  by  Elio,  who  con- 
verted into  a garden  of  Hesperus,  a lo- 
cality made  a desert  by  Suchet,  who 
razed  300  houses  to  clear  a glacis 
for  the  adjoining  citadel.  When  Elio 
was  massacred  in  1320  by  the  Con- 
stitutionalists, because  a royalist,  they 
selected  this  very  garden  for  his  place 
of  execution,  and  the  mob  wished  to 
tear  up  even  the  trees  and  flowers, 
because  planted  by  a royalist  hand 
(compare  San  Lucar,  p.  21). 

When  Ferdinand  VII.  was  restored 
to  his  full  power  in  1823,  Elio,  al- 
though dead  and  buried,  was  restored 
to  his  rank  and  honours,  and  his  name 
figured  for  years  afterwards  in  the  Spa- 
nish army-list. 

The  citadel  was  built  by  Charles  V. 
to  defend  Valencia  against  Barbarossa. 
The  Glorieta,  with  its  statuettes  in  the 
box  circles,  is  a delicious  promenade, 
and  frequented  by  the  fashion  and 
beauty  of  the  town  ; of  course  the  tra- 
veller will  go  there  at  the  proper  hour. 
On  the  N.  side  is  the  Plaza  de  Santo 
Domingo.  The  convent  was  founded  by 
Jaime  I.,  who  laid  the  first  stone ; it 
was  once  a museum  of  art  of  all  kind, 
until  Suchet,  the  architect  of  Valencia’s 
ruin,  arrived : his  damages  were  fright- 
ful. It  is  now  occupied  by  the  cap- 
tain general,  aud  the  church  and  cha- 


pels are  converted  into  store  rooms  for 
artillery  and  ammunition  : the  pictures 
were  removed  to  the  Museo  : it  once 
was  the  lion  of  Valencia,  and  still 
deserves  a visit.  Observe  the  Doric 
portal  and  statues.  The  chapter-house 
and  cloisters  are  in  excellent  Gothic ; 
the  latter,  planted  with  orange-trees, 
and  surrounded  with  small  chapels, 
was  the  burial-place  of  die  Escala  fa- 
mily, whose  sepulchre  was  most  re- 
markable on  account  of  the  costume 
of  two  armed  kuights.  Suchet,  who 
bombarded  Valencia  from  this  side, 
destroyed  the  exquisite  windows,  and 
shattered  the  noble  belfry.  In  the  Ca- 
pilla  del  Capitulo,  which  is  supported 
by  four  airy  pillars,  San  Vicente  Ferrer 
took  the  cowl.  His  chapel  by  Antonio 
Gilabert  is  a pile  of  precious  green 
and  red  marbles,  jaspers,  and  agates. 
The  chapel  of  San  Luis  Beltran,  where 
his  uncorrupted  body  was  kept,  was 
adorned  with  pillars  of  a remarkable 
green  marble  ; here  were  the  beautiful 
tombs  of  the  monks  Juan  Mico  and 
Domingo  Anadon.  The  chapel  of  the 
Virgen  del  Rosario  was  all  that  gold 
and  decoration  could  make  it,  and  con- 
trasted with  the  severe  sombre  Gothic 
of  the  Capilla  de  los  Reyes,  founded 
by  Alonso  V.  of  Arragon.  Here  are 
the  Berruguete  sepulchres  of  Rodrigo 
Mendoza,  obt.  1554,  and  Maria  Fonseca 
his  wife.  The  superb  railings  were 
torn  down  by  Suchet’s  troops,  who 
also  burnt  the  noble  library. 

San  Vicente  is  the  tutelar  of  Va- 
lencia, and  none  can  understand  Ri- 
balta  without  some  knowledge  of  his 
history,  which  has  given  much  em- 
ployment to  the  pencils,  chisels,  and 
pens  of  Spaniards.  Consult  his  Life  by 
Vicente  Justiniani,  Val.  1582,  and  his 
‘ Milagros,’  Francisco  Diago,  4to.  Bar- 
celona, 1 COO  ; ditto,  J uan  Gabaston, 
4to.  Val.  1614;  ‘ Historia  de  la  Vida 
Maravillosa.’  Valdecebro,  4to.  Mad. 
1740 ; ‘ Vida  Milagros,'  &c.,  Dr.  Tho- 
mas Merita  y Llazer,  gvo.  Val.  1755, 
with  rude  woodcuts  of  his  chief  mira- 
cles ; and  the  ‘ Sagrario  ’ of  Solortjano 
(see  p.  189).  San  Vicente  is  called 
the  St.  Paul  of  Spain,  and  is  the  “ glo- 
rious apostle  ” of  Valencia.  He  is 
painted  flying  in  the  air,  like  the 
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■winged  angel  in  the  Apocalypse  (Rev. 
xiv.  16),  with  an  inscribed  scroll, 
44  timete  Deum,”  while  mitres  and  car- 
dinals’ hats  lie  neglected  on  the 
ground,  alluding  to  his  repeated  nolo 
Episcopari.  His  father  was  an  honest 
attorney.  His  mother  when  pregnant 
heard  a child  barking  in  her  womb, 
and  went  for  advice  to  the  Bishop 
Ramon  del  Gusto,  who  assured  her  that 
she  would  produce  a “ mastiff  who 
would  hunt  the  wolves  of  heresy  to 
hell.”  The  babe  was  born  in  1350  in 
the  Calle  del  Mar,  where  an  oratorio 
still  marks  the  sacred  spot.  He  be- 
came a monk  of  the  persecuting  Domi- 
nican order,  and  soon  a leader  of  these 
Domini  Canes,  those  bloodhounds  of 
the  Inquisition.  He  then  commenced 
an  itinerant  preaching  crusade  against 
the  Jews.  He  still  is  the  schoolmaster 
of  Valencia.  Visit  his  imperial  col- 
lege, which  is  well  managed.  He  died 
in  France,  April  5,  1418,  aged  60:  his 
recorded  miracles  pass  all  number  and 
belief ; they  and  the  principal  events 
of  his  life  form  the  chief  religious 
spectacles  of  Valencia.  He  was  bap- 
tized in  San  Esteban,  and  here  his 
“ Bautismo  ” is  still  regularly  per- 
formed, by  appropriately  dressed  cha- 
racters, April  the  fifth.  His  “mi- 
racles" are  represented  in  the  open 
streets,  where  altars  are  erected  to 
him;  these  exhibitions  on  the  Mer- 
cado, Tros  Alt,  and  Plaza  de  la  Con- 
gregacion,  are  so  extraordinary  that 
they  must  be  seen  to  he  credited. 
St.  Vincent  of  the  Cape  is  also  a Va- 
lencian  tutelar,  who  was  put  to  death 
in  Santa  Tecla,  Calle  de  Mar;  his 
prison  in  the  Plaza  de  la  Almoina  was 
renewed  in  1832.  The  exterior  of  his 
prison  or  grata  is  adorned  with  jaspers: 
observe  his  marble  statue.  In  this 
church  is  also  a miraculous  image,  El 
Cristo  del  Rescate,  which  is  prayed  to 
when  rain  is  wanted,  and  the  glass 
fiills. 

The  new  church  of  San  Salmdor 
possesses  the  miraculous  image,  El 
Cristo  de  Beirut,  which  is  described 
by  all  local  historians  as  made  by  Ni- 
codemus;  many  Jews  have  been  con- 
verted by  the  blood  and  water  which 
issue  from  its  wounds.  It  navigated 


by  itself  from  Syria,  and  worked  its 
way  up  to  Valencia  against  the  river- 
stream.  A monument,  erected  in  1 738, 
marks  the  spot  where  it  landed.  Con- 
sult the  work  of  J.  Bau.  Ballestor,  Val. 
1672,  on  all  the  facts  and  miracles  of 
I this  image.  Valencia  has  many 
churches,  &C-,  which  we  in  mercy  omit, 
but  the  sight-seer,  if  not  weary,  may 
look  at  some  pictures  in  San  Andres, 
and  by  Juanes  in  the  Retablo  of  San 
Bartolome,  and  in  San  Pedro  y Nicolas. 
He  is  buried  in  Santa  Cruz,  In  the  first 
chapel  to  the  r. : here  are  some  paint- 
ings by  his  daughter.  Observe  also  a 
grand  Paso  Nuestra  Senora  del  Car- 
men, which  has  a rich  cofradia  to  de- 
j fray  the  culto  and  candles.  In  San 
Esteban  is  the  adorable  and  miracle- 
working  body  of  San  Luis  Beltran, 
who  was  bom  close  by;  an  oratory 
marks  the  sacred  spot. 

There  is  a good  new  theatre  in  "the 
Calle  de  las  Barcas,  with  a handsome 
room,  in  which,  sometimes,  an  Italian 
opera  is  performed.  There  are  two 
public  libraries  ; one  in  the  university, 
the  other  in  the  archiepiscopal  palace, 
and  some  books  and  natural  history  at 
the  Sociedad  Economica,  Plaza  de  las 
Moscas : the  public  archives  are  in  the 
Jesuitas.  The  hospitals  of  Valencia 
are  very  well  managed  for  Spain ; at 
el  aeneral  are  baths,  &e.  The  Cam 
de  la  Misericordia,  or  poor-house,  is  a 
fine  edifice.  The  arms  of  the  city  are 
the  four  bars  of  Catalouia,  with  a bat, 
indicative  of  vigilance,  a quien  vela, 
todo  se  revela. 

Valencia  is  celebrated  for  its  Azu- 
lejos.  The  best  shops  are  in  the  Calle 
nueva  de  Pescadores,  and  near  the  Calle 
de  Rusafa ; many  subjects  are  kept 
ready-made,  and  any  pattern  can  be 
imitated.  The  richest  colours  are  the 
blues,  blacks,  and  purples.  The  clay, 
of  a chocolate  brown,  is  brought  from 
Manises.  The  white  varnish  is  given 
by  a mixture  of  barrilla,  lead,  and  tin  : 
the  ovens  are  heated  with  furze,  and 
I the  clay  is  baked  three  days  and  three 
nights,  and  requires  four  days  to  cool. 

’’alencia  abounds  in  pleasant  walks; 
take  one  to  the  river,  or  rather  the 
river-bed,  for  it  is  so  drained  for  irri- 
gation, that,  excepting  at  periods  of 
K 3 
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rains,  it  scarcely  suffices  for  the  wash-  j 
erwomen.  The  massy  bridges  and 
their  strong  piers,  which  seem  to  be 
sinecures,  denote,  however,  the  neces- 
sity of  protection  against  occasional 
inundations.  Thus  the  Puente  del  Mar 
was  carried  away  in  the  flood  of  Nov. 

5,  1776.  In  the  dip,  at  La  Pechina , 
pigeon-shooters  resort  for  el  tiro  de  las 
pajamas,  a favourite  pastime  of  Valen- 
ciaus : there  is  a cockpit  near  the  Plaza 
Mosen  Sorell,  and  cock-throwing  out- 
side the  gate  San  Vicente.  Observe 
near  La  Pechina  an  inscription  found  1 
here  in  1759—“  Sodaliciun « vernarum  ' 
ententes  Isid.”  This  was  a cofradia  to 
Isis,  which  paid  for  her  culto.  There  i 
is  a treatise  on  this  inscription,  by 
Agustin  Sales,  Val.  1760.  Valencia 
once  abounded  in  inscriptions,  most  of 
which  were  buried  in  1541  under  the 
bridge  Serranos,  by  a priest  named 
Juan  Salaya,  because  papan.  The 
next  bridge,  walking  to  the  r.,  is  that 
of  La  Trinidad,  built  in  1356 ; then 
comes  the  Real,  the  Moorish  Jerea— 
Arabiee  Sharea,  of  the  law — which  fell 
in,  and  was  restored  by  Charles  V. 
Crossing  over  was  the  site  of  El  Real, 
the  royal  residence  of  the  viceroys, 
which  was  pulled  down  in  the  war,  and 
the  space  since  converted  into  a pleasant 
plantation.  The  river  now  divides  the 
Glorieta  from  the  long  avenues  of  the 
delightful  Alameda,  whose  shady  over- 
arching branches  continue  to  el  Grao, 
the  grad  us,  or  steps,  to  the  sea.  This 
agreeable  drive  is  the  lounge  of  the 
natives,  who  flock  here  iu  the  summer 
for  the  sea  - bathing.  Vast  sums  of 
money  have  been  expended,  since  1792, 
in  the  attempt  to  make  a port  of  this 
bad  sandy  roadstead,  which  is  much 
exposed  to  gales  from  the  S.  and  the 
S.W.,  but  the  French  invasion  arrested 
the  good  work.  The  Muelle,  or  mole, 
was  to  be  pushed  forward  in  two  piers, 
with  towers  and  batteries  at  each  extre- 
mity. The  temporada  de  los  Banos  is 
a gay  period.  The  baths  are  thatched 
with  rice  straw.  The  road  is  then 
thronged  with  tartanas,  which  convey 
all  sexes  to  their  immersion,  hissing 
hot  like  horseshoes.  The  Grao  waters 
are  said  to  soften  the  female  heart,  and 
to  cure  confirmed  sterility. 


Of  all  the  rascally  tribe  of  watermen 
the  boatmen  of  the  Grao  are  the  most 
unconscionable.  If,  however,  you  know 
the  tariff,  they  give  up  disputing ; the 
proper  charges  are  a peseta  each  per- 
son ; two  reals  for  a portmanteau  ; one 
for  each  smaller  package.  If  without 
luggage,  the  price  is  two  reals  to  land 
and  two  to  be  put  on  board.  N.B.  The 
charges  for  a tartana  are  6 reals  per 
hour. 

Those  returning  to  Valencia  should 
enter  by  the  Puerta  del  Mar ; here 
once  stood  El  Remedio,  which,  with 
the  splendid  sepulchres  of  the  Mon- 
cada  family,  was  destroyed  during 
recent  reforms. 

The  communications  between  Va- 
lencia and  the  other  provinces  are 
numerous ; for  those  S.  with  Alicante 
and  Murcia,  see  Routes  36,  37,  38. 
The  steamers  communicate  with  Ali- 
cante and  Cadiz.  With  Madrid  there 
are  two  routes.  One,  Route  106,  that 
taken  by  the  diligences,  runs  through 
Almansa.  The  second,  Route  107, 
which  passes  through  Cuenca,  is  nearer 
and  by  far  the  most  interesting.  It  is 
not  good,  although  practicable  for 
carriages  to  Requena,  to  which  there 
is  a diligence.  When  the  long-com- 
menced line  is  completed  (and  the 
works  at  Cabrillas  have  latterly  been 
much  advanced)  diligences  will  pro- 
bably be  placed  on  it.  For  Cuenca  and 
I its  localities,  so  highly  attractive  to 
i the  fisherman  and  geologist,  see  Index, 
i The  communications  with  Zaragoza, 
through  Teruel  and  Daroca,  are  found 
in  Routes  112  and  1 13.  There  is  some 
talk  of  a rail  between  Valencia  and 
Madrid. 

An  excursion  should  be  made  from 
Valencia  to  Denia,  visiting  the  Albu- 
fera  lake,  and  returning  by  Alcira, 
where  the  rice-grounds  and  acequias 
are  highly  interesting.  The  towns 
are  very  populous ; the  fertility  of  the 
soil  is  incredible.  It  is  a land  of 
Ceres  and  Bacchus,  Flora  and  Po- 
mona, while  the  sea  teems  with  deli- 
cious fish. 


I 
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This  celebrated  lagoon,  the  Albu- 
fera,  Arabic^  “ the  lake,”  commences 
near  Cilia,  and  extends  about  3 L. 
N.  and  S.,  being  about  10  L.  in  cir- 
cumference. It  narrows  to  the  N., 
and  is  separated  from  the  sea  by  a 
strip  of  land.  A canal,  which  can  be 
opened  and  shut  at  pleasure,  commu- 
nicates with  the  sea.  It  is  fed  by  the 
Turia  and  the  Acequia  del  Ret/.  It 
swells  in  winter,  and  is  then  a com- 
plete preserve  of  fish  and  wild-fowl. 
The  fishermen  dwell  in  ehozas,  ex- 
posed to  agues  and  mosquitos.  Seventy 
sorts  of  birds  breed  here;  the  small 
ducks  and  teal  are  delicious,  especially 
the  Foja.  There  are  two  public  days 
of  shooting,  the  11th  and  25th  of 
Nov.,  when  many  hundred  boats  of 
sportsmen  harass  the  water-fowl,  which 
darken  the  air.  The  dehesa,  or  strip 
between  the  lake  and  sea,  abounds 
with  rabbits  and  woodcocks,  qallivetas. 
There  is  not  much  difficulty  in  getting 
permission  to  shoot  on  other  besides 
these  public  days.  This  lake  and 
domain,  valued  in  1S33  at  300, 00u/., 
is  a royal  property,  aud  was  granted 
to  Suchet.by  Buonaparte,  who  created 
him  a French  Due  by  the  title  of  Al- 
bufera,  in  reward  for  his  capture  of 
Valencia.  The  English  Duke,  at 
Vitoria,  unsettled  the  conveyance,  and 
rendered  this  water  Suchet  another  of 
the  aqueous  non-entities  of  Valencia, 
which  he  had  pretty  well  ruse'd,  raz- 
ziaed,  and  Sangradoed,  alike  after  his 
pristine  barber,  as  his  later  barbarous 
habits ; tonsoribus  nut  am.  Ferdinand 
VII.  would  have  confirmed  the  gift  to 
a destroyer,  although  he  made  diffi- 
culties about  the  Soto  of  Granada 
which  had  been  granted  to  his  de- 
liverer, to  whom  this  albufera  was 
contemplated  being  given,  had  not  the 


Valeneians  raised  objections.  Charles 
IV.  had  made  it  over  to  the  minion 
Godoy,  as  he  had  also  done  the  Soto  de 
Roma. 

Sueca  is  in  the  heart  of  the  rice- 
country,  las  tierras  de  arroz.  So  is 
Cullera,  population  70tH),  which  is  built 
on  the  Jucar,  crossing  which  the  hills 
come  down  to  the  sea.  The  land 
through  the  Huerta  of  Gaudia  aud 
Oliva,  peopled  places,  is  a perfect 
Eden  of  fertility.  The  sea  teems  with 
fish,  of  which  the  Parejas  del  Bmt  are 
fine  eating.  Sugar  also  is  raised  here. 
At  the  village  Dayemus  is  a Roman 
tomb,  inscribed  thus — “ Belli*  quiet*.” 
Deitia,  the  capital  of  its  Marquesado, 
is  a plaza  de  armas,  but  utterly  destitute 
of  any  means  of  defence ; population 
above  3000.  The  sea,  by  retiring,  has 
almost  ruined  this  once  celebrated 
port ; nor  has  art  effected  what  might 
be  done  to  deepen  and  clean  it  out. 
Now,  near  the  Torre  de  Carrus,  carob- 
trees  rear  their  stems,  in  the  place  of 
the  masts  of  ships  when  Sertorins 
made  it  his  naval  station  (Strabo,  iii. 
239).  Denia  lies  on,  nay  in  the  sea, 
under  the  rock  el  Mongd,  which  rises 
about  2600  feet  above  the  sea,  and 
from  whence  the  views  are  most  ex- 
tensive ; one  of  the  ancient  names  was 
Emeroscopium,  and  derived  from  this 
peep  of-day  look-out  for  pirates ; the 
present  name  is  a corruption  of  Dia- 
nium,  for  here  was  erected  a celebrated  ' 
temple  to  Diana  of  Ephesus,  who  now 
is  supplanted  by  la  Virgeit  de  los  lie- 
aamparados.  The  Huerta  is  covered 
with  vines,  olives,  fig  and  almond 
trees  : the  great  traffic  is  in  the  Denias 
or  coarse  Valencian  raisins,  which  are 
so  much  used  in  England  for  puddings, 
being  inferior  to  those  of  Malaga  ; the 
latter  are  dried  in  the  sun,  while  the 
former  are  cured,  as  at  Smyrna,  in  a 
lye,  whence  they  are  called  lexias. 
The  Mongo  slopes  down  to  the  Cape 
San  Antonio,  and  at  its  back  1 L.  from 
Denia  is  the  picturesque  town  of  Jabea, 
population  about  3500,  which  the  lovers 
of  Claude  Vernet  and  Salvator  should 
visit:  indeed  the  whole  Marina,  like 
the  coast  of  Amalfi,  is  a picture:  you 
fiave  a beauteous  sky,  .blue  broken 
headlands,  a still  deep-green  spa,  with 
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craft  built  for  the  painter  skimming 
over  the  rippling  waves,  and  a crew 
dressed  as  if  for  an  opera  ballet;  then 
inland  are  wild  mountain  gorges,  me- 
dioDval  turrets  and  castles,  placed 
exactly  where  the  artist  would  wish 
them,  and  rendered  more  beautiful  by 
time  and  ruin.  The  geology  south  of 
Denia  is  very  interesting,  especially 
the  stalactical  grottos:  visit  particu- 
larly that  at  Benidoleig  1 L.  S.W. ; 
the  cueva  lies  about  half  a mile  out- 
side of  the  village:  the  mouth  looks 
N.,  and  is  a grand  natural  portal : 
take  torches  and  a local  guide.  In 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  is  a curious 
lake. 

The  coast  on  rounding  Cape  San 
Antonin  is  broken  by  headlands,  of 
which  those  of  San  Martin,  Mouayra, 
and  Hifac  or  Ayfac,  are  the  most  re- 
markable. In  the  bay  is  Calpe,  a 
small  Gibraltar,  distant  3 L.  by  land 
from  Denia;  it  was  the  site  of  a 
Roman  town ; antiquities  and  mosaics 
are  constantly  discovered,  and  as  con- 
stantly neglected  or  destroyed.  At 
the  Banos  de  la  Reyna,  between  two 
promontories,  are  the  remains  of  a 
ilomau  fish-pond.  From  Calpe  to 
Gandia  there  is  a wild  inland  route 
through  the  hills,  by  Benisa,  Alcanall, 
Orba,  Sayra,  and  over  the  ridge  of 
Segarria  to  Pego,  and  then  crossing 
the  Bullent  or  Calapata  river  to  Oliva. 
From  Gandia  the  road  turns  off  to  the 
1.  over  the  hills,  through  Barig  and 
Aygues  to  Alcira. 

The  district  of  Alcira  is  admirably 
irrigated ; the  high  road  passes  through 
an  “ isolated ” tract  ( Arahice  Gesirah — 
Island),  round  which  the  rivers  Al- 
bayda,  Sellout,  Gabriel,  and  Requena 
flow  into  the  Jucar.  The  Acequia  del 
llet)  passes  from  Ante!  la  by  Alcudia 
into  the  Albufera.  The  hydraulic 
system  is  admirably  imagined  and 
executed.  The  parish  church  of  Al- 
jamesi'  has  a good  RetaJAo,  and  pictures 
by  Ilibalta — a Last  Supper,  and  sub- 
jects relating  to  Santiago. 

Those  proceeding  N.  by  steam 
should  previously  make  an  excursion 
inland,  while  those  who  are  going  by 
diligence  to^  Tarragona  may  ride  to 
M mviedro,  and  there  take  up  the 


coach,  having  secured  their  places  for 
the  number  of  days  in  advance. 
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On  quitting  Valencia  we  strike  into 
the  rich  Campo  de  Liria.  Manises, 
where  the  clay  for  the  azulejo  pottery 
comes  from,  lies  to  the  1.  Liria  is  a 
large  town:  population  under  10,000, 
and  principally  agricultural.  This  is  the 
“ hamcau  de  cinq  ou  six  feux  ” which 
the  accurate  Le  Sage  gave  to  Gil  Bias 
as  his  domain.  The  huerta  is  exceed- 
ingly fertile,  while  the  hills  feed  flocks 
of  sheep  and  goats.  Liria  was  built 
in  1252,  by  Jaune  I.,  on  the  site  of  a 
Roman  town,  Edeta,  destroyed  in  the 
wars  of  Porapey  and  Sertorius,  of 
which  a portion  of  a reservoir  yet 
remains.  Liria  gives  a ducal  title  to 
the  Duque  de  Alva,  who  represents 
the  Due  de  Berwick.  In  the.  hand- 
some Parroquia  observe  the  coro  placed 
round  the  presbiterio,  as  it  always 
should  be.  The  naves,  transept,  and 
dome  were  designed  by  the  Jesuit 
monk  Pablo  de  Rajas,  and  built  by 
Martin  de  Orinda : the  classical  facade, 
with  statues  of  the  St.  Vinceut’s  Vir- 
gin, & c.,  is  by  Thomas  Esteve',  1672; 
in  the  inside  observe  a Concepcion  by 
Espinosa,  1663.  Liria  is  best  seen  on 
the  29th  of  Sept.,  as  Michaelmas 
Day,  the  feast  of  the  Archangel,  at- 
tracts the  peasants  in  their  classical 
dresses : the  Eremitorio  ou  his  moun- 
tain is  also  much  visited. 

At  Benisano , a village  below  Liria, 
and  near  the  high  road,  are  the  ruins 
of  the  castle  in  which  Francis  I.  was 
conlined  until  July  20,  1525.  He  was 
landed  a prisoner  after  Pavia,  at  the 
Grao,  on  June  29th,  and  was  allowed 
to  remain  only  two  days  in  Valencia. 

In  the  neighbouring  hills  of  San  Mi- 
guel and  Barbara  are  singular  marble 
quarries : from  the  hermitage  of  San 
Miguel  the  view  of  the  plains  and  sea 
is  delicious.  An  excursion  should  be 
made  to  the  now  suppressed  Cartuja  of 
Porta  Cali.  It  lies  in  the  opposite 
hills  near  Olocau,  and  is  about  2$  L. 
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from  Liria,  aud  4 L.  from  Valencia, 
and  commands  a fine  view  of  the  plain 
and  sea.  It  was  founded  in  1272  by 
the  bishop,  Andres  de  Albalat.  It  was 
once  a museum  of  art.  Here  Alonso 
Cano  took  refuge  after  the  death 
(murder?)  of  his  wife.  He  carved  for 
the  monks  a crucifix,  and  painted 
several  pictures,  now  gone.  The  con- 
vent is  desolate,  yet  the  picturesque 
wooded  mountain  situation  is  un- 
changed. The  superb  aqueduct  is  of 
the  time  of  the  Catholic  sovereigns. 
The  wine,  “ vino  rancio,’’  is  excellent. 
From  Liria  to  Chelva  the  direct  road 
Is  through  La  Llosa.  It  is  better  to 
turn  off  to  the  1.  and  visit  Chestalgar, 
near  the  Turia,  where  are  some  re- 
mains of  a Moorish  aqueduct  All  this 
district,  up  to  1609,  was  inhabited  by 
industrious  Moriscos.  At  Chulilla  is 
the  extraordinary  Salto,  or  leap,  of  the 
Turia:  the  river  has  cut  its  way 
through  perpendicular  walls  of  moun- 
tains. Re-entering  the  Campo,  and 
keeping  the  Turia  on  the  1.,  is  Chelva, 
a rich  village;  population  4500.  In 
the  Rambla  de  los  Arcos  is  a fine  Ro- 
man aqueduct : the  arches  which  span 
the  defile  are  rare  bits  for  the  artist. 
One  portion  is  injured,  the  other  nearly 
perfect  The  Campo  de  Chelva  is  very- 
fertile  ; the  “ Pico  ” hill  is  singular. 

From  Chelva  it  is  better  to  retrace 
the  route  to  La  Llosa,  and  thence  to  El 
Villar,  for  the  circuit  by  Alpuente  and 
Yesa  is  tedious;  then  strike  into  the 
Lacobas  hills,  famous  for  rich  mar- 
bles : a cross-road  of  5 mountain  leagues 
leads  to  Segorbe.  At  Alcubas,  2 L., 
which  is  in  the  heart  of  the  rugged 
country,  the  road  branches  and  leads 
W.  through  Oset  to  Andilla,  distant 
about  3 L. ; this  hamlet  of  700  souls, 
sunk  amid  the  mountains,  has  a very 
fine  parish  church,  and  some  noble 
pictures  by  Ribalta.  The  Retablo  is 
classical  and  Corinthian,  aud  enriched 
with  statuary  and  basso  relievos ; the 
insides  of  the  shutters  are  painted  with 
die  following  subjects — the  Visitation 
of  the  Virgin,  her  Presentation,  Santa 
Ana  and  San  Joaquin,  and  the  Cir- 
cumcision : the  outsides  with  — the 
Dispute  with  the  Doctors,  a lliposo, 
the  Birth  and  Marriage  of  the  Vir- 


gin. These  were  executed  in  Ribalta 's 
best  period.  Ponz  (iv.  194)  prints 
some  curious  details  as  to  the  erection 
and  prices  of  this  fine  Retablo,  which 
is  buried  in  these  lonely  regions.  1 L. 
from  Andilla  is  Canales ; the  villagers 
exist  by  supplying  the  snow,  of  which 
so  much  is  used  in  Valencia,  from  the 
Bellida  hill.  Returning  to  Alcubas, 
about  half  way  in  the  hills  is  La 
Cueva  Santa,  or  a deep  cave,  in  which 
is  a sanctuary  of  the  Virgin.  The 
chapel  is  below,  the  rock  forming  the 
roof,  and  you  descend  by  a staircase. 
This  holy  grotto  is  visited  on  the  8th 
of  September  by  the  peasantry  from 
far  and  near. 

Segorbe,  Segobriga  Edetanorum,  is  a 
well-built  town,  contains  about  6000 
souls,  and  rises  above  the  Palancia, 
surrounded  by  gardens,  which,  under 
a beneficial  climate  and  copious  irri- 
gation, are  incredibly  fertile.  The 
view  from  the  rocky  pinnacle  al>ove 
the  town  is  charming.  Segorbe  was 
taken  from  the  Mc.ors  by  Don  Jaime 
in  1245.  There  is  a history  of  the 
cathedral,  antigvedades,  &c.,  by  Fran- 
cisco de  Villagrasa,  4to.  Valencia, 
1664.  The  edifice  is  not  remarkable. 
There  is  a Retablo  of  the  Juanes  school 
and  a good  cloister.  Parts  of  the  an- 
cient castle  and  walls  were  taken  down 
to  build  the  Casa  de  Misericordia. 
The  limpid  Puente  de  la  Esperama, 
near  the  Gerouomite  convent,  gushes 
at  once  a river  from  the  rock;  the 
water  has  a petrifying  power.  San 
Martin  de  las  Monjas  has  a Doric 
facade;  inside  is  the  tomb  of  the 
founder,  Pedro  de  Casanova ; inquire ' 
for  the  fine  Ribalta,  the  Descent  of 
Christ  into  Hades.  In  the  Seminario 
is  the  tomb  of  the  founder,  Pedro  Mi- 
ralles;  his  effigy  kneels  on  a sarco- 
phagus, ou  which  some  of  the  events  of 
his  life  are  sculptured.  Near  the  town 
is  the  suppressed  Carthusian  convent 
of  Val  de  Cristo,  with  its  picturesque 
paper-mills.  Unresisting  and  defence- 
less Segorbe  was  mercilessly  sacked  by 
Suchet,  March,  1812. 

For  the  high  road  to  Zaragoza, 
through  Xerica,  Teruel,  and  Daroca, 
see  Route  108,  107. 

Murviedro,  with  a poor  posada,  lies 
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on  the  Palancia.  The  long  lines  of 
'walls  and  towers  crown  the  height, 
which  rises  above  the  aucient  Saguu- 
tum.  This  city  was  founded,  1384  years 
before  Christ,  by  the  Greeks  of  Za- 
cynthus  (Zante)  (Strabo,  iii.  240),  and 
was  one  of  the  few  emporiae  which  the 
jealous  Phoenicians  ever  permitted 
their  dreaded  rivals  to  establish  on 
the  Peninsular  coasts.  It  was  formerly 
a seaport,  but  now  the  fickle  waters 
have  retired  more  tliau  a league.  No 
Spanish  city  has  been  more  described 
by  the  ancients  than  Saguntuin.  Being 
the  first  frontier  town,  and  allied  to 
Borne,  and  extremely  rich,  it  was  hated 
by  Hannibal,  who  attacked  and  de- 
stroyed it.  The  obstinacy  and  horrors 
of  the  defence  rivalled  Numantia,  and, 
in  our  days,  Gerona.  Sil.  Italicus  (i. 
271)  gives  the  sad  details.  The  town 
perished,  said  Florus  (ii.  6.  3),  a great 
but  mournful  monument  of  fidelity  to 
Borne,  and  of  Bome’s  neglect  of  an  ally 
in  the  hour  of  need  ; but  Saguntum  was 
revenged,  as  its  capture  led  to  the  second 
Punic  war,  and  ultimately  to  the  ex- 
pulsion from  Spain  of  the  Carthaginian. 
It  was  taken  in  535  u.c.  See  also  Pliny, 
iii.  3 ; and  read  on  the  site  itself  Livy, 
xxi.  7. 

Saguntum  was  rebuilt  by  the  Ro- 
mans, and  liecame  a municipium. 
Whatever  it  was  once,  now  it  is  almost 
a matter  of  history,  as  the  remains 
have  been  ever  since  used  by  Goth, 
Moor,  and  Spaniard,  as  a quarry  above 
ground.  As  with  Italica,  near  Seville,  j 
mayors  and  monks  have  converted  the 
shattered  marbles  to  their  base  pur- 
poses: with  them  the  convent  San 
Miyuclde  los  lleyes,  near  Valencia,  was 
partly  constructed,  and  the  walls  of  the 
castle  of  Murviedro  repaired.  A few 
mutilated  fragments  are  here  and  there 
imbedded  in  the  modern  houses ; so 
true  is  the  lameut  of  Argeuaola  : — 

“ Con  marmolrs  de  nobles  insrrinciones 
Tcritro  vn  tiempo  y eras,  en  Sagunto 
Fabricin  boy  tabernas  y mesonrt." 

The  name  Murviedro  (Murbiter  of 
the  Moors)  is  derived  from  these  Muri ; 
veteres , Muros  viejos  ; the  la  vic/a  of  j 
Spaniards,  the  ira\aia  of  Greeks.  Frag- 
ments of  the  once  famous'  red  pottery 


are  found,  the  Calices  Saguntini, 
Mart.  xiv.  108,  on  which  the  Conde  de 
Luniiares  wrote  au  8vo.,  Burros  Sa- 
untinos , Val.  1772.  Many  coins  are 
ug  up  here ; indeed,  the  mint  of  Sa- 
guntum struck  27  specimens  (Florez, 
‘ M.’  ii.  560).  The  modern  town  is 
straggling  and  miserable,  and  contains 
about  5000  inhabitants,  agriculturists 
and  wine-makers.  The  great  temple 
of  Diana  stood  where  the  convent  of 
La  Trinidad  now  does.  Here  are  let 
in  some  six  Roman  inscriptions  re- 
lating to  the  families  of  Sergia  and 
others.  At  the  back  is  a water-course, 
with  portions  of  the  walls  of  the  Circus 
Maximus.  In  the  suburb  San  Sal- 
vador a mosaic  pavement  of  Bacchus 
was  discovered  in  1745,  which  soon 
after  was  let  go  to  ruin,  like  that  of 
Italica.  The  famous  theatre  is  placed 
on  the  slope  above  the  town,  to  which 
the  orchestra  is  turned ; it  was  much 
destroyed  by  Suchet,  who  used  the 
stones  to  strengthen  the  castle,  whose 
long  lines  of  wall  and  tower  rise 
grandly  above ; the  general  form  of 
the  theatre  is,  however,  easily  to  be 
made  out  The  Roman  architect  took 
advantage  of  the  rising  ground  for  his 
upper  seats.  It  looks  N.E.  in  order  to 
secure  shade  to  the  spectators,  thus 
seated  in  balcones  de  sombre,  as  at  a 
modern  bull-fight  and  who,  like  in  the 
Greek  theatre  at  Taorminia,  in  Sicily, 
must  have  enjoyed  at  the  same  time  a 
spectacle  of  nature  and  of  art  for  the 
panorama  is  magnificent  The  local 
arrangements  are  such  as  are  common 
to  Roman  theatres,  and  resemble  those 
of  Merida.  They  have  been  measured 
and  described  by  Dean  Marti ; Pony., 
iv.  232;  in  the  Esp.  Say.,  viii.  151. 
There  is  also  a Latin  and  Spanish  letter 
in  4to.  Val.  1711,  to  Josef  Ortiz,  dean 
of  Xativa;  and  a Discrtacion,  by  En- 
rique Palos  y Navarro,  4 to.  Val. 
1807. 

Ascending  to  the  castle,  near  the  en- 
trance are  some  buttresses  and  massy 
masonry  of  the  old  Saguntine  castle. 
The  present  is  altogether  Moorish,  and 
girdles  the  irregular  eminences.  The 
citadel,  with  the  towers  San  Fernando 
aud  San  Pedro,  is  placed  at  the  ex- 
treme height,  and  probably  occupies 
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the  site  of  the  Saguutine  keep  de 
scribed  by  Livy  (xxi.  7).  Suehet 
stormed  the  fortress  from  this  side, 
aud  was  beaten  back  in  every  direc- 
tion. Up  in  the  castle  there  is  not 
much  to  be  seen : it  is  rambling  and 
extensive.  There  are  some  Moorish 
cisterns,  built  on  the  supposed  site  of 
a Roman  temple.  There  is  a remark- 
able echo,  and  a few  fragments  of 
sculpture.  These,  neglected  as  usual 
by  the  imcstlietic  governors,  were 
mutilated  by  Suehet’ s soldiers.  The 
views  on  all  sides  around  are  very  ex- 
tensive, especially  looking  towards 
Valencia  from  the  governor’s  garden. 
This  fortress  is  the  key  of  Valencia, 
which  never  can  safely  be  attacked 
from  this  side  while  it  remains  un- 
taken ; yet,  although  ample  tune  and 
warning  of  coming  calamities  were 
given,  neither  Blake  nor  the  Valencian 
junta  took  any  steps  to  render  it  tenable ; 
the  cannon  were  not  even  mounted; 
but  the  gallant  governor,  Luis  Andri- 
ani,  everywhere  repulsed  the  French 
attacks.  Suehet’ s only  chance  was  the 
winning  a decisive  battle,  and  a Fa- 
bian, defensive  policy  must  have 
caused  him  to  retreat.  If  Blake  had 
only  done  nothing,  Valencia  was 
saved;  but  he  was  determined,  like 
Areizaga  at  Ocafia,  to  “ lose  another 
kingdom  by  the  insatiable  desire  of 
fighting  pitched  battles  with  undis- 
ciplined troops,  led  by  inexperienced 
officers.”  (Disp.  Nov.  27,  1811.)  Ac- 
cordingly, he  marched  from  Valencia 
with  25,000  men,  and  attacked  Suehet, 
who  had  less  than  20,000,  in  the  plain, 
Oct.  25,  1811.  Before  the  battle  he 
made  every  disposition  to  ensure  its  loss, 
and,  in  a very  short  time  after  it  began, 
fled  with  his  whole  army  under  the 
very  eyes  of  the  garrison,  who  caught 
the  infection  and  capitulated  that  very 
night,  unworthy  children  of  Saguntine 
ancestors,  and  forgetful  of  the  reliyio 
loci.  The  loss  of  Valencia  was  the 
result. 

There  are  two  means  of  getting  to 
Tarragona  and  Catalonia— one  by  the 
steamer  which  sails  to  Barcelona,  ar- 
riving iu  about  24  hours:  the  other  by 
the  diligence.  The  Ebro  divides  the 
provinces  of  Valencia  and  Catalonia ; 


those  going  to  Zaragoza  by  Tortosa 
will  stop  at  Amposta,  and  then  pro- 
ceed by  R.  43. 
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This,  the  regular  diligence  - road, 
coasts  along  the  Mediterranean,  and  is 
not  particularly  interesting.  A couple 
of  days  may  be  spent  at  Tarragona,  in 
which  and  its  vicinity  are  many  objects 
of  interests.  The  time  taken  by  the 
coach  from  Valencia  to  Barcelona  is 
about  40  hours. 

On  leavingValencia  to  the  r.,  amid  its 
palms  and  cypresses,  is  the  once  cele- 
brated Gerouomite  convent  San  Aliguel 
tie  los  Reyes,  formerly  the  Escorial  of 
Valencia.  It  w as  built  in  1 544  by  Vidana 
and  Alonso  de  Covarrabias  for  Don  Fer- 
nando, Duke  of  Calabria.  This  ill-fated 
heir  to  the  throne  of  Naples  surrendered 
to  the  Great  Captain,  relying  on  his 
word  of  honour,  and  was  perfidiously 
imprisoned  for  ten  years  at  Xativa  by 
Ferdinand.  He  was  released  by  diaries 
V.,  and  appointed  Viceroy  of  Valencia, 
lie  raised  this  convent  for  his  burial- 
place,  and  endowed  it  splendidly.  The 
Doric  and  Ionic  cloisters  savour  of 
the  Escorial ; the  effigies  of  the  founder 
and  his  wife  were  placed  at  each  sid  s 
of  the  high  altar,  but  the  convent  was 
utterly  sacked  and  desecrated  by 
Suehet,  who  burnt  the  precious  library , 
while  Sebastiani  bought  the  lands  for 
less  than  one-fourth  of  the  value,  and 
even  this  he  did  not  quite  pay.  A 
trial  took  place  in  Paris  in  1843  be- 
tween him  and  the  heirs  of  one  Cro- 
chart,  a French  paymaster,  who  spe- 
culated in  these  joint  investments. 
The  curious  evidence  lifted  up  a cor- 
ner of  curtain,  and  revealed  how 
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these  things  were  managed  under  the 
empire. 

Passing  the  convent  to  the  1.  is  Bur- 
jasot,  built  on  aslope  amid  its  gardens, 
and  the  favourite  country  resort  of  the 
Valencians:  here  are  some  carious 
Moorish  mazmorras,  or  caves  for  pre- 
serving corn,  which  here  are  called 
sijes  and  silos.  The  esplanade  on 
which  they  are  placed  commands  a 
charming  view  of  Valencia : the  figs 
are  excellent ; the  plants,  transported  to 
Marseilles  and  Genoa,  denote  their 
parentage  in  the  names  Bougasotes  and 
Brogiotti.  Passing  Albalat,  Puig  lies 
to  the  r.  near  the  sea;  here  Jaime  I. 
in  1237  routed  the  Moorish  king  Zaen, 
and  in  consequence  captured  Valencia. 
We  now  approach  the  sites  of  Blake’s 
disgrace,  by  which  the  Spaniards  lost 
this  capital  on  the  same  field  where  it 
was  won  by  their  better-led  ancestors. 
Crossing  • the  Palancia,  and  leaving 
Murviedro,  under  the  spurs  of  the 
Sierra  de  Espadan  is  Almenara,  Ara- 
bk£  the  lantern,  the  pharos,  or  place 
of  light,  with  its  ruined  castle  on  a 
triple-pointed  hill,  on  which  once  stood 
the  temple  of’  Diana,  to  which  the  sea 
formerly  reached.  A stone  pyramid, 
with  four  coats  of  arms,  marks  the 
jurisdiction  of  four  bishoprics — viz. 
Tortosa,  Mayorca,  Valencia,  and  Se- 
gorbe. 

The  good  road  continues  winding 
through  hills,  amid  vines,  carob-trees, 
and  aromatic  shrubs,  to  Nules,  a town 
of  3500  souls,  surrounded  with  walls, 
with  regular  streets  and  gates.  Villa 
Real  was  built  by  Jaime  I.  as  a “ royal 
villa”  for  his  children.  The  octagon 
tower  of  the  tasteless  Parroquia  is  re- 
markable. This  town  was  fearfully 
sacked  by  the  armies  of  Philip  V. 
After  crossing  the  Millares  by  a noble 
bridge,  built  in  1790,  we  reach  Cos- 
tel  Ion  de  la  Plana,  of  “ the  plaiu,”  so 
called  because  Jaime  I.,  in  1233,  re- 
moved the  town  from  the  old  Moorish 
position,  which  was  on  a rising  } a L. 
to  the  N.  Inn,  Parador  del  Lion.  It 
is  a flourishing  place,  in  a garden  of 
plenty,  fed  by  an  admirable  acequia, 
and  very  uninteresting.  Population 
15,000.  Here  Ribalta  was  born,  March 
25,  1551.  The  churches  and  convents 


once  contained  some  of  his  finest  works. 
There  is  some  talk  about  a provincial 
Museo.  In  the  Sangre,  a church  dis- 
figured by  modern  stucco,  some  of 
these  paintings  were  abandoned  to  dust 
and  decay.  The  Sepulcro  is  so  called 
from  a tomb  at  the  high  altar  which 
was  sculptured  by  angels.  In  the  mo- 
dernised Parroquia,  which  has  a good 
Gothic  portal  and  tower,  is  a “ Pur- 
gatory ” by  Ribalta.  The  Torre  de  las 
Campanas  is  an  octagon,  2C0  feet  high, 
and  built  in  159 l-l ti04.  These  towers 
or  belfries  are  very  common  in  Arra- 
gon  and  Catalonia,  to  which  we  are 
approaching;  indeed,  the  towns,  pea- 
sants, and  products  along  this  route 
are  very  like  one  another.  The  eccle- 
siologist  may  visit  the  Castuja  de  Val- 
cristo,  near  Altura,  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  the  convent  Benifasa, 
founded  by  Jaime  I. ; both  are  sadly 
abandoned. 

The  road  now  passes  the  aromatic 
spurs  of  the  Pena  Golosa  hills,  emerg- 
ing near  Cabanes.  Near  Oropesa, 
whose  fine  castle  was  dismantled  by 
the  French,  are  the  remains  of  a Roman 
arch.  Traversing  the  plains  of  Torre- 
blanca,  we  reach  Alcala  de  Gisbert,  a 
tortuous  town  with  a fine  Parroquia, 
which  has  a classical  portal  and  a good 
belfry  of  masonry,  erected  in  1792. 
On  emerging  from  a gorge  of  hills, 
the  promontory  of  Peniscola,  with  its 
square  castle  on  the  top,  appears  to 
the  r.,  looking  like  an  bland  or  a pe- 
ninsula. 

Peniscola,  Peninsula,  is  a miniature 
Gibraltar  ; it  rises  out  of  the  sea,  inac- 
cessible by  water,  about  240  feet  high. 
It  is  connected  with  the  land  by  a 
narrow  strip  of  sand,  which  sometimes 
is  covered  by  the  waves.  It  surren- 
dered to  Jaime  I.,  who  ceded  it  to  the 
Templars  ; and  a portion  of  their 
church  yet  remains.  At  the  dissolu- 
tion of  this  order  it  was  given  to  that  of 
Montesa.  Here  Pope  Luna,  Benedict 
XI  i I.,  took  refuge  after  he  was  declared 
schismatic  by  the  Council  of  Constance, 
and  from  Dec.  1,  1415,  to  Jan.  29, 1423, 
surrounded  by  his  petty  conclave  of 
four  cardinals,  fulminated  furious  bulls 
against  his  enemies.  Peniscola  is  sup- 
plied with  a fountain  of  fresh  water. 
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the  one  thing  wanting  to  Gibraltar.  | ant  of  Henry  IV.,  and  a caricature  of 
There  is  a singular  aperture  in  a rock,  his  virtues  and  vices,  died  of  gorging 
through  which  the  sea  boils  up;  which  j the  rich  fish,  parejas  di  Bru,  a death 
is  still  called  El  Bufador  ael  Papa,  worthy  of  a man  whose  habits  were 
Peniscola  is  a miserable  place.  It  only  fit  for  the  pen  of  a St.  Simon  or 
is  a plaza  de  urmas.  The  castle  was  a Swift  Philip  V.  removed  the  body 
strengthened  for  Philip  II.  by  his  ofVendome  to  the  Escorial : to  him 
Italian  engineer  Autonelli.  It  was  indeed  he  owed  his  throne;  and  Villa 
scandalously  betrayed  to  the  French  in  Viciosa  in  some  degree  redeemed  the 
Feb.  1810.  Oue  Pedro  Garcia  Navarro  crushing  defeat  which  he  had  received 
was  appointed  governor  by  Blake,  be-  from  Marlborough  at  Oudenarde.  The 
cause  anti-English,  with  whom  Suchet  bay  is  open  and  unsafe ; the  palms  are 
opened  a correspondence  and  bought  Oriental  ; and  the  C'halupas  pictu- 
the  fortress,  as  Soult  did  Badajoz  : this  resque  and  truly  Mediterranean  craft. 
Navarro  was  then  made  a member  of  Morelia  lies  9^  L.  to  the  W.  of 
the  French  Legion  of  Honour.  Vinardz,  through  La  Jana  3J  L.  It 

Benicgrld,  population  6000,  is  a is  the  capital  of  its  hilly  partido,  and, 
walled  town  with  a ruined  castle  and  being  on  the  frontier  of  Arragon  and 
a sort  of  fishing-port  called  el  grao,  Valencia,  becomes  an  important  fortress 
but,  like  most  of  these  towns,  is  miser-  i in  war-time  ; indeed,  at  all  times  the 
able  amid  plenty ; being  a residence  of  . intricate  broken  Maestrasgo  is  a fa- 
poor  agriculturists,  the  streets  are  like  vourite  lair  for  facciosos  of  all  kinds, 
farm-yards.  The  church  has  its  oct-  Here  the  climate  and  vegetation  are  no 
angular  tower.  This  district  is  re-  longer  those  of  the  warm  plains,  and  the 
nowned  for  red  and  full-flavoured  people  are  wild,  rude  peasants.  It  is 
wines,  which  are  exported  by  Cette  j a scrambling  city  of  6000  souls,  with 
and  the  Languedoc  canal  to  Bordeaux  steep  streets,  picturesque  ravines,  and 
to  enrich  poor  clarets  up  to  the  vitiated  Moorish  walls  and  towers;  it  rises  up 
taste  of  England ; when  new  it  is  al-  in  tiers  to  the  point  of  the  hill,  which 
most  as  thick  as  ink,  and  well  deserves  is  coroneted  by  its  rock-built  castle, 
its  familiar  appellation,  “ black  strap ;”  Morelia  has  a noble  aqueduct.  The 
a good  deal  also  comes  to  us  to  concoct  arrangement  of  the  quire  in  the  Iglesia 
what  the  honest  trade  properly  call  Mayor  is  singular,  being  raised  ou 
curious  old  port.  Much  bad  brandy  is  arches  and  pillars ; thus  the  general 
also  made,  and  sent  to  Cadiz  to  doctor  view  is  not  cut  up  ; the  clergy  ascend 
up  worse  sherry.  During  the  vintage  by  a staircase  which  winds  round  a 
tlic  mud  of  these  towns  is  absolutely  column.  In  the  San  Juan  Bautista  is 
red  with  grape-husks,  and  the  legs  of  a picture  of  San  Roque,  by  Ribalta.  This 
the  population  dyed  from  treading  the  strong  place  surrendered  to  Suchet  after 
vats.  Nothing  can  be  more  dirty,  the  fall  of  Mequinenza,  without  even 
classical,  and  unscientific  than  the  the  shadow  of  a defence.  Morelia  was 
modus  operandi.  The  torcular,  or  press,  the  chief  hold  of  the  Carlist  Cabrera, 
is  most  rude;  the  filth  and  negligence  who  here,  in  1838.  twice  defeated  the 
boundless.  Everything  is  trusted  to  Christinos  under  Oraa  and  Pardiiias  ; 
the  refining  process  of  Nature's  fer-  but  it  was  bombarded  and  taken  by 
mentation,  for  “there  is  a divinity  that  Espartero  in  1840,  Cabrera  making  no 
shapes  our  ends,  rough-hew  them  how  effort  to  relieve  it. 
we  will.”  Leaving  Vinardz,  and  crossing  the 

Vinardz  : Parador,  inn,  good,  but  Ceuia  by  a fine  bridge  built  by  Charles 
there  are  some  complaints  of  certain  IV.,  Catalonia  is  entered,  as  the  harsh 
animalcula ;' this  busy  old  seaport  on  dialect  and  red  woollen  caps  announce, 
the  Cervol  has  crumbling  walls  and  This  is  the  district  of  the  “ truces 
an  amphibious  population  of  some  Iberi,”  the  most  ferocious  of  ancient 
8500  souls,  half-peasant  half-sailor.  Spaniards:  nor  are  they  much  changed; 
The  sturgeon  and  lampreys  are  ex-  the  dangerous  road  to  Amposta  is  iu- 
celleut.  Here  Vendome,  the  descend-  famous  in  robber-story.  The  traveller 
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will  pass  the  two  rude  stone  crosses  j 
where,  Oct.  30,  1826,  the  murder  was 
committed  of  which  the  “Young  Ame- 
rican,” Mr.  Slidell — the  Commodore 
Mackenzie  of  the  brig  Somers  and 
mutiny  execution — gave  such  a true 
and  affecting  account.  The  poor  lad 
was  named  Ventura  Ferran,  and  was 
killed  with  28  stabs,  “ each  a death  to 
nature.”  Carlos  Nava,  the  Mayoral, 
had  his  brains  beaten  out  with  a stone : 
the  culprits  were  th-ee  vile  Rateros  or 
footpads. 

San  Carlos  de  la  Rdpita  was  built 
by  Charles  III.  The  road  continues 
to  coast  the  beach,  with  carob-planted 
hills  to  the  1.,  and  the  Salinas,  or  port 
de  lot  Alfaques,  to  the  r.  These  are 
the  “ chops  ” of  the  Ebro,  as  Al-fakk 
in  Arabic  signifies  a jaw.  A canal  is 
destined  to  connect  the  river  with  the 
sea,  for  its  natural  mouth  is  dangerous, 
from  a long  reef  and  sand-bank.  A 
fine  road  leads  to  Amposta,  a miserable, 
aguish,  mosquito-plagued  port  cm  the 
Ebro,  with  some  1000  sallow  souls. 
The  Ebro,  which  eats  its  turbid  way 
through  these  levels,  is  the  largest  of 
the  rivers  which  flow  eastward  iu  the 
Peninsula.  It  rises  in  the  valley  of 
Reinosa,  meanders  in  a tortuous  di- 
rection through  the  basin  between  the 
Pyrenean  and  Idubedan  chains,  and 
disembogues  by  many  mouths  into  the 
Mediterranean,  after  a course  of  1 20  L. 
A communication  by  means  of  a canal 
has  been  contemplated  between  this 
river  and  the  Duero.  The  Eber  is  the 
IjEhjp  l&vpos,  the  Iberus,  Hiberus  of  the 
ancients,  a name  in  which  Spaniards, 
who  like  to  trace  their  pedigree  to 
Noah,  read  that  of  their  founder  Heber. 
Bochart  considers  the  word  to  signify 
“ the  boundary,”  Ibra,  just  as  it  is 
used  in  the  sense  of  the  “ other  side” 
in  Genesis  xiv.  13;  and  this  river  was, 
in  fact,  long  the  boundary ; first  be- 
tween the  Celts  and  Iberians,  and  then 
between  Romans  and  Carthaginians. 
Others  contend  that  this  river  gave  the 
name  to  the  district,  Iberia : Iber,  Aber, 
Hebro,  Havre  — signifying  iu  Celtic 
“ water.”  Thus  the  Cell-Iber  would 
be,  the  Celt  of  the  River.  Humboldt, 
however,  whose  critical  etymology  is 
generally  correct,  considers  all  this  to 


!>e  fanciful,  and  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Iberians  gave  their  name  to  the  river. 
It  formed,  in  the  early  and  uncertain 
Romau  geography,  the  divisional  line 
of  Spain,  which  was  parted  by  it  into 
Citerior  and  Ulterior ; when  the  Car- 
thaginians were  finally  subdued,  this 
apportionment  was  changed.  The 
Ebro  was  surveyed  in  May,  1846,  by 
Messrs.  Donkin  and  Pope,  with  a view 
of  improving  its  navigation,  &c.  They 
built  a boat  at  Loqroho,  which,  when 
launched,  astonished  the  natives  as 
much  as  the  barco  encantado  of  Don 
Quixote  did  in  the  same  place. 

On  leaving  miserable  Amposta,  with 
its  mosquito-haunted  and  poor  posada, 
the  Ebro  is  crossed  in  an  inconvenient 
ferry-boat  The  road  continues  over  a 
mosquito-infested  plain.  Tortosa  ap- 
jiears  in  the  distance  to  the  1.  The 
traveller  soon  approaches  the  sea  amid 
gorges  of  rocky  hills.  The  sea-coast 
and  villages  are  defended  against  sea- 
pirates  by  towers.  The  costume  of  the 
women  changes : many  protect  their 
arms  from  the  plague  of  flies  by  a sort 
of  mitten,  or  rather  a Valencian  stock- 
ing without  feet.  Their  earrings  are 
truly  Moorish,  and  so  heavy  that  they 
are  suspended  by  a thread  round  the 
ear : during  meals,  maid-servants,  with 
flags  made  of  the  palmita , or  with 
fans  painted  with  flowers  and  silvered 
handles,  drive  away  the  flies.  These 
are  the  classical  muscaria — the  original 
fan,  and  are  described  by  Martial 
(xiv.  67),  and  6uch  are  the  Manisheh 
of  the  Arabs. 

Approaching  Perilld,  the  unculti- 
vated'plains  are  covered  with  aromatic 
herbs;  after  which  a gentle  ascent 
leads  to  the  gorge,  or  “ Coll  de  Bala- 
gver’’  a notorious  robber  lair.  The 
Barranco  de  la  Horca,  the  “ ravine  of 
the  gibbet,”  connects  the  vocation  and 
its  end.  Above,  on  an  eminence,  is  a 
hermitage  dedicated  to  Nuestra  Senora 
de  la  Aurora  : the  view  is  charming. 
Fort  San  Felipe,  the  key  of  the  gorge, 
was  taken  from  the  French  by  some 
English  sailors,  June  7,  1813.  The 
locality  is  highly  Salvator  Rosa-like, 
both  land  and  sea  ways,  until  the  road 
emerges  into  a cultivated  plain.  7/os- 
pitalet  is  so  called  because  founded  by 


Valencia.  route  42. — amposta  to  tarragona. 


211 


an  Arragonese  prince  for  the  reception 
of  way-worn  pilgrims ; it  is  strength- 
ened with  a square  and  machicolated 
tower.  Now  the  vineyards  recom- 
mence, and  continue  to  fringe  the 
coast  for  30  L.  The  red  wines  are 
strong,  the  muscadels  delicious,  the 
brandy  true  aguadiente,  ardiente,  i.  e. 
fiery  : during  the  time  of  the  slovenly 
vintage,  all  these  villages  are  redolent 
with  wine,  and  stained  with  the  blood 
of  the  grape.  Cambrils  is  a vinous 
town,  population  2000 ; here  the  palm 
and  aloe  flourish.  It  was  inhumanly 
sacked  in  1711  by  the  troops  of  Philip 
V.,  under  the  cruel  Marquis  de  los 


Velez.  Approaching  Villa  Seca,  the 
busy  town  of  Ileus  sparkles  to  the  1., 
while,  in  front,  Tarragona  lords  it 
over  its  fertile  campo, — seated  on  a 
rock-built  eminence,  the  tiers  of  wall 
and  bastion  rising  one  above  another, 
while  the  cathedral  seems  the  donjon- 
keep  of  the  imposing  outline.  The 
shipping  come  close  under  the  mole 
to  the  r. ; while  the  aqueduct  connects 
the  mass  with  the  Fuerte  del  Olivo 
on  the  other  side.  Passing  the  Fran- 
coli,  either  through  it  or  over  a nar- 
row Moorish-looking  bridge,  Tarra- 
gona is  entered  by  the  modern  gate  of 
San  Carlo6. 
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The  most  interesting  Route*  are  46,  and  those  in  the  Pyrenees.  The  Springs  and  Autumns 
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The  principality  of  Catalonia — Cataluiia,  Gotlialunia — constitutes  the  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  Peninsula:  it  is  in  form  triangular,  with  the  Mediter- 
ranean Sea  for  the  base,  and  bounded  to  the  N.  by  the  Pyrenees,  W.  by 
Arragon,  S.  by  Valencia.  It  contains  about  1000  square  L.,  and  a population 
exceeding  a million,  and  increasing.  The  sea-board  extends  about  68  L.  The 
coast  opens  to  the  S.  after  the  bay  of  Rosas,  but  is  destitute  of  good  harbours. 
This  is  a province  of  mountains  and  plains.  The  former  to  the  N.W.  are 
covered  with  snow,  the  lesser  hills  with  wood,  the  valleys  with  verdure,  and 
each  is  watered  by  its  rivulet.  This  barrier  between  Spain  and  France  is 
intersected  by  picturesque  and  tangled  tracts,  well  known  to  the  smuggler. 
One  -high  road  by  Gerona  passes  into  France:  the  only  other  high  roads  ruu 
to  Zarngozrj  and  Valencia,  and  are  good.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  make  a 
new  Carrelera  from  Barcelona  to  Madrid,  by  Mora  del  Ebro  and  Molina  de 
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Aragon:  thus  a distance  of  1Q0  miles  will  be  saved  between  the  capital  and 
its  Manchester.  There  is  some  talk  of  a railroad  from  Mataro  to  the  frontier, 
and  of  another  to  Tortosa.  The  Catalans  are  amongst  the  best  tradesmen, 
iuukeepers.  and  carriers  of  Spain ; indeed  “ Vamos  al  Catalan  ” is  equivalent 
in  many  places  to  going  to  a shop.  The  transport  of  manufactures  has  raised 
up  a tribe  of  Caleseros,  Carreteros,  and  Arrieros,  as  well  as  of  Venteros,  at 
whose  taverns  they  put  up:  long  habits  of  traffic  have  accustomed  them  to  the 
road,  its  wants  and  accommodations.  The  diligence  system  of  Spain  com- 
menced here. 

The  principal  rivers  empty  themselves  into  the  Mediterranean ; the  Fluvia 
near  Figueras,  the  Ter  near  Gerona,  the  Llobregat  near  Barcelona,  and  the 
Francoli  near  Tarragona ; but  the  Ebro  is  the  grand  aorta,  receiving  in  its 
course  a host  of  tributaries.  The  Cenia  divides  this  province  from  Valencia, 
and  with  it,  we  may  be  said  to  leave  the  tierra  caliente,  or  the  hot  zone,  which 
extends  to  the  S.E.  from  Andalucia.  The  climate  and  productions  now  vary 
according  to  the  elevations : the  hills  are  cold  and  temperate,  the  maritime 
strips  warm  and  sunny  ; but  whether  climate  or  soil  be  favourable  or  not,  the 
industry  and  labour  of  the  Catalan  surmounts  difficulties,  and  the  terraced 
rocks  are  forced  to  yield  food,  de  las  piedrus  sacan  panes,  while  in  the  valleys, 
by  patience,  the  mulberry-leaf  becomes  satin.  The  Tarragona  district,  as  in 
the  days  of  Pliny,  produces  wines,  which,  when  rancios,  or  matured  by  age, 
are  excellent ; the  best  of  those  are  of  Benicarlo,  and  the  delicious  sweet  mal- 
voisies  of  Sitges.  Nuts,  commonly  called  Barcelona  nuts,  are  also  a great 
staple.  The  algarruba,  or  carob-pod,  is  the  usual  food  for  animals,  and  some- 
times for  men.  The  cereal  productions  which,  except  near  Urgel,  are  deficient, 
are  supplied,  with  cattle,  from  Arragon.  The  abundance  of  sea-fish,  how- 
ever, compensates;  and  this  pursuit  renders  the  Catalans  some  of  the  best 
sailors  of  Spain.  The  principality  abounds  in  barrilla,  especially  near  Tortosa. 
Marbles  and  minerals  are  found  in  the  mountains,  with  jaspers  and  alabasters, 
and  the  finest  at  Tortosa  and  Cervera.  Iron  is  plentiful  in  the  Pyrenees,  and 
coal  at  Ripoll  and  Tortosa.  The  salt-mountain  of  Cardona  is  quite  unique. 
There  are  eight  cathedral  towns,  of  which  Tarragona,  the  metropolitan,  and 
Barcelona,  are  the  most  interesting.  Commercial  Catalonia  has  never  pro- 
duced much  art  or  literature.  The  objects  best  worth  seeing  are  the  Pyrenees, 
the  salt-mines  of  Cardona,  the  convent  of  Montserrat,  and  the  town  and  anti- 
quities of  Tarragona.  The  ecclesiastical  architecture  partakes  more  of  the 
Norman-Gothic  than  is  usual  in  Spain. 

The  Catalans  are  neither  French  nor  Spaniards,  but  a distinct  people  both 
in  language,  costume,  and  habits;  indeed,  the  rudeness,  activity,  ana  manu- 
facturing industry  of  the  districts  near  Barcelona  are  enough  to  warn  the 
traveller  that  he  is  no  longer  in  high-bred,  indolent  Spain.  Remnants  of  the 
Celtiberian,  they  sigh  after  their  former  independence ; and  no  province  of  the 
unamalgamating  bundle  which  forms  the  conventional  monarchy  of  Spain 
hangs  more  loosely  to  the  crown  than  this  classical  country  of  revolt,  which 
is  ever  ready  to  fly  off.  It  is  the  perpetual  governmental  difficulty,  the  spoiled 
child  of  the  Peninsular  family,  to  which,  although  the  most  wayward  and 
unruly,  the  rest  of  the  brood  are  sacrificed.  However  disagreeable  and  re- 
publican their  manners,  it  is  said  that,  when  well-known,  they  are  frugal, 
industrious,  honest,  and  rough  diamonds.  Their  language  is  suited  to  their 
character,  as  they  speak  a harsh  Lemosin,  with  a gruff  enunciation.  The 
* Dicrionario  Manual,’  by  Roca  y Cerda,  8vo.  Barcelona,  1824,  is  a useful 
interpreter  between  the  Spanish  and  Catalan.  The  Catalonians,  powerfully 
constituted  physically,  are  strong,  sinewy,  and  active,  patient  under  fatigue 
and  privation,  brave,  daring,  and  obstinate,  preferring  to  die  rather  than 
to  yield.  They  form  the  raw  material  of  excellent  soldiers  and  sailors,  and 
have  always,  when  well  commanded,  proved  their  valour  and  intelligence  on 
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sea  and  land.  Catalonia  is  to  France  -what  Gibraltar  is  to  England,  tlie  inlet 
of  contraband  goods  : “everybody  smuggles  here,”  •which  no  government, 
although  perfectly  aware  of  the  fact,  has  been  able  or  has  dared  to  prevent. 
The  plea  of  “ protecting  the  nascent  industry,” — “ encouraging  infant  manufac- 
tures of  the  country,” — is  a farce ; the  manufactures  of  Catalonia  are  but  the 
blind  by  which  prohibited  goods  are  clandestinely  introduced.  This  atlas, 
which  pretends  to  carry  all  the  cotton  of  Spain  on  its  back,  cannot  supply 
wares  for  one-third  of  the  national  consumption.  If  the  number  of  spindles 
alleged  to  exist  here  were  true,  Spain  ought  to  consume  more  than  double  the 
raw  cotton  that  she  really  does. 

Our  trade  with  Barcelona,  the  commercial  capital  of  Spain,  once  extensive, 
now  scarcely  exists  beyond  sending  coal  and  machinery,  for  the  French  have 
completely  ousted  us ; indeed,  many  Catalans  are  not  much  more  than  agents 
for  the  smuggling  French  goods,  which  are  frequently  introduced  with  counter- 
feit marks,  and  as  if  of  Spanish  manufacture.  Once  abolish  the  prohibitory 
system,  and  both  these  interests  would  fall  to  the  ground  ; once  open  the  trade, 
and  give  a fair  stage  and  no  favour,  then  England,  with  her  cheaper  and  better 
wares,  must  get  the  lion’s  share  : hence  these  powerful,  rich,  active,  and  well- 
organised  interests  oppose  every  mention  of  commercial  treaties  or  alterations 
of  tariffs.  A Gallo-Catalan  conspiracy  bribes  the  government  commissioners, 
tampers  with  their  reports,  purchases  the  venal  press,  and,  if  all  that  fails, 
threatens,  as  an  ultima  ratio,  a rebellion.  The  whole  Peninsula  suffers,  and  is 
pauperised  and  demoralised,  from  these  intrigues ; for  a sensible  commercial 
tariff  is  the  only  remedy  which  might  drag  this  ill-fated  country  from  her 
financial  slough  of  despond.  Such  a change  would  infinitely  more  benefit  Spain 
than  England ; and  yeMhe  monopolist  opponents  re-echo  the  old  story,  old  as 
the  time  of  Philip  IV.,  that  the  “golden  trade”  of  Spain  is  of  vitul  importance 
to  England ; and  that  a treaty  is  urged  on  by  us  to  save  our  people  from  absolute 
starvation.  This  nonsense  is  disseminated  by  legions  of  French  cummis  voyageurs, 
gentlemen  who  hate  razors,  truth,  and  soap,  and  who  now  invade  Spain  ; for  to 
them  this  commerce  is  indeed  of  vital  importance;  but  England,  that  “ nation 
of  shopkeepers”  forsooth,  sends  no  travellers  for  commissions,  bribes  no  news- 
papers,— nay,  it  would  seem  as  if  Spain’s  beggarly  custom  were  beneath  the  no- 
tice of  our  princely  merchants. 

Meanwhile,  Catalonia  is  no  place  for  the  man  of  pleasure,  taste,  or  literature. 
The  national  costume,  like  the  painted  stuccoed  houses,  is  rather  Genoese  than 
Spanish.  The  men  wear  long  loose  cloth  or  plush  trousers  of  dark  colours, 
which  come  so  high  up  to  the  armpits  that  they  are  all  breeches  and  no  body. 
Their  jackets  are  very  short,  and  hang  in  fiue  weather  over  their  shoulders. 
In  winter  they  use  a sort  of  capote,  or  yambote,  which  supplants  the  Spanish 
iapa.  Another  peculiarity  in  the  head-gear  is  that  they  neither  wear  the  som- 
brero gacho  of  the  S.,  nor  the  monlera  of  the  central  provinces,  but  a gorro,  or 
red  or  purple  cap,  of  which  the  Phrygian  bonnet  was  the  type ; the  end  either 
hangs  down  ou  one  side  or  is  doubled  up  and  brought  over  the  forehead,  and 
has  a high-treasonable  Robespierre  look.  The  wearers  are  fond  of  broils,  gross 
feeders,  and  given  to  wine,  which  they  often  drink  after  the  fashion  of  the 
Rhytium  and  phallovitrobolie  vessels  of  antiquity  ; they  do  not  touch  the  glass 
with  their  lips,  but  hold  up  the  perron , or  round-belliea  bottle  with  a spout,  at 
arm's  length,  pouring  the  cooled  liquor  into  their  mouths  in  a vinous  parabola  ; 
they  never  miss  the  mark,  while  a stranger  generally  inundates  either  his  nose 
or  his  neckcloth.  The  women  are  fit  to  marry  and  breed  Catalans,  as  in  general 
they  are  on  a large  scale,  neither  handsome  nor  amiable,  and  lack  both  the 
beauty  of  the  Vaienciana,  the  gracia  y aire  of  the  Andaluza.  The  ordinary 
costume  is  a tight  boddice,  with  a handkerchief  mocado,  or  a serge  munto  on 
the  head.  Their  amethyst  and  emerald  earrings  are  quite  Moorish,  and  so 
large  and  heavy  as  to  be  supported  by  threads  hung  over  the  ears.  Besides  a 
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local  unintelligible  language,  the  Catalonians  have  local  coins,  ardites,  weights, 
and  measures,  differing  from  the  Spanish,  and  perplexing  the  stranger ; and 
they  usually  reckon  by  pesetas,  not  reals,  which  represent  the  old  libras  cata- 
Ignas,  the  French  livres  or  francs.  - 

The  history  of  Catalonia  is  soon  told.  France,  from  the  earliest  period,  here 
began  her  aggressions,  and  the  Celtic  Gaul  invaded  and  harassed  the  Iberian. 
The  border  races  at  last  united  into  the  Celtiberian,  which,  partaking  of  both 
stocks,  inherited  the  qualities  of  each,  and  became  the  most  aurivorous,  cruel, 
perfidious,  brave,  and  warlike  population  of  the  Peninsula.  When  the  Moors 
were  driven  back  beyond  the  Ebro,  the  reconquered  province  was  divided  into 
departments  or  Veguerius,  and  governed  by  deputed  counts.  The  national 
liberties  were  secured  by  a code  of  Usages,  and  the  people  were  represented  by 
local  parliaments,  or  Universidades.  The  sovereignty  became  hereditary  about 
1U40,  in  the  person  of  Ramon  Berenguer,  who  allied  himself  with  the  French 
and  Normans ; hence  the  introduction  of  their  style  of  architectme.  Catalonia 
was  uuited  to  Arragon  in  1137  by  the  marriage  of  Ramon  Berenguer  IV. 
with  Petronila,  the  heiress  of  Ramiro  el  Monje  ; and  both  were  incorporated 
with  Castile  by  the  marriage  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 

Always  hankering  after  former  independence,  Catalonia  has  never  ceased  to 
be  a thorn  to  all  its  foreign  possessors.  The  pages  of  history  are  filled  with 
the  outbreaks  of  this  classical  province  of  revolt.  In  our  times  there  never 
has  been  an  insurrection,  whether  for  the  French  or  against  them,  whether  for 
a Servile  or  liberal  faction,  in  which  the  Catalans  have  not  taken  the  lead. 
Placed  between  two  fires,  and  alternately  the  dupe  and  victim  of  Spain  and 
France,  they  have  no  reason  to  love  their  neighbours,  although  willing  to  side 
with  either,  whenever,  as  the  case  may  be,  it  suits  their  private  and  local 
interests.  This  has  always  been  a marked,  and  perhaps  necessary  policy  on 
the  Pyreneau  frontier,  and  is  the  result  of  position.  Deep  and  immortal  is 
their  fear  and  hatred  of  France.  44  Nulle  part  ailleurs,”  says  General  Foy  (iv. 
137),  “ les  peres  ne  transmettent  aux  enfans  plus  de  haine  contre  les  Francis 
leurs  voisins.  Ils  leur  reproehent  de  les  avoir  entraiuds  pendant  le  17“»«  siecle 
dans  les  revoltes  continuelles  contre  les  Rois  d’Espagne,  et  de  les  avoir  aban- 
don nes  ensuite  au  res  sentiment  d’un  maitre  outragfe.”  Just  now  they  may  seem 
friendly  to  their  neighbours,  in  order  to  use  them  in  abetting  their  opposition 
to  free  trade  and  commercial  treaties  with  England  ; leave  them  quietly  alone, 
and  it  will  be  found  that  the  French  can  no  more  play  on  the  Catalan  guitar, 
than  the  blundering  meddlers  in  Ilamlet  could  govern  the  stops  of  his  pipe. 

Among  the  best  authorities  on  Catalonia  are  ‘ Chroniqttesde  Espaya’  Miguel 
Carbonell,  Bk.  Lr.,  fol.  Barcelona,  1547  ; * Historia  de  los  Canties,  Francisco 
Diago,  fol.  Bare.  1603;  ‘ Coronica,’  Geronimo  Pujades,  fol.  Bare.  1609;  or 
better  far  the  new  edition,  8 vols.  4to.,  Bare.  1829-32;  4 Historia,’  Bartolome 
Desclot,  fol.  Bare.  1616;  ‘ Idea  del  Principado,'  Josef  Pellieer,  8vo.  Antwerp, 
1642.  For  Philip  IV.’s  wars,  the  ‘ Historia  de  los  Movimientos,’  by  Francisco 
Manuel  de  Molo,  4to.  Lisboa,  1 645,  or  the  Sancha  edition,  Mad.  1 808 ; 4 Dis- 
cursos,’  Francisco  de  Gilabert,  4to.  Lerida,  1616;  ‘ Sumari  dels  Titols,'  Andreu 
Bosch,  fol.  Perpinya,  1628,  in  Catalan;  ' Description  de  Catalonia,’  Marca, 
fol.;  ‘ Cristal  de  Id  Verdad,’  Gab.  Agust.  Rius,  4to.  Zar.  1646;  ‘ Catalufia 
ilustrada Estevan  de  Corbera,  Napoles,  1678  ; ‘ Anales  de  Catahtna’  Narciso 
Feliu  de  la  Pena  y Farell,  3 vols.  fol.  Bare.  1709  ; also  the  ‘ Memoirs  of  Dun- 
lop.’ For  the  ware  of  succession,  Lord  Mahon’s  excellent  history.  For  com- 
mercial history,  4 Memoriae  sobre  la  Marina’  Antonio  Capmauy,  4 vols.  4to. 
Mad.  1779-92;  and  'El  Codigo  o Libro  del  Consulado,’  2 vols.  4to.  Mad.  1791, 
by  the  same  able  author.  For  the  ecclesiastical,  Florez,  1 Esp.  Sag.,'  xxiv., 
Parte  i.  2.  And  for  Roman  inscriptions,  the  4 Syloge'  of  Josef  Finestres,  1 762. 
For  botany, 4 El  Catalogo,’  by  Dr.  Miguel  Colmeiro. 
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Those  who  enter  Catalonia  from 
Valencia  (R.  42)  may,  if  going  to 
Zaragoza,  turn  off  from  Amposta  (p. 
210),  joining  the  Barcelona  high  road 
either  at  Fraga  or  Ldrida  *see  It. 
129).  This  cross-route  is  scarcely 
carriageable ; it  is  better  to  ride  it. 


ROUTE  43. — AMP08TA  TO  FRAGA. 
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Ascending  the  banks  of  the  Ebro  we 
reach  Tortosa,  a picturesque  scram- 
bling old  town,  placed  on  a sloping 
eminence,  and  parted  by  a cleft  or  bar- 
ranco ; it  rises  grandly,  with  its  fortified 
walls,  castle,  and  cathedral,  over  the 
river,  and  has  an  imposing  look  when 
seen  from  the  Roquetas  on  the  oppo- 
site bank.  To  the  1.  is  the  outwork 
Tenajas,  a suburb,  and  the  castle;  above 
are  the  forts  San  Pico  and  Orleans. 
The  Ebro  is  subject  to  inundations, 
and  the  bridge  is  contrived  to  meet 
these  risings  and  falls.  Small  ships 
come  up  from  the  Mediterranean  ; the 
quay  has  been  compared  to  the  Ripa 
Grande  of  Rome.  The  river  higher 
up  ceases  to  be  navigable  on  account 
of  La  Cherta,  the  fall  of  which  some- 
times is  1 5 feet,  and  like  that  of  old 
London  Bridge. 

The  posadas  are  bad.  Tortosa  con- 
tains between  10,000  and  11,000 souls: 
it  is  a dull  town,  with  narrow  streets. 
The  houses  are  mafked  with  the  local 
character  of  solidity ; the  territory 
around  is  very  fertile  in  fruit,  wine, 
oil,  corn,  and  green  herbs ; it  is  wa- 
tered with  numerous  noriax.  Vast 
quantities  of  soda  are  made ; the  fish 
is  excellent,  especially  the  sturgeon 
and  lamprey.  The  hills  abound  with 
coal,  minerals,  and  marbles,  and  the 
magnificent  jaspers  of  Tortosa ; the 
n mutes  reales  produce  fine  pine-timber. 
The  winter  wild-fowl  shooting  in  the 
salt  marshes  all  the  way  down  the  Ebro 
is  first-rate. 


Tortosa,  Dertosa,  an  important  city 
of  the  Ilereaones,  was  called  by  the 
Romans  “ Julia  Augusta  Dertosa.” 
It  had  a mint.  The  coins  are  described 
by  Cean  Ber.  • S.’  30,  and  Florez.  • M.’ 
i.  376.  For  the  history  see  Esp.  Sag. 
xlii. ; Historia  de  la  Santa  Cinta, 
Francisco  Martorel  y de  Luna.  Duo 
Tortosa,  1626.  Tortosa  fidelisima,  Vi- 
cente Miravel  y Forcadell,  4to.  Mad. 
1611. 

Under  the  Moors  Tortosa  was  the 
key  of  the  Ebro.  A nest  of  pirates  and 
a thorn  to  Italian  commerce,  it  was 
taken  in  1149  by  Ramon  Berenguer, 
through  the  aid  of  the  Templars,  Pi- 
sans, and  Genoese.  The  Moors  made 
a desperate  attempt,  in  1149,  and  nearly 
succeeded  in  recapturing  the  town,  for 
the  inhabitants,  reduced  to  despair, 
meditated,  like  the  Saguntines,  killing 
their  wives  and  children.  One  hus- 
band revealed  the  plan  to  his  spouse, 
who  collected  and  armed  all  the  women, 
and,  encouraged  by  the  Virgin,  de- 
ceived the  infidels  by  mounting  the 
buttlemeuts,  while  the  men  sallied  forth 
and  routed  the  Moors.  Don  Ramon, 
in  consequence,  decorated  them  with  a 
red  military  scarf,  the  order  of  La 
Hacha,  and  considerately  permitted 
the  Amazons  to  receive  dresses  free 
from  duty,  and  at  marriages  to  precede 
the  men. 

Tortosa  was  taken  by  the  French 
under  Orleans  (afterwards  the  Regent), 
July  15,  1708,  who  compelled  the  gar- 
rison. in  defiance  of  the  laws  of  civilized 
warfare,  to  enlist  in  the  French  service. 
In  the  war  of  independence  it  was 
shamefully  surrendered  by  the  I&che 
Conde  de  Alacha  to  Suchet. 

The  Gothic  cathedral  occupies  the 
site  of  a mosque  built  in  914  by 
Abdu-r  rahman,  as  a Cufic  inscription 
preserved  behind  the  Sacristia  re- 
corded. The  name  of  the  tower,  Al- 
mudena,  is  an  evident  corruption  of  the 
A l Mueddin,  or  the  summoner  of  the 
faithful  to  prayers.  The  cathedral 
was  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  in  1158-78 
by  the  Bishop  Gaufredo.  The  chapter 
was  formed  on  a conventual  plan,  the 
canons  living  in  community  after  the 
rules  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine; 
this  arrangement  was  confirmed  in 
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1155  by  Adrian  IV.  (Breakspeare,  the 
English  pope),  and  the  identical  bull 
is  printed  in  the  Esp.  Sag.  xlii.  30.3. 
The  present  cathedral,  raised  in  1317, 
has  a fine  approach,  but  the  principal 
classical  facade,  with  massive  Ionic 
pillars,  has  been  modernised,  and  with 
its  heavy  cornice  is  out  of  character 
with  the  Gothic  interior,  where  also 
the  demon  of  churrigiterismo  has  been 
at  work.  The  E.  end  terminates  with 
a semicircular  absis.  The  enro  is 
placed  around  the  high  altar,  and  not 
in  the  central  nave,  as  is  more  usual. 
The  fine  Silleria,  with  rich  Corinthian 
ornaments,  “ poppv-heads,”  and  saints, 
was  carved  by  Cristobal  de  Sala- 
manca, 1 588-93.  The  ancient  pulpits 
with  basso-relievos  deserve  notice. 
The  beautifhl  reja  del  coro  was  raised 
by  Bishop  Gaspar  Punter,  and  is  en- 
riched with  jaspers  and  Berruguete 
details.  The  iron  reja  to  the  high 
alter  is  equally  remarkable : the  mo- 
dern overdone  organs  are  sadly  out  of 
character.  The  cathedral  is  full  of 
precious  marbles,  especially  the  chapel 
of  the  Cinta,  but  the  paintings  on  the 
cupola,  and  the  style  of  architecture, 
are  beggarly,  when  compared  to  the 
materials.  The  baptismal  font  is  said 
to  have  belonged  to  Benedict  XIII., 
who  also  gave  his  golden  chalice  to  the 
chapter.  The  relicario  is  still  rich  in 
bones,  Suchet  having  only  “ removed” 
the  gold  and  silver  mountings.  Observe 
in  tne  Capilla  de  Santa  Candia  the 
inscriptions  of  the  tombs  of  the  four  first 
bishops — Gaufredo,  ‘ oh.  1165;  Ponce, 
ob.  1193;  Gombal,  ob.  1212 ; and  Ponce 
de  Torrellas,  ob.  1254:  observe  also 
the  tomb  of  Bishop  Tena.  Look  at 
the  portal  leading  to  the  cloister  and 
its  five  statues.  A small  portion,  also, 
of  the  original  conventual  buildings 
yet  remains,  and  a curious  old  chapel 
with  red  and  green  pillars.  Adrian 
VI.  was  Bishop  of  Tortosa. 

The  palladium  of  the  cathedral  and 
the  city  is  the  Cinta,  or  girdle,  which 
the  Virgin,  attended  by  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  brought  down  in  person  from 
heaven  in  1178,  and  delivered  herself 
to  a priest.  A grand  mass  is  performed  , 
to  it  every  second  Sunday  in  October.  ] 
The  gift  was  declared  authentic,  in  : 
Sp. 


1617,  by  Paul  V.,  and  has  long  worked 
miracles,  especially  in  obstetric  cases. 
In  the  spring  of  1822  the  Cinta  was 
brought  in  solemn  procession  to  Aran- 
juez,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  accouche- 
ment of  the  two  infantas.  The  arms 
of  Tortosa  are  a castle  and  the  Virgin 
standing,  holding  this  Cinta,  with  the 
motto,  Amparanos  a la  sumbra  de  tun 
alas : see  also  Moya,  ‘ Jlasgo.’  p.  333. 

The  Colegio,  founded  in  1362  by 
Bartolome  Ponz,  was  improved  in  1 528, 
and  confirmed  as  a college  in  1545: 

I the  elegant  and  classical  cloisters  are 
Doric  and  Ionic,  with  medallions  of 
: royal  personages  from  Ramon  Beren- 
guer  downwards,  wrought  in  a fine 
Aragonese  style.  In  the  church  of 
San  Juan  is  the  grand  sepulchre  and 
kneeling  figure  of  Bishop  Juan  Bau- 
tista Veschi,  ob.  1660;  and  a miracle- 
working  crucifix. 

Ascend  to  the  ruined  castle,  with  its 
wide  ill-kept  bastions,  moats,  &c. ; the 
views  over  the  town  and  environs  are 
splendid.  There  are  also  some  ancient 
Mazmorras.  Visit  the  Barbacana  and 
moat  near  the  Puerta  del  Temple, 
where,  Feb.  16,  1836,  Nogueras,  Mina 
readily  consenting,  put  to  death,  in 
cold  blood,  the  old  mother  of  Cabrera, 
to  revenge  his  defeat  by  her  son.  The 
old  lady  died  like  a man.  and  was  a 
true  daughter  of  the  former  Amazons 
of  Tortosa,  and  mother  to  brave  sons. 
The  authentic  documents  and  details 
of  this  ferocious  cruelty  are  set  forth 
at  p.  175  of  the  Historia  de  Cabrera, 
by  Damaso  Calbo  y Rochinu  de  Castro, 
Mad.  1845;  a book  which  none  who 
wish  to  understand  the  character  of 
Spanish  hostilities  amongst  each  other 
should  fail  to  peruse. 

Leaving  Tortosa  the  road  continues 
along  the  basin  of  the  Ebro  to  Mora, 
a town  of  3500  souls,  which  had  two 
singular  local  tribunals,  called  Del 
Bugle,  of  the  Baili  Bailiff,  and  “ Del 
Prohombre,”  of  the  Prudhomme,  grant- 
ed by  Juan  Conde  de  Prades  in  1400. 
They  acted  as  checks  on  each  other,  for 
such  is  the  divide  et  impera  of  Spain’s 
distrustful  misgovernors.  Flix  is  gir- 
dled by  the  Ebro  in  a bosom  of  fertility. 
The  irrigation  is  managed  by  a canal, 
which  is  supplied  by  a large  noria, 
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water-work.  There  is  a good  quarry 
of  stone,  which  was  used  for  the  new 
front  of  the  Tortosa  cathedral.  The 
corn  of  Aragon  is  drawn  from  hence 
down  the  river  in  boats  for  Catalonia. 
Among  other  projects  it  is  contem- 
plated to  make  a new  and  direct  road 
from  Barcelona  to  Madrid,  which  is  to 
pass  through  Mora  de  Ebro,  whereby 
the  capital  and  the  Manchester  of 
Spain  will  be  more  immediately  con- 
nected. Mequinenza,  with  about  1500 
souls,  rises  boldly  over  the  Segre  and 
Ebro,  which  it  commands;  here  is  a 
ferry-boat.  The  castle,  once  the  palace 
of  the  Marques  de  Aitona,  crowns  the 
steeps ; inaccessible  except  to  the  west, 
it  was  of  great  importance  in  the  War 
of  Succession,  as  forming  a central 
point  between  Le'rida  and  Tortosa.  It 
was  besieged,  as  a key  of  the  Ebro,  in 
May,  1811,  by  General  Musnier,  and 
was  defended  by  Manuel  Carbon  with 
1 200  men ; but  on  the  4th  and  5th  of 
June  the  French  got  into  the  town, 
which  they  sacked  and  burut,  and  the 
castle  capitulated  on  the  8th.  Suchet 
the  same  evening  sent  a detachment 
against  Morelia,  which  surrendered  at 
once  in  the  general  panic ; and  thus 
these  keys  were  won.  Mequinenza, 
which  afterwards  protected  Suchet’s 
retreat,  was  gained  by  stratagem. 
One  Juan  Van  Halen  deserted  from 
the  French,  bringing  away  their  ci- 
pher ; forged  orders  were  thus  made 
out  by  the  Baron  de  Eroles,  whereby 
the  governors  of  Ldrida,  Mequinenza, 
aud  Monson  were  deceived,  and  the 
places  recovered  from  the  enemy. 

Now  the  road  branches  off,  to  Fraga 
3 L.,  and  to  TJrida,  after  passing  the 
Scare,  7,  through  Aitona,  3 L.  from 
Mequinenza.  For  the  communication 
between  Zaragoza  and  Barcelona,  by 
Fraga  and  Lcrida,  see  Route  129. 

BOUTE  44. — TORTOSA  TO  TARBAGONA. 

Venta  de  los  Ajos  ....  8 

Al  Perello ..3  ..  9 
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Reus It..  \e 

Tarragona 2 , . 14 

There  is  some  talk  of  a railroad  from 
Tortosa  to  Barcelona.  For  Perello, 


see  Route  42,  and  Reus,  p.  223.  The 
best  inns  at  Tarragona  are,  Paradorde 
las  Diligencias,  good  ; La  Fontana  de 
Oro,  on  the  Rambla ; and  El  Meson 
Nuevo,  Posada  del  Comercio,  good.  The 
best  works  to  consult  are  ‘ Grandezas  de 
Tarragona,'  Luys  Pons  de  Ycart,  12mo. 
Lerida,  1572;  the  ‘ Esp.  Sag.,’  vols. 
xxiv.  xxv. ; for  the  coinage,  Florez, 

‘ M.’ ii.  579;  and  for  the  Roman  in- 
scriptions, Cean  Ber.  ‘ Sum”-’  8. 

TARRAGONA,  rising  above  the 
Francoli  and  the  sea,  on  a rock  760 
feet  high,  was  selected  by  the  Phoeni- 
cians as  a maritime  settlement,  and 
called  Tarchon,  which  Bochart  inter- 
prets, a “ citadel ;”  and  such  ever  has 
been,  and  still  is,  the  appearance  and 
character  of  this  “Arce  potens  Tar- 
raco.”  Now  decayed,  its  ancient  fame 
in  history  was  great ; conveniently 
situated  for  communication  with  Rome, 
it  was  made  the  winter  residence  of 
the  Praetor.  The  fertile  plain  and 
4‘  aprica  littora  ” of  Martial  (i.  50. 
21),  and  the  wines  of  “vitifera  Lale- 
tania,”  the  rivals  of  the  Falernian, 
still  remain  as  described  by  Pliny, 
‘N.  H.’  xiv.  16,  and  Mart.  xiii.  118. 
The  brothers,  Publius  and  Cneius 
Seipio,  first  occupied  Tarragona,  which 
Augustus  raised  to  be  the  capital,  hav- 
ing wintered  here  (26  b.c  ),  after  his 
Cantabrian  campaign  ; here  he  issued 
the  decree  which  closed  the  temple  of 
Janus.  His  greatness  was  reflected  on 
his  favoured  town,  which  was  intitu- 
lated  “ Colonia  victrix  togata  turrita,” 
togata  being  equivalent  to  imperial, 
since  the  gens  togata  were  the  lords  of 
the  world.  It  was  made  a conventus 
juridicus,  or  audiencia  ; had  a mint, 
aud  temples  to  every  god,  goddess,  and 
tutelar  ; nay,  the  natives  erected  one  to 
the  emperor,  “ Divo  Augusto,”  thus 
making  him  a god  while  yet  alive. 
This  temple  wa6  afterwards  repaired 
by  Adrian,  and  the  fragments  in  the 
cloisters  of  the  cathedral  are  said  to 
have  belonged  to  it. 

The  city  aud  port  were  taken  by  the 
Goths,  but  not  destroyed ; for  it  also 
became  their  capital.  It  was  utterly 
destroyed  by  the  Moors  under  Tarif, 
who  “ made  of  the  city  a heap,”  and 
the  ruins  remained  uninhabited  for 
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four  centuries.  The  Metropolitan  dig- 
nity, removed  by  the  Goths  to  Vick, 
•was  restored-  in  1089.  Tarkuna,  or 
rather  the  site,  in  1118  was  granted 
by  San  Oldegar,  of  Barcelona,  to 
Robert  Burdet,  a Norman  chief,  a 
warrior,  as  his  Norse  name  Burda,  to 
fight,  explains.  His  wife,  Sibylla, 
during  her  husband's  absence,  kept 
armed  watch  on  the  walls,  and  beat 
back  the  Moors,  after  which  the  city 
grew  to  be  a frontier  fortress,  and  no- 
thing more ; for  Christian  commerce 
centered  at  Barcelona,  while  Moorish 
traffic  preferred  Valencia. 

Tarragona,  in  the  War  of  Succes- 
sion, was  taken  by  the  gallant  Peter- 
borough. It  was  invested  by  Suchet 
in  May,  1813,  who  gained  the  land-key, 
the  Monte  Olivo,  by  means  of  a traitor. 
The  lower  town  was  taken  June  the 
21st,  and  the  upper  on  the  28th.  The 
women  and  children  who  crowded  to 
the  English  boats,  the  Spaniards  refus- 
ing to  embark  them,  were  mitraille  by 
Suchet,  as  at  Lerida.  The  horrors  per- 
petrated by  the  French  troops  on  enter- 
ing the  wretched  city  surpass  anything 
ever  recorded  in  barbarian  warfare. 
The  blood  curdles  at  the  authentic  de- 
tails given  by  Southey.  Suchet  ordered 
and  encouraged  every  atrocity,  for 
with  cold-blooded  premeditation  he 
had  threatened  “ to  intimidate  Spain 
by  the  destruction  of  an  entire  city,” 
and  he  boasted  of  his  horrors.  See 
Southey,  ch.  36  ; Schepeler,  iii.  425. 

The  loss  of  Tarragona  was  owing  to 
the  misconduct  of  Campoverde  out- 
side and  Contreras  inside,  who  from 
jealousy  of  Sarsfield  sent  him  away 
with  his  relieving  troops  at  the  most 
critical  moment.  It  was  shared  by 
some  English,  for  in  June  Skerrett  had 
been  sent  with  1200  men,  and,  had 
they  been  landed,  Suchet  would  not 
have  dared  even  to  attempt  the  storm ; 
but,  according  to  Napier  (xiii.  6),  the 
“ surf,  and  the  enemy’s  shot,  and  the 
opinion  of  Doyle  and  Codrington” 
prevailed,  and  the  army  and  navy  of 
England  remained  idle  spectators  of 
the  untoward  event.  Tarragona  again 
witnessed  French  success  and  British 
disgrace;  for  in  1813,  when  the  Duke 
was  advancing  a conqueror  into  France 


after  Vitoria,  he  ordered  Sir  John 
Murray  to  attempt  Tarragona  by  u 
“ brisk  attack,”  who,  although  time 
was  now  everything,  paltered  ; Suchet 
advanced  to  the  relief,  at  the  first  idle 
report  of  which  Murray  raised  the 
siege,  re-embarked,  and  with  such  haste 
that  he  left  behind  him  his  heavy  guns 
and  stores.  “ The  best  of  the  story  is,” 
said  the  Duke,  “ that  all  parties  ran 
away : Maurice  Mathieu  ran  away,  Sir 
John  Murray  ran  away,  so  did  Su- 
chet.” Dispatches,  August  8,  1813. 
The  Duke,  by  handling  Soult  on  the 
Pyrenees  in  a very  different  way,  com- 
pelled Suchet  to  evacuate  Tarragona, 
and  August  18  he  finished  his  desolat- 
ing career  by  blowing  up  the  chief 
fortifications. 

Tarragona  is  still  a plaza  de  armas, 
by  name  at  least,  for  it  is  entirely  un- 
provided : the  city  contains  about 
1 1 ,000  souls ; in  the  time  of  the  Romans 
it  exceeded  a million.  It  consists  of 
an  upper  and  under  town ; the  under 
is  protected  by  a range  of  bastions 
fronting  the  Francoli,  the  port,  and 
mole,  while  an  inner  line  of  works  pro- 
tects the  rise  to  the  upper  town.  A 
wide  street,  the  Bambla,  runs  at  this 
point  almost  N.  and  S.,  and  is  defended 
to  the  sea-side  by  the  bastion  Carlos  V. 
The  upper  town  is  girdled  with  ram- 
parts and  outworks:  that  of  the  me- 
morable Olivo  should  be  visited  for  the 
view  of  Tarragona.  The  walk  round 
the  lofty  ramparts  is  striking ; even 
the  mins  bear  the  impress  of  Caesar ; 
part  of  the  bases  of  the  enormous  Cy- 
clopean walls  near  the  Carcel  or 
Quartel  de  Pilatos  have  been  thought 
to  be  anterior  to  the  Romans,  Pontius 
Pilate  being  claimed  by  the  Tarra- 
gonese  as  a townsman.  This  edifice, 
said  to  have  been  the  palace  of  Au- 
gustus, was  half  destroyed  by  Suchet, 
and  since  has  been  made  a prison.  The 
bossage  work  of  this  ruin  upon  ruins 
resembles  that  of  Merida  and  Alcan- 
tara ; the  thickness  of  the  walls  in  some 
places  exceeds  20  feet.  Many  remains 
of  antiquity  are  constantly  found  at 
Tarragona,  and  as  constantly  either 
reburied  or  mutilated;  a few  frag- 
ments of  low  art,  and  among  them  an 
Apollo,  are  huddled  away  in  the  Aca- 
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clrmta  among  other  “ old  stones.”  See  Segovia.  The  view  from  above  is 
Ship-loads  of  antiquities,  it  is  said,  were  charming;  the  lonely  rich  ochry  aque- 
carried  off  by  the  English  in  1722,  and  dnct  looks  truly  the  tfork  of  those 
Florez  ( Esp.  Sag.  xxiv.  2)  is  grateful  times  when  there  were  giants  on  the 
to  the  foreigners  for  having  thus  pre-  earth.  It  was  ruined  by  the  Moors, 
served  what  the  abandono  y ignorancia  ' and  remained  so  upwards  of  1 000  years, 
of  his  countrymen  would  have  let  until  repaired  by  the  Archbishop  Joa- 
perish ; some  are  at  Lord  Stanhope's  quin  de  Santiyan  de  Valdivielso.  He 
seat,  Cheveuiug.  died  in  1783,  leaving  funds  to  complete 

Leaving  the  Puerto  de  Santa  Clara , the  work,  which  was  done  by  Senor 
near  the  Bastion  del  Toro,  which  Su-  Armanac;  what  he  repaired,  Suchet 
chet  ruined,  and  close  to  the  sea-shore,  destroyed,  who  broke  it  down  near  the 
are  a few  misshapen  remains  of  what  Olivo : his  injuries  have  since  been 
once  was  an  amphitheatre,  which  have  set  to  rights. 

always  been  used  as  a quarry.  Por-  Make  another  excursion  1 I..  to  the 
tions  of  a circus  1500  feet  long,  but  N.W.  of  Tarragona,  along  the  sea-coast, 
now  built  over,  are  to  be  traced  between  to  a Roman  sepulchre,  called  La  Torre 
the  bastion  of  Carlos  V.  and  Santo  de  los  Escipiones,  although  the  yeal 
Domingo.  The  site  was  partly  exca-  place  of  the  burial  of  the  Scipios  is  quite 
vated  and  ascertained  in  1754  by  an  unknown  ; the  picturesque  road  runs 
Irish  gentleman  named  Coningham.  amid  pine-clad  hillocks,  which  slope 
The  stupendous  walls  near  the  Plaza  down  to  sheltered  bays,  where  fisher- 
San  Antonio,  which  overlook  the  sea,  men  haul  in  their  heavy  nets,  and  where 
deserve  notice.  How  clearly  ancient  painted  barks  sleep  on  the  lazy  sea ; on 
Tarragona  was  used  up  in  rebuilding  the  ridges  a!>ove  bird-catchers  spread 
the  modem  town  may  be  seen  at  the  their  toils.  The  monument  lies  close 
end  of  the  Rambla  in  the  Almacen  de  to  the  road ; two  injured  figures,  in 
Artilleria  ; and  the  Roman  inscriptions  mournful  attitudes,  stand  on  the  front ; 
imbedded  here  and  elsewhere  are  so  the  stone-work  is  much  corroded : an 
numerous  that  the  walls  are  said  to  alabaster  inscription  was  taken  down 
speak  Latin.  Observe  No.  13,  Calle  by  Card.  Ximenez ; in  that  which  re- 
Escrivanias  my  as,  the  window  and  mains  the  word  perpetuo  is  just  legible, 
lintel  made  up  of  Roman  remains,  and  as  if  in  mockery  of  man  and  his  perish- 
the  singular  Hebrew-like  inscriptions,  able  works.  The  view  towards  Tarra- 
There  are  others  also  in  the  courtyard  gona  is  ravishing ; here  the  beauty  of 
of  the  archbishop’s  modem  palace  and  the  present  is  heightened  by  the  poetry 
in  the  cathedral  cloister.  The  bossage  of  the  past.  The  rock-built  city  slopes 
stones  in  the  Campanario  and  walls  of  with  its  lines  of  wall  down  to  the  mole, 
the  cathedral  prove  that  they  once  be-  which  is  studded  with  white  sails ; the 
longed  to  former  edifices.  vapoury  distant  hills  and  the  blue  sea 

Twd  ancient  monuments  situated  at  peep  through  vistas  of  the  red  branches 
a distance  from  the  town  have  there-  of  the  pines,  and  glitter  through  the 
fore  escaped  somewhat  better.  About  1 dark  velvet  of  their  tufted  heads ; and 
L.  on  the  road  to  L&rida  to  the  r.  is  a then  the  sentiment,  the  classical  Claude- 
superb  Roman  aqueduct.  It  spans  the  like  feeling  inspired  by  the  grey 
dip  of  a valley  from  which  the  loftiest  Roman  tomb! 

arches  rise  96  ft.  high ; they  are  double,  The  cathedral  and  the  fortifications 
1 1 below  and  26  in  the  upper  tier ; are  what  best  deserve  notice  in  modem 
they  diminish  in  height  as  they  ascend  Tarragona  ;the  former  partakes  much 
the  slopes;  the  length  is  700ft.  The  of  the  Norman  character ; the  approach, 
water  runs  partly  underground  nearly  as  is  nsual  in  Catalonia,  and  like  that 
20  miles  from  the  “ Pont  d’Arment-  of  the  semi-Norman  Amalfi,  ascends 
ara.”  This  aqueduct  is  called  el  by  a flight  of  steps  from  the  busy  mar- 
Puente  de  Ferreras,  and  by  the  vulgar  ket-place.  The  fa£ade  rises  to  a tri- 
del  Diablo,  giving  as  usual  all  praise  j angle,  with  a truncated  point ; the  rose 
to  “ the  devd,”  as  pontifex  maximus.  ' window  is  superb ; it  was  commenced 
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in  1131  by  San  Oldegar,  aided  by 
Robert  Burdet,  who  went  especially 
into  Normandy  for  his  garrison  and 
architects.  Thus,  as  in  Sicily,  where 
his  contemporary  and  countryman 
Roger  employed  Norman  and  Sara- 
cenic workmen,  a fusion  of  style  is 
produced,  which  is  to  be  traced  here  in 
the  round  low  arches,  the  billet  and 
zigzag  ornaments  in  the  cloisters,  and 
the  circular  maehicolated.end  of  the 
cathedral,  and  its  style  of  towers. 

The  archives  of  the  cathedral,  once 
among  the  most  complete  and  curious, 
were  burnt  by  Suchet : fortunately,  an 
abstract  of  them  had  been  made  in 
1802  by  the  learned  canon  Domingo 
Sala,  which  he  permitted  us  to  peruse; 
t'nat,  doubtless,  has  siuce  perished. 
The  large  deeply  - recessed  pointed 
portal,  with  the  apostles  on  the  sides 
under  Gothic  niches,  is  the  work  of 
Cascales,  1375;  the  facade  is  earlier, 
and  was  finished  in  1280  by  Archbp. 
Olivella,  who  retired  to  the  monastery 
of  Cornalbau,  stinting  himself  of  every- 
thing to  save  money  for  God’s  work. 
The  iron-plated  doors,  the  strange 
hinges,  knockers,  and  copper  bulla 
were  added  in  1456,  by  Archbp.  Gon- 
zalo,  as  his  arms  denote : he  lies  buried 
on  one  side,  and  to  the  1.  a prelate  of 
the  Medina  Celi  family.  The  doorway 
is  divided  by  a figure  of  the  Virgin  and 
Child,  and  above  is  the  Saviour,  with 
popes  and  emperors  praying : this  sin- 
gular work  is  attributed  to  Bartolome, 
1 278.  The  interior  of  the  cathedral  is 
simple  and  grandiose ; the  pila  or  bap- 
tismal font  is  a Roman  bath,  or  sarco- 
phagus, found  in  the  palace  of  Au- 
gustus ; the  grand  Retablo  was  con- 
structed of  Catalonian  marbles,  by 
Pedro  Juan  and  Guillen  de  Mota,  in 
1426-34.  The  Gothic  pinnacles  were 
once  painted  and  gilt;  the  principal 
subjects  of  the  basso  relievos  are  from 
the  martyrdom  of  Santa  Tecla,  the 
tutelar  of  Tarragona ; her  grand  festi- 
val is  held  on  the  23rd  of  September, 
and  a most  picturesque  national  scene 
it  presents,  with  sky-rockets,  dances, 
&.c.,  on  the  plaza ; she  was  converted 
by  St.  Paul,  to  whom  she  consecrated 
her  virginity ; thereupon  Thamiro,  to 
whom  she  was  to  have  been  married, 


brought  an  action  for  this  breach  of 
promise ; the  judges  ordered  her  to  be 
burnt  alive  ; she  came  unhurt  from  the 
furnace,  and  was  then  exposed  to  lions, 
who  only  licked  her  feet,  and  next  to 
the  rage  of  bulls,  and  lastly  to  the  lust 
of  soldiers,  who  resisted  a temptation 
difficult  to  their  habits  ; she  is  reckoned 
the  first  of  female  martyrs.  Her  chapel, 
which  was  modernised  in  1778,  is  \ery 
rich  in  red  marbles,  Corinthian  pillars, 
and  poor  sculptured  relievos  of  her 
history  by  one  Carlos  Salas.  Observe 
the  tomb  and  costume  of  the  Archbp. 
Olivella. 

The  gorgeous  windows  in  the  tran- 
sept were  painted  by  Juan  Guarsh, 
1574:  the  elegant  Gothic  chandeliers 
are  modern,  and  were  made  at  Barce- 
lona : the  Silleria  del  coro  is  excel- 
lent, and  carved  in  1478  by  Francisco 
Goraar  and  his  son.  Observe  the  arch- 
bishop’s throne  and  the  reja : the 
organ,  one  of  the  best  in  the  province, 
was  designed  by  Canon  Amigo,  of 
Tortosa,  in  1560.  Many  tombs  here 
are  extremely  ancient ; behind  the 
altar  is  that  of  Cyprian,  a Gothic  arch- 
bishop, 683 ; observe  those  in  the  1. 
transept,  in  chests  resting  on  stone 
corbels ; the  dates  range  from  1 1 74  to 
1215;  several  of  the  deceased  were 
killed  in  these  foray  periods  (Hugo-de 
Cervellon,  Villadez,  Moltz,  &c.).  The 
Capilla  del  Sacramento,  with  its  noble 
ana  truly  classical  Corinthian  portal, 
was  built  in  1 5G 1 -86  by  the  Archbishop 
Agustin,  the  first  of  modern  coin-col- 
lectors, from  a design  of  his  own,  cor- 
rected by  the  Canon  Amigo;  he  died 
in  1585,  leaving  Santa  Tec-la  and  this 
chapel  his  sole  heirs;  there  he  is 
buried : his  fine  tomb  is  the  work  of 
the  celebrated  Pedro  Blay,  1590:  the 
chapel  was  originally  the  refectory  of 
the  canons  when  they  lived  in  com- 
munity ; the  roof  has  been  thought  to 
be  Roman.  Suchet  used  it  as  a maga- 
zine; the  marble  Retablo  is  filled  wiih 
paintings  by  Isaac  Hermes,  1587.  Of 
the  sculpture,  the  Aaron  and  Melchi- 
zedec  are  by  Albrion  and  Nicolas  Lar- 
raut,  1588  ; the  bronzes  of  the  Sagrario 
are  by  Felipe  Volters,  1588. 

In  the  r.  transept,  near  the  altar  del 
Santo  Cristo,  observe  the  rude  .and 
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most  antique  ships  and  crosses  let  into 
the  walls:  the  badge  of  the  cathedral 
is  a cross  in  the  shape  of  au  Egyptian 
Tau.  The  chapel  de  la  Viryen  de  los 
Sastres,  the  Tailors'  Virgin,  is  very 
ancient;  so  is  that  under  the  organ, 
erected,  in  1252,  by  Violante,  wife  of 
Don  Jaime,  to  her  sainted  sister  Isabel 
of  Hungary.  The  Capilla  de  San 
Juan  and  that  of  San  Fructuoso,  a 
tutelar  of  Tarragona,  obiit  2C0,  were 
erected  by  Pedro  Blay : another  local 
tutelar  is  San  Magin,  who  when  alive 
dwelt  in  a cave,  was  brought  in  to  the 
Roman  governor  like  a wild  beast, 
executed,  and  since  has  worked  asto- 
nishing miracles  (see  Esp.  Say.  xxv. 
177),  insomuch  that  the  Junta  in  1808 
chose  him  for  their  Captain-General. 
He  is  prayed  to  in  cases  of  deafness, 
bad  eyes,  and  el  mal  Frances.  The 
fine  Kaphaelesque  paintings  in  the 
chapel  de  la  Magdalena  were  destroyed 
by  the  French ; the  temo,  which,  like 
that  of  Valencia,  is  said  to  have  be- 
longed to  St.  Paul’s  of  London,  escaped, 
and  is  used  at  Easter.  There  is  also 
some  fine  Flemish  tapestry  with  which 
the  pillars  are  hung,  or  colgado,  on 
grand  festivals.  Among  the  tombs 
observe,  near  the  altar,  that  of  Juan 
de  Aragon,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria, 
ob.  1334;  the  expression  is,  perhaps, 
too  smiling.  Near  the  Sucristia  is 
that  of  Archbishop  AIobso  de  Aragon, 
ob.  1514:  observe  also  that,  by  Pedro 
Blay,  of  Archbishop  Gaspar  de  Cer- 
vantes Gaete,  who  was  at  the  Council 
of  Trent.  The  allegorical  statues  are 
fine ; observe  that  of  Archbishop  Pedro 
de  Cardona,  and  his  nephew’s,  Luis, 
also  archbishop,  with  the  elegant  j 
Scroll-work  and  children : finer  still 
is  that  of  Archbishop  Juan  Teres, 
under  a Corinthian  pavilion,  by  Pedro 
Blay. 

The  cloister  is  a museum  of  antiquity 
and  architecture.  Ascend  the  terrace 
of  a canon’s  house  to  obtain  a view  of 
the  truncated  towers  of  the  cathedral, 
their  strange  windows,  the  machicola- 
tions of  the  circular  end,  the  rich  pro- 
jecting Gothic  chapel,  and  the  square 
transept  with  rose  window.  In  the 
cloisters  below,  the  pointed  windows 
are  .divided  by  smaller  round-headed 


Norman  arches,  while  in  the  space 
above  are  circular  openings  with 
Moorish  ornaments : they  were  much 
defaced  by  the  invaders.  Observe  the 
cornice  of  chequer  and  billet  mould- 
ings, with  a fringe  of  engrailed  arches 
resting  on  corbels  or  crockets  of  heads  ; 
observe  the  romanesque  capitals  aud 
fantastic  carvings,  among  them  a rat 
and  cat  funeral:  the  Norman  zigzag 
or  chevron  is  remarkable.  In  the 
walls  are  embedded  fragments  of 
Roman  sculpture,  said  to  be  portions 
of  the  temple  of  Augustus:  observe 
also  a Moorish  arch  of  a Mihrab  or 
oratory ; the  cuphic  inscription  states 
that  it  was  made  by  Giafar  for  the 
prince  Abdala  Abdu-r-rahman,  “ the 
servant  of  God — of  the  compassionate,” 
in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  349,  a.d.  960. 
Among  the  sepulchral  inscriptions  is 
one  a.d.  1194  to  Raimundus  Bonewe- 
worte  (?  Buonaparte),  hujus  ecclesice 
pncpositus  : another  inscription,  “ 6th 
Company ,”  comes  home  to  every  Eng- 
lish reader.  The  central  garden  is 
quaint;  a coarse  alto-relievo  with 
mythological  figures  is  used  as  a seat, 
“ old  stones.”  Near  the  cathedral  is 
the  Quarlel  del  Fatriarca,  formed  out 
of  a ltoman  edifice,  and  much  injured 
by  Suchet.  Behind  the  cathedral  is  a 
very  ancient  little  church  called  San 
Pablo ; observe  the  engrailed  corniee, 
the  rose  window,  and  the  antique 
doorway,  which  all  ecclesiologists 
should  examine : walk  out  also  to  the 
gates  of  San  Antonio  and  Merced  to 
look  at  the  old  walls  and  striking 
views  of  this  ancient  and  now  desolate 
city. 

Tarragona  unfortunately  has  a bad 
port.  There  is  a mole  which  was 
chiefly  made  out  of  the  ancient  amphi- 
theatre by  the  chapter,  who  in  1491 
employed  Arnau  Bouchs.  The  present 
is  the  work  of  one  John  Smith,  a gen- 
tleman not  easily  to  be  identified ; but 
the  protection  at  best  is  bad,  and  be- 
came worse  during  Suchet’s  rule,  when 
it  was  neglected,  and  the  accumulations 
not  removed,  for  a harbour  was  of 
small  use  to  him  when  the  English 
fleet  were  masters  of  the  “ French 
lake.”  Since  the  restoration  little  has 
been  done,  as  the  much  more  sheltered 
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and  convenient  port  of  Solau  is  more 
convenient  for  the  merchants  of  Reus. 
Tarragona  exports  nuts,  of  which  vast 
quantities  are  gathered  in  the  Selva  de 
Avellanos. 

EXCURSIONS  TO  REUS  AND  POBLET. 

There  is  a daily  diligence  of  the 
Catalan  company  to  ana  from  Reus, 
2 L.,  and  local  intercommunication  of 
all  kinds.  This  modern  lively  manu- 
facturing town  is  in  perfect  contrast 
with  desolate  decaying  Tarragona. 
Ileus  is  the  flourishing  capital,  and  the 
centre  of  its  rich  and  highly-cultivated 
catnpo  or  comarca.  The  older  portion 
of  the  town  was  built  in  1151;  the 
more  modern  rose  during  the  last 
century,  when  many  enterprising  Eng- 
lish settled  there  aud  established  a 
commerce  in  wines,  brandies,  and 
leathers,  the  firm  of  Harris  taking  the 
lead.  The  new  portion,  with  its  wide 
plazas  and  streets,  glaring  in  summer 
and  cold  in  winter,  contrasts  with  the 
tortuous  but  cool  lanes  of  the  earlier 
town.  There  is  a theatre  and  decent 
inns  aud  cafe's,  for  it  is  a busy  place 
with  its  silk  and  cotton  works.  Popu- 
lation above  26,000.  Monday  is  the 
best  day  to  go  to  Reus,  as  being  the 
market.  The  seaport  is  Solau,  and 
the  rival  and  bane  of  Tarragona.  Reus 
during  die  war  was  impoverished  by 
the  exactions  of  Macdonald,  and  its 
trade  ruined  by  the  English  blockade. 

Another  excursion  may  be  made  on 
horseback  to  Vails,  L-,  and  Poblet. 
Vails  is  a thriving  town  of  11,000 
souls.  Here  the  Spaniards  were  com- 
pletely beaten,  Feb.  24,  1809,  by  St. 
Cyr;  and  Reding,  the  real  hero  of 
Bailen,  received  his  death-wound  : the 
disheartened  troops  abandoned  artillery 
and  everything,  when  the  wretched 
town  was  most  brutally  sacked.  On 
the  same  plains  Jan.  16,  1811,  Sars- 
field  revenged  this  disaster,  and  routed 
Gen.  Eugene  and  an  Italian  detach- 
ment of  Macdonald’s,  a fact  entirely 
suppressed  by  Buonaparte. 

1-J  L.  from  Vails  is  the  decayed 
town  of  Montblanch,  population  4000, 
with  its  old  walls,  towers,  and  four 
gates;  and  about  2 L.  more  lies  the 
once  celebrated  Cistercian  monastery  of 


Poblet,  which  is  placed  at  the  entrance 
of  the  rich  valley  La  Conca  de  Bar- 
bara, and  was  the  Pearl  of  the  “ Shell.” 
There  is  a history  of  it  in  four  vols. 
by  Jayme  Finestres;  and  a description 
of  its  former  glories  by  Ponz,  xiv. 
220.  In  the  time  of  the  Moors,  a holy 
hermit  named  Poblet  retired  here  to 
pray ; an  emir,  when  hunting,  caught 
him  and  put  him  in  prison;  the  angels 
of  heaven  having  broken  his  chains 
three  times,  the  Moor  repented,  and 
granted  him  all  the  territory  of  Har- 
deta ; when  the  Christians  reconquered 
the  country  the  Itody  of  Poblet  was 
revealed,  in  1149,  by  miraculous  lights. 
Ramon  Berenguer  immediately  built 
the  half-fortress  convent,  which  was 
finished  in  1480,  and  confirmed  to  the 
clergy  who  discovered  the  holy  bones 
the  whole  of  the  extensive  Moorish 
grants.  Thus  the  convent  became 
enormously  rich,  and  was  made  the 
Escorial.  the  burial-place  of  the  Ara- 
gonese kings,  aud  afterwards  of  the 
dukes  of  Cardona,  who  repaired  the 
sepulchres  and  church  in  1660,  em- 
ploying the  brothers  Grao,  architects 
of  Mauresa : this  resting-place  of 
royalty  was  entirely  ravaged  by  the 
Freneh,  and  agaiu  by  the  Spanish 
revolutionists  of  1835;  now  every  thing 
hastens  to  decay  ; still  the  long  battle- 
mented  walls  are  very  picturesque, 
and  the  cloisters  impressive.  In  the 
first  enclosure  are  or  were  the  statues 
of  San  Bernardo  and  his  martyr  sisters, 
Marta  and  Gracia,  whose  legends  were 
carved  on  the  altar  by  Pedro  Gneijal, 
1529  ; he  alro  executed  the  rich  carv- 
ings of  the  coro.  At  the  back  of  the 
altar  is  a pretty  oval  chapel,  with  fine 
marbles,  sculptured  angels,  and  bas- 
reliefs.  The  grand  objects,  however, 
were  the  sepulchres,  which  had  this 
remarkable  peculiarity  : several  of  the 
deceased  kings  having  two  effigies,  one 
representing  the  monarch  armed  or 
arrayed  in  royalty,  the  other  as  clad 
in  the  garb  of  a deacon  or  a monk. 
This  is  truly  characteristic  of  the  me- 
diaeval Spaniard,  half  soldier,  half 
monk,  a crusading  knight  of  Santiago ; 
his  manhood  spent  in  combating  for 
the  cross,  his  declining  years  dedicated 
to  religion.  No  country  has  ever  pro- 
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duced  more  instances  of  kings  retiring 
to  the  cloister,  nor  of  soldiers  resigning 
the  sword  for  the  crucifix,  and  wash- 
ing off  the  blood  from  their  hands, 
making  their  peace  with  God,  after  a 
life  of  battle  in  his  cause.  Of  the 
kings  with  these  double  effigies  were 
Jaime  the  Conqueror,  Alonso  II.,  Fer- 
dinand I.,  and  his  sons  Juan  II.  and 
Alonso  V. ; others  were  laid  side  by 
side  with  their  queens;  e.  g.  Pedro  IV. 
with  his  three  wives,  Juan  1.  with  his 
two : the  church  was,  in  fact,  a tomb- 
house  ; some  were  arranged  on  each 
side  of  the  high  altar  in  kneeling  posi- 
tions ; others  were  recumbent  under 
niches,  with  rich  armorial  decorations 
below  : among  the  best  as  works  of 
art  were  those  of  Alouso  V.  of  Aragon 
and  I.  of  Naples,  obiit  1458.  The 
statues  of  Justice  and  the  Virtues  were 
fine ; that  of  the  Infante  Enrique, 
obiit  1443,  kneeling  under  a Doric 
screen,  was  much  admired  for  the  sculp- 
tured weeping  children  ; the  tombs  of 
the  Folchs,  the  restorers  of  the  church, 
were  also  remarkable.  Iu  the  sarco- 
phagus of  Ferdinand  I.  a vast  number 
of  royal  remains  were  put  together 
indiscriminately  by  his  grandson,  Fer- 
diuand  the  Catholic,  so  shrunk  was 
the  greatness  of  those  for  whom,  when 
living,  tire  world  was  too  small.  Many 
of  the  early'  monks  were  buried  in  the 
sala  capitular,  uuder  fiat  tombs.  The 
artist  or  antiquarian  going  to  Poblet 
should  not  forget  at  dinner  to  drink 
the  rich  red  wine  del  Priorato. 

ROUTE  45. — TARRAGONA  TO  BARCE- 
LONA. 

Torretlembarn  ...  2 

Vendrell  .....2..  4 

Villafninca  de  Panades  . 3 . , 7 

Valliran* S)  10} 

Barcelona 3}  ..  14 

There  is  a regular  communication 
by  diligences  and  steamers.  To  the 
r.  rises  the  tomb  of  the  Scipios,  and 
soon  the  road  crosses  the  Gaya,  thus 
accurately  described  by  Lord  Wm. 
Hentinck : “ The  river,  having  no 
w’ater  in  it,  andbeiug  only  impassable 
from  the  steepness  of  its  banks,  is 
passable  for  infantry  everywhere”  j 
^Disp.,  Aug.  25,  1813).  Passing  that,  j 


to  the  r.  is  a picturesque  ruined  castle 
and  atalaya ; then  Altafulla,  with  its 
square  tower  on  the  sea ; and  Ton  e- 
deinbarra,  population  2COO,  with  its 
octangular  keep.  In  this  rich  district 
the  olive  and  vine  flourish,  and  irriga- 
tion is  managed  by  the  Moorish  noria. 
The  Roman  arch,  the  Arco  de  Bara, 
is  the  next  object ; it  is  much  injured, 
and  the  statues  gone : it  is  best  seen 
from  the  Barcelona  side ; the  inscrip- 
tion ran,  “ Ex  testamento  L.  Liciui, 
L.  F.  Serg.  Surte  consecratum.”  At 
Vendrell,  population  3500,  with  its 
dragon-fly-winged  windmills,  the  coun- 
try becomes  densely  peopled : the  view 
from  the  fine  parish  belfry  is  extensive. 

Arbos  is  placed  on  a hill,  with  a 
splendid  prospect ; the  town  was  one  of 
the  first  places  sacked  by  the  French, 
under  Chabran,  who  burnt  the  village 
and  the  villagers  alive  in  it  (Schep.  i. 
223).  Soon  the  panorama  opens  over 
Villafranca  and  the  skeleton  moun- 
tain of  Monserrat  with  jagged  outline : 
at  Olerdola,  which  lies  to  the  r.,  are 
some  Roman  tombs  cut  in  the  rocks  ; 
at  the  entrance  of  Villafranca  is  a mo- 
nument to  the  memory  of  Wm.  Han- 
son, killed  iu  the  late  war.  Sidyes, 
famous  for  its  sweet  wines,  lies  on  the 
coast  about  7 miles  to  the  r. 

Villafranca  de  Panades,  inn,  Parador 
nuevo,  is  a walled  town  of  some  5500 
souls : it  was  founded  by  Amilcar,  and 
was  the  earliest  Carthaginian  settle- 
ment in  Catalonia;  it  was  retaken 
from  the  Moors  iu  1000  by  Ramon 
Borel,  and,  being  a frontier  of  a dis- 
turbed district,  was  declared  free,  and 
highly  favoured,  in  order  to  entice 
settlers— hence  its  name.  The  Rumbla 
is  a pretty  walk.  The  Parroquia,  a 
fine  specimen  of  masonry,  has  a noble 
nave ; the  lofty  belfry  or  Catalonian 
tower  is  crowned  by  a bronze  angel. 
The  Panades  district  is  very  fertile; 
the  fine  road  soon  enters  the  grey 
rocky  hills  and  aromatic  underwood : 
ascending  to  the  Cruz  or  Coll  de  Or- 
dal,  Barcelona  glitters  in  the  distance. 
Here  a magnificent  bridge,  de  Lledones, 
spans  the  ravine ; this  was  the  im- 
portant point  which  Sir  Fred.  Adam 
did  not  secure,  and  thereby  did  secure 
defeat.  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck  moved, 
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Sept.  5, 1813,  from  Villafranca : Adam, 
on  the  12th,  reached  Ordul,  and,  al- 
though warned  of  the  French  advance, 
left  this  the  only  approach  open.  Gen. 
Mesclop  crossed  the  unguarded  bridge 
by  moonlight,  and  a confused  retreat 
ensued.  Adam  fell  back  on  Bentinck, 
who  was  driven  by  Suchet  to  Arbos. 
A thousand  men  and  four  guus  were 
thus  lost,  and  the  great  plans  of  the 
Duke  were  again  deranged  as  by  the 
bungler  Murray  at  Tarragona.  He 
feared  that  “Suchet  would  tumble” 
his  opponents  beyond  the  Jucar,  and 
meditated  coming  himself  in  person  to 
set  all  to  rights.  The  road  descending 
from  these  disastrous  hills  reaches 
Molins  del  Rey,  a whitewashed  town 
backed  by  vine-clad  slopes,  which  was 
sacked  and  burnt  by  the  French  in 
1 808,  when  retreating  from  their  de- 
feat at  Bruch.  The  Llobregat,  Rubri- 
catus,  flows  in  a muddy  reddish  stream 
under  a long,  solid,  heavy,  red-stoned 
bridge.  Here,  Dec.  21,  1808,  Gen. 
Chabran  routed  Vives  and  Reding, 
the  former  only  coming  up  to  see  his 
troops  in  full  retreat  Nothing  but 
this  defeat  could  have  enabled  St.  Cyr 
to  relieve  Barcelona,  or  have  saved 
the  French  from  utter  ruin,  for  they 
were  at  that  moment  driven  to  the  last 
extremities.  Then  and  there  patriots 
lost  all  the  arms  and  stores  supplied 
by  England. 

Now  begins  the  dusty  high  road  to 
Barcelona : the  dial,  emblem  of  the 
Catalans'  knowledge  of  the  value  of 
time,  is  now  placed  on  most  of  the 
stucco  and  painted  houses.  This  pri- 
mitive clock,  which  is  rather  for  the 
benefit  of  the  passenger  outside  than 
of  the  inmates,  is  peculiar  to  this  city 
of  Barca.  The  dial,  of  Chaldean  ori- 
gin (2  Kings  xx,  11),  was  not  intro- 
duced into  Rome  until  after  the  first 
Punic  war  (Pliny,  ‘ N.  H.’  vii.  t>0). 
The  women  sit  in  the  open  air  making 
lace : the  peasauts  are  all  trousers,  and 
their  loaves  are  those  of  Brobdiguag, 
some  weighing  30  lbs.  Peasants  are 
either  snoring  in  their  carts,  singing, 
or  drinking  out  of  porruites  at  the 
ventorillos. 

Barcelona  soon  opens  in  view,  with 
its  lines  of  walls  and  fortifications  and 
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its  Catalonian  towers.  It  is  admirably 
situated  on  a rich  “ pla  ” or  plain, 
girdled  by  fresh  hills,  and  irrigated 
and  fertilised  by  the  river  Llobreyat 
and  the  canals  Condal  y Real.  These 
advantages  are  counterbalanced  by  the 
town  being  a plaza  de  armas.  The 
garrison  precautions  impede  free  in- 
gress and  egress ; the  place  is  exposed 
to  sieges,  and  its  proportions,  limited 
by  the  outworks,  caunot  be  extended 
to  meet  a growing  prosperity  ; hence, 
in  addition  to  their  turbulent  rebel- 
lious tendencies,  the  Barcelonese  have 
always  been  anxious  to  pull  down  their 
Freuch-erected  fortifications  or  strait 
jackets:  whatever,  just  now,  may  be 
their  Gallic  predilections,  they  have 
no  wish  to  imitate  the  re-Bastilement 
of  Paris. 

Inns. — These  are  good  and  nume- 
rous, as  the  Catalan  takes  kindly  to 
the  hotel  and  kitchen.  Fonda  del 
grande  Oriente,  excellent ; the  charges 
are  five  pesetas  a day ; the  host,  an 
Italian,  speaks  English  and  has  a good 
laquais  de  place;  Cuatro  Naciones, 
good,  and  kept  by  a very  civil  Italian ; 
charge  35  reals  per  day : the  Falcv, 
opposite  the  theatre,  is  less  well  spoken 
of.  The  minor  posadas  are  called 
hostals.  The  Casas  de  Huespedes  or 
Pupilos  are  ill  adapted  for  ladies,  and 
not  often  frequented  by  foreigners. 
The  warm  baths,  Calle  de  Sail  Fran- 
cisco, are  good;  in  the  Calle  Cordal 
are  others  and  portable,  which  are 
sent  wherever  they  may  be  ordered. 
Carriages  for  country  excursions  are 
always  to  be  found  near  the  Puertu 
del  Angel. 

Among  the  best  tradesmen  may  be 
named — tailors,  Bolinger,  Amigo,  Con- 
stenceaux,  who  live  on  the  Rambla, 
and  Ribera,  Calle  Escudillers ; hair- 
dresser, Villalonga,  same  street ; milli- 
ners, Maria  Chavany,  Rambla,  also 
Ferraris  and  La  Dotti;  booksellers, 
Sauri,  Calle  Ancha,  Brusi,  Calle  Li- 
breteria,  Piferer,  Plaza  del  Angel ; 
jewellers,  Ortels,  Soler,  &c. — they  all 
live  together  in  the  Plateria,  which 
everybody  should  visit.  The  mosquito- 
nets  of  Barcelona  are  excellent;  let 
none  going  to  Valencia  omit  to  buy 
one  at  Amigo  y Sauri,  Calle  Corders. 
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There  are  constant  communications  by 
steam  (office  Calle  de  la  Merced),  and 
by  diligences  (Rambla,  No.  101),  in 
every  direction.  For  excursions  to 
the  smaller  towns,  each  locality  has 
its  hoslal,  its  inn  of  call,  at  which  the 
Galeras,  Carrabas,  and  muleteers  are 
always  to  be  heard  of.  The  best  works 
on  Barcelona  are  the  ‘ Historia  de  los 
Condes,'  Francisco  de  Diago,  folio, 
Barcelona,  1003;  the  * Trofeos  y Anti- 
guedades,’  Juan  de  Dios  Lopez,  4to., 
Barcelona,  1 639  ; Florez,  ‘ Lsp.  Sag.’ 
xxix. ; * LHsertacion ,’  Isidoro  llosarte, 
8vo.  Madrid,  1780  ; Ponz,  xiv. ; and 
the  admirable  ‘ Memorias  ’ and  ‘ Libro 
del  Consulado  ’ of  Capmany.  There 
is  a useful  Gaia  published  by  Sauri, 
Calle  Ancha,  and  a capital  map  of  the 
streets  and  the  vicinity  published  in 
1818  by  Antonio  Monfort. 

BARCELONA  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  certainly  the  most  manufacturing 
city  of  Spain.  It  is  the  Manchester  of 
Catalonia,  which  is  the  Lancashire  of 
the  Peninsula.  Compared,  however, 
to  the  mighty  hives  of  English  in- 
dustry ana  skill,  everything  is  petty. 
It  disputes  even  with  the  capital,  and 
is  beyond  doubt  a better  placed  and 
handsomer  city  than  Madrid.  The 
Rambla  divides  the  old  city  from  the 
new;  it  runs  nearly  N.  and  S.  It 
once  was  a streamlet,  la  llieru  den 
Mallu,  of  the  “ Mall,”  which  bounded 
the  W.  wall  of  Barcelona.  The  word 
Rambla  is  Arabic  Rami,  a sandy 
heap : it  properly  means  a river-bed, 
which  often  in  Spain  being  dry  in 
summer  is  used  as  a road.  The  chan- 
nel was  on  the  extension  of  the  city 
taken  in,  like  the  Boulevard  of  Paris ; 
now  it  is  tile  great  aorta,  and  a charm- 
in'' walk  planted  with  trees  like  the 
(Inter  den  Linden  at  Berlin,  and  is  the 
fashionable  promenade  by  day  and 
night,  and  the  Corso  of  the  renowned 
carnival  of  Barcelona.  On  it  the  tra- 
veller should  lodge : here  is  the  theatre, 
the  post-office,  the  diligence-office,  and 
the  bureau  for  passports,  the  best  shops, 
and  most  gape-seed. 

Barcelona,  according  to  local  annal- 
ists, was  a Laletanian  city,  and  founded 
by  Hercules,  and  400  years  before 
Rome.  It  was  certainly  refounded 


235  b.c.  by  Amilcar  Barca,  father  of 
Hannibal,  and  thence  called  Barcino. 
It  became  the  Carthago  Nova  of  the 
! N.  coast.  The  Punic  city  was  small, 
and  only  occupied  the  hill  Taber,  now 
the  site  around  the  cathedral.  In 
I 206  b.c.  it  was  made  a colonist  by  the 
Romans,  and  called  “ Faventia  Julia 
Augusta  Pia  Barcino."  It  was,  how- 
ever, quite  eclipsed  by  Tarragona,  the 
Roman  capital,  and  by  Emporia;,  a 
busy  Greek  sea-mart.  It  was  taken 
about  409  by  the  Gothi-Alani,  rose  in 
importance,  and  coined  money  with  the 
legend  Barcinona ; two  councils  were 
held  here  in  540  and  599.  When  the 
Moors  utterly  destroyed  Tarragona, 
Barcelona,  awed  by  the  example,  ca- 
pitulated, was  kindly  treated,  and  be- 
came a new  metropolis.  After  many 
changes  and  chances  during  the  8th 
and  9th  centuries,  in  878  it  was  ruled 
by  an  independent  Christian  chief  of 
its  own,  whose  12th  descendant  drop- 
ped the  title  of  Count  of  Barcelona,  on 
assuming  that  of  King  of  Aragon. 
During  the  middle  ages,  like  Carthage 
of  old,  it  was  the  lord  and  terror  of 
the  Mediterranean,  and  divided  with 
Italy  the  enriching  commerce  of  the 
East,  and  trade  was  never  held  to  be 
a degradation,  as  among  the  Castilians ; 
accordingly,  heraldic  decorations  are 
much  less  frequent  on  the  houses.  The 
citizens  were  protected  by  municipal 
charters  and  J'ueros  ; their  commercial 
code  dates  from  1279.  The  Castilian 
connexion,  with  its  wars,  pride,  and 
fiscal  absurdities,  led  to  the  decay  of 
Barcelona,  hence  their  desire  to  shake 
off  that  foreign  yoke.  Thus,  in  1640, 
they  rose  against  the  taxation  and 
violation  of  their  usages  by  Philip  IV., 
and  threw  themselves  into  the  arms 
of  France.  Agaiu,  in  the  War  of  Suc- 
cession they  espoused  the  Austrian 
cause,  and  the  citadel  Monjuich  was 
surprised,  Oct.  9, 1705,  by  Lord  Peter- 
borough, one  of  the  most  brilliant  feats 
of  that  chivalrous  commander,  the  Don 
Quixote  of  history,  and  Barcelona  sur- 
rendered on  the  13th  of  September. 

WThen  Marlborough  was  disgraced 
Barcelona  was  left  alone  to  combat  her 
two  powerful  neighbours.  Louis  XIV. 
then  sent  Berwick  with  40,000  men 
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to  aid  Philip  V.,  whilst  an  English 
fleet,  under  Wishart,  blockaded  their 
former  allies.  The  city  refused  to 
yield  unless  its  “fueros’’  were  se- 
cured, and  was  therefore  stormed  by 
the  French;  Sept.  11,  a white  flag  was 
hoisted,  but  in  vain,  for  Berwick  ap- 
plied the  torch  himself;  and  when  the 
sword,  fire,  and  lust  had  done  their 
worst,  all  the  privileges  guaranteed  by 
France  were  abolished  by  Frenchmen 
(Mahon,  ix.). 

Buonaparte  in  our  times  obtained 
Barcelona  by  perfidy;  he  knew  its 
importance,  and  called  it  the  “first 
city  ” and  key  of  Spain ; one  which 
“ could  not  be  taken,  in  fair  war,  with 
less  than  80,000  men.”  In  Feb.  1808 
he  sent  Duhesme  with  11,000  men  in 
the  character  of  allies,  who  desired,  as 
a “ proof  of  confidence  and  harmony,” 
that  his  troops  might  alternately  mount 
guard  with  the  Spanish;  this  granted, 
on  the  28th  he  seized  the  citadel,  hav-  j 
ing  drawn  out  his  soldiers  under  the 
pretence  of  a review ; Ezpcleta,  the 
Captain-General,  at  the  same  time  giv- 
ing up  the  fortress  of  Monjuich.  (Com- 
pare Figueras  and  Pamplona.) 

The  Catalonians  in  1827  rose  in 
favour  of  Don  Carlos,  and  ever  since 
Barcelona  has  taken  the  lead  in  all  in- 
surrections against  every  established 
authority.  General  Lauder  opened  the 
ball  by  opposing  Christina,  in  1834: 
soon  after  Barcelona  “ pronounced  ” 
for  Espartero  in  1840,  and  against  him 
in  1841-2-3:  the  low  populace,  espe- 
cially in  the  San  Jaime  quarters  (the 
Saint  Giles’s),  being  always  ready  to 
raise  the  banner  of  revolt. 

To  all  but  commercial  travellers  a 
few  days  will  suffice  for  Barcelona. 
The  most  amusing  periods  are  Christ-  , 
mas  and  the  New  Year,  when  all  are 
dancing  and  eating,  especially  a sort  of 
wafers  called  Netuas,  and  the  almond- 
cakes  Turrones.  January  17  is  the  day 
of  San  Antonio  Abad,  the  patron  of, 
the  lower  Catalans  and  pigs ; then  all 
quadrupeds  are  blessed.  Muleteers 
and  asses  perforin  the  tres  toms,  a pro- 
cession three  times  round  his  church  : 
observe  their  costume  and  the  huge 
tortells,  a sort  of  loaf  which  is  hung 
to  their  saddles.  February  12  is  the  , 


festival  of  the  Diana  of  Barcelona,  Santa 
Eulalia,  when  all  the  world  goes  out 
to  dine,  dance,  and  play  the  Sortija,  at 
Sarria ; the  torna  hoda  is  repeated  on 
the  ensuing  Sunday.  The  Carnival  of 
Barcelona,  las  Carnes  tolendas,  is  to 
Spam  wliat  that  of  Rome  is  to  Italy : 
then  the  Hambla  is  a masquerade  out 
of  doors;  while  Thursday,  "Dijous 
gras,”  is  celebrated  gastronoinically. 
On  the  first  day  of  Leut  Barcelona 
goes  out  of  town  into  the  country  to 
“ bury  the  Carnival,”  “ enter rar  til 
car  nest  oltas.”  The  evening  show,  at 
the  Puerto  del  Anpel,  of  the  returning 
thousands  is  most  interesting ; here  are 
to  be  seen  the  costume  and  manners  of 
the  Catalan,  male  and  female. 

Easter  Monday  is  a grand  holiday ; 
then  all  the  city  goes  either  to  Coll  or 
Gracia.  April  23  is  the  day  of  St. 
George,  the  tutelar  of  Catalonia,  when 
a flower- fair  is  held  near  the  Audiencia, 
to  which  the  fairer  sex  resort,  them- 
selves the  fairest  flowers.  Nowhere 
is  el  dia  de  Corpus  observed  with 
more  magnificence.  San  Juan,  July 
25;  San  Pedro,  June  29;  Santiago, 
J uly  25 ; and  all  the  festivals  of  the  Vir- 
gin, are  kept  with  splendour.  Novem- 
ber 1,  All  Saints’  Day,”  i6  honoured 
by  eating  Panelists,  which  are  raffled 
for  in  Rifas  in  the  streets:  the  next 
day  is  sacred  to  the  dead ; all  the  living 
go  to  visit  the  “ Cementerio  ” outside 
the  walls.  December  21  is  the  fair  of 
Barcelona,  and  is  frequented  by  the 
peasantry  from  far.  Here  the  artist 
will  sketch  the  pretty  payesas  and  their 
mocados  and  holiday  dress : the  Eambla 
is  then  filled  with  men  and  turkeys, 
and  the  Bocaria,  Call,  Plateria,  and 
Moncada  streets  with  booths  and  pur- 
chasers. A Plaza  de  Toros,  outside 
the  Plaza  del  Mar,  was  only  built  in 
1833. 

Barcelona  is  the  capital  of  its  pro- 
vince, the  see  of  a bishop,  the  residence 
of  the  Captain-General  and  Jefe  poli- 
tico, and  the  seat  of  an  Audiencia.  It 
has  a university,  academies,  and  the 
usual  civil  and  military  establishments. 
Population  above  12U,U00.  The  city 
possesses  more  European-like  esta- 
blishments than  is  usual  in  Spain,  aud 
they  are  well  conducted. 
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Although  there  are  few  things  more 
repugnant  to  English  notions  than  all 
that  concerns  Justicia  in  Spain,  a word 
at  which  the  natives  tremble  worse 
than  we  do  at  the  thoughts  of  Chancery,  j 
Mr.  Milford,  a Devonshire  magistrate, 
found  these  matters  at  Barcelona  to  be 
on  a more  European  and  better  footing. 
The  Carcel  Nuevo,  or  New  Prison, 
built  in  1838-40,  is  spacious  and  well 
arranged;  the  younger  culprits  are 
taught  las  primeras  lelras,  to  read  and 
write;  visit  the  sala  de  declaracion, 
where  the  judge  listens  unseen  and 
from  behind  a grating,  while  the  pri- 
soner is  confronted  with  the  accuser,  | 
who  alone  knows  the  presence  of  the 
judge ! At  the  Casa  de  Caridud, 
founded  in  1799,  more  than  1000  poor 
men,  women,  and  children  are  use- 
fully employed.  The  Presidio , or  place 
of  detention  for  convicts,  is  on  a large 
scale,  and  certainly  is  preferable  to  our 
hulks  ; the  culprits  during  the  term  of 
their  confinement  are  instructed  in 
different  trades,  and  receive  half  their 
earnings,  part  at  once,  which  they  ex-  j 
pend  iu  tobacco,  and  the  remainder  on 
leaving,  by  which  meaus  they  are  not 
forced  into  new  crimes  by  being  cast 
without  means  or  character  on  the 
wide  world ; the  other  half  is  retained 
to  defray  the  general  expenses.  There 
is  very  little  attempt  at  moral  reforma- 
tion, and  not  half  are  reclaimed ; safe 
custody  rather  than  philanthropy  is 
the  principle : they  are  tolerably  fed, 
as  well  indeed  as  Spanish  soldiers : 
they  sleep  on  the  ground  like  pigs,  on 
mats  in  long  corridors;  generally 
speaking,  there  is  an  open  grating  at 
one  end,  at  which  sentinels  are  placed, 
who  in  cases  of  outbreak  not  un  fre- 
quently fire  in  with  ball  cartridge. 
There  is  a sort  of  school  tor  the 
younger  offenders. 

Barcelona  however  has  its  own  lite- 
rary and  academical  establishments : 
there  is  a Lancastrian  school,  a casino 
or  club,  reading-rooms,  a liceo , and 
Academia  de  Buenos  Letras,  and  some 
well-conducted  hospitals,  especially  the 
“ general there  is  also  a good  “ Bib- 
lioteca  Nacional"  liiera  de  San  Juan, 
open  every  morning ; in  this  are  col- 
lected the  remnants  of  the  Conventual  | 


libraries,  of  which  thousands  of  vo- 
lumes were  destroyed  by  the  mob  ; 
there  is  another  smaller  library,  the 
“ Episcopal,”  on  the  ltambla,  and  a 
most  superb  national  Archivo  de  Ara- 
gon. The  new  theatre  is  good,  and 
sometimes  there  is  an  Italian  opera. 

To  understand  the  localities  of  this 
city  the  traveller  should  first  ascend 
the  cathedral  tower,  and  then  walk 
through  the  beautiful  promenades  with 
which  Barcelona  abounds ; first,  for  the 
interior  is  the  unrivalled  Rambla ; 
then,  for  the  land  side,  the  Muralla  de 
tierra,  which  is  both  a walk  and  a 
drive.  Commencing  at  the  Puerto  de 
Santa  Madrono,  below  are  the  rich 
gardens  of  San  Beltran,  with  the  road 
to  Monjuich  and  the  fresh  fountains  of 
Trobada,  Satalia  del  Gat,  and  Pesetas. 
The  Madrid  road  issues  from  the  Puerto 
San  Antonio ; beyond  the  gardens  and 
“ torres  * extend  to  Sarria ; at  the 
Puerto  del  Angel,  a noble  walk,  made 
iu  1824,  by  Cainpo-sagrado,  leads  to 
Gracia.  The  road  to  France  issues 
from  the  Puerto  Nueva  : outside  to  the 
1.  is  a wide  extent  of  densely  peopled 
garden  district,  to  the  r.  the  citadel, 
and  beyond  this  the  Cementerio,  with 
its  catacomb  niches,  and  a chapel  built 
by  a Florentine  named  Ginessi.  Near 
the  Puerta  Nueva  begins  El  Paseo 
Nuevo,  or  “ El  Lancastrin,”  so  called 
from  its  founder,  the  Duque  de  Lan- 
caster. The  avenues  are  shady,  and 
the  stone  seats  commodious.  The 
nereids,  tritons,  royal  busts,  all  chin 
and  nose,  and  sculpture,  are  poor  as 
regards  art.  The  garden  “ del  Ge- 
neral,"  at  the  other  end,  was  laid  out 
by  Castanos,  in  1816,  with  flower-beds, 
statues,  ponds  with  swans,  and  aviaries. 
The  walk  on  the  seaboard,  on  the 
mural  terrace  or  rampart,  la  Muralla 
del  Mar,  is,  as  at  Palermo,  the  fesh  ion- 
able  morning  and  evening  lounge, 
sunny  in  winter,  and  freshened  by  the 
sea-breeze  in  summer.  The  modern 
Plaza  del  Mur  opens  to  the  mole,  to 
the  Plaza  de  Toros,  and  Genoese- look- 
ing Bareeloneta.  The  Plaza  del  Pa- 
lacio  is  the  resort  of  the  official,  mili- 
tary. and  commercial  classes.  The 
environs  of  Barcelona  are  delightful. 
The  sea  and  town  form  the  base  of  a 
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rich  plain,  girdled  by  hills,  which  rise 
to  a mean  height  of  700  feet,  from 
whence  the  river  Besos  and  the  tribu- 
taries of  the  Llobregat  descend ; this 
“ Pla  ” is  studded  with  “ Torres  y 
Huertas ,”  which  extend  from  the  city 
walls  to  Gracia  aud  Sarrid,  the  Hamp- 
stead and  Clapham  of  the  merchants  ; 
vast  multitudes  go  there  on  the  holi- 
days to  eat  and  dance.  Among  the 
cits’  boxes,  el  Laberinto  and  that  of 
Senor  Anglada,  both  near  Horta,  are 
the  most  charming;  calesas  and  car- 
riages are  always  to  be  had  at  the 
Puerta  del  Angel,  to  make  excursions, 
either  over  the  Pla  or  to  the  Baths, 
las  Caldas  de  Montbuy,  3 L.  off, 
which  were  taken  in  1644  by  Isabel 
II.:  the  season  is  both  in  spring  and 
autumn ; the  warm  waters  contain  mu- 
riate and  sulphate  of  soda,  and  are 
beneficial  in  cutaneous  complaints. 

The  streets  in  the  older  part  of  the 
town  are  narrow  and  tortuous : they 
are  being  gradually  widened  as  repairs 
become  necessary.  The  demolition  of 
convents  has  afforded  additional  space ; 
the  well-paved  new  streets  are  built  in 
imitation  of  those  in  the  Rue  Rivoli  at 
Paris,  with  arcades  and  shops,  rather 
than  after  the  old  Catalan  character. 

Visit  la  Plateria.  The  form  of 
many  of  the  ornaments  worn  by  the 
peasants  is  quite  classical  and  antique, 
although  the  work  is  very  rude  aud 
coarse.  Observe  the  huge  earrings  of 
amethysts,  the  “ Arrucadas”  (a  pure 
Arabic  word  and  thing),  and  the 
“ Joyas,"  made  with  emeralds  and  co- 
loured stones.  The  botanist,  orni- 
thologist, and  artist  will,  of  course, 
visit  the  Borne,  or  market  behind  the 
Santa  Maria  del  Mar.  There  all 
sorts  of  vegetables  and  fruits,  and 
birds  of  sea  and  land,  are  sold  by  pic- 
turesque “ Payesas."  The  Ichthyolo- 
gist will  pass  to  the  Pescaderia,  oppo- 
site the  Aduana,  where  the  finny  show 
is  magnificent.  The  new  market  Bo- 
caria  is  built  on  a modern  plan,  on  the 
site  of  the  convent  San  JosC—  a Co- 
vent-garden. 

The  principal  Roman  antiquities 
are  to  be  found  in  the  oldest  portion 
of  the  town  ; they  are  but  fragments, 
having  for  1 5 centuries  been  ill-treated* 


by  Goth,  Moor,  and  Spaniard.  In  the 
Calle  del  Paradis  are  some  columns 
built  up  by  houses,  which  are  supposed 
to  have  been  the  termination  of  the 
aqueduct  from  Collcerola,  of  which  an 
arch  remains  in  the  Calle  de  Capel- 
lans : there  are  6 in  one  house  ; 1 is 
seen  in  the  Patio,  3 in  a room,  and  2 
in  an  upper  garret,  to  which  the  anti- 
quarian should  mount.  These  have 
been  called  the  tomb  of  Hercules, 
Ataufus,  &c.  Opposite  the  Puerta  de 
Santa  Lucia  of  the  cathedral,  in  Casa 
15,  called  del  Arcediano,  are  some 
Roman  inscriptions,  and  a good  sar- 
cophagus with  hunting  reliefs,  now 
used  as  a water-tank,  as  in  the  Alham- 
bra. A better  marble,  with  a Roman 
female  here  called  Priscilla,  and  a 
head  of  a Bacchus,  exist  in  the  Casa 
del  Pinos,  Plaza  Cucurella.  The  pla- 
teresque  cinquecento  ornaments  of  this 
ancient  mansion  deserve  notice,  but 
they  have  been  barbarously  white- 
washed. In  the  house  of  Senor  Bails, 
Calle  San  Pedro  Baja,  is  a good  sar- 
cophagus, used  also  as  a tank ; in  the 
Academia  de  Buenas  Letras  is  a col- 
lection of  mutilated  antiquities,  pic- 
tures of  no  great  merit : a Proserpine 
is  the  best.  Some  Roman  sewers, 
cloacas,  or  clavequeras,  still  exist  in 
the  Calle  de  la  Boqueria  and  that  de 
Junquerus : in  the  Gefatura  Poliiica, 
on  the  staircase,  is. a colossal  female 
foot,  said  to  be  Juno’s. 

In  the  church  of  San  Miguel  is  a 
blue  and  white  Mosaic  pavement,  with 
tritons  and  marine  subjects,  and  hence 
considered  to  have  belonged  to  a tem- 
ple of  Neptune ; others  have  thought 
it  the  work  of  Greek  artists  of  the  13th 
century.  It  has  been  barbarously  mu- 
tilated by  steps,  tombstones,  and  mo- 
dern erections.  This  church  is  of  great 
antiquity,  having  been  altered  in  1002 : 
the  font  appears  to  be  part  of  an  ancient 
candelabrum.  The  principal  portal, 
with  a statue  of  the  tutelar,  is  a mix- 
ture of  the  Norman  and  Saracenic 
styles:  observe  the  square  pilasters 
adorned  with  flowers  and  vases.  There 
is  also  a Roman  inscription  to  one  Li- 
cinius,  let  into  one  of  the  walls.  In 
the  Fonda  del  Sable  is  a sculptured 
marble,  of  a low  period  of  art.  In  the 
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Calle  de  log  Banos  are  some  old  Moor- 
ish l>aths,  now,  alas ! converted  into  a 
stable. 

The  churches  are  very  ancient ; some 
are  of  singularly  elegant  Gothic,  and 
many  have  the  square  and  polygonal 
belfry.  The  cathedral  la  Seu  or  Seo 
rises  ou  the  highest  part  of  the  old 
town,  and  is  built  on  the  site  of  a pre- 
vious Pagan  Temple.  The  chapter 
nestled  arouud,  in  the  excellent  houses 
of  the  Calle  del  Paradis.  This  ca- 
thedral is  a type  of  the  ecclesiastical 
architecture  of  Catalonia:  its  charac- 
teristics are  the  elevated  flight  of  steps 
at  the  approach,  the  belfry  towers,  the 
lofty  roof,  supported  by  slender  ele- 
gant piers,  the  spleudid  painted  glass, 
the  semicircular  colonnade  which  gir- 
dles the  high  altar,  and  below  it  the 
chapel  crypt,  with  its  elliptical  arch ; 
a profusion  of  Saracens’  heads  are  used 
as  bosses  and  corbels.  The  infusion 
of  a Norman  style  cannot  be  mistaken. 
The  principal  facade  is  unfinished, 
with  a bold  frout  painted  in  stucco, 
although  the  chapter  for  three  centu- 
ries have  received  a fee  on  every  mar- 
riage, for  this  very  purpose  of  com- 
pleting it.  The  original  cathedral  was 
built  by  Ramon  Bcreuguer  I.,  on  the 
site  of  one  older,  and  dedicated  to  the 
cross.  The  present  one  was  begun  in 
1298.  The  euro  and  pulpits  are  of  a 
good  Gothic ; the  organs  are  of  sober- 
coloured  wood,  with  Saracens’  heads 
beneath.  The  Iletablo  Major  is  com- 
posed of  a dark  stone,  with  pointed 
arches,  and  blue  and  gold  ornaments  ; 
the  pillars  which  cluster  around  it, 
forming  an  open  semicircular  frame,  I 
instead  of  the  usual  solid  walls,  have  a 
very  light  and  elegant  effect.  On  each  i 
side  is  a spiral  pillar  of  red  marble, 
supporting  an  angel  with  a torch:  the 
series  of  connecting  gilt  arches  is  deli-  l 
cate  and  singular ; the  chapels  round 
the  altar  are  churriyueresque,  and  filled 
with  bad  Retablus , sculpture,  and  over- 
gilding. In  a chapel  crypt  below  the 
high  altar,  like  the  sepulchre  of  St 
Peter’s  at  Rome,  lies,  or  is  said  to  lie, 
the  body  of  Santa  Eulalia,  the  “ well- 
speaking” Patrona  of  the  city. 

“ Etta  et  Eulalia,  la  de  Barcelona , 

■De  la  rica  Ciudad,  lajoya  riea  I" 


Her  life  is  written  by  Ramon  de  Pon- 
sich  y Camps,  4to.,  Madrid,  1770  : she 
was  put  to  death  Feb.  12,  304,  by  Da- 
cian, when  her  60ul  ascended  to  heaven 
visibly  in  the  form  of  a dove : her 
body  was  miraculously  revealed  in 
878  to  Bishop  Frodoyuo  by  its  per- 
fume, who  carried  the  sweet  corpse 
to  the  cathedral. ' The  present  chapel 
was  finished  in  1339  by  Jay  me  Fabra, 
and  the  body  was  then  placed  in  it, 
July  6,  2 kings,  3 queens,  4 princesses, 

, cardinals,  &c.,  attending  (see  Camps, 
p.  45G).  Their  sculptured  heads  form 
the  fringe  of  the  elliptical  arch  above 
the  descent ; the  sepulchre  was  ruised 
on  spiral  pillars  of  antique  jaspers  with 
Corinthian  capitals,  taken  from  some 
ancieut  temple.  The  curious  inscrip- 
tion round  the  rim  is  given  in  the  Esp. 
Say.  xxix.  320.  The  silver  lamps  were 
plundered  by  the  French.  The  sacred 
plate  of  the  cathedral  was  very  ancient 
and  magnificent.  The  chapter  paid  to 
the  invaders  40,000  libras  Catalanas  to 
preserve  it,  who  took  the  money  first, 
and  the  plate  next,  vte  victis ! the  fine 
gold  or  gilt  Custodia  in  the  Sacristia 
alone  escaped,  which  all  lovers  of  old 
plate  should  examine.  On  the  base  is 
represented  the  entry  of  Juan  11.  into 
Perpinau,  Oct.  28,  1473,  after  he  had 
defeated  the  French  besiegers. 

Ramon  Berenguer,  and  his  wife  Al- 
mudis,  are  buried  near  the  Sacristia : 
their  tombs  were  restored  in  1545. 
Observe  also  the  gallery  above  the 
piers,  with  a pretty  engrailed  border 
beneath  : in  this  cathedral  the  order  of 
Montesa  was  instituted,  July  22,  1319. 
Here,  in  1519,  Charles  V.  celebrated 
an  installation  of  the  Golden  Fleece, 
the  only  one  ever  held  iu  Spain,  and 
in  truth  that  Burgundian  order  passed 
away  with  the  Austrian  dynasty,  al- 
though since  improperly  usurped  by 
the  Bourbon  kings  of  Spain.  The 
arms  of  the  Knights  Companions,  and 
of  our  Henry  VIII.  among  them,  are 
blazoned  ou  the  stalls.  The  lover  of 
painted  glass  will  be  charmed  with  the 
splendour  of  the  windows  of  this  cathe- 
dral. San  Oldegar  lies  buried  in  his 
own  chapel  to  the  r.  on  entering : 
observe  his  tomb,  and  also  bis  statue  iu 
the  truscoro,  with  marble  reliefs  of  the 
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Martyrdom  of  Santa  Eulalia,  set  in  a | 
Doric  framework.  Sau  Oldegar  was 
a Frenchman,  and  died  in  1137  ; his 
body  was  miraculously  discovered 
about  500  years  afterwards  quite  fra- 
grant, and  uncorrupted  all  but  the  tip 
of  the  nose  (see  Esp.  Say.,  xxix.  277). 
He  was  made  a saint  by  Innocent  XI. 
in  1675,  and  since  has  been  the  tutelar, 
and  intercessor  of  the  Catalans,  being 
invoked  in  cases  of  childbirth,  and  loss 
of  speech  in  women.  His  biographies, 
besides  that  in  the  ‘ Espaha  Sagrada,’ 
are  numerous : select  that  by  Antonio 
J.  G.  de  Caralps,  4 to.,  llarc.  1617,  or 
an  earlier  in  8vo.,  by  Jaime  Rebulloso, 
Bare.  1609. 

The  cathedral  has  two  noble  towers ; 
the  arched  support  of  that  with  the 
clock  deserves  notice : the  great  bell 
was  cast  in  1 393 : the  panorama  from 
the  summit  is  glorious ; (locks  of  pi- 
geons, as  at  Valencia,  fly  about,  being 
forced  to  do  so  by  their  proprietors  on 
the  house-tops,  to  make  them  air  them- 
selves. Near  the  door  of  ascent  is  the 
light  Gothic  cloister  with  its  faded 
frescoes  and  pleasant  court  of  oranges ; 
let  in  the  walls  are  some  curious  se- 
pulchral stones,  dating  from  the  12th 
to  the  14th  century.  Here  was  the 
canonical  aviary  in  which  certain 
sacred  geese  were  kept  like  those  of 
the  Roman  capitol. 

Observe  the  sculptured  effigies  of 
tailors  with  their  shears,  and  boot- 
makers with  their  boots.  The  guild 
of  the  latter,  el  gremio  de  los  Zapateros, 
in  1208,  were  benefactors  to  the  cathe- 
dral. Descending  the  great  steps  is 
their  casa,  covered  with  symbols  and 
their  patron  San  Marcos,  whom  they 
here  prefer  to  our  St.  Crispin.  To  the 
r.  of  the  cathedral  steps  is  the  Gothic 
Almoyna,  the  canon's  Almonry ; near 
the  cathedral  is  the  Plaza  del  lley, 
and  the  ancient  palace  of  the  Gothic 
kings.  It  was  given  in  1487  by  Ferdi- 
nand to  the  Inquisition  ; just  as  he  had 
granted  the  royal  residence  to  them  at 
Zaragoza,  in  the  hope  that  loyal  asso- 
ciations might  induce  obedience  to  this 
new  tribunal,  which  he  destined  to  be  an 
engine  of  police  and  finance.  It  after- 
wards became  the  palace  of  the  Viceroy, 
and  then  a convent  and  prison. 


Second,  and  closely  analogous  to  the 
cathedral,  is  the  fine  church  la  Santa 
Maria  del  Mar,  erected  on  the  site  of  a 
afcaprl  of  the  Goths.  Inscriptions  near 
the  S.  door  record  the  date  of  the  re- 
building, 1328 ; it  was  finished  in  1483. 
The  style  is  very  elegant,  the  piers 
airy  and  lofty  ; the  painted  glass  very 
rich,  in  greens,  blues,  and  reds.  The 
gilded  royal  pew  faces  the  overgrown, 
overdone  organ.  Observe  the  semi- 
circular framework  of  pillars  that  sur- 
rounds the  high  altar,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, has  been  modernised  with  red 
marbles,  gilt  capitals,  and  tawdry 
sculptured  angels  and  the  Virgin ; to 
the  r.  is  a good  statue  of  San  Alejo, 
and  in  the  Respaldo  del  Coro,  some 
pictures  by  Viladomat,  representing 
the  passion  of  Christ 

San  Pablo  del  Campo,  so  called  be- 
cause once  outside  the  town,  like  our 
St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields  at  Chariug- 
cross,  resembles  the  Sau  Pablo  at  Tar- 
ragona (p.  222),  as  well  as  some  of  the 
primitive  churches  in  Gallicia.  It  was 
built  in  913  by  Wilfred  II.,  as  an  in- 
scription let  in  the  wall  near  the  cloister 
shows.  Observe  the  small  double  clus- 
tering pillars  with  engrailed  arches, 
the  Norman  romauesque  capitals  of 
boars,  griffins,  and  leaves. 

San  Pere  de  las  Puellas  was  built  in 
980  by  Count  Sunario  after  the  same 
style  as  San  Pablo,  when  the  earlier 
church,  erected  by  Louis  le  Dc'bon- 
naire,  was  destroyed  by  Al-Mansur. 
Observe  the  singular  capitals,  in  one 
of  which  the  prickly  pear  is  intro- 
duced : the  women,  when  at  mass  in 
this  low  dark  church,  muffled  in  their 
white  munlulinaa  de  punta,  look  like 
the  dead  in  shrouds.  The  ecclesiastical 
archaiologist  will  visit  Santa  Ana, 
built  in  1146,  in  the  form  of  a cross, 
by  Guilermo  II.,  patriarch  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  in  imitation  of  the  church 
of  the  Sepulchre  ; unfortunately,  the 
trausept  and  Presbiterio  have  been  mo- 
dernised. San  Jaime,  built  in  1394,  has 
a noble  nave.  San  Cucufat  was  rebuilt 
in  1297,  on  the  spot  where  the  tutelar 
was  baked,  hence  called  del  homo  : he 
was  martyrised  by  Dacian,  July  25,  by 
being  broiled  on  a gridiron.  His  prayers 
having  put  out  the  fire,  he  was  then 
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beheaded.  Ilis  body  was  afterwards 
found  at  St.  Denis,  and  given  by  Louis 
le  Ddbonnaire  to  protect  Barcelona 
from  the  Moors ; part  of  it  was  afto 
taken  to  Santiago.  The  Barcelonese 
rebuilt  this  tutelar’s  church  in  1 827. 

The  single  nave  at  San  Just  y Pastor 
(see  Alcala  de  Heoares)  is  very  fine: 
it  was  built  in  1345  on  the  site  of  an 
earlier  church  ; it  possessed  many  pri- 
vileges, e.  q.  in  disputed  cases  of  duels, 
sailors’  wills,  and  Christians  cheated  by 
Jews.  San  Ayustin  is  a modern  edifice, 
built  in  1750,  and  of  no  merit,  although 
much  more  admired  by  the  natives  I 
than  these  venerable  piles.  Santa  Maria 
del  Pi  has  a noble  single  nave,  a rich  ; 
portal,  and  fine  tower:  it  was  built  in 
1380.  In  the  Capilla  San  Miyuel  is 
buried  Autouio  Viladomat,  the  only 
painter  of  whom  Catalonia  can  boast ; 
born  1678,  ob.  1756,  the  last  ray  of 
Murillo  lighted  on  his  pallet:  his  style 
is  simple,  his  drawing  correct,  and  his 
colouring  rich  and  natural.  His  works 
are  seldom  to  be  met  with  out  of  Bar- 
celona, and  there  they  are  neither  | 
valued  nor  taken  care  of,  since  no 
great  town  possesses  fewer  pictures 
than  this  rich  mart  of  money-making 
traders.  The  finest  works  of  Vilado- 
mat, 20  in  number,  and  representing 
the  life  of  St.  Francis,  were  placed  in 
the  noble  cloisters  of  his  convent,  and 
were  burnt  by  the  mob  in  1835.  These 
cloisters,  when  we  saw  them,  were  also 
filled  with  curious  tombs  of  the  12th, 
13th,  and  14th  centuries  ; the  sepulchres 
of  the  Arragonese  royal  family,  which 
stood  on  each  side  of  the  altar,  were 
destroyed  by  the  constitutionalists  in 
1823.  San  Francisco  is  said  himself  to 
have  visited  this  convent,  and  his  cell 
was  shown  in  a small  patio,  and  in- 
scribed “ Celia  Fratris  Francisci  de 
Assisi,  anno  1211.” 

The  architect  and  antiquarian  must 
examine  among  the  public  and  private 
buildings  the  Casa  de  Dusai,  Calle 
del  llegomir,  as  the  rich  court-yard, 
with  its  classical  pillars  and  sculpture, 
has  been  ascribed  to  Daniel  Forment. 
In  the  house  of  the  Cardonas,  near  the 
Bajada  de  San  Miyuel,  is  another  fine 
patio.  Observe  also  the  staircase,  the 
'i  borate  roof,  the  spiry  pillars,  win- 


dow decorations,  carvings,  and  coats 
of  arms.  El  Palau,  Calle  dels  Tern- 
plaris,  belonged  first  to  the  Templars, 
and  then  it  became  the  palace  of  the 
wives  of  the  Counts  of  Barcelona. 
The  chapel  was  public,  and  marvel- 
lously endowed  with  indulgences,  be- 
cause the  prow  of  the  galley  Victoria, 
in  which  Don  John  of  Austria  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Lepanto,  was 
placed  there.  The  audiencia  or  dipu- 
tacion,  founded  in  1365,  was  rebuilt  in 
1609  by  Pedro  Blay,  in  the  Herrera 
style : the  front  is  much  admired,  but, 
as  usual,  it  is  disfigured  by  square 
port-hole  windows.  Here  the  “ lie- 
gente”  or  chief  justice  presides ; his 
jurisdiction  extends  over  1,471,950 
souls:  3903  persons  were  tried  in  1844, 
which  gives  an  average  of  one  in  377. 
The  ceiling  and  portraits  of  the  Condes 
in  the  court  or  Sala  deserve  notice : 
here  are  the  archives  of  Aragon, 
which  are  the  finest  in  Spain,  exceed- 
ing 8000  volumes,  and  coming  down 
from  874 ; they  are  very  complete  and 
well  arranged,  and  are  mines  of  his- 
torical information  yet  to  be  explored : 
the  original  court-yard  is  preserved, 
with  precious  specimens  of  elegant 
Gothic  work.  The  public  is  admitted 
to  see  the  saloons  on  St.  George’s  Day, 
free  gratis;  but  a silver  key  at  all 
times  secures  admission.  The  Casa 
consistorial,  built  in  1369-73,  possesses 
an  equally  beautiful  patio:  observe 
the  twisted  pillars,  the  rich  details  of 
windows,  doors,  and  the  Doric  facade 
of  the  front  which  overlooks  the  gar- 
den. The  towers  of  the  Bishop’s  Pa- 
lace are  said  by  some  to  be  Phoenician, 
but  they  are  probably  mediaeval.  Op- 
posite San  Ayustin  is  an  elegant  Doric 
portal  of  the  Herrera  period.  The 
Aljama  or  Jews’  quarter  extended 
from  the  Plaza  de  la  Constitucion  to 
the  Calle  del  Call.  The  rich  inhabit- 
ants were  massacred  and  their  houses 
destroyed  in  Aug.  1391,  by  the  mob, 
instigated  by  San  Vicente  de  Ferrer. 

The  Captain-General  lives  in  the 
“ real  Palacio ,”  on  its  Plaza.  The 
edifice  was  built  by  the  city  in  1444 
for  a cloth-hall,  “Holla  des  drops," 
but  in  1514,  when  foreign  wars  de- 
stroyed trade,  this  hall  was  turned  into 
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an  armoury,  until  Philip  IV.,  in  1C52, 
confiscated  the  buildiug  to  punish  the 
rebellious  citizeus,  and  made  it  the 
residence  of  his  viceroy  ; afterwards 
it  was  enlarged  and  modernised  by 
Count  Roncali.  This  plaza  was  much 
exposed  to  the  bombardments  of  Sept. 
1843,  especially  the  Casa  Lunja,  the 
exchange,  once  a superb  Gothic  pile, 
and  built  in  1383;  this  gem  was  mo- 
dernised in  1770  by  the  corporation, 
who  employed  a French  architect,  ! 
whose  improvements  were  so  bad  that 
even  the  municipality  were  ashamed, 
and  pulled  them  dowu  in  their  turn,  , 
The  existing  pile  was  reared  in  1772 
by  Juan  Soler ; it  is  heavy,  has  many 
facades,  a Tuscan  portal,  and  arched 
terrace;  a noble  Gothic-pillared  saloon 
in  the  interior  has  fortunately  been 
spared:  the  patio  contains  some  se- 
cond-rate marble  statues  of  Europe, 
Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  by  Bover 
and  Olive  : the  Neptune  and  dolphins 
of  the  fountain  are  by  Traves  and 
Sola,  and  the  statues  on  the  fine  stair- 
case of  Commerce  and  Industry  are 
by  one  Gurri.  In  the  large  saloon  are 
a Laocoon  and  an  Aragonese  soldier, 
by  Campeny,  and  two  gladiators  by 
Bover,  but  the  whole  lot  are  very  or- 
dinary. The  frescoes  in  the  Sala  de 
Sesiones,  the  portrait  of  the  Queen, 
and  the  statues  by  Campeny,  are  not 
much  better  ; indeed  inside  and  out- 
side everything  bespeaks  mediocrity 
of  art,  notwithstanding  the  gratuitous 
schools  which  are  opened  here,  and  ( 
the  lectures  which  are  delivered  on  j 
the  various  branches  of  knowledge  at  j 
the  expense  of  the  Junta  de  Comercio.  \ 
A new  royal  palace  is  building,  and 
not  in  the  purest  taste. 

The  adjoining  aduana  was  built  in 
1792,  by  Count  Roncali;  here  is  the 
Tuscan  again,  and  heaviness  ad  nau- 
seam ; the  vexations  it  entailed  on  the 
designer  caused  his  death  in  1794. 
Since  the  Norman-Gothic  period,  Bar- 
celona, like  Cadiz,  has  produced  few 
eminent  men.  In  early  tunes  the  Jews 
were  by  far  the  most  pre-eminent. 
Among  men  of  literary  merit  may  be 
cited  Masdeu  the  antiquarian,  and 
Capmany  the  political  economist. 

The  ship-crowded  port  of  Barcelona  . 


opposite  this  plaza  is  spacious,  but 
never  was  very  good,  as  it  is  exposed 
to  the  S.,  and  is  subject  to  be  choked 
up  by  deposits  from  the  river.  A mole 
was  begun  by  the  Spaniards  in  1439, 
but  it  was  carried  away  by  the  sea ; 
they  then  employed,  in  1477,  one 
Stacio,  an  engineer,  from  Egypt, 
whose  work  has  been  strengthened 
from  time  to  time.  The  breakwater, 
made  of  stones  from  the  quarries  of 
Moujuich,  was  improved  in  1802,  by 
John  Smith  and  Timothy  Koch.  Du- 
ring the  war,  when  the  Mediterranean 
became  an  English  lake,  the  port,  like 
that  of  Tarragona,  being  useless,  was 
neglected  by  the  French  and  almost 
ruined.  Vast  sums  have  since  been 
laid  out  in  cleansing  it,  aud  a steamer 
employed  for  that  purpose.  Here, 
Jan.  17,  1543,  the  first  steamer  ever 
made  was  launched,  by  Blasco  de 
Garay,  in  the  presence  of  Charles  V., 
but  his  treasurer,  one  liavago,  opposed 
the  invention,  which  fell  to  the  ground. 
The  port  is  guarded  to  the  1.  by  the 
“ Ciududela”  aud  the  fort  San  Carlos. 
The  former  was  erected  by  the  French 
under  Philip  V.,  as  a Bastile  to  ter- 
rorize the  citizeus.  In  a military  point 
of  view  it  is  of  no  great  value,  being 
commanded  by  Montjuieh;  but  it  was 
destined  to,  oppress,  not  to  protect. 
The  Bourbon,  in  order  to  erect  this 
citadel,  razed,  in  1715,  37  streets,  3 
churches,  and  2000  houses.  The  form 
is  pentagonal,  laid  out  after  the  system 
of  Vauban.  There  is  a spacious  espla- 
uade,  barracks,  and  chapel  inside,  de- 
signed by  Roncali : it  will  contain 
8000,  but  was  garrisoned  in  1808  by 
only  20  soldiers.  This  citadel  is  an 
abomination  in  the  eyes  of  the  town’s 
folk;  it  is  a bridle  in  their  mouths, 
and  prevents  the  city’s  increasing  to 
its  full  commercial  growth : hence  the 
attempts  to  null  it  down.  The  cortinas 
del  Rey,  y de  la  Rei/na,  which  face  the 
town,  were  demolished  in  Oct.,  1841, 
when  the  municipality,  having  first 
promised  Zabala  to  protect  it,  actually 
led  the  way  in  the  destruction,  each 
member  carrying  away  a stone  in 
triumph. 

In  order  to  compensate  for  the  dis- 
trict destroyed  by  Philip  V.,  the  Mar- 
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quis  de  la  Mina  built,  in  1755-75,  the 
submarine  suburb  called  Barcelonela. 
The  streets  run  in  straight  lines ; the 
houses  are  low  and  painted  red,  and 
tenanted  by  shipbuilders,  dealers  in 
mariue  stores,  fishermen,  and  washer- 
women. The  architect  was  one  Pedro 
Cermeuo.  The  church,  San  Miguel, 
is  built  in  defiance  of  the  beautiful 
exemplars  of  better  times;  and  the 
worthless  sculpture,  by  one  Costa,  is 
by  no  means  worthy  of  San  Tel  mo, 
the  Spanish  marine  tutelar.  The  tomb 
of  the  Marques,  by  Juan  Henrich,  is 
heavy ; but  his  portrait,  in  marble,  is 
graced  by  a naming  epitaph : “ In 
acie  fulmen,  in  aula  ilamen.’’ 

The  eminence  Monjuich  defends  and 
commands  Barcelona  to  the  right.  It 
was  the  Mohs  Jovis  of  the  Romans ; 
the  Mo  ns  Judaicus  of  the  middle  ages, 
being  the  residence  of  the  Jews ; and 
some  strangely-inscribed  tombstones 
are  yet  to  be  seen  underneath  it.  The 
present  name  may  be  derived  from 
either  of  the  former  appellations.  The 
reddish  hill  is  approached  by  a fine 
zigzag  road  constructed  by  Roncali. 
The  superb  fortifications  are  very 
strong,  shaped  in  an  irregular  penta- 
gon, and  well  provided  with  cisterns 
and  caseinates.  The  panorama,  with 
the  prostrate  city  at  its  feet  And  mercy, 
is  magnificent.  It  was  from  the  bat- 
teries that  Barcelona  was  bombarded 
in  the  “Lesseps  ” insurrection,  1842  ; 
and  again  in  the  Pronunciamiento  of 
1843.  The  Atwrazanas,  or  arsenal, 
were  constructed  by  Jaime  the  con- 
queror, for  the  royal  navy,  and  finished 
in  1243.  The  foundry  was  added  in 
1378;  a portion  of  it  yet  remains.  It 
was  much  improved  under  Charles  III. 
by  one  Miiriz,  a Swiss.  The  rambling 
establishments  and  barracks  cover  a 
large  space,  and  have  been  erected 
from  time  to  time.  The  Sola  de  las 
Armas  is  extensive.  The  heraldic 
arms  of  Bareeloua  are  or,  4 bars  gules, 
with  St.  George's  cross  argent.  These 
were  the  bearings  of  the  old  counts  ; 
and  are  said  to  have  been  assumed  by 
Wifred  el  velloso  (he  had  hair  on  the 
soles  of  his  feet) : after  a battle  with 
the  Normans  he  drew  his  bloody 
fingers  over  his  shield— a truly  soldier- 
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like  blazon ; cruor  horrida  tinxerat 
arma. 

COMMUNICATIONS  WITH  BARCELONA, 
AND  EXCURSIONS. 

There  is  much  talk  of  railroads  to 
Tortosa,  M a taro,  and  Zaragoza  by  Le- 
rida ; meanwhile  there  are  frequent 
and  good  public  conveyances  on  the 
high  roads  which  centre  in  Barcelona : 
see  those  to  Valencia  by  Tarragona, 
Routes  42  and  45 ; that  to  Zaragoza  by 
Lerida,  Route  128;  and  those  to  Per- 
pinan  by  Gerona,  Route  51.  There 
are  regular  steamers  also,  which  ply 
up  the  coast  to  Marseilles  in  about  24 
hours,  and  down  to  Cadiz,  touching  at 
the  principal  maritime  cities  between 
each  terminus. 

No  one  should  omit  to  make  the 
excursion  at  least  to  the  monastery 
Monserrat  and  the  suit-mines  of  Car- 
dona. Those  proceeding  to  Zaragoza 
may  secure  their  places  the  six  davs 
beforehand,  and  having  visited  the 
salt-mines,  strike  off  from  Maiiresa, 
and  take  up  the  diligence  on  the  high 
road  at  Jyualada.  Those  going  to 
Prance,  and  wishing  to  see  the  Pyre- 
nean portion  of  Catalonia,  may  extend 
the  excursion  to  Urgel,  falling  into  the 
high  road  either  at  Fiyueras  or  Ge- 
rona. 
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This  tour,  full  of 

interest 

to  the 

artist,  angler,  and  sportsman,  can  only 
be  ridden.  From  Urgel  it  may  be 
extended  into  the  Spanish  Pyrenees. 
As  the  accommodations  are  alpine, 
take  local  guides,  and  attend  to  the 
provend.  The  summer  months  are 
best  for  this  excursion.  The  mountain 
roads  are  bad  and  intricate.  In  the 
plains  a tedious  communication  is  kept 
up  by  galeras  and  carabas,  but  few 
except  stranger  tourists  ever  adventure 
into  these  hungry  hills. 
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The  traveller  should  leave  Barcelona 
by  the  Puerto  de  Santa  Madrono , as 
the  guns  of  Monjuich  salute  the  rising 
sun ; retrace  the  route  to  Molins  del 
Key  (p.  225).  At  Martorell , Tolobris, 
Posada  de  la  Cruz , is  a bridge  over  the 
Llobregat,  which  is  attributed  to  Han- 
nibal by  the  learned,  and  to  the  devil, 
as  usual,  by  the  vulgar.  The  pointed 
centre  arch,  which  is  very  steep  and 
narrow  to  pass,  is  133  feet  wide  in  the 
span,  and  is  unquestionably  a work 
of  the  Moors,  but  the  triumphal  arch 
is  as  certainly  Roman,  and  however 
corroded  by  time,  the  foundations  are 
perfect,  and  wrought  with  the  precise 
bossage  masonry  of  Merida  and  Al- 
cantara. According  to  an  inscription, 
it  was  built  by  Hannibal,  535  u.c.,  in 
honour  of  Amilcar.  It  was  restored 
iu  17C8  by  Charles  III.  Passing  the 
Noya,  which  flows  down  from  Igualada 
into  the  Llobregat,  the  mouutain  ske- 
leton Monserrat  rises  nobly  out  of  its 
wooded  base : the  convent,  with  its 
cypresses  and  gardens,  is  soon  seen  in 
the  midway  height. 

Esparrayuera,  population  2500,  is  a 
dingy,  dirty  town,  of  solid  houses. 
The  window  ornaments  and  fine  pro- 
jecting-roof  soffits  are  quite  Aragon- 
ese. The  high  road  to  Zaragoza  keeps 
to  the  r.  through  Colbato  and  Bruch : 
the  latter  is  the  site  where  the  Catalan 
peasantry  first  defeated  the  French. 
Schwartz  was  sent,  June  5,  1808,  by 
Duhesme  to  terrorise  Manresa,  because 
there  the  standard  of  Catalan  resistance 
had  first  been  hoisted.  The  blunder- 
ing Swiss  lost  a day  at  Martorell ; thus 
time  was  given  for  the  somaten,  or 
tocsin,  to  be  rung,  and  the  armed  pea- 
santry collected,  headed  by  a merchant 
named  Francisco  Riera.  The  Catalan 
yuerrilleros  were  called  Sumaienes, 
from  this  bell,  and  they  were  always 
renowned  for  the  unwarlike  warfare 
of  border  foray  ; for  such  is  the  mean- 
ing of  auother  of  their  names,  Almo- 
yavares,  frontier  soldiers,  employed  in 
border  warfare,  Arabice  Ghuwaru. 
Schwartz,  taking  fright  at  a drum- 
mer-boy’s tattoo,  and  fancying  that  he 
was  met  by  regular  troops,  fell  back 
when  he  ought  to  have  advanced. 
Then  the  Catalans  pursued  him  to 


; Esparrayuera,  which'  the  French 
( burnt  and  sacked.  Duhesme,  known 
. here  as  el  cruel , remembering  Cliabran’s 
bloody  conduct  at  Arbos,  chose  him  as 
his  fit  instrument  to  burn  Manresa. 
He,  like  Schwartz,  was  encountered 
June  11,  at  Bruch,  by  the  Catalans, 
was  beaten,  and  fled,  pursued  by  the 
peasants  up  to  the  walls  of  Barcelona. 
Wretched  Esparraguera  was  again 
sacked  by  him  in  his  retreat,  as  Arbos 
was  in  his  advance. 

Visit  without  fail  the  parish  church, 
which  has  a good  tower;  because  in 
it  is  the  miraculous  image  of  the 
Virgin,  recently  brought  down  from 
Monserrat,  where  it  had  been  for 
nearly  1000  years.  For  its  history 
I consult  ‘ Compendia  Historico,’  Juan 
, de  Villafaue,  fol..  Mad.,  1740,  p.  349  ; 

, the  ‘ Coronica’  of  Antonio  Yepes,  vol. 

| iv. ; and  the  * Compendia  Historial,' 

\ Manuel  Texero,  Barcelona ; and  Esp. 
Say.  xxviii.  35 ; and  for  the  legend  of 
Quarin,  the  different  editions  of  the 
‘ Hi  star  ia  de  la  Perta,’  Agraiz,  Barce- 
lona. 1511,92,  1627,  and  the  Ilistoria 
verdadera  de  Juan  Guarin,  4 to.,  Bar- 
celona, 1778.  The  curious  may  collect 
some  of  the  early  catalogues  of  the 
miracles  worked  by  the  Viryen  de  Mon- 
serrat’s  image,  which  were  printed  for 
pilgrims,  and  sold  by  the  monks.  The 
most  authentic  is  the  ‘Lihto  de  la  Ilis- 
toria  y Milayros,’  compiled  by  Pedro 
de  Burgos,  abbot  from  1512  to  36.  lu 
the  black  letter  edition,  Barcelona, 
1550,  only  288  miracles  are  reported, 
but  they  increased  so  daily,  that  new 
editions  were  called  for  in  1605,  27, 
and  71. 

The  image  was  made  by  St.  Luke, 
and  brought  to  Barcelona  in  the  year 
50  by  St.  Peter.  In  717  the  Goths 
hid  it  away  from  the  invading  Moors 
iu  the  hill,  where  it  remained  until 
880,  wheu  some  shepherds  were 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  heavenly 
lights  and  singing  angels  ; thereupon 
the  bishop  of  Vique  came  in  person, 
and  being  guided  by  a sweet  smell, 
found  the  image  in  a cave,  but  it  re- 
fused to  be  moved ; whereupon  a small 
I chapel  was  built  on  the  spot,  in  which 
! it  remained  160  years.  A nunnery 
was  then  founded,  which  in  976  was 
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converted  into  a Benedictine  convent. 
Benedict  XIII.  raised  the  Abbot  in 
1410' to  the  dignity  of  the  mitre.  In 
1492  further  privileges  were  granted 
by  Alexander  VI.  It  rested  on  the 
primitive  altar  nearl^  700  years,  until 
a new  chapel  was  built  in  1592,  to 
which  it  was  removed,  July  11,  1599, 
by  Philip  II.  in  person : there  it  re- 
mained until  1835,  when  the  convent 
was  suppressed,  and  it  was  brought 
down. 

It  is  rudely  carved  out  of  dark  wood 
and  holds  the  child  in  its  lap;  the 
dress  and  wardrobe  are  most  splendid, 
as  emperors  and  kings  vied  with  the 
devout  in  pious  offerings.  Night  and 
day,  lights  blazed  before  the  graven 
image,  in  74  precious  lamps,  which 
were  plundered  by  the  French. 

The  legend  runs  thus : towards  the 
end  of  the  ninth  century  the  devil 
entered  the  body  of  Riquilda,  daughter 
of  W ifred  el  velloso,  so  the  father  sent 
her  to  Juan  Guar  in,  the  hermit  of  the 
Virgin’s  cave,  in  order  to  have  her 
exorcised.  The  temptation  was  too 
great ; and  in  one  moment  the  exer- 
ciser cancelled  a chastity  of  a century’s 
duration.  The  dread  of  discovery  of 
his  first  crime  led  to  the  perpetration 
of  a second,  and  he  next  cut  the  throat 
of  his  violated  victim,  and  fled  to 
Rome.  There  the  pope  ordered  him 
to  go  back  on  all  fours,  and  never  to 
look  np  until  pardoned  by  Heaven. 
Thus  punished  he  almost  degenerated 
into  a wild  creature,  and  at  length  was 
found  by  Wifred  when  out  hunting ; at 
the  ena  of  seven  years  a voice  from 
heaven  told  him  to  look  up,  he  did  so, 
and  recovered  his  human  form  and 
senses.  Guarin  now  led  the  count  to 
the  mountain,  where  Riquilda  re- 
appeared alive,  with  only  a red  rim  on 
her  throat ; her  virginity  also  was  re- 
stored by  a very  great  miracle,  and  she 
became  the  first  abbess  of  the  convent. 

The  extraordinary  mountain  is  called 
Monserrat,  quasi  “ Mons  Serratus,” 
ripiovuros,  and  it  is,  indeed,  jagged  as 
a saw.  The  legends  say  that  it  was 
thus  rent  at  the  moment  of  the  cruci- 
fixion. It  rises  an  isolated  grey  mass, 
chiefly  of  pudding-stone,  being  some  8 
L.  in  circumference.  The  pinnacles 


range  about  3300  feet  high.  The  out- 
line is  most  fantastic,  consisting  of 
cones,  pyramids,  buttresses,  nine-pins,- 
sugar-loaves,  which  are  here  jumbled 
by  nature  in  a sportive  mood.  More 
than  500  different  plants  grow  here. 
The  box-trees  are  magnificent : from 
these  the  monks  carved  spoons,  which, 
stained  with  red,  were  sold  to  pilgrims 
to  assist  digestion,  and  nothing  eaten 
out  of  them  ever  disagreed.  On  the 
Virgin’s  day,  Sept.  8,  sometimes  3000 
people  went  up  to  her  shrine. 

As  the  heights  are  gained,  the  views 
become  more  extensive,  sweeping  over 
the  sea  to  Manresa  and  the  Pyrenees. 
Here  and  there,  perched  like  nests  of 
the  solitary  eagle,  are  the  ruins  of  for- 
mer hermitages,  burnt  by  the  French. 
The  extensive  convent  is  placed  under 
a tremendous  rocky  screen,  on  a sort 
of  esplanade,  overlooking  the  Llobre- 
gat,  which  flows  deep  below.  The 
ride  from  Barcelona  takes  from  ten  to 
twelve  hours.  Those  who  come  in  a 
carriage  will  find  at  Colbato  an  inn, 
Fonda  de  Monserrat,  where  you  can 
hire  mules  to  ascend  to  the  convent : 
the  charge  for  each,  up  and  down,  is 
two  pesetas.  Formerly  strangers  were 
received  by  the  monks,  who  had  a 
separate  range  of  buildings  to  lodge 
pilgrims  gratuitously.  Now  reform 
has  swept  away  both  monk  and  wel- 
come, although  a sort  of  accommoda- 
tion is  to  be  had,  being  paid  for,  from 
a person  placed  to  show  the  present 
abomination  of  desolation.  Bring  your 
proveud. 

On  one  side  of  the  entrance  Patio 
is  part  of  the  old  edifice,  and  some 
crumbling  sepulchres;  the  ruined  clois- 
ters, gardens,  walks,  are  overrun  with 
nettles ; as  above  these  rise  rocks  of  a 
terrific  perpendicular,  a mass  was  al- 
ways said  to  the  Vigin  to  preveut  their 
falling  on  the  convent,  which  a portion 
once  did,  and  destroyed  the  infirmary  : 
the  chapel  is  now  sadly  desecrated.  The 
Retablo  was  carved  by  Esteban  Jor- 
dan ; the  magnificent  Reja  is  by  Chris- 
tobal  de  Salamanca,  1578.  On  this 
site,  see  the  mural  inscription,  in  1 522, 
Loyola  watched  before  the  Virgin, 
previously  to  dedicating  himself  to  her 
as  her  knight,  and  the  founding  his 
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order  of  Jesuits  : he  laid  his  sword  on 
her  altar. 

A morning  should  be  devoted  to 
scrambling  about  the  mountain,  and 
examining  its  geology,  botany,  and 
picturesque  scenery.  The  hermitages 
were  once  13  in  number;  each  was 
separate,  and  with  difficulty  accessible. 
All  is  now  silent,  desecrated,  and 
ruined,  the  work  of  the  French,  who 
came  here  often : they  owed  a repub- 
lican grudge  to  Monserrat,  because  the 
monks  had  afforded  a hospitable  asy- 
lum to  their  countrymen  clergy  who 
emigrated  in  1792.  In  the  Lettres  de 
Barcelona , Paris,  1 792,  p.  1 23,  a “ Ci- 
toyen ” deplores  the  reception  given 
here  to  the  Parti  Pretre,  and  enlarges 
on  the  sacred  plate,  eyeing  it  with  a 
philosophical  reflection,  “ how  well  it 
would  melt  in  France a hint  which 
was  afterwards  duly  acted  on.  In  the 
war  of  the  invasion,  during  an  absence 
of  the  French,  the  Monserrat  was  for- 
tified by  Eroles.  Suchet,  in  July, 
1811,  gained  the  height,  when  his  sol- 
diers amused  themselves  with  hunting 
the  hermits  like  chamois  in  the  cliffs, 
and  having  butchered  them,  proceeded 
to  the  convent,  plundered  the  altars, 
hung  the  monks,  robbed  even  the  poor 
pilgrims,  and  then  burnt  the  fine 
library. 

The  traveller  should  visit  the  ruined 
hermitages  of  Santa  Ana,  San  Benito, 
not  forgetting  La  Roca  estrecha.  a sin- 
gular natural  fissure  ; the  highest  and 
most  interesting  of  all  is  the  San  Jero- 
nimo. Here  the  eye  sweeps  over  Ca- 
talonia like  a map:  the  works  of  pious 
men  have  been  destroyed,  all  is  ruined 
save  the  mountain  masonry  and  the 
glorious  sunsets  of  nature. 

From  the  convent  to  Manresa  is  a 
picturesque  ride  of  4 L. ; the  descent  is 
alpine,  amid  rocks,  pines,  and  aromatic 
shrubs.  After  entering  a vine-clad 
country  the  road  ascends  the  Llobregat: 
at  Castellgali,  near  its  junction  with 
the  Gardener,  is  La  Torre  de  Breny,  a 
fine  Roman  monument,  the  origin  and 
object  of  which  are  unknown,  for  the 
interior  evidently  was  never  destined 
for  habitation : the  masonry  is  solid 
and  well  preserved.  Observe  the  frieze 
and  cornice  richly  adorned  with  flowers 


and  scrollwork,  and  two  lions  in  the 
act  of  pouncing  upon  a human  figure. 
Manresa  soon  appears : it  was  the  Ro- 
man Minorisa  and  capital  of  the  Jace- 
tani : the  Posada  del  Sol  is  tolerable. 
Manresa,  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
cities  in  Catalonia,  is  the  chief  town 
of  its  fertile  well-irrigated  district:  it 
contains  14,000  busy  cloth-making 
souls,  and  a Sen,  which,  without  being 
a cathedral,  is  in  dignity  higher  than 
a colei/iata,  being  presided  over  by  a 
Pavorde,  a dignitary  equal  to  four 
canons.  Manresa  was  the  first  to  ring 
out  the  Somaten — the  tocsin  bell — after 
Murat’s  butcheries  on  the  dos  de  mayo: 
hence  Duhesme  twice  sent  there  his 
incendiaries  Schwartz  and  Chabran, 
who  were  both  repulsed  at  Batch  ; but 
March  30,  1811,  Marshal  Macdonald 
came  in  person  with  the  torch,  and  set 
the  example  by  firing  his  own  quarter, 
riding  to  a height  to  enjoy,  like  Nero, 
the  “ beautiful  sight.”  More  than  800 
houses,  with  churches  and  manufacto- 
ries, were  burnt ; nor  were  even  the 
hospitals  spared,  and  in  vain  the  phy- 
sicians produced  to  Gen.  Saline  the 
actual  agreement,  signed  by  French 
and  Spanish  commanders,  that  the  asy- 
lums of  suffering  humanity  should  be 
sacred.  The  sick  were  tom  from  their 
beds,  the  wards  sacked  and  burnt, 
“many  patients  were  butchered,  and 
even  children  in  the  orphan  asylum 
infamously  abused.”  See  for  historic 
details,  Southey  (28),  Toreno  (xv.),  and 
Schepeler  (iii.  402).  But  the  perpe- 
trators met  with  their  reward,  for  the 
Somatenes  and  peasants,  when  they 
beheld  the  face  of  heaven  reddened 
with  indignation  at  this  blood  and  in- 
cendiarism, rose  in  arms,  and  the 
French  fled,  losing  many  in  their  re- 
treat (Nap.  xiii.  4).  The  Catalan  knife 
avenged  Manresa,  and  -the  blackened 
ruins  yet  remain  a silent  but  crying 
record  of  the  past,  and  a warning  for 
the  future. 

The  Sen  is  a noble  church,  but  the 
invaders  smashed  in  much  of  the  su- 
perb painted  glass,  overturned  the 
pulpits,  and  made  the  chancel  a cavalry 
barrack.  The  edifice  is  built  of  a 
brown  stone,  with  a fine  belfry-tower 
and  open  crown-like  termination ; the 
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exterior  of  the  Coro  is  divided  by 
Gothic  niches,  and  painted  with  bishops 
and  8aintsin  a coarse  fresco.  The  high 
altar,  with  its  jasper  crypt  chapel,  and 
the  usual  Saracens’  heads  under  the 
organ,  are  imitations  of  the  Barce- 
lonese type.  The  font  is  very  elegant : 
observe  the  rose  window  and  painted 
glass  with  the  Ascension  of  the  Virgin ; 
the  rich  red  and  blue  colours  are  splen- 
did. Manresa  is  a quaint  scrambling 
town,’  with  tortuous  streets  and  old- 
fashioned  houses.  The  views  are 
charming ; from  the  narrow  old  bridge 
the  cathedral  rises  grandly  above 
river-cascades,  ravines,  rocks,  gardens, 
cypresses,  walls,  and  buildings.  The 
Cuera  de  San  Ignacio  is  the  great  lion, 
and  the  view  from  the  esplanade  is 
glorious.  The  jagged  Monserrat  towers 
in  the  distance,  from  whence  the  Vir- 
gin smiled  continually  at  the  saint 
while  doing  penance  in  his  cave.  The 
convent  is  of  the  bad  period  of  1660, 
with  Ionic  decorations— angels  and 
corrupt  architecture.  The  portal  of 
the  Cveva  was  left  unfinished  in  con- 
sequence of  the  expulsion  of  the  Je- 
suits. The  cave  is  lined  with  marbles 
and  poor  sculpture,  by  Carlos  Grau: 
observe  at  the  altar  the  saint  in  this 
cave  writing  his  book,  and  his  first 
miracle  the  saving  a boy’s  fowl  from 
a well.  The  pulverised  stone  of  this 
cave  is  taken  medicinally  by  the  pea- 
sants. Here  also  is  his  crucifix,  from 
whose  wounds  blood  streamed  forth. 

Ignacio  Loyola,  born  in  Guipuzcoa 
in  1491,  began  life  as  a soldier,  and 
was  wounded  by  the  French  during 
the  siege  of  Pamplona  in  1521.  He 
was  cured  by  St.  Peter,  who  came 
down  from  heaven  on  purpose  (Rihad. 
ii.  387).  During  his  illness  he  read 
the  lives  and  legends  of  saints,  and 
determined  on  a spiritual  career,  and, 
first,  did  penance  a year  in  this  eave, 
The  Virgin  having  actually'  recon- 
ceived him  (Ribad.  ii.  408).  Having 
dedicated  himself  to  her  at  Monserrat, 
he  went  to  Paris,  collected  a few  dis- 
ciples, and  proceeded  to  Rome  to  ask 
for  papal  permission  to  found  his 
society,  our  Saviour  “ appearing  to 
him  in  person,  to  promise  his  assist- 
ance.” Constituted  by  a bull  in  1540, 


the  order  rapidly  extended.  Loyola 
was  the  chief  for  1 5 years,  and  died 
July  81,  1556,  aged  63.  He  was 
canonized  by  Gregory  XV.,  March  12, 
1622.  It  has  been  calculated  that  the 
Jesuits’  property  in  Spain,  under 
Charles  III.,  was  worth  more  than 
three  millions  sterling.  The  Jesuits 
at  length  became  too  mighty  for  kings 
and  popes ; and  the  order  was  annulled 
July  21,  1773,  by  Gangauelli.  They 
were  expelled  from  Spain,  March  31, 
1767,  under  circumstances  of  singular 
perfidy  and  cruelty.  How  Aranda 
managed  the  blow  with  Charles  III.  is 
detailed  by  Blanco  White,  4 Doblado 
Letters,'  p.  445. 

No  artist  ever  painted  the  stealthy 
grimalkin  Jesuit  like  Roelas.  Ribalta 
imitated  Sebastian  del  Piombo,  and 
took  the  Schidoni  look  of  these  “ men 
in  black  from  under  the  ground.” 
Loyola  adopted  for  the  costume  of  his 
order  the  usual  dress  worn  in  Spain 
by  the  secular  clergy,  which  consists 
of  a black  gown  and  a huge  hat,  a 
yard  long,  turned  up  at  the  sides ; it 
is  the  dress  of  Don  Basilio  in  the 
Marriage  of  Figaro : none,  however, 
can  understand  the  fine  arts  of  Spain, 
as  connected  with  the  Jesuits,  without 
reading  his  authorised  life,  4 Vida  del 
Santo,  Nieremberg,’  Mad.  1636,  3rd  ed. 
There  are  many  others  ; one  by  H.  L. 
Ortiz,  fol..  Sevilla,  1679;  and  another 
by  Francisco  de  Mattos,  fol.,  1718. 
For  Manresa,  consult  Epitome  Histo- 
rico  de  M.,  Juan  Gaspar  Roig,  4to., 
Barcelona,  1694;  and  of  its  saints  by 
Jnan  Gemes,  6vo.  1607. 

Those  who  are  going  to  Zaragoza, 
and  only  intend  visiting  the  salt-mines 
at  Cardona,  must  allow  two  days  from 
Manresa  to  go  and  return ; then  they 
may  ride  to  Igualada  to  take  up  the 
diligence,  leaving  Monserrat  on  their 
1.  hand.  This  wild  ride  took  us  the 
better  part  of  an  October  day : a guide 
is  necessary.  Passing  through  the 
straggling  village  of  Guardiola,  amid 
vines  and  pine-groves,  the  track  winds 
sometimes  along  the  beds  of  streams, 
at  others  over  a Scotch-looking  country. 
The  peasantry  are  poor  and  laborious ; 
the  farm-houses  solid.  Quitting  the 
miserable  Ode na,  with  its  marble  rocks 
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and  polygonal  tower,  we  reach  the  peasantry.  It  has  a Gothic  colegiata, 
high  road  to  Aragou,  through  which  dedicated  to  San  Vicente,  in  which  are 
the  Zaragoza  and  Barcelona  diligences  some  sepulchres  of  the  Cardona  family, 
pass  at  the  clean  town  of  lyuulada  whose  ancient  but  now  degraded  palace 
(R.  129).  yet  remaius.  In  the  citadel  is  the 

The  road  from  Manresa  to  Suria  is  chapel  where  San  Ramon  Nonat,  one 
tolerable;  it  runs  through  a wild  of  the  greatest  of  Catalonian  saints, 
country,  where  pine-trees  are  mingled  died  ; and  who  is  appealed  to  in  Spain 
with  vines.  Suria,  an  ancient-looking,  in  cases  of  sterility,  and  to  assist  diffi- 
unwhitewashed  town,  rises  on  a hill  cult  parturitions.  He  was  called  Nonat 
over  the  Cardener,  up  whose  valley  because,  like  Macduff,  he  was  “ from 
the  route  winds.  A similar  country  his  mother’s  womb  untimely  ripped,” 
continues,  until,  ascending  a stony  r:se,  non-nutu ft.  Thus  born  in  1198,  he  be- 
Cardona  appears,  with  its  castle  towers  came  a monk,  was  called  el  Santo 
and  long  lines  of  fortifications,  strag-  J'raiU,  and  was  made  a cardinal  by 
gling  town,  cypress  gardens,  and  arched  Gregory  IX.  After  performing  many 
buildings.  The  celebrated  and  inex-  miracles,  he  died  at  Cardona  in  August, 
haustible  mine  lies  below  the  town,  to  1240,  the  angels  attending  his  couch, 
the  1.,  before  reaching  the  bridge.  It  A quarrel  now  arose  as  to  who  was  to 
is  an  absolute  mountain  of  salt,  emerg-  have  and  keep  his  remains.  This  was 
ing  in  a jagged  outline,  nearly  500  feet  thus  settled  by  King  Jaime:  He 

high  ; it  diners  from  Mimjlanilla,  as  ordered  the  corpse  to  be  put  on  a blind 
being  on  the  surface:  these  are  the  ! mule, and  to  remain  for  good  wherever 
a\es  opvicroi  mentioned  by  Strabo  (iii.  ! the  animal  might  depose  it  Thus 
213).  The  salt  pinnacles  shoot  forth  laden,  the  quadruped  proceeded  with  its 
from  a brownish  earth,  like  a quarry  burden,  the  church  bells  ringing  of 
of  marble  dislocated  by  gunpowder,  their  own  accord  as  it  passed,  until  it 
The  colours  of-  these  saline  glaciers  rested  at  Portell.  Benedict  XIII. 
vary  extremely,  and  are  brilliant  in  canonised  Ramon  in  1414.  Ample  de- 
proportion  as  the  weather  is  clear.  ' tails  will  be  found  in  his  biographies, 
When  the  sun  shines  they  look  like  by  Pedro  Merino,  4to.,  Salamanca,  and 
stalactites  turned  upside  down,  and  are  Francisco  G.  Fanlo,  4to.,  Zaragoza, 
quite  prismatic,  with  rainbow  tints,  1618,  and  Rihadeneyra,  ii.  605. 
and  reds  and  blues.  It  is  a Sindbad  Those  who  dislike  roughing  it  may 
valley  of  precious  stones.  Some  of  the  now  return  ; but  the  sportsman  anil 
grottos  look  like  fairy  cells,  lined  as  it  lover  of  wild  nature  will  push  on  to 
were  with  preserved  fruits,  sparkling  the  mountains.  Let  them  take  a 
with  crystallised  sugar.  There  is  a guide  and  fill  their  alfurjas,  as  the 
peculiar  mixed  colour,  which  is  called  accommodations  are  bad,  for  these 
arlequino.  The  traveller  should  visit  alpine  recesses  are  rarely  visited  save 
the  fur  ad  mico,  the  hole  of  the  squirrel,  by  the  smuggler.  The  Llobregat 
which  is  said  to  be  a mile  in  depth,  abounds  in  trout.  Advancing,  there- 
The  miners  make  little  articles  of  this  fore,  we  reach  Solnona,  Celsa,  which 
salt,  as  is  done  with  the  fluor-spars  in  > was  made  a bishopric  in  1593  by 
Derbyshire.  These  in  the  dry  air  of  Philip  II.:  it  is  in  the  heart  of  Cata- 
Spain  never  liquefy,  which  they  do  Ionia,  a district  which  few  visit.  To- 
at  once  on  being  brought  to  damp  wards  Urgel  the  plains  are  fertile  in 
England.  ■ fruit  and  corn  ; to  the  N.  the  hills  and 

Crossing  the  Cardener  by  a good  1 woods  abound  in  game.  Solsona,  the 
bridge,  we  ascend  to  Cardona — Ubeda  capital,  rises  above  the  Riu  Negre,  and 
— a town  of  some  2800  souls.  This  contains  lietween  2000  and  3000  souls, 
strong  hill-fort  was  never  taken  by  the  The  square  old  castle,  with  its  round 
French  : thus  in  1711  it  beat  back  towers  at  the  angles,  rises  on  an  emi- 
Philip  V. ; and  again  in  Oct.  1810  it  nence  which  commands  the  town.  The 
baffled  Macdonald  and  his  incendiaries.  Gothic  cathedral  was  begun  in  the 
who  fled,  harassed  by  the  infuriated  11th  century,  and  burnt  by  Marshal 
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Macdonald  in  Oct.  1810.  The  prin-  | 
cipal  portal,  finished  in  1769,  contained 
a statue  of  the  Assumption  of  the 
Virgin ; the  Capilla  de  Nuestra  Senora 
del  Claustro  was  the  holiest  of  the 
chapels.  The  fine  episcopal  palace 
was  built  for  Bishop  Sala  in  1779,  by 
one  Francisco  Pons,  but  the  facade  on 
the  Plaza  is  overdone  with  pilasters 
and  ornaments.  The  traffic  of  Solsona 
is  in  iron,  and  the  women,  like  most  in 
Catalonia,  are  industrious  knitters. 
Leaving  Solsona  we  cross  the  Salada ; 
this  brackish  river,  famous  for  its 
trout,  falls  into  the  beautiful  Segre, 
whose  stream  and  valley  is  now  as- 
cended to  Urgel:  it  rises  in  France, 
and  flows  down  the  valley  of  Put- 
qcerdd,  under  the  rocky  spurs,  to 
Urgel,  and  thence  by  the  plains  to 
Ldrida.  At  Oliana  the  roads  to  U rgel , 
Barcelona,  and  LSrida  branch  off : here 
is  a good  bridge,  and  another  at 
Orqand,  half-way  between  Solsona 
and  Urgel : near  this  the  rocky  gorge 
narrows,  and  the  river  has  forced  a 
most  romantic  pass,  which  is  spanned 
by  three  alpine  bridges — Los  tres 
jnientes.  Thence  to  Urgel — the  Seo,  or 
bishopric,  is  a most  ancient  see,  founded 
in  820;  it  lies  below  the  Pyrenean 
spur,  between  the  rivers  Balira  and 
Segre,  which  unite,  the  former  coming 
down  the  Swiss-like  valley  of  Andorra, 
that  abounds  in  game,  and  of  which 
the  bishop  is  entitled  the  sovereign 
prince.  The  town  is  commanded  by 
the  citadel  on  the  height.  Las  Horcas, 
or  “ Gallows  Hill ;”  its  governor  beat 
back  the  French  in  1794,  by  whom, 
in  revenge,  the  city  was  terribly 
sacked.  This  intricate  country  is  al- 
ways the  heart  and  centre  of  Catalan 
outbreaks.  Here  the  Royalists  took 
up  the  cause  of  Ferdinand  VII.  in 
1 822 ; here  Romagosa  long  held  out 
against  Mina,  who,  bred  to  exterminate 
the  French,  now  tried  his  hand  against 
his  countrymen.  The  plains  below 
are  the  granary’  of  Catalonia  ; they  are 
irrigated  by  a canal  planned  by  Juan 
Soler.  This  Seo  again,  in  1827,  be- 
came the  head-quarters  of  a Carlist 
insurrection  against  the  same  Ferdi- 
nand VII.  because  he  was  getting  too 
liberal,  which  the  Conde  de  Espana 


extinguished  in  a deluge  of  blood.  He 
was  an  adventurer  of  French  origin, 
and  rose  like  many  during  the  Penin- 
sular war,  nobody  exactly  knowing 
how;  not  that  he  behaved  over  well. 
He  was  cunning  enough  to  make  Fer- 
dinand VII.  his  polar  star,  and  served 
him  through  fair  and  foul  with  the  im- 
plicit obedience  of  the  old  Spaniard; 
he  obeyed  to  the  letter  the  king’s  pri- 
vate orders,  and  treated  with  contempt 
those  of  his  ministers.  During  his 
patron’s  life  he  was  an  absolute  auto- 
crat in  Catalonia,  well  fitted  by  his  iron 
rule  to  keep  down  that  stiff-necked 
turbulent  province.  At  the  king’s 
death  he  served  Don  Carlos,  his  suc- 
cessor, with  equal  zeal,  and  then  up- 
held the  very  cause  which  a few  years 
before  he  had  put  down  ; but  mas  pern 
el  Keg  qtte  la  sangre.  He  himself  was 
thus  murdered  at  l ast.  His  head-quarters 
were  at  Urgel,  while  those  of  the  pro- 
vincial Junta  were  near  Berga,  10  L. 
S.E.  Oct.  26,  1839,  he  quitted  Berga 
to  atteud  this  Junta  at  Avia,  where,  ac- 
cording to  the  printed  accounts,  he  was 
well  received  by  his  o*n  aide-de-camp, 
Brigadier  Mariano  Orteu,  and  the 
curate  Ferrer,  who,  at  a given  signal, 
fired  at  him  with  a pistol.  The  wounded 
man  was  denied  even  a cup  of  water 
by  this  curate  and  the  lawyer  Sanz ; he 
was  then  bound  on  a mule,  and  dragged 
about  until  Nov.  1,  when  they  took 
him  to  Ceselles,  and  after  telling  him 
that  he  was  going  to  be  set  free  “ en  su 
pais,”  in  his  own  country,  France,  his 
former  friend,  Orteu,  came  up  and 
shot  him,  the  Conde  exclaiming,  “Ah 
Mariano!”  He  was  then  stabbed  by 
the  knives  of  the  rest  of  the  company ; 
the  body,  tied  with  stones,  was  thrown 
into  the  Segre,  over  the  Puente  de 
Espia,  near  Organa.  It  however 
floated  up,  and  was  buried  by  peasants 
at  the  Coll  de  Nargos,  the  curate  Ferrer 
having  returned  to  Berga  to  assure  the 
Conde’s  partisans  that  he  had  seen  him 
delivered  safely  in  France.  These 
classical  scenes  of  civil  contention 
again,  in  1838,  witnessed  sundry  bush- 
fightings  between  the  Carlist  guer- 
rillero  Tristani  and  the  regular  Chris- 
tinist  general  De  Meer. 

From  Urgel,  a central  point,  many 
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frequented  passes  lead  over  the  Pyre- 
nees into  France ; the  shortest  ascends 
the  Segre. 

ROUTE  47. — URGEL  TO  MONTLUIS. 


Puente  del  Bar 2 1 

Bellver 2i  ..  5 

Pnigcerdti 3 . . 8 

Llivia 1 . . 8 

Montluis 3 ..12 


This  is  a charming  river  and  moun- 
tain ride,  which  seems  made  for  the 
artist,  angler,  and  sportsman : it  runs 
up  the  Garganta,  or  gorge  enclosed  be- 
tween the  S.W.  tail  of  the  Canigu  spine 
and  the  Carol  to  the  N.  It  is  generally 
called  the  Corregimiento  de  Puigcerdd. 
The  valley  of  Cerdana,  Ceretania,  is 
bounded  S.  by  Berga  and  N.  by  France. 
Like  many  of  these  limitrophe  Pyre- 
nean districts  it  became  independent 
soon  after  the  Moorish  invasion  in  731. 
After  long  struggles  against  its  neigh- 
bour the  county  of  Cerdana  became 
merged  in  1196  with  Barcelona,  and 
was  divided  by  the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees 
in  1C69,  when  France  obtained  a portion, 
pushing  down  her  territory  on  the  S. 
or  Spanish  slope  of  the  mountains,  just 
as  the  Spaniards  retain  the  N.  slope  in 
the  Valle  de  Aran,  and  both  in  defiance 
of  geographical  inclinations.  Bellver 
— Pulcher  Visus — as  its  name  implies, 
is  a place  of  beautiful  Swiss-like  views, 
with  some  650  inhabitants.  It  is  built 
on  the  Segre,  with  an  old  ruined  castle, 
a collegiate  church,  and  a custom- 
house. The  district  is  broken  and  ir- 
regular. Puigcerdd  is  the  chief  town, 
the  head  of  Cerdana.  Population  2000. 
It  is  a good  head-quarters  for  the 
fisherman.  Here  the  Rieu  and  Arabor 
unite  with  the  Segre:  the  trout  are 
fine,  and  the  shooting  wild  and  ex- 
cellent, especially  the  Cabra  Montaraz , 
or  Bouquetin.  It  has  a Colegiata  and 
a charming  walk,  and  is  a frontier 
garrison  town.  Llivia— Julia  Libica 
— although  within  the  French  bound- 
ary, is  a Spanish  town.  Here  Santiago 
is  said  first  to  have  preached  the  Gospel 
to  the  Jews  of  Spain.  Population  un- 
der 1000.  It  is  prettily  situated  under 
its  ruined  castle,  and  near  the  source  of 
the  beautiful  Segre.  The  Parroquia  is 
handsome.  Llivia  was  once  an  epis- 
Sp. 


copal  town,  but  the  cathedral  was 
entirely  destroyed  in  732  by  the  Moors. 
Montluis,  Mont  Louis,  is  the  French 
frontier  citadel,  built  on  a conical 
hill  by  Vauban  in  1684,  to  command 
the  narrow  but  easy  and  much-fre- 
quented pass.  (See  Hand-book  for 
France.)  The  second  and  central  pass 
is  by  the  Valle  de  Andorra. 

ROUTE  48. — URGEL  TO  TARASCON. 


San  Julian  ....... 

3 

Andorra * * . 

3 .. 

6 

Soldeu 

3 .. 

9 

Hospitalet  

3 .. 

12 

Tarascon 

6 .. 

18 

This  is  a bridle-road  to  Soldeu,  and 
after  that  carriageable.  The  valley  of 
Andorra  is  a jumble  of  hills,  enclosed 
on  all  sides  by  the  Pyrenean  spurs.  It 
is  about  7 L.  long  by  6 broad.  It  is 
bounded  by  the  French  and  Spanish 
ridges  by  Puigcerdd  to  the  S.  and  E., 
by  the  Comte  de  Foix  (depart,  de 
l’Ariege)  to  the  N.,  and  by  the  Cor- 
regimiento of  Talaru  to  the  W.  It  is 
watered  by  the  Valira,  Ordino,  and  Os : 
it  is  one  of  the  wildest  districts  of  the 
Spanish  Pyrenees,  abounding  in  tim- 
ber, which  is  floated  down  the  Valira 
and  Segre  to  Tortosa.  The  name  An- 
dorra is  derived  from  the  Arabic  Al- 
darra,  “ a place  thick  with  trees.”  It 
is  an  admirable  district  for  fishing  and 
shooting : here  is  found  the  Cabra 
Montaraz,  bears,  boars,  and  wolves. 
This  valley  was  ceded  in  819,  by  Louis 
le  Debonnaire,  to  the  Bishop  Sisebuto, 
and  since  has  maintained  a sort  of  re- 
publican independence  between  France 
and  Spain.  Geographically  considered, 
the  district  ought  to  belong  entirely  to 
France,  to  which  it  is  subject  in  civil 
matters,  being  in  spirituals  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  Urgel. 
The  whole  republic  may  be  some  37 
miles  in  extent  by  30  wide,  E.  and  W. : 
the  population  about  8000.  They  are 
either  pastoral  peasants,  smugglers,  or 
rude  forgers  of  iron. 

The  chief  town  was  originally  at  San 
Julian,  where  a stone  cross  marks  the 
site.  Andorra  now  contains  above 
1000  inhabitants,  and  suffered  much 
during  the  civil  wars  both  from  hostile 
attack  and  suspension  of  commerce  and 
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employment.  The  accommodations  are 
altogether  bad,  as  is  the  whole  route 
to  Soldeti.  To  the  r.  are  the  heights, 
and  the  old  Moorish  castle  of  Carol , a 
name  derived  from  Carolus,  Charle- 
magne. The  Puerto  is  carried  over 
the  Col  de  Puig  Marins,  thence  to 
Hospitalet  (see  Hand-book  for  France, 
R.  97).  Those  who  wish  just  to  go 
into  France  will  find  Saillagouse  one 
of  the  best  of  the  mountain  villages  ; 
the  wild  rocky  scenery  to  the  hamlets 
Porta  and  Poste  is  quite  Salvator 
Rosa-like.  At  Planes,  near  Montluis, 
is  a church,  said  to  be  Moorish,  and 
earlier  than  Charlemagne  ; certainly  it 
is  not  later  than  the  10th  century. 

The  excursions  from  San  Julian  are 
varied,  and  all  full  of  alpine  charms. 
Escaldos  is  an  irregular  picturesque 
hamlet,  with  a fine  trout-stream,  which 
furnishes  a wateivpower  to  the  rude 
iron  forges;  the  ore  is  brought  from 
Carol.  The  hills  around  the  rich  allu- 
vial basin  of  Andorra  abound  in  pine- 
forests,  which  afford  fuel ; nothing  can 
be  prettier  than  the  distant  views  of  the 
villages,  embosomed  in  woods : at  Mont 
Melons  are  three  lakes,  enclosed  by 
lofty  and  fantastic  walls  of  rock. 
Leaving  Escatdos,  proceed  up  the 
valley  of  Embalire,  either  to  Canillo,  I 
or  more  circuitously  by  the  Val  de  \ 
Arensel,  which  is  entered  by  a beauti-  \ 
ful  gorge,  and  then  by  the  narrow  de- 
file to  Urdino  and  Ariege.  A broken 
ridge  separates  Urdino  and  Canillo  ; 
in  the  latter  is  a curious  old  church. 
Thence  on  by  miserable  Soldeu,  beyond 
which  is  the  frontier  line,  and  so  on  by 
Port  de  Framiquel,  a wild  region  of 
Flora,  to  Ax,  in  France,  and  the  sweet 
valley  of  the  Arifege.  Of  course  the 
traveller  will  take  a local  guide,  and 
attend  to  the  provend. 

ROUTE  49. — UHGEL  TO  BOKA1CUA. 


Castellho  .•••••*••  2 * . 
Romamlrin.  ••  4 

Llaborsi  ••  7 

Tirvia  1 ••  8 

Esterri.  .........  3 .,11 

Valencia.  ........  4. .Ili 

Meson  de  lionaigua  . • . . li  13 


This  is  the  western  route  by  the  Pu- 
erto de  Aran.  Ascending  the  pretty  Or- 
dino  is  Castellbd,  with  250  inhabitants,  i 


Romandrin  is  a poor  place  in  the  heart 
of  the  hills.  At  Llaborsi,  a hamlet  of 
iron-workers,  is  a good  bridge  over  the 
Noguera  Pallaresa,  which  here  is  joined 
by  the  Cardos.  Tirvia  is  a better  vil- 
lage, with  400  inhabitants.  Esterri,  like 
all  these  places,  is  a mountain  dwell- 
ing of  hard-working  peasants.  Va- 
lencia has  nothing  in  common  with  the 
voluptuous  city  on  the  sunny  coasts : 
it  is  cold  and  cheerless,  and  constantly 
covered  with  snow,  whence  the  name 
Val  de  Nea.  Its  Puerto  is  frequently 
impassable.  From  thence  we  descend 
into  the  Valle  de  Aran  (see  Index). 
The  whole  of  this  route  is  savage  and 
alpine,  and  devoid  of  accommodations. 


ROUTE  50. — URGEL  TO  GERONA. 


Fomols 

Juxent. 


Bui 

Lillet 

Camlebanol 

lti  poll 

Valfogona 

Olot 

Mieras 

BnAolas  

Geron*.  


2 * 

14  ..  4 

4 ..  8 

2*  ..  10* 
2*  ..  13 
2 ..  13 
1*  ..  16* 
2*  ..  19 
2*  ..  21* 
2*  ..  24 
2 ..  26 


The  country  is  wild  and  broken  to 
Fomols  and  Baga,  which  is  situated  on 
the  Bascareii,  a tributary  of  the  Llobre- 
gat,  with  excellent  trout-fishing.  Iza.ik 
Walton  himself  could  not  wish  for  a 
prettier  district  than  this  whole  ride  to 
Pobla  de  Lillet,  a place  of  some  1 500 
souls,  which  the  angler  may  make  his 
quarters.  The  peasants  are  hard- 
working and  simple,  and  the  women, 
as  all  over  Catalonia,  are  indefatigable 
knitters.  The  trout-stocked  Llobregat 
flows  through  the  hamlet ; near  it  is  a 
round  temple  dedicated  to  San  Miguel, 
said  to  be  one  of  the  8th  century.  The 
angler  may  hence,  skirting  the  hills; 
visit  the  Fresne,  or  Freser,  at  Ribas ; 
and  then  fish  in  the  Ter  to  Camprodon, 
a town  of  500  inhabitants,  sacked  by 
the  French  in  1639,  and  again  Oct.  5, 
1 793,  as  it  lies  close  to  the  frontier. 
Hence  the  traveller  may  cross  the 
Puerto  into  France  to  Prate  de  Mollo, 
and  proceed  up  the  valley  of  the  Tech, 
8 m.  to  Arles  in  France.  Now  the 
Catiigd,  rising  almost  isolated  from  the 
Pyrenean  chain,  spreads  forth  its  spurs 
like  a fan,  and  soars  a real  mountain 
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9141  feet  above  the  plains  of  Roussil- 
lon, bat  the  ascent  is  not  difficult 
The  best  route  is  to  start  from  Arles, 
and,  after  reaching  the  top,  whence 
the  views  over  sea,  river,  mountain, 
and  plain  are  superb,  to  descend  and 
sleep  either  at  the  forge  of  Val  mania  or 
even  at  Prades.  Leaving  Arles  you 
pass  by  the  old  watch-tower  of  Bateres, 
which  looks  over  the  valleys  of  the 
Tech  and  Tet,  and (there  breakfast; 
then  proceed  through  pine-woods  and 
rhododendrons  to  the  summit  (see 
Hand-book  for  France). 

Those  who  continue  in  Spain  may 
descend  the  Llera  from  Camprodon, 
which  falls  into  the  Fluvia  below 
Castellfolit.  Ripoll,  on  the  Ter,  con- 
tains 3000  inhabitants ; it  is  in  a coal 
and  iron  country,  where  rude  nails 
and  fire-arms  are  manufactured.  The 
Benedictine  convent,  dedicated  to  the 
Virgin,  was  built  in  the  tenth  century 
by  the  Abbot  Oliva  ; the  foundation, 
however,  dates  back  to  888 : it  was  au 
Escorial  from  the  9 th  to  the  12th  cen- 
turies. Here  rest  the  early  counts  from 
Wilfred  el  Velloso,  Mir,  Sufie,  Sino- 
fre<u>,  Borrel  II.,  Ramon  de  Berenguer, 
&c. ; the  particulars  of  the  tombs  are 
detailed  in  Yepes  (iv.  218),  and  there 
is  talk  of  saving  them  in  a Museo : the 
cloister  is  very  curious,  especially  the 
romanesque  capitals.  Below  the  town 
the  Fresne,  or  Freser,  runs  into  the 
Ter ; thus  Ripoll  may  well  be  called 
Rivus  Pollens.  The  valley  is  charm- 
ing: the  Ter  in  its  course  to  Vique 
(lows  near  Roda  and  Amer,  through 
some  narrow  and  very  picturesque 
rocks;  but  into  what  lovely  and  se- 
cluded secrets  of  nature  does  not  trout- 
fishing conduct  us ! This  river  is  dif- 
ficult to  fish  in,  as  it  is  apt  to  be  either 
too  low  or  too  full  of  snow  - water. 
0 lot  is.a  more  important  manufactur- 
ing town  of  13,000  souls ; it  is  placed 
between  the  Fluvia  and  the  volcanic 
hill  Montsacopa,  which  is  of  great  geo- 
logical interest.  The  base  is  chiefly 
basalt ; other  craters  exist  on  the  Monte 
Olivet  and  el  Puiy  de  la  Garrinada  to 
the  N.E.,  at  Bosque  de  Tosca,  and  a 
league  distant  at  Santa  Margarita  de 
la  Cot,  as  the  whole  district  is  volcanic, 
and  the  intermediate  plains,  Pla  Sacot 


and  de  la  Davesa,  should  be  explored. 
The  Sopladores,  under  the  hill  Batet, 
are  cool  currents  which  blow  out  of 
the  porous  lava,  and  used  by  the  na- 
tives as  refrigeratories. 

Six  L.  from  Ripoll  and  6$  from 
Olot  is  Vique,  Vich,  Ausona,  a ciudad 
\ and  the  capital  of  its  temperate  and 
fertile  plain  : ancient  Ausona,  accord- 
ing to  native  annalists,  was  founded  by 
Auso,  son  of  Briga,  grandson  of  Noah. 
The  modern  name  Vich  is  a corruption 
of  Vicus,  a Roman  town  which  was 
rased  by  the  Moors  and  rebuilt  in  798. 
Many  Roman  antiquities  have  been 
from  time  to  time  discovered  and  neg- 
lected ; some  inscriptions  are  preserved 
in  the  Esp.  Sag.,  xxviii.,  which  treats 
of  this  diocese.  The  city  is  placed  in 
the  centre  of  its  district,  on  a slope ; 
the  environs  produce  corn  and  fruit, 
and  a bad  wine ; the  population  is  about 
10,000:  the  city  and  environs  possess 
some  rude  manufactures,  adapted  to 
their  own  poor  wants ; the  sausages, 
however,  are  excellent,  and  few  longa- 
nizas  are  more  justly  renowned.  The 
irregular  town  branches  out  like  a 
spider’s  web  from  a centre  group ; it 
has  a pleasant  rambla  and  an  arcaded 
plaza.  Vich  is  the  see  of  a most 
ancient  bishopric,  which  was  restored 
in  880,  and  in  970  was  raised  by 
John  XIII.  to  be  the  metropolitan  of 
Catalonia;  this  dignity,  however,  re- 
verted to  Tarragona  in  the  11th  cen- 
tury, after  its  reconquest  from  the 
Moors.  The  cathedral  was  rebuilt  in 
1038  by  the  Bishop  Oliva.  In  the 
cloisters  of  the  cathedral  are  some 
singular  pillars  and  capitals,  the  work 
of  Berengario  Portell,  of  Gerona,  1323. 
Vich  was  repeatedly  sacked  by  the 
French,  and  near  it,  Feb.  20,  1810, 
Souham  completely  routed  O’Donnell ; 
one  French  charge  put  1 4,000  Spaniards 
to  instant  flight,  their  leader  leading  the 
way  to  the  mountain  hides. 

Barcelona  is  12$  L.  distant  from 
Vich  by  Tona,  1$  L.,  which  is  joined 
to  Colluspina,  and  has  on  its  hill  a 
ruined  castle,  and  an  ancient  church, 
founded  in  888.  Centellas,  or  Santa 
Columa  de  Centellas,  l L.,  is  said  to 
have  been  so  called  from  the  Goth 
Chintila,  who  here  built  a strong  for- 
M 2 
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tress,  now  a ruin ; the  place,  like  Aigua 
Freda , 1 L.,  is  built  on  the  Cougost. 
Thence  2 L.  to  La  Garriga ; 2 more  to 
Granullers,  population  2200,  near  the 
rivers  Besos  and  Congost : observe  on 
the  plaza  the  cobertizo,  supported  by 
pillars:  hence  to  Moncada  3 L.,  under 
its  hill,  which  is  separated  from  lleixach 
by  the  Besos ; the  ferruginous  baths 
are  much  frequented : here  the  Gerona 
high  road  is  entered,  and  2 L.  more 
lead  to  Barcelona.  Hostalrich,  on  the 
high  road  to  Frauce,  lies  7 L.  S.  from 
Vich  : the  cold  Monseuy  ridge  is 
crossed  near  Arbusias,  where,  on  the 
hill  San  Sagismundo,  the  fine  amethysts 
are  found  which  decorate  Catalan  ear- 
rings ; the  shooting  here  is  excellent. 
At  Olot  the  mad  branches  oft'  to  Ge- 


rona,  7 L.,  by  Mieras, 
Figueras  by  Besalti. 

and 

also  to 

ROUTE  51.— BARCELONA 

TO  PEBPINAN. 

Moncada 

. 2 

Montmalo  .... 

. 2 

..  4 

Llinas  . • • • « 

. 2 

..  6 

San  Oloni  . . . ♦ 

. 3 

..  9 

Hostalrich  .... 

. 21 

..  in 

Mallorquinas  . , . 

. 2 

..  13* 

Gerona  • • • • . 

. 4 

..  171 

Bascara  

. 4 

..  21* 

LaJur.quera.  . . . 

• 3 

..  241 

Al  Boulou  .... 

. 3 

..  27* 

Perpiilan 

• 4 

..  31* 

This  is  the  upper  road,  but  is  by  no 
means  so  pleasant  as  that  which  runs 
by  the  coast.  Route  52.  The  country 
to  Gerona,  by  both  roads,  is  densely 
peopled.  This  manufacturing  hive  is 
in  perfect  contrast  with  the  silent,  life- 
less Castiles  and  central  provinces ; we 
seem  to  be  in  another  planet.  This 
corner  of  the  Peninsula  has  from  time 
immemorial  been  exposed  to  the  in- 
vader, who,  whether  Celt,  Gaul,  Roman, 
Goth,  or  French,  have  ravaged  it  in 
their  turns : under  the  reign  of  terror 
of  Duhesme  and  Augereau,  the  air  was 
poisoned  by  the  putrifying  bodies  of 
peasants,  executed  without  even  the 
form  of  a trial  (Toreno,  xi.).  The 
road  is  carried  under  the  cold  Monseny 
range,  amid  a wild  pine-clad  broken 
country ; on  the  heights  of  Llinas, 
Vives  and  Reding  ventured,  Dec.  16, 
1808,  to  oppose  St.  Cyr,  who  was  ad- 
vancing on  Barcelona,  after  the  capture 


of  Rosas,  which  Vives  had  not  even 
attempted  to  prevent.  The  Spaniards 
were  routed,  Vives  running  away  on 
foot.  Reding  on  horseback;  and  yet, 
in  this  broken  country,  by  a proper 
guerrillero  warfare,  the  French,  driven 
to  great  straits,  might  have  easily  been 
cut  off  in  detail  in  the  hills. 

Hostalrich  was  once  the  most  im- 
portant fortress  on  this  high  road,  but 
since  that  by  the  sea-coast  has  been 
opened  it  has  become  secondary.  It 
was  taken  by  the  French  in  1694, 
when  the  town  was  sacked,  and  the 
fortifications  ruined.  They  were  after- 
wards repaired,  and  in  Feb.  1810  were 
held  by  Julian  de  Estrada  for  four 
months  against  Augereau,  the  garrison 
at  last  cutting  out  its  way,  aud  getting 
safely  to  Vich : Augereau  thereupon 
tortured  and  burnt  alive  many  of  the 
unhappy  persons  who  were  left  behind 
, (Schep.  i.  256). 

ROUTE  52. — BARCELONA  TO  GERONA. 


Badalona.  . . 

...  2 

Matard  ... 

...  3 . 

. 5 

St.  Pol  . . . 

. . . 2*  . 

. 7* 

Tordera  . 

. . . 3 . 

. 10* 

Granota  . . . 

. . . 21  . 

. 13 

Gerona  . • . 

. . . 2*  . 

. u* 

A railroad  is  in  contemplation  from 
Barcelona  to  Matard:  meanwhile  this 
coast-line  is  delightful, — a constant  in- 
terchange of  hill  and  plain,  with  the 
blue  sea  on  one  side  and  the  rich  ma- 
ritime strip  on  the  other.  It  is  a sunny 
scene,  where  the  aloe  hedges  the  garden- 
farms  with  impenetrable  palisaae ; the 
cottages  are  neat  and  clean.  There  is 
little  here  of  Castilian  poverty  or  idle- 
ness : all  are  busy,  the  women  knitting, 
the  labourer  delving,  and  the  fisher- 
man trimming  his  picturesque  craft. 
Occupation  renders  all  happy,  while 
industry  enriches,  and  these  charming 
districts  continue  to  be  what  they  were 
described  by  Fest.  Avienus  (Or.  Mar. 
520),  Sedes  amoeuffi  ditium. 

Badalona,  Bethulonia,  lies  near  the 
sea,  and  contains  about  3000  manufac- 
turing, busy,  and  amphibious  souls. 
The  ancient  parroquia  is  built  on  Ro- 
man foundations,  but  few  antiquities 
found  here  have  been  ever  preserved. 
The  coast  is  charming,  filled  with  fruit 
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and  corn,  with  the  sweet  blue  sea 
gladdeuiug  the  eye  aud  temperiog  the 
summer  heats. 

Matard  — Illuro— rises  on  the  sea, 
surrounded  on  the  laud  side  by  ver- 
durous gardens.  It  is  a ciudad  since 
1701,  and  contains  13,000  busy,  indus- 
trious souls ; it  is  increasing.  The 
diligence  inn  is  the  best.  The  port  is 
capable  of  much  improvement.  The 
town  is  of  an  irregular  shape,  has  two 
good  plazas,  a well-managed  hospital, 
a very  fine  parroquia,  in  which  are  (or 
were)  some  good  pictures  by  Vila- 
domat.  The  oldest  church  is  San 
Miguil  de  Mata,  whence  some  derive 
the  city’s  name ; and  the  arms  are, 
or,  four  bars  gules,  a haud  holding  a 
sprig,  Mata,  with  the  word  Rd.  The 
chief  street  is  La  Riera  (the  river, 
Rambla),  and  the  town  is  well  watered. 
Matard  consists  of  a tortuous  old,  aud 
a more  regular  new  quarter:  in  the 
former  the  better  classes  reside,  while 
the  operatives  and  sailors  people  the 
latter.  The  place  is  defended  by  a 
castle  built  outside  on  an  elevation. 
The  new  town  is  neat,  and  the  houses 
stuccoed  and  painted.  The  principal 
approaches,  both  from  Barcelona  aud 
Geroua,  are  handsome  streets.  Matard 
has  recovered  the  terrible  sacking  by 
Duhesme,  June  17, 1808,  who  had  been 
quartered  for  two  months  in  the  town, 
and  hospitably  received  as  an  ally  and 
a guest,  which  the  French  repaid  by 
every  excess  of  bloodshed  and  pillage. 
Southey  (viii.)  and  Toreno  (iv.)  give 
the  terrific  details.  Duhesme  pursued 
his  road  to  Gerona,  “ a red  trail  of  fire 
and  blood  marking  his  progress  ” 
(Schep.  iii.  227).  This  man,  who  is 
better  known  here  as  el  cruel,  the 
cruel  one,  was  sent  to  his  account  at 
Gemappe,  while  skulking  away  after 
Waterloo. 

At  Cordero  the  road  turns  inland, 
and  the  country  becomes  more  broken 
aud  less  cultivated.  Gerona  rises  above 
the  Ter  on  an  acclivity  which  over- 
looks a sunny  well  irrigated  plain. 

Gerona,  Gerunda,  is  of  most  remote 
antiquity  : the  diligence  inn  is  the  best. 
Some  derive  the  name  from  Geryon, 
who  kept  oxen  near  Cadiz,  which  is 
exactly  the  most  distant  point  from 


this  site : others  read  the  Celtic  Ger, 
near,  and  Ond,  a confluence ; and  it  is 
placed  near  the  junction  of  the  Ter  and 
the  Ona.  These  matters  are  discussed 
iu  the  ‘ Resit  men  de  las  Grandezas,' 
Juan  Gasper  Roig  y Yalpi,  fol.  Bar- 
celona. 1678,  and  in  the  Esp.  Say. 
xliii.  iv.  v.  Gerona  boasts  to  be  the 
first  town  in  which  Santiago  and  St. 
Paul  rested  when  they  came  to  Spain. 
Gerona,  when  in  the  possession  of  the 
Moors,  like  other  limitrophe  districts, 
, placed  between  France  and  Spain, 

1 sided  alternately  with  each,  and  gene- 
! rally  with  the  former.  Soleyman,  its 
Emir,  was  allied  with  Pepin  so  early 
as  759.  It  was  taken  in  785  by  Charle- 
magne, the  “ heavens  raining  blood, 

! and  angels  appearing  with  crosses” 
(Esp.  Sag.,  xliii.  74).  The  Moors  re- 
| gained  and  sacked  it  in  795.  It  was 
soon  recovered  by  its  “ Counts,”  and 
then,  passing  to  Aragon,  gave  the  title 
of  Prince  to  the  king’s  eldest  son.  Of 
the  Moorish  period  there  remains  an 
elegant  bath  in  the  Capuchin  convent : 
it  is  a light  pavilion  rising  from  an 
i octangular  stylobate. 

Gerona  is  a ciudad,  and  is  the  capi- 
tal of  its  district,  the  see  of  a bishop,  a 
plaza  de  armas.  The  town  contains 
about  0500  souls.  It  lies  under  the 
fortified  Monjuich  hill,  and  is  of  a tri- 
angular form  ; the  streets  are  narrow, 
but  clean.  It  contains  three  plazas ; 
the  Mercadel,  or  portion  overlooking 
the  Oua,  is  very  ancient.  It  is  much 
dilapidated,  the  results  of  the  French 
siege  and  bombarding;  it  bears  for 
arms,  or,  the  four  Catalan  bars  gules, 
and  an  escutcheon  of  waves  azure. 
The  see  was  founded  in  786  by  Charle- 
magne. The  early  cathedral  was 
pulled  down  and  rebuilt  in  t316 ; in 
1416  a dispute  arose  whether  the  bold 
plan  by  Guillermo  Boffy  of  one  single 
nave  should  be  changed  into  three  : 
a jury  of  twelve  architects  was  sum- 
moned, who  decided  on  the  single  plan. 
Cean,  B.  (Ar.  i.  92,  261)  has  printed 
all  the  deliberations,  which  evince 
the  serious  consideration  with  which 
these  mighty  works  of  old  were  reared. 
The  approach  is  magnificent,  and,  as 
at  Tarragona,  a superb  flight  of  88 
steps,  raised  in  1607  by  Bishop  Zuazo, 
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leads  to  the  fegade;  this  is  in  the 
Grseeo-Roroano  style,  rising  in  tiers, 
order  above  order,  and  terminated  with 
an  oval  rose-window : one  hexagonal 
belfry-tower  only  is  finished ; the  in- 
congruous upper  story  commands  a 
beautiful  panorama.  Before  entering 
the  cathedral  look  at  the  Puerto,  de  log 
Apostoles  and  the  terra-cotta  statues  of 
1458.  The  interior,  consisting  of  one 
noble  nave,  with  a semicircular  absis, 
is  simple  and  grandiose.  The  Silleria 
del  Coro  is  of  the  early  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century:  observe  the  epis- 
copal throne.  The  altar  is  isolated, 
and  belonged  to  the  older  church  ; ob- 
serve the  frontal,  the  paintings,  and 
some  early  enamelled  figures,  A.D. 
1038.  The  noble  retablo  and  pillared 
tabernacle  are  by  Pedro  Benes.  For- 
merly it  was  one  mass  of  silver  and 
precious  materials,  which  the  invaders 
plundered.  Observe  the  sepulchres  of 
Ramon  Berenguer  II.  and  his  wife 
Ermesendis,  ob.  1058,  and  that  of 
Bishop  Bernardo  deAmplasola.  Next 
visit  the  Sola  Capitular,  and  the  clois- 
ters with  quaint  capitals  like  those  of 
Vich  and  Ripoll,  and  executed  By  Be- 
rengario  Portell,  1325.  In  theGalilea 
and  the  Cementerio  de  log  Negros  are 
some  early  lapidary  inscriptions.  In 
the  archives  in  the  cloister  are  some 
early  MSS.  and  a Bible,  written  in 
1374  by  Benardin  Mutina  for  Charles 
V.  of  France,  but  ascribed  here  to 
Charlemagne. 

The  Colegiata  de  San  Feliu,  is  also 
approached  by  a staircase  between  two 
polygonal  towers,  one  of  which  has  a 
light  Gothic  spire.  The  masonry  is 
solid,  for  from  the  earliest  times  this 
church  was  half  a fortress,  and  built 
accordingly.  The  grand  relics  are  the 
head  of  San  Feliu  and  the  body  of  San 
Narciso,  who  was  bishop  of  Gerona 
from  304  to  307.  Padre  Roi^  has 
written  his  life ; see  also  Ribad.  iii.  311. 
San  Narciso,  with  his  deacon  Feliu 
(Felix),  were  lodged  in  Augsburgh.  at 
a “ Burdell,”  and  there  wrought  his 
first  miracle,  by  converting  Afra  his 
hostess,  and  three  of  her  ladies,  called 
Digna,  Eumenia,  and  Eutropia.  On 
his  return  to  Spain  he  was  killed  by 
the  Gentiles  while  saying  mass.  The 


site  where  his  body  was  buried  was  re- 
vealed by  angels  to  Charlemagne,  since 
when  he  has  been  the  tutelar  of  Ge- 
rona. Thus,  when  Philip  le  Hardi, 
anxious  to  avenge  the  Sicilian  vespers, 
invaded  Catalonia,  and  began  plunder- 
ing the  silver  on  the  saint’s  tomb,  there 
forthwith  issued  from  the  body  a plague 
of  flies:  the  authorities  differ  as  to 
their  colour,  some  affirming  that  they 
were  white,  others  that  they  were  tri- 
coloured,  blue,  green,  and  red,  while 
Father  Roig  is  positive  that  they  were 
“ half  green,  half  blue,  with  a red 
stripe  down  their  backs.”  Be  this  as 
it  may,  they  destroyed  no  less  than 

24.000  horses  and  40,000  Frenchmen  ; 
nay,  the  king  himself  sickened  and  died 
at  Perpinan  Oct.  5,  1285.  Hence  the 
proverb  “ Las  Moscas  de  San  Narciso .” 
These  gad-flies  reappeared  Sept  24, 
1653,  and  compelled  the  French,  under 
La  Mothe-Houdaincourt,  to  retire  once 
more,  having  then  stung  to  death,  ac- 
cording to  Padre  Roig,  more  than 

20.000  horses.  Agaiu,  May  24,  1684, 
an  enormous  single  parti-coloured  fly 
appeared  miraculously  on  the  image  of 
the  saint,  and  the  French  army,  under 
Bellfonds,  either  died  or  ran  away. 
As  this  miracle  was  authenticated  by 
Isidro  Vila,  the  town-clerk,  Innocent 
XI.  decreed  a national  thanksgiving  to 
Narciso,  as  “ the  Saviour  of  Spain 
and  the  29th  of  every  October  is  still  a 
first-rate  fair  and  holiday.  The  Junta 
in  1808  declared  San  Narciso  their 
captain-geueral ; and  on  his  tomb  was 
laid  the  staff  of  command.  The  whole 
decree  was  republished  in  the  Esp. 
Sag.,  xlv.  90,  with  the  names  of  the 
32  deputies  who  signed  it,  headed  by 
the  identical  Jaime  Creux,  who,  as  the 
representative  of  Catalonia,  opposed 
the  giving  command  to  the  Duke,  when 
the  Cortes  preferred  Santa  Teresa. 
San  Narciso  is  buried  in  a superb 
modern  chapel,  built  in  1782  by  Bishop 
Lorenzana;  but  his  tomb,  with  his 
history  in  relief  on  the  four  sides,  is 
of  the  date  1328.  His  original  coffin 
was  placed  in  the  chapel  of  Santa  Afra 
of  Augsburgh.  To  the  r.  of  the  Pres- 
biterio  is  a simple  sarcophagus,  dedi- 
cated to  Mariano  Alvarez,  the  gallant 
defender  of  Gerona  in  1809.  The  se- 
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pulchre  of  San  Feliu  is  at  the  altar, 
aud  appears  to  be  a rude  Roman  sar- 
cophagus, with  a group  of  cloaked 
figures.  His  head  remains  encased  in 
silver : San  Feliu,  who  was  martyrised 
in  the  fourth  ceutury,  has  been  wor- 
shipped from  the  time  of  the  Goths, 
ana  is  still  called  el  Apostol  de  Gerona. 
While  here,  observe  some  ancient  lapi- 
dary inscriptions  of  the  12th  or  13th 
centuries,  and  two  Roman  bassi-relievi 
— one  of  a lion-hunt,  the  other  a birth 
of  Aurora;  both  of  which  have  been 
whitewashed. 

Gerona,  in  the  war  of  the  Succes- 
sion, made  a desperate  resistance  with 
2000  men  against  19,000  troops  of 
Philip  V.,  who  abolished  its  univer- 
sity aud  all  its  liberties.  In  June, 
1808,  Gerona,  with  300  men  of  the 
Ulster  regiment,  under  O’Daly,  beat 
off  Duhesme  with  6000  men.  He  re- 
turned with  fresh  forces  in  July,  boast- 
ing that  he  would  arrive  the  24th, 
attack  the  25th,  take  it  the  26th, 
and  rase  it  on  the  27th;  but  he  was 
beaten  off  again  by  that  marine  gnd- 
fly  Lord  Cochrane.  Not  daring  to  go 
near  the  sea,  Duhesme  retreated,  Aug. 
16,  by  the  hills:  he  was  pursued  by 
Caldagues,  and  lost  his  cannon,  bag- 
gage, and  reputation.  At  that  critical 
moment  10,000  English  troops  were 
ordered  from  Sicily,  and,  had  they 
landed,  France  could  never  have  won 

Satalonia.  Unfortunately  the  loss  of 
e island  of  Capri  by  Sir  Hudson 
Lowe  enabled  the  French  to  threaten 
Sir  John  Murray,  and  the  troops  did 
not  sail.  The  Catalans  were  thus  left 
unassisted,  and  thereby  this  province 
and  Valencia  were  lost  The  English 
only  interfered  when  too  late,  and  then 
only  to  do  worse  than  nothing  (see 
Biar,  Ordal,  Tarragona,  &c.). 

Gerona  was  again  besieged  in  May, . 
1 809,  by  the  French  with  35,000  men, 
under  Verdier,  St.  Cyr,  and  Augereau. 
It  was  defended  by  Mariano  Alvarez, 
who  was  left  by  the  Junta  iu  want  of 
everything,  even  of  ammunition  ; but 
he  was  brave  and  skilful,  and  well 
seconded  by  some  English  volunteers 
and  the  gallant  Col.  Marshall,  who 
took  the  lead  and  was  killed  in  the 


breaches:  Pearson,  Nash,  and  Candy 
also  distinguished  themselves.  The 
women  of  Gerona  enrolled  themselves 
into  a company,  dedicated  to  Santa  Bar- 
bara, the  patroness  of  Spanish  artillery. 
The  French  bombarded  the  city — the 
resistance  was  most  dogged — general 
after  general  failed,  aud  the  siege  be- 
came so  unpopular  tliat  Lechi,  Verdier, 
and  others  took  French  leave,  and  gave 
up  their  commands.  At  last  famine 
aud  disease  effected  what  force  of  arms 
could  not.  Alvarez  became  delirious, 
and  with  him  Gerona  fell ; for  Sanaa- 
uiego,  his  traitorous  successor,  forth- 
with capitulated,  December  12,  1809. 
The  defence  lasted  seven  months  and 
five  days,  against  seven  open  breaches. 
The  French  expended  60,000  balls  and 

20.000  bombs,  and  lost  more  than 

15.000  men.  Augereau  broke  every 
stipulation,  and  insulted  the  invalid 
Alvarez,  instead  of  honouring  a brave 
opponent ; he  confined  him  in  a soli- 
tary dungeon,  where  he  was  soon 
“ found  dead,”  say  the  French— “ poi- 
soned,” says  Toreno  (x.  Ap.  3) ; and 
Southey  compares  his  fate  to  that  of 
Wright  and  Pichegru  : a new  gate,  at 
the  end  of  the  street  of  Isabel,  has  been 
dedicated  to  his  memory. 

For  the  siege  of  Gerona  consult 
1 Memoriae, ’ J.  A.  Nieto  y Samauiego, 
Tarragona,  1810. 

La  Bispal  lies  to  the  1.  of  Gerona. 
Here,  in  September,  1810,  Henry 
O'Donnell,  aided  by  English  tars, 
surprised  the  ever  unlucky  bungler 
Schwartz,  and  took  him  prisoner  with 
1200  men. 

From  Gerona  there  is  a bridle- road 
to  the  1.  into  France. 

ROUTE  53. GERONA  TO  ST.  LAURENT. 

TiaRolas 2 

HeaaKi 2..  4 

Entrepems 3 . . 7 

lUaagodi 24  . . S>4 

St.  Laurent 14..11 

Turning  to  the  r.  from  Besald  the 
road  ascends  the  Llera,  on  which  Eutre- 
peras  is  placed.  Basagoda  communi- 
cates with  Camprodon  by  the  Coll  de 
Fac,  and  is  the  last  town  in  Spain, 
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ROUTE  54.— GKRONA  TO  PERPiSaN.  ] 

Biscara 4 

Fiffueras 3 . 7 

AlaJunquera  • • • . 3 ..  10 

Al  Boulou  •••••3..  13 

Perpiilan  . . . . , . 4 ..17 

On  leaving  Gerona  the  Fluvia  is 
crossed.  Ou  these  banks  Ferdinand 
V 1 1 travelling  under  the  title  of  Conde 
de  Barcelona,  was  restored  to  Spain, 
March  24,  1814,  by  Buonaparte,  whose 
pride  had  too  long  obscured  his  mili-  j 
tary  judgment  Had  he  taken  that 
step  sooner,  Ferdinand  would  have 
been  another  apple  of  discord  to  the 
English : again,  by  withdrawing  Su-  j 
chet’s  army,  Buonaparte  would  have 
had  greater  means  to  resist  the  vic- 
torious Duke  when  invading  France ; j 
but  Spain  was  invaded  by  perfidy  and 
violence,  and  poetical  justice  required  , 
that  it  should  be  his  pit. 

Fiyueras,  Ficaris,  is  a straggling 
place,  which  rises  in  its  rich  plain  of 
olives  and  rice;  it  contains  about  7500 
souls.  Here  the  traveller  should  ex- 
change his  Spanish  money  for  French, 
or  his  French  for  Spanish,  as  the  case 
may  be,  remembering  always  that  five- 
franc  pieces,  or  the  pillared  duro,  are 
the  safest  coins  to  take.  Those  who 
now  enter  Spain  for  the  first  time 
should  read  our  preliminary  remarks 
on  money,  passports,  sketching,  cos- 
tume, &c.  Barcelona  is  a good  place 
for  an  outfit.  In  the  parish  church  ] 
Philip  V.,  Novembers,  1701,  was  mar- 
ried to  Maria  Luisa  of  Savoy.  The 
glory  of  Fiyueras  and  her  shame  is  the 
superb  citadel,  which  is  called  San 
Fernando,  having  been  built  by  Fer- 
dinand VI.  It  is  pentagonal,  cut  out 
of  the  rock,  and  plauned  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  Vauban,  of  truly  1 toman 
magnificence  and  solidity,  and,  as  far  j 
as  art  can  go,  it  ought  to  be  impreg- 
nable. The  arsenals,  magazines,  &c., 
are  capable  of  containing  ample  stores, 
and  quarters  for  1 6,000  men,  who  also 
are  wanting.  In  the  prison  Alvarez 
was  found  dead,"  although  Augereau 
held  no  coroner’s  inquest  ou  the  hotly. 
Gen.  Castanos  marked  the  spot  by  an  | 
inscription.  The  fortress,  thus  placed  ; 
as  a central  poiut  of  communication,  is 


the  key  of  the  frontier,  or  ought  to  be ; 
for  well  did  Mr.  Townshend  observe, 
in  1786,  while  it  was  building,  “ When 
die  moment  of  trial  comes,  the  whole 
will  depend  on  the  weakness  or  trea- 
chery of  a commander,  and,  instead  of 
being  a defence  to  the  country,  it  may 
afford  a lodgment  to  the  enemy  and 
his  prophetic  apprehensions  proved  too 
well  founded.  The  miserable  governor, 
one  Andre  Torres,  surrendered,  No- 
vember 27,  1794,  at  the  first  summons 
of  the  republican  Gen.  Perignon.  The 
conquerors,  who  were  under  15,OOU 
men,  could  scarcely  believe  their  suc- 
cess, or  the  astounding  cowardice  of  a 
garrison  which  had  every  means  of  re- 
sisting even  60,000  men  for  at  least  six 
months. 

Again,  March  18,  1808,  this  citadel, 
like  most  others  on  the  frontier,  was  per- 
fidiously gained  by  Buonaparte,  whose 
agent,  Duhesme.  eutered  the  town  as 
the  ally  of  Charles  IV. : he  prevailed 
ou  the  governor,  oue  Prats,  to  confide 
in  his  honour,  and  to  imprison  therein 
200  unruly  conscripts  ; instead  of  w hom 
he  sent  his  picked  soldiers  in  disguise, 
who  immediately  overpowered  the 
Spanish  garrison,  inefficient  in  num- 
bers, and  unprovided  with  the  com- 
monest means  for  defence : so  true  is 
the  Spanish  remark— this  fine  citadel 
always  belongs  to  us  in  time  of  peace, 
and  to  the  French  in  time  of  war. 

Fiyueras  was  recaptured  in  one  hour, 
April  10.  1811,  by  llovira,  a doctor  in 
theology.  This  clever  partisan  had 
trusty  friends  in  the  town,  and  had 
long  wished  to  attempt  its  surprise,  but 
was  thwarted  by  the  blundering  re- 
gular generals,  who  laughed  at  the  idea 
as  a Quixotism,  a Rovirada  : the  doctor 
at  last  led  his  brave  peasants,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  his  wild  enterprise  from 
sheer  boldness  of  conception  aud  exe- 
cution. The  careless  French  governor, 
oue  Mons.  Guyot,  was  condemned  to 
death  for  form’s  sake,  and  a theatrical 
scene  was  got  up,  when  Buonaparte 
pardoned  him.  Rovira  was  rewarded 
by  preferment  in  the  cathedral  of  Vich, 
a common  practice  at  that  period. 
Fiyueras,  thus  taken  by  the  doctor 
partizau,  was  lost  by  the  regular  ge- 
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neral,  Campoverde,  who,  while  creep- 
ing to  its  tardy  resupply  of  troops  and 
provisions,  was  niet,  May  3,  by  General 
Baraguay  d’Hilliers,  who,  with  some 
4000  men,  by  one  dashing  cavalry 
charge,  completely  routed  10,000  Spa- 
niards, killing  900,  and  taking  1500 
prisoners. 

Figueras,  left  to  itself,  was  now  be- 
sieged and  bombarded  by  13,000 
Frenchmen.  The  governor,  Martinez, 
made  a splendid  defence,  and  at  last, 
after  nearly  five  mouths’  resistance, 
food  and  ammunition  failing,  capitu- 
lated (August  1 6)  on  honourable  terms, 
all  of  which  were  violated  by  Mac- 
donald. After  sundry  executions  the 
brave  garrison  was  marched  half-naked 
to  the  hulks  of  Brest  and  Rochefort, 
and  there  compelled  by  Buonaparte  to 
work  like  convicts.  See  the  sad  details 
in  Southey  (Chr.  38). 

Leaving  this  place  the  road  passes 
the  Llobregat,  and  reaches  La  Jun- 
quera,  in  its  reedy  plain  or  garganta 
between  the  hills.  From  the  quantity 
of  esparto  which  grows  here  the  site 
was  called  by  the  ancients  Campus 
Juncarius,  and  “the  plain  of  Mara- 
thon,” from  n&paBwv,  a rope  (Strabo, 
iii.  240).  Here  is  the  Spanish  aduana. 

Now  we  ascend  the  mountain  bar- 
rier of  the  Pyrenees,  and,  passing  over 
the  Col  dePerlus,  descend  to  El  Boxdou. 
The  height  looks  over  Spain  and 
France,  which  the  Rubiton  Tech  se- 
parates. To  the  1.,  above  the  village 
Fertus,  is  the  fort  of  Bellegarde,  raised 
in  1679  by  Louis  XIV.  to  prevent  the 
assage  of  the  Spaniards,  and  guard 
is  newly  acquired  slice  of  dominion. 
It  is  placed  on  a conical  hill  between 
two  ridges,  and  is  strong,  although 
commanded  by  the  Spanish  height, 
from  whence  there  is  an  extensive  view 
looking  back  towards  Figueras.  This 
Puerto  in  ancient  times  was  crossed 
by  Pompey,  who  erected  on  the  spot  a 
monument  inscribed  with  the  names 
of  876  places  which  he  had  subdued. 
Crnsar,  when  he  passed  by,  having  van- 
quished the  generals  and  sons  of  this 
conqueror,  raised  an  altar  by  the  side 
of  the  former  trophy.  Nothing  now 
remains  of  either.  Sic  transit  gloria ! 
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From  Figueras  there  is  a wild  and 
picturesque  riding  route  into  France, 
along  the  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Rosas. 
On  one  side  stands  Castellonde  Ampu- 
rias,  now  a miserable  ruined  fishing 
hamlet:  it  is  all  that  remains  of  the 
ancient  commercial  Emporia;  Empo- 
rium, Hfnropicu  'Epiroptiov.  This  colony 
of  the  Phocsean  Greeks  from  Marseilles 
was  founded  550  b.c.,  and  became  the 
rendezvous  of  Asia  and  Europe.  It 
traded  much  in  linen,  which  calico 
has  now  supplanted  in  these  parts.  The 
Iberians  beheld  these  foreign  settlers 
with  great  jealousy,  and  after  many 
contests  came  to  a singular  compro- 
mise : the  Greeks  were  allowed  to 
occupy  the  island  rocks  las  Metas, 
Medas,  but  their  city,  Paleopolis,  was 
divided  from  the  Iberian  town  by  a 
party  wall,  which  was  regnlarly 
guarded  as  in  a case  of  siege,  and  all 
intercommunication  cut  off.  The  Ro- 
mans, when  Spain  was  conquered, 
broke  down  the  barrier,  and  united 
the  two  portions  under  their  para- 
mount authority.  The  mint  was  very 
busy,  and  the  coins  have  survived  the 
city,  as  thirty  have  been  discovered,  all 
of  which  bear  the  head  of  Minerva  on 
the  reverse  ( Florez,  ‘ M.’  ii.  409).  For 
ancient  details  consult  Livy,  xxxiv.  9; 
Strabo,  iii.  241 ; and  Esp.  Sag.,  xlii. 
202.  The  Goths  used  Emporia  kindly, 
and  raised  it  to  a bishopric.  The  strong 
town  resisted  the  invading  Moors,  and 
was  by  them  dismantled  ; it  was  finally 
destroyed  by  the  Normans,  and  the 
sea,  by  retiring,  has  completed  the 
injuries  of  man. 

Rosas,  with  its  long  street  of  white 
houses,  and  placed  on  the  upper  part  of 
the  bay,  was  the  Greek  PoBiwv,  Rhodos ; 
the  old  town,  it  is  said,  lay  towards 
the  headland,  at  Fan  redro  de  Roda. 
Below  the  town  is  the  citadel,  which 
was  besieged,  Nov.  1 794,  by  the  French 
under  Perignon,  and  gallantly  de- 
fended by  Isquierdo,  who,  when  his 
inadequate  means  were  exhausted, 
managed,  Feb.  3,  to  embark  and  save 
his  garrison.  The  defences, half  ruined, 
were  never  repaired.  Thus,  when  the 
u 3 
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next  war  broke  out,  this  important  key 
to  the  coast,  as  well  as  Fiaueras,  was 
left  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  enemy. 
It  was  attacked,  Nov.  1808,  by  7000 
French  under  Reille,  Souham,  and  St. 
Cyr,  and  was  gallantly  defended  by 
O’Daly  and  Fitzgerald,  who  had  good 
Irish  blood  in  their  veins,  and  it  held 
out  for  29  days,  surrendering  Dec.  5. 
No  effort  was  made  by  any  Spaniards 
to  relieve  this  important  maritime 
place.  Lord  Cochrane,  however, 
just  threw  in,  on  the  25th,  some  eighty 
blue  jackets  into  the  headland  fort, 
which  the  religious  Spaniards  called 
La  Trinidad,  and  the  more  aesthetic 
French  le  bouton  de  rose.  These  tars 
played  such  pranks  with  their  cutlasses 


I as  only  British  sailors,  rendered  reck- 
| less  by  uninterrupted  victory,  can 
| venture  to  practise.  They  beat  San 
Narciso  and  his  Gerona  Spanish  dies 
| hollow,  and  on  the  30th  repulsed  1000 
of  the  enemy.  The  name  of  Cochrane, 
however,  was  enough  to  inspire  terror 
to  the  enemies  of  England  all  along 
the  coast. 

Crossing  the  headland  and  passing 
the  Cabo  de  Creux,  the  site  of  the 
temple  of  Venus  and  her  promontory, 
a wild  coast-road  leads  by  Cervera  to 
France  and  Porte  Vendres,  Portus 
Veneris,  where  the  steamers  touch  in 
their  passages  to  and  from  Cadiz  and 
Marseilles. 
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Arroyo  Molino* ; Caceres  ; Alcantara;  Coria. 


The  grand  object*  in  thi*  too  little  visited  province  are  the  battle-fields  of  Badajoz,  Arroyo 
Molino*,  and  Almaraz;  the  Roman  antiquities  of  Merida,  Alcantara,  Coria,  and  Capara;  the 
geology  at  Loerosan  ; the  convent*  of  Guadalupe,  San  Yuste,  and  the  valley  of  the  Katuecas, 
and  scenery  near  Plasencia.  The  Springs  and  Autumn*  are  the  best  seasons  for  travelling. 


The  country  between  Seville  and  Badajoz  has  been  described  in  Routes  1 1 
and  12. 

The  province  of  Estremadura  was  so  called  because  it  was  the  Extrema  Ora, 
the  last  and  extreme  conquest  of  Alonso  IX.  in  1228.  It  lies  to  the  W.  of  the  Cas- 
tiles,  on  the  Portuguese  frontier.  The  average  length  is  190  miles  and  breadth 
90.  The  Tagus  and  Guat'.iana,  flowing  E.  and  W.,  divide  it  in  two ; the  former 
passing  through  Estremadura  Alta  or  upper,  the  latter  through  Estremadura 
j Baja  or  lower.  The  upper  province  is  a continuous  layer  of  slates  intercalated 
with  beds  of  fine  quartzite  and  granite.  In  both  vast  districts  of  land,  fertile  in 
themselves,  and  under  a beneficent  climate,  are  abandoned  to  sheep-walks,  or 
left  as  uninhabited  wastes  overgrown  with  aromatic  underwood,  yet  the  finest 
wheat  might  be  raised  here,  aud  under  the  Romans  and  Moors  this  province 
was  both  a granary  and  a garden.  It  is  still  called  by  the  gipsies  Chin  del 
Manro,  “ the  land  of  corn.”  The  lonely  dehesas  y despoblados  are  absolute  pre- 
serves for  the  botanist  and  sportsman  : everything  displays  the  exuberant  vigour 
of  the  soil,  teeming  with  life  and  food,  and  neglected,  as  it  were,  out  of  pure 
abundance.  The  swampy  banks  of  the  Guadiana  offer  good  wild-fowl  shooting 
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in  ■winter,  but  in  summer  they  are  unwholesome  and  infected  with  fever  and 
agues,  mosquitos,  and  other  light  militia  of  the  air  and  earth. 

In  proportion  as  the  animal  creature  abounds,  man  is  rare,  and  the  scanty 
population  of  Estreinadura  ranges  at  about  600,000,  which  is  scarcely  at  the 
rate  of  350  souls  to  the  square  league.  The  Esiremenos  live  in  little  intercom- 
munication with  the  rest  of  mankind.  Indiffereut  even  to  amelioration,  the 
half  employed  population  vegetates  without  manufactures  or  commerce,  except 
iu  the  bacon  line,  the  smuggler  excepted. 

The  cities  are  few  and  dull ; the  roads  are  made  by  sheep,  not  men  ; and  their 
iuns  are  mere  stables  for  beasts.  The  Eslreuienus  are  simple,  kind-hearted,  and 
contented  ; civil  and  courteous,  indolent  and  indifferent,  they  are  a mixture 
between  the  gay  swaggering  Andalucian  and  the  serious  proud  Castilian. 
Nevertheless,  when  urged  by  an  adequate  stimulant,  avarice  for  instance,  they 
are  capable  of  great  exertion.  Thus,  from  the  swineherds  of  Trujillo  and 
Medellin,  Pizarro  and  Cortes  sallied  forth  to  conquer  and  murder  myriads,  and 
thousands  of  their  paisanos,  or  fellow-countrymen,  allured  by  their  success  and 
by  visions  of  red  gold,  emigrated  to  this  new  conquest,  insomuch  that  Spanish 
authors,  who  did  not  dare  hint  at  the  truth,  have  ascribed  the  depopulated  con- 
dition of  Estremadura  to  this  outpouring  ; but  colonization  never  thins  a vigor- 
ous well-conditioned  mother  state.  Bad  government,  civil  and  religious,  was  the 
real  cause  of  this  abomination  of  desolation,  which  all  who  run  in  Estremadura 
may  read. 

A peculiar  curse  is  superadded  to  Estremadura  in  the  Mesta  system  of  Merino 
sheep  called  Ins  (rashuinantes,  or  the  migratory  ; they  are  true  flocks  of  the 
nornade  Bedouin,  and  to  wander  about  without  house  or  home,  check  or  hin- 
drance, suits  the  Oriental  habits  alike  of  men  and  beasts.  The  origin  is  stated 
after  this  wise : when  the  Spaniards  in  the  thirteenth  century  expelled  from 
these  parts  the  industrious  Moors,  they  razed  the  cities  and  razzia’d  the  country. 
Vast  tracts  previously  in  cultivation  were  then  abandoned,  and  nature,  here 
prolific,  soon  obliterating  the  furrows  of  man,  resumed  her  rights,  covered  the 
soil  with  “.hush,”  and  gave  it  up  to  the  wild  birds  and  beasts.  These  unclaimed, 
uninhabited  pasturages  at  last  attracted  the  attention  of  the  highland  shepherds 
of  Leon  and  the  Castiles,  who  drove  down  their  flocks  to  them  as  to  a milder 
winter  quarter;  hence  by  degrees  a prescriptive  right  of  agistmeut  was  claimed 
over  these  commons,  and  the  districts  at  last  were  retazados,  or  set  apart  and 
apportioned.  As  the  owners  were  powerful  nobles  and  convents,  the  poor 
peasants  in  vain  opposed  such  overwhelming  influence ; and  however  Spanish 
political  economists  may  deplore  the  system,  it  is  very  questionable,  supposing 
this  lucrative  wool-system  had  been  put  dowu,  whether  there  would  have  been 
more  stacks  of  corn  : certainly  there  would  have  been  fewer  flocks  of  sheep. 

As  infinite  disputes  arose  between  the  wandering  shepherd  and  the  fixed  cuL 
tivator,  a compromise  was  effected  in  1556,  whereby  the  privileges  of  a few 
sheep  proprietors,  like  the  hunting  laws  of  our  Norman  tyrants,  have  doomed, 
?ay  their  opponents,  to  barrenness  some  of  the  finest  districts  of  Spain.  The 
Mesta  was  abolished  by  the  Cadiz  Cortes,  but  was  re-established  by  Ferdinand 
VII.  iu  1814;  but  now  landed  proprietors  are  gradually  paring  away  some  of 
the  overgrown  abuses.  The  term  Merino  is  said  to  be  derived  from  Marino , 
because  the  original  breed  of  sheep  was  imported  by  sea  from  England,  under 
our  Henry  II.  Sheep  also  formed  part  of  the  primitive  portion—  pecus  unde 
pecunia — given  in  1394  by  John  of  Gaunt  when  his  daughter  Catherine  mar- 
ried the  heir  of  Enrique  III.  Previously,  however,  the  Beetican  wools  were 
the  most  celebrated,  and  a ram  sold  for  a talent  (Strabo,  iii.  213),  but  no  doubt 
the  breed  was  improved  by  the  English  cross.  The  sheep,  Ganado  (Arabice 
Ganam,  cattle),  are  called  trashumanlet,  from  the  ground  they  go  over.  These 
flocks  are  generally  divided  into  detachments,  Cabanas  (Arabice  a tent),  of 
10,000  each.  They  quit  their  highland  summer  quarters,  Agostaderos,  about 
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October,  aud  then  coine  down  to  their  winter  quarters,  Invernadores,  in  the 
warm  plains.  Each  Cabana  is  managed  by  a Mayoral,  a conductor,  who  has 
under  him  50  shepherds  and  50  huge  dogs.  Some  travel  more  than  150  L., 
performing  from  2 to  4 L.  a-day,  aud  occupying  40  days  in  the  journey.  At 
the  “ folding  star  of  eve,”  they  are  penned  in  with  rope-nettings  of  esparto, 
aud  a most  picturesque  Oriental  “ watching  of  flocks  by  night ' takes  place. 
By  the  laws  of  the  Mesta  a Canada  de  Paso,  or  free  sheep-walk,  90  paces 
wide,  is  left  on  each  side  of  the  highway,  which  entirely  prevents  enclosure 
and  good  husbandry.  The  animals  soon  get  to  know  their  quarters,  and  return 
year  after  year  of  their  own  accord  to  the  same  localities.  In  April  their 
migratory'  instinct  renders  them  restless,  and  if  not  guided  they  set  forth  unat- 
tended to  the  cooler  hills.  When  they  first  arrive  at  their  ground,  salt  is 
placed  on  flat  stones  at  the  rate  of  a fanega,  or  about  a cwt.,  for  every  100  sheep. 
This  they  lick  eagerly,  and  it  improves  their  appetites.  They  are  shorn, 
trasquiUmos,  about  May  : the  shearing,  el  JEsquilmo,  is  an  epoch  of  primitive 
and  Oriental  festivities  (see  Segovia).  The  sheep  which  migrate  have  the  finest, 
fleece ; those  which  stay  at  home  produce  a coarser  wool,  a lana  basta.  The 
rams  give  the  most;  three  fleeces  will  average  25 lbs.  In  September  the  flocks 
are  almagrados,  daubed  with  a red  earth  from  Almarrazon,  which  conduces  to 
the  fineness  of  the  wool.  In  keeping  up  stock,  great  care  is  taken  in  selecting 
rams  with  round  bellies  and  white  soft  wool,  aud  the  clean-faced  ewes,  las 
caloitas,  are  preferred.  The  ewes  are  put  to  the  rams,  morruecos,  about  the 
end  of  June,  when  six  rams  suffice  for  100  ewes : they  remain  together  a mouth : 
they  lamb  in  their  winter  quarters.  March  is  a very  busy  month  with  the 
shepherds,  who  then  mark  their  flocks,  cut  the  lambs’  tails,  and  tip  their 
fathers’  horns.  The  sheep  are  always  on  the  move,  as  they  seek  grass,  which 
is  scarce,  and  will  not  touch  thyme,  which  is  abundant.  They  are  never  fed 
until  the  dew  is  dry,  nor  allowed  to  drink  after  hail-storms.  The  flesh  is  bad, 
as  no  Estremeniau  ever  has  dreamed  of  putting  a Merino  fleece  on  a Southdowu 
carcass.  For  the  Mesta  consult  ‘ Concejo  de  la  Mesta,’  folio,  Madrid,  1681, 
which  details  the  privileges  so  justly  condemned  by  Jovellanos;  also  Bowles, 

* Sabre  el  Canada  Merino,’  p.  501 ; and  the  ‘ Viaje’  of  Ponz  (let.  7). 

Second  only  to  the  sheep  are  the  swine  of  Extremadura,  which  is  the  Hum- 
shire  of  Spain  ; and  here  again  Nature  lends  her  aid,  as  vast  districts  of  this 
unreclaimed  province  are  covered  with  parklike  woods  of  oak,  beech,  and 
chesnut.  The  Jamones,  hams,  the  bacon,  Tocino  (Arabieb  Tachim,  fat),  and 
the  sausages  have  always  and  deservedly  been  celebrated.  The  Matanza  or 
pig-slaughter  takes  place  about  the  10th  and  11th  of  November,  at  their  par- 
ticular saint's  day,  for  a coda  puerco  su  San  Martin,  and  they  have  then  been 
fattened  with  the  sweet  acorn,  iiellvtu,  Arabic**  Bollota  Bollot  (see  ‘ Gatherings’). 

The  geology  and  botany  of  this  province  are  little  known,  it  being  the  place 
to  which  the  ignorant  professors  of  Spain  refer  the  habitats  of  all  unknown 
animals — omne  ignotum  pro  Estremense  ; insects  and  wild  animals  breed  securely 
in  the  mantes  dehesas  y jarales,  where  no  entomologist  or  sportsman  destroys 
them.  Thus  the  locust,  lanyosta,  and  all  the  tuneful  tribe  of  Cicalas,  enliven 
the  solitudes  with  their  rejoicings  at  heat,  insomuch  that  the  phrase  indicative 
of  their  chirping,  cantu  la  chicharra,  is  synonymous  with  our  expression  the 
‘■dog-days.”  Here  it  is  indigenous.  Instinct  teaches  the  female  never  to 
deposit  her  eggs  in  ground  that  has  been  cultivated.  Their  gaudy,  delicate, 
rose-coloured  wings  seem  painted  by  the  sun,  and  rustle  like  dry  leaves.  The 
Arabs  imagine  that  they  could  read  in  the  transparent  fibres  the  words,  “ We 
are  the  destroying  army  of  Allah.”  A “ garden  of  Eden  lies  before  them,  and 
behind  them  a desolate  wilderness.” 

Birds  of  prey  of  all  kinds  abound ; and,  in  the  summer,  flights  of  turtle-doves 
come  over  from  Barbary  to  breed,  and,  as  they  are  never  molested,  they  scarcely 
avoid  man’s  approach,  but  coo  about  in  pairs,  images  of  connubial  felicity . 
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Among  other  birds  of  rich  colour  may  be  cited  the  blue  pie  ( Pica  ci/anea ), 
Mohino ; the  bee-eater  ( Meriops  apiaster),  Abejaruco ; and  the  hoopoe 
( Upupa ),  Abubilla. 

The  entomology  of  Estremadura  is  equally  endless  and  uninvestigated ; here 
the  heavens  and  earth  teem  with  the  minute  creation,  and  in  these  lonely 
wastes,  where  no  human  voice  disturbs  the  silence,  the  balmy  air  resounds  with 
the  buzzing  hum  of  multitudinous  insects,  which  career  about  on  their  business 
of  love  or  food  without  settlements  or  kitchens,  in  the  fine  weather,  the  joy  of 
their  tiny  souls  and  short-lived  pleasant  existence.  This  province  is  very  hot 
in  the  summer ; the  out-of-the-way  districts  can  only  be  visited  on  horseback. 
Attend  to  the  “ provend.”  The  roads  are  solitary  and  safe : where  there  are 
no  travellers  except  sheep  why  should  there  be  robbers  ? All  fleshly  comforts, 
barring  porcine  ones,  are  rare.  The  cities  are  poor  and  unsocial.  There  is 
only  one  grand  road,  that  from  Badajoz  to  Madrid  (R.  57).  The  horse  is  else- 
where the  best,  nay.  the  only  means  of  locomotion.  Railroads  are  projected  on 
paper  to  Madrid,  Lisbon,  and  Seville. 


BADAJOZ  is  the  capital  of  its  pro- 
vince. The  best fonda  is  “ de  las  Tres 
Naciones,”  No.  30,  Calle  de  la  Mora- 
leja.  There  are  two  posadas  in  the 
Calle  de  la  Soledad ; one  “ del  Caballo 
Blanco ,”  the  other  “ de  Caballeros.” 
The  best  cafds  are  on  the  Plaza  and 
near  the  theatre : consult  Dialoyos, 
4to.  Rodrigo  D’osma  Delgado. 

Badajoz  is  the  see  of  a bishop,  suf- 
fragan to  Santiago,  and  the  residence 
of  a captain-general  of  the  province. 
As  this  is  a frontier  fortress,  it  will  be 
letter  to  call  on  the  captain-general, 
and  obtain  permission  to  look  about, 
and  an  attendant.  This  strong  city 
rises  about  300  feet  above  the  Gua- 
diana,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
streamlet  Rivillas.  The  highest  por- 
tion is  crowned  by  a ruined  Moorish 
castle.  Long  lines  of  walls  descend  to 
the  river,  while  most  formidable  bas- 
tions, glacis,  and  counterscarps  defend 
the  land  side.  Population  about  12,000. 
It  is  a dull  place,  with  a second-rate 
theatre  and  very  few  social  attractions. 
The  river  is  crossed  by  a superb  gra- 
nite bridge,  finished  in  159(1,  from  de- 
signs by  Herrera.  It  is  strengthened 
by  a tete  du  pont,  and  the  fortified 
height  San  Cristobal,  which  commands 
by  far  the  best  view  of  Badajoz.  The 
name  was  corrupted  by  the  Moors  from 
the  Roman  “ Pax  Augusta,”  n«£ai/- 
yovcrm  (Strabo,  iii.  225).  Some  have 
said  that  it  was  once  called  “ Beturia,” 
and  derive  Badajoz  from  “ Belad  Aix,” 


Arabice  the  “ land  of  health,”  it  being 
that  of  ague;  others  prefer  “Bab- 
geuz,”  or  “ goz,”  Arabic^  the  “ gate 
of  walnuts,”  of  which  there  are  none. 

Badajoz  is  distant  about  5 miles 
from  Portugal,  and  is  therefore  an  im- 
portant frontier-place,  and  owes,  its 
chief  interest  to  military  events. 
Alonso  IX.  took  it  from  the  Moors  in 
1235.  The  Portuguese  besieged  it  in 
1660  and  1705.  Kellermann  and  Vic- 
tor failed  before  it  in  1808  and  1809. 
When  Buonaparte,  in  1810,  ordered 
Soult  to  advance  on  Estremadura,  to 
relieve  Masseua  at  Torres  Vedras,  the 
Duke,  having  foreseen  the  move,  cau- 
tioned the  Junta  to  be  prepared,  by 
whom  Ballesteros,  as  if  in  mockery, 
was  recalled  into  the  South  on  the 
very  day  that  Soult  left  Seville;  next, 
Ohvenza  was  surrendered  without  a 
struggle  by  Manuel  Herk ; but  Ba- 
dajoz was  commanded  by  Rafael  Me- 
nacho,  a brave  man,  and  the  strong 
garrison  was  assisted  outside  by  an 
army  under  Gabriel  Mendizabal,  who 
also  unfortunately  neglected  every 
suggestion  of  the  Duke,  and  was  sur- 
prised, “ in  the  strongest  position  in 
the  country,”  by  Soult,  who  with  5000 
men  utterly  routed  11,000  Spaniards 
on  the  Gevora  in  an  hour,  losing  him- 
self only  400  men.  On  the  4th  of 
March  Menacho  was  unfortunately 
killed,  when  Jose  Imaz,  a traitor,  suc- 
ceeded in  command,  and  sold  the  place 
to  Soult,  who,  on  seeing  the  tremendous 
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defences,  is  said  to  have  remarked, 
“There  are  few  forts  so  strong  but 
what  a mule  laden  with  gold  can  get 
in,”  as  his  did : accordingly,  the  pur- 
chase was  handed  over  to  him  on  the 
10th ; it  included  the  city,  citadel, 
7155  men  in  garrison,  provisions,  and 
unbreached  bastions.  Yet  Imaz  knew, 
even  on  the  6th,  that  Massena  was  in 
Axil  retreat  before  the  English,  and 
that  Beresford  was  hastening  with 
20,000  men  to  his  relief.  Instead  of 
availing  himself  of  this  intelligence, 
of  which  Soult  was  ignorant,  he  com- 
municated the  information  to  the 
French,  and  thus  rescued  them  from 
ruin,  and  this  at  the  precise  moment 
when  La  Pena  was  saving  Victor  from 
disgrace  at  Barrosa.  Had  Badajoz 
been  held  but  a few  short  days,  Anda- 
lucia  must  have  been  evacuated  by  the 
French,  and  “ ire,”  as  the  Duke  said, 
“ should  have  saved  Spain.”  " Its  fall 
was  certainly  the  most  fatal  event  in 
the  war”  (Disp.  Dec.  4,  1811).  Soult’s 
besieging  Badajoz  at  all  was  a mili- 
tary error  ; he  ought  to  have  marched 
day  and  night  to  aid  Massena  before 
Torres  Vedras,  but  jealousy  of  a bro- 
ther marshal  made  him  loiter  half- 
way ; and  had  Imaz  been  true,  and 
Badajoz  held  out,  Soult  himself,  like 
Massena,  would  have  been  crushed. 
No  sooner  had  the  fortress  been  sur- 
rendered to  Soult  than  Beresford  at- 
tempted its  recovery.  He  failed,  as 
even  the  indulgent  Duke  said,  from 
“ his  unfortunate  delay  ” (Disp.  April, 
10,  1811);  and  when  he  had  given  the 
French  time  to  render  success  impos- 
sible, he  risked  the  needless  battle  of 
Albuera,  and  thus,  as  Napier  proves, 
caused  two  subsequent  years  of  most 
harassing  operations  to  the  Duke. 

The  Duke  then  determined  to  try 
what  he  could  do  himself,  and,  after  he 
had  takeu  Ciudad  Kodrigo,  made  his 
preparations  with  such  secrecy  that 
neither  friend  nor  foe  divined  liis  plan. 
He  pounced,  March  16,  1812,  on  Ba- 
dajoz, while  Soult  and  Marmout  were 
too  far  separated  to  relieve  it.  The 
place,  much  strengthened,  was  de- 
fended by  the  brave  Philippon  and  5000 
men.  Their  defence  was  splendid ; 
there  was  no  traitor  Imaz  now ; but 


I “ no  age,”  says  Napier  (xvi.  5),  “ ever 
sent  forth  braver  troops  than  those 
who  stormed  and  carried  Badajoz.'' 
j The  operations  were  so  nicely  calcu- 
lated that  Soult  imagined  the  Duke 
; must  have  intercepted  some  dispatch 
[ of  Marmont’s.  He  was  delayed  eleven 
precious  days  by  unusually  unfavour- 
able weather  and  the  misconduct  of 
the  Portuguese ; the  town  of  Elvas, 
although  so  close  by,  refusing  to  afford 
even  means  of  transport. 

The  trenches  were  opened  before 
Badajoz  on  March  16th ; the  Picurina 
outwork  was  heroically  carried  on  the 
24th  by  Gen.  Kempt.  Sheer  British 
valour  was  left  to  do  the  work,  for, 
from  the  neglect  of  our  ministry  at 
I home,  the  army,  as  the  Duke  wrote, 
“ was  not  capable  of  carrying  on  a 
regular  siege.’'  He  sued  Badajoz, 
said  Picton,  in  forma  pauperis,  beseech- 
ing not  breaching;  every  day  was 
precious,  for  Soult  was  advancing  from 
Seville,  Marmont  from  Castile ; thus, 
placed  between  two  fires,  the  prize  was 
to  be  snatched  before  they  could  meet. 
April  6,  the  breaches  in  the  bastions 
Santa  Trinidad  and  Santa  Maria,  to 
the  S.E.,  were  declared  practicable : at 
ten  o’clock  that  night  the  assault,  so 
well  described  by  Napier  (xvi.  5),  was 
made;  the  obstacles  were  found  to  be 
much  more  formidable  than  the  en- 
gineers had  reported  ; no  human  force 
could  have  succeeded.  Most  unfortu- 
nately the  hour  fixed  for  the  assault 
was  put  back  later,  whereby  the  brave 
troops,  headed  by  Colville  and  Bar- 
! nard,  were  mowed  down  by  the  French,' 

, secure  behind  new  entrenchments  and 
defences ; even  the  scaling-ladders  were 
found  to  be  too  short;  but  meanwhile 
the  5th  division,  under.  Walker,  got  in 
at  the  San  Vicente  bastion,  which  lies 
close  to  the  river  to  the  W. ; and  Pic- 
ton, converting  a feint  into  a real  at- 
tack, carried  the  lofty  castle  to  the 
N.E.,  which  the  French,  never  dream- 
ing that  it  would  be  attempted,  had 
left  comparatively  undefended.  This 
decided  the  conflict.  The  French, 
now  assailed  both  in  flank  and  front, 
were  lost,  and  Badajoz  was  won.  The 
town,  according  to  the  usages  of  war 
and  successful  storm,  was  sacked,  the 
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officers  and  the  Duke  doing  everything  ; 
to  prevent  excesses.  The  Duke  him- 
self  was  obliged  to  retire  to  escape 
being  shot  by  the  infuriate  soldiers. 
These  sad  events,  deplorable,  although 
unavoidable,  are  now  coupled  with 
San  Sebastian  by  our  vile  calumniators, 
as  horrors  which  a “ barbarous,  unci- 
vilised ” nation  like  the  English  alone 
could  perpetrate  ; yet  not  a tithe  of 
the  atrocities  of  Lerida,  Tarragona, 
Ucles,  &c.,  was  committed,  nor  did  any 
British  Victor,  as  at  those  places,  set 
the  example  of  Gallic  lust,  fire,  rapine, 
and  murder. 

The  English  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  5000  men.  Philippon  retired 
to  San  Cristobal,  and  surrendered,  the 
next  day,  being  treated  by  the  Duke 
with  the  honour  due  to  a brave  oppo- 
nent The  baffled  and  out-generaled 
marshals  had  now  no  safety  but  in 
retreat,  so  Marmont  fell  back  on  Sala- 
manca, and  Soult  on  Seville ; then  Hill 
advanced  on  Almaraz,  and  destroyed 
the  forts,  the  enemy  flying  before  him 
to  Navalmoral.  The  British  bayonet 
had  thus  again  cleared  a road  to  An- 
dalucia,  and  the  Duke  prepared  to 
rush  on  Soult  at  Albuera,  where  he 
would  not  have  handled  him  a la 
Beresford,  but  his  plans  were  marred 
by  others.  Ciudad  Rodrigo  was  not 
provisioned,  as  the  Spaniards  had  neg- 
lected even  to  move  in  the  stores  pro- 
vided by  the  English.  Thus,  as  at 
Talavera  and  elsewhere,  he  was 
baulked  of  his  whole  victory,  and 
Soult  was  again  saved  from  annihila- 
tion'by  an  accident. 

The  traveller  should  next  cross  the 
bridge,  and  ascend  to  the  San  Cristobal, 
then  return  to  Badajoz  and  go  out  by 
the  Merida  gate ; in  front  to  the  r.  is 
the  Picurina ; and  between  it  and  las 
Pardeleras  the  quarries  where  the 
Duke  stood  during  the  assault  on  the 
opposite  bastions  of  Santa  Maria  and 
Trinidad,  where  the  unsuccessful  mur- 
derous attempt  was  made  ; to  the  1.  is 
the  Sierra  del  Viento,  from  whence 
Soult  attacked  ; at  the  W.  extremity  is 
San  Vicente,  by  which  Walker  entered. 
Ascend  the  castle,  which  was  the  site  of 
the  ancient  city.  In  the  Plaza  under- 
neath is  a mixture  of  ruined  Spauish  and 


Moorish  works:  part  of  the  mosque 
with  red  brick  arches,  resembling  those 
of  Cordova,  exists  in  the  neglected 
ruinous  castle : a lofty  thin  tower  in  the 
upper  keep  commands  a view  of  the 
whole  of  what  was  the  English  position. 

The  cathedral  is  not  important;  it 
was  begun  in  1248  by  Alonso  el 
Sabio ; the  facade  is  later,  and  in  the 
Graeco-Romano  style,  with  Ionic  pil- 
lars, and  a statue  of  the  Baptist : at  a 
side  portal  is  fixed,  on  a marble  stone, 
the  hammer  which  used  to  be  knocked 
when  a canon  was  dying,  before  the 
passing-bell  was  introduced.  Observe 
the  Magdalen,  by  Mateo  Cerezo;  al- 
though hard  and  indifferent,  it  is  here 
called  a Vandyke.  The  Capilla  Santa 
Ana  has  some  damaged  paintings  by 
Luis  de  Morales,  called  El  Divino, 
more  from  painting  subjects  of  divinity, 
than  from  divinity  of  painting : he 
was  bora  at  Badajoz  early  in  the  six- 
teenth century,  and  a street  bears  his 
name ; and  here  he  was  living  in 
1581,  when  Philip  II.,  on  his  way  to 
Lisbon,  sent  for  him  and  said,  “ You 
are  very  old,  Morales.”  “ And  very 
poor,  sire,"  was  the  reply ; when 
Philip,  a true  patron  of  art,  gave  him 
an  annual  pension  of  300  ducats,  which 
he  enjoyed  until  he  died,  in  1586.  He 
painted  chiefly  Saviours  crowned  with 
thorns,  and  Madonnas  dolorosas ; he 
finished  highly,  and  was  the  Parmigi- 
anino of  Spain,  being  defective  in  his 
lengthy  drawing,  and  often  dark  and 
cold  in  colouring.  In  Spain,  and  still 
more  out  of  it,  every  head  of  Christ 
with  a brown  skin,  suffering  expres- 
sion, is  ascribed  to  Morales,  as  all  old 
castles  are  to  the  Moors.  He  painted 
many  large  pictures,  which,  from  lying 
out  of  the  way,  are  scarcely  known 
(see  Arroyo  del  Puerco  and  Alcantara). 
The  French  took  away  the  four  best 
from  the  cathedral,  and  those  which 
they  left  have  been  repainted  ; observe 
a Crucifixion,  with  a Parmigianino- 
like  old  man  The  cloister  of  the  ca- 
thedral contains  some  singular  archc-s 
and  twisted  pillars. 

In  the  Parroquia  de  la  Concepcion 
is  a retouched  Saviour  with  the  Cross, 
and  a fine  seated  Virgin  and  Child, 
painted  in  1546  by  Morales;  it  lias 
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been  much  injured : in  the  San  Ag list  in 
were  other  of  his  works,  and  a ludi- 
crous tomb  of  the  Marquis  de  Bai,  a 
general  of  Philip  V.,  who  was  so 
soundly  beaten  by  Stanhope,  at  Zara- 
goza, in  1710.  The  heroic  deceased’s 
effigy  resembles  a baboon  in  a periwig. 
There  is  a project  of  making  the  San 
Francisco  a Musco  of  paintings. 

The  notorious  Manuel  Godoy  was 
born  at  Badajoz  in  1768.  Thus  Estre- 
madura, which  once  could  furnish  a 
Pizarro  and  Cortes  to  gain  worlds, 
now  has  become  the  cradle  of  an  Imaz 
to  lo6e  its  capital,  and  of  a Godoy  to 
impoverish  and  barter  away  its  king- 
dom. 

The  arms  of  Badajoz  are  the  pillars 
of  Hercules,  and  the  motto  Plus  fJ lira. 
This  beyond  has  yet  to  be  accom-  \ 
plished ; here  it  may  well  allude  to  ; 
Portugal,  the  angulus  isle  of  Spauish 
ambition  ; and  the  want  of  this  round- 
ing corner  is  a real  source  of  weakness, 
since  its  possession  would  have  done 
more  for  Spain  than  that  of  Italy  or 
the  Low  Countries ; now,  instead  of 
being  a buttress  to  Spain,  it  is  a thorn 
in  her  side,  and  a vulnerable  frontier. 
Philip  II.  knew  this  wTell,and  pounced 
upon  the  prey,  which  was  lost  by  his 
grandsou  Philip  IV.  when  the  clay- 
footed Colossus  of  Spain  was  tottering 
rapidly  to  its  fall.  To  obtain  Portugal 
is  still  the  dear  wish  of  every  Spanish 
government,  which,  by  French  aid, 
would  long  ere  this  have  been  accom- 
plished, were  not  Lusitania  safe  uuder 
the  shadow  of  the  great  and  generous 
power  of  England. 


ROUTE  5G. — BADAJOZ  TO  LISBON. 
Elvas ...  3 

Alcaraviza 

4 

Estremoz  . • . • • 

2 

..  9 

Venta  del  Duque  . • 

3 

..  12 

Arravolos 

3 

..  15 

Montemor  novo.  • • 

3 

..  18 

Vendas  novas.  . . • 

4 

.. 

A los  Pekoes  . • • • 

3 

..  25 

A Idea  Gallega  • . • 

5 

..  30 

Lisboa 

5 

..  35 

This  route,  although  not  belonging 
to  Spain,  may  be  useful  to  those  who 
wish,  at  Badajoz,  to  return  to  England 
by  Lisbon ; or,  vice  versa,  to  those  who, 
having  landed  in  Portugal,  desire  to 


— BADAJOZ  TO  MADRID. 

visit  Seville  or  Madrid.  It  must  be 
performed  on  horseback,  and  is  one  of 
hardship  and  discomfort ; attend  to  the 
provend : the  roads  and  accommoda- 
tions are  a degree  worse  than  Spauish. 
The  Portuguese  have  never  been  anx- 
ious to  facilitate  the  approaches  of  a 
dreaded  neighbour.  This  journey  is 
to  be  ridden  by  a well-girt  traveller  in 
three  days,  sleeping  at  Eslremoz  and 
Montemor.  There  is  an  excellent  inn 
at  Lisbon,  the  hotel  of  Bragauza,  No. 
36,  ltua  do  Thezouro  Velho ; it  is  kept 
by  Charles  Dyson,  is  clean,  has  fire- 
places ; charges  9s.  a-day.  The  “ Pe- 
ninsular Hotel  ” is  also  well  spoken  of. 

Those  who  only  want  just  to  set 
their  foot  in  Portugal  may  ride  over 
to  Elvas,  for  no  Chinese  wall  of  art, 
no  natural  Pyrenees,  no  deep  Tagus, 
divides  the  antipathetic  kingdoms,  nor 
do  the  geography,  geology,  and  botany 
indicate  any  separation  ; a small  rivu- 
let, the  Caya,  is  the  Rubicon,  and  parts 
those  who  speak  the  sonorous  Castilian 
from  the  squeaking  Lusitanian.  The 
neighbours  love  not  each  other ; their 
intense  hatred  and  rivality  was  suug 
by  Byron  (Childe  Harold,  i.  32)  aud 
felt  by  Wellington  (Disp.,  June  12, 
1811).  The  Spaniard  despises  the 
Portuguese,  as  God  (says  he)  first 
made  the  Castilian,  and  then  the  Por- 
tuguese to  wait  upon  him,  the  truth 
being  that  the  Gallicians  are  the  slaves 
aud  white  niggars  of  the  Portuguese. 

ROUTE  57. — BADAJOZ  TO  MADRID. 


Talaveia  la  Heal  • • 
Lobon  ....... 

3 

2 

..  5 

Perales  ....... 

I 

6 

Merida 

3 

..  9 

Sin  Pedro  

2 

..  11 

Va.  de  la  Guia  . . . 

3 

..  u 

Miajadas 

3 

..  17 

Puerto  de  Santa  Crux 

3 

..  20 

Trujillo 

3 

..  23 

(arrascal 

2 

. . 2 a 

.laraicejo 

2 

..  27 

Po.  de  Miravete  . • . 

2 

..  29 

Almaraz 

2 

..  31 

Navalmoral 

2 

..  33 

Pajar  del  Rio  .... 

3 

..  36 

Torralba 

3 

..  39 

Laguna  del  Conejo.  . 
Talavera  de  la  Keina 

3 

..  42 

3 

..  45 

Sotoeochinos  . . . . 

2 

..  47 

El  Bravo 

2 

..  49 

Maqueda 

3 

. . 52 

Santa  Cruz  del  Netamar  . 

2 

Valmojado 

• • 

3 

..  57 

iogle 
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Navalrorncro  • 

....  2 . 

. 59 

Mostolea  . • • 

....  2 . 

. 61 

Madrid  . • • • 

....  3 . 

. 64 

This  is  the  camino  real  taken  by  the 
diligence,  which  is  the  best  method  of 
performing  a long  tiresome  route. 
The  road  is  bad,  the  coaches  slow,  the 
inns  miserable.  It  is  very  little  tra- 
velled, although  the  line  from  Madrid 
to  Lisbon.  There  is  some  talk  of  a 
new  road  from  Badajoz  to  Trujillo, 
through  Caceres ; 2 L.  will  be  saved, 
but  Merida,  the  great  attraction,  will  be 
left  out.  Meanwhile  the  traveller  going 
to  Madrid  should  secure  his  place  three 
days  before  the  coach  leaves  Badajoz, 
and  then  ride  over  to  Merida,  remain 
two  days,  and  be  taken  up  there.  The 
rest  of  the  journey  is  uninteresting,  save 
the  victory-field  of  Talavera.  Our 
urgent  advice  is  to  mount  horse  and 
make  a charming  tour  from  Merida  to 
Alcantara,  Coria,  Plaseneia,  San  Yuste, 
and  thence  taking  up  the  diligence  at 
Miravete  or  Talavera.  Better  is  it 
still,  for  those  who  have  time,  to 
lengthen  the  circuit,  and  proceed  from 
Plaseneia  to  the  Batuecas,  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  Salamanca,  Avila,  Segovia, 
and  the  Escorial. 

The  first  5 L from  Badajoz  are  over 
a dreary  plain.  Royal  Talavera  is 
full  of  ague  and  poverty.  We  rode  the 
distance  easily  in  a day. 

MERIDA  is  a clean,  cheap,  and  dull 
town,  with  a population  of  some  4500. 
There  are  two  inns ; one  is  in  the  town-, 
the  other,  a smaller  and  quieter  one,  is 
outside  and  on  the  Madrid  road  : at  this 
we  always  put  up.  from  the  fine  view, 
and  in  order  to  drink  the  excellent  red 
wine,  which  is  something  between 
claret  and  burgundy.  Merida  is  the 
Rome  of  Spain  in  respect  of  stupendous 
and  well-preserved  monuments  of  an- 
tiquity: at  every  step  we  tread  on 
some  vestige  of  the  past.  Emerita  Au- 
gusta, was  built  by  the  Legate  Publius 
Carisius,  in  the  year  23  b.c.  Augustus 
here  settled  the  veteran  Emeriti  of  the 
5th  and  10th  Legions,  who  had  served 
in  Cantabria.  The  city  became  the 
capital  of  Lusitania.  Its  splendour,  as 
existing  down  to  the  fourth  century,  is 
described  by  Prudentius  (Peris,  iii. 
3,  186),  in  his  hymn  on  the  death 


of  the  patroness  Eulalia,  Eu\a\tia, 
O’Lalor,  of  good  discourse,  who  must 
not  be  confounded  with  her  namesake, 
the  tutelar  of  Barcelona,  bom  here  in 
292 : she  was  one  of  the  earl  ids  t female 
martyrs  of  Spain.  Florez  (Esp.  Sag., 
xiii.  266)  gives  her  biography. 

The  Goths  used  Emerita  kindly. 
Thus  Sala,  Duke  of  Toledo,  repaired 
the  Roman  bridge  in  686,  at  the  re- 
nest of  Zenon  the  bishop.  They  here 
xed  the  metropolitan  see,  a dignity 
which  was  transferred  to  Santiago  in 
1 1 20.  The  town  remained  purely 
Roman;  and  such  was  its  solid  mag- 
nificence, and  so  unlike  Oriental  fill-, 
gree,  that  Musa  and  the  Moors  who 
came  to  attack  it  exclaimed,  “ All  the 
world  must  have  been  called  together 
to  build  such  a city.”  Who,  says  their 
Rasis,“  can  tell  the  marvels  of  Merida  ?” 
It  resisted  the  infidel,  because  the  in- 
habitants, seeing  the  white  hairs  of 
Musa,  said  he  never  could  live  to  take 
it  Thereupon  he  dyed  his  locks,  and 
appeared  to  them  as  a youth.  Terri- 
fied at  this  miracle,  the  Emeritans 
surrendered  Oct.  23,  715;  fair  terms 
were  granted,  and  they  retained  their 
temples,  creed,  and  bishops,  for  the 
Moors  observed  a good  faith,  never 
afterwards  shown  to  them.  They  built 
the  Alcazar  in  835.  The  town  was 
taken  from  them,  Nov.  19,  1229,  by 
Alonso  el  Sabio ; from  that  day  pro- 
vince and  city  date  their  decline  ; and 
now  this  locality,  which  under  Roman 
and  Moor  was“Urbe  potens,  populis 
locuples,”  under  the  Spaniard  is  poor 
and  almost  depopulated.  It  retains 
nothing  but  its  name  and  the  ruins  of 
the  past,  and  these  are  here  considered 
as  “ old  stones  useless,”  and  made  a 
quarry  by  the  corporation.  Philip  II., 
in  1580,  going  to  Portugal,  had,  how- 
ever, the  good  taste  to  see  their  merit, 
and  ordered  the  celebrated  architect 
Juan  de  Herrera  to  take  admeasure- 
ments and  make  drawings  of  every- 
thing, which  were  burnt  in  the  palace 
at  Madrid  in  1734.  However,  some 
104  inscriptions  have  been  copied,  aud 
are  in  the  Academy  of  History  at  Ma- 
drid. 36  different  coins  were  struck 
here  (Cean  Ber. 4 S.’  393  ; Florez,  ‘ M.’ 
i.  384).  The  common  reverse  is  a 
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“turreted  gate,”  with  the  words  “ Au-  1 
gusta  Emerita  these  still  constitute 
the  city  arms.  Observe  over  the  prison- 
door  a curious  ancient  sculpture  of  this 
charge.  Merida  has  been  strangely 
neglected  by  our  artists,  architects,  and 
authors,  who  too  often  only  go  over 
and  over  again  the  same  beaten  track ; 
thus  Beckford  congratulates  himself  on 
“ his  happiness  in  sleeping  through  this 
journey while  Southey,  who  could 
devote  pages  in  his  ‘ Letters  ’ to  reite- 
rated details  of  his  bad  eating  and  ver- 
min, passed  through  by  moonlight. 

Merida  is  unique  in  Spain,  and  in 
some  points  rivals  the  eternal  city  itself. 
It  rises  on  the  r.  bank  of  the  Guadiana, 
which  is  crossed  by  a Roman  bridge  of 
81  arches,  2575  feet  long,  26  broad, 
and  33  above  the  river  ; it  is  indeed  a 
bridge,  and  worthy  of  its  builder, 
Trajan.  Repaired  by  Goth  and  Moor,  ' 
it  was  not  neglected  by  Philip  III.  in 
1610,  as  the  inscription  in  the  portico  ' 
on  it  records : it  is  built  of  granite 
with  bossage  work,  almohadillado,  or 
“pillowed.”  On  an  island  in  the  river-  j 
bed  up  stream  is  a Roman  dyke  of  ma- 
sonry,  called  el  tajamar,  and  erected  to 
protect  the  arches  against  inundations  : ! 
this  singular  enclosure,  said  to  have 
served  as  a market,  is  now  given  up 
to  washerwomen.  The  Roman  and 
Moorish  Alcazar  towers  proudly  with 
its  palm-tree  over  the  bank,  as  seen 
from  this  spot ; some  of  the  arches  of  ( 
the  bridge  were  destroyed,  April,  1812, 
during  the  siege  of  Badajoz,  in  order  ' 
to  impede  Marmont's  advance  to  the 
relief.  Here,  in  1808,  800  French  kept  j 
at  bay  the  whole  army  of  Cuesta  for  a | 
month,  although  the  river  was  ford- 
able ; and,  to  make  the  contrast  more 
marked,  this  very  same  strong  point  ' 
was  abandoned  Jan.  8,  1811,  by  Men-  I 
dizabal  and  his  whole  army,  at  the 
first  sight  of  only  the  advanced  guard 
of  Soult ; a feat  which  the  Duke  consi- 
dered to  be  “ surpassing  anything  that 
the  Spaniards  had  yet  done  and  this 
in  Estremadura,  where  Paredes,  ac- 
cording to  Cervantes,  stopped  a whole 
army  with  his  single  sword. 

Recrossing  the  bridge  to  the  r.  is  the 
castle,  built  by  the  Romans,  and  added 
to  by  the  Moors  j it  then  became  the 


episcopal  palace,  and  next  that  of  the 
Knights  Templars,  whence  its  present 
name,  el  conventual.  In  1305,  at  their 
suppression,  it  was  granted  to  the  order 
of  Santiago,  whose  Provisor  resided  in 
this  frontier  outpost. 

It  was  plundered  and  ruined  by  the 
French,  by  whom  Merida  was  con- 
stantly garrisoned,  from  its  vicinity  to 
Portugal,  and  by  whom  it  was  as  ofteu 
injured,  particularly  by  Gen.  Reynier; 
then  the  ornamental  Alameda  was  cut 
down,  nor  were  even  the  olives  spared, 
although  the  source  of  existence  to  the 
poor  peasantry. 

Then  perished  the  ancient  chapel  in 
the  conventual ; the  colossal  thickness 
of  the  shattered  walls  is  evidence  of  the 
villanous  saltpetre  of  the  Gaul,  who  de- 
stroyed what  time  and  Goth  had  spared. 
There  are  now  only  the  remains  of  a 
temple,  and  a court  of  granite  pillars ; 
in  the  centre  of  the  enclosure  is  a 
square  tank,  and  near  that  a descent 
to  some  ancient  baths.  The  staircase 
is  ornamented  with  Corinthian  pillars 
and  friezes,  of  inferior  Roman  sculp- 
ture. The  gateway  near  the  river 
has  a marble  tablet  with  an  Arabic 
inscription. 

The  arch  of  Santiago,  of  vast  size, 
44  ft.  high,  was  built  by  Trajan  : now 
it  is  a mere  shell,  having  been  stripped 
of  its  marble  casing.  Around,  and 
heaped  like  a stonemason’s  yard,  is 
some  mutilated  and  neglected  sculp- 
ture ; near  this  is  the  half  Roman, 
half- Moorish  palace  of  the  Coude  de 
la  Roca,  a diplomat  of  Philip  IV.,  and 
author  of  the  * Conquista  de  Sevilla,' 
a poor  aping  of  Tasso : observe  the 
granite  blocks  in  the  tower,  and  the 
Roman  portions,  now  a stable.  In  the 
open  patio,  and  perishing,  is  a painting 
of  the  Conde  presenting  in  1630  his 
credentials  to  the  Doge  of  Venice ; that 
of  his  colleague,  Sir  Henry  Wooton, 
by  Fialetti,  is  better  preserved  at 
Hampton  Court.  Visit  fa  Casa  de  los 
Cerdas,  where  is  a well  built  up  out 
of  Corinthian  fragments ; so  at  the 
JDescalzos  and  Calvario  former  tem- 
ples have  been  used  up  by  the  monks 
as  mere  old  stones.  The  Casa  de  los 
Corvos  is  constructed,  like  the  custom- 
house at  Rome,  out  of  a temple  dedi- 
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cited  to  Diana ; it  was  peripteral,  with 
fluted  granite  pillars  and  Corinthian 
capitals  ; the  interstices  have  been 
built  in : the  best  view  is  from  the 
garden.  The  granite  of  Estremadura 
is  perishable  ; thus  the  angles  are  worn 
away  like  half-melted  lumps  of  sugar, 
while  the  brick  remains  perfect. 

The  modern  house  is  also  much  dila- 
pidated: thus  all  is  going  to  a common 
ruin.  The  absentee  lord  consigns  it  to 
the  neglect  of  a steward,  who  occupies 
a few  rooms,  as  a mean  insect  creeps 
into  the  untenanted  shell  of  the  larger 
animal. 

The  Forum  was  near  the  convent  of 
Descalzos ; the  area  and  some  shafts 
of  columns  only  remain,  for  this  huge 
convent  was  erected  at  the  expense  of 
autique  remains ; below  ran  the  Via 
lata,  wKartia,  SSos  xAaroj,  the  broad 
way  to  Salamanca,  now  called  Via  de 
Plata , a common  corruption  in  Spain. 
The  Roman  bridge  of  four  arches  still 
crosses  the  rivulet  Albarregas — Alba 
regia ; quite  perfect,  it  is  450  ft.  long 
by  25  ft.  wide,  and  the  original  pave- 
ment exists  in  spite  of  a traffic  of  seven- 
teen centuries.  It  runs  close  to  the 
great  aqueduct,  which,  beyond  ques- 
tion, is  one  of  the  grandest  remains  of 
antiquity  in  the  Peninsula  or  the  world : 
ten  arches  are  nearly  perfect;  37  shafts 
remain,  some  are  90  ft  high  ; they  are 
arched  in  three  tiers,  and  made  of  brick 
and  granite,  the  latter  worked  in 
bossage,  the  former  in  string  courses. 
The  magnitude  of  these  monuments  is 
very  impressive ; they  are  the  standards 
which  the  Romans  have  left  whereby 
to  measure  their  power  and  intellect. 
Below  still  trickles  the  streamlet,  labi- 
tur  et  labetur,  and  so  will  it  flow  gently 
ou  when  even  these  gigantic  ruins  shall 
have  crumbled  away.  How,  when  all 
this  greatness  has  vanished,  can  any 
man  who  looks  on,  fret  about  the  petty 
griefs  of  his  brief  hour  ? 1 1 is  a lonely 

scene,  a thing  of  the  past ; the  wild  figs 
amid  the  weeds  and  crumbling  ruins 
attest  the  fertility  of  nature  and  the 
neglect  of  man:  all  is  silent  save  when 
the  frog  croaks  in  the  swamp,  and  the 
stork  clicks  his  bill  from  the  top  arches, 
ou  which  his  unmolested  nest  is  built : 
well  may  the  natives  call  these  los 


1 Milagros ; as  to  them  indeed  they  are 
1 miracles  and  the  works  of  giants,  which 
; they  can  scarcely  even  destroy. 

This  was  only  one  of  the  many 
Roman  aqueducts  of  Merida  whicn 
poured  in  rivers ; another  crosses  the 
Madrid  road,  of  which  only  three  shafts 
remain,  as  if  to  shame  the  rambling 
make-shift  modern  aqueduct  built  by 
the  Maestro  Esquivel  under  Philip  II. 
It  conveys  water  from  el  Borbollon,  a 
spring  which  rises  about  2 L.  from 
Merida  near  the  village  Truxillano*. 
Beyond  these  three  shafts,  and  passing 
the  hermitage  of  San  Lazaro,  is  the 
Circus  maximus:  it  lies  in  a hollow  to 
the  r.  of  the  Madrid  road,  and  is  so 
well  preserved  that  a chariot-race 
might  easily  lie  given  there.  The  area 
of  this  hippodrome  is  now  a corn  field, 
but  the  central  elevation  on  which  the 
spina  meter,  &c.,  were  elevated,  is  per- 
fect with  its  original  pavement.  The 
whole  length  is  135(1  ft.  by  335.  The 
outer  walls  are  of  prodigious  thickness : 
the  eight  tiers  or  rows  of  seats  for 
spectators  still  remain.  The  view  of 
Merida  from  the  hillock  above  is 
charming. 

Continuing  outside  the  town  to  the 
E.  is  the  theatre,  called  lassiete  Sillas, 
from  the  seven  divisions  of  the  seats : it 
is  also  almost  perfect,  nothing  is  want- 
ing but  the  prosceuium.  The  vomito- 
ries are  quite  uninjured ; observe  the 
singular  boles  cut  in  the  stones.  The 
Spaniards,  by  adding  to  the  stern  so- 
lidity of  the  Roman  work  another  half- 
circle  in  paltry  brick  nogging,  had 
turned  this  theatre  into  a Plaza  de 
Taros  ; this  the  French  destroyed,  and 
the  modern  portion  is  now  a worse 
ruin  titan  the  ancient  oue : near  it  is 
what  was  the  amphitheatre,  or,  as  some 
contend,  the  Naumachia ; it  has  been 
much  used  up  both  by  the  Moors  and 
Spaniards  as  a quarry.  Opposite  to 
the  posadu,  on  the  Madrid  road,  is  the 
convent  of  Santa  Eulalia.  El  Hornito, 
the  “ little  oven,”  in  which  the  martyr 
girl  was  baked,  was  converted  into  a 
chapel  in  1612.  The  portico  is  low 
and  disproportioned : observe  the  pe- 
culiar purple-streaked  truncated  pil- 
lars : an  ancient  inscription  runs  thus, 
“ Marti  Sacrum  Vetilla  Paculi with 
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a modern  one,  “ Jam  non  Marti  sed 
Jesu  Christo,  D.  O.  P.  M.  ejusque 
sponsor,  Eulal.  V.  M.  denuo  consecra- 
tum.”  The  pillar  in  the  Campo  de 
San  Juan  was  raised  in  1646:  all  these 
works  are  in  bad  taste,  made  of  the  j 
disjecta  membra  of  ancient  temples  and 
fragments  brought  from  the  temple  of 
Mars  on  the  Plaza  now  dedicated  to 
Santiago,  and  of  Roman  capitals  and 
altars  placed  one  above  another.  The 
adjoining'  church,  dedicated  to  Santa 
Eulalia,  is  said  to  be  of  the  fourth  cen- 
tury : observe  the  Gothic  portal  and 
singular  capitals  of  pillars;  on  each 
side  of  the  high  altar  are  ancient 
chapels.  That  to  the  1.  belongs  to  the 
de  Koca  family.  There  are  other 
antiquities  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Merida:  first,  those  mighty  “pools” 
or  water  reservoirs,  el  logo  de  Proser- 
pina, or  the  Cltarca  de  la  Albtifera, 
which  lies  about  1 L.  N.  The  granite 
wall  which  dams  up  the  water  is  gi- 
gantic. The  towers,  by  which  stair- 
cases lead  down  into  the  huge  tank, 
are  called  los  Bocines.  There  is 
another  Roman  reservoir  near  Truxil- 
lanos  2 L.,  which  is  called  Albuera  de 
Comalvo;  it  is  smaller  than  the  Chorea, 
but  equally  colossal  in  style  of  execu- 
tion. The  rows  of  steps  have  induced 
some  antiquarians  to  imagine  that 
Naumachise  were  performed  here. 

There  is  a local  history,  a thick  4to. 
of  672  pages,  ‘ Historiu  dela  Ciudad  de 
Merida,'  Barnabe  Moreno  de  Vargas, 
Mad.  1633,  by  whom  (its  Corregidor) 
also  was  edited  the  4to.  Mad.  1633, 

* De  Vitis  et  Miraculis  ratrum  Emeri- 
tensium,’  written  by  Paulus  Diaconns. 
Consult  also  ‘Advertencias  de  Merida ,’ 
Juan  Gomez  Bravo,  4to.,  Florencia, 
1638.  The  different  antiquities  are 
carefully  described  by  Cean  Bermudez, 

4 S.’  384. 

Those  who  wish  to  visit  the  phos- 
phorite deposit  at  Logrosan  and  the 
convent  of  Guadalupe  (see  R.  58)  will 
only  take  their  places  from  Merida  on 
to  Trujillo. 

Those  who  are  riding  may  make  an 
excursion  to  Medellin,  which  lies  about 

5 L.  to  the  r. : those  who  do  not  will 
pass  on  to  the  next  page.  Medellin 
was,  before  it  was  sacked  by  Victor, 


one  of  the  most  flourishing  towns  of 
this  district.  There  is  a large  but 
ruined  castle  on  the  hill,  which  com- 
mands a most  extensive  panorama ; 
below  flows  the  Guadiana,  which  has  a 
j fine  bridge  built  by  Philip  II.  The 
remains  of  an  old  Roman  one  are  re- 
markable : consult  'Historia  y Santos ,’ 
Juan  Solano  de  Figuerroa  Altamira, 
4to.  Mad.  1630.  Hernando  Cortes  was 
born  here  in  1485,  for  whose  life  and 
deeds  see  Prescott’s  excellent  work,  the 
‘Conquest  of  Mexico,’  i.  208.  His 
dispatches  have  been  translated  and 
published  at  New  York  by  G.  Folsom. 
His  family  chapel  remains  at  Medellin 
in  the  San  Francisco. 

Victor  arrived  here  to  avenge  the 
manes  of  pillaged  Mexicans,  and  soothe 
the  ghost  of  Montezuma  by  pulling 
down  the  natal  house  of  his  murderer. 
It  was  in  the  fatal  plain  below  that 
Cuesta  risked,  March  28, 1809,  a battle, 
and  was  instantaneously  put  to  the  rout. 
He  had  drawn  up  his  forces  in  a line  of 
3 miles  long,  with  no  reserve,  intending 
to  “ catch  Victor  in  a net,”  and  re-enact 
Baylen ; but  at  the  first  charge  three 
Spanish  regiments  turned,  the  whole 
cavalry  following,  Echevarri,  of  Al- 
colea  disrepute,  again  leading  the  way 
in  flight.  According  to  Belmas  (i.  681 
the  French  loss  in  killed  and  wounded 
was  only  240,  while  that  of  the  Spani- 
ards exceeded  10,000;  for  the  French 
gave  no  quarter.  The  “ dpouvautable 
massacre " (Laborde,  i.  124)  and 
Victor’s  ferocious  treatment  of  his  pri- 
soners led  to  the  cant  expression  “ a 
la  Medellin.”  “ Le  cruel  Marechal 
fit  encore  apres  la  bataille  fusilier  403 
prisonniers”  (Schep.  ii.  307);  “etl’in- 
fanterie,  remplissaut  l’ouvrage  de'sho- 
uorant  de  bourreau,  massacrait  les 
blesses.”  The  results  of  this  day  were 
unimportant,  as  Victor  neglected  mili- 
tary advantages  in  order  to  plunder 
Guadalupe,  and  gratify  a personal  pique 
against  his  rival  marshals : by  not  ad- 
vancing rapidly  into  the  now  open 
Portugal,  he  contributed  to  the  defeat 
of  Soult  at  Oporto,  to  his  flight  to 
Lugo,  and  the  abandonment  of  Gallicia 
and  the  Asturias  by  Ney. 

Continuing  the  high  road  from  Ba- 
dajoz  to  Madrid,  a little  before  reach- 
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ing  Miajadas,  which  is  5 L.  from  Me- 
dellin, observe  the  hill  and  castle  of 
Montanches,  which  rises  to  the  1. : the 
desolate  Camino  Real  then  continues 
to  Trujillo,  Turris  Julia,  because  said 
to  have  been  founded  by  Julius  Caesar. 
There  is  a very  decent  and  clean  inn, 
the  Posada  de  los  Caballeros,  kept  by 
a widow,  up  in  the  town,  through 
which  the  road  does  not  pass,  as  it  is 
carried  below  under  it.  The  ancient 
city,  rising  as  it  does  to  the  1.,  has  from 
its  position  a very  imposing  effect, 
which  going  into  it  immediately  dis- 
pels: population  about  4500.  The 
streets  are  narrow  and  ill-paved,  yet 
some  of  the  dilapidated  houses  mark 
the  former  opulence  of  those  adven- 
turers who  returned  here  laden  with 
the  spoil  of  Peruvian  conquest.  The 
granite  knoll  on  which  Trujillo  is  built 
has  protruded  from  the  slate  basis ; the 
site  is  fine,  and  commands  the  country : 
the  town  lies  on  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  ridge,  which  to  the  N.  and  W.  is 
rugged  and  precipitous.  The  city  is 
divided  into  two  portions;  the  Villa, 
the  acropolis,  is  the  upper  and  most 
ancient;  once  the  seat  of  the  aristo- 
cracy and  garrison,  now  it  is  aban- 
doned, and  consigned  to  the  dead  and 
their  burial.  The  Villa  was  much 
ruined  by  the  French,  yet  the  remains 
are  curious : the  entrance  is  by  the 
arch  of  Santiago,  who  appears  mounted 
in  sculptured  relief : near  it  is  a tower 
of  Norman  character,  connected  to  a 
small  church;  observe  the  doorway 
and  circular  windows.  On  the  opposite 
side  of  the  gateway  is  another  tower, 
attributed  here  to  Julius  Csesar,  but 
which  is  Moorish,  and  contrasts  with 
the  modern  classical  portico  close  by, 
a poor  academical  affair  of  V entura  Ro- 
driguez. The  Villa  itself  is  bounded 
by  a wall  which  crests  the  ridge : at 
the  N.  end  is  what  was  the  Homan  for- 
tress, of  which  that  of  Merida  is  clearly 
the  type:  the  flanking  towers  are  of 
granite.  Walk  over  the  open  esplanade 
before  the  entrance.  This  castle  has 
been  much  added  to  in  modern  times, 
since  Trujillo  from  its  position  com- 
mands these  plains,  and  is  an  import- 
ant strategic  point,  supposing  it  were 
well  kept  and  garrisoned;  but  all  is 


now  neglect  and  dilapidation.  The 
paths  and  streets  in  the  Villa  are  nar- 
row and  cut  out  of  the  granite;  it  is 
a place  for  the  artist,  abounding  in 
ancient  gateways  of  cyclopean  Roman 
work  and  Moorish-looking  towers.  The 
Santa  Maria  has  a Lombard-like  tower 
older  than  the  church ; observe  the 
rose  window  to  the  W.  and  the  two 
lancet  windows  to  the  N.  The  build- 
ing has  been  much  shattered  by  an 
explosion : the  natives  ascribe  the  tower 
to  Julius  Csesar.  Observe  inside  the 
tombs  of  the  Cardinal  de  Gaeta  and  of 
Diego  de  Paredes.  “ He  (says  the 
Curate  in  Don  Quixote,  i.  32)  was  a 
gentleman  of  note,  a very  brave  soldier, 
and  of  such  great  natural  strength, 
that  he  could  stop  a windmill,  in  its 
greatest  rapidity,  with  a single  finger; 
and  being  once  posted,  with  a two- 
handed  sword,  now  at  Madrid,  at  the 
entrance  upon  a bridge,  he  repelled  a 
prodigious  army,  and  prevented  their 
passage  over  it"  There  is  a Life  of  this 
Hercules  and  Samson  of  Estremadura 
appended  to  the  4 Coronica  del  Gran 
Capitan,’  Alcala  de  Henares,  folio, 

1 584 ; and  another  by  Thomas  de 
Vargas,  4to.  Mad.  1621.  Near  Tru- 
jillo is  shown  the  well,  30  feet  wide, 
over  which  Diego  jumped  forwards 
and  backwards : ne  died  at  Bologna  in 
1534,  aged  64,  and  his  bones  were 
moved  to  Trujillo  in  1545.  Diego, 
unrivalled  in  personal  prowess  and 
daring,  served  as  a boy  at  the  capture 
of  Granada;  became  a general  of  Alex- 
ander VI.,  and  was  one  of  the  11 
champions  at  Trani,  at  the  Paso  de 
Armas  with  the  French,  where  he  him- 
self overthrew  three  of  his  opponents ; he 
was  the  right  arm  of  the  “ Great  Cap- 
tain,” and  at  the  victory  of  Cerignola 
alone  defended  the  bridge  against  a 
whole  company  of  French  knights : he 
fought  also  at  Pavia,  when  Francis  I. 
was  taken;  wherever  Moor  or  Gaul 
were  to  be  beaten  he  was  present. 

Descend  now  into  the  Ciudad:  in 
the  upper  portion,  near  the  Villa,  is  the 
Plaza,  a picturesque  jumble  of  build- 
ings public  and  private.  The  church 
of  San  Martin,  in  one  corner,  has  a 
fine  rose  window,  a single  nave  sup- 
ported by  noble  arches,  and  a stone 
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roof  of  singular  beauty  and  construc- 
tion. It  contains  curious  tombs;  one 
has  reliefs  sculptured  in  granite  of 
combats  with  the  Moor : here  also  is  a 
lapidary  inscription  to  the  conqueror 
of  Peru;  for  Trujillo  was  the  granite 
cradle  of  the  fierce,  false,  cruel,  yet 
energetic  Pizarro,  a “slate”  as  hard  as 
Spain  itself.  Oh  ! dura  tellus  Iberia; ! 
The  sou  of  a swineherd,  he  was  born 
here  in  1480.  Successful  in  every 
operation  that  he  conducted,  his  end 
was  that  of  a rocket,  which  bnrsts 
at  its  highest  elevation.  He  was  as- 
sassinated, like  Sertorius,  June  26, 
1541,  by  the  traitor  Herrera.  Pizarro’s 
neglected  house  is  on  this  Plaza.  At 
the  corner  are  figures  of  manacled  In- 
dians. fit  badges  of  the  bloody  “ Con- 
quest,” of  the  plunder  and  murder  of 
Atahualpa.  The  literary  public  looks 
forward  with  great  interest  to  his  life, 
on  which  Mr.  Prescott  is  now  occupied  ; 
his  name  is  a sufficient  guarantee. 

In  the  Plaza  is  the  Casa  del  Atptn- 
tamiento,  with  some  damaged  paintings 
in  the  salon.  Near  San  Martin  is  the 
vast  palace  of  the  Duke  of  San  Carlos, 
with  a patio  of  pompous  pretension,  to 
which,  as  in  the  palace  of  Charles  V. 
in  the  Alhambra,  interior  comfort  has 
been,  or  rather  would  have  been,  sacri- 
ficed, for  both  are  unfinished  monu- 
ments of  mighty  promise  and  beggarly 
performance.  Visit  also  the  house  of 
the  Conde  del  Puerto,  with  a good  stair- 
case ; observe  the  granite  Retablo  in 
the  parish  church  of  Santiago,  the 
patio  of  San  Francisco,  and  the  fine 
house  and  gardens  of  the  Martilla 
family,  destroyed  to  use  the  materials 
to  construct  a fort  by  the  French,  who, 
under  Gen.  Foy,  occupied  and  op- 
pressed this  unhappy  town.  The  Al- 
berca,  from  its  Arabic  name,  has  been 
ascribed  to  the  Moors,  but  it  is  pro- 
bable, from  its  form  and  construction, 
that  it  was  a Roman  reservoir,  of  which 
such  fine  types  exist  at  Merida.  The 
population  of  Trujillo  is  agricultural — 
mere  tillers  of  the  earth,  or  tenders  of 
swine.  The  land  is  neglected  and  un- 
cultivated ; much  indeed  is  stony  and 
poor,  hence  the  saying—' “Por  do 
qniera  que  a Trujillo  entrares,  an- 
daras  una  leyua  de  oerrocales.” 
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This  is  an  excursion  which  every 
geologist  and  botauist  who  is  not 
pressed  for  time  should  make,  and 
at  all  events  as  far  as  Logrosau  and 
Guadalupe ; those  who  do  not  will 
find  R.  57  continued  to  Madrid  at  p. 
2C6.  The  route  is  very  wild,  and  ill- 
provided  with  fleshly  comforts ; attend 
to  the  provend,  and  take  a local  guide ; 
there  is  some  difficulty  in  procuring 
horses  or  mules  even  at  Trujillo.  The 
first  day’s  ride  to  Logrosan  threads  a 
lonely,  partially  cultivated  country ; 
La  Covqnista  is  a ruined  cortijo  with 
a sounding  name,  an  estate  granted  to 
the  Pizarro  family.  So  it  will  be  better 
to  proceed  on  to  the  Ermita,  where 
there  is  an  excellent  well  and  an 
obliging  hermit ; passing  through  ja  ■ 
rales  y encinares,  at  Zorita,  the  road 
branches  off  S.E.  to  Almaden,  through 
Madrigaltjo,  3 L.,  a miserable  village, 
where  Ferdinand,  the  husband  of  Isa- 
bella, died,  Wednesday,  Jan.  23,  1516, 
aged  64.  “Tot  regnorum  domiuus, 
totque  palmarum  cumulis  ornatus, 
Christiana;  religionis  amplifieator  et 
prostrator  hominum,  rex  in  rusticanft 
obiit  casfl,  et  pauper  contra  hominum 
opinionem  obiit ;”  so  writes  hjs  faithfVil 
friend,  Peter  Martyr  (Ep.  566). 

The  posada  at  Logrosan  is  very  bad  ; 
this  town  contains  some  4000  souls ; 
it  is  placed  in  a narrow  valley  of  the 
Sierras  Pollares,  N.E.,  and  San  Cris- 
tolxil,  S and  W.,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  Guadalupe  range,  which  con- 
sists of  clay-slate,  alternating  with 
quartzite,  and  occasionally  pierced  by 
masses  of  granite.  The  grand  object 
is  the  presence  of  phosphorite  of  lime, 
which  is  almost  a solitary  instance  in 
Europe  ; the  vein,  or  rather  deposit, 
lies  about  half  a mile  to  the  N.N.E. 
and  S.S.W.  of  the  village,  and  occurs 
amid  clay  and  slate,  except  in  the 


264 


ROUTE  58. LOGROSAN — GUADALUPE.  Sect.  VII. 


centre,  where  it  is  intermixed  with  i 
quartz ; it  has  been  made  out  for  about 
two  miles,  sometimes  emerging  above 
the  loamy  soil  and  at  other  times  below 
it,  in  a bed  which,  in  some  places,  is 
ten  feet  deep,  and  in  general  is  from 
six  to  seven  feet  wide.  It  may  easily 
be  traced  by  its  general  light  straw  co- 
lour, but  the  finer  parts  have  a purple 
and  white  laminated  and  reniform 
structure,  like  some  depositions  of  car-  i 
bonate  of  lime:  it  is  extremely  phos- 
phorescent when  pulverised  and  thrown 
on  lighted  charcoal ; as  it  contains  no 
ingredient  of  organic  life,  it  is  presumed 
to  be  of  primitive  formation.  It  con- 
tains about  14  per  cent,  of  fluoride  of 
calcium;  thus  Nature  has  here  pro- 
vided amply  for  that  material  which 
enters  into  the  bones  of  animals,  both 
of  this  and  of  a former  age.  Logrosan 
stands  upon  and  is  chiefly  built  out  of 
a mass  of  very  hard  and  compact  black 
schist,  with  veins  of  quartz,  and  is 
placed,  like  Trujillo,  on  a granite 
knoll,  from  whence  the  view  is  very 
extensive.  The  town  is  poor  and  dirty, 
while  the  protruding  slates  render  the 
narrow  streets  still  more  inconvenient; 
it  is  without  shops  or  commerce,  the 
population  being  mere  peasants  and 
pig-feeders,  but  it  has  a fine  unfinished 
church,  rising  like  a cathedral,  with  a 
beautiful  absis  and  a pointed  retablo. 

Near  Logrosan  is  another  great  ob- 
ject of  interest,  the  Jeronomite  convent 
of  Guadalupe,  once  one  of  the  richest 
and  most  venerated  in  Spain,  but  now 
sequestered  and  sinking  into  poverty 
and  decay.  It  lies  about  5 L.  distant, 
about  half  of  which  are  over  the  plain, 
and  half  over  the  Sierra ; they  are 
equivalent  to  seven  at  least.  After 
passing  a wide  jaral,  the  picturesque 
village  of  Canamero  stands  at  a rocky 
gorge,  through  which  the  beautiful 
Kuccax  flows,  while  a bold  ridge  towers 
to  the  E.  Soon  the  defiles  of  the  Sierra 
are  entered,  amid  exquisite  scenery 
and  wild  aromatic  herbs ; then  a lofty 
table-land  is  ascended,  commanding  a I 
sweeping  panorama.  The  posadas are  | 
iniquitous  of  Guadalupe,  but  the  mule- 
teer generally  can  obtain  lodging  in 
some  private  house  on  the  Plaza.  The 
narrow  wynds  are  rendered  more  in- 


convenient by  being  built  on  a slope ; 
the  ground-floor  of  the  houses  under 
colonnades  is  given  up  to  stabling. 
The  convent  towers  grandly  above  the 
Plaza,  once  lord  of  all  it  surveyed  ; 
it  is  destined  to  be  a barrack,  but  the 
splendid  chapel  is  preserved  as  a parish 
church,  for  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe 
was  the  great  patroness  of  Estrema- 
dura ; she  guided  the  invaders  of  the 
new  world  to  victor}-  and  spoil,  and  to 
her  a share  was  always  apportioned ; 
hence  the  number  of  her  shrines  in 
Mexico,  where  Cortes  transported  his 
local  recollections ; he  himself,  on 
landing  in  Spain,  in  1538,  hurried  to 
worship  her  image  for  nine  days.  He 
and  his  followers  hoped,  by  offering 
at  her  altar  the  spolia  opima  of  their 
strangely  achieved  wealth,  to  obtain 
deathbed  pardons. 

There  is  a 4to.  history  of  the  most 
sacred  image  of  Guadalupe,  the  second 
in  holiness  in  all  Spain,  by  Diego  dc 
Montalbo,  Lisbon,  1G31 : in  1330  a 
cowkeeper  of  Caceres  discovered  the 
statue,  carved  by  St.  Luke,  and  given 
to  San  Leandro,  the  Gothic  uprooter 
of  Arianism,  by  Gregory  the  Great: 
it  was  miraculously  preserved  during 
the  six  centuries  of  Moorish  invasion. 
A hermitage  was  built  on  the  spot,  and 
in  1340  Alonso  XI.  raised  a chapel, 
which  Juan  I.,  in  1389,  converted  into 
a Jeronomite  convent,  subject  to  the 
Pope  alone.  The  site  was  a warm 
southern  fertile  slope,  abounding  in 
fruit,  water,  and  trout-streams,  and 
was,  with  the  whole  Sierra  de  Alta- 
mira,  given  to  the  monks.  This  or- 
der, peculiarly  agricultural,  formerly 
possessed  80,000  Merinos,  and  were  so 
rich  that  the  proverb  ran — 

“ Quicn  es  conde , y desea  ser  duque , 

Metase  J'raile  en  Guadalupe," 

Navagiero,  who  went  there  with 
Charles  V.,  describes  (p.  12)  the  place 
as  a city  rather  than  a monastery,  and 
speaks  of  a tower  said  to  be  filled 
with  gold ; the  cellars  for  wine  were 
proportionate.  The  castellated  walls 
show  how  strong  it  was ; indeed,  like 
in  the  convents  in  Syria,  this  precau- 
tion was  necessary,  to  defy  the  attacks 
of  the  infidel. 
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The  first  view  from  the  plaza  is 
very  imposing;  one  regrets  that  the 
ancient  balustrade  should  never  have 
been  finished  ; the  pointed  front  of  the 
chapel  contrasts  with  the  old  towers, 
turrets,  buildings,  and  library,  to  the 
1. ; the  whole  were  strengthened  with 
new  works  when  the  Carlist  Palillos 
held  it  during  the  civil  war  ; the  grand 
entrance  is  by  a noble  vestibule  with 
a Moorish  arch  to  the  1. ; here  is  the 
Sagrario,  and  to  the  1.  the  Gothic  tomb 
of  Alonso  de  Velasco ; the  walls  were 
hung  with  the  votive  chains  of  captives 
delivered  by  the  Virgin,  a purely  pa- 
gan practice.  In  an  adjoining  chapel 
is  a representation  of  a general  council 
held  here  in  1415;  ascending  to  the 
grandiose  Gothic  church,  to  tne  1.  lies 
buried  the  architect  Juan  Alonso, 
Maestro  que  Jiz6  esta  santa  lylesia. 
The  church  consists  of  three  naves,  in 
a massy  pointed  style,  but  the  exten- 
sion of  the  coro  has  destroyed  the 
symmetry.  The  superb  lofty  reja 
which  divided  the  monks  from  the 
populace,  is  a masterpiece  of  Francisco 
de  Salamanca  and  Juan  de  Avila. 
The  cupola  above  the  transept  is  oc- 
tagonal, with  gilt  capitals.  The  clas- 
sical Retablo,  designed  by  Juan  Gomez 
de  Mora,  and  executed  by  Giraldo  de 
Merlo,  is  imposing  in  itself,  but  out 
of  keeping  in  a Gothic  church.  It 
was  filled  with  paintings  by  Vicente 
Carducho  and  Eugenio  Cajes  ; it  has, 
in  later  times,  been  modernised  in  the 
worst  taste. 

The  walls  of  the  Capilla  Mayor 
were  ornamented  in  marble  by  Juan 
Bautista  Semeria,  a Genoese,  and  by 
Bartolome'  Abril,  a Swiss.  Observe 
the  royal  sepulchres,  statues,  and  carv- 
ings ; and  in  la  Capilla  de  los  cuatro 
altares,  the  effigies  of  Prince  Dionisio 
of  Portugal,  and  Doua  Juana  his  wife, 
erected  in  1461,  and  moved  to  their 
present  place  under  Philip  II.  Notice 
also  the  tomb  of  Dona  Maria  de  Gua- 
dalupe Lancaster  y Cardenas,  Duchess 
of  Aveyro.  A jasper  staircase  leads 
up  to  the  Camarin  of  the  Virgin,  or 
treasury,  which  is  in  vile  taste,  with 
some  sketchy  paintings  by  Luca  Gior- 
dano. The  dresses  and  wealth  in  it 
once  were  prodigious.  The  silver 
Sp. 


lamps,  &c.  were  carried  off  by  Victor, 
with  the  glorious  Custodia  .made  by 
Juan  de  Segovia;  then  disappeared  the 
silver  throne  of  the  image,  the  silver 
angels,  the  80  silver  lamps,  the  dia- 
monds, pearls,  gold,  and  jewels,  the 
offerings  of  kings.  He  carried  off 
nine  cartloads  of  silver ; but  he  was 
an  adept  at  this  art,  having  before  pil- 
laged the  real  Loretto  of  Italy ; he  how- 
ever left  the  image  behind,  although 
carved  by  St.  Luke.  Those  who  wish 
to  know  the  items  of  his  spoil,  and 
the  wonderful  relics  of  this  sanctuary, 
are  referred  to  “ Hist  or  ia  de  Nuestra 
Se Flora  de  Guadalupe ,”  folio,  Gabriel 
de  Talavera,  Toledo,  1597. 

The  splendid  Sacrist  ia  contains  eight 
fine  Zurbarans,  representing  the  life 
of  St.  Jerome,  which  from  monkish 
neglect  are  pure  and  uninjured.  There 
has  been  some  talk  of  moving  them  to 
a museo  at  Caceres.  The  church  is 
surrounded  by  an  assemblage  of  build- 
ings, at  once  extensive  and  sumptuous. 
There  are  two  noble  cloisters,  one  of 
a Gothic  pointed,  the  other  of  a Moor- 
ish styie.  In  the  principal  one  is  an 
’ elegant  Gothic  shrine,  or  temple,  and 
an  extremely  beautiful  double  arcade, 
one  above  the  other.  Observe  in  an 
angle  the  injured  tomb  of  Gonzalo  de 
Illescas,  Bishop  of  Cordova.  La  Bo* 
tica,  or  medicinal  dispensary,  yet  re- 
. mains ; and  the  library,  from  whence 
, the  best  books  have  disappeared.  This 
splendid  pile,  positively  of  no  use  in 
this  out-of-the-way  situation,  will  gra- 
dually fall  to  ruin,  like  the  monks  for 
which  it  was  raised ; they  have  served 
their  turn : they  it  was  who  introduced 
agriculture  into  these  former  forests 
aud  “ valleys  of  wolves."  They  made 
roads : and  it  was  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  approach  of  pilgrims  to  this  shrine 
that  Pedro  Tenorio,  Archbishop  of 
Toledo,  built,  in  1.338,  his  magnificent 
bridge  over  the  Tagus,  about  7^  L. 
below  Talavera  de  la  Reina.  He  gave 
to  the  convent  a fine  bronze  font, 
which  used  to  be  near  the  refectory. 

The  Serrania  of  Guadalupe  is  a con- 
tinuation of  the  Monies  de  Toledo. 
The  highest  range  is  behind  the  con- 
vent, and  is  said  to  be  7000  feet.  These 
mountains  divide  the  basins  of  the  Ta- 
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gus  and  Guadiana.  In  the  cistus-clad 
plains  game  of  every  kind  is  most 
abundant.  Those  who  propose  to  visit 
Almaden  must  return  to  Logrosan : 
which  is  a wild  ride  of  guess-work 
distances,  over  aromatic  dehesas  y des- 
poblados.  The  first  day’s  midday  halt 
will  be  at  Casas  de  Don  Pedro,  half  a 
league,  beyond  which  the  Guadiana  is 
crossed  at  a ferry.  Sleep  at  Tallaru • 
bias,  Lacipea,  a pretty  town  of  3100 
souls,  but  the  accommodations  are  very 
bad.  Here  the  saudstone  and  quartz 
cease.  The  next  day’s  ride  to  Almaden 
is,  if  possible,  more  lonely.  The  first 
and  only  village,  Espiritu  Santo,  is 
too  near  the  starting-place  to  be  of  any 
use  for  a midday  halt : rest,  therefore, 
at  a streamlet  before  ascending  the 
Sierra  beyond  La  Puebla  de  Alcocer. 
After  leaving  the  pasture- land,  the 
hills  become  extremely  wild  and  soli- 
tary, with  a wide  moor  on  their  sum- 
mit, and  thence  descend  to  Chillon,  a 
dependency,  as  it  were,  of  Almaden^ 
although  separated  by  a steep  hill.  For 
Almaden,  and  the  Route  to  Cordova, 
see  R.  9. 

ROUTE  58 — (continued). 

Those  continuing  to  Madrid  must 
return  from  Logrosan  to  Trujillo.  The 
high-road,  after  crossing  the  Monte  by 
a good  bridge,  ascends  to  Jaraistjo,  a 
miserable  hamlet,  which  commands 
the  plain,  where  the  conical  hill  of 
Santa  Cruz  and  Trujillo  form  fine  ob- 
jects. Here  the  Duke  lingered  after 
Talavera,  until  famine  and  the  breach 
of  every  Spanish  promise  forced  him 
to  withdraw  his  starving  troops  to  the 
agues  of  Merida  and  Badajoz.  Their 
writers  now,  as  then,  blink  all  their 
Punic  bad  faith,  and  falsely  assert  that 
political  motives,  and  a desire  to  secure 
Portugal  for  England,  were  the  real 
reasons  (Schep.  ii.  415). 

Hence  to  the  Puerto  de  Miravete, 
the  culminating  point,  from  whence 
the  eye  sweeps  over  interminable 
plains,  studded  here  and  there  with 
conical  hills.  The  Tagus  is  crossed  at 
the  picturesque  bridge  of  Almaraz, 
which  hangs  from  its  superb  cistus- 
clad  rocks  over  the  deep  sea-green  co- 


loured river.  It  was  built  in  1 552  by 
Pedro  de  Uria,  and  paid  for  by  the 
city  of  Plasencia,  as  opening  commu- 
nications with  it  and  La  Mancha. 
Lower  down  is  another  bridge  built  by 
a Plasencian,  the  Card.  Juan  de  Car- 
vajal,  and  hence  called  el  Puente  del 
j Cardenal,  which  opens  communica- 
tions with  Trujillo.  The  bridge  of 
Almaraz  consists  of  two  arches,  one  of 
which  was  destroyed  in  1809.  It  is 
580  ft.  long,  25  wide,  and  134  high, 
and  spans  a most  picturesque  gorge. 
Lord  Hill  took  his  title  from  Almaraz, 
as  lie  re,  May  18,  1812,  he  conducted 
“ with  consummate  ability  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  actions  in  the  war.” 
Following  the  Duke’s  instructions,  he 
passed  the  intricate  defile  of  La  Cueva 
with  such  secrecy,  that  both  Drouet 
and  Foy  were  deceived.  He  next  as- 
saulted Fort  Napoleon,  although 
guarded  by  1000  French  and  1'8  guns, 
and  carried  it  without  artillery  by  the 
bayonet,  the  garrison  leaping  down 
into  the  river  from  sheer  panic  at  such 
unheard-of  audacious  gallantry,  while 
Fort  Ragusa,  although  the  Tagus 
flowed  between,  was  abandoned  by  the 
scared  enemy.  By  this  splendid  affair 
Soult  was  cut  oft’  from  Marmont,  and 
the  Duke  then  wrote  home  that  he 
should  try  the  latter  single-handed, 

| “ no  man  in  the  army  entertaining  a 
doubt  of  the  result;”  that  result  was 
Salamanca.  Hill,  with  a mere  hand- 
ful of  men,  was  the  terror  of  the  French 
in  Estremadura  : and  Buonaparte  writ- 
ing privately  to  Soult  inquired,  “ Com- 
ment il  est  possible  que  six  mille  Anglais 
et  quatre  ou  cinq  mille  Portugais  aient 
enleve  les  magasins  de  Merida,  se 
soient  avances  jusque  sur  les  debouches 
de  I’Ahdalousie,  et  y soient  restes  un 
mois,  et  cela  dcvant  votre  armee  forte 
de  24,000  hommes,  et  composee  des 
meilleures  troupes  du  monde,  pouvant 
presenter  plus  de  soixante  mille  hom- 
mes presents  sous  les  armes,  et  une  ca- 
valerie  si  superieure  en  nombre  ?” 
Leaving  the  Tagus  the  road  turns 
inland  to  Navalmoral,  and  soon  the 
province  of  New  Castile  is  entered. 
Oropesa  gives  a title  to  the  Duke  of 
Frias,  who  has  here  an  irregular  dila- 
pidated palace,  and  a fine  castle  with 
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round  towers  and  keep : hence  through 
oak  woods  to  Talavera  de  la  Reina,  or 
Reyna,  of  “ the  Queen,”  because  given 
by  Alonso  XI.  as  an  appanage  to  the 
royal  consort.  There  are  two  other 
Talaveras ; one,  la  Real,  is  near  Ba- 
dajoz,  and  the  other,  la  Vieja,  which 
lies  10  L.  from  that  of  la  Reina,  on 
the  I.  bank  of  the  Tagus.  The  remains 
of  this  last  old  Roman  town  have 
served  to  build  the  modern  hamlet. 
The  pillars  and  arch  of  a temple,  how- 
ever, have  escaped.  See  two  papers  in 
the  ‘ Mem.  de  la  Acad,  de  Historia,’  i. 
345  ; and  Cean  Ber.  ‘ S.’  1 1 5. 

Talavera  de  la  Reina — Talabriga — 
is  a decayed  place,  but  charmingly 
situated  on  the  Tagus  in  a verdurous 
vega ; the  Posada  del  Fresco,  on  the 
Plaza,  is  tolerable. 

The  town  is  ancient,  straggling,  ill- 
paved,  and  inconvenient,  but  full  of 
nice  bits  for  the  sketch-book ; the  inner 
circumvallation  is  Roman ; the  Torres 
Albarranas  were  built  in  937  by  the 
Moors;  these  old  girdles  rise  pictu- 
resquely among  the  houses ; see  the 
arch  of  San  Pedro,  and  the  irregular 
Plaza,  with  red  houses,  porticos,  and 
balconies.  There  is  a fine  but  dilapi- 
dated bridge  and  a pleasant  Alameda, 
whose  groves  in  the  spring  are  tenanted 
by  nightingales.  Another  pleasant  and 
favourite  paseo  is  on  the  Madrid  road, 
leading  to  Nuestra  Senora  del  Prado,  a 
hermitage  built  on  a Pagan  temple, 
and  where  Pagan  rites  continued  to  be 
celebrated  down  to  1807.  These  jlo- 
ralia  were  called  las  Mondas  de  Tala- 
vera, and  were  akin  to  the  Helston  May 
“ Furry,”  the  Flora  of  Cornwall ; a 
sort  of' chief  magistrate  was  chosen  for 
the  day,  who  was  called  Justicia  de 
Mogiganga,  because  he  presided  over 
the  large  images  then  paraded  about 
A complete  lectisternia  also  took  place, 
and  idols  were  “ borne  on  men’s  shoul- 
ders” with  curious  rites. 

The  population  of  Talavera  is  about 
7500 ; the  former  silk  and  hat  manu- 
factures have  very  much  declined  ; 
that  of  coarse  earthenware,  alfareria, 
made  from  a clay  brought  from  Calera, 
still  languishes.  The  Gothic  Colegiata 
is  not  remarkable  : begun  in  1211,  re- 
paired in  1389,  it  afterwards  was  mo- 


dernised. The  once  fine  Jeronomite 
convent  near  the  river  was  begun  in 
1389,  by  the  Archbishop  Pedro  Te- 
norio,  and  altered  in  1549  and  1624; 
the  staircase  and  Ionic  facade  are 
excellent.  The  Dominicos  contained 
three  grand  sepulchres  — Cardinal 
Loaisa,  and  Pedro  Loaisa,  with  Cata- 
lina his  wife.  Mariana,  the  historian, 
and  Alonso  de  Herrera,  the  writer  on 
agriculture,  were  both  born  here.  The 
bridge  over  the  Tagus,  and  dedicated 
to  St.  Catherine,  was  built  in  the  1 5th 
century  by  the  great  Cardinal  of  To- 
ledo, Pedro  Mendoza ; it  is  much  dila- 
pidated from  neglect. 

On  the  hill  to  the  1.  and  on  the  plain 
on  the  Madrid  road  was  decided,  July 
27  and  28,  1809,  what  the  Duke  justly 
calls  “ the  long  and  hard-fought  action 
against  the  French,  with  more  than 
double  our  numbers,”  and  commanded 
by  Jourdan,  Victor,  and  Joseph  in 
person.  Cuesta,  the  Spanish  general, 
rather  than  take  a hint  from  a younger 
officer,  twice  lost  the  tide  of  aft'airs,  and 
thus  the  first  time  saved  Victor  from 
defeat,  and  the  second  almost  ensured 
it  to  himself.  Had  he  advanced  on  the 
Alberche  on  the  22nd,  as  the  Duke  en- 
treated him  to  do,  Victor  single-handed 
must  have  been  crushed.  The  allies 
then  took  up  a position  before  Talavera, 
the  English  being  posted  to  the  I.  on 
the  Cerro  de  Meaeflin,  and  the  Spani- 
ards in  the  woods  of  the  plain.  Victor 
concentrated  all  his  forces  against  the 
English,  by  whom  he  was  everywhere 
beaten  back.  Night  terminated  the 
contest,  the  Duke  sleeping  on  the 
ground  in  his  cloak.  Victor’s  second 
attack  failed  from  Sebastiani’s  neglect- 
ing to  assist  him,  as  he  did  again  at 
Barrosa.  Victor  himself  had  risked 
this  battle  prematurely  ; jealous  of 
Soult,  he  hurried  it  on  before  that  mar- 
shal could  arrive  from  his  defeat  at 
Oporto.  The  French  finally  abandoned 
the  field,  having  lost  20  cannon,  and 
1 0,000  killed  and  wounded  ; the  Eng- 
lish lost  6200.  “The  Spanish  army,” 
wrote  the  Duke  (Disp.  Aug.  25,  1809), 
“ with  very  trifling  exceptions,  was  not 
engaged,  yet  whole  corps  threw  away 
their  arms,  and  ran  off  in  my  presence, 
when  they  were  neither  attacked,  nor 
n 2 
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threatened  with  an  attack,  but  fright- 
ened, I believe,  by  their  own  fire.” 
“ When  these  dastardly  soldiers  run 
away,  they  plunder  everything  they 
meet,  and  in  their  flight  from  Talavera 
they  plundered  the  baggage  of  the 
British  army,  which  was  at  that  time 
bravely  engaged  in  their  cause.” 

After  the  battle  the  town  of  Tala- 
vera, which  refused  bread  to  the  starv- 
ing English  ally  offering  money  for  it, 
was  found  by  the  French  enemy  to 
contain  corn  enough  for  their  army  for 
three  months  (Schep.  ii.  424).  Twice 
did  the  French  sack  the  town.  “ Victor 
assembled  his  troops  to  pillage:  every 
man  was  provided  with  a hammer  and 
a saw;  they  filed  off  by  the  beat  of 
drum  (Victor  originally  was  a drum- 
mer-boy) in  regular  parties  to  their 
work,  as  a business  with  which  they 
were  well  acquainted  ; nothing  escaped 
their  search”  (Southey,  24).  “ Had 

Spaniards  in  any  way  kept  their  word, 
and  if  I could  have  been  fed,”  said  the 
Duke,  “ I should  after  Talavera  have 
turned  and  struck  a brilliant  blow  on 
Soult  at  Plasencia.”  He  was  justly 
raised  to  the  peerage  for  this  splen- 
did battle,  although  Mr.  Whitbread 
affirmed  that  “ it  would  have  been 
better  for  Sir  Arthur  if  he  had  never 
changed  his  name and  Lord  Grey 
criticised  his  “ want  of  capacity  and 
skill.”  Thus  encouraged,  old  Cobbett 
cut  coarse  jests,  and  vented  out  his 
anti-English  treason  on  Baron  Tala- 
vera and  his  wars.  Buonaparte  was  so 
pleased  with  the  sayings  and  writings 
of  these  worthies,  that  he  had  them 
translated  into  the  Paris  papers,  but 
even  the  French  thought  them  to  be 
only  his  usual  lies  and  forgeries. 
“ The  truth  is,”  said  Lord  Dudley, 
“ that  the  Whig  opposition  had  staked 
everything  upon  Napoleon’s  success, 
and  are  grieved  at  his  failure.” 

To  complete  this  narrative,  Belmas 
(i.  92),  writing  but  the  other  day,  and 
under  Soult’s  eye  and  patronage,  gives 
Cuesta  38,000  men,  Venegas  28,000, 
and  Sir  Arthur  22,000  English  and 
5000  Portuguese  ; thus  drawing  up  on 
paper  113,000  “men  in  buckram” 
against  only  40,000  French.  Thus  is 
written  what  our  ingenious  neighbours 


call  history;  the  real  numbers  of  the 
English  being  only  1(3,000  raw  troops, 
who  most  signally  repulsed  34,000 
French  veterans. 

Quitting  Talavera,  the  dreary  coun- 
try resembles  La  Mancha,  a wide  ex- 
panse of  corn-plains,  denuded  of  trees, 
with  here  and  there  miserable  villages. 
To  the  1.  rise  the  snowy  Avila  and 
Guadarrama  chains.  At  Maqueda  is 
a ruined  tower,  called  la  Torre  de  las 
Infantas,  where  Berenguela  resided 
while  guardian  to  her  nephew'  Hen- 
rique  I.  Fucnsalida,  which  gives  the 
title  of  Count,  and  is  so  well  known  to 
readers  of  ballad  romance,  lies  to  the 
r.  of  the  road  between  Maqueda  and 
Santa  Cruz  del  Retamar.  The  mangy 
wearisome  country  continues  to  Naval- 
carnero,  “ the  plain  of  sheep,”  where  a 
tolerable  wine  is  made ; then  crossing 
the  Guadarrama  river  at  Mostolcs,  and 
soon  after  the  Manzanares,  we  reach 
the  mud  walls  of  Madrid  (see  Sect.  xi.). 
Those  artists  and  antiquaries  who  have 
leisure  may  diverge  from  Maqueda 
either  to  tne  r.  or  1.  As  this  was 
once  a frontier  line,  it  contains  many 
fine  but  ruined  castles  of  the  former 
great  nobility,  who  guarded  the 
marches.  Mr.  Wells  has  given  the 
details ; and  first  for  the  1.  The  tra- 
veller will  make  for  Avila,  and  thence 
by  the  Escorial  to  Madrid:  he  must 
ride  and  atteud  to  his  provend.  Esca- 
lona,  founded  by  the  refugee  Jews 
from  Ascalon,  distant  from  Maqueda 
about  9 miles,  rises  nobly  on  a hill 
above  the  charming  trout-stream,  the 
Alberche,  which  is  crossed  by  a good 
bridge.  Portions  of  the  old  walls  re- 
main, and  the  once  splendid  palacio  of 
the  counts,  with  a chapel.  It  was 
built  in  14s  2 by  the  great  Alvaro  de 
Luna,  in  rich  decorated  semi-Saracenic 
taste  of  the  age.  Visit  also  the  Co- 
legiata : hence  to  Cadalso  is  a pleasant 
ride,  amid  vines,  olives,  and  covers 
abounding  in  game  : population  1000  : 
placed  on  an  eminence,  it  commands 
a fine  view  over  the  champaign  plains. 
Visit  the  castle  and  gardens  of  the 
Conde  de  Miranda,  now  dilapidated. 
Here  it  was  that  Isabella  met  her 
brother  Henrique  IV.  after  their  re- 
conciliation at  Guisando,  where  he 
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had  declared  her  to  be  his  heiress  to 
the  crown.  L.  through  a country 
of  fruit-trees  and  pines,  leads  to  the 
celebrated  monastery  Toros  de  Gui- 
sando,  and  so  on  to  Avila  (see  Route 
100). 

Those  who  strike  to  the  r.  for  Toledo 
must  ride  also;  and  first  to  Torriios, 
2 L.,  population  lfiOO;  it  is  placed  in 
the  fertile  Sagra,  This  now  dilapi- 
dated hamlet  owes  its  noble  buildings, 
so  disproportionate  to  its  size,  to  the 
proprietors,  the  Dukes  of  Maqueda, 
who,  like  the  Ferias  at  Zafra,  de- 
lighted in  adorning  their  place  of 
residence.  Don  Gutierre  de  Cardenas 
was  a favourite  of  Isabella,  who,  in 
1491,  granted  him  an  orle  of  eight 
shells  or,  which  are  placed  every- 
where in  his  palace  decorations.  The 
once  magnificent  but  now  ruined 
Franciscan  convent  was  founded  by 
Teresa  Enriquez,  daughter  of  the 
great  admiral  of  Castile  and  wife  to 
Don  Gutierre ; and  the  remains  of 
past  magnificence  in  the  churches  and 
palace  mock  the  present  poverty  of 
the  denizens:  all  hastens  to  decay, 
becoming  every  day  more  delectable 
in  form  and  colour  to  the  artist : out- 
side the  picturesque  walls  is  a pretty 
Gothic  cross  and  fountain ; inside,  in 
the  long  street,  all  delicious  bits,  are 
a superbly  decorated  Gothic  church 
with  fine  facade,  a gateway,  a convent 
going  to  ruin,  a grand  semi-Moro 
palacio,  with  rich  artesonado  ceilings 
and  former  state,  but  now  abandoned 
to  the  usual  fate  which  broods  over 
the  provincial  mansions  of  the  absentee 
nobles  of  Spain.  Hence,  passing  liar- 
cience,  where  there  is  another  ruined 
castle  with  square  tower  and  quadran- 
gular girdle  of  walls,  1 L.  on  to 
Hie  Ives,  and  3 more  to  Toledo.  It, 
however,  is  much  better  to  branch  off 
from  Torrijos  S.W.  to  Escalouilla, 
1 L.  Population  2000.  It  has  a fine 
ruined  castle,  a good  Parroquia,  de- 
dicated to  the  Magdalen,  with  a grand 
relic,  the  body  of  St  Germain  de 
Auxerre.  The  artist  should  manage 
to  be  here  July  31,  when  the  chapel  is 
visited  by  all  the  picturesque  peasantry 
of  the  Sagra.  Outside  the  town,  about 
) mile  E.  near  Casas  Albas,  is  the 


hermitage  of  Nuestra  Sen  ora  de  la  Es- 
'trella,  Our  Lady  of  the  Star,  the 
“ Lucida  Sidera”  of  antiquity:  here 
also  a grand  festival  is  held  every 
Easter  Monday.  At  1 L.  from  Esca- 
lonilla  is  the  large  hamlet  of  la  Puebla 
de  Montalban,  population  4000.  The 
environs  abound  in  corn,  oil,  and 
wine.  There  is  a good  bridge  over 
the  Tagus.  It  contains  a Palacio  of 
the  Duques  de  Uceda  on  the  plaza,  a 
handsome  decorated  hospital,  two  noble 
parish  churches,  one  with  three  grand 
naves,  the  other,  San  Miguel,  with  a 
fine  brick  tower,  built  in  1004  by 
Cristobal  Ortiz.  The  imposing  ma- 
sonry facade  of  the  Franciscan  nunnery 
was  built,  in  1543,  by  Laurencio  de 
Ilachoa : observe  also  the  ruined  her- 
mitage de  Nuestra  Senorade  la  Soledad. 
Toledo  lies  distant  5 L.  and  Rielves  2. 

None  should  fhil  to  visit  the  castle, 
which  lies  distant  about  6 miles,  over- 
hanging a ravine,  as  if  put  there  on 
purpose  for  artists.  The  ruin  is  very- 
large,  square  in  form  and  moated : it 
belonged  to  the  Condes  de  Fuensalida. 
The  position  is  more  picturesque  than 
even  our  Warwick  Castle : three  sides 
look  over  a precipitous  cleft,  through 
which  a river  boils  along  into  the 
Tagus,  which  is  seen  in  the  distance. 
There  are  many  beautiful  points  of 
view ; the  most  striking  are  the  Des- 
pehadera  de  la  Mora,  the  lover’s  leap 
of  the  Moorish  girl.  There  are  other 
castles  in  this  district,  such  as  Guada- 
mur,  Oryaz,  Almonacid  (see  Index). 

Those  who  have  ever  performed  this 
tiresome  Route  58,  will  never  do  it 
twice ; accordingly,  on  our  second 
visit  to  Merida  we  struck  off  on  horse- 
back to  Alcantara,  continuing  indeed 
our  pilgrimage  to  Santiago  and  the 
Asturias,  and  riding  down  to  Madrid 
through  Leon  and  Valladolid,  a route 
we  strongly  recommend  to  those  who 
have  leisure. 
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Garrovillaa  .....  ft  ..  29$ 

Canaveral 2 ..31$ 

Coria 4$..  36 

Plaaencia 9 ..  45 

This  must  be  ridden : take  a local 
guide,  as  the  country  is  chiefly  lonely 
dehesas ; and  as  the  accommodations 
are  indifferent,  attend  to  the  commis- 
sariat. There  is  a shorter  cut  to  Ar- 
royo del  Puerco  of  12  L.,  avoiding 
Caceres ; 6 to  Casas  de  Don  Antonio, 
and  6 on.  On  quitting  Merida  and 
the  Charca,  a waste  of  cistus  com- 
mences : here  and  there  Roman  mili- 
tary columns  about  7 feet  high  still 
stand  in  their  original  positions,  and 
mark  the  Via  lata,  or  great  Roman 
road  from  Merida  to  Salamanca,  which 
in  some  places  is  admirably  preserved. 
The  best  work  on  Roman  roads  is  the 
* Histoire  des  Grands  Chemins,'  Nic. 
Bergier,  4to.,  Paris,  1622.  At  4^  L. 
after  an  ascent  Montanches  appears  on 
its  hill ; Alcuescar  lies  to  the  r.,  and 
below  it  Arroyo  de  Molinos,  where,  Oc- 
tober 28,  1811,  Lord  Hill  routed  Gen. 
Girard,  who  with  5000  men  had  been 
sent  there  by  Soult.  Ordered  by  the 
Duke,  he  halted  the  night  of  the  27th 
at  Alcuescar:  the  honest  villagers  kept 
the  secret  so  well  that  the  Freuch  re- 
mained ignorant  of  their  danger,  and 
early  the  next  morning,  during  some 
rain,  Hill,  with  the  71st  and  92nd, 
surprised  and  put  them  to  flight. 
They  ran,  throwing  away  their  packs, 
arms,  and  everything  that  constitutes 
a soldier ; and  yet  they  were  some  of 
the  “ finest  French  troops  ” in  Spain  ; 
they  were  lusty  and  strong,  filled  with 
wine  and  meat,  while  the  English  were 
hungry  and  foot-sore  : and  even  then, 
had  not  our  cavalry  missed  their  way, 
not  a Frenchman  could  have  got  off : 
as  it  was,  1300  prisoners  were  taken, 
all  their  artillery,  colours,  baggage, 
and  plunder.  Girard  narrowly  escaped. 
M.  Dumas  (iii.  234),  accounts  very 
satisfactorily  for  this  affair:  “ Les 
Fran(;ais,  surpris,  attaque's  avec.  im- 
petuosite,  i inrent  cdder  au  nombre 
“ quoique  les  Anglais  fussent  dix  fois 
supo'rieurs  en  nombre,  le  Gen.  Girard 
-t-rva  tout  son  sang  froid.”  ! ! 
iose  who  do  not  care  to  visit  this 
ous  site,  may  avoid  it  by  taking 


a bad  but  shorter  road  to  thel.,  which 
leads  up  to  Montanches  (Mons  Anguis). 
This  hill-fort  has  a castle  which  was 
the  prison  of  the  minion  minister,  the 
ill-fated  protd^d  of  Lerma,  Rodrigo 
Calderon.  This  is  the  capital  of  the 
bacon  district,  and  the  pork  is  superla- 
tive. We  strongly  recommend  Juan 
Valiente  to  the  lover  of  delicious 
hams ; each  jamon  averages  about 
12  lb. ; they  are  sold  at  the  rate  of  7$ 
reales  for  the  libra  camicera,  which 
weighs  32  of  our  ounces  (see  ‘ Gather- 
ings’).  Montanches  is  a central  and 
almost  equi-distant  point  between  Me- 
rida, Medellin,  Trujillo,  and  Caceres, 
half  way  to  which  is  Torremocha,  and 
there  is  a project  of  opening  a new 
road  to  Madrid  and  Badajoz,  which  is 
to  join  the  camino  real  at  Trujillo. 

Caceres,  Castra  Csecilia,  Castra  Cse- 
saris,  is  the  capital  of  its  swinish  dis- 
trict There  is  a tolerable  Meson , el 
de  los  Htteros.  N.  B.  Order  Mayras  con 
Huevos.  Population  under  10,000.  It 
is  the  residence  of  the  petty  authori- 
ties, and  of  many  provincial  proprie- 
tors, hidalgos  y hacendados,  who  fatten 
and  get  rich  by  the  saving  and  selling 
their  popular  bacon.  The  climate,  like 
the  bacon, is  delicious,  and  the  environs 
very  fertile.  The  elevation  keeps  the 
tidy  town  cool,  while  the  rivulets 
which  flow  from  el  Marco  irrigate  the 
gardens  that  produce  excellent  fruits 
and  vegetables.  There  is  not  much  to 
be  seen  here,  and  the  people  are  dull 
and  porcine.  There  is  a fine  suppressed 
Jesuit  convent,  and  a Seminario, 
founded  in  1603.  The  Gothic  Parro- 
uia  of  San  Mateo  was  built  by  Pedro 
e Ezqnerra.  Observe  in  the  San 
Maria  the  retablo,  Assumption,  and 
Coronation  of  the  Tutelar.  The  Hos- 
pital de  la  Piedad,  founded  by  Gabriel 
Gutierrez,  has  a good  patio  and  stair- 
case. On  the  Plaza  is  some  mutilated 
sculpture,  a Ceres,  and  inscriptions. 
Antiquities  are  constantly  turning  up 
in  the  environs,  especially  in  the  dehestt 
de  los  Arrogatos,  and  are  as  constantly 
re-buried  or  destroyed.  Caceres  has 
an  Audiencia,  whose  jurisdiction  ex- 
tends over  547,000  souls:  in  1844, 
2220  persons  were  tried,  which  was 
about  one  in  250.  It  was  near  Ca- 
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cires,  according  to  his  flattering  eulo- 
gists, that  Monsieur  Foy  covered  him- 
self with  glory.  Surprised  by  some 
Spaniards,  March  14,  1810,  he  and  his 
troops  got  over  “ six  lieues  d’Espagne 
en  cinq  beures : cette  retraite  fit  le  plus 
grand  honnettr  au  Ge'n.  Foy”  (V.  et 
C.,  xx.  11).  “L’Europe,”  says  the 
modest  hero  himself,  “ a vu  la  cel6rite 
de  nos  mouvemens  de  strategie  et  de 
tactique,  et  elle  a ete  saisie  d’epouvante, 
car  le  secret  de  la  guerre  est  dans  les 
jambes”  (i.  89). 

Those  who  do  not  wish  to  go  to 
Montanches,  or  Caceres,  will  turn  off 
at  4 j L.,  before  reaching  Alcuesar, 
and  then  proceed  through  oak  woods 
to  Casas  de  Don  Antonio,  a poor  place, 
where,  however,  a bed  and  supper  are 
to  be  had  at  the  venta : a six  hours' 
ride  next  day,  over  a treeless,  granite- 
stewed  country,  leads  to  Arroyo  del 
Puerco,  “ Pig’s  Brook for  here  the 
unclean  animal  is  the  joy  and  wealth 
of  rich  and  poor.  In  the  parish  church 
of  this  miserable  village  are  16  of  the 
finest  pictures  ever  painted  by  Morales ; 
12  are  very  large ; and  although 
chilled,  dirty,  and  neglected,  they  are 
at  least  pure.  The  altar  divides  them 
into  two  portions,  which  again  are  sub- 
divided into  two  tiers,  each  tier  con- 
taining four  pictures,  three  large  and 
one  small.  The  subjects  are  “ Christ 
in  the  Garden,  bearing  the  Cross the 
“Annunciation “ Nativity “ Christ 
in  Limbo,”  very  fine ; “ St.  John 
preaching a “ St.  John,”  three-quarter 
length,  and  a “ Saviour  bound,”  its 
companion,  both  very  fine  ; the  “ De- 
scent,” fine ; the  “ Burial ;”  the  “ Chrisft 
and  Joseph  of  Arimatbsea  ” are  grand ; 
“ Adoration  of  Kings  “ Circum- 
cision “ Ascension  of  Christ the 
“ Pentecost;”  “Saviour  with  the  reed;” 
and  “ St.  Jerome.” 

A six  hours’  lonely  ride,  amid  wild 
oaks,  leads  to  Alcantara,  by  Brozas, 
which  stands  with  an  old  castle,  and 
the  Torre  de  Belvis,  on  a naked  hill. 
In  the  house  of  the  Conde  de  Canil- 
leros  was  the  sword  of  the  redoubtable 
Garcia  Paredes.  3 L.  of  a treeless, 
miserable  country,  with  a stone  wall, 
Oxfordshire  look,  now  extends  to  Al- 
cantara, Arabice  Al-Kantarah,  the 


Bridge.  It  was  the  Lancia  of  the 
Yettones,  the  Norba  Cicsarea  of  the 
Romans.  The  town  is  placed  on  an 
eminence  over  the  Tagus.  Population 
under  4000.  It  is  a ruined  abode  of 
misery,  where  gutted  churches  and 
roofless  houses  bear  record  of  Gen.  La- 
pisse,  who  was  sent  to  his  account  at 
Talavera,  and  who  came  here  in  1809 : 
“ His  whole  route  had  been  marked  by 
the  most  wanton  cruelties : he  remained 
at  Alcantara  only  one  night,  but  that 
night  was  employed  in  plunder,  and  in 
the  commission  of  every  crime  by  which 
humanity  can  be  disgraced  and  out- 
raged.’* See,  for  details,  Southey 
(chap.  xx.). 

Alcantara  formerly  belonged  to  a 
military  order  of  monks,  founded  in 
1156  by  Suero  Rodriguez  Barrientos, 
to  defend  the  frontier,  a principle  bor- 
rowed from  the  Moorish  Eubitos.  The 
order  was  at  first  called  de  San  Julian 
de  Pereyro,  and  was  Benedictine. 
They,  like  the  Templars,  soon  became 
rich  and  powerful ; their  wealth  then 
was  coveted  by  the  crown,  as  much  as 
their  influence  was  dreaded,  and  both 
were  absorbed  iu  1495  by  appointing 
the  King  the  “ Master.”  Their  noble 
granite-built  convent,  San  Benito,  is 
almost  a ruin,  the  work  of  the  invaders ; 
it  was  built  in  1 506  by  Pedro  de  Larrea, 
and  improved  by  Philip  II.  l'he  church 
is  lofty  and  grandiose,  the  slim  pillars 
elegant.  The  decaying  high  altar  con- 
tains some  injured  pictures  of  Morales, 
the  best  of  which  are  a fine  “San  Mi- 
guel,” a “ St.  John,”  a “ Pentecost,” 
au  “ Apostle  ” reading,  and  a “ Resur- 
rection ” — doubtful.  Observe  the  cha- 
pel de  Piedra  Buena  ; it  was  erected  by 
Pedro  de  Ibarra  in  1550,  and  enriched* 
with  granite  and  cinque-cento  work 
by  Francisco  Bravo,  Comend ador  de 
Piedra  Buena.  Observe  his  fine  marble 
sepulchre.  The  pictures  in  the  cha  - 
pel have  been  shamefully  used  and 
neglected.  Many  knights  are  buried 
in  the  church,  e.  g.  Diego  de  Santillan, 
1503;  Nicolas  de  Ovando,  1511;  also 
many  others  in  the  solemn  cloister. 
Here  is  a small  temple  and  some  in- 
jured sculpture,  especially  a “ Resur- 
rection,” and  an  “ Adam  and  Eve.” 
Observe  the  wooden  tattered  chest  in 
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•which  Pelayns  floated  down  250  miles 
from  Toledo.  Morgado,  in  his  history 
of  Seville  (p.  22),  gives  the  legend, 
which  the  reader  at  home  will  find  in 
Southey’s  ‘ Don  Roderick,’  notes,  51. 
For  the  works  on  this  order  and  town 
consult  ‘ Cronica  de  las  Tres  Ordenes,’ 
Hades  y Andrada,  fol.  Toledo,  1572  ; 

‘ Historia  de  las  Ordenes  Militates,’ 
Francisco  Caro  de  Torres,  fol.  Mad. 
1629;  ‘ Antigiiedades  de  Alcantara  ’ 
Jacinta  Arias  Quintana  Duenas,  4to. 
Mad.  1661 ; ‘ Origen  de  la  Orden  de 
Alcantara,’  Juan  Calderon  de  Robles, 
fol.  Mad.  1 662 ; and  by  the  same  author, 
size,  and  date,  * Privilegia  Selecliora 
Militia  San.  Juliani  de  Pereiro,’  fol. 
Mad.  1662;  ‘ Betrato  Politico  de  Al- 
cantara,’ Leandro  Santibanez,  8vo. 
Mad.  1 779 ; ‘ Cronica  de  la  Villa  de 
Alcantara’  Alonso  Torres  y Tapia,  2 
vols.  fol.  Mad.  1763. 

El  Puente  de  Alcantara,  “ the  bridge 
of  the  bridge,”  is  however  worth  going 
100  L.  to  see ; it  stems  the  rock-walled 
lonely  Tagus,  striding  across  the  wild 
gorge.  The  deep  sullen  river  rolls 
through  a desolate  arid  country ; and 
here  resembles  a mountain  enclosed 
narrow  lake ; but  the  bridge  is  the 
soul  of  the  scene,  and  looms  like  a 
huge  skeleton,  the  work  of  men  when 
there  were  giants  on  the  earth : loneli- 
ness and  magnitude  are  the  emphatic 
features ; grey  with  the  colouring  of 
1 7 centuries,  during  which  it  has  re- 
sisted the  action  of  the  elements,  and 
the  worse  injuries  of  man  ; it  is  600  ft. 
long  by  28  wide,  and  245  ft.  above  the 
usual  level  of  the  river,  which  here  is 
about  40  ft.  deep,  rising  however  in 
floods  to  176,  for  the  narrow  pass  is  a 
funnel : the  best  point  of  view  is  from 
the  other  side,  turning  down  the  rocks 
to  the  1.  It  was  built  for  Trajan,  a.d. 
105,  and  is  worthy  of  an  emperor,  i 
The  architect,  Caius  Julius  Lacer,  was 
buried  near  his  work,  but  barbarians 
have  demolished  his  tomb.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  bridge  a chapel  yet 
remains  with  a dedication  to  Trajan 
and  some  verses : one  couplet  deserves 
mention,  as  giving  the  name  of  the 
architect : 

“ Pontcm  perpetui  mansurum  in  saecula'mnndi, 
Fecit  divinft  nobilis  arte  lacer. 


There  are  6 arches : the  granite  is 
worked  in  bossage,  or  pillowed  work, 
almohadillado,  and  no  cement  was  used. 
The  centre  arch  has  sunk:  one  arch 
was  destroyed  in  war-time  before  1200, 
and  remained  only  repaired  in  wood 
until  1 543,  when  Charles  V.  restored 
it,  as  an  inscription  records,  which  is 
given  by  Cean  Ber.*(S.  398) ; the  2nd 
arch  on  the  r.  bank  was  blown  up, 
June  10,  1809,  by  Col.  Mayne,  who 
had  been  directed  to  do  so  if  die  enemy 
advanced.  This  order,  when  the  dan- 
ger was  past,  was  unfortunately  either 
not  rescinded  by  Cuesta,  or  the  bearer 
of  the  message  was  killed,  and  Mayne 
had  not  kept  it  secret ; whereupon 
Victor  menaced  the  bridge,  “ with  no 
other  view  than  to  canse  its  destruc- 
tion ” (Napier,  viii.  3).  This  vandalism, 
of  no  use  to  him  in  a strategic  point  of 
view,  was  solely  done  to  throw  the 
odium  on  the  English.  See  the  Duke’s 
Dispatch  to  Cuesta,  June  11,  1809. 
The  bridge  was  repaired  in  1812  by 
Col.  Sturgeon. 

There  is  a direct  road  to  Coria  7 L., 
by  Ceclavin  3 L.,  Pescuenza  2 L.,  and 
thence  2 L.  more : it  is  without  interest. 
We  made  the  following  circuit,  and  let 
none  omit  to  do  so : keep  along  the  1. 
bank,  over  hill  and  dale,  to  Garro- 
villas,  and  thence  descend  to  the  river, 
which  pours  here  through  a more  level 
country  a tranquil  deep  blue  stream, 
which  reflects  the  azure  sky  and  not 
the  dun  tints  of  calcined  rocks,  and 
pass  over  at  La  Barca  ; at  this  ferry 
are  the  remains  of  a noble  Roman 
bridge  de  Alconetar,  or  del  Mandible  ; 
the  high  road  from  Merida  to  Sala- 
manca crossed  the  Tagus  here : all  is 
now  a ruin,  save  5 arches  on  the  r. 
bank ; the  masonry  resembles  that  of 
Alcantara : to  the  r.  the  rivulet  Monte 
enters  the  Tagus ; a shaft  of  a Roman 
bridge  and  a miliary  stone  remain : 
above  is  a ruined  castle.  This  lonely 
scene  is  made  for  the  artist.  A stony 
Bambla  now  leads  up  to  Canaveral,  a 
poor  village,  where  we  slept ; hence  to 
Coria  the  hills  throughout  the  ride 
command  glorious  views,  especially 
after  passing  the  convent  San  Pedro 
de  Alcantara  and  the  cork-woods. 
Coria  rises  over  the  Alagon,  which  is 
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crossed  by  a ferry,  for  the  bridge  with 
5 arches  stauds  high  and  dry  in  the 
meadow,  since  the  river  has  changed 
its  course,  or  ha  salido  de  madre,  and 
deserted  its  mother,  which  neither 
seems  to  “ know  that  it  is  out  ” nor 
care,  and  the  Corians  take  no  steps  to 
get  it  in  again,  but  trust  to  the  pro- 
verbial habit  of  unfaithful  rivers  re- 
turning to  their  old  beds  like  repentant 
husbands : Despues  de  anos  mil,  vuelve 
el  rio  a su  cubit.  Many  Spanish  rivers 
■want  bridges,  but  occasionally  bridges 
want  rivers  (see  Olloniego,  Duenas, 
Zaragoza,  &c.),  and  yet  the  poor 
Corians  alone  are  called  Los  Bobos, 
bridge  boobies : Bovo  is  an  Arabic 
word  for  fool. 

Coria,  Caurium,  a decayed  town  of 
some  2500  souls,  is  the  see  of  a bishop, 
suffragan  to  Santiago.  The  extremely 
curious  walls  are  among  the  few  which 
escaped  the  order  of  Witiza,  by  which 
the  cities  of  Spain  were  dismantled: 
they  are  Roman,  built  of  simple  solid 
granite,  without  cement,  and  average 
30  feet  high  by  19  thick : they  are  de- 
fended by  towers  placed  at  intervals, 
and  disfigured  by  paltry  houses  built 
up  against  them.  The  best  point  of 
view  is  from  the  pretty  Alameda  near 
San  Francisco.  Observe  the  modern 
aqueduct  and  the  huge  Torre  de  San 
Francisco,  with  corner  bartizan  turrets 
and  machicolations ; it  is  Castilian, 
and  was  constructed  out  of  ancient 
materials.  The  view  from  the  top  is 
ood : the  old  gates  have  been  wo- 
ernised ; in  that  of  Im,  Guia  is  some 
mutilated  sculpture.  The  cathedral  is 
Gothic,  built  of  granite,  with  buttresses 
and  a pepperbox  steeple  ; the  principal 
entrance  is  ornamented  with  elaborate 
cinque-cento  work ; the  cardinals’  heads, 
in  the  open  gallery  to  the  r.,  are  finely 
designed.  The  interior,  without  aisles, 
resembles  a large  college  hall.  The 
Silleria  del  Coro  is  very  old  and  cu- 
rious, of  the  rude  but  bold  carving  of 
1389.  The  Retablo  is  all  gilding  and 
churriguerismo.  Observe  the  highly 
enriched  sepulchre  of  Catalina  Diaz, 
obt.  1487,  and  wife  of  the  architect, 
Martin  Caballero,  obt.  1495,  and  the 
kneeling  figure  of  Bishop  Garcia  de 
Galarza  in  his  magnificent  tomb,  on 


! the  Gospel  side  of  the  high  altar ; and 
near  it  another  kneeling  effigy  of  an- 
other prelate,  Pedro  Ximenez  de  Prex- 
amo,  obt.  1495. 

Coria,  in  1812,  was  the  winter- 
quarters  of  Lord  Hill,  whose  kindness, 

\ coupled  with  valour,  strict  discipline, 
and  punishment  of  plunderers,  won 
golden  opinions,  when  contrasted  with 
the  misconduct  of  the  enemy.  The 
whole  country  to  Plasencia  was  ra- 
vaged by  Soult;  for  the  dreadful  de- 
tails see  Toreno  ix.  and  Durosoir  231  ; 
Coria  was  sacked  August  15,  1809,  by 
the  invaders : “ the  heavens  blushing 
by  night  at  their  fires,  while  columns 
of  smoke  by  day  marked  their  pro- 
gress.” The  bishop  of  Coria,  aged  85, 
was  sick  in  bed  at  Hoy  os,  where,  Aug. 
29,  a detachment  of  French  were  hos- 
pitably received  by  him,  and  the  offi- 
cers entertained  by  his  clergy  at  table. 
This  they  repaid  by  murdering  six  of 
their  hosts  and  a servant,  plundering 
the  house,  and  to  conclude,  tore  the 
sick  prelate  from  his  bed  and  shot  him 
(Schep.  ii.  432). 

Quitting  Coria,  the  first  4 L.  to  Pla- 
sencia run  on  the  r.  bank  of  the  Ala- 
gon,  through  desolate  encinares  to  the 
ferry  at  Galisteo : and  in  case  (as  it 
was  with  us)  the  boatmen  happen  to 
be  absent,  you  may  ford  the  stream  just 
below  the  towu  to  the  r.  Ruined  Ga- 
listeo, with  its  castle  and  long  lines  of 
battlemented  walls,  which  conceal  the 
town,  looks  imposing.  The  palace,  be- 
longing to  the  Arcos  family,  contains 
a most  superb  patio  with  open  galleries 
and  granite  columns,  a fine  staircase, 
and  medallions  of  the  time  of  Charles 
V. ; it  is  sadly  abandoned.  Observe 
also  outside  the  walls  a fantastic  con- 
vent with  two  brick  towers  and  a hand- 
some portal.  Here  the  Gerte  joins  the 
Alagon.  The  noble  bridge  was  built  in 
1 546  by  the  Conde  de  Osorio ; 3 L. 
over  undulating  hills  lead  to  Plasencia, 
but  make  a detour  to  Malpartida  to  see 
the  glorious  Parroquia.  It  was  de- 
signed in  1551  by  Pedro  de  Ezquerra ; 
the  fa<;ade  is  grand  and  classical.  Ob- 
serve the  cornice  and  candelabra,  the 
granite  statues  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul : 
the  interior  was  completed  in  16U3. 
The  sculpture  of  the  chief  Retablo  is 
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by  Agustin  Castaoo,'  1G22.  The  fine 
materials  of  this  church  came  from  the 
quarry  near  the  town  de  los  cinco  her- 
tnanos.  A long  league  leads  to  Pla- 
sencia,  placed  on  the  last  knoll  which 
descends  from  a snow-clad  sierra. 

PLASENCIA  is  girdled  by  the 
Xerte  ; the  two  valleys  from  the  snow- 
capped Sierras  de  Bejar  and  de  la 
Vera  are  bosoms  of  beauty  and  plenty : 
that  to  the  N.W.  is  called  el  Valle, 
that  opposite  la  Vera,  ver  ibi  purpu- 
reum  et  perpetuum.  The  picturesque 
town  is  defended  by  crumbling  walls 
and  semicircular  towers,  with  a ruined 
Alcazar  to  the  N.  and  a long  connect- 
ing line  of  acjueduct.  Plasencia,  seen 
from  outside,  is  indeed  most  pleasing  on 
all  directions:  here  river,  rock,  and 
mountain, — city,  castle,  and  aqueduct, 
combine  to  euchant  the  artist,  under  a 
heaven  of  purest  ultra-marine  ; the  best 
points  are  from  the  granite-strewed 
hill,  opposite  the  Puerta  del  Postigo. 
The  valley  to  the  S.W.  is  chariniug, 
and  the  bridges  artistical.  The  families 
of  Monroy,  and  especially  that  of  Car- 
vajal,  have  done  much  for  this  city. 
Consult  “ Histnria  y Anales  de  Pla- 
sencia" Alonso  Fernandez,  folio,  Mad. 
1627. 

Here,  according  to  some,  stood  the 
Roman  Ambracia,  and  on  Ambroz,  its 
deserted  site,  Alonso  VIII.,  in  1190, 
founded  the  city,  which  he  called,  in 
the  nomenclature  of  that  devout  age, 
“ Ut  Deo  placet — the  Een-shallah, 
the  “ Si  Dios  quiere,"  the  “ If  the 
Lord  so  will.'*  It  was  made  a bishop- 
ric, suftragan  to  Santiago,  and  rose  to 
be  a flourishing  town.  Now  decayed, 
it  scarcely  contains  6000  souls,  having 
never  recovered  August,  1809,  when 
Cucsta,  by  neglecting  the  Duke’s  re- 
peated request,  omitted  to  secure  the 
passes  of  Banos  and  Perales,  and  thus 
let  Soult  come  down  on  Talavera,  and 
neutralize  that  hard-fought  victory,  and 
plunder  Plasencia  as  he  passed  through. 
The  ornate  Gothic  cathedral  is  unfor- 
tunately unfinished.  The  older  one 
occupied  the  site  of  the  Jesuits’  con- 
vent, and  being  too  small,  this  was 
begun  in  1498.  The  Capilla  Mayor 
was  commenced  by  Juan  de  Alava; 
subsequently  Diego  de  Siloe  and  Alonso 


de  Covarubbias  were  employed.  The 
S.  entrance  is  noble  and  solid.  Ob- 
serve the  windows  and  plateresque 
faqade  and  candelabra : the  Berruguete 
Puerta  del  Enlosado,  to  the  N.  is  grand 
and  serious,  with  Julio  Romano-like 
granite  medallions  and  arms  of  Charles 
V.  and  the  Carvajals.  The  interior  of 
three  naves  is  unfinished.  The  Silleria 
del  Coro  was  carved  in  1520  by  Ro- 
drigo Aleman,  and  is  most  elaborate, 
although  somewhat  tedesqne,  with  the 
sacred  and  profane,  serious  and  ridi- 
culous, incongruously  jumbled  toge- 
ther. Observe  the  two  stalls  near  the 
Coro  alto,  and  the  Gothic  spire : Ale- 
man also  carved  the  throne  of  the 
bishop,  and  the  confessional  of  the 
Penitenciario.  The  Retablo  of  the  high 
altar  and  statues  are  by  the  great  Gre- 
gorio Hernandez,  1626.  The  chief 
subject  is  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin, 
to  which  assumption  this  cathedral 
is  dedicated ; the  gaudy  colours  and 
gilding,  and  frittered  drapery,  are  un- 
pleasing, but  it  is  a grand  whole.  The 
Reja  is  a masterpiece  of  Juan  Bautista 
Celma,  1604;  here  the  Assumption 
figures  again.  The  fine  arts  have  been 
ill  fated  here,  as  the  pictures  by  Fran- 
cisco Rici,  in  the  altar  mayor,  have 
l>een  retouched,  the  Marriage  of  St. 
Catherine,  by  Rubens,  stolen,  and  the 
Nativity,  by  Velazquez,  accidentally 
burnt  with  the  chapter-house  in  April, 
1832.  These  pictures  were  the  gift  of 
the  Bishop  Juan  Lozano : observe 
among  the  fine  sepulchres  that  of  the 
kneeling  prelate  Pedro  Ponce  de  Leon, 
obiit  1573,  in  the  Berruguete  style. 
The  portal  to  the  Sacristia  is  in  rich 
plateresque,  and  near  this  a noble  stair- 
case leads  to  the  roof. 

The  Bishop  Pedro  de  Carvajal  is 
buried  in  the  San  Nicolas:  this  Pla- 
sencian  family  rose  high  in  the  church, 
under  the  Valencian  Borgia  .popes : 
one  lies  buried  in  Santa  Croce  at  Rome. 
In  the  Monjas  de  San  Ildefonso  is  the 
noble  tomb  of  Cristobal  de  Villalba, 
armed  and  kneeling.  In  San  Vicente 
is  the  armed  effigy  of  Martin  Nieto, 
1597,  and  one  of  the  finest  things  in 
Estremadura ; near  this  Dominican 
convent  is  la  Casa  de  las  Bovedast, 
built  for  the  Marques  de  Mirabel  in 
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1550.  Observe  the  patio  and  pillars ; 
the  saloons  were  painted  in  fresco  with 
the  wars  of  Charles  V.  In  the  clois- 
tered terrace,  el  Pensil,  were  arranged 
some  antiquities  found  at  Capara  and 
elsewhere,  and  among  them  a colossal 
foot.  The  superb  armoury  has  been 
stolen : in  the  Casa  de  los  Vargas  are 
some  other  antiquities,  principally  in- 
scriptions of  no  interest,  but  the  in- 
vaders pillaged  both  these  houses. 

Two  miles  W.  of  Plasencia,  at  Nues- 
tra  Sefiora  da  Fuente  Duenas,  is  the 
ruin  of  a Roman  sepulchre.  From 
Plasencia  there  is  a wild  but  pic- 
turesque ride  to  Avila,  26  L.,  by  the 
Puerto  de  Tornavacas.  The  angler 
and  artist,  who  have  leisure,  should  at 
least  make  an  excursion  to  the  Puerto, 
8 L.,  up  the  charming  'valley  of  the 
Xerte,  which  winds  amid  fruit  and 
verdure,  walled  in  on  each  side  by  the 
snow-capped  Sierras  de  Bejar  and 
Vera:  he  might  put  up  at  Cabezuela, 
distant  6 L. 

ROUTE  60. — PLASENCIA  TO  TRUJILLO. 

Those  who  wish  to  know  what  a 
despoblado  and  dehesa  mean,  may  ride 
this  rough  route,  14  L.  The  Puerto 
de  la  Serraua,  whence  robbers  are  said 
to  spy  the  traveller,  is  distant  3 L. ; 
hence  to  San  Carlos,  2 L.,  near  which 
the  Tietar  enters  the  Tagus ; the  latter 
is  crossed  by  a noble  bridge  built  by 
the  Cardinal  Juan  de  Carvajal,  and 
hence  called  Puente  del  Cardenal.  The 
castle  now  seen  about  2 miles  below 
is  that  of  Monfrague,  Monsfagorum; 
hence  to  Torrejon  el  Jiubio,  and  cross- 
ing the  Vid  over  a good  bridge, 
through  a country  given  up  to  game 
and  rabbits,  and  then  again  crossing 
the  Monte  and  Magasca  by  stone 
bridges,  all  the  work  of  the  cardinal, 
we  reach  Aldea  del  Obispo,  and  the 
oak  woods  in  which  Pizarro  fed  his 
pigs.  Crossing  the  Tojos  by  another 
bridge,  Trujillo  terminates  this  wild 
ride. 

ROUTE  61. — PLASENCIA  TO  TALAVERA 
DE  LA  REINA. 

Those  who  are  fond  of  fishing,  shoot- 
ing, sketching,  geologizing,  and  bota- 
nizing, may  ride  this  line,  visiting  San 


Yuste,  and  thence  taking  a local  guide 
over  the  dehesas,  either  to  Miravete  to 
the  r.  or  to  Talavera  to  the  1. ; but 
whether  going  to  Madrid  or  on  to 
Salamanca,  let  none  fail  making  the 
excursion  from  Plasencia  to  this  me- 
morable convent  to  which  Charles  V. 
retired.  It  lies  on  the  S.W.  slope  of 
the  Sierra  de  Vera,  distant  7 L.  from 
Plasencia,  and  about  a 7 hours’  plea- 
sant ri&e.  The  charms  of  this  valley 
are  described  in  Amenitates  de  la  Vera, 
8vo.  Mad.  1667. 

Cross  the  Xerte  and  ascend  the  steep 
Calzones,  thence  through  olives  and 
vineyards  to  the  V era  or  valley,  which 
is  some  9 L.  in  extent ; after  4 L.  of 
dehesas  y mates  the  road  ascends  to  the 
1.  to  Pasaron,  a picturesque  old  town 
of  Prout-like  houses,  toppling  balconies 
hanging  over  a brawling  brook.  Ob- 
serve a palace  of  the  Areos  family. 
The  road  next  clambers  up  a steep 
hill,  amid  fruit  trees  of  every  kind. 
Soon  the  beautiful  Vera  expands,  with 
the  yellow  line  of  the  Badajoz  road 
running  across  the  cistus-clad  distance 
to  Miravete:  then  the  Jeronomite  con- 
vent appears  to  the  1.  nestling  in  woods 
about  half-way  up  the  mountain,  which 
shelters  it  from  the  wind.  Below  is 
the  farm  Magdalena,  where  in  the 
worst  case  the  night  may  be  passed ; 
ascend  to  the  monastery,  keeping  close 
to  a long  wall.  This  Spanish  Spalatro, 
to  which  the  gout-worn  empire-sick 
Charles  retired  to  barter  crowns  for 
rosaries  away,  was  founded  in  1404, 
on  the  site  where  fourteen  Gothic 
bishops  had  been  killed  by  the  Moors. 
Charles  sent  his  son  Philip  (when  on 
his  way  to  England  to  marry  our 
Mary)  to  inspect  this  place,  which  he 
had  years  before  noted  as  a nest  for 
his  old  age : he  himself  planned,  when 
in  Flanders,  the  additional  buildings, 
which  were  erected  by  Antonio  de 
Villa  Castin,  and  they  lie  to  the  warm 
S.W.  of  the  chapel ; but  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1809,  200  of  Soult’s  foragers 
clambered  up  and  pillaged  aud  burnt 
the  convent,  leaving  it  a blackened 
roofless  ruin.  The  precious  archives 
were  then  consumed,  all  except  one 
volume  of  documents,  written  in  1620 
by  Fray  Luis  de  Santa  Maria.  This 
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the  prior  was  consulting  about  some 
rights  disputed  by  the  Cuacos  peasants, 
and  seeing  the  enemy  threw  it  into 
some  bushes.  That  book  he  lent  us 
to  read  ; now  it  no  doubt  is  lost.  For 
the  foundation  consult  Siguenza’s  His- 
tory of  the  Order  of  St.  Jerome,  ii.  1, 
29,  and  the  History  of  Plasencia,  by 
Fernandez,  i.  25. 

The  convent  is  entered  by  the  wal- 
nut-tree under  which  Charles  *used  to 
sit,  and  which  even  then  was  called  el 
nogal  grande.  Passing  to  the  Botica, 
ali  the  few  vases  which  escaped  the 
French  were  carried  off  in  1820  by 
one  Morales,  a liberal  apothecary,  for 
his  own  shop  in  Garandilla.  The 
granite-built  chapel,  from  its  thick 
walls,  resisted  the  fire  of  the  invaders, 
thus  saving  the  imperial  quarter  to  be 
finally  gutted  by  the  constitutionalists: 
a door  to  the  r.  of  the  altar  opened  to 
Charles’s  room,  whence  he  came  out 
to  attend  divine  service  : his  bedroom, 
where  he  died,  has  a window  through 
which,  when  ill,  he  could  see  the  ele- 
vation of  the  Host.  Here  hung  the 
Gloria  of  Titian,  which,  in  his  will, 
he  directed  to  be  placed  wherever  his 
body  was,  and  which  was  moved  with 
it  to  the  Es  corial.  Philip  II.,  how- 
ever, sent  a copy  to  San  Yuste,  which 
was  carried  off  to  Texada  by  the  pa- 
triots in  1823 ; when  the  monks  re- 
turned, they  were  too  poor  even  to  pay 
for  bringing  it  back.  The  Coro  Alto 
was  carved  in  a quaint  tedesque  style 
by  Rodrigo  Aleman  : in  a vault  below 
the  high  altar  is  the  rude  chest  in 
which  the  Emperor’s  body  was  kept 
sixteen  years,  until  removed  in  1574. 

He  built  only  four  rooms,  each,  as 
usual,  with  large  fire-places,  for  he 
was  a gouty  and  phlegmatic  Fleming. 
From  the  projecting  alcoves  the  views 
are  delicious.  At  the  W.  end  is  a pil- 
lared gallery,  la  Plaza  del  Palucio , 
overhanging  a private  garden ; and 
connected  with  it  is  a raised  archway, 
el  Puente,  by  which  the  emperor  went 
down : below  is  the  sun-dial,  erected 
for  him  by  Juanuelo  Turriano  (see 
Toledo).  He  was  brought  here  by  the 
Emperor,  who  was  fond  of  mechanical 
experiments:  the  stone  step  by  which 
he  mounted  his  horse  yet  remains,  and 


here  he  was  seated,  31  Ang.  1558, 
when  he  felt  the  first  approach  of 
death,  as  an  inscription  reeords.  He 
arrived  here,  Wednesday,  Feb. 3,  1557, 
at  one  in  the  afternoon,  and  died  Sept. 
21  of  the  next  year,  of  premature  old 
age,  and  dropping  like  the  ripe  fruit 
; from  the  shaken  tree.  He  gave  the 
convent  nothing  but  the  honour  of  his 
company,  his  major-domo  Luis  de 
Quixada  having  stripped  the  rooms  of 
everything  portable.  Philip  II,  came 
here  again  in  1570,  and  remained  two 
days  : from  respect  he  declined  sleep- 
ing in  the  room  where  his  father  died. 
He,  too,  did  little  for  the  monks,  and 
when  they  begged  of  him,  replied, 
“ You  never  could  have  had  my  father 
here  a year  without  feathering  your 
nest.” 

The  larger  pleasure  grounds  lay  on 
the  other  side  ; nature  has  now  re- 
sumed her  sway,  yet  many  a flower 
shows  that  once  a garden  smiled.  A 
myrtle  and  box  edge  leads  to  El  cena- 
dor  de  Belem  (Bethlehem)  : this  ex- 
quisite gem  of  a cinque-cento  summer 
house  remained  perfect  until  destroyed, 
like  Abadia  and  Aranjuez,  by  Soult’s 
vandals.  Charles  lived  here  half  like 
a monk  and  half  like  a retired  country 
gentleman : although  strictly  attentive 
to  his  religious  duties,  he  amused  him- 
self with  his  flowers,  rides,  mechanical 
experiments,  and  his  young  sou,  Don 
Juan  of  Austria.  The  ex-Emperor 
was  sadly  plagued  by  the  villagers  of 
Cuacos,  who  poached  his  trout  in  the 
Garganta  la  olla,  drove  away  his  milk- 
cows,  and  threw  stones  at  the  future 
hero  of  Lepanto,  for  climbing  up  their 
cherry-trees.  His  was  no  morbid  un- 
social misanthropy  or  dotage,  but  a 
true  weariness  of  the  world  with 
which  he  had  done,  and  a wish  to  be 
at  rest ; his  ambition  and  passions  were 
subdued,  but  not  his  relish  for  intel- 
lectual and  innocent  recreations.  He 
brought  with  him  his  old  servants, 
who  knew  his  wants  and  ways,  and 
whose  faces  he  knew : he  had  his  book, 
his  ride,  experiments,  and  his  prayers : 
he  had  friends,  some  to  tell  his  sorrows 
to  and  divide  them,  others  to  impart 
his  joys  to  and  double  them  ; he  had 
the  play  and  prattle  of  his  little  boy. 
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Phlegmatic  and  melancholy  he  was  by 
constitution  and  from  the  inherited 
taint  of  his  mother ; he  was  broken  in 
health  by  the  gout ; but  Robertson’s 
idle  tale  of  his  having  had  the  funeral 
service  said  over  himself  while  alive, 
is  untrue ; no  record  or  tradition  of 
the  kind  existed  among  the  monks. 
Philip  II.,  who  feared  his  father  might 
repent  of  his  resignation,  and  wish 
again  to  resume  the  crown,  kept  spies 
here,  who  daily  reported  to  Secretary 
Juan  Vasquez  de  Molina  every  minute 
circumstance.  A writer  in  the  ‘ North 
British  Review,’  viii.  152,  in  a compli- 
mentary paper  on  the  first  edition  of 
Handbook  J'or  Spain,  is  of  opinion  that 
“ the  statement  of  Robertson  and  the 
authorities  on  which  he  relies,  are  not 
to  be  so  slightly  set  aside:”  but  we 
spoke  advisedly,  having  gained  our 
information  at  Simancas,  and  of  the 
keeper  of  the  documents,  brother  to 
the  learned  canon  Gonzalez  himself. 
It  is  notorious  to  all  conversant  with 
Spanish  history  tliat  Robertson  was  a 
careless  veneerer  of  other  men’s  books, 
and  that,  unlike  the  far  superior  Pres- 
cott, he  never  had  recourse  to  the  se- 
cret papers  and  authentic  MSS.  of  the 
great  repository  at  Simancas,  which 
was  closed  to  him  by  order  of  the 
jealous  government  at  Madrid.  His 
whole  accounts  of  Charles  at  San  Yuste 
are  erroneous  ; in  order  to  substantiate 
this  we,  who  have  examined  those  ar- 
chives, wrote  to  our  friend  Don  Pas- 
cual  Gayangos,  one  of  the  first  his- 
torical investigators  of  his  country, 
who  informed  us  in  reply  that  he  had 
spent  six  weeks  at  Simancas  searching 
into  these  very  circumstances.  It  ap- 
pears that  Luis  de  Quixada,  the  Em- 
peror’s major-domo,  and  Martin  de 
Gartela  his  valet,  communicated  the 
minutest  details  to  Philip’s  secretaries, 
and. their  letters  still  exist  at  Simancas. 
The  Emperor  was  consulted  in  difficult 
state-affairs,  and  nothing  was  done 
without  having  first  taken  his  opinion  : 
the  vulgar  and  oft-repeated  mis-state- 
ment that  be  attended  his  own  funeral, 
probably  arose  from  his  appearing  in 
person  at  the  catafalques  erected  to 
the  memory  of  his  sister  Leouor  and 
others  of  the  royal  family  who  died 


while  he  was  at  San  Yuste,  and  for 
whom  he  never  went  out  of  mourning. 
The  whole  history  of  Charles's  retire- 
ment to  this  convent  was  carefully  ex- 
tracted from  the  original  papers  by 
the  Canon  Thomas  Gonzalez,  to  whom 
the  re-arrangement  of  the  archives  of 
Simancas  was  confided  by  Ferdinand 
VII.  This  account  of  La  Iietirida 
was  destined  for  the  seventh  volume 
of  the  ‘ Memorias  de  la  Academia  de 
Historia;’  at  his  death  the  MSS.  was 
sold  by  his  nephew  to  Mons.  Mignet, 
who  doubtlessly  will  some  day  publish 
it  as  his  own  ; inasmuch  as  big  memoirs 
of  Antonio  Perez  evince  the  grossest 
ignorance  of  Spanish  manners  and  lan- 
guage, the  materials  were  most  likely 
got  together  by  others — sic  vos  nou 
vobis. 

The  ruin  of  this  convent,  commenced 
by  the  French,  was  completed  by  the 
reformers  of  Cuacos,  who,  July  4, 
1821,  came  and  stole  everything; 
they  kept  horses  in  the  church,  and 
made  the  Emperor’s  room  a place  for 
silk-worms.  Recent  sequestrations 
have  again  destroyed  what  the  monks 
had  partially  restored,  and  chaos  is 
come  again. 

Never  again  will  it  be  the  lot  of  tra- 
veller to  be  welcomed,  like  ourselves, 
by  these  worthy  men,  to  whom  news 
and  a stranger  from  the  real  living 
world  was  a godsend.  The  day  was 
passed  in  sketching  and  sauntering 
about  the  ruined  buildings  and  gar- 
dens, with  the  goodnatured  garrulous 
brotherhood  : at  nightfall  supper  was 
laid  for  the  monks  at  a long  board, 
but  the  prior  and  procurador  had  a 
small  table  set  apart  in  an  alcove, 
where  “ bidden  to  a spare  but  cheerful 
meal,  I sat  an  honoured  guest;”  as 
the  windows  were  thrown  open,  to  ad- 
mit the  cool  thyme-scented  breeze,  the 
eye  in  the  clear  evening  swept  over 
the  boundless  valley,  and  the  night- 
ingales sang  sweetly  in  the  neglected 
orange-garden,  to  the  bright  stars  re- 
flected like  diamonds  in  the  ink-black 
tank  below  us  ; how  often  had  Charles 
looked  out  on  a stilly  eve  on  this  self- 
same and  unchanged  scene  where  he 
alone  was  now  wanting ! When  sup- 
per was  done,  I shook  hands  all  round 
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with  my  kind  hosts,  and  went  to  bed, 
in  the  chamber  where  the  Emperor 
breathed  his  last.  All  was  soon  silent, 
and  the  spirit  of  the  mighty  dead  ruled 
again  in  his  last  home  ; but  no  Charles 
disturbed  the  deep  slumber  of  a weary 
insignificant  stranger;  long  ere  day- 
break next  morning  I was  awakened  by 
a pale  monk,  ana  summoned  to  the 
early  mass,  which  the  prior  in  his  fore- 
thought had  ordered.  The  chapel 
was  imperfectly  lighted,  and  the  small 
congregation  consisted  of  the  monk, 
my  sunburnt  muleteer,  and  a stray 
beggar,  who,  like  myself,  had  been 
sheltered  in  the  convent  ; when  the 
service  was  concluded,  all  bowed  a 
farewell  to  the  altar  on  which  the 
dying  glance  of  Charles  had  been  fixed, 
and  departed  in  peace ; the  morning 
was  grey  and  the  mountain  air  keen, 
nor  was  it  until  the  sun  had  risen  high 
that  its  cheerful  beams  dispelled  the 
cowl  and  relaid  the  ghost  of  Charles 
in  the  dim  pages  of  history. 


ROUTE  62. — PLASENCIA  TO  SALA- 
MANCA. 


Villar  . . 

. . . 3 

Aldea’ Nueva 

6 

lianas  . • 

. . . 2 .. 

8 

lie jar.  . • 

. . . 3 .. 

b 

Pedro  mingo 

2 

12 

Fuente  Roble 

o 

14 

Monte  Rubio 

18 

Salamanca  , 

22 

This  is  the  direct  route,  but  by  no 
means  the  one  to  take  : at  Aldea  Nueva 
the  Roman  road  from  Merida  is  crossed, 
and  remains  of  its  pavement  and  aban- 
doned bridges  everywhere  may  be 
traced.  Banos  is  so  called  from  its 
hot  sulphur  baths.  This  town  is  beau- 
tifully situated,  with  its  pretty  river 
Ambros;  the  belfry  of  the  Santa  Maria 
is  fine;  the  wines  excellent;  about  1 
L.  up  is  the  Puerto  or  pass  in  the 
Sierra,  which  divides  Estremadura 
from  Old  Castile ; here  Sir  Robert 
Wilson  with  a few  undisciplined  Por- 
tuguese made  a bold  stand  against  the 
French  coming  down  from  Gallicia 
and  Oporto,  while  the  Spanish  troops 
abandoned  the  position  without  firing  a 
shot.  Thus  Soult  was  enabled  to  reach 
the  rear  of  the  English  at  Talavera, 


[ which  he  never  could  have  done  had 
! Cuesta  attended  to  the  Duke’s  urgent  re- 
quest to  man  these  impregnable  passes. 
The  obstinate  procrastinator  only  sent 
a force  the  very  day  the  French 
arrived  at  Bejar,  which  is  another 
of  the  steep  fresh  towns  of  the  Sierra : 
population  about  8000.  Its  situation 
is  extremely  picturesque,  and  the  river 
Cuerpo  del  Ilombre  fertilizes  the  envi- 
[ rons.  The  alcazar  of  the  Duque  is  a 
striking  object,  with  a classical  patio 
and  fountain ; the  views  from  it  are 
splendid.  It  was  gutted  by  the  French, 
when  the  pictures  and  fine  armoury 
disappeared.  Near  Bejar,  Feb.  20, 
1813,  Monsieur  Foy  received  a com- 
plete beating  from  Lord  Hill.  At 
Calzada,  4 L.  from  Salamanca,  the 
Roman  road  is  again  crossed,  and  the 
vestiges  deserve  notice.  Another  route 
to  Salamanca  passes  through  Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 


ROUTE  G3. — PLASENCIA  TO  CIUDAD 
RODRIGO. 
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This  circuitous  route 

by 

Ciudad 

Rodrigo  abounds  with  interest,  espe- 
cially to  the  lover  of  angling  and 
mountain  scenery  ; it  is  sprinkled 
moreover  with  Roman  antiquities,  in- 
cluding the  Batuecas  and  Ciudad  Ro- 
drigo. Although  seldom  visited  by 
foreigners  or  natives,  this  detour  is 
strongly  recommended  to  future  tra- 
vellers ; attend  to  the  provend,  as  the 
accommodation  is  very  alpine.  The 
leagues  to  Alberca  are  given  approx- 
imately ; they  are  very  long,  and  the 
country  intricate  : we  took  a local 
guide.  On  leaving  Plasencia  ascend  to 
the  Nuestra  Seiiora  del  Puerto,  whence 
the  view  is  superb,  and  thence  to  Oliva, 
2 L.  In  the  court-yard  of  the  count’s 
house  are  some  Roman  miliary  stones. 
The  costume  of  the  peasants  now 
changes : the  males  wear  leather  jer- 
kins, open  at  the  arms ; the  females 
short  serge  petticoats  of  greens,  reds. 
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and  yellows,  with  handkerchiefs  on 
their  heads.  About  one  L.  on  is  Capara, 
the  site,  say  some,  of  the  Roman  town 
of  Ambracia,  but  now  a solitary  farm. 
To  the  1.  near  it  is  a Roman  bridge  of 
4 arches,  quite  uninjured.  Masses  of 
granite  ruins  lie  to  the  1.,  and  in  a 
lonely  road  entangled  with  creepers  is 
a noble  Roman  granite  gateway,  or 
arch ; each  of  the  four  sides  has  an 
open  entrance,  about  twelve  feet  wide: 
the  centred  dome  is  falling  in  from  de- 
cay. On  each  front  which  faces  the 
road  are  two  pillars  without  capitals, 
and  between  them  and  the  pilasters  of 
the  arch  are  remains  of  pedestals  on 
which  statues  once  stood.  The  upper 
portion  has  been  stripped  of  its  facings. 
After  this  the  route  continues  alongside 
of  the  Roman  road  to  Salamanca.  The 
solid  convex  paving  and  raised  foot- 
path are  in  excellent  preservation,  save 
that  wild  oaks  grow  out,  a proof  of 
long  absence  of  traffic.  The  muleteers 
creep  along  a broken  track  by  the  side, 
ashamed  to  tread  on  the  mighty  cause- 
way. The  whole  route  has  been  traced 
by  Velazquez  and  others.  (See  La- 
borde,  fol.  edition,  xi.  131.) 

Abadia  is  a wretched  hamlet,  pret- 
tily situated  on  the  Ambroz  at  the  head 
of  the  valley  under  the  Sierra  de  Be- 
jar : here  is  a square-built  palace  of  the 
Duque  de  Alba,  once  an  “ abbey”  of 
the  Templars,  and  sotne  massy  walls, 
battlements,  and  horseshoe  arches  may 
be  traced  in  the  more  modern  work. 
The  alterations  were  made  by  the 
“ Great  Alva,”  “ The  Duke  ” of  Spain 
(Don  Quixote,  ii.  25),  who  is  held  by 
foreigners  to  be  a bloody  bigot,  and  by 
Spaniards  to  be  a true  soldier  of  his 
king  and  faith ; for  the  Moorish  spirit 
of  the  Spaniard  of  that  age,  was  devo- 
tion to  the  Kalif,  and  propagandism  of 
creed  by  fire  and  sword : “ God’s  ene- 
mies ” were  to  be  exterminated.  Fer- 
nando Alvarez  de  Toledo  was  born  in 
1508,  and  was  sent  into  the  Low  Coun- 
tries by  Philip  II.,  where  he  was  pre- 
sident of  a junta  of  blood  and  venganza, 
under  which  some  18,000  persons  were 
butchered.  The  Protestants  at  last 
cast  off  the  iron  yoke  of  Spain,  and 
Alva  was  recalled  in  1573  and  dis- 


graced ; but  after  four  years'  seclusion, 
he  was  summoned  by  Philip  II.  for  the 
expedition  into  Portugal,  which  he 
conquered  in  two  weeks.  Alva  must 
be  judged  by  the  spirit  of  his  country 
and  age,  and  certainly  he  had  that  love 
of  poetry  and  nature  which  indicates 
some  tenderness,  aud  shines  like  a vein 
of  silver  in  the  rough  granite  ; his 
tutor  was  Boscan,  the  Petrarch  of 
Spain,  and  friend  of  Garcilazo  de  Vega ; 
his  protege  was  Lope  de  Vega,  one  of 
the  few  Spaniards  who  ever  joyed  in 
flowers  and  gardens ; he  took  him  into 
his  house  aud  persuaded  him  to  write 
a pastoral,  instead  of  an  anna  virumque 
earn  epic.  To  this  loop-hole  of  a re- 
treat the  old  soldier,  more  tired  of-  a 
king  and  country’s  ingratitude,  than  of 
war’s  alarms,  retired  as  Xenophon  did 
to  Scyllus,  and  passed  his  time  like 
him  in  study,  combining  the  healthy 
sports  of  the  field  with  the  recreations 
of  social  hospitality  (Diog.  Laert.  ii. 
52).  So  the  great  Condi  reposed  under 
his  laurels  at  Chantilly,  solaced  with 
the  society  of  Boileau  and  Racine. 
The  gardens  of  Abadia  were  his  joy 
and  delight;  he  decorated  them  with 
fountains  and  terraces,  with  statues  and 
marbles  wrought  at  Florence  in  1555 
by  Francisco  Camilam ; but  the  troops 
ofSoult  ravaged  the  parterres,  breaking 
down  balustrades  and  ornaments,  and 
mutilating  the  Italian  sculpture;  some 
few  fragments  have  since  been  col- 
lected together,  among  them  a head  of 
Trajan.  The  enclosed  gardens  were 
divided  into  two  portions,  an  upper  and 
lower : an  inclined  plane  leads  to  a 
myrtle-overgrown  spot  where  the  duke 
loved  to  sit.  The  fountain,  once  sup- 
ported by  marble  statues,  is  now  dry, 
and  the  ground  is  strewed  with  broken 
sculpture,  which  glistens,  bleaching 
amid  the  weeds,  the  “ thorns  ana 
thistles,”  legacies  of  the  Gaul;  then 
also  a statue  of  Andromeda  and  a 
small  sleeping  Cupid  were  fractured. 
In  the  under  garden  a cypress  near  a 
ruined  pavilion  rises  sadly  out  of  the 
corn,  for  now  it  is  ploughed  up  by  the 
resident  steward. 

The  Venta  at  Abadia  is  wretched  ; 
it  will  be  better  to  apply  for  a bed  at 
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the  palace.  The  next  day  is  a very 
long  ride.  Start  before  daybreak  and 
ascend  to  Lagunilla  2 L.,  and  then 
through  a wood  of  gigantic  chesuuts 
to  Vcude  Nieve;  the  streamlet  divides 
Leon  from  Estreinadura,  and  is  crossed 
and  recrossed  until  it  joins  the  Alagon  ; 
ascending  again  in  2 hours  to  IJergui- 
juela — observe  the  cereneros  or  singular 
cloth  mantillas  and  silver  clasps  of  the 
women— next  either  pass  to  Soto  Ser- 
rano, or  avoid  it  by  cutting  off  to  the 
1.  to  Mestas  2 L.,  a sickly  miserable 
place,  hanging  with  its  cypresses  over 
a sweet  trout-stream.  The  fishing  in 
these  localities  is  excellent,  especially 
in  the  Rio  Batuecas,  the  Cabezudo, 
Ctierpo  del  Hombre,  tributaries  of  the 
Alagon. 

The  road  now  continues  for  an  hour 
and  half,  up  and  down  purple  Scotch- 
like hills,  covered  with  heath  and  aro- 
matic shrubs:  the  district  on  the  r. 
bank  of  the  Alagon  is  called  the  Horn 
or  Tierra  de  las  Jurdes,  a name  de- 
rived by  some  from  Gurdus,  an  old 
Iberian  word,  which,  according  to  the 
Spaniard  Quinctilian  (‘  Inst.  Or.’  i.  5), 
signified  doltish,  stupid.  The  word  is 
preserved  in  the  Basque,  and  means  a 
pig ; such  may  be  the  origin  of  gordo, 
engourdi,  fat  and  heavy. 

The  wild  road  soon  turns  to  the  r., 
and  asceuds  the  course  of  the  Rio  Ba- 
tuecas into  a most  alpine  gorge ; soon 
the  monastery  is  seen  to  the  1.  nestled 
below  in  a sheltered  nook,  with  its 
white  belfry,  rising  amid  pines,  ches- 
nuts,  and  cypresses.  This  convent, 
with  its  gardens  and  hermitages,  is  not 
now  what  it  was  before  recent  seques- 
trations— a refuge  to  travellers,  a light 
of  religion  and  civilization  in  this  be- 
nighted district.  The  valley  and  the 
whole  of  Las  Jurdes  were  believed, 
even  by  the  wise  men  of  Salamanca, 
although  only  14  L.  off,  to  be  haunted 
by  demons  and  inhabited  by  pagans. 
In  1599,  Garzia  Galarza,  Bishop  of 
Coria,  in  granting  leave  to  found  a 
convent,  rejoiced  that  Satan  would  be 
then  expelled  by  the  discalceate  Car- 
melites. These  idle  tales  about  the 
Batuecas  were  credited  by  Monsieur 
Montesquieu,  quoted  by  Moreri,  and 


made  a novel  by  Madame  de  Geulis ; 
the  Spaniards  published  grave  refuta- 
tions, see  Verdadera  relacion  de  las 
Batuecas,  Manuel  de  Gonzalez,  4to. 
Mad.  1C93;  Southey's  Letters,  i.  250  ; 
Dillon,  4 ; Ponz,  vii.  201 ; Padre  Fei- 
joo,  Teatro  Critico,  iv.  241.  The  Car- 
melites civilized  the  valley : they 
founded  a school  for  the  peasants,  and 
a lodging  for  all  wayfarers, — 16  her- 
mitages were  reared  on  picturesque 
eminences.  These  and  the  wonders  of 
alpine  nature  were  duly  in  our  time 
pointed  out  by  the  good  fathers  : all  is 
at  an  end.  To  this  valley  of  Rasselas, 
far  removed  from  everything  connected 
with  the  world,  state  prisoners  were 
sometimes  sent  and  forgotten:  and 
lonely  indeed  is  this  mountain-enclosed 
hook ; it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
world  of  cities,  from  which  it  is  far 
away.  Here  nature,  silent  amidst  her 
grandest  forms,  suggests  retirement  and 
repose,  which  seem  associated  with 
the  localities,  prmsentiorem  aspicimus 
Deum  1 

The  name  Batuecas,  by  those  who 
see  Greek  in  everything,  has  been  de- 
rived from  Bad ur,  because  the  valley 
lies  deep  in  a funnel  of  hills;  so  do 
many  other  Spanish  dells,  without 
being  called  Batuecas ; aud  it  would  be 
as  reasonable  to  derive  our  town  Deal 
from  Sg\os,  because  the  sea  is  there 
open  and  clear^  or  Leith  from  \g8rj, 
because  the  Scotch  in  it  forget  their 
own  interests. 

The  valley  is  al>out  3 miles  long  by 
2 wide,  and  is  girdled  by  mountains, 
of  which  La  Pena  de  Lrancia  is  the 
loftiest  and  wildest ; on  this  “ high 
place”  is  a Santuario  or  chapel  to  tne 
Virgin,  which  is  visited  by  thousands 
on  the  8th  of  every  September.  It  is 
called  the  rock  of  France,  because  in 
1434  a Frenchman  named  Simon  de 
Vela  discovered  the  miraculous  image : 
notwithstanding  which,  during  the  war 
of  independence,  the  villages  concealed 
it  again  from  his  plundering  country- 
men, and  it  only  reappeared  when  the 
Duke  had  driven  them  over  the  Pyre- 
nees. For  its  miracles  consult  Hisloria 
g Milagros,  4to.  Salam.  1567,  or  Ilis- 
toria  del  admirable  invencion,  Domingo 
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Caballero,  Salam.  1 728.  It  will  scarcely 
now  be  worth  while  to  descend  to  the 
desolate  convent,  as  the  Hospederia  is 
closed  and  the  kitchen  fire  put  out. 
Continue  therefore  the  steep  road  to 
the  r.,  a fine  alpine  ride  over  the  Re- 
vent on,  which  leads  to  Alberca  1 L.,  a 
dark,  dingy,  dirty  hamlet,  with  prison- 
like houses,  partly  built  in  granite, 


and  wood  and  plaster-work ; hence  an 
uninteresting  country,  with  the  flat 
table-lands  of  central  Spain  stretching 
to  the  r„  brings  us  into  the  province 
of  Salamanca,  one  of  the  six  into  which 
the  ancient  kingdom  of  Leon  was  di- 
vided. 

For  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  see  p.  284,  and 
theuce  to  Salamanca,  R.  65. 


Digitized  by  Google 


282 


KINGDOM  OF  LEON 


Sect.  VIII, 


SECTION  VIII. 

THE  KINGDOM  OF  LEON. 


CONTENTS. 

The  Province ; its  History  ; Character  of  the  Country  and  Natives ; the 
Charros  and  Charras. 


Page 

CIUDAD  RODRIGO 284 

El  Ho Jon. 

ROUTE  64. EXCURSION  INTO  PORTU- 
GAL  v 286 

Fuentes  de  Oiioro. 

ROUTE  65. CIUDAD  RODRIGO  TO  SA- 
LAMANCA   2S8 

SALAMANCA 290 

ROUTE  66. SALAMANCA  TO  MADRID 

BY  PENARANDA 300 

ROUTE  67. SALAMANCA  TO  MADRID 

BY  VALLADOLID 300 

ROUTE  68. SALAMANCA  TO  MADRID 

BY  AVILA 301 

ROUTE  69. SALAMANCA  TO  LUGO  . .302 

Ledosma  ;jjZamora  ; llenavente;  Astorga  ; 

El  Vierzo. 

ROUTE  70. — BENAVENTE  TO  ORENSE.312 
ROUTE  71. — PONFERRADA  TO  OHENSE  3 1 5 
ROUTE  72. ASTORGA  TO  LEON 316 


Pao* 

LEON .317 

ROUTE  73. LEON  TO  BENAVENTE.  . .324 

ROUTE  74. LEON  TO  PALENCIA  . . . .324 

ROUTE  75. — LEON,’ TO  SAIIAGUN  BY 
CARRION 325 

ROUTE  76. LEON  TO  VALLADOLID.  .327 

Medina  del  Rioseco. 

ROUTE  77. MEDINA  DEL  RIOSECO  TO 

VALLADOLID 329 

Toro ; Tordesillas ; Rueda ; Medina  del 
Campo  ; Simancaa. 

VALLADOLID 334 

ROUTE  78. VALLADOLID  TO  SAN- 
TANDER   .347 

Palcncia. 

ROUTE  79. VALLADOLID  TO  BURGOS  349 

ROUTE  80. VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID  349 

ROUTE  81. VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID 

BY  SEGOVIA 350 

ROUTE  82. VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID 

BY  CUELLAR  AND  SEGOVIA 351 


Tlie  important  kingdom  of  Leon,  because  lying  out  of  the  hacknied  track  of  travellers,  is 
scarcely  visited  aa  it  deserves.  It  abounds  with  sites  of  unrivalled  military  interest;  the  painted 
sculpture  is  of  the  first  class ; the  scenery  in  the  Vierzo  and  Sierras  is  magniticent,  and  the  fishing 
excellent.  The  chief  cities,  Salamanca,  Valladolid,  and  I .eon,  are  full  of  architectural  and 
artistical  interest,  while  to  the  historian  the  archives  of  Spain  lie  buried  at  Simancas,  The  Summer 
months  are  the  best  for  the  lulls,  the  Springs  and  Autumns  for  the  plains. 


THE  KINGDOM  OF  LEON. 

El  Reino  de  Leon  runs  up  from  the  plains  of  the  Castiles  into  the  spurs  of  the 
Gallician  and  Asturian  Sierras.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the  once 
separate  and  independent  kingdoms  of  the  Peninsula,  for  the  natives,  being 
situated  near  the  mouutaiu-den  from  whence  the  Lion  of  the  Goth  first  turned 
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upon  the  Moor, were  among  the  earliest  to  expel  the  infidel  invader.  The  Christian 
dominion  was  extended  by  Alonso  el  Catolico,  who,  between  a.d.  739-57,  re- 
conquered the  plains  down  to  the  Duero  and  Tonnes.  This  frontier  arena  was 
alternately  in  the  power  of  Christian  and  Infidel,  until  about  the  year  910 
Garcia  removed  the  court  from  Oviedo  to  Leon,  and  gave  its  name  to  his  new 
kingdom.  The  male  line  failed  in  1087  with  Bermudo  III.,  whose  daughter 
carried  the  crown  to  her  husband  Ferdinand  of  Castile ; he  redivided  his 
domains  by  his  will,  which,  however,  his  son  Sancho  reunited,  and  Leon  and 
Castile  were  finally  joined  in  the  person  of  St.  Ferdinand,  and  have  never  since 
been  separated. 

The  kingdom  contains  about  20,000  square  miles,  with  a million  inhabitants. 
These  hardy,  ill-educated  agriculturists  neither  change  their  homes  nor  habits  ; 
creatures  of  routine  and  foes  to  innovation,  they  cling  to  the  ways  of  their  fore- 
fathers ; yet  although  purely  tillers  of  the  "earth,  their  practice  is  lamentably 
backward. 

They  are  influenced  by  local  differences,  and  modified  by  the  nature  by 
W'hich  they  are  surrounded.  Thus  near  the  Sil,  the  Leonese  resemble  the 
Gallician  mountaineers,  as  in  the  Sierras,  near  the  Asturias,  they  partake  of  the 
Asturians,  while  in  the  southern  portions  they  differ  very  little  from  the  old 
Castilians.  These  plains  produtfe  much  corn  and  garbanzos,  and  a strong  red 
wine  is  made  near  Toro.  The  hills  to  the  N.  are  well  timbered,  and  their 
valleys  are  filled  with  pastures  and  refreshed  by  beautiful  trout-streams.  The 
marly  fresh- water  basin,  or  tierra  de  Campos,  between  Zamora,  Leou,  and  Val- 
ladolid, is  the  land  of  Ceres ; but  although  bread  is  a drug,  nowhere  are  the 
people  more  scanty  or  miserable ; they  dwell  in  mud  hovels  made  of  unbaked 
bricks,  or  adobes,  the  precise  Arabic  at-tob,  which  vie  with  those  of  La  Mancha 
in  discomfort.  The  country  is  as  uninteresting  as  the  ventas  are  uncomfortable ; 
woe  betide  him  who  drives  or  rides  across  these  interminable  plains  in  winter  or 
summer,  the  apologies  for  roads  are  then  either  axle  or  ankle  deep  iu  mud, 
or  clouded  in  a salitrose  dust,  which  seems  to  be  on  fire  under  the  African 
sun. 

Near  Salamanca  many  of  the  yeomen  are  wealthy,  and  live  in  isolated  farms, 
Montarucias,  growing  much  corn,  which  is  exported  into  Andalucia.  They  are 
also  breeders  of  cattle  on  a large  scale,  which  they  manage  with  the  primitive 
sling,  or  honda,  as  near  San  Roque.  The  conocedores,  or  herdsmen,  ride  down 
the  animals,  los  agorrachan  a caballo,  just  as  their  descendants  do  in  South 
America.  At  their  cattle-brandings  and  family  feasts,  herraduras  y fiestas  de 
familia,  as  at  their  marriages,  they  keep  open  house  with  much  eating,  drink- 
ing, singing,  and  dancing  the  babas  verdes ; such  feasts  are  truly  described  in 
Don  Quixote  at  the  wedding  of  Camacho.  They  are  the  unchanged  convivia 
fiesta  Carduarum  of  Martial  (iv.  55.  17);  and  such  were  the  Oriental  sheep- 
shearings  of  Nabal  (1  Sam.  xxv.  3f>). 

The  houses  of  the  humble  Leonese,  like  their  hearts,  are  always  open  to  an 
Englishman ; they  have  not  forgotten  the  honesty,  justice,  and  good  conduct  of 
our  triumphant  soldiers,  which  contrast  with  the  rapine,  sacrilege,  and  blood- 
shed of  the  defeated  foe.  They  remember  Salamanca,  and  him  whom  they  call 
the  “ great  lord,”  El  gran  Lor,  the  Cid  of  England.  Their  houses  are  sub- 
stantially furnished  and  clean,  one  peculiarity  is  the  loftiness  of  the  beds ; the 
mattresses  and  pillows,  colchones  y almohadas,  are  often  embroidered  with  lions 
and  castles,  and  the  coarse  but  clean  home-spun  sheets  are  fringed  with  filecos  y 
randas. 

The  peasant’s  holiday  dress  near  Ciudad  Rodrigo  and  Salamanca  is  peculiar 
and  expensive.  The  Leonese  Charro  y Charra  are  here  what  the  Majo  y Maja 
are  in  Artdalucia.  The  Charro  wears  a low,  broad-brimmed  hat;  his  shirt,  or 
camison,  is  richly  worked  in  front,  with  a gold  knob-brooch,  or  boton ; his 
chaleco,  or  waistcoat  of  figured  velvet,  is  cut  square  and  low  down  to  the  pit  of 
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the  stomach,  to  display  his  shirt;  it  is  garnished  will  square  silver  buttons  and 
cross  ribbons;  his  jacket  is  open  at  the  elbow,  and  edged  with  black  velvet ; his 
sash  is  a broad  belt,  a ditto  of  leather,  not  of  silk ; his  long  dark  cloth  gaiters 
are  embroidered  below  the  knee  ; he  wears  large  silver  buckles  in  his  shoes ; a 
stick  in  his  right  hand  and  a cloak  over  his  left  shoulder,  complete  the  rustic 
dandy.  The  gay  charra,  worthy  of  such  a beau,  wears  a curamba  in  her  hair, 
and  a mantilla  of  cloth  cut  square,  el  cenerero,  which  is  fastened  by  a brooch  or 
silver  clasp,  el  colchete,  and  this  hood  is  richly  embroidered ; her  red  velvet 
boddice,  jubon,  is  adorned  with  bugles,  or  canutillo,  worked  into  fanciful  pat- 
terns; her  wrist-cuffs  are  wrought  with  gold;  her  sash  is  tied  behind;  her 
petticoat,  manteo,  is  usually  scarlet  de  grana,  which,  with  purple  morado,  is  the 
favourite  colour,  and  like  her  apron,  or  mandile,  is  embroidered  with  birds, 
flowers,  and  stars.  She  has  also  a handkerchief,  rebocillo,  which  is  worked  in 
gold;  she  wears  many  joi/as,  jewels  and  chains  bedecked  with  coloured  stones, 
which  descend  as  heirlooms  from  mothers  to  daughters.  But  these  fine  clothes' 
have  not  corrupted  the  wearers,  whose  honest  simplicity  of  character,  “ La  hon- 
radez  y sencillez  de  los  Charros,"  is  proverbial ; thus  one  of  them  being  at  a 
theatre,  where  in  the  play  a traitor  was  deceiving  the  king,  cried  out,  thinking 
the  transaction  a reality,  “Seftor,  Senor,  no  crea  V.  M.  aese” — “ Sire!  Sire! 
do  not  believe  him.”  The  Leonese  rustic  disputes  with  the  Sanchos  of  La 
Mancha,  the  palm  of  being  the  Juan  Espahol,  or  Goody  Gaffer  of  the 
Peninsula. 


CIUDAD  RODRIGO,  with  only  a 
second-rate  Posada  near  the  Plaza, 
rises  on  a slight  eminence  above  the 
Agueda,  which  flows  under  the  walls 
to  the  W.,  being  here  intersected  by 
small  islauds.  A bridge  communicates 
with  a suburb,  and  leads  over  the 
plains  to  Portugal,  which  is  distant 
a few  miles.  This  fortified  place, 
although  “ weak  in  itself,  is,”  says  the 
Duke,  “ the  best  chosen  position  of  any 
frontier  town  that  I have  seen.”  Hence 
the  important  part  that  it  played  in  the 
retreats  and  sieges  during  the  Peninsu- 
lar war:  and  in  these  consist  its  pre- 
sent interest,  for  otherwise  it  is  dull 
and  poverty-stricken,  and  far  from  well 
provided  with  every  requisite  for  de- 
fence. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo  was  so  called  after 
the  Conde  Rodrigo  Gonzalez  Giron, 
who  founded  it  in  1 1 50.  Three  Roman 
columns  brought  from  ancient  Mala- 
briga  are  preserved  on  the  Plaza,  and 
are  borne  by  the  city  for  its  arms.  It  is 
the  see  of  a bishop,  suffragan  to  Sant- 
iago. Population  beween  4000  and 
5000.  As  this  is  a Plaza  de  Armas, 
all  who  wish  to  examine  and  make 
sketches,  should  apply  for  permission 
of  the  governor. 

. There  is  little  worth  notice  in  the 


dull  second-rate  town.  It  has  an  In- 
stituto,  a Plaza  de  toros,  and  some  talk 
about  a theatre  that  is  to  be  built.  The 
cathedral  was  begun  in  1190  by  Ferdi- 
nand II.  of  Leon : the  architect,  Benito 
Sanchez,  lies  buried  in  the  cloister. 
The  edifice  was  enlarged  in  1538  by 
Cardinal  Tavera,  Archbishop  of  Tole- 
do, and  previously  bishop  here.  An 
inner  door  of  the  old  cathedral  exists 
near  the  entrance,  with  curious  statue- 
work  and  alto-relievos  of  the  Passion. 
The  quaint  Gothic  Silleria  del  Coro  is 
by  Rodrigo  Aleman.  The  classical 
Colegiata  or  Capilla  de  Cerralvo, 
was  built  in  1588  by  Fraucisco  Pa- 
checo, Archbishop  of  Burgos,  and  was 
very  fine.  Being  converted  into  a 
powder-magazine,  it  was  accidentally 
blown  up  in  1818.  The  shattered 
fragments  were  left  for  many  years 
exactly  as  they  fell,  pictures  flapping 
in  the  Retablo,  &c.  The  cardinal’s 
coffin  had  been  torn  from  its  sarcopha- 
gus by  the  French  to  make  bullets  of 
the  lead.  The  uncovered  corpse  was 
east  into  a niche,  and  then  moved  to  a 
loft,  where  it  remained  for  years,  lying 
in  the  tattered  episcopal  robes.  The 
cathedral  being  placed  at  the  N.W. 
angle  of  the  town,  and  exposed  to  the 
Teson,  has  suffered  much  during  the 
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sieges.  The  walls  were  built  by  Fer- 
dinand II.,  and  the  large  square  tower 
by  Henry  II.  in  1372. 

The  Duke,  when  here,  lodged  at  Iji 
Casa  de  Castro;  observe  its  portal  with 
spiral  pillars.  The  costumes  of  the 
Charro  and  CJiarra  are  to  be  seen  in 
Ciudad  Rodrigo  in  great  perfection  on 
holidays. 

Ciudad  Rodrigo,  uninteresting  in 
itself,  has  been  rendered  illustrious  by 
the  great  events  which  have  taken 
place  in  it  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood. The  chief  of  these  are  the 
siege  by  the  French,  the  failure  of 
Massena’s  invasion  of  Portugal,  the 
siege  and  capture  by  the  English,  and 
the  Duke’s  retreat  from  Burgos ; while 
in  the  vicinity  are  El  Bodon,  Sabugal, 
la  Guarda,  Fuentes  de  Oiioro,  and 
other  sites  where  the  moral  and  phy- 
sical superiority  of  our  chief  and  his 
troops  over  the  enemy  was  signally 
manifested,  in  spite  of  their  gal- 
lantry and  our  great  inferiority  of 
numbers.  Near,  also,  are  Celorico, 
Fuente  Guinaldo,  Freneda,  and  other 
villages,  long  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Duke,  while  hovering  on  the  borders  of 
Spain  and  planning  her  deliverance. 
From  these  once  obscure  places  some 
of  his  most  remarkable  dispatches  were 
written:  then  and  there,  while  all  at 
home  and  abroad  despaired,  his  pro- 
phetic eye  saw  in  the  darkest  gloom 
the  coming  rays  of  his  glory. 

The  first  siege  was  undertaken  in  the 
spring  of  1810  by  Massena  and  Ney, 
and  was  a gross  mistake,  as  during  it 
the  Duke  prepared  his  lines  at  Torres 
Vedras.  The  Duke,  although  anxious 
to  relieve  it,  refused  to  risk  an  action 
against  an  enemy  “ double,”  as  he  said, 
“his  number  in  infantry,  and  three 
times  so  in  cavalry.”  He  knew  that 
the  fate  of  Spain  did  not  depend  upon 
this  point,  but  on  the  preservation  of 
the  little  English  army,  which  eventu- 
ally delivered  Spain. 

After  a most  desperate  resistance, 
the  accidental  explosion  of  a powder- 
magazine  forced  its  governor,  gallant 
Herrasti,  to  surrender  July  10,  when 
every  article  of  the  capitulation  was  dis- 
honourably violated  by  Ney  (Toreno,  1 
xii.).  The  next  year,  after  the  entire  1 


defeat  of  Massena,  the  Duke  pounced 
upon  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  and  took  it  in 
11  days,  being  in  less  than  half  the 
time  which  he  himself  had  expected. 
Ilis  strategics  baffled  Soult  and  Mar- 
mont  alike,  who  now,  as  afterwards  at 
Badajoz,  scarcely  began  to  move  before 
the  deed  was  done.  This  fortress, 
which  when  weak  had  defied  Ney  and 
Massena  for  three  months,  had  been 
much  strengthened  by  General  Barrie ; 
he  had  thrown  up  new  works,  and 
fortified  the  two  convents,  Santa  Cruz 
to  the  N.W.,  and  San  Francisco  to  the 
N.E.,  into  redoubts.  The  Duke,  in  spite 
of  the  winter  season,  appeared  before 
the  place  Jan.  8,  1812,  and  that  very 
evening  took  the  strong  fortified  teson 
to  the  N.  ; Graham,  with  the  light 
division,  having  converted  a proposed 
reconnaissance  into  a real  attack.  On 
the  19th  two  practicable  breaches  to 
the  N.E.  were  nobly  carried  by  Picton 
and  Craufurd,  the  latter  receiving  his 
death- wound. 

The  captor  was  made  an  English 
earl,  and  the  Cortes  bestowed  on  him 
the  rank  of  grande,  making  him  duke 
of  his  recovered  fortress ; and  by  this 
title,  Duque  de  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Spa- 
niards are  fond  of  calling  him,  as  it 
Espanolises  to  their  ears  our  victorious 
general. 

He  gave  over  Ciudad  Rodrigo  to 
Castanos,  but  his  confidence  was  mise- 
rably disappointed,  for  Don  Carlos  de 
Espaiia,  who  was  placed  in  command, 
forthwith  broke  all  promises  of  pay  to 
his  men,  and  a mutiny  ensued,  the 
repairs  were  neglected,  and  even  the 
stores  furnished  by  England  not  even 
moved  in.  By  this  unpardonable  pro- 
crastination the  capture  of  Badajoz  was 
neutralized,  and  ever  lucky  Soult  again 
saved,  as  by  Lapena  at  Barrosa,  from 
ruin.  “ If  (says  the  Duke)  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  had  been  provisioned  as  I had 
a right  to  expect,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  me  marching  to  Seville  at  the 
head  of  40,000  men  ” (Disp.  April  11, 
1812). 

Visit  the  English  position,  walking 
out  to  the  suburb  by  the  Alameda  to 
San  Francisco,  then  to  the  smaller 
teson,  now  called  de  Craufurd,  and 
then  to  the  larger  teson,  now  elfuerte 
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de  Wellington  ; return  by  Santa  Cruz 
and  the  Agueda,  on  whose  banks,  Oct. 
11,  1811,  Julien  Sanchez,  the  guerril- 
leiv,  surprised  the  French  governor 
Reynaud  while  out  riding,  and  carried 
him  off.  He  treated  his  prisoner  with 
hospitality,  and  yet  he  himself  had 
taken  up  arms  because  his  house  had 
been  burnt  and  his  parents  aud  sister 
had  been  murdered  by  the  French,  and 
he  himself  at  that  very  moment  was 
proscribed  as  a brigand  by  Gen.  Mar- 
chand  (Toreno,  x.).  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
became  in  the  hands  of  the  Duke  an 
important  base  for  future  operations, 
and  its  capture  may  be  termed  the  first 
blow  by  which  he  struck  down  the 
invader.  It  was  to  this  point  that  he 
retreated  Nov.  17,  1812,  after  raising 
the  siege  of  Burgos. 

EXCURSIONS  FROM  CITJDAD  RODRIGO. 

A morning’s  ride  may  be  made  to 
El  Bodon,  and  to  Fuente  Cuinaldo, 
which  lie  to  the  S.W.  up  the  basin  of 
the  Agueda.  “ Here,”  says  the  Duke, 
“ the  British  troops  surpassed  every 
thing  they  had  ever  done  before.”  1 u 
Sept.  1811,  while  the  Duke  was  block- 
ading Ciudud  Rodrigo,  Marmout  and 
Dorsenne  advanced  with  60.000  men 
to  its  relief.  The  Duke,  whose  forces 
barely  reached  40,000,  fell  back  to- 
wards El  Bodon.  Fifteen  squadrous  of 
superb  French  cavalry  under  Montbrun 
charged  the  6th  anil  77th  in  squares, 
attacking  them  on  three  sides  at  once : 
they  were  repulsed  at  every  point,  and 
the  two  magnificent  regiments  retreated 
some  miles  in  the  plain  with  all  the 
tranquillity  and  regularity  of  a parade. 
Marmont  on  that  day  proved  that  he 
was  no  real  general,  as  he  failed  to  take 
advantage  of  the  most  favourable  mo- 
ment of  the  war  to  crush  the  English 
army  (Nap.  xxiv.  6).  On  the  20th 
the  Duke  took  up  a position  at  Fuente 
Guinaldo,  and  Marmont,  as  if  to  amuse 
his  opponent,  went  again  through  cer- 
tain beautiful  manoeuvres  in  the  plain 
below  like  a ballet-master.  A little 
behind  flows  the  Coa,  and  here,  near 
the  heights  of  Soito,  the  Duke  offered 
Marmont  battle,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing all  his  numbers,  he  declined.  Re- 


membering Massena’s  defeats,  he  was 
shy  of  advancing  into  Portugal. 

Those  who  have  leisure  may  pro- 
long their  excursion  by  making  a cir- 
cuit into  Portugal,  and  coming  back 
by  Almeida,  thus  visiting  many  spots 
the  scenes  of  the  Duke's  victories,  and 
long  his  head-quarters.  Take,  how- 
ever, a local  guide,  and  attend  to  the 
provend.  The  distances  are  given  ap- 
proximatively. 
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El  Bodon  . . 
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Fuente  Guinaldo 
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Alfavates 
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Guarda  . . 
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Celorico  . . . 

. <* 

Almeida  . 

r 7 

Freneda  . . 

. 2i 

Fuentes  de  Ofioro 

. H 

Gallegos  . . . 

. 2t 

Ciudad  Rodrigo* 

. 3 

Leaving  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  bear  S.W., 
keeping  on  the  ridge  with  the  valley 
and  river  to  the  1.,  passing  El  Bodon  ; 
the  plain  to  the  r.  of  the  road  is  the 
spot  where  Montbrun’s  charges  were 
made  in  vain.  From  Fuente  Guinaldo, 
strike  W.  to  A If  agates  ; and  entering 
Portugal,  wind  over  the  spurs  of  the 
Sierra  de  Meras,  and  by  Torre  to  the 
Coa  at  Subugal ; thence  proceed  N.W. 
to  Tega,  where,  says  Walter  Scott, 
March  30, 1811,  the  French  rear-guard 
was  overtaken  by  our  cavalry  ; think- 
ing themselves  safe  from  the  strong 
position,  they  played  “ God  save  the 
King  ” in  derision  ; their  minstrelsy 
was  deranged  by  the  obligato  accom- 
paniment of  our  artillery,  and  the  rout 
complete ; they  were  pursued  and  cut 
up  for  four  long  miles. 

Continuing  from  Pega  we  reach 
Guarda,  an  ancient  Portuguese  epis- 
copal town,  on  the  Sieira  de  Estrella, 
population  about  2300.  Observe  the 
old  walls  and  cathedral.  The  town 
took  its  name  from  the  castle,  which 
iiarded  the  frontier  against  the  Moors, 
t is  about  6 L.  from  the  Spanish  raya. 
Water  here  is  most  abundant,  and  the 
descents  to  the  rivers  Mondego  and 
Nocyme,  together  with  the  mountain 
ravines,  are  very  picturesque.  These 
almost  impregnable  heights  were  aban- 


Leon. 


ROUTE  64. ENVIRONS  OF  CIUDAD  RODRIGO. 


287 


cloned,  March  29,  1811,  by  Masscna, 
who,  with  20,000  men,  retired  without 
firing  a shot,  from  Picton,  who  had 
only  three  English  and  two  Portuguese 
regiments.  Thence  on  by  Prades  and 
Salgaraes,  overa  hilly  peninsula  formed 
by  a bend  of  the  Mondego,  to  Celorico, 
population  about  1500.  The  country 
is  full  of  streams  with  decent  bridges. 
Cross  the  river  and  strike  N.E.  by 
Baracal,  Alverca,  Carvcyal , to  Veil- 
verde,  and  then  cross  the  Coa  to  Al- 
meida, distant  about  ^ L.  This  fron- 
tier fortress  of  Portugal  rises  on  a 
gentle  eminence,  almost  surrounded 
by  a desert  plain,  or  table  as  the  word 
signifies  in  Arabic.  It  contains  about 
1200  inhabitants,  and  has  a good 
church  and  tower ; the  citadel,  which 
as  in  Spain  has  never  been  properly 
repaired  since  the  Peninsular  war, 
is  still  one  of  the  finest  in  Portugal, 
although  on  the  south  side  the  rise  of 
the  land  is  in  nowise  favourable  to 
military  operations.  It  has  six  bas- 
tions of  hard  thick  granite,  with  other 
six  ravelins,  together  with  a noble 
platform,  which  commands  a full  view 
of  the  surrounding  country.  It  is 
flanked  by  wide  trenches,  covered 
way,  and  esplanades ; and  in  the 
centre  stands  a castle  celebrated  for 
its  style  of  architecture  and  strength, 
as  also  from  its  magazines  being  bomb- 
proof. It  lias  wells  and  two  fountains. 
On  the  25th  August,  1762,  it  was  taken 
by  capitulation,  after  an  heroic  resist- 
ance, by  Count  O’Reilly,  with  forty 
thousand  Spaniards  and  French,  for 
Portugal  had  then  no  force  sufficient 
to  oppose  a siege.  By  the  peace  of 
1703,  it  was  restored  by  the  Spaniards. 
The  first  result  of  the  Duke’s  victory 
at  Puentes  de  Onoro  was  the  capture 
of  Almeida,  to  relieve  which  Masseua 
risked  the  battle : after  his  repulse  such 
was  his  fright  and  flight,  that  he  left 
the  garrison  to  shift  for  itself,  without 
even  communicating  his  retreat  to  ] 
Gen.  Brennier,  the  governor,  who 
blew  up  the  bastions  and  escaped,  j 
This  fortress  is  distant  about  1 L.  from 
the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  frontiers, 
and  about  7 from  Ciudad  Rodrigo ; in 
times  of  international  disturbance  the 
only  route  usually  permissible  is  by 


| the  Val  de  la  Mula,  and  the  Aldea  del 
Obispo,  where  the  Spanish  advanced- 
posts  are  placed. 

The  rivers  Coa  and  Turones,  at 
which  the  smuggler  laughs,  divide  the 
two  kingdoms ; from  Almeida  ride  S. 
by  the  ridge  to  Freneda,  under  Monte 
Cabrillas,  and  distant  about  5 L.  from 
Ciudad  Rodrigo ; thence  to  Villa  For- 
mosa and  so  on  to  Fuentes  de  Onoro ; 
visit  the  village,  cross  the  Bus  Casas, 
and  then  make  for  Alameda,  or  Gal- 
legos, a poor  hamlet  of  COO  souls,  and 
distant  about  £ L.  from  the  Agueda. 
The  glorious  history  of  Fuentes  de 
Onoro  is  soon  told : after  the  first  cap- 
ture of  Ciudad  Rodrigo  by  the  French, 
the  Duke  foresaw  that  Buonaparte 
would  make  a third  attempt  on  Por- 
tugal, to  “ drown  the  leopard,”  and 
efface  the  disgraces  of  Junot  and  Soult : 
and  accordingly  he  was  prepared.  In 
July,  1810,  Massena  crossed  the  fron- 
tier with  overwhelming  numbers.  Bu- 
saco  checked  his  fool-hardy  advance, 
where,  Sept.  26,  Ney  was  repulsed  by 
Beresford  and  the  Portuguese.  Mas- 
sena, however,  pushed  on  to  Sobral, 
and  there,  Oct.  10,  found  out  for  the 
first  time  the  deep  pit  which  his  greater 
rival  had  in  his  prescience  dug  for 
him.  Massena’s  whole  campaign  was 
a complete  failure  : begun  in  fanfaron- 
nade,  carried  out  in  rapine  and  but- 
chery, it  ended  in  total  defeat,  in  the 
loss  of  30,000  men,  and  of  every  pre- 
tension to  generalship.  His  only  strate- 
gics were  rash,  rapid  advance,  and 
reliance  on  great  numerical  superiority. 
“His  retreat  in  March,  1811,”  says 
the  quiet  Duke,  “was  marked  by  a 
barbarity  seldom  equalled,  and  never 
surpassed.”  Women  were  regularly 
foraged  for  and  sold  in  the  market, 
while  the  abominable  horrorsand  filthy 
slime  of  their  foul  quarters  were  “ re- 
volting and  degrading  to  human  na- 
ture” (Pen.  Camp.  iii.  54). 

While  Ney  and  Massena  differed  on 
the  field  of  battle,  Soult  at  a distance 
was  influenced  by  those  rivalries  which 
so  frequently  sapped  the  French  cause. 
Instead  of  hastening  day  and  night,  as 
he  ought,  to  his  comrade’s  relief,  he 
never  moved  from  Seville  until  De- 
cember, when  it  was  too  late,  and  then 
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loitered  at  Olivenza  and  Badajoz, 
-where,  but  for  the  misconduct  of  Men- 
dizabal  at  Gebora,  of  Imaz  at  Badajoz, 
and  of  Lapena  at  Barrosa,  Soult  and 
Victor  would  have  both  been  beaten  at 
the  same  time  as  Ney  and  Massena. 
Thus  the  duke  was  robbed  by  others 
of  his  full  reward. 

Massena  made  a desperate  effort  to 
restore  his  faded  laurels,  and  crossed 
the  Agueda,  May  2,  1811,  with  45,000 
infantry  and  5000  cavalry,  to  relieve 
Almeida,  which  the  Duke  was  block- 
ading with  less  than  36,000  infantry 
and  2000  horsemen ; accordingly  he 
fell  back  on  the  hills,  which  are  seen 
from  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  rising  S.W.  on 
the  Portuguese  frontier.  His  object 
was,  in  spite  of  inferior  numbers,  to 
protect  both  his  approaches  to  Almeida, 
and  his  line  of  retreat  into  Portugal 
by  Sabtigal ; hence  he  was  obliged  to 
over-extend  his  line ; his  centre  was 
the  village  on  the  ragged  hill  of 
Fuentes  de  Onoro,  now  truly  Fountains 
of  Honour  to  England ; this  point  rises 
above  the  stream  de  dos  casas,  and  was 
made,  May  5,  the  grand  object  of 
Massena’ s attack,  whose  repulse  was 
complete.  Nothing  ever  surpassed  the 
charge  of  the  71st  and  79th  High- 
landers, who,  their  colonel  being  killed, 
raised  the  war-cry  of  the  Camerons. 
The  88th  cleared  the  streets,  and 
bayoneted  down  the  “ finest  body  of 
French  grenadiers  ever  seen.”  Our 
cavalry,  feeble  in  number,  caught  the 
generous  inspiration,  and  crushed  the 
splendid  French  horsemen  under  Mont- 
brun,  whose  hesitation  lost  what  Picton 
called  their  “ golden  moment,”  for  they 
might  have  destroyed  the  whole  light 
division.  But  Massena  withdrew,  just 
at  the  critical  moment  when  a real 
general  would  have  pressed  on ; he 
retreated,  having  lost  5000  men  and  his 
entire  military  reputation.  Our  loss 
was  2000  men.  This  day  settled  the 
“ spoilt  child  of  victory’,”  who  under 
the  Duke’s  tuition  had  grown  up  to  be 
a finished  man  of  defeat.  He  surren- 
dered on  the  11th  his  command  to 
Marmont,  and  retired  to  Bordeaux, 
having  carried  off  800,000  dollars, 
“ extorqnes  par  le  sang,  et  le  pillage, 
une  malediction  gc'ndrale  le  suivit” 


(Schep.  iii.  252).  Plunder,  indeed,  says 
the  Duke,  was  the  original  motive 
of  Massena’s  Santarem  expedition, 
“ against  every  military  principle, 
and  at  an  immense  sacrifice  of  men  ” 
(Disp.  Dec.  29,  1810).  He  lived  to 
prove  false  to  both  Buonaparte  and  the 
Bourbons.  “ Signalez-le,”  say  even  the 
French  (Biog.  Univ.  xxvii.  407),  “ a 
l'horreur  de  la  posterity,  ses  rapines 
lui  ont  acquis  une  honteuse  celebrity.” 
He  died  April  4,  1817,  the  disgusting 
death  of  a low  debauchee,  an  end 
worthy  of  his  origin.  The  son  of  a 
Jew  pothouse-keeper  at  Nice,  hooted 
out  of  the  ranks  for  theft,  he  rose  from 
being  a fencing-master  to  be  a favourite 
of  Buonaparte,  and  obtained  a great 
name  by  easy  victories  over  feeble 
enemies;  tested  against  the  Duke  he 
was  always  found  utterly  wanting. 
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There  is  a sort  of  coach  conveyance  ; 
the  road  is  bad  and  uninteresting. 
Those  who  are  riding  and  do  not  seek 
hospitality  (and  it  is  seldom  or  never 
denied  here  to  any  Englishman)  in 
some  Montaracia,  will  find  an  isolated 
and  tolerable  posada  near  the  church 
at  Boveda.  The  battle-field  of  Sala- 
manca may  be  visited  the  next  morning 
by  turning  out  of  the  high  road  to  the 
r.,  through  Turn  and  Miranda  de  Azan ; 
coming  out  of  which  and  the  trees 
which  fringe  the  Zurguen,  is  the  point 
where  Pakenham  headed  and  checked 
the  extreme  French  left ; instead  of 
following  the  road  straight  on  to  Torres, 
keep  now  to  the  r. ; in  front  of  Azan 
was  the  scene  of  the  grand  cavalry 
charge  of  Le  Marchant,  which  shivered 
the  superb  French  lines,  and  decided 
their  defeat.  Thence  descend  to  the 
poor  village  of  Arapiles.  About  1$ 
mile  E.  rise  the  two  knolls,  the  A ra- 
piles,  by  which  the  French  call  this 
important  battle.  Salamanca  with  its 
domes  rises  about  4J  miles  N.  of  the 
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village.  The  battle  was  the  result  of 
a false  move  made  by  Marmont,  whose 
forces  amounted  to  more  than  100,000, 
the  Duke’s  being  under  60,000  (Nap. 
xviii.  4),  of  which  scarcely  half  were 
British.  This  gave  Marmont  the  power 
of  every  initiative,  and  reduced  the 
Duke  to  act  on  the  defensive ; his  own 
account  to  Graham  is  short  and  sweet 
“ I took  up  the  ground  which  you  were 
to  have  taken  during  the  siege  of  Sala- 
manca. We  had  a race  for  the  large 
Arapiles,  which  is  the  more  distant  of 
the  two  detached  heights ; this  race  the 
French  won,  and  they  were  too  strong 
to  be  dislodged  without  a general  action. 
I knew  that  the  French  were  to  be 
joined  by  the  cavalry  of  the  army  of 
the  North  on  the  22nd  or  23rd,  and  that 
the  army  of  the  centre  was  likely  to  be 
in  motion.  Marmont  ought  to  have 
iven  me  a pont  d'or,  and  he  would 
ave  made  a handsome  operation  of  it ; 
but  instead  of  that,  after  manoeuvring 
all  the  morning  in  the  usual  French 
style,  nobody  knew  with  what  object, 
he  at  last  pressed  upon  my  right  in 
such  a manner,  at  the  same  time  with- 
out engaging,  that  he  would  have  car- 
ried our  Arapiles,  or  he  would  have 
confined  us  entirely  to  our  position  ; 
this  was  not  to  be  endured,  and  we  fell 
upon  him,  turning  his  left  flank,  and  1 
never  saw  an  army  receive  such  a 
beating.  I had  desired  the  Spaniards 
to  continue  to  occupy  the  castle  of 
Alba  de  Turmes ; Don  Carlos  de  Espaiia 
had  evacuated  it,  1 believe,  before  he 
knew  my  wishes,  and  he  was  afraid  to 
let  me  know  that  he  had  done  so,  and 
I did  not  know  it  till  I found  no  enemy 
at  the  fords  of  the  Tormes ; when  I 
lost  sight  of  them  in  the  dark,  I marched 
upon  Huerta  and  Encinas ; if  1 had 
known  that  there  had  been  no  garrison 
in  Alba,  I should  have  marched  there, 
and  should  probably  have  had  them 
all”  (Disp.  July  25,  1812). 

The  English  position,  July  22, 1812, 
was  in  the  village  of  Arapiles.  The 
battle  began  about  three  in  the  after- 
noon, for  Marmont  then  extended  his 
line  towards  Miranda  de  Azan.  The 
Duke  was  writing  when  this  false 
move  was  reported.  He  jumped  up, 
and  with  eagle-eyed  intuition  ex- 
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claimed,  “ Egad  1 I have  them and 
so  he  had.  He  “fixed  the  fault  with 
the  stroke  of  a thunderbolt.”  A few 
orders  issued  from  his  lips  like  the 
incantations  of  a wizard,  and  the 
English  masses  advanced  ; Pakenham 
to  tne  1.  about  five  o’clock  breaking  the 
head  of  Thomiferes’s  splendid  column 
into  fragments  with  the  force  of  a giant. 
Then  the  4th  and  5th  divisions  attacked 
the  French  centre,  gaining  manfully 
the  crest  of  La  Cabaiia,  on  which  hill 
some  desperate  fighting  took  place ; 
then  and  there  the  English  cavalry, 
under  Le  Marchant,  trod  to  the  dust 
1200  Frenchmen,  “big  men  on  big 
horses,”  says  Napier,  “ trampling 
down  the  enemy  with  terrible  clamour 
aud  disturbance,  smiting  mass  after 
mass  with  downright  courage  and 
force then  800  British  sabres  over- 
whelmed Buonaparte’s  superb  “ co- 
lumns of  granite,”  and  the  3rd,  or 
“ Old  Picton’s  fighting  division,”  all 
but  destroyed  the  7th  French  division, 
which  was  posted  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
and  commanded  by  our  libeller  Foy. 

Marmont  was  wounded,  and  the 
command  fell  on  Clausel,  who  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  repair  the  battle  by 
changing  his  front ; but  the  Duke 
turned  round  and  smote  him  ; then  he 
fled  behind  the  Arapiles,  having  aban- 
doned everything  that  can  constitute 
an  army,  and  writing  in  the  first  agony 
of  trutn  that  not  20,000  men  of  the 
French  army  could  even  be  reorga- 
nised. He  retreated  on  Burgos,  send- 
ing Col.  Fabvrier  to  convey  the  news 
to  Buonaparte,  whom  he  reached  on 
the  Borodino,  Sept.  7.  The  late  time 
at  which  the  battle  began  saved  the 
enemy.  “ If  we  had  had  an  hour  more 
daylight  the  whole  army  would  have 
been  in  our  hands”  (Disp.  July  28, 
1812).  So  again  wrote  he  at  Nivelle 
when  there  crushing  Sonlt,  and  6uch 
were  the  very  words  used  by  Marl- 
borough at  Oudenarde,  and  by  Stan- 
hope at  Almenara, 

Salamanca  was  indeed  a victory, 
nor  have  the  French  yet  claimed  it  as 
theirs ; the  Duke  in  45  minutes  beat 
45,000  Frenchmen.  The  shortness  and 
completeness  of  the  affair  arose  from 
the  combatants  being  nearly  equal  in 
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numbers  ; the  English  and  Portuguese 
amounting  to  46,000,  the  French  to 
45,000,  but  in  fact  very  superior,  in 
being  of  one  nation,  and  in  artillery 
and  position,  insomuch  that  Marmout 
was  only  afraid  that  the  Duke  would 
escape  to  Ciudad  Rodrigo.  He  made 
so  sure  of  victory,  and  was  so  desirous 
of  monopolising  all  the  glory,  like 
Victor  at  Talavera,  that  he  would  not 
wait  for  Joseph,  who  was  coming  up 
with  15,000  more  men.  The  French 
lost  2 eagles,  11  cannon,  and  14,000 
men ; our  loss  amounted  to  5200. 
Although  the  full  bowl  of  joy  was 
dashed  from  the  Duke’s  lips  by  the 
left-handed  Carlos  de  Espana,  yet  the 
victory  was  most  important ; Madrid 
and  Andalucia  were  delivered,  the 
opposition  was  silenced  in  England, 
and  the  traitor  members  of  the  Cortes 
of  Cadiz  were  prevented  from  making 
terms  with  Joseph;  while  the  recoil 
shook  Buonaparte  even  in  Russia,  and 
raised  the  courage  of  the  rejoicing 
world. 

The  results  of  the  victory  of  Sala- 
manca were  neutralised  by  the  mis- 
conduct of  our  ministry  at  home,  and 
of  Ballesteros  and  the  Spaniards  in 
the  Peninsula.  The  siege  of  Burgos 
was  raised,  and  in  November,  three 
months  after  Marmont’s  disaster,  the 
Duke  stood  again  on  these  plains; 
then,  as  he  had  predicted,  the  relief  of 
Andalucia  threw  on  him  the  additional 
army  of  Soult,  who,  joining  Jourdan 
on  the  Tormes,  now  commanded 
100,000  infantry,  12.000  horse,  with 
120  cannon.  The  Duke  and  Hill  were 
resting  their  weary  forces,  which  did 
not  exceed  52,000  men ; but  he  knew 
his  old  ground,  and  wished  to  fight 
and  to  conquer  again  and  again.  De- 
prived by  some  absurd  proceedings  of 
the  Cortes  of  his  usual  sources  of  in- 
formation, he  lingered  at  Salamanca, 
challenging  the  French  to  battle  one 
day  too  long.  Jourdan,  who  had  for- 
gotten Talavera,  wished  to  engage  at 
once ; but  Soult,  who  remembered 
Oporto,  hesitated,  and  his  discretion 
was  backed  by  Clausel,  who  disliked 
les  souvenirs  ties  Arapiles,  and  thus 
lost  the  precious  chance.  Both,  al- 
though brave  and  skilful,  were  cowed 


by  the  mere  presence  of  the  Duke ; 
they  hoped,  relying  on  vast  superiority 
of  numbers,  to  cut  him  off  from  Ciudad 
J Rodrigo,  par  des  savantes  manoeuvres. 
Then  it  was  that  the  Duke  made  that 
magnificent  move,  defiling,  as  at  Bur- 
gos, in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  who  did 
not  dare  even  to  molest  him.  Thus  he 
gained  on  them  the  advance,  and,  bring- 
ing his  army  to  the  river  Valmuza, 
marched  hence  by  the  upper  road 
through  Vitigudino  to  Ciudad  Rod- 
rigo, a retreat  unparalleled  in  daring 
and  complete  success,  and  more  glo- 
rious than  many  aggressive  campaigns. 

After  leaving  these  plains,  and  riding 
over  a bleak,  treeless,  unenclosed 
country,  cold  in  spring  and  winter, 
scorched  and  calcined  in  summer,  we 
reach  Salamanca,  rising  nobly  with 
dome  and  tower  on  its  hill-crest  over 
the  ’Formes,  which  is  crossed  by  a 
long  Roman  bridge  of  27  arches. 

SALAMANCA  is  without  even  a to- 
lerable posada ; there  is  a talk,  however, 
of  a better  parador  de  las  diligencias ; 
that  for  Ledesma  starts  from  la  de  los 


Toros : la  de  Navarra,  near  the  Plaza 
Mayor,  is  but  a mere  parador.  How- 
ever, there  are  many  posadas  seer  etas, 
or  “ private  lodgings.”  Salamanca  is 
the  capital  of  its  modern  department, 
the  see  of  a Bishop  suffragan  to  San- 
tiago ; population  under  1 4,000.  The 
town  is  dull,  cheerless,  and  cold ; the 
air  bites  shrewdly,  and,  as  fuel  is  very 
scarce,  the  sun  is  the  fireplace  of  the 
poor : hence  “ the  South  ” takes  pre- 
cedence in  the  three  “ Marvels  ” of 
Salamanca : “ Medio  dia,  medio  puente, 
y medio  claustro  de  San  Vicente."  The 
city  has  an  antique  old-fashioned  look. 
The  beautiful  creamy  stone  comes  from 
the  quarries  of  Villafranca,  distant 
about  a league.  The  town  is  built  on 
three  hills,  in  a horseshoe  shape ; the 
dingy  Tormes  forms  the  base,  and  the 
walls  which  overlook  it  are  very  an- 
cient, especially  near  the  Puerta  del 
Rio  This  river  rises  in  the  Sierra 
de  Gredos,  near  Tormelles,  and  after 
a course  of  45  L.  flows  into  the  Duero 
near  Fermosella ; it  contains  fine  trout, 
some  have  been  caught  weighing 
I8lbs. ; the  best  fishing  is  nearer  the 
source. 
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Salamanca  (Salmantica)  was  a large 
and  ancient  city  of  the  Vettones.  Plu- 
tarch calls  it  fj.fya.AT]  iroAir,  when  re- 
lating, in  his  ‘ De  Virt.  Mul.,’  a curious 
anecdote  of  its  females’  valour  during 
the  town’s  siege  by  Hannibal,  532  u.c. 

Under  the  Romans  Salamanca  be- 
came the  ninth  military  station,  on 
the  Via  Lata,  the  broad  road  from 
Merida  to  Zaragoza.  Trajan  built  the 
bridge,  of  which  the  original  piers 
exist.  The  Goths  patronised  Sala- 
manca, and  here  they  coined  money 
in  gold,  which  they  seldom  did  else- 
where (see  Florez,  ‘ M.’  iii.  272).  It 
was  ravaged  by  the  Moors,  and  finally 
reconquered  by  the  Spaniards  in  1095. 
It  abounds  with  early  specimens  of 
architecture ; thus,  the  old  cathedral 
is  of  1102;  Santo  Tome  de  los  Cabal- 
leros of  1 136  ; San  Cristobal  of  1150; 
San  Adrian  of  1156;  San  Marlin  of 
1173;  Santo  Tomas  a Bechet  of  1179. 
It  has  justly  been  called  Roma  la  ckica, 
from  its  number  of  stately  buildings, 
and  is  truly  a university  to  any  archi- 
tect who  wishes  to  study  style  from 
the  earliest  periods ; it  contains  most 
superb  specimens  of  the  simple  and 
florid  Gothic,  as  of  the  richest  cinque- 
cento  and  plateresque,  down  to  the 
most  outrageous  Rococo;  for  Josef 
Churriguera,  the  heresiarch  of  bad 
taste,  and  whose  name  is  synonymous 
with  absurdity  in  brick  and  mortar, 
was  born  here  about  1660. 

The  pride  of  Salamanca  was  laid  in 
the  dust  by  the  French,  whose  ravages 
are  thus  described  by  their  English 
conqueror,  June  18th,  1812: — “The 
enemy  evacuated  on  the  16th,  leaving 
a garrison  in  the  fortifications  which 
they  have  erected  on  the  ruins  of  the 
colleges  and  convents  which  they  have 
demolished.”  “ It  is  impossible  to 
describe  the  joy  of  the  people  of  the 
town  upon  our  entrance;  they  have 
now  been  suffering  more  than  three 
years,  during  which  time  the  French, 
among  other  acts  of  violence  and 
oppression,  have  destroyed  13  out  of 
25  convents,  and  20  of  25  colleges 
which  existed  in  this  celebrated  seat 
of  learning.”  The  western  portion  of 
the  ill-feted  city  is  now  quite  a heap 
of  ruins : thus  conceive  Oxford,  if , 


Monsieur  Joinville  should  “ enter  ” 
and  “ ^eraser  ” Christchurch,  Corpus, 
Merton,  Oriel,  All  Souls’,  the  Ratcliffe, 
Bodleian,  Brazenuose,  and  St.  Mary’s. 
For  what  Salamanca  was  before  Messrs. 
Ney  and  Marmont  went  into  residence, 
consult  ‘ Historia  de  Salamanca,’  Gil 
Gonzalez  de  Avila,  4to.,  Salamanca, 
1C06 ; and  ‘ Compendio  Historical 
Bernardo  Dorado,  4to.,  Salamanca, 
1776  ; Ponz,  xii. ; Florez,  1 Esp.  Say.,’ 
xii. ; and  ‘ Historia,’  Chacon,  8vo., 
1768. 

The  first  university  in  Castile  was 
that  founded  at  Palencia  by  Alonso 
VIII.,  which  induced  Alonso  IX.  of 
Leon  to  establish  this  for  Leon.  When 
the  two  kingdoms  were  united  under 
his  son  St.  Ferdinand,  Palencia  was 
incorporated  with  Salamanca,  and  he 
gave  the  united  universities  new  sta- 
tutes in  1243.  Alonso  el  Sabio,  his 
son,  being  learned,  not  wise,  favoured 
this  seat  of  learning,  and  endowed 
professorships  in  1254  ; here  were  cal- 
culated his  celebrated  astronomical 
tables.  Oxford  takes  precedence  of 
Salamanca,  a question  decided  at  the 
Council  of  Constance,  1414,  when 
Henry  de  Abendon.,  warden  of  Merton, 
advocated  our  university.  This  uni- 
versity was  first  governed  by  its  own 
rector,  and  code  drawn  up  in  1300 : 
this  officer  of  great  authority  was 
chosen  for  a year  every  1 1 th  of  Sep- 
tember, and  entered  into  his  functions 
on  the  25th.  The  discipline  of  the 
university  was  placed  under  his  tri- 
bunal. The  details  of  office,  the  Becas, 
or  distinctive  hoods,  the  Maceros,  silver 
bedels,  &c.,  will  be  found  in  Davila 
and  Dorado,  and  in  that  quaint  old 
‘ Handbook  ’ for  Spain,  ‘ Grandezas 
de  Espaiia,’  Pedro  de  Medina,  1566, 
p.  97.  On  the  head  of  tufts  it  may 
be  mentioned  that  a white  tassel  on  a 
cap  signified  divinity  ; green,  common 
law ; crimson,  civil  law ; blue,  arts  and 
philosophy  ; yellow,  medicine. 

The  colleges  were  divided  into 
Mayores  and  Menores : at  the  larger 
were  taught  divinity,  law,  medicine, 
and  the  classics ; at  tne  smaller,  gram- 
mar and  rhetoric.  The  Escuelas,  or 
schools,  were  three : first,  the  Mayores, 
or  greater,  teaching  theology,  canon- 
O 2 
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ical  law,  medicine,  mathematics,  phi- 
losophy natural  and  moral,  languages, 
and  rhetoric;  next,  the  Menores,  or 
smaller,  teaching  grammar  and  music; 
and  last,  the  Minimus , or  smallest, 
teaching  the  mere  accidence,  reading 
and  writing.  The  larqer  colleges  were 
aristocratical  foundations,  for  the  rigid 
proofs  of  birth  and  purity  of  blood, 
Hidalquia  y limpieza  de  sangre,  mono- 
polized them  in  the  great  families,  in- 
somuch that  simply  to  be  a member  of 
one  of  them  ensured  immediate  sub- 
sequent promotion  in  law  and  church. 
Of  these  Coleoios  Mayores  there  were 
only  six  ip  all  Spain — one  at  Seville, 
one  at  Vallodolid,  and  four  at  Sala- 
manca, and  these  were  San  Bartolome, 
Cuenca,  del  Arzobispo,  and  del  Rey. 
The  others  are,  or  rather  were,  21  in 
number,  and  by  name,  Monte  Olivete, 
Santo  Tomas,  Oviedo,  San  Mil lan, 
Santa  Maria,  Santa  Cruz,  La  Magda- 
lena, Alcantara  y Calatrava,  de  los 
Angeles,  Santa  Susana,  Guadalupe, 
San  Pelayo,  San  Bernardo,  Los  Ir- 
landeses,  Santa  Catalina,  Las  Viejas, 
San  Juan,  Jesus,  San  Miguel,  San 
Pedro  y San  Pablo,  and  Burgos.  The 
Colegios  Mayores  were  first  curtailed 
of  their  privileges  by  the  minister  de 
Roda,  who,  having  when  young  been 
rejected  at  one  from  his  low  birth, 
persuaded  Charles  III.,  about  1770,  to 
reform  them  ; thus,  they  were  deprived 
of  their  patronage  and  remodeled. 
Blanco  White  (Lett.  104)  gives  the 
secret  history  of  this  private  revenge. 

Salamanca,  which  in  the  14th  cen- 
tury could  reckon  14,000  students,  had 
already,  iu  the  16th,  declined  to  7000, 
and  it  continued  to  languish  until  the 
French  invasion ; now  it  is  a compara- 
tive desert.  The  term  el  curso  was 
opened,  Oct.  1,  1846,  by  the  rector, 
attended  by  military  bands ! Only 
30  doctors  and  400  students  appeared  ; 
in  truth,  the  establishment  of  local  uni- 
versities in  large  cities  has  broken  up 
the  monopoly  of  granting  degrees, 
while  this  time-honoured  university 
itself  has  been  rendered  subject  to  the 
modern  one  of  central  Madrid  ; indeed, 
the  actual  system  of  education  in  Spain, 
since  the  decree  of  Sept.  17,  1845, 
is  now  modelled  on  that  of  France, 


There  are  10  universities  and  49  in- 
stitutos  or  sorts  of  colleges,  French  not 
English ; the  minor  schools  are  di- 
vided into  different  classes,  according 
to  the  age  of  the  instructed  and  nature 
of  instruction.  The  teachers  are  clergy- 
men, and  their  salaries  are  defrayed 
by  the  state.  There  are  no  public 
schools  as  in  England,  but  the  students 
are  day-pupils,  and  return  home  to 
board  with  their  parents  ; accordingly 
filial  and  parental  relations  are  better 
maintained  than  with  us,  at  the  ex- 
pense, however,  of  the  sciences  of  boat- 
ing, football,  and  cricket.  Again,  in 
Spain  as  on  the  continent  generally, 
the  rising  generations  lack  an  early 
initiation  into  the  miniature  world, 
such  as  Eton  .and  Winchester,  where 
conceit  is  taken  out,  and  all  find  their 
level;  wher  e fair  play  and  high  prin- 
ciple and  true  manliness  are  taught ; 
where  “ English  gentlemen’’  are  formed, 
that  first  and  best  material  for  every- 
thing else. 

The  poorer  students  of  Spain,  who 
aspire  only  to  be  humble  curates,  have 
always  been  the  subject  of  witticisms 
and  satires : indeed,  nn  Estudiante  has 
long  been  synonymous  with  an  im- 
pertinente.  The  inferior  orders  of  them 
were  simply  beggars  “licensed  by  act 
of  parliament,”  just  as  our  poor 
scholars”  were  by  7 Richard  II.; 
they  were  permitted  by  law  (Recop. 
lib.  i.  tit.  12,  ley  14)  to  vagabondize 
and  finish  their  education  by  soliciting 
charity.  Their  costume  is  remark- 
able, especially  their  tattered  cloaks  or 
gown  ; but  debaio  de  una  capa  rota  hay 
buen  bebedor,  there  is  many  a good 
drinker  under  a bundle  of  rags,  and 
l’habit  ne  fait  pas  le  moine.  These 
students  are  among  the  boldest  and 
most  impertinent  of  the  human  race, 
full  ef  tags  and  rags,  fun,  frolic,  licence, 
and  guitars.  Their  peculiar  compli- 
ment is  the  throwing  their  cloaks  of 
shreds  and  patches  on  the  ground  for 
well-dressed  handsome  women  to  walk 
over.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’s  similar 
delicate  attention  to  Queen  Elizabeth 
helped  him  to  a better  suit.  This 
“ spreading  garments  in  the  way  ” is 
truly  oriental  and  classical  (Matt.  xxi.  8 ; 
Ovid,  Am.  iii.  13, 23).  Thus  the  troops 
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of  Cato  testified  their  respect  to  him 
( Plut.  in  vit.),  as  before  had  been  done 
to  Jehu  (2  Kings  ix.  13)  j and  Koa  ! 
(Singularia  i.  144)  mentions  the  usage 
as  continued  among  the  Moors  of  Gra- 
nada. They  wear  also  a quaint  oil- 
skin cocked  hat,  in  which  a wooden 
spoon  is  placed,  such  a one  as  those 
with  which  paupers  relieved  at  convent 
doors  used  to  eat  their  gratuitous  soup : 
hence  these  Estudiantes  were  also 
called  Sopones,  Soperos,  Sopistas,  soup- 
ers,  not  sophists  ; and  few  in  sad  truth 
were  born  with  a silver  spoon  in  their 
mouths,  or  a superfluity  of  anything 
except  impudence.  But  modesty  is  of 
no  use  to  a beggar  or  monk,  as  frau 
modesto  nunca  fae  guardian,  and  still 
less  if  he  be  hungry,  which  these  stu- 
dents proverbially  are,  and  worse  than  j 
hounds,  Hambre  estudiantina  f>eor 
qut  la  canina:  they  are  gregarious, 
generally  hunting  in  packs,  but  one, 
the  gracioso,  or  wag  of  the  party,  begs 
in  verse,  accompanying  his  improvisa- 
tion with  a guitar.  These  students 
figure  in  the  picaresque  novels  of 
Spain  (see  particularly  ‘ Don  Quixote,' 
i.  38) : the  character  was  frequently 
assumed  by  young  nobles  as  a mask 
for  indulging  in  tricks  upon  travellers 
aud  adventure;  the  real  pauper  stu- 
dents went  their  rounds  with  real 
beggars,  and,  according  to  Quevedo, 
t^ose  of  the  eating-houses  as  regularly  . 
as  pilgrims.  To  such  is  usually  applied 
the  epithet  tunante,  rogue,  a word  de- 
rived from  the  Persian  tuni,  a vaga- 
bond beggar.  They  always  loved  low 
company,  especially  that  of  muleteers, 
who  represent  in  Spain  the  black- 
guardism of  our  fraternity  of  the  whip ; 
hence  the  proverb  Estudiante  sin  re- 
cuero,  bolsa  sin  dinero ; and  their  purses, 
whether  from  absence  or  impatience  of 
coin,  were,  like  Valentian  stockings, 
open  at  the  end.  By  them  the  “ fresh- 
man” was  always  victimised,  aud, 
among  other  summary  initiations, 
crowned  with  a foolscap  mitre  ; hence 
he  was  said  to  be  obispado,  “ bishoped,” 
a term  equivalent  in  Spanish  slang  to 
being  done.  No  tradesman  in  Sala- 
manca was  allowed  to  trust  any  student 
for  anything;  without  the  previous  au- 
thority of  his  tutor  or  parent. 


Let  not  the  book  collector  fancy  that 
he  will  pick  up  any  choice  thing  in 
this  seat  of  supposed  learning.  The 
commonest  editions  of  the  classics  are 
hardly  to  be  had  (see  on  this  matter, 
Index — Book-collecting). 

Salamanca  was  renowned  for  Aver- 
roistic  and  Aristotelian  knowledge,  for 
polemics,  casuistry,  and  for  the  defence 
of  the  “ immaculate  conception  of  the 
Virgin.”  The  University  has  pro- 
duced few  really  eminent  men,  or  over 
honest,  for  it  always  has  beeu  ready, 
when  mitres  and  preferment  were  held 
out,  to  give  opinions  in  favour  of  the 
king,  whether  Don  Pedro  in  1355 
wished  for  a divorce,  or  Philip  II.  not 
to  pay  the  dividend  of  his  loans.  This 
University  also  burnt,  as  magical,  the 
library  of  Villena,  the  Ma:cenas  of 
Spain,  and  condemned  as  visionary  the 
scheme  of  Columbus. 

To  those  who  are  not  artists,  archi- 
tects, or  antiquarians,  a day  or  two 
will  suffice : there  are  a poor  museo  and 
a new  theatre  or  coliseo.  The  superb 
Plaza  Mayor  is  indeed  the  largest 
square  in  Spain : it  was  built  by  Andres 
Garcia  de  Quinones  in  1700-33.  A 
colonnaded  arcade  is  carried  on  each 
side,  underneath  which  are  shops,  the 
post-office,  and  Casa  del  Ayuntamiento, 
or  mansion-house,  which  is  churrigue- 
resque.  In  this  Plaza,  bull-fights  are 
given,  when  1C, 000  to  20,000  spec- 
tators have  been  accommodated.  The 
facades  are  adorned  with  busts  of  kings 
and  worthies  of  Spain,  and  blank 
spaces  have  beeu  left  for  future  great 
men.  Below  this  new  square  is  the 
old  Grass  Market,  la  Plaza  de  Ver- 
dura:  observe  the  picturesque  pea- 
sants. Over  the  portal  of  San  Martin 
is  a rude  sculpture  of  the  Saint  dividing 
his  cloak.  In  the  interior  the  retablo, 
concealed  by  a trumpery  tabernacle, 
has  the  same  “ partition.”  Observe 
the  Santiago  aud  the  Crucifixion  and 
Glory  above.  In  this  church  some  of 
the  pointed  arches  and  capitals  are  very 
remarkable. 

The  cathedral  is  in  splendid  florid 
Gothic  of  the  age  of  Leo  X. ; it  was 
begun  (see  the  inscription  at  the  grand 
\ entrance)  in  1513,  and  consult  its 
i Glorias  Sagradas,  Jose'  Calamon  de  la 
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Mata,  Sal.  1736.  A consultation  was 
previously  held  of  all  the  chief  archi- 
tects in  Spain ; see  the  curious  docu- 
ments printed  by  Cean  Bermudez 
(Arch.  i.  293).  The  plan  of  Juan  Gil 
de  Ontanon  was  selected,  and  the  edifice 
was  built  under  Bishop  Francisco  de 
Bobabilla,  son  of  Beatrice,  the  dear 
friend  of  Isabella,  who  had  the  good 
sense  not  to  pull  down  the  old  ca- 
thedral, to  which  this  is  now  joined, 
and  from  whence  service  was  removed 
.March  25,  1560.  The  entrance  is  ex- 
quisite. Observe  the  infinite  orna- 
ments and  statues  of  the  rich  portal, 
and  the  beautiful  cream-coloured  stone 
in  which  they  are  wrought.  The 
towers  are  inferior  and  are  of  later 
date ; over  la  Puerta  de  las  Palmas 
is  the  “ Entry  into  Jerusalem;”  outside 
is  a walk,  a Gradus,  or  “ Grees.”  There 
are  three  aisles,  of  which  the  central  is 
the  highest.  At  the  sides  of  the  two 
lateral  ones  are  enclosed  chapels.  The 
roof  is  supported  by  graceful  shafts, 
with  small  capitals  painted  in  blue  and 
gold : the  Gothic  roof  is  studded  with 
gilded  rosettes.  The  gallery  is  most 
delicate,  with  a double  frieze  of  birds, 
animals,  and  scroll-work.  Observe 
above,  the  busts  projecting  from  gold 
circular  frames.  The  octangular  cim- 
borio  is  very  light  and  elegant.  The 
coro,  as  usual,  blocks  up  the  centre, 
while  the  silleria  is  heavy  and  bad, 
and  the  exterior  churrigueresque.  Ob- 
serve, however,  the  statues  of  St.  John 
and  a cross  Santa  Ana  teaching  the 
Virgin  to  read : both  are  ascribed  to 
Juan  de  Juni.  Visit  the  Dorada  chapel, 
built  by  Francisco  Sanchez;  observe 
the  profusion  of  small  saints,  on  gilt 
pedestals,  picked  out  in  blue,  white, 
and  gold.  The  tomb  of  the  founder 
is  dated  1524 ; he  is  sculptured  as 
asleep  in  his  robes ; above  is  his  por- 
trait in  black.  Observe  the  azidejos, 
and  the  sepulchres  of  two  prelates  railed 
off  like  lions’  dens.  In  the  Capilla  del 
Sepulcro  is  a copy  of  Titian’s  * Deposi- 
tion.’ In  the  Capilla  del  Presidente 
are  some  paintings  by  Morales,  two 
heads  of  the  Saviour  and  a doubtful 
Virgin  with  the  Infant  and  St.  John. 
Visit  next  la  Pieza . the  vestry  of  the 
canons;  observe  the  delicate  foliage 


and  ornament,  and  the  Louis  XIV. 
mirrors  fit  for  a fine  lady's  toilet.  In 
the  adjoining  Oratorio  the  relics  are 
kept,  but  the  French  carried  off  the 
silver  mountings.  Here  is  el  Crucifijo 
de  las  Batallas,  a small  bronze,  which 
the  Cid  always  carried  before  him  in 
fight,  as  the  ancients  did  their  Vic- 
torias. Tt  is  very  curious  and  au- 
thentic. The  crown  is  black,  the  apron 
gilt,  and  girdled  with  a white  belt, 
studded  with  gilt  chequer  work.  (See 
‘ El  Christo  de  las  Batallas,’  Git 
Davila,  4to.,  Salam.  1615.)  It  was 
brought  here  by  Geronimo,  the  Cid’s 
own  bishop,  and  remained  over  the 
prelate's  tomb  from  1120  to  1607,  when 
it  was  removed  to  the  Relicario.  Iu  • 
the  Capilla  de  San  Antonio  are  some 
fine  pictures,  possibly  by  Zurbaran, 
of  the  Beheading  St.  John,  and,  in  the 
next  chapel,  a Crucifixion,  with  two 
Bishops.  Below  were  buried  the  family 
of  the  founder,  Antonio  Corrionero. 
The  small  box,  dated  1633,  is  said  to 
hold  parchment  title-deeds.  In  an  ad- 
joining chapel  is  a St.  Jerome  beating 
his  breast,  by  Gaspar  Becerra.  Observe 
the  three  Gothic  sedilia  in  the  Capilla 
de  Abajo  behind  the  choir,  and  a circu- 
lar concave  retablo  with  more  than  50 
paintings  set  in  white  and  gold  frames. 
The  sepulchres  are  of  the  date  1466. 
Observe  the  ancient  arches  and  capitals. 

The  old  cathedral,  which  lies  below, 
is  simple  and  massy,  and  half  a for- 
tress; hence  the  epithet  “ Fortis  Sal- 
mantina,”  to  distinguish  it  from 
“ Sancta  Ovetensis,”  Oviedo  rich  in 
relics;  “ Dives Toletana,”  Toledo  rich 
in  tithes ; “ Pulchra  Leonina,”  Leon 
beautiful  in  art.  It  was  built  in  trou- 
bled times  of  frontier  danger,  by  a 
warlike  prelate,  Geronimo,  the  con- 
fessor of  the  Cid.  He  was  a French- 
man, bom  at  Perigord,  and  was  brought 
to  Spain  by  his  countryman  Bernardo, 
primate  of  Toledo;  he  was  made 
Bishop  of  Valencia,  in  1098,  by  the 
Cid.  Geronimo,  after  his  master’s 
death,  was  translated  to  Zamora,  and 
next  induced  Count  Ramon,  the  hus- 
band of  Queen  Urraca,  to  build  this 
cathedral  at  Salamanca,  in  1 102,  which 
Calixtus  II.,  own  brother  to  Ramon, 
elevated  to  episcopal  dignity.  In  both 
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his  cathedrals  he  introduced  the  Nor- 
man-French style  of  architecture;  the 
exterior  of  his  iglesia  vieja  is  best 
seen  from  la  puerta  del  patio  chico; 
the  simple  solidity  contrasts  with  the 
elaborate  portal  of  the  later  edifice. 
Observe  the  Norman  square  billet  as 
at  Tarragona,  the  salient  balls  as  at 
Toledo,  and  the  peculiar  scaly  tiling 
of  a py  ramidical  tower  top.  The  old 
cathedral  is  low,  damp,  and  neglected. 
Gerouimo  lies  buried  in  the  second 
chapel  to  the  1.  Some  have  read  the 
word  Visquio  as  his  name,  others  as 
old  Spanish  for  Vixit. 

Among  other  tombs  observe  that  of 
Mafalda,  daughter  of  Alonso  VIII., 
1204;  of  the  Dean  Fernando  Alonso, 
1285  ; of  Juan  Fernandez,  Rico  Ome, 
1303.  Some  of  the  retablos  are  ex- 
tremely old.  In  the  Capilla  del  Co- 
legio  Viejo,  which  is  painted  blue  and 
studded  with  stars  of  gold,  is  the  tomb 
of  Diego  de  Anaya,  1374,  Archbishop 
of  Seville  and  founder  of  San  Barto- 
lome.  The  ceiling  of  this  chapel,  now 
a lumber-room,  is  quite  Moorish ; near 
it  is  a beautiful  sepulchre  of  an  armed 
knight  and  his  sister,  and  a “ Be- 
heading of  St.  John”  by  Feruaudus 
Galecus  (Gallegos),  by  whom  also,  iu 
the  Capilla  San  Clemente,  is  a “ Vir- 
gin with  the  Saviour  who  takes  a rose 
from  St.  John.”  These  are  among  the 
earliest  of  Spanish  paintings,  yet  they 
have  been  scandalously  neglected. 
Gallegos  was  born  at  Salamanca  in  the 
middle  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  is 
the  Van  Eyk  of  the  Peuinsula.  The 
old  cloister,  built  in  1178,  has  been 
partly  modernized ; here  formerly  the 
schools  were  held.  Iu  the  Capilla  de 
Talavera,  founded  by  Rodrigo  Maldo- 
nado, the  Musarabic  ritual  was  con- 
tinued (see  Toledo) ; in  the  Capilla 
de  Santa  Barbara  degrees  were  con- 
firmed ; and  in  Santa  Catalina  synods 
were  held,  and  “wrauglings”  for  ho- 
nours and  professorships,  open  to  com- 
petition or  de  oposicion,  were  contended 
for,  until  the  regular  schools  were 
built,  which  are  close  adjoining,  for 
the  university,  strictly  speaking,  is  a 
jumble  of  buildings,  /ms  Escuelus, 
“ the  schools,”  were  commenced  in 
1415  by  Alonso  Rodrigo  Curpintero,  a 


name  probably  derived  from  his  voca- 
tion, and  were  removed  here'from  the 
| cloister  in  1433.  This  was  the  age  of 
Juan  II.,  the  patron  of  literature  and 
the  troubadour : see  the  inscription 
over  the  gate  de  las  Cadenas.  The 
chapel,  of  which  Medina  gives  the 
curious  details,  was  dedicated  to  St. 
Jerome ; it  was  modernized  and  ruined 
under  the  Bourbons.  The  retablo, 
rich  in  material  and  poor  in  design, 
contains  some  bad  pictures,  by  Fran- 
cisco Cachaniga,  of  doctors  swearing 
to  defend  the  “ immaculate  concep- 
tion:” over  the  door  of  each  of  the 
aulas,  “ halls,”  or  lecture-rooms,  are 
tablets  denoting  the  science  which  is 
taught  in  them ; inside  each  is  a pulpit 
for  the  lecturer,  or  catedralico,  with 
rows  of  benches  for  the  students,  and 
a sort  of  ledge  for  them  to  write  their 
notes  on.  The  patio  is  modern,  and 
the  royal  portraits,  in  chiaro  oscuro, 
are  very  bad.  Ascending  the  staircase, 
observe  the  morris- dancers  and  foliage 
by  wav  of  bannisters  ; in  the  ante-room 
are  other  royal  portraits,  from  Philip 
II.  downwards,  and  all  equally  devoid 
of  merit ; the  roofs  of  the  ceilings  are 
in  rich  arlesonado,  and  stalactitical. 
The  handsome  library  is  fitted  with 
Louis  XIV.  bookcases  and  gallery  ; in 
a smaller  room  are  confined  the  books 
prohibited  by  the  liber  expurgatorius. 
The  library  was  rich  in  theology,  edi- 
tions of  Aristotle,  and  works  of  Tos- 
tado  (see  Avila).  Near  the  ante-room 
was  the  chamber  in  which  the  student 
about  to  “ dispute”  or  “wrangle”  was 
placed,  with  a sentinel  at  the  door,  for 
25  horn's,  to  consider  his  subject 
quietly  : it  was  filled  with  huge  folios, 
many  of  which,  especially  the  polemical 
books,  were  formerly  chained,  like 
quarrelsome  dogs,  to  the  reading-desks. 

Passing  through  some  quaint  tapes- 
try-clad rooms  is  the  Sala  del  Claus- 
tro,  a modernish  saloon,  the  Golgotha 
iu  which  the  doctors  and  heads  of 
houses  assemble  in  conclave.  The 
size  of  these  now  deserted  halls  bears 
witness  of  past  crowds. 

Coming  out  of  the  schools  the  grand 
fumade  of  the  library  is  alone  worth  an 
architect's  visit  to  Salamanca : it  is  the 
triumph  of  the  decorative  and  heraldic1 
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style ; here  the  creamy  stone  has  been  1 
as  wax  in  the  hands  of  the  artist,  and 
no  Moor  ever  embroidered  lacework, 
Cachemire  lienzo,  more  delicately. 
It  is  of  the  richest  period  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  whose  medallions  and 
badges  are  interworked  with  scrolls : 
the  inscription  is  in  Greek,  “ The  fear 
of  God  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom.” 
In  the  Plazuela  opposite  is  the  hospital 
of  poor  students,  and  some  of  the 
smaller  Escudos ; they  are  very  an- 
cient, especially  San  Millan  and  Pan 
y Carbon,  bread  and  coal,  food  for  the 
body  rather  than  the  mind,  which  re- 
calls our  Brasinghouse,  now  Brazen- 
nose,  nomenclature. 

Hence  to  San  Bartolomei,  the  oldest 
of  the  Coleqios  Mayores,  and  therefore 
called  El  Colegio  Viejo,  but  New  Col- 
lege would  be  more  appropriate,  for  it 
has  been  completely  modernized.  The 
rawness  of  the  new  tasteless  work  ill 
accords  with  the  venerable  date  of  the 
older  buildings,  which,  like  aged  men, 
look  better  in  their  contemporary  russet 
coats  than  in  “ the  last  ” spick  and  span 
fashions.  This  college  was  founded  in 
1410  by  Diego  de  Anaya,  Archbishop 
of  Seville,  who,  returning  from  the 
Council  of  Constance,  had  seen  Bo- 
logna. The  olyect  was  to  “ defend  the 
faith hence  it  was  so  thronged  in 
1480  that  the  proverb  ran,  “ Todo  el 
mundo  esta  He  no  de  Bartolomicos here 
was  devised  the  fatal  limpieza  de 
sangre,  which  neutralized  all  conver- 
sion from  Jew  and  Moor,  by  distin- 
guishing between  new  and  old  Chris- 
tians, the  nuevos  o rancios,  thus  cursing 
Spain,  already  sufficiently  unamalga- 
mating,  with  a new  caste,  and  another 
erm  of  disunion.  These  religious 
istinctions  were  borrowed  from  the 
Moors,  by  whom  those  of  the  old 
Goths  who  renounced  Christianity 
were  called  Mosalimah,  or  new  con- 
verts to  Islam.  They  were  despised 
just  as  tlie  renegade  Moors  were 
among  the  Christians,  Arabice  Murad- 
din,  their  equivalent  for  the  Spanish 
Cristiano  nuevo*  The  term  Mulutto, 

* Mur  rad  means  a renegado,  from  radda , to 
turn  ; it  wu  the  name  given  by  the  Moorsto 
thoee  who  turned  Christians  : MuwaUad  is  one 
descended  from  a turncoat. 


half-caste,  is  Moorish,  MuwaUad,  “ any 
thing  or  person  not  of  pure  Arabic 
origin,”  and  which,  being  pronounced 
then,  as  it  is  now,  in  Barhary,  Mulad, 
became  in  Spanish  Mulato  and  Mu/a 
(Moll.  D.  ii.  458);  the  primitive  root 
was  doubtless  the  Latin  Mula,  mule. 
The  college  of  San  Bartolom € was 
“ beautified”  about  1767  by  one  Josef 
Hermosillu.  The  Salmantines  admire 
it  prodigiously,  but  the  Ionic  portico 
is  heavy,  the  cornice  clumsy,  and  the 
square  windows  of  the  entresol  mere 
portholes ; the  patio  is  simple  and 
better,  but  the  staircase  is  somewhat 
narrow,  and  the  pictures  in  the  chapel 
by  Sebastian  Concha  are  indifferent ; 
this  college  produced  the  renowned  El 
Tostado  (see  Avila). 

Cuenca , the  next  Colegio  Mayor, 
was  founded  in  1506  by  Diego  Ramirez, 
Bishop  of  Cuenca,  by  whom  Charles  V. 
was  baptized.  This  most  exquisite 
cinque-cento  edifice,  fair  daughter  of 
Cuenca’s  elegant  cathedral,  was,  before 
M.  Ney  “ entered,”  the  marvel  of  Sala- 
manca; men  wondered  where  artists 
could  be  found  to  design  it,  workmen 
to  execute,  and  wealth  to  defray  the 
cost.  Of  this  gem  of  Berruguete  art, 
only  a fragment  of  the  front,  with  the 
founder’s  motto,  yvuiSt  trtavrov,  re- 
mains, and  by  their  fbuits  shall  ye 
know  those  who  demolished  the  rest. 
A few  medallions  of  prelates,  knights, 
and  elegant  ornaments  about  the  win- 
dows show  what  was  the  original  cha- 
racter of  this  splendid  pile.  In  a 
ruined  quadrangle  portions  of  sculp- 
ture mutilated  by  the  invaders  still 
encumber  the  weeds. 

Passing  hence  to  San  Bias,  the  full 
extent  of  this  French  devastation  is 
evident.  In  order  to  fortily  this  com- 
manding quarter,  they  demolished  San 
Benito,  San  Vicente,  La  Merced,  and 
Los  Cayetanos,  and  levelled  all  the 
houses  up  to  San  Bernardo,  to  make  a 
glacis  as  at  the  Alhambra  and  Valen- 
cia. From  these  ruins  the  eye  ranges 
over  the  river,  the  cathedral,  and  the 
enormous  Jesnitas.  These  forts  were 
stormed  by  the  Duke  in  person,  June 
27,  1812,  and,  although  defended  by 
800  picked  men  and  20  cannon,  they 
surrendered  at  once.  Thus  were  cap- 
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tured  in  a few  hours  bastions  which  it 
had  occupied  the  enemy  three  long 
years  to  construct,  and  this  in  the  face 
of  Marmont's  superior  army,  which 
did  not  venture  to  interfere.  Now  M. 
Guetin  (Guide  en  Espagne,  p.  478) 
tenderly  deplores  how  much  “ Sala- 
raanque  eut  a souffriren  1812  du  feu 
des  batteries  Anglaises,  qui  tiraient  a 
boulet  rouge  sur  cette  malheureuse 
cite.” 

Adjoining  is  el  Coltgio  Mayor  de 
Santiago,  or,  as  it  is  usually  called, 
del  Arzobispo,  from  the  founder,  Alonso 
de  Fonseca,  Archbishop  of  Toledo, 
who  was  buried  in  the  Ursolas.  It 
was  begun  in  1521  by  Pedro  de  Ibarra, 
at  the  best  period  of  the  cinque-cento 
style.  Observe  the  most  airy  elegant 
patio,  the  fluted  pillars,  and  Pierino 
del  Vago  medallions,  which  glitter  in 
the  sun,  like  a rich  chasing  by  Cellini. 
The  boys  and  heads,  some  in  caps, 
some  in  helmets,  are  full  of  grace  and 
variety  of  design.  Ibarra  was  aided  by 
Alonso  de  Covarubbias  aud  Berru- 
guete : thus  the  three  great  artistic 
architects  of  their  age  were  simul- 
taneously employed,  each  vying  in 
honourable  rivalry  to  outdo  the  other. 
Some  of  the  work  is  in  the  transition 
period  from  the  Gothic  to  the  Renais- 
sance. Berruguete  in  1529  undertook 
to  “ build,  carve,  and  paint  ’’  the  re- 
tublo  of  the  chapel : Pouz  (xii.  234) 
gives  an  extract  from  the  original 
agreement  The  noble  work  was 
finished  in  1531,  hut  whitewash  has 
done  its  worst,  and  a portion  only  of 
the  original  colouring  has  escaped  near 
the  altar.  The  precious  retablo,  when 
seen  from  a distance,  looks  like  a 
silversmith’s  work  of  gold  and  enamel. 
The  eight  paiutings  are  rather  coldly 
coloured,  and  the  drawing  resembles 
that  of  Juan  de  Bologna ; the  upper 
four  are  the  best,  but  the  figure  of  the 
student  in  the  centre  niche  is  not  by 
Berruguete. 

The  last  of  the  Colegios  Mayores  is 
that  del  lley,  “ King’s  College.”  It 
was  commenced  in  1625  by  Gomez 
Mora,  and  was  founded  by  the  mili- 
tary order  of  Santiago.  The  qua- 
drangle is  Doric,  serious,  and  simple. 
The  chapel  was  unfortunately  modern- 


ized and  bedaubed  with  gilding  and 
churrigueresque  by  a South  American 
bishop  of  more  wealth  than  taste. 

Close  by  is  San  Esteban,  a Domini- 
can convent,  so  called,  because,  when 
one  near  the  Tormes  was  destroyed  by 
a flood  in  Nov.  1256,  this  parish  church 
was  assigned  to  that  order.  It  was  one 
of  the  fiuest  enriched  Gothic  buildings 
in  the  world.  The  benefactors  were 
Juan  Alvarez  de  Toledo,  uncle  to  the 
great  Alva,  and  Diego  de  Deza,  tutor 
to  Prince  Juan  (who  died  at  Sala- 
manca, Oct.  7,  1497)  and  afterwards 
Archbishop  of  Seville.  This  true  Do- 
minican and  ferocious  Inquisidor  was 
nevertheless,  like  Philip  II.,  a patron 
of  art,  and  protector  of  Columbus,  and 
he  was  sincere  even  in  his  bigotry. 
He  also  founded  the  College  of  Santo 
Tomas  at  Seville.  Observe  the  ela- 
borate facade  and  portal,  which  almost 
rivals  that  of  the  library.  The  eye  is 
bewildered  with  the  details,  which  are 
thrown  like  a lace  embroidery  or  filigree 
work  over  the  whole  ; the  creamy  stone 
is  worked  into  saints,  apostles,  can- 
delabra, and  richest  caprice.  The  mar- 
tyrdom of  the  tutelar  is  by  Juan  An- 
tonio Ceroni  of  Milan.  The  noble 
church  is  a Latin  cross.  The  entrance 
is  under  a dark  elliptical  arch  which 
supports  the  eoro  as  at  the  Escorial,  but 
beyond  all  is  brilliant,  nay,  the  altar  is 
overdone  with  gilding.  The  dome  is 
painted  in  freseo  by  the  feeble  Antonio 
Palomino ; the  subject,  the  “ Triumph 
of  Religion,”  is  a failure  of  art.  The 
roof  is  richly  studded  ; the  retablo  has 
a good  Martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen  by 
Claudio  Coello.  Observe  to  the  r.  a 
precious  door  worked  with  riding  chil- 
dren and  scroll-work.  In  the  light 
cloister  remark  the  pillars  and  capitals 
in  the  angles,  and  the  basso-relievos 
sculptured  by  Alonso  Sardina.  Ob- 
serve also  the  sala  capitular,  built  in 
1627  by  Juan  Moreno,  the  grand  stair- 
case, the  beautiful  sacristia , and  li- 
brary. This  exquisite  pile  was  van- 
dalised by  the  French,  who  made  a 
magazine  of  the  church  and  stables  of 
the  cloisters. 

Columbus  in  1484-6  was  lodged 
here;  and  the  monks  and  Deza,  to 
their  honour,  espoused  his  scheme,. 
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which  the  “ Golgotha  ” of  the  univer- 
sity had  pronounced  to  be  ‘‘  vain,  im- 
practicable, and  resting  on  grounds 
too  weak  to  merit  the  support  of  the 
government.”  The  sable  conclave  was 
held  at  Valcuervo,  “the  Valley  of 
Crows,"  2 L.  off,  to  secure  quiet  for 
deliberation.  Here  the  arguments  of 
the  great  Genoese  were  rebutted  by 
texts  from  St.  Augustine ; here  he  was 
thought  to  be  an  atheist,  a reckless 
adventurer.  But  those  who  could  de- 
cide against  a poor  foreigner,  who  was 
in  the  right,  always  gave  an  opinion  in 
favour  of  Spaniards  of  place  and  power, 
albeit  in  the  wrong  ; their  decisions,  as 
in  the  case  of  Don  Pedro’s  divorce,  are 
a sore  subject  in  Salamanca,  and  over 
which  Gil  de  Avila  says  “ he  must 
draw  a veil,  as  the  dutiful  son  did  over 
the  nakedness  of  Noah.”  The  pre- 
serving this  interesting  building  is  con- 
templated by  making  it  the  provincial 
museo  de  pinturas  ; but  funds  have 
hitherto  been  wanting. 

Opposite  to  the  palace  of  the  Alvas, 
with  its  two  turrets,  all  gutted  by  the 
French,  is  las  Agustinas  Recoletas,  a 
once  magnificent  convent,  founded  in 
1626  by  Manuel  de  Zuniga,  Conde  de 
Monterey,  and  favourite  of  Philip  IV. 
This  “ gbod  slow  man,”  according  to 
Clarendon,  had  married  a sister  of  the 
all-powerful  Conde  Duque,  and  was 
by  ljim  appointed  viceroy  at  Naples. 
He  became  so  rich,  that  a poor  preg- 
-nant  woman,  who  had  a longing,  tin 
antojo,  to  see  Philip  IV.,  when  thank- 
ing him  for  granting  an  audience, 
prayed  that  “ God  might  make  him 
viceroy  of  Naples.”  The  convent, 
built  by  Juan  Fontana,  is  a noble  pile, 
with  red  marble  fluted  Corinthian  pil- 
lars, a simple  cupola,  and  altogether 
an  Italian  character.  The  church,  a 
pure  Latin  cross,  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
Salamanca.  Observe  the  Florentine 
pulpit  of  Pietre  dure,  in  which  San 
Vicente  de  Ferrer  is  said  to  have 
preached,  and  the  retablo  to  match, 
with  Corinthian  red  marble  pillars, 
and  die  gilt  bronze  tabernacle,  with 
spiral  columns  and  lapis  lazuli;  the 
tombs  of  the  founder  and  his  wife  are 
by  Algardi;  observe  the  armour  and 
costume : many  pompous  titles  are  in- 


scribed below  the  kneeling  figures, 
which  but  enhance  the  triumph  of 
death, who  has  cropped  them  all  to  form 
a garland  for  his  victor  brow ; now  his 
turn  is  come,  and  all  is  nothing  and 
neglect.  Monterey  was  a splendid 
patron  of  art ; many  pictures  which  he 

fave  to  Philip  IV.  are  still  at  Madrid ; 

e reserved  for  this  convent  “ San 
Januario  kneeling  on  the  clouds,”  by 
P.  Veronese,  doubtful;  an  “ Annun- 
ciation,” by  Lanfranco  ; a “ Nativity,” 
Ribera — the  child  is  much  repainted ; 
some  very  capital  Stanzioni’s  (Cabal- 
lero Maximo).  Observe  also  a St, 
John,  like  Guido;  St  Joseph  ; a fine 
dark  San  Agustin  ; and  the  Meeting  ot 
the  Virgin  and  Elizabeth,  and  a Na- 
tivity, excellent:  also  a San  Nicolas, 
Lanfranco;  a Virgen  del  Rosario,  Ri- 
bera; and  the  grand  altar-piece,  the 
Concepcion,  signed  Jusepe  de  Ribera, 
Espanol,  Valentiano,  F.  1635.  In  this 
the  Virgin’s  feet  are  shown,  a liberty 
allowed  to  artists  in  Italy,  but  pro- 
hibited in  Spain  by  the  Inquisition. 
As  Monterey  was  viceroy  at  Naples  at 
the  precise  moment  when  Ribera,  Stan- 
zioni,  Lanfranco,  and  others  had  really 
created  there  a school  of  art,  this  con- 
vent was  once  a museum  of  Neapolitan 
paintings : when  we  saw  them  they 
flapped  rotting  in  their  frames,  but 
were  pure  in  surface,  having  never 
yet  been  defiled  by  harpy  cleaners  or 
restorers.  There  are  more  paintings 
inside,  which  cannot  be  seeu  by  the 
male  sex,  as  the  nunnery  is  en  clausura. 
Of  the  famous  cartoons  by  M.  Angelo, 
“ the  Swimmers,”  mentioned  by  Car- 
ducho  (Dial.  151),  we  could  obtain  no 
information. 

Another  nunnery,  San  Espiritu,  des- 
tined, like  Las  Huelgas  at  Burgos,  for 
noble  ladies,  is  a fine  pile  of  granite. 
Observe  the  superb  roof  over  the  coro, 
and  the  portal  by  Berruguete.  The 
church  of  Carmelitas  Calzadas  is  a 
pure  simple  Doric  of  Juan  de  Herrera. 
The  quadrangle  of  the  Colegio  de  Gua- 
dalupe is  incredibly  rich  in  minute  de- 
corations, a lace-work  of  form  and 
figure,  animal  and  vegetable.  The 
tower  of  Santo  Tome  delos  Caballeros 
is  of  the  twelfth  century.  Observe  the 
ancient  sepulchres  with  pointed  arches 
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near  the  altar.  The  elegant  and  pa- 
thetic Luis  de  Leon  was  buried  in 
1591  in  the  Ayustinos  Calzados,  where 
Juan  de  Sahagun  and  Santo  Tomas  de 
Villanueva  rest  also.  Observe  the 
portal  of  LasDuenas,  founded  in  1419, 
as  inside  Santa  Teresa  received  her 
Divine  revelations  (see  Avila). 

The  Jesuitas,  built  in  1614  by  Juan 
Gomez  de  Mora,  is  enormous.  The 
chapel  and  transept  are  grand,  but  the 
cimborio  has  been  cracked,  and  the 
retablo  is  vile  churrigueresque.  The 
portals,  towers,  and  cupolas  are  more 
striking  from  size  than  good  art.  It 
is  now  a clerical  seminary,  and  here 
the  Irish  students  were  lodged  after 
the  suppression  of  this  order;  their 
original  college  was  founded  in  1592 
by  Philip  II.,  and  dedicated  to  St. 
Patrick,  in  order  that  “ some  priests  of 
the  true  faith  might  yet  be  educated  for 
unhappy  England  in  the  hopes  of  finally 
extinguishing  pestilential  heresies.” 

Philip  II.  was  married,  Nov.  13, 
1543,  at  Salamanca,  to  Maria  of  Por- 
tugal, when  the  city  outdid  itself  in 
bull-fights,  to  wipe  away  all  memory  of 
the  part  it  had  taken  against  his  father 
in  the  outbreak  in  1521.  The  leader 
of  the  Patriots,  or  Comuneros,  was  one 
Valloria,  a botero,  or  maker  of  wine 
pigskins.  This  agitator  plundered  the 
colleges,  their  plate-chests,  butteries, 
and  cellars,  so  effectually,  that  the  mob 
were  so  pleased,  that  they  made  every 
one  swear  this  oath  of  allegiance : — 
“ Juras  a Dios  no  huber  mas  Hey,  ni 
Papa,  que  Valloria."  He  was  hanged 
April  23,  1521. 

Near  the  churrigueresque  Merced 
is  the  Colegio  de  la  Vera  Cruz,  so 
called  from  the  apparition  of  white 
crosses  on  the  dresses  of  the  Jews  dur- 
ing a sermon  of  San  Vicente  Ferrer 
in  1411,  who  here  converted  8000 
Moors,  35,000  Jews,  and  100,000 
other  sinners,  which  seems  a good 
many  in  so  small  a town;  however, 
on  has  arrival  here,  when  asked  for  a 
sign  by  some  doubters,  he  replied, 

“ What  more  do  you  require  than  that 
up  to  this  day  3000  miracles  have  been 
wrought  by  means  of  this  sinner  ?” 
(See,  for  details,  Gil  de  Avila,  p.  354, 
and  Dorado,  286.) 


Among  the  houses  best  worthy  ob- 
serving in  Salamanca  is  la  Casa  del 
Sal,  or  Salinas,  with  its  arched  front, 
granite  pillars,  ornamented  windows, 
and  singular  patio.  Observe  the  pro- 
jecting roof  and  gallery  upheld  by 
quaintly  carved  aud  grotesque  figure 
supports.  The  Maldonado  family  have 
a fine  old  house  opposite  la  Trinidad. 
Near  the  Jesuitas  is  the  Casa  de  log 
Conchas,  ornamented  on  the  exterior 
like  the  Mendoza  palace  at  Guadala- 
jara, but  the  interior  is  much  degraded : 
observe  the  fine  patio  and  minute 
Gothic  ornaments.  In  the  Plaza  San 
Agustin  observe  the  ruined  front  of  the 
convent  destroyed  by  the  French,  and 
a singular  old  house  with  the  arms 
of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and  most 
delicately  shaped  windows.  The  Pa- 
lacio  del  Condbe  de  Monterey  has  two 
remarkably  elegant  turrets  or  mira- 
dores,  with  an  upper  gallery  of  open 
arcaded  windows,  which  look  like  a rich 
lace  fringe  of  the  solid  basement  below. 

The  Calle  de  Ips.Muertos  is  so  called 
from  the  house  built  by  Archbishop 
Fonseca,  whose  bust,  with  those  of  his 
two  nephews,  are  sculptured  in  front. 
Under  the  windows  are  placed  sculls, 
emblems  of  the  dead,  which  gave  the 
name  to  the  street ; but  good  living 
flourished  inside  when'  we  were  there, 
for  here  lived  our  kind  and  hospitable 
friend  Don  Alejo  Guillen,  prior  of  the 
cathedral,  and  one  mentioned  so  often 
with  honour  in  the  Duke’s  Dispatches, 
and  thus  embalmed  and  immortal ; see 
particularly  August  18,  1812.  His 
Grace  himself,  when  at  Salamanca, 
lodged  in  the  house  of  the  Marques  de 
Almarza,  in  the  Plaza  de  San  Boal. 
Every  Englishman  will  of  course  visit 
it,  and  observe  the  rosette-studded  arch 
at  the  entrance,  and  the  medallions  in 
the  patio,  especially  a young  lady 
with  a ruff,  and  the  heads  of  the 
founder  and  his  beautiful  wife,  whose 
drapery  is  free  and  flowing. 

In  die  Plaza  Santo  Tome  is  an  an- 
cient mansion  with  red  brick  Moorish 
arches  and  Azulejo,  and  another  with 
a Berruguete  front  and  portal,  with 
the  medallions  of  the  founder  and  his 
wife — a very  common  Spanish  cinque- 
cento  decoration.  The  Torre  de  Claval 
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is  a good  specimen  of  the  medieval 
Castihan  keep,  with  those  little  bar- 
tizan turrets  at  the  corner,  which  occur 
at  Coria,  Coca,  Segovia,  Guadamur, 
and  elsewhere.  In  the  Cuesta  del  Se- 
minario  was  the  Aula,  the  hall,  where 
Villena  endeavoured  to  restore  learn- 
ing. Here  he  taught  natural  philo- 
sophy, which  the  dons  and  doctors 
thought  magical.  The  University  at 
his  death  appointed  Lope  de  Barrientos, 
Bishopof  Avila  and  Inquisidor-general, 
to  inspect  his  library ; two  cart-loads 
wers  sent  him,  which  he  forthwith 
proceeded  not  to  read,  but  to  burn. 
Ponz  (iii,  105)  prints  a curious  letter 
written  at  the  .time  by  Fernan  Gomez, 
physician  to  Juan  II.,  to  the  poet  Juan 
de  Mepj,  lamenting  this  Omar  van- 
dalism. According  to  him,  this  Lope 
“coaid  npt  understand  the  books  more 
than  the  Dean  of  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
would  have  been  able.”  J uan  de  Meua 
grieves  (Cpplas,  i.  1 26)  over  such  “ ex- 
equies ” of  the  patron  of  literature  and 
“honour  of  Spain.” 

Descend  now  to  the  Tormes,  and 
observe  in  the  way  the  Puerta  de  San 
Pablo,  with  the  infinite  statues  of  saints, 
the  Pope  or  St.  Peter  in  the  centre. 
Examine  the  foundations  of  the  old 
walls,  and  the  Roman  bridge.  The 
Medio  Puente  is  one  of  those  pavilions 
or  shrines  so  common  to  Spanish 
bridges,  in  which  some  tutelar  saint 
is  worshipped.  On  this  bridge  was 
placed  one  of  those  strange  animals 
which,  whether  wild  boar  or  rhino- 
ceros, are  classed  with  the  Toros  de 
Guisando  (see  Index) ; and  the  Oxford 
of  Tauromaehian  Spain  Iras  taken  for 
its  arms  “ a bull  on  a bridge  crossing 
a river” — a Bull-ford.  Having  passed 
the  Tormes,  turn  to  the  r.  and  cross 
the  rivulet  Zurgucu  to  view  the  noble 
city  rising  proudly  in  front.  This 
Zurguen  was  to  the  poet  Melendez 
what  the  “ Bonny  Ayr  " was  to  Burns. 
If  the  traveller  will  asceud  the  cathe- 
dral tower,  and  walk  some  afternoon 
out  of  the  gate  Santo  Tomas,  and  make 
the  circuit  of  the  walls,  passing  the 
gates  of  Toro,  Zamora,  and  Villa- 
mayor,  and  entering  again  at  San  Vi- 
cente, he  will  have  seen  something  of 
Salamanca. 


There  are  three  routes  from  Sala- 
manca to  Madrid,  and  a diligence:  No. 
1,  the  shortest  and  most  uninteresting, 
is  through  Penaranda.  A new  road 
is  contemplated  between  Madrid  and 
Salamanca,  which  is  to  pass  through 
Avila. 
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AUlea  luengft  . ...  2 

Ventoaa  ......  3 ..  b 

Penaranda  . ....  2 ..  ' 

Pontiveros ..  lot 

San  Paacual 3 ,.  13J 

Klaseo  S&ncho  . . . . 2$  ..  is 

Venta  de  Almarta  ...  1 ..  IT 

Madrid  ......  1J  ..  32 

Huerta  is  a poor  village  in  a plain 
near  the  Tormes,  which  occasionally 
inundates  the  road  ; and  thither  it  was 
that  the  Duke  marched  after  the  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  imagining  that  the 
bridge  lower  down  to  the  r.  at  Alba  de 
Tormes  was  secured  by  the  Spaniards, 
as  he  had  ordered,  which  it  was  not. 
Hence,  crossing  the  Ventosa,  to  Pena- 
randa de  Bracamonte,  a decent  town 
' of  4000  souls,  well  supplied  with  water 
from  a fine  aqueduct.  The  parish 
church  is  simple  and  well  built.  The 
road  is  next  carried  over  the  rivers 
Trabancos,  Zapardiel,  and  Adajas, 
which  flaw  down  from  the  Avila 
■ chains  rising  to  the  r.  Near  Villa- 
nueva de  Gomez,  % a L.  from  Blasiu 
Sancho,  is  a stream  which  must  lie 
forded  ; in  time  of  rains  carriages  are 
obliged,  for  want  of  a bridge,  to  go  4 
L.  round  by  Arevalo.  After  travelling 
over  an  uninteresting  slovenly-culti- 
vated country,  this  route  joins  the  high 
Madrid  and  La  Coruna  road  at  the 
Venta  de  Almarza. 

Those  who  have  reached  Salamanca 
either  from  Lisbon  or  Gallicia,  and 
are  on  their  road  to  Madrid,  from 
whence  they  do  not  intend  proceed- 
ing north,  may  take  the  following 
circuitous  route,  by  which  means 
they  will  see  many  very  interesting 
places. 
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Tordesillas  . . 

. k,  4 

. 14 

Simancas.  . . 

. . 3 

. 17 

Valladolid  . . 

. . 2 

. 19 

Segovia  . . , 

. . 19 

. 3S 

San  Ildefonso 

. . 2 

. 40 

Eacorial  . . . 

. . 8 

. 48 

Madrid  • • « 

. . S* 

. 56* 

The  country  to  Tordesillas  is  dreary ; 
from  thence  excursions  may  be  made 
to  Toro  and  Medina  del  Campo:  for 
all  these  and  other  towns  in  this  route 
consult  R.  77,  and  Index. 

The  3rd  line  is  through  Avila,  and, 
if  continued  through  Guisando  and  the 
Escorial,  is  full  of  interest  to  the  artist, 
antiquarian,  and  angler  (see  R.  100). 
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Alba  de  Tormes,  . • 

La  Mava 

Piedrahita  .... 

. 4 
. 2*  . 

. 3 . 

Villatoro  , . , , 

.*  3 . 

12 1 

Santa  Maria  .... 

. 3 . 

15* 

Avila 

. 4 . 

1»! 

Escorial 

• • 

27 

Madrid 

. 8*  . 

35* 

It  is  worth  while  to  make  the  visit 
to  the  Escorial  from  Avila,  which  the 
new  road  will  avoid. 

Alba  de  Tormes,  whence  the  family 
of  Toledo  take  their  ducal  title,  is  in 
the  centre  of  their  vast  possessions.  It 
has  a noble  bridge  over  the  Tormes, 
which  Don  Carlos  de  Espana,  by  neg- 
lecting to  secure  as  ordered,  rendered 
a pont  d'or  to  the  French  after  Sala- 
manca. The  palace-fortress  overlooks 
the  town,  with  its  round  towers  and 
machicolations,  but  it  was  ruined  and 
gutted  by  the  runaways,  and  the  su- 
perb armoury  stolen.  Observe  the 
spiral  pillars  of  the  chief  patio  and  the 
plateresqne  facade.  The  interior  was 
painted  in  arabesque,  and  frescos  re- 
lating to  the  battles  of  the  great  Alva. 
The  grand  gallery  to  the  S.  was  upheld 
by  marble  pillars,  and  filled  with  busts. 
In  the  Curmelitas  desealzas  are  the 
fine  sepulchres  of  the  founders,  Fran- 
cisco Velazquez  and  Teresa  his  wife  ; 
observe  their  effigies,  the  Doric  pilas- 
ters, and  also  the  sepulchral  statue  of 
Simon  Galarza,  and  Juan  de  Ovalla 
and  Doiia  Juana  de  Abumada  with  a 
child  at  their  feet.  Near  the  town  is 
the  fiue  Jeronomite  convent,  with  two 
quadrangles,  and  the  superb  tomb  of 


Gutierez  Alvarez  de  Toledo,  Archbishop 
of  Toledo.  Proceed  hence  through  a 
broken  country,  studded  with  oak- 
woods,  to  Piedrahita,  built  on  a slope, 
with  the  palace  of  the  Alvas,  erected 
in  the  last  century  at  a cost  of  more 
than  400,0001.  Jacques  Marquet,  a 
Frenchman  brought  to  Madrid  in  order 
to  pave  the  streets,  gave  the  design. 
The  gardens,  with  temples  and  ter- 
races, rendered  this  the  Stowe  of  Spain, 
but  all  was  ruined,  like  Abadia,  by  the 
French  troops. 

Alba  de  Tormes,  besides  being  the 
scene  of  Espana’s  negligence  after  the 
battle  of  Salamanca,  witnessed  the  dis- 
grace of  the  Duque  del  Parque.  He 
(Oct.  19,  1809)  had  defeated  Gen. 
Marcband  at  Tamanes,  distant  2 L., 
and  the  success  turned  the  Seville 
Junta’s  heads,  who,  thinking  that  they 
now  could  reconquer  Madrid  without 
the  aid  of  the  English,  planned  the 
campaign  of  Ocana,  in  defiance  of  all 
the  Duke’s  warnings  and  advice.  The 
defeat  of  Areizaga  recoiled  on  del 
Parque,  who  forthwith  commenced  his 
retreat ; and  here  at  Alba  de  Tormes, 
within  2 L.  of  his  former  victory,  he 
was  surprised,  Nov.  28,  1809,  by  Kel- 
lerinann  : alarmed,  says  the  Duke,  at 
the  appearance  of  30  French  dragoons 
in  his  rear,  the  army  dispersed,  aban- 
doning guns  and  everything;  fortu- 
nately there  was  no  enemy  at  hand  to 
take  advantage  of  this  panic. 

The  road  soon  enters  New  Castile, 
and  is  carried  through  the  Puerto  de 
Villatoro,  and  thence  by  gentle  de- 
scents through  a wooded  sporting 
country  to  Avila  (see  R.  100). 

Those  who  have  reached  Salamanca 
from  the  S.  are  strongly  advised  to  take 
horse  and  make  the  pilgrimage  to 
Compostella,  visiting  the  trout-streams 
and  monasteries  of  the  all  but  unknown 
valley  of  the  Vierzo,  and  then  turning 
into  the  Asturias  to  Oviedo,  and  com- 
ing down  to  Madrid  through  Leon, 
Valladolid,  and  Segovia.  This  ride  in 
summer  is  delicious,  as  the  country  is 
alpine,  and  to  the  angler  unequalled. 
Many  of  the  cities  are  full  of  interest 
to  the  antiquarian,  as  it  was  to  this 
mountain-corner  of  Spain  that  the  rem- 
nants of  the  Goths  fled  in  712,  and 
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where  they  first  reconstructed  the  mo- 
narchies of  Leon  and  Castile. 
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Calzada  . . . 

. 3 

Cubo  .... 

. 3 

..  6 

Corrales  . 

. 3 

..  9 

Zamora  • • • 

. t 

..  IS 

Pied  rah  ita  . 

. 3 

..  15 

Kiego  . . . 

. 2 

..  17 

Santa  Eufemia  . 

. i 

..  19 

Benavente  . . 

. 3 

..  22 

Pozuelo  . . . 

. 8 

..  25 

A la  Haiieia  . . 

. 3 

..  28 

Toral  .... 

. 2 

..  30 

Astorga  . . . 

. n 

..  32 1 

Manzanal  . . 

. 3* 

..  36 

Beni bi mitre  . . 

. 3 

..  39 

Cubilloa  . . . 

. St 

..  41* 

Villafranca  . 

. 3t 

..  45 

Am  lias  Mestas  . 

. *t 

..  47t 

Castro  . . . 

. 3 

..  sot 

Doncoa  . . . 

. 3 

..  53* 

Santa  Isabel.  . 

. 2t 

..  56 

Sobrado  . 

. 2t 

..  58t 

Lugo  .... 

. 3 

..  61  * 

First  we  may  mention  that  Toro  lies 
12  L.  from  Salamanca  by  an  unin- 
teresting carriageable  road,  through 
Fuente-Sauco,  G L.,  and  along  the  river 
Guarena  (for  Toro,  see  R.  77). 

The  celebrated  warm  baths  of  Le- 
desma lie  about  6 L.  from  Salamanca 
to  the  W.,  and  there  is  a diligence  to 
them  in  the  season.  The  district  is  of 
great  antiquity,  and  is  still  divided  iuto 
Jiodas,  districts,  Arabice  ltauda,  gar- 
den. Ledesma,  Bletissa,  the  chief  town, 
is  very  ancient  and  picturesque;  its 
singular  walls  are  thought  to  be  earlier 
than  the  Romans,  It  stands  on  the 
Tormes,  the  fine  bridge  over  which  was 
built  on  Roman  foundations.  Many 
inscriptions  are  found  here,  and  outside 
the  Puerta  de  los  Toros  are  two  of  those 
strange  antique  Bulls  of  Guisaudo  (see 
Index).  The  baths  lie  about  S.E.  2 L. 
off.  The  waters  are  warm,  ranging 
from  29  to  30  Reaumur,  and  are  used 
both  internally  and  externally,  being 
very  beneficial  in  cutaneous  and  rheu- 
matic complaints.  The  season  is  from 
June  1 to  Sept.  30.  From  Ledesma  to 
Zamora  there  is  a cross-road  through 
San  Martial. 

The  road  to  Santiago  passes  between 
those  to  Toro  and  Ledesma.  To  Cul- 
zada  it  runs  over  a desolate  waste  of 
■raras  y encinas,  following  the  line  of 
’be  ancient  Roman  road ; a living 


creature  is  rare : here  we  were  struck 
with  flocks  of  wild  hawks  of  a large 
size,  with  greyish  white  bodies,  and 
tails  and  wings  tipped  with  black. 
About  Cubo  the  country  improves ; and 
here,  in  a sheltered  valley,  is  Val 
Paraiso, — the  vast  convent  in  which 
St  Ferdinand,  one  of  the  best  and 
greatest  of  kings,  was  bora  ; it  is  now 
a ruin,  as  the  invaders  converted  this 
paradise  into  a wilderness ; they  der 
filed  the  holy  temple,  and  made  it  a 
heap  of  stones.  The  peasants  about 
here  become  as  churlish  as  their  coun- 
try, no  longer  saluting  the  stranger 
like  the  Estremeiio  or  Charro.  They 
either  wear  monteras,  or  shocking  bad 
round  hats.  The  red-stockingea  wo- 
men veil  their  heads  with  handker- 
chiefs, and  all  seem  poverty-stricken 
and  starving  amid  corn  and  wine  : the 
latter,  fine  and  good,  sells  for  about  3 
reals  the  arroba,  or  6 d.  for  16  bottles. 
But  there  are  no  outlets  for  the  over- 
production ; roads,  canals,  and  cus- 
tomers are  all  wanting;  thns,  when 
corn  here  is  at  24  to  28  reals  thefaneya, 
it  sells  for  55  to  57  at  Seville  ; the  vino 
de  Toro  is  far  superior  to  what  is  com- 
monly sold  in  England  as  port. 

From  Salamanca  to  Corrales  under 
its  windmill-studded  hill  is  a 6 hours’ 
ride ; we  slept  at  the  decent  posada. 
Continuing  the  route  from  the  hermitage 
el  Cristo  de  Morales,  Zamora  is  seen 
rising  grandly,  with  its  ancient  walls, 
over  the  waters  of  the  Dtiero.  The 
long  embattled  line  is  terminated  to  the 
L by  the  castle  and  cathedral.  The  old 
bridge,  to  the  r.,  has  three  of  those 
towers  on  it  which  are  so  common  in 
Spain ; the  arches  are  very  pointed ; 
the  river  above  and  below  is  dammed 
up  with  water-mills.  The  piers  of 
another,  ruined  bridge  are  seen  below 
the  cathedral.  The  Duero,  as  it  ap- 
proaches Portugal,  has  few  bridges, 
and,  being  now  deep,  and  with  danger- 
ous ferries,  becomes  a most  important 
military  line  in  time  of  war.  The 
river  rises  in  the  bleak  Sierra  de  Ur - 
bion,  near  Soria,  receiving  the  afflu- 
ents of  the  hills  above  Logrono  and  the 
Montcayo.  It  flows  west  through  a 
dreary  country,  which  improves  near 
Zamora,  below  which  it  forms  the 
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boundary  between  Spam  and  Portugal. 
The  whole  course  is  about  500  miles. 
The  name  Ur,  vSwp,  the  Celtic  Dwr, 
simply  means  mater,  as  Gave  does  in 
the  Pyrenees.  This  water  par  excel- 
lence is  indeed  an  apurror  ptv  6Sap, 
since  according  to  the  proverb  it  is 
equal  to  chicken-broth  in  nutriment: 
Agua  de  Duero  caldo  de  polios  — an 
axiom  which  our  readers  may  well  dis- 
trust, and  put  a real  poule  in  their  pot ; 
the  river  moreover  has  the  honour  to 
give  the  title  of  Marquis  to  the  Duke, 
as  on  its  banks  he  often  foiled  the 
enemy,  especially  Soult  at  Oporto.  Be- 
low Zamora  are  some  wild  passes  and 
ferries,  used  by  smugglers;  the  most 
remarkable  are  el  Paso  de  las  Estacas, 
that  of  the  Stakes,  and  el  Salto  de  la 
Burraca , the  leap  of  the  great  she-ass, 
not  the  heaven-ascending  mule  of  Ma- 
homet. 

Zamora  is  a decayed  place.  Popula- 
tion under  10,000.  There  is  a tolerable 
posada  on  the  Plaza  Santa  Lucia. 
The  cathedral  is  the  see  of  a bishop, 
suffragan  to  Santiago.  The  city  bears 
for  arms  its  bridge,  with  two  towers 
and  a flag.  The  name  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  the  Moorish  Samurdh,  a 
city  of  “ turquoises,”  which  it  does 
not  signify,*  and  of  which  it  possesses 
none.  Conde,  however,  suggests  “ dia- 
mond,” and  considers  it  a mere  meta- 
phor for  its  hardness  as  a rock- built 
citadel.  In  older  books  it  is  called 
Ocellum  Duri,  the  eye,  the  cup  of  the 
Duero  (Kelt,  Hebrew ; calix)  ; and 
according  to  the  Cronica  General  it 
means  a black  crow.  Its  name  awakes 
a thousand  recollections  of  mediaeval  j 
chivalry  in  a Spanish  bosom.  In  the  i 
early  annals,  being  placed  on  the  bar-  1 
rier  river,  the  Duero,  it  was  an  im- 
portant frontier  town  against  Moorish 
invasions.  It  was  recovered  from  the  j 
infidel  in  748  by  Alonso  el  Catolico. 
It  was  besieged  in  July,  939,  by  Abdu- 
r-rahman,  when  a desperate  battle  was 
fought  for  its  relief  by  Ramiro  II.,  and 
the  Moslems  were  defeated.  Zamora  was 
then  enclosed  by  seven  lines  of  walls, 
and  the  spaces  between  were  defended 

* Samur  is  the  Arabic  name  of  a furred  ani- 
mal, Muitrla  Scythica,  and  is  the  etymon  of 
the  Spanish  zamarra,  jacket. 


by  moats ; 40,000  Moors  are  said  to 
have  been  killed  in  these  trenches. 
Ramiro,  from  being  in  want  of  every- 
thing, was  unable  to  follow  up  his 
victory.  Zamora  was  retaken  and  de- 
stroyed in  985  by  the  great  A1  Mansur, 
but  was  rebuilt  by  Ferdinand  L,  who 
gave  it  in  1065  to  his  daughter  Urraca, 
who  must  not  be  confounded  with  her 
niece  Urraca,  the  wife  of  Ramon  of 
Burgundy,  and  Reina  proprietaria  of 
Spain.  This  once  common  name,  which 
still  exists  in  these  parts,  is  pure  Arabic, 
and  means  “ brilliant  in  colours 
hence  Mahomet's  mule,  on  which  he 
ascended  to  heaven,  was  called  El 
Burac.  The  term  is  also  given  to  a 
delicious  pear  in  Gallicia,  and  to  a 
chattering  pie,  habla  mas  que  una 
Urraca. 

Ferdinand,  like  Louis  le  Debonnaire, 
by  his  impolitic  devise,  dismembered 
a monarchy  which  his  whole  life  had 
been  spent  m consolidating,  and,  like  his 
seventh  namesake,  bequeathed  a civil 
war  to  his  heir  Sancho,  who,  resenting 
the  unjust  partition,  besieged  Zamora 
in  1072.  Then  it  was  the  well-walled 
city,  Zamora  la  bien  cercada,  and  pro- 
verbially almost  impregnable : a Za- 
mora, no  sc  garni  en  una  nora.  Sancho, 
being  enticed  near  the  walls  by  Vellido 
Dolphos  ( Ataulfo),  was  assassinated  on 
! the  7th  Oct.  whilst  in  an  unseemly 
position,  according  to  the  old  ballad, 
the  Cid  from  want  of  spurs  being  un- 
able to  catch  the  traitor ; but  every  one 
will  read  his  Romancero  on  these  sites. 

It  was  at  this  siege  that  five  Moorish 
kings  (sheikhs)  brought  tribute,  and 
saluted  Ruy  Diaz  de  Vibar  with  the 
title  of  Cid  Campeador — the  champion 
priuce — just  as  our  Wellington  is  now 
called  here  El  Lor,  El  gran  Lor, 
“ The  Lord,”  exactly  as  we  say  “ The 
Duke.” 

Pass  out  by  the  Puerto  de  la  Feria 
into  the  pleasant  Alameda  with  its 
fountains  and  stone  benches,  and  hence 
to  the  palace  of  Urraca,  which  occupies 
the  extreme  point  of  the  city.  The 
walls  follow  tne  irregularities  of  their 
rocky  bases ; the  palace  is  a ruin.  A 
mutilated  bust  of  Urraca  still  remains 
over  a gate,  and  an  inscription  said  to 
be  the  “ Afuera ! A/uera ! Rodrigo  el 
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soberbio  Castellano”  of  the  old  ballad,  nand,  opposite  to  that  of  Bishop  Suerus 
and  allusive  to  the  Cid’s  being  shut  Perez,  1286.  Other  old  tombs  are  in 
out  when  the  traitor-assassin  Dolphos  j the  Capillu  del  Cardinal,  viz.  Alvaro 
was  let  in.  Near  the  cathedral  is  the  Romero,  cloaked, — observe  his  sword  ; 
bishop’s  palace,  with  its  corridors  and  and  in  the  Capilla  de  San  Miguel  that 
open  gallery.  of  canon  F.  M.  de  Baltas,  1308.  The 

This  cathedral  is  very  ancient.  The  very  ancient  retablo  is  parted  into  six 
see,  which  had  fallen  into  abeyance  divisions,  with  paintings  like  Fernando 
daring  the  time  of  the  Moors,  was  Gallegos.  The  original  cloisters  were 
restored  by  Alonso  VI.,  son  of  Ferdi-  burnt  in  1591,  and  the  present,  in 
nand  I.,  whose  heiress,  Urraca,  had  simple  Doric,  were  rebuilt  in  1621. 
married  Ramon,  brother  to  Pope  Ca-  ) The  N.  entrance  to  the  cathedral  has 
lixtus  II.;  and  thus  through  family  unfortunately  been  modernised  in  the 
interest  at  Rome  many  difficulties  with  Corinthian  style,  which  ill  accords 
contending  prelates  were  got  over.  : with  the  primitive  elevation. 

The  Archbishop  of  Toledo  was  a La  Magdalena  was  a church  of  the 
Frenchman  named  Bernard,  who  filled  Templars,  which  was,  at  their  sup- 
the  sees  of  Spain  with  his  countrymen,  pression,  given  to  the  Order  of  St.  Juan 
and  they  introduced  the  simple  solid  of  Jerusalem ; it  is  a simple  solid  edi- 
Norraan  style  of  architecture,  exactly  fice  of  the  twelfth  century.  Observe  the 
as  occurred  at  Tarragona.  Geronimo,  ' masonry  of  the  exterior,  the  deeply- 
the  confessor  of  the  Cid,  when  de-  j recessed  entrance,  with  remarkable 
prived  of  the  see  of  Valencia  at  its  circular  arches  above,  highly  enriched, 
reconquest  by  the  Moors,  was  appointed  ; partly  with  Norman,  partly  with 
to  Zamora  with  quas-t -episcopal  func-  Moorish  patterns.  The  absis  is  cir- 
tions.  TbeS.  and  dilapidated  entrance  cular.  In  front  is  the  high  altar,  with 
deserves  particular  notice.  Observe  a beautiful  round  arch  and  mouldings ; 
the  four  round  or  Saxon  arches,  and  observe  also  the  rose  window  above, 
the  singular  pattern-like  rolls  of  linen,  formed  with  small  columns,  precisely 
the  plain  curtains  of  wall  strengthened  | like  that  in  the  Temple  church  at 
by  buttresses.  The  capitals  of  the  London.  Before  entering  the  inner 
pillars  are  the  bastard  Norman-Gothic  portion,  on  each  side  of  the  lofty 
Corinthian.  The  rose  windows  are  pointed  arch  are  two  ancient  tombs  of 
fine,  and  the  massy  square  tower  ar.d  members  of  San  Juan.  Observe  the 
cimborio  are  quite  cognate  with  the  | cross  and  the  spiral  pillars  which  sup- 
Iglesia  Vieja  of  Salamanca.  The  two  port  the  canopies,  also  the  enriched 
lateral  aisles  in  the  interior  are  low.  portal.  Zamora  contains  much  quaint 
The  dome  is  picked  out  with  a wavy  j mediaeval  architecture ; visit,  for  in- 
pattern of  gold  on  white.  The  altar  stance,  la  Plaza  de  los  Momos,  and 
manor  is  composed  of  reddish  marble  observe  the  singular  facade  of  a eusii 
pillars,  with  gilt  bronze  capitals,  and  solar,  with  ajimez  windows,  and  the 
the  Transfiguration  sculptured  iu  j peculiar  Valentian  doorway,  w ith  large 
marble  is  modern,  and  of  inferior  art.  fan-like  stones  in  the  arch-work. 

The  old  retablo  was  moved  to  the  i The  natural  position  of  decayed  Za- 
convent  of  San  Geronimo.  The  coro  mora  has  remained  most  important, 
is  carved  in  a tedesque  manner  like  and  in  vain  did  Moore  urge  the  Junta 
Rodrigo  Aleman,  and  dated  149J.  of  Salamanca  to  repair  the  defences, 
Observe  the  open  Gothic  spire  of  the  and  receive  there  his  stores,  for  his 
bishop’s  seat,  and  the  saints  and  figures  retreat  had  commenced  before  they  had 
above  the  dark-coloured  stalls  of  the  done  deliberating  (Schepelcr,  ii.  119). 
canons.  Remark  the  carved  door  with  Had  the  place  been  put  into  a state  of 
figures  and  Gothic  work  to  the  1.  of  the  defence,  he  would  have  fallen  back  on 
high  altar.  Among  the  tombs  observe  it  instead  of  on  La  Coruna,  and  thus 
those  of  Bernardus,  the  first  bishop,  | Portugal  would  have  been  spared  the 
1 149,  and  near  the  door  that  of  Bishop  murderous  ravages  of  Soult.  The  sins 
Pedro,  1254,  confessor  of  St.  Ferdi-  of  the  Juuta  were  visited  on  Zamora, 
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as  it  was  soon  after  taken  by  the  French.  1 
Messrs.  Darricaut  and  Maupetit  gal- 
lantly scaled  the  walls,  and  took  the 
once  strong  place  in  less  than  half  an 
hour ! tempora  mutantur,  when 
Con  Zamora  aver  batalla 
Aznz  es  cosa  pesnda. 

Although  no  resistance  was  made,  the 
town  was  sacked,  neither  age  nor  sex 
were  spared,  and  the  principal  persons 
■ executed.  Zamora  was  afterwards 
occupied  and  plundered  by  M.  Foy, 
and  it  has  never  recovered  these 
visitations.  The  victory  of  Salamanca 
delivered  Zamora ; its  evacuation  by 
Foy  was  a blundering  operation,  for, 
had  he  held  it,  the  Duke’s  plans  would 
have  been  deranged  (Disp.  Aug.  18,  23, 
1812). 

On  quitting  it,  the  wretchedness  of 
the  peasantry  increases;  their  cabins 
are  of  mud,  their  furniture  and  agri- 
cultural implements  are  rude  in  form  ; 
and  material.  Their  carts — and  they 
prevail  all  over  the  N.W.  provinces — 
are  the  unchanged  plaustra,  with  solid 
wheels,  the  Roman  tympana,  a mere  i 
circle  of  wood,  without  spokes  or  axles, 
much  like  mill  grinding-stones  or  Par- 
mesan cheeses,  and  such  as  the  old 
Egyptians  used,  as  seen  in  hiero- 
glyphics (Wilk.  i.  369),  and  no  doubt 
exactly  resembling  those  sent  by 
Joseph  for  his  father  (Gen.  xlv.  19). 
The  type  is  Oriental,  and  still  is  used 
among  the  Afghans  and  Spaniards, 
who  are  uuadvanced  coachmakers. 
The  whole  wheel  turns  round  together 
with  a piteous  creaking,  which  whines 
all  over  the  north-western  portion  of 
Spain.  The  drivers,  whose  leathern  ; 
ears  are  as  blunt  as  their  edgeless  | 
teeth,  delight  in  this  excruciating  el  ! 
Chillar,  el  Chirrio,  Arabice  charrar, 
to  make  a noise,  which  they  call  music. 
They,  moreover,  think  it  frightens 
wolves,  bears,  and  the  devil  himself, 
which  it  well  may,  for  the  wheel  of 
Ixion,  although  damned  in  hell,  never 
cried  more  piteously.  The  shrill 
sounds,  however,  seive  as  warnings 
to  other  drivers,  who,  in  narrow  paths 
and  gorges  of  rocks,  where  two  car- 
riages cannot  pass,  have  this  notice 
given  them,  and  draw  aside  until  the  i 
coast  is  clear. 


From  Zamora  the  naturalist  may 
make  many  excursions  : the  botanist 
should  visit  la  dehesa  de  San  Andres, 
1 L.,  and  the  geologist  go  to  Muelas, 
4 L.,  in  the  angle  of  the  confluence  of 
the  Esla  and  Duero : here,  curiously 
formed  and  marked,  calcareous  stones 
and  crystals  are  found,  and  the  peculiar 
clay  is  considered  the  finest  in  the 
Peninsula  for  making  kitchen  ware. 
The  sportsman  and  angler  will  also 
find  a fine  wild  country,  covered  with 
aromatic  underwood,  and  intersected 
with  trout-streams  all  the  way  from 
Zamora  to  Villafranca  del  Vierzo. 
Those  who  can  rough  it  might  first 
visit  Carbajales,  4 L.,  a town  belong- 
ing to  the  Duque  de  Frias,  population 
1 200.  The  neighbouring  la  Pena  co- 
lorada  and  monte  Valdoradas  abound 
in  caza  mayor  y menor : of  course  the 
stranger  will  take  local  guides  to  guide 
him  to  the  network  of  trout-streams, 
which  come  down  the  fan-like  off- 
shoots of  the  serpentining  Sierra  de 
Culebra,  and  empty  themselves  into 
the  Aliste.  Fjpoin  Carbajales  the 
sportsman  might  either  strike  off  W. 
to  Alcaiiices,  which  is  a small  town 
with  600  souls,  on  the  confines  of  Por- 
tugal, where  there  is  excellent  cover, 
or  he  might  cut  across  to  Puebla  de 
Sanabria,  and  thence  over  the  Vierzo 
to  Villafranca,  through  some  of  the 
best  fishing  districts  in  Spain.  (See 
Routes  70,  71.) 

Leaving  Zamora,  the  road  continues 
to  be  uninteresting  until  after  passing 
Santa  Eufemia,  when  an  opening  dis- 
closes Benavente  in  the  distance,  with 
its  fine  castle  rising  on  a knoll  to  the 
1.  out  of  a girdle  of  trees.  Before  ar- 
riving at  the  town,  the  Esla,  one  of  the 
large  tributaries  of  the  Duero,  is  crossed 
in  a clumsy  ferry-boat.  Here  one  of 
the  first  encounters  took  place  between 
the  British  and  French  cavalry  : early 
in  Moore’s  retreat  (Dec.  29,  1808), 
Lefebvre  Desnouettes,  commanding 
600  of  the  imperial  guards,  attacked 
the  English  rear.  He  was  met  by 
Col.  Otway,  with  only  200  men,  and 
checked;  Lord  Paget  then  came  up 
with  some  of  the  10th,  and  in  “ an  in- 
stant ” (says  Napier)  “ the  scene  was 
changed,  and  the  enemy  were  seen 
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flying  in  full  speed  towards  the  river, 
the  British  close  at  their  heels.”  Le- 
febvre  Desnouettes  was  taken  prisoner, 
when  his  indignation  was  increased  by 
the  derisive  laughter  which  his  sullen 
looks  and  torn  coat  excited  among  the 
English  soldiers — du  sublime  au  ridi- 
cule il  n’y  a qu’un  pas.  Buonaparte, 
an  eye-witness  of  this  event,  wrote  the 
following  account  for  Paris  in  his  21st 
bulletin  : — “ Le  ge'ne'ral,  emporte  par 
cette  ardeur  qu’ou  a si  souveut  reproche' 
au  soldat  Franyais,  passa  la  riviere  a 
la  nage  pour  se  porter  sur  Benavente, 
ou  il  trouva  toute  la  cavalerie  de 
l’arriere  garde  Anglaise : alors  il  s’en- 
gagea  un  long  combat  de  400  hommes 
eontre  2000 ; il  fallut  enfin  ceder  au 
nombre.  Cette  echauffouree  a dfl  con- 
vaincre  les  Anglais  de  ce  qu’ils  auraient 
a redouter  de  pareilles  gens  dans  une 
affaire  gene'rale.” 

Lefebvre’s  subsequent  breach  of 
parole  is  well  known ; but  Buona- 
parte, instead  of  sending  him  back  “ a 
prisoner,”  as  the  Duke  would  have 
done,  had  any  English  officer  been 
capable  of  such  dishonour  (Disp.  Oct. 
20,  1809),  approved  of  his  conduct, 
and  reinstated  him  in  the  command  of 
his  chasseurs.  Can  it  be  wondered, 
under  such  “ circumstances,  that  the 
Duke  could  place  no  confidence  in  the 
parole  of  any  French  officer”  (Disp. 
June  30,  1811),  not  even  on  Soulfs, 
their  chief  (Disp.  Sept.  1 1, 1813)  ? Yet 
now,  M.  Foy  having  ascribed  the 
bravery  of  English  soldiers  to  beef 
and  rum,  thinks  “ that  honour  is  a 
motive  too  delicate  for  their  dense  or- 
ganization, and  that  even  our  officers 
lack  the  exclusive  idolatry  to  it  of  the 
French”  (i.  235,  241\ 

Crossing  the  Esla,  Benavente,  with 
its  long,  mud,  cob  walls,  and  ruined 
castle,  rises  on  a gentle  eminence ; 
population  about  2500.  There  is  a 
decent  posada  outside  the  town,  ou 
the  road  to  Astorga  ; the  town  dull 
and  poverty-stricken.  The  castle,  the 
Alcazar  of  the  Pimentels,  now  merged 
in  the  Osuna  dukedom,  was  once  the 
great  lion  ; it,  however,  is  far  inferior 
in  size  and  details  to  many  of  our 
Welsh  castles,  while  the  material  is  a 
reddish  coarse  stone,  with  a consider- 


able portion  of  mere  cob.  The  ruin  is 
entered  by  a gentle  ascent : passing 
under  an  arch  between  two  towers,  a 
defaced  Santiago  on  horseback  is  over 
the  portal.  The  Torre  Pastel  bears 
the  date  Mayo  20,  14G2.  Here  are  the 
arms  of  the  Pimentels,  once  the  power- 
ful Counts  of  Benavente,  the  sheikhs 
or  lords  of  all  around.  The  inside  is 
all  a ruin,  having  been  gutted  by 
Soult  when  retreating  from  Oporto. 
The  patio  is  still  strewed  with  frag- 
ments of  sculpture,  which  were  then 
wantonly  destroyed.  In  the  upper 
story  was  the  state  gallery,  where  yet 
are  some  remains  of  Moorish  Tarkisk 
and  azulejo  in  the  windows  : a portion 
of  the  grand  staircase  exists.  The 
view  over  the  bald  plains  of  Leon  and 
mountains  towards  la  Puebla  de  Sana- 
bria  is  extensive ; the  river  front  is 
the  strongest;  the  masonry  is  coarse 
and  ornamented  with  a huge  stone 
chain  and  the  projecting  balls  so  com- 
mon at  Toledo : below  are  what  were 
the  gardens  of  the  Duchess,  but  de- 
stroyed by  the  enemy.  A pretty  walk, 
el  Caracol,  leads  under  the  trees  and 
by  a trout-stream.  The  Santa  Maria 
church  in  Benavente  has  a remarkable 
tower,  circular  chapels,  and  round 
Saxon  arches. 

There  is  a carriageable  communica- 
tion from  Benavente  to  Leon,  114  L., 
over  a most  uninteresting  "country, 
through  Torral  de  los  Guzmanes  44, 
Ardon  3J,  and  Leon  3 4.  That  to  the 
1.  to  Otense,  334,  is  full  of  alpine  and 
river  beauty  (see  Route  70). 

At  Benavente  (Dec.  28,  1809) 

Moore’s  retreat  may  be  said  to  have 
commenced : here  the  laurel  was 
wreathed  with  the  cypress,  and  the 
sins  of  official  epigrammatists  washed 
out  by  brave  men’s  blood.  In  October 
he  had  been  sent  to  the  Peninsula  with 
some  25.000  men,  without  any  specific 
instructions  beyond  a direction  to  act 
in  concert  with  Spanish  generals  ! the 
bleak  Castiles  were  chosen  because  in 
winter  they  are  almost  impracticable 
from  cold  and  rain.  Moore  reached 
Salamanca  Nov.  13,  and  there  he 
heard  that  three  Spanish  armies  had 
melted  like  a snow-wreath  almost 
before  attacked.  He  crossed  the  fron- 
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tier  Oct.  11 ; Blake,  on  that  same  day, 
■was  beaten  at  Espinosa,  Belvidere 
having  on  the  10th  been  routed  at 
Burgos ; and  when  Moore  reached 
Salamanca  in  November,  he  heard 
how  Castanos  had  been  crushed  at 
Tudela:  soon  after,  Somosierra  gave 
Madrid  to  Buonaparte,  and  thus  the 
unassisted  English  were  left  to  bear  [ 
the  whole  real  burden  of  the  war. 
Thus  25,000  British  troops  were  now 
opposed  to  250,000  French  veterans, 
flushed  with  victory  ; yet  the  Duke  of 
York  had  counselled  our  ministers  not 
to  send  less  than  60,000  English  to  the 
Peninsula,  which  he  was  prepared  to 
furnish:  he  felt  that  no  little  war 
ought  to  be  carried  on ; but  pedling, 
paltry  politics  prevailed, — this  (says 
Napier)  mere  handful  was  embarked, 
ana  then  without  money,  plans,  or 
scarcely  ammuuition.  Moore,  who 
had  now  become  the  principal  instead 
of  the  auxiliary,  for  “ il  n’y  a que  les  ; 
Anglais  a craindre,”  said  the  shrewd 
Buonaparte,  was  next  lured  into  the 
Castiles  by  the  juntas,  and  by  our  am-  j 
bassador,  Mr.  Frerq,  who  did  his  best 
to  deceive  and  destroy  Moore,  by  en- 
ticing him  on  to  Sahagun.  At  that 
moment  Buonaparte  rusned  (Dec.  12) 
like  lightning  from  Madrid,  and  in 
ten  days,  defying  the  elements,  reached 
Astorga  with  80,000  men.  Moore, 
ignorant  of  his  peril,  remained  the 
22nd  and  23rd  of  Nov.  at  Sahagun, 
urged  even  then  by  Frere  and  Morla 
to  advance  on  Madrid,  when  one  step 
would  have  caused  certain  ruin.  But 
the  truth  flashed  across  his  mind,  and 
he  retreated  with  unexampled  decision,  ( 
baffling  Buonaparte,  who  arrived  | 
twelve  hours  too  late  at  Benavente : j 
then  the  dchauffoitrde  of  the  Esla  gave 
him  some  forebodings  of  what  might  j 
happen  in  a general  engagement;  and 
remembering  Acre,  and  prescient  of 
Waterloo,  he  would  not  risk  his  repu- 
tation in  the  fastnesses  of  Gallicia;  he 
delegated  that  to  Soult,  and  only  ad- 
vanced to  Astorga,  where  (Jan.  1, 
1810)  he  reviewed  80,000  Frenchmen 
in  pursuit  of  19,058  English  infantry, 
2278  cavalry,  and  63  guns,  magnified 
by  him  into  30,000  or  40,000,  and  theu  j 
departed,  falsely  pretending  that  he 


had  received  important  intelligence 
from  Germany  which  required  his  re- 
turn .-  but  he  in  reality  was  so  little  in 
a hurry,  that  he  daudled  ten  days  at 
Valladolid,  routing  the  English  in  his 
bulletins,  paper  pellets  of  his  brain. 

Moore,  however  brave  and  soldier- 
like, throughout  sank  under  respon- 
sibility, overrated  the  enemy  and  under- 
rated himself ; he  began  by  a mistake, 
thinking  that  “ when  the  French  had 
Spain,  Portugal  could  not  be  defended.” 
How  thought  the  Duke?  “ If  I hold 
Portugal,  France  cannot  and  will  not 
hold  Spain  and  shall  not,  he  might 
have  said.  Moore,  although  always 
meditating  a retreat,  never  made  any 
preparations  for  one,  either  by  sending 
to  reconnoitre  routes,  or  to  prepare 
magazines  and  halting-places.  He 
met  with  little  aid  from  the  Castilians, 
still  less  from  the  Gallicians. 

Napier  (iii.  3)  has  rescued  his  fair 
fame,  and  exposed  those  by  whom  he 
was  sacrificed.  “ In  Sir  John  Moore’s 
campaign”  (said  the  honest  Duke) 
“ I can  see  but  one  error ; when  he 
advanced  upon  Sahagun  he  should 
have  considered  it  as  a movement  of 
retreat,  and  sent  officers  in  the  rear  to 
mark  and  prepare  halting  places  for 
every  brigade:  but  this  opinion  I have 
formed  after  long  experience  of  war, 
and  especially  the  peculiarities  of  Spa- 
nish war,  which  must  have  been  seen 
to  be  understood ; finally,  it  is  an 
opinion  formed  after  the  event.”  The 
Duke  was  soon  afterwards  sent  to  Por- 
tugal, where  the  retreat  to  la  Coruna 
was  more  than  wiped  off  by  that  from 
Oporto,  from  whence  Soult,  after  a de- 
feat, which  Moore  never  received  at 
all,  fled  under  circumstances  of  horror 
and  precipitancy  which  far  exceeded 
that  of  our  ill-fated  hero. 

The  ten  long  leagues  from  Benavente 
to  Astorga  are  dull  ; the  country  is 
studded  with  vineyards  and  small  vil- 
lages : at  San  Roman  de  la  Valle  the 
mud-hills  are  excavated  into  bodegas 
or  wine-cellars,  whose  contents  were 
more  fetal  to  Moore’s  troops  than  any 
foe,  but  Bacchus  has  ever  been  more 
formidable  to  our  brave  men  than 
Mars.  Readers  of  Gil  Bias  will  look 
out  for  the  caves  into  which  he  was 
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carried  by  the  robbers.  The  uncivilized 
peasantry  wear,  like  the  French,  ma-  \ 
( Irenas  or  wooden  sabots,  turned  up  at  the  | 
toe,  and  supported  by  clogs ; they  hobble  j 
along  in  torture,  even  youth  looking 
care-worn  and  old ; the  churches  are 
mere  barns,  with  a wall  in  front  built 
up  to  a point  whereon  is  placed  a niche 
for  a bell,  to  which  a staircase  con- 
ducts. Passing  La  Baiieza,  with  a 
decent  posada,  population  2000,  ob- 
serve its  fine  alaweda  of  poplars  : the 
snowy  cloud-capped  mountains  close  in 
as  an  amphitheatre,  and  seem  to  bar 
further  approach.  Soon  Astorga  ap- 
pears, looking  both  warlike  and  pictu- 
resque ; its  broadside  is  defended  with 
walls  and  countless  semicircular  towers. 
There  is  a tolerable  posada  just  before 
entering  the  town. 

Astorya  — Asturica  Augusta  — was, 
in  the  days  of  Pliny  (N.  H.  iii.  3),  a 
“ magnificent  city,”  now  it  is  miserable 
and  decayed  ; population  under  3000. 
The  bishopric,  founded  in  747  by  Don 
Alonso  el  Catolico,  is  suffragan  to  Santi- 
ago ; the  town  bears  for  arms  a branch 
of  oak,  indicative  of  strength.  The  local 
histories  are  ‘ Fundacion,’  &c.,  Pedro 
de  Espeleta,  4to.  Mad.  1634;  and 
‘ Fundacion  Nombres  y Armas,’  &c., 
Pedro  de  Junco,  4to.  Pamplona,  1639. 
Humboldt  considers  Astorga  to  be  a 
vernacular  Iberian  name,  and  derived  | 
from  Asia,  “ a rock,  a rock-built 
place,”  e.  g.  Aslures,  A si  aba,  Astigi. 
The  Spaniards,  finding  in  Sil.  Italicus 
(iii.  334)  that  Astyr,  son  of  Memnon, 
fled  to  Spain,  consider  him  the  founder 
of  Asturica.  Certainly  it  is  most  an- 
cient ; the  walls  are  singularly  curious, 
and  there  are  two  Roman  tombs  and 
inscriptions  near  the  Fuertade  Hierro. 
Seen  from  the  outside  it  has  a venerable 
imposing  appearance,  with  its  infinite 
semicircular  towers,  which  do  not  rise 
higher  than  the  level  of  the  wall ; like 
Coria  and  Lugo,  it  gives  a perfect  idea 
of  a Roman  fortified  city,  of  which  so 
few  specimens  remain,  since  most  of 
them  were  dismantled  by  Witiza  : be- 
ing so  near  the  mountains,  the  rivers  de 
rorcos  and  Tuerto  occasionally  over- 
flow, as  they  did  in  September,  1846, 
causing  frightful  ravages. 

Astorga  ranks  as  a grandee,  for 


many  Spanish  cities  and  corporations 
have  personal  rank.  It  gives  the  title 
of  marquis  to  the  Osorio  family,  a 
ruin  of  whose  palace  yet  remains  : the 
fine  library  fortunately  escaped  the 
French  camp-fires,  and  now  belongs  to 
the  advocates  at  Edinburgh. 

The  Gothic  cathedral  was  raised  in 
1471,  on  the  site  of  one  more  ancient ; 
it  has  since  been  much  modernised  and 
disfigured ; one  tower  is  built  of  grey 
stone,  the  other  of  red,  which  is  capped 
with  a slated  top,  that  of  the  grey 
tower  having  been  destroyed  by  an 
earthquake  in  1765.  The  exterior 
and  entrance  are  churrigueresque,  and 
the  two  lateral  aisles  are  lower  than 
the  central  one ; observe  the  Rgja  and 
i elaborate  Silleria  del  Coro,  in  the  te- 
, desque  style  of  Rodrigo  Aleman.  The 
ridiculous  drummers,  naked  women, 
and  monsters,  which  ornament  the 
organ,  contrast  strangely  with  the  ve- 
nerable saints  and  bishops.  The  tras- 
coro  is  very  bad  ; the  pulpit,  with  its 
medallions,  is  better  ; the  cloisters  are 
| modern.  The  fer-famed  retablo  is 
by  Gaspar  Becerra,  who  was  born  at 
Baeza  in  1520,  and  studied  under  Mi- 
cliael  Angelo,  in  Italy,  and  was  pa- 
tronised by  Philip  II. ; his  finest  works 
aredu  the  Castiles  and  centre  of  Spain. 
This  retablo,  executed  in  1569,  and 
perhaps  his  masterpiece,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  its  kind  in  the 
Peninsula ; unfortunately  it  has  been 
much  repainted ; it  is  divided  into 
three  parts:  the  frame-work  of  the 
under  story  is  supported  by  Berruguete 

fiillars ; the  second  tier  has  fluted  co- 
umns  and  enriched  bases ; the  third, 
pilasters  in  black  and  gold.  The 
carvings  represent  subjects  from  the 
life  of  the  Saviour  and  Virgin ; ob- 
serve, especially,  the  Pieta,  the  Asceu- 
cion  and  Coronation  of  the  Santisima, 
and  the  fine  recumbent  females  and 
Michael  Angelesque11  Charity.”  These 
nudities  gave  offence  and  were  about 
to  be  covered,  when  the  Consejo  of 
Madrid  interfered:  these  grand  carv- 
ings are  very  Florentine  and  muscular 
! (compare  this  retablo  with  that  at  Me- 
dina del  Rio  Seco,  p.  328).  In  the  Ca- 
\ pilla  de  San  Cosmo  is  the  tomb  of  King 
Alonso,  ob.  880,  with  ancient  marble 
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sculpture  in  low  relief,  from  subjects 
of  the  New  Testament. 

Astorga,  when  utterly  unprovided, 
was  assailed  in  February,  1 8 1 0,  by  the 
French  under  the  cruel  Loison,  who 
was  nobly  repulsed  by  the  gallant 
Josd  Maria  de  Santocildes,  with  a few 
raw  soldiers.  Junot  came  next,  March 
21,  and  threatened  to  put  the  whole 
town  to  the  sword  : and  then,  in  spite 
of  the  advice  of  his  engineers,  rashly 
tried  to  storm  the  town  by  the  Puerto 
de  Hierro , but  was  beaten  back.  San- 
tocildes, deserted  by  Mahy,  who  ought 
to  have  relieved  him,  and  having  ex- 
pended his  scanty  ammunition,  capitu- 
lated April  22,  after  a defence  as  glo- 
rious as  those  of  Gerona  and  Ciudad 
Rodrigo.  The  French  then  dismantled 
the  works  and  destroyed  the  fine  palace 
of  the  Astorga  famify,  of  which  only 
two  turrets  and  some  armorial  shields 
remain,  and  are  best  seen  from  the 

garden  of  the  Moreno  family,  in  whose 
ouse  Moore  was  lodged.  In  1812, 
Castanos,  with  15,000  Gallicians,  was 
here  detained  three  months  by  Gen. 
Remond  and  only  1500  Frenchmen. 
This  was  the  manner  in  which  the 
“ Hero  of  Bailen  ” co-operated  with 
the  Duke,  at  the  moment  when  Mar- 
mout  was  in  his  front ; the  Duke  was 
so  inconvenienced  that  he  thought  of 
coming  himself,  for,  as  he  said,  “ It  is 
ridiculous  to  talk  of  Astorga  as  a for- 
tified place  ; it  is  a walled  town,  which 
could  not  have  stood  one  day  against 
a regular  attack”  (Disp.  Feb.  23, 
1811). 

Astorga  is  the  capital  of  La  Mara- 
gateria,  or  the  country  of  the  Maraga- 
tos,  which  is  about  4 L.  square.  It 
contains  36  villages,  San  Roman  being 
one  of  the  best.  The  unamalgamating 
Maragatos,  like  the  Jews  and  gipsies, 
live  exclusively  among  their  own 
people,  preserving  their  primeval  cos- 
tume and  customs,  and  never  marrying 
out  of  their  own  tribe.  They  are  al- 
most all  arrieros , ordiuarios,  or  carriers, 
and  their  honesty  and  industry  are 
proverbial,  and  are  the  channels  of  all 
traffic  between  Gallicia  and  the  Cas- 
tiles,  being  seldom  seen  in  the  S.  or  E. 
provinces.  They  are  dressed  in  leather 
jerkins,  jabonetas,  and  wide  breeches, 


zaraguelles,  with  long  brown  cloth 
gaiters,  or  polainas,  with  red  garters, 
and  slouching  flapping  hats.  Observe 
the  models  of  their  costume,  figures  of 
painted  wood,  which  strike  the  hours 
on  the  clock  on  the  plaza  of  Astorga, 
and  that  of  Pedro  Mato,  who  holds  a 
weathercock  at  the  cathedral.  The 
dress  of  the  Maragata  is  equally  pe- 
culiar ; she  wears,  if  married,  a sort 
of  Moorish  head-gear,  called  El  Cara- 
miello.  But  see  ‘ Gatherings.’ 

The  whole  tribe  assembles  twice  a 
year  at  Astorga,  at  the  feasts  of  Corpus 
and  the  Ascension,  when  they  dance 
El  Canizo,  beginning  at  2 o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  ending  precisely  at 
3.  If  any  one  not  a Maragato  joins, 
they  all  leave  off  immediately ; it  as 
well  as  their  marriage  ceremonies  is 
very  peculiar.  The  women  never 
wauder  from  their  homes,  which  their 
undomestic  husbands  always  do.  The 
origin  of  the  Maragatos  has  never 
been  ascertained.  Some  derived  the 
name  from  Mauri  Capti,  Moors  taken 
in  battle,  and  certainly  the  Moors  aud 
Moriscos  were  the  great  carriers  of 
Spain.  The  Maragatos  are  at  all 
events  arrieros — arre  Arabico,  gee  up — 
indeed,  most  words  relating  to  the  barb 
and  carrier-caravau  craft  are  Arabic, 
and  prove  whence  the  system  and  sci- 
ence were  derived  by  the  Spaniards. 

The  difficulties  and  over-haste  of 
Moore’s  retreat  began  after  Astorga, 
for  up  to  then  he  had  hoped  to  bring 
the  enemy  to  a general  action.  The 
high  road  to  Lugo  is  magnificent,  and 
a superb  monument  of  mountain  en- 
gineering. The  leagues  are  very  long, 
being  de  marco,  or  of  8000  yards  each  ; 
they  are  marked  by  milestones.  The 
climate  is  cold  and  rainy,  and  the  ac- 
commodations fit  only  for  swine  ; both 
(erperto  crede ) are  bad  even  in  summer 
and  in  time  of  peace;  how  fearful 
must  they  have  been  during  the  snows 
and  starvation  of  a December  retreat  1 
leaving  Astorga  we  ascend,  over  a 
heath-claa  “ highland  ” country,  to  ele- 
vated Manzanal,  and  enter  El  Vierzo, 
the  Switzerland  of  Leon.  This  is  a 
district  of  alpine  passes,  trout-streams, 
pleasant  meadows,  and  groves  of  ches- 
nuts  and  walnuts.  Bembimbre,  popu- 
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lation  500,  where  so  many  of  our  sol- 
diers were  lost  through  drunkenness, 
lies  on  the  rivers  Noceda  and  Baeza,  a 
splendid  trout  stream,  in  a sweet  valley 
amid  green  meadows,  gardens,  and  vine- 
yards whose  wines  were  far  more  fatal 
to  Moore’s  soldiers  than  the  French 
sabres.  The  ruined  castle  looks  Moor- 
ish. Ponferrada,  Pons  ferrata,  lies  to 
the  1.,  on  the  confluence  of  the  Sil  and 
Baeza.  You  do  not  enter  it:  the 
bridge  was  built  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, for  the  passage  of  pilgrims  to 
Compostella,  who  took  the  direct  route 
along  the  Sil  by  Val  de  Orras  and 
Orense.  The  town  afterwards  be- 
longed to  the  Templars,  and  was  pro- 
tected by  the  miraculous  image  of  the 
Virgin,  which  was  found  in  an  oak, 
and  hence  called  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Encina ; it  is  still  the  patroness  of  the 
Vierzo.  Ponferrada  is  a good  point  of 
starting  to  see  the  ancient  convents  of 
this  Thebai's  (see  post,  p.  316).  For 
the  communication  with  Orense,  see  R. 
71.  Ponferrada  is  an  excellent  quar- 
ter for  the  angler.  Cacavelos  is  a 
wretched  hamlet;  it  has,  however,  a 
posada,  where  we  slept.  Between  this 
and  Prieros  400  of  the  95th  and  a 
picket  of  cavalry  were  attacked  (Jan. 
3,  1809)  by  Gen.  Colbert  and  eight 
squadrons.  The  French  were  beaten 
back  everywhere,  and  their  leader 
killed.  Buonaparte’s  version  of  this 
defeat  ran  thus  m his  25th  bulletin  : — 
“ L’arricre  garde  Anglaise  etait  com- 
posee  de  5000  hommes  d’infanterie,  et 
600  chevaux ; cette  position  etait  fort 
belle  et  difficile  4 aborder.  Le  General 
Merle  fit  ses  dispositions:  l’infanterie 
approcha;  on  battit  la  charge,  et  les 
Anglais  furent  mis  dans  une  entiere 
ddroute.” 

Villafranca  del  Vierzo  is  truly  Swiss- 
like,  and  placed  in  a funnel  of  moun- 
tains, with  painter-like  bridges,  con- 
vents, cottages,  projecting  balconies, 
and  vines,  and  the  glorious  trout- 
streams  the  Bnrbia  and  Valcarce,  yet 
it  is  the  abode  of  dirt,  misery,  and 
poverty.  At  the  entrance  is  a large 
square  fortress  mansion,  with  round 
towers  at  the  corner,  which  belongs  to 
the  Alva  family.  Here  Romans,  in 
1809,  took  1000  of  the  French  garrison 


prisoners.  Villafranca  contains  about 
2500  souls,  and  is  good  head-quarters 
for  the  trout  angler:  in  the  Vierzo, 
although  fish  ana  fruit  abound,  rye- 
bread,  or  Pan  de  centeno,  affords  scanty 
food  to  a squalid  population.  This 
town  was  formerly  the  halting-place  of 
the  French  pilgrims  bound  to  Santiago, 
and  hence  was  called  Villa  Francorum. 
It  was  given  to  a brotherhood  of  monks 
from  Cluny,  and  the  name  of  the  pre- 
sent ancient  Colegiata  is  Nueslra  Se- 
nora de  Crunego,  or  Cluniego.  1 L. 
E.  on  the  road  to  Corullon  is  another 
most  ancient  church,  La  Santa  Ma- 
rina. The  enormous  Franciscan  con- 
vent which  overlooks  the  town  on  the 
r.  was  founded  to  expiate  his  propor- 
tionate crimes  by  Don  Pedro  de  To- 
ledo, the  Viceroy  of  Naples,  who, 
aided  by  Paul  III.,  tried  to  introduce 
into  it  the  Inquisition.  The  populace, 
in  profane  joy  at  this  persecutor’s 
death,  exclaimed,  “ He  has  descended 
into  hell  for  our  salvation.”  He  be- 
queathed to  the  monks  his  fine  library 
of  Greek  manuscripts,  which  is  now 
lost  for  ever,  for  the  village  was  sacked 
in  1810. 

Here,  in  1808,  perished  Filangieri, 
governor  of  La  Coruna,  an  Italian  by 
birth : he  saw  that  Fabian  and  defen- 
sive strategics  were  those  which  his- 
tory, and  the  character  of  this  country 
and  people,  demonstrated  as  the  best 
suited.  His  prudence  was  imputed  to 
treachery:  thereupon  his  troops  fixed 
their  bayonets  in  the  ground,  with  the 
points  uppermost,  and  then  tossed  their 
general  on  them,  leaving  him  to  die  in 
torture.  The  Junta  took  no  steps  to 
prevent  this  crime ; and  Blake,  who 
wanted  this  command  and  did  succeed 
to  Filangieri,  only  sent  a battalion  after 
the  deed  was  done. 

Continuing  our  route  over  a noble 
road,  now  the  mountain  barrier  of  Gal- 
licia  is  to  be  scaled  by  the  Alpine  pass 
el  Puerto  de  Piedrahita,  near  Donees. 
The  Burbia  to  the  1.  is  the  perfection 
of  a trout  stream ; this  pleasant,  brawl- 
ing companion  to  the  dusty  highway 
is  tracked  upwards  and  upwards,  until 
it  becomes  a rivulet  heard  but  not 
seen,  amid  its  fringed,  picturesque 
banks. 
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The  road  after  the  Puerto  descends 
to  wretched  Nogales.  In  the  posada, 
kept  by  the  daughter  of  Don  Benito, 
Moore  was  lodged.  The  country  is 
pastoral,  but  without  the  charms  of 
Switzerland  or  the  plenty  of  England. 
It  is  very  damp,  with  all  the  discom- 
forts ana  none  of  the  luxuries  of  the 
Alps;  no  cream,  butter,  or  straw- 
berries. The  squalid  natives,  tattered 
and  half-clad,  almost  starve  jn  ill- 
constructed  hovels,  fitter  for  beasts 
than  men,  and  formed  to  admit,  not 
exclude,  the  evils  of  the  climate ; the 
very  swine  have  lost  their  Estremenian 
rotundity.  The  ascent  continues  to 
Santa  Isabel,  where  the  slate  roofs  are 
kept  down  by  heavy  stones  as  a pro- 
tection against  the  winds.  The  women 
turn  their  brown  sagas  edged  with 
white  over  their  beads,  which  forms 
the  genuine  national  mantilla.  The 
grand  road  now  winds  up  the  heights, 
with  a tremendous  precipice  to  the  r., 
and  rapid  river  deep  below ; all  around 
the  grey  rocks  peep  out  of  the  cistus 
and  heath.  The  fine  bridge  of  Corcul 
spans  with  three  arches  a terrific  ra- 
vine, and  its  creamy-coloured  masonry 
is  worthy  of  the  Romans ; here,  from 
Moore’s  previous  hasty  destruction  of 
heavy  fourgons,  the  engineers  failed 
from  want  of  even  tools  in  mining  the 
bridge,  which  would  have  arrested  the 
French  pursuit  at  once;  and  although 
Moore  was  a whole  day  in  advance, 
here  25,000/.  in  dollars  were  thrown 
down  the  precipices;  then,  according 
to  Buonaparte  (bulletin  27),  the  French 
took  “ 2 millions  of  francs,  the  Eng- 
lish carrying  off  from  8 to  10  millions 
more;”  thus  was  magnified  into 
660,000/.  a sum  proved  by  parlia- 
mentary papers  to  have  only  been  be- 
tween 60,000/.  and  70,000/. 

After  Sobrado  the  country  improves 
and  looks  prettier  and  more  English. 
As  we  emerge  from  the  mountains,  the 
noble  Mifio  winds  through  pleasant 
meadows,  but  Lugo  is  not  seen  until 
nearly  approached.  There  is  a decent 
posada  in  the  Barrio  de  San  Roque 
before  entering  the  town.  For  Lugo 
see  Gallicia,  and  for  the  continuation 
of  routes  to  Santiago  and  the  N.W., 
see  R.  77. 


The  kingdom  of  Leon  stretches  both 
to  the  r.  and  1.  of  Beuavente  ; the  por- 
tion to  the  1.  is  called  El  Vierzo  or  El 
Bierzo,  a name  corrupted  from  the 
Roman  Bergidum,  the  Interamnium 
Flavium  of  Ptolemy.  The  site  of  this 
river-girt  town  was  near  Carucedo  at 
Castro  de  la  Ventosa,  a wind-blown 
eminence,  a Windsor  which  commands 
the  district,  and  traces  of  walls  yet  re- 
main ; the  Vierzo  is  one  of  the  most 
interesting  nooks  in  the  whole  Penin- 
sula, and  is  all  but  unknown  to  the 
English  antiquary,  artist,  angler,  and 
sportsman.  The  singular  ecclesiastical 
details  have  only  just  been  nibbled  at 
by  Southey  (Letters,  i.  105);  here,  in- 
deed, is  a fresh  ground  open  to  all  who 
aspire  in  these  threadbare  days  to  hook 
something  new.  Nor  are  old  printed 
books  altogether  wanting:  for  the 
ecclesiological  branch  the  best  is  ho- 
nest Ambrosio  Morales,  who  was  sent 
here  in  1572  by  Philip  II.  to  inspect 
the  archives  and  relics.  His  report 
was  published  by  Florez,  ‘ Viaje  de 
Morales,’  fol.  Mad.  1765,  who  has  also 
dedicated  the  14th,  15th,  and  16th  vo- 
lumes of  his  Espana  Sagrada  to  these 
parts  and  the  vicinity;  his  maps  of 
the  bishopric  of  Astorga  by  Manuel 
Sutil,  1761,  and  of  that  of  Orense  by 
Joseph  Comide,  1763,  will  be  found 
very  useful  in  threading  this  intricate 
and  alpine  country.  The  traveller 
should  visit  El  Vierzo  in  the  summer 
time,  bringing  plenty  of  tackle,  and  of 
course  taking  a local  guide,  and  espe- 
cially attending  to  the  “ provend.” 

The  Vierzo  is  a district  which  ex- 
tends about  10  L.  E.  and  W.  by  8 N. 
and  S.  Shaped  like  an  amphitheatre, 
it  is  shut  out  from  the  world  by  lofty 
snow-capped  mountains  raised  as  it 
were  by  the  hand  of  some  genii  to  en- 
close this  simple  valley  of  Rasselas. 
The  great  Asturian  chain  slopes  from 
Leitariegos  to  the  S.W.,  parting  into 
two  offshoots ; that  of  El  Puerto  de 
Rabanal  and  Fuencebadon  (Fons  Saba- 
tonis)  constitutes  the  E.  barrier,  and  the 
other,  running  by  the  Puertos  de  Ce- 
brero  and  Aguiar,  forms  the  frontier; 
while  to  the  S.  the  chains  of  the  Sierras 
de  Segundera,  Sanabria,  and  Cabrera 
complete  the  base  of  the  triangle : thus 
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hemmed  in  by  a natural  circumvalla- 
tion,  the  concavity  must  be  descended 
into  from  whatever  side  it  be  ap- 
proached; the  crater,  no  doubt,  was 
once  a large  lake,  the  waters  of  which 
have  burst  a way  out,  passing  through 
the  narrow  gorge  of  the  Sil  by  Val  de 
Orras,  just  as  the  Elbe  forms  the  only 
spout  or  outlet  to  hill-walled-in  Bo- 
hemia, the  kettle-land  of  Germany. 

The  vicinity  of  mountains  and  the 
natural  elevation  render  the  winters 
cold,  but  the  summers  are  delicious. 
The  ceutral  portion,  which  is  t>ounded 
to  the  E.  ana  S.  by  the  Sil,  and  to  the 
W.  by  the  Cua  and  then  the  Burbia, 
is  in  some  portions  a Swiss  paradise, 
where  Ceres  and  Bacchus,  Flora  and 
Pomona,  might  dwell  together.  The 
snow-clad  sierras  are  the  alembics  of 
crystal  streams  which  desceud  into 
lochs,  and  feed  rivers  which  teem  with 
trout,  while  the  woods  and  aromatic 
wastes  abound  in  game  of  all  kinds, 
both  caza  mayor  u manor.  Here  grow 
hay,  turnips,  and  potatoes,  rare  pro- 
ductions in  the  (terra)  calientes ; which, 
with  the  thyme-clad  verdurous  mea- 
dows and  green  hills,  afford  pasture  for 
flocks  of  sheep,  to  tend  which  is  one 
great  occupation  of  the  simple  primi- 
tive natives.  These  secluded  districts 
shut  out  from  the  world,  attracted  the 
notice  of  the  recluse  in  the  7th  century, 
became  a Theba'is,  and  rivalled  the 
holiest  districts  of  Palestine  in  the 
number  of  its  sanctuaries  and  saints, 
which,  says  Florez  ( Esp.  Sag.,  xvi.  26), 
God  alone,  who  can  count  the  stars  of 
heaven,  could  enumerate.  The  first 
founder  was  San  Fructuoso,  the  son  of 
the  count  or  petty  sovereign  of  El 
Vierzo,  - a sheikh  shepherd,  for  his 
wealth  consisted  in  his  herds  and 
sheep ; to  which  his  heir,  about  the 
year  606,  as  Florez  says,  preferred 
flocks  of  holy  monks.  With  this  view, 
huving  surrendered  his  worldly  goods, 
he  settled  in  the  Puerto  de  Babanal, 
and  founded  the  convent  of  Compludo. 
His  princely  example,  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  number  of  his  mira- 
cles, attracted  such  numbers  of  disciples, 
that  Fructuoso,  in  order  to  escape  the 
pressure  from  without,  retired  from 
one  cave  to  another,  and  on  one  occa- 


sion was  nearly  killed,  having  been 
mistaken  for  a wild  beast  by  a hunter. 
After  this  he  lived  to  a good  old  age, 
as  is  recorded  in  his  biography,  which 
was  written  by  Valerio,  one  of  his 
disciples.  At  the  Moorish  invasion 
these  Christian  valleys  were  utterly- 
ravaged,  the  monks  dispersed,  and 
their  edifices  destroyed ; but  the  relit/io 
loci  was  indestructible,  and  when  the 
Gothic  kingdom  grew  in  strength,  a 
second  founder  arose  about  890  in  the 
person  of  San  Genadio.  Those  curious 
to  see  the  infinite  number  of  early 
monasteries  are  referred  to  the  Esp. 
Sag.,  xvi.  Some  of  them  have  crum- 
bled away  from  sheer  age,  others  have 
been  couverted  into  parish  churches 
for  their  respective  hamlets,  and  many 
were  burnt  by  the  French. 

To  the  military  man,  these  localities 
are  interesting  as  being  the  line  by 
which  Soult  retreated  in  1809  after  he 
was  surprised  and  beaten  at  Oporto  by 
the  Duke.  These  happy  valleys,  in 
which,  amid  a simple  peasantry,  her- 
mits and  philosophers  had  long  dwelt 
in  peace,  were  visited  by  the  enemy, 
who,  infuriated  by  defeat  and  disgrace, 

| vented  his  rage  on  the  poor  villagers : 

| he  spared,  says  Monsieur  Durosoir 
j (Espagne,  146),  neither  sex  nor  age. 
I Loison  led  the  way;  in  the  Val  de 
j Orras  he  is  better  known  by  the  nick- 
name Maneta,  the  bloody  one-handed. 
He  was  the  Alaric  of  Evora,  the 
forager  of  women.  “ His  misdeeds 
j (says  Southey,  35)  were  never  equalled 
or  paralleled  in  the  dark  ages,  uncivi- 
lised countries,  or  barbarous  hordes.” 
“ Le  conge  des  Francais  (says  Sche- 
peler,  ii.  374)  en  Galicie  fut  signale 
le  27  par  les  flammes  de  31  villages 
incendics  dans  le  Vierzo.” 
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N.B. — These  distances  are  given  approxima- 
tlvely,  as  authorities  differ,  some  making  the 
route  6 L.  longer. 

Sistrama  de  Tera  ...  2 
VegadeTera  ....  21  ..  4; 

Mombuey S ..  7* 

Kemesel 3..  10  j 

Puebla  de  Sanabria  . . 11  ..  12 

Kequejo 11..  131 

Lnbian 2 ..  151 

Caflizo 2 ..171 

Navallo 21  ..  20 
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Ferreiras  • • 

. . . H . 

. 81t 

Monterey  . . 

. . . u . 

. 23 

Villar  del  Rey  . 

. . . 2*  . 

. 251 

Abavides 

. . . 1 . 

. 2lit 

Ginzo  de  Limia 

. . • 1 . 

. 27  4 

All&riz  . • 

. . . 2 . 

. 291 

Taboadella  . . 

. . . 1 . 

. 3<H 

Orense  • • 

. . . 2 , 

. 321 

Before  plunging  into  the  mountains 
of  Gallicia,  this,  the  main  communica- 
tion between  Vigo  and  Madrid,  which 
branches  off  to  the  1.  from  Benavente, 
must  be  described.  The  road  is  far 
from  good,  especially  after  Requejo  to 
Monterey.  A new  Carretera  has  long 
been  in  contemplation ; then  a really 
good  communication  would  be  opened 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  capital.  As 
this  picturesque  line  is  rarely  visited 
except  by  muleteers,  attend  to  the 
provend.  After  leaving  Benavente  and 
recrossing  the  Esla  at  Sistrama,  the 
beautiful  Tera  flows  to  the  1.,  and  is 
tracked  upwards  by  its  lovely  Vega. 
At  the  village  on  the  Rio  Negro,  a 
tributary  stream  which  comes  down 
from  Carbajales,  is  a remarkable 
image,  called  Nuestra  Seiiora  tie  Far- 
rapos,  Our  Lady  of  Rags  and  Tatters, 
because  the  beggars  who  are  cured  of 
diseases  by  her  intervention  dedicate 
their  votive  wardrobes  to  her  shrine. 
Mombuey,  with  some  600  souls,  has  a 
fine  oak-clad  hill.  La  Puebla  is  the 
chief  place  of  the  small  mountainous 
partido  or  district  of  Sanabria:  popu- 
lation under  1000.  The  town  is  built 
on  a slaty  slope,  with  the  noble  Sierra 
de  Sepundera  rising  to  the  N.  W.  As 
this  is  a sort  of  frontier  plaza,  it  has 
some  old  walls  and  a castle  on  the 
eminence.  It  is  a good  point  from 
whence  to  make  excursions  into  the 
Vierzo,  and  especially  to  the  lake  and 
convent  of  San  Martin  de  Castaneda 
(see  next  page).  The  romantic  road 
now  turns  towards  Requejo,  winding 
under  an  offshoot  of  the  Segundera, 
and  is  often  almost  impracticable  in 
winter.  It  continues  to  be  very  in- 
different by  Padornelo  to  Lubian, 
where  the  Sierra  rises  to  the  r.,  and 
the  frontier  of  Portugal,  distant  about 
2 L.,  expands  to  the  1.  This  is  a dis- 
trict of  smugglers ; indeed,  the  whole 
intricate  indented  raya,  from  Ciudad 
Rodrigo  to  Orense  and  Tuy,  is  peopled 
Si*. 


by  bold  Contrabandistas,  who  consti- 
tute one-fifth  of  the  male  population, 
and  alone  carry  on  any  traffic,  in 
localities  where  regular  trade  is  in  a 
state  of  congestion.  Canda  is  placed 
in  the  portillo  which  divides  Leon  from 
Gallicia.  At  Cariizo  another  road  to 
Orense  branches  off  to  the  r.,  by  which 
7 L.  are  saved  ; but  it  is  an  atajo,  and 
very  rough  riding  over  bills  and  val- 
leys. The  line,  however,  is  as  follows  : 


Krosa 

1 

Porto  de  Camba. 

2 .. 

3 

Laza 

1 

4 

Alvergueria  .... 

u -. 

5* 

Pedreda  

. n ... 

7 

Orense 

1 .. 

8 

Laza,  population  900,  is  charmingly- 
situated,  with  the  Sierra  de  Mamed 
rising  to  the  N.  The  valley  is  deli- 
cious, and  watered  by  two  streams 
which  flow  into  the  Tamega,  a superb 
trout  river,  which  meanders  down  to 
Monterey.  Near  Pedreda  a rivulet  is 
crossed  which  flows  into  the  laguna 
of  the  Limia.  It1  is  better  to  continue 
the  under  line,  and  proceed  W.S.W. 
to  Verin,  population  800.  This  hamlet 
is  placed  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Tamega, 
with  the  hill  and  castle  of  Monterey 
rising  on  the  opposite  side.  There  is 
a good  stone  bridge,  but  the  river  often 
in  high  floods  inundates  the  village. 
The  valleys  above  and  below  are 
charming,  the  district  is  fertile  and 
abounding  in  fruit  and  vines,  and  the 
trout-fishing  is  capital.  S.  of  Verin, 
at  Villar  de  Ciervos,  near  the  Portu- 
guese frontier,  are  some  neglected  tin- 
mines.  Ascend  to  the  castle  of  die 
Coudes  at  Monterey  to  enjoy  the  fine 
view.  The  road  now  winds  more  N. 
up  to  Villar  del  Rey  and  Abaoides,  by 
the  ridge  which  divides  the  basins  of 
the  Tamega  and  trout  and  salmon 
stocked  Limia.  The  latter  is  crossed 
at  Ginzo,  a hamlet  placed  below  the 
laguna  in  which  the  waters  flowing 
from  the  Sierra  de  Mamed  are  col- 
lected, as  it  were,  into  a pantano  or 
reservoir.  This  Limia  is  the  real  river 
of  Oblivion,  which  has  been  confounded 
with-  tiMH  Guadalete,  near  Xerez  (see 
p.  25).  Another  ridge  is  next  crossed, 
which  divides  this  basin  from  that  of 
the  Amoya,  also  a good  trout-river, 
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and  tributary  of  the  M'rno.  Allariz, 
with  its  sweet  valley,  is  a pleasant 
town  on  its  banks,  and  will  be  a good 
quarter : population  1500.  It  is  a 
walled  place,  and  has  a castle  and  two 
stone  bridges.  The  Franciscan  con- 
vent, Santa  Clara,  was  founded  in 
1292,  by  Violanta,  wife  of  Alonso  el 
Sabio : in  it  she  is  buried ; and  there 
are  very  ancient  tombs  in  the  Coro  of 
sundry  Infantes  and  of  the  Biedma 
family.  The  grand  saint  is  one  Bran- 
deso.  Those  who  fish  up  the  stream 
will  find  another  rural  village  called 
Junquera  de  Arabia : population  14001 
Here  is  an  old  priory,  founded  in  876 
by  Gundisalvo  and  Uduara,  who  are 
buried  here.  W.  of  Allariz  is  the 
celebrated  convent  of  Celanova.  For 
it  and  Orense  see  li.  89. 

EXCURSIONS  IN  T1IE  VIERZO. 

Good  starting-points  are  from  Puebla 
de  Sanabria,  Benavente,  Astorga,  Pon- 
ferrada,  Villafranca,  and  Puente  de 
Domingo  Florez,  within  which  circle 
this  preserve  of  monks  and  trout-fishers 
is  enclosed.  The  chief  monasteries 
worth  notice,  out  of  some  score,  are 
San  Martin  de  Castaneda.  Santiago  de 
Peiialva,  and  Carracedoel  Real.  The 
best  streams  are  the  Tera,  Eria,  Tuerto, 
and  Orbigo,  which  go  to  swell  the 
E6la ; and  the  Cabrera,  Burbia,  Cua, 
which  are  tributaries  of  the  Sil,  itself 
a prince  of  rivers.  Starting  from  Pue- 
bla de  Sanabria,  taking  a local  guide, 
ascend  the  Tera  to  the  Lago,  distant 
about  2^  L. : this  is  the  reservoir  of 
that  sweet  river,  which  rises  in  the 
mountains  behind,  near  the  Portillo, 
and,  after  flowing  about  2 L.  into  its 
charming  cueva,  falls  into  the  lake, 
which  is  hemmed  in  by  a horseshoe  of 
hills,  the  spurs  of  the  Segundera.  This 
crystal  loch,  like  the  filled  crater  of  a 
volcano,  is  about  four  miles  round  ; its 
depth  is  unknown.  The  trout  are 
noble  in  size,  inexhaustible  in  number, 
and  when  in  season  pink  as  chars.  A 
boat  and  an  attendant  may  be  hired  at 
the  prettily  placed  village : population 
800.  In  the  lake  is  an  island  on  which 
is  built  a castle  by  way  of  fishing-box 
of  the  old  Counts  of  Benavente,  which 
retains  a something  of  its  former  deco- 


! ration.  The  Bernardine  monastery  was 
founded  in  952,  but  the  ancient  build- 
ing was  accidentally  burnt : it  is  well 
placed  with  a warm  S.E.  aspect  on  the 
mountain  slopes. 

From  the  Puebla  de  Sanabria  to 
Astorga  is  13  L.,  mountain  leagues : 
attend  to  the  provend ; the  scenery  is 
wild  and  grand,  and  the  rivers  beau- 
tiful. Return  to  Remesal,  and  thence 
by  Carbajales  de  la  Encomiendu  2 L. 
to  Muelas,  in  a plain  near  which  are 
some  iron-mines  and  excellent  shoot- 
ing; then  cross  a ridge  to  Castro  Con- 
trigo  3 L. ; population  800 : it  is  placed 
under  the  snowy  Telado  and  Pena 
Negra.  The  river  Eria  is  picturesque 
and  piscatorial. 

From  the  Puebla  de  Sanabria  the 
lover  of  sweet-aired  highlands  may 
cross  the  Sierra  to  Puente  de  Domingo 
Florez,  taking  the  following  route : — 
Start  by  Vigo  and  ascend  the  Vega  de 
Tera  to  the  Poi  tillo  de  las  Puertas,  keep 
then  to  the  1.  to  the  Puente  de  los  Gal- 
legos, and  thence  to  Campo-Romo,  de- 
scending by  Sail  Pedro  de  Trones  to 
the  bridge  over  the  Cabrera.  This 
small  village,  a good  fishing-quarter, 
lies  under  the  Campo  de  Braha,  near 
the  confluence  of  the  Cabrera  and  Sil ; 
the  former  of  these  trout-streams  comes 
down  from  the  ridge  of  the  Cabrera,  a 
district  divided  into  ulta  y baja,  and 
from  which  waters  part,  flowing  E. 
and  W.  Thus  the  Eria  descends  in  a 
contrary  direction  to  the  Cabrera.  The 
whole  of  the  Cabrera  may  be  fished  up, 
turning  at  its  bend  near  Robledo  up  to 
the  reservoir  lake  at  La  Baha .- 

There  are  several  routes  E.  from  the 
Puente  : first,  either  follow  the  r.  bank 
of  the  Cabrera  to  Lavilla,  and  then 
ascend  the  Client  a de  Llamas  to  Odollo, 
and  so  on  to  Castrillo  and  Corporales, 
descending  by  Truchas  (the  name  tells 
its  produce)  to  Quintanilla  and  El 
Villar,  and  then  crossing  the  Eria 
ascend  to  Torneros,  whence  either  pro- 
ceed N.  to  Astorga  or  W.  to  La  Ba- 
iieza.  From  El  Villar  the  angler 
might  fish  down  the  charming  Eria, 
keeping  on  the  1.  hank  to  see  the  mo- 
nastery of  San  Esteban  de  Nogales,  or 
on  leaving  El  Puente  de  Domingo 
Florez  the  Cabrera  may  be  crossed  and 
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the  ascent  gained  to  Robledo  sobre  Cas-  ' 
tro,  and  thence  up  to  Piedrqjita,  de- 
scending to  Loniba  and  reascending  to 
the  beautiful  Portillo  de  la  Bahu,  and 
thence  to  La  Bana  and  over  the  Ca-  , 
brera  ridge  to  Truchas  and  Castro 
Contrigo.  Excursions  might  be  made 
from  El  Puente,  and  first  to  the  W. : 
cross  the  bridge  over  the  Cabrera  and 
then  pass  the  arrowy  Sil  at  Puente 
Nuevo ; go  on  to  the  Barco  de  Val- 
deorras  2 L.  where  Gallicia  begins; 
hence  2 L.  more  to  La  Uua,  a village  of 
some  1200  souls.  The  bridge  over  the 
Sil  is  of  Roman  foundation,  and  is 
called  Cigarrosa,  a corruption  of  Si- 
gurra,  the  ancient  town  which  once 
stood  here.  Quitting  now  the  road  to 
Orense,  make  for  San  Miguel  de  Monte 
Furado,  the  “ pierced  hill,”  which  lies 
about  2$  L.  on  the  r.  bauk  of  the  Sil : j 
population  600.  The  mountain  rock 
by  which  the  course  of  the  river  was 
impeded  was  called  by  the  Romans 
Mans  Lavicus,  and  was  dedicated  to 
Jupiter,  as  an  inscription  on  it  re- 
corded. It  is  tunnelled  through  for  the 
space  of  some  300  yards,  a work  the 
object  of  which  is  uncertain:  some  : 
imagine  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
draining  the  upper  country,  and  others 
that  it  was  a shaft  cut  by  miners  in 
search  of  gold  (consult1  Esp.  Sag.,’  xv. 
63;  Morales,  ‘Anti.’  16;  Molina,  14).  i 
The  Sil  is  an  ancient  and  common  name  ' 
for  rivers  (Hisf.  B.A.  57),  and  derived 
from  Silex,  the  flints  of  their  beds. 

The  Roman  road  to  Orense  crossed 
the  Sil  at  Cigarrosa,  and  continued  to 
Laroco : the  windings  and  elbow  turns 
are  called  los  Codos  de  Ladoco,  a cor-  ! 
ruption,  says  Molina,  of  Lavico,  whence 
Larouco.  The  Puente  de  Domingo 
Florez  is  distant  5J  L.,  but  we  will 
give  the  whole  route  from  Ponferrada 
to  Orense. 

ROUTE  71. — PONFERRADA  TO  ORENSE.  ] 
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. 15* 

Niflo  Daguia. 

2 

. 17* 

Orense  . . . - 

3 

. 20* 

This  is  a Swiss-1 

ke  ride  by  fell  and 

flood,  hill  and  vale.  Borrcnes,  popu- 
lation 400,  stands  in  a plain  girt  with 
hills:  there  are  iron-mines  near  it,  aud 
to  the  r.,  near  the  Sil,  is  the  lake  of  Caru- 
cedo,  about  3 miles  round  ,wli  ich  abounds 
with  fine  eels.  Las  Medulas,  1 L.  on, 
was  the  ancient  Argentiolum,  and  is 
placed  under  the  Campode  Brafia,  but 
the  mines  so  much  worked  by  the 
Romans  are  now  abandoned.  Molina 
(p.  24)  describes  some  curious  caves 
and  strange  tower-like  mounds,  called 
Torres  de  Barro.  which  have  been 
formed  out  of  the  marl  and  soil  by  the 
action  of  the  waters  : hence  by  a line 
just  described  to  Larouco,  a large  vil- 
lage of  1000  souls.  Crossing  the  Bibey 
is  Puebla  de  Tribes,  near  which  the 
Navea  rises,  after  which  we  emerge 
front  the  hills,  keeping  the  Sierra  de 
San  Mamed  to  the  1.  This  district, 
called  La  Tierra  de  Caldelas,  is  cele- 
brated for  its  hams.  A de'tour  to  the 
r.  may  be  made  after  passing  Villariuo 
Frio,  and  the  Arnoya  may  be  ascended 
to  Junquera  de  Espadaiiedu,  where 
there  is  a Cistercian  monastery  founded 
in  1225;  and  thence  the  traveller  may 
proceed  through  Rocas  to  Rivas  de 
Sil,  in  order  to  see  the  Benedictine 
convent  of  San  Esteban,  which  was 
founded  or*  a most  secluded  billy  and 
romantic  bend  of  the  river  by  Ordono  in 
961.  The  curious  old  tombs  of  nine 
bishops  in  the  cloisters  have  been 
broken  up  and  used  for  building  ma- 
terials. This  convent  is  3 L.  from 
Orense,  through  Faramontaos.  Keep- 
ing on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Sil  the  fisher- 
man will  cross  over  the  ferry  and  look 
at  the  rivers  Cabe  aud  Mino,  which 
flow  into  the  Sil : the  Mino,  although 
smaller,  now  robs  its  beautiful  ab- 
sorbent of  both  waters  and  name.  Pic- 
turesque Monforte  de  Lemos  lies  distant 
3 L.  The  route  to  Orense  runs  through 
Pombeiro,  Peroja,  and  Rivela,  after 
crossing  the  Bubal.  For  Orense  see 
Route  89. 

CONVENTS  IN  THE  TIERZO. 

The  pilgrim  must  visit  the  sites  to 
which  the  Saints  Fructuoso  and  Ge- 
nadio  retired.  Ponferrada  will  be  the 
most  convenient  starting-point ; and 
first  for  Santiago  de  Penalva,  which 
r 2 
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lies  by  direct  road  about  3 L.  from  it; 
but  the  following  longer  circuit  will 
include  other  interesting  sites : — Make 
first  for  Campo,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Boeza,  amid  its  turnips  and  potatoes  ; 
thence  to  Espinosa,  2 L.,  on  the  Rio  de 
Molina,  from  which  Complitdo,  in  its 
plain,  is  distant  2 L.  more.  Here  was 
the  first  convent  founded  by  San  Fruc- 
tuoso,  who  dedicated  it  to  San  Justo  y 
Pastor,  the  tutelars  of  Complutum  ( Al- 
cala de  Henares).  The  monks  have 
long  disappeared.  Now  pass  through 
Bouzas  and  ascend  the  ridge,  the  Monte 
Irago,  which  forms  part  of  the  E.  barrier 
of  the  Vierzo  ; the  way  is  rough  and 
rugged,  and  the  distance  may  be  some 
mountain  leagues  to  Santiago  de 
Penalva,  now  a miserable  village.  The 
Benedictine  eonvent  is  placed  about 
half-way  up  the  W.  side  of  the  ridge, 
and  takes  its  name  from  the  white  snow- 
capped peak.  San  Fructuoso  chose  this 
spot  on  account  of  the  natural  caves, 
which  still  remain,  looking  E.  and 
hanging  over  the  Rio  de  Silencio, 
which  tlows  into  the  Oza,  and  thence 
by  the  Valduesa  into  the  Sil.  These, 
five  in  number,  are  still  called  las 
Cuevas  de  Silencio,  and  in  them  the 
taciturn  monks  used  to  pass  their  Lent. 
A wild  goat-path  leads  up 'to  this  re- 
treat for  a San  Bruno,  and  subject  for 
a Salvator  Rosa.  The  Benedictine 
convent  was  begun  by  San  Genadio  in 
92Q,  and  completed  after  his  death  in 
937:  afterwards  a sort  of  cloister 
cemetery  was  built  around  the  original 
chapel,  in  which  are  several  tnueh 
dilapidated  tombs  of  great  antiquity. 
However,  to  visit  them  is  still  a reli- 
gious duty,  and  the  25th  of  May  is  a 
grand  day  of  pilgrimage,  on  which  the 
peasants  of  the  Vierzo  flock  here  in 
great  numbers : then  is  the  time  for  the 
artist  The  chapel,  now  the  parish 
church,  is  of  an  oval  form,  with  a cir- 
cular termination  at  the  E.  and  W. 
ends.  It  is  entered  from  the  S.  from 
the  cloister  or  cemetery ; near  the  op- 
posite door  is  buried  the  abbot  Esjeban, 
ob.  1132.  The  high  altar  is  placed  in 
the  E.  absis,  and  the  sepulchre  pf  San 
Genadio  and  Urbano  in  that  to  the  W. 

San  Fructuoso’s  next  retreat  from 
the  Caves  of  Silence  was  to  San  Pedro 


I de  Montes,  which  lies  about  1^  L.  W. 
under  the  desolate  hills  of  Aguilanas, 
the  “ Eagle’s  haunt,”  a name  now  cor- 
rupted into  Sierra  Aguiuna : here  he 
made  himself  a cell  which  was  so 
narrow  that  he  could  not  turn  round 
in  it.  The  building  was  destroyed  by 
the  Moors,  but  restored  in  895  by  San 
Genadio;  the  chapel  was  finished  in 
919  by  an  architect  named  Vivianus 
(see  the  curious  inscriptions,  ‘ Esp. 
Sag.,’  xvi.  132  ; Cean.Ber.  4 A.’  i.  9). 
It  was  raised,  as  is  there  stated,  “ non 
oppressione  vulgi,  sed  largitate  pretii 
et  sudore  fratruin.”  Here  San  Genadio 
i died,  and  hequeathed  to  the  convent 
his  curious  library  ; Morales  saw  some 
of  the  books  ( Viaje  173),  but  the  care- 
less Benedictines  had  allowed  them  to 
be  much  torn  and  injured.  On  the 
summit  of  the  Sierra,  above  San 
Pedro,  is  a high  place  sacred  to  the 
Virgin,  to  which  pilgrimages  are  made 
in  summer.  One  league  from  San 
Pedro,  in  a cold,  elevated,  and  bleak 
situation,  is  Ferradillo,  whose  woods 
supply  fuel  for  the  neighbouring  iron- 
forges  : descend  hence  half  a league 
to  Santa  Lucia,  once  a convent,  and 
, distant  2r)  L.,  to  Ponferrada,  passing 
, through  Rimhr,  1 L.,  and  Toratde  Me- 
. rayii,  where  the  meadows  are  pleasant, 

I and  an  excellent  bridge.  From  Pon- 
ferrada  another  excursion  may  be 
made  on  the  r.  bank  of  the  Sil  to  the 
royal  Cistercian  monastery"  of  Cara- 
cedo,  which  stands  on  the  L bank  of 
the  Cua.  It  was  founded  in  990  bv 
Bermudo  II.  for  the  place  of  his  sepul- 
i ture.  It  was  restored  in  1138  by 
Sancha,  daughter  of  Queen  Urraca. 
The  .library  was  numerous,  before  the 
monks,  as  Morales  tells  us  (Viaje,  170), 
had  given  them  away  for  old  parch- 
ment. 

Having  thus  described  the  portion 
of  Leon  which  extends  to  the  1.  of 
Benavente,  we  must  next  proceed  to 
the  districts  which  stretch  to  the  r.,.and 
include  the  capital  and  Valladolid. 
For  Benavente  to  Leon  see  R.  73. 
ROUTE  72. — ASTORGA  TO  LEON. 
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and  lonely,  albeit  in  ancient  times  it 
was  very  much  frequented  by  pilgrims 
to  Santiago  ; it  therefore  was  chosen, 
July  10,  1434,  as  the  site  of  the  cele- 
brated paso  honroso, where  Suero de  Qui- 
nones, 1 5 days  before  the  great  jubilee 
feast  of  that  Apostle,  defied  for  30  days 
all  passengers  at  the  bridge  of  the  river 
Orbigo,  which  here  divides  the  village ; 
727  carreras,  or  courses  a l’outrance, 
were  run,  and  177  lances  broken;  he 
did  this,  aided  by  nine  knights,  in 
order  to  be  entitled  to  remove  an  iron 
link  which  he  wore  round  his  neck 
every  Thursday  in  token  of  his  capti- 
vity to  his  mistress.  A most  curious 
detailed  account  was  written  by  Pedro 
Rodriguez  de  Lena,  which  was  unfor- 
tunately abridged  by  Fray  Juan  de 
Pineda,  in  his  ‘ Libra  del  Paso  honroso,' 
published  by  him  at  Salamanca,  8vo. 

1 588,  and  since  reprinted  at  the  end  of 
the  Cronica  de  Alvaro  Luna,  Sancha, 
Mad.  1 783. 

These  single  combats  for  pure  ho- 
nour’s sake,  and  the  display  of  per- 
sonal prowess  and  bravery,  are  per- 
fectly in  accordance  with  the  deep 
feeling  of  every  Spaniard,  who  thinks 
Spain  the  finest  country  in  the  world, 
his  native  province  the  best  of  its  pro- 
vinces, his  native  village  the  best  of  its 
villages,  and  himself  the  test  man  in  it. 
Pundonor  and  self-respect  are  the  key- 
stones of  character  in  the  individually 
brave  Spaniard ; he  is  ever  ready, 
when  personal  consideration  is  at  the 
stake,  to  find  a quarrel  in  a straw,  and 
think  it  but  an  easy  leap  to  “ pluck 
bright  honour  from  the  pale  - faced 
moon he  resents  to  the  death  the 
slightest  personal  affront,  or  desaire, 
and  any  desden  or  menosprecio  rankles 
never  to  be  atoned  except  by  blood  : 
Sanaa  cuchilladas  pero  no  malas  pala- 
bras.  It  is  not  easy  for  an  Englishman 
to  estimate  the  touchy  sensitiveness  of 
a punctilious  Spanish  hidalgo,  or  to 
reconcile  his  disposition  to  take  offence, 
and  to  suspect  imaginary,  uninten- 
tional slights,  with  his  rear  high  caste 
and  good  breeding : this  touchy  feel-  1 
ing  has  always  formed  a marked  fea- 
ture in  the  national  character,  and 
exhibited  itself  in  duels  aud  challenges 
at  a time  when  the  pipe  point  of  mo-  | 


dern  honour  was  quite  unknown  to  the 
Greeks  or  Romans ; thus  Livy  (xxviii. 
21)  gives  an  account  of  an  Iberian  trial 
at  arms  by  volunteers  of  high  rank, 
who  contended  before  P.  Scipio  at 
Carthagena.  It  was  usual  also  among 
the  Spaniards  for  a champion  to  step 
forward  and  defy  the  enemy  to  single 
combat.  This  monomachia  is  evidently 
Oriental : thus  the  type  of  the  Campc- 
ador  of  Intercatia,  who  was  killed  by 
Scipio  when  quite  a youth  (App. 
‘ B.  H.’  480),  is  a precise  parallel  to  the 
case  of  Goliah  and  David  (1  Sam. 
xvii.).  The  valour  and  address  of  the 
Spaniard  as  an  individual  are  unques- 
tionable. The  champions  of  the  Great 
Captain  at  Trani  had  no  difficulty  in 
defeating  their  French  antagonists; 
nor  were  the  troops  of  Buonaparte  ever 
a match  for  an  equal  number  of  guer- 
rilleros,  man  to  man,  and  in  a broken 
country,  where  military  science  aud 
mana'uvre  could  not  tell : left  to  him- 
self the  Spaniard  knows  well  how  to 
defend  the  honour  and  life  of  himself 
or  friend ; it  is  only  in  the  collective 
that  disgrace  attends  him,  and  this 
arises  from  his  mistrust  in  others,  and 
his  want  of  confidence  in  unworthy 
| chiefs. 

LEON  has  a tolerable  posada  on  the 
j Rasgo,  which  is  the  best  point  for 
quarters  ; the  other  inns  are  la  del 
Sol ; Meson  del  Gallo ; and  de  Caye- 
tanon.  Monsieur  Dantin,  a respectable 
Frenchman  of  the  old  school,  who  lives 
in  a remnant  of  Santo  Domingo,  occa- 
sionally receives  travellers. 

Leon,  the  time-honoured  capital  of 
its  ancient  kingdom,  stands  on  the 
verdant  banks  of  the  trout  - streams 
Vemesga  and  Torio,  which  unite  be- 
low the  town  at  Agiias  Mestas,  “ waters 
meet,”  and  then  flow  into  the  Esla ; 
their  sides  are  well  planted  with  pop- 
lars trimmed  up  like  hop-poles.  Leou 
is  the  residence  of  the  provincial  au- 
thorities, has  a superb  cathedral,  a 
bishop,  and  had  a mitred  abbot  of  Sau 
Marcos;  population  5000.  In  common 
with  other  ancient  and  now  deserted 
capitals,  it  is  dull  and  decaying,  The 
best  time  to  visit  it,  as  we  did,  is  June 
24,  during  the  horse-fair,  which,  like 
those  of  Rouda  aud  Mairena,  attracts 
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all  the  fancy  and  picturesque  rogues, 
chalunes,  gipsies,  and  honest  maragatos 
of  Spain.  The  name  Leon  is  a cor- 
ruption of  Legio,  as  the  7th  Legio 
gemiua  was  quartered  here  by  Au- 
gustus, to  defend  the  plains  from  the 
forays  of  the  Asturian  Highlanders. 
This  frontier  town  was  built  extremely 
strong,  in  the  form  of  a square,  accord- 
ing to  the  cardinal  points.  The  walls 
were  25  feet  thick,  and  defended  with 
towers  ; four  marble  gates  opened  into 
four  chief  streets,  which,  crossing  each 
other  at  r.  angles,  intersected  the  city. 
It  long  survived  the  empire,  and  con- 
tinued as  a lloman  independent  city, 
which  the  Goths  could  never  subdue, 
down  to  586,  when  it  was  taken  by 
I.eovigildo,  who  changed  the  name  to 
Leon.  The  Goths  highly  valued  their 
prize,  and  the  city  was  one  of  the  few 
exempted  from  the  fatal  decree  of 
Witiza,  by  which  almost  all  others  in 
Spain  were  dismantled,  and  thus  left 
without  defences  against  the  Moors. 
Gothic  Leon  yielded  at  once  to  the 
Moorish  invader,  but  was  soon  recon- 
quered ; then  Ordono  I.,  in  850,  reversed 
its  pristine  intention,  and  made  it  the 
defence  of  the  mountains  against  the 
infidel  invaders  from  the  plains.  Leon 
(Liyon't  was  stormed  by  Al-Mansiir  in 
996.  This  ravager  of  Velad  Arrum, 
or  the  land  of  the  Romans,  as  they 
called  the  Christian  territory,  entered 
it  after  a year’s  siege ; the  Roman 
gates  and  walls  were  then  perfect,  for 
the  Moorish  annalists  describe  them  as 
“ 17  cubits  thick;”  but  everything  was 
destroyed,  neither  age  nor  sex  were 
spared:  for  the  inhuman  atrocities  see 
the  account  of  an  eye-witness  ( Esp. 
Sag.,  xxxiv.  307);  nor  do  the  Moors 
deny' them  (Moh.  D.  ii.  114).  They 
gloried  in  what  General  Foy  calls  a 
“ sublimity  of  destruction  ” as  the  best 
test  of  power. 

Leon  was  soon  recovered  after  Al- 
Mansur’s  defeat  at  Calatanazor,  “the 
castle  of  eagles,”  of  which  Mariana 
(viii.  9)  details  such  miraculous  appa- 
ritions in  favour  of  the  Spaniards,  and 
the  crushing  result  is  still  remembered 
in  the  distich — En  Calatanazor  Al- 
manznr,  perdid  el  tambnr ; the  victors, 
says  Itisco  {Esp.  Sag.,  xxx.  2),  writing 


in  1786,  killed  exactly  60,000  foot  and 
40,000  horse  of  the  infidel ; how  were 
they  fed  when  alive?  Sounds,  more- 
over, of  the  battle  were  heard  at  Se- 
ville, 90  L.  off ; but  the  date  and  results 
of  the  battle  are  in  reality  uncertain. 
Mariana  places  it  in  998,  and  claims 
the  victory  for  Spaniards ; Conde  gives 
a.d.  1001  ; Gayaugos  (Moh.  D.  ii.  197), 
1002,  and  states  that  Al-Mansur  was 
not  only  not  beaten  at  Kal’-at- Annosor, 
but  that  he  overcame  the  Conde  Sancho 
Garcez  with  great  loss.  One  thing  is 
quite  clear,  that  the  formidable  Al- 
Mansur  sickened  soon  afterwards,  and 
died  at  Medinaceli  (see  R.  115). 

Leon  was  re-peopled  by  Alonso  V., 
who  rebuilt  the  walls  in  Tapia,  which 
were  taken  down  in  1324  by  Alonso 
XI.,  who  enlarged  the  city  to  the  S., 
and  altered  part  of  the  defences  ; the 
walls  are  best  preserved  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  town,  and  resemble  those  of 
Lugo  and  Astorga  in  the  number  of 
semicircular  towers.  Their  mode  of 
construction  is  slovenly  ; the  huge 
stones  worked  into  the  bases  no  doubt 
belonged  to  the  Roman  work : the 
rubble  walls  to  the  S.  are  still  more  in- 
ferior ; the  city  is  divided  by  a wall 
which  runs  from  the  Plaza  San  Mar- 
celo  to  the  Plaza  del  Peso.  All  the 
walls  are  much  built  up  against.  The 
city  thus  defended  continued  long  to  be 
the  capital  of  the  kings  of  Leon,  until 
Don  Pedro  removed  the  court  to  Seville 
at  Alonso  XI.’s  death,  since  which  it 
has  lost  all  its  former  importance.  It 
bears  for  arms,  argent  a lion  rampant 
gules.  Consult  ‘ Historia  de  las  Gran- 
dezas,’  Atanasiode  Lobera,  4to.  Vallado- 
lid, 1596  ; for  its  civil  government,  ‘Re- 
sumen,'  &c.,  Marq.  de  Fuente  Oyuelo, 
4to.  Vail.  1693;  ‘ Espana  Sagrada,’ 
vols.  34,  35,  36 ; and  the  excellent 
* Historia,’  Manuel  Risco,  4to.  2 vols. 
Mad.  1792. 

This  ancient  bishopric  is  erenta,  or 
subject  to  no  primate.  Urban  II. 
wished  to  annex  it  to  Toledo,  but  its 
independence  was  confirmed,  in  1105, 
by  Pasqual  II.  Ordono  II.,  when  he 
fixed  his  court  here,  was  its  great  pa- 
tron, and  gave  up,  for  the  new  cathe- 
dral, a portion  of  the  royal  palace, 
which  was  formed  out  of  the  Roman 
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Thermae,  and  built  on  the  eastern  ' 
•walls.  St.  Froylan,  who  was  bishop 
from  900  to  905,  and  an  eminent 
architect,  filled  the  city  with  churches 
and  convents,  and  was  consequently 
made  a saint ; all  these  edifices  were, 
however,  totally  destroyed  by  the 
Moors.  The  present  cathedral,  which 
is  dedicated  to  Santa  Maria  de  Regia, 
is  an  early  specimen  of  the  pointed 
style,  and  was  commenced  on  the  site 
of  the  former  by  Bishop  Manrique  de 
Lara  about  1 1 99,  proverbially  one  of 
the  most  graceful  and  elegant  in  the  : 
world,  Pulchra  Leonina— Leon  en  Su- 
tileza  ; in  delicate  elegant  sveltura,  as 
well  as  in  lightness,  proportion,  and 
masonry,  it  is  unrivalled,  and  the  in- 
scription near  Nneslra  Senora  la 
Blanca  does  but  express  the  truth  as 
regards  its  beauty  of  holiness  : — 

44  Sint  tamen  Hispanic  ditissima  pulchraque 
templa, 

Hoc  tamen  ejpregiis  artilius,  ante  prius.’' 

First  examine  the  exterior;  th  egradus 
or  “ grees,”  the  platform  around  it,  is 
enclosed  by  chains  ; the  grand  W. 
entrance  is  seen  to  much  advantage 
from  the  open  plaza,  with  its  fountain, 
old  brick  houses,  and  arcade : the  three 
doorways  of  pointed  arches  are  en- 
riched with  much  elaborate  sculpture, 
in  which  saints  contrast  with  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  wicked.  On  each  side  is 
placed  a tower:  that  to  the  r.  is  ter- 
minated with  a filigree  pyramid  of 
open  Gothic  work;  the  other  is  of 
more  modern  plateresque.  A smaller 
pinnacle  rises  above  a noble  rose  win- 
dow, with  detached  lanterns  on  each 
side.  The  S.  front  also  has  a plaza, 
but  narrower.  Opposite  the  Cathedral 
is  the  Colegio  de  San  Froylan  and  the 
bishop’s  palace : here  also  the  entrance 
is  by  three  arched  doors,  enriched  with 
Gothic  sculpture.  The  N.  facade  has 
been  modernised  with  balustrades  and 
candelabra ; the  E.  is  circular  and 
Gothic,  with  flying  buttresses  and  pin- 
nacles. The  masonry  throughout  is 
admirable,  and  the  stone  of  a warm, 
creamy,  and  beautiful  colour. 

The  lightness  and  simplicity  of  the 
somewhat  narrow  interior  is  charming ; 
the  Coro  alone  cuts  up  its  fair  propor-  J 


tions,  otherwise  no  lateral  chapels  with 
paltry  wooden  altars  disfigure  and 
darken  the  sides.  The  walls  rise  up 
from  the  pavement  to  the  roof ; for- 
merly they  were  pierced  by  two  tiers  of 
windows,  divided  by  an  ambito,  or 
gallery.  The  upper,  or  clerestory,  is 
enriched  with  gorgeous  red  and  green 
painted  glass,  the  effect  of  which  is 
brilliant  as  an  illuminated  missal,  or 
rich  enamelled  jewel-work.  Remem- 
ber to  visit  this  church  about  sunset, 
for  then,  as  the  interior  darkens,  the 
windows  brighten  like  transparent 
rubies  and  emeralds.  The  under  tier 
has  been  bricked  up,  and  painted  with 
figures  and  scrolls,  in  a poor  academi- 
cal chiaro  oscuro,  probably  copies  of 
the  original  painted  windows.  The 
edifice,  in  its  pristine  state,  must  have 
sprung  into  the  air  like  a majestic  con- 
servatory far  surpassing  the  abbey 
church  at  Bath,  “ the  lantern  of  Eng- 
land.” 

The  interior  has  been  barbarously 
whitewashed,  and  the  capitals  of  the 
piers  coloured  with  a vile  nankeen  dye. 
The  Silleria  del  Coro  is  of  different 
periods  ; the  upper  and  oldest  is  carved 
in  dark  wood,  with  saints  and  apostles, 
in  the  tedesque  style  of  Rodrigo  Ale- 
man. The  king  and  the  Marques  de 
Astorga  are  hereditary  canons  of  Leon, 
and  have  their  appropriate  stalls. 
Philip  III.  and  the  Marques  both  sat 
in  quire  Feb.  1,  1 602,  and  received 
their  fee  for  attendance;  this  mar- 
quisate  enjoys  a canonry  ever  since, 
because  an  ancestor  of  the  Osorios 
fought  at  Clavijo  in  84f>,  side  by  side 
with  Santiago.  The  trascoro  is  sculp- 
tured in  white  alabaster  and  gold,  with 
figures  painted  like  wax-work.  The 
subjects  are  the  Annunciation,  which 
is  the  best,  the  Nativity,  the  Adoration, 
and  Offering  of  the  three  Kings,  and 
their  Berruguete  richness  baffles  de- 
scription ; but  the  effect  is  injured  by 
a wooden  door  put  in  by  the  canons  for 
their  convenience,  which  cuts  up  the 
composition.  In  1738  the  chapter  re- 
moved the  ancient  retablo,  and  erected 
the  present  fricassee  of  marble  el  true- 
parente,  which  in  absurdity  and  ex- 
pense rivals  its  model  at  Toledo ; in 
both  cases  marble  is  tortured  into  every 


gle 


ed  bv 


320  BOUTE  72. LEON THE  CATHEDRAL TOMBS.  Sect.  VIII. 


possible  form  into  -which  it  ought  not 
to  be.  This  mamarrachada  was  made 
by  Narcisso  and  Simon  Gavilan  Tome, 
followers  of  the  Heresiarch  Churri- 
gucrra. 

On  each  side  of  the  altar  are  buried 
San  Froylan,  and  San  Alvito,  bishop 
in  1057-63  ; the  possession  of  the  body 
of  the  former  created  vast  disputes, 
which  were  determined  by  placing  it 
on  a mule,  and  letting  the  animal  carry 
it  where  he  liked  ( Esj> . Say.,  xxxiv. 
194).  The  body  of  the  latter  was 
placed  here  in  1565,  and  his  tomb  was 
one  of  the  most  glorious  silver  works 
in  Spain.  The  precious  frontal  was 
carried  off  by  the  French,  but  the 
vrna,  a specimen  of  exquisite  art,  re- 
mains; and  the  host  is  deposited  on 
Good  Friday  in  its  central  division. 
Observe  the  silver  temple  or  tabernacle, 
with  the  statue  of  St.  Froylan,  the 
Corinthian  pillars,  the  sides  adorned 
with  alto-relievos  and  saints,  and  the 
rich  pilasters : on  the  doors  are  sculp- 
tured St.  Paul  and  San  Melchisadeck. 
The  church  plate  was  kept  in  a room 
near  the  sacristia,  where  now  the 
empty  cases  of  the  chief  articles  alone 
remain.  The  contents  were  removed 
to  Gy  on  to  escape  the  Gallic  Scylla, 
and  fell  into  the  Spanish  Charybdis. 
A viril  in  silver  and  gold,  and  another 
square  and  gilt,  which  have  escaped, 
are  beautiful  specimens  ; but  the  cross 
and  custodia  are  gone,  alas ! for  they 
were  masterpieces  of  Enrique  d’Arphe, 
in  1506,  the  great  silversmith  of  Spain. 
The  latter  was  one  of  the  finest  pieces 
of  plate  in  the  world ; Morales  (Viaje, 
55)  describes  it,  and  the  curious  me- 
chanism, invented  by  a Fleming,  by 
which  it  was  moved  in  processions 
through  the  streets. 

To  the  r.  of  the  high  altar  is  the 
sacristia ; observe  the  triple  Gothic 
sedilia  in  the  ante-sacristia.  The 
sacristia  itself  is  of  the  best  period  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  but  the  pic- 
tures are  all  bad  copies  of  Raphael  and 
Italian  masters.  Coming  out,  observe 
a fine  Gothic  sepulchre,  and  adjoining 
it  that  of  Bishop  Pelagius,  mense 
Aprilis,  era  916.  The  transaltar  is 
most  curious ; here  is  the  tomb  of 
Ordono  II.,  obt.  923,  and  coeval,  it  is 


said,  with  the  edifice : he  lies  at  full 
length  in  his  robes,  a herald  stands  at 
his  head,  and’  a monk,  his  architect, 
holds  at  his  feet  a scroll  inscribed, 
“ Aspice,”  as  much  as  to  say,  like 
Wren,  “ Si  monnraentum  quaeras,  cir- 
cumspice.”  The  angels,  holy  subjects, 
and  lions  and  castles  have  been  painted, 
and  these  armorial  badges  infer  a later 
period,  as  they  were  not  generally  used 
before  the  end  of  the  12th  century. 
Observe  a singular  old  painting  on  a 
ilt  ground,  into  which  a miserably 
rawn  and  coloured  Christ  has  been 
introduced. 

The  chapel  of  Santiago,  of  the  time 
of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  is  one  of 
the  most  airy,  elegant  Gothic  piles  in 
Spain,  although  a churrigueresque  gilt 
retablo  mars  the  reliyio  loci.  The 
lofty  windows  are  painted  with  apos- 
tles, saints,  virgins,  kings,  and  bishops ; 
the  reds  and  greens  are  spleudid ; in- 
deed, these  are  among  the  finest  speci- 
mens of  this  art  in  Spain,  and  as  usual 
they  are  by  Flemish  artists.  The  ad- 
mirable masonry  in  this  chapel  seems 
only  to  have  been  finished  yesterday : 
the  circular  chapel  near  is  of  great 
antiquity.  In  the  Capilla  de  Nuestra 
Senora  del  Dado,  our  Lady  of  the  Die, 
is  a miraculous  image,  so  called  be- 
cause a gambler,  who  had  been  un- 
lucky, threw  his  dice  at  it,  and  hit  the 
infant's  face,  which  immediately  bled. 
Here  is  buried  the  founder  of  the  ca- 
thedral, “ Prtesul  Manricus  jacet  hie, 
rationis  amicus.”  Opposite  to  the 
tomb  of  Ordono  is  that  of  the  Condesa 
Sancha.  a great  benefactress  to 
churches,  for  which  she  was  murdered 
by  her  nephew  and  heir,  who  was 
torn  to  death  by  horses  for  it,  as  re- 
presented in  the  sculpture.  In  the 
Capilla  de  San  Pedro  lies  Bishop  Ar- 
ualdo,  ob.  1234,  the  friend  of  St.  Fer- 
dinand, and  a bitter  persecutor  of  the 
Albigenses  protestants.  Behind  the 
confessional  of  the  Penitenciario  is  a 
curious  tomb,  with  a sculptured  pror 
cession  of  priests.  Passing  through  a 
passage  in  which  the  canons  keep  their 
dresses,  and  looking  at  the  old  tombs 
on  the  walls,  we  enter  the  cloisters: 
the  most  curious  ancient  stucco  paint- 
ings of  events  of  the  Saviour’s  life  are 
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fast  going  to  ruin  from  damp  and  neg- 
lect ; once  they  must  have  resembled 
those  of  Toledo.  These  fine  cloisters 
were  partly  modernised  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  when  the  Gothic  and  plater- 
esque  were  brought  into  a singular 
juxtaposition.  Observe  the  roof  with 
rich  Berruguete  shells  and  stalactites 
painted  in  white  and  gold,  and  the  in- 
terior of  the  niches  of  the  old  sepul- 
chres, especially  that  of  Santa  Vero- 
nica, and  the  Gothic  temple  in  the 
corner.  Here  is  the  Madonna  del  Foro, 
to  which  the  corporation,  on  the  15th 
of  August,  made  an  offering  of  200 
reals,  called  la  oferta  de  la  Regia ; 
here  also  are  some  Roman  inscriptions, 
one  with  the  name  “ Legio  VII  Gem.” 
The  once  wealthy  canons  nestled  close 
to  the  mother  church  in  the  spacious 
street  out  of  the  plaza,  Calle  de  la  Ca- 
nongia. 

Leaving  the  cathedral,  visit  San  Isi- 
doro  el  Real  on  the  N.  side  of  its  plaza, 
which  opens  by  the  Postiyo  through 
the  W.  wall  of  the  city.  It  is  entitled 
Royal,  from  its  founders,  Ferdinand 
and  Sancha:  in  1063  this  great  king, 
the  terror  of  the  Moors,  applied  to  Ben 
Abed,  king  of  Seville,  for  the  bodies  of 
Santo  Rufina  and  Justa.  As  he  sent 
an  armed  embassy,  headed  by  Bishop 
Alvito,  the  wily  Moor  consented  at 
once  ; the  only  difficulty  was  where  to 
fiud  the  virginal  corpses,  when  San 
Isidore,  the  great  Gothic  archbishop 
of  Seville,  appeared  three  times  in  a 
vision  to  Alvito,  and  said,  “ I am  the 
Doctor  of  the  Spains,  and  mine  is  the 
body  to  be  removed.”  The  doctor 
next  made  known  his  burial-place,  and 
his  body,  revealed  by  the  divine 
odours,  was  taken  up  and  removed  to 
Leon  in  triumph,  working  miracles  all 
the  way,  “ curing  the  lame  and  blind, 
and  casting  out  devils.”  Wherever 
the  corpse  rested  at  night,  it  was  found 
so  heavy  the  next  morning,  that  it 
could  not  be  moved  until  the  inhabit- 
ants promised  to  found  and  endow  a 
church  on  the  spot;  that  done,  it  be- 
came again  transportable.  The  whole 
particulars  are  detailed  in  the  Esp. 
Sag.,  ix.  234,  406,  and  were  reprinted 
in  1827  by  Matute  ( Bosquejo  de  Ita- 
lica,  144).  When  San  Isidoro's  body 


reached  Leon,  Alonso,  Ferdinand’s 
son,  destroyed  for  this  new  tutelar  a 
temple  erected  in  960  by  Sahcho  I.  to 
St.  John  the  Baptist.  He  began  in 
1063  the  present  pile,  employing  for 
architect  Pedrus  de  Deo  Tamber,  or 
Vitambena,  who,  besides  understand- 
ing his  trade,  was  a saint,  and  worked 
miracles  (Risco,  ii.  144) ; his  tomb 
still  remains,  a large  dark  stone  coffin, 
near  the  square  pila  or  font. 

San  Isidoro,  declared  by  the  8th 
council  of  Toledo  to  be  the  *•  Egregious 
Doctor  of  Spain,”  although  a man  of 
letters  while  alive,*  became  a man  of 
arms  when  dead,  and  the  protecting 
tutelar  Santiago  of  Leon,  and  in  that 
capacity  fought  at  the  battle  of  Baeza, 
armed  with  a sword  and  cross.  Again, 
when  Don  Diego  and  a mob  attacked 
this  convent,  San  Isidoro  struck  him 
blind ; nor  was  his  sight  restored  until 
he  restored  the  stolen  plate.  During 
the  battle  of  Navas  Tolosa  the  egre- 
gious doctor  could  not  rest  in  his  sepul- 
chre, out  of  which  sounds  of  arms  were 
heard  to  issue,  showing  the  interest 
which  he  took  in  the  event.  Consult 
however  his  ‘ Vida,’  written  by  Jose' 
Manzano,  Salamanca,  4to.  1732,  and, 
for  his  countless  miracles,  ‘ Los  Milagros 
de  San  Isidoro,’  composed  in  Latin  by 
the  Bishop  of  Tuy,  and  translated  by 
Juan  Robles,  Salamanca,  1525. 

At  Leon  he  is  styled  el  Senor  San 
Isidoro,  the  Lord;  and  his  shrine  be- 
came, with  those  of  el  bitjo  de  San 

* San  Isidoro  must  not  i<e  confounded  with 
San  Isidro,  the  patron  of  Madrid,  and  assister 
of  the  Christians  at  the  victory  of  Navas  Tatosu 
(see  p.  81 ).  lie  is  an  author  with  whom 
none  can  dispense  who  wish  to  understand  the 
condition  of  Spain  and  the  state  of  knowledge 
under  the  Goths,  a period  which  many  persons 
have  been  pleased  to  term  the  dark  age.  He 
was  archbishop  of  Seville  from  a.d.  600  to  636, 
and  the  Pliny,  the  Bede,  the  encyclopedist  of 
his  age.  His  * Origines,’  in  twenty  books, 
were  long  the  storehouse  of  information  ; he, 
however,  is  an  unsafe  philologist,  being  guided 
in  many  of  his  derivations  by  that  most  erro- 
neous principle,  mere  coincidence  of  sound. 
Dante  places  him  in  the  4th  heaven  ■ L‘  ardente 
spiro  d' Isidoro.  (Par.  x.  131.1  “ Isidre  that 

was  so  wvse,”  says  our  Adam  Davie,  writing  in 
the  year  1312.  The  edition  of  Du  Breul,  1 vol, 
folio,  Cologne,  1617,  is  more  convenient  than 
that,  certainly  more  splendid  one,  which  was 
edited  at  Rome  by  Arevalo,  in  7 vols.  quarto, 
1797. 
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Vicente  at  Avila,  and  el  cerrojo  del 
Cid  at  Burgos,  one  of  the  three  Iqle- 
sias  Juraderas  of  Spain,  at  which 
people  were  adjured. 

His  convent,  the  Real  casa,  is  built 
on  the  walls,  and  by  going  out  of  the 
Postiqo  del  Rastro  portions  of  the  ori- 
ginal edifice  may  yet  be  seen  ; of  these, 
ohserve  also  the  two  entrances,  the  cir- 
cular chapel,  and  the  ancient  square 
tower,  with  round  Saxon  arches  built 
into  the  walls.  Over  the  S.  entrance 
is  San  Isidoro,  arrayed  in  pontifica- 
libus.  and  mounted  as  he  rode  down 
the  Moors  at  Baeza ; his  white  and 
gold  painted  dress,  and  a royal  blazon 
of  arms,  contrast  with  the  time-stained 
portal : remark  the  rude  bastard  Co- 
rinthian pillars  and  the  capitals,  which 
are  made  of  strange  animals  and  scroll- 
work. The  Doric  cornice  is  of  later 
date : observe  beneath  some  most  an- 
cient bassi-relievi  and  the  two  rams’ 
heads,  the  statue  of  San  Isidoro,  and 
the  Sacrifice  of  Abraham,  a work  of 
the  twelfth  century.  This  front  has 
been  recently  fortified  with  loop-holes 
and  defences,  at  which  time  the  beau- 
tiful Pnerta  del  Perdon  was  concealed 
by  a new  wall ; get,  however,  a ladder, 
and  look  over  it,  for  the  old  work  was 
not  injured. 

The  Gothic  church  has  three  naves ; 
the  pier-sliafts  are  square,  with  half- 
columns projecting  from  each  front; 
the  strange  Gotho-Corinthian  capitals 
are  formed  of  groups  of  children  and 
animals.  This  royal  church  wras  en- 
tirely bemired  and  desecrated  by 
Soult's  troops  ; when  they  departed,  it 
was  cleansed  of  their  slime,  white- 
washed, and  the  pillars  and  capitals 
picked  out  in  white  and  buff.  Thus, 
between  French  defilement  and  Spa- 
nish restoration,  the  pile,  now  bedaubed 
and  bepainted  in  the  most  barbarous 
bad  taste,  is  only  an  incongruous  sha- 
dow of  the  past.  The  high  altar  shares 
with  Lugo  the  rare  privilege  of  having 
the  Host  always  visible,  or  manifes- 
tado : the  effect  at  night,  when  all  is 
lighted  up,  with  figures  of  angels 
kneeling  at  the  side,  is  very  striking. 
This  Capilla  Maj/or  is  of  later  date, 
and  was  erected  in  1513  by  Juan  de 
Badajoz:  while  it  was  building,  the 


body  of  the  doctor  was  moved  to  the 
chapel  of  San  Martin,  not  the  cloak- 
dividing  rival  of  Santiago,  but  a pil- 
grim idiot,  to  whom,  in  1190,  San  Isi- 
doro appeared  in  a dream,  and  gave 
him  one  of  his  books  to  eat ; where- 
upon the  sleeper  awakened  a wise  man, 
and  preached  in  Latin,  which  the  peo- 
ple did  not  understand.  However,  he 
continued  to  work  miracles  alive  and 
dead.  For  authentic  particulars  con- 
sult Morales,  * Viaje’  49;  and  44 
pages,  printed  in  1786,  of  the  ‘ Esp. 
Saq.,’  xxxv.  365. 

The  precious  silver  reja , and  nearly 
all  the  plate  of  San  Isidoro’s  tomb,  were 
stolen  by  Soult’s  troops,  who  also  burnt 
the  extraordinary  library  and  archives, 
of  which  Morales  has  preserved  a 
record  (p.  51),  and  fortunately  Risco 
has  printed  many  of  the  earliest  deeds, 
now  so  many  brands  rescued  from  this 
modern  Al-Mansur’s  fire.  The  tomb 
of  the  tutelar  was  originally  of  pure 
gold  ; this  Alonso”  of  Aragon,  second 
husband  of  Queen  Urraca,  carried  off, 
substituting  one  of  silver ; the  frag- 
ments and.  the  sepulchre  deserve  the 
notice  of  antiquarians.  The  Camarin 
was  gutted  by  the  French,  a few  bits 
of  plate  only  escaping;  then  was 
melted  the  reliquary,  made  in  1095, 
containing  the  jaw  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  and  the  enamelled  crucifix 
which  worked  miracles,  the  gift  of  the 
Infanta  Sancha,  daughter  of  Ramon 
and  Urraca  ; she  also  offered  her  vir- 
ginity to  San  Isidoro,  who  accepted 
her  proposal,  and  she,  according  to 
Risco  (ii.  139),  became  his  mystical 
spouse : he  came  often  to  her  down 
from  heaven,  and  not  he  alone,  for  San 
Vicente  visited  her,  and  said,  “ Sancha, 

* He  was  the  celebrated  soldier-king  el 
bntallador , a hero,  like  some  modern  marshals, 
of  a hundred  razzias,  and  a noted  pillager  of 
churches  and  convents  r after  the  death  of 
Count  Ramon,  Urraca  became  Rexna  Pruprie- 
tnria , or  Queen  of  Spain  in  her  own  right  ; as 
Alonso  disputed  some  claims,  a compromise 
was  effected  by  their  marriage,  which  ended  in 
a separation.  Urraca,  however  ill-used  by 
Hymen,  continued  devoted  to  Venus,  and  died 
in  childbirth  of  a bastard  in  1126;  as  there  axe 
so  many  Alonsos  and  Urracas,  these  facts  may 
be  useful.  'Hie  best  book  on  the  gueens  and 
royal  concubines  of  Spain  is  * Las  Mcniorins  de 
las  Reynas  Cathoiicas,'  by  Florez,  2 vols.  Mad. 
1761. 
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esposa  muy  amada  del  Doctor  San  Isi- 
doro, el  Sehor  ha  oido  tus  ruegos  por 
amor  de  tu  esposo."  Nevertheless  she 
died  a virgin,  and  was  buried  near  her 
mother,  who,  according  to  popular  out- 
cry, was  “ Meretriz  publica  y engana- 
dora.” 

This  convent  became  the  Escorial  or 
burial-place  of  the  early  kings  of  Leon 
and  Castile : the  Panteon  is  in  the  ad- 
joining cloisters,  which  have  been 
partly  modernized  in  the  Ionic  style, 
when  the  Gothic  roof  was  hideously 
picked  out  in  leaden  greys  and  white ; 
the  side  nearest  the  church  has  escaped 
with  its  round  brick  arches,  and  some 
very  ancient  painted  work  remains, 
which  deserves  the  notice  of  every 
antiquarian. 

The  Panteon  is  a small  low  chapel, 
dedicated  to  Santa  Catalina,  whose 
three-quarter  bust,  in  red  and  blue 
tinsel,  disfigures  the  altar.  This  home 
of  so  many  kings,  queens,  and  royal 
personages,  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the 
French  soldiery,  who  violated  the 
tombs  and  cast  the  royal  ashes  to  the 
dust,  as  they  had  done  those  of  Heuri 
1 V.  at  St.  Denis,  or  as  Turenne’s  troops 
played  at  bowls  with  the  sculls  of  Ger- 
man kings  at  Spiers,  having  first  turned 
the  plundered  cathedral  into  a brothel. 
The  chapter  of  Leon,  in  1825,  endea- 
voured to  repair  these  outrages,  cn  lo 
posihle,  i.  e.  as  far  as  they  could  ; and 
a tablet  records  simply  the  event,  and 
leaves  the  reader  to  make  his  own 
comment.  “ Este  preciuso  monnmento 
de  la  antigiiedad,  deposito  de  las  cenizas 
de  tantos  poderosos  Reyes,  Jue  destruido 
por  los  Franceses  ano  de  1809.”  The 
restorations  are  scarcely  less  deplorable 
than  the  outrages  ; the  low  pillars  are 
rudely  painted  to  imitate  verde  an- 
tique. which  they  do  not ; the  tombs 
consist  of  plain  boxes,  piled  one  upon 
another,  without  order  or  decency  to 
the  dead ; the  smallest  ones  contain 
the  bones  of  Infantes,  and  are  packed 
on  the  larger ; some  few  have  inscrip- 
tions, which  are  scarcely  legible,  and 
they  are  curt  enough,  e.  g.  “ Hie  jacct 
in  fossa  Geloiras  Regin®  pulvis  et  ossa.” 
Remark  in  some  the  title  Domna  (Do- 
mina),  not  Dona,  which  is  given  to  the 
ladies.  The  epitaphs  are  all  printed  by 


1 Risco  (ii.  148).  Now  the  miserable 
remains  are  made  a show  of,  and  a sort 
j of  mummy  is  called  the  body  of  Dona 
(Jrraca.  The  roof,  being  out  of  the 
reach  of  pollution,  remains  in  the  ori- 
ginal state  : observe  the  stars  and  her- 
ring-bone patterns  ou  the  arches,  and 
the  singular  paintings  of  architecture, 
the  Saviour,  Apostles,  and  holy  sub- 
jects, inside  the  vaults : they  are  of  the 
twelfth  century ; explanatory  labels 
are  appended.  To  the  W.  of  the  en- 
trance is  the  once  splendid  library,  a 
noble  lofty  room,  much  out  of  repair ; 
the  books  were  once  among  the  most 
curious  in  Spain,  and  there  were  many 
MSS.  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  cen- 
turies, but  they  were  burnt  by  Soult, 
who,  having  routed  Romana,  was  the 
first  enemy  who  entered  Leon,  which 
was  dreadfully  sacked  Dec.  21,  1808: 
nor  was  this  all,  for  the  unfortunate 
town  and  vicinity  were  frequently 
ravaged  afterwards  by  his  countrymen, 
and  especially  by  Kellermanu  and  Bes- 
sieres. 

Outside  of  Leon,  near  the  bridge  over 
the  Bernesga,  is  the  enormous  convent 
of  San  Marcos  de  Leon,  once  so  richlv 
endowed,  and  whose  abbot  was  mitred. 
This  convent  was  founded  in  1108  for 
the  knights  of  Santiago,  and  here  Suero 
Rodriguez  professed  ; it  was  rebuilt  in 
1514-49  by  Juan  de  Badajoz  : observe, 
on  entering  the  chapel,  a circular  arch, 
and  a door  fringed  with  rich  Gothic 
niche- work;  the  upper  part  is  un- 
finished ; the  royal  arms  placed  be- 
tween two  heralds  are  of  the  time  of 
Charles  V.  The  edifice,  left  incom- 
plete, and  now  never  likely  to  bo 
finished,  stretches  to  the  1.,  and  is  a 
noble  Berruguete  pile,  of  most  beau- 
tiful stone  ; the  magnificent  fa9ade  has 
few  equals  in  the  world:  observe  the 
medallions  and  plateresque  work ; over 
the  door  is  Santiago  on  horseback,  and 
above  a clumsy  modern  construction 
by  Martin  de  Suiuaya,  1715-19,  whose 
Fame  blowing  a Trumpet  adds  very 
little  to  his  fame.  The  arched  entrance 
to  the  chapel,  now  a storehouse,  is  en- 
riched with  niches  and  most  elaborate 
Gothic  detail.  The  Silleria  del  Coro 
was  originally  a fine  work,  by  Guil- 
lermo Doncel,  carved  in  1537-42,  but 
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it  was  repaired  and  ruined  in  1721,  an 
epoch  fatal  to  the  fine  arts  of  Leon. 

To  the  N.  of  the  rose-perfumed  Ala- 
meda, also  outside  the  town,  is  the 
huge  Casa  de  Espositos,  where  the 
sinless  children  of  sinful  parents  manu- 
facture a coarse  linen.  Opposite  is 
San  Clodio  (Claudio),  rebuilt  in  1530, 
with  a lofty  elegant  cloister  of  light 
pointed  arches  with  a rich  roof ; the 
Sacristia,  1568,  is  beautiful,  with  its 
white  and  gold  ceiling,  which  escaped 
the  French,  who  made  the  building  a 
magazine.  Passing  out  of  the  gate  of 
Santo  Domingo,  is  the  convent  of  that 
name,  plundered  and  burnt  in  1810  by 
the  French,  who  then  mutilated  the 
noble  Ionic  sepulchre  of  Juan  Guzman, 
Bishop  of  Calahorra,  obiit  1575,  and 
that  with  Corinthian  ornaments,  of 
another  Guzman,  1576,  whose  armed 
effigy  is  kneeling : this  convent  has 
recently  been  all  but  demolished,  and 
some  of  these  sepulchres  cast  out  near 
the  entrance  of  the  town.  The  mate- 
rials were  destined  by  the  dilatory 
Junta  of  Leon  to  build  forts  against 
the  Carlists,  and  which  were  not 
begun  until  after  Gomez  had  taken 
Leon. 

Alonso  Perez  Guzman,  el  bueno  (see 
Tarifa),  was  born  at  Leon,  Jan.  24th, 
1256  ; his  casa  solar  on  the  Plaza 
San  Murcelo  was  a palace  worthy  of 
the  “ good  soldier but  this  his  cradle 
•was  entirely  gutted  by  the  French, 
and  now  is  the  abode  of  paupers  and 
degraded,  still  the  patio  shows  how 
noble  it  once  was.  Observe,  on  this 
plaza,  part  of  the  old  wall,  the  foun- 
tain, the  Doric  and  Ionic  Casa  de 
Ai/untamiento,  built  in  1585  by  Juan 
Ribera;  and  close  to  it  remark  the 
parish  church  and  the  Santo  Hospital. 

Nearly  opposite  la  Casa  de  los  Guz- 
manes,  and  close  to  the  old  southern 
wall,  is  the  Casa  de  los  Condes ; this 
palace  of  the  Lunas  was  also  sacked  by 
the  French,  and  is  now  almost  a ruin  ; 
observe  the  tower,  and  at  the  entrance 
a circular  arch  and  a singular  window, 
with  four  uutique  columns  ; the  fine 
patio  was  never  finished,  and  probably 
never  will  be;  the  natives  say  that 
Queen  Urruea  lived  in  this  palace. 
The  Plaza  Mag  or  is  a handsome  regu- 


] lar  square,  with  the  consistorio  on  the 
I W.  side;  the  market-place  is  spacious, 
and  should  be  visited  for  costume  and 
natural  history.  Leon  has  several 
I gates,  of  which  the  northern,  la  del 
Castillo,  rebuilt  in  1759,  serves  as  a 
state  prison,  or  Newgate.  There  are, 
or  are  to  be,  assembled,  some  second- 
rate  pictures  in  the  Monjas  Catalinas. 

The  communications  with  Leon  are 
very  indifferent,  and  few  travellers 
come  this  way.  There  is  a diligence 
to  Valladolid,  which  occasionally  on 
its  return  passes  on  to  Oviedo  and 
Gijon ; it  is  in  contemplation,  however, 
to  place  a permanent  line,  when  the 
new  road  now  constructing  is  com- 
pleted ; there  was  a wild  scheme  of  a 
railroad  to  Oviedo  and  Aviles,  and  to 
Madrid  through  Valladolid.  For  the 
routes  to  Oviedo  see  R.  98  and  99. 

ROUTE  73.— LEON  TO  BENAVENTE. 


Onzonilla.  • 

. 1* 

Ardon 

, 2 . 

3* 

Toral  de  los  Guzmanes. 

. s*  . 

Villaqueiida  ... 

, l*  . 

8* 

San  Cristobal  . 

. 2 . 

l"t 

Benavente  .... 

. 1 . 

11* 

This  is  carriageable : the  dull  plains 
are  altogether  uninteresting. 

ROUTE  74. — LEON  TO  PALENCIA. 

Mansilla  • . • • • 3 
Burgo  ...  . • • 2{  ..  5* 

San  Pedro  de  las  Duefias  .3  . . 8* 

Villada 2 ..  10* 

Paredes  de  Nava  . • .3  ..13* 

Palencia 3*  . .17 

Dreary  and  wearisome  are  these 
routes,  whether  in  the  dust  of  summer 
or  the  mud  of  winter  ; the  villages  in 
these  wide  corn-plains  are  as  wretched 
as  the  population ; they  resemble  La 
Mancha  and  the  Castiles,  and  offer  no 
interest  or  entertainment  to  man  or 
beast  On  leaving  the  poplar  planta- 
tions of  Leon,  the  boggy  grounds  con- 
tinue almost  to  the  fine  and  long  bridge 
of  Villarente,  over  the  Forma,  with  its 
seventeen  arches ; it  is  not  well  built, 
and  was  much  broken  by  the  inunda- 
tions in  1843:  soon  the  corn  steppes 
begin,  which  are  fertile,  but  hideous, 
from  want  of  water,  trees,  houses,  and 
signs  of  human  life.  The  villages  are 
built  of  cob,  i.  e.  mud  and  straw,  for 


Leon. 


325 


ROUTE  75. — LEON  TO  S 

there  is  little  fuel  wherewith  to  burn 
bricks ; most  of  them  have  uo  windows, 
and  die  few  that  have  are  seldom 
glazed ; a large  door  answers  all  pur- 
poses, and  lets  in  air,  light,  men,  and 
pigs  : the  outsides  are  daubed  over, 
and  rude  flowers  are  scrawled  on  them 
in  red  and  white.  The  Esla  is  crossed 
at  Mangilla,  a town  of  ruined  walls, 
population  700,  and  a decent  posada ; 
the  cultivation  is  everywhere  slovenly. 
The  people  are  simple,  wearing  almost 
black  jackets,  breeches,  and  very  white 
stockings.  The  marshy  and  stagnant 
waters  of  the  Esla,  which  overflow 
these  flats,  breed  agues  and  tercianai. 
Here,  Dec.  30,  1808,  Franceschi  routed 
the  Marques  Romana,  who  fled  with- 
out even  destroying  the  bridge — thus 
leaving  an  easy  access  to  Soult  to  take 
and  pillage  Leon,  and  then  attack 
Moore’s  flank. 

At  Paredes  de  Nava,  a townlet  situ- 
ated on  a pestilential  lake  extending 
towards  Palencia,  Alonso  Berruguete 
was  born,  about  1480  ; he  was  the 
introducer  of  the  classical  or  rather 
cinque-cento  style,  to  which,  in  Spain, 
he  has  given  his  great  name ; he 
studied  in  Italy,  and  is  mentioned  by 
Vasari  as  copying  Michael  Angelo  at 
Florence,  in  1503;  he  went  with  that 
master  to  Rome  the  next  year,  and, 
like  him,  became  an  architect,  sculptor, 
and  painter  ; he  returned  to  Spain 
about  1520,  and  was  soon  patronised 
by  Charles  V.,  and  afterwards  em- 
ployed all  over  the  Peninsula,  which 
he  adorned  with  magnificent  works,  in 
which,  although  too  many  have  been 
destroyed  by  vandals  foreign  and  do- 
mestic, no  country  can  even  now  com- 
pete with  Spain.  He  died  at  Toledo 
in  1561. 

At  Husillos , a poor  place  2 L.  from 
ralencta,  to  the  N.  of  the  lake,  exists 
or  existed  a fragment  of  antiquity 
which  called  into  action  the  dormant 
genius  of  Berruguete,  just  as  Vasari 
tells  us  that  Niecola  Pisano  was  led  to 
revive  the  art  of  sculpture  by  the  study 
of  an  ancient  sarcophagus  ; but  so  long 
as  the  physical  and  moral  qualities  of 
man  are  the  same,  similar  combinations 
of  facts  must  produce  similar  results. 
This  sarcophagus  was  about  8 feet  long 


AH  AGON  AND  BURGOS. 

by  3^  high,  and  contained  the  history 
of  the  Horatii  and  Curatii,  sculptured 
in  some  50  figures.  Berruguete,  after 
his  return  from  Italy,  used  to  say  that 
he  had  seen  nothing  finer  there ; and 
Cardinal  Poggio  pronounced  it  to  be 
worthy  to  be  placed  at  Rome  among 
the  choicest  antiques  (see  Morales, 
• Viaje,’  26).  It  will  be  worth  inquir- 
ing after  this  precious  relic.  For  Pa- 
lencia see  R.  78. 


ROUTE  75. — LEON  TO  SAHAGUN  AND 
BURGOS. 


Mansilla 

. s 

A1  Burgo  . 

. 2*  .. 

5* 

Sahagun 

. 2*  .. 

8 

A las  Tiendns 

.3  .. 

a 

Carrion  . • 

. 3 .. 

14 

Revenga 

• 2 .. 

16 

Fronista  . 

.2  . . 

18 

Guadilla 

. .. 

19* 

Cast  roxeriz  . 

. 2*  .. 

22 

Ontanai  . • 

. 1+  .. 

23* 

llabe  • . • 

. .-4  .. 

27 

Burgos  • • 

. 2 .. 

29 

This  route  is  carriageable ; dull  in 
itself,  it  interests  from  the  recollections 
of  the  ballads  of  the  Cid  and  Moore’s 
self-sacrificing  advance  (see  p.  307), 
whereby  alone  Andalucia  and  Portu- 
gal were  saved  from  the  clutches  of 
Buonaparte,  whose  plans  it  deranged 
by  withdrawing  forces  which  then 
must  have  subjugated  the  whole  de- 
fenceless country.  This  diversion  gave 
time  to  England  to  send  out  her 
armies,  which  eventually  defeated  and 
drove  out  the  invaders  : Napier,  xxiv. 
6.  Sahagun  contains  about  2500  souls, 
with  vestiges  of  its  walls  and  castle. 
The  Cea  flows  by  it  and  refreshes  a 
few  plantations  on  its  banks.  The 
celebrated  Benedictine  abbey  of  San 
Facundo  was  founded  in  905,  by 
Alonso  III.,  el  Magno;  it  was  nul- 
lius  diocesis,  being  subject  directly  to 
the  Pope.  Alonso  VI.  was  almost  its 
second  founder,  and  his  Gothic  church 
was  begun  in  1 1 2 1 and  finished  in  1 1 83. 
The  retablo,  ascribed  by  some  to  Gre- 
gorio Hernandez,  represents  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  the  tutelar,  who  was  be- 
headed near  the  Cea  Nov.  27,  304. 
Alonso  made  this  abbey  the  burial- 
place  of  himself  and  his  five  wives. 
The  marble  sepulchre  is  superb,  with 
a statue  of  the  king ; the  urna  is  sup- 


326 


ROUTE  75. CARRION. 


Sect.  VIII. 


ported  by  lions.  Among  other  tombs 
are  those  of  Alonso  Peranzurez,  and 
Bernardo  the  first  archbishop  of  Tole- 
do after  its  reconquest,  who  had  before 
been  abbot  here.  The  glories  of  this 
abbey  passed  away  in  1810,  when  it 
was  plundered  by  the  French:  for  its 
former  silver,  altars,  treasures,  relics, 
and  library,  consult  Morales,  ‘ Viaje,’ 
34 ; and  for  its  history,  that  written 
by  Joseph  Perez,  and  published  at 
Madrid,  1782,  and  augmented  by  Ro- 
mualdo  Ksealona,  a learned  Bene- 
dictine of  the  convent.  The  monastery 
was  partly  repaired  in  1814  by  ihe 
Abbot  Albibo  Villar.  To  this  holy 
asylum  many  early  kings  of  Spain 
retired  like  Charles  V.,  and  died 
monks;  e.  g.  Bermudo  I.  in  791,  Al- 
phonso  IV.  in  931,  Ramiro  II.  in  950, 
Sancho  of  Leon  in  1007.  The  name 
Sahagun  is  a corruption  of  an  ancient 
and  once  venerated  Saint  Faeundo — 
San  Fagunt,  who,  however,  is  now 
superseded  by  San  Juan  tie  Sahagun.  a 
santon  of  more  modern  creation.  The 
curious  in  hagiography  may  consult  a 
poem  on  his  life  and  miracles,  by 
Julian  de  Almendariz,  Roma,  1611  ; 
and  a prose  biography  by  Agustin 
Antolinez,  the  saint’s  personal  friend, 
8vo.  Salamanca,  1 605. 

About  1 L.  from  Carrion  to  the  1.  is 
the  Augustin  convent  of  Benevivere, 
“ good-living,”  and  no  doubt  the  holy 
coenobites  did  their  duty  both  in  chapel 
and  kitchen;  it  was  founded  in  1161 
by  Diego  de  Martinez,  who,  having 
served  the  kings  Alonso  VII.,  Sancho, 
and  Alonso  VIII.,  retired,  like  so  many 
noble  Spaniards,  to  end  his  days  as  a 
monk;  he  died  era  1214  (a.d.  1176), 
and  was  buried  in  a remarkable  sepul- 
chre in  the  chapel  San  Miguel.  Ob- 
serve the  singular  portico  and  round 
arched  niches.  The  church  was  built 
in  1382  by  Diego  Gomez  Sarmiento ; 
now  this  ancient  and  interesting  mo- 
nument is  in  a melancholy  state  of 
neglect.  Carrion  is  called  De  los 
Condes , because  it  belonged  to  the 
Counts  Diego  and  Fernan  Gonzalez,  so 
well  kuown  to  ballad- readers  as  the 
false  sons-in-law  of  the  Cid.  The 
Campeador  appealed  to  Alonso  VI., 
and  a trial  of  arms  took  place,  when 


the  counts  and  their  uncle  were  beaten 
by  the  Cid’s  champions,  Pedro  Ber- 
mudez, Martin  Antolinez,  and  Nuno 
Bustos.  The  city  was  then  taken  from 
the  counts,  who  were  disgraced  and 
declared  traitors.  Carrion,  in  1366, 
gave  the  title  of  Count  to  Hugo  de 
Carloway,  or  Calverley,  an  English 
knight  who  was  serving  in  the  Spanish 
army  until  re-called  by  the  Black 
Prince,  whereupon  Enrique  III.  de- 
prived him  of  his  rank  after  the  death 
of  Don  Pedro. 

The  town  stands  on  its  river  of  the 
same  name,  which  has  a good  bridge : 
population  under  3000.  It  is  a city  of 
“ the  plains,”  or  Tierras  de  Campos. 
Much  and  very  fine  corn  is  grown  in 
these  districts,  which  is  preserved  in 
silos,  or  underground  mazmorras,  gra- 
naries. The  Benedictine  convent  in 
the  suburb,  San  Zoil,  was  one  of  the 
finest  things  in  Spain,  until  the  French 
plundered  and  desecrated  it.  The 
cloisters  remain,  and  are  in  the  richest 
plateresque  Berruguete  style,  with  an 
infinity  of  ornaments,  saints,  medal- 
lions, arms,  &c„  worthy  of  Cellini. 
The  under  tier  was  begun  in  1537  by 
Juan  de  Badajoz,  who  finished  the  E. 
side:  the  others  were  completed  by 
Juan  de  Celanova,  and  the  upper  gal- 
lery added  in  1604.  The  principal 
sculptors  in  the  under  portions  were 
Miguel  de  Espinosa  and  Antonio  Mo- 
rante,  by  whom  is  the  Christ  over  the 
entrance,  and  the  Ecce  Homo  in  the 
Capilla  de  los  Condes.  The  church  is 
in  a sort  of  pseudo-Doric.  The  rich 
plate  and  pictures  were  swept  away 
by  the  French.  In  Carrion  is  an  old 
temple,  IVuestra  Senora  de  la  Victoria, 
raised  to  commemorate  the  attack  made 
by  certain  bulls  on  the  Moors  (compare 
Ejea  de  los  Caballeros),  who  came 
here  to  receive  the  100  virgins,  the 
annual  tribute  agreed  to  be  paid  them 
by  Mauregato.  A sermon  was  preached 
every  year,  called  El  Sertnon  de  Don- 
cellas  y Toros;  but  the  legend  of  lady 
rent  is  altogether  apocryphal,  and  a 
Doric  frieze,  with  the  Capita  Bovis  in 
the  facade,  was  probably  the  origin  of 
all  this  tauromaehian  nonsense  (see 
Ponz,  xi.  201). 

Near  Carrion,  in  1037,  was  decided 
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the  battle  between  Bermudo  III.  of 
Lieon  and  Ferdinand  1.  of  Castile,  in 
which  the  former  was  killed  ; the  two 
kingdoms  were  then  united  by  the 
conqueror’s  marriage  with  Sancha  the 
heiress. 

Villalcasar  de  Sirga,  or  Villasirga, 
lies  about  4 m.  from  Carrion,  on  the 
Burgos  road.  The  parish  church, 
which  once  belonged  to  the  Templars, 
contains  the  very  remarkable  tomb  of 
the  Infante  Felipe,  son  of  San  Fer- 
dinand, obt.  1274,  with  that  of  his 
wife  Inez  de  Castro.  The  figures, 
larger  than  life,  repose  on  enriched 
urnas,  and  the  sculpture,  although 
coarse,  is  full  of  expression,  and  the 
costume  very  interesting.  Crossing  a 
ridge  which  separates  the  basins  of 
the  Carrion  and  the  Pisuerga,  below 
extend  the  wide  plains,  through  which 
the  Canal  de  Castilla  was  to  unite 
Keinosa  with  Segovia,  and  serve  both 
as  a means  of  transit  and  irrigation. 
This  admirable  work,  which  would 
have  infused  life  into  these  dead  dis- 
tricts, was  begun  in  1753;  the  work 
in  those  parts  where  it  is  complete  is 
worthy  in  execution  of  the  conception. 

Fromista,  an  ancient  decayed  town, 
stands  close  to  the  canal : a few  miles 
S.E.  is  Santoyo . whose  church  contains 
a superb  retablo  wrought  in  1570  by 
Juan  de  Juni  for  Sebastian  de  Navares, 
secretary  to  Philip  II.  Near  Itero  de 
la  Vega,  the  Pisuerga  is  crossed ; it 
forms  the  boundary  between  Leon  and 
Old  Castile;  thence  passing  through 
Cattroxeriz,  a town  of  4000  inhabit- 
ants, with  a colegiata  and  a sort  of 
palace,  and  placed  between  the  rivers 
Odra  and  (Jarhanzuelo,  we  reach 
Burgos  (see  Koute  116). 
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There  is  a slow  and  bad  diligence 
between  these  two  venerable  towns. 
Crossing  the  Esla  at  Mansilla,  a loose 


broken  road,  dusty  in  summer  and 
muddy  in  winter,  leads  to  Mayorga, 
a mud-built  village  ou  the  Cea,  with, 
however,  a decent  posada.  Here  Moore 
(Dec.  20,  1808)  effected  his  junction 
with  Baird,  and  here  took  place  the 
first  encounter  of  English  and  French 
cavalry,  when  Lord  Paget,  with  400 
of  the  1 5th,  charged  600  of  their  splen- 
did French  dragoons,  riding  them 
down  horse  and  man.  In  vain  (as  at 
Fuentes  de  Onoro)  was  brandy  served 
out  to  the  foe ; the  better  man  pre- 
vailed, as  must  be  if  the  foe  can  be 
but  grappled  with  at  close  quarters, 
either  with  sword,  bayonet,  or  board- 
ing-pike. Then,  in  a bull-dog  strug- 
gle for  life  or  death,  blood,  bone,  and 
bottom  must  tell,  and  a purely  physical 
superiority  generates,  from  conscious- 
ness of  its  power,  a moral  confidence. 
Gen.  Foy,  however,  attributes  the  ac- 
cidental success  of  the  English  horse- 
men, first  to  their  invariably  vast 
superiority  of  number,  and  next  to 
rum,  as  he  does  the  courage  of  our 
infantry  to  beef.  “ Le  rhum  vient  a 
propos  ranimer  ses  esprits  dans  le 
moment  du  danger”  (i.  231).  Again, 
“ Nous  avons  vu  plus  d’une  fois  de 
faibles  detachements  charger  nos  bat- 
taillons  h fond,  mais  en  de'sordre.  Le 
cavalier  ivre  de  rhum  lanyait  son 
cheval,  et  le  cheval  emportait  le  ca- 
valier au  delh  du  but  ” (i.  290).  Be 
that  as  it  may,  such  was  the  moral 
superiority  felt  by  our  cavalry,  that 
the  Duke  was  obliged  to  issue  a ge- 
neral order  to  prevent  more  companies 
from  charging  whole  French  regi- 
ments. Such  was,  to  use  his  words, 
“ the  trick  our  officers  of  cavalry  have 
acquired  of  galloping  at  everything.” 

On  these  very  plains,  ten  short  days 
afterwards,  did  Blake,  with  his  whole 
leader-lacking  army,  run  away,  scared 
by  one  daring  charge  of  Franceschi’s 
dragoons,  which  two  companies  of 
British  infantry  would  have  riddled 
to  shreds. 

At  mud-built  Ceinos  is  a curious 
brick  and  limestone  tower  to  the  ruined 
church,  now  used  as  a camposanto,  or 
burial-ground,  and  formerly  belonging 
to  the  Templars.  A wearisome  steppe 
leads  to  Medina  de  Jlioseco,  “ the  city 


328  ROUTE  76. — SPANISH  COMMERCE — RIOSECO.  Sect.  VIII. 


of  the  dry  river,”  the  Roman  Forum 
Egurrorum.  It  stands,  like  the  Al- 
carria,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 
the  Guadarrama  chain,  in  what  was 
once  a vast  lake,  before  the  basin  of 
fresh -water  limestone  was  drained  by 
the  Duero  and  its  tributaries.  This 
mud-built  capital  of  a clayey  marly 
district  was  a noted  emporium  in  the 
fourteenth  century.  The  fairs  of  cloth 
and  linen  then  ranked  among  the  chief 
of  the  Castiles,  but  now  life  is  extinct, 
and  the  carcase  is  returning  to  the 
earth  of  which  it  was  made,  dust  to 
dust : the  city  will  become  a “ heap  ” — 
pulvis  et  umbra  nihil : a shadow  of  the 
fairs  is  held  April  19  and  Sept.  18. 

Our  readers  are  cautioned  against 
the  natives’  exaggerations  of  their  great 
former  commercial  prosperity.  The 
essence  of  the  Gotho  Spaniard  was  a 
contempt  for  commerce  : as  among  the 
Romans  those  who  sprung  from  trade 
were  disqualified  for  the  senate,  so 
such  persons  were  despised  among  the 
Teutonic  nations,  the  ancestors  of  the 
Goths,  with  whom  war  and  the  cliace 
were  considered  the  only  occupation  of 
the  gentleman.  In  the  best  period  of 
Castilian  power  the  mechanical  arts 
were  only  imperfectly  practised,  while 
the  higher  speculative  and  less  ope- 
rative branches  of  commerce  were 
almost  unknown.  When  the  sciences 
of  banking,  exchange,  and  insurances 
crept  slowly  into  Spain  from  Italy  and 
the  Low  Countries,  these  exotics  wi- 
thered in  an  uncongenial  soil,  being 
left  in  the  hands  of  Jews,  Genoese, 
Flemings,  Alemanes,  and  other  fo- 
reigners, who  have  consequently  borne 
the  odium  of  extracting  the  wealth  of 
Spain. 

The  grandee  and  the  church  have 
indeed  left  memorials  of  their  indu- 
bitable power  and  magnificence,  but 
where  are  the  remains,  or  even  records, 
of  roads,  canals,  docks,  quays,  ware- 
houses. aud  other  appliances?  They 
are  not;  while  everything  that  tends  to 
the  contrary  is  evidenced  in  all  Spanish 
feelings  and  institutions,  their  exclusive 
nobility,  their  disqualifications,  their 
marble-cold  spirit  of  caste,  and  still 
existing  contempt;  all  these  obstacles 
of  opinion  are  more  difficult  to  be  over- 


come than  those  of  natural  causes.  The 
bulk  of  the  nation  despises  trade,  and, 
as  the  Moors  think  all  Franks  were 
merchants,  so,  adopting  the  sneer  of 
Boney,  that  grandest  of  phrase-makers, 
it  considers  England  to  be  a country  of 
shopkeepers,  who  with  their  operatives 
would  starve  without  the  custom  of 
rich  and  noble  Spain. 

At  Rioseco  there  is  only  a poor 
pnsada  : the  principal  church  of  Santa 
Maria  is  Gothic ; the  retablo  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  Peninsula.  It  is  di- 
vided by  fluted  Corinthian  pillars,  with 
bases  and  pediments  supported  by 
naked  children.  It  was  carved  in  1590 
by  Esteban  Jordan,  and  painted  by 
Pedro  de  Ona,  his  son-in-law ; reds 
and  blues  predominate.  Observe  in  it 
the  grand  Ascension  of  the  Virgin.  The 
whole  retablo  recalls  the  noble  work 
of  Becerra  at  Astorpa  (p.  308).  La  Ca- 
pilla  de  los  Benaventes  to  the  1.  was 
once  a gem  of  art,  but  now  all  is  decay 
and  neglect.  The  plateresque  Reja  was 
made  by  Francisco  Martinez,  1 553 : 
observe  above  an  arch  the  medallions 
of  the  founder’s  family  and  their  arms. 
The  retablo  was  carved  by  the  bold 
and  fiery  Juan  de  Juni;  observe  the 
San  Joaquin  and  Santa  Ana,  and  above 
the  Buena  Venturanza,  or  the  mystical 
beatitude  of  the  Saviour  in  the  Apo- 
calypse, with  a sea  filled  with  the 
bodies  of  those  rising  to  judgment. 
The  gilding  is  much  perished  by  damp 
and  neglect,  which  have  also  ruined 
the  Creation  of  Adam  and  Eve,  and 
the  paintings  of  Juni  on  the  semicir- 
cular arch.  Notice  over  the  door  the 
portrait  of  the  founder,  Alvaro  Bena- 
vente,  set.  50,  and  the  three  fine  tombs, 
separated  by  caryatides.  The  paintings 
at  the  back  of  the  niches  have  been 
ascribed  to  Juni.  Observe  the  Santa 
Ana  in  bed,  and  two  kneeling  figures. 
The  stucco  ceilings  and  ornaments  are 
in  the  finest  Berruguete  taste.  Cean 
Berm.,  ‘Ar.’  ii.  69,  221,  has  printed  the 
curious  original  contract  and  specifica- 
tion of  these  works  by  Juni. 

There  are  four  fine  pictures  in  this 
church  either  by  Murillo  or  Tovar,  for 
it  is  not  easy  to  decide,  owing  to  their 
dirty  condition  and  position  ; the  sub- 
jects are  a large  oblong  Nativity,  a 
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charming  St.  Catherine,  a kneeling 
Magdalen,  and  full-length  Madonna 
and  Child,  which  is  the  finest. 

The  church  of  Santa  Cruz  ha*  a 
classical  facade,  which,  although  much 
admired  here,  is  somewhat  heavy. 
The  sculptured  Sibyls,  the  finding  the 
Cross,  and  the  two  tiers  of  Corinthian 
pilasters,  give  it  a serious  character, 
notwithstanding  which  it  was  pillaged 
by  Marshal  Bessieres,  who  made  it  a 
brothel  for  the  army,  selecting  nuns 
for  the  victims.  It  was  founded  by  the 
great  Don  Fadrique  Enriquez,  Admi- 
ral of  Castile,  of  whose  palace  in  the 
town  a gate  is  all  that  has  escaped 
ruin.  The  tombs  and  kneeling  figures 
of  himself  and  his  wife,  Ana  de  Ca- 
brera, were  in  San  Francisco,  where 
were  some  good  terra-cotta  statues  of 
St.  Jerome  and  St.  Sebastian,  and  much 
Berruguete  work,  and  a very  fine  ivory 
crucifix.  This  convent  was  built  with 
the  materials  of  the  old  castle  which 
withstood  so  many  sieges  in  the  time 
of  Don  Pedro  and  Charles  V. 

The  last  blow  to  decaying  Rioseco 
was  given  July  14,  1SU8,  after  its 
battle,  which  placed  Joseph  on  the 
throne  of  Madrid,  and  was  compared 
by  Buonaparte,  somewhat  erroneously, 
to  the  crowning  victory  of  Viltaviciosa. 
Previously  the  incompetence  of  Savary 
had  compromised  the  French  position 
in  the  Castiles,  as  Filanghieri  hovered 
on  their  flanks  in  Gallicia,  wisely  ab- 
staining from  battle  - suspected,  there- 
fore, by  the  Juntas  of  treachery,  he 
was  murdered  and  succeeded  by 
Blake,  who  effected  a junction  with 
Cuesta.  Two  such  great  masters  of  de- 
feat being  together  rendered  it  certain  ; 
and  in  order  to  ensure  it  they  led 

50.000  men  into  the  plains  of  Monclin, 
near  Palacios.  Bessieres  had  only 

1 2.000  French,  but,  beholding  the  ab- 
surd arrangements  of  his  enemy, 
which  rendered  even  defence  impos- 
sible, ordered  La  Salle  to  charge  with 
some  cavalry,  whereupon  the  Spa- 
niards, mistrusting  their  leaders,  ran 
away  instantly.  The  French  soldiers, 
thirsty  in  the  pursuit  and  burning  sun, 
finding  the  river  dry  .exclaimed,  “ Even 
Spanish  water  runs  away.”  The  Spa- 
niards lost  G000  killed  and  wounded, 


the  French  not  even  500.  Bessieres, 
who  was  no  real  general,  did  not 
know  how  to  follow  up  his  victory, 
and  he  was  afraid  to  advance  into 
Gallicia,  alarmed  at  the  report  of  the 
English  having  landed.  Rioseco,  un- 
armed and  unresisting,  was  however 
sacked;  neither  age  nor  sex  was 
spared,  and  yet  the  inhabitants  had 
illuminated  their  houses  in  token  of 
friendly  feeling  to  the  French  (To- 
reno,  iv.).  Schepeler  (i.  434,  37)  de- 
tails the  horrors  of  fire,lust,  and  rapine, 
accompanied  with  cold-blooded  murder 
of  prisoners.  Bessieres,  who  began  life, 
like  Suchet,  a barber,  was  sent  to  his 
last  account  at  Lutzen.  This  man,  ac- 
cording to  Buonaparte’s  bulletin,  was 
“ recommandable  par  ses  qualites  ci- 
viles,”  and,  as  he  wrote  to  the  widow, 
“a  laissc  une  reputation  sans  tache.” 
The  widows  and  nuns  of  Rioseco  never 
penned  that  epitaph. 

Tins  place  is  a good  central  point 
from  whence  to  make  excursions  to 
several  ancient  cities. 
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As  far  as  country  villages  and  peo- 
ple are  concerned,  nothing  can  be  more 
bald  or  wretched  than  this  circuit, 
which,  however,  includes  towns  of 
former  fame,  and  sites  of  important 
events.  Villalpando  in  its  vast  plain 
was  once  a city  of  50,000  souls,  but  it 
decayed  when  Rioseco  rose  at  its  ex- 
pense ; now  the  population  is  under 
•3000.  The  original  city,  being  built 
of  mud,  has  mostly  disappeared,  while 
the  French  gutted  the  more  solidly 
constructed  Franciscan  and  Dominican 
convents ; the  misery  is  now  complete 
inside,  and  outside  a vast  tract  of  land, 
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a valdio  or  “ common”  of  the  towns- 
folk, is  left  almost  uncultivated.  Be- 
navente  and  the  route  to  Zamora  have 
been  described  (see  R.  69).  Those 
who  do  not  wish  to  go  there  may 
cross  the  plains  directly  from  Rioseco 
to  Zamnra,  13  L.  through  Bustillo, 
which  is  about  half  way : for  Zamora, 
see  p.  303. 

Ascending  the  Ouero  from  Zamora , 
is  the  ancient  and  decayed  city  of  Toro, 
with  its  fine  bridge  and  the  pleasant 
walk  on  it,  from  which  we  look  at 
those  Almenas  de  Toro  chanted  by 
Lope  de  Vega.  This  city,  like  Sala- 
manca, takes  its  bridge  and  a “ cant- 
ing” Toro,  one  of  its  Guisando  breed, 
for  its  arms.  It  lords  over  the  plains, 
those  campos  which  were  the  granary 
of  the  Goths.  This  dull  and  backward 
town  contains  about  9000  souls.  The 
iron  rejas  to  the  windows  give  it  a 
prison-like  look.  Visit  the  ruined  Al- 
cazar of  Garcia,  in  which  the  French 
kept  a garrison.  Gen.  Duvernay  cap- 
tured the  unprepared  city,  Jan.  6, 
1809,  with  a handful  of  cavalry;  for 
Moore  had  in  vain  urged  the  junta  of 
Toro  to  fortify  their  town,  which,  like 
Zamora,  might  have  formed  an  import- 
ant place  for  him  to  fall  back  on,  and, 
as  the  French  at  that  time  had  no  artil- 
lery for  sieges,  they  must  have  been 
arrested,  and  the  retreat  on  La  Coruna 
avoided,  but  nothing  was  done. 

It  was  at  Toro  that  the  Conde  Duque, 
the  disgraced  minister  of  Philip  IV., 
died  in  1 643,  haunted,  as  he  imagined, 
by  a spectre — the  ghost  of  his  country’s 
departed  greatness,  which  he  had  so 
mainly  contributed  to  destroy.  Toro, 
of  course,  has  a Plaza  de  Toros.  The 
architect  may  also  observe  La  Torre 
del  Reloj,  the  house  of  L,os  Fonsecas, 
and  the  Casa  del  Ayuntamiento,  built 
by  Ventura  Rodriguez,  and  the  granite 
Colegiata,  of  which  the  facade  of  the 
clock-tower,  with  its  solid  buttresses, 
deep  recessed  entrance,  and  circular 
arched  work,  deserves  notice.  The 
style,  in  its  simple  front  of  wall  with 
few  windows  and  irregular  buttresses, 
recalls  the  Norman  works  at  Zamora  ; 
the  unfinished  tower  over  the  transept 
is  of  later  period,  with  rich  pointed 
Gothic.  Toro  was  a city  of  great 


former  importance.  Don  Pedro  en- 
tered it  in  1356  by  the  gate  Santa  Ca- 
talina, and  thus  put  down  the  rebels. 
Near  it  was  fought  in  1476  the  battle 
lietween  Alonso  V.  of  Portugal  and 
Ferdinand,  which  gave  the  crown  of 
Castile  to  Isabella,  and  defeated  the 
faction  of  La  Beltraneja.  Here  again 
was  held  in  January,  1506,  the  cele- 
brated Cortes  by  which,  after  her 
death,  Ferdinand’s  authority  was  re- 
cognised : consult  Coroyrajia  de  la 
Provincia  del  Toro,  Antonio  Gomez  de 
la  Torre,  8vo.  Mad.  1802. 

Leaving  Toro,  and  continuing  on 
the  r.  bank  of  the  Duero,  near  the 
river  Hormija  is  the  most  ancient 
abbey  San  Roman,  founded  by  the 
Gothic  king  Recesvinto  for  the  burial- 
place  of  his  wife:  thence  to  Villalar, 
where  (April  23,  1521)  the  Conde  de 
Haro  defeated  the  Comuneros  under 
Juan  de  Padilla,  and  crushed  this  po- 
pular insurrection  against  the  foreign 
favourites  of  Charles  V.  Padilla  was 
beheaded  the  next  day  at  Tordesillas. 
Southey,  when  young,  wrote  verses  on 
this  martyr  to  mob  patriotism.  The 
conduct  of  the  junta  was  precisely 
such  as  we  have  seen  in  our  times ; 
for  they  exhibited,  says  Robertson, 
“the  strongest  marks  of  irresolution, 
mutual  distrust,  and  mediocrity  of 
genius,”  incapable  alike  of  carrying 
on  war  or  of  making  peace.  Padilla 
fell  a victim  to  their  combined  base- 
ness and  ignorance:  he  was  the  hus- 
band of  Maria  Pacheco,  of  whom  there 
is  such  a fine  portrait  by  El  Mudo  at 
Bo  wood,  and  to  whom  before  his  exe- 
cution he  wrote  that  most  touching  and 
manly  letter  preserved  by  Sandoval, 
and  translated  by  Robertson. 

Tordesillas  rises  in  its  weary  Para- 
mos de  Leon,  those  bald  steppes,  those 
seas  of  corn,  which  are  bounded  only 
by  the  horizon  : it  has  an  old  bridge 
over  the  Duero,  and  therefore  always 
is  an  important  strategic  position.  The 
best  inn  is  Parador  Val  de  Hnertos 
Vista  aleyre,  outside  the  town,  on  the 
road  to  Benavente.  Visit  the  church 
San  Antolin,  as  the  retablo  contains  a 
fine  Crucifixion,  which  is  attributed  to 
Juan  de  Juni.  The  superb  marble 
sepulchre  of  the  Comendador,  Pedro 
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Gonzalez  de  Alderete,  -was  wrought  in 
1527  by  Gaspar  de  Tordesillas  ; it  is 
equal  to  Berruguete,  and  is  designed 
in  the  style  of  the  royal  tombs  at  Gra- 
nada, with  caryatides  at  angles,  figures 
and  cinque  - cento  ornaments : the 

founder  lies  armed,  with  his  helmet  at 
his  feet  The  other  tomb  in  a niche  is 
inferior.  The  nunnery  Santa  Clara  is 
of  good  Gothic,  so  is  the  chapel  of 
Esteban  Lopez  de  Saldana,  1435 : 
observe  particularly  the  retablo  and 
the  four  sepulchres  in  niches,  the  two 
female  figures,  the  armed  male,  and 
another  with  a sort  of  turban : the 
architect  Guillem  de  Roam  is  buried 
near  it,  ob.  Dec.  7,  1431.  This  con- 
vent has  received  eminent  personages  ; 
here  Juana  la  Loca,  “ crazy  Jane,” 
the  mother  of  Charles  V.,  died,  April 
1 1,  1535,  aged  76,  having  watched  for 
47  years,  with  jealous  insanity,  the 
coffin  of  her  handsome  but  worthless 
husband.  The  morbid  taint  broke  out 
again  in  her  descendants ; it  induced 
her  sou  Charles  V.  to  die  a monk  at 
San  Yuste;  it  tinged  the  gloomy 
bigotry  of  Philip  11.;  and  ended  with 
the  Austrian  race  in  the  confirmed  im- 
becility of  Charles  II.,  a sovereign 
who  kept  pace  with  the  decline  of  his 
kingdom  and  dynasty. 

In  this  convent  Buonaparte  was 
lodged,  Dec.  25,  1808,  and  he  thus 
wrote  in  his  bulletin : “ Sa  majeste'  avait 
son  quartier  ge'neral  dans  les  batimens 
exterieurs  du  Couvent  Royal  de  Sainte 
Claire — c’est  dans  ce  batiment  que  ; 
s’etait  retiree,  et  qu'est  morte,  la  mere 
de  Charles  V,  Le  couvent  a 6t6  con-  ’ 
struit  sur  un  ancient  palais  de  Maures, 
dout  il  reste  un  bain  et  deux  salles, 
d’une  belle  conservation ; l’abbesse  a 
ete  presentee  h l’Empereur.” 

Much  red  wine,  strong  and  heady  as 
port,  is  grown  in  these  districts.  A 
detour  should  be  made  of  2 L.  to  the 
r.  to  Nava  del  Rey,  as  the  Corinthian 
retablo  in  the  parroe/uia  is  a noble 
architectural  and  sculptural  monument 
by  the  great  Gregorio  Hernandez  : ob- 
serve particularly  the  two  St.  Johns. 

Rueda,  population  2500,  has  also  a 
fine  parish  church  and  a handsome 
long  street.  It  is  one  of  the  best  of  the 
towns  in  this  district,  as  the  quautity 


of  good  wine  grown  here  is  a source  of 
profit  to  the  inhabitants.  The  vine- 
yards lie  on  a stony  broken  soil ; the 
wine  is  kept  in  deep  cellars  in  large 
oaken  barrels,  and  is  considered  to  be 
a specific  against  the  gout.  To  this 
town  the  Maragatos  and  wine-mer- 
chants of  the  north  come  to  make  their 
purchases,  bringing  iron  and  colonial 
produce  in  exchange.  At  Rueda  the 
prestige  of  the  Duke’s  name  alone 
saved  his  army  in  the  retreat  from 
Burgos.  Here  Caffarelli,  Oct.  21, 
1812,  with  40,000  splendid  French  in- 
fantry and  5000  cavalry,  came  up  with 
“ not  20,000  British  and  Portuguese:” 
in  spite  of  all  this  numerical  superiority, 
the  enemy  declined  giving  battle.  Thus 
protected  by  the  halo  of  his  glory,  he 
passed  on  unmolested  ; and  this  is  his 
record  : — “ I was  shocked  when  I saw 
how  the  Spaniards  fought ; and  when  I 
saw  the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  army,  it 
was  very  clear  to  me  that  they  ought  to 
eat  me  up.  I have  got  clear  off  in  a 
handsome  manner  out  of  the  worst 
scrape  I ever  was  in"  (Disp.  Oct.  31, 
1812).  That  scrape  was  occasioned  by 
the  gross  neglect  of  our  ministers  at 
home,  and  by  the  scandalous  disobedi- 
ence of  orders  by  Ballesteros  in  Spain, 
while  the  “ getting  off”  was  the  fair 
reward  of  superior  tactics,  by  which 
the  enemy  were  cowed,  outgeneraled, 
and  baffled. 

Medina  del  Canmo,  the  city  of  the 
plain  (Methimna  Cumpestris),  is  an- 
other important  strategic  point,  as  it  is 
equidistant  from  Zamora,  Salamanca, 
Palencia,  Avila,  and  Segovia,  being 
about  14  L.  from  each.  Inn,  Parador 
del  Pepe,  or  de  la  Petra,  on  the  plaza. 
The  town  is  placed  on  the  swampy 
Zapardiel,  whose  neglected  waters 
breed  pestilence.  The  Moors  had  cor- 
rected this,  and  cut  a canal,  which  also 
served  for  irrigation ; some  remains 
only  of  their  work  may  be  traced  at 
La  Cava. 

Medina  was  the  capital  of  the  Campo 
or  level  district,  which  is  one  of  the 
finest  wheat  countries  in  the  world : 
corn  is  "here  worth  about  25s.  the  quar- 
ter ; but,  from  want  of  roads  and  trans- 
port, 1 8s.  must  be  added  before  it  is  on 
board  at  Santander,  from  whence  to 
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England  a freight  of  6s.  must  be  calcu-  j 
lated  on.  It  was  once  a royal  court 
and  much-frequented  emporium:  the 
population,  said  to  have  been  50,000, 
lias  now  dwindled  down  to  3000. 

The  city  was  plundered  in  Aug.  ] 
1520  by  the  Comuiieros,  when  Anto- 
nio de  Fonseca  and  the  patriots  burnt 
900  houses.  It  never  entirely  reco- 
vered, and  during  the  recent  war  was 
impoverished  by  frequent  French 
pillage  and  exaction.  The  Gothic 
church  San  Antolin  was  founded  in 
750,  and  made  collegiate  in  1480,  of 
which  date  are  the  tower  and  the 
figures  that  strike  the  hour.  The 
cinque-cento  retablo  is  very  grand,  , 
and  consists  of  five  tiers,  with  the  life 
of  our  Saviour  and  Berruguete  orna- 
ments. The  crucifix  in  one  of  the 
chapels  is  attributed  to  Gaspar  Be- 
cerra ; the  Doric  Silleria  del  Coro 
came  from  Guadalupe.  The  un- 
finished hospital  was  built  by  Juan  de 
Tolosa,  in  1591,  for  Simon  Ruiz  Em- 
bito.  The  quadrangle  is  grand.  The 
retablo  in  the  chapel  is  adorned  with 
a miracle  of  the  charity-dispensing  San 
Diego.  Observe  the  iron  reja,  and  the 
tomb  of  the  founder  kneeling  with  his 
two  wives,  and  his  portrait  painted  by 
Pantoja  de  la  Cruz.  Part  of  the  hos- 
pital was  recently  made  a cavalry  bar- 
rack. The  city  shambles,  las  Carni- 
cerias,  are  much  admired,  and  the  patio, 
with  granite  pillars,  was  built  in  1562 
by  Gaspar  de  Vega.  Look  at  the  pla- 
teresque  Casa  de  los  Ducnus,  and  walk 
in  the  Chiopal. 

Visit  the  Castillo  de  Mola,  erected 
near  it  in  1440  by  Fernando  de  Car- 
reiio,  for  Juan  II.,  on  the  site  of  the 
Roman  Methimna.  Isabella  employed 
Alonzo  Nieto  to  increase  it  in  1479. 
It  crowns  the  hillock,  and  its  slim  Torre 
del  Homenage  has  the  bartizan  turrets 
at  the  angles,  which  are  so  common  in 
these  districts.  Here  the  notorious 
Caesar  de  Borgia  was  confined  for  two 
years,  until  he  escaped  by  the  aid  of 
the  Conde  de  Benavente.  And  here,  a 


dilla,  and  to  Talavera  the  good  Arch- 
bishop of  Granada,  thus  truly  sums  up 
the  just  eulogium  of  his  mistress,  a 
pattern  of  her  sex,  and  the  purest  sove- 
reign by  whom  female  sceptre  was  ever 
wielded : “ Cadit  mihi  prse  dolore  dex- 
tra ; orbata  est  terraj  facies  mirabili 
ornameuto,  iuaudito  liactenus : in  sexu 
namque  foemineo  et  potenti  lieencia 
null  am  memini  me  legisse,  quam  huic 
n'atura  Deusque  formaverit,  comparari 
dignam”  (Epis.  279).  Her  body  was 
moved  to  Granada  in  December,  after 
a journey  replete  with  horrors,  over 
roadless  tracks,  amid  storms  and  tor- 
rents, of  which  Peter  Martyr,  who 
accompanied  his  mistress  to  her  last 
home,  gives  a faithful  picture. 

From  hence  to  Valladolid  is  8 L., 
either  returning  to  Tordesillas,  or 
taking  the  direct  road  to  Puente  del 
Duero,  aud  thence  diverging  to  Siman- 
cas,  where  the  archives  of  Spain,  a yet 
unexplored  mine  of  historical  inform- 
ation, are  interred.  The  town  aud 
castle  rise  boldly  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  Pisuerga,  here  crossed  by  a 
stone  bridge  of  17  arches,  which  the 
French  injured  Sept.  8,  1812,  when 
they  retreated  before  the  Duke.  The 
river  is  deep  and  rapid ; and  the  pro- 
verbs say,  “ El  Duero  lleva  la  fama,  y 
Pisuerga  lleva  la  agua “ Duero  y 
Duraton,  Arlama  y Arlanzon,  en  el 
puenle  de  Simancas  juntos  son.”  Like 
the  Guadiana  and  Guadalquivir,  the 
stream  is  turbid  and  discoloured  by 
the  clayey  soils  through  which  it  eats 
its  way.  Some  geographers  make  this 
river  the  boundary  between  Leon  and 
Old  Castile.  There  is  only  a poor 
posada  at  the  end  of  the  bridge,  Fonda 
del  Puenle. 

Simancas  was  a town  and  castle  ori- 
ginally belonging  to  the  Henriquez, 
the  Grand  Admirals  of  Castile,  until  it 
was  taken  from  them  by  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  aud  destined,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Cardinal  Ximenez,  for  the 
national  archives.  They  are  open 
from  8 a.m,  to  1 ; the  Custode,  how- 


little  before  noon  on  Wednesday,  Nov. 
26,  1504,  died  Isabella,  in  the  54th 
year  of  her  age  and  30th  of  her  reign. 
Peter  Martyr,  writing  the  same  day 
from  the  spot  to  the  Conde  de  Ten- 


ever,  who  lives  on  the  plaza,  is  ex- 
tremely obliging  to  curious  strangers, 
and  no  regarder  of  hours  or  fees,  and 
speaks  French.  The  strong  edifice, 
! which  rises  on  the  N.W.  angle  of  the 
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town,  was  a safe  and  well-selected  site 
when  the  court  resided  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, but  now  its  distance  from 
Madrid  is  very  inconvenient,  and  the 
Escorial  would  do  better,  which  indeed 
has  tosen  talked  about,  but  funds  are 
wanting.  Philip  II.,  a great  writer 
and  red-tapist,  who  boasted  that  he 
ruled  the  world  w ith  a bit  of  paper, 
took  great  interest  in  these  archives : 
he  employed  Geronimo  Zurita  to  clas- 
sify them,  and  made  alterations  to  the 
edifice  by  Herrera,  Berruguete,  and 
others  (see  Cean  Her.  ‘ At.’  ii.  325). 
The  papers  were  very  complete  from 
1475.  Most  of  the  earlier  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  patriot  Com  inter  os  in 
1520.  Those  relating  to  S.  America 
were  sent  to  Seville  in  1783. 

The  worst  ravagers  of  these  archives 
were  the  French ; Buonaparte,  who 
had  plundered  Vienna  and  the  Vatican 
in  order  to  carry  out  his  idea  of  making 
Paris  the  receiving-house  of  the  most 
valuable  papers  and  title-deeds  of  con- 
quered and  invaded  countries,  ordered 
Kellermann,  in  Aug.  1810.  to  forward 
the  most  curious  documents  of  Siman- 
cas ; whereupon  sixty  cases  were  im- 
mediately filled  and  sent  away  in 
November.  A Monsieur  Quiter  was 
then  dispatched  from  Paris  to  assist 
the  rude  soldiers  in  selection,  as  the 
quantity  was  so  enormous  that  1600 
cases  would  have  been  required  to 
transport  it  all.  When  this  inspector 
arrived,  March, 181 1,  twenty-nine  rooms 
were  full  of  papers,  of  which  he  re- 
ported that  about  one  quarter  were 
•‘desirable;’’  but  soon  the  untoward 
event  of  Massena’s  defeat  at  Torres 
Vedras  interfered  with  these  “colossal 
ideas.”  Monsieur  Quiter  quitted  and 
fled,  having  first  packed  up  and  sent  to 
Paris  1 12  cases  more  ; the  whole  num- 
ber of  packets  or  bundles  - thus  “ re- 
moved ” amounted  to  7861.  When  the 
allies  entered  Paris  in  1814  a general  re- 
clamation took  place,  and  by  the  efforts 
of  Labrador,  the  Spanish  ambassador, 
146  cases  were  with  difficulty  rescued; 
they  had  not,  however,  by  March,  1815, 
got  farther  on  their  way  back  to  Siman- 
cas  than  Bordeaux,  when,  on  the  land- 
ing of  Buonaparte  from  Elba,  their 
further  progress  was  arrested,  as  rob- 


bery again  became  the  order  of  the 
day.  Waterloo,  however,  settled  that, 
and  the  papers  at  last  were  restored  to 
the  rightful  owners. 

Vast  numbers,  however,  of  those  re- 
lating to  French  diplomacy  were  kept 
back  ; as  well  as  the  correspondence  of 
the  Castilian  court  with  their  ambassa- 
dors at  Paris,  Aragon,  and  Venice, 
which  have  in  vain  been  applied  for  by 
Spain,  since  the  French  Bourbons  have 
never  chosen  to  return  to  their  cousins 
the  spoils  of  Buonaparte’s  legions.  It 
is  to  these  purloined  papers  that  Mes- 
sieurs Michelet,  Mignet,  Capefigue,  are 
so  much  indebted.  A worse  fate  re- 
mained for  many  documents  which  had 
no  French  interest,  as  Kellermann 
used  them  as  waste  paper,  after  the 
fashion  of  Soult,  Suchet,  Belliard,  &c. ; 
his  troops  lighted  their  fires  with  the 
archives,  and  cut  open  the  bundles  for 
the  sake  of  the  string  by  which  they 
were  tied.  In  vain  did  Joseph  remon- 
strate to  Buonaparte ; the  precious  do- 
cuments were  destroyed  by  waggon- 
loads, as  the  keeper  Manuel  Gonzalez 
saw  done,  and  related  to  us  on  the  spot, 
adding  that  these  French  Omars  and  in- 
cendiaries put  him  in  mind  of  Don 
Quixote,  ii.  70,  where  the  devils  burn 
books  in  fiendish  sport.  The  invaders 
were  quartered  in  the  rooms ; and,  not 
contented  with  daily  destruction  during 
their  stay,  when  they  evacuated  the 
castle  they  set  the  whole  on  fire,  as  a 
parting  legacy ; then  the  N.  wing  was 
burnt  down,  which  has  since  been  re- 
built. The  remnant  of  Kellermann’s 
spoliation  and  fire  at  Simancas  was 
entirely  re-arranged  by  Don  Tom&s 
Gonzalez,  canon  of  Plasencia,  who  with 
his  brother  classified  the  most  curious 
papers,  and  placed  them  in  the  Pa- 
Ironato  viqo,  and  in  el  cubo. 

Formerly  the  greatest  jealousy  ex- 
isted in  regard  to  these  archives.  Ro- 
bertson was  refused  permission  to  exa- 
mine them,  which  was  also  denied  to 
native  authors  and  even  royal  historio- 
graphers. Reoently  more  liberality 
has  been  shown  ; but  still,  by  order  of 
Pena  Florida,  April  20,  1844,  many 
vexatious  provisoes  are  enjoined  to 
those  who  wish  to  read  and  copy 
closely. 
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Merc  visitors,  however,  enter  easily. 
First  observe  the  old  chapel  of  the  Hen- 
riquez  family,  with  a blue  and  gold 
roof,  and  a saloon  richly  decorated  by 
Berruguete.  Each  traveller  will  of 
course  iuquire  for  the  class  of  papers 
which  most  interest  himself.  Among 
those  of  general  curiosity,  observe  el 
Becerro  of  Alonso  XI.,  a sort  of  Dooms- 
day Book,  containing  an  account  of  all 
the  rents  paid  to  the  crown  ; the  ori-  j 
ginal  deed  of  capitulation  at  the  taking 
of  Granada,  signed  both  by  the  king 
and  queen ; the  convention  signed  by 
Boabdil,  in  Arabic  characters,  by  which 
he  agreed  to  quit  Spain  and  live  in 
Barbary ; the  title-deeds  of  the  Soto  de 
Roma , now  the  Duke  of  Wellington’s 
domain  ; the  cuentasdel  GranCapitan, 
and  many  of  his  original  dispatches, 
written  in  a loose  large  handwriting; 
the  Recamara,  or  inventories  of  Isa- 
bella’s jewels,  her  library,  and  trea- 
sures at  Segovia,  and  the  swords : 
among  them  are  noted  la  Tisona  del 
Cid,  la  Giosa  del  bel  cortar  of  Roldan, 
and  the  one  with  which  he  divided  the 
Pyrenees ; notice  particularly  her  last 
will,  a parchment  signed  by  her,  Oct. 
12,  1504,  Medina  del  Campo ; the  co- 
dicil of  Charles  V.,  San  Yuste,  Sept. 
9,  1558,  written  in  a trembling  hand,  1 
yet  enjoining  the  extirpation  of  here-  \ 
tics.  There  are  many  letters  of  Charles 
V.,  Philip  II.,  and  his  fit  wife,  our 
bloody  Mary;  many  and  most  curious 
papers  regarding  the  “ Invincible  Ar- 
mada,” the  outfit  and  expenses.  The 
documents  relating  to  our  Elizabeth, 
from  1558  to  1576,  have  been  made  the 
groundwork  of  Gonzalez's  admirable 
paper  (Mem*-  Acad.  Hist.,  vol.vii.  249): 
he  also  prepared  from  the  original  do- 
cuments La  Retirada,  or  retreat  of 
Charles  V.  at  San  Y uste,  now  at  Paris  ! 
(see  p.  277).  The  original  drafts  of 
Philip  II.'s  dispatches  to  his  ministers 
and  ambassadors  are  most  numerous  : 
they  are  corrected  and  interlined  with 
his  own  royal  loose  and  straggling 
handwriting. 

In  the  plain  below  the  castle  (July 
19,  934,  some  say  939),  king  Ramiro 
defeated  the  Moors,  killing  30,000,  or, 
as  some  say,  60,000  men  ; no  wonder, 
for,  according  to  Mariana  (viii.  5),  two 


angels  on  white  horses  fought  on  the 
Spanish  side.  Simancas  is  celebrated 
for  its  faithful  defence  of  Enrique  IV. 
against  the  league  in  1405.  The  rebels, 
headed  by  Archbishop  Carrillo,  had 
taken  Pefiaflor,  whereat  the  pe«ple  of 
Simancas  likened  him  to  the  primate 
Oppas,  who  betrayed  Don  Roderick, 
and  hung  him  in  effigy,  singing — 

“ Esta  et  Simancas 
Dm  Oppas  traidor 
Y no  PtnaJUnr  J” 

The  celebrated  Irish  rebel,  Hugh 
Roe  O’Donnell,  died  at  Simancas, 
Sept.  10,  1602:  he  had  fled  after  the 
defeat  of  Kinsalc,  with  many  of  his 
adherents,  to  Philip  III.,  because  the 
most  decided  enemy  of  England.  He 
had  pined  for  some  time  at  La  Co- 
runa, sickening  under  the  hope  defer- 
; red  of  broken  promises,  and,  coming  to 
urge  the  king,  died  here,  cursing  Punic 
! Spain,  and  remembering  his  sweet 
Argos.  From  this  date  commenced  the 
influx  of  Irish  priests,  outlaws,  and 
Pat-riotics,  who  settled  in  Spain,  and 
from  whom  were  descended  the  Blakes, 
O’Donojus,  &c.,  who  were  the  bitterest 
opponents  of  their  great  fellow-coun- 
tryman the  Duke,  in  his  efforts  to  de- 
liver their  newly-adopted  patria. 

Soon  we  enter  Valladolid  by  its  noble 
Campo  Grande.  The  best  inn  is  El 
Parador  de  las  Diligencias  Generales, 
Plaza  Santa  Ana, . kept  by  La  Bil- 
baina.  N.  B.  Do  not  confound  this 
with  the  Parador  de  las  Diligencias 
Peninsulares , Calle  de  la  Boariza,  which 
is  not  so  good. 

VALLADOLID,  the  Roman  Pincia, 
was  called  by  the  Moors  Belad - Walid, 
the  city  or  “ Laud  of  Walid  ” (El 
Welded  /.),  under  whose  kalifate  Spain 
was  conquered.  Some  Spaniards,  who 
dislike  Moorish  recollections,  derive 
the  name  from  Valle  de  Lid,  the  scene 
of  strife ; others  from  Vallis  Ofiveti, 
there  being  few  olives  in  this  cold  ele- 
vated district.  Belad  - Walid  was  re- 
covered in  920  by  Ordofio  II.,  who 
raised  a sculptured  lion,  a memorial  of 
his  victory,  on  the  site  of  El  Leon  de 
la  Catedral.  The  domain  was  granted 
by  Alonso  VI.  to  his  son-in-law,  the 
great  Count  Rodrigo  Gonzalez  Giron, 
who  gave  the  city  his  coat  of  arms. 
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“gules  three  banners  or.”  Some  heralds, 
however,  hold  these  “ girones  ” to  be 
“ flames  of  fire others  “ waves  of  the 
river an  orle  of  eight  castles  was 
afterwards  added.  When  the  male 
race  of  this  Giron  failed,  the  domain 
was  regranted  in  1090  to  the  Conde 
Pedro  Ausurez,  who  is  the  real  founder 
of  modern  Valladolid;  by  him  were 
rebuilt  the  bridge,  Sun  Nicolas,  La 
Antigua,  and  the  Hospital  of  the  Es- 
gueva.  He  died  leaving  only  a daugh- 
ter, and  the  grant  again  soon  relapsed 
to  the  crown.  The  city  rose  gradually 
in  population  and  wealth,  especially 
in  the  beginning  of  the  15th  century, 
when  it  was  made  the  residence  of 
Juan  II.  Then,  according  to  the  pro- 
verb, it  was  without  its  equal  in  Cas- 
tile : “Villa  ]>or  villa,  Valladolid  en 
Castilla.”  Under  Charles  V.  it  was 
adorned  with  splendid  edifices,  and  his 
son  Philip  II.,  born  here,  favoured  his 
native  town  ; he  gave  it  the  title  of 
city  in  159G,  having  induced  Clement 
VIII.  to  elevate  it  to  a bishopric  the 
year  before.  Madrid  rose  on  the  decay 
of  Valladolid,  as,  when  the  court  re- 
moved, the  sources  of  its  prosperity 
were  cut  off.  Philip  III.,  feeling  how 
much  better  the  situation  of  the  ancient 
capital  was  than  the  upstart  new  one, 
determined  to  re-establish  it,  and  quit- 
ted Madrid  in  IG01  ; but,  after  a five 
years’  absence,  the  translation  was  touud 
to  be  impossible.  Thus  a position  on 
a fine  river,  in  a rich  fertile  country 
abounding  in  fuel  and  corn,  and  uuder 
a better  climate,  was  abandoned  for  a 
mangy  desert,  exposed  to  the  death- 
pregnant  blast  of  the  Guadarrama. 
Navagiero  (35)  details  what  Valladolid 
then  was  in  all  its  glory  : it  contained 
more  than  .00,000  inhabitants,  now  it 
scarcely  numbers  24,000. 

Valladolid  pined  slowly  away,  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  decay  of  Spain,  until 
the  invasion  of  the  French,  when  ruin 
came  on  with  frightful  celerity  : Buo- 
naparte gave  the  signal  himself ; here 
he  lodged  and  loitered  from  Jan.  Gth 
to  17th,  1809,  while  defeating  Moore 
in  his  bulletins.  Here  he  wrote  para- 
graphs in  praise  of  the  Benedictines, 
to  be  read  in  Paris,  while  he  directed 
executions  of  monks  to  be  seen  in  Val- 


ftidolid.  Here  at  his  presence,  as  at 
Burgos,  Hope,  withering  fled,  and 
Mercy  sighed  farewell  ; his  first  feu- 
de-joie  was  the  burning  the  Trinitarios 
Descalzos, which  was  utterly  destroyed, 
with  the  glorious  retablo  by  Berru- 
guete,  on  the  third  night  after  his  ar- 
rival. He  next  dismantled  the  Domi- 
nican college,  the  grandest  building  in 
the  city  ; then  his  imitators  proceeded 
to  gut  the  Carmen  de  los  Calzados, 
where  they  tore  down  the  retablo  of 
Hernandez,  broke  his  finest  works, 
violated  his  grave,  and  turned  the 
chapel  into  an  hospital.  They  then 
pillaged  the  San  Juan  de  Letran,  and 
stole  the  Rincon  paintings.  Next  they 
emptied  the  magnificent  Agustinos  Cal- 
zados, and  made  it  a straw  magazine  ; 
now  it  is  a barrack.  They  subse- 
quently entirely  ruined  San  Pablo,  and 
desecrated  Santiago,  destroying  the 
masterpieces  of  Juni  and  Tordesillas. 

The  city  had  been  previously  sacked, 
Dec.  20,  1808,  the_day  on  which  the 
invaders  first  entered  ; it  afterwards 
became  the  head-quarters  of  Keller- 
mann,  who,  fit  successor  to  Bessieres, 
spared  neither  church  nor  cottage,  age 
nor  sex,  man  nor  beast.  Civil  wars 
and  sequestrations  have  carried  out 
what  the  foreign  foe  commenced ; and 
there  are  few  cities  in  Spain  where 
the  lover  of  antiquarian  and  religious 
pursuits  will  be  more  pained  than  in 
Valladolid.  Nowhere  has  recent  de- 
struction been  more  busy  ; witness  San 
Benito,  San  Diego,  San  Francisco,  San 
Gabriel,  &c.,  almost  swept  away,  their 
precious  altars  broken,  their  splendid 
sepulchres  dashed  to  pieces ; hence  the 
sad  change  from  the  treasures  of  art 
and  religion  which  are  recorded  by 
previous  travellers. 

Vaulalolid  lies  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Pisuerga,  which  is  here  joined  by 
the  Esgueva;  the  latter  divides  the 
town,  acting  as  a sewer.  These  rivers 
sometimes  overflow,  and  occasion  in- 
finite damage,  both  in  the  town  and  in 
the  environs  ; a plan  is  now  on  foot  to 
deepen  the  bed.  The  Alamedas  on 
the  river-banks  are  pleasant : to  the 
N.E.  is  el  Prado  de  la  Magdalena, 
on  the  Esgueva,  which  is  crossed  by 
the  central  bridge  de  las  Chirimias. 
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On  the  Pisuerga  are  el  Expolon  nuevo 
and  el  Plantio  de  Moreras,  pleasant 
and  shady  walks  which  lead  up  to  the 
fine  bridge,  or  rather  bridges ; for,  the 
ancient  one  being  narrow,  another  was 
built  alongside  of  it  by  the  Conde  de 
Ansurez.  The  grand  suburban  Ala- 
meda is  on  the  Campo  Grande.  This 
city  is  placed  in  a concave  valley  ; the 
sloping  hills  on  the  r.  bank  of  the 
Pisuerga  look  barren  and  clayey,  with 
reddish  streaks  or  strata.  The  Canal 
de  Castilla,  which  begins  at  Alar  del 
Rey,  terminates  at  Valladolid,  and,  if 
ever  completed,  will  do  much  to 
restore  a portion  of  former  prosperity  : 
it  is  the  capital  of  its  province,  and 
the  residence  of  the  captain-general  of 
Old  Castile;  the  see  is  suffragan  to 
Toledo.  It  lias  16  parishes,  an  acade- 
my of  fine  arts,  a university,  a liceo, 
theatre,  museo,  public  library,  hospi- 
tals, Casa  de  Espositos,  and  usual 
public  establishments,  and  high  court 
of  Chancery.  The  town  has  few  social 
attractions : the  climate  is  damp  in 
winter,  and  cold  from  its  elevation,- 
while  the  summer  suns  scorch  fiercely, 
but  it  is  not,  however,  unhealthy  ; 
recently  some  new  foundries,  mills, 
and  manufactories  have  been  set  up. 
The  inhabitants  are  genuine  old  Cas- 
tilians, grave,  formal,  and  honourable. 
Here  Columbus  died,  May  20,  1506; 
here  Philip  II.  was  born,  May  21, 
1527.  For  local  histories,  consult 
‘ Las  Ercekncias  de  Valladolid,’  An- 
tonio Da^a,  duo.,  Valladolid,  1627, 
and  especially  for  the  hagiography  of 
its  tutelar  saint,  Pedro  Regalado ; 
* Viaje  Artistico,’  8vo.,  Isidoro  Bo- 
sarte,  Madrid,  1804.  p. 99;  Ponz,  ‘Vi- 
aje these  explain  the  artistical  trea- 
sures before  the  invasion.  The  ‘ Com- 
pendia Historico  Descriptivo,’  publish- 
ed by  Julian  Pastor  in  1843,  is  useful, 
and  contains  a catalogue  of  the  con- 
tents of  the  new  Museo.  There  is  a 
map  of  the  city  by  Diego  Perez  Mar- 
tinez. The  Esgueva  is  the  aorta  and 
imperfect  sewer  of  the  town.  We  will 
commence  our  sight-seeing  above  the 
bridge  de  las  Chirimias,  keeping  on 
the  r.  bank : in  the  first  street  is  the 
site  of  the  Inquisition,  the  Chancilleria, 
and  the  prison. 


The  great  Chancery,  or  court  of 
appeal  for  the  N.  of  Spain,  was 
fixed  here  by  Juan  II.  in  1442,  and 
wras  moved  to  the  present  building  by 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  who  appro- 
priated the  mansion  of  the  ill-fated 
Alonso  Perez  de  Vivero.  Over  the 
court  of  this  Chancery  is  the  motto 
“ Jura  fidem  ac  pcenam  reddit  sua 
munera  cuuctis,”  which  seems  rather 
strong  to  all  who  know  what  Spanish 
Justicia  is,  let  alone  chancery  in  gene- 
ral. This  Chancery  was  in  the  N. 
what  that  of  Granada  was  to  the  S.,  a 
monopoly  ; as  the  distances  from  other 
provinces  were  great  and  inconvenient, 
it  was  divided  in  1835,  and  an  Audien- 
cia  established  at  Burgos,  in  order  to 
render  the  court  of  appeal  nearer  to 
suitors  from  Aragon  aud  Catalonia. 
Previously,  however  it  might  ruin 
suitors,  it  benefited  the  practitioners 
and  Valladolid,  as  it  encouraged  the 
residence  of  lawyers,  and  occasioned 
an  influx  of  clients,  witnesses,  and 
students  : hence  jurisprudence  has 
always  been,  and  still  is,  one  of  the 
chief  studies  of  this  city’s  university. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Audiencia  of 
Valladolid  extends  over  965,300  souls  : 
the  number  of  tried  in  1844  was  3256, 
which  is  about  one  in  every  296  per- 
sons. 

Passing  next  into  the  Plaza  de  San 
Benito  el  viejo,  and  then  into  the  larger 
one,  del  Palacio,  is  the  royal  palace  of 
Philip  III.  Although  the  exterior  is 
commonplace,  it  has  a noble  Berru- 
guete  staircase  and  two  patios:  the 
smaller  is  called  el  Zaguan,  and  the 
larger  has  a fine  gallery,  la  Saboi/a, 
which  was  restored  by  Pedro  Gonzalez 
for  Ferdinand  VII.:  observe  also  the 
busts  of  Spanish  monarchs.  In  this 
house  Buonaparte  was  lodged,  and, 
looking  out  of  his  window  everpr 
morning  on  two  of  the  noblest  speci- 
mens of  religious  Gothic  art  in  the 
world,  destined  both  to  desecration 
and  ruin.  The  first  was  the  Domini- 
can convent,  San  Pablo,  which  was 
rebuilt  in  1463  by  Cardinal  JuanTor- 
quemada,  originally  a monk  of  the 
older  convent,  and  the  ferociqus  in- 
quisidor  of  Seville.  The  rich  facade, 
attributed  to  Juan  and  Simon  de  Colo- 
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nia,  consists  of  two  divisions : observe 
the  beautiful  portal,  and  elaborate  oval, 
with  niche- work  and  figures ; the  up- 
per portion  is  crowned  with  the  arms 
of  the  Cardinal  Duke  of  Lerrna,  its 
subsequent  patron,  who  was  buried 
here ; his  splendid  tomb  is  in  the 
Museo.  The  church  is  lofty  and 
noble,  but  disfigured  by  a paltry  mo- 
dern high  altar,  which  has  been  erected 
in  place  of  the  former  magnificent  one 
which  the  French  broke  to  pieces. 
The  picture  of  St.  Paul  struck  blind  is 
by  Bartolomd  Cardenas : observe  the 
beautiful  portals  at  each  side  of  the 
altar,  and  the  roof,  which,  being  out 
of  reach,  is  not  defiled ; the  patio  or 
cloister  is  exquisite.  The  celebrated 
statues  by  Hernandez,  a glorious  sepul- 
chre, the  pictures,  plate,  library,  &c., 
were  all  swept  away  by  one  sentence 
of  Buonaparte : “ Sa  majesty,”  says  he 
himself,  “ a ordonnfe  la  suppression  du 
Couvent  des  Dominieains,  dans  lequel 
un  Fran<;ais  a ete  tue but  even  this 
pretext  was  untrue,  for  an  eye-witness 
on  the  spot  assured  us  that  this  French- 
man died  a victim  to  his  own  brutal 
excesses.  San  Pablo  was  next  made 
by  the  invaders  a storehouse  for  forage, 
and  now  is  a prison  for  galley  slaves, 
and  a den  of  tnieves,  whose  oaths  re- 
sound where  prayers  once  ascended. 

Adjoining  to  San  Pablo  is  the  Do- 
minican Colegio  de  San  Gregorio, 
founded  in  1488  by  Alonso  de  Burgos, 
Bishop  of  Palencia.  The  architect  was 
one  Macias  Carpintero  of  Medina  del 
Campo,  who  killed  himself  in  1490,  a 
rare  instance  in  Oriental  Spain,  where 
suicide  is  almost  unknown  ; his  plans, 
however,  were  worked  out  The 
Gothic  faqade,  if  possible,  is  more 
floridly  elaborate  than  that  of  San 
Pablo ; observe  the  basket-work  of 
interwoven  trees,  the  armorial  shields, 
the  heralds,  wild  men  and  boys.  The 
Berruguete  cornice,  with  heads,  fes- 
toons, and  angels,  is  of  later  date  and 
by  other  artists.  For  this  once  splendid 
temple  Juan  de  Juni  carved  a grand 
Retablo,  in  which  the  founder  was 
represented  kneeling;  he  was  buried 
before  it,  and  his  effigy  clad  in  his 
episcqpal  robes  lay  on  a marble  sarco- 
phagus, resembling  the  royal  tombs  j 
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of  Granada,  a work  ascribed  by  some 
| to  Berruguete : and  the  device,  “ Ope- 
j ribus  credite,”  referred  l>oth  to  the 
' good  works  of  the  artist  and  the  prelate. 
; He  was  a magnificent  patron  of  art  and 
learning,  and  the  friend  and  confessor 
j of  Isabella:  his  library  was  superb, 
and  a part  of  the  room  yet  remains 
with  its  spleudid  artesonado  roof,  for 
Buonaparte  ordered  the  pile  to  l>e 
destroyed,  and  it  was  done.  The 
cloister  is  glorious ; observe  the  rich 
ajimez  arches  of  the  upper  gallery, 
and  the  wreathed  spiral  columns : the 
style  is  a transition  from  the  Gothic 
to  the  Grteco- Romano;  the  arms  and 
badges  of  the  Catholic  kings  mark  the 
period. 

At  the  back  of  the  Palacio  is  the 
I Calle  de  Leon,  so  called  from  the  lion 
carved  over  the  house  No,  2 ; thence 
pass  through  the  Plaza  de  los  Leones 
and  Sail  Miauel  up  a narrow  street  to 
that  of  el  Almirante,  opposite  to  whose 
ancient  mansion  with  quaint  windows 
is  el  Penitencial  de  las  Angustias,  or 
Santa  Maria  de  las  Angustias.  The 
facade  is  seen  to  advantage  from  the 
open  space  in  front : according  to  an 
inscription  over  the  coro,  it  was  built 
by  Martin  Sanchez  de  Aranzamendi  in 
1 604,  after  designs,  it  is  said,  of  Her- 
rera ; the  under  portion  of  the  Corin- 
thian facade  contains  good  statues  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  a Pieta. 
The  interior  was  once  a museum  of 
painted  sculpture,  but  most  of  the  finest 
things  by  Hernandez  have  been  re- 
moved to  the  Museo.  The  Dead 
j Christ  in  the  arms  of  the  Virgin,  by 
Hernandez,  was  a truly  Michael  Ange- 
' lesque  composition  of  maternal  grief. 
The  Retablo  of  Corinthian  order,  with 
black  and  gold  ornaments,  contained 
the  Annunciation  ; and  several  “ Pasos" 
are  still  stowed  away  here:  visit  this 
chapel  to  'see  the  celebrated  Dolorosa, 
by  Juan  de  Juni,  placed  in  a churri- 
gueresque  chapel  under  a tinsel  red 
and  gold  temple.  It  is  also  called  la 
Sefiora  de  los  Cuchillos,  from  the  seven 
swords  which  pierce  her  breast;  the 
blades  are  modern,  and  mar  the  image, 
which,  a masterpiece  of  Juni,  is  gravel* 
out  of  Sorian  pine ; it  is  larger  than 
life,  clad  like  a widow,  and  seated  oq 
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a rock.  Nothing  can  be  deeper  than 
the  expression  of  grief ; but  the  natives 
never  have  feit  this  work  of  art,  as  a 
Coude  de  Rivadavia  wished  to  cover 
over  the  noble  draperies  with  modern 
finery ; and  when  the  figure  was  taken 
out  as  a Paso  in  the  holy  week,  for 
which  it  was  never  intended,  the 
carvers  of  regular  portable  figures 
laughed  at  it,  calling  it  la  Zupatuda, 
the  clumsy-shod. 

Leaving  the  Angustias,  we  approach 
the  Esgueva,  whose  bridges,  arches, 
and  narrow  overhanging  streets  are 
very  Prout-like.  Crossing  the  Puente 
de  Magana , is  the  Plaza  of  the  Univer- 
sity, founded  in  1346  by  Alonso  XI., 
and  at  present  one  of  the  most  fre- 
quented in  Spain,  especially  by  stu- 
dents in  jurisprudence.  The  two  col- 
leges, one  for  the  Scotch,  and  the  other 
for  the  English,  are  now  merged  into 
one,  destined  for  the  Irish.  The  edi- 
fice of  this  universidad  has  been  mo- 
dernised ; but  oue  old  Gothic  gate  yet 
remains,  which  leads  into  the  Calle  de 
la  libreria.  The  facade  is  overdone 
with  churrigueresque,  Corinthian  and 
nondescript  ornaments,  and  an  abor- 
tion of  heavy  statues,  which  profess  to 
represent  certain  sciences.  The  inte- 
rior is  not  so  bad  ; the  chapel  altar  is 
surrounded  by  an  iron  railing,  and 
when  honorary  degrees  are  granted  is 
filled  with  doctors.  In  la  Sola  del 
Claustro  are  some  second-rate  portraits 
of  Spanish  kings. 

Near  it  is  what  was  el  Colegio 
Mayor  de  Santa  Cruz,  one  of  the  six 
larger  colleges  in  Spain  (see  Sala- 
mauca,  p.  292).  Founded  in  1494  by 
Cardinal  Pedro  Gonzalez  de  Mendoza, 
it  was  built  by  Henrique  de  Egas. 
The  excellent  renaissance  style  is  well 
seen  from  its  plaza.  The  frontal  is  ela- 
borate, the  pilasters  Corinthian,  the  cor- 
nice classical,  and  the  parapet  striking. 
The  founder  kneels  before  the  Virgin 
over  the  studded  door.  Unfortunately, 
iu  1719,  some  modern  attempts  to 
“ beautify  and  repair  ” have  marred 
the  general  effect.  The  colegio  is  well 
kept:  observe  in  the  Patio  the  ball 
ornaments,  the  arms  of  the  founder, 
aud  the  balustrades.  This  edifice  has 
recently  been  destined  for  the  museo, 


in  which  are  got  together  the  pictures, 
carvings,  and  images  of  the  suppressed 
convents.  The  indifferent  paintings 
are  arranged  in  three  galleries  in  the 
Patio,  while  those  which  are  some- 
what better  are  placed  in  separate 
saloons  in  the  interior.  In  the  second 
galeria  is  the  fine  college  library,  con- 
sisting of  some  14,000  volumes,  and 
very  rich  in  civil  law  and  topography ; 
there  are  also  some  maps  and  coins. 
The  garden  front  is  plain  and  de- 
corous. 

We  shall  refer  to  the  numbers  of 
Pastor's  Compendio  for  the  contents  of 
the  Museo,  otherwise  it  is  as  meagre  in 
regard  to  historical  and  artistical  in- 
formation as  an  auctioneer’s  catalogue. 
There  is  no  attempt  to  distinguish  the 
older  masters,  no  clue  to  tell  posterity 
from  what  particular  convent  they 
came.  Many  of  the  early  pictures  are 
curious,  but  a large  proportion  of  the 
collection  is  rubbish,  and  cruelly  re- 
stored and  repainted.  Pictorial  art 
was  never  so  much  studied  as  sculp- 
tural in  this  province  of  Leon,  and  the 
best  painters  were  foreigners,  Vicente 
Carducho,  Rubens,  Arsenio  Mascagni, 
a Florentine,  Bartolome  Cardenas,  a 
Portuguese,  1547-1606,  and  patronised 
by  Lerma  and  Philip  III.  The  pic- 
tures of  Rubens,  of  Diego  Valentiu 
Diaz,  and  of  Diego  Frutos  (both  native 
artists),  deserve  most  notice.  The 
other  objects  best  worth  attention  are 
the  bronzes  of  P.  Leoni,  and  the 
wooden-painted  sculptures ; of  these  the 
finest  are  by  Berruguete,  Juan  de  Juni, 
and  Hernandez.  Much  of  the  religious 
prestige  is  lost  to  these  images,  now 
removed  from  the  altars,  and  as  it  were 
dethroned  from  Olympus.  They  are 
no  longer  seen  in  the  positions  and 
lights  for  which  their  artists  intended 
them,  while  the  groups  are  broken  up 
and  subjects  separated : the  effect  some- 
what resembles  Madame  Tussaud’s 
wax  figures ; the  original  sentiment  is 
destroyed ; and  one  sighs  to  behold  the 
severe  colourless  naked  simplicity  of 
the  Greek  metamorphosed  into  gaudy 
tinsel-clad  colossal  dolls.  However 
mistaken  the  piety  which  could  adore 
them,  and  the  bad  taste  which  com- 
pelled the  artist  to  degrade  his  talents, 
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it  is  impossible  to  deny  the  startling  1 pride  of  his  mastery  over  a difficult 
merit  of  some  of  these  works.  This  material,  by  which  inferior  minds  are 
Museo  is  the  creation  of  accident  and  every  moment  hampered  : they  tri- 
individual  energy.  Don  Pedro  Gon-  umphed  like  creators,  when  breathing 
zalez,  director  of  the  Academy,  by  his  the  divine  spirit  of  life  into  senseless 
own  activity  and  love  for  art,  rescued  blocks. 

these  brands  from  the  burning  in  a His  successor,  Gregorio  Hernandez, 
moment  of  general  vandalism.  He  was  born  in  Gallicia  in  1566,  but  lived 
alone  did  it,  and  to  him  be  the  glory,  always  in  Valladolid,  where  he  died 
for  the  Diputacion  provincial  wanted  Jan.  22,  1636.  Many  of  his  finest 
funds,  and  cared  for  none  of  these  works  were  burnt  and  broken  by  the 
things ; their  sole  assistance  was  the  French,  who  destroyed  his  tomb,  and 
lending  six  galley-slaves  to  move  the  scattered  his  ashes  to  the  dust,  as  they 
objects.  did  those  of  Velazquez  and  Murillo, 

One  word,  before  entering,  on  two  and  Hernandez  was.  the  Murillo  of 
great  sculptors  whose  names  have  Castilian  sculpture;  he  loved  the 
scarcely  escaped  from  isolated  Spain ; gentler  passions,  and  idolized  nature  * 
first  and  foremost  is  Juan  de  Juni,  the  in  preference  to  the  ideal.  He  avoided 
Herrera  el  Viejo  of  Castilian  sculpture,  the  violence  of  Juan  de  Juni,  and  the 
He  felt  the  grandiose  and  daring  style  attitudinarian  anatomical  style.  His 
of  M.  Angelo,  and  emancipated  sculp-  soul  was  in  his  work,  and  a deep  true 
ture  from  the  timid  fetters  of  conven-  religious  sentiment  elevated  his  voca- 
tional attitudes,  as  Dedalus  did  among  tion  to  the  high  character  of  the  artist 
the  ancients.  Nothing  is  known  of  combined  in  the  priest.  He  felt  the 
his  country  or  birth,  and  Cean  Bermu-  awful  responsibility  of  the  maker  not 
dez  suspects  that  he  was  an  Italian,  merely  of  “ stocks  and  stones,”  or  ob- 
it is  certain  that  he  studied  in  Italy,  jects  of  beauty  and  art  to  be  admired, 
and  was  brought  to  Spain  by  Pedro  but  of  representations  of  the  Deity,  to 
Alvarez  de  Acosta,  Bishop  of  Oporto,  be  bowed  down  to  and  worshipped, 
and  afterwards  of  Leon  and  Osma.  He,  like  Angelico  da  Fiesole  and 
Juni  was  a much  more  profound  ana-  ' Juanes,  never  proceeded  to  his  task 
tomist  than  most  Spaniards.  The  In-  without  purifying  his  soul  by  prayer, 
quisition,  by  prohibiting  dissection,  and  endeavouring  to  elevate  his  mind 
kept  surgery  in  the  hands  of  barbers,  to  his  holy  task ; thus  his  refined  art 
while  by  prohibiting  nudity,  a know-  rendered  intelligible  those  touching 
ledge  of  draperies,  not  or  anatomy,  and  pathetic  passages  from  holy  writ 
sufficed  for  the  artist.  Juni,  fierce  which  otherwise  in  the  negation  of  the 
and  fiery  in  design,  bold  and  learned  translated  Bible  to  the  people,  must 
in  execution,  was  occasionally  extra-  have  remained  buried  in  an  unknown 
vagant  in  his  attitudes:  his  was  what  tongue:  he  spoke  to  the  many  through 
the  Germans  call  a “ sturm  und  drang  ” the  universally-understood  language 
style,  one  of  sound  and  fury ; but  it  of  the  eve,  and  made  sculpture  a 
signified  something,  and  expressed  the  means  of  religious  education,  for 
sentiment  of  Action,  such  as  suits  the  rarely  in  his  liand  was  it  prostituted 
impassioned  temperament  of  the  South,  to  monkish  hagiology  and  deception. 
From  his  aiming  at  scientific  display.  Truly  devout,  his  works  of  relaxation 
his  forms  often  bordered  on  contortion,  were  those  of  charity ; he  attended  the 
and  his  colour  was  over-Florentine  sick,  and  buried  the  friendless  dead, 
hard  and  leaden,  such,  indeed,  as  that  Visit,  therefore,  the  humble  dwelling 


of  his  friend  Berruguete,  a co-pupil  of  where  he  lived  23  long  years,  and 
Michael  Angelo,  and  all  three  archi-  produced  such  immortal  works  (see 
tects,  sculptors,  and  painters ; but  p.  344). 

flexibility  and  transparency  of  skin  are  There  is  much  commonplace  in  tills 
always  lost  in  painted  sculpture.  Juni,  museum.  As  at  Granada,  the  French 
like  his  great  master,  joyed  in  daring  and  Spaniards  have  picked  out  most 
strokes  of  the  chisel,  as  if  in  conscious  of  the  plums.  The  sculpture  and  pio- 
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tures  by  Rubens  are  down  stairs ; the 
paintings  are  above.  On  the  ground- 
floor,  in  a small  room  entered  from 
the  patio , is  the  former  retablo  of  San 
Benito,  which  when  seen  as  we  saw 
it,  in  its  original  situation,  was,  both 
to  its  architecture,  sculpture,  and 
painting,  a chef-d’oeuvre  of  Berru- 
guete,  1 526-32.  The  figures  are  some- 
what too  small,  the  Virgin  and  tutelar 
saint  alone  being  as  large  as  life.  The 
colouring  is  rather  leaden  ; the  best 
compositions  are  a Nativity,  with  a 
fine  Virgin  and  angels  kneeling  be- 
hind ; a Flight  into  Egypt ; two  grand 
subjects  in  chiaro  oscvro  on  a gilded 
ground,  a Sibyl,  and-  a female  ap- 
proaching a seated  man,  are  quite 
Michael-Angelesque.  This  retablo  re- 
sembles that  at  Salamanca  (p.  297). 
Bosarte  (p.  359)  has  printed  the  ori- 
ginal contracts  and  specifications,  and 
subsequent  disputes.  Commencing  at 
la  Entrada  del  Museo  (p.  85,  cata- 
logue), is  the  portrait  of  the  founder, 
the  great  Cardinal  Pedro  Gonzalez 
Mendoza,  long  the  “Tertius  Rex”  of 
Castile.  Who  and  what  this  mighty 
churchman  was  is  detailed  in  his  in- 
teresting Chronica  de  el  gran  Cardenal 
de  Espana,  Pedro  de  Salazar,  fol.  To- 
ledo, 1625.  In  the  Galeria  primera 
are  some  bad  paintings  from  Fran- 
ciscan convents.  The  carved  walnut 
choir  seats  ranged  round  the  room, 
and  some  statues,  are  better.  Passing 
on  to  the  Salon  grande.  No.  4,  is  a 
Virgin  and  Child  by  Francisco  Me- 
neses,  the  favourite  pupil  of  Murillo. 
The  Escalera  principal  is  hung  with 
portraits  of  monks  and  now  venerable 
forgotten  friars.  In  the  Galeria  se- 
tt da  observe  Nos.  1 and  2,  Chapters 
Id  at  Valladolid  and  Rome,  painted 
by  Diego  Frutos.  Nos.  3 to  24  re- 
present divers  passages  in  the  Life  of 
Fray  Pedro  Regalado,  the  tutelar  saint 
of  Valladolid,  to  understand  which 
refer  to  Da9a’s  Life  (see  p.  336),  who 
devotes  204  pages  to  his  miracles,  &c. 
In  the  Escalera  segunda.  No.  15,  St. 
Francis  feeding  6000  Friars  in  the 
Desert,  in  imitation  of  Christ ; Diego 
Frutos.  In  No.  4,  the  same  saint 
raises  30  dead  to  life  at  once ; in  the 
Galeria  tercera  are  30  other  pictures 


of  Regalado’s  miracles,  and  a series  of 
bad  portraits  of  Benedictine  monks. 

Enter  next  the  Gran  Salon,  which 
is  127  feet  long,  25  wide,  and  50  high 
(see  p.  4,5  catalogue).  Here  are  the 
celebrated  pictures  by  Rubens,  which 
long  formed  the  boast  of  the  nunnery 
at  Fuen  SalduHa;  sent  to  the  Louvre 
by  the  French,  and  disgorged  after 
Waterloo,  they  were  then  much  neg- 
lected by  the  nuns,  who  wanted  the 
means  of  even  framing  them.  The 
subjects  are.  No.  1,-an  Assumption  of 
the  Virgin.— No.  12,  San  Antonio  of 
Padua. — No.  14,  St.  Francis  receiving 
the  Stigmata.  The  Spaniards,  who, 
however  they  dislike  foreigners,  ad- 
mire foreign  things,  rave  about  these 
rather  sprawling  tawdry  compositions, 
which  will  no  more  stand  comparison 
with  Velazquez  or  Murillo  than  a 
Flemish  cart-horse  with  an  Andalucian 
barb.  The  Assumption  is  the  largest 
and  finest ; but  in  the  others  the  saints 
are  sensual  commonplace  Dutchmen, 
while  the  cherubs,  with  their  wigs  of 
hair,  are  most  unangelic.  The  land- 
scape in  the  St.  Francis  is  very  fine, 
painted  in  those  grey  sober  tones  which 
Rubens  must  have  caught  from  Velaz- 
quez.— No.  4,  San  Diego,  by  Vicente 
Garducho,  1585-1638. — No.  5,  an  An- 
nunciation, by  Jose  Martinez,  who 
lived  in  Valladolid  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  imitated  the  Florentine 
school.  This  picture  was  saved  from 
San  Agustin,  when  the  French  de- 
stroyed the  others,  with  the  glorious 
azulqos,  finished  in  1598,  after  de- 
signs of  Martinez.— No.  6,  a Bodegon 
ascribed  to  Velazquez. — No.  13,  The 
Last  Supper,  Antonio  Pareda,  born  in 
Valladolid,  1599,  ob.  1678.— No.  24,  a 
Conception. — No.  16,  San  Elias,  Diego 
Diaz.  In  the  centre  of  the  saloon  are 
the  gilt  bronzes  of  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Lerma,  by  Pompeio  Leoni 
of  Milan,  rescued  from  San  Pablo, 
when  it  was  all  but  destroyed  by 
Buonaparte’s  order. — Nos.  3 and  4,  the 
two  Angels,  near  the  Assumption  of 
Rubens,  are  sculptured  by  Hernandez. 
— Nos.  5 and  6,  San  Miguel  and  San 
Juan,  are  by  Berruguete,  by  whom 
also  are  the  carved  walnut  choir  seats 
round  the  saloon,  which  came  from 
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San  Benilo : he  was  assisted  in  these  j 
very  fine  works  by  his  worthy  pupil  t 
Gaspar  de  Tordesillas.  The  saint 
over  each  stall  and  coat  of  arms  indi-  . 
cate  the  particular  seat  of  the  heads  of 
each  Benedictine  convent  in  Spain, 
when  they  assembled  in  grand  chapter 
at  Valladolid. 

In  the  Sala  primera : Nos.  5 and  9, 
San  Francisco,  are  by  Vicente  Cardu- 
cho,  and  fine. — No.  8,  the  Jubilee  of 
La  Porciuncula  (see  Index),  by  Diego 
Valentin  Diaz. — No.  15,  Santo  Do- 
mingo bestowing  alms  ; Bartolome 
Cardenas. —No.  33,  a Descent  from 
the  Cross;  Bassauo  (Leandro).  In 
the  Sala  segunda:  No.  2,  St.  Peter; 
Ribera. — Nos.  4 and  10,  Adoration  of 
Kings  and  Shepherds ; Bartolome  Car- 
denas. In  the  Sala  tercera,  observe 
No.  29,  Virgin  and  Child;  and  No. 
33,  Santa  Ana  and  Infant,  and  several 
others  equally  •curious  from  their  an- 
tiquity. In  the  Sala  cuarta:  No.  1, 
Holy  Family,  from  San  Benito,  a 
truly  Florentine  picture,  and  the  mas- 
terpiece of  the  author;  it  is  signed 
Didacus  Dizas  pictor,  1621  (not  71,  as 
stated  in  the  catalogue,  p.  58),  for  he 
died  in  1660. — Nos.  4,  5,  and  6 are 
attributed  to  Rubens  (?).  On  a sca- 
gliola  table  is  a model  of  the  Convento 
del  Prado,  by  Col  Leon  Gil  de  Pala- 
cios, by  whom  there  are  such  admi- 
rable works  of  the  same  kind  at 
Madrid. 

The  Sala  quinta  contains  some  poor 
performances  of  the  feeble  Bayeu  and 
Palomino. — Nos.  20  and  22,  Passages 
in  the  Life  of  Santo  Domingo ; Barto- 
lome Cardenas.  Observe  a fine  bronze 
crucifix  by  Pompeio  Leoni.  In  the 
Sala  sesta,  No.  3,  is  a San  Joaquin 
and  Child,  attributed  to  Murillo,  and, 
if  so,  it  is  in  his  earliest  manner. — j 
No.  8,  St.  Peter;  Ribera.  In  the  Sala  , 
aetima,  No.  24,  a carved  Retablo,  with 
■early  pictures  of  St.  John,  the  Virgin,  j 
and  St.  Benedict.  In  the  Sala  nocena, 
No.  16,  a San  Bruno,  by  Zurbaran. — . 
No.  18, an  Annunciation;  Alessandro  | 
Bronzino.  In  the  Sala  decima,  No. 
13,  the  Legend  of  the  Vine  Stock,  . 
curious  for  subject  (see  p.  344). — No. 
24,  Christ,  the  Virgin,  and  Magdalen ; 
Ribalta  (?). 


But  the  sculpture  is  far  more  in- 
teresting, nor  can  the  great  Castilian 
school  be  any  where  better  studied 
than  here.  Begin  therefore  at  p.  75 
of  catalogue,  Sala  primera:  No.  1, 
three  little  statues;  Berruguete. — No. 
2,  Santa  Teresa  de  Jesus,  from  la 
Carmen,  a masterpiece  of  Hernandez. 
— No.  3,  by  do.,  St.  Francis. — No.  7, 
do.,  Christ  bearing  the  Cross ; a superb 
Paso. — No.  11,  Sepulture  of  Christ; 
Juan  de  Juni,  very  fine. — No.  14. 
another  Santa  Teresa,  hy  Hernandez. 
— No.  16,  San  Antonio,  by  Juni. — No. 
18,  Juni,  a most  Murillo-like  Virgin 
giving  the  Scapulary  to  Simon  Stock. 
— No.  20,  San  Bruno;  Juni,  very 
grand.— No.  22,  a beautiful  Virgin  by 
Hernandez,  from  la  Carmen. — No. 
24,  San  Antonio,  the  first  Hermit; 
Juni.  Observe  also  all  the  small  sta- 
tues by  Berruguete.  Sala  segunda: 
No.  5,  a curious  Gothic  bas  relief.— 
No.  28,  S.  Dimas,  the  Good  Thief ; 
Hernandez. — No.  29,  Death  of  the 
Saviour,  do.,  fine. — Notice  some  more 
statues  by  Berruguete.  Sala  tercera, 
are  some  Pasos  by  Hernandez;  and 
No.  23,  the  Pieta,  do.,  very  grand; 
also  Nos.  26,  27,  from  the  Angustias  ; 
the  Good  and  Bad  Thief,  by  Leon 
Leoni. — No.  36,  Baptism  of  Christ; 
Hernandez,  fine. — No.  37,  do..  Burial 
of  Christ. — Nos.  39  and  40,  2 Letterns. 
In  the  Sala  de  Juntas:  No.  16,  Por- 
trait of  Cardinal  Mendoza.  Observe 
the  small  statues  and  crucifixes ; and 
Nos.  34,  35,  the  Escritorios  and  tables, 
and  various  articles  of  altar  furniture. 

Quitting  the  Museo,  and  returning 
by  the  Universidad,  next  visit  the  ca- 
thedral. The  older  Colegiata  was 
taken  down  by  Philip  IL,  who  directed 
Herrera  in  1585  to  prepare  plans  for  a 
new  edifice ; these  and  a wooden  model 
exist  in  the  archives,  which  are  very 
complete,  and  should  be  looked  at. 
Philip  granted  as  a building  fund  the 
monopoly  of  the  sale  of  children’s 
horn- books ; the  works  proceeded 
during  his  life,  and  then,  as  usual  in 
the  East  and  Spain,  were  discontinued. 
If  they  had  been  completed,  the  edi- 
fice, as  Herrera  said,  would  have  been 
“ un  todo  sin  igual.”  The  design  w as 
a pure  Grajco-Romano  elevation ; but 
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unfortunately  his  design  was  tampered 
with  by  Alberto  Churriguera  in  1 729, 
and  the  abominable  Sun,  Moon,  Ave 
Maria,  &c.,  were  added. 

The  facade  is  Doric,  the  favourite 
order  of  this  severe  master.  The 
noble  arch  above  the  principal  entrance 
is  50  feet  high  by  24.  Only  one  of  the 
four  intended  towers  was  finished : 
simple  and  well  proportioned,  of  260 
feet  high,  it  was  terminated  with  a 
cupola,  but  fell  down  in  May  31,  1841, 
and  has  not  been  rebuilt.  The  inte- 
rior bespeaks  the  classical  proportions 
of  Herrera  iu  its  simple,  unadorned, 
untinseled  condition,  and,  like  the 
chapel  of  the  Escorial,  it  breathes  the 
true  grandeur  of  architecture.  It  is 
disfigured  by  an  oversized  reja  and  a 
huge  wall  which  the  tasteless  canons 
have  reared  up,  and  which  in  these 
days  of  pulling  down  ought  instantly 
to  be  removed.  The  form  of  the  inte- 
rior is  an  oblong  quadrangle  411  feet 
long  by  404  broad.  A trascoro  of  later 
date  cuts  up  as  usual  the  size,  and  the 
Silleria  del  coro,  which  belonged  to 
the  old  Gothic  colegiata , is  misplaced 
in  this  classical  pile  of  Corinthian  pi- 
lasters ; that  in  walnut  from  San  Pa- 
blo is  more  appropriate,  and  was  de- 
signed by  Herrera  for  the  Duke  of 
Lerma,  and  cost  the  then  enormous 
sum  of  30,000  ducats.  In  the  altar 
mayor  is  an  Assumption  by  Zacarias 
Velazquez. 

Particular  inquiry  should  be  made 
for  a celebrated  miraculous  relic,  and 
for  the  shrine  in  which  it  is  guarded ; 
both  once  were  at  the  convent  of  San 
Benito,  which  was  frequented  from  far 
and  near  by  pious  worshippers : it  is 
called  el  Cristo  de  la  Cepa,  “ the  Christ 
of  the  vine  stock,”  being  made  from 
one  of  these  roots,  and  kept  in  a mag- 
nificent silver  Uma.  The  legend  is 
this:  A Christian  and  a Jewish  la- 
bourer in  a vineyard  were  disputing 
on  their  respective  creeds ; the  Hebrew 
said,  “ I will  believe  your  views  when 
your  Messiah  comes  out  of  this  vine.” 
The  image  instantly  appeared,  and 
was  given  to  the  convent  in  1415,  by 
Sancho  de  Roxas,  primate  of  Toledo : 
consult  Palomino,  Museo  Pittorico,  i. 
208. 


The  fine  Florentine  picture,  possibly 
by  one  of  the  Allori,  of  the  Crucifixion, 
was  rescued  from  the  Agustinos  at 
Medina  del  Rioseco,  during  the  ra- 
vages under  the  Constitution  of  1820, 
by  the  Prior  Jose  Verdonces.  It,  as 
well  as  the  Transfiguration  opposite, 
by  Luca  Giordano,  has,  however,  been 
sadly  repainted  by  Pedro  Gonzalez. 
Observe  the  chapel  of  Conde  Pedro 
Ansurez,  the  lord  and  benefactor  of 
Valladolid  in  the  12th  century;  his 
sepulchre  is  emblazoned  with  arms, 
sable  chequered  or,  and  with  two  me- 
trical epitaphs,  and  the  head  of  the 
recumbent  figure  is  fine.  The  Doric 
cloister  is  unfinished ; the  archives  are 
perfect  from  1517.  Here  are  kept  the 
plans  and  the  fine  drawings  by  Herrera 
for  the  cathedral,  and  a collection  of  bad 
portraits  of  bishops  of  this  cathedral. 

The  noblest  memorial  of  past  days 
of  religious  splendour ' is  the"  magnifi- 
cent silver  custodia,  which  none  should 
forget  to  see.  This  masterpiece  of 
Juan  d’Arphe,  1590,  which  escaped  by 
a miracle  from  the  French  melting- 
pot,  stands  six  feet  high.  The  chief 
subject  is  Adam  aud  Eve  in  Paradise  ; 
this  indeed  is  a specimen  of  what  once 
was  wronght  in  this  city  of  silver- 
smiths. A few  chalices  and  a golden 
viril  studded  with  jewels  are  the  scanty 
remains  of  many  other  chests  which 
were  plundered  by  the  French. 

Leaving  the  cathedral,  pass  into  the 
heart  of  the  city  to  the  Puente  Do~ 
rada,  and  thence  to  El  Ochavo,  whence, 
like  at  our  Seven  Dials  Street,  a mul- 
titude of  smaller  streets  leads  like 
veins  to  the  Plaza  Mayor.  The  bridge 
de  la  Plateria  runs  from  the  Ochavo, 
and,  as  at  Florence,  is  peopled  by  sil- 
versmiths. They  indeed  exercise  the 
same  craft  of  the  .D’Arphes,  but  are 
fallen  in  proportion  as  Spain  has  since 
the  days  of  Charles  V.,  when  Nava- 
giero  t^p.  35),  writing  in  1525,  stated 
that  there  were  more  workers  of  plate 
here  than  in  any  other  two  countries. 
The  church  plate  and  goldsmith’s  work 
of  Spain  is  highly  deserving  of  notice 
in  an  antiquarian  and  artistical  point 
of  view,  as  the  workmanship  and  de- 
sign has  far  surpassed  the  compara- 
tively paltry  material,  which  has  too 
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often  tempted  the  aurivorous  sacrilege  j 
of  -vandal  robbers,  foreign  'and  do- 
mestic, who  have  consigned  to  the 
melting-pot  what  ought  to  have  been 
deposited  in  museums ; and  how  much 
exquisite  art  would  have  escaped,  had 
iron  and  copper  been  employed  instead 
of  gold  and  silver  l 

Fortunately  for  Spain,  at  the  very  rao- 
meut  of  her  greatest  influx  of  bullion, 
and  in  the  age  of  Leo  X.,  there  arose 
a family  of  goldsmiths,  who  carried 
the  art  of  plate-making  to  its  highest 
perfection.  The  founder  was  Enrique 
de  Arphe,  or  Arfe,  a German,  who 
settled  at  Leon  about  1470,  and  worked 
in  the  then  prevailing  rich  florid  Gothic 
style.  His  son  Antonio,  following 
the  changes  of  fashion,  adopted  the 
Grseco-Romano  tastes,  while  his  grand- 
son, Juan  de  Arphe  y Villafafie,  born 
at  Leon  in  1 535,  excelled  in  the  human 
figure,  and  was  the  greatest  artist  of 
his  family.  Antonio  and  Juan  settled 
at  Valladolid,  which  was  then  the 
court  of  the  great  emperor  Charles  V. 
These  D’Arphes  were  almost  entirely 
employed  by  the  rich  cathedrals, 
.churches,  and  convents  of  Spain,  for 
whom  have  been  worked  those  magni- 
ficent articles,  after  which  every  tra- 
veller should  inquire,  when  visiting 
ecclesiastical  treasure-rooms,  asking 
particularly  whether  they  possess  any 
specimens  of  these  elegant  masters. 
This  family  not  only  wrought  these 
beautiful  objects,  but  created  and  fixed 
the  style  of  religious  plate  iu  Spain, 
which  we  term  cinque  cento  from  the 
period,  but  which  is  called  in  Spain  el 
gusto  plateresco  — the  silversmith  or 
Berrnguete  gusto.  Juan  de  Arfe  y 
Villafafie,  who  was  appointed  by 
Philip  II.  master  of  the  mint  at  Se- 
govia, published  a treatise  on  his  art, 
with  exact  designs  for  every  piece  of 
church-plate,  and  his  elegant  models 
have  fortunately  been  generally  adopt- 
ed and  continued.  This  work,  which 
every  collector  should  purchase,  is 
entitled  ‘ De  Varia  Commensnracion 
it  has  gone  through  many  editions. 
Those  now  before  us  are,  first,  that  of 
Seville,  1585,  by  Andrea  Pescioni; 
and  Villafafie  was  fortunate  in  secur- 
ing for  his  printer,  this  Italian,  who 


had  a kindred  soul,  and  whose  works 
are  among  the  few  in  Spain  which  can 
be  really  called  artistical.  There  are 
the  editions  of  Madrid,  Francisco  Sana, 
1675  ; Madrid,  1773,  Miguel  Escri- 
bano,  in  which  the  original  woodcuts 
have  been  copied.  The  sixth  edition 
has  some  additions  by  Pedro  Enguera, 
a modern  edition  with  new  plates  by 
Jose  Assensio  y Torres,  vol.  ii.  folio, 
Madrid,  1806.  The  work  embraces 
the  science  with  plans,  details,  geo- 
metry, dials,  the  anatomy  of  man  and 
animals,  architecture,  and  church- 
late  ; for  each  particular  of  which, 
rowings  and  exact  measurements  of 
proportions  are  given.  Juan  also  pub- 
lished a ‘ Quilutatlor  de  Plata,’  4to., 
Valladolid,  1572,  and  Madrid,  1578. 
He  was  the  Bezaleel  (Exod.  xxxvii. 
22),  the  Cellini  of  Spaniards ; and  his 
family  in  the  W.  rivalled  that  of  the 
Becerriles  of  Cuenca ; for  the  names, 
etc.  of  sacred  plate,  see  our  preliminary 
remarks  Ecclesiological  Tour. 

Valladolid  retains  its  silversmiths, 
but  the  magnitude  of  their  works  has 
passed  away ; their  articles  want  also 
the  fine  finish  of  skilfbl  workmanship ; 
the  forms  are  better  than  the  operative 
execution,  for  they  are  classical  and 
antique,  nor  are  former  models  much 
departed  from  ; the  working,  as  in  the 
East,  is  carried  on  with  the  rudest  im- 
plements. The  chief  wares  are  orna- 
ments for  the  peasantry,  and  the  usual 
talismans,  crosses  and  saints;  these 
are  made  in  thin  silver,  but  even 
baser  materials  are  now  resorted  to, 
since  the  wares  are  suited  to  financial 
capabilities. 

Next  observe  the  elegant  and  clas- 
sical facade  of  la  Cruz,  which  finishes 
the  view,  and  has  been  attributed  to 
designs  by  Herrera.  The  interior  con- 
tains some  very  fine  pasos,  indeed  it 
is  a museum  of  Hernandez : observe 
particularly  the  Ecce  Homo : “ The 
Christ  in  the  garden ;”  the  Christ  at 
the  pillar,  coloured  like  Morales ; the 
magnificent  Descent  from  the  Cross, 
especially  the  draperies  of  St.  John  ; 
la  Dolorosa,  or  la  Virgen  de  Candelas, 
is  an  imagen  a vestir,  and  which, 
when  dressed  up,  is  as  fine  as  tinsel 
can  make  her. 
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The  Plaza  Mayor  is  very  imposing 
in  size  and  style.  This  central  spot 
owes  its  present  space  and  regularity 
to  a fire  in  1561,  which  lasted  three 
days,  and  burnt  down  many  streets. 
Philip  II.  ordered  the  rebuilding  to  be 
carried  out  on  a fixed  plan,  and  it 
became  the  model  of  that  of  Madrid ; 
the  granite  pillars  brought  from  the 
quarries  of  Villacastin,  which  support 
the  arcades,  give  an  air  of  solidity 
and  perhaps  of  gloom  ; yet  this  is  the 
most  frequented  spot  of  the  town,  and 
where  the  circulation,  such  as  it  is, 
flows  the  liveliest,  as  here  are  the  best 
shops.  The  S.  side,  la  Acera  de  San 
Francisco,  is  the  winter  lounge  of 
idlers  and  gossips,  and  is  a minor 
Puerta  del  Sol.  In  this  plaza  all  grand 
spectacles,  executions,  and  bull-fights 
take  place ; here  was  beheaded  in 
June,  1453,  that  spoilt  child  of  fortune, 
Alvaro  de  Luna,  the  favourite  of  Juan 
II.,  el  valido  (Arabice  Walid,  Welee); 
he  was  deserted,  after  long  services,  by 
his  false,  feeble  master,  a shallow, 
skipping  king,  influenced  by  poets  and 
courtiers,  and  alternately  their  dupe 
and  tyrant.  He  for  thirty  years  had 
really  held  the  sceptre,  keeping  down 
the  turbulent  aristocracy  with  a rod 
of  iron:  his  death  was  great  as  his 
life,  courageous  as  became  a knight, 
humble  as  became  a Christian.  The 
Chronicle  of  Luna  was  edited  by 
Florez,  Madrid,  1784;  Chronicle  127 
contains  the  truly  Froissart  account  of 
this  memorable  execution  by  an  eye- 
witness. Here  again  the  cold-blooded 
bigot,  Philip  II.,  celebrated,  Oct.  7, 
1559,  a memorable  auto-de-fe,  gloat- 
ing on  the  details. 

Now  cross  a small  bridge  to  what 
was  San  Benito,  and  formerly  one  of 
the  finest  convents  of  that  order,  and  a 
museum  of  piety,  art,  and  literature ; 
but  now  all  is  hastening  to  ruin.  Once 
a royal  palace,  it  was  given  in  1390  by 
Juan  I.  to  the  monks,  and  it  was  in- 
creased in  1499  by  Jufan  de  Arandia; 
the  old  palace  gate  stood  near  the 
tower;  the  modern  Doric  and  Ionic 
portal  was  built  by  Rivero,  imitating  , 
Herrera ; the  cloisters  were  fine,  and  in  ; 
the  same  style.  The  church,  once  of 
good  Gothic,  was  bedeviled  during  the 


Churriguera  mania,  and  plundered  by 
the  French,  and  during  the  recent 
civil  wars  converted  into  a fort. 

The  splendid  carved  seats  of  the 
choir  and  retablo  of  Berruguete  have 
been  moved  to  the  new  museo : inquire, 
however,  for  the  light  Ilya,  a master- 
piece of  Juan  Tomas  Celma,  1571,  and 
the  beautiful  Facistol ; here  also  were 
the  pictures  by  F.  Gallegos,  and  the 
glorious  retablo  of  San  Antonio  Abad, 
b^’  Gaspar  de  Tordesillas,  1597  ; the 
Cristo  de  la  Luz,  by  Hernandez,  and 
Holy  Family,  by  Diego  Valentin 
Diaz. 

The  library,  first  ravaged  by  the 
French,  has  now  disappeared,  as  well 
as  the  silver  custodia  weighing  22,000 
ounces,  which  was  taken  by  Bessieres. 
Those  curious  in  Benedictine  an- 
tiquities are  referred  to  the  ‘ Historia 
General  de  la  Orden  San  Benito,'  by 
Antonio  de  Yepes,  7 vols.  folio,  1609- 
21. 

Now  pass  on  to  the  celebrated 
Campo  grande,  through  which  the 
road  from  Madrid  enters  Valladolid, 
by  the  fine  three  arched  puerta  del 
Carmen,  on  which  the  baboon-headed 
Charles  III.  figures;  first,  however, 
visit  the  house  of  Juni  and  Hernandez, 
which  is  at  the  r.  corner  of  the  Calle 
de  San  Luis;  small  and  low  is  the 
cradle  from  whence  such  vast  and 
lofty  works  came  forth.  The  studio 
was  in  the  room  looking  into  the  street, 
but  the  window  was  blocked  up  in 
1828;  few  in  Valladolid  ever  enter 
this  former  abode  of  genius  now,  and 
as  bats  make  homes  in  deserted  palaces, 
the  inmates  are  unworthy  of  the  mas- 
ter spirits  who  once  dwelt  there.  The 
house  was  built  by  Juan  de  Juni  in 
1545,  who  died  in  it  early  in  the  17th 
century : it  was  then  purchased  by 
Hernandez  of  the  daughter  and  heiress 
of  his  predecessor,  June  15,  1616. 
Thus  they  succeeded  each  other  in  art 
and  local  habitation,  nor  is  the  latter 
course  either  unusual  or  unreasonable, 
as  the  peculiar  fittings-up  and  the  good- 
will and  the  public  knowledge  of  a 
particular  trade  being  carried  on  there, 
would  naturally  make  the  residence 
more  desirable  to  one  of  a similar  pro- 
fession than  to  any  other. 
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Close  by  is  the  noble  Alameda,  the 
Campo  grande,  which,  in  the  palmy 
days  of  Valladolid,  was  the  site  of  the 
burnings  of  the  auto-de-fe,  of  jousts, 
tournaments,  and  royal  festivities. 
This  great  field,  or  appropriate  court 
of  approach  to  the  capital  of  Charles 
V.,  is  surrounded  with  noble  convents, 
hospitals,  and  palaces,  many  of  which 
were  pillaged  and  desecrated  by  the 
French,  while  others  have  been  recently 
demolished,  and  all  impoverished ; 
however,  the  fine  Corinthian  portal 
which  formerly  belonged  to  Sun  Ga- 
briel has  been  carefully  taken  down, 
and  is  intended  to  be  re-erected  to  adorn 
Campo  grande.  On  this  open  space  the 
Castilians  proclaimed  St  Ferdinand 
their  king,  when  his  prudent  mother 
Berenguela  surrendered  the  sceptre. 
Here  Buonaparte  reviewed  35,000  men. 
The  open  space  is  laid  out  in  public 
walks  and  avenues,  with  flower  gardens 
and  seats : the  traveller  will  of  course 
visit  it  at  the  proper  time  to  study  the 
rank,  fashion,  beauty,  and  costume  of 
Valladolid.  Among  the  buildings 
which  fringe  it,  the  San  Juan  de  Le- 
tran  is  a specimen  of  abominable  chur- 
rigueresque.  Visit,  however,  the  Casa 
de  la  Misericordia,  or  Colegio  de  Ninas 
huerfanas,  founded  for  female  orphans 
by  the  painter  Diego  Valentin  Diaz. 
He  was  a familiar  of  the  Inquisition, 
and  dying  here  in  1660,  was  buried  in 
the  chapel  with  his  wife;  their  por- 
traits, painted  in  the  style  of  Pantoja, 
deserve  notice ; he  was  a grey-haired, 
sharp-eyed  old  man  with  mustachios, 
she  a dark-haired  dame.  The  retablo 
of  the  chapel  is  painted  by  him ; ob- 
serve the  linear  perspective : the  colours 
are  somewhat  leaden,  aud  the  manner 
very  Florentine : observe  also  a “ Cha- 
rity with  children,”  aud  a Virgin  work- 
ing in  the  Temple,  excellent  pictures : 
the  Cimborio  is  painted  in  stucco,  with 
a Virtue  in  each  angle.  The  smaller 
retablos  contain  paintings  of  San  Nico- 
las, the  portioncr  of  fortuneless  maid- 
ens, and  of  San  Luis,  the  ransomer  of 
poor  captives,  subjects  selected  because 
having  reference  to  good  works  and 
charity. 

The  Hospital  de  la  llesurreccion,  or 
el  General,  contained  a marble  repre- 


sentation of  that  subject,  1579,  and 
inside,  La  Virgen  del  Escapulario,  by 
Hernandez,  with  a painting  of  the  Re- 
surrection by  Pantoja,  16U9.  Adjoin- 
ing is  the  small  but  once  magnificent 
Portaceli,  founded  by  Rodrigo  Calde- 
ron, son  of  a common  soldier  of  Valla- 
dolid, and  the  ill-fated  favourite  of  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  with  whom  readers  of 
Gil  Bias  are  so  familiar,  himself  the  ill- 
fated  favourite  and  minister  of  Philip 
III.  Rodrigo,  having  made  a vast  for- 
tune by  peculation,  was  put  to  death  by 
Philip  IV.,  who  wished  to  squeeze  out 
the  sponge,  and  appropriate  the  trea- 
sure for  himself.  The  retablo  and 
high  altar  in  the  chapel  are  splendid, 
and  composed  of  marbles  and  gilt 
bronze.  The  fine  paintings  of  St. 
Francis  and  Santo  Domingo  are  attri- 
buted to  Caballero  Maximo  (Stan- 
zioni).  The  body  of  the  founder  lies 
interred  in  a noble  Urna.  Adjoining 
the  Portaceli  is  the  abode  of  the  Au- 
gustine mission,  an  edifice  reared  in 
1768  by  the  academical  Ventura  Ro- 
driguez. 

The  convent  of  Carmen  Calzados 
was  once  the  ornament  of  the  Campo 
which  Hernandez  laboured  to  adorn, 
and  the  French  laboured  to  defile ; 
they  made  it  a military  hospital,  now 
it  is  a barrack.  Here  Hernandez  was 
buried,  with  Maria  Perez,  his  wife,  but 
neither  was  doomed  to  rest,  for  the 
enemy  disturbed  their  ashes,  next  also 
broke  up  for  firewood  the  splendid 
retablo,  which  Hernandez  had  filled 
with  his  choicest  sculpture,  and  car- 
ried off  his  fine  portrait. 

The  ecclesiologist,  among  the  sur- 
viving relics  of  church  and  convent, 
may  visit  the  Gothic  Parroquia  de  la 
Magdalena  ; the  arms  of  the  founder, 
Pedro  de  Gasca,  Bishop  of  Palencia, 
decorate  the  facade,  aud  the  church 
was  built  in  1570  by  Rodrigo  Gil.  The 
grand  Corinthian  retablo  is  a master- 
piece of  Esteban  Jordan : observe  espe- 
cially the  apostles  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  and  tlie  Magdalen,  and  among 
other  sacred  subjects,  the  Ascension  of 
the  Virgin,  and  an  Adoration ; the 
figures  are  somewhat  stumpy,  but  the 
feeling  is  grand.  The  bishop  founder 
is  buried  here  ; his  white  marble  figure 
<j  3 
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in  episcopal  robes  reposes  on  a fine 
sarcophagus,  the  work  also  of  Jordan. 
He  was  the  prelate  sent  by  Charles  V. 
in  1556  to  S.  America  to  restrain  the 
violences  of  Pizarro. 

In  San  Lorenzo  were  some  paintings 
by  Matias  Blasco,  1621,  viz.  a martyr- 
dom of  the  tutelar,  and  others  relating 
to  miracles  effected  by  an  image  in  this 
church : observe  a pretty  “ Holy  Fa- 
mily,” and  a repetition  of  the  Virgen 
de  las  Candelas,  by  Hernandez.  In  the 
Sacristia  is  a singular  representation 
of  a procession  when  the  Virgin  was 
brought  to  Maria,  queen  of  Philip  III. 

The  Antigua  is  a Gothic  parish 
church  of  the  11th  century,  and  is  so 
called  because  the  citizens  were  build- 
ing this  and  the  Colegiata  at  the  same 
time,  and  both  in  honour  of  the  Virgin  : 
this  having  been  the  one  first  finished 
accordingly  obtained  the  epithet  of 
the  ancient  or  earliest.  It  has  a Ro- 
manesque tower  with  the  number  of 
arches  increasing  upwards,  as  so  often 
occurs  in  Lombardy.  On  the  exterior 
side  towards  the  river  observe  a row  of 
semicircular-headed  arches  supported 
on  columns.  The  retablo,  by  Juan  de 
Juni,  is  one  of  the  remarkable  sculp- 
tures in  Valladolid:  observe  the  cru- 
cifix at  the  top  of  the  Santa  Barbara 
and  Santa  Ana  in  a niche;  in  some 
other  of  the  figures  the  peculiar  vio- 
lence and  twists  of  this  sculptor  are 
overdone ; while  the  blue  and  tinsel  are 
also  injurious  to  artistical  effect. 

The  San  Miguel,  once  belonging  to 
the  Jesuits,  and  now  a parish  church, 
has  a fine  nave,  with  well-wrought 
Corinthian  pillars  and  pilasters.  The 
classical  retablo,  with  carvings  of  the 
Nativity  and  Circumcision,  nas  been 
attributed  by  some  to  Becerra,  but  it 
more  probably  is  the  work  of  Jordan. 
The  San  Miquel  is  by  Pompeio  Leoni. 
In  a chapel  to  the  r.  observe  the  kneel- 
ing figure  of  Pedro  de  Vivero,  ob.  1 6 1 0, 
and  of  his  wife,  ob.  1625.  The  Sa- 
cristia is  a fine  room. 

Las  Huelgas  Reales  is  a Corinthian 
edifice  in  the  style  of  Herrera  ; here  is 
the  fine  alabaster  tomb  of  the  foundress, 
Maria  de  Molina,  wife  of  Sancho  el 
Bravo.  The  retablo  is  a superb  work 
of  Hernandez  : observe  the  Ascension 


of  the  Virgin,  San  Bernardo  kneeling, 
and  two  St.  Johns  dated  1616;  the 
paintings  have  been  attributed  to  the 
Zuccaros. 

The  retablo  of  the  Delscalzas  Reales 
contains  many  paintings  by  Vicente 
Carducho,  in  a Caravaggio  manner ; 
the  Marriage  of  Santa  Ana  and  San 
Joaquin  is  fine  in  tone,  with  great 
breadth  of  draperies,  while  the  two 
boys  to  the  r.  are  truly  Spanish.  The 
Assumption  and  Coronation  in  the 
centre  are  by  Matias  Blasco ; the  Vir- 
gin with  joined  hands  i6  quite  Michael- 
Angelesque.  In  addition  to  these  fine 
pictures,  observe  in  Las  Colaterales  a 
Santa  Clara,  with  a graceful  Virgin 
and  Child,  and  architecture ; and  a San 
Francisco  in  ecstasy,  in  a rich  wooded 
scene:  they  are  grand  compositions, 
and  painted  in  a eoarsish  but  bold 
manner  by  Arsenio  Mascagni  in  1610, 
a pupil  of  Ligozzi. 

The  bald  academical  Santa  Ana  is 
the  most  modern  church  in  Valladolid, 
built  on  plans  by  Sabatini.  The  paint- 
ings inside  by  Goya  and  Bayeu  seem 
placed  there  to  show  that  a sister  art 
shared  in  the  decline  ; and  this  in  the 
city  of  Herrera,  Diaz,  and  Hernandez. 

The  brick-tower  belfry  of  San  Sal- 
vador, and  the  retablo- like  portal,  are 
better.  The  sculpture  represents  the 
Incarnation,  Transfiguration,  &c. ; in- 
side are  some  sepulchres  of  the  Alba 
Real  family.  The  church  of  San 
Martin  has  an  interesting  Romanesque 
or  Lombard  style  of  tower;  but  the 
arches  in  the  two  lower  stories  are 
slightly  pointed;  those  in  the  upper 
are  circular. 

The  once  splendid  Agustinos  Calza- 
dos  was  made  into  a straw  magazine  by 
the  French.  The  Cimborio  was  superb. 
The  chapel  in  which  Fabio  Nelli  is 
buried  was  adorned  with  Italian  ara- 
besque by  Julio  de  Aquilez,  who  de- 
corated the  Alhambra.  The  enemy 
desecrated  and  destroyed  the  building 
and  paintings:  a portion  of  an  Adam 
and  Eve  only  escaped. 

The  antiquarian  artist  and  lover  of 
ancient  mansions  may  look  at  some  of 
the  palaces  of  the  nobles,  those  once 
sumptuous  edifices  of  former  grandeur 
and  opulence,  but  now  the  crumbling 
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abodes  of  humble  paupers,  whose  pre- 
sent misery  mocks  past  magnificence. 
In  the  first  house  to  the  r.  going  out 
of  the  Plazuela  Vig'a,  into  the  Calle 
de  San  Martin,  Alonso  Cano  is  said  to 
have  killed  his  wife.  Berruguete,  who 
began  life  as  an  Escribano  del  crimen 
to  the  Chancelleria,  lived  near  San 
Benito  el  Real,  or  crown  side  attorney 
to  the  Chancilleria ; from  the  desk  of 
chicanery  he  passed  into  the  noble 
stndio  of  Michael  Angelo,  and  thus 
putting  off  corruption  became  immor- 
tal. The  inmsthetic  authorities  of  Val- 
ladolid, so  far  from  raising  a monu- 
ment to  his  glory,  converted  his  house 
into  a barrack,  as  the  palace  of  the 
princely  Benavente  was  turned  into  a 
foundling  hospital 

Fabio  Nelli,  the  Maecenas  of  Valla- 
dolid, lived  in  the  plaza  which  still 
bears  his  name;  observe  his  fine  old 
house  with  Corinthian  patio  and  me- 
dallions. In  the  Casa  de  las  Angollas, 
so  called  from  the  “ iron  links,”  Alvaro 
de  Luna  was  confined  before  his  exe- 
cution ; the  artesonado  ceiling  of  his 
dungeon  of  state  is  or  (perhaps  now) 
was  magnificent : look  also  at  the  Casa 
de  Villa-Santes,  in  the  Calle  del  Ro- 
sario ; and  the  patio  of  the  Casa  Re- 
villa, corner  of  the  Calle  de  la  Ceniza, 
with  its  arabesques,  and  rich  roofing 
of  the  staircase.  The  Diputacion  Pro- 
vincial is  lodged  in  the  former  palace 
of  the  Admirals  of  Castile ; a fulsome 
motto  was  placed  there  allusive  to  the 
pardon  obtained  by  Don  Fadrique  of 
the  Comuueros  from  Charles  V.  The 
Casa  del  Sol,  opposite  to  San  Gregorio, 
has  a fine  portal ; this,  now  a quarter 
for  recruits,  was  the  house  of  Diego 
Sarmiento  de  Acuna,  the  celebrated 
Conde  de  Gondomar,  ambassador  of 
Philip  IV.  to  James  I.,  and  by  whom 
James  was  led  by  the  nose,  the  wily 
diplomat  speaking  faulty  Latin  on  pur- 
pose, in  order  to  give  the  royal  pedant 
the  triumph  of  setting  him  right;  his 
library  was  one  of  the  finest  in  Spain, 
but  what  the  worms  spared,  the  fire  of 
modern  destroyers  has  consumed,  and 
no  trace  of  it  remains. 

Those  who  have  not  visited  the  ar- 
chives of  Simancas  will,  of  course, 
ride  out  there  (see  p.  332).  The  vil- 


lage of  Fuen  Saldana,  now  that  the 
Rubens  pictures  are  in  the  Museo, 
scarcely  deserves  a visit.  It  lies  abont 
4 L.  N.  of  Valladolid,  and  belongs  to 
the  Alcaii^es  family;  the  castle,  of 
excellent  masonry,  is  a specimen  of  the 
medieval  Castilian  fortress,  with  the 
usual  bartizan  turrets  at  the  corner  of 
the  donjon-keep  and  machicolations. 
It  was  built  by  Alonso  Perez  de  Vivero, 
treasurer  to  Juan  II.,  who  was  cast 
down  from  a tower  by  Alvaro  de 
Luna,  jealous  of  his  influence  over  the 
king ; the  whole  event  (see  chap.  1 13-4 
of  the  Chronicle)  was  a most  Oriental 
tragedy  watered  by  Punic  tears;  the 
scene  of  the(  letters,  “ Read  this  and 
this,”  is  quite  Shaksperian.  The  ar- 
morial shield  of  Vivero  is  still  over 
the  portal.  The  castle  is  now  degraded 
into  a granary.  In  the  chapel  of  the 
small  convent  near  it  were  long  kept 
the  Rubens  pictures,  which  have  been 
mentioned  at  p.  340. 

Communications  from  Valladolid : 
these  are  numerous.  There  are  regular 
diligences  to  Corunna,  Palencia,  San- 
tander, Leon,  Burgos,  Salamanca, 
Segovia,  and  Madrid.  There  are 
gaieras  and  ordinarios  to  Zamora  and 
Avila,  and  a passage  boat  on  the  canal 
to  Palencia.  There  is  much  talk  of 
improving  the  roads  to  Olmedo,  to 
Salamanca  by  Tordesillas,  and  to  Leon 
by  Mayorga,  and  of  railway  commu- 
nications with  Santander,  Leon,  Aviles, 
and  Madrid. 

ROUTE  78. — VALLADOLID  TO 
SANTANDER. 


Cabeann  . . . 

Venta  de  Trigueroe 

2 

2 

..  4 

Dueilas  .... 

2 

..  6 

Palencia  • . 

s 

..  8 

Fromista  . . . 

2 

..  10 

Herrera  de  Pisuerga 

3 

..  13 

Aguilar  de  Campo 

3 

..  16 

Quintanilla  . . 

1 

..  17 

Quintela  • • • 

i 

..  18 

Reinosa.  . • . 

4 

..  22 

Barcena.  • • . 

3 

..  25 

I.as  Caldas . . . 

4 

..  29 

Torre  la  Vega  . . 

s 

..  31 

Santander  . . . 

2 

..  33 

This  is  performed  in  a day  by  the 
Castellana  diligence. 

Cabtzon  in  May,  1808,  witnessed  one 
of  the  first  actions  in  the  Peninsular 
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war  between  the  French  and  the  Spa- 
niards, and  was  a fair  type  of  most  of 
the  subsequent  The  brave  but  undis- 
ciplined troops,  instead  of  acting  on  the 
defensive,  courted  a combat  and  defeat 
The  Junta  had  told  the  people  that 
they  were  invincible,  and  the  mob  com- 
pelled Cuesta  to  engage ; had  he  hesi- 
tated they  would  have  murdered  him 
for  a traitor  (Schep-  i.  420).  Cuesta,  as 
usual,  made  every  disposition  to  ensure 
failure,  and  even  neglected  to  secure 
the  bridge,  leaving  it  open  as  a pout 
iVor  to  an  advancing  not  retreating  foe. 
The  disheartened  Spanish  artillery 
abandoned  their  guns  before  even  fifty 
bold  French  dragoons  could  get  near 
them ; and  yet,  as  Foy  (iii.  278)  ob- 
serves, “ La  position  de  Cabezon,  d6- 
fendue  par  de  bonnes  troupes,  eut  e'te' 
imprenable.” 

The  road  to  Cabezon  has  the  Pisu- 
erga  and  the  canal  on  the  1.  hand ; the 
river  is  soon  crossed,  and  then  the 
canal  at  Duenas.  Here  the  Burgos 
road  continues  to  Banos,  and  then 
branches  off  to  Valencia  to  the  1.  The 
engineer  should  examine  the  canal  at 
Duenas  ; the  works  were  completed  in 
1 832  by  Epifanio  Esteban,  and  in  mag- 
nificence of  execution  and  scientific 
arrangements  would  do  credit  even  to 
England.  This  canal  was  planned  in 
1753  by  the  minister  Ensenada,  whose 
object  was  to  unite  Segovia  with  Rei- 
nosa  and  Santander,  taking  up  at  Va- 
lencia the  canal  of  Aragon,  which  was 
to  come  from  the  Mediterranean,  while 
another  branch  was  to  communicate 
with  the  Duero  at  Zamora ; thus  the 
Mediterranean  and  Atlantic  were  to  be 
connected,  and  an  outlet  afforded  to 
the  Castiles  for  wines  and  cereal  pro- 
ductions to  be.  exchanged  with  the 
iron  and  timber  of  the  Asturias  and 
colonial  produce  imported  through 
Santander.  For  these  splendid  lines  of 
circulation  nature  had  supplied  easy 
levels,  a light  soil  for  excavation,  and 
fine  rivers  as  feeders:  thus  irrigation 
would  have  ensured  fertility,  while  a 
means  of  transport  would  have  favoured 
commerce,  and  a vitality  moral  and 
physical  would  have  been  infused  into 
these  long  inanimate  districts.  The 
plan  was  begun  with  ardour,  and  the 


works  progressed  during  the  life  of  the 
originating  minister,  and  then  decayed. 
The  affair  lingered,  was  now  taken  up 
and  then  let  down,  until  the  French 
invasion  blighted  it  altogether,  in  com- 
mon with  most  other  ameliorations  of 
Spain.  Ferdinand  VII.  in  1830  granted 
a lease  to  a company,  who  recommenced 
the  works. 

The  morris-dances  of  the  peasantry 
at  Duenas  are  the  combined  Pyrrhica 
Saltatio  of  the  Homans  and  the  Tripu- 
dium  of  the  Iberians. 

Before  leaving  Duenas  ascend  to  the 
square  castle  on  its  conical  hill : the 
view  sweeps  over  the  treeless  Varame- 
ras,  or  Tierras  de  Campos  ; below  the 
Pisuerga  has  deserted  its  old  bed  and 
bridge,  which  stands  high  and  dry  (see 
Coria  (p,  273).  In  the  distance  rises  el 
Monte  de  Torozos,  now  almost  bare, 
but  once  covered  with  forests.  This 
tract,  which  forms  the  boundary  of 
Old  Castile,  commences  at  Villa  Nubia, 
and  extends  to  Villa  Garcia,  being  in 
width  some  3 L.  In  this  Monte  is  the 
fine  Bernardine  Convent o de  la  Espina. 
The  portal  is  Ionic ; the  cloister  classi- 
cal. Before  the  ancient  retablo  kneel 
the  statues  of  Queen  Leonora  and 
Dona  Sancha. 

Thence  to  Valencia,  Pallantia.  The 
best  inn  is  the  Fonda  of  Gabriel  Papin. 
This  is  an  ancient  city  bishopric  and 
university,  founded  in  the  10th  century, 
and  afterwards  moved  to  Salamanca  in 
1239 ; population  about  10,000.  It 
stands  on  the  Carrion,  having  a good 
stone  bridge,  and  another  called  los 
Vuentecillos.  The  Alamedas  round 
the  ancient  walls  were  laid  out  in  1778 
by  the  Intendente  Carrasco.  Those 
on  the  little  island  by  the  bridge,  built 
by  the  Archdeacon  Aguarin,  occupy 
the  site  where  a grand  tournament  was 
given  to  Charles  V.  The  air  of  Pa- 
lencia  is  healthy,  although  keen  and 
cold,  as  it  stands  with  its  trees  an  oasis 
in  the  wide  shelterless  plains.  One 
long  street,  la  Mayor,  intersects  the 
town,  running  from  the  gates  Monzon 
and  del  Mercado.  Near  the  latter  is 
imbedded  a Homan  sepulchral  stone  of 
the  sons  of  Pompey.  The  town  is  well 
placed  for  commerce  on  its  river  and 
canal,  and  has  some  manufactories  of 
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rude  blankets  and  counterpanes,  and  a 
considerable  fair  Sept.  2.  The  cathe- 
dral is  light  and  elegant,  and  was  built 
in  a simple  unadorned  Gothic  style, 
after  the  type  of  that  of  Leon  in  1321- 
1 504,  on  the  site  of  one  more  ancient, 
and  raised  by  Saucho  el  Mayor  over 
the  cave  of  San  Antolin,  to  whom  this 
church,  in  common  with  many  others 
in  these  districts,  is  dedicated.  This 
saint  was  a French  anchorite  living  in 
the  woods : the  king,  when,  hunting, 
was  about  to  shoot  his  arrow  at  a deer 
which  had  fled  into  the  hermit’s  cave, 
whereupon  his  extended  arm  was  in- 
stantly withered  up ; but  it  was  restored 
again  by  the  intercession  of  the  recluse  ; 
thereupon  the  mouarch  immediately 
granted  the  district  to  the  church.  In 
the  Capilla  Mayor  are  the  tombs  of 
the  Marquis,  del  Pozo  and  his  wife, 

• 1557.  The  Silleria  del  coro  is  fine, 
and  of  the  cinque-cento  period.  Ob- 
serve the  reja  and  the  pulpits  with 
bassi-relievi  of  boys  and  festoons.  The 
Respaldo  del  coro  contains  plateresque 
Berruguete  sculpture.  The  Custodia 
was  made  in  1582  by  Juan  Benavente. 
The  coffin  of  Queen  Urraca,  1 149,  is 
still  preserved.  The  tower,  cloister, 
and  chapterhouse  are  Gothic,  and  the 
door  of  communication  between  the 
latter  is  worth  the  architect’s  notice. 
In  the  Dominican  convent  were  the 
superb  sepulchres  of  the  Rojas  family : 
one  on  the  1.  of  the  altar,  of  Juan  de 
Rojas  and  his  wife,  1557,  was  in  the 
richest  Berruguete  taste ; the  other 
opposite,  after  designs  of  Herrera,  was 
Doric,  and  composed  of  black  and 
coloured  marble,  with  fine  kneeling 
figures  of  Francisco  de  Rojas  aad  his 
wife  Francesca  Cabrera,  who  raised  it 
in  1604. 

The  hospital  of  San  Lazaro  was  once 
the  palace  of  the  Cid,  and  the  reader 
of  ballads  will  remember  that  this  saint 
appeared  to  the  Campeador  in  the 
guise  of  a pilgrim.  Here  the  Cid  was 
married  to  Ximena,  whose  father  he 
had  slain  ; the  ladies  of  Palencia  were 
most  valiant  also,  as  they  are  said  to 
have  beaten  off  the  Black  Prince,  and 
were  in  consequence  allowed  by  Juan 
I.  tq  wear  a gold  baud  on  their  head- 
gear  (compare  them  with  the  ancient 


Amazons  of  Tortoza,  p.  216).  The  mo- 
dern men  of  Palencia,  like  those  of 
that  town,  behaved  very  differently,  for 
General  Milhaud  took  the  city  without 
difficulty,  Nov.  13,  1808.  It  was  after- 
wards frequently  occupied  and  plun- 
dered, and  particularly  by  Foy  in 
October,  1812.  Consult  the  Local 
‘ Hist  or  ia,'  by  Pedro  Fernandez  del 
Pulgar,  3 vols.  folio.  Mad.  1G79,  and 
the  ‘ Descrivcion  ’ by  Domingo  Largo. 

The  road,  passing  the  ridge  at  Fro- 
mista,  follows  the  line  of  the  canal  into 
the  basin  of  the  Pisuerga.  These  bald 
plains  produce  vast  quantities  of  corn, 
the  flour  of  which  is  exported  to  Cuba 
from  Santander.  At  Aquilar  de  Com- 
po  the  river  turns  to  the  1.,  and  the 
mad  to  the  r.,  and  enters  Old  Castile 
(for  the  Montanas  and  Reinosa  see  R. 
117). 

ROUTE  79. — VALLADOLID  TO  BURGOS. 


Cabezon  . . . 

. . 4 

Dueiias  .... 

. . 3 .. 

7 

Torquemada  . . 

• • 3 • • 

10 

Villadrigo  . . . 

• • 4 • • 

14 

Olada  .... 

• • 4 i( 

18 

Burgos  .... 

. . 4 .. 

22 

This  is  the  diligence  road,  and  it  is 
very  dull.  Buonaparte,  according  to 
M.  Savary,  rode  this  distance  in  1809 
in  less  than  six  hours  (for  Dueiias,  see 
preceding  route).  At  Torquemada  in 
June,  1808,  the  Spanish  army,  misled 
by  Cuesta,  fled  even  before  the  battle 
began,  frightened  at  one  cavalry  charge 
of  La  Salle.  The  village  was  then 
sacked  and  .burnt  by  BessiSres,  by 
whom  neither  age  nor  sex  was  spared. 

The  Arlanzou  coming  down  from 
Burgos  joins  the  Pisuerga,  crossing 
which  we  enter  Old  Castile.  Leaving 
the  Pisuerga,  the  road  now  continues 
along  the  basin  of  the  Arlanzon,  pass- 
ing Celada  and  its  corn-plains,  to  the 
walls  of  ancient  Burgos  (see  R.  1 16). 

ROUTE  80. — VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID. 


Puente  del  Duero, 

. 2 

V aid  esti  lias 

. 2 

..  4 

Olmillos  . . , 

. 2 

..  6 

Olmedo.  . 

. 2 

..  8 

San  Cristol>al  . • 

. 3* 

..  11* 

Martin  Munoz . . 

. 2 

..  13* 

San  Chidrian  . . 

. 2 

..  15* 

Labajoa  . • • • 

. 2 

..  17* 

Villacaatin  . . , 

. 2 

..  19* 

Fonda  San  Kafael . 

• 3 

..  22* 

Guadarrama  . . 

. 2 

..  22* 
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Torrelodoneg  • . . . 2J  ..  27  * | 

Las  Rosas 2 ..  29 

Madrid ..  31  f 

The  sandy  road  to  Olmedo  has  re- 
cently been  changed  and  repaired,  but  its 
dulness  never  can  be  removed.  The  best 
iun  is  that  at  which  the  diligence  stops, 
Parador  de  los  Vizcainos,  kept  by  San 
Martin,  which  it  is  contemplated  mov- 
ing to  the  suppressed  Franciscan  con- 
vent. This  decayed  walled  town, 
ruinous  before,  is  now  rendered  more 
so  by  the  gutted  and  dismantled  con- 
vents : the  place  is  celebrated  for  the 
bloody  battles  in  1445  and  1467,  dur- 
ing the  civil  wars  in  the  reigns  of 
Juan  II.  and  Enrique  IV.  It  contains 
2000  souls,  and  is  situated  in  a plain, 
irrigated  by  the  Adaja,  which  comes 
down  from  Avila,  and  by  the  Eresma, 
which  descends  from  Segovia,  and 
which  were  destined  to  feed  the  canal 
up  to  that  city.  The  dreary  sandy 
plains  extend  almost  to  Labajos,  but 
produce,  however,  much  and  tolerable 
wine.  Soon  we  enter  the  province  of 
Old  Castile ; and  at  San  Chidrian  the 
road  joins  the  camino  real. 

From  Olmedo  to  Madrid,  after  La- 
bajos. the  granitic  ranges  of  the  Carpe- 
tanian  mountains  commence.  The 
granite  stone  of  Fillacastin  is  excellent. 
The  Guadarrama  range  separates  the 
basins  of  the  Tagus  and  the  Duero.  The 
name  is  by  some  derived  from  Alxar- 
rat,  Arabic?:  the  sierra  which  runs  E. 
and  VV.  Coude  (Xerif  Aledris,  167) 
reads  Wada-r-ramal,  “ the  river  of  the 
sand;”  it  being  a chain  of  granite. 
Wada-r-rama  means  the  river  of  the 
throwing.  The  road  made  in  1749  by 
Ferdinand  VI.  ascends  to  the  Puerto, 
where  a marble  lion  on  the  extreme 
height,  said  to  be  5094  feet  above  the 
sea,  marks  the  boundary  between  Old 
and  New  Castile,  the  former  lying 
spread  below  like  a map.  The  line  of 
road  is  well  chosen,  and  the  engineer- 
ing excellent,  but  in  winter  it  is  occa- 
sionally impassable  from  the  snow. 
The  bleak  winds  of  both  the  Castiles 
produce  an  intensity  of  cold  which  the 
French  never  experienced  in  the  winter 
campaigns  of  Friedland.  It  was  on 
Christmas  eve,  1808,  that  Buonaparte 
started  from  Madrid,  having  heard  of 


Moore’s  advance,  which  deranged  all 
his  certainty  of  conquering  Portugal 
and  Andalucia  at  one  blow.  His  new 
plans  were  conceived  with  his  usual 
decision,  and  carried  out  with  corre- 
sponding rapidity.  He  led  his  army 
over  these  prison-caves  of  the  storm 
and  nurseries  of  death,  like  lightning 
amid  glaciers ; his  own  impatience  was 
so  great,  that  he  leaped  off  his  horse 
and  walked  through  the  snows  himself 
in  order  to  encourage  his  troops.  “ Shall 
a mole-hill  in  Spain  (cried  he)  check 
the  conquerors  of  St  Bernard  ?”  He 
leant  on  the  arm  of  Savary,  and  arrived 
greatly  exhausted  at  Espinar,  where 
he  slept,  resting  the  next  day  at  Villa- 
castin.  The  losses  suffered  by  his 
army  were  very  great,  yet  the  brave 
men  pushed  ou ; but  in  vain  their 
courage  and  rapidity,  for  Buonaparte, 
in  spite  of  unexampled  exertion,  reached 
Benavente  just  12  hours  too  late.  Pass- 
ing the  Puerto,  and  leaving  the  Escorial 
to  the  r.,  we  descend  into  the' dreary 
mangy  wastes  which  encircle  Madrid. 
The  immediate  approach,  however,  by 
the  Florida,  with  the  noble  palace,  is 
striking.  A better  route  will  be  to 
proceed  from  Valladolid  to  Olmedo  or 
the  Fonda  San  Rafael,  in  the  diligence, 
and  then  ride  across  the  hills  to  Se- 
govia. 

ROUTE  81. — VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID 
BY  8EGOVIA. 

Olmedo.  .....  8 

Villeqaillo  ....  2 ..  10 

Coca 1 ..  II 

Santa  Maria  de  Nieve  . 3 ..14 

Garrillan 2*  ..  l«i 

Segovia 2i  ..  IS 

We  soon  enter  a dreary  waste  of  sand 
and  umbrella-headed  pine-groves : the 
road  is  bad,  although  just  carriageable ; 
the  arid,  lonely,  uninhabited  character 
of  the  country  is  rendered  more 
wretched  by  ruined  villages  gutted  by 
the  French  and  never  since  repaired. 
At  Villequillo  Old  Castile  is  entered. 
Coca,  a small  town  between  the  Eres- 
ma and  Voltoya  rivers,  has  a decent 
little  Posada  ae  la  Cruz : the  host  does 
the  honours  of  the  castle  well : it  is  a 
grand  specimen  of  a genuine  Castilian 
castle  of  the  Gothic  mediaeval  period. 
Observe  the  projecting  balutaria, 
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bartizans,  the  angular  turrets  of  the 
great  donjon-keep,  la  torre  mocha. 
The  superb  towers  rise  like  the  Alcazar 
of  Segovia,  and  the  barbican  frame- 
work is  remarkable.  This  strong 
castle  was  quite  perfect  and  used  as  a 
state-prison,  until  the  French  reduced 
it  to  its  present  ruin,  which  is  fast  in- 
creasing, from  the  stones  being  used  as 
a quarry.  In  the  parish  church  are  some 
fine  marble  pillars.  The  ascents  after 
passing  Santa  Maria  de  Nieve  are 
superb. 

ROUTE  82.— VALLADOLID  TO  MADRID 
BY  CUELLAR  AND  SEGOVIA. 
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The  country  ou  this  route  is  cereal, 
and  interspersed  with  vineyards  and 
pine-trees.  Tudela,  population  1400, 
stands  on  its  river,  and  has  a stone 
bridge  which  was  damaged  during  the 
war;  the  magnificent  facade  of  the 
noble  parroquia  is  in  the  Ionic  and 
Grseco- Romano  style,  and  consists  of 
three  tiers  ornamented  with  sculpture, 
representing  subjects  from  the  life  of 
the  Saviour,  with  the  Apostles,  and  the 
Ascension  of  the  Virgin  in  the  central 
place  of  honour : all  this  is  the  work 
of  one  Martin,  who  finished  it  in  1614, 
and  who  deserves  to  lie  better  known. 
Inside  is  a fine  retablo,  which  has  been 
attributed  to  Hernandez,  from  its 
grandiose  character : by  him  also  is  a 
Virgen  con  el  Nino,  and  another  del 
Rosario.  This  church  was  begun  in 
1515,  and  finished  in  1555,  but  the 
tower  was  only  completed  6( ) years  later. 

Continuing  amid  pines,  between 


Montemayor  and  Cuellar,  is  the  cele- 
brated and  much-frequented  sanctuary 
of  the  Virgin  del  flenar,  “ of  the 
river.”  Cuellar,  Colenda,  lies  amid 
pine-woods,  on  a slope  of  a hill  which 
is  crowned  by  a fine  castle  girdled  by 
old  walls : population  3000.  The 
streets  are  steepish  and  badly  paved  : 
the  environs  are  very  fertile,  and  the 
game  and  turkeys  renowned.  Cuellar 
had  ten  parish  churches  and  three 
convents,  which  was  a tolerably  suffi- 
cient spiritual  supply  for  3000  souls. 
The  facade  of  the  convent  San  Frqn- 
cisco  is  in  good  Ionic:  here  were  in- 
terred in  splendid  sepulchres  the  great 
fhmily  of  Alburquerque,  to  whom  the 
castle  belonged : ascend  to  it,  as  the 
views  over  the  interminable  plains, 
with  the  distant  Sierra,  are  fine.  This 
palatial  alcazar  was  granted,  in  1454, 
by  Henry  IV.,  the  Impotent,  to  his 
favourite,  Beltran  de  la  Cueva.  The 
edifice  was  rebuilt  in  1550,  and  before 
the  fetal  French  invasion  was  one  of 
the  best  preserved  in  Spain,  and  fur- 
nished with  its  ancient  ornaments, 
armoury,  and  gallery  of  pictures. 
The  patio  is  very  noble,  with  upper 
and  lower  corridors,  and  solid  granite 
colonnades.  His  daughter,  la  Beltra- 
neja,  who  disputed  the  crown  with 
Isabella,  lived  at  Mongrado,  about  4 
miles  off  E.  It  was  at  Cuellar,  Feb. 
20,  1843,  that  Serjeant  Garcia,  the 
Granja  revolutionist,  died  in  poverty 
and  neglect.  From  Cuellar  to  Segovia 
there  is  little  to  notice. 

Cuellar  communicates  with  Feha- 
fiel,  which  lies  N.,  distant  4 L.  through 
Moraleja,  which  is  half  way ; Peiiqfiel 
itself  being  half  way  between  Valla- 
dolid, distant  8 L.,  and  Aranda  del 
Duero,  distant  7^.  For  ancient  and 
picturesque  Segovia,  see  Route  102. 
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The  proper  period  for  visiting  Gallicia  is  during  the  warm  months.  Tlte  objects  best  worth 
notice  are  Santiago,  and  the  mountain  scenery  and  fishing,  especially  in  R.  91,  93,  94,  and  93. 
The  angler  might  spend  three  months  with  mucli  pleasure  and  profit  in  taking  the  following 
line : — Vigo,  Orense,  Puente  Santo  Domingo  Floret,  Cabrera  alta  y baja,  Lago  de  Castaneda,  I.a 
Uatieta,  Ponfcrrada,  Villafranca,  and  then  croasing  the  mountains  by  R.  94  to  Cangas  de  Tineo, 
Grado,  and  Oviedo. 


El  Reino  de  Galicia,  or  the  kingdom  of  Gallicia  (Spaniards  spell  its  name 
•with  one  L,  although  they  use  two  in  that  of  the  inhabitants,  fos  Gallegos'),  forms 
the  N.  W.  angle  of  the  Peninsula,  and  is  bounded  by  Portugal,  the  Bay  of  Bis- 
cay, the  Asturias,  and  Leon.  It  contains  15,000  square  L.,  and  a population 
of  one  million  and  a half.  Its  chief  river,  the  Mino,  called  by  the  ancients 
Minius,  from  the  vermilion  found  near  it,  rises  not  far  from  Mondonedo,  and 
flows  S.  to  Orense  and  Tuy,  forming  the  boundary  on  the  side  of  Portugal. 
The  fishing  in  it  and  its  tributaries  is  good,  especially  for  salmon,  savalo, 
trout,  and  lampreys ; the  latter  were  sent  to  the  epicures  of  old  Rome.  In 
1791  a project  was  formed  to  render  the  Miho  navigable,  but  nothing  was  done 
beyond  a memoria  on  paper  by  Eustaquio  Giannini. 

The  climate  of  Gallicia  is  temperate  and  rainy,  as  the  surface  is  very  moun- 
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tainous.  This  European  barrier  to  the  Atlantic  extends  from  Cape  Fiuisterre 
to  the  Pyrenean  spurs  in  the  Basque  provinces.  The  hills  are  well  clothed 
with  timber  for  building  and  shipping,  while  the  chesnuts  and  acorns  afford 
food  to  men  and  swine ; the  hams  and  bacon  rival  those  of  Iistremadura.  The 
meadows  are  verdurous,  for  this  N.W.  coast  of  Spain  resembles  Switzerland  in 
its  pastures,  and  any  quantity  of  cattle  might  be  reared;  no  doubt  the  opera- 
tion of  our  new  tariff  will  give  a great  impetus  to  breeding  stock,  which  will 
be  exported  from  Vigo  and  La  Coruna.  The  woody  hills  are  full  of  boars  and 
wolves,  that  descend  into  the  river- watered  plains. 

The  natural  productions  in  the  higher  localities  are  chiefly  maize,  rye,  and 
flax,  with  such  fruits  as  flourish  in  Devonshire — apples,  pears,  nuts,  and  those 
of  the  berry  kind — which  are  rare  in  the  hotter  portions  of  Spain,  aud  how  they 
carry  us  back  to  sweet  home ! The  potatoes  also  are  excellent,  although  not 
yet  used  as  an  article  of  general  subsistence,  but  rather  as  a culinary  addition 
to  the  tables  of  the  richer  classes.  As  the  eastern  mountain  boundary  is 
covered  almost  all  the  year  with  snow,  especially  the  Pico  de  Ancares  and  the 
Pena  Trevinca,  while  the  sea-coasts  and  riverain  valleys  bask  in  a latitude  of 
42°,  having  scarcely  any  winter,  the  range  of  botany  is  very  wide  and  inter- 
esting, and  never  has  been  properly  investigated.  The  warmer  and  lower  val- 
leys of  the  Mino,  and  the  country  about  Tuy,  Redondela,  and  Orense,  are  perfect 
gardens  of  plenty  and  delight : Nature  there  retains  all  her  “ wealth,”  and  is 
still  “ smiling  amid  Jlowers  ” as  in  liappier  days  of  old  (Sil.  Ital.  iii.  345;  Clau- 
dian,  * Lau.  Ser.’  71).  The  contrast  between  the  ignorance  and  poverty  of 
the  peasants  is  painfully  striking : art,  science,  and  literature  languish,  where 
the  olive  and  orange  flourish,  and  rich  wines  are  produced ; of  these  the  best 
are  those  of  Valdeorras,  Amandi,  Rivero,  and  the  Tostado  of  Orense;  they 
would  rival  the  vintages  of  Portugal,  were  the  commonest  pains  taken  in  the 
making;  but  here,  as  on  the  eastern  coast  (see  Benicarid),  everything  is 
managed  in  the  rudest  and  most  wasteful  manner.  Gallicia  is  to  the  N.W.  of 
Spain  what  Murcia  is  to  the  S.E.,  its  Bceotia,  and  to  the  bulk  of  Spaniards  it  is 
almost  unknown,  as  few  ever  go  there.  They  form  their  idea  of  Gallicians 
from  those  who  come  from  it,  emigrating,  like  the  Swiss,  from  the  mountains  to 
the  plains : thus  the  district  of  La  Coruna  supplies  the  Castiles,  as  Pontevedra 
and  Orense  do  Portugal.  The  emigrants  generally  are  absent  from  four  to  five 
years,  after  which  they  pay  their  homes  a visit,  and  start  forth  again ; others 
only  go  dowu  for  the  harvest-time,  returning,  like  the  Irish,  with  their  hard- 
earned  gains.  Those  who  settle  at  Madrid  become  reposteros,  and  managers  in 
families.  They  are  also  well  qualified  by  their  muscular  frames  to  do  the 
porters'  work  of  Spain  and  Portugal;  hence  the  term  galleys  is  synonymous 
with  a boor,  ganapem,  or  mozo  de  cordel,  a “ hewer  of  wood  and  drawer  of 
water,”  the  Biblical  expression  for  the  over-worked.  Lisbon  is  filled  with 
them,  as  Portugal  is  nearer  to  their  homes,  and  there  is  a greater  affinity  of 
language  than  in  the  Castiles.  The  Portuguese,  who  do  not  love  a neighbour, 
modestly  contend  that  God  first  made  men,  i.  e.  Portuguese,  viros,  “ gentlemen,” 
and  then  Gallicians,  i.  e.  homines  or  slaves,  to  wait  on  them.  Good  land  is 
scarce  in  Gallicia,  as  much  of  the  country  is  hilly  and  broken,  and  unfit  for 
agriculture,  while  other  wide  tracts  or  dehcsas  (called  here  gandaras,  from  their 
barrenness)  are  abandoned  to  heaths  and  aromatic  herbs ; there  is,  consequently, 
a struggle  for  land  in  the  valleys  and  favoured  localities ; and  hence,  as  in  Ire- 
land, the  over-rented  peasant  toils  day  and  night,  and  eats  a scanty  bread  of  the 
lowest  quality,  either  of  maize  or  millet,  pan  de  centeno,  de  borona,  for  corn  is 
scarce.  In  travelling  here  attend  to  the  provend,  for  the  veutas  and  cottages 
are  full  of  dirt,  smoke,  and  damp,  from  the  close  packing  of  various  beasts 
within,  where  the  same  room  does  for  nursery,  stable,  kitchen,  pigsty,  “ parlour 
and  all ;”  the  fireplaces  often  have  no  chimneys,  and  the  damp  wood,  which 
won’t  burn,  will  smoke.  In  the  plains  and  more  favoured  valleys  the  accom- 
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modation  for  travellers  is  not  quite  so  bad,  but  Gallicia  is  seldom  visited  except 
by  muleteers,  according  to  whose  wants  and  demands  these  discomforts  are 
regulated.  When  the  Gallician  men  migrate,  the  females  do  all  the  drudgery  at 
home  in  house  and  field,  and  a painful  sight  it  is  to  see  them  labouring  at  the 
plough  : in  the  field  or  out  their  hands  are  never  idle,  and  the  rueca  or  distaff  is 
part  and  parcel  of  a Gallega,  as  is  a fan  of  an  Andalusa.  A fare  as  hard  as  their 
work,  coupled  with  exposure  to  an  uncongenial  climate,  nips  their  beauty  in  the 
bud;  few,  indeed,  are  born  good-looking,  or  even  then  retain  their  charms 
long  ; they  are  aged  before  thirty,  and  then  look  models  for  witches,  and  as  if 
they  never  could  have  been  young,  or  had  anything  of  the  feminine  gender.  The 
men  are  boorish  and  rude,  seldom  giving  a direct  answer;  seen  in  their 
wretched  huts,  they  are  no  whit  more  improved  than  their. ancestors,  who  were 
little  better  than  beasts  (see  Justin,  xliv.  2,  3 ; Strabo,  iii.  234, 250 ; Sil.  Ital.  iii. 
346,  350) ; nevertheless,  then,  as  now,  they  were,  like  true  highlanders,  proud 
of  their  illustrious  pedigrees  : compare  the  To  yvupipa  tQvrt  of  Strabo  (iii.  228) 
with  the  nobiliarios  of  Gandara,  and  others.  They  claimed  Teucer  of  old  as 
their  founder,  who,  they  said,  came  from  the  east  to  select  this  damp  remote 
province,  just  as  the  moderns  predicate  of  Santiago,  and  in  both  cases  without 
the  slightest  foundation  in  truth.  The  males  are  fine  animals;  they  are  a good 
recraiting  raw  material,  and,  if  properly  fed  and  led,  would  make  capital  sol- 
diers ; yet  such  was  the  incubus  of  their  inefficient  chiefs,  that  Moore  found 
them  the  very  worst-off  soldiers  among  Spaniards.  “ In  your  life  (wrote  the 
Duke,  Disp.  Dec.  10,  1812',  you  never  saw  anything  so  baa  as  the  Gallicians ; 
and  yet  they  are  the  finest  body  of  men  and  the  best  movers  I have  seen.’' 
“ They  are  but  a miserable  mob,  on  which  we  have  no  reliance,”  said  old 
fighting  Picton. 

The  language  of  Gallicia  is  a patois,  harsh  and  uncouth  to  the  ear ; it  is  quite 
unintelligible  to  Spaniards,  who  laugh  at  their  use  of  the  u for  o ; e.  g.  cuandu, 
pocti,  and  yet  from  it  and  the  Bable  of  the  Asturias  the  modern  Castilian  has 
sprung.  Had  Spain  been  the  land  of  philologists,  this  curious  key  to  the 
origiu  of  their  language  would  have  been  investigated  as  it  deserves. 

There  is  only  one  great  road  which  runs  from  Madrid  to  La  Coruna,  which 
is  taken  by  the  mail  and  diligence.  It  has  long  been  in  contemplation  to  cut  a 
shorter  direct  road  between  Vigo  and  the  capital,  by  the  Vierzu,  by  which 
nearly  100  miles  might  be  saved. 

The  rider  who  comes  from  Andalucia  will  probably  find  (as  we  did)  that 
his  faithful  barb  will  fall  sick  in  these  parts  from  change  of  fodder ; for  now, 
instead  of  the  Oriental  “barley  and  straw,”  he  will  only  meet  with  hay  and 
oats,  and  a reedy  rubbishy  broa  for  litter.  It  is  prudent  in  the  large  towns  to 
buy  a little  barley  to  mix  with  the  oats,  as  the  oat  contains  much  less  nourish- 
ment and  more  husk.  Remember  also  that  a stallion  horse  is  constantly  kept 
on  a fidget  here  from  the  pony-mares  which  the  peasants  ride  ; and  as  the 
horse-flies  are  very  troublesome,  a net  will  be  of  much  service.  Again,  the 
roads  being  very  stony,  the  horseshoes  soon  wear  out,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  re- 
place them,  except  in  the  towns,  since  the  country  farriers  seldom  keep  a 
ready-made  full-sized  horseshoe,  for  which  there  is  no  demand,  ponies  being 
here  the  ordinary  cattle.  Take  therefore  some  nails  and  a spare  set  of  shoes 
ready  made  for  your  own  horse. 

The  curious  ecclesiastical  antiquities  of  Gallicia  occupy  no  less  than  nine 
volumes  of  the  ‘ Esp.  Sag.:’  consult  also*  Viage  de  Morales f the  works  of 
Felipe  de  la  Gandara,  his  * Nobiliario,’  and  * Armas  y Triunfos,'  4to.  Mad.  1662; 
the  metrical  ‘ Descripcion,’  by  el  Licenciado  Molina,  4to.  Mondonedo,  1551,  and 
4 to.  Mad.  1675 ; ‘ Descripcion  Economica’  Jose  Lucas  Labrada,  El  Ferrol, 
1804  ; 4 Ensayo  sobre  la  flistoria  de  Galicia,’  Jose  Verea  y Aquiar ; ‘ Anales  de 
el  Keyno  de  Galicia,’  F.  X.  M.  de  la  Huerta  y Vega,  2 vols.,  Santiago,  1740; 
* Descripcion  Geognostica  de  Galicia,’  thin  8vo.,  Guillermo  Schulz,  Mad.  1835. 
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It  has  a lithographic  'map  of  the  kingdom.  The  ‘ Viage  a Galicia , per  dvs 
Amigos,’  Mad.  1842,  is  a paltry  performance. 


LUGO  has  a decent  posada  outside 
the  town,  on  the  road  to  Astorga,  in 
the  Barrio  de  Han  Rogue.  This,  the 
most  central  town  of  Gallicia,  is  de- 
scribed in  the  40th  and  41st  vols.  of  the 
‘ Esp.  Sag.’  It  has  also  its  own 
‘ Historia  Argos  Divina,’  by  Juan  Pal- 
lares  y Gayoso,  4to.  Mad.  1 700.  Lugo , 
Lucas  Augusti,  was  celebrated  under 
the  Romans  for  its  warm  sulphur- 
baths  ; their  Thermae  have  disappeared, 
but  some  remains  of  a dyke  against 
inundations  testify  their  former  mag- 
nificence. The  present  incommodious 
baths  are  placed  on  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Mino  ; the  season  is  from  June  15 
to  Sept.  30,  when  they  are  beneficial 
in  cutaneous  and  rheumatic  disorders. 
The  poor  pay  dos  cuartos  for  the  li- 
berty of  immersion,  and  there  they 
lie  like  porpoises,  in  the  steaming 
waters  among  the  loose  stones.  Hard 
by  is  a mineral  spring,  which  contains 
nitre  and  antimony.  In  the  town,  in 
the  Calle  de  Batitales,  was  discovered 
(Sept.  1842)  a Roman  mosaic  pave- 
ment, with  designs  of  animals,  fish, 
&c.  There  is  a sort  of  library  at  the 
Instituto. 

Lugo  contains  about  7000  souls.  It 
is  nearly  a square,  with  the  corners 
rounded  off ; the  walls  resemble  those 
of  Astorga,  and  are  defended  by 
countless  semicircular  projecting  but- 
tress towers,  which  do  not  rise  much 
above  the  line  of  circumvallation ; on 
them  is  a broad  and  agreeable  walk 
round  the  town  ; here  the  ivy,  a creeper 
rare  in  the  torrid  parts  of  Spain,  man- 
tles the  ruins.  The  oldest  portion, 
with  solid  Roman  granite  work,  is 
test  seen  near  the  tower  of  Santiago. 
The  Plaza  has  an  arcaded  colonnade, 
which  is  necessary  in  this  rainy  cli- 
mate ; the  fountain,  which  is  supplied 
from  a rude  extramural  aqueduct,  is 
so  ill  contrived,  that  women  come  with 
long  tin  tubes  to  coax  the  water  into 
their  vessels.  This  water,  coupled 
with  a rye-bread  diet,  produces  fre- 
quent gout,  to  which  even  females  are 


subject.  The  old  castle  is  not  re- 
markable beyond  a singular  turreted 
chimney.  Lugo,  once  the  metropo- 
litan, is  now  suffragan  to  Santiago. 
The  see,  which  assumes  to  have  been 
founded  by  St.  James  himself)  was 
restored  in  734  by  Alonso  el  Catolico. 
The  granite  cathedral  was  built  in 
1129  by  Don  Ramon,  husband  of  Queen 
Urraca,  and,  as  in  that  of  Astorga,  the 
two  lateral  aisles  are  lower  than  the 
central.  The  exterior  was  injudici- 
ously modernized  in  1769  by  Julian 
Sanchez  Bort;  the  whole  granite  fa- 
cade and  statues  are  heavy ; observe 
in  the  pediment  Faith  holding  the 
H ostia.  The  unfinished  towers  have 
hideous  slated  pigeonhouse  tops,  and 
a chiming  apparatus  of  iron,  which, 
so  common  in  the  Netherlands,  is  very 
rare  in  Spain.  The  cloisters  also  have 
been  modernized,  but  two  lateral  doors 
retain  some  of  their  pristine  character  ; 
observe  the  hinges  of  the  N.  W.  one, 
and  the  Saviour  seated  in  the  mystical 
Vesica  Piscis. 

The  interior  has  low  arches  on  each 
side,  with  a gallery  above,  and  below 
rows  of  confessionals,  with  the  names 
of  especial  tutelars  over  each.  The 
Silleria  del  Coro,  of  good  carving,  is 
by  Francisco  de  Moure  of  Orense, 
1624.  The  bishop’s  seat  tears  the 
arms  of  Alonso  Lopez  de  Gallo,  who 
defrayed  the  cost.  This  cathedral  is 
privileged  to  have  the  consecrated  Host 
ulways  exposed,  or  manifestado.  This 
immemorial  right  is  shared  only  with 
San  Isidoro  of  Leon.  In  reference  to 
this  high  distinction  Gallicia  bears  the 
Host  on  its  shield,  and  Lugo  “two 
towers  supported  on  lions,  and  the 
wafer  in  a monstrance.”  This  is  said 
to  indicate  that  Lugo,  Lukoh,  was 
never  taken  by  the  Moors  (which,  by 
the  way,  it  was  by  Al-Mansur) ; for 
in  captive  Christian  cities  the  wafer 
was  always  concealed,  or  rather 
shrouded,  in  sign  of  grief.  According 
to  Molina  (p.  22),  a wafer  near  Lugo 
became  flesh,  in  the  hands  of  a seep- 
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tical  clergyman,  and  was  preserved  in 
the  monastery  of  Zebrero.  The  Hostia 
in  other  Spanish  churches  is  put  away 
in  a tabernacle,  except  in  those  great 
cities  which  have  the  privilege  of  the 
cuarenta  Horns,  or  exhibition  of  it  in 
different  churches  by  routine  for  40 
hours,  when  the  same  spiritual  benefits 
may  be  obtained  as  by  an  actual  pil- 
grimage to  St.  Peter’s.  At  Lugo  the 
incarnate  Hostia  is  always  lighted  up 
and  manifested  in  a glass  viril ; one 
made  by  Juan  d’Arphe  was  given  in 
1636  by  Bishop  Castejon.  The  glass- 
enclosed  high  altar  is  modern,  tawdry, 
and  theatrical,  especially  the  painted 
oval,  with  angels  of  white  marble  with 
gilt  wings.  The  Baldaquino  is  sup- 
ported by  coloured  marble  pillars  and 
gilt  capitals ; behind,  in  a modern  cir- 
cular chapel  overcharged  with  orna- 
ment, is  an  image  of  the  Virgin, 
which,  surrounded  by  tinsel  and  gild- 
ing, is  the  real  object  of  popular  ado- 
ration. 

It  was  at  Lugo  that  Moore  halted 
for  a few  days,  Jan.  6,  1809;  yet  our 
foot-sore  hungry  troops  recovered  at 
once  order,  power,  and  the  bayonet; 
wherever  and  whenever  the  French 
ventured  to  advance,  they  were  signally 
beaten  back ; and  now  their  libeller 
Foy,  who  was  an  eye-witness,  has  the 
face  to  state  (forgetting  the  old  paral- 
lels of  Agincourt  and  Cressy),  “ On 
ne  dira  pas  des  Anglais  qu’ils  etaienj 
braves  a telle  rencontre,  ils  le  sont 
toutes  les  fois  qu’ils  ont  dormi,  bu,  et 
mange  r leur  courage,  plus  physique 
que  moral,  a besoiu  d'etre  soutenu  par 
un  traitement  substantiel.  La  gloire 
ne  leur  ferait  pas  oublier  qu’ils  ont 
faim,  ou  que  leurs  souliers  sont  uses  ” 
(i.  230). 

Soult  here  came  up  with  Moore  and 
ordered  a partial  attack  under  Lalle- 
mand,  who  was  beaten  back  at  every 
point  with  a loss  of  400  men ; and 
although  the  English  offered  him  battle 
on  the  7th  and  8th  he  declined,  and 
thus,  as  on  the  Tonnes  and  at  Zubiri, 
missed  the  nice  tide  of  the  affair,  for, 
had  he  pressed  his  attack,  such  was  the 
exhaustion  of  our  troops  and  want  of 
ammunition,  that  his  superior  numbers 
might  have  prevailed.  But  he  thought 


that  Moore  was  much  stronger  than 
he  really  was,  and  thus,  as  often  else- 
where, the  French  exaggeration  of  our 
numbers  recoiled,  by  a poetical  justice, 
on  themselves,  being  deceived  by  their 
own  inventions.  Buonaparte  saw,  but 
salved  over,  his  lieutenant’s  error : his 
28th  bulletin  stated  (GEuv.  v.  378)  that 
at  Lugo  Soult  took  300  of  our  wounded, 
18  cannon,  and  700  prisoners;  adding, 
that  the  English  bad  now  lost  2500 
horses,  being  exactly  320  more  than 
Moore  had  at  starting.  The  simple 
truth  was,  that  Soult,  with  24,000 
troops,  did  not  even  molest  the  retreat- 
ing English  rear-guard  on’  the  9th, 
when  they  fell  back  on  La  Coruna. 
Four  short  months  afterwards  this 
same  Lugo  beheld,  May  29,  1809,  this 
very  Soult  flying  from  the  Duke  at 
Oporto,  his  troops  having  thrown  away 
their  arms,  and  arriving,  like  famished 
wolves,  in  almost  a state  of  nature. 

Then  he  and  Ney  rivalled  each  other 
in  sacking  the  wretched  place,  which 
they  had  made  a plaza  de  armas,  de- 
stroying for  that  object  nearly  one- 
third  of  the  town. 

Lugo  is  in  the  centre  of  many  branch 
and  bad  communications  : the  new 
road  to  Madrid  is  begun  towards  Mon- 
forte. For  those  S.  by  Astorga,  see 
R.  69 : first,  therefore,  to  La  Coruna. 

ROUTE  83. — LUGO  TO  LA  CORuRa. 

Otero  del  Rev  . . . .11 

San  Julian  de  la  Roca  .2  ..  Si 

Guetem 2 ..  Si 

Venta  de  la  Castellans  . * . . 7| 

Venta  de  Monte  Salgueyro  2 ..  #t 

lietanxia 3 . . 12  J 

El  Burgo 1*  ..  14 

A la  Corufta  . . . . li  ..  15f 

This  country  abounds  with  streams 
for  the  angler.  Quitting  Otero  del 
Reg,  is  the  Mifio,  with  its  tributaries, 
the  Tamboga,  Lama,  and  Azumara; 
next  comes  the  capital  trout-river,  the 
Ladra,  running  to  the  1.,  and  crossed 
before  reachiug  Gueteriz,  and  after- 
wards before  coming  to  the  Venta  de 
la  Castellana ; the  Mandeo  is  also  a 
charming  stream,  and  flows  along  the 
road  to  Betanzos,  which  is  placed  be- 
tween it  and  the  Cascas. 

Betanzos  (Brigantium  Flavium)  is 
a very  ancient  city  of  some  5000  souls, 
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and  a good  fishing  quarter,  since  many 
rivers  disembogue  into  the  rtat,  and 
there  is,  moreover,  an  excellent  po- 
sada.  The  town  is  placed  on  a sort  of 
peninsula,  and  some  of  its  narrow 
streets,  or  rather  lanes,  are  still  de- 
fended by  ancient  granite  gateways. 
The  road  to  La  Coruna  is  delightful, 
as  the  rich  country  is  well  cultivated, 
and  the  views,  which  sweep  over 
mountain  and  water,  superb.  After 
crossing  the  Cascas,  we  soon  reach  El 
Burqo,  on  its  river  and  ria,  where 
Drake  and  Norris  in  1589  routed  the 
Spaniards  under  the  Conde  de  An- 
drada. 

The  cheerful  city  of  La  Coruna, 
since  the  Audiencia  and  captain-gene- 
ral have  been  removed  to  it  from  San- 
tiago, has  made  much  progress  in  every 
kind  of  improvement  j population 
1 5,000,  and  increasing.  The  best  inn 
is  El  Comercio;  the  charge  is  about 
1 6 reals,  .Is.  4 d.,  per  day.  There  is  a 
good  cafe'  de  los  Milaneses,  Callc  de 
Acevedo,  kept  by  an  Italian  named 
Uchellf:  travellers  landing  from  the 
steamer  will  find  Joseph  Solera  useful 
commissioner  in  getting  the  passport 
vise'd;  there  is  also  an  active  little 
tailor,  known  by  the  nickname  Don 
Carlos,  who  knows  the  country  well, 
and  has  accompanied  Englishmen  on 
sporting  and  fishing  excursions.  Our 
consul,  Mr.  Baker,  is  also  extremely 
obliging;  so  also  is  Mr.  Santos,  his 
vice-consul. 

The  English  steamers  only  touch 
here  in  summer,  from  the  refusal  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  to  admit  the 
vessel  to  pratique  after  sunset,  by 
which  absurdity,  inconceivable  else- 
where, they  deprive  their  city  of  this 
great  advantage.  Sometimes  a local 
steamer  in  the  summer-time  coasts  up 
and  down  from  Cadiz  to  San  Sebastian. 

La  Coruna,  which  we  call  Corunna, 
is  the  chief  seaport  of  Gallicia,  and 
stands  on  a headland  of  the  three  bays, 
or  rias,  of  Coruna,  Betanzos,  and  El 
Ferrol.  The  sea-board,  Ims  Marinas, 
is  picturesquely  indented,  and  the  iron- 
bound  coast  rises  bluffly  out  of  the 
waters,  proclaiming  to  the  Atlantic, 
Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no  farther. 
La  Coruna,  formerly  called  by  the 


I English  the  Groyne , is  about  halfway 
between  the  Capes  Ortegal  and  Finis- 
terre.  Founded  by  the  Phoenicians,  it 
was  captured  by  the  Romans,  u.c.  693, 
when  Gallicia  was  overrun  by  Junius 
Brutus,  who  called  it  Ardobicum  Co- 
runium  ; nevertheless,  the  present  name 
has  been  derived  by  some  from  Co- 
lumna,  the  tower,  the  Phoenician  Pha- 
ros, and  this  is  still  called  La  Torre 
de  Hercules.  It  was  repaired  for  Tra- 
jan by  an  architect  named  Caius  Ser- 
vius  Lupus,  as  is  conjectured  from  a 
damaged  inscription  in  a rock  hard  by. 
The  present  edifice  is  square,  and  rises 
above  100  feet  high,  with  walls  more 
than  four  feet  thick.  'Hie  Spaniards 
let  it  go  to  ruin  ; but  the  repeated  en- 
treaties of  the  English  and  Dutch  con- 
suls to  restore  it  into  a lighthouse 
were  at  last  attended  to  by  Charles  III., 
only,  however,  when  El  Ferrol  rose 
into  importance.  La  Coruna  blazons 
on  its  shield  “ this  tower  on  rocks,  a 
lamp,  two  crossed  bones,  and  a scull 
above  crowned  with  an  orle  of  eight 
scallops  in  honour  of  Santiago con- 
sult ‘ Averigiiaciones,’  Jose'  Cornide, 
4to.  Mad.  1792,  with  plates.  In  the 
12th  century  I.a  Coruna  was  called 
La  Villa  de  Crutia ; Cor,  Car,  is  a 
common  Iberian  prefix  connected  with 
height — corona,  crown.  In  1563  La 
Coruna  was  raised  to  the  seat  of  the 
Audiencia,  which  in  1802  was  removed 
to  El  Ferrol,  and  under  the  Sistema, 
or  Constitution  of  1 820,  to  Santiago, 
to  the  infinite  subsequent  bickerings 
and  hatreds  of  the  cities.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  Audiencia  extends  over 
1,472,000  persons:  the  number  tried 
in  1 844  amounted  to  3903,  being  about 
one  in  every  377. 

La  Coruna  has  an  alta  or  upper 
quarter,  and  a baja  or  lower  one ; the 
former  contains  the  principal  "official 
and  ecclesiastical  buildings.  La  Co- 
runa has  two  ancient  churches.  That 
of  Santiago  was  commenced  in  the 
11th  century:  observe  the  tower  and 
arched  crown-like  work  at  the  top,  the 
bull’s  head  at  the  S.  door,  the  absis  in 
the  interior,  and  the  pulpit,  with  carved 
groups  of  females  at  the  pedestal. 
The  old  font  is  in  a circular  lateral 
building,  whioh  has  been  recently 
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ridiculously  repaiuted.  The  other 
church  is  La  Santa  Maria  or  La  Co- 
legiata,  with  a W.  porch  in  the  Nor-  i 
man  style  ; the  tower  has  been  finished 
off  with  a pyramidical  structure  as  at 
Leon  ; the  interior  is  dark.  The  great 
altar  is  in  an  absis. 

The  new  town,  which  was  once  La 
Pescaderia,  or  a mere  refuge  of  fisher- 
men, has  now  eclipsed  its  former  rival. 

It  is  well  built,  and  principally  with 
granite ; the  Calle  Real  is  a broad, 
well-paved,  busy,  and  handsome  street ; 
so  is  that  de  Espoz  y Mina.  The  lines 
of  balconies  with  glazed  windows  are 
the  favourite  boudoirs  of  the  women, 
who  sit  in  them  at  work.  In  the 
evening  they  saunter  out  tomar  el 
fresco  on  La  Marina , which  is  a charm- 
ing walk.  The  town  is  well  supplied 
with  everything,  the  produce  alike  of 
sea  and  land,  and  is  very  cheap.  Here 
butter,  strawberries,  and  potatoes 
abound,  luxuries  rare  in  central  Spain. 
The  asparagus  is  excellent,  and  the 
hams  and  sweetmeats  celebrated ; coal 
is  brought  from  Gijon.  As  the  sea- 
bathing is  very  good,  and  winter  is 
almost  unknown,  this  place  may 
veil  be  recommended  to  invalids  and 
economists.  The  natives  are  cheerful 
and  fair-complexioned ; the  better  fe- 
male classes  wear  the  mantilla ; the 
lower  tie  handkerchiefs  on  their  heads,  | 
with  the  hair  in  long  plaits  or  trenzas ; l 
their  walk  and  meneo  are  remarkable : ! 
the  men  are  clad  in  Pano  pardo,  and 
have  singular  monteras,  with  a red 
plume  and  a peacock’s  feather.  In 
the  lower  town  are  the  large  theatre,  I 
the  custom-house,  the  seat  of  com-  1 
merce,  and  a good  reading-room  or 
club.  The  convent  San  Agustin  has 
been  suppressed,  but  the  handsome 
modern  classical  church  serves  for  the 
parish,-  while  the  rest  of  the  edifice 
is  converted  into  municipal  offices. 
There  is  little  fine  art  here:  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Campo  Santo  is  a copy  of 
Murillo’s  Virgen  de  la  Servilleta  ; and 
some  poor  Pasos  of  San  Nicolas,  the 
Virgin,  and  San  Ignacio  are  paraded 
on  fiestas. 

The  entrance  of  the  port,  or  Boca 
del  Puerto,  is  defended  by  the  castle 
San  Anton,  and  the  land  approach  by 


the  cortadura.  A line  of  fortification 
towards  the  old  town  is  about  to  be 
turned  into  a glacis.  La  Coruna  in 
war-time  used  to  be  a nest  of  priva- 
teers, who  molested  the  chaps  of  the 
British  Channel,  which  armed  steamers 
will  in  future  prevent.  Herrings  and 
pilchards  abound  on  this  coast,  and 
afford  occupation  to  the  many  fisher- 
men. Although  the  entrance  is  not 
very  good,  the  port  is  safe  and  deep.' 
The  circuit,  including  Betanzos,  Var- 
monde,  Villalba,  Mondonedo,  the 
Valles  de  Oro  and  Vivero,  to  Puentes 
de  Garcia  Rodriguez,  receives  capital 
trout-streams ; among  the  best  are  the 
Allones,  Eume,  Ladra,  Mino,  Lamia, 
Azumara,  Parga,  Turia,  Eo,  Masma, 
and  Jubia.  The  map  by  Tomas  Lo- 
pez, in  the  ‘ Esp.  Sag.’  (vol.  xviii.),  is 
of  great  use  for  the  localities  between 
| Lugo,  La  Coruna,  and  Mondonedo. 

Ascending  the  heights  and  looking 
| down  on  the  land-locked  bay,  what  glo- 
rious and  sad  recollections  crowd  on 
the  English  sailor  and  soldier’s  memory ! 
Here,  in  1386,  John  of  Gaunt  landed, 
claiming  the  crown  of  Castile  in  right 
of  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Pedro  the 
Cruel;  here, in  May,  1588,  was  refitted 
during  four  weeks  the  Spanish  Invin- 
cible Armada,  which  sailed  in  June 
out  of  this  port,  after  the  first  false 
start  from  Lisbon,  to  easy  and  imme- 
diate defeat,  which  Philip  II.  and  Spa- 
niards to  this  day  (Mellado,  3rd  edit., 
p.  27)  ascribe  to  the  elements,  just  as 
Buonaparte  accounted  for  the  accident 
of  Trafalgar.  But  those  hearts  of  oak 
who  weather  the  battle  and  the  breeze, 
a combination  hateful  to  your  foreign 
lubber,  did  the  work,  as  they  will 
again.  Their  prowess  sank  so  deeply 
into  the  minds  of  the  shrewd  people  of 
Spain,  that  it  became  a proverb,  Con 
todo  el  mundo  guerra,  y paz  con  Ingla- 
terra.  La  Coruna  was  taken,  April, 
1589  (o.  8.),  by  Drake  and  Norris  with 
| only  1 200  men,  the  Spanish  fleet  flying 
to  El  Ferrol,  the  garrison  to  the  citadel. 
Hence  the  expression  of  Gongora  (Du- 
. ran,  iii.  123) — 

Mat  bien  pcloteada 

Que  La  Coruna  del  Draque. 

j Next  let  our  soldier  reader  turn  his 
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eyes  inland,  sweeping  over  Corunna, 
whose  name  alone  suggests  the  battle, 
the  triumph,  and  the  victor’s  death. 
This  hard  action  was  fought,  Jan.  16, 
1809,  on  the  heights  of  Elvina,  behind 
the  town.  Moore’s  position  was  bad, 
but  from  no  fault  of  his,  for  with  only 
13,244  men  he  could  not  defend  the 
stronger  but  more  extended  line  of  the 
outer  heights  against  the  superior 
numbers  of  the  French,  and  he  lacked 
his  embarked  artillery  ; he  was  thus 
obliged  to  occupy  the  range  nearer  the 
town.  About  two  in  the  afternoon 
20,000  French,  with  great  superiority 
of  cavalry  and  artillery,  made  an  at- 
tack, and  were  everywhere  most  sig- 
nally repulsed  ; the  4th,  42nd,  and  50th, 
under  Baird,  putting  to  flight  at  El- 
vina a whole  column  commanded  by  our 
libeller  Foy,  whose  defence  was  most 
“feeble  ” (Nap.  iv.  5).  Meantime,  dif- 
ferent battles  were  going  on  in  different 
parts  of  the  ground,  and  at  every  one 
the  foe  was  simultaneously  beaten.  La 
Houssaye,  the  plunderer  of  the  Escorial, 
Cuenca,  and  Toledo,  next  turned  and 
fled  with  his  dragoons,  Paget  riding 
down  the  enemy,  and  threatening  their 
whole  left ; and  then,  had  our  lines  ad- 
vanced, Soult  must  have  had  recourse 
to  flight  The  English  loss  amounted 
to  700,  and  that  of  the  French  exceeded 
3000,  as  their  column  was  riddled  by 
our  steady  lines  at  Elvina,  and  fortu- 
nately before  the  battle  our  men  were 
supplied  with  fresh  muskets  and  am- 
munition. Moore,  like  Wolfe,  Aber- 
crombie, and  Nelson,  lived  long  enough 
to  know  that  the  foe  was  defeated,  and 
therefore,  like  them,  died  happily,  hav- 
ing “ done  his  duty.”  His  last  words — 
and  the  tongues  of  dying  men  enforce 
attention  like  deep  harmony — were  in 
anticipation  of  his  posthumous  calum- 
niators ; “ I hope  the  people  of  England 
will  be  satisfied ; I hope  my  country 
will  do  me  justice.”  The  dispatch  of 
Gen.  Hope  is  one  of  the  most  simple, 
manly,  pathetic,  and  beautiful  compo- 
sitions ever  written  by  a soldier's  pen, 
and  the  very  antithesis  in  taste  and  truth 
to  Buonaparte’s  bulletin.  “ Les  An- 
glais,” says  he  (CEuv.  v.  383),  “ furent 
abordes  franehement  par  la  premiere 
brigade,  qui  les  culbuta,  et  les  delogea 


du  village  d’Elvina  1 ! L’eonemi,  cul- 
bute  de  ses  positions,  se  retira  dans  les 
jardins  qui  sont  autour  de  la  Corogne. 
La  nuit  devenant  tres-obscure,  on  fut 
obligd  de  suspendre  l’attaque : l’ennemi 
en  a profitc'  pour  s’embarquer  en  toute 
h&te ; nous  n’avons  eu  d’engage's  pen- 
dant le  combat  qu’environ  6000.  N otre 
perte  s’elfeve  h cent  hommes  [t.  e.  3000] : 
l’opinion  des  habitans  du  pays,  et  des 
deserteurs,  est  que  le  nombre  des  blesses 
[English]  excfcde  2500  — des  38,000 
hommes  que  les  Anglais  avaient  ddbar- 
quds,  on  peut  assurer  qu’h  peine  24,000 
retourneront  en  Angleterre.  Les  regi- 
mens Anglais  portant  les  numeros  42, 
50,  52,  ont  et6  entierement  ditniits. 
L’arra4e  Anglaise  avait  de'barqud  plus 
de  80  pieces  de  canon,  elle  n’en  a pas 
rein  barque  1 2 ; le  reste  a ete  pris,  ou 
perdu ; et  de  compte  fait,  nous  nous 
trouvons  en  possession  de  60  pifeces  de 
canon  Anglais.”  “ Lord  ! Lord ! how 
this  world  is  given  to'lying !”  says  the 
comparatively  veracious  Falstaff. 

The  truth  was,  that  the  embarkation 
took  place  with  perfect  order,  and  was 
unmolested  by  the  worsted  foe;  and 
had  the  English  army  only  then  been 
turned  against  Soult,  he  himself  must 
have  retired,  and  he  knew  it. 

The  Corunnese  distinguished  them- 
selves both  before  and  after  the  battle. 
Their  first  step  was  to  detain  Baird 
and  his  6000  English  on  board  their 
transports  from  Oct.  13th  to  31st,  al- 
though coming  to  aid  them  against  the 
invaders,  refusing  even  to  let  them  dis- 
embark without  an  order  from  Madrid ; 
and  then  they  never  gave  them,  or  even 
offered,  any  assistance. 

While  the  English  remained  at  La  Co- 
runa, the  town  was  safe,  but  no  sooner 
were  they  embarked  than  the  com- 
mander; Don  Antonio  Acedo,  hastened 
on  the  19th  to  surrender  to  Soult,  who 
otherwise,  from  having  no  battering 
train,  never  could  have  taken  the  place 
and  citadel.  Soult,  thus  provided  with 
Spanish  cannon,  turned  them  against 
El  Ferrol  ou  the  22nd.  This  import- 
ant arsenal  was  garrisoned  by  8000 
men,  but  the  governor,  Francisco  Mel- 
garejo,  and  his  colleague  Pedro  Obre- 
gon,  surrendered  also  on  the  26th,  by 
which  Soult  obtained  the  stores  pro- 
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vided  by  England  for  these  patriots, 
and  also  8 8panish  ships  of  the  line. 
He  was  thus  enabled  to  conquer  Gal- 
licia  and  invade  Portugal.  To  com- 
plete their  infamy,  Aeedo  and  Obregon 
became  Afrancesados,  and  the  latter 
was  made  French  commandant  of  El 
Ferrol. 

Turn  we  to  better  men  ; and,  ascend- 
ing to  the  extremity  of  the  upper  town, 
visit  the  Campo  de  San  Carlos  and  the 
grave  of  Moore,  whose  mourners  were 
two  hosts,  his  friends  and  fbes.  His 
requiem  has  been  sung  by  Charles 
Wolfe,  and  rivals  the  elegy  of  Gray. 

Moore  was  interred  in  his  martial 
cloak  by  a party  of  the  9th  on  the 
ramparts,  but  the  body  was  afterwards 
removed  by  the  Marquis  Romana  to 
its  present  resting-place,  and  a monu- 
ment was  raised,  the  expense  being 
defrayed  by  the  British  Government ; 
this  was  soon  neglected  by  the  Corun- 
nese,  and  became  a temple  to  Cloacina 
Gallega.  In  1824  it  was  restored  and 
enclosed  by  our  consul  Mr.  Bartlett, 
also  at  our  government’s  order  and 
expense,  as  a stone  within  the  barrier 
records : the  place  was  again  soon  be- 
mired  by  the  Corunnese,  and  so  con- 
tinued until  1839,  when  Gen,  Maza- 
redo,  who  had  lived  much  in  England, 
raised  a subscription  among  the  Eng- 
lish, cleansed  and  repaired  the  tomb, 
and  planted  the  ground  for  a publio 
Alameda,  having  had  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty to  induce  the  Xefe-politico  to 
give  his  consent ; now  a sentry  is 
placed  here,  and  the  walk  is  a fashion- 
able lounge : read  Mazaredo’s  inscrip- 
tion in  the  summer-house.  Napier  (iv. 
5),  in  his  ultra-advocacy  of  Soult,  says, 
that  “ He,  with  a noble  feeling  of  re- 
spect for  Moore’s  valour,  raised  a mo- 
nument to  his  memory;”  now  what 
say  even  the  French  themselves : — 
" The  marshal,  being  informed  of  the 
spot  where  Gen.  Moore  had  been  killed, 
caused  an  inscription  to  be  cut  on  the 
adjoining  rock  to  record  that  event, 
and  the  victory  gained  by  the  French 
army  ” (Le  Noble,  45).  In  justice  to 
his  Grace  of  Dalmatia,  Soult,  who 
knew  how  handsomely  he  himself  had 
been  beaten,  said  nothing  about  this 
victory,  as  his  inscription  simply  ran, 


“ Hie  cecidit  Joannes  Moore,  dux  ex- 
ercitus,  in  pugna,  Jan.  xvi.  1809  ; con- 
tra Gallos  a duoe  Dalmatia'  ductos  ” 
(Maid.  ii.  101). 

The  summer  route  from  Southamp- 
ton by  La  CoriiHa  to  Madrid  is  the 
shortest  and  most  agreeable.  It  has 
been  accomplished  in  a week.  The 
steamer  arrives  in  about  85  hours,  and 
the  roval  mail  reaches  the  capital  in 
three  days  and  a half.  This  carriage 
starts  three  times  a-week,  and,  as  it 
only  takes  three  passengers,  persons 
should  write  beforehand  to  secure 
places.  The  route  runs  through  Be- 
tanzos  and  Lugo,  where  it  stops  2 hours 
for  breakfast ; Villafranca,  1 hour  for 
dinner ; Astorga,  1 hour ; Benavente, 
1 hour ; Medina  del  Campo,  2 hours ; 
Orvitu,  half  an  hour;  Villacastin,  l 
hour.  The  road  varies : in  some  parts 
it  is  good,  in  others  execrable. 

But,  before  starting,  El  Ferrol  should 
by  all  means  be  visited  from  La  Co- 
runa. The  land  route  is  about  9J  L. ; 
after  Betanzos  it  coasts  the  Ensenada 
de  Sada  by  a rough  road,  with  fine 
views  over  sea  and  land.  Then  the 
Eume  is  crossed,  and  afterwards  the 
Jubia  at  Neda.  El  Ferrol  lies  oppo- 
site to  the  r.  higher  up  to  the  1.  At 
Jnbia  is  a considerable  copper- work 
establishment,  founded  by  Eugenio 
Isquierdo.  The  better  plan,  however, 
is  to  oross  over  from  La  Coruna,  from 
whence  it  lies  distant  about  4 L.  N.  E., 
in  the  steamer  (when  there  is  one)  in 
about  two  hours.  Formerly  this  was 
very  troublesome  to  sailing-boats,  from 
the  swell  on  this  iron-bound  coast, 
especially  near  the  rock  La  Pena  de 
la  Marola ; hence  the  proverb,  “ Quien 
pasa  la  Marola,  pasa  la  Mar  toda.” 
On  entering  the  land-locked  channel 
between  Monte  Faro  to  the  r.  and 
Cabo  Priorino  to  the  1.,  the  situation 
of  this  harbour  scooped  out  by  nature 
is  very  striking,  while  art  has  defended 
the  narrow  entrance  by  the  two  castles 
of  San  Felipe  and  Palma.  The  Posada 
de  San  Felipe  is  tolerable.  The  name 
of  El  Ferrol  is  derived  from  an  an- 
cient farol  or  light ; originally  it  was  a 
mere  fishing  town,  and  was  not  wanted 
fbr  marine  purposes  or  as  an  arsenal, 
since  the  Spaniards,  while  possessed  of 
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Italy  and  the  Low  Countries,  procured  I 
their  artillery  from  Milan,  and  their 
fleets,  ready  built  and  rigged,  from 
Holland. 

The  Spanish  Bourbons,  when  de- 
prived of  these  resources,  endeavoured 
to  replace  them  by  native  industry. 
Charles  III.,  who  never  forgave  the 
English  for  having  sailed  into  Naples, 
and  who  added  to  that  feeling  all  his 
family’s  fear  and  hatred,  selected  this 
spot,  for  which  nature  had  done  so 
much,  and  created  what  then  was  the 
finest  naval  arsenal  in  the  world ; it 
was  destined  exclusively  for  the  royal 
navy:  see  the  careful  details  in  Mi- 
nano,  iv.  supp.  276,  with  the  good  map, 
by  Col.  Angel,  del  Arenal.  The  land- 
side  was  fortified  in  1769-74  with  a 
wall  on  which  200  cannon  might  be 
mounted.  The  new  town  was  next 
built  between  the  old  one  and  the 
planted  Esteiro ; the  one  is  all  irre- 
gular, the  other  a parallelogram  of 
seven  streets  in  width  by  nine  in  length, 
intersecting  each  other  at  r.  angles  ; it 
has  two  square  plazas,  by  name  la  de 
Dolores  and  la  del  Carmen.  In  this, 
Gen.  Abadia  erected,  in  1812,  a foun- 
tain in  honour  of  one  Cosine  Churruca, 
killed  at  Trafalgar.  The  pleasant 
public  Alameda  lies  between  the  new 
town  and  the  Astillero  or  gigantic 
dockyard.  Here  is  the  Parroquia  San 
Julian,  rebuilt  in  1772.  We  enter  the 
dockyard  or  Darsena  at  the  Puerta 
del  Parque ; to  the  r.  is  the  Doric 
Sala  de  las  Armas.  The  dockyard  is 
divided  into  a smaller  outward,  and  a 
larger  inward  portion,  the  whole  space 
exceeding  1 1 5.000  square  yards.  Be- 
hind the  inner  dock  or  dique  are  the 
dwellings  of  the  operatives,  and  in  the 
N.  angle  are  the  foundries,  rope-walks, 
and  magazines,  now  full  of  nothing- 
ness : but  throughout,  the  grandeur  of 
conception,  style  of  execution,  and 
finish  of  masonry  is  truly  Roman. 
Passing  out  of  the  Puerta  del  Dique,  to 
the  r.  is  the  Esteiro,  the  hospital,  the 
arsenals  Carranza  and  Carracon  (the 
augmentative  of  Carraca)  for  timber, 
the  Presidio  or  prison  for  the  convicts, 
and  the  Gradas  de  Construccion,  or 
building-slips.  This  arsenal,  however 
dilapidated,  still  retains  what  nature 
Sp. 


has  done  for  it,  a land-locked  bay ; 
while  Gijon  can  supply  coal,  the  forests 
of  Asturias  timber,  and  Cargadelos 
iron  for  cannon  and  shot.  The  water, 
especially  that  of  La  Grana.  is  deli- 
cious, while  that  in  the  Darsena  is  free 
from  the  teredo  navalis,  the  Carcoma. 
El  Ferrol,  like  La  Carraca  and  Car- 
tagena,  is  a sad  emblem  of  the  navy  of 
Spain ; the  population  has  dwindled 
down  to  some  13,000,  and  is  poverty- 
stricken  and  unemployed. 

The  Ferrol  was  menaced  August  25, 
1802,  by  Adm.  Walker  and  Gen.  Pul- 
teney.  This  peddling  paltry  expedi- 
tion, sent  out  with  no  precise  object, 
failed,  like  that  of  Antwerp,  from  the 
combined  indecision  of  the  leaders. 
Had  they  sailed  boldly  up  to  the  Ferrol, 
the  Gallieians  were  only  waiting  to 
surrender,  being,  as  usual,  absolutely 
without  means  of  defence  either  by  sea 
or  land.  Now  the  Ferrolese  are  all 
heroes,  and  the  failures  of  others  are 
imputed  to  them  as  merits ; the  “ Bi- 
zarria  of  a pufiado  of  Spaniards  baffled 
12,000  to  15,000  English,”  says  Paez 
(i.  302).  But  El  Ferrol,  had  it  only 
been  attacked,  could  and  would  do 
more  have  resisted  English  sailors  than 
it  did  French  soldiers.  When  Ney 
(July  22,  1809)  evacuated  it,  after 
Soult’s  defeat  at  Oporto,  he  destroyed 
the  stores  and  disabled  the  defences. 
Capt.  Hotham  landed  on  the  26th  with 
a handful  of  seamen,  and  compelled 
the  Spanish  garrison,  allies  of  the 
French,  to  surrender. 

Those  who  are  going  from  La  Co- 
runa to  Aviles  ana  Oviedo  have  the 
choiee  of  two  routes ; one,  which  is  the 
shortest,  passes  from  El  Ferrol  to  Mon- 
doneda. 

ROCTE  84. — EL  FERROL  TO  MON- 
DONEDO. 

Jnhja  ......  t 

Eapinwedo  S 

Lousada  .....  3 ..  8 

Mondofiedo  . . . .3  ..13 

After  Jubia,  where  there  is  a copper- 
work  establishment,  the  river  of  the 
. same  name  is  crossed,  and  then,  after 
Espinaredo,  the  Eume  at  the  Puente 
de  Garcia  Rodriguez:  a dreary  wild 
dehesa  or  gdndara  leads  to  the  crystal 
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Ladra,  which  is  crossed  before  reaching 
Lousada  ; after  which  the  country  be- 
comes more  hilly  (for  Mondonedo  see 
E.  92').  This  is  the  shortest  line; 
but  the  route  is  intricate,  and  the  ac- 
commodation bad ; however,  to  the 
angler  nothing  can  be  more  favour- 
able. 

The  other  route  makes  a circuit  by 
Bctanzos  (see  p.  356),  whence,  after 
crossing  die  Mandco,  which  is  kept 
to  the  1.,  we  reach  Labrada  4 L. ; and 
thence  over  a dreary  track,  part  moor, 
part  swamp,  passing  tributaries  of  the 
Ladra  to  that  sweet  trout-stream  itself, 
after  traversing  which  is  ViUalba, 
about  3 L.,  where  sleep,  and,  as  there 
is  a decent  posada , it  might  be  made 
the  head-quarters  of  a fisherman.  The 
antiquarian  will  observe  a curious  old 
tower  in  the  walls.  Next  day  cross  a 
cuet'ta  which  divides  the  basins  of  the 
Ladra  from  those  of  the  Tamboga  and 
Lama,  tributaries  of  the  Miiio,  and  all 
made  for  Izaak  Walton.  N.B.  Take 
a local  guide,  and  attend  to  the  pro- 
vend. 


to  the  King  of  Portugal,  and  the 
other,  Comtanza,  to  the  son  and  heir 
of  John  of  Castile. 

ROUTE  85. — LA  CORUNA  TO  8ANTIACO. 

Palahes 1 

Caml It  ..  3 

Leira 8 ..  i 

Siqueiro 3 ..  * 

Santiago 1+  ..  9$ 

The  gondola  or  diligence  performs 
this  uninteresting  route  in  from  six 
to  seven  hours.  After  1 L.  of  to- 
lerably cultivated  land,  a long  hill 
is  ascended,  and  then  the  dreary 
moor-like  country  continues  to  Sant- 
iago, which,  like  Madrid,  has  neither 
gardens  nor  enclosures  to  mark  the 
vicinity  of  a capital  and  holy  city  of 
pilgrimage. 

Those  proceeding  from  Lugo  to  the 
Asturias  may  either  reach  Santiago  by 
La  Coruna,  or  ride  across  the  country 
direct.  There  are  two  routes,  and 
both  equally  bad : however,  there  is 
excellent  fishing  in  the  Ulla  below 
i Mellid. 


LA  CORUNA  TO  SANTIAGO. 

The  corner  of  Gallicia  between  La 
Coruna,  Vigo,  and  Orense  is  interest- 
ing to  the  reader  of  Froissart,  as  being 
the  scene  of  the  expedition,  in  1386, 
of  John  of  Gaunt,  “time-honoured 
Lancaster,”  who  was  three  days 
marching  the  9j  L.  to  Santiago,  for 
the  hardships  of  Spain  remain  un-  ! 
changed,  and  such  as  Moore  found  ] 
this  district  in  our  times  did  he  do  I 
then.  Santiago  surrendered  at  once  I 
to  the  English,  as  it  did  in  our  times 
to  the  French.  John  of  Gaunt  re- 
sided in  it  during  the  guerrilla  carried 
on  by  his  men-at-arms,  he  himself  in- 
gloriously  idling  away  his  time  with 
his  court  and  ladies  like  a Sardanapa- 
lus.  He  lost  out  of  5000  men  more 
than  half,  without  striking  one  blow 
beyond  capturing  small  towns,  who 
perished  from  sickness  and  want  in 
hungry  Spain,  the  French  allies  of 
the  king  of  Castile  having  advised  him 
to  avoid  general  actions,  and  let  the 
English  starve,  which  they  did.  He, 
however,  accomplished  part  of  his  ob- 
ject by  marrying  onedaughter,  Pkilipa, 


ROUTE  86. — LUGO  TO  SANTIAGO. 

San  Miguel  de  Rocorrin  . 2 
Puente  ferreira  . • • 2 ..  4 

Mellid 3 ..  7 

Arzua 2 ..  9 

San  Miguel  de  Salceda  .2  . . 1 1 

Omenal 2 ..IS 

Santiago 2 ..15 


The  other,  which  is  equally  bad, 
is  even  a better  line  for  the  angler. 
The  distance  is  about  the  same ; the 
leagues,  although  we  have  twice  ridden 
every  one  of  them,  are  guess-work,  and 
very  long. 


After  crossing  the  Mino  by  a noble 
bridge,  ascend  the  chesnut-clad 
heights,  and  look  back  on  the  grand 
view  of  Lugo,  with  its  cathedral  and 
long  lines  of  turreted  walls.  Hence 
over  swamps,  moors,  rivers,  and  de- 
testable roads,  to  Sobrado,  situated  on 
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the  fine  trout-stream,  the  Tambre, 
where  sleep,  and  sup  on  rich  fish  at 
the  poor  posada.  The  village  clusters 
round  a Bernardine  convent,  once 
lord  of  all  around.  The  noble  domain 
is  enclosed  with  tower-guarded  walls ; 
everything  is  in  contrast  with  the 
lowly  village,  but  the  fat  and  portly 
monks  are  gone.  The  edifice  was 
pillaged  and  injured  by  the  French, 
but  was  repaired  in  1832.  The  prin- 
cipal fa$ade  is  Doric.  The  grand 
patio  is  unfinished.  The  overcharged 
ornate  front  of  the  chapel,  with  fluted 
pillars  and  lozenge-enriched  pilasters, 
is  in  imitation  of  that  of  the  Lugo 
cathedral,  and  in  the  bad  taste  of  1676. 

Under  the  dark  coro  are  some  fine 
tombs  of  recumbent  warriors  in  twisted 
mail,  of  the  Ulloa  family,  1465.  Hence 
a 9 hours’  ride  over  a desolate  coun- 
try to  Santiago.  Midway  some  wild 
moors  lead  to  San  Gregorio,  a her- 
mitage, which,  with  its  clump  of 
storm-stunted  firs,  is  seen  from  afar. 
The  shooting  here  is  excellent.  Next 
we  reach  San  Marcos,  thus  correctly 
described  by  the  old  pilgrim  in  Pur- 
chas : “ Upon  a hill  hit  stondez  on  hee, 
where  Sent  Jarnez  ferst  schalt  thou 
see;”  and  from  hence  still  the  dark 
granite  towers  of  Santiago  first  catch 
the  wayworn  traveller’s  eye,  and  the 
deep-mouthed  tolling  bells  salute  his 
ear.  To  the  r.  rises  the  barren  rocky 
Monte  Dalmatico,  while  the  green  slope 
to  the  1.  is  crowned  with  the  convent 
Bel  vis,  and  beyond  stretch  undulating 
hills  and  distant  mountains ; here  the 
pilgrim  of  yore  uncovered,  and  pro- 
ceeded, the  very  penitent  on  his  knees, 
singing  hymns  up  to  the  holy  city’s 
gates.  There  droves  of  mendicants 
snuff  the  stranger’s  arrival,  and  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  escape  from  the 
pains  and  perils  of  Gallician  travel, 
and  beg  charity  for  the  sake  of  his 
deliverer,  the  great  apostle,  concluding 
with  prayers  for  the  donor’s  safe  return 
to  his  home  and  wife ; “ May  Santiago 
give  you  health  and  defend  you  from 
all  enemies.” 

SANTIAGO:  the  best  inns  are  las 
Animas,  kept  by  la  Vizcaina,  a re- 
spectable Basque  widow,  in  la  Rua 
Nueva — it  is  clean  and  orderly  ; and 


la  Posada  de  Martin  Moreno,  en  las 
Cases  Reales.  The  Maragatos  put  up 
in  the  Rua  de  San  Pedro.  They  go 
to  Valladolid  in  about  12,  and  to 
Madrid  in  15  days;  and  those  who, 
having  landed  at  Vigo,  propose  a 
riding  tour,  may  safely  trust  them 
with  the  conveyance  of  any  heavy 
baggage. 

Reg  Romero  (King  Pilgrim),  16, 
Calle  de  la  Azahacheria,  is  a good 
bookseller  for  those  about  to  start  on 
Spanish  travel. 

The  town  of  Santiago  is  so  named 
after  the  Spanish  name  of  St.  James 
the  Elder ; it  is  also  called  Compostella, 
Campus  Stella1,  because  a star  pointed 
out  where  his  body  was  concealed, 
which  is  a sounder  etymology  than 
the  Giocomo  Apostolo  of  the  Italians. 

Fully  to  enjoy  a visit  to  this  once 
celebrated  pilgrim’s  shrine,  the  leading 
points  of  the  legend  of  Santiago  should 
be  known ; he  is  the  St.  George,  the 
tutelar  champion  of  Spain,  the  Patron 
y CapitanGeneral  ; the  church-autho- 
rized best  authorities  ou  this  history 
are  cited  in  a note  below  for  the  bene- 
fit of  those  who  wish  to  go  deeper  into 
the  extraordinary  subject.*  According 
to  Spanish  theologians,  St.  James  the 
elder,  accompanied  by  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  came  to  Spain  immediately  after 
the  Crucifixion ; the  former  returned 
to  Jerusalem  and  was  beheaded  in  the 
year  42,  and  the  body  was  taken  to 
Joppa;  there  a boat  appeared  of  its 
own  accord,  into  which  the  corpse  em- 
barked itself,  and  was  conveyed  in 
7 days  to  Padron,  a town  4 L.  below 
Santiago  : it  rested  there  on  a stone 
which  hollowed  itself  out  to  receive  it, 
being,  however,  according  to  some 
divines,  the  vehicle  in  which  the  body 
sailed ; the  corpse  was  then  placed  in 
a cave  sacred  to  Bacchus,  and  forgotten 
for  nearly  800  years,  when  a hermit, 
named  Pelagius,  informed  Theodomi- 

* The  learned  Latin  reply  to  Baroniua ; 
Hispnninrum  Vindiciee  Tutelares,  Louvain, 
1608  : HitUnria  del  Apostul  Sanctingo,  Mauro 
Caitellar  Ferrer,  fol  Mad.  1610;  Hutoria  del 
Olurituo  Apnstol,  Hernando  Orea,  8vo.  Mad. 
1615;  El  Tcatro  de  Santiago,  Gil  Gonzalea  ; 
Espaiia  Sagrada,  Florez,  vol.  iii. ; M.  Crie’a 
Reformation  in  Spain,  p.  5 ; and  the  Brat  edi- 
tion of  this  Hand-book,  p.  660  et  teq. 
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l us,  the  Bishop  of  Padron,  that  he  saw 
heavenly  lights  hovering  over  a certain 
site,  where  a body  was  found,  and  a 
church  built  by  Alonso  el  Casto,  and 
endowed  with  all  the  rich  land  for 
three  miles  around.  In  829  the  corpse 
was  removed  to  Santiago,  wild  bulls 
coming  of  their  own  accord  to  draw 
it.  Santiago  appeared  in  person  at 
the  battle  of  Clavijo,  mounted  on  a 
white  horse,  and  killed  60,000  Moors, 
whence  he  is  termed  by  Cervantes 
Don  Diego  Matamoros.  It  was  here 
that  he  dropped  those  veneras  or  scallop- 
shells  which  are  worn  by  pilgrims  in 
remembrance.  In  reward  for  his  aid, 
a corn-rent  was,  or  was  said  to  have 
been,  granted  in  846  by  King  Ramiro, 
of  a bushel  of  gram  from  every 
ploughed  acre  in  Spain : this  voto  was 
also  called  el  Morrion,*  from  being 
the  quantity  contained  by  the  apostle’s 
helmet,  and  was  rigidly  exacted  even 
in  Ferdinand  VII.’s  time. 

The  original  cathedral  was  destroyed 
by  Al-Mansur,  Wednesday,  August 
10th,  997  ; he  could  not  find  the  body, 
which  afterwards  was  still  more  effect- 
ually concealed  by  Gelmirez,  the  first 
Archbishop,  f in  the  foundations  of 
the  new  cathedral. 

The  possession  of  the  body  of  the 
apostle  inspired  the  Spanish  Chris- 
tians, and  caused  the  infidels  to  trem- 
ble ; they  termed  the  city  Shant  Jahoh, 
the  holy  James,  and  describe  the 
Kabuli,  or  colossal  image,  in  the  centre 
of  the  church,  to  which  pilgrims 
flocked  from  all  parts  of  the  world 
(see  the  curious  details,  Moh.  Dyn.  i. 
74,  ii.  193). 

The  Spaniards,  being  prohibited  by 
the  Pope  from  crusading  to  the  holy 
land,  because  they  had  the  infidel  on 
their  own  soil,  considered  a visit  to 
Compostella  equal  to  one  to  Jerusalem, 
as  the  Spanish  Moors,  who  could  not 
go  to  Mecca,  held  the  Ceca  y Cordova 
to  be  equivalent.  As  they  guarded 
their  shrine,  frontiers,  and  pilgrims  by 

* On  this  subject  see  Mariana,  vii.  13,  and 
the  paper  of  Oamino,  Memorial  /tea  Hitt.,  iv. 

t See  for  most  curious  details  J/a  Compostel- 
iana,  or  the  contemporary  history,  by  his  two 
canons,  Hugo  »nd  Ginldo,  which  is  printed  in 
the  Hi  pan  a Sat/rada,  vol.  xx. 


| rabitos,  or  soldier  monks,  so  the  Spa- 
niards instituted  their  church-militant 
knights  of  Santiago.  The  order  was 
founded  in  1158  by  Fernando  II.  of 
Leon,  and  soon  became  so  rich  and 
powerful,  that  the  Maestre  de  Santiago 
figures  in  early  annals  as  a rival  to 
the  monarch.  The  grand-mastership 
was  merged  into  the  crown  under 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 

In  the  mediaeval  ages  the  duty  of  a 
pilgrimage  to  Compostella  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  many  cases  to  take 
up  an  inheritance,  and  its  frequent 
occurrence  led  to  the  construction  of 
roads,  bridges,  and  hospitals,  — to 
armed  associations,  which  put  down 
robbers  and  maintained  order:  thus 
the  violence  of  brute  force  was  tem- 
pered. 

At  the  marriage  of  our  Edward  I., 
in  1254,  with  Leonora,  sister  of  Alonso 
el  Sabio,  a protection  to  English  pil- 
grims was  stipulated  for;  but  they 
came  in  such  numbers  as  to  alarm  the 
French,  insomuch  that,  when  Enrique 
II.  was  enabled  by  them  to  dethrone 
Don  Pedro,  he  was  compelled  by  his 
allies  to  prevent  any  English  what- 
ever entering  Spain  without  the  French 
king’s  permission.  The  capture  of 
Santiago  by  John  of  Gaunt  increased 
the  difficulties,  by  rousing  the  suspi- 
cions of  Spain  also.  The  numbers  in 
the  1 5th  century  were  also  great. 
Rymer  (x.  xi.)  mentions  916  licences 
granted  to  English  in  1428,. and  2460 
in  1434. 

The  visits  of  our  countrymen  ceased 
at  the  Reformation,  since  which  the 
system  of  pilgrimage  has  gradually 
diminished,  and  now  scarcely  exists 
here  except  among  the  lowest  classes 
and  itinerant  beggars,  who  are  by  no 
means  viewed  as  holy  persons  by  the 
natives — Perdone  V.  por  Dios,  Her- 
mano  ! The  shrewd  mendicant  tribe 
avoid  them,  and  smell  a strange  pil- 
grim, for  whom  even  the  blind  are  on 
a look-out  ere  he  descends  the  hill 
of  San  Marcos ; he  enters  the  holy 
city  attended  by  a suite  hoarse  with 
damp  and  importunity— quffire  pere- 
grin am,  vicinia  rauca  reclamat. 

Santiago,  although  much  shorn  of 
its  former  religious  and  civil  dignities, 


Gallicia.  route  87. — Santiago — the  cathedral. 


365 


is  still  the  see  of  an  archbishop,  with  a 
cathedral,  2 collegiate  and  15  parish 
churches.  Its  numerous  convents  were 
plundered  and  desecrated  by  the  in- 
vaders in  1809,  and  since  have  been 
suppressed;  built  for  monks,  and  fit 
for  nothing  else,  they  now  remain  like 
untenanted,  rifled  sepulchres  going  to 
ruin,  and  adding  to  the  melancholy 
appearance  of  this  melancholy  town,  on 
which  the  Levitical  character  is  still 
deeply  impressed. 

The  removal  of  the  captain-general 
and  the  audiencia  to  La  Coruna  has 
injured  it,  by  taking  away  the  military, 
the  legal  profession,  and  clients.  The 
university  alone  remaius,  which  has  a 
good  library,  and  is  much  frequented 
by  Galiician  students. 

Santiago  is  built  on  an  uneven,  irre- 
gular site ; thus  the  convent  of  San 
Francisco  lies  almost  in  a hole:  the 
cathedral  occupies  the  heart  of  the  city, 
and  indeed  it  was  the  origin  of  its  life ; 
from  this  centre  many  veins  of  streets 
diverge,  and  the  apostle’s  tomb  may  be 
compared  to  a spider  in  the  middle  of 
its  web,  catching  strange  and  foolish 
flies.  The  town  is  damp,  cold,  full  of 
arcades,  fountains,  and  scallop-shells ; 
it  has  a sombre  look,  owing  to  the 
effect  of  humidity  on  its  granite  mate- 
rials. From  the  constant  rain  this  holy 
city  is  irreverently  called  el  Orinal  de 
Espana,  therefore  everybody  carries  an 
umbrella;  the  peasants  add  also  a stick, 
for  their  love  of  broils  is  not  damped. 
The  wet  weather  is  favourable  to  vege- 
table productions,  and  the  clouds  drop 
fatness ; in  consequence  the  town  is 
cheap  aud  well  supplied  with  fruit, 
among  which  the  Urraca  pear  is  deli- 
cious ; the  sea  and  river  fish,  especially 
trout,  is  excellent.  The  rivulets  Sar 
and  Sarela,  better  known  as  the  toad- 
streams,  l os  rios  de  los  Sapos,  flow  to 
the  N.  W.  The  best  streets  run  paral- 
lel to  each  other,  such  as  la  Rua  Nueva 
and  la  Rua  del  Villar. 

The  situation  is  very  picturesque : 
for  general  views  ascend  the  cathedral 
tower,  taking  up  the  good  map  of  the 
town  by  Juan  Freyre;  walk  up  to  the 
Monte  de  la  Almaziza  to  the  E.  near 
the  quarries,  and  looking  over  Santa 
Clara,  a noble  view ; saunter  also  to 


the  Alameda  de  Santa  Susana,  going 
' out  at  the  Puerta  Fajera,  on  to  the 
Campo  de  Feria,  and  thence  to  the 
Crucero  del  Gayo,  and  if  you  have  time 
up  to  the  Monte  Pedroso,  from  whence 
the  panorama  is  as  extensive  as  beauti- 
: ful. 

Of  course  the  cathedral  is  the  grand 
object  of  every  pilgrim  to  Compostella : 
first  let  him  examine  the  exterior ; 
each  of  its  four  fronts  looks  on  to  an 
open  plaza  ; the  largest  of  these  lies  to 
the  W.,  or  the  grand  entrance ; it  is 
called  El  Mayor,  or  El  Real,  and  is 
really  royal. 

The  first  cathedral  having  been  de- 
stroyed by  Al-Mansur,.a  new  one  was 
i founded  in  the  11th  century  by  Ber- 
! mudo  II.  and  the  Bishop  Cresonio, 

! who  erected  strong  towers  against 
the  Moors  and  Normans.  Gelmirez 
in  1082  rebuilt  the  pile,  which  was 
completed  in  1128.  The  primitive 
character  has  been  injured  by  subse- 
quent alterations:  one  singularity  is, 

1 that  most  of  these  have  been  built  up 
: against  the  original  walls ; thus  the 
old  edifice  is  as  it  were  encased,  and 
accordingly  is  well  preserved  from 
the  effects  of  weather  in  this  damp 
climate. 

The  grand  facade  is  placed  between 
two  overcharged  towers,  which  termi- 
nate in  pepper-box  cupolas,  but  which 
are  not  unsightly  : the  churrigueresque 
entrance  is  adorned  with  the  statue  of 
Santiago,  before  which  kings  are  kneel- 
ing: although  the  work  looks  older 
from  the  action  of  moisture,  all  this 
was  only  raised  in  1738,  by  Fernando 
Casas  y Noboa,  whose  original  designs 
are  to  be  seen  in  the  cathedral.  To 
the  r.  rise  the  square  towers  of  the 
cloister,  with  pyramidical  tops,  and  a 
long  upper  row  of  arcaded  windows. 
These  grand  cloisters,  simple  and 
serious  in  the  inside,  were  built  in  1 533 
by  Fonseca,  afterwards  Archbishop  of 
Toledo ; his  library  was  placed  in  a 
noble  suite  of  rooms  above  them  : here 
also  are  the  ojicinas,  or  offices  of  the 
cathedral ; to  the  1.  of  the  cathedral’s 
\ grand  portal  is  the  gloomy  simple 
palace  of  the  prelate.  On  the  N.  side 
1 of  this  Plaza  is  the  Hospicio  de  los 
; Reyes,  the  hospital  for  pilgrims,  built 
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for  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  by  Hen- 
rique  de  Egas  in  1504,  then  a very 
necessary  and  much  crowded  establish- 
ment, since  many  infirm  persons  went 
purposely  to  Santiago,  in  order  to  die 
there  with  comfort,  just  as  the  Hindoos 
do  to  Benares,  believing  that  the  pa- 
tron would  take  them  to  heaven  with 
him  at  the  resurrection.  Compare 
also  Jugannat-ha,  “ the  captain-general 
of  the  universe,”  whose  region,  conse- 
crated to  death,  is  strewed  with  pil- 
grims’ bones. 

The  hospital  is  divided  into  four 
quadrangles,  with  a chapel  in  the  cen- 
tre, and  so  contrived  that  the  patients 
in  the  "different  stories  can  all  see  the 
service  performed.  The  elaborate 
portal  is  enriched  with  saints,  pilgrims, 
chain-work  under  the  cornice,  and  the 
badges  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
Two  of  the  patios  have  arches  and 
delicate  Gothic  work  ; observe  a foun- 
tain gushing  into  a tazza  from  four 
masks.  The  chapel  is  plain,  but  the 
portion  within  the  railing  is  unequalled 
in  Santiago  for  delicacy  and  richness 
of  work ; the  roof  springs  from  four 
arches  with  Gothic  niches  and  statues. 
The  other  two  patios  are  of  later  date, 
and  in  the  Doric  style : in  the  entrance 
hall  are  bad  portraits  of  the  royal 
founders. 

The  vast  and  handsome  Seminario 
which  fronts  this  fa9ade  of  the  cathe- 
dral was  built  by  the  Archbishop  Rasoy 
in  1777,  for  the  education  of  young 
priests.  It  afterwards  was  the  palace 
in  which  the  captain-general  used  to 
reside  and  the  audiencia  sat ; it  is  now 
partly  assigned  to  the  Ayuntamiento ; 
the  now  suppressed  San  Jeronimo  lies 
to  the  S.,  and  from  the  poverty  of  its 
accommodations  it  was  commonly 
called  Pan  y Sardina.  The  front  is 
ancient,  but  the  interior  has  little  worth 
notice. 

On  this  plaza  the  bull-fights  take 
place,  and  fire-works  are  let  off  on  San 
Juan,  June  24,  and  Santiago,  July  25  ; 
indeed,  formerly  these  exhibitions  were 
very  frequent,  as  thus  every  saint’s  day 
was  kept,  and  at  every  convent,  when 
a member  obtained  a dignity,  rockets 
were  let  off,  starring  again  this  Campus 
Stellse. 


Leaving  the  Plaza  by  the  S.  W., 
observe  the  now  suppressed  Colegio  de 
Fonseca,  founded  by  the  Primate  of 
Toledo,  and  then  turn  into  the  Pla~ 
teria,  situated  at  the  S.  entrance  of  the 
cathedral.  This  is  the  most  ancient 
front ; observe  the  Torre  del  Reloj,  one 
of  the  original  towers,  which  once  was 
called  Torre  de  Francia,  as  the  long 
street  is  called  del  Franco.  The  French 
then  supported  and  enriched  the  shrine, 
and  Louis  le  Jeune  came  here  in  per- 
son as  a pilgrim;  but  La  Jeune  or 
revolutionary  France  ha6  since  la- 
boured to  undo  what  her  forefathers 
contributed  to  adorn,  for  Ney  arrived 
here  Jan.  17, 1809,  and  remained  until 
May  23,  when  Soult’s  defeat  at  Oporto 
forced  him  to  fly,  carrying  off,  says 
Toreuo,  10  cwt.  of  sacred  vessels  of 
the  temple.  Colonel  Bory  St.  Vincent, 
an  accomplice,  laments  (see  his  Guide, 
259,  and  Laborde,  iv.  460)  that  it  was 
so  little ; alas  1 says  he,  the  solid  silver 
candelabra  were  “plus  minces  que  du 
billon,  et  depeu  de  poids “ ce  fameux 
St.  Jacques,  d’or  massif  aveedes  yeux 
en  diamant,  e'tait  de  vermeil;  etn’avait 
que  des  prunelles  en  pierres  fausses.” 
“ On  n’a  pas  tird  en  lingots  la  somme 
de  cent  mille  ecus,  quand  la  ndcessit# 
des  temps  for^a  d’employer,  pour  la 
solde  des  troupes  Franqaises  de  la  divi- 
sion du  Gdniral  Marchand,  le  don  qu’en 
fit  le  chapitre  au  corps  d’armfe  du 
Marechal  Ney.”  This  necessity  (the 
old  plea  by  which  a certain  person 
excuses  his  deeds)  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  the  Buonaparte  maxim, 
“ La  guerre  doit  nourrir  la  guerre” — 
the  precise  Bellum  se  alet  of  Portius 
Cato,  who  razed  the  cities  and  razziad 
the  plains  of  Spain,  filling  every  place 
“ fuga  et  terrore”  (Livy,  xxxiv.  9). 
Possibly  the  plundering  of  Santiago’s 
altars  may  have  been  forced  on  the 
French  officers,  since  our  libeller  Foy  (i. 
67)  states  that”  ils  eussent  cru  s’avilir 
eu  prenant  part  au  pillage,  tant  ils 
avaient  le  coeur  haut  place' at  all 
events,  a portion  of  the  cathedral  trea- 
sure was  spared,  because  the  spoilers 
feared  the  hostility  of  the  plater  os, 
the  silversmiths,  who  live  close  to  the 
cathedral,  and  by  whom  many  work- 
men were  employed  in  making  images 
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and  medallions  of  Santiago,  which  pil- 
grims purchase.  Compare  Acts  xix.  25- 

Look  into  their  shops  and  at  their 
wares;  and  observe  on  this  plaza  a 
gushing  fountain  supported  on  Triton 
horses.  To  the  left  is  the  Quintana  de 
los  Muertos,  the  former  cemetery  of 
the  canons.  The  very  ancient  portal 
of  the  cathedral  on  this  side  is  only 
opened  in.  the  J ubilee  year ; and  as  this 
1847  is  it,  the  25th  of  July  will  be  au 
admirable  moment  for  seeing  Santiago 
in  all  its  pristine  pilgrim-crowds  and 
attractions.  Over  it  is  Santiago  in 
pilgrim  attire,  and  below  in  square- 
niched  compartments  are  12  saints,  6 
on  each  side.  This  is  the  door  by 
which  pilgrims  enter.  On  the  E.  side 
of  the  Quintana  is  the  church  dedicated 
to  San  Payo,  Pelayo  (for  who  he  was 
see  Oviedo,  p.  386).  The  altar  is  said 
to  be  the  identical  one  on  which  San- 
tiago offered,  but  Morales  (Viage,  132), 
having  discovered  that  it  was  only  a 
Roman  tomb,  obtained  the  effacing  of 
the  Latin  and  Pagan  inscription,  to  the 
indignation  of  the  Galliciaus,  who  con- 
tended that  D.M.S.  e.  Diis  manibus 
sacrum,  meant  Deo  maxi  mo  sacrum. 

The  ground  on  which  the  cathedral 
is  built  is  far  from  being  level  on  this 
side,  hence  the  steps;  and  here  yet 
remains  a circular  portion  of  the  first 
building.  The  fourth  and  last  side 
opens  to  the  N.  on  the  Azabacheria  or 
Plaza  de  San  Martin.  The  former 
term  is  derived  from  azabache,  jet,  of 
which  vast  quantities  of  rosaries  used 
to  be  made  and  sold  on  this  spot  to 
the  pilgrims  as  they  entered,  just  as  is 
done  at  Jerusalem  and  in  the  Great 
Court  of  Mecca ; azzabach  indeed  is 
the  Persian  schabali,  signifying  “ small 
black  beads.”  The  making  these 
chaplets  constitutes  a lucrative  trade 
in  all  pilgrim  cities.  The  Spanish 
monks  used  to  manufacture  from  the 
mais-berry  their  cuentas,  counters, 
from  the  Moslem  sibhd,  counters  ; and 
made  of  berries,  hah;  the  divisions 
were  marked  by  cuttings  of  vines,  tar- 
muutot.  The  counting  them  affords 
an  occupation  to  the  indolence  of  de- 
vout Spaniards, — so  the  pious  Moors 
are  always  telling  their  lu>er.  Few 
Spanish  females  ever  go  to  church 
without  this  aid  “ to  number  ave- 


Marias  on  their  beads,”  which  is  called 
a rosario,  from  the  Virgin  having 
given  her  own  chaplet  to  St.  Do- 
minic, which  emitted  attar  of  roses. 
The  rosario  ought  to  contain  150 
beads,  in  which  only  one  pater-noster , 
one  Lord’s  prayer,  is  allowed  for 
every  ten  ave-Marias. 

The  second  name  of  this  N.  plaza, 
de  San  Marlin , bears  reference  to  the 
enormous  convent  of  that  saint,  which 
was  founded  here  July  26,  912,  by 
King  Ordono  II.  San  Martin  is  here 
honoured  next  to  Santiago.  Where, 
indeed,  is  there  a city  in  Europe  with- 
out its  Saint  Martin  ? He  was  the 
great  iconoclast  and  raiser  of  convents 
in  the  fourth  century,  whose  monks 
naturally  elevated  shrines  to  their 
champion  and  benefactor ; thus  the  first 
Christian  church  built  in  England  was 
dedicated  to  him.  The  term  chapel 
has  been  derived  by  Ducange  from 
the  small  chamber  in  which  his  cope 
or  cloak  was  adored  (Capa,  Capilla) ; 
for  when  alive  he  had  divided  it  in 
order  to  cover  a naked  beggar,  and 
this  is  the  especial  action  in  which  he 
is  usually  pamted  and  carved  by  Spa- 
niards. This  ancient  convent  has  been 
almost  entirely  modernised,  on  an 
enormous  scale  ; a portion  hangs  over 
a ravine,  with  a fine  garden,  and 
commands  noble  views  from  its  mag- 
nificent long  corridor  upstairs.  For- 
merly it  was  one  of  the  most  wealthy 
of  the  Benedictine  establishments,  now 
it  is  a barrack. 

The  heavy  modern  Doric  entrance 
is  the  work  of  Casas  y Noboa,  in  1 738. 
The  grand  patio  was  rebuilt  in  1 636, 
and  finished  at  the  tasteless  period  of 
1 743,  as  the  date*  over  the  arches  in- 
dicate. Observe  the  handsome  foun- 
tain with  three  fells  and  satyrs’  heads. 
The  interior  is  commensurate  with  the 
exterior,  as  one  corridor  i6  205  paces 
long.  The  library  was  superb,  as  the 
Benedictines  were  a learned  order,  and 
promoters  of  schools  and  antiquarian 
research.  The  chapel,  now  a parish 
church,  is  in  bad  taste,  with  a heavy 
tesselated  trunk-headed  roof.  The 
retablo  is  of  vile6t  eburrigueresque ; in 
it  Santiago  and  San  Martin  ride  toge- 
ther in  a fricassee  of  gilt  gingerbread. 
The  pulpits  are  composed  of  rich 
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marbles : the  circular  sacristia  is  fine. 
From  the  Azabacheria  to  the  opposite 
great  plaza  there  is  an  arched  commu- 
nication under  the  archbishop’s  palace. 

Now  enter  the  cathedral  from  the 
Azabacheria,  first  looking  at  the  mo- 
dern encasement,  which,  with  its  Doric 
and  Corinthian  tiers,  its  heavy  pedi- 
ment, supported  by  caryatides  of 
Moorish  slaves,  with  Santiago  above 
dressed  as  a pilgrim,  &c.,  was  erected 
in  1765  by  one  Domingo  Antonio  Lois 
Monteagudo,  a Gallician,  t.  e.  a Boeo- 
tian builder.  The  original  facade  had 
been  previously  tampered  with  by  one 
Sarela,  a worthy  who  ought  to  have 
been  cast  into  his  namesake’s  river 
(see  p.  365). 

The  interior  has  escaped  much 
better.  It  is  purposely  kept  somewhat 
dark  in  order  to  increase  the  effect  of 
the  illuminations  at  the  high  altar, 
thus  rendering  the  image  of  the  apostle 
the  emphatic  feature.  The  cathedral 
forms  a beautiful  cross,  of  which  the 
lateral  chapels  do  not  injure  the  gene- 
ral effect.  The  three  grand  naves  are 
narrow  in  proportion  to  their  height 
and  length,  the  central  being  the 
highest.  The  piers  are  light  and  ele- 
gant, and  contrast  with  the  enormous 
thickness  of  the  outer  walls.  Low 
galleries  are  carried  round  the  coro, 
and  above,  with  an  open  arcade  of 
double  - rounded  arches.  The  two 
transept  ends  of  the  ancient  cathedral 
remain  as  they  were,  and  the  new 
fronts  built  outside  them  add  to  the 
strange  effect.  The  dark  side  aisles, 
which  almost  look  like  corridors,  are 
filled  with  confessional  boxes,  dedi- 
cated to -different  saints;  while  on 
those  destined  for  foreign  pilgrims 
are  inscribed  the  languages  which  the 
priest  in  them  used  to  understand 
when  strangers  came  from  all  coun- 
tries. 

Near  the  Capilla  de  las  Reyes  is  the 
grand  confessional,  in  which  the  peni- 
tenciario  alone  may  sit ; and  in  order 
that  he  may  do  so,  this  great  dignitary 
is  excused  attendance  in  coro : his  box 
is  inscribed  “ Tabula  post  Naufra- 
gium,”  and  is  frequented  by  the  clergy 
and  by  select  sinners : his  powers  of 
tbsolution  are  proportionate  to  his 
and  their  rank. 


In  former  times,  to  confess  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  obtain  the  bene- 
fits of  the  Apostle,  and  to  convey  in- 
formation on  that  point  was  the  object 
of  the  mediaeval  Guides ; thus,  in  the 
earliest  English  Handbook  for  Spain,* 
full  details  are  given  of  the  power  of 
“ Confessourez,”  confessors,  to  absolve 
and  name  penance,  and  to  “ assoyle 
thee  of  all  thinge,”  which  was  parti- 
cularly to  be  had  on  the  north  side, 
where  “ there  is  pardon  and  much 
faire  grace.” 

The  sacred  effigy  of  Santiago  is 
placed,  as  it  was  when  Al-Mansdr 
arrived  here,  on  the  chief,  and  here 
an  isolated  altar,  as  was  usual  in 
all  ancient  Asturian  Gotho-Spanish 
churches.  The  base  is  composed  of 
richly  polished  marbles,  enclosed  by 
gilt  pillars,  adorned  with  foliage  and 
grapes ; but  the  sentiment  of  antiquity 
and  veneration  is  marred  by  the  abo- 
minable, immense,  and  lofty  canopy, 
or  baldaquino,  which  is  reared  above 
and  behind  the  image,  instead  of  the 
usual  retabh  ; this  Hojarasca,  carved 
and  gilt  in  the  worst  churriguerismo, 
is  a mixture  of  the  rococo,  classical, 
and  Salominic  styles,  while  the  heavy 
1 supporting  angels  savour  nothing  of 
heaven.  The  image  was  graven  in 
1188  by  Mateo,  for  Archbishop  Gel- 
mirez.  In  his  left  hand  he  holds  the 
bordon,  or  pilgrim's  staff,  with  a gilt 
gourd  or  calapash,  calabaza,  fastened 
to  it.  In  his  right  is  a label  inscribed. 
“ Hie  est  corpus  Divi  Jacobi  Apostoli 
et  Hispauiarum  Patroni.’’  The  face 
is  painted;  the  expression  is  chubby 
and  commonplace,  with  a bottle-nose 
and  small  twinkling  eyes,  more  like  a 
pursy  minor  canon  than  a captain- 
general,  a destroyer  of  60,000  Moors 
at  one  time,  and  one  of  the  sons  of 
Thunder,  Boanerges.  Remark  the 
singular  hood  worn  by  the  image,  the 
Esclavina  (cope,  cape,  pluviale),  which 
resembles  those  worn  by  policemen  in 
London,  and  cardinals  at  Rome.  It 
indeed  is  also  called  dengue,  from  a 
sort  of  mantilla  worn  by  women,  or  a 
modern  “ cardinal.”  It  was  once 

* See  Puichas*  * Pllgrimea,*  ii.  1230.  The 
metrical  guide  is  entitled  * The  Way  from  the 
Lend  of  Engelond  unto  Sent  Jamez  in  Galiz 
it  was  written  in  the  13th  century. 
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made  of  gold,  which  M.  Ney  secured,  i 
thinking,  like  Dionisius  when  he  stole 
the  golden  mantle  of  Jupiter,  that  a 
woollen  hood  would  be  more  comfort-  , 


able  in  this  damp  Gallicia.  The  pre- 
sent Esclavina  is  studded  with  canons 
and  shells,  both  scallop,  veneras,  and 
projectiles,  bombas.  Mass  can  only  be 
said  before  this  image  by  bishops,  or 
by  canons  of  a dignity  called  car- 
denales,  of  whom  seven  assisted  on 
grand  occasions.  Then  the  altar  is 
decorated  with  the  exquisite  silver 
eustodia  by  Antonio  d’Arphe,  1544, 
and  with  the  small  gilt  figure  of  San- 
tiago, whose  glory,  Aureola,  is  com- 
posed of  rubies  and  emeralds.  Most 
of  the  silver  lamps  disappeared  in 
1809,  when  Ney’s  pilgrims  arrived; 
but  under  the  cimborio  still  hangs  the 
large  incensario,  which  is  swung 
backwards  and  forwards  by  an  iron 
chain,  filling  the  crucero  with  per- 
fumed wreaths.  The  tabernacle  is 
also  cased  with  silver. 

The  ceremonial  is  as  follows : the 
newly-arrived  ascends  some  steps  be- 
hind the  image,  places  his  hands  on 
the  shoulders,  and  kisses  the  hood, 
which  is  called  el  Jin  del  Romaje,  the 
end,  the  object  of  the  pilgrimage. 
This  osculation  is  essential.  The 
pilgrim  next  proceeds  to  one  of  the 
“ confessourez,”  confesses,  is  “ as- 
soyled,"  communicates,  and  receives 
his  certificate,  or,  as  it  is  called,  his 
“ compostella.”  This  is  a printed 
Latin  document,  signed  by  the  canon, 
“ Fabric*  administrador,”  which  cer- 
tifies that  he  has  complied  with  all  the 
devotional  ceremonies  necessary  to 
constitute  a romero  or  a pilgrim.  This 
compostella  was  often  deposited  with 
the  family  title-deeds  as  a voucher  of 
the  visit,  as  otherwise  lands  under 
certain  entails  could  not  be  inherited. 

The  Silleria  del  Coro  was  carved 


with  holy  subjects  in  1606  by  Gregorio 
Espanol ; the  two  bronze  ambones,  or 
pulpits,  on  each  side  of  the  Reja  of  the 
high  altar,  are  masterpieces  of  cinque- 
cento  art,  by  Juan  Bautista  Celma, 
1563.  Observe  the  six  exquisite  gilt 
alto-relievos,  carved  with  mermaids. 


battles,  and  holy  subjects.  There  is 
not  much  other  fine  art  in  this  cathe- 


i 


dral.  The  pictures  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Andrew  are  by  Juan  Antonio 
Bonzas,  a Gallician  imitator  of  Luca 
Giordano,  his  master. 

Behind  the  apostle  is  a small  room 
which  contains  what  church  plate  es- 
caped the  French  pillagers.  Observe 
two  very  ancient  gilt  pixes,  a Saviour 
seated  under  a Gothic  niche  with  two 
angels,  and  some  ewers  and  basins  in 
the  shape  of  scallops.  Next  visit  the 
Relicario,  in  which  are  many  exqui- 
sitely wrought  shrines  and  goldsmith 
work,  containing  relics,  which  are 
detailed  in  printed  catalogues  in  Latin, 
Spanish,  and  French,  given  here 
gratis.  The  relics  are  pointed  out  by 
a priest  with  a long  stick.  Formerly 
there  were  lenguageros,  linguists,  who 
explained  what  he  said  in  all  the 
tongues  of  the  earth.  Mellado,  in  his 
Guide,  1846,  calls  attention  to  some 
milk  of  the  Virgin,  quite  fresh  and 
white ; a thorn  of  the  crown  which 
turns  red  every  Good  Friday ; sundry 
parcels  of  the  11,000  Virgins,  and  a 
mighty  molar  of  San  Cristobal.  We 
ourselves  were  much  struck  with  a 
smaller  tooth  of  Santiago  himself,  the 
gift  of  Gaufridus  Coquatriz.  This 
relicario  is  also  called  la  Capilla  de 
los  Reues,  in  which  the  royal  tablets 
have  been  barbarously  modernised. 
Some  of  the  sepulchral  statues  are  of 
remote  antiquity,  e.  g.  Don  Ramon, 
era  1126;  Fernandus  II.,  era  1226; 
Berenguela,  era  1187;  Alonso  IX.  of 
Leon,  1268;  Juana  de  Castro,  1412. 
The  enamelled  tombs  of  San  Cucufato 
and  Fructuoso  are  curious,  so  are  the 
chased  relicarios.  The  rich  chased 
crucifix,  which  contains  a portion  of 
the  real  cross,  is  one  of  the  oldest 
authentic  pieces  of  Christian  plate 
existing.  It  is  a gilt  filligree  work, 
studded  with  uncut  jewels,  and  is  in- 
scribed, “Hoc  opus  perfectum  est  in 
era  ixoo  et  duodecima.  Hoc  signo 
viucitur  inimicus,  hoc  signo  tuetur 
pius ; hoc  offeruut  famuli  Dei  Ade- 
fouzus  princeps  et  conjux.”  It  was 
therefore  made  about  874 ; the  figure 
of  the  Christ  on  it  is  more  modern. 
Here  are  two  chandeliers  of  gilt  ara- 
besque, studded  with  jewels  and  bassi- 
relievi  of  the  Rey  Chico,  and  said  to 
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have  been  taken  in  1492  in  the 
Alhambra,  but  they  are  of  the  date 
1673.  The  Tesoro,  upstairs,  has  a fine 
artesonado  roof.  Here  is  the  tirna, 
the  silver  sarcophagus,  with  the  star 
above,  in  which  the  host  is  deposited 
on  Good  Friday,  when  it  is  placed  in 
a beautiful  viril,  made  in  1702  by 
Figueroa,  of  Salamanca. 

One  of  the  ancient  entrances  to  the 
transept  remains,  having  been  encased 
by  a modern  facing,  and  deserves  close 
inspection ; it  consists  of  three  arches : 
in  the  centre  is  La  Gloria,  or  Para- 
dise, with  the  Saviour  surrounded  by 
angels  and  saints,  with  prophets  on 
the  pillars.  The  small  arch  to  the  r. 
is  called  El  Ii\fierno,  the  Hell,  from 
the  appropriate  subjects.  Observe  the 
musicians,  and  their  costume  and  in- 
struments. All  this  was  designed  and 
mostly  erected  by  Maestro  Mateo,  who 
is  named  in  an  inscription  bearing 
date  era  1226,  a.d.  1188.  Of  the 
chapels  one  of  the  most  interesting  is 
that  behind  the  high  altar,  which  is 
dedicated  to  La  Virgen  del  Pilar,  in 
memorial  of  her  descent  from  heaven 
on  a pillar,  when  visiting  Santiago  at 
Zaragoza.  Observe  the  jaspers  and 
precious  marbles,  and  the  elaborate  re- 
tablo.  The  founder,  Antonio  Monroy, 
1725,  a rich  Mexican  prelate,  is  buried 
here : the  head  of  the  fine  old  kneel- 
ing man  is  admirable.  The  Capilla 
del  Rey  de  Francia  retains  a delicate 
white  and  gold  Berruguete  retablo ; 
otherwise  the  ancient  tombs  and  screens 
in  the  cathedral  have  been  sadly 
modernised  and  concealed,  and  many 
ancient  sepulchres  swept  away  : take 
the  Capilla  del  Espirilu  Santo  as  a 
specimen ; observe  the  recumbent 
effigy  of  Didacus  de  Castilla : the  tra- 
veller may  also  look  at  the  Virgen  de 
las  Angustias,  in  the  trascoro,  and  on 
leaving  the  cathedral  visit  la  Corte- 
sela,  or  parish  church,  which,  as  usual, 
is  a separate  building.  It  is  a fine 
specimen  of  early  style,  with  three 
naves,  roundheaded  arches,  and  ab- 
sises,  but  has  recently  been  abominably 
repainted  in  a style,  says  Captain 
Widdrington,  fit  for  the  green-room 
of  a provincial  theatre. 

The  university  of  Santiago  is  much 


frequented,  as  the  minor  colleges  have 
been  suppressed  and  incorporated  into 
it.  The  building  is  heavy,  with  an 
Ionic  portal,  but  the  simple  Doric  patio 
is  better.  The  library  is  a fine  room, 
and  well  provided  with  books,  not  in- 
deed of  much  value,  being  the  sweep- 
ings of  convents : here,  however,  are 
several  French  works,  and  Cobbett’s 
parliamentary  debates,  in  truly  Bri- 
tannic half-russia,  contrasting  with  the 
vellums  of  Spain,  as  our  rubicund 
soldiers  at  Gibraltar  do  with  the 
sallow-faced  Spaniards  at  the  Lines. 
The  once  splendid  convents  of  Sant- 
iago are  in  a desecrated,  half-ruined, 
and  untenanted  condition ; visit,  how- 
ever, that  of  San  Francisco,  as  the 
chapel,  which  has  been  converted  into 
a parish  church,  is  fine,  and  has  a 
good  roof : behind  the  altar  is  a por- 
trait of  a Monroy,  a former  benefactor. 
The  cloisters  of  the  half-destroyed 
San  Agustin  deserve  notice,  and  the 
square  belfry  of  Santo  Domingo. 
Among  the  parish  churches,  that  of 
San  helix  de  Solorio  is  the  work  of 
Martin  Paris,  1316,  but  it  has  been 
much  modernised.  In  Las  Animas  is 
some  good  painted  sculpture,  princi- 
pally representing  our  Saviour’s  Pas- 
sion, by  one  Prado. 

The  public  walk  called  el  gran 
campo  de  Santa  Susana  is  charming. 
The  trees,  &c.,  were  destroyed  in  1823 
by  the  Royalists,  because  planted  by 
the  Constitutionalists,  who,  for  the 
reciprocal  reason,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  beheaded  a statue  in  the  Plaza 
del  Toral. 

The  artist  and  naturalist  will  of 
course  go  to  the  market  on  the  Plaza 
del  Pan,  to  study  natural  history  and 
costume.  The  women  are  clad  in 
white  or  striped  linen,  which  they 
throw  over  their  heads  for  mantillas, 
exhibiting  their  dark  sayas.  The  men 
wear  a singular  helmet-shaped  mon- 
tera  (the  mitra  cristata  of  their  fore- 
fathers), which  is  worked  in  many- 
coloured  cloths  by  their  Queridas. 
Sunday,  as  is  usual  in  Gallicia,  is  the 
great  market-day;  then,  after  mass, 
the  peasants  enjoy  theirdances  and  bag- 
pipes, the  Gaita  Gallega,  put  on  their 
best  costume,  and  play  at  single -stick. 
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The.  roads  to  and  from  Santiago  are 
detestable.  There  has  been  for  many 
years  much  talk  and  many  plans  pre- 
pared for  their  improvement,  especially 
in  opening  a good  carriage  communi- 
cation between  this  capital  and  Lugo 
and  Orense.  In  other  provinces  of 
Spain  the  star-paved  milky  way  in 
heaven  is  called  el  Camino  de  Sant- 
m iaqo,  but  the  Gallicians,  who  know 
what  their  roads  really  are,  namely, 
the  worst  on  earth,  call  the  milky 
way  el  Camino  de  Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile  the  roads  in  Gallicia  are 
under  the  patronage  of  Santiago,  and, 
like  his  milky  way  in  heaven,  are  but 
little  indebted  to  mortal  repairs.  The 
Dean  of  Santiago  is  waywarden  virtute 
dignitatis,  and  especially  “ protector,” 
whose  predecessors’  grand  object  was 
to  construct  bridle-roads  for  the  pil- 
grim ; but  since  the  invention  of  car- 
riages and  the  cessation  of  offering- 
making  Hadjis,  little  or  nothing  has 
been  done  in  the  turnpike  line. 

ROUTE  88. — SANTIAGO  TO  CAPE  FINIS- 
TERRE. 

Puente  Maceira 3 

Buen  Jesus 4 . . 7 

Corcubion  . • • • . . . . 3i  ..  1<H 
Finisterre  1 ..Hi 

This  picturesque  excursion  is  full 
of  interest  to  the  sailor  and  lover  of 
wild  scenery  : attend  to  the  provend ; 
take  a local  guide  and  some  sort  of 
introduction  to  Corcubion,  for  the 

people  are  as  savage  as  their  country. 
The  readers  of  Borrow 's  ‘ Bible  in 
Spain’  will  remember  his  hair-breadth 
escape  from  being  shot  for  Don  Carlos, 
just  as  Lord  Carnarvon  was  nearly 
put  to  death  in  the  same  districts  for 
Don  Miguel,  and  Captain  Widdring- 
ton  was  arrested  in  these  parts  on 
suspicion  of  being  an  agent  of  Espar- 
tero.  Corcubion,  its  sheltered  bay  and 
rich  valley,  are  well  described  by 
Basil  Hall,  when,  in  April,  1809,  the 
Endymion  frigate  was  sent  to  assist 
the  patriots : he  has  truly  recorded  the 
swagger,  cowardice,  and  imbecility  of 
the  Junta,  who,  as  soon  as  Ney’s  troops 
appeared,  took  to  their  heels.  Then 
the  unresisting  inhabitants  were  but- 
chered, the  houses  burnt 


Corcubion,  population  about  1200, 
is  a poor  fishing-town  placed  on  a 
slope  on  a charming  ria  ; the  port  is 
safe,  and  was  once  defended  by  two 
now  dismantled  forts.  The  pescada 
and  sardines  caught  here  are  excel- 
lent : the  noble  Cape,  El  Cabo,  which 
is  seen  in  all  its  glory  from  El  Pindo, 
rises  grandly  about  2 long  L.  distant 
Now  we  have  reached  the  western  end 
of  the  old  world — the  Promontorium 
Nerium,  Finisterrce.  This  Land’s 
End  was  the  district  of  the  Arotebrae, 
Artabri,  a word  which  fanciful  Celtic 
etymologists  interpret  as  Ar-ot-aber, 
a “ hanging  over  the  sea.*’  This  iron- 
bound  coast  and  fierce  sea,  delightful 
to  poets  and  painters,  is  fatal  to  frail 
barks,  and  the  fear  of  mariners.  Here 
Mr.  Borrow  was  nearly  wrecked  in 
the  Manchester  steamer,  and  here  its 
captain,  Macleod,  Feb.  24, 1840,  lost  the 
Great  Liverpool,  which  was  wrecked 
on  the  shoals  of  Guros,  1^  L.  from 
Corcubion.  The  natives  plundered 
the  wreck  like  ravenous  wolves,  and 
the  passengers  were  pillaged  by  even 
the  carabineros,  the  Spanish  protective 
service,  sent  to  guard  them  : see  Mr. 
Lane’s  report,  ‘Times,’  March  9,  1846. 

The  Atlantic  is  indeed  glorious,  even 
had  it  not  been  rendered  trebly  so  by 
British  victories.  Here  (May  3,  1747) 
Anson  encountered  the  combined  East^ 
and  West  Indian  French  squadrons 
under  La  Jonquiere.  He  gave  them  the 
Nelsonic  touch,  that  is,  took  all  the  six 
line-of-battle  ships  and  four  armed  In- 
diaraen.  Then  the  captain  of  the  In- 
vincible (a  name  foreigners  like  to  give 
to  their  armadas),  when  delivering  up 
his  sword,  said  to  Anson,  “ Vous  avez 
vaincu  V Invincible,  et  la  Gloire  (an- 
other of  the  prizes)  vous  suit.”  The 
English  actiou  and  French  compliment 
were  equally  pretty. 

Here  again,  Nov.  4,  1805,  Sir  Rich- 
ard Stracnan  caught  and  captured  the 
four  runaways  from  Trafalgar,  le 
Formidable,  M.  l’Amiral  Duinanoir’s 
own  ship,  being  the  first  to  strike  its 
flag. 

On  these  same  waters  Sir  Robert 
Calder  had  before  met  Villeneuve, 
July  22,  1805.  The  English  fleet  con- 
sisted only  of  15  sail  of  the  line  and  2 
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frigates ; the  French  of  21  sail  of  the 
line,  3 of  them  very  large  ships,  and  5 
frigates.  Although  17  were  thus 
opposed  to  26,  Calder  attacked  the 
enemy,  and  took  2 ships  of  the  line ; 
a thick  fog  came  on,  which,  according 
to  M.  Thiers,  prevented  the  complete- 
ness of  the  French  victory , during 
which  they  escaped  into  El  Ferrol, 
from  whence  they  sailed  to  be  settled 
by  the  “ elements,”  as  Boney  said,  at 
Trafalgar. 

The  French  claim  this  diy  as  their 
victory,  because,  accustomed  to  lose  all 
their  ships  in  sea  engagements,  here 
they  had  only  lost  two ; and  the  Eng- 
lish, a ‘‘  shopkeeper  nation,”  but  in  the 
habit  of  doing  wholesale  business  in 
this  line,  almost  felt  this  success  to  be 
a reverse  : they  could  not  understand 
how  1 7 of  their  ships  could  have  failed 
in  taking  at  least  half  of  the  26  French, 
and  the  gallant  Calder  was  brought  to 
a court-martial  for  the  incompleteness 
of  his  victory.  His  defence,  however, 
was  unanswerable:  and  Nelson,  just 
to  a brave  man,  like  the  Duke  to 
Moore,  manfully  asserted,  “that  he, 
with  so  small  a force,  might  not  have 
done  so  much.”  Buonaparte  received 
the  news  of  his  naval  victory  with  infi- 
nite discontent,  as  it  entirely  deranged 
his  invasion  and  conquest  of  England. 

#The  summing  up  of  the  Viet,  et  Conq. 
(xvi.  143)  is  characteristic : “Ainsi, 
par  nne  bizarrerie  que  nous  ne  cher- 
cherons  pas  a expliquer,  l’amiral 
Fran9ais,  apres  avoir  6td  rdellement 
vainqueur  dans  Faction  du  22,  laissait 
entre  les  mains  de  son  adversaire  le 
gage  de  la  victoire,  deux  b&timens,  qui 
allaient  fitre  considdres  comme  la 
preitve  matdrielle  que  15  vaisseaux 
Anglais  en  avaient  battu  20  Franqais 
et  Espagnols” — say  rather  17  English 
having  beaten  26  French. 

Those  going  into  the  Asturias,  and 
wishing  to  visit  this  corner  of  Gallicia, 
may  make  the  following  circuit.  La- 
dies should  go  in  a litero,  or  sedan- 
chair,  slung  between  two  mules. 

ROUTE  89. — SANTIAGO  TO  LUGO. 
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The  descent  from  Santiago  is  long 
and  monotonous.  At  2£  L.  towards 
the  bottom  of  the  valley  is  a church 
of  the  Virgin,  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Esclavitud,  which  formerly  was  a 
sanctuary  for  every  kind  of  criminals, 
who  have  testified  their  gratitude  to 
their  patroness  by  numerous  votive 
offerings.  These  asylums  of  crime, 
once  so  common  in  Spain,  but  now 
shivered  by  the  explosion  of  public 
opinion,  were  in  times  of  violence  a 
sort  of  rude  equity,  which  even  armed 
power  respected.  There  is  here  an 
excellent  meson:  the  grand  festival  on 
the  8th  of  September  is  kept  by  the 
peasantry,  who  assemble  from  far  and 
' near.  Higher  up  is  the  Pico  Sayro,  a 
conical  hill  of  crystallized  quartz ; its 
holy  epithet  is  simply  a translation  of 
the  old  Gallician  Mans  Sacer  described 
by  Justin  (xliv.  3);  the  country  is 
green  and  pleasant,  abounding  in 
maize  and  fruit,  and  the  whole  line  up 
to  San  Juan  de  Colza  is  extremely  pic- 
turesque. El  Padron — el  patron,  the 
patron — is  the  ancient  Iria  Flavia,  a 
name  still  retained  in  the  Colegiata  de 
Santa  Maria,  which  ranks  as  a cathe- 
dral. This  town,  population  about 
3500,  is  situated  on  the  Sar,  which 
soon  flows  into  the  Ulla ; a stone  bridge 
divides  El  Padron  from  Dodro  and 
Lestrobe.  Easter  Monday  is  a grand 
day  here,  as  it  is  a much-frequented 
mule  and  cattle  fair.  Iria  Flavia  was 
a see  of  greater  antiquity  than  even 
Compostella;  the  Coleyiata  outside 
the  town  contains  tombs  of  the  early 
prelates.  El  Padron,  being  the  spot  at 
which  the  body  of  Santiago  landed 
itself  (see  p.  363),  was  formerly  a pil- 
grim city ; the  Romeros  came  here 
after  having  visited  Compostella ; Mo- 
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rales,  in  his  ‘ Viage’  p.  137,  gives  the 
details  of  their  proceedings ; first  they 
visited  the  church  of  Santiago, 
ascended  and  kissed  the  image  over 
the  high  altar,  and  then  walked  round 
and  kissed  the  stone  to  which  the  boat 
moored  itself,  which  is  the  pedestal  of  | 
a former  Roman  statue.  Then  they 
went  to  see  the  stone  on  which  the 
.body  reposed  after  its  voyage,  and 
lastly,  ascended  the  Montana ; going  ' 
up  is  a hermitage  or  church  built  on  , 
the  spot  where  St.  James  preached  ; 
when  here  alive ; from  under  the  altar  i 
gushes  a stream  which  the  pilgrims 
arank  and  performed  their  ablutions 
with ; after  which  they  ascended  on 
their  knees,  to  the  broken  and  perfo- 
rated rocks  which  St.  James  pierced 
with  his  staff,  in  order  to  escape  from 
the  pursuing  Gentiles ; over  two  of 
the  holes  or  agujeros  the  devout  . 
stretched  their  bodies. 

The  Ulla,  with  its  tributaries  the 
Pambre,  Furelos,  Arnego,  Deza,  and 
Sar,  abounds  with  fish ; it  is  crossed 
at  the  bridge,  El  puente  de  Cesures, 
Pons  Caisaris,  built  on  Roman  foun-  j 
dations,  in  1161,  by  Maestro  Mateo, 
for  the  passage  of  pilgrims  from  Por-  ! 
tugal;  the  tide  flows  up  to  it  and 
brings  up  small  craft. 

Thence  to  Caldas  del  Reg,  or  de 
Reyes,  Calidas,  the  warm  mineral 
baths,  of  which  the  season  is  from 
July  1 to  Sept.  30.  The  temperature 
of  the  odourless  and  tasteless  waters 
is  about  32°  Reaumur.  Their  effect  j 
in  softening  the  skin  is  marvellous. 
The  bath  is  of  granite,  with  a partition. 
Thus  about  five  men  and  five  women 
can  bathe  and  talk  to  each  other  at  { 
the  same  time.  About  1 L.  up  the  j 
river  are  the  Caldas  de  Cuntis,  warm 
hydro-sulphuric  baths,  which  also  be- 
nefit the  cutis.  The  season  is  from 
July  1 to  Sept.  30.  The  accommoda- 
tions, as  usual  in  Spain,  are  indecent, 
but  much  frequented. 

The  country  continues  to  be  rich 
and  fertile,  but  the  peasantry  are  ill- 
clad  and  poverty-stricken,  and  have  a 
truly  Irish-pauper  look.  Crossing  a 
ridge,  the  ancient  walled  town  Ponte- 
vedra, Pons  vetus,  with  its  long  bridge, 
rises  on  a slope  overhanging  its  beau- 


tiful ria  and  the  estuary  of  the  Lerez. 
It  is  a clean,  well-built,  well-paved 
town.  Population  under  5000.  There 
is  a decent  Posada  in  the  Calle  del 
Puente.  In  the  upper  part  of  the 
town  is  a modern  church,  which  is 
seen  from  afar,  like  the  Superga  near 
Turin.  Farther  on  is  a convent  of 
Augustines,  ruined  by  the  French,  and 
now  a picturesque  ivy-clad  ruin.  Ad- 
joining is  the  alameda,  with  its  charm- 
ing views  of  the  ria  and  the  environs, 
studded  with  villas,  farms,  and  wood- 
lands. The  old  Palacio  de  los  Chur 
ruchaos  deserves  a look.  The  Velada 
or  Ruada  de  la  Romeria  de  la  Pere - 
grina  attracts,  Aug.  8,  a multitude  of 
pious  peasants,  who  enjoy  much  noc- 
turnal music,  squibs,  genuflections, 
&c.  The  Pontevedrans  are  good 
haters,  and  regard  their  neighbours 
of  Vigo  as  the  men  of  Santiago  do 
their  brethren  at  La  Coruna.  The 
Gallicians,  during  the  war,  detested 
the  Asturians  worse  than  the  Jews  did 
the  Samaritans  ; their  respective  juntas 
would  not  even  meet  each  other  to  de- 
vise plans  of  self-defence  agaiust  the 
common  foe  ; not  a man  of  either  pro- 
vince ever  marched  to  assist  the  other 
in  the  hour  of  danger.  Neither  the 
cold  nor  damp  of  the  climate  could 
repress  the  fierce  fires  of  local  hatreds, 
nor  could  all  the  stars  of  the  Campus 
Stella  enlighten  them  on  the  folly  and 
weakness  of  divisions.  There  is  a 
little  work  on  Pontevedra  published 
there  by  the  bookseller  Garcia.  Lovers 
of  picturesque  meetings  and  religious 
spectacles  may  be  informed  that  on  the 
5th  of  October,  1845,  the  ancient  cere- 
mony of  blessing  the  sea  to  make  it 
propitious  to  merchants,  mariners,  and 
fishermen,  took  place  at  Marin,  a small 
port  near  Pontevedra,  and  to  the  S. 
of  the  ria,  the  principal  priest  of  the 
district  going  out  more  than  a league 
to  sea  accompanied  by  all  the  images 
and  relics  of  saints  collected  from  the 
surrounding  churches,  and  nearly  a 
thousand  gaily  decorated  boats,  which, 
on  the  pronouncing  of  each  of  the  three 
blessings,  lowered  their  sails  as  a mark 
of  reverence. 

There  is  a direct  route  from  Ponte- 
vedra to  Orense  by  which  Tug  is 
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avoided ; and  a branch  road  is  making 
to  Maside  to  join,  near  Burbantes,  that 
from  Vigo  to  Ore  use  ; from  Pontevedra 
to  Orense  is  14  L.,  passing  through 
San  Jorge  de  Sacos  3,  Cerdedo  2,  Bo- 
boras  4,  Maside  2,  Orense  4.  The 
grand  Cistertian  convent  of  Acebeiro 
to  the  1.  after  leaving  Cerdedo,  and 
before  crossing  the  ridge  of  hills,  lies 
in  its  valley  near  the  source  of  the 
Perez  under  the  heights  of  the  Candan 
Sierra.  The  founder  was  Alonso  VII. 
A-d.  1135:  the  tombs  of  Pedro  Mar- 
tinez and  the  Abbot  Gonzalo  still  re- 
main. 

The  ride  from  Pontevedra  to  Redon- 
dela  is  one  continued  garden,  with 
charming  views  of  the  ria  of  Vigo  to 
the  r.  Soon  we  pass  El  puente  de  San 
Pago,  famous  for  oysters  and  the  com- 
plete defeat  which  Ney,  commanding 
7000  men,  received,  June  7,  1809,  from 
some  rude  peasants,  backed  by  the 
English  marines,  a battery  under  Co- 
lonel M‘Kinley,  and  a handful  of 
Moore’s  stragglers,  who  did  the  work, 
although  Spaniards  now  claim  all  the 
honour.  This  mishap  is  now  explained 
away  by  the  French,  as  resulting  from 
the  misunderstanding  between  Ney  and 
Soult ; as  if  Ze  Brave  des  Braves  would 
have  allowed  himself  to  be  beaten  to 
oblige  a hated  rival.  At  this  trouncing 
a good  deal  of  the  stolen  church  plate, 
&c.  was  now  recovered,  but  so  dispro- 
rtionate  to  the  quantity  known  to 
ve  been  taken,  that  a notion  exists 
in  these  parts  that  much  of  it  is  buried  j 
hence  the  frequent  wild  treasure-hunt- 
ing speculations. 

The  exquisite  scenery  continues  to 
Redondela,  long  famous  in  song  for  its 
well-fed  priests — 

“ El  abad  de  Redondela 
Come  si  la  major  cena.” 

The  town  is  divided  by  its  river,  and 
connected  by  a bridge.  It  stands  on 
the  charming  lake-like  ria  of  Vigo, 
which  now  opens  to  the  S.W.,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  bays  in  this  indented 
coast,  and  is  navigable  for  vessels  of 
500  tons  burden  for  1 6 miles  from  the 
sea.  It  is  secured  by  a natural  break- 
water, the  isolated  Cies,  the  Sicca « of 
Pliny,  and  which  are  also  called  las 


Islas  de  Bayona.*  There  are  passages 
into  the  ria  outside  the  Cies  islands, 
and  also  one  between  them,  which  is 
called 7a  Porta,  the  gate.  These  were 
the  islands  which  the  Duke,  always 
prescient,  wished  to  fortify,  in  order 
to  have  a strong  point  in  Gallicia  on 
which  to  fall  back  in  case  of  reverse, 
but  the  suspicious  J unta  of  Cadiz  re- 
fused permission  (Toreno,  xiii.),just 
as  they  had  done  in  regard  to  their 
own  port,  which  in  their  hour  of  need 
and  incapacity  of  self-defence  they 
begged  the  Duke  to  garrison  and  de- 
fend. Here,  about  14  miles  from  Vigo, 
is  the  iMzareto,  and  the  only  one  on 
the  coast.  All  ships  coming  from 
America  or  the  West  Indies  must  do 
quarantine  in  it,  which  is  often  very 
inconvenient 

Vigo,  Vico  Spacorum,  is  a most  an- 
cient port.  The  establishment  at  El 
Ferrol  did  it  a serious  injury,  and  the 
towns  abhor  each  other.  Now  it  is 
reviving,  and  is  the  point  where  the 
Peninsular  steamers  touch  when  going 
up  and  down  the  coast.  They  gene- 
rally arrive  here,  coming  from  Eng- 
land, in  less  than  four  days.  Travel- 
lers will  meet  with  every  civility  from 
Don  Alesandro  Menendez,  nephew  to 
the  late  British  consul,  and  clerk  to 
the  present  one,  Sefior  Barcena.  He 
generally  comes  on  board  the  steamer, 
and  speaks  English  well.  Among  the 
inns,  the  Posada  de  los  Vizcainos,  on  the 
Mercado,  is  clean  and  comfortable ; 
the  rooms  good ; the  cuisine  decent. 
Vigo  probably  will  become  a point  of 
export  for  Gallician  cattle  under  our 
new  tariff.  The  late  British  vice-con- 
sul, Don  Leopoldo  Menendez,  an  enter- 
prising and  intelligent  gentleman,  had 
already  taken  steps  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  breed  of  oxen,  by  import- 
ing bulls  of  a high  caste  from  England ; 
for  the  Spanish  graziers  are  as  jealous 
of  their  bulls  as  the  Moors  were  of 
their  mistresses.  They  are  strictly 
conservative,  and  never,  with  Sir 
Robert  Peel’s  liberality,  offer  their 

* Bayona  itself  lies  4 L.  of  bad  ro»d  from 
Vieo,  about  lulf  way  to  the  mouth  of  the  Miiio. 

1 It  is  very  ancient,  was  sacked  by  the  Nnrmana, 
and  it  alluded  to  by  Milton  in  ‘ Lycidas 
I “ Namaneo'sand  Bayona's  hold.”  Bay-on-a  it 
said  to  signify  the  “good  bay.” 
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favourite  toro  to  their  neighbour’s  cow. 
The  Gallician  bullocks  are  much  used 
as  animals  for  draught  aud  the  plough : 
a fine  one  is  worth  here  about  101. 
About  200  cattle,  in  1846,  were  ex-  ] 
ported  direct  from  Vigo,  and  about  i 
500  from  La  Coruna. 

Vigo  has  a theatre,  a pleasant  ala- 
meda  by  the  PueUa  del  Placer,  and  a 
good  port,  sheltered  by  the  heights 
behind,  which  are  crowned  with  the  ! 
castles  San  Sebastian  and  del  Castro. 
The  view  from  the  latter  is  superb.  , 
Population  G000.  The  sea  furnishes 
fish  in  abundance,  and  the  environs 
the  fruit  of  the  earth : it  is  very  cheap. 
Here  foreign  vice-consuls  reside.  The 
modern  church  at  Vigo,  although  un-  j 
finished  and  unadorned,  is  a simple 
architectural  temple,  with  a double  | 
row  of  noble  columns  supporting  the 
arched  nave.  There  is  a ‘ Vescripcion 
de  Vigo,’  by  Dr.  Nicolas  Taboada,  San- 
tiago, 1840. 

This  port  has  often  been  attacked 
and  almost  destroyed  by  the  English.  | 
Drake  was  here  in  1585  and  1589, 
singeing  the  King  of  Spain’s  whiskers, 
until  his  name  alone  scared  the  whole 
coast ; and  setting  an  example  to  the 
Duke  of  Ormond,  Admiral  Rooke  aud 
General  Stanhope,  who,  returning  from  | 
their  failures  at  Barcelona  and  Cadiz, 
here  heard  that  the  French  fleet  and 
the  Spanish  Plate  galleons  had  arrived. 
Sept.  22,  and  that  the  bullion  was  still 
on  board,  not  having  been  landed  in 
consequence  of  remonstrances  from  the 
6elfish  Cadiz  authorities,  whose  port 
alone  had  the  privilege  to  import  sil- 
ver; the  English,  Oct.  22  (N.  S.),  with 
only  25  ships,  sailed  into  the  bay  in 
spite  of  the  batteries  armed  with  20,000 
men,  and  in  “ two  hours”  destroyed 
the  enemy,  taking  G French  and  5 Spa- 
nish ships,  and  burning  and  sinking 
12  of  the  former  and  8 of  the  latter 
(see  Impartial  Account,  4to.  London, 
1703,  printed  for  R.  Gibson).  The 
bulk  of  the  treasure  was  said  to  have 
been  cast  into  the  sea;  at  all  events 
much  more  money  has  since  been 
thrown  away  after  it  in  idle  diving 
speculations ; but  Gallicia  is  the  land 
for  treasure-seeking,  whether  under 
earth  or  water.  The  losses  at  Vigo 


nearly  ruined  Philip  V.,  as  those  at 
Cadiz  had  Philip  II.  Vigo  was  again 
attacked  and  almost  destroyed,  Oct. 
11,  1719,  by  Lord  Cobham. 

In  the  war  of  independence,  the  citi- 
zens of  Vigo,  Feb.  1809,  surrendered  at 
once  to  a simple  charge  of  bold  French 
dragoons  under  Franceschi ; but  the 
town  was  retaken,  March  27,  by  a 
motley  band  of  students  and  peasants 
under  the  Abbad  de  Valladares,  for  in 
Gallicia  the  curas  are  still  called  abbots, 
as  they  once  were  all  over  Spain. 
Then  the  since  notorious  Morillo  was 
created  at  once  a colonel,  because  the 
French  would  not  treat  with  peasants. 
This  man,  ignorant  of  the  rudiments  of 
war,  accepted  from  Chalot  a convention 
of  Cintra,  by  which  the  enemy  with 
all  their  spoil  would  have  been  trans- 
ported to'  France ; but  Captain  M‘Kin- 
ley,  who  was  blockading  Vigo  with  the 
“ Lively  ” and  “ Venus  ” frigates,  de- 
murred, and  1300  Frenchmen  were 
made  prisoners,  with  some  of  the  pil- 
lage taken  from  the  Escorial  by  La 
Houssaye  (Southey,  xix.).  The  unin- 
teresting mule-track  from  Vigo  to  Tug 
joins  the  Santiago  high  road  at  Porriiio, 
from  whence  a new  road  is  to  be  car- 
ried to  Vigo. 

Tc  v,  Tude  ad  fines, where  there  is  only 
a bad  Posada  de  Benito,  was  founded,  se 
dice,  by  VEtoliau  Diomede,  the  son  of 
Tydeus  (Sil.  Ital.  iii.  367);  and  Morales 
(Viage,  145)  here  discovered  a Greek 
altar  and  a Greek  sculpture  of  wrest- 
lers. The  Gothic  king  Witiza  in  700 
made  Tuy  his  residence  and  court.  It 
was  destroyed  by  the  Moors  in  7 1 6,  but 
the  site  was  recovered  in  740  by  Alonso 
el  Catolico,  and  the  old  town  rebuilt  in 
915  by  Ordono  I.  The  present  city 
was  removed  from  the  original  site  in 
1170  by  Ferdinand  II. 

Tug,  which  once  was  an  important 
frontier  town  on  the  Mino,  is  regularly 
built  and  walled  round,  but  now  it  is 
decayed  and  decaying.  Population 
under  4000.  Yet  the  climate  is  deli- 
cious, and  the  fertility  of  the  vegas 
unbounded.  In  this  happy  corner  of 
Gallicia  the  valleys,  especially  la  Vega 
de  Louro,  with  its  oranges,  rival  Anaa- 
lucia,  and  speak  for  the  soil  and  sky 
of  a land  which  Providence  has  much 
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blessed,  and  man  disregarded.  The 
wines  are  excellent ; the  salmon,  sava- 
los,  and  trout  abundant.  The  best 
rivers  are  the  Louro,  Tea,  and  Avia. 
The  strong  and  almost  castle  cathedral 
was  begun  in  11 45 ; the  see  is  suffragan 
to  Santiago.  The  silleria  and  cloisters 
are  fine.  The  patron  saint  here  is 
naval,  not  military  as  at  Santiago,  for 
Pedro  Gonzalez,  San  Telmo,  the  hope 
of  Spanish  mariners,  represents  the  San 
Antonio  of  Italians,  the  San  Nicolas 
of  the  Greeks ; he  furnished  to  San 
Ferdinand  the  fair  wind  by  which  the 
bridge  of  boats  at  Seville  was  broken 
through.  San  Telmo  was  canonized 
by  Innocent  IV.  in  1254,  and  Florez 
( Esp . Sag , xxiii.  131)  has  written  his 
life  and  miracles.  He  appears  in 
storms  at  the  mast-head  in  a,  lambent 
flame,  as  a signal  that  the  winds  will 
cease.  Accordingly  the  Spanish  sailors, 
when  it  begins  to  blow  hard,  fall  to 
prayers  to  him,  instead  of  lowering  top- 
sails and  reefing ; their  midshipmen 
are  brought  up  in  his  college  (see 
Seville,  p.  61).  The  tomb  of  this  j 
“ Nautarum  Patronus,”  with  gilt  rejas 
and  arches,  was  raised  here  in  1579 
by  Bishop  Diego  de  Avellanada.  His 
friend  Don  Lucas  de  Tuy,  the  his- 
torian, commonly  called  El  Tudense, 
lies  buried  near  him ; for  his  life  see 
Florez  (£sp.  Sag.,  xxii.  108).  The 
episcopal  palace  was  in  the  Alcazar,  I 
but  this  and  other  defences  were  much 
injured  by  the  invaders.  There  is  a 
sort  of  Museo  with  books  and  pictures 
in  the  Colegin  San  Fernando. 

As  there  is  no  bridge  here  across  to 
Valenza,  the  strongly  fortified  Portu- 
guese frontier,  Soult,  Feb.  10,  1809, 
desired  Thomieres  (who  made  the 
false  move  which  lost  the  battle  of  , 
Salamanca)  to  force  a passage  in  boats, 
in  attempting  which  he  was  beaten 
back  by  the  Portuguese  Ordenanzas  ; 
and  by  this  failure  the  French  were 
obliged  to  go  up  to  the  bridge  at 
Orense.  On  what  small  hinges  do 
mighty  destinies  turn  ! This  trifling 
delay  prevented  Soult  from  reaching 
Lisbon  at  once,  and  gave  time  to  Eng- 
land to  send  forth  her  squadrons  to 
Portugal.  The  Duke  landed,  and  for 
the  second  time  expelled  the  French, 


and  thereby  led  the  way  to  the  deliver- 
ance of  Spain  and  Europe.  Consult, 

| for  local  history,  * Antiguedad  de  Tuy,’ 
Prudencio  de  Sandoval,  duo.  Braga, 
1610 ; and  for  the  ecclesiastical,  Florez, 
* Esp.  Sag.’  xxii.  3. 

The  pleasant  road  to  Orense  borders 
the  Miiio.  Rivadavia , with  some  2000 
souls,  is  an  irregular,  dull  place  on  the 
“ bank  of  the  Avia,”  which  flows  down 
from  its  rich  basin.  The  province  of 
Orense  is  the  most  fertile  of  this  cor- 
ner of  Spain,  especially  near  the  banks 
of  the  Sil,  Avia,  and  Mino.  Linen  is 
the  chief  manufacture.  The  ancient 
convent  of  Los  Dominicos  was  the 
palace  of  the  kings  of  Gallicia  down 
to  the  time  of  Garcia,  sou  of  Fernando 
el  magno.  The  hams  made  at  Cal- 
delas  are  excellent.  Mem. : always 
have  one  in  the  commissariat,  and  a 
l>ota  full  of  Tostado  wine.  The  wines 
are  renowned,  although  the  process  of 
making  them  is  more  rude  and  classi- 
cal, if  possible,  than  on  the  eastern 
coasts  (see  Benicarlo).  Froissart  has 
graphically  described  how  the  inhabit- 
ants held  out  for  a month  against  Sir 
Thomas  Percy  in  1385,  to  his  surprise, 
for  they  “ were  but  peasants,  and  not 
one  gentleman  in  the  town.”  He 
prepared  a battering-ram,  which  scared 
the  townsfolk,  who  wanted  to  sur- 
render, when  the  English  laughed,  and 
said,  “ We  don't  understand  your 
Gallician.”  They  sacked  the  town, 
plundered  the  rich  Jews,  ate  so  much 
pork,  and  drank  so  much  wine,  that 
they  were  disabled  for  two  days. 
Wine  is  and  has  ever  been  the  ouly 
foe  which  surely  triumphs  over  the 
English  soldier.  Orense,  when  the 
grand  road  between  Vigo  and  Madrid 
is  completed,  will  become  an  impor- 
tant point,  as  an  outlet  will  be  afforded 
for  these  rich  port-like  wines,  and  the 
Carretera  will  form  the  most  expe- 
ditious line  of  communication  between 
England  and  Madrid. 

Orense,  aquae  urentes,  Warmsee,  was 
celebrated  in  antiquity  for  its  “ warm 
baths,”  and  these,  called  Las  Burgas, 
are  still  frequented  from  July  to  Sep- 
tember. They  gush  forth  at  the  W.  of 
the  town  from  a granite  rock,  almost 
boiling,  and  are  turned  to  many  useful 
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purposes  besides  medical  ones.  Orense, 
a nice  clean  town,  is  the  capital  of  its 
province,  and  the  residence  of  local 
authorities,  and  of  a bishop,  suffragan 
to  Santiago : population  under  6000. 
It  is  pleasantly  situated,  rising  geutly 
above  the  Mino,  and  girdled  by  hills. 
The  bridge  is  striking,  being  1319  ft. 
long  and  18  wide,  and  defended  by  a 
castle  on  the  town  side.  The  grand 
arch  is  156  ft.  wide,  and  135  high 
from  the  bed  of  the  river,  on  account 
of  sudden  inundations.  It  was  built 
in  1230  by  Bishop  Lorenzo,  and  re- 
paired in  1449  by  Bishop  Pedro  de 
Silva. 

Orense  was  patronised  by  the  Goths, 
and  here  the  Suevi-Gothi  first  re- 
nounced Paganism.  A cathedral,  de- 
dicated to  St.  Martin,  was  built  so  early 
as  550,  but  the  Moors,  in  716,  levelled 
Orense  to  the  ground,  and  it  remained 
a heap  of  ruins  until  832,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Alonso  el  Casto,  and  granted 
to  the  bishop  in  1131.  The  present 
Gothic  cathedral  was  raised  by  Bishop 
Lorenzo  in  1220.  Santa  Euphemia  is 
the  local  patroness,  and  has  a chapel 
near  the  high  altar;  her  body  was 
discovered  by  a shepherdess,  on  the 
confines  of  Portugal,  from  its  having 
put  out  its  hand,  from  which  the  girl 
took  off  a ring,  and  was  struck  dumb, 
but  recovered  her  speech  by  putting  it 
on  again.  It  was  then  brought  to 
Orense  in  1157,  working  miracles  all 
the  way  (Morales,  ‘ Viage,'  148).  Ob- 
serve also  El  Paraiso,  so  called  from 
the  infinity  of  saints  and  angels.  The 
Silleria  del  Coro  is  good,  and  the  Ci la- 
bor io  and  the  transept  deserve  notice, 
as  well  as  the  quaint  mediaeval  shrines 
of  San  Facundo  and  San  Priinitivo, 
local  and  primitive  saints.  Visit  the 
Capilla  del  Crixto  Crucijicado,  founded 
in  1567  by  Bishop  Francisco  Triccio  ; 
also  that  of  San  Juan  Bautista,  rebuilt 
in  1468  by  the  Conde  de  Benavente,  in 
atonement  for  the  ravages  done  to  the 
cathedral  during  his  family  feuds  with 
the  rival  house  of  Lemos.  The  antique 
cloisters  were  erected  in  1804  by 
Bishop  Ederonio  ; observe  the  inscrip- 
tion. The  Capilla  de  la  Maria  Madre 
was  restored  in  1 722,  and  connected  by 
the  cloisters  to  the  cathedral ; eight  of 


the  canons  were  called  Cardenales,  as 
at  Santiago,  and  they  alone  did  service 
before  the  high  altar.  This  custom 
was  recognised  as  “ immemorial  ” by 
Innocent  III.,  in  1209.  Consult  for 
this  cathedral  Noticias  histvricas,  Juan 
Munoz  de  la  Cueva,  Mad.  1 726.  The 
ecclesiologist  may  look  at  the  old  cir- 
cular towers  of  the  Parroquia  de  la 
Trinidad.  For  this  diocese  refer  to 
Florez  {Esp.  Sag.,  xvii.)*  and  the  use- 
ful map  by  Cornide  and  Lopez,  Mad. 
1763. 

Orense  is  a good  head-quarter  for  the 
angler.  The  best  rivers  in  the  vicinity 
are  the  Avia,  Arenteiro,  Mino  (higher 
up),  and  crossing  it,  the  Sil,  Cave, 
Nabea,  Arnoya,  and  Limia. 

It  was  from  Orense  that  Soult  in- 
vaded Portugal,  having  Loison  and 
Foy  for ‘his  lieutenants.  They  met 
with  no  resistance  up  to  Oporto,  which 
they  sacked  without  mercy,  butchering 
in  cold  blood  some  10,000  men, 
women,  and  children,  but  the  avenger 
was  at  hand,  and  the  Duke  pounced 
upon  Soult,  who  fled,  May  12,  1809, 
performing  a retreat  unequalled  in 
horrors,  both  suffered  and  committed, 
even  by  that  of  Massena.  Thus  was 
Moore  most  nobly  avenged.  The 
cruel  coward  Loison  proposed  to  open 
a Ciutra  convention,  but  the  bold  and 
skilful  marshal  preferred  setting  au 
example  to  Massena,  rather  than  fol- 
lowing that  of  J uuot.  He  abandoned 
everything  that  constitutes  an  army, 
but  impedes  rapidity ; thus  he  saved 
his  men  by  sacrificing  guns,  baggage, 
and  plunder.  The  French  reached 
Orense  almost  naked,  from  whence 
76  days  before  they  had  set  forthwith 
26,000  men  and  78  cannon,  now  re- 
duced to  1 9,500  unarmed  stragglers. 
They  fell  back  on  Benavente,  venting 
their  irritation  under  military  repulse 
on  the  homes  and  persons  of  the  de- 
fenceless peasantry. 

The  Portuguese  frontier  on  the  route 
to  Chaves  begins  near  Feces  de  Abajo, 
12  L.  from  Orense.  To  the  r.  of  Alla- 
riz  (see  p.  314),  and  about  3 L.  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Mino,  and  near  a 
stream  that  runs  into  the  Arnoya,  is 
the  once  wealthy  abbey  of  Benedictines 
at  Celanova,  founded  iu  973  by  Sau 
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Kudesinto.  In  the  garden  is  one  of 
the  oldest  chapels  in  Spain,  supposed 
to  be  the  work  of  Vivianus,  and  before 
973.  In  the  abbey-church  are  the 
ancient  sepulchres  of  Ilduara  and 
Adosinda,  the  mother  and  sister  of  the 
founder,  who  was  buried  in  a curious 
sepulchre  supported  on  four  pillars 
and  constructed  after  the  fashion  of 
that  of  San  Torcato,  one  of  the  com- 
panions of  Santiago.  His  body  was 
deposited  by  the  Christians  at  the 
Moorish  invasion  at  Santa  Comba, 
distant  4^  L. : being  near  the  frontier, 
some  Portuguese  carried  it  off,  when 
a mist  came  on,  and  losing  their  way 
they  brought  it  to  Cetanova,  whose 
convent  bells  began  forthwith  to  ring 
of  their  own  accord. 

Many  other  ancient  tombs  lie  here 
in  sad  neglect ; among  them  was  one 
inscribed  with  the  well-known  epitaph, 
a.d.  1324 : — “ Era  1362  : Aqui  jaz 

Feijoo  Escudeiro,  bon  fidalgo  e verda- 
deiro,  gran  casador  e monteiro.”  Hence 
passing  by  Allariz  to  the  Laguna  is 
the  Limia,  the  real  river  of  oblivion, 
which  the  soldiers  of  Junius  Brutus 
hesitated  to  pass  over  (see  p.  25). 

Communications  with  Orense.  For 
the  line  to  Benavente,  and  hence  on 
to  Madrid,  see  R.  70.  When  once  at 
Orense,  an  excursion  should  by  all 
means  be  made  to  the  Vierzo  (see  p. 
310),  or  at  qll  events  as  far  as  Monte 
Furado  del  Sil. 


ROUTE  90.— ORENSE  TO  SANTIAGO. 
Bou  mi  2 


Pifior 

. . . . i* . 

. 3* 

Castrodozon  .... 

. . . . 1 . 

.1  a 

Oesta 

. 6 

KoJO  . . • a . . 

...  2 . 

. 8 

Caatrovite  .... 

...  2 . 

. 10 

Barca  de  Ulla  . • . 

. . . . 1 . 

. 11 

Susana 

. . . . 2 . 

. 13 

Santiago  . • • • . 

. . . . 1 . 

. 14 

This,  a long  bad  cross-road,  is  about 
to  be  entirely  repaired  and  re-con- 
structed. After  passing  the  ranges  at 
Pifior  and  Castrodozon,  we  descend 
into  the  rich  basin  of  the  Ulla,  which 
is  crossed  near  Castrovite,  leaving  el 
Fadron  to  the  1.,  and  the  conical  hill 
el  Pico  Sacro  to  the  r. 

The  bridle-road  from  Orense  to 
Lugo  ascends  the  Mino,  which  divides 


the  Cbantada  and  Puerto  Marin  dis- 
tricts from  Monforte. 

ROUTE  91. — ORENSE  TO  ECGO. 


Readego  . . . . , 

I* 

Chantada 

. . . . 3*  . . 

0 

Taboada  . . . . , 

....  2 . . 

7 

Naron 

91 

PuntinJ 

1 .. 

101 

Lugo 

3 .. 

131 

This  road  is  rough  and  often  flooded 
in  winter,  but  the  fishing  is  good,  as 
about  six  miles  from  Orense  the  river 
branches  off : the  grand  stream  comes 
down  by  Chantada  and  Puerto  Marin. 
About  half  a mile  from  Orense  the 
Mino  is  crossed  by  a bridge  of  wide 
and  lofty  arches ; near  it  is  the  Emit  ta 
de  los  Iiemedios,  which  is  much  fre- 
| quented  on  the  8th  of  August.  Puerto 
[ Marin  lies  to  the  r.  of  Naron  ; it  is  a 
pretty  place,  divided  by  the  river,  with 
a good  bridge.  It  belonged  first  to 
the  Templars,  and  then  to  the  knights 
of  St.  John.  The  Colegiata,  dedicated 
to  San  Nicolas,  is  a fine  unfinished 
Gothic  edifice  of  excellent  masonry. 
Observe  the  delicate  bassi-relievi  over 
the  doors.  The  palace  of  the  Bovedas, 
the  hospital  for  pilgrims,  and  the  whole 
place,  were  dreadfully  sacked  by  the 
invaders  under  Maurice  Mathieu. 

The  angler  may  go  down  the  rich 
valley  of  Lemos  to  Monforte , a tidy 
place  with  3000  souls,  on  the  Cabe, 

: and  thence  to  its  confluence  with  the 
Sil  and  Mino,  near  San  Esteban.  The 
country  is  rich  and  pastoral,  the  bacon 
, delicious,  ’and  the  Biscochos  de  Mon- 
forte renowned.  Near  the  town  is  a 
I curious  tidal  fountain.  From  Mon- 
forte the  angler  may  proceed  by  Mon- 
tefurado  to  the  Vierzo,  and  either  as- 
cend to  Ponferrada,  or  work  down  to 
Puebla  de  Sanabria  (see  p.  313).  The 
summer  is  the  best  period.  Take  a 
; local  guide,  and  attend  to  the  “ pro- 
vend. 

From  central  Lugo  there  are  two 
communications  with  the  Asturias : 
one  coasts  the  sea-board,  the  other 
threads  the  inland  valleys:  and  first 
by  the  coast. 


ROUTE  92. — LUGO  TO  OVIEDO  BY  SEA- 
COAST. 
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MondoQedo S ..  Si 

Villa  Martin 2 

Rivadeo 8 . . 12i 

Franco 3 ..  15i 

Navia 2 ..  17i 

Luarca 3i  ..  21 

I.as  IlallotM *i  ..  24 i 

Muroa 3i  ..  28 

Aviles 2i  ..  30i 

Vllladoveyo, 2i..33 

Oviedo  . , 2i  ..  3&i 


Although  we  have  ridden  every  inch 
of  this  route,  we  can  only  give  the  dis- 
tances approximatively.  The  leagues 
are  very  long,  and  the  road  after  Naina 
to  Aviles  is  a constant  up  and  down. 
The  accommodations  are  tolerable : 
the  fish  everywhere,  both  sea  and 
river,  is  excellent.  Leaving  Lugo,  an 
uninteresting  swampy  country  inter- 
venes to  Bean,  after  which  the  road 
ascends  and  descends,  overlooking 
pleasant  nooks,  with  the  distant  sea 
filling  up  the  gaps  in  the  mountain 
horizon  with  a border  of  blue.  Mon- 
donedo, Britona,  with  a tolerable  po- 
sada,  stands  in  an  oval  and  highly 
cultivated  valley,  under  the  hill  In- 
fiesta, and  surrounded  by  the  clear 
tributaries  of  the  Masma.  It  is  the 
see  of  a bishop,  suffragan  to  Santiago, 
population  about  6000,  and  is  quite 
uninteresting.  The  cathedral,  with 
two  pepper-box  towers,  was  begun  in 
1221:  in  1505-99,  four  chapels  were 
added  behind  iheCapilla  Mayor.  The 
Sanctuario  de  Nuestra  Seiiora  de  los 
Remedies,  is  the  only  object  worth 
notice,  as  the  image  is  called  la  In- 
qlesa,  because  brought  from  St  Paul’s, 
London,  at  the  Reformation,  and  also 
la  Grande,  from  its  full-grown  size. 
Mondonedo,  and  the  districts  of  Vivero 
and  Navia,  were  completely  sacked 
by  Maurice  Mathieu,  who  here  sur- 
rised  the  old  blockhead  Worster  and 
is  Gallicians,  who  were  swaggering 
and  feasting  under  the  delusion  that 
the  French  were  running  away  from 
them,  which  they  forthwith  did  from 
the  French. 

At  Sargadelos,  on  the  sea  near  Cape 
Burela,  is  an  iron-foundry,  established 
in  1792  by  Antonio  Ibanez.  Here  the 
shot  and  shells  for  the  arsenals  of  el 
Ferrol  were  cast.  The  ore  is  found 
at  San  Miguel  de  Reinante,  near  Bar- 


reiros,  and  is  embarked  at  Foz  on  the 
Masma,  to  the  1.  of  Rivadeo. 

Leaving  Mondonedo,  at  1 L.  on  the 
Masma  is  the  fine  Benedictine  convent 
of  San  Salvador  at  Lorenzana  ; it  was 
founded  in  969  by  the  Conde  Gutierre 
Osorio,  who  afterwards  became  a 
monk,  went  to  Jerusalem,  died,  and 
was  buried  here  in  a superb  marble 
and  mosaic  ornamented  tomb : for  his 
life  and  miracles  see  Esp.  Sag.,  xviii. 
296:  here  also  is  buried  his  sister  Ur- 
raca.  The  convent  was  completely 
pillaged  by  the  French.  The  last 
league  into  Rivadeo  is  called  la  legua 
■ de  Rochella,  and  is  the  longest  in  Gal- 
licia. The  country  is  full  of  farm- 
houses and  villages.  Much  flax  and 
maize  are  produced : the  latter  is  dried 
in  buildings  pierced  with  slits,  like 
windows  for  arrows. 

Rivadeo  is  a sweetly  situated  town 
on  its  beautiful  ria  or  bay,  abounding 
in  fruit,  vegetables,  and  excellent  fish. 
There  is  a decent  posada : also  a small 
house  with  good  accommodation,  kept 
by  the  Spanish  widow  of  a Frenchman. 
The  alameda  is  pretty.  Here  also  is 
an  Alcazar,  with  two  towers  and  a 
Moorish-looking  gate.  The  Castillo 
commands  the  lovely  bay,  which  is 
spread  out  like  an  indented  lake.  The 
cannon  were  thrown  iuto  the  sea  during 
the  war,  and  there  they  may  be  still 
seen,  unrecovered  by  the  apathetic  na- 
tives. Rivadeo  was  one?  an  episcopal 
see,  and  now  has  a colegiata  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin.  The  towns  of  Figueras 
and  Castropol  rise  on  eminences  op- 
posite. 

The  river  Eo,  famous  for  its  oysters 
and  fishing,  flows  into  the  bay,  and 
divides  the  provinces  of  Gallicia  and 
Asturias.  The  salmon-fishing  at  Alires, 
2 L.  up,  is  renowned.  Now  the  road 
continues  to  Aviles , 17  L.  along  the 
coast,  with  the  sea  close  to  the  1.  It  is 
beautiful,  but  tedious ; the  spurs  of  the 
hills  come  down  to  the  shore,  and 
through  their  dips  flow  infinite  streams. 
Thus  it  is  one  continual  up  hill  and 
down  hill,  cuesta  arriba  ycuesta  abajo, 
and  one  ferrying  and  fording,  so  that 
very  little  real  progress  is  made  after 
much  labour  to  man  and  beast. 

On  leaving  Rivadeo,  a ferry-boat. 
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after  a passage  of  a quarter  of  an  hour, 
lands  the  traveller  at  Figtteras,  the  first 
town  in  the  Asturias.  If  the  weather 
is  very  bad,  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  , 
round  the  ria,  crossing  over  to  Castro- 
pol,  a steep  clambering  fishy  town,  near 
which  some  workings  of  an  old  tin- 
mine  have  been  discovered  by  Mr. 
Schultz.  The  country  soon  becomes 
wild  and  boggy,  and  we  reach  Navia, 
built  on  its  splendid  salmon  river  ; j 
here  the  Meson  is  decent,  and  the  fish 
capital.  Luarca  is  not  seen  until  it  is 
entered,  as  this  pretty  spot  is  nestled 
in  a sheltered  cove  between  the  points 
Las  Mugeres  and  Focicon.  The  trout- 
stream  Rio  Negro  comes  down  into 
the  bay.  The  houses  are  most  pic-  j 
turesque,  and  a chapel,  with  a whitened 
tower,  hangs  above  on  a rock,  a land- 
mark to  ships,  and  put  into  the  picture 
to  please  painters.  The  little  inn,  with 
its  pretty  garden,  is  clean  and  com- 
fortable, and  here  the  angler  might 
put  up.  The  natives  are  simple  and 
industrious,  and  the  whole  country  is 
thickly  peopled  and  cultivated  with 
maize.  The  peasants  have  less  of  the 
misery  of  the  interior  of  Gallicia.. 
Their  homes  are  more  comfortable, 
and  their  windows, oftener  glazed.  The 
costume  and  manner  change  and  im- 
prove as  we  advance  into  the  Asturias: 
see  Heading  of  Sect.  x. 

Hence  to  the  river  Caneiro , 1 L.,and 
then  into  Las  Ballotas,  as  a jumbled 
series  of  hills  is  called,  which  extend 
to  Muros , 6 L.  Romantic,  indeed, 
are  the  glens  and  precipices,  but  fa- 
tiguing to  the  horseman  ; however, 
the  broken  and  dislocated  strata  afford 
fine  sections  to  the  geologist,  while  the 
botany  and  trees  on  the  slopes  delight 
the  artist  and  lover  of  natural  history  ; 
unfortunately,  their  stems  are  too  often  j 
trimmed  up,  and  the  lateral  branches 
lopped  oflf.  The  road  is  very  intricate. 
At  Soto  the  lemon  and  orange  reappear. 
There  is  an  excellent  meson,  or  posada, 
at  Soto  de  Rudinia,  placed  amid  noble 
chesnuts,  in  a charming  Swiss-like 
valley,  which  lies  a little  out  of  the 
road,  and  is  strongly  recommended  by 
Capt.  Widdrington  as  head-quarters 
for  the  naturalist. 

The  7 L.  to  Muros  took  us  nine 


hours'  riding.  It  was  here  that  Jo- 
vellanos,  one  of  the  few  real  patriots 
of  Spain,  was  wrecked  and  insulted  by 
the  petty  authorities : he  died  Nov.  27, 
1811,  at  Vega,  near  Navia,  worn  out 
with  age  ana  fatigue,  and  heart-broken 
at  the  ingratitude  of  his  country  (see 
B.  White,  ‘ Letters,’  p.  480).  Crossing 
the  deep  blue  and  glorious  fishing 
river  the  Pravia,  is  the  Castillo  de  la 
Barca,  the  castle  of  the  ferry-boat, 
where  an  ancient  square  tower  defends 
the  passage.  The  scenery  here  re- 
sembles that  of  Devonshire,  with  slop- 
ing wood-clothed  banks,  dipping  into 
the  water,  damp  and  green  as  Mount 
Edgcumbe.  2^  L.  of  infamous  road, 
up  and  down  over  ruts  and  broken 
stones,  lead  to  Aviles ; before  which, 
about  1 L.  to  the  1.,  on  the  sea-coast, 
are  the  rich  coal-mines  of  Arnao,  which 
are  now  worked  by  an  Hispano-Belge 
company.  The  primitive  engine  for 
drawing  up  the  mineral  is  moved  by 
bullocks,  while  women  do  the  drud- 
gery of  lading  the  craft  below.  The 
adit  to  the  mine  hangs  about  30  feet 
above  the  sea,  the  shaft  runs  about 
1200  feet  deep,  and  runs  below  the 
water’s  level.  The  seam  of  coal  is 
about  40  feet  thick. 

Aviles,  with  a very  tolerable  posada, 
is  situated  about  1 L.  from  the  sea, 
with  an  open  ria,  which  is  flooded  at 
high-water,  and  well  stocked  with 
wild-fowl  in  winter.  An  embankment 
is  now  making,  by  which  a portion  of 
these  valuable  salt-marshes  will  be 
redeemed.  The  dull  red  roofs,  and 
absence  of  any  spire,  announce  this 
gloomy  old  town,  which  is  entered  by 
a causeway  over  a swamp,  passing  the 
large  old  church  of  San  Nicolas. 

Aviles,  Argenteorolla,  the  capital  of 
its  Consejo,  and  one  of  the  cradles  of 
the  monarchy,  contains  some  6500 
souls ; it  is  cheap,  and  well  provided 
with  fruit  and  fish:  some  traffic  is 
carried  on  in  copper,  mines  of  which 
occur  in  the  vicinity.  The  streets  are 
irregular,  damp,  and  arcaded  ; the 
Plaza  sombre.  The  costume  of  the 
women,  who  come  to  draw  water  here, 
is  quite  h l’autique ; a handkerchief, 
tightly  drawn,  defines  the  form  of  the 
head,  while  the  hair  and  knots  are  col- 
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lected  behind,  and  fall  quite  in  a G reek 
model.  The  boddices  are  of  velvet, 
or  coloured  cloth,  with  a tippet  crossed 
over  the  bosom. 

Aviles  has  little  worth  seeing : the 
architect  may  look  at  the  houses  of  the 
Marquises  of  Santiago  and  Ferrera, 
which  are  better,  and  deserve  notice. 
A portion  of  the  rude  old  walls  remains 
near  the  quay,  which,  with  the  Puente 
de  San  Sebastian,  is  respectable.  The 
fondeadero,  or  spot  for  anchorage,  is 
called  de  San  Juan.  The  frontal  of  San 
Nicolas,  built  in  the  Norman  style,  is 
very  ancient,  composed  of  animals, 
flowers,  zigzag  and  engrailed  patterns. 
In  the  interior  is  a statue  of  Nuestra 
Sehora  del  Carmen,  by  Antonio  Borja, 
with  lengthy  fingers,  and  an  old  tomb 
of  the  La  Sallas  family,  supported  by 
eight  Byzantine  Alhambra-like  lions. 
The  font  is  hollowed  out  of  a Corin- 
thian capital.  The  Capilla  de  Solis 
was  built  in  1499  by  Rodrigo  de  Bor- 
eeros,  for  Pedro  de  Solis,  who  also 
founded  the  hospital  in  1515.  In  the 
San  Francisco  were  three  old  tombs, 
and  a Santa  Rosa  by  Borja ; an  Astu- 
rian sculptor  of  the  time  of  Philip 
III.  Juan  Carreno  de  Miranda,  the 
painter,  was  born  here,  March  25, 
1614.  At  Mansanara,  about  1 L.  from 
Aviles,  is  a curious  aucient  church  of 
the  Norman  style.  The  arch  over  the 
high  altar  is  extremely  beautiful,  and 
the  masonry  admirably  preserved  : 
the  corbels  and  roof  deserve  notice. 
This  building  is  of  the  11th  century, 
and  belonged  once  to  the  Templars. 

Aviles  has  been  selected  by  the 
North  of  Spain  Railroad  Company  to 
be  the  terminus  of  this  grand  line  to 
Madrid,  which  has  been  projected  by 
Mr.  Keily  and  Rembel,  and  which  is 
intended  to  pass  through  Oviedo  and 
Leon.  To  the  former  city  there  can 
be  no  difficulty,  and  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood  are  some  of  the  largest 
coal-fields  in  Europe.  It  is  also  con- 
templated to  run  steamers  from  Fal- 
mouth to  Aviles,  a passage  which  may 
be  effected  in  two  days.  Thus,  if  these 
specious  projects  are  realised,  in  a few 
years  Madrid,  the  so  long  isolated 
central  capital  of  Spain,  will  be 
brought  within  four  days’  journey  of 


London,  the  capital  of  the  world,  the 
stronghold  of  peace,  order,  and  liberty, 
the  fountain  of  moral  civilization. 
These  are  gifts  worthy  of  the  ocean’s 
ueen,  and  which  must  inevitably  in- 
uence,  in  an  incalculable  degree,  the 
future  progress  of  Spain  to  new 
wealth,  honour,  power,  and  pros- 
perity : so  be  it. 

Oviedo  lies  distant  from  Aviles  5 L., 
the  first  3 very  hilly.  It  is  in  the 
progress  of  much  improvement,  and 
new  bridges  are  building.  At  the 
second,  and  to  the  L,  a most  extensive 
view  opens,  with  Gijon  projecting  on 
a tongue  of  land,  the  road  to  which 
from  Oviedo  branches  off  at  Lugones, 
and  is  about  to  be  put  in  good  order. 
Entering  the  superb  Camino  Real  is 
Oviedo,  with  a glorious  background 
of  misty  cloud-capt  hills  towering  one 
above  another,  the  fit  mountain  capital 
of  the  wild  Asturias. 
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There  is  another  inland  route  which 
strikes  more  to  the  1.  over  the  moun- 
tains by  Castroverde  4 L.,  Fuensagrada 
4 L.,  renaforte  3 L.,  Grandas  de 
Salime  1 L.,  Mont  fur  ado  2 L.,  Tineo 
4 L.,  and  so  on  to  Oviedo : it  is  shorter, 
being  only  28  L.,  but  more  difficult ; 
indeed,  both  these  routes  are  rough 
riding  at  all  times,  and  in  winter 
scarcely  practicable,  from  snow  in  the 
passes,  and  river  floods.  In  the  sum- 
mer they  are  Swiss-like,  pastoral,  and 
delicious  to  the  artist  and  angler. 
Take,  at  all  events,  a local  guide,  and 
attend  to  the  provend.  It  was  by  it 
that  Ney  advanced,  in  May,  1809,  on 
Oviedo;  then  the  relentless  invaders 
converted  these  happy  valleys  into 
scenes  of  misery,  and  turned  the  quiet 
villages  into  dens  of  thieves:  they 
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burnt,  robbed,  and  destroyed  every- 
thing within  reach. 

After  passing  over  a broken  moun- 
tainous district  below  Fueri  Sagrada, 
runs  the  Navia,  a good  salmon  and 
trout  river.  It  rises  near  Nogales, 
and  enters  the  sea  at  Navia,  having 
wound  down  a Swiss-like  valley,  with 
the  high  range  which'divides  it  from 
the  basin  of  the  Eo,  walling  it  up  to 
the  left. 

The  village  Berducrdo,  in  the  heart 
of  the  Consejo  de  Allende,  is  good 
angling  quarters,  and  the  shooting  in 
the  broken  hills  is  excellent.  The 
Navia  is  crossed  by  a good  bridge  be- 
fore entering  the  village.  The  pro- 
vince of  Gallicia  is  quitted  soon  after 
Acebo.  Another  ridge  separates  the 
valley  of  the  Navia,  which  now  turns 
up  to  the  1.,  from  that  of  the  Narcea, 
on  which  Canvas  de  Tineo,  the  head 
of  its  Consejo,  is  built.  Visit  la  Cueva 
de  Sequeras,  which  has  singular  sta- 
lactites. The  angler  will  fiud  that  the 
cordales,  or  hills,  with  defiles,  have 
each  its  stream.  The  best  rivers 
will  be  found  to  be  the  Luina,  Na- 
viega,  and  the  Pequena,  lower  down. 

Cangas  de  Tineo  ( concha , a shell,  a 
valley)  is  a central  point  for  the  artist 
and  angler.  The  Benedictine  monas- 
tery of  Corias  was  founded  in  1012 
by  the  Conde  Piiielo.  ' In  the  Iglesia 
de  la  Vega  are  some  ancient  sepul- 
chres : here  Bermudo  el  Diacono  was 
buried.  There  is  another  Benedictine 
convent  at  Obona,  about  1 L.  from 
Cangas,  which  was  founded  in  680  by 
Aldegaster,  son  of  the  king  of  Gijon, 
who  is  buried  here.  The  situation  on 
the  slopes  of  the  Guadia  hill  is  wild, 
and  the  chesnut  woods  are  infested 
with  wolves.  Visit  also  the  curious 
tidal  fountain,  la  Cornellana.  The 
village  of  Salas  is  remarkable  for  the 
casas  solares  of  the  old  families  of 
Montijo  Pefialva  and  the  historian 
Conde  de  Toreno.  Now  you  may 
either  continue  on  to  Oviedo,  or  sketch 
and  fish  down  to  Villafranca,  in  the 
Vierzo,  or  to  Leon.  In  either  case  the 
wild  route  will  ascend  to  Naviego  and 
the  Branas,  where  the  Puerto  de 
Leitariegos  commences.  Those  pro- 
ceeding from  Cangas  to  Oviedo,  will 


descend  with  the  Narcea,  which  emp- 
ties itself  into  the  Pravia,  and  both 
afterwards  into  the  sea  near  Muros. 
The  salmon  are  plentiful.  Orado  is 
another  good  quarter  : the  angler  will 
fish  up  the  valley  to  Oviedo  by  Peha- 
jlor,  where  he  may  dine  on  a trout  like 
Gil  Bias.  Near  tnis  is  Trubia,  famous 
for  its  foundry  for  cannon-balls,  and 
Langres,  which  contains  vast  coal- 
beds, hitherto  neglected  and  unappre- 
ciated. From  Grado,  up  stream,  is  the 
Nalon,  with  its  tributaries,  the  Lu- 
gones,  Noreiia,  and  the  Nora,  which, 
with  its  feeder  the  Aller,  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  fishing  streams  in  the 
N.W.  of  Spain.  Mieres  is  a good 
quarter ; and  at  Ujo,  about  three  miles, 
is  the  junction  of  the  rivers.  The 
smaller  rivulets.  Cot  and  Cannedo, 
join  near  Pola  de  Somiedo.  The  angler 
may  put  up  at  Miranda  and  Silviella, 
as  the  fishing  in  the  Arce  and  Pequena 
is  well  spoken  of. 

Those  who  are  not  going  directly  to 
Oviedo  may  branch  off  from  Cangas 
de  Tineo  either  to  Villafranca  and  the 
Vierzo  (see  Route  69),  or  to  Leon  (see 
Route  95). 

ROCJTE  94. CANGAS  DE  TINEO  TO 

VILLAFRANCA. 

Naviego 2 

Puerto  de  Leitariegos  . 8 . . 4 

Laeeana 3 . . 7 

Placios  del  Sil . ...  3 ..  10 

Toreno 3..  13 

Carabelos 2. .IS 

Villafranca 1 ..  16 

The  Puerto  is  the  pass  through  the 
mountains  which  divide  Leon  from 
Asturias,  and,  being  extremely  ele- 
vated, is  buried  during  winter  in  snow. 
The  Branas,  a word  meaning  a “ high 
place,”  are  small  hamlets  of  chalets, 
chozas,  mountain  huts,  like  the  Bordas 
of  Navarra,  to  which  the  breeders  of 
cattle,  or  vaquieros,  migrate  from  the 
plains  in  the  summer.  These  nomad 
pastoral  shepherds  remove  in  caravans 
like  gipsies,  carrying  all  their  house- 
hold goods,  children,  and  cattle.  They 
thread  the  intricate  passes. of  the  ele- 
vated heights,  where  they  pasture  their 
flocks,  and  make  provisions  of  hay  for 
winter,  herding  entirely  with  their 
cattle,  and  holding  no  commerce  with 
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the  villagers  below,  or  even  the  other 
Branas  on  high.  Each  little  clan 
stands  alone  and  aloof,  shunning  and 
despising  its  neighbour : they  fence 
themselves  in  against  mankind,  as  they 
do  their  flocks  against  the  wolf.  As 
they  never  marry  out  of  their  own 
tribe,  and  are  all  too  closely  connected 
for  the  canonical  rules  of  wedlock,  the 
fee  for  dispensations  is  considerable. 
The  Oriental  spirit  of  love  of  self  and 
hatred  of  all  others  extends  even  to 
the  churches,  where  a bar  divides  the 
flock  from  their  fellow-shepherds  and 
villagers,  whom  they  curse  even  while 
at  prayers.  These  Bedouins  of  the 
mountain,  not  desert,  have  retained 
many  ancient  observances,  especially 
as  regards  their  dead  and  fiinerals. 

Luceana  is  the  first  town  of  the 
Vierzo.  Now  the  route  follows  the 
beautiful  Sil,  thence  to  Tureno,  with  a 
good  bridge  to  Ponferrada  (see  p.  310). 

The  route  to  Leon  first  ascends  to 
the  Puerto,  and  if  the  rider  takes  the 
line  by  Carballo,  then  thus  : — 

ROUTE  95. — CANO  AS  I>E  TINEO  TO 
LEON. 

Puerto  de  Leituiegoe  . 6 

Villableno S . . H 

Puerto  de  la  Magdalen*  . 2 ..10 
Riello  ......  3 ..  13  . 


A I*  Magdalen*  . 

. . 2 .. 

15 

Cam  po  Sag  ratio  . 

. . u .. 

161 

Lorenzana  . 

. . 2 .. 

IS* 

Leon  .... 

. . t*  .. 

20 

Nothing  can  be  wilder  than  all  this 
rarely-troaden  sierra.  To  the  1.  of  the 
pass  of  Leitariegos  are  many  others; 
first  that  of  Zerezal,  then  of  Somiedo, 
then  of  La  Mesa,  thus  offering  open- 
ings through  the  mountains  all  the 
way  to  Pajares  (see  Route  98),  through 
which  the  grand  road  is  carried.  All 
the  Consejo  of  Somiedo  is  alpine.  The 
country  is  broken,  and  almost  imprac- 
ticable, and  quite  so  in  winter.  The 
woods  abound  with  birds  and  beasts  of 
prey,  as  well  as  game ; but  in  the  shel- 
tered valleys  an  abundance  of  fruit  is 
raised.  The  rivers,  with  their  Swiss 
bridges,  are  picturesque  and  pisca- 
torial. The  Orbigo  is  a beautiful 
stream,  and  rises  near  the  Puerta  de  la 
Magdalena ; but  the  Luna,  which  joins 
it  near  Llamas  de  Ribera,  is  perhaps 
the  best  of  them  all.  It  flows  before 
its  junction  through  the  Consejo  de 
V'rtlamor  de  Riello.  The  road  then 
strikes  more  to  the  1.,  and  enters  the 
charming  valley  of  the  Bernesga, 
which  flows  down  from  the  Puerto  de 
Pajares:  of  course  the  traveller  will 
take  a local  guide,  and  attend  to  the 
“ provend.”  For  Leon,  see  p.  317. 
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The  best  periods  of  visit  are  the  warm  spring  and  summer  months.  The  chief  object  is 
Oviedo,  with  the  Ashing  and  geology  in  its  neighbourhood.  The  scenery  and  antiquities  of 
Route  91,  and  the  scenery  and  fishing  of  Routes  98  and  99,  are  highly  interesting. 


El  Principado  de  las  Asturias,  the  Principality,  the  Wales  of  the  Peninsula, 
■was  the  mountain  refuge  of  the  aborigines,  unconquered  alike  by  Roman  or 
Moor,  and  afterwards  became  the  cradle  of  the  Gotho-Hispano  monarchy.  It 
is  a narrow  strip,  separated  by  an  inner  barrier  of  hills  from  Leon,  and  bounded 
to  the  N.  by  another  outward  range,  la  cordillera  de  la  costa,  which  fringes 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  while  both  of  these  grand  dorsal  spines  have  lateral  offshoots 
or  cordales,  which  run  into  the  valleys  and  dips.  The  entire  area  contains 
about  310  square  leagues,  and  is  divided  into  69  consejos,  councils  or  districts. 
In  climate  and  natural  characteristics  it  is  closely  analogous  with  the  Basque 
provinces  and  parts  of  Gallicia : the  principality  is  a land  of  hill  and  dale, 
river  and  forest;  the  climate  is  damp;  cold  in  winter,  and  temperate  in 
summer.  It  is  our  Wales  on  a larger  scale,  for  some  of  the  elevations  rise 
to  10,000  feet  above  the  sea-level.  The  clouds  with  shadowy  wings -always 
hover  above  these  mountain  ranges,  which  thus  become  a huge  alembic  to 
catch  and  condense  the  6ea-mists  from  the  Atlantic.  Wheat  is  scarce  in 
these  humid  regions,  and  the  staple  food  is  maize ; a bad  bread  is  made  of 
rye,  or  of  escanda,  a sort  of  spelt  wheat  which  ripens  in  August.  A consider- 
able quantity  of  cattle  is  reared  here,  and  the  rich  pastures  feed  cows,  which 
furnish  much  milk  and  butter. 

The  natural  timber  of  oak,  chesnut,  silver  and  Scotch  firs,  and  the  Pinus 
Uncinata,  is  very  fine,  although  the  woods  are  much  neglected  or  destroyed, 
but  in  remote  districts,  where  safe  from  the  axe,  it  is  superb,  as  in  the  forest  of 
Leibana.  There  is  also  an  abundance  of  coal  and  turf  for  fuel,  and  of  cider  for 
drink ; the  fruits,  flowers,  and  vegetables  resemble  those  of  Devonshire ; the 
hills  abound  with  game,  and  the  rivers  with  salmon,  shad,  trout,  and  eels.  The 
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horses,  although  small,  are  safe  and  active,  but  these  mountaineers  are  better 
walkers  than  riders,  and  use  their  arms  quite  as  vigorously  as  their  legs,  being 
excellent  singlestick  players  and  dancers.  The  national  jigs  are  La  Muneira 
and  la  Danza  prima,  and  a cudgel  capering  of  remote  antiquity  closely  resem- 
bling la  Danza  dels  bostons  of  the  Catalans. 

In  the  Asturias,  a country  little  exposed  to  the  Moorish  and  Spanish  forays, 
security  of  person  and  property  has  long  existed.  There  are  few  robbers,  for 
they  would  starve  in  these  poor  and  untravelled  hills.  Accordingly  the  pea- 
santry, instead  of  herding  for  protection  in  walled  towns,  live  in  small  farms, 
and  often  own  the  land  which  they  cultivate.  Land  in  general  is  more  subdi- 
vided here  than  in  the  south,  where  large  districts  were  granted  to  the  conquis- 
tadores  who  assisted  in  ousting  the  infidel  occupants.  The  costume  of  the  lower 
classes  is  Swiss-like ; the  females,  when  dressed  in  their  best,  wear  boddices  of 
yellow  or  green,  laced  in  front  and  adorned  with  gold  joyas,  and  coral  neck- 
laces. Dark  coloured  serges  and  black  mantles  or  dengues  are  thrown  over 
the  head ; sometimes  pretty  handkerchiefs  are  used,  which  are  tied  closely  over 
the  front,  while  the  hair  hangs  down  behind  in  long  plaits  or  trenzas.  The 
Gallician  madreiias,  or  French-like  wooden  shoes,  are  also  replaced  by  leather 
ones,  and  a small  sock,  edged  with  red  or  yellow,  is  worn  over  the  stockings. 
The  men  generally  have  white  felt  caps  turned  up  with  green,  and  delight  in 
skittles.  Both  sexes  are  kind,  civil,  and  well-mannered,  especially  the  women, 
who  are  gentle  and  attentive  to  the  stranger.  Their  homes  may  indeed  be 
humble,  and  their  costume  homely ; but,  for  away  from  cities,  the  best  (qualities 
of  the  heart  have  never  been  corrupted ; a tribute  which  none  who,  like  our- 
selves, have  ridden  over  these  rugged  districts,  and  shared  iu  their  unbought 
courtesies  and  hospitalities,  will  ever  deny  them. 

The  Iberian  word  ast  implies  elevation ; thus  ast  thor  has  been  interpreted  the 
“gate  of  lofty  rocks.”  The  Astures  were  scarcely  known  before  the  reign  of 
Augustus,  and  were  then,  like  the  Cantabrians,  subjected  more  in  name  than  in 
reality.  Nor  were  they  mastered  by  the  Goths,  against  whom  they  constantly 
rebelled  (San  Isid.  er.  64 1 ).  The  Saracenic  deluge,  which  swept  unresisted 
from  the  East,  was  first  checked  and  beaten  back  from  these  mountains,  to 
which  the  highlanders  are  fondly  attached : and  here,  in  spite  of  damp,  hard 
fare,  and  harder  work,  the  average  of  life  is  long,  and  the  population  swarm- 
ing, for  which  there  is  neither  room  nor  adequate  employment.  Hence  the 
males  migrate,  and  do  the  work  at  Madrid  of  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water.  They  also  become  valets,  cooks,  and  indoor  servants,  and  are  the  Swiss 
of  Spain,  faithful,  but  interested — point  d’argent  point  d’Asturien. 

Many  of  them,  and  especially  Los  Montaneses  and  those  who  come  from  the 
hills  ( Las  Montanas ) near  Santander,  keep  the  chandlers’ and  small  grocery 
shops  in  other  parts  of  Spain : many  others  seek  employment  at  Xerez  and  the 
wine  districts,  where  they  frequently  become  very  rich,  for,  like  their  ances- 
tors (Astur  avarus,  Sil.  Ital.  i.  231 ; Mart.  x.  16.  3),  they  are  thrifty  and  careful 
of  their  hard-earned  gains.  Then  they  return  to  their  sweet-aired  hills ; nay, 
if  debarred  a hope  of  return,  they  pine  from  Nostalgia  or  Heimweh ; but  this 
maladie  du  pays — home-ache,  like  the  goitre  or  itch,  is  a disease  of  the  high- 
lander, who  cannot  live  in  peace  if  not  sure  that  his  grave  will  be  near  his 
cradle.  Those  who  do  not  leave  their  home  remain  poor,  and  are  hardly  worked 
and  ill-fed,  both  male  and  female,  young  and  old.  They  are  much  subject  to 
bronchocele  or  goitre — Papera,  Lamperon,  and  the  Mai  de  Rosa , a sort  of  eri- 
sypelatous  scurvy,  which  some  attribute  to  an  insufficiency  of  good  linen  and 
living. 

The  chief  travelling  in  the  Asturias  is  on  the  primitive  mule  or  horse ; one 
magnificent  Camino  real  being  the  only  exception,  which  traverses  the  princi- 
pality from  Gijon  and  Leon  to  Madrid,  and  which  cost  so  much  that  Charles  IV. 
inquired  if  it  were  paved  with  silver. 
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The  Asturian  cross  and  interior  communications  are  impracticable  for  car- 
riages ; alpine  in  character  and  accommodations,  but  delightful  to  the  young, 
the  artist,  and  the  angler,  whether  he  wanders  inland  or  coasts  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  nothing  can  be  more  charming  than  this  sweet  interchange  of  hills 
and  valleys,  rivers,  woods,  and  plains,  now  land,  now  sea.  The  antiquarian 
and  lover  of  romantic  annals  will  remember  that  this  is  the  corner  to  which 
the  soldier  remnant  of  the  Goth  fled,  and  from  whence  Pelayus  sallied  forth 
to  reconstruct  the  shattered  monarchy  and  religion  of  Don  Roderick.  Here, 
therefore,  will  be  found  sites  and  churches  of  the  eighth  century,  and  whose 
nomenclature,  which  like  form  often  outlives  substance,  is  remarkable.  The 
extreme  antiquity  of  the  creed  is  evidenced  by  the  primitive  names  of  the 
parishes,  and  the  odd  quaint  saints  who  are  their  tutelars,  although  elsewhere 
either  unknown,  or  obsolete.  Many  have  been  pillaged  and  desecrated  by  the 
French,  or  barbarously  neglected  by  the  Spaniard ; yet  enough  exists  from 
which  the  ingenious  architect  may  reconstruct  and  understand  the  former  sys- 
tem. The  Asturias,  poor  and  out-of-the-way,  have  been  comparatively  free 
from  the  rage  for  gilding  and  churriguerismo  which  came  over  the  more  wealthy 
localities. 

The  patois  spoken  by  the  peasantry,  which  differs  from  the  Gallician,  and  is 
called  Bable,  was  one  of  the  first  approaches  of  the  Gotho-Spaniard  to  the  Ro- 
mance and  present  Castilian  idiom.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  no  one  has 
collected  its  remains,  whether  in  proverbs  or  ancient  ballads,  for  in  these,  besides 
being  the  germs  of  language,  many  curious  relics  of  early  manners  and  history 
are  doubtless  preserved,  soon,  alas  ! to  be  among  the  things  that  were.  For 
some  remarks  on  this  Bable,  see  Duran,  iv.  41. 

The  antiquarian  may  consult  for  this  province  ‘ El  Viage  de  Morales ,’  pub- 
lished by  Florez,  in  folio,  Madrid,  1765 ; also  the  lEsp.  Sag.,’  vols.  37,  38,  and 
39  ; ‘ Antiguedades  de  las  Asturias,’  Luis  Alonzo  de  Carballo,  fol.  Mad.  1695  ; 

‘ Asturias  ilustrada,’ Jose  Trello  Villademoros,  8vo.  Mad.  1760.  The  natural 
history  is  described  by  Casal ; and  the  German  Professor  Schultz  is  employed  in 
preparing  a geological  and  mineralogical  survey  and  map,  a rdsume  of  which 
has  already  been  printed  in  the  Oviedo  ‘ Boletin,’  in  June  and  July,  1839. 

The  Asturias  gives  the  title  of  prince  to  the  heir  apparent,  which  was  done  in 
professed  imitation  of  our  Prince  of  Wales,  and  at  the  desire  of  the  Duke  of 
Lancaster  in  1388,  when  his  daughter  Constance  married  Enrique,  eldest  sbn 
of  Juan  I. 


OVIEDO,  the  mountain  capital  of 
this  mountain  principality,  is  a good 
head-quarter  for  the  fisherman,  who 
will  here  obtain  a guide  and  replenish 
his  commissariat.  There  are  two 
posadas,  La  Tinana,  which  is  very 
tolerable,  and  La  Catalana,  where  the  ' 
traveller  will  be  better  used  than  Gil 
Bias  was  when  he  came  to  bury  his 
father. 

Oviedo  is  a nice  clean  town,  with 
some  10,000  inhabitants.  It  is  the 
residence  of  the  provincial  authorities, 
has  an  audiencia  territorial,  a theatre, 
and  a reading  society,  to  which  fo- 
reigners are  readily  admitted.  The 
university,  a fine  modern  building 


outside  the  town,  has  a decent  library 
and  some  bad  pictures.  The  four 
principal  and  regular  streets  follow 
the  line  of  the  roads  to  Gijon,  Leon, 
Grado,  and  Santander;  they  cross  in 
a handsome  plaza,  and  terminate  in 
alamedas,  of  which  la  Tenderia  and 
Chambel  or  Chamberri,  are  the  most 
frequented.  The  town  is  well  sup- 
plied by  an  aqueduct  called  Pilares, 
which  brings  pure  water  from  Gitoria  : 
it  was  planned  in  1553  by  Juan  de 
Cerecedo,  and  built  in  1599  by  Gon- 
zalo  de  la  Bereera.  The  name  Oviedo 
is  derived  from  the  rivers  Ove  and 
Diva,  on  which  Pelayus  defeated  the 
Moors.  Previously  to  791  the  Gothic 
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princes  resided  at  Congas  and  Prav\a, 
until  Alonso  el  Casto  made  this  place 
his  court  and  capital. 

Oviedo  in  the  war  of  independence 
was  barbarously  treated  by  the  French. 
When  Soult,  after  Moore’s  retreat,  ad- 
vanced into  Portugal,  he  sent  Ney 
from  Lugo  with  6000  men  to  pillage 
the  Asturias.  Ney,  taking  the  inland 
line  (see  R.  93),  pounced  on  Oviedo, 
May  19,  1809,  before  the  Marques  of 
Rouiana  and  Junta,  entirely  occupied 
in  their  own  local  and  base  intrigues, 
knew  even  of  his  departure.  Every- 
body then  ran  away,  and  the  city, 
although  no  defence  or  resistance  was 
made,  was  mercilessly  sacked  for 
three  days.  The  thinness  of  the  silver 
plating,  and  the  earnest  prayers  of 
the  chapter,  who  gave  M.  Ney  their 
solid  bullion  lamps  and  images  (com- 
pare p.  366),  saved  the  relics  of  the 
Camara  Santa.  The  defeat  of  Soult 
at  Oporto,  by  the  English,  recoiled  on 
Ney,  who  fled  from  the  N.  W.  with  tar- 
nished laurels.  But  miserable  Oviedo 
was  again  plundered  by  Bonnet,  a 
man  who  rose  from  the  revolutionary 
ranks,  and  was  the  Alaric  of  the  Astu- 
rias, where  his  name  is  held  in  no  less 
execration  titan  Sebastiani’s  is  at  Gra- 
nada, or  Soult’s  at  Seville. 

The  see  of  Oviedo  was  founded  in 
810  by  Alonso  el  Casto.  At  first  it 
was  a metropolitan,  and  afterwards 
became  an  Iglesia  exenta,  an  excepted 
church,  and  not  suffragan  to  any  arch- 
bishop. The  cathedral  is  called  La 
Santa,  on  account  of  the  relics,  and 
the  city  civitas  Episcoporum,  because 
here,  in  808-14,  a council  was  held  of 
all  the  Spanish  prelates  whose  sees 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  Moors, 
in  partibus  infideliura.  The  cathedral, 
although  not  large,  is  very  elegant  and 
beautiful.  It  is  not  very  old,  having 
been  begun  in  1388  by  Bishop  Gu- 
tierrez de  Toledo,  who  in  an  evil  hour 
took  down  most  of  the  previous  edi- 
fice, which  was  built  in  802,  and 
dedicated  to  San  Salvador.  With  the 
exception  of  the  Camara  Santa,  the 
other  portions  which  were  spared  have 
subsequently  been  removed  by  the 
modernising  chapter.  The  W.  facade, 
although  unfinished,  is  striking.  A 


noble  porch  stands  between  two  towers, 
only  one  of  which  is  complete,  and 
that,  unfortunately,  not  according  to 
the  original  design  ; the  chapter,  in 
1575,  having  preferred  adding  an  open 
filigree  pyramidical  spire,  to  finishing 
the  opposite  larger  and  incongruous 
tower,  which  they  only  carried  up  to 
the  height  of  the  nave.  Observe  the 
singular  arch  of  the  northern  tower. 
The  interior  of  the  cathedral  rather 
disappoints,  as  the  central  nave  is 
higher  than  the  aisles  on  each  side, 
and  the  windows  to  the  1.  are  not 
painted.  A gallery  runs  under  the 
clerestory.  The  rctablo  of  the  high 
altar  is  of  the  date  1440,  and  is  divided 
into  five  tiers.  A modem  gilt  wooden 
custodia  replaces  the  former  one, 
which,  with  a silver  reja,  was  stolen 
by  the  invader.  The  Silleria  del 
Coro  is  ornamented  with  inlaid  mar- 
queterie. 

Many  of  the  lateral  chapels  are  dis- 
figured with  churrigueresque  and  mo- 
dern abominations.  The  trascoro  has 
also  suffered,  the  elegant  Gothic  centre 
having  been  whitewashed,  while  on 
each  side  incongruous  altars  of  dark 
marble  have  been  erected  in  a bastard 
classical  style.  The  chapels  at  the 
trasaltar  are  alxjminable.  Here  was 
that  of  the  Virgin,  which  was  the 
Escorial  or  burial-place  of  the  early 
kings : it  was  a portion  of  the  original 
building,  which  was  pulled  down  in 
1712  by  Bishop  Tomas  Reluz,  who 
built  the  present  contemptible  abor- 
tion, of  the  very  worst  period  of  art. 
The  Cimborio  is  overcharged,  and  the 
low  pillars,  aud  Corinthian  pilasters, 
and  heavy  disproportionate  cornice, 
are  gross  failures.  This  is  now  called 
La  Capilla  del  Re  Casto  (Alonso  II., 
obt.  843),  as  he  here  lies  buried,  with 
many  of  the  earliest  kings  aud  princes, 
to  wit,  Fruela  I.,  Alouso  el  Catolico, 
Ramiro,  Ordoiio  I.,  Alonso  el  Magno, 
Garcia  I.,  Dona  Giloria,  wife  of  Ber- 
mudo;  Urraca,  wife  of  Ramiro  I.,  &c. 
Six  niches  in  the  walls  contain  stone 
coffins.  All  the  original  sepulchres, 
epitaphs,  and  inscriptions,  so  carefully 
described  by  Morales,  have  been  ruth- 
lessly swept  away,  aud  now  a paltry 
modern  tablet  records  their  names. 
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The  cloisters  are  small,  but  solid ; 
the  windows  are  in  a good  pointed 
Gothic.  Consult  * Theatro  Ecclesiastico 
de  Oviedo,’  Gil  Gonzalez  Davila,  4to. 
Mad.,  1695. 

The  glory,  however,  of  this  cathe- 
dral, and  this  holy  city,  are  the  objects 
which  were  saved  at  the  Moorish  inva- 
sion by  Pelayus : — 

44  The  relics  and  the  written  works  of  saints, 

Toledo’s  treasure,  prized  beyond  all  wealth, 

Their  living  and  their  dead  remains, 

These  to  the  mountain  fastnesses  he  bore.” 

They  are  deposited  in  the  Camara 
Santa,  or  the  primitive  chapel  (re- 
painted, alas  !)  of  San  Miguel,  which 
is  thought  to  be  the  second  oldest 
Christian  building  after  the  Moorish 
invasion.  It  is  concealed,  for  greater 
security,  between  the  cathedral  and 
its  cloisters,  and  is  elevated  to  preserve 
the  relics  from  damp : 22  steps  ascend 
to  an  ante-room  with  groined  roof.  Ob- 
serve the  arched  way.  with  foliage  and 
quaint  sculpture,  which  leads  to  the 
chapel,  26  ft.  by  16.  At  the  end,  and 
two  steps  lower,  is  the  inner  sanctum 
sanctorum:  12  statues  of  the  apostles, 
coeval  with  the  building,  support  the 
roof,  and  the  mosaic  pavement  resem- 
bles those  of  Italy  of  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, and  especially  the  Norman-By- 
zantine  works  in  Calabria  and  Sicily. 
It  was  once  lighted  up  by  magnificent 
silver  lamps,  which  were  carried  off 
by  the  French.  The  devout  kneel  be- 
fore a railing  while  the  holy  relics  are 
exhibited. 

Printed  papers  in  French,  Latin, 
and  Spanish  are  given  to  pilgrims,  au- 
thenticating and  describing  the  dif- 
ferent items;  while  Pope  Eugenius 
granted  1004  years  and  6 cuarantenas 
(or  40  days)  indulgence  to  all  who  visit 
and  behold  them.  The  prayer  to  be 
recited  on  the  Fiesta  de  las  Reliquiae 
runs  thus  : “ Propitiare  Domine  nobis 
famulis  tuis.  per  horum  sanctorum 
tuorum,  quorum  reliquiae  hie  conti- 
nentur,  merita  gloriosa,  et  eorum  pia 
intercessione  ab  omnibus  semper  mu- 
niamur  adversis”  (Morales,  85). 

Referring  for  details  to  the  official 
statement,  these  relics  were  removed 
from  Jerusalem,  when  it  was  taken 
by  the  Persian  Chosraes,  to  Africa : 


thence  to  Cartagena,  Seville,  Toledo, 
the  Monte  Sacro,  and  Oviedo.  They 
were  first  kept  by  the  Goths  at  Santo 
Toribio,  near  Los  Escobios  de  Morcin, 
until  Alonso  el  Casto  built  the  forta- 
leza  in  875.  They  consist  of  manna 
from  the  desert,  a firkin  of  the  mar- 
riage of  Cana,  the  bones  of  Pautaleon, 
Cucufato,  Bachis,  Pomposa,  and  other 
saints,  whose  very  names  indicate 
their  antiquity. 

The  Area,  or  chest,  in  which  they 
are  kept,  is  made  of  oak,  covered  with 
thin  silver  plating,  with  bassi  rilievi 
of  sacred  subjects,  and  a Latin  inscrip- 
tion round  the  border,  which  refers  to 
the  contents.  Observe  particularly  the 
ivory  crucifix  carved  by  Nicodemus, 
about  a foot  high : the  figure  exactly 
resembles  the  Cristo  de  las  batallas 
•of  the  Cid  at  Salamanca,  which  thus 
fixes  its  age  about  the  11th  century. 
The  feet  are  separate,  and  not  nailed 
one  on  the  other ; and  as  this  crucifix 
was  made  by  Nicodemus  beyond  all' 
question,  it  is  referred  to  by  Spanish 
theologians  as  settling  a position  much 
questioned.  Here  is  the  sandal  of  St. 
Peter,  and  some  of  the  Virgin’s  milk 
in  a metal  box.  In  another  small 
case  is  kept  the  santo  sudario,  or 
shroud  of  our  Saviour,  which  is  exhi- 
bited publicly  three  times  a year,  and 
always  on  Good  Friday,  when  the 
bishop  preaches:  it  is  then  displayed 
from  a balcony  which  has  been  bar- 
barously cut  out  of  the  staircase  of  the 
Camara  Santa  in  1732.  The  pea- 
sants hold  up  loaves,  beads,  and  other 
objects,  which  they  are  taught  and 
believe  do  thus  acquire  a nutritious 
and  medicinal  quality.  To  pry  into 
this  arc  entailed  certain  punishment : 
thus  Garibay  relates  (‘  Esp.  Sag.,’ 
xxxix.  122)  that  in  1550  the  bishop, 
Christobal  de  llojas  Sandoval,  al- 
though he  had  prepared  himself  by 
fasting  and  prayer,  on  attempting  to 
open  it  was  struck  senseless  (compare 
1 Sam.  vi.  19;  1 Chron.  xiii.  9;  Paus. 
i.  18.  2;  vii.  19.  6).  Minute  accounts 
of  the  relics  will  be  found  in  the 
works  of  Morales  and  Florez  (see 
also  Southey,  * Don  Roderick,’  note 
89). 

The  identical  heaven-wrought  Ca- 
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svlla,  which  the  Virgin  placed  herself 
on  the  shoulders  of  San  Ildefonso  at 
Toledo,  it  said  to  be  at  Oviedo,  for 
the  replies  to  Pur  inquiries  were  not 
satisfactory.  Another  remarkable  ob- 
ject is  the  portable  altar  used  by  the 
apostles : it  is  shaped  like  a book, 
is  encased  with  silver,  and  decorated 
inside  with  ivory  carvings,  and  cer- 
tainly is  a work  of  the  tenth  century. 
Next  comes  the  cross  of  Pelayus 
(La  Cruz  de  la  Victoria'),  which  fell 
from  heaven  at  Cangas  before  his  vic- 
tory. It  is  encased  in  a magnificent 
filigree-work  made  at  Gauson,  4 L. 
frOm  Oviedo.  The  coeval  inscription 
records  that  it  was  given  by  king 
Adefonsus  et  Schemeua  (Ximena),  era 
946  a.d.  908.  Older  still  by  a century 
is  that  which  was  made  by  angels, 
although  Morales  (p.  76)  thinks  the 
front  only  to  be  their  work.  This  is 
in  the  shape  of  a Maltese  cross,  en- 
riched with  gilt  filigree-work,  of  a 
Byzantine  or  Moorish  character,  and 
is  set  with  uncut  precious  stones.  The 
four  arms  are  thus  inscribed : “ Sus- 
ceptum  placide  maneat  hoc  in  houore 
Dei  offert  Adefonsus,  humilis  servus 
Christi.  Hoc  signo  tuetur  pius,  hoc 
signo  vincitur  inimicus  ; quisquis 
auferre  presumpserit  mihi  fulmine 
divino  intereat  ipse;  nisi  libens  volun- 
tas dederit  mea.  Hoc  opus  perfectum 
est  in  era  dcccxlvi.  a.d.  808.”  This 
cross,  therefore,  and  that  at  Santiago, 
are  indubitably  more  than  a thousand 
years  old ; but  neither  age  nor  the 
threat  of  lightning  could  save  La 
Cruz  de  la  Victoria  from  being  seized 
from  the  altar  by  a French  soldier, 
who  carried  it  off,  just  as  the  sacri- 
legious Dionysius  stole  the  pagan  Vic- 
toriolas  aureus  (Cic.  ‘ N.  D.’  iii.  34). 
It  was  rescued  by  the  canon  Alfonso 
Sanchez  Ahumada  by  a mere  accident, 
as  he  told  us  himself,  which  hereafter 
will  be  cited  as  a miracle : and  that 
anything  of  silver  escaped  the  Gaul  is 
indeed  little  short  of  being  one. 

The  fine  old  library  of  the  cathedral, 
of  which  many  MSS.  really  came  from 
Toledo,  had  long  been  left  by  the 
chapter  as  food  for  worms,  as  Gil  Bias’ 
good  uncle  was  a worthy  dignitary  of 
these  stalls.  The  register  books  of 


deeds,  &c.,  which  are  kept  in  most 
Spanish  cathedrals  and  convents,  are 
here  called  Tumbos,  but  the  usual  name 
is  Libros  de  Becerro , from  the  calf 
binding.  (Becerro  is  the  diminutive 
of  the  Arabic  Baccara,  an  ox ; unde 
Vaca ; Latine,  Vacca.) 

Oviedo,  as  might  be  expected,  con- 
tains some  of  the  earliest  Christian 
churches  in  the  Peninsula.  They  are 
carefully  described  by  Morales  in  his 
‘ Viage,’  by  Cean  Bermudez  (Arch.  i. 
4),  and  Widdrington  (ii.  102).  Their 
round  headed  pillar  style,  our  early 
Saxon,  is  here  called  obra  de  Gidos, 
work  of  the  Goths,  in  order  to  distin- 
guish it  from  the  pointed  style,  which 
we  most  improperly  call  Gothic,  but 
which  Spaniards  with  more  judgment 
term  Titdesco,  or  Tedesque  ; some  have 
termed  this  ancient  style  el  Stilo  Astu- 
riano. 

These  primeval  churches  are  simple 
and  solid,  and  usually  provided  with  a 
projecting  shed  or  roof  at  the  entrance, 
as  a protection  against  the  rainy  cli- 
mate. The  best  preserved  specimens 
exist  on  the  lofty  hill  of  red  sandstone 
called  La  Cuesla  de  Naranco,  which 
rises  on  the  opposite  side  of  a valley 
to  the  N.  of  Oviedo. 

First  visit  the  Santa  Maria  de  Na- 
ranco, which  is  still  used  as  a parish 
church.  The  curate  lives  in  a portion 
of  the  building,  which  is  contrived  by 
the  irregular  level  of  the  hill  side. 
From  this  point  Oviedo,  backed  by  its 
mountains,  is  seen  to  great  advantage. 
The  entrance  is  by  a portico.  The  in- 
terior is  divided  into  three  parts,  the 
floor  of  the  central  portion  being  the 
lowest.  The  main  body  is  about  40 
feet  long  by  15  wide,  which  is  large, 
as  Morales  says,  for  a hermitage,  but 
small  for  a church,  which  looks,  indeed, 
more  like  a bath  or  vaulted  tomb. 
The  crypt  below,  says  he,  was  also 
used  as  a church,  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  period.  Observe  the 
twisted  cable-like  pillars,  the  circular 
roof,  the  carved  shields,  and  the  three 
low  arches  behind  the  altar.  Some  of 
the  columns  are  said  to  have  been 
brought  from  a Homan  temple  at  Lugo. 
No  doubt  the  early  Christians  used  up 
the  materials  of  pagan  edifices,  just  as 
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the  contemporary  Moors  did  at  Cor-  ; 
dot  a and  elsewhere.  On  the  capital 
of  one  column  is  a rude  sculpture, 
which  is  supposed  by  the  vulgar  to 
refer  to  the  female  tribute  paid  to  the 
Moors  by  Mauregato,  obt.  788.  This 
church,  a gem  of  antiquity,  is  kept  in 
decent  repair  by  the  curate,  and  at  his 
own  expense ; for  the  Oviedo  autho- 
rities care  for  none  of  these  old  stones. 
The  curate,  well-meaning  but  igno- 
rant, has,  however,  turned  out  the 
old  font  for  a spick-and-span  new 
one. 

San  Miguel  de  Lino , which  stands  a 
little  higher  up  the  hill,  is  of  a cruci- 
form shape,  and  must  when  perfect 
have  been  a miniature  church  in  its 
proportions,  and  with  all  the  usual 
accessories.  It  is  fast  going  to  ruin, 
being  shamefully  neglected  and  dese- 
crated. Observe  the  windows  in  the 
Crucero,  the  short  pillars  and  arches. 
The  vulgar  assert  that  the  chaste 
Alonso  and  his  wife  Berta  had  their 
separate  beds  in  two  recesses  in  the 
trihuna  : but  these  spaces  were  destined 
for  objetos  de  culto,  and  the  church, 
according  to  Morales  (Viage,  103),  was 
not  built  until  after  their  death  by 
Ramiro  I.  (circa  850) : the  architect’s 
name  was  Tioda,  or  Fioda.  Mariana 
(vii.  1 3)  states  that  they  were  defrayed 
out  of  the  spoil  taken  at  Clavijo,  wherp 
Santiago  fought  in  person ; this  side  of  - 
the  hill  was  then  covered  with  houses, 
which  disappeared  when  Alonso  el 
Magno  (circa  935)  fortified  Oviedo. 
Morales,  in  1 572,  describes  the  ruined 
traces  of  the  palace  of  Ramiro;  and 
fragments  are  still  encased  in  the  more 
modern  buildings. 

There  are  two  other  churches  of 
this  period,  one  about  a mile  outside 
the  town  on  the  road  to  Gijon,  which 
was  probably  built  by  Tioda  or  Fioda, 
and  is  dedicated  to  San  Julian  (San- 
tullano).  It  has  three  aisles,  and  is  in 
pood  proportion.  The  character  is 
Byzantine,  although  Cean  Bermudez 
says  Tuscan.  Observe  the  short  pil- 
lars on  each  side  of  the  altar,  and 
singular  capitals : examine  the  exterior 
and  the  window  to  the  E.  The  other, 
Nuestra  Seiiora  de  la  Vega,  according 
to  Morales,  was  founded  by  Dona 


Gontrodo  Perez,  obt.  1186,  mother  of 
Queen  Urraca.  She  was  buried  here, 
and  Florez  (‘  Rey.  Cat.,’  i.  300),  has 
preserved  her  curiouS  Latin  epitaph. 
See  also  'Esp.  Sag.’  xxxviii.  151. 

Returning  to  the  town,  near  the 
cathedral  are  the  remains  of  la  Corte, 
or  residence  of  el  Re  Casio.  The 
fortaleza  was  added  by  Alonso  III.  el 
Magno,  to  protect  the  holy  relics  from 
pirates;  meaning,  no  doubt,  the  Nor- 
1 mans,  who  ravaged  the  coast  in  862 
(see  p.  30).  Morales  saw  and  copied 
the  original  inscription.  The  remains 
! of  an  old  tower  have  quite  the  Norman 
I character  of  the  period.  This  fort, 
however,  and  other  ancient  buildings, 
were  pulled  down  to  make  space  for 
the  cathedral  cloister.  Unfortunately, 
many  other  of  the  genuine  inscribed 
stones,  mentioned  by  Sandoval,  Florez 
(‘Esp.  Sag.,’  xxxvii.  140),  and  others, 
and  precious  historical  evidences,  have 
j been  allowed  to  be  lost  The  forta- 
leza was  made  into  a prison,  the  usual 
fate  of  Spanish  alcazares.  The  date 
(era  913)  was  inscribed  over  the  door. 

Adjoining  the  cathedral  is  another 
very  ancient  church  dedicated  to  San 
Tirso ; but  it  has  been  sadly  mo- 
dernised. How  handsome  it  once 
was  considered,  may  be  inferred  from 
the  description  of  the  Bishop  Sebas- 
tiano:  “Cujus  operis  pulchritudinem 
plus  prsesens  potest  mirari  quam  eru- 
ditus  scriba  laudare.”  A double  arch, 
with  columns  in  the  exterior  wall,  is 
all  that  exists.  Of  this  early  period  is 
San  Pago,  close  by  a church  which 
was  originally  founded  by  Alonso  el 
Casto  to  the  honour  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  but  the  dedication  was  changed 
when  the  remains  of  San  Pelayo  were 
placed  here  by  Ferdinand  I.,  in  1023 
or  1053.  This  St.  Pelayus,  who  must 
not  be  confounded  with  the  restorer  of 
the  Gothic  monarchy;  this  Shant  Pelay 
of  the  Moorish  annalists,  was  the 
nephew  of  a Bishty  of  Tuy,  who,  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Moors  at  the  battle  of 
Junquera,  was  left  at  Cordova  as  a 
hostage  for  the  prelate,  where  he  was 
put  to  death  for  resisting  the  kalif  in 
925.  His  body  was  begged  as  a favour 
by  Sancho  el  Gordo,  who  went  to 
Cordova  to  consult  Moorish  physicians, 
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and  it  was  removed  with  great  pomp 
by  his  son,  Ramiro  III. 

The  ecclesiologist  will  look  into  the 
church  of  San  Juan,  and  observe  the 
billet  moulding  round  the  front ; and 
near  it  the  huge  convent  of  San  Vicente, 
founded  in  1281  for  Beuedictioes  by 
the  abbot  F romestano.  1 1 was  a double 
monastery  for  monks  and  nuns.  The 
former  portion  is  now  converted  into 
the  residence  of  the  gefe  politico,  and 
for  public  qficinas,  such  as  the  printing, 
tobacco,  and  other  governmental  de- 
partments. The  cell  of  Padre  Feijoo, 
one  of  the  brotherhood,  is  shown.  It 
was  he  whose  critical  essays,  about  a 
century  ago,  dispelled  some  of  the 
crassest  popular  errors  of  Spain.  The 
Spanish  Benedictines  fell  oil  sadly 
after  the  death  of  this  Helluo  libro- 
rura,  and  they  never  stndicd  much 
afterwards,  because,  as  their  Feijoo  had 
read  and  written  enough  for  the  whole 
world  and  to  the  end  of  the  world, 
they  had  a fair  claim  to  the  benefit  of 
his  good  works  of  supererogation.  His 
‘Teatro  Critico  Universal,'  his  ‘ Carlas 
Eruditas  y Curiosas,’  with  replies,  re- 
joinders, &c.,  “ more  Hispano,"  fill  19 
vols.  4 to.,  and  have  gone  through 
many  editions : ours,  the  fifth,  was 
published  at  Madrid  by  the  heirs  of 
Francisco  de  Hierro,  1748.  Peace  to 
his  ashes ! 

On  the  wall  outside  is  encased  a 
monument  to  Jovellanos,  who  in  our 
times  followed  the  example  of  Feijoo: 
it  is  placed  with  much  propriety  op- 
posite the  road  to  Gijon,  the  native 
town  of  that  enlightened  patriot. 

The  convent  of  San  Francisco, 
founded  it  is  said  by  St.  Francis  him- 
self is  now  converted  into  a hospital. 
The  walk  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
of  Oviedo.  The  view  from  the  stone 
where  criminals  are  shot  is  charming, 
looking  over  the  aqueduct  and  San 
Miguel  de  Lillo.  This  Faseo  is  on 
holidays  frequented  by  the  lower 
classes,  who  sing  and  dance  their 
peculiar  circular  evolutions : the  words 
of  their  songs,  viva  Pravia  viva  Pilona, 
still  refer  to  Pelayus  and  his  victories 
over  the  Moor.  Sunday  is  a grand 
day  for  the  peasants’  dressing  and 
dancing.  They  assemble  on  the  plaza 


after  mass,  where  the  local  costume 
may  be  studied.  Observe  the  fair, 
fresh  complexions  of  these  brown- 
haired  daughters  of  the  Goths,  whose 
long  locks  are  plaited  in  trenzas.  They 
carry  their  water-vessels  and  baskets 
with  the  upright  gait  of  a Hebe.  The 
men  wear  a peculiar  skyblue  cap  or 
montera,  and  are  fond  of  an  ugly  yel- 
low cloth.  The  convent  of  San  Agus- 
tin,  nearly  opposite  San  Francisco,  is 
now  a casa  de  Espositos.  Walk  also 
out  on  the  Santander  road,  and  look 
back  on  the  imposing  jumble  which  is 
formed  of  San  Vicente,  San  Pelayo, 
the  old  tower,  and  cathedral.  The 
Sauto  Domingo,  on  the  Leon  road, 
with  its  groves,  has  become  a hospital. 
The  Asturian  mountains,  as  seen  from 
the  Campo  Santo,  are  very  grand. 

The  domestic  architecture  of  Oviedo, 
with  projecting  roof,  is  suited  to  the 
damp  climate.  Among  the  deserted 
mansions  of  the  nobility  may  be  cited 
the  house  of  the  Duque  del  Parque,  now 
a Jabrica  de  armas  ; that  of  the  Mar- 
ques of  Campo  Sagrado,  a fine  square 
building,  in  which  Gen.  Bonnet  lived, 
whose  atrocious  misdeeds  are  recorded 
by  Toreno  (xi.).  Omit  not  to  visit  the 
Casa  Solar  of  this  historian,  whose 
family  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  of  the 
Asturias.  The  Calle  de  la  Plateria 
has  some  Prout-like  bits.  The  Audien- 
cia  has  a jurisdiction  over  434,600 
souls ; the  number  of  persons  tried  in 
1844  was  484,  giving  one  in  every 
865  ; in  Madrid  the  proportion  is  one 
in  every  192  : so  much  for  the  relative 
morality  between  this  simple  highland 
city  and  the  corrupt  capital.  Walk 
out  also  one  afternoon  to  Las  Caldas, 
Calidas,  the  warm  baths,  1 L.,  which 
are  charmingly  situated  en  laribera  de 
abujo.  The  buildings  were  erected  in 
1731-80,  by  Manuel  Requero  Gonzalez. 
The  season  is  from  June  1 to  Sept.  30, 
when  they  are  well  attended. 

Oviedo,  like  Lugo,  is  the  centre  of 
many  communications.  A superb  road 
leads  to  Leon  (R.  98).  The  lateral 
routes  are  almost  bridle  tracks,  but 
extremely  picturesque,  whether  run- 
ning along  the  coasts  or  inland.  Those 
which  lead  to  Lugo  and  Mondonedo 
have  been  described  (R.92  and  93).  To 
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Santander  there  are  two  lines,  one  by 
the  sea-shore,  the  other  by  the  interior. 


ROUTE  96. OVIEDO  TO  SANTANDER. 


Vent  a de  Puga 

. 2 

Gijon  . 

. 2 . 

4 

Villa  Viciosa  . 

. 4 . 

8 

Last  res  . 

. 3 . 

11 

Hiha  dp  Sella  . 

. 4 . 

15 

Llanos  . , , 

. 5 . 

20 

Columbres . 

. 3 . 

23 

San  Vicente  . 

. 2 . 

25 

Cumillas  . 

. H . 

26* 

Santillana  • 

. 3 . 

29* 

Puerto  del  Arce 

. 3 . 

324 

Santander  . . 

. 3 . 

334 

There  is  a daily  coach  from  Oviedo 
to  Gijon. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Oviedo  are 
the  richest  and  most  extensive  coal- 
fields of  the  Peninsula;  the  mineralo- 
gist will  therefore  avoid  the  high  road, 
and  make  a detour  into  the  Consejos  of 
Siero  and  Langreo,  ascend  the  beautiful 
Nalon  to  Sama,  3$  L.,  and  hence  to 
Siero.'-  The  Nalon  flows  through  vast 
deposits  of  coal,  which,  like  many 
other  buried  treasures  in  Spain,  have 
long  been  neglected.  The  peasants 
used  to  scrape  out  a little  here  and 
there,  digging  holes  after  their  own 
rude  caprice;  a cart  load  of  the  finest 
coal,  and  weighing  12  cwt.,  being 
worth  only  3 reals,  or  about  Sd.  at  the 
pit.  It  used  to  be  'carried  to  Gijon  on 
mulebaek,  where  it  was  worth  about 
2s.,  and  this  in  a country  where  the 
raw  materials,  stone  for  roads  and 
iron  for  railroads,  iron  in  juxtaposition 
with  coal,  are  abundant.  Recently, 
however,  a rail  has  been  laid  down 
from  Sama  to  Gijon,  and  a carriage- 
road  called  el  Carbonero.  Most  im- 
provements in  these  parts  are  owing  to 
Aguado,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  hard- 
ships of  a journey  here  over  the  Pa- 
jares  in  T842. 

This  capitalist  rose  from  the  dregs 
of  society,  and  became  an  Afrancesudo 
in  1808.  When  the  French  were 
driven  out  of  Spain  by  the  Duke,  he 
fled  with  them,  and  set  up  a tienda  de 
Montanos,  or  a wine  and  chocolate 
shop,  in  Paris.  He  managed  the  1823 
loan  for  Ferdinand  VII.,  became  a 
millionnaire,*  and  was  created  Marques 

m De  mvchas  tnlegas , * raan  of  many  purses. 
The  tnlega  contains  1000  dollars,  and  is  the 
Arab  talega. 


de  las  Marismas  (Swamps) : for, 
among  other  irons  in  the  fire,  he  was 
mixed  up  in  the  Guadalquivir  Com- 
pany. As  he  was  a shrewd  raiser  of 
the  wind  as  well  as  water,  his  death 
has  been  a serious  blow  to  this  district. 
He  established  at  Nalon  the  chief  of 
the  many  native  and  foreign  companies 
which  are  at  work  here.  Among  the 
best  conducted  companies  is  the  Minera 
Cantabia  and  the  Ferro  Carril  Minera 
de  Langreo  ; the  former  raises  coal  at 
the  rate  of  14  cuartos  the  quintal , and 
sells  that  quantity  at  Gijon,  26  miles 
off,  for  4 reals.  A rail  is  being  laid 
down  to  Villa  Viciosa  ; the  company 
also  has  lead  and  copper  mines  in  the 
district  Cabrales,  and  a sort  of  ore 
called  cobregris,  which  contains  silver. 
Many  Newcastle  and  Cornish  miners 
are  here  employed.  Lower  down  on 
the  Nalon  is  the  district  of  the  English 
company.  The  beds  in  some  places' 
run  13  feet  thick,  but  the  average  is 
between  3 and  4 ; but  even  now  want 
of  roads  and  means  of  transport  neu- 
tralises the  abundance  of  mineral, 
which  is  good  and  of  a better  quality 
than  most  of  the  French  and  foreign 
sulphureous  coal,  although  it  cannot, 
however,  compete  with  the  English. 

Since  Aguado’s  death,  many  Asturian 
mining  companies  have  been  set  on  foot 
for  working  these  coal  and  iron  ores, 
and  the  district  has  been  thoroughly 
surveyed  by  practical  engineers  and 
geologists.  The  mines  may  be  safely 
worked,  for  this  principality,  from  its 
geographical  position,  physical  con- 
formation, and  the  moral  character  of 
its  inhabitants,  has  always  enjoyed  a 
comparative  immunity  from  the  poli- 
tical agitations  which  have  disturbed 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  ports 
of  shipment  selected  by  one  company 
are  those  of  Aviles  and  Biva  de  Sella. 
The  former  port  is  capable  of  admit- 
ting vessels  of  3C0  tons  burden,  whilst 
the  latter  boasts  of  one  of  the  safest 
and  mo6t  commodious  harbours  in  the 
north  of  Spain.  The  river  Sella,  whose 
embouchure  forms  the  port,  can  be 
made  navigable,  at  a comparatively 
limited  cost,  for  several  miles  into  the 
interior,  and  within  a short  distance  of 
some  of  the  company’s  most  valuable 
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mineral  concessions.  Those  who  wish 
to  become  shareholders,  will  obtain  all  j 
particulars  at  Oviedo,  of  Baron  Murat, 
or  the  bankers  Rousseaux.  The  Lou- 
don agents  are  Messrs.  Amory  and  Co., 
Throgmorton  Street. 

On  quitting  Siero  we  reach  La  Pola, 
with  a fine  but  unfinished  cinque-cento 
palace.  Hence  to  Gijon,  Gigia:  the 
posada  is  decent.  This  seaport  is  built 
on  a projecting  low  headland,  under 
the  hill  Catalina,  and  although  the  en- 
trance is  bad,  yet  the  anchorage  inside 
is  good.  The  site  of  Aras  Sestianas 
(Pomp.  Mela,  iii.  1)  has  been  traced  at 
Cabo  de  Torres.  The  Moors  destroyed 
the  Roman  town,  and  used  it  as  a 
quarry  to  construct  Gijon,  their  fron- 
tier defence.  The  name  Gyhon,  “ val- 
ley of  grace,”  is  Syrian,  and  was  the 
place  where  Solomon  was  anointed 
(1  Kings  i.  33).  Munusa,  the  Moorish 
governor,  evacuated  it  in  718,  after 
the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Canicas ; and 
the  conqueror,  Pelayus,  settled  in  his 
place,  calling  himself  Coude  de  Gijon, 
which  he  soon  made  so  6trong,  that  it 
beat  back  the  Norman  invaders  in  844. 
Henrique  II.  gave  it  to  his  natural  son, 
who  in  it  defied  Henrique  III.,  by 
whom  it  was  almost  destroyed : it  was 
rebuilt  in  1410  by  Lucas  Bernaldo  de 
Quintana.  The  bay  is  pleasant,  and 
the  port  good  for  small  ships:  here 
the  local  steamers  touch  going  up  and 
down,  and  thus  those  who  wish  to 
avoid  the  rough  rides  to  La  Coruna  or 
Santander,  can  be  rapidly  conveyed. 

Entering  at  the  gate  of  the  Infante 
Pelayo,  the  handsome  Calle  de  la 
Cruz  leads  down  to  the  Mole  and  port. 
The  town  is  cheap,  clean,  and  well 
supplied : the  fish  excellent.  Popula-  j 
tion  under  6000.  There  is  not  much 
to  be  seen.  The  Parroquia  de  San  j 
Pedro  is  small ; the  statues  of  the  tute- 
lar and  of  our  Saviour  are  by  Antonio 
Borja.  A more  suitable  church  for 
the  growing  town  was  planned  by 
Gaspar  Melchior  de  Jovellanos,  who 
was  bora  here  Jan.  5,  1744.  He  was 
the  benefactor  of  the  town,  which  he 
improved  morally  by  his  Institute  A.v- 
turiano,  or  school  of  a high  order,  with 
a fairish  library  : the  building  is  un- 
finished, for  Jovellanos  died  a miser- 


able persecuted  man  at  Vega,  Nov.  27, 
1811.  At  Gijon,  also,  was  born  Cean 
Bermudez,  the  excellent  author  on 
Spanish  art.  Gijon  traffics  with  Eng- 
land in  nuts,  which  come  from  Villa 
Vieiosa,  la  capital  de  las  Avellanas, 
and  with  chesnuts  from  Colunga.  It 
was  from  Gijon  that  Toreuo  and  the 
Asturian  deputies  sailed,  May  30, 1808, 
to  implore  the  aid  of  England  to  save 
them  from  France,  which,  when  ac- 
complished, he  tried  to  write  down. 

Gijon,  like  Oviedo,  was  sacked,  its 
warehouses  plundered,  and  its  shipping 
destroyed  by  the  French  under  Bonnet. 
The  ecclesiologist  may  visit  Leva,  1 L. 
from  Gijon,  where  there  is  a church 
built  in  1006.  The  Cistertian  convent 
of  Santa  Maria  de  Valdedios,  near 
Gijon,  was  founded  892  by  Alonso  el 
Magno:  the  newer  church  was  built  by 
Alonso  IX.,  see  the  inscription  over 
the  door  of  the  older  one. 

The  coast  road  resembles  that  to  Ri- 
vadeo,  and  is  intersected  with  rias, 
tinas  or  estuaries,  cauldrons,  and  bays. 
The  ascents  and  descents,  the  crossing 
and  fording  trout  streams,  are  weari- 
some but  picturesque.  The  coast  is 
infested  with  contrabandist  as  and  guar- 
das  de  costa,  or  preventive-service  men  ; 
these  firm  allies  and  partners  of  the 
smuggler  worry  the  honest  traveller 
who  omits  to  bribe  them.  Villa  Vi- 
eiosa, with  its  ancient  Parroquia  Santa 
Maria  and  nuts,  may  be  left  to  the  r. 
— N.B.  Eat  chesnuts  at  Colunga.  Riba 
de  Sella  is  built  on  the  opposite  side  of 
a ria,  hemmed  in  by  mountains.  The 
Sella  comes  down  from  Injiesto  and 
Cangas  de  Onis:  the  fishing  higher 
up,  above  the  junction  of  the  Dobra, 
near  Arriondo,  is  good.  The  ride  to 
San  Vicente  is  intersected  by  a number 
of  trout  streams,  which  must  be  passed. 
First  occurs  the  Agua  Mia,  near  Pria  ; 
then  the  Rio  Caliente,  near  Rules ; 
then  the  Niembro  or  Calahres;  then 
the  Poa  and  the  Rio  de  Llanes.  Llanes 
is  the  last  town  in  the  Asturias : there 
are  two  ancient  monasteries,  each  about 
three  miles  distant  from  Llanes,  and 
about  two  miles  from  each  other ; one 
is  called  San  Antc.lin,  and  the  other 
Celorio,  which  is  charmingly  situated, 
and  has  a fine  Gothic  chapel.  Colum. 
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bres  is  the  first  town  in  the  Montanas 
de  Santander,  which  are  so  called  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  mountains 
of  Burgos  and  Reinosa.  From  these 
Montanas  descend  the  Montaneses,  or 
chandlers.  The  vast  forest  of  Liebana, 
between  the  Penas  de  Europa  and 
Reinosa,  contains  some  of  the  finest 
timber  in  the  world  (see  Route  117, 
and  the  ‘ Historia  ’ of  these  districts  by 
Cossio,  4to.,  Madrid,  1688).  The  Deva 
is  a noble  salmon  and  trout  stream. 
The  angler  should  ascend  into  the  Con- 
seco de  Cabrales,  and  make  either  Car- 
rena  or  Arrenas  his  head-quarters, 
where  the  Cases,  coming  down  from 
Carmanena  and  the  Casano,  unite  and 
swell  the  Deva.  The  next  stream  is 
the  glorious  Nansa,  which,  to  the 
Asturian  angler,  is  as  the  Namsen  in 
Norway. 

San  Vicente  is  a miserable  place. 
Here  General  Sarrut,  with  900  French- 
men. utterly  routed  6000  Gallicians, 
on  Nov.  20,  1808.  One  charge  of 
cavalry  was  enough  to  scare  the  com- 
mander-in-chief,  who  turned,  and  the 
troops  followed  their  leader,  abandon- 
ing all  Romana's  artillery,  and  leaving 
Oviedo  open  to  the  spoiler.  The  Spa- 
nish general,  Llano  Pontd,  did  not  even 
pause  to  destroy  the  boats ; worthy  of 
his  name,  he  gave  a broad  bridge,  a 
pout  d’or,  not  to  a retreating  but  to  au 
advancing  foe.  (See  Schep.  ii.  115, 
and  Toreno  xi.) 

The  fine  bridge,  with  thirty-two 
arches,  was  built  in  1433  ; the  smaller, 
with  eight,  in  1779.  A well-girt  tra- 
veller may  reach  Santander  the  next 
day,  unless  his  love  for  Gil  Bias  detain 
him  in  Sanlillana.  This  pretty  town, 
the  ancient  Concana,  is  placed  on  the 
river  Besaga,  which  has  good  fishing 
all  the  way  up  to  Corales.  Santillana 
is  distant  about  1 L.  from  the  seaport 
Suances,  Portus  Vere-asueca.  The 
besugos,  a sort  of  bream,  are  excellent 
eating.  The  Santillans  have  ceased  to 
quaff  the  Tartar  drink  of  horses’  blood, 
the  luxury  of  their  ancestors  (Sil.  Ital. 
iii.  361  ; Hor.  Od.  iii.  4,  34). 

The  name  Santillana  is  the  corrup- 
tion of  Santa  Juliana,  as  Ilian  is  of  St. 
Julian,  the  patron  of  pilgrims.  She  is 
the  patroness  of  the  town,  to  which  her 


body  was  brought  in  1307.  Inigo 
Lopez  de  Mendoza,  the  friend  of  Juan 
II.  and  the  Maecenas  of  Spain,  took  her 
name  for  his  title,  and  gave  it  to  this 
his  city.  The  arms  are  Santa  Juliana 
holding  the  devil,  or  Asmodeus,  in 
chains.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that 
Le  Sage*  had  a partiality  to  this  native 
imp,  an  “ hijo  ” del  pueblo.  The 
Casa  Consistorial,  in  the  Plaza,  is  a 
fine  building,  and  worthy  of  a town 
which  really  did  give  birth  to  the 
Inigo  Jones  of  Spain,  Juan  de  Herrera. 
At  the  Puente  de  Arce,  the  Pas  is  passed, 
which  flows  down  from  those  healthy 
mountain  districts,  where  stout  single- 
stick-playing peasants  beget  those  juicy 
wet-nurses,  Las  Pasiegas,  who  suckle 
the  sickly  children  of  unhealthy  Ma- 
drid, and  whose  rich  costume  forms  a 
gay  feature  on  the  Prado.  Thence  to 
thriving  Santander. 
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Siero 3 

Intieeto 4 . . 7 

Can  gas  de  Onia 4 . . U 

Covadonga.  ......  H .. 

Pefinmelera 4 . . l(>i 

Aban  danes 2}  ..  19 

San  Vicente 4 ..23 

Santander 9$  ..  32  ^ 

The  inland  road  is  somewhat  less 
fatiguing,  because  not  so  much  cut  up 
by  estuaries  as  the  one  by  the  sea- 
coast.  It  threads  those  mountains 
which  Pelayus  defended,  and  contains 
the  sites  of  early  churches  and  battles ; 
it  is  highly  picturesque  and  Swiss-like, 
but  none  should  venture  this  way  ex- 
cept in  fine  summer  weather,  taking 
also  a guide,  and  minding  the  provend. 
Leaving  Siero  and  its  coal  beds,  and 
descending  to  Injiesto,  the  road  winds 

* As  every  judicious  rambler  in  Spain  will 
carry  Gil  Bias  with  Don  Quixote  in  his  al- 
for jVw,  he  will  find  the  Spanish  edition  of 
Evaristo  Pefia  y Marin,  Mad.  1828,  of  a conve- 
nient duo.  form.  It  was  translated  from  the 
French  by  the  famous  Padre  Isla,  or  rather,  as 
he  said,  “ restored  to  its  native  tongue  from 
French  roblrerv.”  Le  Sage,  beyond  a shadow 
of  doubt,  stole  his  best  incidents  from  Spanish 
authors,  particularly  from  Qnevedo,  Vicente 
de  Espinel,  and  Quevara ; but  he  put  together 
his  pickings  with  such  inimitable  tact,  humour, 
and  cleverness,  as  to  render  his  plagiarisms 
superior  to  the  originals,  and  he  will  live  im- 
mortal as  Cervantes. 
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up  the  pleasant  valley  of  the  Sella  to 
(Jang as  de  Onis,  Canicas  (conchas,  the 
6hell-like  valley),  with  a good  bridge 
over  the  confluent  Sella  and  Guena. 
The  vicinity  abounds  in  game  and  fish : 
half  a league  off  is  the  ancient  monas- 
tery, San  Pedro  de  Villanosa,  built 
about  760  by  Alonso  I.,  who  com- 
memorated on  an  arch  the  tragical 
death  of  his  father.  Now  we  enter  the 
glens  into  which  the  remnant  of  the 
Goth  fled  after  the  fatal  battle  on  the 
Guadalete,  in  711.  Here  Pelayus, 
Pelayo,  whose  father  Favila — the  Fa- 
fila  of  Arab  historians — son  of  king 
Chindasvinto,  had  been  murdered  by 
the  usurper  Witiza,  rallied  a few  brave 
men,  and  7 years  afterwards,  in  718, 

fained  a victory  over  the  Moors,  which 
elivered  Gijon  and  this  uook  of  Spain 
from  the  invader. 

The  traveller  will  do  well  to  call  on 
the  Cura  or  Alcalde,  to  get  a guide  to 
Covadonga,  La  Cueva  de  Auseva,  the 
cave  to  which  Pelayus  fled,  like  David 
to  that  of  Adullam,  which  is  distant 
about  5 miles.  This  den,  from  whence 
the  Gothic  Lion  emerged,  lies  up  the 
Bio  Bueno , near  the  village  Soto.  After 
ascending  the  narrow  rocky  defile  of 
the  Deva,  now  called  Rinazo,  we  reach 

“ Covadunga  el  sitio  triumfante , 

* Cuna  fue  en  que  naciu , la  insigne  Espafia.*' 

This  rocky  cradle,  which  might  hold 
some  300  men,  was  the  Marathon  of 
Spain,  where  300,000  Moors  are  said 
to  have  been  vanquished,  but  it  is 
easier  to  guess  an  adversary’s  numbers 
than  to  count  them.  The  peasants 
point  out  the  rivulet  which  ran  red 
and  swelled  with  the  blood  of  the 
infidel.  The  curious  old  chapel  de- 
scribed by  Morales  (‘  Viage,’  63)  was 
burnt  in  1775,  when  Charles  III.  em- 
ployed the  common-place  academical 
Ventura  Rodriguez  to  erect  the  present 
building,  which  has  little  in  common 
with  Pelayus  or  the  Bishop  Oppas. 
Pelayus  became  the  Dux  or  Duke  of 
the  Goths;  he  died  in  737,  having 
reigned  18  years.  He  was  buried  in 
the  small  church  of  Santa  Eulalia, 
which  he  built  half  way  up  a hill, 
which  overlooks  the  valley  and  Bueno  : 
this  simple  chapel  was  afterwards 


enclosed  in  a larger  pile.  The  chapel 
of  Santa  Cruz,  so  called  from  the  cross 
of  Victory  (see  p.  389),  was  built  in 
735  by  Favila  in  the  plain  near  Mer- 
cado de  Cangas,  and  Morales  has  pre- 
served the  original  inscription.  Here 
it  was  that  Favila  killed  a bear  with 
his  spear,  and  the  lancia,  a true  Iberian 
weapon  and  name,  still  survives  in  the 
poles  of  these  mountaineers,  who  in 
these  localities  are  great  single-stick 
players.  On  Sundays  piles  of  poles 
may  be  seen  outside  the  churches  to 
prevent  breaches  of  the  peace  before 
the  very  altar.  They  handle  their 
shillelahs  with  Irish  good-will  and 
dexterity,  aud  frequently  beat  away 
the  bayonets  of  the  troops  sent  out  to 
put  down  smuggling. 

This  victory  of  Pelayus  at  Cangas 
was  the  first  serious  blow  dealt  to  the 
Saracenic  invaders,  and,  iu  fact,  it 
saved  France  and  Europe  from  the 
crescent,  as  it  proved  a diversion,  and 
raised  up  a new  enemy  in  the  flank  of 
the  advancing  Moor,  who,  now  occu- 
pied with  a resistance  at  home,  could 
ill  spare  troops  for  distant  conquests 
beyond  the  Pyrenees;  thus  the  war- 
like French  gained  breathing-time  and 
organised  resistance,  until  Charle- 
magne rolled  back  the  torrent,  and 
planted  the  cross  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ebro  itself.  Like  Bailen  in  our  times, 
this  victory  destroyed  the  supposed 
invincibility  of  the  infidel  invader ; 
and  while  it  encouraged  the  victors  to 
persevere  on  to  new  resistance,  it  ren- 
dered success  easier  by  disheartening 
the  vanquished.  Accordingly,  ever 
after  this  repulse  in  the  Asturias,  the 
Moor  began  to  be  chary  of  approaching 
the  mountains ; his  settlements  were 
formed  in  the  plains,  and  in  the  warmer 
south  and  eastern  coasts ; and  when  the 
first  violence  of  the  invasion  became 
spent,  the  located  strangers  grew  at- 
tached to  their  rich  properties,  and 
became  still  more  unwilling  to  under- 
take distant  and  dangerous  conquests, 
which,  when  only  poor  adventurers, 
they  eagerly  followed  out 

This  signal  victory  was  second  in 
none  of  its  results  or  prodigies  to  those 
crowning  mercies  of  Navas  de  Tolosa 
and  Salado.  According  to  the  Bishop 
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Sebastian  (‘Esp.  Sag.,*  xxxvii.  79), 

124.000  Moors  were  killed  in  the  val- 
ley of  Covadunga,  and  63,000  more 
drowned  under  Monte  Amosa.  Ac- 
cording to  Paulus  Diaconus,  “ the  rest 
they  ran  away,”  into  France,  where 
375*000  were  killed;  these  are  things 
of  romance : thus,  according  to  Don 
Quixote  (ii.  1),  Orlando  himself  killed 

2.200.000  of  king  Agrican's  army. 
This  Oriental  arithmetic  formed  a 
model  to  Buonaparte’s  facts,  figures, 
and  bulletins  during  Moore’s  campaign. 
Those  who  now  tread  these  narrow 
defiles  of  Covadunga,  will,  as  at  Navas 
de  Tolosa  and  Salado,  see  the  impossi- 
bility of  moving,  to  say  nothing  of 
feeding,  not  500,000  but  20,000  men ; 
but  the  true  solution  of  all  these  cuentas 
will  be  to  read  hundreds  iustead  of 
thousands.  No  doubt  in  these  broken 
localities,  as  at  Bailen,  where  ma- 
noeuvring is  impracticable,  the  Spa- 
niards gained  the  day ; and  well  would 
it  have  been  for  them  if  they  had 
always  acted  on  the  example  of  history 
and  the  Duke’s  advice,  and  kept  to 
their  hills,  instead  of  rushing  to  certain 
defeat  in  campal  battles.  The  Moor- 
ish annalists  treated  their  conqueror 
Pelayus  with  Chinese  politeness,  call- 
ing him  a “ contemptible  barbarian” — 
“ One  Belay,”  who  roused  the  people 
of  Asturish.  He  was  “ despised”  by 
the  Viceroy,  Al-horr,  as  only  com- 
manding 30  men(‘  Moh.  D.’  ii.34,260). 
Pelayus  in  reality  was  a true  warrior 
of  Spain,  i.  e.  a Guerrillero,  a Serto- 
rius,  Cid,  Mina,  Zumalacarregui,  in 
short  an  Abd-el-Kader  Cristiano. 

It  was  on  these  sites  of  ancient  glory 
that  the  notorious  Ballesteros  first 
emerged  into  notice,  whose  subsequent 
refusal  to  obey  the  Duke  led  to  the 
loss  of  Madrid,  the  raising  the  siege  of 
Burgos,  and  neutralized  the  victory  of 
Salamanca.  For  this  disobedience  he 
was  only  banished  to  Ceuta,  being  soon 
jobbed  out  again  by  the  anti-English 
party,  of  which  he  was  the  leader ; 
and  now  he  is  the  beau  ideal  of  a true 
Spauiard  with  the  Torenos  (viii.),  Ar- 
guelleses  (i.  99,  327),  and  Co.,  who 
behold  in  him  the  representative  of  el 
orgullo  Espatsol,  which  will  not  submit 
to  be  saved  by  English  dictation. 


Ballesteros,  by  birth  an  Arragonese,  - 
had  all  the  obstinacy  and  insubordi- 
nation of  his  stiff-necked  countrymen. 
He  began  life  as  a common  soldier  in 
3804,  and  was  turned  out  of  the  ranks 
for  theft.  He  afterwards  was  appointed 
a tobacco  registrar  in  the  Asturias,  and 
was  busied  with  his  cigars  near  Cova- 
dunga, at  the  time  of  the  national 
rising  after  the  butcheries  of  Murat ; 
then  he  became,  says  Toreno,  “ entu- 
siasmado  ” with  the  glorious  recollec- 
tions of  his  “district,”  and  thought 
himself  a second  Pelayus ; but  on 
May  24,  1810,  when  the  first  French 
detachment  came  in  sight,  his  tobac- 
cose  valour  ended  in  smoke,  and  he 
ran  at  once,  never  stopping  until  he 
reached  Poles ; and  when  the  French 
reappeared,  started  off  again  to  San- 
tander, and  leaving  his  troops  in  the 
lurch,  rushed  with  Jose  O’Donnell 
into  an  open  boat,  and  such  was  the 
hurry  of  the  panic  of  these  future 
heroes,  that  they  forgot  even  the  oars, 
and  rowed  away  with  the  butts  of 
muskets.  Ballesteros  being  a lecha- 
culo  or  toady  of  the  Marques  of  Ro- 
mana,  the  commander  in  these  dis- 
tricts, manoeuvred  into  place,  and  then 
passed  from  being  the  slave  to  the 
tyrant.  He  was  by  nature  impatient 
of  any  superior  or  control ; self,  indeed, 
was  his  only  centre,  and  he  fired  like 
a lucifer  match  at  the  least  opposition. 
He  would  not  have  obeyed  Santiago 
himself,  much  less  a foreigner. 

The  Duke  soon  fathomed  this  man 
(see  Disp.  Feb.  1C,  Apr.  11,  Nov.  15, 
1811,  and  Dec.  18,  1813),  and  wrote, 

“ He  is  a mere  freebooter,  a chief  of  a 
disorderly  rabble;”  “a  curse  instead 
of  a benefit  to  the  nation  which  they 
are  employed  to  defend.”  “ He  is  not 
to  be  depended  upon  for  one  moment. 
Depend  upon  it  he  will  not  co-operate 
in  conjunction  with  you.”  Alcaraz 
and  the  consequent  failure  at  Burgos 
proved  his  truly  prophetic  intuition  of 
Ballesteros.  This  marplot  was  chosen 
by  Ferdinand  VII.  to  be  his  Minister 
of  War,  an  art  of  which,  except  as  a 
Guerrillero,  he  was  ignorant  as  a child. 
He  poisoned  the  royal  ear  with  anti- 
English  prejudices,  and  next,  in  1820, 
betrayed  his  king,  becoming  in  1823 
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his  worst  persecutor;  but  no  sooner 
did  the  French  troops  appear  than,  as 
usual,  he  was  the  first  to  run  away. 
Thus  the  end  of  his  career  was  just 
the  same  as  the  beginning.  Being 
caught  near  Granada  by  Gen.  Molitor 
in  1823,  he  saved  himself  by  a das- 
tardly treaty,  and  died  an  exile  and  in 
disgrace  at  Paris  in  1832. 

Covadunga,  independently  of  the  re- 
ligio  loci,  abounds  in  interest  to  the 
artist,  angler,  and  lover  of  natural  his- 
tory. Here  the  traveller  may  read 
Southey’s  Don  Roderick,  and  cull 
simples  with  more  propriety  than  the 
laureate’s  Pelayus.  “ Such  a bucolic 
contemplation  of  nature  is  very  well 
for  a goatherd  (says  his  friend  Wm. 
Taylor),  but  where  the  fate  of  empires 
is  at  stake,  the  engineer  who  is  sent  to 
reconnoitre  is  not  to  lose  his  time  in 
zoologizing,  entomologizing,  and  bo- 
tanizing.” On  quitting  this  valley, 
the  Cordales,  or  range  of  hills  is  as- 
cended, which  overlooks  the  basin  of 
the  Deva,  and  the  opposed  Penas  de 
Europa.  Arenas  is  a good  fishing 
quarter.  The  crystal  Cares  and  Deva 
unite  in  the  meadow  of  Alles.  Con- 
tinuing the  stream  to  Mier,  in  its  fun- 
nel of  hills,  cross  the  trout  stream 
Cares,  and  go  up  the  charming  valley 
of  Penamellera.  At  Cavanzon  we  fall 
in  with  the  Natnsa.  Luey  is  a good 
fishing  quarter,  the  weir  of  Muiiorro- 
dero  preventing  the  salmon  getting 
higher  up  the  stream:  thence  to  San 
Vicente  ae  la  Barquera,  and  to  Santil- 
lana  and  Santander. 
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This  is  a magnificent  carriage  and 
diligence  road  ; no  wonder  Charles  IV., 
when  the  enormous  cost  was  reported, 
asked  if  it  were  paved  with  silver.  It 
is  carried  up  and  down  descents,  is 
w ell  provided  with  bridges  and  para- 


pets, and  has  been  conceived  on  a 
needless  scale  of  width  and  grandeur ; 
it  is  indeed  both  a via  lata  and  a camino 
de  plata.  The  first  day’s  ride  will  be 
to  the  Puerto  de  Pajares,  the  portal  of 
the  tremendous  mountain  wall  which 
divides  the  Asturias  from  Leon.  As- 
cending from  Oviedo,  the  look  back 
on  this  mountain  capital  is  very  fine  : 
below  in  its  valleys  winds  away  the 
charming  Nalon,  on  the  banks  of 
which  the  departing  angler  has  left  his 
heart ; here  he  bids  the  sweet  streams 
a last  farewell,  as  they  “ stray  by 
many  a winding  nook,  with  willing 
sport,  to  the  wild  ocean.”  A stone  seat 
near  a fountain  which  gushes  from  the 
rock,  invites  the  traveller  to  repose,  and 
enjoy  the  panorama.  Now  we  descend 
to  Olloniego,  with  its  fine  bridge  built 
by  Manuel  Requera  Gonzalez.  The 
older  ivy-clad  bridge  stands  high  and 
dry  in  the  meadow,  the  stream  having 
been  untrue  to  its  bed,  as  at  Coria ; 
but  Spanish  rivers  are  as  classically 
fickle  as  the  Homeric  Scamander  and 
Simois.  The  artist  and  angler  can 
desire  nothing  more  than  these  sites. 
Now  we  ascend  a limestone  ridge  by 
a zigzag  course  over  the  Puerto  de 
Pa  dron,  and  next  to  the  charming  vil- 
lage Mieres,  with  its  bridge,  and  a de- 
cent posada  near  the  Palacio  Campo- 
sagrado.  Half  a league  from  Pola  de 
Lena  is  the  hermitage  De  Santa  Cris- 
tina of  the  ninth  century.  Santullano 
over  the  Lena,  and  the  whole  route, 
recalls  Devonshire.  To  the  r.  is  the 
Monte  Sacro  with  its  hermitage,  where 
the  ark  of  Oviedo  rested.  The  Mieres 
is  soon  joined  by  the  Aller.  The  whole 
route  to  Pajares  is  through  an  alpine 
scene  of  extreme  verdure  and  cultiva- 
tion : sometimes  amid  chesnut  groves, 
maize  fields,  and  May  meadows ; at 
others,  in  wild  ' glens  of  dovetailing 
hills,  where  all  further  advance  seems 
impossible,  where  there  is  just  room 
for  the  road  and  its  cheerful  wayfellow 
the  torrent,  “ making  sweet  music  with 
the  enamell’d  stones,”  to  thread  the 
narrow  defile.  Near  La  Perrusa,  on 
the  highest  point  of  the  Puerto,  is  the 
frontier  line  between  the  Asturias  and 
Leon,  and  close  by  the  ancient  Abadia 
de  Albas,  where  monks  were  established 
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to  aid  passengers  like  those  on  Mount 
St.  Bernard. 

Pajares  is  a miserable  hamlet,  but 
the  posada  is  tolerable,  and  the  trout 
excellent.  This  is  the  region  of  clouds 
and  cold  : we  exchange  the  verdurous 
valley  for  the  peeled  Sierra,  whose 
stony  heights  seem  to  defy  all  further 
progress.  Pillars  are  now  placed  to 
mark  the  road  when  covered  over  in 
wintry  snows  : it  is,  however,  seldom 
quite  closed.  Among  these  Aguado 
caught  his  death  while  journeying  to 
Gijon.  On  leaving  the  Puerto  the 
road  ascends  gently  through  a chaos 
of  rocks,  to  the  practicable  summit, 
which  is  a swampy  level,  surrouuded 
on  all  sides  by  barren  mountains. 
This  elevated  morass,  fed  by  the 
clouds,  is  the  reservoir  from  whence 
tiny  streams  descending  both  ways 
form  the  rivers  of  Leon  and  the  Astu- 
rias. The  passage  before  reaching 
Villanueva  or  Villamani,  becomes  so 
narrow  that  a torrent  barely  can  flow 
through,  and  the  road  is  carried  along 
a superb  causeway  erected  at  a vast 
expense;  after  this  the  valleys  again 
open  into  sun,  life,  and  cultivation. 
The  bridge  of  Turio  is  placed  in  a 
most  romantic  position.  At  4J  L.  we 
pass  the  poplar-planted  Veqa  or  Pola 
de  Gordon  ; thence  to  Robla.  The 
beautiful  trout-stream  La  Vernesga 
skirts  the  picturesque  road,  and  fills 
the  valley  with  verdure,  soon  to  be 
left  behind  with  its  flowers  and  woods ; 
for,  after  ascending  a steepish  hill,  the 


eye  roams  over  the  interminable  plains, 
and  steppes  of  corn-lands  bounded  only 
by  the  horizon.  Adieu  mountain,  green 
valley,  and  crystal  stream,  soon  to  be 
exchanged  for  dead  burnt-up  herbage, 
for  the  dust  and  sand  of  the  tawny 
desert,  now  doubly  odious  from  the 
contrast  with  the  fresh  highlands. 
Thence  we  descend  over  a lonely 
heath-clad  waste  to  Leon,  with  its 
rivers  and  poplar- planted  banks,  its 
ancient  walls,  and  elegant  creamy- 
toned  cathedral.  (For  Leon,  see  p. 
317.) 
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Beautiful  and  convenient  as  was  the 
road  just  described  to  the  angler  and 
artist,  there  is  a wilder  route  to  the  r., 
which  equals  it  in  some,  and  surpasses 
it  in  other  respects.  It  is  not  easy  to 
give  mountain  distances  in  these  road- 
less districts,  and  the  traveller  will  of 
course  take  local  guides  and  attend 
to  the  provend.  Make,  however,  for 
Grado,  and  then  ascend  the  Narcea  to 
romantic  Belmonte,  and  thence  by  the 
river  to  San  Andres  de  Aguera,  and  by 
the  Cannedo  to  picturesque  Pola  de 
Somiedo ; from  thence  the  Puerto  of 
its  name  is  crossed,  and  we  descend 
through  an  alpine  country  to  Carra- 
scante,  Villa  Setana,  to  Truovana. 

, Here  flows  the  noble  trout-stream  the 
Luna ; hence  to  Las  Duehas,  and 
5 L.  to  Leon,  by  the  valley  of  the 
V ernesga. 
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These,  the  two  empire  provinces  of  the  Castiles,  join  each  other,  and  consti- 
tute a large  portion  of  the  central  plateau  of  Spain,  of  which  they  are  truly 
El  euro  corazon  y Castilla,  the  choir  “ heart  and  citadel composed  chiefly  of 
tertiary  formation,  they  rise  at  an  average  about  2000  feet  above  the  sea.  This 
table-land  is  itself  encompassed  with  mountains,  and  intersected  by  diverging 
ranges:  thus  the  Montes  de  Toledo  divide  the  basins  of  the  Guadiana  and 
Tagus,  while  the  Sierra  de  Guadarrama  separates  those  of  the  Tagus  and 
Duero;  to  the  east  are  the  Sierras  de  Cuenca,  some  of  the  highest  mountains 
of  these  provinces.  Now  divided  into  Old  and  New,  Castilla  Via  a u Nu, 
formed  under  the  ancients  the  districts  of  the  Celtiberi,  Oretani,  and  C 
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The  N.W.  portion  was  called  Bardulia  under  the  Goths ; but  this  name  was 
changed  into  that  of  Castilla  so  early  as  801 ; the  distinction  Vetula,  Vieja, 
was  afterwards  added,  to  mark  the  difference  between  it  and  the  new  and  more 
southern  portions  which  were  subsequently  wrested  from  the  Moor.  The 
“canting”  name  Castilla  was  taken  from  the  number  of  fortresses  erected  on 
this  frontier  of  Leon  and  Asturias,  whence  the  Moors  called  the  province  Ardo- 
l-kalaa,  the  “ Land  of  the  Castles,”  and  also  Kashtellah.  Of  the  former  num- 
ber of  walled  forts  in  Spain,  Livy  (xxii.  19),  Appian  (B.  H.  467),  and  Hirtius 
(B.  H.  8),  make  mention.  These  primitive  Castilian  castles  were  no  unsub- 
stantial Chateaux  en  Espagne,  but  solid  real  defences,  and  held  by  brave  men, 
and  built  in  imitation  of  Roman  citadels,  the  noble  masonry  being  quite  unlike 
the  Oriental  tapia  of  the  Moorish  Alcazares  of  the  south.  The  Castiles  bear 
for  arms,  *•  Gules  a castle  or.” 

Castilla  la  Vieja,  like  Leon,  being  close  to  the  north-west  mountains,  from 
whence  the  Gotho-Spaniard  burst  forth  against  the  Moors,  was  soon  wrested 
from  the  infidel,  and  became  a petty  sovereignty,  a Condado,  or  “county,” 
often,  however,  in  some  measure  subject  to  the  kings  of  Leou,  until  declared 
independent  about  762,  under  the  Conde  Rodrigo  Fruelaz,  who  was  father  to 
the  renowned  judge,  Nuno  Rasura,  whose  descendant.  Dona  Nuna,  twelfth 
countess,  married  in  1028  Sancho,  King  of  Navarre ; and  their  son  Ferdinand 
first  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Castile,  and  of  Leon  also  on  his  marriage 
with  Sancha,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Bermudo  III.  These  two  kingdoms, 
separated  again  for  a period,  became  finally  united  in  the  thirteenth  century 
under  St.  Ferdinand,  and  were  inherited  by  Isabella,  who  being  Beina  Fropri- 
etaria,  or  queen  in  her  own  right,  was  married  in  1479  to  Ferdinand,  afterwards 
King  of  Arragon,  and  thus  at  their  deaths  the  consolidated  kingdoms  were 
handed  down  to  their  grandson,  Charles  V.  For  historical  details  consult 
* Historia ■ del  Condado’  Diego  Gutierrez  Coronel,  4to.  Mad.  1785;  ‘ La  Cas- 
tilla,’ Man.  Risco,  4to.  Mad.  1792;  and  the  paper  by  Benito  Montejo,  ‘ Mems. 
Acad.  Hist.'  iii.  245. 

The  two  Castiles  are  the  largest  provinces  in  Spain,  and  contain  some  of  the 
oldest  and  most  interesting  cities.  The  mountains  are  highly  picturesque, 
abounding  in  curious  botany  and  geology,  and  their  Swiss-like  valleys  are 
watered  by  trout-streams ; they  present  a perfect  contrast  to  the  parameras, 
tierras  de  campo  y secanos,  the  plains  and  table-lands,  which  are  lonely  tiresome 
steppes,  bounded  only  by  the  horizon,  silent,  treeless,  songless,  and  without 
hedges,  enclosures,  or  landmarks,  looking  as  if  belonging  to  no  one,  and  not 
worth  possessing.  The  Castilians  have  a singular  antipathy  to  trees,  and,  like 
Orientals,  they  seldom  plant  any,  except  those  which  bear  fruit  or  give  shade 
for  their  alamedas.  They  imagiue  that  the  branches  harbour  birds  which  eat 
up  corn. 

Shade,  fuel,  and  timber  for  domestic  purposes  are  in  consequence  dear  at 
Madrid,  an  evil  which  is  daily  increasing,  and  to  make  matters  worse,  the  soil, 
exposed  to  a calcining  sun,  becomes 'less  favourable  for  cultivation,  while  the 
rains  and  dews  are  absorbed,  and  the  sources  of  rivers  diminished.  Drought 
is  the  curse  of  the  earth,  as  dryness  is  of  the  air ; frequently  it  does  not  rain 
for  many  successive  months,  and  as  the  peasants  do  but  scratch  the  ground, 
their  crops  are  liable  to  fail,  the  roots  perishing  for  want  of  humidity.  In 
summer  the  air  and  earth  are  clouded  with  a nitrous  dust,  which  irritates  the 
eye,  already  sickened  with  the  nakedness  of  the  land,  and  all  the  discomfort  of 
the  desert,  without  its  grand  associations.  Water  is  very  scarce,  not  only  for 
irrigation,  but  even  for  domestic  uses,  and  nature  and  man  are  alike  adust  and 
tawny ; everything  is  brown,  his  house,  his  jacket,  his  stew,  his  wife,  and 
his  ass. 

The  plains,  however,  arc  some  of  the  finest  wheat  districts  in  the  world. 
The  Chamorro  and  the  Candeal  are  the  best  and  usual  sorts  of  grain,  of  which, 
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however,  there  are  more  than  twenty  varieties.  They  are  also  well  adapted 
for  the  growth  of  saffron,  Azafran  (Arabice  Saffrd,  yellow),  which  enters 
largely  into  Spanish  cookery  and  complexion.  The  Garbanzos,  the  staple  vege- 
table of  the  Peninsula,  are  excellent,  and  a tolerable  red  wine  is  made  in  some 
favoured  localities.  There  are  few  isolated  farms,  since  a general  insecurity 
forces  men  to  congregate  for  mutual  protection ; the  hamlets  are  scattered  few 
and  far  between,  and  the  cottages  are  built  of  a bad  cob,  mere  mud,  or  of  adobes, 
bricks  dried  in  the  sun  (Arabice  Attob,  tobi );  while  the  want  of  glass  in  the 
openings  called  windows  adds,  according  to  our  ideas,  to  the  look  of  dilapida- 
tion : their  hovels  are  not  even  picturesque.  Thus,  when  the  French  tore  down 
the  very  roofs  for  their  camp  fires,  the  walls,  exposed  to  the  winter  rain,  re- 
turned decomposed  to  their  pristine  elements,  dust  to  dust  The  labour  of  the 
inmates  is  increased  by  the  distance  of  their  residence  from  their  work  : they 
have  to  start  long  before  daybreak,  and  return  weary  as  their  cattle  after  night- 
fall in  truly  antique  groups.  The  peasants  wear  capos  or  anguarinas,  great  coats 
of  patio  pardo  and  inconvenient  muntera,  and  eat  the  bread  of  affliction  earned  by 
the  briny  sweat  of  their  brow  : yet,  from  knowing  no  better,  they  do  not  com- 
plain, nay,  among  themselves  are  as  fond  of  amusement  as  children,  and  full 
of  raillery,  mother-wit,  and  practical  joking,  and  those  unamusing  unamuseable 
Dons  with  which  untravelled  romancers  have  peopled  the  Peninsula  are  cer- 
tainly not  to  be  found  among  the  lower  classes. 

The  Castilian  is  muy  hour  ado  y hombre  de  bien,  vir  bonus,  a good  man  and  true ; 
but  he  is  well  bred  rather  than  polite,  and  inclined  to  receive  rather  than  to 
make  advances,  being  seldom  what  the  French  call  prdvenant,  but  then  when- 
once  attached  he  is  sincere ; his  manner  is  marked  by  a most  practical  equality  ; 
for  all  feel  equal  to  the  proudest  noble  through  their  common  birthright  of  being 
Castilians.  Treat  them,  however,  as  they  expect  to  be  treated,  and  all  this  cere- 
mony of  form  and  of  words,  all  this  nicety  of  sitting  down  and  getting  up,  will 
not  be  found  to  extend  to  deeds.  Although  a creature  of  routine,  and  unedu- 
cated, he  is  shrewd  and  intelligent  in  his  limited  scope : bred  and  born  among 
difficulties,  obstacles,  and  privations,  under  a fierce  sun,  and  on  a hard  soil,  th» 
wild  weed  of  strong  rank  nature  grows  up  harsh  and  uuyielding.  Here  man  is 
to  be  seen  in  his  unsophisticated,  untamed  state,  in  all  his  native  individual 
force  ; for  here  everything  is  personal,  and  the  very  antithesis  of  our  social  cor- 
porate fusing  political  combinations.  To  see  the  Castilian  in  a genuine  condi- 
tion he  must  be  sought  for  in  the  better  class  of  villages  at  a distance  from 
Madrid,  for  the  capital  has  exercised  no  civilizing  influence,  as  under  its  very 
walls  the  peasant  is  a barbarian,  while  within  them  resides  the  worst  populacho 
of  the  Peninsula;  and  it  is  difficult  to  say  which  are  there  the  worst  and  most 
uneducated,  the  highest  or  the  lowest  classes.  The  superior  bearing  of  the  manly 
country  Labrador  over  the  stinted  burgess  of  Madrid  is  very  remarkable,  and 
in  his  lowly  house  and  under  his  smoky  rafters,  a truer  hospitality  will  be  found 
than  in  the  tapestry  halls  of  the  grandee,  where  most  it  is  pretended. 

The  Castilians,  from  their  male  and  trustworthy  character,  are  still  Robur 
Hispanist-  (Flor.  ii.  17.  9),  the  virility,  vitality,  and  heart  of  the  nation,  and  the 
sound  stuff  of  which  it  has  to  be  reconstructed.  A genuine  one  is  true  to  his  God 
and  king,  his  religion  running  often  into  bigotry,  his  loyalty  into  subserviency; 
he  hates  foreign  dictation,  clings  to  the  ways  of  his  ancestors,  thinks  Spain  the 
first  kingdom  in  the  world,  the  Castiles  its  first  provinces,  and  himself  the  first 
of  its  population.  No  wonder,  therefore,  that  these  peasants,  as  Addison  said  of 
those  in  the  Georgies,  toss  about  even  manure  with  an  air  of  dignity ; this  is  the 
result  also  of  natural  instinct  even  more  than  of  social  conventions,  since  each, 
esteeming  himself  inferior  to  none  but  the  king,  cares  little  for  the  accidents  of 
rank  and  fortune.  Nor  does  poverty,  the  great  crime  never  to  be  pardoned  in 
England,  unless  it  lie  very  grinding,  here  unfit  a person  for  society,  Vubreza  no 
es  vileza;  nor  does  it  destroy  personal  respectability  and  independence;  indeed. 
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where  the  majority  are  poor,  the  not  being  rich  does  not  degrade,  and  an  innate 
gentility  o ' race,  which  nothing  can  take  away,  renders  them  indifferent  to  the 
changes  antr"  chances  of  fickle  prosperity,  and  proud  even  in  rags. 

The  Castilian  in  particular  claims  to  be  synonymous  with  the  Spaniard  in 
general,  and  gives  his  name  to  the  kingdom,  nation,  and  language;  and  his  grand 
pretension  is  to  be  an  old  one,  Castellano  viejo  y rancio,  and  spotless,  sin 
mancha ; that  is.  uncontaminated  with  the  black  blood  of  new  converts  from 
Moor  or  Jew.  The  best  periods  to  visit  these  provinces  are,  either  the  begin- 
ning of  autumn,  or  May  and  June,  as  the  summers  are  very  hot,  and  the  winters 
are  very  cold.  The  principal  objects  worth  notice  are  Madrid  and  the  royal 
sitios,  Toledo,  Cuenca,  Segovia,  and  Burgos,  and  the  scenery  in  the  ranges  of 
the  Guadarrama.  and  Cuenca  mountains. 

MADRID.  The  best  inns  will  be  found  mentioned  at  p.  405  ; being  the 
capital,  a brief  epitome  of  its  history  and  peculiarities  must  be  prefaced. 

The  learned  compilers  of  the  official  Guia  for  1 845,  however,  state  that  this 
is  the  2595th  year  after  the  foundation  of  Rome,  and  the  4011th  after  that  of 
Madrid,  and  that  this  more  ancient  and  nobler  city  was  called  by  the  Romans 
Majoritum  and  Mantua  Carpentanorum,  to  distinguish  it  from  Mantua  in  Italy  ; 
at  all  events  Maierit  was  only  a Moorish  fortified  outpost  of  Toledo  when 
captured  in  1083  by  Alonso  VI.  Enrique  IV.,  about  1461,  made  some  additions 
to  the  older  town,  which  was  placed  on  the  west  eminence  over  the  river.  It 
was  then  surrounded  with  forests,  which  Argote  describes,  in  1 582,  as  “ buen 
monte  de  puerco  y oso,"  or  good  cover  for  boars  and  bears,  on  account  of  which 
it  was  made  a royal  hunting  residence.  These  woods  have  long  been  cut  down 
by  the  improvident  inhabitants ; and  their  loss,  as  at  Rome,  has  contributed 
much  to  the  general  insalubrity  of  the  town.  Trees  now,  like  their  wild 
beasts,  only  exist  on  the  city’s  shield,  the  arms  of  which  are  a “ tree  vert  with 
fruit  gules,  up  which  a bear  is  climbing,  an  orle  azure  with  seven  stars  argent.” 
This  bear,  say  the  heralds,  is  typified  by  the  Ursa  Major,  and  they  also  call 
that  constellation  el  Cairo , because  indicating  Carpentum  Mantuanorum. 

Madrid  really  rose  under  Charles  V.,  who,  gouty  and  phlegmatic,  felt  him- 
self relieved  by  its  brisk  and  rarefied  air;  and  consulting  only  his  personal 
comfort,  he  deserted  Valladolid,  Seville,  Granada,  and  Toledo,  to  fix  his  resi- 
dence on  a spot  which  Iberian,  Roman,  Goth,  and  Moor  had  all  rejected.  It 
was  declared  the  court  by  Philip  II.  in  1560. 

The  gross  mistake  of  a position  which  has  no  single  advantage  except  the 
fancied  geographical  merit  of  being  in  the  centre  of  Spain,  was  soon  felt,  and 
his  son,  in  1601,  endeavoured  to  remove  the  court  back  again  to  Valladolid, 
which,  however,  was  then  found  to  be  impracticable,  such  had  been  the  creation 
of  new  interests  during  the  outlay  in  the  preceding  reign.  Philip  II.  had  neg- 
lected the  opportunity  of  making  his  capital  at  Lisbon,  which  is  admirably 
sitnated  on  a noble  river  and  the  sea ; had  this  been  done,  Portugal  never 
would  or  could  have  revolted,  or  the  Peninsula  been  thus  dissevered,  by  which 
the  first  blow  was  dealt  to  Spain's  greatness ; thus  to  Madrid,  and  its  monkish 
ulcer  the  Escorial,  is  the  germ  of  present  decay  to  be  traced.  Charles  III.,  a 
wise  prince,  contemplated  a removal  to  Seville;  so  also  did  the  intrusive 
Joseph,  but  the  thing  is  now  impossible. 

The  town  is  built  on  several  mangy  hills  that  hang  over  the  river  Mauza- 
nares.  The  elevation,  hence  the  winter’s  cold,  is  2412  feet  above  the  sea, 
although  in  an  apparent  plain,  which,  however,  is  much  cut  up  by  gullies  that 
the  torrents  from  the  Guadarrama  have  worn  away,  and  in  which  some  200 
villages  pine  unseen,  concealed  in  the  hollows.  This  elevation  on  an  open  land 
probably  is  the  reason  of  the  derivation  given  by  some  to  Majerit,  which  is  said 
to  signify  in  Arabic  “ a current  of  fresh  air,”  a Buenos  Ayres.  Sousa  prefers 
the  Arabic  Maajarit,  “ running  waters,”  of  which  there  are  scarcely  any.  The 
basin  in  which  it  stands  is  bounded  by  the  Sieira  of  the  Guadarrama  and  the 
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Montes  of  Toledo  and  Guadalupe,  and  consists  chiefly  of  tertiary  formations, 
marl,  gypsum,  and  limestone.  The  latter,  found  at  Colmenar  de  Oreja,  near 
Aranjuei,  is  a freshwater  deposit,  with  planorbes  ; and  being  of  a good  colour 
and  substance,  is  much  used  in  the  buildings  of  Madrid : the  common  and 
excellent  granite  com&s  from  Colmenar  Viejo  (Arabice  bee-hive),  5 L.,  near  the 
Escorial.  A curious  magnesite,  with  bones  of  extinct  mammalia,  occurs  at 
Vallecas,  1J  L.  from  the  capital,  S.S.E.,  to  which  the  geologist  should  ride  to 
examine  the  flint  pits  between  Vallecas  and  Vicalvaro ; fullers’  earth  and  what 
looks  like  Meerschaum  occur : a quarter  of  a mile  off  is  a gypsum  quarry ; 
observe  the  selenite  hemitrope  crystals. 

Madrid,  as  a residence,  is  disagreeable  and  unhealthy,  alternating  between 
the  extremities  of  heat  and  cold,  or,  according  to  the  adage,  three  months  of 
winter  and  nine  of  hell,  tres  meses  de  invierno  >/  nueve  del  infierno.  The  mean 
annual  winter  temperature  is  43°  7',  but  every  year,  for  several  nights,  the 
thermometer  descends  many  degrees  below  32°,  and  the  rivers  are  covered  with 
ice,  although  it  generally  disappears  in  the  day.  The  mean  temperature  of  the 
three  summer  months  is  76°  2' ; but  during  the  Solano,  the  south-eastern  wind, 
it  frequently  rises  to  90°  or  even  100°  in  the  shade,  while  in  the  sun  the  heat 
and  glare  are  African  ; to  this  are  added  the  blasts  of  Siberia,  for  being  placed 
on  a denuded  plateau,  it  is  exposed  to  the  keen  blasts  which  sweep  down  from 
the  snowy  Guadarrama,  the  nursery  of  consumption  and  pnlmoniu.  Hence  the 
summer  is  the  most  dangerous  period,  when  the  pores  are  open  ; for  often,  during 
a N.E.  wind,  the  difference  of  temperature  on  one  side  of  a street  to  the  other 
more  than  reaches  20  degrees,  and  the  incautious  stranger  turning  out  of  a spot 
which  is  roasted  by  the  sun,  passes  from  an  ice-house  to  ati  oven,  is  caught  at  a 
corner  by  A5olus,  and  incontinently  forwarded  to  the  cemetario.  It  was  of  the 
Colico  de  Madrid,  a peculiar  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  that  Murat  sickened 
in  1808,  and  the  superstitious  populace,  according  to  Foy,  ascribed  it  to  divine 
vengeance : but  no  Nemesis  then  struck  the  blow,  for  the  disease  is  proverbial, 
and 

“ El  nire  de  Madrid  es  Ian  tolil 

Que  mata  a ki»  hombre,  y no  apaga  a an  randil," — * 

the  subtle  air,  which  will  not  extinguish  a candle,  puts  out  a man’s  life.  Dry. 
searching,  desecating,  and  cutting,  this  assassin  breath  of  death  pierces  through 
flesh  and  bone  to  the  marrow  ; hence  the  careful  way  in  which  the  natives  cover 
their  mouths,  the  women  with  handkerchiefs,  the  men  by  muffling  themselves 
up  in  their  cloaks,  embozandose  en  las  capas.  The  average  of  death  at  Madrid 
is.as  1 in  28,  while  in  London  it  is  as  1 in  42  : no  wonder,  according  to  Salas, 
that  even  the  healthy  of  those  born  there  live  on  physic — 

“ Aon  las  personas  mas  sanas, 

Si  son  en  Madrid  nacidas , 

Tienen  que  hacer  sus  comidas , 

**  De  pildolns  y tisanas 

It  is  particularly  fatal  to  young  children,  during  dentition.  So  much  for  this 
“ Buena  Madre” — mais  bien  Madrasta — this  good  mother,  from  whose  tender 
mercies  Moya  derives  the  name  of  Madrid. 

The  townspeople  think  Madrid  the  “ envy  and  admiration  ” of  mankind : 
they  talk  of  it  as  the  capital  of  Spain,  i.  e.  the  world,  for  Quien  dice  Espana 
dice  todo.  There  is  but  one  Madrid,  No  hay  sino  un  Madrid : unique,  like  the 
phcenix,  it  is  the  only  court  on  earth,  solo  Madrid  es  corte.  Wherever  it  is 
mentioned  the  world  is  silent  with  awe,  Donde  estd  Madrid  calle  el  rnundo. 
There  is  but  one  stage  from  Madrid  to  la  Gloria,  or  paradise,  in  which  there 
is  a window  for  angels  to  look  down  on  this  counterpart  heaven  of  earth.  The 
reason  why  there  are  no  country-houses  in  the  vicinity  is  seriously  accounted 
for,  because  no  sane  person  could  ever  be  found  to  quit  this  home  of  super- 
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natural  enjoyment  even  for  a day.  The  greatest  of  punishments  to  the  grandees 
is  to  be  banished  to  their  distant  estates  from  la  Carte.  This  term  conveys 
to  Spanish  ears  a meaning  which  cannot  be  translated  in  English.  It  is  like 
La  Cour  de  Louis  XIV.,  the  residence  of  the  Sulian,  the  dispenser  of  rank 
and  fortune : it  is  the  centre  of  empenos,  jobs,  intrigues,  titles,'  decorations, 
and  plunder,  to  which  flock  the  vulture  tribe  of  place-hunters  and pretendientes, 
who,  under  this  sun,  breed  like  maggots  in  carrion ; yet  as  a court  it  is  and 
was  at  all  times  a poor  representation  of  real  grandeur.  The  desert  comes  up 
to  the  ignoble  mud-walls,  the  mesones  are  inns  for  beasts,  the  peasant  who 
scratches  the  fields  beyond  them  is  a barbarian,  while  inside  lives  the  worst 
populacho  of  the  Peninsula. 

Madrid  is  not  even  a city  or  Ciudad,  but  only  the  chief  of  villas.  It  has  no 
cathedral,  no  bishop;  it  rises  with  a cluster  of  conical,  blue,  Flemish-looking 
spires.  It  has  no  lack  of  fine  titles ; the  abbreviations  of  its  style  are  usually 
thus  expressed  by  letter — La  M.  N.  M.  L.  I.  C.  y M.  H.  villa  y Corte  de  M., 
which  signify  La  muy  noble,  leal.  Imperial  coronada,  ymuy  heroica  villa  y corte 
de  Madrid.  Built  chiefly  by  Philips  III.  IV.,  and  Charles  II.,  and  perfected 
under  the  foreigner,  nowhere  has  the  vile  Churrigueresque  and  Rococo  of 
Louis  XI V.  been  carried  to  greater  excesses.  The  churches,  whitened  sepul- 
chres, are  sad  specimens  of  an  insatiable  greediness  for-  tinsel : Charles  III., 
who  wished  to  be  the  Augustus  of  Madrid,  unfortunately  worked  in  brick,  not 
marble,  and  his  was  the  poor  age  of  the  commonplace  and  Royal  Academical. 
Hence  the  spiritless,  meaningless  piles,  the  ostentatious  frontage  of  edifices,  run 
up  to  flatter  the  royal  eye,  behind  which  are  mean,  ill-paved,  ill-lighted,  and 
ill-drained  lanes.  The  best  houses  are  lofty,  and  different  families  live  on  dif- 
ferent floors  or  flats,  having  the  staircase  in  common  ; each  apartment  is  pro- 
tected by  a solid  door,  an  “ oak,”  in  which  there  is  generally  a small  wicket, 
from  which  the  suspicious  inmates  inspect  visitors  before  they  let  them  in. 
The  interiors,  according  to  our  notions,  are  uncomfortable  and  unfurnished ; 
the  kitchens,  offices,  and  other  necessaries  are  on  the  most  continental  scale. 

Our  extended  dinner  society  is  all  but  unknown,  except  in  the  houses  of  the 
diplomatic  corps,  and  some  few  of  the  nobles,  rich  jobbers,  placemen,  and  con- 
tractors, and  those  who,  having  emigrated,  have  discovered  that  the  whole  art 
of  cookery  is  not  condensed,  like  the  imprisoned  genius,  in  a puchero  or 
pipkin.  The  grandees  dine,  indeed,  with  the  foreign  ministers,  but  with  little 
reciprocity  ; like  the  Principes  of  modern  Rome  they  seldom  offer  in  return 
even  a glass  of  water : their  hospitality  consists  in  dining  with  any  foreigner 
who  will  ask  them. 

Few  foreigners  enjoy  much  health  of  mind  or  body  in  this  unsocial,  insalh- 
brious  city  ; nor  can  foreign  plenipotentiaries  ever  hope  for  much  satisfactory 
dealing  with  a stiffnecked,  unbusiness-like  government,  that  imputes  to  its 
innate  majesty  and  real  power,  a position  which,  like  that  of  Turkey  or  Por- 
tugal, is  almost  upheld  by  the  forbearance,  protection,  or  mutual  jealousies  of 
other  and  more  powerful  countries.  The  Madrid  officials  have  always  behaved 
cavalierly  towards  foreign  agents : the  Duke,  even  while  saving  them,  was  not 
“treated  as  a friend,  or  even  as  a gentleman,”  was  “utterly  without  influence 
in  their  councils,”  for  they  have  a “ thorough  contempt  of.”  and  are  “ utterly 
reckless  of  conduct  as  regards  their  foreign  allies:"  see  * Disp.’  Aug.  31, 1809, 
July  2,  1812,  Aug.  25,  and  Sept.  5,  1813,  et  passim.  Small  indeed  is  the 
redress  obtained  for  gross  infractions  of  treaties  and  ill-usage  of  our  traders. 
The  Spanish  man  in  office,  like  the  cuttle-fish,  surrounds  himself  for  protection 
in  an  obfuscation  of  papers : protocol  succeeds  to  protocol,  expedient e to  docu- 
ment, until  the  minister  and  matter  both  die  a natural  death  from  sheer  ex- 
haustion. Thus  this  is  a city  in  which  a lengthened  residence  withers  mind 
and  body ; and  well  might  Gongora  exclaim,  Este  es  Madrid,  mejor  dijera  »’«- 
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The  aggregate  character  of  the  Madrid  population,  which  is  about  210,000, 
aud  is  formed  out  of  immigrants  from  every  other  province,  is  marked  by  an 
assumption  of  a metropolitan  and  courtier  tone  of  superiority,  an  aping  of  the 
foreigner,  an  affectation  of  despising  provincial  towns  and  manners,  a de- 
parture from  national  costume,  and  an  insincere  frivolity,  the  result  of  the 
false  intrigues  which  are  carried  around  on  all  sides.  The  females  are  by  no 
means  so  attractive,  either  morally  or  physically,  as  those  of  Valencia  and 
Andalucia:  they  are  more  sickly,  and  their  faces  are  less  expressive;  they 
want  also  much  of  that  natural  light-hearted  frankness  and  absence  of  art 
which  is  the  Spanish  woman’s  charm.  Like  the  men,  they  are  more  gazmonas, 
or  hypocrites ; the  populacho,  male  and  female,  is  brutal  and  corrupted ; the 
Manolo  or  Manola  (words  which  are  abbreviations  of  Manuel  and  Manuela) 
are  the  Majos  y Majas  of  Madrid,  but  they  are  fast  diminishing. 

This  court,  since  the  death  of  Ferd.  VII.,  has  been  much  improved,  and 
chiefly  by  its  gefe  politico,  the  Marques  de  Pontejos,  who  set  the  example. 
There  is  a trifle  more  life  and  movement  in  the  streets,  some  of  which  are 
better  cleaned,  paved,  and  lighted ; many  of  the  old  names  have  been  changed 
for  democratic  and  patriotic  appellations : these,  however,  as  parties  upset  each 
other,  are  again  rechanged  ; and  being  liable  to  alterations  at  every  shift  of  the 
political  scene,  we  shall  adopt  the  original  nomenclature,  with  which  after  all 
the  people  are  best  acquainted.  The  destruction  of  convents  has  opened  spaces, 
and  new  buildings  are  erecting  everywhere,  which  a sociedad  urbana  has  been 
established  to  promote.  This  has  been  aided  by  the  reform  of  the  municipal 
corporation.  Formerly  the  large  revenues  were  either  jobbed  and  robbed 
among  the  members,  or  wasted  in  an  expensive  present  to  the  king,  the  royal 
family,  or  the  minion  of  the  hour : now  the  funds  are  destined  to  local  im- 
provements. 

The  best  points  for  a panoramic  view  are  from  the  top  of  the  Santa  Cruz 
church  tower,  or  from  the  mound  at  the  head  of  the  Buen  Retiro  gardens.  In 
shape  the  town  is  almost  a square  with  the  corners  rounded  off.  Avenues  of 
trees  are  planted  outside  the  mud-walls,  aud  in  the  principal  approaches  on  the 
river  side.  Madrid  will  most  please  those  who  have  hurried  directly  into 
Spain  from  France,  therefore  the  costume,  Prado,  and  bull-fight  will  strike  with 
all  the  charm  of  novelty  and  strangeness  of  contrast,  which  will  be  wanting  to 
those  who  arrive  from  beautiful  Valencia,  Moorish  Granada,  or  stately  Seville. 
A couple  of  weeks  suffice  to  see  the  marvels,  of  which  the  Museos  are  indeed 
among  the  finest  in  Europe,  and  the  best  periods  are  May  and  June,  September 
and  October.  Generally  speaking,  the  more  Madrid  is  known,  the  less  it  will 
be  liked — 

“ Quien  te  quiere,  no  te  sabe ; 

Qttien  te  tube,  no  te  quiere." 


MADRID.  Prudent  travellers,  es- 
pecially if  the  party  be  numerous,  or  if 
there  be  ladies  in  the  case,  will  do  well 
to  write  to  their  bankers  or  friends  be- 
forehand to  secure  them  apartments 
either  in  an  hotel  or  private  house. 

Hotels.— They  have  long  been,  and 
perhaps  still  are,  among  the  worst  iu 
Europe ; but  the  number  of  new  coach 
companies,  by  bringing  in  more  tra- 
vellers, has  created  a demand  for  better 
accommodation:  some  of  these  com-  ; 


panies  have  set  up  inns,  or  paradores, 
of  their  own ; while  many  cafCs  and 
tolerable  restaurants  have  been  esta- 
blished, principally  by  foreigners ; just 
dow  there  is  much  talk  of  a grand 
hotel  being  set  up  as  a speculation,  to 
be  managed  by  foreigners  after  Euro- 
pean fashions  and  wants,  to  combine 
English  comforts  and  French  cookery. 
Meanwhile,  the  Fonda  de  San  Luis,  27, 
Calle  de  la  Monte  ra,  although  small, 
is  good ; it  is  placed  over  a pasteleria, 
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•where  you  can  dine,  and  if  the  dinner 
be  ordered  beforehand,  very  well  : 
Fonda  de  las  Diligencias — there  is  a 
decent  table  d’hote  at  five  o'clock; 
Fonde  de  Europa,  Calle  de  Peregrinos; 
Fonda  de  Genies;  Fonda  de  Paris, 
Calle  del  Carmen. 

Restaurants.— You  can  dine  out, 
and  well,  at  the  Pasteleria  de  la  Car- 
rera de  San  Geronimo,  two  doors  from 
Monuier’s  reading-room:  it  is  kept  by 
iiervy  y Lardy.  You  are  served  a la 
carte:  a decent  dinner,  with  wine, 
will  cost  from  twenty  to  thirty  reals. 
You  fare  also  excellently  at  the  Casa 
Viviana,  Calle  de  las  Tres  Cruces, 
where  a house  dinner,  or  a dining 
club  for  eight  persons,  has  been  set  up, 
and  can  be  recommended.  The  cele- 
brated Fontana  de  Oro,  long  the  Hotel 
of  Madrid,  and  one  of  the  worst  in 
Europe,  has  been  converted  into  an 
establishment  for  baths,  lodgings,  and 
reading-rooms.  Those  who  like  to 
try  genuine  Spanish  cookery,  may 
dine  at  the  Pasteleria , in  the  Calle 
del  Desengafio ; it  is  much  frequented 
by  stockbrokers,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  holsa.  The  Chuletus  a la  Espa- 
hola,  and  Empanadas  de  pescados,  are 
much  lauded  and  eaten. 

Lodgings  and  Casas  de  Pupilos. 
— Roth  of  these  are  numerous,  and  to 
those  who  wish  to  live  quietly,  cheaply, 
and  gain  an  insight  into  national 
manners,  are  preferable  to  the  inns. 
The  best  situations  are  in  the  streets 
which  are  near  the  Puerta  del  Sol ; the 
traveller  will  have  no  difficulty  in 
finding  them  out,  as  a signal  of  white 
paper  is  placed  on  the  windows  or 
balconies.  Remember,  if  this  placard 
or  ticket  is  put  in  the  middle,  that  it 
signifies  “ lodgings  to  let if  fastened 
to  the  extremities,  it  means  a “ board- 
ing-house.” Small  but  excellent  ac- 
commodation is  to  be  had  at  David 
Purkiss’  Casa  de  los  Darios,  No.  23, 
Caballero  de  Gracia ; as  the  house  is 
small,  you  had  better  write  before- 
hand. The  Cuarto  Principal  to  the  1. 
is  very  good.  There  are  baths  in  the 
house ; terms,  one  to  two  dollars  a- 
day.  A capital  breakfast,  tea,  &c., 
a I’Anglaise,  is  to  be  had.  The  host, 
a most  obliging  person,  was  one  of 


our  governmental  couriers,  and  knows 
; Spain  well ; his  wife  is  a brisk,  civil 
Arragonese;  Capital  lodgings  are 
also  to  be  had  at  Dona  Ramona  Bel- 
I darrain,  commonly  called  La  Viz- 
caina ; the  house  is  named  Casa  del 
Cordero,  Calle  Mayor,  and  is  well 
placed.  N.B.  In  settling  for  a winter 
residence,  always  select  a room  with  a 
S.  aspect,  or,  if  possible,  with  a chi- 
menea  or  fire-place,  for  a fire  is  an 
unspeakable  comfort  in  fine  climates, 
where  winter  is  detestable,  as  the 
houses  are  like  hollows  of  wells,  with- 
out being  always  the  residences  of 
truth  : the  hearth,  with  its  cheerful 
crackle,  brings  back  thoughts  of  home 
and  England,  as  a glimpse  of  the  sun 
does  Castile  to  the  Spanish  exile  in 
Siberia, 

With  regard  to  Casas  de  Pupilos, 
before  becoming  one  of  any  set,  or  in- 
mate of  any  family,  it  will  be  always 
advisable  to  consult  some  Madrilenian 
friend.  Among  the  best  are  those  in 
the  Calle  de  Alcala  and  Calle  de  Car- 
retas,  La  Casa  de  la  Maragata,  No.  1, 
Calle  Mayor,  one  at  No.  9,  Calle  deHor- 
taleza  : however,  these  things  change 
every  day.  The  average  prices  for 
bed  and  board  are  about  thirty  reals 
a-day. 

Capes. — These  are  numerous  and 
increasing,  being  principally  set  up  by 
foreigners  and  it  la  mode  de  Paris. 
Coffee  is  very  little  drunk  in  Spain, 
the  great  towns  excepted  ; it  is  substi- 
tuted by  chocolate,  and  since  the  cho- 
lera by  what  is  called  tea.  Coffee, 
however,  is  creeping  in.  In  these  cafes 
ices  are  sold  during  the  summer,  and 
a variety  of  natural  drinks.  Among 
the  best  establishments  are  la  Iberia, 
Carrera  de  San  Jeronimo;  Cafd  Saizo, 
Calle  de  Alcalti ; del  Espejo,  Calle  de 
Carretas.  Among  others  may  be  cited 
el  de  los  Dos  Amigos,  el  Nuevo,  el  de 
Cervantes,  de  la  Aduana,  and  de  la 
Estrella,  all  of  which  are  in  the  Calle 
de  Alcalti;  also  that  of  Lorenzini, 
Puerta  del  Sol,  and  el  Principe  y la 
Venecia.  Calle  del  Principe.  Generally 
speakiug  the  fleshly  comforts  of  Madrid 
are  second-rate,  although  making  much 
progress  ; nevertheless,  the  staple  dish, 
le  fond  de  la  cuisine,  is  the  Puchero 
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or  stew,  so  called  from  the  pipkin.  It  I 
cannot  be  compared  for  a moment  to  an 
Andalucian  otla,  its  chief  ingredients 
being  stringy  savourless  beef,  vaca 
cocido,  and  boiled  garbanzo:  it  mocks 
the  palate  with  a Bhow  of  nutriment : 
it  may  be  eaten,  however,  when  there 
is  nothing  else.  Madrid  is  celebrated 
for  its  asparagus,  grown  at  Aranjuez, 
and  the  flqjaldre,  a light  pufF  paste : 
the  confectioners’  shops  are  mostly 
kept  by  foreigners ; among  the  best  the 
Pasteleria  Suiza,  Calle  Jacomo  Trezo ; j 
Pasteleria  Extraiigera,  Plaza  Santa 
Ana ; that  in  the  Calle  del  Principe ; 1 
and  the  French  Patisserie  in  Carrera 
de  San  Jeronimo : many  of  these  shops 
combine  dining  with  pastry. 

For  wines  and  drinks  at  Madrid, 
the  common  wine,  and  the  best  by  far,  | 
is  the  rich  red  Valdepenas ; however,  ; 
_ the  inferior  produce  of  Arganda  is 
constantly  sold  for  it,  and  both  are  j 
adulterated  with  decoction  of  logwood  j 
and  other  abominations.  French  and 
foreign  wines  are  dear,  and  not  good.  ! 
The  Andaluces,  Calle  de  Fuencarrol, 
and  las  Delicias  de  Betica,  Calle  de 
las  Carretas,  deal  in  Sherries  and  Ma- 
lagas, which  here  are  considered  as 
vius  de  liqueur.  The  snows  of  the 
Guadarrama  chain  during  the  scorch- 
ing summer  furnish  materials  for  cool 
drinks  and  ices  in  abundance,  which 
are  also  sold  in  the  streets,  and  espe- 
cially by  Valencians  The  Ayua  de 
Cebada  is  very  refreshing;  so  is  the 
Orchata  de  Chiifas,  or  mitj  e mitj,  or 
“ half  and  half,”  being  made  of  barley 
and  pounded  chochos,  the  lupines  of 
the  old  Romans.  No  drink,  however, 
whether  medicinal  or  refrigeratory, 
comes  up  to  the  Agraz  or  clarified 
verjuice.  It  cools  a man’s  body  and 
soul,  and  is  delicious  when  mixed  with 
Manzanilla  wine.  Cerbeza  con  limon, 
or  bottled  beer  mixed  with  leinou 
juice,  is  another  favourite  summer 
drink  at  Madrid. 

Clubs  and  Reading-Rooms. — Be- 
sides the  old  casino,  a new  club,  el 
Circulo  del  Comercio,  has  been  esta- 
blished in  the  Calle  Ango6ta  de  Peli- 
gros.  on  the  site  of  the  Duke  of  Fer- 
nando’s house ; a cafe  and  pasteleria  is 
attached  to  it;  members  pay  10 1.  on 


entrance  and  40  reals  monthly.  There 
are  many  subscription  and  reading- 
rooms  at  Madrid ; one  of  the  best  is  in 
the  Calle  de  la  Montera ; el  Gabinete 
Literario,  Calle  del  Principe.  Those 
who  wish  to  procure  foreign  books  at 
Madrid,  or  when  out  of  Spain  to  obtain 
Spanish  ones,  may  apply  to  Casimiro 
Monnier,  who  has  a capital  reading 
establishment  here  in  the  No.  10,  Car- 
rera San  Jeronimo,  and  another  in 
Paris  No.  7,  Rue  de  Provence : Eng- 
lish, French,  and  Spanish  papers  are 
regularly  filed:  there  is  a fair  circu- 
lating library : Monnier  pere  speaks 
French,  his  son  English,  and  both  are 
civil  and  obliging. 

Language  - M aster.  — The  noble 
Spanish  idiom  is  spoken  well  at  Ma- 
drid ; the  purest  Castilian  is  said  to  be 
that  of  Toledo : Don  Gregorio  de  Prado 
can  be  recommended  as  a teacher ; he 
is  a clergyman  who  was  30  years  an 
emigre  in  France,  and  is  to  be  heard 
of  at  the  Palacio  de  Ldrida. 

Baths  and  Cabbiages.— Besides 
the  baths  at  Purkiss’s  house,  there  are 
those  at  Corderos,  Calle  Mayor,  which 
are  excellent,  ditto  in  the  Calle  de 
Hortaleza,  aud  those  of  del  Oriente, 
Plaza  de  Isabel  II.,  la  Estrella,  Calle 
de  Santa  Clara,  San  Isidro,  Calle 
Mayor,  and  la  Fontana  de  Oro. 

The  Calle  de  Alcala  is  the  chief  ren- 
dezvous of  the  fraternity  of  the  whip  ; 
here  most  of  the  diligence  companies 
have  their  “ booking-offices.”  Here 
are  to  be  hired  the  Cocke  de  Colleras 
and  the  Calesa.  A job  carriage  for  the 
day  costs  from  three  to  four  dollars. 
In  the  Calle  del  Lobo  cabriolets  may 
be  hired  at  6 reals  the  hour ; in  the 
Calle  del  Infante,  a “ glass-coach  ” is 
to  be  had  at  50  reals  the  day,  at  28  for 
a morning  and  30  for  an  afternoon. 
There  are  also  strange  public  omni- 
buses driven  by  a tiro  of  mules.  In 
the  Calle  de  las  Infantas,  “ flies,”  here 
called  citadinas,  are  to  be  had ; they 
were  introduced  into  Madrid  by  Col. 
Partington  in  1846.  There  is  an  open 
horse-market  every  Thursday  in  the 
Plaza  del  liastro.  The  markets  for 
eatables  are  tolerably  well  supplied: 
the  best  are  those  of  San  Ildefonso, 
where  the  French  pulled  down  a 
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church,  and  those  of  San  Felipe  Neri 
and  la  Plaza  de  Cebada,  and  Plazuela 
del  Carmen. 

Tradesmen. — The  best  shops  are  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Puerta  del  Sol. 
And  first  for  booksellers.  Books  at 
Madrid  are  scarce  and  dear  ; those 
curious  in  topography  and  hagiography 
will  find  a copious  collection  in  the 
Biblioteca  nacional,  Plazuela  de  Ori- 
Jente.  Meanwhile  the  best  Booksellers 
are  Ranz,  Calle  de  la  Cruz ; Monnier, 
10,  Carrera  San  Jeronimo ; Snjo,  Perez, 
Sanz,  Calle  de  Carretas  ; Mijar, 
Calle  del  Principe  ; Bennie  y Hi- 
dalgo, Calle  de  Montera,  and  Dionisio 
Caraini,  Calle  de  la  Paz,  an  active 
Greek,  cheap  j muy  servicial ; he  for- 
merly lived  in  Seville.  “ Books  of 
the  play,”  which  those  who  wish  to 
learn  Spanish  should  read  beforehand, 
and  then  take  with  them  to  the  theatre, 
are  to  be  had  at  Cuesta  y Rios,  Calle 
Mayor,  opposite  the  Casa  de  Correos. 
For  Maps,  Manuel  Pereda,  en  la 
Trinidad;  Lopez,  Calle  del  Principe. 
Tailors,  Hernandez,  Plaza  del  Sol ; 
Borrel,  Calle  del  Principe ; Rouget, 
Calle  Jacomo  Trezo;  Vensilla,  Calle 
de  San  Jeronimo;  Wartelet,  Red  de 
San  Luis ; Pascual,  Calle  de  Fuen- 
carral.  Milliners,  La  Nicanora  and 
La  Victorina,  Calle  del  Carmen.  The 
best  ladies'  shops,  or  tiendas  de  modas, 
are  Ginesy  Narciso,  Garcia  Cachera, 
Calle  del  Carmen  ; Za  Francesa,  Calle 
de  la  Montera ; and  one  in  the  Calle 
Mayor,  opposite  to  the  Conde  de 
Ofiates ; and  Las  Novedades  de  Paris, 
Calle  Mayor.  There  is  a good  Eng- 
lish watchmaker,  although  named 
French,  in  the  Calle  de  Alcala.  A 
new  bazaar,  la  Villa  de  Madrid,  has 
recently  been  opened.  Foreign  money 
can  be  changed  at  the  brokers’  offices 
in  the  Calle  Montera  and  Toledo.  It 
is  better  to  rely  in  these  matters  on  one’s 
banker. 

Madrid  contains,  according  to  Ca- 
ballero, ‘ Noticias  topograjico-estadis- 
ticas,’  about  200,000  inhabitants.  It 
is  divided  into  12  districts,  consists  of 
24  parishes,  has  18  hospitals,  a cuna  or 
casa  de  espositos,  a university,  9 acade- 
mies, 4 public  libraries,  3 museums,  an 
armoury,  a glorious  palace,  6 theatres, 
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a plaza  de  toros,  33  public  fountains, 
and  5 chief  gates.  Those  who  wish  to 
know  all  its  rights,  prerogatives,,  and 

f lories,  are  referred  to  the  list  of  local 
escriptions  appended  to  the  ‘ Manual 
de  Madrid,’  which  is  a good  guide- 
book : the  author,  Ramon  de  Mesoneros 
Romano,  has  also  published  a ‘ Pano- 
rama Matritense,’  3 vols.  8vo.  1837; 
this  ‘ Life  in  Madrid  ’ gives  the  pic- 
ture as  seen  by  a native’s  eye : there 
is  a new  edition,  Mad.  1846.  The 
collector  of  Spanish  topography  will 
purchase  ‘ Teatro  de  las  Grandezas,’ 
Gil  Gonzalez  d’ Avila,  fol.  Mad.  1623; 
‘ Historia  de  Madrid,’  Geronimo  Quin- 
tana, fol.,  Mad.  1629;  * Dialogo  de  la 
Antigiiedad,’  M.  Rod.  Mendez  Silva, 
4to.,  Mad.  1637 ; ‘ Solo  Madrid  ts 
Corte,’  Alonzo  Nunez  de  Castro,  4to., 
Mad.  1658,  4th  ed.  Barcelona,  1698; 
‘ Compendio  Historico’  Jose  Alvarez 
y Baena,  4to.,  Mad.  1786  ; Ponz, 
‘ Viage  I. and  ‘ Discurso  sobre  va- 
rias  Antigiiedades,’  Antonio  Pellicer, 
8vo„  Mad.  1791.  Madrid  has  pro- 
duced very  few  great  men  beyond 
Ix>pe  de  Vega,  Quevedo,  and  Calderon. 
The  history  of  those  who  have  attained 
mediocrity  fills,  however,  four  quartos, 
‘ Hijos  llustres,’  Jose  Alvarez  y Baena, 
Mad.  .1789-91;  for  the  Provincia  de 
Madrid,  the  little  description  by 
Tomas  Lopez,  Mad.  1763,  is  the  best. 
The  annual  court-guide,  * Guia  de 
Forasteros,’  is  useful.  Mellado,  in  his 
* Guia  del  Viagero  en  Espaha,’  has 
prefixed  a good  account  of  the  capital, 
as  the  old  names  of  the  streets  have 
been  changed.  The  ‘ Calles  de  Ma- 
drid,’ published  at  Cuestas,  is  useful. 
'Fhe  best  map  of  Madrid  is  that  pub- 
lished by  Lopez,  Calle  del  Principe. 

Sight  seeing  at  Madrid. — The 
stranger  will  find  at  the  “court”  a 
lacquai  de  place  or  Cicerone,  animals 
rare  and  much  wanted  in  the  inland 
old  capitals  of  Spain.  As  many  places 
can  only  be  visited  on  certain  days  and 
at  certain  hours,  remember  always  to 
ascertain  these  points  beforehand,  and 
whenever  an  esquela,  order  or  permis- 
sion, from  some  official  chief  is  neces- 
sary, to  send  and  get  it  plenty  of  time 
before  it  is  wanted.  Remember  also 
to  get  up  early,  which  all  Spaniards  do. 
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Most  places  and  shops  are  shut  about 
noon,  and  from  that  time  until  three 
all  the  world  is  either  at  dinner  or 
taking  the  siesta,  and  nothing  can  be 
done  or  seen.  The  Museo  of  sculpture 
is  open  on  Mondays;  the  Must-os  of 
paintings,  artillery,  and  topography  on 
Sundays  and  Tuesdays  ; the  reserved 
portions  of  the  Bum  Retiro  on  Wed- 
nesdays; the  Casa  del  Campo  on  Thurs- 
days ; the  Casino  de  la  Reina,  the 
palace,  stables,  &c.,  on  Fridays ; the 
Armeria,  engineer’s  museum,  Tues- 
days and  Saturdays.  A silver  key 
and  a judicious  lacquai  de  place  will 
generally  open  the  doors  on  other 
days.  It  is  as  well  to  take  the  pass- 
port with  one,  as  greater  facilities  are 
afforded  to  foreigners.  Advertisements 
will  also  be  found  as  to  these  and  other 
traveller’s  wants,  in  the  various  daily 
papers,  and  Diarios  de  Avisos ; in 
them  will  also  be  announced  the  dif- 
ferent sights,  religious  pageants,  the- 
atres, bull-fights,  sales,  festivals,  and 
other  popular  amusements.  The  Ga- 
zeta  is  the  official  paper ; and  its  pages 
for  the  last  fifty  years,  the  French  Mo- 
niteur  only  excepted,  are  the  greatest 
satire  ever  deliberately  published  by 
any  people  on  itself. 

Sights  at  Madrid. — Every  body 
must  begin  with  the  Puerta  del  Sol, 
which,  like  our  Temple  Bar,  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  capital,  although  once 
the  east  gate,  on  which  the  rising  sun 
shone ; now  it  has  been  built  around 
on  all  sides,  and  the  gate  is  gone, 
the  name  only  remaining.  The  small 
plaza  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the 
long  line  of  streets  which  run  E.  from 
W.,  from  the  Prado  by  the  Calle  de 
Alcala,  and  then  by  the  Calle  Mayor 
to  the  river ; at  this  point  two  other 
important  streets,  the  Calle  de  la  Mon- 
tara,  and  Calle  de  las  Carretas,  the 
Bond  Street  and  Regent  Street  of  Ma- 
drid, running  N.and  S.,  cross  the  other 
two  almost  at  right  angles.  Thus  the 
Puerta  del  Sol  is  the  heart,  where  all 
the  greater  arteries  of  circulation  meet 
and  diverge,  the  centre  where  the 
stream  of  Madrid  life  and  the  tide  of 
affairs  flow  and  ebbs. 

The  shops  in  the  streets  which 
branch  from  it  are  the  most  fashion- 
Sp. 


able ; their  wares,  exposed  to  the  eye, 
speak  for  themselves.  Although  they 
cannot  at  all  be  compared  to  ours, 
which  burst  with  opulence  into  the 
streets,  yet  the  rest  of  the  Peninsula 
considers  them  to  be  the  magazine  of 
the  universe:  “You  will  get  it  at 
Madrid,”  says  the  shopkeeper  of  To- 
ledo, Leon,  Salamanca,  &c.,  when  asked 
by  the  foreigner  for  some  article  of 
commonest  necessity.  Recently  there 
is  an  improved  show  of  commodities, 
especially  of  French  millinery  and 
light  goods : but  everything  is  a day 
behind  the  fair,  and  articles  which  are 
out  of  fashion,  and  will  no  longer  sell 
beyond  the  Pyrenees,  here  figure  as 
the  last  novelties  of  the  season.  The 
shops  indicate  a limited  wealth ; but 
little  is  done  in  them  on  a really  grand 
scale;  business  is  paltry  and  passive, 
and  people  walk  about  as  if  they  had 
not  much  to  do,  still  less  to  spend ; the 
generality  of  native  shopkeepers  are 
without  empressement  or  prevenance, 
and  seem,  like  Orientals,  to  care  little 
whether  you  buy  of  them  or  not.  Even 
necessaries  are  dear : Madrid,  placed 
in  the  centre  of  Spain,  produckg  and 
supplying  nothing,  consumes  every- 
thing, like  an  exhausting  receiver : and 
as  all  that  enters  comes  from  a distance,, 
the  expense  is  enhanced  by  transport 
and  heavy  duties. 

The  makeshift  poverty  of  Madrid 
is  reveal  A1  during  the  Fcriu,  or  fair, 
which  begins  every  Sept.  21,  and  ends 
Oct.  4.  Then  the  contents  of  the  houses 
are  turned  out  of  doors,  and  their  naked- 
ness exposed ; then  the  only  “ Corte  ” 
becomes  one  brokers’  alley,  as  every 
family  that  has  anything  to  sell  ex- 
hibits the  article  in  the  street  Occa- 
sionally a good  book,  picture,  and  old 
Toledan  blade  might  be  picked  up ; 
but  sad  is  the  display — how  many  are 
anxious  to  sell,  how  few  to  buy.  It  is 
said  by  veteran  fair-loungers  that  the 
same  wares  appear  every  year,  just  as 
floating  rubbish  in  a mill-dam  keeps 
coming  up  and  down  in  one  vicious 
circle ; the  same  results  are  evident  in 
the  Almonedas,  or  sales  by  private 
contract,  and  the  auctions.  Subastas, 
a term  derived  from  the  Roman  Sub 
Ilasta, 
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The  south  side  of  the  Puerto,  del  Sol 
is  occupied  by  the  post-office,  the  Casa 
de  correos,  a large  isolated  square  edifice 
raised  in  17t>8  for  Charles  111.,  by  one 
M.  Jaime  Marquet : the  approach  and 
arrangements  have  been  deservedly 
criticised.  A strong  piquet  of  soldiers 
is  always  mounted  here,  for  the  build- 
ing serves  also  the  purposes  of  a mili- 
tary post.  Commanding,  as  it  does, 
the  central  hotbed  of  outbreak,  the 
fixed  bayonet  and  ball-cartridge  are 
absolutely  necessary.  Adjoining  to 
the  r.,  at  the  Casa  de  postas,  are  the 
mail  and  post-horse  establishments. 
Formerly  the  open  plaza  was  dis- 
figured by  a churrigueresque  fountain, 
the  work  of  the  heresiarch  Ribera. 
The  statue  of  Venus  on  it,  which  was 
called  by  the  people  Mariblanca , has 
been  removed  to  the  Plaza  de  las 
Descalzas. 

On  the  east  side  is  the  church  Nuestra 
Seiiora  del  buen  Suceso,  a paltry  build- 
ing with  an  illuminated  clock.  Here, 
in  spite  of  its  auspicious  name,  occurred 
a sad  scene  in  the  annals  of  Madrid. 
Murat  chose  this  church  and  its  patios 
for  one  place  of  his  terrorist  butcheries 
of  the  Dos  de  Mayo,  1 808.  Many  of  his 
victims  are  buried  here : read  the  in- 
scriptions, and  observe  the  Uma  in 
which  repose  the  ashes  of  Canon  Matias 
Vinuesa,  murdered  bythe  pseudo-pa- 
triots, May  4,  1821.  The  Buen  Suceso 
has  the  privilege  of  having  mass  per- 
formed so  late  as  2 o’clock  p.m.,  mid- 
day being  elsewhere  the  last  hour ; 
and  accordingly  it  is  the  grand  place 
of  rendezvous  of  fine  folk,  and  is  much 
crowded  on  holidays.  The  clock,  like 
that  of  our  Horse  Guards,  is  the  one  by 
which  people  who  value  time  set  their 
watches. 

Thus  religion,  letters,  and  locality, 
combine  to  render  the  Puerto  del  Sol 
the  real  national  Cortes,  or  congress, 
the  site  of  meetings  in  the  market- 
place, and  the  resort  of  quidnuncs  and 
the  many  who  have  nothing  to  do  in 
a city  without  trade  or  industry,  and 
who  begin  and  here  end  their  day : 
that  day,  which  indeed  is  of  small 
value, is  thus  wasted  in  a lazy  routine; 
and  doing  that  business  which  the  evil 
one  provides  for  the  idle. 


Here,  therefore,  all  who  wish  to  study 
character  and  costume  will  never  lack 
subjects'  for  pen  or  pencil;  for  the 
Madrilenian,  like  the  ancient,  lives  out 
of  doors,  /oris,  in  the  forum,  and  wisely 
prefers  the  cheerful  sun  to  his  own 
comfortless  home,  which  has  no  fire- 
side. All  this  is  the  classical  and 
Oriental  to  ayopcurOau  of  the  Athenian, 
who  did  little  else  but  “ either  tell  or 
hear  some  new  thing,”  as  it  is  the  pes- 
pertinum  forum  of  the  otiose  Horace, 
who  delighted  to  pick  up  the  last  bit 
of  correct  intelligence,  “ the  ephemeral 
lie  that  does  its  business  in  a day  and 
dies.”  Accordingly,  the  Spaniard  takes 
up  a position  on  this  forum  of  the 
Puerto  del  Sol,  cloaked  like  a Roman, 
while  a cigar  and  the  Gazeta  indicate 
modern  civilization,  and  soothe  him 
with  empty  vapour. 

The  blind  are  here  the  usual  itine- 
rant vendors  of  the  broad  sheet,  “ se- 
cond editions,”  lying  bulletins,  and 
flying  handbills,  Buletines  y hojas  vo- 
lant es.  Indeed,  it  is  quite  a proverb  to 
say  of  one  whose  vision  is  going,  Estd 
ya  para  ir  a vender  gazetas ; and  the 
blind  are  the  fit  guides  of  those  stone 
blind  who  believe  in  the  romances 
which  are  printed  and  circulated  in 
this  heart  and  brain  of  Madrid.  And 
who  can  doubt  the  authority  of  the 
religio  loci,  the  Puerta  del  Sol  f Quis 
solem  dicere  falsum  audeat  ? Nor  can 
it  be  denied,  in  spite  of  the  clouds  of 
cigars,  smoke,  ana  lies,  that  the  shrewd 
people  do,  somehow  or  other,  arrive  at 
some  truth  at  last. 

Observe  the  singular  groups  of  sal- 
low, unshorn,  hungry,  bandit-looking 
men,  with  fierce-flashing  eyes  and 
thread-bare  shorn  capas,  which  cluster 
like  bees  round  the  reader  of  some 
“ authentic  letter.”  These  form  two  of 
the  three  classes  into  which  a large 
portion  of  all  who  wear  long-tailed 
coats  may  be  divided. 

The  Pretendientes  or  place-hunters, 
y Cesantes  or  the  turned-out  of  office, 
polish  the  pavement  of  the  Puerta  del 
Sol,  with  the  restlessness  of  caged  wild 
beasts,  for  this  is  the  den  of  the  Empleo- 
maniacos,  the  victims  of  that  madness 
for  place  which  is  the  peculiar  disease 
of  Madrid ; they  are  the  buzzers  about 
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of  “ reports  of  the  best  informed 
circles,”  from  the  fiery  treason  to  the 
chilling  whisper,  the  susurro,  the  se  dice 
en  el  pueblo,  the  personal  abuse,  the 
enveuomed  calumny,  the  plausible  in- 
sinuation ; and  all  this  either  dignified 
by  the  splendid  phraseology  of  the 
Castilian  idiom,  or  enlivened  by  the 
mocking  satire,  cutting  sarcasm,  and 
epigrammatic  wit,  in  which  the  dra- 
matic serio-comic  Spaniards  have  few 
rivals. 

The  interjections  “ Es /also,”  “ men- 
tira,"  “ mientes,"  are  in  every  one’s 
mouth  ; nor  is  this  giving  the  lie, 
which  in  honest  England  is  the  deadly 
insult,  often  resented.  This  Asiatic 
Doblez  (the  Italian  Furberia ),  or  du- 
plicity, is  the  more  deceptive  because 
it  is  accompanied  by  a grave,  high- 
bred manner  and  plausible  apparent 
frankness  which  seems  honesty  itself, 
and  is  quite  edifying  to  those  who  do 
not  know  this  strange  Oriental  people ; 
but,  as  the  Duke  said,  who  was  truth 
personified,  “ It  is  difficult  to  under- 
stand Spaniards  correctly,  they  are 
such  a mixture  of  low  intrigue  coupled 
with  extreme  haughtiness  of  manner  ” 
(‘  Disp.’  Dec.  13,  1810). 

The  Puerto  del  Sol  is  the  haunt  of 
beggars  and  theatre  of  rifas,  or  raffle 
lotteries.  Sometimes  the  prizes  are 
trinkets  for  the  fair  sex,  pictures  of 
saints,  a fat  pig,  or  broad  ounces  of  red 
gold.  The  dandies  and  Bond-street 
loungers  resort  in  consequence  of  this 
low  life  to  the  tiendas  de  quincalla  in 
the  Calle  de  la  Montera ; next  we 
enter  the  Calle  de  Alcala,  which 
is  one  of  the  finest  streets  in  Europe, 
being  placed  on  a gentle  slope,  and  with 
just  curve  enough  to  be  graceful. 
This  great  aorta  widens  like  a river, 
disemboguing  its  living  streams  into 
the  Prado.  The  perfect  effect  is  de- 
stroyed by  the  lowness  of  some  of  the 
houses,  which  are  not  in  proportion  to 
the  width  which  they  fringe  ; hut  the 
glare  in  summer  is  terrific,  and  Espar- 
tero  deserves  well  for  having  planted 
the  acacias.  Meanwhile  the  chill  blasts 
from  the  snow  - capt  Guadarrama, 
piercing  the  cross-streets,  blow  out  the 
brief  taper  of  Madrilenian  life. 

The  first  edifice  to  the  1.  is  the  fine 


quadrilong  former  Aduana  or  custom- 
house, built  in  1769  for  Charles  III., 
by  Lieut.  Gen.  Sabatini,  R.A.  The 
east  and  west  fronts  are  ignoble,  but 
the  facade  to  the  street  is  handsome  ; 
the  shield  and  Famas  are  by  Michel, 
and  add  little  to  his  fame ; while  the 
stone  satyrs  outside  smile  at  the  former 
farce  of  business  done  within,  and  the 
facilities  afforded  without  to  fraud. 
The  custom-house  is  now  removed  to 
the  Casa  del  Posito,  Paseo  de  los  Re- 
coletos,  and  this  building  made  over  to 
the  finance  minister,  to  the  Ministerio 
de  la  Hacienda  y Directiones  del  Ramo. 

Adjoining  is  the  Royal  Academy  of 
San  Fernando,  a Bourbon  exotic, 
founded  in  1744,  when  the  French 
heroic  mode  in  art,  t.  e.  full-bottom  wigs 
and  Roman  togas,  was  all  the  vogue  ; 
it  was  removed  here  in  1744.  Philip 
IV.  had  wished  to  create  one,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  jealousy,  hatred,  and 
uncharitableness  of  the  artists  towards 
each  other  (Carducho,  ‘Dial.’  158). 
Attached  to  the  Museo  is  a collection 
of  natural  history ; but  vainly  did 
Charles  III.  inscribe  over  the  portal 
that  this  was  to  be  the  lodging  of  art 
and  nature  under  one  and  the  same 
roof:  the  royal  academicians,  second- 
rate  imitators  of  other  men’s  works,  not 
of  Nature,  have  effectually  barred  the 
banns.  This  establishment  has  too 
often  been  the  hotl>ed  of  jobs,  and  the 
nurse  of  mediocrity.  Founded  osten- 
sibly with  a view  of  restoring  expiring 
art,  it  was  called  in  too  late ; nor  was 
it  a humane  society  which  could  resus- 
citate a really  and  not  an  apparently 
dead  patient  It  came  rather  to  smo- 
ther the  last  spark  of  nationality,  then 
proceeded  to  “ hoist  signals  of  art  in 
distress  ” by  hanging  up  its  copied  in- 
anities as  proudly  as  an  undertaker 
puts  up  a hatchment.  It  has  never 
created  even  a tolerable  artist. 

The  Academy  possesses  some  300 
second-rate  pictures,  the  gleanings 
from  royal  private  and  sequestered 
collections;  among  them  are  about  a 
dozen  or  so  good  paintings ; a set  of 
small  coloured  terra-cotta  figures,  re- 
presenting the  massacre  of  the  Inno- 
cents, &c.,  has  recently  been  added, 
from  the  confiscated  gallery  of  Don 
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Carlo?,  and  deserve  notice.  A printed 
catalogue  of  the  contents  of  ten  saloons 
is  sold  at  the  door.  The  gallery  is 
open  to  the  public  on  Mondays  and 
Fridays,  and  always  to  foreigners. 
There  are  some  reserved  rooms  up- 
stairs, which  however  are  shown  on 
application,  and  for  a fee:  on  the 
ground-floor  is  a collection  of  plaster 
cagts  made  by  Meugs,  in  the  hopes  of 
furnishing  models  from  antique  sculp- 
ture, in  which  Spain  is  so  very  defi- 
cient. 

The  reception  pictures  of  the  R.  A.’s 
are  specimens  of  a bad  Mengs  style  run 
mad.  The  gingerbread  throne-room 
glitters  with  portraits  of  the  Spanish 
Bourbons,  from  the  baboon  head  of 
Charles  III.  to  the  porcine  sensuality 
of  Ferdinand  VII.;  these  and  their 
consorts,  fit  mates,  are  as  fine  as 
feathers,  flounces,  lace,  and  dia- 
monds can  make  them;  everything 
sparkles  6ave  their  dull  eyes,  every- 
thing is  princely  save  their  faces : the 
originals  seem  to  have  been  made 
by  nature’s  “journeymen,”  fiddlers, 
grooms  of  the  bedchamber,  confessors, 
and  so  forth.  They  are  painted  by 
Los  Senores,  Xavier  Ramos,  Lopez, 
Cruz,  Estevd,  R.A.'s,  and  some  others 
who  are  rien,  pas  meme  academicien. 
There  are  some  good  things  by  Ribera 
and  Moya ; observe  in  the  first  saloon 
“a  Christ  crucified ;”  and  “ a Christ  in 
purple,”  by  Alonso  Cano;  “a  Christ 
before  Pilate,”  by  Morales.  The 
grand  Murillo  is  called  “ El  Tirioso,” 
in  which  Santa  Isabel  of  Hungary  is 
applying  remedies  to  the  scabby  head 
of  a pauper  urchin  ; she  is  full  of  ten- 
derness, but  the  sores  are  too  truly 
painted  to  be  agreeable,  for  they  recall 
the  critique  of  Pliny  (xxxiv.  9)  on  a 
similar  picture  of  Leontinus,  cujus  hul- 
ceris  dolorem  sentire  etiam  spectantes 
videntur ; but  her  saint-like  charity 
ennobles  these  horrors,  which  her  wo- 
man’s eye  dares  not  look  on,  but  her 
royal  hand  does  not  refuse  to  heal,  and 
how  gently  ; her  beautiful,  almost 
divine  head  contrasts  with  that  of  the 
beggar  hag  in  the  foreground.  This 
noble  picture  was  carried  off  from  La 
Caridad,  of  which  in  subject  it  was  the 
appropriate  gem,  for  the  Louvre ; but 


Waterloo  restored  it  to  Spain,  if  not  to 
the  fair  Bsetis.  It  was  detained  on  its 
passage  ’by  the  Royal  Academy ; yet 
the  sainted  Isabel,  although  delivered, 
had  not  escaped  French  defilement, 
having  been  overcleaned  and  repainted, 
especially  in  the  r.  corner  below. 

Next  observe  a good  bronze  Minerva. 
In  the  second  saloon  are  two  superb 
Murillos,  also  taken  by  Soult  from 
Santa  Maria  la  Blanca  at  Seville,  also 
sent  to  Paris  and  rescued,  like  Santa 
Isabel.  These  glorious  pictures  repre- 
sent the  legend  of  the  dream  of  el 
Patricio  Romano,  which  preceded  the 
building  the  Santa  Maria  la  Mayor  at 
Rome  under  Pope  Liberius,  about  the 
year  360;  they  are  semi-circular  in 
shape,  to  fit  the  gaps  still  visible  at 
Seville.  The  paintings  in  the  angles 
are  an  unfortunate  perfectionneinent, 
added  in  France,  and  distract  from  the 
originals,  which  were  both  ruthlessly 
overcleaned  in  Paris,  and  have  since 
been  much  repainted  by  one  Garcia. 
The  Dream,  the  best  of  the  two,  is  an 
exquisite  representation  of  the  senti- 
ment sleep.  The  Roman  senator  is 
dressed  like  a Spanish  hidalgo,  for  the 
localism  and  Espavolismo  of  Murillo 
scorned  even  to  borrow  costume  from 
the  foreigner;  the  patrician  has  quite 
a Shakspere  look : he  is  fast  asleep  at 
his  siesta,  and  no  wonder,  since  he 
holds  a large  book,  a geya  kokov.  and 
an  undoubted  soporific.  The  Virgin 
in  the  air  points  out  the  site  of  the 
future  church.  The  companion  pic- 
ture, where  the  dreamer  explains  his 
vision  to  the  pontiff,  is  painted  in  the 
vaporoso  style  : the  distant  procession 
is  admirable. 

Observe  also  a Hercules  and  Om- 
phale,  said  to  be  by  Rubens  [?].  The 
bronzes  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II. 
are  by  Leon  Leoni ; those  of  Conde 
Duque  and  John  of  Austria  are  by 
Pedro  Tacca.  In  the  third  room  is  a 
copy  of  theSpasimo  de  Sicilia,  by  Juan 
Carrena  (1614 — 1685).  In  the  fourth 
saloon  are  four  finely  painted  monks 
by  Zurbaran,  especially  one  of  Jero- 
nimo Perez,  with  a book.  In  the  sixth 
and  seventh  room  are  the  R.  A.  per- 
formances — longe  fuge  ! In  the 
! seventh,  which  is  the  last  saloon,  there 
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is  however  a fine  old  Pieta  by  Mo- 
rales. » 

The  annual  exhibitions  of  the  R. 
A.’s  and  their  compeers  take  place  in 
these  rooms  in  September,  but  the 
spirit  of  aucient  Spanish  national  art 
has  fled,  and  painting,  which  rose 
with  the  united  monarchy,  has  shared 
in  its  fall,  perishing  under  the  fo- 
reigner. Now  everything  is  borrowed  ; 
there  is  neither  high  art  nor  original- 
ity : the  best  modern  painters  are  but 
mediocrities.  Gutierrez  is  a copier  of 
Murillo,  Villamil  of  our  Roberts,  but 
at  a most  respectful  distance.  Alonso, 
Ribera,  Esquivel,  look  up  to  Madrazo, 
who  with  his  R.A.’s  follows  in  the 
wake  of  Mengs  and  David,  of  whom 
their  style  is  often  au  exaggeration. 
They  have  learnt  a mannerism  which 
precludes  and  defies  a return  to  nature, 
and  their  ait  has  become  a pale  copy 
of  other  men’s  ideas  and  works ; under 
the  R.  Academical  hothouse  it  pines 
a sickly  forced  exotic,  and  is  no  longer 
the  vigorous  plant  of  the  wild  but  rich 
soil  of  Spain. 

In  the  second  floor  is  the  Gabinete 
Je  Ciencias  naturales,  which  occupies 
eight  rooms,  formed  by  Charles  III.: 
it  was  pillaged  and  disorganised  by 
the  French,  but  Ferdinand  VII.  did 
what  he  could  to  repair  and  restore  it. 
It  is  rich  in  Spanish  minerals  and 
marbles.  There  is  a poor  sort  of  a 
guide-book.  * Paseo  per  el  gabinete 
natural,’  Juan  Mieg,  8vo.  1819.  Zoo- 
logy, ornithology,  and  natural  history 
have  been  too  long  neglected  in  Spain  ; 
but  this  Gabinete  is  now  under  the 
direction  of  a Catalan  named  Graells, 
from  whom  better  things  may  be  ex- 
pected. The  school  of  mining  is  also 
well  managed  by  Senor  Prado. 

The  specimens  of  marbles  are  splen- 
did, and  show  what  treasures  yet  re- 
main buried  in  the  Peninsula ; the 
ledges  of  the  cabinets  are  lined  with 
the  choicest  varieties.  Observe  the 
Verde  Antique,  from  el  Barranca  de 
San  Juan,  near  Granada;  the  brown 
jaspers,  from  Lanjaron;  agates,  from 
Aracena ; crystallized  sulphurs,  from 
Conit ; lead  ores  of  every  tint,  from 
the  Sierra  de  Gador  ; copper,  from 
Jtia  tinto ; the  celebrated  lump  of  vir- 


gin gold,  from  the  Sonora  mine,  weigh- 
ing 164  lbs.,  has  recently  been  stolen, 
no  mineralogical  knowledge  being  ne- 
cessary to  discover  its  value;  there 
remains,  however,  a virgin  mass  of 
silver,  of  250  lbs. ; one  of  copper,  of 
200  lbs.  The  grand  object  of  the 
Spanish  gypsies  is  the  large  loadstone 
La  Piedra  Iman,  aud  they  are  always 
plotting  how  to  bteal  this  Bar  Lachi, 
which  they  believe  to  be  a love  pliiltre 
and  a talisman  against  policemen,  ex- 
cise otficers,  aud  the  devil. 

The  animal  kiugdom  is  less  rich 
than  the  mineral,  but  possesses  el 
j Megaterio,  the  skeleton  of  a megathe- 
l rion,  which  was  found  in  1789,  near 
the  river  Lujan,  13  L.  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  sent  home  by  the  viceroy 
Loreto.  It  is  the  largest  aud  most 
perfect  semi-fossil  in  existence,  aud 
the  elephant  near  it  looks  diminutive. 
There  are  also  three  rooms  not  shown 
to  the  public,  which  should  be  in- 
spected : a silver  key  unlocks  the  doors. 
They  contain  some  S.  American,  In- 
dian, Chinese,  Moorish,  and  mixed 
curiosities  of  no  great  rarity  or  interest 
to  those  accustomed  to  the  better  collec- 
tions of  Europe.  Th.ere  are  also  some 
anatomical  preparations  and  foetuses. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  is 
La  Casa  de  los  Her  os,  a great  Almacen 
de  Cristales,  and  near  it  the  Deposilo 
Hidrograjico  founded  by  Charles  III., 
and  built  by  Rodriguez,  and  where 
there  is  a tolerable  library,  and  some 
instruments  for  nautical  and  astrono- 
mical purposes.  Lower  down  on  the 
same  side  of  the  street  is  the  house  of 
the  Conde  de  Parsent,  which,  since 
1814,  has  been  the  residence  of  the 
English  embassy,  and  in  which  a more 
sustained  and  splendid  hospitality  has 
been  shown  than  in  any  ten  houses  of 
any  of  the  grandees.  It  is  about  to  be 
pulled  down,  having  been  bought  by 
Senor  Salamanca  for  30,000/. ; and  it 
will  not  be  easy  to  find  so  suitable  a 
residence.  Opposite,  at  the  N.E.  cor- 
ner, is  the  conspicuous  square  palace 
La  Buena  Vista,  which  was  built 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  century 
by  the  extravagant  Duchess  of  Alva. 
It  was  bought  by  the  Madrid  munici- 
pality, and  given  by  them  to  toady 
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Godoy,  then  in  the  height  of  power. 
Confiscated  in  1806,  it  was  next  made 
the  military  Museo,  in  which  speci- 
mens of  curious  artillery  and  models 
of  fortresses,  &c.  were  placed.  These, 
when  Espartero  was  regent,  and  lived 
here,  were  removed  to  the  Buen  Re- 
tiro : the  suite  of  rooms  inside  is  noble. 

At  the  end  of  the  street  run  the 
planted  and  public  walks ; the  Prado 
opens  to  the  r.,  while  to  the  1.  a less 
frequented  avenue  leads  to  the  Puerto 
de  los  Recoletos,  and  a new  alameda. 
the  Fuente  Castellano,  and  Delicias  de 
Isabel  II.  ; outside  the  gate  is  the  spot 
destined  for  the  English  cemetery. 

Continuing  our  walk  is  the  Puerto 
de  Alcala,  built  in  1778  for  Charles 
III.,  by  Sabatini.  It  is  the  finest  gate 
in  Madrid,  being  merely  ornamental ; 
for  the  walls,  a mean  girdle  to  the 
“only  court,”  are  of  mud,  and  might 
be  jumped  over  by  a tolerably  active 
Remus ; but  they  were  never  intended 
for  defence  against  any  invaders  except 
smuggled  cigars ; yet  although  they 
might  be  battered  down  with  garban- 
zos , this  architectural  ornament  was 
mutilated  by  the  French,  whose  spor- 
tive cannon-balls  were  especially  di- 
rected at  it ; — Te  saxa  loquuntur. 

To  the  1.  is  the  Plaza  de  Toros, 
which  was  built  in  1749,  to  support 
the  hospitals.  It  is  about  1100  feet  in 
circumference,  and  will  hold  12,000 
spectators.  In  an  architectural  point 
of  view  it  is  shabbier  than  in  many 
provincial  towns.  The  bull-fights  at 
Madrid  are  first-rate ; they  begin  in 
April  and  continue  until  Novemt»er ; 
they,  generally  take  place  on  St.  Mon- 
days, and  in  the  afternoon ; however, 
ample  notice  is  given  by  placards. 
The  aficionado  will,  of  course,  ride 
out  the  previous  morning  to  el  Arroyo 
de  Abroniyal,  and  see  what  the  Ganado 
is  like  ; he  will  also  secure  a ticket  on 
the  shady  side  of  the  Plaza,  and  post 
himself  between  the  Calle  de  A leal  A 
and  the  Plaza  half  an  hour  before  the 
opening  the  doors  to  see  the  arrival  of 
the  mob:  what  a din  and  dust,  what 
costumes  and  calesas,  what  wild  drivers 
running  outside,  what  picturesque  ma- 
nolos  and  manolas  inside  ; now  indeed 
we  are  in  Spain,  and  no  mistake. 


The  toros  for  this  plaza  generally 
come  from  the  pastures  of  the  Jarama : 
that  breed  was  famous  even  among  the 
Moors,  but  every  aficionado  will  read 
the  splendid  description  of  one  in  Ga- 
zul’s  ballad,  “ Estando  toda  la  Carte?’ 
(Duran,  i.  36). 

Opposite  are  the  gardens  of  the  Buen 
Retiro,  and  their  gate  la  Glurieta.  Re- 
turning to  the  Prado,  the  view  is  very 
striking.  The  Prado,  a name  familiar 
to  all,  is  the  Prater,  the  Hyde-park  of 
Madrid ; here,  on  the  winter  days  from 
three  to  five  and  summer  evenings  from 
eight  to  twelve,  all  the  rank,  beauty, 
and  fashion  appear. 

The  Prado,  “ the  meadow,”  in  the 
time  of  Philip  IV.  was  a wooded  dip 
renowned  for  murder  and  intrigue  po- 
litical and  amatory.  It  was  levelled 
and  planted  by  the  Conde  de  Aranda, 
under  Charles  III.,  and  laid  out  by 
Jose  Hermonsilla  in  garden-walks : 
the  length,  from  the  Atocha  convent  to 
the  Portillo  de  Recoletos,  is  9650  feet; 
the  most  frequented  portion,  “el  Salon,” 
extends  from  the  Calle  de  Alcala  to  the 
Calle  de  San  Jeronimo,  and  is  1450  feet 
long  by  200  wide.  The  Salon  termi- 
nates with  the  fountain  of  Neptune, 
sculptured  by  one  Juan  de  Mena.  Of 
the  seven  other  fountains  those  of 
Apollo  and  Cybele  are  most  admired  ; 
but  these  stony  things  are  as  nothing 
to  the  living  groups  of  all  age,  colour, 
and  costume,  which  walk  and  talk, 
ogle  and  nod,  or  sit  and  smoke.  The 
Prado,  a truly  Spanish  thing  and  scene, 
is  unique ; and  as  there  is  nothing  like 
it  in  Europe,  and  oh,  wonder ! as  there 
are  no  English  on  it,  it  fascinates  all 
who  pass  the  Pyrenees.  Its  eternal 
sameness  is  lost  to  the  guest  who  tarries 
but  a week,  while  to  the  native  custom 
does  not  stale,  nay  the  very  sameness 
has  a charm  among  a people  who  hate 
innovations.  The  company  is  most  ob- 
servant of  forms  and  ceremonies,  and 
strictly  decent  in  appearances,  and  in 
all  that  the  correct  French  call  les  con- 
venances ; nothing  here,  or  indeed  any- 
where in  Spain,  offends  the  public  eye. 
The  Prado  is  a noisy,  dusty  scene,  and 
to  all  but  the  natives  is  but  a poor  thing 
after  all : as  no  grass,  no  continental 
apology  for  English  lawn  grows  on 
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this  so-called  meadow,  a modest  mis- 
nomer after  the  fashion  of  Les  Champs 
Elyses  of  Parisian  paradise.  No 
flowers  enamel  this  Prado,  save  those 
offered  by  impertinent  daughters  of 
Flora.  Fire  and  water,  Candela,  Fuego  ! 
y quien  quiere  aqua  t resound  on  every 
side : Murillo-like  urchins  run  about 
with  lighted  rope-ends  for  smokers,  i.  e. 
for  ninety-nine  out  of  one  hundred 
males,  while  Aguadores  follow  the  fire, 
like  engines,  with  fresh  water,  for  your 
Spaniard  is  as  adust  as  his  soil,  and 
thirsty  as  Vesuvius. 

Strange  as  the  Prado  still  appears, 
it  is  sadly  fallen  off  from  the  good  old 
times  before  the  fatal  invasion  and  the 
nuevo  program ; every  afternoon  the 
march  of  transpyrenean  intellect  and 
civilization  is  crushing  some  national 
costume  and  custom.  Buonaparte  never 
inflicted  more  injuries  to  Spanish  man 
than  “ your  little  French  milliner”  or 
tnodisla  has  done  to  the  daughter  of  the 
say  a y mantilla. 

On  the  Prado,  the  mirror  of  Madrid, 
will  be  seen  the  influence  of  the  fo- 
reigner, for  whom  in  words  the  Spa- 
niards profess  such  contempt,  but 
whose  deeds  are  iudeed  at  variance 
with  the  boast  of  every  mouth,  “ Los 
Espaiioles  sobre  todos."  Here  they  do 
their  best  to  denationalize  themselves, 
and  to  destroy  with  suicidal  hand  their 
greatest  merit,  which  is  the  being 
Spanish  ; for  Spain's  best  attractions 
are  those  which  are  characteristic  of 
herself.  The  Roman  toga,  the  capa,  is 
giving  way  to  the  English  paletot,  and 
the  graceful  veil,  the  mantilla,  to  Boule- 
vard bonnets.  Here  all  that  is  imitated 
is  poor  and  second-rate,  and  displeases 
the  foreigner,  who  can  see  the  originals 
much  better  at  home  ; hence  the  never- 
failing  interest  which  the  lower  classes 
present.  They,  by  continuing  to  be 
national  and  out-and-out  Spanish,  are 
always  racy  and  respectable,  and,  so 
far  from  being  ridiculous,  like  the 
better  classes,  are  the  delight  and  ad- 
miration of  the  rest  of  the  world.  The 
Prado,  as  it  approaches  the  Plaza  de 
Alocha,  becomes  more  umbrageous  aud 
quiet.  This  is  the  favourite  site  of 
bores,  lovers,  and  button-holders. 

Advancing  to  the  1.  is  the  simple 


pyramidical  monument  of  the  Dos  de 
Mayo,  raised  to  the  manes  of  the  vic- 
tims of  Murat,  on  what  is  called  il 
Campo  de  la  Lealdad — The  Field  of 
Loyalty.  It  was  begun  in  1814  by 
the  Cortes,  but  was  stopped  by  Ferdi- 
nand VII.,  in  whose  eyes  the  senators 
and  heroes  of  the  war  of  independence 
found  no  favour,  because  of  their  re- 
forming tendencies.  Here  the  Casti- 
lian Leon  puts  its  paw  on  the  whole 
globe.  The  anniversary  of  the  2nd 
of  May  is  celebrated  like  our  5th  of 
November.  The  French  consider  this 
to  be  an  affront,  and  offensive  to  their 
honneur  ; but  the  annual  solemnity  is  a 
record  and  a warning,  for  the  past  is 
the  prophet  of  the  future.  The  bloody 
history  is  soon  told.  Murat  arrived  at 
Madrid  March  23,  1 808,  as  a “ friend 
but  Buouaparte,  whose  Spanish  policy 
was  ruse  uoublee  de  force,  wishing  to 
strike  a blow  of  terrorism,  knew  his 
instrument,  as  it  was  this  man  who, 
with  Loison,  had  massacred  the  Pa- 
risians with  grape-shot,  Oct.  5,  1795. 
The  forced  departure  of  the  king’6 
brothers  was  resented  by  the  citizens  ; 
angry  cries  were  heard,  and  the  mob 
were  sabred  by  the  French.  A truce  was 
then  agreed  between  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities and  Murat,  who  pledged  his 
honour  to  observe  it ; and  then,  the  in- 
stant quiet  was  restored,  seized  old  and 
young,  lay  and  clergy,  and  on  the  next 
day  constituted  a military  commission, 
headed  by  Grouchy,  when  hundreds 
were  put  to  death  on  the  Prado  as  being 
the  most  public  place.  The  appalling 
details  are  given  by  Toreno  and  Blanco 
White  (Lett,  xii.),  eye-witnesses ; see 
also  Foy  (Hi.  172)and  Schepeler  (i.  53). 
But  Murat  only  sought  to  intimidate : 
“ La  journee  d’hier  donne  l’Espague  a 
l’Empereur,”  w rote  he.  Poor  F ranconi 
fool  1 that  day  lost  even  France  to  his 
master,  while  the  fate  of  the  two  agents 
satisfied  poetical  justice.  A ball  at 
Pizzo,  Oct.  13,  1815,  sent  “ le  beau  sa- 
breur  * to  his  account,  executed  under 
the  summary  provisions  of  another  of 
his  -own  Draco  enactments;  aud 
Grouchy  is  mixed  up  with  the  down- 
fall of  the  prime  mover  of  the  tragedy. 

Buonaparte,  when  he  discovered  that 
terrorism  had  only  exasperated  all 
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Spain,  replaced  his  blundering  execu- 
tioner by  Savary,  reeking  from  the 
murder  of  Enghien.  This  fit  tool  of 
his  Machiavellianism  soon  managed 
to  kidnap  Ferdinand  VII.,  who,  when 
warned  of  the  trap,  refused,  says  even 
Foy  (iii.  147),  to  believe  the  project. 
“ La  seule  idee  d’une  si  horrible  per- 
fidie  c'tait  une  injure  h la  grande  ame 
d’un  .Her as  tel  que  Napoleon.’’ 

The  Spanish  heroes  of  the  Vos  de 
Mayo  were  named  Jacinto  Ruiz,  Luis 
Daoiz,  and  Pedro  Velarde.  These 
officers  of  artillery  refused  to  obey 
when  ordered  to  surrender  their  cannon 
to  the  Freuch  : the  two  latter  perished. 
The  philosophy  of  the  Spanish  war  of 
independence  was  Espaholismo , i.  e. 
impatience  under  foreign  dictation; 
the  conduct  was  accident,  impulse  of 
the  moment,  personal  bravery,  and 
contempt  of  discipline.  Here  three 
individuals,  with  only  three  cannon 
and  ten  cartridges,  disobeyed  orders, 
and  dared  to  pit  their  weakness  and 
want  of  preparation,  against  the 
strength  of  a most  military  and  power- 
fully organized  foe  ; they  had  nothing 
fixed,  but  their  great  courage,  ana 
greater  hatred  of  the  invader,  and  they 
represented  their  countrymen  at  large. 
And  although  routed,  because  exposed 
to  unequal  chances  by  their  inexpe- 
rienced chiefs,  and  left  “ wanting  of 
every  thiug  in  the  critical  moment’’ 
by  their  miserable  junta#  and  govern- 
ments. yet  thousands  of  Spaniards,  pro- 
digal of  life  as  Moslems,  rose  to  re- 
place them  in  this  holy  war.  The  fu- 
gitives carried  the  sad  details  into  the 
provinces,  like  blood  summons  of  the 
East  (Judg.  xx.  6).  The  cross  of  fire 
passed  from  hand  to  hand,  its  sparks 
fell  on  a prepared  train,  which  ex- 
ploded throughout  the  land.  The  flame 
blazed  out  in  an  iEtna  eruption,  oue 
heart  beat  in  the  bosoms  of  the  masses, 
one  cry,  “ Mueran  lot  gavachos  ” — 
“ Death  to  the  miscreant  French” — 
burst  from  every  mouth.  The  honest 
people  neither  required  “ fanatic  monks 
nor  English  gold  ” to  rouse  them,  as 
the  Buonapartists  falsely  stated ; it  was 
a national  instinct . honour  therefore 
eternal  is  due  to  the  brave  and  noble 
people  of  Spain. 


Turn  now  to  the  1.  and  enter  the 
Biten  lletiro.  This  large  extent  of 
ruined  buildings  and  pretty  gardens 
was  laid  out  by  the  Conde  Duque  de 
Olivares  as  a “ pleasant  retreat  ” for 
Philip  IV.,  and  in  order  to  divert 
his  attention  from  politics  and  his 
country’s  decay.  Here  was  erected  a 
palace  and  a theatre,  in  which  the 
plays  of  Lope  de  Vega  were  acted ; 
the  former,  however,  was  burnt  by 
accident,  when  many  fine  pictures  by 
Titian  and  Velazquez  perished  : it  was 
rebuilt  by  Ferdiuand  VI.,aud  its  present 
desolation  is  the  work  of  the  invaders, 
who  selected  this  commanding  position 
for  a strong  military  post  from  whence 
they  could  terrorize  Madrid : then  the 
theatre,  palace,  gardens,  museo,  ob- 
servatory, were  all  “ vandalized,”  to 
use  the  phrase  of  Minano  (v.  343). 

Entering  by  the  Pelota  gate,  are  the 
remains  of  the  convent  of  San  Jero- 
nimo, founded  by  Heurique  IV.  in 
honour  of  a tournament  given  there  to 
the  English  ambassador  by  Beltran  de 
la  Cueva.  Ferdinand  and  Isabella 
added  much  to  the  edifice,  which  was 
one  of  the  few  fine  Gothic  specimens 
in  Madrid,  and  its  Westminster  Abbey, 
being  filled  with  marble  sepulchres  of 
soldiers  and  statesmen ; but  every- 
thing was  smashed  to  pieces  by  the 
invaders.  In  this  convent  the  jura, 
or  swearing  allegiance  to  the  kings  of 
Spain,  took  place  at  their  succession  ; 
a ceremony  which  is  equivalent  to  our 
coronation.  Here  in  June,  1833,  Ferd. 
VII.  summoned  a Cortes  to  ratify  the 
succession  of  Isabel  II.  The  Proceres 
or  house  of  peers,  created  by  the  Esta- 
mento  real  of  1834,  sat  in  el  cason,  or 
banqueting-room.  This,  to  us  a mock 
house  of  lords,  or  rather  imitation  of 
a states-geueral,  was  soon  swept  away 
in  the  mania  for  revolution  and  re- 
form, which  mistook  inuovation  for 
renovation.  This  Estamento  was  the 
invention  of  Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  a 
moderate  and  copyist  of  France.  The 
Senadures,  as  they  are  now  culled,  or 
upper  house,  sit  in  the  Santa  Maria 
de  Aragon,  near  los  Ministerios. 

The  banqueting  or  ball-room,  painted 
by  Giordano  in  his  loose,  dashing, 
Luca  Ja  presto  manner,  was  much 
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damaged  by  the  French.  The  Gabi- 
nete  Topoyrafico  and  Museo  militar 
have  been  moved  here  from  the  Buena 
Vista:  send  before  for  an  order  of 
admission,  or  Esquela  de  entrada. 
There  are  two  sections : the  first, 
destined  to  the  ordnance  department, 
contains  a good  collection  of  matters 
appertaining  to  artillery  and  engineer- 
ing practice.  The  second,  or  el  Gabi- 
nete,  is  more  curious,  and  in  it  are 
many  admirably  executed  fee-simile 
models.  Observe  particularly  the  ac- 
curate plan  of  Madrid,  the  work  of 
Col.  Leon  Gil  Palacio,  which  conveys 
a bird’s-eye  view  of  the  capital,  as  if 
seen  from  a balloon.  Examine  also 
the  original  model  for  the  projected 
palace  by  Jubara,  the  cost  of  which 
alone  would  have  built  a common 
house.  In  the  Museo  are  excellent 
models  of  citadels  and  ports,  especially 
those  of  Cadiz,  Gibraltar,  Gerona,  and 
Figueras. 

Near  this  quarter  was  la  China,  or 
royal  porcelain  manufactory,  founded 
by  Charles  III.,  who  brought  work- 
men from  his  similar  fabric  at  Capo  de 
Monte,  Naples.  Everything  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  invaders,  ana  made  by 
them  into  a fortification,  which  sur- 
rendered, with  200  cannon,  Aug.  14, 
1812,  to  the  Duke.  It  was  blown  up 
■Oct.  30,  by  Lord  Hill,  when  the  mis- 
conduct of  Ballesteros  compelled  him 
to  evacuate  Madrid.  Now  la  China 
is  one  of  the  standing  lies  and  afran- 
cesado  calumnies  against  us,  as  it  is 
stated  that  we,  the  English,  destroyed 
this  manufactory  from  commercial  jea- 
lousy, because  it  was  a rival  to  our 
potteries.  “ What  can  be  done  (as 
the  Duke  said)  with  such  libels  but 
despise  them  ? There  is  no  end  of  the 
calumnies  against  me  and  the  army, 
and  I should  have  no  time  to  do  any- 
thing else  if  I were  to  begin  either  to 
refute  or  even  to  notice  them  ” (Disp. 
Oct.  16,  1813).  This  “invention  of 
the  enemy  ’’  is  nevertheless  repeated 
by  Sefior  Meilado  in  his  Guia  of 
1846,  p.  93. 

The  real  plain  truth  is  this.  The 
French  broke  the  olios,  and  converted 
the  manufactory  into  a hostile,  which, 
and  not  the  pipkins,  was  destroyed  by 


the  English,  who  now,  so  far  from 
dreading  any  Spanish  competition, 
have  actually  introduced  their  system 
of  pottery ; and  accordingly  very  fair 
china  is  now  made  at  Madrid,  and  by 
English  workmen.  As  at  Seville,  a 
convent  converted  by  Soult  into  a 
citadel,  is  now  made  a hardware  ma- 
nufactory by  our  countryman  Mr. 
Pickinan.  Ferdinand  VII.  on  his  re- 
storation recreated  la  China,  removing 
the  workshops  and  ware  rooms  to  la 
Moncloa. 

Walk  now  into  the  pleasant  gardens, 
which  owed  their  beauty  to  an  Eng- 
lish horticulturist  named  Ward,  and 
were  turned  into  a wilderness  by  the 
French.  Ferdinand  VII.  took  great 
interest  in  their  restoration ; he  re- 
planted the  trees  which  had  been  torn 
up  by  the  destroyers ; he  cleared  out 
the  large  pond,  el  Eslanque,  on  which 
he  manoeuvred  his  swans  and  minia- 
ture fleet.  He  re-established  an  aviary 
and  menagerie  of  wild  beasts,  las 
Fieras,  which  were  favourite  pets  of 
his  majesty.  He  also  built  Chinese 
pagodas,  after  the  fashion  of  George 
IV.,  and  somewhat  more  apposite,  as 
being  near  la  China,  than  on  the 
bleak  coast  of  Brighton.  At  the 
upper  end  of  the  gardens  is  a mound 
with  a sort  of  summer-house  called 
el  Belvidere,  and  justly,  as  it  com- 
mands a good  panoramic  view  of 
Madrid.  Part  of  these  retired  and 
flowery  walks  are  open  to  the  public ; 
however,  the  reservado  or  more  re- 
tired portion,  is  reserved  for  the  royal 
family  ; but  the  administrador  readily 
grants  an  esquela,  or  permission  to 
enter,  to  all  respectable  applicants. 

Return  now  to  the  Prado  and  visit 
the  Museo;  there,  on  the  outside,  is 
inscribed  “ Royal  British  Artillery, 
1 Sepr.  1812,  A.  Ramsay.”  What  a 
page  of  history  is  condensed  in  that 
simple  record  of  an  English  private 
soldier,  who  marched  after  Salamanca 
to  the  delivery  of  the  Spanish  capital  1 

The  Museo  is  a huge  commonplace 
edifice : its  heavy  granite  portico  sup- 
ports nothing,  while  above  a heavier 
cornice  rises  a paltry,  low,  unarchi- 
tectural  upper  story.  The  ill-con- 
trived entrance  is  not  on  a level  with 
T 3 
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the  building,  which  is  cut  up  by  small  ! 
square  windows,  and  disfigured  by 
poor  crude  white  statues  and  medal- 
lions. It  was  built  by  the  common- 
place Juan  de  Villanueva,  who  raised 
it  for  Charles  III,,  as  the  site  of  the 
academy  and  museum  of  natural  his- 
tory: left  unfinished  at  his  death,  it 
was  slowly  continued  by  Charles  IV. 
until  the  French  invasion.  Then  the 
enemy  first  gutted  the  building,  and 
turned  it  into  a barrack  ; afterwards 
they  ripped  off  the  lead  from  the  roof, 
destroyed  considerable  portions,  and 
left  the  remainder  a ruin ; and  so  it 
remained  until  destined  for  the  picture- 
gallery,  for  the  establishment  of  which 
Ferdinand  VII.  has  been  fulsomely 
eulogised  by  Minano,  Mesoneros,  Mad- 
razo,  and  others,  for  his  love  of  the 
arts,  about  which  he  cared  nothing, 
and  his  paternal  affection  for  his 
people,  about  whom  he  cared  less,  in 
thus  denuding  his  own  private  palaces 
of  their  finest  ornaments,  and  solely 
for  the  public  good,  the  said  Ferdinand 
being  about  as  insesthetic  a Goth  as 
ever  smoked  tobacco.  The  real  his- 
tory of  the  gallery  is  this.  When 
Ferdinand  married  his  second  and  best 
wife  La  Portuguesa,  one  Monte  Al- 
legre,  who  had  been  a Spanish  consul 
in  France,  persuaded  him  to  refurnish 
the  palace  with  French  papers,  chan- 
deliers, and  ormolu  clocks — his  par- 
ticular fancy ; thereupon  the  quaint 
original  and  cinque-cento  furniture, 
much  of  which  was  of  the  period  even 
of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.,  was 
carted  out,  and  the  pictures  taken  down 
and  stowed  away  in  garrets  and  cor- 
ridors exposed  to  wind,  weather,  and 
plundering.  They  were  fast  perishing 
when  the  Marques  de  Santa  Cruz, 
Mayor  Duomo,  Mayor  or  Lord  Steward, 
and  the  Duque  de  Gor  persuaded  the 
queen  to  remove  them  to  the  unused 
building  on  the  Prado.  She  advanced 
4i)Z.  a-month  towards  repairing  a few 
rooms  for  their  reception,  and  by  No- 
vember, 1819,  three  saloons  were  got 
ready,  and  311  pictures  exhibited  to 
the  public;  the  extraordinary  quality 
of  which,  especially  of  Velazquez,  in- 
stantly attracted  the  admiring  eye  of 
foreiyncrs,  who  appreciate  the  merits 


! of  the  old  masters  of  Spain  much 
better  than  the  natives.  Ferdinand 
VII.,  seeing  that  renown  was  to  be 
obtained,  now  came  forward  with  240/. 
a-month,  and  the  Museo  was  slowly 
advanced,  one  more  saloon  being 
opened  in  1821 : thus  cheaply  did  he 
earn  the  title  of  an  Augustus. 

The  Museo  is  open  to  the  public  on 
Sundays  and  Mondays,  and  every  day 
to  foreigners  on  producing  their  pass- 
port. A new  catalogue  was  published 
in  1843,  and  is  sold  at  the  door.  There 
are  more  than  2000  pictures  got  toge- 
ther, for  many  of  which,  rooms  are 
not  yet  prepared,  from  want  of  funds. 
The  glorious  pictures  formerly  in  the 
Escorial  were  brought  to  Madrid 
during  the  panic  of  1837,  at  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Carlists  under  Zariategui, 
and  may  be  known  by  having  the 
mark  E.  attached  to  them. 

Some  of  the  best  pictures  have  been 
engraved ; these  are  marked  C.  N.,  or 
Calcograjia  Nacional,  in  the  Calle  Car- 
retas,  where  they  may  be  purchased. 
The  marks  C.  L.  mean  Calcograjia 
Litogrqfica,  and  denote  those  which 
have  been  lithographized  for  the  Cole- 
cion,  begun  in  1826  by  Jos6  Madrazo, 
the  president  of  the  Spanish  R.  Aca- 
demy, with  a letter-press  by  Cean 
Bermudez,  Jose  Musso  y Valiente, 
and  others.  Madrazo  having  obtained 
from  Ferdinand  VII.  a monopoly  of 
lithography  in  Spain,  procured  his 
materials  and  second-rate  artists  from 
Paris. 

No  collection  was  ever  begun  or 
continued  under  greater  advantages. 
Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.,  both  real 
patrons  of  art,  were  the  leading  sove- 
reigns of  Europe  at  the  bright  period 
of  the  Renaissance,  when  fine  art  was 
an  every-day  necessity,  and  pervaded 
every  relation  of  life.  Again,  Philip 
IV.  ruled  at  Naples  and.iu  the  Low 
Countries  at  the  second  restoration. of 
art,  which  he  truly  loved  for  itself. 
These  three  monarchs,  like  Alexander 
the  Great,  took  a pleasure  in  raising 
their  painters  to  personal  intimacy ; 
and  nowhere  have  artists  been  more 
highly  honoured  than  Titian,  Velaz- 
quez, and  Rubens,  in  the  palace  of 
Madrid.  At  a later  period,  Philip  V., 
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the  grandson  of  Louis  XIV.,  added  ' 
many  pictures  by  the  principal  French 
artists  of  that,  their  Augustan,  age. 

While  the  Spanish  kings  patronised  ! 
art  at  home,  their  viceroys  in  Italy  and 
the  Low  Countries  collected  and  sent  ( 
home  the  finest  specimens  of  the  great 
artists  who  flourished  from  Raphael 
down  to  the  Carraccis  and  Claude;  I 
these  glorious  gems,  until  the  French 
invasion,  were  preserved  pure  as  when 
they  issued  from  the  studios  of  their 
immortal  authors.  Spain  was  their 
last  stronghold,  for  left  neglected  in  a 
dry  conservative  climate,  even  Time 
paused  ere  he  could  destroy  such  works 
of  genius  and  beauty.  Hence  the  pure 
undisturbed  freshness,  the  adulterated 
surface,  dirty  and  cold  if  you  will,  and 
often  not  even  varnished,  still  not  tam- 
pered with,  but  left  just  as  they  were 
when  they  received  their  last  touches  ; 
not  things  that  were  pictures,  like  the 
flayed  Correggios  at  Dresden,  or  the 
French-repainted  Raphaels. 

The  invaders  were  the  first  to  ravish 
and  then  defile  these  virgin  pictures, 
and,  what  was  worse,  they  set  a bad 
example  and  taught  lessons  of  corrup-  | 
tion  which  have  since  been  fearfully 
carried  out.  Those  pictures  which  re- 
turned demoralised  and  denationalized, 
captivated  with  repainted  glitter  and 
varnished  faces  the  native  authorities, 
who,  now  thinking  the  rest  of  their 
gallery  dull-looking  and  out  of  fashion, 
preferred  the  rouge  of  a strumpet  to  the 
simple  blush  of  a maiden.  The  Spa- 
nish director,  Madrazo  (?  Madrasto), 
a pupil  of  David,  proclaimed  a ytterra 
al  cuchillo  against  the  whole  gallery. 
Picture  after  picture  has  been  taken 
down  and  ruined.  There  is  scarcely 
a pure  Murillo  left  in  the  whole  col- 
lection ; the  work  of  havoc  has  gone 
on  for  twenty  years,  and  is  so  still : 
whenever  an  empty  frame  bears  the 
fatal  sentence  Esta  en  la  restauracion, 
the  condemned  is  placed  en  Capilla, 
and  all  hope  is  at  an  end.  It  is  gone 
to  a purgatory  from  whence  there  is 
no  deliverance,  no  “ indulgence the 
last  penalty  is  enforced  in  underground 
dissecting-rooms,  where  the  familiars 
sweep  away  the  lines  where  beauty 
lingered.  Madrazo's  chief  executioners 


were  Lopez,  Ribera,  Bueno,  Serafin, 
De  la  Huerta,  Garcia,  etc.  Alas  for 
the  fine  arts ! thus  flayed,  scoured,  and 
duubed  over.  The  glazing  and  last 
half-tints  were  effaced,  and  much  be- 
came raw  and  opaque  which  once  was 
tender  and  transparent ; while  new 
crude  colour  was  banado  or  spread  on, 
until,  in  some*  cases,  the  outline  only 
of  the  divine  original  is  left.* 

Of  course,  every  traveller  who  is 
fond  of  art  will  buy  the  catalogue 
which  is  sold  at  the  door,  both  as  a vade 
mecum  on  the  spot,  and  as  a library 
book  at  home.  It  is  but  a poor  affair 
as  a work  of  art ; its  author,  the  di- 
rector Madrazo’s  chief  object  seems  to 
have  been  to  give  the  size  of  each  pic- 
ture, not  the  soul.  Possibly  by  this 
carpenter  criticism,  he  has  endeavoured 
to  - give  the  merit  of  quantity  versus 
quality  to  those  acres  of  canvas  on 
which  he  has  laboured  in  vain,  and 
which  here  take  up  space  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  worthier  things.  We  shall 
only  point  out  some  of  the  best  pictures 
of  each  master,  dwelling  chiefly  on  the 
Spaniards,  and  for  that  purpose  refer 
to  the  numbers  of  the  official  cata- 
logue. 

This,  like  most  other  Spanish  Mu- 
seos,  is  a creature  of  accident  rather 
than  of  design.  There  is  little  order, 
scientific  systematic  arrangement,  or 
classification  ; there  is  no  series  of 
painters  marking  the  chronology, 
either  of  art  in  general,  or  of  any 
school  in  particular.  It  is  wanting  in 
specimens  of  Fra  Bartolomeo,  Peru- 
gino,  M.  Angelo,  Julio  Romano,  Lu- 
dovico Carracci,  Caravaggio,  Carlo 
Dolci,  etc.  It  is  also  deficient  not  only 


* Spanish  pictures  ougtit  never  to  be  much 
cleaned : they  are  often  thinly  painted  rfe 
primera  mano,  or  just  glased  over  with  trans- 
parent colours,  which  fatal  spirits  remove 
altogether,  especially  the  peculiar  browns  of 
Velazquez  and  Murillo,  which  these  artists 
made  themselves  from  the  burnt  and  pounded 
beef-bones  of  their  daily  stew,  hence  the  name 
Negro  de  hueso.  The  olla  of  Andalucia  is  the 
richest  and  most  unctuous  in  Spain,  hence  this 
local  Sevillian  colour.  Morales,  an  Kstrema- 
duran,  adopted  the  wanner  tone  of  the  local 
chvrixo,  the  rich  red  peppered  sausage.  Juana 
and  Ribalta , Valencians,  preferred  the  local 
morado,  the  purple  tint  of  the  there  prevalent 
mulberry  juice. 
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in  the  early  Ttalian  and  German  artists, 
but  even  the  Spanish ; the  splendid 
Valencian  and  Seville  schools  (Mu- 
rillo, Velazquez,  and  Juanes  excepted). 
Yet  to  give  a general  idea  of  its  extra- 
ordinary contents,  suffice  it  to  say  that 
there  are  27  Bassanos,  49  Breughels, 
8 Alonso  Canos,  10  Claudes,  22  Van- 
dykes, 16  Guidos,  55  bv  Luca  Gior- 
dano, 13  by  Antonio  Moro,  46  by 
Murillo,  3 by  Parmigianino,  21  by 
N.  Poussin,  10  by  Raphael,  53  by  Ri- 
bera, 62  by  Rubens,  23  by  Snyders, 
52  by  Teniers,  43  by  Titian.  27  by 
Tintoretto,  62  by  Velazquez,  24  by 
Paul  Veronese,  10  by  Wouvermans, 
14  by  Zurbaran.  In  truth,  the  fault  is 
that  it  is  too  exceedingly  rich,  like 
wedding-cake  ; what  house  of  thought 
and  beauty,  filled  with  spirits  of  past 
days.  Here  time  is  arrested,  and  the 
dead  reappear  as  in  visions,  yet  of  de- 
light. not  fear! 

The  galleries  themselves  are  not 
well  adapted  for  pictures,  having  been 
built  for  other  purposes,  but  the  ser- 
vants understand  opening  and  closing 
shutters,  etc.,  so  as  to  improve  the 
lights.  The  rooms  are  simple;  no 
gewgaw  ornaments  distract  the  eye 
from  the  pictures,  which  here  are  as 
they  ought  to  be,  the  objects.  When 
we  pass  these  crowded  walls,  it  seems 
as  if  a year  were  too  short  to  examine 
the  contents  ; a too  princely  banquet 
i£  set  before  us,  and  we  run  the  risk 
either  of  eating  more  than  we  can 
digest,  or  of  becoming  sated  with  ex- 
cellence, and  loathing  the  honeycomb : 
but  we  soon  get  fastidious,  and  the 
masses  simplify  themselves ; then  the 
planets  shine  forth,  and  we  reject  the 
modern  and  rubbish  as  by  instinct. 
But  of  one  thing,  oh  beware! — beware 
of  any  lassitude  of  the  beautiful ; be 
indeed  weary  of  bores,  fly  the  bad, 
eschew  Madrazo,  David,  the  devil  and 
all  his  works : but  never,  oh  never, 
risk  the  being  tired  of  the  fine  and 
good.  Picture-seeing  is  more  fatiguing 
than  people  think,  for  one  is  standing 
all  the  while,  and  with  the  body  the 
mind  is  also  at  exercise  in  judging, 
and  is  exhausted  by  admiration.  Let, 
therefore,  the  visits  be  often  and  fre- 
quent ; take  also  one  master  at  a time, 


as  a knowledge  of  his  peculiarities  is 
more  likely  to  be  fixed,  than  by  mixing 
up  many  artists  and  subjects  together, 
which  fritters  and  distracts. 

The  grand  masters  to  observe  are 
Raphael,  Titian,  Murillo,  and  still 
more  Velazquez,  as  the  three  former 
may  be  comprehended  equally  as  well 
at  Rome,  Hampton  Court,  Venice,  and 
Seville ; but  Madrid  is  the  only  home 
of  the  mighty  Andaluciau,  for  here  is 
almost  his  entire  work. 

The  opening  Rotunda  contains  rub- 
bish: No.  27  is  an  allegory  by  J. 
Baptista  May  no,  1569-1649,  an  imi- 
tator of  P.  Veronese,  and  friend  of 
Lope  de  Vega.  On  the  r.  and  1.  open 
the  saloons  appropriated  to  the  old 
Spanish  masters  ; the  centre  room, 
being  the  post  of  honour  being  given 
to  the  modern  ones,  with  whom  we 
will  begin,  reserving  the  good  wine 
for  the  last.  Not  that  the  natives  think 
so,  as  for  one  of  them  who  ever  looks 
at  Raphael,  a score  will  admire  low 
commonplace  art,  which  always  must 
be  the  most  popular  with  the  many, 
for  mankind  only  sympathises  with 
what  it  understands:  here  their  direc- 
tor’s nonsense  6uits  their  nonsense; 
and  not  to  be  able  to  estimate  real 
excellence,  is  one  sure  proof  of  medio- 
crity of  intellect.  Modern  Spanish  art, 
the  child  of  corrupt  parents,  carries 
from  its  birth  a germ  of  weakness. 
Mengs,  the  incarnation  of  the  acade- 
mical mediocre,  led  the  way;  then 
followed  David,  fit  painter  of"  the  Re- 
volution, who  trampled  on  the  fine 
arts  of  cowed  Europe.  His  theatrical 
scenes  a la  Corneille,  his  swaggering, 
attitudinarian  heroes,  a la  Grand 
Optra,  combined  with  a certain  Roman 
severity  of  drawing  aud  a rtchaufft 
of  the  antique,  bewildered  the  Spanish 
R.  A.s,  already  predisposed  in  his  favour 
by  his  Mengs-like  style.  To  him, 
therefore,  they  turned  submissively, 
in  spite  of  his  want  of  real  colour,  air, 
nature,  and  life,  the  soul  of  painting  ; 
and  the  disciples,  as  is  common  m 
heresies,  out-heroded  their  master. 
Take,  for  instance,  by  Aparicio,  a 
pupil  of  David,  1773-1815,  554,  Ran- 
somed Slaves ; or  577,  the  Glories  of 
Spain  ; or  584,  a Famine  at  Madrid : 
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they  are  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  all  that  is 
bad  in  colour  and  composition. 

Of  Madrazo  himself,  also  a pupil  of 
David,  observe  564,  “ Death  of  Vi- 
riatus transportation  is  loudly  called 
for:  570,  “Ferdinand  VII.  on  Horse- 
back,” and  worse  if  possible  thau  the 
former ; alas  for  Spain,  when  a country- 
man of  Velazquez,  and  in  the  presence 
of  his  divine  models,  should  perpetrate 
such  a wooden  tea-board  opaque  in- 
anity : ditto,  574,  “ Divine  and  Profane 
Love,”  which  partakes  considerably  of 
the  latter  quality  in  conception  and 
execution.  The  works  of  Bayeu  and 
Maella  are  feeble  and  commonplace. 
Goya  alone,  1746-1828,  shows  talent: 
551,  “Maria  Luisa,”  the  Messalina  of 
Spain : 595,  ditto,  “ A Bullfighter.” 
Goya  was  also  an  etcher,  and  published 
some  spirited  caricatures,  and  subjects 
of  low  life  and  free  subjects. 

Now  enter  the  saloon  to  the  r.  Here 
are  the  Castellanos  viyos  y sin  mancha, 
the  old  masters  of  Spain,  good  men 
and  true,  free  from  all  infidel  and 
foreign  taint,  but  who  now  seem  to  be 
hung  up  here  in  terrorem,  as  examples 
of  what  modern  students  should  avoid  ; 
for,  if  their  directors  are  artists,  then 
Murillo  was  a blockhead  and  Velaz- 
quez a daul>er. 

Now  for  Velazquez,  who  here  is  to 
be  seen  in  all  his  glory.  Fortunately 
for  Spain,  Buonaparte’s  generals  did 
not  quite  understand  or  appreciate  his 
excellence,  and  few  of  his  pictures 
were  “ transported.”  Again,  from 
having  been  exclusively  the  court 
painter,  his  works  were  monopolized 
by  his  royal  patron ; and  being  in  the 
palace  of  Joseph,  were  tolerably  re- 
spected even  by  those  who  knew  their 
mercantile  value.  Here,  therefore, 
alone,  is  he  to  be  studied,  in  all  his 
protean  variety  of  power.  For  his 
biography  consult  Cean  Bermudez  ( D. 
v.  155),  the  ‘ Handbook  of  Spanish  Art,’ 
by  Sir  Edmund  Walker  Head,  the 
‘ Annals  of  Spanish  Painters,’  by  Mr. 
Stirling,  and  our  article  on  Velazquez 
in  the  ‘ Penny  Cyelopajdia.’  Suffice  it 
here  to  say  that  Diego  Kodriguez  de 
Silva  y Velazquez  was  born  at  Seville  in 
1599,  and  died  at  Madrid,  Aug.  7, 
1660.  He  is  the  Homer  of  the  Spanish 


school,  of  which  Murillo  is  the  Virgil. 
Simple,  unaffected,  and  manly,  he  was 
emphatically  a man  and  the  painter  of 
men,  and  particularly  these  of  lofty, 
stately  Spain.  In  this  he  rivalled  Ti- 
manthes,  *‘  artem  ipsam  complexus 
viros  pingendi  ” (Pliny,  ‘N.  H.’  xxxv. 
10).  He  was  equally  great  in  portrait, 
history,  Sujets  de  Genre,  and  landskip ; 
he  passed  at  once,  without  effort  or 
violence,  into  each,  and  into  every  va- 
riety of  each, — from  the  epic  to  the 
farce,  from  low  life  to  high,  from  the 
old  to  the  young,  from  the  rich  to  the 
poor,  while  he  elevated  portrait  paint- 
ing to  the  dignity  of  history.  He  was 
less  successful  in  delineations  of  female 
beauty,  the  ideal,  and  holy  subjects ; 
wherein  he  was  inferior  to  Murillo. 
He  could  draw  anything  and  every- 
thing that  he  could  see  and  touch,  then 
he  was  master  of  his  subject  and  never 
mastered  by  it ; but  he  could  not  grap- 
ple with  the  unreal,  or  comprehend  the 
invisible,  immortal,  and  divine;  and 
whenever  he  attempted,  which  was  sel- 
dom, any  elevated  compositions,  the  un- 
poetical  models  from  which  he  studied 
in  youth  were  always  reproduced.  Yet 
even  in  this  style,  prose  if  you  please, 
but  terse,  nervous,  and  Thucydidean, 
there  is  no  mistake,  no  doubt,  and 
always  so  much  humanity,  truth  to 
nature,  and  meaning,  that  we  sympa- 
thise with  transcripts  of  beings  of  living 
flesh  and  blood,  like  ourselves.  No 
man,  again,  Titian  not  excepted,  could 
draw  the  minds  of  men,  or  paint  the 
very  air  we  breathe  better  than  he : 
his  colour  is  clean  and  truthful,  al- 
though subdued ; to  those  accustomed 
to  the  glowing  tints  of  Titian  and 
liubens  his  tones  appear  at  first  to  be 
cold,  his  greys  almost  green ; his  lineal 
and  aerial  perspective  is  magical ; his 
mastery  over  his  materials,  his  repre- 
sentation of  texture,  air,  and  individual 
identity,  are  absolutely  startling.  His 
touch  was  free  and  firm,  uniting  per- 
fect precision  with  the  greatest  execu- 
tional  facility.  He  seems  to  have  drawn 
on  the  canvas;  for  any  sketches  or 
previous  studies  ou  paper  are  never  to 
be  met  with.  When  at  work  he  always 
went  directly  to  the  point,  knowing 
what  he  wanted,  and  when  he  had  got 
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it : he  selected  the  salient  features,  and 
omitted  the  trivial ; and  as  he  never 
touched  his  canvas  without  an  inten- 
tion, or  ever  put  one  touch  too  much, 
his  emphatic  objects  are  always  effec- 
tive : again,  his  subdued  tone  and  slight 
treatment  of  accessories  conferred  a 
solidity  and  importance  to  his  leading 
points,  which  are  all  thus  brought  up 
and  tell.  Having  been  employed  by 
the  king,  and  not  by  the  usual  patrons 
of  art,  toe  priest  and  monk,  his  pictures 
are  less  gloomy  than  those  of  Spanish 
artists  who  were  depressed  by  the  cold 
shadow  of  the  Inquisition.  For  truth 
and  life-conferring  power  he  carries 
everything  before  him,  and  is  by  far 
the  greatest  painter  of  the  so-called 
naturalist  school : hence  the  sympathy 
between  him  and  our  artists,  of  whose 
style  he  was  the  anticipation;  for  si- 
milar causes  must  produce  similar 
effects,  allowances  being  made  for  the 
disturbing  influence  of  a different  re- 
ligion, habits,  and  climate. 

Look  therefore  at  every  one  of  his 
pictures ; for,  take  them  for  all  and  all, 
we  “ ne’er  shall  see  their  like  again.” 
Those  to  be  peered  into  and  analysed 
every  day,  are  81,  the  presumed  por- 
trait of  Alonso  Cano ; great  truth  and 
force : 87,  C.  L.,  St.  Antonio  and  St. 
Paul  Hermits.  “In  breadth,”  says 
Wilkie,  “ and  richuess  unexampled, 
the  beau  ideal  of  landskip,  not  much 
detail  or  imitation,  but  the  very  same 
sun  we  see,  and  the  air  we  breathe,  the 
very  soul  and  spirit  of  nature:”  109 
and  114,  portraits  of  Philip  IV.  and 
his  second  wife,  Maria  of  Austria : 1 17, 
a masterly  sketch,  said  to  be  of  the 
Marques  de  Pescara,  full  of  individual 
identity:  127,  C.  N.,  portrait  said  to 
be  of  the  corsair  Barbaroja,  a fine 
fierce  old  Turkish  pirate  : 138,  C.  L., 
C.  N.,  Los  Uebedores  or  Los  Borrachos  ; 
this  mock  coronation  of  a drunken 
group  combines  the  humour  of  Teniers 
with  the  breadth  and  effect  of  Cara- 
vaggio. The  actors  may  indeed  be 
low  in  intellectual  character,  but  not 
vulgar,  being  true  to  the  life ; and  if 
deficient  in  elevated  sentiment,  are 
rich  in  meaning,  and  are  transcripts 
of  real  man. 

Next  observe  142,  Philip  IV.  when 


aged ; it  is  the  individual  himself,  with 
the  Austrian  “ foolish  hanging  of  the 
nether  lip:”  145,  C.  L.,  Fountain  at 
Aranjuez,  an  exquisite  landskip,  full 
of  local  colour  and  verdurous  freshness 
and  groups  which  realize  the  very  form 
and  pressure  of  the  period  of  Philip  IV., 
and  are  in  fact,  in  painting,  what  the 
letters  of  Madame  D’Aunoy  are  in  de- 
scription. Compare  it  with  540,  C.  L., 
another  view  at  Aranjuez.  Observe 
particularly  all  his  small  bits  of  land- 
skip,  studies  of  ruins  and  architecture 
done  at  Rome,  others  with  moonlight 
effects,  and  all  marvellous  gems  of  art. 
See  101,  102,  118,  119,  128,  132,  143. 
Remark  much  155,  C.  N.,  Las  Meninas 
or  La  Teologia  ; here  we  have  Velaz- 
quez in  his  own  studio.  This  was 
called  the  “Gospel  of  Art”  by  Luca 
Giordano;  nor  can  aerial  and  lineal 
perspective,  local  colour,  animal  aud 
human  life,  be  represented  beyond  this. 
The  gradation  of  tones  in  lights,  sha- 
dows, and  colours,  gives  an  absolute 
concavity  to  the  flat  surface  of  the  can- 
vas, we  look  into  space  as  into  a room, 
or  as  into  the  reflection  of  a mirror. 
The  shadows  are  truly  in  chiaro  oscuro, 
being  transparent  and  diaphanous,  and 
rather  a subdued  light  and  less  pro- 
nounced colour  than  a dark  veil.  The 
picture  is  remarkable  for  the  chariness 
of  bright  colours : an  olive  greenish 
tone  pervades  the  background  : the  ac- 
cessories are  only  indicated  ; indeed  of 
Velazquez  it  may  be  also  said,  as  Pliny 
(N.  H.  xxxv.  11)  observed  of  Ti- 
manthes,  “ Iutelligitur  plus  semper 
quam  pingitur,  et  cum  ars  summa  sit, 
ingenium  tamen  ultra  artem  est :”  but 
no  painter  was  ever  more  objective ; 
there  is  no  showing  off  of  the  artist ; 
no  calling  attention  to  the  performer’s 
dexterity ; to  the  ego,  the  adsum  qui 
feci ; he  loved  art  for  itself  without 
one  disturbing  thought  of  self. 

The  scene  represents  the  dull  Infanta 
Margarita,  who  is  tried  to  be  amused 
by  her  pages,  while  her  two  dwarfs, 
Maria  Borbola  and  Nicolacico  Pertu-' 
sano,  worry  a patient  dog,  which  is 
painted  finer  than  a Snyders ; these 
disports  and  distorts  of  nature,  then 
the  fashion  of  the  court,  are  as  hideous 
as  Voltaire,  ce  boujfbn  du  d table ; and 


New  Castile.  Madrid — el  museo — velazquez. 


423 


the  Infanta  is  mealy-faced  and  uninter- 
esting ; but  Velazquez  was  too  honest 
to  flatter  even  royalty  or  its  fools. 

Next  observe  156,  Philip  I V.,  glori- 
ous: 177,  C.  L.,  C.  N.,  the  Conde 
Duque  de  Olivares  on  horseback ; the 
animal  is  somewhat  large,  and  his  seat 
is  awkwardly  forward,  but  uo  doubt  it 
was  true  to  life,  for  Velazquez  would 
not  stoop  to  woo  even  a premier 
or  conciliate  the  spectator:  his  prac- 
tical genius  saw  everything  as  it  really 
was,  and  his  hand,  that  obeyed  his  eye 
aud  intellect,  gave  the  exact  form  and 
pressure  without  much  refining.  No- 
thing can  be  finer  than  the  effects  pro- 
duced with  the  chary  use  of  gaudy 
colour  in  this  picture  and  the  preceding 
1 55  ; but  no  man  was  ever  more  sparing 
of  colour ; he  husbanded  his  whites  and 
even  yellows,  which  tell  up  like  gold 
on  his  undertoned  back-grounds,  which 
always  represented  nature  with  the 
intervention  of  air.  Passing  now  into 
the  saloon  to  the  1.,  195,  C.  L.,  C.  N., 
the  Forge  of  Vulcan ; forcible,  but 
painted  from  vulgar  ill-selected  models. 
The  Apollo  has  nothing  of  the  deity, 
while  Vulcan  is  a mere  Gallician 
blacksmith : 198,  the  Infanta  Maria  in 
the  court  costume  of  the  day.  This 
portrait  is  interesting,  as  she  was  the 
object  of  our  Charles’s  romantic  visit 
to  Madrid.  She  was  described  by 
Howell,  who  was  then  there,  “as  a 
very  comely  lady,  rather  of  a Flemish 
complexion  than  a Spaniard,  fair- 
haired,  and  carrying  a most  pure  mix- 
ture of  red  and  white  in  her  face ; she 
is  full  and  big-lipped,  which  is  held  a 
beauty  rather  than  a blemish,  or  any 
excess,  in  the  Austrian  family.”  After- 
wards, when  the  match  was  off,  he 
speaks  with  more  truth  of  her  being  of 
“ fading  flaxen  hair,  big-lipped,  aud 
heavy-eyed.”  His  letters,  ‘ Epistolte 
Hoeliante,’  4to.,  London,  1645,  give 
many  curious  details  of  Charles  and 
his  visit,  and  what  a loss  to  this  series 
is  the  portrait  of  Charles  himself,  which 
Velazquez  began  : pariunt  desideria 
non  traditi  vultus  (Pliny,  ‘ N.  H.’ 
xxxv.  2).  It  would  have  been  inter- 
esting to  have  compared  the  picture  by 
the  Great  Spaniard  with  those  which 
we  have  by  Vandyke,  who  kuew 


Charles  by  heart,  as  well  as  Velazquez 
did  Philip  IV.,  and  as  we  seem  to  do  so 
too  after  visiting  this  precious  Museo. 

Next  observe  200,  C.  L.,  Philip  IV. 
in  a shooting  - dress : 209,  a fine  Old 
Lady,  in  his  early  forcible  style  : 230, 
C.  L,  C.  N.,  Philip  III.  on  horseback, 
a marvellous  specimen  of  his  effects 
produced  by  placing  his  figure  on  cool 
greys ; the  royal  head  is  full  of  the  in- 
dividual imbecility  of  this  poor  bigot, 
who  was  twelve  years  learning  his 
alphabet ; 245,  C.  N.,  an  old  man  called 
Mtenipo : 254,  C.  N.,  Esop,  finely 
painted,  but  looking  more  like  a cob- 
bler than  a philosopher : 255,  C.  N.,  a 
Dwarf,  seated  as  Velazquez  saw  him, 
and  as  no  one  else  could  have  ventured 
to -paint  him:  267,  Un  Pretendiente, 
or  place-hunter,  one  of  the  Auto- 
chthones of  Madrid;  the  attitude  is  ad- 
mirable : 270,  C.  L.,  the  young  Prince 
Baltasar,  aged  six,  with  his  dog  and 
gun.  Observe  particularly  all  the  nu- 
merous sporting  portraits  of  therio- 
maniac  Austrian  royalty  ; for  whether 
the  wearers  are  dressed  for  the  court 
or  the  chace,  they  wear  their  clothes 
with  ease  and  fitness,  they  are  the  real 
everyday  garments  of  living  flexible 
bodies  underneath,  not  stuck  on  like 
the  fancy  masquerade  of  an  imagin- 
ative painter,  copied  from  a wooden 
lay  figure : 279,  C.  N.,  an  admirable 
full-length  portrait  of  a Dwarf;  ob- 
serve how  costume,  feather,  and  Dog 
are  painted : 284,  C.  N.,  El  Nino  de 
Vallecas  ; it  is  wonderful  how  he  could 
have  fixed  the  attitude : 289,  a magni- 
ficently-painted portrait;  how  much 
effect  is  produced,  with  how  little  de- 
tail ; how  unlike  the  finished  style  of 
Pantoja,  yet  never  was  armour  better 
represented  ; but  Velazquez  was  above 
all  tricks,  and  never  masked  poverty  of 
haud  and  idea  under  meretricious 
glitter;  with  him  everything  was  so- 
ber, real,  and  sterling : 291,  C N.,  El 
Bobo  de  Coria ; observe  the  green 
tones  and  expression  of  roguish  wag- 
gery : 295,  the  Surprise  of  Io  ; nothing 
can  exceed  the  profound  sleep  of  Argos 
or  the  stealthy  action  of  Mercury;  the 
god  of  thieves  is  painted  in  an  absolute 
anticipation  of  Sir  Joshua’s  style  : 299, 
C.  L.,  C.  N.,  Philip  IV.,  an  equestrian 
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portrait ; this  true  *i\iiriros  is  witching 
the  world  with  noble  horsemanship, 
the  only  attitude  in  which  the  Monarch 
of  Caballeros  ought  to  be  painted. 
The  horse  is  alive,  and  knows  its 
rider  ; how  everything  tells  up  on  the 
cool  blue  and  greens  in  the  back-  j 
ground : 303,  C.  N.,  Queen  Isabel, 
wife  of  Philip  IV.,  a superb  white 
steed;  observe  how  her  costume  is 
painted,  and  despair  ; remark  also  the 
difference  of  the  horses,  those  which 
carry  men  are  fiery  and  prancing, 
while  those  on  which  women  are 
mounted  are  gentle  and  ambling,  as  if 
conscious  of  their  timid  delicate  bur- 
den : 319,  C.  L.,  the  Surrender  of 
Breda,  or  Las  Lanzas,  is  perhaps  the 
finest  picture  of  Velazquez;  never  were 
knights,  soldiers,  or  national  character 
better  painted,  or  the  heavy  Fleming, 
the  intellectual  Italian,  and  the  proud 
Spaniard  more  nicely  marked  even  to 
their  boots  and  breeches : the  lances  of 
the  guards  actually  vibrate.  Observe 
the  contrast  of  the  light-blue  delicate 
page,  with  the  dark  iron-clad  General 
Spinola,  who,  the  model  of  a high-bred 
generous  warrior,  is  consoling  a gallant 
but  vanquished  enemy.  He  took  Breda, 
June  2,  1625,  and  died  5 years  after- 
wards, broken-hearted  at  Philip  lV.’s 
treatment,  exclaiming,  “ Me  ban  qiti- 
tado  la  honral”  They  have  robbed  me 
of  honour!  Velazquez  has  introduced 
his  own  noble  head  into  this  picture, 
which  is  placed  in  the  corner  with  a 
plumed  hat.  This  is  indeed  a male 
subject,  and  treated  with  a masculine 
mind  and  hand ; nor  are  men  aware 
of  how  much  the  sexual  undercurrent 
leads  them  to  admire  pictures  in  which 
beautiful  females  are  presented:  here, 
where  there  is  no  woman  whatever,  it 
is  the  triumph  of  art  by  itself. 

Observe  particularly  332,  C.  L., 
C.  N.,  Don  Baltasar  on  horseback ; 
the  child  actually  gallops  out  of  the 
frame,  and  is  the  anticipation  of  Edwin 
Landseer,  and  his  young  Highland 
Chieftains  on  their  wild  ponies:  335, 
C.  N.,  Las  Hilanderas,  the  perfection 
of  reality,  although  taken  from  ordi- 
nary life;  here  the  artist,  feeling  at 
once  his  power  and  weakness,  has,  like 
Timanthes,  turned  aside  the  head  of 


the  lady,  leaving  to  the  imagination  of 
each  spectator  to  invest  her  with  that 
quality  of  beauty  which  best  accords 
with  his  peculiar  liking : 527,  in  an- 
other saloon,  is  the  portrait  of  Gongora. 
The  defects  of  Velazquez,  this  great 
mortal,  for  he  was  not  a painter  of  the 
ideal,  will  be  seen  in  62,  C.  L.,  Coro- 
nation of  the  Virgin,  who  seems  a 
somewhat  sulky  female,  while  the 
Deity  is  degraded  to  a toothless  monk. 
But  he  could  not  escape  from  humanity 
nor  soar  above  into  the  clouds ; he  was 
neither  a poet  nor  an  enthusiast,  and 
somewhat  deficient  in  creative  power : 
again,  he  painted  for  the  court  and  n<jt 
for  the  church  ; in  a word,  Nature  was 
his  guide,  truth  his  object,  and  man, 
not  always  well  selected,  his  model ; no 
Virgin  ever  descended  into  his  studio, 
no  cherubs  ever  hovered  round  his 
pallet,  no  saint  came  down  from  heaven 
to  sit  for  his  portrait : hence  the  neg- 
lect and  partial  failure  of  his  sacred 
subjects,  holy  indeed  like  those  o. 
Caravaggio  in  nothing  but  name,  being 
groups  rather  of  low  life,  and  that  so 
truly  painted  as  still  more  to  mar  the 
elevated  sentiment,  by  a treatment  not 
in  harmony  with  the  subject.  He  went 
to  the  earth  not  to  heaven  for  models ; 
hence  his  Virgin  has  neither  the  wo- 
manly tenderness  of  Murillo,  the 
unspotted  loveliness  of  Raphael,  or  the 
serenity  unruffled  by  human  passions 
of  the  antique ; he  rather  lowered 
heaven  to  earth,  than  raised  earth  to 
heaven.  63,  C.  N.,  the  God  Mars,  is  a 
vulgar  Gallician  porter  : 1 67,  C.  L.,  an 
Adoratiou  of  the  Magi,  is  in  his  hard 
early  style,  before  he  was  emancipated 
from  the  prevalent  Ribera  peculiari- 
ties. So  the  celebrated  Jacob  and  his 
Sons,  formerly  in  the  Escorial,  although 
a picture  of  great  truth  and  force,  is 
but  a group  of  Gallicians ; yet  even 
when  displeased  with  such  repulsive 
subjects  we  are  forced  to  submit  to  the 
power  of  master  mind  displayed  in  the 
represen  tation.  This  naturalist  picture 
was  painted  in  the  Vatican  itself;  so 
little  influence  had  the  foreigners  Ra- 
phael and  M.  Angelo  on  the  local 
Spaniard,  that  he  dared  them  with  his 
very  failings ; in  fact  when  in  Italy 
he  had  eyes  only  for  the  Venetian 
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school : he  did  not  like  Raphael,  as  he 
candidly  told  Salvator  Rosa.  See 
Cartar  del  Navegar  Pintoresco,  M. 
Boschini,  p.  56. 

Murillo  will  naturally  come  next  to 
Velazquez.  He,  however,  is  seen  in 
greater  glory  at  Seville,  his  native 
home.  Referring  therefore  to  p.  50 
for  some  account  of  Murillo,  suffice  it 
to  say  here  that  the  specimens  of  this 
master  of  female  and  infantine  grace 
are  numerous,  but  scarcely  one  has  es- 
caped the  fatal  restauraciou,  i.  e.  de- 
struction. However,  Murillo  is  so  full 
of  subject,  so  dramatic,  and  comes  so 
home  to,  and  appeals  so  to  the  common 
sense  of  mankind,  and  is  recommended 
by  such  a magical  fascination  of  co- 
lour, that  he  captivates  alike  the 
learned  and  unlearned,  the  sure  test 
of  undeniable  excellence.  He  has  more 
grace,  but  far  less  of  the  masculine 
mind  than  Velazquez,  who  compared 
to  him  6eems  somewhat  cold  and  grey 
in  colour,  for  Murillo  painted  flesh  as 
he  saw  it  in  Andalucia,  roasted  and 
bronzed  by  the  glowing  sun,  and  not 
the  pale  unripened  beauty  of  the  north. 
Like  Titian,  his  strength  lay  in  ravish- 
ing colour ; none  ever  rivalled  him  in 
the  luminous  diaphanous  streams  of 
golden  ether  in  which  his  cherubs  float 
like  butterflies ; his  blending  continuity 
of  tints,  like  those  of  nature,  slide  into 
each  other,  without  a particle  of  harsh- 
ness or  abruptness ; led  on  by  an  im- 
perceptible transition,  where  there  is 
no  outline,  no  drawing,  so  that  it  ■ is  ' 
difficult  to  say  where  one  tint  ends  and 
another  begins. 

Murillo, like  Velazquez,  lacked  the 
highest  quality  of  the  Italian  ideal ; 
true  Spaniards,  they  were  local,  and 
imitated  nature  as  they  saw  her  ; thus 
Murillo’s  holy  subjects  are  not  glorified 
forms  and  visions,  which  compel  us  to 
bow  the  knee  and  adore,  but  pleasing 
scenes  of  a domestic  family,  where 
sports  of  graceful  children  attract  the 
delighted  attention  of  affectionate  pa- 
rents. There  is  neither  the  awful  sub- 
limity of  M.  Angelo,  nor  the  unearthly 
purity  of  Raphael.  Again,  his  Ninos 
Dios  are  not  meditative  prescient  In- 
fant Gods,  nor  his  cherubs  those  angels 
of  heaven  from  whence  Raphael  took  ; 


I his  types,  but  simply  pretty  mortal 
babes  with  wings,  and  not  even  babes 
of  the  world  at  large,  but  Spanish  ones, 
nay  more,  only  local  Andalucian  chil- 
dren ; and  such  also  are  his  male  saints, 
who  rose  to  glory  in  their  own  Bmtican 
clothes  and  bodies. 

The  stranger  will  of  course  look  at 
all  the  Murillos,  halting  particularly 
at  43,  C.  L .,  a Holy  Family ; a pretty 
scene  of  conjugal  and  parental  happi- 
ness. It  was  cruelly  cleaned  and  re- 
painted at  Paris,  especially  the  dog  and 
face  of  the  Virgin  ; 46,  C.  L.,  a fine 
representation  of  the  Infant  Deity : 
50,  C.  L , the  Companion  Infant  Fore- 
runner ; the  left  leg  is  not  pleasing ; 
observe  the  contrast  of  the  callous  foot 
hardened  by  exposure,  with  the  deli- 
cate flesh  of  46  : 52,  Conversion  of  St. 
Paul ; the  thigh  of  the  Apostle  and  his 
white  horse,  cruelly  repainted  : 54,  La 
Porciuncula  (see  Index),  overcleaned : 
56,  C.  L.,  the  Annunciation  ; the  Vir- 
gin’s cheek  is  repainted  ; 65,  La  Con- 
cepcion, one  of  those  representations  of 
sweet  cherubs,  aud  the  fair  virgin  float- 
ing amid  flowers  in  a golden  atmos- 
phere, which  none  could  paint  like  Mu- 
rillo ; and  then  the  gossamer  gauze- 
like draperies  which  play  in  the  air, 
just  veiling  human  charms,  which 
might  suggest  thoughts  that  war  with 
the  purity  of  the  Virgin:  82,  C.  L.,  a 
Magdalen,  all  legs  and  arms,  and  in 
his  imitation  of  Ribera  style:  174,  San 
Francisco  de  Paula,  was  a magnificent 
head  and  beard,  before  ruined  by  the 
picture-cleaner  Bueno:  182,  Death  of 
St.  Andrew,  in  his  vaporoso  style,  was 
a glorious  picture,  but  is  much  dishar- 
monized by  the  violent  white  repainting 
of  the  horse ; the  drapery  of  the  Apostle 
has  also  been  clumsily  banadoi  189, 
C.  L..  Santiago,  a vulgar  coarse  head 
of  rather  a Flemish  character:  191, 
C.  L.,  C.  N.,  Adoration  of  Shepherds 
in  his  second  style,  hovering  between 
Velazquez  and  Ribera;  the  drawing 
is  fine  aud  careful ; observe  the  local 
colouring,  and  foot  of  peasant,  and 
how  their  rich  browns  give  value  to  the 
delicate  flesh  of  the  Virgin  and  child : 
202,  C.  L.,  Infant  Saviour  and  St.  John, 
a rich  and  delightful  picture:  208, 
C.  L.,  Rebecca  at  the  Well,  in  his 
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middle  style:  the  females  are  some- 
what Flemish : 211, 2, 6.  7,  the  Parable 
of  the  Prodigal  Son ; all  excellent,  but 
treated  both  as  to  costume  and  con- 
ception rather  according  to  a pica- 
resque Spanish  novel  than  Holy  Writ : 
219,  a rich  blue  Concepcion : 220, 
St.  Augustine ; the  Virgin,  somewhat 
too  far  off,  gives  her  milk  to  a vulgar 
burly  monk  in  a black  robe,  with  rich 
red  casulla : 229,  C.  L.,  another  Con- 
cepcion, innocence  itself,  and  beauti- 
fully painted  ; how  rich  and  juicy  the 
flesh,  how  full  of  pulp  and  throbbing 
life:  310,  C.  L.,  Santa  Ana  teaching 
the  Virgin.  The  pouting  child  is  ad- 
mirable, but  purely  mortal ; the  dra- 
peries are  in  imitation  of  Roelas  : 315, 
C.  N.,  Vision  of  St.  Bernard ; this  again 
shows  how  closely  Murillo  observed 
Roelas ; the  draperies  of  the  saint  liave 
been  repainted;  but  his  head  is  fine, 
and  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  and 
veneration  are  admirably  expressed. 
The  concealing  the  feet  of  the  Virgin 
gives  her  figure  too  much  height : 326, 
C.  N.,  the  miracle  of  the  Virgin  giving 
the  Casulla  to  San  Ildefonso  at  Toledo, 
but  it  is  of  earth,  earthy,  and  the  an- 
gels are  nothing  but  milliners,  and  the 
saint  a monkish  tailor : 423,  E.,  is  in 
another  saloon.  The  Virgin,  with  the 
rosary,  a fine  but  early  picture,  in  his 
Ribera  manner. 

Next  observe  the  paintings  of  Juan 
Juanes,  the  Spanish  Raphael,  who, 
however,  should  be  studied  in  his  native 
Valencia  (see  p.  198).  73,  Visit  of 

Santa  Isabel  to  the  Virgin ; early  and 
hardish,  but  quite  Italian : 75,  Death 
of  Santa  Ines,  painted  like  Julio  Ro- 
mauo:  150,  a Saviour,  holding  the  cup 
and  water ; a subject  often  treated  in 
this  manner  by  Juanes:  158,  ditto, 
ditto : 1 65,  Christ  bearing  the  Cross  ; 
a fine  specimen:  169,  portrait  of  Luis 
de  Castelvi,  equal  to  anything  of  Bron- 
zino : 196,  7,  9,  and  336,  7,  C.  L.,  sub- 
jects from  the  life  of  St  Stephen,  an 
Italian-looking  series,  bat  the  stones 
(in  196)  are  too  much  like  apple- 
dumplings.  Observe  the  delight  of  the 
wicked  boys ; the  faces  of  the  Hebrews, 
with  their  hook  noses,  are  somewhat 
too  Jewish  for  fine  art.  This  remark 
applies  equally  to  225,  C.  L.,  the  Last 


Supper,  for  Juanes  was  rather  a man- 
nerist, however ; but  the  head  of  Christ 
is  very  fine,  although  it  has,  unfortu- 
nately, been  much  repainted:  259,  the 
Saviour  on  the  Mount  of  Olives : 268, 
Descent  from  the  Cross,  one  of  his  best 
pictures.  Juanes,  because  savouring 
of  a Roman  style,  and  with  a harder 
outline,  and  more  decided  drawing,  is 
admired  by  more  Spaniards  than  fo- 
reigners. 

Jose  Ribera,  better  known  as  Spa- 
gnoletto  (see  Xativa,  p.  183,  198),  may 
be  truly  studied  at  Madrid ; here,  this 
cruel  forcible  imitator  of  ordinary 
ill-selected  nature,  riots  in  hard  ascetic 
monks  and  blood-boltered  subjects,  in 
which  this  painter  of  the  bigot,  inqui- 
sitor, and  executioner  delighted : a 
power  of  drawing,  of  expressing  long 
suffering  and  sufferance,  a force  of 
colour  and  effect,  a contempt  of  the 
ideal,  beautiful,  and  tender,  character- 
ize his  productions : unpopular  in 
England,  his  unforgiving  repulsiveness 
and  stern  harsh  character  have  ranked 
him  among  the  model-painters  of 
Spain.  He  was  the  personal  friend  of 
Velazquez,  who,  like  Murillo,  studied 
his  style  deeply,  as  may  be  seen  in  all 
their  early  productions.  As  Ribera 
was  a mannerist,  those  who  will  closely 
examine  half-a-dozen  of  his  pictures, 
will  exhaust  the  master.  Observe  42, 
C.  L.,  the  Martyrdom  of  St.  Bartho- 
lomew, a favourite  subject  of  his,  and 
one  which  few  else  ever  wish  to  see 
twice:  44,  the  Virgin,,  elderly  and 
haggard  ; Raphael  would  have  chosen 
her  young  and  beautiful : 53,  another 
St.  Bartholomew  : 72,  C.  N.,  the  Her- 
mit St.  Paul,  a repetition  of  the  pic- 
ture in  the  cathedral  of  Granada  : 116, 
C.  L.,  Jacob’s  Ladder,  a fine  picture. 
The  general  effect  is  very  grand ; the 
wild  broken  tree  stumps  are  painted 
like  Salvator  Rosa,  and  the  sleep  of 
Jacob  (a  vulgar  brown  monk)  is  ad- 
mirable : 121,  Prometheus,  a finely 
painted  picture  of  gore  and  bowels, 
such  alone  as  could  be  conceived  by  a 
bull-fighter,  and  please  a people  whose 
sports  are  blood  and  torture ; how  dif- 
ferent from  the  same  subject  by  the 
poetical  Titian  (see  787):  125,  Mar- 
tyrdom of  St.  Sebastian:  204,  C.  L., 
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the  Trinity,  painted  like  Caravaggio  : I 
243,  C.  N.,  the  Magdalen,  a hard  early 
picture.  There  are  here  also  many 
Apostles  well  painted  by  Ribera,  which 
we  do  not  enumerate.  285,  another 
St.  Bartholomew.  In  other  saloons, 
observe  415,  E.,  St.  Jerome:  419,  E., 
a good  portrait  of  a blind  Sculptor, 
El  Ciego  de  Gambazo,  in  which  the 
sentiment  of  touch  is  well  expressed : I 
473,  St.  Jerome:  480,  St.  Joseph  and 
the  Infant  Saviour  busy  with  his  tools, 
which  is  but  a transcript  of  a Spanish 
carpenter's  shop : 434,  Ixion  at  the 
wheel,  or  rather  a Jew  on  the  rack  of 
the  Spanish  Inquisition : 542,  a Dead 
Christ  lamented ; a powerfully  painted 
group : 545,  C.  L.,  two  Female  Gladi- 
a tors. 

The  specimens  of  other  Spanish 
masters  in  these  two  saloons,  which 
best  deserve  notice,  are  40,  C.  L.,  St 
Peter  appearing  to  St.  Peter  Nolasco, 
by  Francisco  Zurbaran,  1598-1662; 
whose  style  is  based  on  Ribera,  Dome- 
nichino,  and  Titian ; his  best  pictures 
are  at  Seville  (see  p.  51):  47,  portrait 
of  Murillo,  by  Alonso  Miguel  de  To- 
bar,  1678-1758  ; he  was  Murillo's  best 
pupil : 48,  St  Jerome,  Mateo  Cerezo 
of  Burgos,  1635-1685  ; he  was  an  imi- 
tator of  Rubens  and  Vandyke:  by  him 
also  is  57,  C.  L.,  an  Assumption : 45, 
C.  L-,  anil  49,  a Virgin  and  Saviour, 
Luis  de  Morales,  called  el  Divino , 
who  is  best  to  be  studied  in  Estremadura 
(see  p.256,  271):  61,  C.  L.,  Boys  at 
Play,  Pedro  Nunez  de  Villavicencio 
of  Seville,  1635-1700,  a pupil  of  Mu- 
rillo and  El  Calabrese,  and  this  excel- 
lent  picture  proves  how  well  he  had 
studied  his  first  master : 67,  C.  L., 
Baptism  of  Christ,  Vicente  Carducci, 
a Florentine  naturalized  at  Madrid:  J 
69,  a Flower-piece,  Juan  de  Arellano, 
1614-1676;  he  was  the  Van  Huysen  of  ; 
Spain,  and  is  superior  to  Menendez  in 
fruits  and  flowers:  79,  C.  L.,  View  of 
Zaragoza,  Juan  Bautista  del  Mazo,  Ma- 
drid, 1630-1687  ; he  was  a disciple  of 
Velazquez,  but  his  landskips  are  apt 
to  be  too  dark:  85,  portrait  of  Wife 
of  Philip  IV.,  Juan  Carreno  de  Mi- 
randa of  Avilds,  1614-1685;  he  was 
the  last  of  the  old  Spanish  painters, 
and  a feeble  imitator  of  Velazquez : 


88,  C.  L.,  St.  John  at  Patmos,  Alonso 
Cano  of  Granada,  1601-1667  ; a grand 
picture : 90,  ditto,  a Gothic  King,  iu 
feeble  imitation  of  Velazquez : 95, 
Moses  Striking  the  Rock,  Juan  de  las 
Roelas  of  Seville,  1558?-1625;  a dark 
inferior  specimen  of  this  truly  great 
man,  who  only  is  to  be  studied  at 
Seville  (see  p.  53,  4,  5)  : 96,  C.  L.,  Ado- 
ration of  Shepherds,  Pedro  Orrente,  a 
Murcian,  and  imitator  of  the  Bassauos 
(see  Valencia,  p.  198):  100,  C.  L.,  a 
Dead  Christ,  Francisco  de  Ribalta, 
Valencia,  1 597-1 628 ; this  grand  artist, 
the  Annibal  Carracci  and  Sebastian 
del  Piombo  of  Spain,  is  only  to  be 
really  understood  at  Valencia  (see  p. 
197,  8):  108,  Vision  of  Ezekiel,  Fran- 
cisco Collantes  of  Madrid,  1599-1656; 
a horrid  subject,  and  fitter  for  the 
monkish  cloister  than  a gallery:  124, 
Carreno,  a Fat  Woman:  134,  the 
Calling  of  St.  Matthew,  Juan  de  Pa- 
reja  of  Seville,  1606-1670,  first  the 
slave  and  then  the  pupil  of  Velazquez ; 
it  is  truly  local  and  Spanish.  The 
face  of  the  Saviour  is  most  ordinary, 
while  the  groups  are  dressed  as  in  the 
time  of  Philip  IV.:  146,  St.  Bernard, 
Antonio  Palomino,  1653-1726;  he  was 
the  Vasari  of  Spain,  but  feebler  alike 
with  pen  and  pencil:  151,  C.  L.,  the 
Siege  of  Cadiz,  Eugenio  Caxes  of 
Madrid,  1577-1642;  this  is  described 
in  the  catalogue  as  the  attack  of  the 
English  in  1625,  by  the  “Conde  de 
Lest,"  i.  e.  Spanish  for  Essex,  which 
occurred  in  1596;  the  real  leader  in 
1625  being  Lord  Wimbleton.  The 
head  of  Giron,  the  Spanish  general,  is 
fine : 1 52,  C.  L.,  portrait  of  Don  Car- 
los, son  of  Philip  II.,  Alonso  Sanchez 
Coello,  a Valencian,  ob.  1590  ; a very 
interesting  historical  picture:  153,  por- 
trait of  Maria  of  Portugal,  first  wife 
of  Philip  II.,  Juan  Pantoja  de  la  Cruz 
of  Madrid,  1551-1610,  pupil  of  Coello, 
and,  like  his  master,  admirable  iu 
painting  the  rich  costumes  of  the  pe- 
riod : 1 54,  portrait  of  Isubel,  the  fa- 
vourite daughter  of  Philip  II.,  by 
Coello ; the  marvellous  jewels  and 
ornaments  tell  up  on  the  dark  back 
ground:  157,  Virgin  and  Child,  Mo- 
rales: 166,  C.  L.,  C.  N-,  a Dead 
Christ,  A.  Cano,  fine,  but  stony,  and 
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the  painting  of  a sculptor : 1 70,  Virgin 
and  Saints,  Bias  del  Pardo  of  Toledo, 
1497-1557,  pupil  of  Berruguete,  and 
Florentine  in  style  and  colour.  His 
conceptions  are  grand,  and  partake  of 
Andrea  del  Sarto,  but  his  colouring  is 
apt  to  be  leaden.  The  kneeling  half 
figure  is  Alfonso  de  Villegas,  author 
of  the  ‘Flos  Sanctorum:’  175,  Birth 
of  Virgin,  and  181,  Birth  of  Christ, 
are  both  by  Pantoja;  he  was  a hard 
painter,  but  excelled  in  portraits:  188, 
a Sunset  and  rocky  scene,  Mazo. 

Now  pass  into  the  saloon  to  the  1., 
206,  Coello,  portrait,  it  is  said,  of  the 
celebrated  Antonio  Perez,  minister  of 
Philip  II.:  221,  a Magdalen,  Jacinto 
Geronimo  de  Espinosa,  of  Valencia, 
where  his  best  pictures  are  : 222,  Mar- 
garet, wife  of  Philip  III.,  Pantoja  ; 
the  elaborate  finished  details  are  in 
perfect  contrast  with  the  broad  han- 
dling by  Velazquez:  226,  C.  L.,  La 
Divina  Pastora,  Tobar,  cold  and  poor 
when  compared  with  Murillo:  227, 
St.  Jerome,  Cano:  237  and  8,  Apos- 
tles by  Francisco  Pacheco  of  Seville, 
1571-1654,  a feeble  painter,  but  useful 
author  on  Spanish  art:  277,  Pantoja, 
Philip  II.  when  old,  very  curious  aud 
historical : 283,  C.  N.,  Zurbaran,  Santa 
Casilda:  287,  St.  Jerome,  Antonio 
Pereda  of  Valladolid,  1599-1669;  he 
imitated  Ribera ; the  cross  is  well 
painted:  290,  Pantoja,  Charles  V., 
aged  about  40,  in  black  and  gold  ar- 
mour: 297,  Naval  Combat,  Juan  de 
Toledo  of  Lorca,  1611-1665;  he  was 
the  Bourgignoue  of  Spain : 305,  Mazo, 
a dark  brown  view  of  Campillo  near 
the  Escorial:  307,  C.  L.,  Virgin  aud 
Dead  Christ,  Cano ; the  side  of  head 
has  been  repainted  ; this  is  oue  of  his 
best  pictures  in  this  gallery,  aud  of 
fine  rich  colour:  314,  C.  L.,  Baptism 
of  Christ,  Juan  Fernandez  Navarrete, 
El  Mudo,  Logrono,  1526-1579;  his 
finest  works  are  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Escorial  : 317,  Zurbarau,  Sleeping 
Christ  with  dark  purple  drapery,  and 
a fine  effect. 

Now  pass  to  la  Bajada,  and  ob- 
serve 357,  portrait  of  the  poor  creature 
Charles  II.,  Carreno : 362,  Charles 
IV.,  an  Allegory.  Under  these  two 
imbeciles  Spam  and  art  lost  alike  their 


nationality; — the  last  daub  is  by  Lo- 
pez, Pintor  de  Camara  l — 368,  Charles 
V.  and  Philip  II.,  Pereda:  375,  a 
Dead  Christ,  Domenico  Theotocupuli, 
El  Greco  (see  Toledo). 

Next  enter  las  Escuelas  varias,  which 
is  a collection  of  different  schools,  with 
many  fine  things  from  the  Escorial ; 
the  grand  central  gallery  is  divided 
into  the  modern  Spanish  masters,  the 
old  Italians,  German,  aud  French.  Let 
us  take  the  chief  singly,  and  first  tor 
Raphael,  1483-1520:  723,  C.  L.,  a 
Holy  Family,  called  del  Agnus  Dei, 
from  the  inscription  carried  by  St. 
John,  whose  body  has  been  very  much 
repainted  at  Paris,  where  the  exquisite 
face  of  the  Virgin  was  rouged.  The 
ruined  architecture  and  landscape, 
equal  to  Titian,  is  said  to  be  by  Gio- 
vanni da  Udina.  726,  E.,  C.  N.,  the 
celebrated  Perla,  which  belonged  to 
our  Charles  I.,  and  was  sold  with  his 
other  pictures  by  Cromwell.  Philip 
IV.  bought  so  largely  at  the  auction 
through  his  ambassador  Alonso  de 
Cardenas,  that  18  mules  were  laden 
with  the  lots,  and  he  was  so  anxious  to 
get  them  into  Madrid,  that  he  turned 
out  the  Lords  Clarendon  and  Cotting- 
tou,  then  ambassadors  from  Charles  1 1., 
being  ashamed  to  exhibit  what  once 
belonged  to  his  old  friend  and  visitor. 
When  Philip  IV.  beheld  this  Raphael, 
he  exclaimed,  “ This  is  the  Pearl  of 
my  pictures,”  aud  he  was  a good 
judge,  for  never  was  the  serious  gen- 
tleness of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mother, 
her  beauty  of  form,  her  purity  of  soul, 
better  portrayed  ; the  rich  Titian-like 
blue  sky,  streaked  with  red,  forms  a 
fine  background : this  pearl  of  great 
price  was  overcleaned  when  taken  to 
Paris,  and  has,  in  1845,  undergone 
another  cruel  operation  at  Madrid. 
741,  E.,  C.  N.,  Tobit  and  the  Fish,  la 
Viryen  del  Pez,  a simple  grand  sym- 
metrical composition,  perhaps  some- 
what too  yellow  in  colour.  This  also 
was  taken  to  Paris,  aud  was  there  re- 
moved from  board  to  canvas,  a danger- 
ous process  invented  at  Ferrara  by  An- 
tonio Coutri,  having  been  first  scrubbed 
aud  over-varnished  : 784,  Christ  bear- 
ing the  Cross,  or  El  Pasmo  de  Sicilia, 
from  having  been  painted  for  a church 
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in  Sicily,  called  la  Madonna  del 
Spasimo ; it  is  accounted  as  second 
only  to  the  Transfiguration  by  those 
■who  look  to  size,  or  are  afraid  to  ex- 
press an  honest  dissent  •when  called 
upon  as  a matter  of  course  to  fall  into 
stereotyped  common-form  raptures. 
This  picture  at  Paris  was  removed 
from  boards  to  canvas  by  Mons.  Bonne- 
maison,  of  whom  Passavant  (Kunst- 
reise  77)  records  this  anecdote : Mons. 
David  calling  one  morning,  found  him 
sponging  these  Raphaels  with  spirit  of 
turpentine.  Even  the  man  of  the  guil- 
lotine was  shocked,  and  ventured  to 
remonstrate,  but  was  answered,  “ It 
does  no  harm.it  is  nourishing.”  It  was 
then  much  repainted  ; the  tone  is  hard, 
brick-dusty  and  relackered.  Again, 
however  fine  the  expression  of  the 
mother,  beautiful  the  Veronica  and 
groups  to  the  r.,  the  principal  figure 
of  the  soldier  in.  front  is  somewhat  atti- 
tudinarian  and  theatrical. 

Next  observe  794,  E.,  a sweet  Holy  ' 
Family  called  De  la  Rosa ; it  has,  how- 
ever, been  doubted  : 798,  E„  a small 
Holy  Family  painted  in  1507:  834, 
E.,  St.  Elizabeth  visits  the  Virgin,  a 
contrast  of  aged  and  youthful  preg- 
nancy, a subject  never  over-pleasing. 
The  composition  is  very  simple,  with 
a fine  landscape.  This  also  was  re- 
moved at  Paris  from  board  to  canvas, 
and  was  then  painted  over  and  extra- 
varnished.  It  is  inscribed  in  letters  of 
gold,  Raphael  Urbinas,  F. ; Marinas 
Branconius,  F.  F. — fecit  facere  : 901,  a 
portrait,  according  to  some,  of  Bartolo, 
the  jurisconsult;  according  to  others, 
of  Andrea  Navagiero,  ambassador  to 
Charles  V.,  and  author  of  * II  Viaggio 
de  Espagna.’  Although  somewhat 
hard  and  reddish,  it  is  very  grand, 
simple,  and  effective : 905,  C.  L.,  por- 
trait of  Cardinal  Julio  de  Medicis,  a 
truly  Italian  head  ; how  ftill  of  mental 
power ; observe  the  decision  in  the  fine 
compressed  lips  and  the  keen  intellect 
of  the  pursuing  eyes : 909,  a portrait 
thought  by  some  to  be  that  of  Agostino 
Beazano. 

Of  all  the  Italian  schools,  that  of 
Venice  is  the  richest.  Titian  was  the 
personal  friend  of  Charles  V.  and 
Philip  II.,  and  (although  Kugler 


doubts  it,  being  evidently  unac- 
quainted with  the  Spanish  collections) 
he  came  to  Madrid  in  1 532,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1535,  which  ac- 
counts for  the  number  and  fineness  of 
his  works  (see  Cean  Bermudez  ‘ D.’  v. 
30). 

Again,  of  all  the  Italian  schools,  that 
of  Venice  was  the  most  admired  by 
Velazquez,  who  went  purposely  to  that 
city  to  purchase  pictures  for  Philip 
IV.;  at  Madrid,  therefore,  Titian  is  to 
be  seen  in  all  his  senatorial  dignity  of 
portrait  and  his  glorious  power  of  co- 
lour— oh  magical,  ravishing  colour! 
pounded  flesh  rather,  if  not  rubies  and 
emeralds,  and  which,  in  spite  of  un- 
learned drawing,  carries  all  before  it. 
Titian  was,  indeed,  a painter. 

By  Giovanni  Bellini  of  Venice,  1426- 
1516,  observe  665,  Virgin  and  Child; 
although  curious,  it  is  hard,  and  has 
been  repainted:  414,  Jesus  giving  the 
Keys  to  Peter,  is  a truly  early  Italian 
picture;  it  came  from  the  Escorial, 
where  it  was  attributed  to  Giorgione, 
aud  was  the  companion  of  792,  by  that 
great  artist,  the  Virgin  witlj  Saints, 
which  is  one  of  his  very  finest  pictures : 
observe  the  man  in  armour.  Giorgio 
Barbanelli  il  Giorgione,  1477-1511, 
died  too  young,  while  Titian,  his  co- 
pupil, lived  too  long.  His  picture, 
780,  of  David  killing  Goliath,  is  fine  ; 
the  cinque- cento  costume  is  interesting, 
but  the  proportions  between  the  strip- 
ling and  the  giant  are  not  well  observed. 

By  Tiziano  Vecellio,  of  Cadore, 
1477-1576,  there  are  43  pictures,  a 
museum  of  themselves.  421,  E.,  The 
Virgin:  428,  E., Christ  in  the  Garden, 
much  injured : 437,  E.,  St.  Jerome : 
465,  E.,  the  Virgin,  a Dolorosa:  492, 
E.,  St.  Jerome:  680,  Portrait:  682, 
Ditto : 685,  C.  L.,  Charles  V.  on  Horse- 
back ; this,  before  its  recent  restoration, 
was  the  finest  equestrian  picture  in  the 
world  ; it  is  more  sublime  and  poetical 
than  Velazquez,  yet  equally  true  to 
life ; the  knight-errant  emperor,  a king, 
aye  every  inch  a king,  inspires  an  awe, 
like  the  Theodore  of  Dryden  pursuing 
the  perjured  Honoria : 695.  Titian's 
own  Portrait,  venerable  and  intelli- 
gent: 724,  a Portrait:  728,  C L„ 
Diana  and  Actaeon : 729,  C.  L.,  Diana 
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and  Calisto,  two  charming  sketches, 
coloured  with  pounded  flesh  and  tur- 
quoise skies ; they  have  been  draped 
and  painted  over,  owing  to  Spanish 
prudery  ; the  drawing  is  not  very  ac- 
curate, but  Titian  was  84  years  old 
when  these  were  produced.  740,  Por- 
trait: 752,  E,  the  celebrated  Gloria 
or  apotheosis  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip 
II.,  who,  kings  on  earth,  now  appear 
as  suppliants  before  the  King  of  heaven 
and  the  angelic  court.  This,  by  many 
considered  the  masterpiece  of  Titian, 
was  painted  in  his  best  time  for  Charles 
V.,  who  directed  by  his  will  that  it 
should  always  be  hung  where  his  body 
was  buried  : it  remained  at  San  Yuste 
(see  p.  276)  until  Philip  II.  moved  his 
father’s  remains  to  the  Escorial. 

Next  observe  756,  The  Punishment 
of  Sisyphus,  painted  for  our  bloody 
Mary  ; 765,  C.  L.,  Charles  V.  with  his 
favourite  Irish  dog;  this  picture  be- 
longed to  our  Charles  I. ; here  is  the 
emperor  in  his  privacy,  with  his  look 
of  care  and  pain  ; 769,  C.  L.,  is  his  son 
Philip  II.;  young,  and  in  armour,  rich 
in  costume,  delicate  in  form  and  fea- 
ture. 775,  E.,  St.  Margaret,  very  fine, 
but  it  has  been  repainted  with  false 
draperies:  776,  C.  L.,  Salome,  with  the 
Head  of  the  Baptist:  this  exquisite 
picture  is  said  to  be  a portrait  of 
Titian’s  daughter,  and  if  the  face  be 
not  strictly  correct  beauty,  it  is  indi- 
vidual: 787,  Prometheus,  captive  and 
tortured ; it  was  painted  for  our  bloody 
Mary ; “ here  is  the  rock,  the  vulture, 
and  the  chain,  and  all  the  proud  can 
feel  of  pain;”  compare  the  poetical 
treatment  by  our  Italian  with  121,  the 
butcher  production  of  the  practical 
Spaniard  Ribera;  it  is  jEschylus  con- 
trasted with  Torquemada:  801,  C.  L., 
Venus  and  Adonis,  glorious  ; there  is 
an  inferior  repetition  in  our  National 
Gallery : seen  from  a certain  distance, 
when  the  demitints  tell  up,  all  that  is 
flat  when  one  is  near  then  In  comes 
form  and  meaning : 805,  E.,  The  Ca- 
tholic Faith  flying  for  Protection  to 
Spain:  812,  Adam  and  Eve;  observe 
the  pentimentos  in  Adam's  head:  this 
was  Rubens’s  favourite,  and  no  wonder, 
for  the  forms  are  more  sprawling  and 
the  fleshes  heavier  than  is  usual  in 


Titian:  813,  E.,  Christ  placed  in  the 
Sepulchre,  fine : 821,  the  Marquis  del 
Vasto,  the  illustrious  D’ Avalos,  ad- 
dressing his  troops,  finely  coloured, 
but  cruelly  restored  ; belonged  to  our 
Charles  1. : 822,  E.,  is  a repetition  of 
813:  851,  another  St.  Margaret;  the 
figure  is  well  relieved  by  the  gloomy 
rocky  back  - ground  ; also  was  our 
Charles’s:  852,  C.  L., Offering  to  Fe- 
cundity, marvellous  ; but  it  will  shock 
all  Malthusians,  for  never  were  so 
many  or  such  playful  living  children 
better  grouped  and  painted ; unfortu- 
nately it  has  been  spotted  by  retouches : 
this  was  the  picture  which,  when  at 
Rome,  in  the  Ludovisi  Gallery,  was 
the  studyand  the  roakingof  N.  Ponssin. 
854,  Victory  of  Lepanto,  painted  by 
Titian  when  91  years  old  ; even  in  his 
age  live  his  wonted  fires ; the  colour- 
ing is  rich,  the  harmonious  effect  fine, 
but  the  composition  is  feeble ; the  rows 
of  pillars  look  like  organ-pipes,  and  the 
angel  seems  as  if  it  had  been  thrown 
out  of  window  and  must  break  its 
neck;  Philip  II.,  in  his  red  breeches 
and  yellow  boots,  places  his  naked  son 
Fernando  somewhat  awkwardly  on  the 
table : however,  as  a curiosity  of  the 
sustained  art  of  Titian  this  picture  de- 
serves notice.  864,  C.  L.,  a Baccha- 
nal ; Ariadne  in  the  Isle  of  Naxos 
abandoned  by  Theseus ; this,  before 
its  restauracion,  was  one  of  the  finest 
pictures  in  the  world ; joyous  mirth 
and  a dance  of  light  never  were  so  co- 
loured ; it  is  a companion  to  the  infe- 
rior Bacchus  and  Ariadne  in  our  Na- 
tional Gallery.  868,  E.,  Repose  in 
Egypt,  a superb  landskip ; this  is  the 
subject  engraved  by  Bonasoni:  878, 
C.  L.,  Portrait  of  Isabella,  wife  of 
Charles  V.,  superbly  painted  costume : 
882,  Adoration  of  Kings;  915,  a mag- 
nificent Portrait;  what  a subtlety  of 
intellect  1 observe  the  effect  of  the  blue 
sash:  926,  Portrait  of  Alfonso,  Duke  of 
Ferrara ; fine  costume. 

Jacobo  Robusti  il  Tintoretto,  of 
Venice,  1512-1594,  worthily  sustains 
his  master’s  style.  490,  E.,  a Mag- 
dalen, almost  naked:  602,  Minerva,  an 
allegory : 607,  a truly  Titianesque 
Portrait : 626,  Ditto  : 628,  645,  Ditto, 
very  fine  : 672,  Judith  and  Holo- 
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phernes : 679,  a singular  picture  of  the 
Doge  seated  in  Council,  in  a superb 
saloon  of  state,  was  long  ascribed  to 
Tintoretto,  it  is  now  ascertained  to  be 
by  Pietro  Malombra,  Venice,  1556- 
1618  ; it  is  highly  interesting,  both  as 
a work  of  art,  original  portraits,  and 
local  costume.  704,  La  Gloria,  the 
original  sketch  for  the  picture  in  the 
Doge’s  palace  at  Venice,  and  bought 
there  by  Velazquez;  it,  however,  is 
heavy  in  colour,  and  a fricassee  of  legs 
and  arms ; the  man  with  a large  head 
in  the  corner  seems  scared  and  disap- 
pointed, as  he  well  might  be  with  such 
a Paradise.  830,  St.  Jerome : 839, 
Death  of  Holophernes  : 904,  a superb 
Cardinal:  913,  a Venetian  Senator: 
919,  Portrait  of  Sebastian  Veniero. 

Paul  Veronese,  1528-1 588,  appears 
in  all  his  gorgeous  brocade,  splendour 
of  drapery,  and  fine  portraiture  ; notice 
453,  E.,  Marriage  of  Cana  ; it  belonged 
to  our  Charles  I. : 497,  E.,  Christ  at 
the  Column  : 625,  E , Christ  and  the 
Centurion,  fine:  661,  Rebecca  at  the 
Well,  rather  dark:  691,  Moses  found 
in  the  Nile,  a charming  gay  cabinet 
picture,  ascribed  by  some  to  Tinto- 
retto: 710,  The  Birth  of  a Prince — 
Celebris  mundi  Veneris  partus ; this  is 
an  allegory,  with  too  much  blue  sky 
and  red  curtain : 764,  Portrait  of  a 
Lady : 793,  Ditto : 825,  E.,  Christ  and 
the  Centurion,  fine  : 843,  C.  L.,  Venus 
and  Adonis,  a very  fine  picture  of  great 
repose  and  effect ; the  flesh  and  rich 
draperies  are  equal  to  Titian:  876, 
C-  L.,  an  allegory,  Virtue  and  Vice ; 
neither  are  very  attractive,  and  the 
youth  is  stupid,  although  finely  painted, 
and  the  attitudes  are  very  awkward : 
896,  Cain  and  his  Family,  a magni- 
ficent composition,  a picture  of  man’s 
despair  consoled  by  a true  wife,  who 
will  not  desert  the  father  of  her  chil- 
dren: the  brown  landskip,  lowering 
sky,  and  breaking  halo,  are  in  sombre 
harmony  with  the  sentiment.  897,  E., 
a Martyrdom  of  San  Gines,  fine : 898, 
C.  L.,  Susanna  and  the  Elders,  fine : 
899,  Christ  disputing  with  the  Doctors, 
finely  composed,  but  somewhat  grey, 
green,  and  wanting  in  effect. 

Of  the  Da  Pontes,  or  Bassanos, 
there  are  many  and  fine  specimens,  but 


it  is  tedious  to  describe  these  cattle- 
show  pictures  of  sheep  and  oxen,  for  the 
sacred  figures  are  often  only  accessories 
to  the  beasts;  615,  Leandro,  Orpheus, 
and  animals:  620,  Jacobo,  1510-1592, 
Dives  and  Lazarus : 632,  E.,  The 
Money-changers  in  the  Temple,  finely 
coloured.  673,  Jacobo,  Adam  and 
Eve:  675,  Francesco,  the  Last  Supper  : 
701,  Leandro,  Coppersmiths  at  Work, 
a fine  specimen : 730,  Francesco,  Jacob 
Travelling:  841,  Jacobo,  his  own  Por- 
trait: 877,  Francesco,  Paradise,  an 
excellent  specimen  of  the  Master : 
880,  Leandro,  Forge  of  Vulcan,  fine : 
910,  Leandro,  Venice,  The  Doge  Em- 
barking. 

Having  examined  the  Spanish 
school,  Raphael,  and  the  Venetians  in 
detail,  now  take  a general  view  of  the 
rest  of  the  gallery.  In  the  Bajada  a 
varias  Escuelas,  avoid  No.  382,  a 
Christ  Buffeted,  by  the  Director  Sefior 
Madrazo,  which  suggests  the  somewhat 
irreverent  criticism  of  Alonso  Cano,  on 
being  shown  a badly  executed  crucifix, 
“ Forgive  them.  Lord  1 for  they  know 
not  what  they  do.”  In  the  Escuelas 
varias  observe  No.  407,  E.,  Rubens, 
1577-1640,  The  Supper  at  Emmaus,  a 
fine,  rich,  brown  painting,  although  the 
Silenus-like  figure  of  “mine  host"  de- 
stroys the  dignity  of  sentiment:  409, 
an  early  picture  of  the  Marriage  of  the 
Virgin : 422,  E,,  a Concepcion,  Rubens, 
but  how  inferior  in  grace  to  229  of 
Murillo : 439,  E.,  a Dead  Christ,  Ru- 
bens: 475,  E.,  a Magdalen,  Luis  de 
Carbajal,  whose  best  pictures  remain 
at  the  Escorial : 496,  E.,  Coronation  of 
Christ  with  Thorns,  Vandyke:  515, 
Ignacio  Iriarte,  1620-1685,  a Land- 
skip  ; Murillo  used  to  say  that  he  was 
fit  to  paint  scenes  in  heaven,  w^iich 
must  be  understood  as  meaning  Anda- 
lucia,  the  elysium  of  these  local  Sevil- 
lians : 526  and  532  are  other  specimens, 
yet,  compared  to  the  Italian,  Dutch, 
and  English  landskip  painters,  Iriarte 
is  very  second-rate ; but  in  Spain,  as 
among  the  classical  ancients,  landskip 
was  only  an  accessory  or  conventional, 
and  seldom  really  treated  as  a princi- 
pal either  in  art  or  literature:  their 
efforts  were  vague  bald  generalities, 
with  no  true  graphic  quality,  no  pre- 
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cision  of  touch,  no  local  colour,  air, 
sensibility,  no  individuality.  They 
seldom  saw  nature  with  the  poet’s  feel-  I 
ing  combined  with  the  painter's  eye  ; 
the  pen  and  pencil  were  sculpturesque 
rather  than  picturesque,  man  being  the 
absorbing  object  Again,  a taste  for 
landskip  is  acquired,  and  few  Orientals 
or  Spaniards  nave  any  feeling  for  na- 
ture beyond  local  associations,  or 
notions  of  profit  and  personal  enjoy-  [ 
ment;  they  love  the  country,  not  for 
itself,  but  as  in  relation  to  themselves : | 
bnt  even  some  of  our  gentlemen  farm- 
ers are  often  so  blunted  by  profes- 
sional habits,  as  only  to  be  thinking  of 
draining,  where  Turner  would  go  crazy 
with  delight,  and  when  talking  of  bul-  j 
locks  which  would  drive  Paul  Potter 
mad,  are  solely  speculating  on  what 
per  score  the  carcass  will  fetch,  sinking 
the  offal. 

Next  observe  530,  Sancho  Coello, 
Isabel,  third  wife  of  Philip  II.:  531, 
San  Hermenegildo,  Francisco  de  Her- 
rera el  Mozo  of  Seville,  1622-1685: 
533.  Pantoja,  Portrait  of  Dona  Juana: 
543,  Magdalen,  Antonio  Antolinez  of 
Seville,  1639 — 1676  : 549,  Pantoja, 
Charles  V. 

Passing  on  and  avoiding  the  vile 
modern  Spanish  pictures,  we  enter  the 
magnificent  Italian  gallery,  where 
masters,  schools,  periods,  sizes,  and 
subjects  are  jumbled  together.  Where 
all  are  good,  select,  603.  C.  L.,  Giovanni 
Francisco  Barbieri,  II  Guercino.  1590- 
1666,  St.  Peter  in  prison  : 609,  Andres 
Vaccaro  of  Naples,  1598-1670,  San 
Cayetano,  when  a child,  offered  to  the 
Virgin:  6U,Giulio  Cesare  Procaccini 
of  Bologna,  1 548-1626,  Samson  destroy- 
ing the  Philistines:  612.  Landskip, 
Gaspar  Poussin  ; the  St  Jerome  is  by 
Nicolas:  630,  Dominico  Zampieri,  11 
Domenichino  of  Bologna,  1581-1641, 
St.  Jerome  visited  by  Angels,  fine : 
633.  Christofano  Allori  of  Florence, 
1577-1621,  portrait  of  a Lady:  634, 
Guido  Reni  of  Bologna,  1575-1642,  St. 
Sebastian : 636,  ditto,  Cleopatra,  but 
somewhat  green  and  slaty:  637,  C.  L., 
Federigo  Fiori,  Baroccio,  Urbino,  1559- 
1613,  Birth  of  the  Saviour:  643,  St. 
John  preaching,  El  Caballero  Maximo, 
Massimo  Stanzioni  of  Naples,  1585- 


1656,  whose  pictures  should  be  ex- 
amined, as  his  style  much  influenced 
Velazquez,  who  twice  visited  him  and 
Ribera  at  Naples : 644,  Salvator  Rosa 
of  Naples,  1615-1673,  Isaac  and  Re- 
becca: 647,  Guercino,  the  genius  of 
painting  in  a rich  orange  drapery : 
648,  Salvator  Rosa,  the  Sacrifice  of 
Abraham  : 651,  a curious  Venetian 
portrait  of  Pejeron,  jester  to  the  Conde 
de  Benavente : 653,  Gaspar  Poussin, 
landskip  and  animals:  660,  Francesco 
Albano  of  Bologna,  1578-1660,  C.  L., 
Venus  at  her  toilet,  very  transparent, 
but  the  flesh  is  flat  and  unprofitable 
when  compared  to  Titian ; and  how- 
ever elegant  the  cupids,  they  are  con- 
ventional, and  lack  the  reality  of 
living,  child-like  joyousness. 

Next  observe  664,  C.  L.,  Andrea 
Vannuchi  del  Sarto,  Florence,  1488- 
1530,  portrait  of  his  wife  Lucretia 
Fede;  this  once  exquisite  picture  was 
cruelly  restored  in  1833:  666,  C.  L., 
Leonardo  da  Vinci,  1452-1519,  por- 
trait of  Mona  Lisa;  there  is  a repe- 
tition in  the  Louvre  ; this  one  has 
been  doubted ; the  drapery  is  heavy, 
the  cheeks  puffy,  and  the  eyes  too  near 
the  nose:  671,  Albano,  Judgment  of 
Paris : 670,  Giovanni  Baptista  Tiepolo 
of  Venice,  1693-1770,  a Concepcion, 
but  far  inferior  to  Spanish  treatment ; 
the  Virgin's  feet  are  shown  ; 681,  C.  L., 
A.  del  Sarto,  Virgin  and  Saints;  com- 
pare it  with  911  : 683,  Landskip,  G. 
Poussin : 689,  Sebastian  Luciano,  Se- 
bastian del  Piombo,  pupil  of  Michael 
Angelo,  1483-1547,  Christ  bearing  the 
Cross,  small,  and  painted  on  slate ; it 
has  been  doubted.  These  are  the  pic- 
tures on  which  Morales  formed  his 
style.  693,  Paris  Bordone,  1500-1570, 
portrait  of  a Lady : 705,  Agostino  Car- 
racci, 1558-1601,  St.  Francis  beholding 
a heavenly  Vision;  dark,  the  saint 
awkward,  and  the  joined  hand  of  angel 
to  r.  common-place ; how  superior  was 
Murillo’s  treatment  of  this'  subject. 
706,  Domenichino,  Sacrifice  of  Abra- 
ham: 711,  Carlo  Maximo.  Sacrifice 
to  Bacchus,  a fine  specimen:  721, 
M.  Angelo  Buonarotti,  1474-1563, 
Christ  at  the  Pillar,  doubtful : 734, 
Angiolo  Bronzino,  1501-1570,  a splen- 
did portrait;  a fine  pensive  character 
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of  the  high-bred  Italian  youth:  737, 
Caballero  Maximo,  the  Message  to 
Zacharias:  743,  C.  L.,  Salvator  Rosa, 
a view  in  the  Bay  of  Salerno : 751,  E., 
Guido,  Virgin  on  a Throne,  a magni- 
ficent picture,  finely  coloured,  and 
grand  in  expression.  In  this  there  is 
none  of  his  insipid  mannerism,  and 
want  of  real  life  and  personal  inte- 
rest: 759,  E.,  Sebastian  del  Piombo, 
Christ  in  Hades ; grandly  conceived, 
and  a sublime  representation  of  the 
ghostly  mysterious  character  which 
marked  all  the  appearances  of  the 
Saviour  after  the  Resurrection.  Se- 
bastian was  the  Dante  of  painting; 
who,  homeless  on  earth,  made  his 
home  more  and  more  in  the  awful 
other  world.  He  was  worthy  to  paint 
Hades  and  the  Revelations. 

Next  observe  761,  Alessandro  Allori, 
1535-1607, Santa  Veronica:  771,  Gior- 
gio Vasari  of  Arezzo.  1512-1574,  a 
Charity,  hard  and  affected,  and  merely 
coloured  sculpture:  772,  C.  L.,  A.  del 
Sarto,  Holy  Family,  very  fine  and 
grand ; it  belonged  to  our  Charles  I., 
and  both  Murillo  and  Mengs  must 
have  carefully  studied  this  admirable 
picture:  778,  E.,  Holy  Family,  L. 
da  Vinci,  but  thought  by  some  to  be 
by  Luini:  779,  E.,  Christ  bearing  his 
Cross,  another  very  grand  Sebastian 
del  Piombo:  786,  Jacobo  Palma,  an 
Adoration  of  Shepherds  most  richly 
coloured : 788,  E.,  Repose  in  Egypt, 
A.  del  Sarto : 789,  Jacobo  Carucci  da 
Pontormo,  1493-1558,  Holy  Family: 
790,  Caballero  Maximo,  the  Beheading 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist : 795,  Artemisia 
Lomi  Gentileschi,  the  Birth  of  the 
Baptist ; the  satiny  drapery  is  painted 
like  Zurbaran  : 797,  Lorenzo  Lotto,  a 
Marriage,  said  to  be  between  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  curious  for  cos- 
tume : 799,  Bernardo  Luini,  Salome 
with  the  Baptist’s  head ; she  is  a co- 
quettish Italian  beauty;  it  has  been 
cruelly  repainted : 809,  E.,  Antonio 
Allegri  Correggio,  1494-1534,  Jesus 
and  Mary  Magdalen.  This  has  been 
doubted  since  the  false  draperies  have 
recently  been  removed ; but  Spain  is 
poor  in  Correggios ; those  which  Go- 
doy  had  “ collected  ” were  “ re-col- 
lected” by  Murat:  two  of  them 
Sp. 


purchased  from  his  widow  by  Lord 
Londonderry,  are  now  in  the  Lon- 
don National  Gallery  ; the  Venus 
having  originally  belonged  to  our 
unfortunate  Charles  I.  : 814  and 

816  are  attributed,  without  reason,  to 
Correggio:  817,  Baroccio,  a Cruci- 
fixion, fine  and  delicately  painted, 
with  much  resigned  softness  in  the 
expression ;' a view  of  IJrbino  forms 
the  background : 833,  Luigi  Cardi, 
II  Cigoli,  1559-1G13,  the  Magdalen: 
837,  A.  del  Sarto,  the  Sacrifice  of 
Abraham ; curious  as  teing  a repeti- 
tion of  the  picture  sent  by  the  artist 
to  Francis  I.,  as  some  atonement  for 
the  money  which  he  had  embezzled : 
840  and  844,  fine  portraits,  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Tuscauy,  Bronzino:  847, 
Guercino,  a Magdalen,  and  singularly 
unpleasing:  849,  Giovanni  Antonio 
Licinio  Kegillo  de  Pordenone,  1484- 
1539,  the  Death  of  Abel : 855,  Guido, 
a Magdalen:  861,  Bronzino,  a fine 
Portrait  of  a Violin  Player : 867, 
Francesco  Mazzuoli,  II  Parmigianino, 
1503-1534,  a superb  portrait;  the  silk 
velvet  and  fur  edging  are  marvellously 
painted ; the  head  is  full  of  quiet  Italian 
dignity  : 871,  A.  del  Sarto,  a fine  Holy 
Family  ; the  child  looks  charmingly 
at  the  spectator : 879,  Parmigianino, 
C-  L.,  a Holy  Family,  and  a capital 
specimen:  883,  E.,  An. Carracci,  1560- 
1609,  Assumption  of  the  Virgin:  884, 
Giovanni  Lanfranco,  1581-1647,  Fu- 
neral of  Julius  Ctesar,  of  larger  size 
than  merit:  890,  Luca  Giordano,  an 
Allegory  of  Peace,  of  colossal  dimen- 
sions and  diminutive  merit : 894, 
Guercino,  Susanna  and  the  Elders, 
fine,  and  like  Domenichino  ; her  body, 
however,  is  rather  stony : 900  and 
903,  G.  Poussin,  fine:  911,  A.  del 
Sarto,  said  by  some  to  be  by  Squazetti ; 
917,  L.  da  Vinci,  doubtful;  it  has 
been  overcleaned  and  repainted:  920, 
G.  Poussin ; this  and  916  are  superb 
full-toned  specimens,  and  full  of  sub- 
ject: 929,  Bronzino,  a Lady  with  three 
Children,  grand,  but  hard  and  Floren- 
tine. 

Now  examine  the  German,  Flemish, 
and  French  schools,  which  are  col- 
lected in  a circular  saloon  by  them- 
selves, not  that  they  have  much  in 
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common  with  each  other.  The 
Spaniards  have  very  properly  placed  J 
Gaspar  Poussin,  who  was  born  at  ] 
Home,  among  the  Italians,  and  yet 
have  included  Nicolas  Poussin  and  j 
Claude  among  the  French ; but  Claude  j 
left  France,  aged  12,  a pastry-cook’s 
boy,  aud  pies,  capital  oues  no  doubt, 
he  would  have  lived  and  died  making 
in  that  paradise  of  transcendental  culi- 
nary artistes.  In  beautiful  poetical 
Italy,  the  nurse  of  art,  where  there  J 
are  more  altars  than  ovens,  more 
painters  than  pastry-cooks,  his  other  j 
dormant  capabilities  were  awaked;  i 
then  and  there  the  mighty  genius  im- 
prisoned in  a jam-pot  burst  forth  to 
better  things;  and  the  youth  haviug 
been  born  artistically  again  in  a new 
and  congenial  country,  became  a great 
Italian  painter : and,  like  him,  Poussin 
early  in  life  abandoned  his  unpic- 
turesque  country ; re-educated  at  Home, 
he  became  so  Roman,  majestic,  his- 
torical, aud  utterly  un-French,  that  he 
could  only  breathe  a classical  air: 
thus,  when  compelled  by  Louis  XIV. 
to  return  to  fickle  France,  this  serious 
man  pined,  sickened,  and  would  have 
died,  unless  restored  to  a better  at- 
mosphere and  scenery.  Both  are 
essentially  Italians  as  painters,  which 
is  their  whole  attraction ; and  if  this 
be  doubted,  compare  their  style  and 
sentiment  to  the  veritable  Frenchmen, 
whose  works  are  hung  near  them,  to  : 
wit,  the  Jouvenets,  Lafosses,  Mignards,  j 
and  Rigauds.  As  Holbein  and  Van-  j 
dyke  were  formed  by  painting  English 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  the  noblest  aud 
most  beautiful  models  in  the  creation, 
so  Claude  and  Poussin  were  created 
by  the  sunny  skies,  the  temples  and 
antiquities  of  Italy,  and  they  both 
lived  and  died  at  Rome,  their  adopted 
country;  and  their  ashes  repose  on 
the  bauks  of  the  classical  Tiber,  not 
on  those  of  the  commonplace  Seine. 
Ingrata  patria  ne  ossa  quidem ! Their 
nationality  must  be  decided  by  their 
fruit,  and  they  are  the  golden  apples 
of  a garden  of  Hesperus,  and  to  both 
may  be  applied  the  old  adage,  non  ubi 
nascitur  sed  ubi  paseitur.  If  Claude 
is  to  change  his  country,  it  should 
be  for  nature-worshipping  England,  I 


where  he  is  best  estimated,  and  where 
his  finest  works  are  to  be  found. 

The  Poussins,  both  Gaspar  and  Ni- 
colas, are  first-rate.  Observe  942,  C. 
L.,  Claude  Gilee,  Lorraine,  1600-1682, 
Ruins  at  Rome,  with  the  Coliseum  ; 
the  figures  are  by  Philipo  Laura,  as 
Claude  was  accustomed  to  say  that 
he  soil  his  landskips,  but  gave  away 
his  figures.  It  is  doubtful,  however, 
whether  even  better-drawn  figures  by 
another  hand  really  tell,  either  in  form 
or  colour,  so  well  as  those  dashed  in  by 
the  landskip  painter  himself,  who  used 
them  not  for  themselves,  but  as  aids 
and  accessories,  which  a figure  painter 
would  forget  and  convert  them  into 
principals.  945,  Nicolas  Poussin,  of 
Normandy,  1594-1665:  947,  C.  L., 
Claude,  a Sunset ; full  of  exquisite 
repose.  The  figures,  except  the  Shep- 
herd, are  by  Courtois.  948,  N.  Pous- 
sin, Bacchus  aud  Nymphs,  a most 
classical  group,  in  a splendid  landskip ; 
963,  964,  Antonio  Rafael  Mengs,  1728- 
1779,  Charles  IV.  and  his  Wife;  both 
are  most  truly  commonplace  and 
odious.  967,  a German  picture  of  the 
miraculous  Hostia  at  Bolsena:  971, 
Antonio  Watteau,  1684-1721,  one  of 
his  agreeable  Village  Weddings:  972, 
Albert  Durer,  1470-1528,  his  own 
Portrait,  aged  26,  signed  and  inscribed, 
“ Dass  malt  ich  nach  meine  gestalt, 
ich  war  sechs  und  zwanzig  yar  alt:” 
975,  C.  L.,  Claude,  Sunset,  with  a 
Hermit,  doubtful ; the  figure  is  by 
Francisco  da  Gubbio : 976,  C.  L.,  N. 
Poussin,  fine : 982,  C.  L.,  N.  Poussin, 
David  and  Goliath : 983,  ditto,  a Bac- 
chaual : 988,  Claude  Joseph  Vernet, 
1714-1789,  Landskip,  with  a Cascade: 
989,  N.  Poussin,  Mount  Parnassus : 
991,  Watteau,  a pretty  Scene  at  St. 
Cloud : 992,  A.  Durer,  a fine  Portrait : 
1003,  Claude:  1004,  1005,  1025,  and 
1026,  C.  L.,  are  small  J.  van  Ostades : 
1006,  1020,  two  curious  hunting  pic- 
tures, by  Lucas  Cranach,  1472-1552: 
the  Elector  John  of  Saxony  entertains 
Charles  V.,  who  is  to  be  recognised  by 
his  Golden  Fleece.  The  buildings  and 
costume  are  truly  old  German  ; then 
there  is  a sea  of  hartshorn,  and  a mar- 
vellous contempt  of  perspective.  1009, 
A.  Durer,  a Musical  Allegory : 1013 
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and  1014,  N.  Poussin:  1017,  an  Alle- 
gory, and  1019,  a Holy  Family,  both 
attributed  to  A.  Durer:  1023,  Sauta 
Cecilia,  and  1024,  Ancient  Rome,  both 
N.  Poussin’s:  1033,  Claude,  Ruins, 
and  St.  Anthony  being  tempted  : 1040, 
Diana,  N.  Poussin:  1042,  Quintin 
Matsys,  1450-1529,  a Village  Surgeon : 
1044,  1045,  and  1047  are  three  good 
Vernets : 1049,  Claude,  a Morning 
Scene,  with  the  Magdalen:  1050,  N. 
Poussin,  Meleager  hunting;  a most 
truly  classical  composition:  1051,  ditto, 
Siltuus : 1057,  Mengs,  Adoration  of 
Shepherds,  an  academical,  eclectic, 
and  feeble  veneering  of  other  men’s 
ideas,  especially  those  of  Correggio : 
1062,  a very  fine  early  Holy  Family, 
with  architecture,  ascribed  to  Lucas 
van  Leyden,  but  it  much  resembles 
Fernando  Gallegos:  1067  and  1070, 
N.  Poussin:  1069,  A.  Durer,  Adam 
and  Eve : 1080,  C.  L.,  Claude,  a glo- 
rious Italian  Sunset,  with  beautiful 
water;  the  figures  of  Tobit  and  the 
Angel  are  by  Courtois ; it  is  No.  32 
in  the  ‘ Liber  Veritatis :’  1081,  C.  L., 
Claude,  a superb  Sunrise,  with  sea  and 
architecture ; the  groups  embarking 
are  by  Courtois ; No.  51  in  ‘ Lib.  Ver.:’ 
1082,  C.  L.,  Claude,  a Morning  Scene, 
rather  dark,  and  in  an  earlier  style ; 
figures  by  P.  Laura:  1086,  C.  L., 
Claude,  Landskip,  with  a Ford  ; also 
in  an  early  style,  with  figures,  by 
P.  Laura.  These  Claudes,  when  we 
last  saw  them,  were  much  in  want  of 
lining,  but  were  pure  as  the  day  they 
were  painted.  These  truly  Italian 
gems  are  surrounded  by  pictures,  of 
whose  nationality  there  can  be  no  mis- 
take; but  the  clinquant  Louis  XIV. 
periwigs  act  like  foils,  by  contrasting 
style ; how  the  simple  feeling  of  a 
nature  pure  and  undefiled  soars  above 
the  theatrical  and  artificial  1 

Now  pass  to  the  Flemish  and  Dutch 
schools.  In  the  Galeria  de  Paso  are 
examples  of  the  Neapolitan  and  Bo- 
lognese artists  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury : among  them  Luca  Giordano  is 
remarkable,  whose  fa  presto  style, 
fetal  facility,  and  hasty  presumption 
led  to  the  utter  decline  of  painting. 
The  gods  grant  no  excellence  to 
mortals  without  labour.  Venus,  the 


mother  of  love  aud  type  of  beauty,  was 
united  to  the  hard-working  Vulcan. 
By  Luca  are,  1088,  Hercules:  1090, 
Perseus:  1094,  Susanna:  1096,  Re- 
pentance of  St.  Peter:  1098,  Rinaldo 
and  Armida:  1100,  Erminia  taking 
refuge  with  Shepherds:  1124,  Tau- 
credi  and  Clorinda:  1128,  Jacob 

wrestling  with  the  Angel:  1138, 

Tumus  conquered  by  AEneas:  1168, 
Christ  bearing  the  Cross:  1175,  An- 
dromeda: 1186,  Flora.  All  these 
tiresome  affairs  are  on  a large  scale 
of  canvas ; and  there  are  several  on  a 
smaller,  which  are  neither  worth  men- 
tion nor  observation.  This  master  pos- 
sessed great  rapidity  of  execution,  but 
as  little  thought  and  sentiment  redeems 
the  masses,  we  carry  nothing  away. 
Much  the  same  may  be  said  of  1 105, 
Reward  of  Bravery;  and  1114,  its 
companion,  Gladiators:  1151,  Naval 
combat ; 1160,  Consultation  at  a Sacri- 
fice, by  Lanfranco,  who,  like  Giordano, 
was  a better  painter  of  fresco  ceilings 
than  of  easel  pictures. 

There  is  an  apartment  of  state,  called 
La  Sala  del  descanso,  where  the  royal 
family  repose  after  the  fatigue  of  visit- 
ing the  Museo,  where  was  hung,  by 
order  of  Ferdinand  VII.,  a painting  of 
his  landing  at  Puerto  de  Santa  Maria, 
by  Aparieio:  anything  so  bad  never 
was  painted  or  conceived ; and  yet  au 
especial  description  of  this  single  pic- 
ture was  sold  by  itself  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Museo,  which  speaks  volumes  as 
to  the  fulsome  servility  and  artistical 
ignorance  of  those  who  directed  the 
taste  of  Spain. 

The  Flemish  and  Dutch  pictures 
come  the  last  in  the  Catalogue,  and 
are  of  the  highest  quality  and  very 
pure.  The  long  connexion  between 
Spain  and  the  Low  Countries  ensured 
a constant  supply  of  the  best  works ; 
and  hitherto,  from  not  being  valued 
by  Spaniards  so  much  as  those  of  their 
own  and  the  Italian  masters,  they  have 
escaped  the  fetal  restauracion.  The 
Spaniard,  long  accustomed  to  see  art 
the  handmaid  of  religion,  associates 
the  altar  with  all  painting  of  a high 
class  ; accordingly,  the  low,  earthy 
doings  of  the  Dutch  seem  to  him  to  be 
vulgar,  and  beneath  the  dignity  of  art; 
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while  the  compensating  truth  and 
beauty  of  their  landskip  are  lost  on  a 
nation  which  is  by  no  means  keenly 
alive  to  the  charms  of  the  country  and 
nature  itself. 

The  best  pictures  here,  of  these 
schools,  are  those  by  Rubens,  Van- 
dyke, and  Antonio  Moro,  who  was 
long  in  Spain.  Rubens,  in  spite  of 
his  want  of  purity,  his  occasional 
Helot  sensuality,  worse  conceptions, 
and  ill-selected  models,  has  the  com- 
pensating power  of  a glowing,  rich, 
and  harmonious  colour,  which  shines 
like  a light  from  within ; nor  can  one 
fail  to  be  charmed  with  bold  animal 
nature,  riotous  impulses,  real  life, 
energy  of  action,  and  pulpy  delineation 
of  flesh  and  blood.  Vandyke  is  the 
Velazquez  of  England,  with  the  ad- 
vantage of  better  models,  both  male 
and  female,  for  he  painted  the  aris- 
tocracy of  Great  Britain,  the  most 
manly,  finely  formed,  and  beautiful  in 
the  world.  Again,  he  had  the  advan- 
tage of  painting  ladies,  whose  portraits 
were  rarely  taken,  from  the  then  jea- 
lous habits  of  Spaniards.  Vandyke 
is  as  elegant  and  satiny  as  Velazquez 
is  dark  and  stately.  The  specimens 
of  Wouvermans  are  beyond  all  price, 
and  gems  of  purest  art.  Those  by 
Teniers,  Snyders,  Breughel,  P.  Neefs, 
Both,  are  very  fine,  but  here  again,  as 
in  the  Italian  and  Spanish  schools,  the 
collection  is  very  imperfect.  There 
is  little  or  nothing  of  such  great  mas- 
ters as  Rembrandt,  Carl  du  Jardin, 
Cuyp,  Hobbema,  Jan  Steen,  “mine 
jolly  host,”  Vandervelt,  Mieris,  Back- 
huisen,  Vandemeer,  Ostade,  Ruisdael, 
Adrien  and  William  Vandervelde, 
Paul  Potter,  Van  Hooghe,  Terburg, 
Metzu,  Gerard  Dow,  Paul  Bril,  &c. 

To  give  any  particular  description 
of  the  wilderness  of  monkeys  by  Te- 
niers, the  dogs,  game,  kitchenware, 
and  dead  drunken  Dutchmen  of  Os- 
tade, would  be  tedious  as  to  count  the 
cattle  of  the  Bassans,  although  intel- 
ligible, and  therefore  delightful,  to 
even  the  meanest  capacities  ; since, 
where  one  person  comprehends  the 
ideality  of  Raphael,  the  sublimity  of 
M.  Angelo,  a thousand  will  relish  a 
true  delineation  of  a flask  of  beer,  and 


the  humour  of  the  boor  who  drinks  it. 
Again,  the  business-like  item  accuracy 
and  working  out  of  details,  are  under- 
stood by  your  practical  men  of  busi- 
ness and  common  sense,  as  they  make 
no  demand  on  the  imagination  ; while 
effects  produced  by  broad  masses,  in- 
distinct shadowings  out,  neglect  of 
accessories,  and  appeals  to  the  mind, 
positively  appear,  especially  where 
there  is  no  mind,  to  be  dishonest  and 
unworkmanlike.  But  an  appreciation 
of  all  this  mechanical  detail  and  bona 
fide  fulfilment  of  contract  is  lost  on  the 
Spaniard,  who  is  at  best  a bungling 
operative,  and  one  who  sometimes  pro- 
mises rather  than  pays  or  performs. 

Commencing  with  the  saloon  to  the 

I.  observe  1199,  1205,  Rubens,  Por- 
trait of  Archduke  Albert  and  his  wife 
Isabel;  the  landskips  are  ascribed  to 

J.  Breughel:  1210,  D.  Teniers,  1610- 
1094,  a Rustic  Festival : 1213,  Rubens, 
Saturn  devouring  his  own  Children  ; 
this  type  of  revolutions  is  too  infanti- 
cidal  to  be  pleasing:  1216,  Rubens, 
the  Combat  of  the  Lapithte  ; it  is  full 
of  muscle,  movement,  and  flesh,  horse 
and  human:  1217,  F.  Snyders,  1579- 
1657,  a grand  Boar-hunt:  1220,  Ru- 
bens, a Holy  Family,  with  St.  George  ; 
very  fine:  1229,  C.  L Rubens,  Rape 
of  Proserpine ; grand : 1230  and  1247, 
Snyders,  Dog  subjects:  1233,  Van- 
dyke, Portrait  of  the  Painter  Richart ; 
1241,  Antonio  Moro,  1512-1568,  a 
superb  Portrait  of  Catherine,  wife  of 
John  III.  of  Portugal : 1242,  Vandyke, 
Portrait  of  a Cardinal:  1245,  C.  L., 
Vandyke,  an  exquisite  Portrait  of  the 
Countess  of  Oxford:  1251,  C.  L.,  Ru- 
bens, Moses  staying  the  Plague  by 
elevating  the  Brazen  Serpent:  1258, 
Antonio  Moro,  full-length  Portrait  of 
Dona  Juana  of  Austria;  very  fine: 
1269,  1270,  D.  Teniers,  a Pastoral  sub- 
ject and  a Rural  Feast:  1272,  1273, 
Vandyke,  Portraits  of  Henry  of  Nassau 
and  his  wife  Amelia:  1274,  D.  Te- 
niers ; the  Artist  is  showing  a Picture- 
Gallery  to  the  Archduke  Albert : 1282, 
Vandyke,  Charles  I.  in  Armour  and 
on  Horseback:  1285,  1288,  two  fine 
Game  subjects  by  Snyders:  1292,  C. 
L.,  Rubens,  Adoration  of  the  Magi ; 
it  is  said  that  he  added  the  right  por- 
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tion  to  this  picture  -when  at  Madrid, 
and  also  introduced  his  own  portrait : 
1294,  C.  L„  D.  Teniers,  La  Graciusa 
Fregatriz  ; this  is  one  of  his  best  spe- 
cimens; here  a stealthy,  jealous,  ill- 
favoured,  feline  old  wife  watches  her 
truant  husband  like  a cat,  who  is 
caressing  a young  and  pretty  burnisher 
of  saucepans:  1296,  D.  Teniers,  one  of 
his  common  Temptations  of  St.  An- 
thony : 1300,  Rubens,  the  Banquet  of 
Tereus,  who,  as  he  well  may  be,  is 
horrified  at  seeing  the  limbs  and  head 
of  his  son  served  up;  nor  can  the 
talent  of  the  painter  unbrutalise  the 
unpleasing  subject:  1305,  1335,  P. 
Neefs,  two  of  his  highly  - finished 
church  interiors:  1308,  T.  Porbus, 
1570-1622,  a fine  portrait  of  a lady  in 
black:  1314,  Vandyke,  ditto,  ditto: 
1320,  C.  L.,  Rubens,  Mercury  and 
Argos:  1328,  1329,  D.  Teniers,  Mon- 
key Artists:  1330,  Rembrandt,  1606- 
1674,  Artemisia  about  to  swallow  the 
Ashes  of  her  Husband : 1336,  Ph. 
Wouvermans,  a Mounted  Sportsman 
refreshing  at  a Venta,  capital:  1338, 
C.  L.,  Rubens,  Cadmus  and  Minerva : 
1339,  J.  Breughel,  a large  rustic  fes- 
tival, at  which  the  Archduke  Albert 
and  his  wife  are  present ; a good  speci- 
men: 1344,  J.  Both,  a fine  Sunset  in 
a rocky  scene,  with  cowherds:  1345, 
Rubens,  Portrait  of  Mary  of  Medicis : 
1350,  C.  L.,  Rubens,  Equestrian  Por- 
trait of  Ferdinand  of  Austria ; how 
inferior  to  Velazquez:  1354,  Both,  the 
Passage  of  the  Mountain,  fine : 1358, 
C.  L.,  Rubens,  Portrait  of  a Princess 
in  black  costume : 1361,  another  large 
Breughel,  allegorical  figures  of  Art 
and  Science  in  a rich  gallery':  1373, 
Rubens,  a fine  and  agreeable  picture  of 
a dancing  group:  1374, 1375,  P.  Neefs, 
fine  church  interiors;  the  figures  are 
ascribed  to  Franck:  1376,  Antonio 
Moro,  superb  Portrait  of  Dona  Maria, 
Infanta  of  Portugal:  1377,  Wouver- 
mans, an  exquisite  hunting  scene  with 
ladies  and  gentlemen  on  horseback: 
1378,  Snyders:  1380,  D.  Teniers,  a 
Rustic  Dance:  1382,  Antonio  Moro, 
fine  Portrait  of  a Lady:  1383,  Wou- 
vermans, a Sporting  Party  crossing  a 
River ; a perfect  gem. 

Passing  now  into  the  saloon  to  the 


r.,  1392,  Vandyke,  a fine  portrait  of 
an  armed  knight  with  red  scarf : 1393, 
ditto,  a Musician,  and  fine : 1394,  ditto, 
a Cavalier  in  black  satin,  slashed,  and 
very  fine:  1400,  C.  L.,  Rubens,  Philip 
II.  on  Horseback,  very  feebly  con- 
ceived and  drawn  both  as  regards  man 
1 and  beast ; the  rider's  head  is  too  big, 
and  his  seat  very  awkward  : 1401, 
Van-Eyk,  1370-1448,  Henry  Werlis 
(for  whom  this  was  painted  in  1438) 
Kneeling  in  his  Cell ; a curious  early 
picture:  1402,  J.  Breughel,  another  of 
his  allegorical  pictures  like  1361: 

1 405,  Snyders,  a fine  Lion  in  a net : 
1407,  Vandyke,  Portraits  of  himself 
and  the  Earl  of  Bristol,  so  long  minis- 
{ ter  of  Charles  I.  at  Madrid ; fine  and 
interesting:  1410,  J.  Ruisdael,  1640- 
: 1681,  a small  wooded  scene:  1418, 
1419,  P.  Neefs,  a small  pair  of  church 
interiors:  1422,  1423,  J.  Breughel,  a 
large  pair  of  landscapes,  with  a mar- 
keting and  juuketing:  1425,  and  the 
series  by  D.  Teniers,  eleven  small 
subjects  taken  from  Tasso,  and  not 
over-poetically  treated : 1440,  Ruis- 
dael, a wooded  scene  with  a lake  and 
ferry:  1442,  Rubens,  St.  George  de- 
livering the  Damsel  from  the  Dragon  : 
1443,  1444,  J.  Breughel,  two  large 
Rustic  Festivals:  1446,  Antonio  Moro, 
a superb  portrait  of  our  bloody  Queen 
Mary,  which  has  been  well  engraved 
by  Vasquez,  C.  N.  The  careless  di- 
rectors long  called  this,  although  the 
wife  of  their  Philip  II.,  the  portrait  of 
an  unknown  person,  and  Antonio  had 
been  sent  to  England  by  Charles  V. 
previously  to  the  marriage,  to  paint 
this  picture : 1447,  Vandyke,  Portrait 
of  Liberti,  an  organist  of  Antwerp : 
1448,  D.  Teniers,  a good  Rustic 
Merry-making:  1449,  Rfibens,  Ulysses 
discovers  Achilles  by  his  grasping  a 
sword:  1451,  C.  L.,  D.  Teniers,  an- 
other Temptation  of  St.  Anthony : 
1457,  Both,  a mountain  and  woody 
scene:  1461,  Rubens,  Jeremiah  in  his 
Cave  : 1463,  T.  Wouvermans,  a Party 
passing  a River,  a pure  gem:  1465, 
Rubens,  Silenus:  1467,  T.  Woofer- 
mans,  Repose  after  Chase,  with  horses 
drinking,  a first-rate  picture:  1470, 
C.  L.,  Both,  a fine  landscape  with 
hermits;  1474,  a grand  subject  of 
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Ceres  and  Pan,  painted  by  Rubens  and 
Snyders : 1487,  J.  Breughel,  Ladies 
Gardening:  1488,  D.  Teniers,  Her- 
mits j both  these  are  bn  a large  scale : 
1501,  D.  Teniers,  Gipsies  telling  an 
old  Man  his  fortune : 1 507,  Rubens, 
Mercury : by  whom  also  are  the  series 
of  Apostles  from  i509  to  1514,  and 
from  1531  to  1536,  and  how  tired  we 
get  of  them : much  finer  indeed  is 
1515,  C.  L.,  his  splendid  Portrait  of 
Thomas  More : 1 528,  Rubens,  Atalanta 
and  Meleager:  154fi,  C.  L.,  Vandyke, 
a fine  Pieth : 1551,  G.  Metzu : 1556, 
Rubens,  Archimedes:  1573,  P.  Wou- 
vertnans,  a Departure  from  an  Inn, 
most  beautiful : 1575,  C.  L.,  Rubens, 
Rudolph  of  Hapsburg  places  on  his 
Horse  a Priest  who  is  bearing  the 
Host:  1576,  C.  L.,  Rubens,  a very 
fine  picture,  with  gallants  and  their 
ladies,  a chef-d’oeuvre : 1578,  Rubens, 
Vulcan  : 1587,  ditto,  Ganymede  : 
1588,  ditto,  Rape  of  Europa,  said  to 
have  been  copied  from  Titian  by  Ru- 
bens for  our  Charles  I. ; the  two  mas- 
ters will  l>ear  no  comparison  except  in 
their  exuberance  of  works,  for  how 
coarse,  physical,  and  sensual  is  the 
Fleming,  compared  to  the  elegant,  in- 
tellectual voluptuousness  of  the  Italian. 
1591,  Snyders,  a good  picture  of 
Quarrelsome  Fowls : 1 598,  M.  Coxcis, 
the  Death  of  the  Virgin ; this  was 
brought  from  Santa  Gudula  of  Brux- 
elles by  Philip  II.:  1599,  Castle  of 
Emmaus,  ascribed  by  some  to  Rubens: 
1602,  a large  landscape  by  Monper, 
figures  by  J.  Breughel:  1607,  C.  L., 
Vandyke,  the  Treachery  of  Judas  : 

1 CIO,  C.  L.,  Wouvermans,  a charming 
halt  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  a coun- 
try inn,  first  rate  : 1615,  D.  Teniers. 

Now  descend  to  the  new  Flemish 
saloons  on  the  ground- Moor.  The 
bajada  is  hung  with  second-rate  mis- 
cellaneous pictures.  1620,  L.  Gior- 
dano, a feeble  imitation  of  the  Murillo 
urchins  at  play  : 1623,  P.  de  Cortona, 
Gladiators,  large  in  size  and  small  in 
merit ; this  master,  born  at  the  end  of 
reHf  art,  was  the  anticipation  of  the 
Mengs  and  West  school : 1625,  V. 
Carducci,  a huge  head  of  diminutive 
intelligence ; indeed,  size  of  pictures 
seem  to  have  been  selected  here  in  op- 


position to  quality,  e.  g.  1636,  Virtues, 
&c.,  by  San  Bourdon,  and  1641,  a 
tremendous  Beheading  of  St.  John, 
with  portraits  of  the  period  of  Philip 
III. ; to  say  nothing  or  1642,  a Noah's 
Ark,  by  Rosa  de  Tivoli:  1646  and 
1647  are  more  interesting,  as  being 
portraits  of  Isabella  and  Ferdinand, 
copied  from  Antonio  Rincon. 

Leaving  these  acres  of  painted  can- 
vas, we  arrive  at  the  new  Flemish 
saloons,  where  observe,  1654,  Rubens, 
Perseus  delivering  Andromeda.  The 
armour  is  finely  painted,  but  the  lady 
is  Flemish,  flabby,  and  knock-kneed. 
1662,  Rubens,  Ceres  and  Pomona: 
1666,  Rubens,  Adam'and  Eve,  finely 
painted  from  Titian  for  our  Charles  I. : 
1670,  Flora,  a joint  work  of  Rubens 
and  J.  Breughel:  1679,  1683,  Both, 
Views  of  Tivoli  : 1681,  Rubens, 

Nymphs  surprised  by  Satyrs,  superb  : 
1685,  Vandyke,  Diana  and  Endymion, 
treated  with  more  elegance  than  his 
master:  1686,  Rubens,  Nymphs  and 
Satyrs,  a magnificent  picture,  and  one, 
like  1681,  of  those  subjects  in  which 
he  lovel  to  revel,  and  which  none  ever 
painted  better:  1689,  C.  L.,  Rubens, 
Orpheus  and  Eurydice : 1696,  C.  L., 
Ru!>ens,  the  Milky  Way,  Juno  in  her 
Peacock-drawn  Car  suckling  Hercules : 
1699,  a fine  Portrait  of  a Knight  of 
Santiago:  1704,  Rubens,  Judgment  of 
Paris,  sprawling,  flabby,  and  inele- 
gant: 1710,  C.  L.,  Rubens,  the  Graces, 
finely  painted : 1714,  1717,  1719,  all 
by  Antonio  Moro,  are  some  fine  female 
portraits:  1716,  Rubens,  Diana  and 
Calisto,  superb  colour:  1720,  C.  L., 
Ruben/,  Fortune  gliding  over  the 
Waters:  1721,  Vandyke,  St  Francis 
in  Ecstacy,  fine : 1727,  Rubens,  the 
Infant  Saviour  with  St.  John:  1729, 
Snyders,  Dead  Game  on  a Kitchen' 
Table:  1739,  Snyders,  a Goat  suck- 
ling a Young  Wolf : 1743,  1746,  two 
large  Landslips,  J.  Breughel:  1745, 
1753,  Snyders,  Fruit,  Live  Animals, 
and  Dead  Game:  1767,  Both,  a fine 
Sunset  in  a Mountain  Scene,  St.  James 
baptizes  the  Eunuch:  1768,  Porbus, 
Portrait  of  Mary  of  Medicis : 1772, 
Vandyke,  Portrait  of  the  Marquesa  de 
Leganes:  1774,  Both,  a Sunrise,  with 
Cowherds  : 1778,  Both,  Garden  at 
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Frascati:  1782,  Both,  Rocky  Scene, 
with  Santa  Rosalia  of  Palermo  : 1784, 
the  Companion  with  Sau  Bruno : 1786, 
ditto  with  San  Francisco,  figures  by 
P.  de  Laar:  1788,  Swanevelt,  1620- 
1690,  landskip,  St  Paul  Preaching: 
1792,  Antonio  More,  full-length  por- 
trait of  Maria,  wife  of  Maximilian  II. : 

1803,  ditto,  Portrait  of  that  Emperor 
when  young:  1793,  Swanevelt,  a Sun- 
set: 1794,  Antonio  Moro,  a fine  por- 
trait of  one  of  the  Daughters  of  Charles 
V. : 1799,  Swanevelt,  a fine  Sunset: 

1804,  Antonio  Moro,  Portrait  of  a 
Lady,  richly  dressed:  1826,  Porbus, 
Portrait  of  a Young  Lady : 1827, 
Both,  Landskip,  with  Cascade  and 
Fishermen,  figures  by  J.  Miel. 

La  galeria  reservada  is  a sort  of 
penitentiary,  into  which  are  banished 
all  peccant  pictures  whose  nudities 
might  corrupt  the  purity  of  Madrid  ; 
here  Italian  and  Flemish  Ledas  and  Da- 
naes  blush  unseen  by  the  general  eye. 
They  are  the  works  of  foreigners,  for, 
under  the  censure  of  the  Inquisition, 
art  in  Spain  took  the  veil  and  sculp- 
ture the  cowl,  content  to  dwell  in  de- 
cencies for  ever.  There  is  no  difficulty 
made  in  visiting  this  reserved  gallery, 
and  several  of  these  paintings,  espe- 
cially those  by  Rubens,  have  been 
emancipated.  Among  the  best  by 
other  masters  are  (see  numbers  painted 
on  them)  72,  76,  by  Albert  Durer, 
painted  in  1 507,  Adam  and  Eve,  thin 
figures,  and  larger  than  life:  Adonis 
going  to  the  Chase:  Venus  and  Cupid, 
A.  Carracci,  very  fine:  a clear  and 
transparent  Judgment  of  Paris,  by 
Albano  : a group  of  eight  Females 
drawing  Water,  Tintoretto,  equal  to 
Titian:  132,  Poussin,  a fine  brown 
Bacchanalian  subject:  53,  Titian,  Wo- 
man on  Couch,  with  a Youth  playing 
an  Organ  : 58,  Titian,  a Female 
amusing  herself  with  a Dog ; the  flesh 
is  wonderfully  painted  : a Race  of 
Atalanta,  by  Guido:  112,  Potiphar 
and  Joseph,  very  spirited:  51,  Titian, 
Danac,  a sketch,  but  a perfect  gem, 
and  w hen  seen  from  a certain  distance 
it  is  living  flesh : Susanna  and  the 
Elders,  Tintoretto : some  copies  from 
Correggio : Leda  and  the  Swan.  The 
picture,  a Harper,  has  been  painted 


over,  especially  the  figure  seated  on 
his  knee.  An  Adam  and  Eve,  after 
Raphael,  in  chiaroscuro  : 107,  a 
naked  Female  * giving  drink  to  an 
Eagle  in  a splendid  landscape  like 
Rubens. 

It  is  contemplated  to  form  a gallery 
of  portraits  to  be  added  to  the  Museo. 

The  lover  of  cinquecento  goldsmith- 
work  should  by  all  means  inquire  for 
the  superb  collection  of  above  a hundred 
cups,  tazzas,  and  exquisite  jewelled 
plate,  which  have  recently  been  re- 
moved to  the  Museo  by  the  laudable 
exertions  of  Vicente  Carderera,  from 
the  shameful  neglect  in  which  they 
were  long  abandoned  in  the  academy 
of  San  Fernando,  in  the  disorder  aud 
damaged  condition  as  they  were  left 
by  French  ravagers : among  them  ob- 
serve particularly  a mermaid  with 
emerald  tail,  rising  out  of  gold  studded 
with  rubies,  by  Cellini ; and  a cup  sup- 
ported by  a female. 

The  gallery  of  sculpture  is  down 
stall’s,  and  is  very  inferior,  for  Spain 
never  possessed  much  good  antique  or 
modern  marble  sculpture.  Here  again, 
everything  is  incomplete,  and  the  work 
of  accident  rather  than  design.  There 
are  no  specimens  of  the  Berruguetes, 
Celmas,  D’Arphes,  &c.,  the  pupils,  con- 
temporaries, and  rivals  of  the  M.  An- 
gelos, Jean  de  Bolognas,  and  Cellinis  of 
Italy,  nor  of  other  illustrious  Spaniards 
who  breathed  immortal  life  into  mar- 
ble, bronze,  iron,  and  silver ; there  are 
none  of  the  carved  images,  pasos,  or  of 
barro,  terracotta,  and  wooden  painted 
sculpture,  in  which  Spain  stands  alone 
and  unrivalled ; there  is  no  sample  of 
that  phalanx  of  mighty  men,  Alonso 
Cano,  Montanes,  Juni,  Hernandez,  Be- 
cerra, Forment,  &c.  In  truth,  their 
great  names  and  works  are  scarcely 
more  unknown  at  Madrid  than  in  Lon- 
don ; they  belong  to  other  provinces, 
and  must  be  sought  for  in  their  native 
localities. 

The  best  of  what  antique  sculpture 
is  here  once  belonged  to  Christina  of 
Sweden,  and  was  removed  from  San 
Ildefonso.  Some  of  the  cinquecento 
bronzes  and  antique  heads  are  good, 
but  in  general  the  restorations  are  nu- 
merous and  bad.  Observe  a small 
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marble  Flora,  with  modern  head ; a as  nothing  is  in  order,  and  changes 
bronze  cast  of  the  Hermaphrodite,  and  constantly  take  place,  observe  the  se- 
fome  fine  pietre  dure  tables  ; the  two  ries  of  pictures  representing  the  suffer- 
seated  statues  of  Charles  IV.  and  his  ings  of  Carthusian  monks,  when  per- 
wife  Luisa  are  imbecility  coupled  with  secuted  by  our  Henry  VIII.,  aud 
vice ; a Castor  aud  Pollux,  delicately  painted  by  Carducho  for  the  convent 
designed;  Isabella,  wife  of  Charles  V.,  ofElPaular.  The  Miracle  of  Manna, 
in  elaborate  costume, — it  looks  like  an  by  Herrera  el  Viejo  ; a fine  portrait  of 
iron  statue ; a Grecian  colossal  head,  a Letrado  with  Spectacles,  and  a Con- 
full  .of  manly  beauty,— the  original  ce.pr.ion , by  Spagnoletto ; a Descent 
bronze  must  have  been  at  least  12  feet  from  the  Cross,  by  D.  Volterra;  Mi- 
high  ; a fine  bronze  of  Charles  V.  in  sers,  by  Q.  Matzis ; some  Caprichos, 
rich  cinqueceuto  taste  ; an  alabaster  by  Goya : a portrait  of  Melendez,  by 
bust  of  Philip  II.  ; a good  female  torso,  himself;  the  Abbot  Socinas  Adminis- 
apparently  a muse ; a bronze  head  of  tering  the  Sacrament  to  Santa  Maria 
an  Antinous;  Alexander  dying:  a Egypeiaca,  who  lived  47  years  alone 
Meleager,  the  torso  antique ; a Mer-  and  naked  in  the  desert  (see  Hi  bad.  i. 
cnry  ; a Cupid.  But  the  grand  objects  557)  ; this  was  painted  by  Francisco 
of  Madrilenian  admiration  are  the  Camillo  (obt  1671)  for  the  Capuchin 
works  of  Senores  Sala  and  Alvarez,  convent  of  Alcala  de  Henares,  and  is 
especially  two  figures  in  boots  and  considered  his  best  work.  San  Ber- 
pantaloons,  called  El  grupo  de  Zara-  nardo  kneeling  before  the  Virgin, 
goza:  this  appeals  to  national  glory ; Alonso  Cano;  Charles  II.,  by  Car- 
aud  Alvarez,  1768-1826,  is  popular  reno;  a copy  of  the  Transfiguration, 
more  from  patriotical  than  artistical  by  Julio  Romano,  from  the  F.scorial : 
reasons,  he  having  refused  to  make  a a fine  picture,  by  Penni  il  Fattore ; 
bust  of  Buonaparte.  Woman  taken  in  Adultery,  by  Titian  ; 

While  on  the  subject  of  art,  it  may  Samson  and  the  Lion;  portrait  of 
be  as  well  to  take  the  New  Museum,  Archdeacon  Albert.  Rubens.  Observe 
which  was  opened  to  the  public  by  particularly  el  Jubilio  de  Porciuncula, 
F.spartero,  on  the  anniversary  of  the  : a large  picture,  which  once  was  by 
Dos  de  Mayo,  1842.  It  is  in  the  Murillo;  as  its  history  may  be  useful 
Calle  de  Atocha,  and  is  called  Museo  to  those  about  to  purchase  “ undoubted 
de  la  Trinidad,  because  established  in  originals  ” in  Spain : in  our  time  it  be- 
the  suppressed  convent  of  that  name,  longed  to  the  Capuchinos  at  Seville, 
A grand  saloon  is  forming  in  the  whose  ignorant  monks  exchanged  it 
church  by  inserting  a floor  about  half-  for  some  modem  daubs  to  fill  their 
way  up  the  pilasters,  and  converting  cloisters,  with  one  Bejarano,  a bung- 
the  lateral  chapels  into  rooms  for  ling  picture-restorer.  Although  much 
smaller  pictures : underneath  is  to  be  injured  from  exposure  to  sun  and  air, 
a drawing  academy  for  evening  in-  the  surface  was  then  pure  ; Bejarano 
struction  : all  this  will  require  time,  began  by  painting  it  all  over,  and  then 
The  edifice,  it  is  said,  was  designed  by  offered  it  to  Mr.  Williams  for  £120, 
Philip  II.  himself,  and  was -built  by  who  declined  it:  at  last  it  was  pur- 
Gaspar  Ordonez ; it  was  first  desecrated  chased  by  Joaquin  Cortes  ( director  of 
by  the  French,  who  placed  here  the  the  Seville  Academy)  for  Madrazo,  for 
library  of  the  Escorial.  This  Museo  £180,  on  speculation,  who  worked 
is  now  in'  a state  of  transition,  as  many  much  on  it  himself,  and  then  handed 
alterations  and  additions  are  content-  it  over  to  Seiior  Bueno,  one  of  the  most 
plated.  Here  have  been  got  together  daring  of  his  familiars.  Finally  £2000 
from  the  convents  and  galleries  of  Don  was  asked  for  the  picture,  which  eveut- 
Carlos  and  the  Infante  Sebastian,  some  ually  was  bought  by  the  Infante  Don 
1500  pictures,  good  and  bad  : there  is  Sebastian  for  £900.  One  word  on  the 
no  catalogue.  _ subject  which  is  very  common  in  Spain, 

Among  the  best  things,  of  which  it  as  no  Franciscan  convents  were  with- 
is  impossible  to  give  a regular  account,  out  their  Porciuncula , which  alludes 
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to  their  grand  jubilee,  held  every  1st  of 
August,  when  all  peuitents  who  visited 
the  temporary  cave  or  chapel  arranged 
ill  the  conveut,  obtained  instant  abso- 
lution from  all  sins,  hence  the  jubilee 
■was  called  “ toties  quoties.”  It  arose 
thus:— St.  Francis,  the  founder,  re- 
tired in  1206  to  the  wildest  retreats  in 
Monte  Alvurno,  “ nel  crudo  sasso  infra 
Tever  ed  Arno,”  near  Assisi,  and  there 
repaired  the  small  deserted  church 
Sauta  Maria  degli  Angioli,  which  also 
was  called  La  Porduncula,  because  a 
portion  of  some  property  of  some  Bene- 
dictines: here  he  fouuded  his  order; 
here  he  received  the  stigmata ; here  he 
died ; from  the  favours  he  here  received 
from  the  Virgiu  it  became  the  holy 
of  holies : the  sceue  generally  painted 
is  his  scourging  himself  with  thorns 
when  he  was  visited  by  the  Virgin  and 
Saviour,  who  brought  him  red  and 
white  roses,  which  had  bloomed  from  j 
his  rods,  and  granted  such  au  immunity  j 
to  the  spot,  that  “ if  a man  had  killed 
all  the  other  men  in  the  world,  by  only 
entering  this  grotto  he  would  come  out 
as  pure  as  a newly-baptized  infant:” 
hence  this  cave  was  soon  prodigiously 
frequented,  whereupon  the  Spanish 
Franciscans  induced  the  Pontiff  to 
concede  to  each  of  their  convents  its 
imaginary  cave,  in  which  the  same 
benefits  could  be  obtained  by  all  who 
offered  pious  donations.  Accordingly 
in  their  grotto  chapel  a painting  ex- 
plained the  legend  to  those  who  could 
not  read. 

Inquire  also  for  a curious  old  Ger- 
man picture  of  a contest  between  a 
Pope  and  Jewish  high-priest,  with 
coins  miraculously  flying  out  of  a 
fountain,  architecture,  and  angels  play-  i 
ing  on  musical  instruments ; a fine  Christ 
before  the  high-priest  by  Gerardo 
della  Notte : a portrait  of  Ferdinand 
III.  by  Murillo:  a Dead  Christ  by 
Pereda.  There  are  also  several  good 
specimens  of  the  Rizi,  father  and  sons, 
especially  of  Francesco,  w ho,  like  Luca 
Giordano,  was  one  of  those  who  gave 
the  last  blow  to  decaying  art.  Observe 
those  by  Pantoja  de  la  Cruz.  The  se- 
ries of  pictures  of  the  life  and  passion 
of  our  Saviour,  painted  in  1550  by  D. 
Correa,  for  the  Beruardine  monks  of 


San  Martin'Valdeiglesias,  deserve  par- 
ticular notice.  This  artist  studied  in 
Florence. 

Among  other  precious  things  rescued 
from  the  infuriate  mob  are  the  carv- 
ings by  Rafael  de  I jeon,  wrought  in 
1561-71,  for  the  aforesaid  Bernardines. 
This  Silleria  del  Coro , with  much 
other  carving  from  Sau  Felipe  el  Real 
and  other  suppressed  conveuts,  is  now 
stowed  away  in  the  magazines  of  the 
new  university,  which  is  being  ar- 
ranged in  what  was  the  Noviciate  of 
Jesuits,  in  an  admirable  situation  on 
an  eminence  above  the  palace.  The 
sculpture,  meanwhile,  is  seen  to  great 
disadvantage  ; the  subjects  are  the 
mysteries  of  the  Passion,  &c.,  which 
are  carved  in  low-relief;  the  orna- 
ments are  the  usual  cinqnecento  mix- 
ture of  the  Christian  and  Pagan.  The 
cariatides  are  in  excellent  taste.  Re- 
member to  inquire  particularly  for  the 
admirable  statue  of  San  Bruno  by 
Manuel  Pereyra  (obt.  1667),  which 
used  to  stand  in  the  niche  over  the  Hos- 
pederia  de  los  Cartujos  in  the  Calle  de 
Alcala.  It  is  absolutely  a monk  petri- 
fied : his  equally  fine  Hart  Martin  was 
knocked  to  pieces  by  the  French. 

Hecommenciug  our  walk  at  the  old 
Museo,  and  continuing  up  the  Prado, 
just  beyond  the  Museo  to  the  1.  is  the 
Jurdin  Botanico,  which  is  fenced  in  by 
a fine  iron  railing  ; it  was  first  founded 
in  1755  by  Ferdinand  VI.,  aud  was  re- 
moved from  the  Prado  to  its  present 
site  in  1781,  by  the  Conde  Florida 
Blanca.  The  Liumean  system  was 
adopted,  and  the  plants  were  scien- 
tifically arranged  aud  classified  by. 
Cavanilles,  under  whom  it  was  full  of 
curious  specimens,  and  an  oasis  of 
Flora  in  the  desert  of  the  CaStiles. 
The  French  converted  this  Eden  into  a 
wilderness,  uprooting  plant  and  shrub ; 
but  when  the  Duke  expelled  the  de- 
stroyers, the  face  of  the  earth  was  re- 
newed, and  Art  aud  Nature  revived. 
Now  once  more  it  is  a charming  spot ; 
the  garden  is  kept  in  excellent  order, 
both  in  a botanical  point  of  view  and 
one  of  recreation  and  delight. 

Advancing  to  the  Atocha  gate,  on 
the  eminence  Sau  Bias,  is  the  Campo 
Santo  or  cemetery,  and  El  Observatorio 
U 3 
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Astronomico.  The  view  over  Madrid 
is  good.  The  brick  and  granite  edi- 
fice with  dome  and  porticos  was  built 
for  Charles  III.  by  Juan  Villanueva. 
To  the  S.  is  a Corinthian  vestibule. 
The  observatory  is  designed  to  imitate 
an  Ionic  temple.  This  building  of 
science  was  entirely  gutted  by  the  in- 
vaders, who  here  mounted  cannon  in- 
stead of  telescopes.  According  to  their 
Brillat  Savarin,  that  mortal  who  dis- 
covers a new  dish,  does  more  for  the 
happiness  of  mankind  than  he  who 
discovers  a new  star ; a gastronomic 
aphorism  which  Murat,  who  had  been 
a waiter  in  a restaurant,  quite  under-  j 
stood  and  acted  upon.  Ferdinand  VII. 
only  partially  restored  the  ravages. 
The  building,  however,  is  not  yet  quite 
finished,  although  it  is  soon  to  be  so. 
Under  the  hill  is  the  convent  of  Atocha, 
founded  in  1523  for  Dominicans,  by 
Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  confessor  to 
Charles  V.  It  was  enriched  by  a suc- 
cession of  pious  princes.  The  ceilings 
were  paiuted  by  L.  Giordano,  and  the 
chapels  were  filled  with  vessels  of  gold  ! 
and  silver.  These  were  all  stolen,  and 
everything  else  desecrated  and  pillaged 
by  the  invaders ; Ferdinand  VII.  on 
his  return  employed  one  Isidro  Velaz- 
quez (neither  a saint  nor  an  artist)  to 
rebuild  it  The  conventual  portion  has 
since  been  made  a barrack. 

In  the  chapel  is  the  celebrated  Vir- 
gin, the  patroness  of  Madrid,  and  espe- 
cial protectress  of  the  royal  family,  who 
always  worship  it  here  every  Sunday,  j 
Thus  Ferdinand  VIL,  when  he  con- 
spired against  his  parents,  first  bowed 
. down  before  it  and  craved  assistance. 
Again,  when  he  was  kidnapped  by 
Savary,  before  starting  for  Bayonne  he 
took  the  riblwn  of  the  Immaculate 
Conception  off  his  breast  and  hung  it 
on  hers.  Again,  after  his  restoration, 
the  first  thing  he  did  on  reaching  Ma- 
drid was  to  kneel  before  it  and  thank 
it  for  having  interfered  and  delivered 
him.  So  his  ancestor  Alonso  VI.,  in 
1083,  on  the  first  reconquest  of  Madrid, 
laid  his  banner  at  her  feet  When  the 

Sueen  of  Spain  marries,  her  wedding- 
ress  becomes  a perquisite  of  this  Vir- 
gin, as  was  observed  in  the  case  of 
Isabel  II.  Ferdinand  has  been  laughed  ! 


at  by  those  who  know  nothing  of  Spain 
and  Spaniards  for  having,  during  his 
captivity  in  France,  embroidered  for 
her  a petticoat  (which  he  did  not  do,  * 
although  his  uncle  Antonio  did).  Con- 
sidering the  popular  traditions  and  be- 
lief, he  could  not  have  done  a more 
politic  act,  or  one  which  would  come 
more  home  to  the  feelings  of  the  masses 
at  Madrid. 

This  Virgin  ranks  as  third  in  holi- 
ness of  the  many  in  Spain.  It  is  only 
preceded  by  those  of  Zaragoza  and 
Guadalupe.  Volumes  have  been  writ- 
ten on  it  and  its  miracles ; consult, 
besides  the  sonnets  of  Lope  de  Vega, 

* La  Pairona  de  Madrid’  Francisco 
de  Pereda,  Valladolid,  1604  ; ‘ Historia 
de  la  Santa  Imogen,’  Juan  de  Marieta, 
Mad.  1604  ; Ditto,  Juan  Hurtado  Men- 
doza, 8vo.  Mad.  1604;  Origen  y Anti- 
guedad,  Jeronimo  de  Quintana,  4to. 
Mad.  1637. 

Some  Spanish  prelates  contend  that 
it  was  made  at  Ephesus,  in  470.  during 
the  Nestorian  dispute,  and  was  inscribed 
dtoTOKos,  uude  Atocha.  According  to 
Villafanc,  it  was  either  carved  or,  at 
least,  varnished  by  St.  Luke,  and  cer- 
tainly was  taken  by  Gregory  the  Great 
from  Antioch,  uude  Atocha.  Others 
are  positive  that  St  Peter  brought  it 
with  him  to  Spain ; it  was  here  in  the 
time  of  the  Goths,  because  having  been 
visited  by  Sau  Ildefonso,  and  when  the 
Moors  invaded  the  Castiles,  oue  Garcia 
Ramirez  concealed  it  so  well  that  he 
could  not  find  it  again ; whereupon  it 
revealed  itself  in  some  Ballico  or  rye- 
grass ; or,  according  to  others,  in  some 
Atocha  or  bass-weed,  whence  the  name ; 
j but  see,  on  these  disputed  questions,  Vil- 
lafane,  ‘ Imagenes  Aparecidas,’  p.  126. 

Ramirez  built  a hermitage  on  the 
spot,  and  the  Moors  who  endeavoured 
to  prevent  him  were  struck  blind.  Vil- 
lafane  devotes  thirty-three  pages  to  its 
miracles.  The  image  is  very  black 
and  old,  but  the  petticoat  is  brilliant 
and  new ; above  the  heavy  altar  are 
hung  banners  of  Spanish  victories ; 
while  all  around  is  a rag  fair,  from 
the  clothes,  crutches,  and  the  votive 
tablets  offered,  as  among  the  Pagans, 
by  the  cured  sick  for  her  miraculous 
| intervention. 
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The  other  remarkable  Pasos  and 
images  at  Madrid  are  the  Santo  Cristo 
de  let  Lluoia,  in  San  Pedro,  on  its 
plaza ; the  Santo  Cristo  de  la  Ft,  in 
Sau  Sebastian,  Calle  Atocha ; the  Santo 
Cristo  de  las  Inj arias,  in  San  Millau, 
Plaza  de  la  Cebada  ; and  the  Pasos  or 
holy  images  brought  out  at  Easter  in 
the  streets,  and  kept  in  San  J uan  de 
Dios,  Piaza  de  Anton  Martin.  Other 
Pasos  ar e&fuestro  Seiior  de  los  Azotes, 
by  Pedro  Hernioso ; A'uestro  Senor  en 
el  Sepnlcro  ; La  Soledad,  by  Becerra ; 
and  Santo  Tomas,  by  Miguel  Rubiales. 

Continuing  our  circuit  of  the  city 
to  the  i\,  at  the  corner  of  the  Calle  de 
Atocha.  is  the  huge  hospital  called  El 
General, founded  in  1582  by  Philip  II., 
and  removed  here  in  1748  by  Ferdi- 
nand VI.  Adjoining  is  El  Colegio  de 
San  Carlos,  founded  in  1783  by  Charles 
III.  as  a college  of  surgeons.  It  has 
an  anatomical  museum,  and  some  wax 
preparations  chiefly  relating  to  the 
obstetric  art. 

Turning  S.  towards  the  gate  De  los 
Embajadores,  we  enter  some  bald 
Champs  Elysees-like  avenues,  called 
Las  Delicias.  Here  is  the  Casino 
which  the  Madrid  municipality  in 
former  days  of  unblushing  jobbing 
gave  to  Isabel  La  Port  tig  new,  the 
second  and  best  wife  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  It  is  a pretty  plaything,  with 
pleasant  gardeus,  hothouses,  conserva- 
tories, statues,  and  a sort  of  Trianon, 
once  nicely  fitted  up ; the  ceilings  of 
the  best  rooms  are  painted  by  Vicente 
Lopez.  This  Cosiuo  is  sometimes 
called  Las  Vacas,  “the  Cows,”  from 
her  majesty’s  dairy  here. 

Three  avenues  now  branch  off  from 
the  circular  plantation  above  the  Ca- 
sino : the  two  W.  lead  to  the  Manza- 
nares,  the  Thames  of  Madrid,  aud 
termed  by  euphuists  Visconde  de  rios  y 
Deque  de  Arroyos ; but  the  Madrile- 
nian cockneys  are  called  Ballenatos 
hijos  de  Ballena,  because  they  took  an 
albarda  or  pack-saddle  floating  down 
their  noble  river  for  a whale ; in 
reality  the  paltry  streamlet,  although 
scarcely  furnishing  water  for  the  wash- 
erwomen, has  also  fed  the  dry  humour 
of  Spanish  wags  and  satirists  from  Qne- 
vedo,  Gongora,  aud  downwards  for 


‘ some  centuries.  It  is  entitled  a river 
by  courtesy,  because  it  has  bridges, 
which  many  real  waters  in  Spain  liave 
not.  The  dilemma  here  has  been  whe- 
ther to  sell  a bridge  or  buy  water. 
These  enormous  Puentes,  about  which 
there  is  no  mistake,  are  (as  at  Valencia) 
not  quite  pontes  asinorum,  since  they 
serve  as  viaducts  across  the  dip,  and 
sometimes  the  rain  torrents  descend 
from  the  Guadarrama  in  such  a body, 
that  even  their  gigantic  piers  are 
threatened  by  the  inundations;  how- 
ever, the  deluge  soon  passes  away, 
spent  in  its  own  fury  ; and  whenever  it 
rains,  the  stranger  should  run  quickly 
down  to  see  the  river  before  it  is  goue. 
In  summer  the  rivulet  is  scarcely  so 
wide  as  its  name  is  long,  and  they  say 
the  bed  was  once  watered  when  Ferd. 
VII.  passed  it,  to  prevent  his  being 
annoyed  by  the  dust  The  dry-shod 
foot-passenger  crosses  without  knowing 
it,  as  in  Lucan  (ix.  974):^- 

“ Insi'ius  In  »icco  serpentem  pulvere  rivum 
Transierat,  qui  Xantlius  erat.” 

Gongora,  besides  sundry  profane'  and 
scurvy  jests,  likened  this  river-god, 
whose  urn  is  so  often  dry,  to  the  rich 
man  in  flames  calling  for  one  drop  of 
water.  Tirso  de  Molina’s  epigram 
compares  it  lo  the  long  vacations  iu 
summer  of  universities : — 

“ CwHO  Alcala  y Salamanca, 

Teneis  y no  ft nt  Cuicyiu, 

Vac  winnet  ei  Verano 
Y curse  solo  en  Inviernu." 

The  water  of  this  anatomy,  which 
has  the  form  of  a river  without  the 
circulation,  is  enticed  into  holes  by 
naiads,  to  whom  are  committed  the 
shirts  and  shifts,  Los  panos  manures,  of 
Madrid.  The  lavation,  especially 
under  the  royal  palace  by  the  tree- 
fringed  banks,  is  garrulous  and  pic- 
turesque, for  brightly  do  the  parti- 
coloured garments  glitter  in  the  sun. 
There  are  also  some  baths  in  which 
the  Modrilenos  in  summer  cool  their 
parched  bodies. 

The  Manzanares  rises  about  7 L. 
from  Madrid,  and  enters  the  Jarama 
near  Vacia  Madrid.  Down  stream  E, 
is  the  unfinished  canal,  projected  in 
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1668  to  connect  Madrid  ■with  the 
Tagus,  which  was  begun,  as  usual, 
eagerly,  and,  as  usual,  soon  neglected, 
and  only  2 L.  are  finished.  The  stag- 
nant waters  are  a reservoir  of  fever ; 
thus  becoming  a curse,  not  a benefit, 
and  adding  to  the  insalubrity  of  sickly 
Madrid  : there  are  a few  buildings,  and 
also  a chapel  for  pious  bargemen  who 
bring  lime  to  the  capital.  There  are 
four  bridges  over  the  Manzanares : one 
of  wood  at  the  extreme  E.  end  crosses 
over  to  the  hermitage  of  San  Isidro 
del  Campo.  The  grand  pilgrimage  to 
this  male  patron  of  Madrid  takes  place 
on  May  15,  and  is  a truly  national 
scene,  where  may  be  studied  most  of 
the  costumes,  songs,  and  dances  of  the 
provinces,  as  the  natives  settled  at 
Madrid  congregate  in  parties  with  true 
local  spirit,  each  preserving  their  own 
peculiarities.  Booths  are  erected,  and 
eating-houses  in  which  the  Gaita  Gal- 
lerja  resounds  with  the  Guitarra  Anda- 
luza ; vast  numbers  of  the  saints’ 
small  pig-bells  made  of  clay  are  sold ; 
they  avert  lightning  when  well  rung; 
this  fair  is  to  the  Madrilenian  what 
Greenwich  is,  on  Easter  Monday,  to  the 
Cockney ; the  elder  refer  to  it  with 
pleasure  in  recollection  of  their  sweet 
days  of  youth,  fun,  and  frolic.  N.  B. 
Do  not  omit  going  there  on  the  Vis- 
pera  or  the  afternoon  of  the  14th. 

San  Isidro  is  a v.ery  different  saint 
from  San  Isidore.  The  former  (like 
St.  Cuthbert,  the  tutelar  of  Durham) 
was  a day-labourer,  whencehe  iscatled 
el  Labrador.  Isidro,  instead  of  mind- 
ing his  plough,  passed  his  time  in  a 
siestose  consideration  of  the  sainted 
namesake,  having  been  born  on  the 
very  day  that  San  Isidore’s  body  was 
removed  to  Leon.  Angels  during  his 
eostacies  caine  down  from  heaven  and 
did  his  work ; hence,  say  the  chroui- 
clers,  the  still  existing  miraculous  fer- 
tility of  the  environs  of  Madrid. 
Philip  III.  having  been  cured  by 
touching  his  hody,  obtained  from  the 
pope  the  canonization  of  this  tutelar,  on 
whom  Lope  de  Vega  wrote  a Justa 
Poetica,  or  eulogistic  poem,  which  is 
much  more  serious  than  the  ballads 
made  by  Southey  on  this  saint.  He 
wag  born  in  the  tenth  century;  the 


son  of  Ibn  (the  son)  de  Vargas ; he 
married  Maria  de  la  Cabeza,  a hind's 
daughter,  and  also  a saint.  His  miracles 
were  agricultural ; thus  he  found  out 
water-springs,  raised  corn,  but  without 
ploughing,  and  horses  from  the  dead ; 
his  life  has  been  thus  summed  up — 

**  Tierras,  rirtudes  y cielo 
Jnbre,  cultivc , coot, 

Con  picdad,  con  fe,  eon  telo." 

The  angels  of  heaven  came  down  to 
share  his  hospitality ; whereupon  his 
olla  was  miraculously  replenished.  He 
appeared  to  Alonso  VIII.,  in  the  form 
of  the  peasant  who  showed  the  path 
at  Navas  de  Tolosa  (p.  81).  When 
Isabel  la  Catolica,  having  been  cured 
by  his  intervention,  went  to  pray  at  his 
tomb,  one  of  her  maids  of  honour, 
kissing  his  feet,  bit  off  his  second  toe 
as  a relic,  and  forthwith  lost  her 
powers  of  speech ; but  on  ejecting  the 
mouthful  recovered  her  pristine  flu- 
ency. 

Those  who  wish  to  know  San  Isidro’s 
authentic  history,  as  authorised  by  the 
church,  are  referred,  in  addition  to 
Ribadeneyra  (ii.  81),  to  his  biography 
by  Alonso  de  Villegas,  8vo.  Mad. 
1592;  ditto,  Jaime  Bleda,  4to.  Mad. 
1022  ; Juan  Diacono,  1G22  ; ditto, 
Reginal  Poc,  Perpinan,  1627;  ditto, 
Gregorio  Argaiz,  fol.  Mad.  1071. 

Returning  to  the  Manzanares,  pass, 
without  crossing  it,  the  bridge  and  via- 
duct El  Puente  de  Toledo,  which  was 
built  in  1735  by  Philip  V.,  and  is  385 
ft.  long  by  36  wide.  Nothing  can  be 
in  worse  taste,  although  San  Isidro 
and  his  wife  adorn  the  scene,  looking 
out  for  water.  The  city  gate  above 
was  began  in  1813  by  the  Madrid  mu- 
nicipality, and  finished  in  1827  by  An- 
tonio Aguado,  in  honour  of  Ferdinand 
VII. 's  return  and  the  extermination  of 
the  French  usurpation  by  the  Spanish 
armies.  Here  the  public  executions 
take  place,  and  generally  by  the  garrote, 
a sort  of  strangling-machme  based  on 
the  Oriental  bowstring : as  a more 
agreeable  spectacle,  the  artist  and  lover 
of  picturesque  peasantry  should  visit 
this  gate  early  in  the  morning,  and 
sketch  the  groups  of  market-people, 
i their  wares  and  beasts;  who  congregate 
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around,  awaiting  the  ceremony  of  the 
derccho  de  Puertas,  the  old  Sisa.  Their 
indignation  at  the  Resguardos  gives 
animation  to  their  eyes  aud  gestures. 

The  next  bridge,  that  de  Segovia, 
was  designed  for  Philip  II.  by  Herrera, 
and  is  also  a huge  viaduct,  being  695 
feet  long,  31  wide.  The  accumulated 
sands  injure  its  fine  proportions.  The 
truly  royal  palace  rising  above  now 
sparkles  like  white  marble  on  the 
clear  blue  sky.  The  declivities  below 
are  left  in  a most  unseemly  neglect, 
as  they  might  easily  be  aud  ought  to 
be  terraced  into  hanging  gardens, 
which  the  slope  suggests. 

To  the  1.  are  the  enclosures  of  the 
Casa  del  Campo,  a shooting-box  of 
Charles  III.,  and  connected  with  the 
palace  by  a bridge  and  a tunnel.  The 
house  aud  gardens  were  ravaged  by 
the  invaders,  but  they  were  restored 
by  Christina,  who  here  formed  a 
model  farm.  The  gardens  are  well 
supplied  with  water,  and  there  is  a 
beautiful  Italian  marble  fountain,  and 
a superb  equestrian  bronze  of  Philip 
III.  east  by  Juan  de  Bologna,  from  a 
drawing  made  by  Pantoja.  It  was 
the  companion  to  that  of  Henry  IV. 
at  Paris,  which  was  destroyed  at  the 
Revolution.  Left  unfinished  by  J.  de 
Bologna,  it  was  completed  by  Pedro 
Tacca,  whose  brother-in-law,  Antonio 
Guidi,  brought  it  to  Madrid  in  1616. 
In  the  Casa  del  Campo  horse  and 
hurdle  races  are  given,  but  somewhat 
inferior  to  Epsom. 

Crossing  the  Manzanares  are  the 
avenues  and  the  La  Florida,  which 
continue  on  the  road  to  the  Escorial, 
and  were  a very  fashionable  prome- 
nade in  the  reign  of  Charles  III. 
Those  who  like  to  walk  out  to  the 
Hermitage  of  San  Antonio  will  see 
some  of  his  miracles  painted  by  Goya, 
and  some  tawdry  frescos  by  the  feeble 
Maella.  Another  walk  ascends  to  the 
r.  to  San  Bernardino,  and  hence  to  the 
gate  of  Fuencarr.il,  outside  of  which 
is  a cemetery.  The  planted  avenues 
are  carried  round  the  shabby  walls  to 
the  Prado  by  the  gates  San  Fernando, 
Santa  Barbara,  and  Los  Recoletos, 
where  a fountain,  La  Castellano,  has 
been  raised  in  commemoration  of  the 


national  allegiance  to  Isabel  II.  The 
space  has  been  laid  out  in  walks  and 
gardens,  and  a new  Paseo  is  in  con- 
templation, to  be  called  de  la  Inde- 
pendencia,  which  is  to  occupy  the  site 
of  the  convent  de  Recoletos. 

The  better  plan  to  avoid  this  dull 
walk  is  to  turn  out  of  the  Florida  at 
the  gate  San  Vicente,  aud  ascend  to 
the  palace.  Entering  at  the  Portillo, 
to  the  1.  is  the  huge  Seminario  de 
Nobles,  built  in  1725  by  Philip  V.,  in 
the  hope  that  his  nobility  might  be 
better  instructed ; but  his  countrymen 
invaders  converted  the  school  into  a 
barrack.  Close  by  is  the  fine  resi- 
dence of  the  Alva  family,  built  by 
Rodriguez,  but  injured  by  frequent 
fires,  and  especially  by  that  in  1841. 
Here  was  the  Correggio  Venus  teach- 
ing Cupid,  which  once  belonged  to  our 
Charles  I.  “Collected”  by  Murat, 
it  was  sold  by  his  widow  to  Lord 
Londonderry,  and  now  again  has  found 
its  way  back  to  London.  Among  the 
best  pictures  which  we  saw  there  was 
a portrait  of  Columbus,  in  crimson 
flowered  with  gold : Mary  Queen  of 
Scots:  the  great  Alva,  by  Titian:  a 
landskip  and  battle  of  Amazons, 
Rubens : a fine  boy  in  red  velvet, 
Velazquez : a splendid  S.  Rosa : a 
Last  Supper : and  Cupid  aud  a Lion, 
Titian : Moncada  on  horseback,  Van- 
dyke, very  fine ; it  is  engraved  by  R. 
Morghen  : a Storm,  Beerstraten,  1649  : 
Herodias  with  the  head  of  St.  John, 
Guido : and  a noble  Florentine  cartoon 
of  the  Virgin  and  Child.  The  univer- 
sity is  placed  in  the  Calle  Anchu  de 
San  Bernardo : here  are  some  splendid 
carvings  (see  p.  441). 

Thence  to  the  royal  palace,  which 
certainly  is  one  of  the  most  magni- 
ficent in  the  world.  It  has  two  open 
plazas:  that  to  the  E.,  del  Oriente,  is 
a sort  of  Frenchified  Place  de  Carousel, 
for  here  the  invaders  demolished 
eighty-seveu  houses,  and  left  the  space 
a desert  of  dust  and  glare,  and  impas- 
sable in  the  dog-days.  Ferdinand 
VII.  removed  the  ruins,  had  the  loca- 
lity levelled,  and  commenced  a mag- 
uificeut  theatre  and  colonnade.  The 
site,  indeed,  was  very  convenient  for 
the  king,  being  close  to  his  residence  ; 
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bat  by  no  means  so  for  the  citizens  in  | 
general,  as  the  place  is  in  a distant 
angle  of  the  town. 

In  the  centre  of  a circular  garden 
is  one  of  the  finest  equestrian  statues 
in  the  world,  which  was  moved  in 
1 844  from  the  Buen  Retiro  gardens,  j 
It  represents  Philip  IV.  mounted  on  | 
his  war  charger,  and  is  a solid  Velaz-  j 
qnez.  Montafies  carved  the  model  in 
wood,  while  the  bronze  was  cast  at 
Florence  in  1640,  by  Pedro  Taffcca. 
It  is  19  feet  high,  and  weighs  180  cwt., 
yet  the  horse  curvets,  supported  by 
the  hind  legs,  and  the  mane  and  scarf 
absolutely  float  in  air.  As  this  fine 
thing  was  comparatively  lost  in  the 
Retiro,  it  was  often  before  proposed 
to  move  it  into  Madrid ; but  the 
Minister  Grimaldi  declared  that  to  be 
too  great  an  honour  for  any  Austrian 
king,  and  protested  that  he  would  only 
consent  if  the  head  of  Philip  were  cut 
off,  and  the  baboon,  Bourbon  one  of 
Charles  III.  substituted — a pantomimic 
change  worthy  of  a Grimaldi. 

The  Cortes,  or  Spanish  under-house 
of  Parliament,  hold  their  sittings  in 
one  of  the  saloons  of  the  unfinished 
theatre,  until  their  own  building  in 
the  Plaza  de  las  Cortes  is  ready.  The  | 
interior  is  French  and  theatrical ; the 
names  of  patriots  and  martyrs  to  li- 
berty and  constitutions  are  inscribed 
on  the  walls ; but  names  are  not  things,  | 
and  this  Spanish  imitation  of  the  j 
French  Chambre  des  IMput&s  has  little  i 
in  common  either  in  look  or  substance  j 
with  a real  English  House  of  Commons. 
In  this  theatre  public  balls  and  car- 
nival masquerades  are  also  held. 

The  royal  palace  is  enormous,  but 
does  not  satisfy  when  we  approach  it  j 
nearly.  The  square  port-holes  of  the  j 
entresuelos  or  entresols,  those  mezzanini  I 
of  Borromini,  the  corruptor  of  archi-  | 
tecture,  and  the  irregular  unsightly 
chimney-pots  mar  the  elevation,  and 
the  untidy,  unfinished  character  of 
everything  is  unsatisfactory ; were  it 
not  that  here  is  the  premier’s  office, 
the  palace  would  have  the  deserted 
look  of  our  uninhabited  St.  James, 
but  the  throng  of  pretendientes,  em- 
pleados,  cesantes,  o'aleteros,  y demas 
pordioseros,  gives  life  to  the  scene.  It 


occupies  the  site  of  the  original  Al- 
cazar of  the  Moors,  which  Enrique 
IV.  made  his  residence.  This  was 
burnt  down  on  Christmas-eve,  1734, 
when  Philip  V.  determined  to  rebuild 
a rival  to  Versailles,  and  Felipe  de  Ju- 
bara,  a Sicilian,  prepared  the  model 
(see  p.  417).  The  architect  judiciously 
wished  to  change  the  site  for  the  San 
Bernardino  hill,  but  Elizabeth  Far- 
nese,  the  queen,  whose  ambition  it  was 
to  advance  her  children,  grudged  the 
expense,  and  combined  en  camarilla 
with  the  minister  Patino;  and  so 
many  difficulties  were  made,  that  Ju- 
bara  died  of  hope  deferred.  Philip 
then  directed  Juan  Bautista  Sachetti, 
of  Turin,  to  prepare  a smaller  and  less 
expensive  plan,  which,  the  queen  not 
objecting,  was  adopted,  April  7,  1737. 

It  is  a square  of  470  feet  each  way, 
by  100  feet  high,  but  the  wings  and  the 
hanging  gardens  are  unfinished.  The 
rustic  base  is  of  granite ; the  window- 
work  of  white  stone  of  Colmenar,  which 
in  the  bright  sun  glitters  as  a fair  pa- 
lace of  marble.  Visit  it  also  at  moon- 
light, when,  in  the  silent  death-like 
loneliness,  the  pile  looms  like  a ghostly 
thing  of  the  enchanter,  or  a castle  of 
snow.  On  the  heavy  balustrade  above 
stood  a series  of  heavier  royal  statues, 
which  were  taken  down  and  sent  to 
Toledo  and  Burgos,  or  buried  in  the 
vaults,  from  whence  some  have  been 
taken  out  to  adorn  the  Plaza  del  Ori- 
ente.  The  principal  entrance  is  to  the 
S.,  and  disappoints ; it  leads  into  a 
huge  patio  of  some  240  feet  square, 
with  a glazed  upper  gallery  like  a 
manufactory.  Between  the  arches  are 
several  bad  statues  by  de  Castro,  Oli- 
vieri. &c.,  of  Spanish  Roman  emperors 
— Trajan,  Adrian,  Honorius,  and 
Theodosius.  The  bewigged  smirking 
statue  of  the  baboon-faced  Charles  III. 
is  no  better;  it  disfigures  the  grand 
staircase,  which  is  noble  in  design  and 
easy  of  ascent ; but,  as  in  some  other 
palaces,  L'Escalier  de'robe,  the  back 
staircase,  is  the  most  frequented.  It 
is  said,  when  Buonaparte  ascended 
these  steps,  that  he  told  his  brother 
Joseph  “ Vous  seriez  mieux  log6  que 
moi.”  He  laid  his  hand  on  one  of  the 
white  marble  lions,  exclaiming,  “ Je 
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la  tiens  enfin,  cette  Espagne,  si  (14- 
si  roe  t”  So  spake  Csesar  on  landing, 
“ Teneo  te,  Africa  1”  But  the  F rench, 
like  the  Romans,  at  last  discovered 
that  Spain  is  a morsel  easier  to  be 
swallowed  than  digested : “ Plus  est 
provinciam  retiuere  quani  facere  ” 
(Florus,  ii.  17.  ft).  The  Duke  short- 
ened poor  Pepe’s  tenure:  he  entered 
Madrid  in  triumph  after  the  victory  of 
Salamanca,  on  the  12th  of  August, 
1812,  and  was  lodged  in  this  palace. 
“ It  is  impossible,”  wrote  he  from  it, 
“ to  describe  the  joy  manifested  by 
the  inhabitants  upon  our  arrival,  or 
their  detestation  of  the  French  yoke.” 
That  yoke,  removed  by  u stranger, 
■was  replaced  by  a native  Spaniard,  by 
Ballesteros ! 

Nothing  is  more  tiresome  than  a 
palace,  a house  of  velvet,  tapestry,  gold, 
and  bore.  Yet  this  is  a truly  royal 
one,  in  which  the  most  precious  mar- 
bles are  used  prodigally  in  floorings 
and  doorways.  The  multitudinous 
French  clocks  w'ere  the  especial  hobby 
of  Ferdinand  VII.  On  these  walls 
hung  those  glorious  pictures,  now  in 
the  Museo,  which  that  monarch  ejected 
to  hang  up  French  papers.  The  vaults 
and  store-rooms  were  filled  with  fine 
old  furniture:  but  since  his  death  a 
gigantic  pillage  has  gone  on  as  re- 
gards jewels  and  every  thing  of  port- 
able value.  The  chief  saloon  is  called 
de  log  Embajadores,  or  the  Reception  or 
Throne  room,  and  its  decorations  are 
indeed  most  princely ; the  crystal  chan- 
deliers, colossal  lookjng-glasses,  cast 
at  San  Ildefonso,  the  marble  tables, 
crimsou  velvet  and  gold,  &e.,  will  en- 
chant lovers  of  fine  furniture ; here 
the  sovereigns  of  the  Spains  when 
alive  receive  on  grand  occasions,  and 
when  dead  are  laid  out  in  state.  There 
we  beheld  the  “ beloved  ” Ferdinand 
VII.,  his  face,  hideous  in  life,  now 
purple  like  a ripe  fig,  dead  and 
dressed  in  full  uniform,  with  a cocked 
hat  on  his  head,  and  his  stick  in  his 
hand. 

The  ceiling  is  painted  by  Tiepolo, 
with  the  “ Majesty  of  Spain,”  the  vir- 
tues of  the  kings,  and  the  people  in 
the  different  costumes  of  the  provinces. 
Mellado  (p.  36)  lauds  these  sublimes 


rasgos,  de  sublimes  ingenxos ; certainly, 
being  on  ceilings,  they  are  so  far  sub- 
lime, but  it  only  the  sublime  of  medio- 
crity, and  the  genii,  or  geniuses,  were 
Conrado,  Mengs,  Maella,  Bayeu,  Ve- 
lazquez (no  relation  to  the  man),  de 
Castro,  and  Lopez.  The  most  ad- 
mired ceilings  are  the  apotheosis  of 
Trajan  and  the  Aurora,  in  the  21st 
room,  by  Mengs,  the  revivor  of  fresco  j 
but  oil-painting  he  could  not  revive 
from  the  leaden  drowsiness  in  which 
it  lay.  There  is  a 4to.  description  of 
these  frescos  by  Francisco  Fabre,  Mad., 
1829. 

The  views  from  the  windows  which 
overlook  the  river  are  true  landskips 
of  the  Castilian  school ; the  slopes  un- 
der the  royal  eye  are  left  in  ragged 
mangy  deformity;  how  the  magic 
wand  of  the  Moor  would  have  clothed 
the  waste  with  flowers  and  verdure, 
and  raised  hanging  gardens  and  foun- 
tains, in  imitation  of  those  on  the  de- 
clivity of  the  Alhambra,  which  al- 
though artificial  rival  nature  herself. 
Now  all  is  abandoned : below  trickles 
the  Manzanares  with  its  great  name 
and  scanty  stream ; beyond  stretch  the 
ragged  woods  of  the  Casa  del  Campo, 
and  then  the  hopeless  tawny  steppes, 
bounded  by  the  icy  Guadarrania,  whose 
sharp  outline  cuts  the  bright  sky,  and 
whose  snowy  heights  freeze  the  gale  ; 
all  is  harsh  and  torrid,  colourless  and 
blanched,  but  yet  not  devoid  of  a cer- 
tain savage  grandeur.  A Chinese 
room  by  one  Gasparin  is  here  much 
admired.  The  royal  chapel  lies  to  the 
N.,  and  is  on  a level  with  the  state- 
rooms. Although  small,  it  is  still 
splendid,  although  plundered  in  1808 
by  Gen.  Belliard.  The  order  is  Corin- 
thian, the  marbles  rich,  the  stucco  gilt. 
The  ceiling  was  painted  by  Giaquinto. 
Here  figure  San  Isidro,  the  tutelar  of 
Madrid,  and  Santiago,  the  patron  of 
Spain  ; there  is  some  fine  tapestry, 
which  is  hung  up  on  grand  festivals. 
The  foundations  only  of  a larger  chapel 
are  laid.  The  traveller  should  visit 
the  site  of  the  night  attack  of  Oct.  7, 
1841,  when  the  Gallo-Christinos  en- 
deavoured to  carry  off  the  young 
queen.  The  plot,  planned  at  Paris, 
was  headed  by  Pezuela,  and  Coucha 
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the  brother-in-law  of  Espartero,  who, 
when  his  scheme  failed,  ran  away  and 
hid  himself  under  one  of  the  bridges 
of  the  Manzanares,  while  Diego  Leon, 
a brave  sabreur  and  his  tool,  was 
taken  and  executed.  The  regent  par- 
doned the  other  criminals,  who  repaid 
him  by  conspiring  to  his  ruin  ; nay, 
Concha  hunted  his  benefactor  even  to 
the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and,  had  he  caught 
him,  assuredly  would  have  put  him  to 
death.  The  regiment  de  la  Princesa 
fired  all  night  at  the  handful  of  Ala- 
barderos ; only  four  men  were  killed 
and  wounded  between  them,  and  Col. 
Dulce,  who  beat  back  the  conspirators, 
was  turned  out  of  his  place  by  Chris- 
tina. The  palace,  from  standing  on 
an  eminence  exposed  directly  to  the 
winds  from  the  snowy  Guadarrama,  is 
so  bitter  cold  in  winter,  that  the  sen- 
tinels are  constantly  frozen  to  death. 

Now  visit  La  Real  Cochera  and  Las 
Caballerizas.  These  enormous  coach- 
houses and  stables  lie  to  the  N.E. : the 
latter,  once  filled  with  the  mules  and 
horses  which  conveyed  the  kings  to 
their  daily  shootings.  The  carriages 
are  of  all  forms  and  ages,  from  the 
cumbrous  state-coach  to  the  Cupid- 
bedizened  car,  from  the  cache  de  col- 
leras  to  the  equipage  de  Paris  and  the 
hearse. 

The  Biblioteca  Nacional  is  placed  at 
the  corner  of  the  Calle  de  la  Bola,  on 
the  Plaza  del  Oriente,  in  a house  which 
once  belonged  to  the  Alcanices  family, 
but  the  handsome  fittings  up  of  walnut 
and  gilt  capitals  belonged  to  Godoy. 
It  contains  about  200,000  volumes,  is 
open  from  ten  until  three,  and  is  very 
well  conducted,  and  the  cool  and  quiet 
is  truly  refreshing  after  the  dust  and 
glare  of  the  Plaza.  It  is  rich  in  Spa- 
nish literature,  especially  theology  and 
topography,  and  possesses  some  cameos, 
antiquities,  and  curious  MSS.  This 
library  lias  been  much  increased,  nu- 
merically, since  the  suppression  of  con- 
vents ; the  accession,  however,  has 
been  rather  in  works  of  supererogation, 
ancient  books,  and  monkish  lore,  and  ' 
good  modern  books  are  here,  as  in  other 
Spanish  libraries,  the  things  needful ; 
but  want  of  funds,  as  usual,  is  the 
cause.  This  library  is  well  managed, 


and  the  Empleados  are  civil  and  atten- 
tive. In  La  Sala  del  Trono  are  the 
coins  and  medals,  which  exceed 
150,000  in  number,  and  contain  very 
curious  specimens  of  the  early  Spanish, 
Gothic,  and  Moorish  mints.  Numis- 
matic science  is  of  Spanish  origin,  as 
Alonso  V.  of  Arragon,  in  the  15th 
century,  was  the  first  collector  for 
pleasure,  as  Antonio  Agustin,  arch,  of 
Tarragona,  was  the  first  for  science, 
and  his  work  ‘ Dialogos  de  las  Me- 
dullas,' Tarragona,  1587,  has  been  the 
model  of  most  others  published  since : 
the  edition  of  Andres  G.  de  Barcia 
Carballido,  4to.,  Mad.,  1744,  has  a 
portrait  of  the  prelate. 

Coined  money  did  not  exist  among 
the  aboriginal  Iberians,  but  was  first 
introduced  by  the  Carthaginians  to  pay 
their  mercenary  Celtiberian  troops, who 
would  not  take  the  “ leather  bank- 
notes ” of  Carthage.  Murcia  and  Baj- 
tica  were  mints  to  the  Carthagiuians, 
as  Sicily  had  been  before,  aud  hence 
the  quantity  of  coin  still  found  in  these 
provinces.  Under  the  Romans  more 
than  100  cities  between  Cadiz  and  Tar- 
ragona had  the  privilege  of  a mint,  but 
no  gold  was  ever  struck,  as  the  people 
were  too  poor  to  require  that  precious 
metal : to  coin  even  silver  was  a pre- 
rogative of  the  Roman  governors,  aud 
the  subjected  , Iberians  only  struck 
copper.  Silver  was  current  in  bars  as 
well  as  coin,  and  this  distinction 
always  occurs  in  the  accounts  of  the 
enormous  plunder  sent  to  Rome,  which 
was  remitted  in  silver  either  ckkthpov 
or  a<nptai'Toj'(App.  ‘ B.  H?  448),  terms 
that  the  Romans  rendered  by  either 
Argentum  xnfectum,  unwrought  bars  or 
ingots,  or  Bigatum,  coins  stamped  with 
the  Biga  or  two-horsed  chariot.  The 
generic  phrase  for  Spanish  coined 
money  was  Argentum  uscense,  Siynatum 
oscense  (see  Livy,  xxxiv.  4G : xl.  43, 
et  passim).  This  epithet  has  by  some 
been  interpreted  as  referring  to  the  par- 
ticular mint  of  Usca,  but  Florez.  ‘M.’ 
ii.  520,  justly  pointed  out  the  impossi- 
bility of  one  place  supplying  such 
enormous  quantities,  and  suggested  the 
true  meaning  of  Oscensis  to  be  Oscan 
or  Spanish,  the  word  being  a corruption 
of  Eus  cara,  the  national  name,  whence 
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the  still  existing  term  Basque.  The 
Iberians  broke  off  pieces  of  silver  bars 
(Strabo  iii.  233),  which  represented 
the  value  of  the  weight  of  the  fragment ; 
this  custom  long  prevailed  among  mo- 
dern Spaniards,  who  term  such  frac- 
tions Afacuquinos,  and  they  are  still 
current.  The  coins  struck  by  the 
Romans  were  frequently  bilingual ; 
having  legends  in  the  Latin  and  Iberian 
character,  just  as  the  paper  money  in 
Austria  is  inscribed  in  the  idioms  of 
those  among  whom  it  is  to  be  current 
The  latter  character,  from  its  arrow- 
headed  cuneiform  letters,  has  been  sup- 
posed to  be  the  old  Punic,  and  many 
Spaniards  have  attempted  to  decypher 
and  interpret  the  writing,  which  each 
author  reads  quite  legibly  as  Hebrew, 
Phoenician,  or  Basque,  according  to 
his  crotchet  and  the  key  that  he  pre- 
fers; but  Wm.  von  Humboldt  justly 
deems  all  these  conjectures  to  be  wild 
and  incorrect,  and  arrived  after  much 
labour  to  the  conclusion  that  the  whole 
secret  has  yet  to  be  solved.  The  early 
copper  coinage  is  much  ruder  than  the 
silver,  but  both  continued  to  be  current 
among  the  Goths  until  567,  when  Liuva 
commenced  a still  ruder  substitute, 
which  was  used  unchanged  in  form  or 
execution  down  to  Roderick  the  last  of 
the  race ; the  Gothic  coins  are  small 
and  thin,  with  the  head  seen  in  full 
face.  For  all  details  consult  the  ad- 
mirable Medullas  of  Florez. 

Tiie  Moorish  coinage  in  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  is  much  neater  and  sharper. 
The  coins  qge  very  thin,  and  are  struck 
out  of  such  pure  metal,  that  they  bend 
easily  on  pressure.  They  are  inscribed 
with  Arabic  characters,  which  gene- 
rally denote  the  name  of  the  petty 
prince  and  the  place  of  the  mint.  This 
branch  of  the  Madrid  collection  has 
been  admirably  and  scientifically  ar- 
ranged by  Gayangos,  and  is  probably 
the  only  place  in  Europe  where  the 
subject  can  be  fully  understood  ; not 
that  it  possesses  much  interest,  being 
for  the  most  part  the  monotonous  re- 
cords of  obscure  sheiks. 

Now  return  to  the  S.  facade  of  the 
palace,  and  visit  La  Armeria  real, 
which  is  one  of  the  finest  armouries  in 
the  world.  In  order  to  see  it,  it  is  ne- 


cessary to  have  an  esquela  from  the  el 
director-general  de  ttiales  Caballerizas, 
or  Master  of  the  Horse.  The  noble 
gallery,  which  fronts  the  S.  side  of  the 
palace,  is  227  ft.  long  by  36  wide : it 
was  built  in  1565  by  Gaspar  de  la 
Vega,  for  Philip  II.,  when  he  removed 
the  royal  armoury  from  Valladolid. 
This  is,  moreover,  the  finest  ancient 
armoury  in  Spain,  for  many  of  the 
others  were  broken  by  the  people  in 
1808,  when  they  rose  against  the 
French ; as  the  national  arsenals  con- 
tained then  nothing,  nor  had  the  Go- 
vernment means  or  inclination  to  pro- 
cure weapons,  the  people  therefore, 
before  muskets  were  forwarded  from 
England,  broke  open  the  armouries, 
and  thus  were  equipped  with  the  iden- 
tical weapons  with  which  their  ances- 
tors had  fought  against  their  infidel 
invader.  So  the  Romans  were  anned 
after  the  defeat  at  Cannae  (Val.  Max. 
vii.  6).  The  few  armouries,  ancient 
or  modern,  that  escaped  the  patriots 
were  plundered  by  the  invaders. 

A poor  catalogue  of  this  one  was 
published  in  1793  by  Ignacio  Abadia  ; 
and  a splendid  French  work,  with  en- 
gravings, by  Gaspar  Sensi,  at  Paris, 
1838.  The  first  entrance  is  very 
striking,  and  worthy  of  this  land  of 
the  Cid  and  chivalry  ; it  carries  one 
back  to  the  heroic  age  of  Spain.  All 
down  the  middle  of  the  saloon  are 
drawn  up  equestrian  figures,  while 
armed  knight9  stand  against  the  walls, 
surrounded  in  every  direction  with 
implements  of  war  and  tournament. 
Above  hang  banners  taken  from  the 
enemy,  while  the  walls  are  lined  with 
coats  of  armour;  but  a Meyrick  and 
Scriblerus  Would  grieve  at  the  over- 
bright  polish,  for  the  Freyatriz  of  the 
Miiseo  (No.  1294)  has  been  here,  mis- 
taking the  dry  rustless  climate  of  Cas- 
tile for  her  owp  Dutch  damp  land, 
to  scrub  off  with  pumice  and  emery 
the  respectable  ®rugo.  The  Madrid 
Murillos  are  scarcely  more  over- 
cleaued. 

Observe  the  19  suits  of  armour  of 
Charles  V.,  chased  in  fine  cinque- 
cento.  On  the  frout  of  every  one  is 
engraved  the  Virgin,  his  tutelar,  and 
at  the  back  Santa  Barbara — Isis  and 
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Astarte.  The  latter  saint  is  the  pa-  [ Fernando  is  kept  in  a case.  His  nether 
troness  of  Spanish  artillery,  as  Santa  man  is  altogether  apocryphal,  notwith- 
Teresa  is  generalissima  of  infantry.  ' standing  which  many  indulgences  are 
Santa  Barbara  is  also  invoked  by  all  granted  to  all  who  behold  it  with  an 
the  old  women  of  Spain  in  thunder-  j implicit  faith.  See  the  affixed  notice, 
storms,  for  she  directs  the  artillery  Some  of  the  shields  on  the  walls  are 
both  of  heaven  and  of  earth.  The  superb.  Observe  one  with  a Medusa’s 
suits  of  Philip  II.  are  very  splendid,  head ; and  another  studded  with  ca- 
especially  those  worked  in  black  and  meos,  and  given  to  Philip  II.  by  a 
gold.  Here  is  the  rnde  litter  in  which  Duke  of  Savoy.  The  armour  of  the 
Charles  V.  was  carried  when  snffering  Great  Captain  is  authentic ; there  are 
from  the  gout ; it  is  something  be-  four  suits,  all  richly  chased,  with  a 
tween  a black  coffin-like  trunk  and  a badge  of  two  palm-trees  issuing  from 
Sclavonian  kibitka.  Observe  his  iron  a coronet.  Remark  the  peculiar  coal- 
campaigning plates ; how  the  simple  scuttle  helmet  of  the  Rev  Chico,  and 
service  of  this  bred  and  born  emperor,  a suit  of  armour,  worked  with  silver 
contrasts  with  the  goUlen  nccessaire  filigree,  given  to  Philip  II.  by  the  city 
left  behind  by  the  upstart  fugitives  of  of  Pamplona.  Observe  the  armour  of 
Vitoria  and  Waterloo.  Remark  the  Guzman  el  Bueno,  of  Feman  Cortes, 
carriage,  said  to  be  that  of  crazy  Jane,  of  John  of  Austria,  and  worn  at  Le- 
Juana  La  Loca,  and  the  first  ever  panto;  of  Columbus,  black  and  white, 
used  in  Spain,  carved,  about  1546,  in  with  silver  medallions;  also  a suit  of 
black  wood,  in  the  Berruguete  style,  a German  elector,  heavy,  square,  and 
with  cupids,  flowers,  ana  festoons ; short-legged— there  is  no  mistaking 
compare  it  with  a steel  vehicle  made  in  the  country  of  the  wearer.  The  smaller 
Biscay  in  1828,  and  given  to  Ferdi-  suits,  for  Infantes  and  young  heroes, 
nand  VII.  The  finest  armour  is  are  military  playthings.  The  Turkish 
foreign,  German  and  Italian.  One  banners  were  mostly  taken  at  Lepanto. 
suit  is  inscribed,  “ Desiderio  Colman  The  collection  of  guns  belonging  to 
Cays:  May:  Harnashmagher  ausge-  Charles  III. and  Charles  IV.  is  worthy 
macht  in  Augusta  den  15  Aprilis,  of  these  royal  gamekeepers ; many  are 
1552,”  by  whom  also  is  a black  and  inlaid  with  jewels:  one  was  a present 
gold  helmet,  dated  1550.  The  armour  from  Buonaparte,  who  soon  after  ac- 
of  Philip  II.,  when  prince,  has  en-  cepted  from  his  friend  his  crown  and 
graved  on  it  the  arms  of  England,  in  kingdom. 

an  escutcheon  of  pretence  for  his  wife,  The  collection  of  swords  is  much 
our  Mary.  The  so-called  armour  of  more  interesting;  for  this  weapon  Spain 
Philip  of  Burgundy  is  inscribed  “Phi-  has  always  been  celebrated  (see  To- 
lipus  Jacobi  et  frater  Negroli  facie-  ledo) : many  are  of  undoubted  au- 
bant.”  A most  elegant  steel  gun  is  thenticity,  although  some  want  con- 
inscribed  “ Ilizo  me  en  Ricla,  Chris-  firmatiou,  which  is  a sad  pitj,  as  these 
tobal  Fr.  Isleva,  aiio  1565.”  Here,  are  the  symbol  relics  of  Spain's  heroic 
as  was  the  case  at  our  "ftwer,  much  and  best  age ; they  realise  her  ballad 
nonsense  is  repeated  by  rote  by  the  Epos,  her  best  poetry.  Look  at  least 
keeper  regarding  sundry  helmets  of  with  veneration  at  the  scimitars  of 
Hannibal  and  Julius  Ctesar:  the  latter  those  creatures  of  romance,  Bernardo 
is  evidently  Italian,  and  of  the  16th  del  Carpio  and  Roldan  (Orlando)  : the 
century.  The  armour  of  the  Cid  is  sword  of  the  latter  is  of  rich  filigree, 
also  fictitious ; not  so  that  of  Isabella,  and  possibly  is  the  identical  blade  with 
which  she  wore  at  the  siege  of  Granada,  which  he  divided  the  Pyrenees.  Ob- 
The  monogram  Isabel  is  worked  on  serve  the  equally  formidable  Montante, 
the  visor,  and  she  must  have  been  a or  double-handed  falchion  of  Garcia  de 
portly  dame.  Ferdinand,  her  hus-  Paredes,  with  which  he  kept  whole 
band,  dressed  in  bran  new  red  breeches,  French  armies  at  bay. 
and  armed  in  black  and  gold  armour,  Then  come  the  swords  of  St.  Ferdi- 
is  mounted  on  a "war-horse,  while  San  | nand,  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  and 
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of  the  “ Great  Captain  the  latter  was  looks  N.  and  faces  the  Santa  Maria  de 
used  when  knighthood  was  conferred  la  Almudena.  This  church,  once  a 
on  distinguished  persons.  Next  re-  Moorish  mosque,  retains,  like  the 
mark  those  of  Charles  V.,  Philip  II.,  tower  at  Tortosa,  its  name  of  the  Mos- 
Fernan  Cortes,  and  Pizarro,  in  a steel  lem  Mueddin.  It  was  purified  by 
sheath.  In  vain  the  historian  will  in-  Alonso  VI.,  and  dedicated  to  the  Vir- 
quire  for  the  sword  which  Francois  I.  gin.  The  church  itself  is  small,  and 
surrendered  at  Pavia  ; it  was  given  to  j of  no  interest ; it,  however,  enjoys  the 
Murat,  and,  to  make  the  dishonour  privileges  of  an  Iglesia  Mayor  in  this 
complete,  by  the  Marquis  de  Astorga,  cathedral-less  capital.  There  is  a folio 
whose  duty,  as  Divisero  Mayor  de  Ma-  volume  on  the  * Invention  and  Miracles’ 
drid,  it  was  to  have  guarded  the  relic,  but  worked  by  this  image,  Jose  de  Vera 
Boney,  Murat’s  brother-in-law,  filched  Tarsia  y Villaroel,  Mad.  1692. 
the  sword  of  Frederick  the  Great  from  Now  cross  the  Calle  de  Segovia  to 
his  tomb.  The  implements  of  tourna-  las  Vistillas,  long  the  town  residence 
roents  and  hunting  are  extremely  cu-  of  the  Duques  de  Infantado,  and  where 
rious  and  complete,  as  the  German  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  lived.  From 
love  of  heraldry  and  the  lists  flourished  the  windows  did  Ximenez,  when  asked 
in  the  congenial  soil  of  the  Castiles,  by  what  authority  he  assumed  the  Re- 
the  land  of  personal  prowess  and  the  gency,  point  to  his  artillery  and  sol- 
hidalgo  and  Paso  Honroso( see  p.317):  aiers  in  the  court  below.  Beyond  is 
here,  hy  the  way,  is  the  sword  of  Suero  San  Francisco,  a vast  pile,  placed  in 
de  Quinones.  Observe  the  halbert  of  an  out-of-the-way  locality.  The  cou- 
Don  Pedro  the  Cruel,  and  the  hastas  vent  is  now  made  a barrack,  and  the 
de  gallardete,  which  were  fixed  on  the  chapel  a parish  church.  It  was  de- 
walls  of  captured  cities.  The  saddles  signed  by  the  monk  Francisco  Cabezas, 
and  leather  shields  of  the  Moors  are  and  finished  in  1784  by  Sabatini.  Tl»e 
curious  ; the  latter,  or  Adargas,  al-  church,  one  of  the  finest  in  Madrid,  is 
though  light,  resisted  spear  and  sword : a rotunda,  surrounded  with  chapels : 
two  hides  are  cemented  together  by  a the  dome  is  163  feet  high..  The  Jubileo 
mortar  composed  of  herbs  and  camel-  de  Porcinncula(see  p.  441)was  painted 
hair ; the  forms  are  ovals,  and  orna-  by  the  feeble  Bayeu : the  pictures  in 
mented  with  three  tassels  and  the  umbo  the  chapels  by  Maella,  Calleja,  Goya, 
or  knob:  they  are  the  unchanged  Cetree  Velazquez  ( not  Diego),  and  others,  are 
of  the  Carthaginians  and  Iberians  (see  no  better. 

Sil.  Ital.  iii.  278;  x.  231  ; Pliny,  ‘Nat.  Proceed  next  into  the  intricate  Prout- 
Hist.’  xi.  39  ; San  Isidoro,  ‘Or.’  xviii.  like  jumble  of  lanes,  the  old  Moreria, 
12).  which  is  now  thought  a parenthesis  of 

' Next  visit  Za  Casade  los  Ministerios,  barbarism  in  an  age  of  civilization: 
built  for  the  secretaries  of  state  by  Sa-  there  is  a plan  of  opening  a wide  street 
batini,  by  order  of  Charles  VI. : it  was  to  the  Calle  de  Segovia;  all  this  side 
splendidly  fitted  up  by  Godoy,  and  has  of  Madrid  which  hangs  over  the  river 
a grand  staircase  and  column-supported  was  the  ancient  town,  and  it  contrasts 
vestibule.  The  ante-rooms  are  thronged  with  the  newer  portions  near  and  be- 
with  waiters  on  providence  and  patient  yoml  the  Puerta  del  Sol:  pass  on  to 
sufferers,  emblems  of  hope  and  salary  the  Puerta  de  los  Moros,  and  thence  to 
deferred,  since  here  are  the  offices  of  San  Andres,  which  was  used  byFerdi- 
the  Ministers  of  War,  Marine,  Justice,  uand  and  Isabella  as  their  parish 
and  Finance.  It  was  much  damaged  church.  Here  San  Isidro  went  to  mass 
by  fire,  Oct.  31,  1846;  when  many  of  and  was  buried  : his  body  was  removed 
the  archives  were  burnt  and  lost.  in  1769  to  San  Isidro  Real,  but  a small 

The  Casa  de  los  Conscjos,  close  by,  reja  in  the  presbilerio  marks  the  site 
built  by  Francisco  de  Mora  for  the  of  his  grave ; his  standing  wooden 
Duque  de  Uceda,  is  a fine  Herrera  effigy  is  curious  for  costume.  The 
elevation,  but  the  interior  was  never  gaudy  churrigueresque  chapel  was 
properly  finished:  the  chief  facade  raised  by  Philip  IV.  and  Charles  II. 
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The  miracles  of  the  tutelar  are  painted 
by  Carreno  and  the  Rizzi ; observe 
that  in  which  Alonso  VIII.  recognises 
in  the  body  of  San  Isidro  the  peasant 
who  led  his  armies  to  victory  at  Navas 
de  Tolosa  (p.  81).  Adjoining  is  la 
Capilla  del  Obispo,  one  of  the  few  old 
Gothic  specimens  in  modern  Madrid. 
It  is  so  called  because  built  by  Gutie- 
rez  de  Vargas  y Carvajal,  Bishop  of 
Plasencia  in  1547.  The  excellent  lle- 
tablo  and  Berruguete  carvings  are  by 
Francisco  Giralte,  and  painted  by  Juan 
de  Villondo  in  1548,  and  not  by  Bias 
del  Pardo,  as  some  state : by  Giralte 
also  are  the  superb  plateresque  sepul- 
chres of  the  prelate  and  his  family 
This  chapel  was  injured  in  1755  by  an 
earthquake,  and  repaired  in  vile  taste. 
There  are  also  some  good  carvings  in 
the  Sacristia,  and  a wooden  effigy  of 
the  saint  in  his  rustic  costume. 

Now  visit  la  Plaza  de  Cebada,  the 
forage,  the  “ hay,”  the  “ grass  market,” 
and  where  executions  formerly  took 
place.  The  artist  and  naturalist  will 
come  here  to  study  costume  and  pro- 
duce ; the  scene  is  busy,  noisy,  and  pic- 
torial. Look  at  the  portal  of  la  La- 
tina, or  Nuestra  Sen  or  a de  la  Concep- 
cion, a hospital  founded  in  1499  by 
Beatriz  Galindo,  who  taught  Queen 
Isabella  Latin.  It  was  built  by  a Moor 
named  Hazan,  and  finished,  see  date 
over  portal,  iu  1507.  Those  who  wish 
to  see  old  Madrid  and  the  quarters  of 
the  Populacho,  may  now  thread  the 
Calles  del  D.  de  Alba,  Jesus  y Maria, 
to  the  Lavapies  : all  this  locality  is  a 
sort  of  Seven  Dials.  The  Calle  de  Zu- 
rita,  de  la  Comadre,  Campillo  de  Ma- 
nuela,  Ac.,  are  and  have  been  the  homes 
and  styes  of  Manolos  and  Manolas, 
Chisperos,  Gitanos,  Chalanes,  and 
other  picturesque  rogues  since  the  days 
of  Quevedo,  although,  alas ! every  day 
they  are  abandoning  their  national 
costume — 

u En  Madrid  se  juntaron 
Cuantos  pobrea  y pobras, 

A la  J'uente  del  piujo 

En  sus  Zahurdas  moran.” 

Those  who  have  no  taste  for  a Cas- 
tilian St.  Giles  may  pass  up  la  Latina 
to  Sau  Isidro  el  Real,  in  the  Calle  de 


Toledo.  This,  once  a Jesuits’  college, 
was  built  in  1651,  and,  now  a parish 
church,  is  called  la  Coleyiata : here 
bad  taste  and  churriguerismo  reign  un- 
disputed. This  convent  was  attacked 
by  the  Madrid  mob,  July  17,  1834,  who 
murdered  the  monks  because  they  had 
caused  the  cholera ; enter  and  look  at 
the  Capilla  Mayor,  which  was  “ re- 
paired ’ by  Rodriguez.  Here  lies  San 
Isidro  and  his  Santa  Esposa : his  sta- 
tue is  by  Pereyra.  Here  are  the  ashes 
of  Daoiz,  Velarde,  and  some  of  Murat’s 
victims  of  the  “ Dos  de  Mayo,”  which 
were  removed  from  the  Prado  May  2, 
1814,  with  great  pomp.  Look  into  the 
chapels  and  sacristies  to  see  to  what 
extent  marbles,  cupolas,  and  gilt  gin- 
gerbread Rococo  can  be  carried.  The 
library  which  once  belonged  to  the  Je- 
suits is  still  here,  and  is  open  to  the 
public. 

Turn  now  to  the  1.  to  the  Plazuela 
de  la  Villa,  which  is  open  on  one  side, 
to  the  Calle  Mayor.  The  “ Mansion- 
house,”  or  Casa  del  Auuntamiento,  was 
built  in  the  sixteenth  century ; the 
portals  are  later,  and  bad.  The  peri- 
style facing  the  Calle  de  la  Almudena 
was  added  by  Villanueva : the  patio 
aud  staircase  inside  are  simple.  At 
the  balcony  overlooking  the  Platerias, 
the  Duke,  entering  Madrid  as  a con- 
queror, presented  himself  to  the  ap- 
plause of  the  delivered  citizens. 

Opposite,  in  what  was  la  Casa  de 
Lujanes,  the  tower  of  which  is  now 
used  for  a telegraph,  Francis  I.  was 
confined  after  his  defeat  at  Pavia,  until 
removed,  Jan.  14,  1526,  to  the  alcazar. 
Here  he  plighted  his  word  of  a king 
to  treaties  which,  forgetting  his  chival- 
rous lament  after  Pavia,  tout  est  perdu 
hors  l’honneur,  he  violated  the  instant 
he  crossed  the  Bidasoa  and  touched  the 
6acred  soil  of  France.  But  this  most 
Christian  king  was  absolved  from  all 
his  oaths  by  Clement  VII.  the  vicar  of 
Christ;  Peter  Martyr  (Ep.  813)  thus 
wrote  prophetically,  when  Francois  I. 
was  making  solemn  promises  : “ Gal- 
ium ergo  in  Matritensem  caveam  die 
Aug.  14,  Aquila  clausit.  Quern  ex 
tanta  victoria,  fructum  exerpsemus 
tempus  dicet.  Parvum  existimo,  quia 
uimis  mitis  est  Caesar,  Galli  vafri  ni- 
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mium,  in  actionibus  Degociorum  and 
he  was  right. 

Now  cross  the  fine  Valle  Mayor  to 
San  Gines,  in  the  Calle  del  Arenal. 
This  church  was  built  about  1358,  and 
injured  by  fire  in  1824,  Observe  in- 
side the  Paso  of  Santo  Cristo,  carved 
by  Vergaz,  and  a good  painting  of 
“ Christ  seated  and  stripped,”  by 
Alonso  Cano.  Descend  to  the  Boveda, 
or  dark  vault,  where  during  Lent  fla- 
gellants whip  themselves,  the  sexton 
furnishing  the  scourges,  many  of  which 
are  stained  with  blood. 

Next  cross  over  to  the  Plaza  mayor, 
erected  in  1619,  by  Juan  de  Mora. 
Here  the  Autos  de  Ft  were  celebrated, 
and  the  Fiestas  Beales,  or  royal  bull- 
fights ; here  our  Charles  I.  beheld  one 
given  to  him  by  Philip  IV.  The  lo- 
cality is  well  adapted  for  spectacles, 
as  the  space  is  434  feet  long  by  334 
wide.  By  a clause  in  their  leases  the 
inmates  of  houses  are  bound  on  these  j 
occasions  to  give  up  their  front  rooms 
and  balconies,  which  are  fitted  up  as 
boxes.  The  royal  seat  is  on  the  part 
called  La  Panaderia,  the  saloons  of 
which,  painted  by  Claudio  Coello,  were 
destined  by  Charles  III.  to  the  Aca- 
demy of  History,  who  have  here  a 
tolerable  library. 

Going  out  at  the  S.E.  corner  is  the 
Carcel  de  Corte,  built  in  1634,  for 
Philip  IV.,  by  Juan  Bautista  Cres- 
centi,  the  home  of  guilt  and  misery, 
the  dwelling,  indeed,  as  Cervantes 
says,  “ of  every  discomfort,  and  of 
every  wretched  sound.”  Since  1808 
and  the  many  political  changes  and 
chances,  these  dungeons  have  never 
wanted  a tenant  from  every  shade  of 
opinion.  Here  Joseph  incarcerated 
the  patriots,  and  the  Cortes  the  afran-  ■ 
cesados.  Here  Ferdinand  confined  the 
liberals,  here  the  liberals  fettered  the 
royalists  ; here  Carlist  and  Christinist,  : 
Servile,  Exaltado,  and  Moderado  have 
each  in  their  turn  tasted  the  iron  of 
their  national  jwticia,  particularly 
since  Ferdinand’s  death,  under  his 
even-handed  widow  Christina,  who 
here  shut  up  the  royalists  in  1836,  and 
the  liberals  in  1844.  The  jurisconsult 
may  next  inquire  into  causes,  for  here 
are  the  tribunals  of  the  Audiencia,  or 


supreme  court  of  justice.  A pure  ad- 
ministration of  the  law,  and  not  a new 
code,  is  what  is  wanting  for  the  peace 
and  welfare  of  Spaniards.  The  juris- 
diction of  this  Audiencia  extends  over 
| 1,022,600  souls;  the  number  tried  in 
1844  was  5160,  or  about  1 in  every 
200 ; in  the  simple  mountain  Asturias 
the  proportion  is  as  1 in  898,  which 
offers  the  best  comment  on  the  relative 
morality.  The  city  prison  called  la 
Casa  del  Saladero  is  near  the  gate  of 
Santa  Barbara  : gaol-fanciers  may  also 
go  to  the  Calle  de  Hortaleza,  and  visit 
Las  Recogidas,  or  Santa  Maria  Mag- 
dalena. No  women  can  take  the  be- 
nefit of  this  institution  without  having 
duly  qualified  by  undoubted  guilt,  and 
none,  once  admitted,  can  get  out,  ex- 
cept to  take  the  veil  or  marry.  Here 
also  is  a quarter  in  which  those  ladies 
are  confined  whose  relations  think 
them  likely  to  be  benefited  by  a little 
restraint ; an  institution  which  might 
be  usefully  extended  to  some  capitals 
out  of  Spain. 

In  the  Calle  de  Fuencarral  is  the 
Hospital  de  San  Fernando,  founded  in 
1688.  The  facade  by  the  heresiarcli 
Pedro  Ribera,  1726,  is  the  pet  speci- 
men of  the  vile  taste  of  the  Philip  V. 
period,  and  certainly  entitled  the  in- 
ventor to  his  admission  into  any  re- 
ceptacle for  criminals  or  lunatics.  It 
rivals  in  outrageous  churrigueresque 
the  Retahlo  in  San  Luis,  and  the  Por- 
tada  of  Santo  Tomas.  In  this  hospital 
poor  persons  of  both  sexes  are  received 
and  employed. 

The  hospital  San  Antonio,  Corredera 
de  San  Pablo,  was  founded  in  1606, 
and  has  a good  oval  chapel,  with  fresco 
ceilings,  by  the  Rizzi,  Carreiio.  and 
Giordano.  Observe  the  Santa  Isabel 
and  Santa  Eugracia,  painted  by  Euge- 
nio Caxes,  and  the  statue  of  the  tutelar 
by  Pereyra. 

The  Foundling  Hospital,  Im.  Inclusa, 
in  the  Calle  de  los  Embajadores,  is  so 
called  from  a much-venerated  image 
of  the  Virgin,  which  was  brought  by  a 
Spanish  soldier  from  Enkuissen  (En- 
chusen),  in  Holland ; here  more  than 
1200  infants,  sinless  children  of  sin, 
are  annually  exposed  by  their  unnatu- 
ral parents.  The  lying-in  asylum  for 
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these  mothers,  in  the  Calle  del  Rosal,  j 
is  called,  as  if  in  mockery,  Nuestra 
Senora  de  la  Esperama,  — what  hope 
is  there  for  such  deserted  offspring  ? 
the  more  honest  vulgar,  however,  call  : 
it  el  Pecado  mortal,  the  deadly  gin : j 
here  unmarried  women  are  confined  in 
both  senses  of  the  word. 

A well-managed  Poor-house,  or 
mendicity  asylum,  was  founded  in 
1834,  outside  the  gate  San  Bernar- 
dino, by  the  Marquis  de  Pontejos,  by 
whom  was  first  established,  in  1839, 
the  Caja  de  Ahorros,  or  savings-bank, 
which  has  worked  well ; 4 per  cent,  is 
paid  to  depositors. 

The  Imprenta  Ileal  is  in  the  Calle 
de  Carretas.  This  heavy  building,  by 
one  Turillo,  contains  the  royal  print-  , 
ing  and  engraving  establishment. 
From  this  press  have  issued  many  , 
splendid  specimens  of  typography ; { 
here  may  be  obtained  impressions  of 
those  pictures  in  the  Museo  which 
have  t>een  engraved ; but  they  are 
second-rate,  for  Spaniards  have  never 
excelled  in  the  burin,  which  requires  ' 
too  much  patience,  and  is  too  mecha-  j 
nical ; at  first  they  employed  foreign- 
ers, Flemings  and  Italians,  and  latterly 
Frenchmen.  Very  few  Spanish  artists 
have  ever  etched,  for  Riliera  was,  in  ' 
fact,  a Neapolitan ; and  in  no  country 
have  illustrated  works  been  less  pro- 
duced. The  Bourbons  introduced  a 
taste  for  engraving  portraits,  and  some 
plates  by  Celma  and  Carmona  are 
tolerable. 

The  Casa  de  Moneda,  or  mint,  is  in 
the  Calle  de  Segovia : the  coinage  is  j 
slovenly,  the  machinery  foreign,  the 
dies  ill  cut  and  worse  worked  but  I 
since  the  great  prevalence  of  5-franc 
pieces  struck  in  France,  no  great  acti- 
vity has  been  shown  here. 

The  public  and  stock-exchange,  or 
Bolsa  de  Comercio,  was  established  in 
1831,  and  was  then  held  at  San  Mar-  '■ 
tin.  It  is  now  removed  to  Los  Basi-  . 
lios,  Calle  del  Deseugano,  and  is  open  ; 
from  10  a.m.  until  3 o’clock,  where 
those'  who  like  Spanish  5 per  cents, 
may  buy  them  at  a low  figure  ; there 
are  a great  variety  of  different  stocks  ; 
but  it  is  not  the  duty  of  a useful  Hand-  j 
look  to  recommend  these  investments.  ’ 


What  with  the  French  invasion,  civil 
wars,  official  peculation,  and  financial 
ignorance,  Spain  is  over  head  and  ears 
in  debt,  and  irremediably  insolvent 
And  yet  few  countries,  if  we  regard  the 
fertility  of  her  soil,  her  golden  posses- 
sions at  home  and  abroad,  her  frugal 
temperate  population  ought  to  have 
been  less  embarrassed  than  Spain  ; but 
Santiago  has  granted  her  every  blessing, 
except  a good  and  honest  government 
The  national  or  government  bank, 
called  de  San  Fernando,  is  in  the  Calle 
de  la  Montera.  It  issues  notes  for  500 
and  1000  reals,  which  will  not  readily 
pass  out  of  Madrid.  These  notes  are 
cashed  every  day  from  ten  to  one. 
Previously  there  existed  that  of  San 
Carlos,  founded  in  1782  by  Charles 
III.,  and  the  first  of  Madrid  which 
ever  enjoyed  exclusive  privileges  of 
receiving  deposits,  and  a monopoly  of 
issuing  paper  ; but,  in  spite  of  charters, 
Ferdinand  VII.,  July  9,  1829,  created 
this  rival,  in  favour  of  some  capitalists 
who  advanced  him  money,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  the  older  establish- 
ment failed.  In  spite  of  the  charters  of 
this  San  Fernando,  the  opposition  go- 
vernmental bank  Santa  Isabel  was  set 
up,  which  discounted  promissory  notes 
or  pagares.  The  two  rivals  have,  how- 
ever, recently  coalesced.  There  is  also 
the  Union,  a bank  set  up  on  an  English 
system ; another,  called  El  Fomento, 
to  facilitate  new  roads  and  canals,  and 
another,  El  Progreso,  which  is  a sort 
of  savings’-bank.  All  of  these  are 
doing  well,  with  their  shares  at  a pre- 
mium, and  the  profits  large,  since  the 
arts  of  banking  are  yet  in  their  infancy 
in  Spain,  and  the  rates  of  discount  and 
interest  very  high.  A general  Life 
and  House  Insurance  Company  ( Calle 
del  Prado,  No.  42)  was  only  founded 
in  1842:  so  new  here  is  any  security 
for  person  or  property,  it  is  said  that 
few  women  will  insure,  because  it  is 
necessary  to  state  their  real  age. 

In  the  Calle  San  Juan  is  the  Plateria, 
established  by  Charles  III.,  who  sent 
Antonio  Martinez  to  Paris  and  London 
for  ideas  and  machinery : the  work- 
room is  fine ; but  not  much  plate  is 
now  made  in  Spain,  whose  gold  and 
silver  ages  are  past.  Recently  several 
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literary  and  artistieal  societies  have 
been  formed,  such  as  El  Ateneo,  a kind 
of  club  ; El  Liceo  artis'ico  y lilerario, 
a sort  of  Royal  Institution  for  lectures 
and  meetings  every  Thursday  ; a Phil- 
harmonic Academy ; a Conservatorio 
de  Artes,  Calle  del  Turco,  with  a few 
mechanical  models,  and  library  on 
those  subjects ; the  Conservatorio  de 
Musica  was  founded  in  1 830  by  Chris- 
tina, in  order  to  force  Italian  notes 
down  Spanish  gargantas.  The  pupils 
hitherto  have  not  attained  mediocrity : 
Spaniards  are  musical  without  being 
harmonious,  as  those  who  read  Sil.  Ital. 
(iii.  346)  must  know ; and  as  those 
who  do  not,  may  learn  of  any  muleteer, 
or  in  any  of  the  national  operas,  the 
Venta. 

There  are  several  theatres  at  Ma- 
drid. The  two  oldest,  the  Principe 
and  Cruz,  were  the  mean  and  unwor- 
thy cradles  of  the  modem  drama  of 
Europe.  The  original  theatre  for 
which  Calderon,  Cervantes,  and  Lope 
de  Vega  wrote  for  Philip  IV.,  was 
burnt  by  the  French.  The  present 
Teatro  de  la  Cruz,  which  will  hold 
about  1300  persons,  is  badly  contrived ; 
it  was  built  in  1737,  by  Ribera,  who 
exercised  his  genius,  fertile  in  absurdi- 
ties, in  making  such  an  edifice,  that  no 
subsequent  efforts,  short  of  pulling  it 
down,  can  ever  render  it  tolerable. 
The  other  theatre,  called  Del  Principe, 
was  built  by  Villanueva,  in  1806,  and 
will  contain  only  1200  spectators. 
Both  of  them  are  dirty  and  ill-lighted. 
In  the  Principe  a place  is  set  apart  for 
women,  into  which  no  males  are  ad- 
mitted, and  hence  is  called  La  Tertulia 
de  las  Mugeres. 

Spanish  tragedy  is  wearisome:  the 
language  is  stilty,  the  declamation 
ranting,  French,  and  unnatural;  pas- 
sion is  torn  to  rags.  The  sainetes,  or 
farces,  are  broad,  but  amusing,  and 
perfectly  well  acted ; these,  indeed, 
are  the  true  vehicles  of  the  love  for 
sarcasm,  satire,  and  intrigue,  the  mirth 
and  mother-wit,  for  which  Spaniards 
are  so  remarkable ; and  no  people  are 
more  essentially  serio-comic  and  dra- 
matic than  they  are.  The  Sainete  is 
deserving  of  its  name,  which  signifies 
the  tit-bit,  the  brain  of  the  quarry,  with 


which  the  sportsman  rewarded  his 
hawk.  The  Bolero  or  Baile  Nacional, 
of  course,  is  the  Salsa  de  la  Comedia, 
on  n’tcoule  que  1e  ballet : then  women 
cease  even  to  talk,  and  men  to  expecto- 
rate. The  Circo  is  destined  to  the 
Italian  opera  and  French  ballet.  The 
minor  theatres  are  Las  Variedades,  in 
the  Calle  de  la  Magdalena;  the  Buena 
Vista,  Calle  de  la  Luna,  where  the 
old  bank  of  San  Carlos  was ; the 
Museo,  Calle  de  Alcala;  and  the  In- 
stitute, Calle  de  las  Urosas. 

Very  few  of  the  palaces  of  the  Gran- 
dees contain  anything  worth  notice. 
They  were  plundered  by  the  invaders, 
and  their  owners  are  not  over-gifted 
with  taste.  Spain,  indeed,  is  a shadow 
of  departed  greatness,  and  of  all 
shadows  none  are  more  unsubstantial, 
with  few  exceptions,  than  the  present 
holders  of  the  time-honoured  titles  of 
her  heroic  age.  To  be  a Grande  it 
almost  now  seems  necessary  to  be 
chico,  or  small  in  person  and  intellect. 
From  never  allying  themselves  with 
the  commonalty,  they  stand  alone  like 
barren  palm-trees  and  on  the  surface ; 
they  have  no  deep  roots  intertwined 
with  the  social  system,  nor  the  educa- 
tion or  talent  to  carve  out  for  them- 
selves a position.  Uneducated  and  un- 
travelled,  these  popinjay  butterflies  are 
fit  only  to  swell  the  levees,  the  Besa- 
manos  of  the  court,  where,  true  Palo- 
ciegos,  the  insects  glitter  in  embroidery 
and  decoration,  Madrid  is  indeed  the 
court  of  fine  names,  gilt  gingerbread, 
and  trappings  of  honour,  as  the  forms 
of  real  strength  are  resorted  to,  in 
order  to  raise  the  apparent  splendour 
of  a faded  country,  to  mask  the  absence 
of  living  spirit  by  the  symbol : no- 
where, not  even  at  cognate  Naples,  is 
there  a greater  prodigality  of  utterly 
undeserved  titles  and  decorations.  The 
meaner  the  man  the  more  individual 
insignificance  requires  to  be  plastered 
over.  The  badge  confers,  indeed,  small 
honour,  but  not  to  have  it  is  a disgrace. 
Formerly,  said  the  shrewd  Populacho, 
rogues  were  hung  on  crosses,'  now 
crosses  are  hung  on  rogues  : for  these 
matters,  see  Quart.  Rev.,  cxxiii.  1 10. 

The  largest  of  the  Grandees’  houses, 
and  a real  poor  house,  is  that  of  the 
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Duque  de  Medinaceli,  Casa  de  San 
Gercmimo:  it  looks  like  ten  houses 
taken  from  Baker  Street.  The  plate 
and  armoury  were  appropriated  by  the 
French.  Here  are  kept,  in  scandalous 
neglect,  some  antiques  which  were 
brought  from  the  Casa  de  Pilatos  at 
Seville  (see  p.  47).  They  are  not  of 
high  art : observe  a fawn,  a Mercury, 
and  Apollo.  Here  are  two  very  early 
cannon  (see  Baza,  p.  169):  the  library, 
once  open  to  the  public,  is  now  food 
for  worms.  The  Conde  de  Onate  has 
also  a good  house  ; so  has  the  Duque 
de  Hijar,  and  the  Marquis  de  Astorga. 

Charles  I.,  when  at  Madrid,  lived 
in  the  Casa  de  las  siete  Chemineas, 
No.  2,  Calle  de  las  Infantas  Plazuela 
del  Key ; it  was  the  house  which  the 
Venetian  envoy  held  so  long,  and 
even  against  Philip  IV.,  and  our 
minister  Faushaw.  See  his  Letters, 
ii.  129. 

Pursuing  that  street,  is  Las  Salesas 
viejas  Tliis  enormous  nunnery,  a 
second  Escorial,  was  built  in  1758,  by 
one  Carlier,  for  Barbara,  queen  of 
Ferdinand  VI.,  in  imitation  of  Ma- 
dame de  Maintenon’s  St.  Cyr,  as  a 
place  of  retreat  for  herself,  and  a semi- 
nary for  youug  noble  females.  The 
size,  enormous  cost,  and  bad  taste, 
led  the  critics  to  exclaim,  “ Barbara 
Reina,  barbara  obra,  barbaro  gusto, 
barbaro  gasto."  Barbara,  besides 
meaning  barbarous,  has,  in  Spanish, 
the  secondary  signification  of  immense, 
outrageous.  Over  the  facade  is  a bas- 
relief  of  the  Nuestra  Senora  de  la 
Vlsitacion,  to  which  mystery  the 
building  is  dedicated.  The  imposing 
Corinthian  chapel  is  now  converted 
into  a parish  church.  The  king  and 
queen,  who  would  not  mix  their  French 
ashes  with  those  of  Austrians,  are 
buried  here : their  tombs  were  de- 
signed by  Sabatini,  and  executed  by 
Gutierrez.  They  are  composed  of  the 
finest  materials,  but  the  figures  of 
Plenty  and  Justice  are  after  the  taste 
and  truth  of  the  grand  epitaphs  com- 
posed by  the  poet  Juan  de  Iriarte.  The 
marbles  of  the  high  altar  are  truly 
magnificent:  the  green  pillars  were 
nought  from  the  quarries  of  San  Juan 

ar  Granada.  The  handsomest  facade 


of  the  Palacio,  so  called  because  the 
residence  of  Queen  Barbara,  looks  to 
the  garden. 

The  Descalzas  Reales  in  its  plaza 
was  founded  by  Juana,  daughter  of 
Charles  V.  Observe  her  kneeling 
effigy  placed  on  her  tomb,  and  wrought 
in  marble  by  P.  Leoui.  The  frescos 
were  painted  in  1756,  by  Velazquez 
(not  Diego).  The  Retablo  of  the  high 
altar  is  by  Becerra.  The  abbess  of  this 
convent  ranked  as  a grandee. 

There  are  very  few  interesting  tombs 
in  modern  Madrid,  as  the  finest  in  the 
San  Geronimo  and  San  Martin  were 
destroyed  by  the  invaders.  Herrera, 
the  architect,  was  buried  in  San  Nicho- 
las ; Lope  de  Vega  in  San  Sebastian : 
he  died  Aug.  27,  1637,  at  No.  11,  Calle 
Francos.  Velazquez,  who  died  Aug.  7, 
1660,  was  buried  in  San  Juan,  It  was 
pulled  down  in  1811,  in  the  time  of  the 
French,  and  his  ashes  scattered  to  the 
winds,  as  they  had  treated  those  of 
Murillo  (see  p.  47).  So  were  scattered 
those  of  Cervantes : he  died  April  23, 
1616,  in  the  Calle  del  Leon,  No.  20, 
Manzana,  228,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Trinitarias  Descalzas,  Calle  del  Humil- 
ladero,  and  when  the  nuns  moved  to 
the  Calle  de  Cantarrauas,  the  site  was 
forgotten,  and  his  remains  are  now 
left  unhonoured.  In  that  convent  the 
daughters  both  of  Cervantes  and  Lope 
de  Vega  took  the  veil. 

Spain,  having  denied  bread  to  Cer- 
vantes when  alive,  has  recently  given 
him  a stone;  a monument  has  been 
raised  in  the  Plaza  de  las  Cortes,  with 
his  statue  modelled  by  Antonio  Sola 
of  Barcelona,  and  cast  in  bronze  by  a 
Prussian  named  Hofgarten.  He  is 
dressed  in  the  old  Spanish  costume, 
and  hides  under  bis  cloak  his  arm  mu- 
tilated at  Lepanto,  which  he  never  did 
in  life,  it  being  the  great  pride  of  his 
existence.  The  reliefs  on  the  pedestal 
of  Don  Quixote’s  adventures  were  de- 
signed by  one  Piguer;  the  cost  was 
defrayed  put  of  the  Bula  de  Cruzada : 
thus  Cervantes,  who  when  alive  was 
ransomed  from  Algiers  by  the  monks  of 
Merced,  w hen  dead  owed  to  a religious 
fund  this  tardy  monument.  The  street 
in  which  he  lived  is  now  called  Calle 
de  Cervantes.  The  bones  of  Calderon 
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de  la  Barca  were  moved  April  19, 
1841,  from  LaCalatrava  nunnery,  and 
interred  in  the  Campo  Santo  de  San 
Andrea. 

The  celebrated  Padre  Henrique 
Florez,  whose  works  we  so  often  quote, 
died,  aged  71,  May  5,  1773,  in  his 
convent  San  Felipe  el  Beal,  near  the 
Puerta  del  Sol,  and  was  buried  in  the 
fine  chapel ; now  all  is  swept  away. 
Here  was  preserved  his  splendid 
library  and  his  extraordinary  collec- 
tion of  notes  and  papers  for  the  continu- 
ation of  the  ‘ Espaha  Sagra/la,’  and  for 
the  preservation  of  which  he  obtained 
from  Clement  XIII.  a bull  excommu- 
nicating all  who  should  remove  or 
injure  them.  This,  however,  proved  a 
brutum  fulmen  against  the  invader,  as 
General  Belliard,*  in  1808,  turned  the 
beautiful  church  into  a stable,  and 
used  up  those  MSS.  and  books  of  Florez 
which  were  not  burnt  for  camp-kettles, 
to  make  beds  of  for  the  troops : thus 
perished  antiquarian  researches  that 
never  can  be  replaced,  as  most  of  the 
original  documents  afterwards  metwith 
the  same  fate  from  the  same  destroyers: 
hence  the  present  difficulty  in  continu- 
ing the  ‘ Espana  Sagrada see  for 
details  Risco’s  preface,  * Esp.  Sag ,’ 
xliii.  ix.  For  particulars  of  the  life  of 
Florez,  see  ‘ Noticias  de  la  Vida,’  by 
Francisco  Mendez,  Mad.  1780,  his 
companion,  and  learned  author  of  the 
‘ Typographia  Espanola.’ 

Santo  Domingo  el  Beal  was  founded 
in  1217.  The  portal  and  coro  were 
added  by  Herrera  for  Philip  II.  in  1599, 
whose  son  Don  Carlos  was  buried  here, 
until  removed  to  the  Escorial.  Ob- 
serve the  kneeling  effigy  of  Don  Pedro. 
There  are  so  very  few  churches  worth 
visiting  at  Madrid  that  the  ecclesiolo- 
gist  had  better  hasten  to  imperial  To- 
ledo, the  seat  of  the  primate  of  Spain. 
San  Ildefonso  was  rebuilt  in  1827,  the 
French  having  destroyed  the  former 
church.  San  Marcot,  Calle  de  San 

• So  Mons.  de  Tilli,  the  Vandal  of  the  Pala- 
tinate, littered  his  dragoons  with  the  rare  MSS. 
of  the  library  at  Heidelberg  Holliard  was  the 
man  who  surrendered  with  the  French  army 
to  the  English  in  Egypt,  and  wm  the  first  of 
his  brother  generals  to  oetray  his  master  Buo- 
naparte at  Fontainebleau. 

Sp. 


Leonardo,  was  erected  by  Ventura 
Rodriguez,  who  lies  buried  in  it. 

The  immediate  environs  of  Madrid 
offer  small  attraction,  as  the  city  stands 
alone  in  its  desert  solitude.  There  are 
no  daughter  suburbs,  no  Belgrave 
Squares,  no  Nouvelle  Athenes ; few 
are  the  villas,  the  rures  in  urbe,  which 
tempt  the  citizens  beyond  the  mud 
wall  of  their  paradise.  The  rare  ex- 
ceptions are  mostly  royal  property ; 
one  of  the  prettiest  is  la  Monctoa,  on 
the  r.  of  the  road  to  the  Escorial,  and 
overlooking  the  bed  of  the  Manzanares. 
It  once  belonged  to  the  Alva  family  ; 
it  was  purchased  by  Ferdinand  VII., 
who  removed  to  it  the  porcelain  manu- 
factory after  the  French  had  destroyed 
la  China  (see  p.  417).  Here  his  Ma- 
jesty made  some  bad,  coarse,  and  very 
dear  pots  and  pans. 

El  Pardo  is  a royal  sitio  or  shooting- 
box,  distant  2 L.  on  the  Manzanares. 
It  was  built  by  Charles  V.,  and  added 
to  by  Charles  III.,  whose  favourite 
preserve  it  was : the  covers  extend  to 
15  L.  in  circumference.  The  royal 
apartments  are  commodious,  with 
some  of  the  ceilings  painted  in  fresco 
by  Galvez  and  Ribera.  Some  of  the 
glass  chandeliers  are  large  and  fine. 
There  is  a small  theatre  in  the  build- 
ing. 

The  Alameda  is  an  attempt  at  a 
villa  erected  on  the  road  to  Guadala- 
jara by  the  late  Duchess  Countess  of 
Osuna,  at  an  enormous  expense.  On 
the  evenings  of  summer  holidays  the 
citizens  venture  outside  the  gate  of 
Alcala  to  la  Quinta  del  Espiritu 
Santo,  or  to  Chamberi  outside  the  gate 
of  Bilbao,  where  they  refresh  them- 
selves in  second-rate  public-houses 
with  cheap  adulterated  wines.  On  a 
hill  about  } of  a L.  on  the  road  to 
Toledo  is  Caravanchel,  or  rather  the 
Caravancheles,  for  the  two  villages 
close  adjoin  each  other,  being  distin- 
guished by  the  epithets  upper  and 
lower,  de  arriba  y de  abajo.  They  are 
to  Madrid  what  Highgate  and  Hamp- 
stead are  to  London,  and  are  frequented 
by  the  citizens  on  holidays.  The  best 
hotel,  la  Vitta  Alegre,  was  so  called 
from  the  cheerful  view  over  the  naked- 
ness of  the  land.  Here  Christina 
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.created  a villa,  where  royal  and  rural  I 
fetes  are  given.  Christina,  although 
'bred  and  born  at  beautiful  Naples,  was 
so  fond  of  this  place,  that  she  took  the 
title  of  Condesa  de  Vista  Aleyre,  on 
departing  quasi  incognita  from  Valen- 
cia, after  her  abdication,  and  when  her 
throne  and  children  were  left  behind ; 
but  the  classical  and  national  denomi- 
nation of  the  “rueful  countenance,” 
would  better  have  suited  the  sadness 
of  the  occasion  and  her  own  forced 
errantry. 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM  MADRID. 

Before  quitting  the  capital  remember 
to  get  the  passport  en  regie,  and  do  not 
put  off  the  obtaining  all  necessary 
vises  to  the  last  moment,  as  the  official 
subalterns  are  not  to  be  hurried. 

Madrid,  being  placed  like  a spider 
in  the  middle  of  the  Peninsular  web, 
may  justly  be  termed  the  heart  in 
which  the  grand  arteries  of  the  cir- 
culation centre,  and  from  whence,  until 
the  projected  railroads  are  finished, 
the  mails  and  diligences  start. 

The  following  communications  from 
Madrid  have  been  and  will  be  de- 
scribed for  the  information  of  tra- 
vellers : — 

Madrid  to  Andalucia  by  Bailen,  R.  9. 
Madrid  to  Murcia  by  Albacete,  R.  32. 
Madrid  to  Valencia  by  Almansa, 
R.  106. 

Madrid  to  Valencia  by  Cuenca,  R.  107. 
Madrid  to  Teruel  by  Calatayud, 
R.  113. 

Madrid  to  Zaragoza  by  Calatayud, 

R.  ns. 

Madrid  to  Burgos  by  Lerma,  R 116. 
Madrid  to  Valladolid  by  Segovia, 
R.  102. 

Madrid  to  Salamanca  by  Avila,  R.  100 
and  69. 

Madrid  to  Lisbon  by  Badajoz,  R.  57 
and  56. 

Madrid  to  Toledo,  R.  104. 

—on  all  of  which,  except  portions  of 
R.  107,  there  are  convenient  public 
conveyances.  For  all  the  particulars 
regarding  diligences,  consult  the  print- 
ed bills  and  particulars,  which  are  to 
be  had  everywhere  at  Madrid,  and  the 
■Treat  companies  generally  advertise 
leir  days  and  time  of  departure  in  the 


papers.  There  is  also  a useful  little 
book  called  ‘ El  Estado  sinoptico  de 
Correas,’  which  gives  an  account  of 
all  the  coaches,  &c.,  which  enter  and 
leave  Madrid. 

EXCURSIONS  ROUND  MADRID. 

Every  one  of  course  will  visit  lot 
Sitios  Reales,  or  the  “ royal  seats  ” of 
the  Escorial,  San  Ildefonso,  and  Aran- 
juez:  in  order  to  economise  time, 
these  may  be  included  in  other  routes ; 
thus  those  about  to  travel  from  Madrid 
to  the  & or  E.  may  first  take  Toledo 
and  Aranjuez,  and  then  journey  on, 
if  to  Valencia,  by  Cuenca,  and  if  to 

Andalucia,  by  the  Sierra  Morena, 

Those  proceeding  from  Madrid  to 
France  may  pass  by  Avila,  the  Esco- 
rial, San  Ildefonso  to  Seyovia,  and 
thence  to  Valladolid  and  Burgos. 
Those  going  from  Madrid  to  Viga, 
may  proceed  by  Segovia,  San  Ilde- 
fonso, the  Escorial,  Avila,  and  Sala- 
munca,  to  all  of  which  there  are 
coaches. 

ROUTE  100. — MADRID  TO  AVILA. 

Hoadilla  ......  2J 

Hrunete  . . . . . . . . 5 

Cliapinera  . . . . . 3 ••  8 

Valdeiglesiaa.  ....  2 ..  10 

(iuisando.  . • . . . 1 ••  11 

Tiemblo 1 ..12 

tierraco 2 . .14 

Avila 2 ..  16 

There  is  a sort  of  coche  to  Avila, 
which  starts  from  the  Meson  de  los 
Huevos,  Calle  de  la  Concepcion  Gero- 
nima.  The  diligence  to  Salamanca 
generally  sleeps  here  the  first  night. 
Avila,  by  the  direct  Villacastin  road, 
is  about  20  L.  from  Madrid:  the 
shortest  road  is  by  the  Escorial,  16  L. 
(see  R.  101,  102);  but  the  antiquarian 
will  hire  horses  and  a guide  and  ride 
across  by  Guisando.  Meanwhile  a 
new  road  is  making,  which  will  confer 
a new  vitality  on  these  long  abandoned 
localities. 

Quitting  the  capital,  after  crossing 
the  Manzanares,  the  road  strikes  into 
a desert-like  country.  On  passing  the 
rivers  Guadarrama  and  Alberche,  we 
enter  Old  Castile  and  soon  reach  San 
Martin  de  Vuldeiglesias,  which,  being 
cool,  is  frequented  by  the  Madrilenians 
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in  summer.  The  Escorial  lies  to  the 
r.  distant  about  2 L. ; the  intervening 
farm  del  Guerijar,  produces  the  rich 
full-bodied  wine,  called  el  vino  tanto,  ! 
so  relished  by  the  holy  monks  of  the 
Escorial,  most  windows  of  which  used 
to  be  lined  with  portly  bottles  exposed 
to  the  mellowing  beams;  the  best  is 
made  at  Pelayos. 

In  the  Parroquia  at  Robledo  de  Cha-  j 
vela  was  a retablo  with  1 7 pictures  of 
the  life  of  the  Virgin,  by  Rincon,  the 
Mabuse  of  Spain,  court  painter  to 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella:  although  thus 
arrinconado,  or  buried  in  an  out-of-the- 
way  corner,  they  have  disappeared. 
On  reaching  the  Geronimite  convent 
of  Guisando,  observe  in  the  vineyard, 
now  belonging,  we  believe,  to  Nar- 
vaez, some  of  the  strange  animals  of 
granite  called  Toros  by  tauromachian 
Spaniards,  who  ought  to  have  known 
better  what  a bull  was  like  and  what 
he  was  not ; to  us  they  seemed  rather 
of  the  hippopotamus  or  rhinoceros 
breed.  These  sculptures  have  been 
injured  both  by  man  and  time,  and 
the  inscriptions  on  one  plinth  are  not 
coeval  with  the  animal.  Some  con- 
sider them  to  refer  to  victories  gained 
by  Caesar  over  the  sons  of  Pompey. 
Similar  Toros  were  once  very  nume- 
rous in  the  central  regions  of  Spain; 
thus  Gil  de  Avila,  writing  in  1598, 
enumerates  63  of  them,  while  Somor- 
rostro,  in  1820,  only  37,  so  rapidly 
are  these  unexplained  relies  of  anti- 
quity disappearing,  for  although  in- 
teresting as  our  Druidical  cromlechs, 
they  are  used  up  by  barbarians  to  mend 
roads  and  repair  pigsties.  Much  ink 
has  been  expended  in  discussing  their 
origin  and  object:  some  conteud  that 
they  were  set  up  by  Hercules,  *.  e.  the 
Phoenicians,  in  commemoration  of  the 
bull  Apis ; but  Tyre  never  would  have 
selected  an  Egyptian  symbol,  even 
supposing  that  her  merchants  ever 
penetrated  so  far  into  the  interior  of 
Spaiu,  which  they  did  not.  Others 
maintain  that  Hannibal  made  these 
landmarks  in  the  shape  of  his  elephants ; 
others,  and  perhaps  correctly,  hold 
them  to  be  the  rude  idols  of  the  abo- 
rigines, whose  god,  Nelon  or  Mars, 
was  the  sun  adored  at  Heliopolisunder 


the  form  of  a bull,  the  “ golden  calf” 
of  the  Israelites  (Macrob.  ‘Sat.’  i.  19, 
21).  All,  however,  is  mere  conjecture, 
whereat  in  derision  Cervantes  makes 
his  knight  of  the  wood  weigh  one  of 
these  Toros.  Consult  4 Ueclaracion 
del  Toro,'  Gil  de  Avila,  4ta,  Sala- 
manca, 1597:  4 Plane  artistico,’  Bo- 
sarte,  32;  4 Nuticias*  de  Florez,  133. 
It  was  at  Guisando,  Sept.  9,  1468, 
that  the  memorable  meeting  took  place 
between  Heuriqne  IV.  and  Isabella: 
then  the  impotent  king  declared  his 
sister  as  his  heir,  but  while  signing 
the  deed  with  one  hand,  he  plotted 
with  the  other  its  non-execution : see 
Prescott,  ‘Ferdinand  and  Isabella,’ 
ch.  iii. 

Turning  up  the  trout-stream  Al- 
berehe,  cross  over  to  Berraco , amid 
pine-clad  hills.  Observe  the  costume 
of  the  women.  Soon  the  road  outers 
the  rugged  districts  of  Avila;  and 
passing  over  the  Puerto,  the  pleasant 
vega  opens,  watered  by  the  Adaja,  with 
the  lines  of  walls  and  towers  of  the- 
imposing  mountain  city,  which  has  a 
fortified  feudal  look,  to  which  the 
colour  of  the  granite  material  contri- 
butes: inside,  the  streets  are  uarrow 
and  gloomy ; in  the  suburbs,  however, 
are  some  pleasant  alamedas.  The 
walls  are  nearly  two  miles  in  circum- 
ference ; they  once  had  88  towers,  and 
were  built  in  1090-98,  by  the  archi- 
tects Casandro  and  Florin  de  Pituenga, 
for  Don  Ramon,  son-in  law  of  Alonso 
VI.,  by  whom  Avila  was  repeopled. 
Put  up  at  the  Parador  de  las  Diligen- 
cias ; the  other  inns  are  indifferent,  la 
Mingoriana  on  the  Plaza,  and  la  del 
Empecinado  on  the  Rostro. 

Avila  is  the  capital  of  its  cold  moun- 
tainous province,  but  the  parameras  or 
plains  are  fertile,  and  many  sweet  val- 
leys are  enclosed  in  the  spurs  of  the 
hills,  and  watered  by  trout-streams. 
There  is  also  good  shooting  in  the 
montes  y dehesas.  The  peasantry  are 
very  poor,  and  much  land  remains  un- 
cultivated. The  laws  of  mortmain, 
and  manorial  and  feudal  rights,  have 
here  been  peculiarly  oppressive  (con- 
sult Minaiio,  i.  328,  and  4 Estadistica 
etc.  de  Avila,’  Bernardo  de  Borjas  y 
Tarrius,  Mad.,  1804;  and  for  the  city 
X 2 
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itself,  4 Historia  de  Avila,’  Gonzalez- 
de  Cordova,  Sal.  1519;  4 Grandezas 
de  Avila,’  Luis  Ariz,  fol.  Alcala  de 
Henares,  1607).  This  took  contains 
some  curious  pedigrees  ; indeed,  from 
the  number  of  knightly  families,  the 
town  was  entitled  Avila  de  los  Cabal- 
leros ; 1 El  Ilayo  de  la  Guerra,’  Gero. 
D’ Avila.  4to.  Valid.  1713.  Avila, 
say  the  Spaniards,  was  originally  called 
Alula,  after  the  mother  of  Hercules, 
by  whom  the  place  was  founded,  but 
the  word  in  Hebrew  signifies  “ fruit- 
ful.” The  city  is  the  see  of  a bishop 
suffragan  to  Santiago,  and  has  a uni- 
versity. Population,  under  5000 : dull 
and  decaying  place,  it  never  has  reco- 
vered the  French  occupation  of  Gen. 
Hugo. 

The  Gothic  cathedral  was  built  in 
1107,  by  Alvar  Garcia  de  Estrella: 
the  principal  entrance  is  enriched  with 
work  of  an  early  period.  First  exa- 
mine the  exterior  with  its  castellated 
machicolations,  half  church,  half  for- 
•tress;  a cross  marks  the  spot  where  the 
loyal  citizens  elevated  Alonso  VIII. 
for  their  king,  when  only  a child  of 
four  years  old,  and  hence  called  el 
Rey  Nino.  They  defended  him  against 
his  usurping  uncle,  Ferdinand  II.  of 
Leon,  who  wished  to  profit  by  the 
civil  feuds  between  the  Laras  and  de 
Castros,  the  former  having  taken 
offence  at  the  child’s  father,  who  died 
in  1158,  having  appointed  their  rivals 
as  his  guardians.  Avila  defended 
Alonso  until  he  was  eleven  years  old, 
and  hence  received  the  title  of  Avila 
del  Rey,  and  for  armorial  bearings  a 
tower  with  the  royal  figure  at  the  win- 
dow. If  the  loyal  townsfolk  could 
uphold,  so  they  could  degrade  their 
sovereigns:  here,  June  5,  1465,  the 
effigy  of  the  weak  Henrique  IV.  was 
placed  on  a throne,  clad  in  royal 
robes ; sceptre,  crown,  and  other  at- 
tributes were  then  taken  away  one 
hy  one  by  the  grandees,  headed  by 
Alonso  Carrillo,  archbishop  of  To- 
ledo, and  the  denuded  statue  was 
kicked  off  the  throne,  and  his  brother 
Alonso  proclaimed  in  his  6tead : 
see  Prescott, 4 Ferdinand  and  Isabella,’ 
chr.  iii. 

The  interior  of  the  cathedral  is 


simple.  Observe  the  circular  absis 
behind  the  high  altar.  The  retablo  is 
of  the  time  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella : 
the  pictures  are  by  Santos  Cruz,  Pedro 
Herruguete,  and  Juan  de  Borgona; 
painted  in  1508,  they  are  among  the 
oldest  specimens  in  Spain.  The  tran- 
sept was  finished  in  1350,  by  Bishop 
Sancho  de  Avila  ; the  painted  glass  is 
very  fine  ; much  of  it  was  executed  in 
1498,  by  Juan  de  Santillana.  Observe 
the  St.  John  the  Baptist,  the  Santas 
Inez,  Cristina,  and  Cecilia,  and  those 
iu  the  Capilla  del  Cardenal ; the  latter 
windows  were  painted  in  1 520  by  Al- 
berto de  Hollands.  The  silleria  del 
coro  was  carved  in  1536-47  by  Corne- 
lls, with  an  infinity  of  saints  and  small 
figures.  The  backs  are  inlaid  with  a 
dark  wood  called  texo,  which  grows 
on  the  neighbouring  hills  of  Las  Na- 
vas. In  the  trascoro  remark,  among 
some  fine  reliefs,  an  Adoration  of  the 
Kings,  a Flight  into  Egypt,  a San 
Joaquin  and  Santa  Ana.  Observe 
particularly  the  tomb  of  the  learned 
Alfonso  Tostado  de  Madrigal,  bishop 
of  Avila  in  1449,  and  hence  called 
el  Abulense.  Clad  in  pontificalibus, 
he  is  in  the  act  of  writing,  which  was 
the  joy  and  business  of  his  life : obiit 
1455,  aged  55.  He  was  the  Solomon 
of  his  age,  or,  as  his  epitaph  has  it, 
44  Hie  stupor  est  mundi,  qui  scibile 
discutit  omne.”  He  44  wrote  for  certain 
three  sheets  per  day,  every  day  of  his 
life,  and  so  enlightened  were  his  doc- 
trines, that  they  caused  the  blind  to  see.” 
Ponz  ( Viage,  xii.  306)  calculates  that 
his  pen  covered  60,225  pages  ; his  name 
is  equivalent  to  voluminous  (Don 
Quixote  ii.  3);  he  was  a polemical  pe- 
dant, who  never  reconciled  divinity 
with  wit,  and  his  books,  undeniable, 
unmitigated  prose,  are  now  food,  or 
rather  poison  for  worms.  For  his  bio- 
graphy, consult  his  Life  by  Gil  de 
Avila,  4to.,  Salamanca,  1611.  Look 
also  at  the  ancient  retablos  in  the  chapel 
of  San  Antolin  : that  of  San  Segundo,  a 
tutelar  of  Avila,  and  attached  to  the  ca- 
thedral, was  built  in  1595  by  Francisco 
de  Mora,  one  of  Herrera’s  best  pupils ; 
the  fine  stone  came  from  the  quarries 
of  Cardenosa.  The  cloisters  are  sim- 
ple, but  deserve  notice.  In  the  town 


Old  Castile,  route  100. — avila — santa  tebesa. 


461 


the  church  of  San  Salvador  is  of  the 
same  period  as  the  cathedral. 

The  great  glory  of  Avila  is  Nuestra 
Serajica  Madre  Santa  Teresa  de  Jesus  : 
bom  here,  March  28,  1515,  of  noble 
parents,  Alonso  de  Cepeda,  and  Beatriz 
de  Ahumada,  when  only  seven  years 
old,  she  longed  to  go  to  Africa  to  be 
martyrized  by  the  Moors : at  twenty 
she  took  the  veil,  and  soon  after  was 
carried  up  into  heaven,  and  was  shown 
the  plan  of  reformed  nunneries,  which 
on  her  return  to  earth  she  carried  out, 
founding  herself  seventeen  convents  of 
barefooted  Carmelites.  She  became 
the  “spouse  of  the  Saviour,”  and  took 
his  name  : she  is  a great  favourite  with 
Spanish  artists,  who  generally  repre- 
sent her  as  dying  away  while  an  angel 
touches  her  heart  with  a fire-tipped 
arrow.  The  27th  of  August  is  kept 
all  over  the  Peninsula  as  the  holy  day 
sacred  to  this  mystery,  which  is  called 
La  transverberacion  del  corazon  de 
Santa  Teresa  de  Jesus.  Spanish  monks, 
however,  were  quite  as  combustible; 
thus  San  Luis  de  Gonzaga  is  always 
painted  so  inflamed  with  love,  that  fire 
issues  from  his  breast.  Teresa  is  at  other 
times  drawn  “ writing  at  a table,  while 
a dove  at  her  ear  whispers  ‘ Newres 
from  her  spouse.’  ” The  best  edition 
of  her  revelations  is  that  of  Madrid, 

1 793,  ‘ Obras  y Cartas,’  6 vols.  4to. 
Philip  11.  collected  her  manuscripts, 
like  Sibylline  books,  which  are  pre- 
served in  the  Escoriai,  and  were  shown 
by  the  monks  as  gems.  For  details  of 
her  compositions,  see  Antonio  (Bib. 
Nov.  ii.  295):  she  in  truth  was  a tool 
of  the  Jesuits,  and  especially  of  Fran- 
cisco de  Borja,  while  her  writings 
were  edited  by  two  Dominicans  named 
Ibanez  and  Garcia;  compare  Jer.  v. 
31;  Isaiah  vii.  19  ; Acts  xvi.  16. 

Santa  Teresa  died  at  Avila  Oct.  4, 
1582,  10,000  martyrs  assisting  at  her 
bedside,  and  the  Saviour  coming  down 
in  person  to  convey  his  bride  to  heaven. 
See  for  details  Ribadeneyra  (iii.  252). 
Consult  also  the  work  of  Diego  de 
Yepes,  Mad.  1599;  the  4to.  of  Fran- 
cisco de  Ribera  (her  confessor).  Mad. 
1602  ; the  poem  in  8vo.  by  Pablo  Ver- 
dugo.  Mad.  1615,  and  la  Amazuna 
Christiana,  Bartolome  de  Segovia,  8vo. 


Mad.  1619;  and  her  life  by  Miguel 
Bautista  de  Lanuza,  folio,  Zaragoza, 
1657. 

Santa  Teresa  was  declared  by  Philip 
III.  to  be  the  patroness  of  Spain,  and 
was  canonized  March  12,  1622,  by 
Gregory  XV.;  accordingly  the  Cadiz 
Cortes,  having  refused  command  to  the 
Duke,  appointed  her  Generalisimu  of 
the  Spanish  armies.  She  is  buried  in 
San  Jose,  which  she  founded  herself, 
now  destined  for  a parish  church. 
Visit  the  nunnery  : her  statue  sanctifies 
the  portal.  The  chapel  is  or  was  much 
frequented  by  pilgrims.  The  nuns 
never  presume  to  sit  on  the  seats  in  the 
Coro,  but  only  on  the  steps,  because  the 
former  were  occupied  by  angels  when- 
ever Santa  Teresa  attended  mass ; and 
the  carving,  at  all  events,  is  worthy  of 
such  occupants.  The  nuns  show,  be- 
sides the  tomb,  many  relics  of  their 
founder.  Among  other  tombs  observe 
that  of  her  brother,  Lorenzo  de  Cepeda, 
obiit  1580;  and  a kneeling  prelate, 
Alvaro  de  Mendoza,  obiit  1586:  also 
two  superb  sepulchres  under  niches, 
with  Corinthian  pilasters,  and  kneeling 
statues  by  Francisco  Velazquez,  1630. 
The  trees  of  La  Encarnacion  are  said 
to  have  been  planted  by  Santa  Teresa. 

The  finest  monument  in  Avila  is 
that  in  the  Dominican  convent  erected 
to  Prince  Juan,  only  son  of  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  who  died  at  Salamanca 
in  1497,  aged  only  1 9 ; possibly  it  may 
be  now  moved  to  the  cathedral,  which 
was  contemplated.  He  was  a prince  of 
infinite  promise,  and  his  loss  entailed 
the  ruin  of  Spain,  which  his  parents 
had  raised  to  its  really  greatest  posi- 
tion. The  crown  passed  to  the  fo- 
reigner, for  Charles  V.,  a Fleming  by 
birth,  was  an  Austrian  in  heart,  and 
wasted  on  German  politics  the  blood 
and  gold  of  Spain.  This  beautiful 
tomb,  the  masterpiece  of  Micer  Do- 
menico, of  Florence,  was  raised  by 
the  prince’s  treasurer,  Juan  Velazquez, 
who  added  a short  but  pathetic  epitaph. 

It  is  placed  under  an  elliptical  arch, 
and  resembles  the  exquisite  royal  se- 
pulchres at  Granada.  In  the  Capilla 
de  San  Luis  Beltran  is  another  fine 
monument  to  Juan  Davila  and  Juana 
Velazquez,  attendants  on  the  prince. 
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The  Silleria  del  Coro  is  most  elaborate.  1 
Some  have  attributed  the  paintings 
in  the  retablo  to  Fernando  Gallegos. 
How  long  all  these  will  remain  is  un- 
certain, the  building  having  been  sold 
to  a gentleman  named  Bacbiller,  for- 
tunately a lover  of  fine  art.  The  tomb 
was  reserved  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  cathedral ; but  from  the 
usual  want  of  funds,  nothing  has  yet 
been  done  (1847). 

Next  visit  San  Vicente,  an  extra- 
mural church,  built  in  1313,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  inscription,  by  a con- 
verted Jew,  who  is  buried  here. 
Observe  the  enriched  principal  and 
lateral  entrances.  This  St.  Vincent, 
like  his  namesake  of  the  Cape,  was 
martyrized  by  Dacian ; born  at  Evora 
or  Talavera,  when  brought  before  an 
image  of  Jupiter,  he  stamped  upon  the 
altar,  which  instantly  received  the 
impressions  of  his  feet.  He  was  exe- 
cuted, Oct.  27,  303,  and  his  body  cast 
to  the  dogs,  hut  a serpent  watched  over 
it,  which  flew  at  a mocking  Jew — a 
notion  taken  from  the  draco  which 
guarded  the  tomb  of  Scipio  Africanus 
( Pliny,  ‘ N.  H.’  xvi.  44) — who  in  his 
fright  vowed,  if  he  escaped,  to  build 
and  endow  a church,  which  he  did. 
(See  Ribad.  iii.  308 ; Morales,  ‘ Cor. 
Gen.’  x.  362 ; and  Ariz.  30.)  The 
hole  out  of  which  the  snake  came,  el 
Bujo  (improperly  called  el  Herrojo  de 
San  Vicente ),  was  one  of  the  three  sites 
of  adjuration.  (Compare  Santa  Gadea 
of  Burgos,  and  San  Isidoro  of  Leon.) 
The  prelate  who  succeeded  Tostado, 
one  Martin  Vilches,  wishing  about  the 
year  1458  to  ascertain  whether  the 
saint’s  body  was  really  below  the 
stone,  put  his  arm  into  the  hole,  and 
drew  it  out  quickly,  bitten  and  bleed- 
ing, and  then  raised  the  present  tomb, 
to  which  many  devotees  contributed, 
whose  arms  are  thereon.  After  that 
all  who  wished  to  make  a solemn  ad- 
juration, put  their  fingers  into  the  hole, 
as  the  populace  at  Rome  does  into  that 
of  the  Bocca  de  la  Verita,  until  the 
ceremony  was  prohibited  by  Isabella. 

The  artist  and  architect  will  find 
much  to  study  in  Avila.  Among  the 
ancient  mansions,  observe  those  of  the 
Cot  ides  de  Polentinos,  with  an  enriched 


portal  of  armed  men,  and  an  elegant 
but  dilapidated  patio ; the  Casa  de 
Colmenares,  and  the  noble  courtyard  in 
the  house  of  the  Marques  de  Velada. 
In  Avila  are  some  of  the  Toros  of  the 
Guisaudo  breed.  For  communications 
with  Salamanca,  see  R.  68. 

ROUTE  101. — AVILA  TO  THE  ES CORIAL 
AND  SEGOVIA. 


I 'mica 

2* 

Las  Navas  del  Marques  . 

3 . 

»* 

Al  Escorial 

3 . 

8* 

Gnadarrama  .... 

2 . 

10* 

Venta  de  Cercedilla  . 

2 . 

12* 

Castrejones  .... 

2 . 

14* 

San  Ildefonso  .... 

2 . 

1C* 

Segovia  •••••• 

2 . 

IS* 

This  rough  mountain  ride  is  often 
snowed  up  from  November  to  April. 
The  hilly  crest  overlooks  the  parame- 
ras  of  Avila,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Alberche,  with  the  dreary  environs  of 
Madrid  sweeping  to  the  horizon.  In 
the  cold  elevations  near  Las  Navas 
grows  the  texo,  amantes  frigora  taxi, 
whose  dark  wood  resembles  maho- 
gany. The  cream,  or  curds,  la  Nata, 
is  celebrated  at  Madrid,  but  would  not 
do  in  Devonshire.  Nata,  in  Arabic, 
signifies  “ whatever  rises  to  the  top 
Manteca,  butter,  is  also  Arabic,  the 
“ pith  or  marrow.”  Las  Navas  con- 
tains 3000  inhabitants;  it  lies  in  a 
damp  hollow,  fenced  in  by  mountains, 
and  was  much  injured  by  a storm, 
September,  1846.  After  crossing  a tri- 
butary of  the  Alberche,  and  ascending 
a spur  of  the  Sierra,  the  vasty  grey 
Escorial  looms  in  view. 


ROUTE  102. — MADRID  TO  THE  ESC'O- 
BIAI.  AND  SEGOVIA. 


A las  Rosas  . . 

, 3 

Puente  del  Retamar  . 

. « . 

. 5 

GaTapagar  .... 

. i*  . 

. 6* 

Al  Escorial 

. 2 . 

. 8* 

Segovia  

. 8 . 

. 1C* 

There  is  a diligence ; the  office  is  at 
26,  Calle  de  Alcala.  The  road  is  un- 
necessarily magnificent ; but  no  ex- 
pense was  grudged  on  this  Camino 
real,  to  the  game  covers  and  convent 
of  the  king,  whether  monk,  game- 
keeper,  or  both,  as  the  Austrians  and 
Bourbons  mostly  were.  Leaving  Ma- 
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drid  by  the  planted  banks  of  the  Man- 
zanares,  pleasant  when  there  is  any 
water  in  the  river,  to  the  r.  is  Moncloa 
(see  p.  457).  On  passing  the  Plaza  de 
Hierro,  the  toll-house,  and  huge  bridge, 
San  Fernando,  with  its  heavy  statues, 
soon  the  desert  environs  of  Madrid  are 
entered.  The  contrast  of  leaving  a 
crowded  city  increases  the  forlorn  lone- 
liness and  dilapidation. 

The  whole  route  continues  barren, 
desolate,  and  without  grandeur;  the 
soil  is  poor,  and  the  boor  who  scratches 
it  is  almost  a savage : yet  this  wilder- 
ness, which  disfigures  Madrid,  forms 
no  bad  approach  to  the  gloomy  pile, 
which,  at  the  fifth  L.,  is  seen  in  dreary 
solitary  state  under  the  jagged,  sullen 
Sierra,  looming  so  large,  that  it  is 
not  lost  even  among  the  mountains. 
The  E.  end  of  the  chapel,  and  the  pro- 
jecting handle  of  the  gridiron,  mar 
the  elevation ; but  as  a whole  it  rises 
grandly  from  the  gardens  and  terraces, 
embosomed  in  plantations, which  fringe 
the  edge  of  the  desert,  that  extends  all 
around  from  roseless  Las  Rosas,  where 
the  road  branches  off  to  Guadarrama, 
and  next  to  Galapagar,  where  the 
bodies  of  royalty  rest  the  first  night 
when  on  their  way  to  their  last  home. 
Here  and  there  long  lines  of  walls  en- 
close the  now  deserted  dwarf  covers  of 
el  Pardo  and  la  Zarzuela,  and  other 
preserves  of  theriomaniac  royalty.  On 
passing  a boulder  granite  stone,  a cross 
indicates  the  former  dominion  of  the 
cowl ; hence,  through  poplars  and  pol- 
larded elms,  the  road  ascends  to  the 
wind-blown  hamlet,  which  looks  paltry 
when  compared  to  the  single  edifice, 
whose  size  is  increased  by  the  insig- 
nificance of  so  many  smaller  buildings. 
The  Escorial  is  placed  by  some  geo- 
graphers in  Old  Castile,  but  the  divi- 
sion of  the  provinces  is  carried  on  the 
crest  of  the  Sierra,  which  rises  behind 
it 

The  best  inn  is  that  of  Calisto  Bour- 
gillos,  who  formerly  kept  the  Posada 
de  los  Milaneses,  which  has  recently 
been  divided  into  two  hotels — los  Mi- 
laneses and  la  Fizcaina.  The  best  guide 
is  Cornelio,  a blind  man  who  leads  the 
blind,  but  he  sees  clearly  with  his 
“ mind’s  eye,”  knows  every  corner, 


and  particularly  points  out  the  finest 
views.  The  Escorial  is  now  a shadow 
of  the  past,  for  the  shell  has  lost  its 
living  monks,  and  those  revenues 
whereby  they  lived.  The  enormous 
pile,  exposed  to  the  hurricane  and 
mountain  snows,  was  only  to  be  kept 
in  repair  at  a great  outlay.  In  the 
five  years  after  the  sequestrations  of 
convents  more  injury  ensued  than 
during  the  preceding  two  centuries. 
The  rains  penetrated  through  the  da- 
maged roof,  and  damp,  sad  destroyer, 
crept  into  the  untenanted  chambers. 
The  eighth  marvel  of  the  world,  which 
cost  millions,  was  perishing  for  the 
sake  of  a few  hundreds,  until  Arguelles, 
in  1842,  destined  a pittance  out  of  the 
queen’s  privy  purse,  and  stayed  the  im- 
mediate ruin,  which  outlays  have  been 
continued.  The  convent  was  stripped 
of  its  gold  by  the  invaders;  and  in 
July,  1837,  when  the  Carlists,  under 
Zariategui,  advanced  on  Segovia,  a 
hundred  of  the  best  pictures  were  re- 
moved to  Madrid.  For  the  Escorial 
as  it  was,  consult  the  excellent  ‘ His- 
toria  de  la  Orden  de  San  Geronymo,’ 
Jose  de  Siguenza,  fol.  4 vols.  Mad. 
1600-5,  its  first  prior,  and  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  its  building  ; ‘ Further  Ob- 
servations, See.,’  James  Wadsworth. 
London,  1630:  ‘ Descripcion  . . . del 

Escorial,’  Francisco  de  los  Santos, 
fol.  Mad.  1657;  of  this  there  is  a 
meagre  translation  in  4to.  London, 
1671,  by  a servant  of  Lord  Sandwich  : 

* Le  reali  grandezze  del  Escuriale,’ 
llario  Mazzorali  de  Cremona,  4to., 
Bologna,  1648:  ‘ Descripcion ,’  &c., 
Andres  Ximenez,  fol.  Mad.  1764. 
These  describe  its  splendid  condition 
before  the  French  invasion.  The  best 
subsequent  guide  is ' the  ‘ Descripcion 
Artistica,’  Damian  Bermejo,  duo.  Mad. 

1 820,  which  is  to  be  had  in  the  village. 
There  is  a set  of  accurate  views  by- 
Tomas  Lope  Enguidanos,  sold  at  the 
Madrid  Imprenta  real.  Herrera  pub- 
lished himself  a list  of  his  original 
plans  and  elevations,  Sumario  de  los 
Disenos,’  duo.  Mad.  1589. 

The  correct  title  of  the  edifice  is  El 
real  sitio  de  San  Lorenzo  el  real  del 
Escorial.  The  latter  name  is  derived 
by  some  from  Escorice,  the  dross  of 
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mines,  which  do  not  exist  here.  Casiri 
(Bib.  Arab.  Es.,  i.  20;  ii.  61)  reads  in 
the  name  the  Arabic  “ a place  of 
rocks others  prefer  “ Aisculetum,”  a 
place  of  scrub  oaks,  Quercus  Quejigo, 
which  are  the  weed  of  the  locality. 
The  edifice  is  a combined  palace,  con- 
vent, and  tomb,  and  for  these  purposes 
was  it  reared  by  Philip  1 1.,  el  pruaente, 
who  is  called  by  the  monks  “ the  holy 
founder,”  and  by  other  el  Escorialense. 
His  ostensible  object  was  to  carry  out 
the  will  of  his  father  in  constructing 
a royal  burial-place,  and  to  fulfil  a 
panic-inspired  vow  made  during  the 
battle  of  St.  Quentin,  when  he  implored 
the  aid  of  San  Lorenzo,  on  whose  day 
(August  10,  1557)  it  was  fought.  This 
saint  was  a native  of  Huesca  in  Ara- 
gon, and  was  put  to  death  on  a grid- 
iron by  Valentianus,  August  10,  261. 
There  is  a curious  detail  in  Prudentius 
(Peristeph.  ii.). 

The  victory  now  claimed  by  the 
Spaniards  for  themselves  alone  was  won 
by  a foreign  commander,  by  Philibert 
of  Savoy,  ably  seconded  by  D’Eginont, 
with  Flemish  infantry  and  German 
cavalry,  and  better  still  by  8000  Eng- 
lish, under  Lord  Pembroke.  The 
French  were  completely  routed,  and 
lost  3000  men,  4000  prisoners,  colours, 
baggage,  and  artillery.  Had  Philip 
II.  pressed  on  he  might  have  captured 
Paris  as  easily  as  the  Duke  did  after 
Waterloo  ;*  but  he  wanted  means  of 
moving,  like  Castanos,  and  like  him 
(see  Bailen)  was  not  even  on  the  field 
of  his  victory.  He  passed  his  time 
between  two  confessors,  vowing  con- 
vents, and  swearing,  if  once  safe,  never 
to  conquer  twice.  And  this  colossal 
pile  is  proportionate  to  his  piety  and 
fears,  for  ‘ celui  qui  faisait  un  si  grand 
voeu,’  said  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  * doit 
avoir  eu  grand  peur;’  and,  in  truth,  it 
is  the  only  benefit  which  Spain  derived 
from  that  important  victory.  Philip, 
tired  of  war’s  alarms,  reposed  under 
his  borrowed  laurels,  and  took  to  build- 
ing, for  which  he  was  really  fitted, 

* According  to  De  Thoti  (xix.),  tile  real  ob- 
stacle was  the  w ithdrawal  of  the  English  troops 
in  disgust  at  the  arrogance  and  bsd  faith  of  the 
Spaniards.  '1710  moment  they  retired  victory 
departed  writh  them  (compare  Navarrete). 


being  a man  of  taste  and  a true  patron 
of  artists. 

The  first  stone  was  laid  April  23, 
1 563,  by  J uan  Bautista  de  T oledo,  whose 
great  pupil,  Juan  de  Herrera,  finished 
the  pile  Sept.  13,  1584;  yet  now.  in 
the  seventh  edition  of  the  ‘ Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica’  (iii.  427),  it  is 
gravely  asserted,  “ that  the  Spaniards, 
less  patriotic  than  the  French,  have, 
for  their  greatest  works,  employed  the 
architects  of  France  and  Italy;  so  that 
of  course  the  country  can  boast  of  no 
peculiarity  of  style  redounding  to  its 
own  credit ; the  palace  of  the  Escurial 
being  by  a French  architect,  and 
abounding  with  deformities  of  the 
French  and  Italian  schools,  cannot  be 
' cited  in  favour  of  Spain.”  This  mis- 
take arose  from  the  audacious  assertion 
of  a common  French  mason,  one  Louis 
Foix,  who  having  carried  a hod  there, 
said,  on  his  return  to  France,  that  he 
had  “ built  the  Escorial.”  This,  pos- 
sibly a joke,  was  believed  by  Colmenar, 
Moreri,  and  Voltaire,  for  what  will  not 
vanity  gulp  down  or  dishonesty  mis- 
take ; thus  la  Tour  de  Corduan,  a 
pepper-box-domed  lighthouse,  raised 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Gironde  in  161 1, 
is  ascribed  to  this  Foix,  “ an  architect 
of  the  Escorial.” 

On  the  same  13th  of  Sept.,  1598,  did 
Philip  II.  die  here,  having  lived  in  his 
vast  convent  14  years,  half-king,  half- 
monk, and  boasting  that  from  the  foot 
of  a mountain  he  governed  half  the 
world,- old  and  new,  with  two  inches  of 
paper.  The  holy  founder  is  compared 
to  Solomon,  who  reared  the  temple, 
which  was  not  permitted  to  men  of 
blood,  like  David  and  Charles  V. 

The  edifice  disappoints  at  first  sight ; 
for  it  has  nothing  in  form  or  colour 
which  is  either  royal,  religious,  or  an- 
cient. The  clean  granite,  blue  slates, 
and  leaden  roofs,  look  new,  as  if  built 
yesterday  for  an  overgrown  barrack  or 
manufactory.  The  multitude  of  bald 
windows  (they  say  that  there  are 
11,000,  in  compliment  to  the  Cologne 
Virgins),  the  green  shutters  and 
chickets  are  offensive  ; the  windows  of 
the  entresols  look  like  portholes,  and, 
from  the  thickness  of  the  walls,  they 
might  be  made  real  embrazures  for 
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cannon.  The  windows  are  too  small, 
but  had  they  been  planned  in  propor- 
tion to  the  facades,  the  rooms  lighted 
by  them  would  have  been  too  lofty, 
and  thus  external  appearance  was  sacri- 
ficed for  internal  accommodation : now 
they  are  spots  which  cut  up  breadth 
and  interfere  with  the  sentiment  of 
solidity.  Bigoted,  indeed,  was  Philip 
when  he  could  sacrifice  an  opportunity 
of  building  a perfect  palace,  to  an  idle 
legend  of  a gridiron ; and  poor  Her- 
rera, forced  to  lower  his  genius  to  a 
plan  worthy  of  the  Beefsteak  Club  or 
Cobbett’s  register,  was  indeed  the  real 
martyr.  The  redeeming  qualities  are 
size,  simplicity,  and  situation.  It  stands 
about  2700  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  and  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
mountain  oat  of  which  it  has  been 
constructed : it  is  so  large  that  it 
looks,  not  a wart  upon  Olympus,  but 
grand,  even  amid  the  mighty  buttresses 
of  nature,  which  form  an  appropriate 
frame  to  the  severe  picture.  The  ashy 
pile  looms  like  the  palace  of  Death, 
who  hence  sends  forth  his  blasts  of 
consumption,  which  descend  from  these 
peeled  Sierras  to  sweep  human  and 
vegetable  life  from  the  desert  of  Ma- 
drid. Cold  as  the  grey  eye  and  granite 
heart  of  its  founder,  this  monument  of 
fear  and  superstition  would  have  been 
out  of  keeping,  amid  the  flowers  and 
sunshine  of  a happy  valley. 

The  edifice  is  a rectangular  parallelo- 
gram, measuring  744  feet  from  N.  to 
S.,  and  580  from  E.  to  W.,  but  let  us 
not  measure  it,  for  the  sentiment  of 
vastness  is  independent  of  actual  size ; 
it  is  chiefly  built  in  the  Doric  order. 
The  interior  is  divided  into  courts, 
which  represent  the  intersections  of  the 
bars  of  a gridiron,  while  the  handle 
forms  the  royal  residence ; the  feet  are 
supplied  by  the  four  towers  at  the 
corners.  The  N.  and  W.  sides,  which 
front  the  village  and  mountains,  have 
a fine  paved  Lonja  or  platform  : to  the 
E.  and  S.  terraces  look  over  formal 
hanging  gardens  and  fishponds.  The 
slopes  below  are  well  planted,  espe- 
cially la  Herreria  and  la  Fresneda: 
the  elms,  according  to  Evelyu,  were 
brought  by  Philip  II.  from  England. 
The  W.  or  grand  fa9ade  faces  the 


Sierra,  for  the  convent  turns  its  back 
on  Madrid.  On  the  north  Lonja  is  a 
subterraneous  gallery  180  ft.  long,  10 
high,  and  7 broad,  tunnelled  in  1770 
by  the  monk  Pontones,  in  order  to 
afford  a communication  during  the 
winter  hurricanes,  which  the  guides 
say  once  hoisted  an  ambassador,  coach 
and  all,  into  the  air,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  petticoats  of  monks  and  women 
blown  up  like  balloons,  and  lords  of 
the  bedchamber  by  the  score  whirled 
round  and  round  like  dead  leaves.  The 
convent,  on  account  of  the  winds,  is 
not  placed  according  “ to  the  cardinal 
points their  violence  is  disarmed 
by  its  being  set  a little  out  of  the 
square.  The  guides  know  by  rote  all 
the  proportions.  They  repeat  that  the 
square  of  the  building  covers  3002 
feet ; that  in  the  centre  is  the  chapel, 
surmounted  by  a dome ; that  there  are 
63  fountains,  12  cloisters,  80  staircases, 
16  court-yards,  and  3000  feet  of  painted 
fresco.  It  was  at  once  a temple,  a 
palace,  a treasury,  a tomb  house,  and  a 
museum ; “ exceeding  magnifical,  of 
fame  and  glory  throughout  all  coun- 
tries.” But  in  December,  1808,  the 
French,  under  La  Houssaye,  arrived 
and  sacked  a pile  which  recorded  their 
former  defeat  at  St.  Quintin.  See  the 
deplorable  details  in  Minano  (iii.  S81). 
The  Escorial  never  recovered  this, 
which  he  justly  terms  “ the  ferocious 
vandalism  of  an  accursed  warfare 
leagued  with  plundering  avarice.” 
Ferdinand  VII , however,  did  what  he 
could  to  repair  his  birthplace,  and  hence 
has  been  called  the  second,  founder. 

The  porteria  or  porter’s  hall,  is  on 
the  N.  faqade,  but  it  is  seldom  used ; 
you  proceed  therefore  to  the  W.,  and 
either  enter  by  a wicket  door  in  the 
large  valve,  or  by  a smaller  door  of 
the  kitchen,  over  which  a San  Lorenzo, 
15  feet  high,  is  placed,  and  at  the  sides 
two  jaw-bones  of  a whale,  caught  off 
Valencia  in  1574.  The  grand  central 
Doric  and  Ionic  portal  is  never  opened, 
save  to  admit  royalty,  either  alive  or 
dead.  The  first  patio  is  called  de  los 
Reyes,  from  the  statues  of  “ the  Kings  ” 
of  Judah,  connected  with  the  Temple 
of  Jerusalem.  They  are  17  feet  high, 
and  were  all  cut  by  Juan  Bautista 
x 3 
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Monegro,  out  of  one  granite  block,  of 
which  enough  still  remains  to  make 
up  the  dozen.  The  hands  and  heads 
are  of  marble,  the  crowns  of  gilt 
bronze,  but  the  figures  are  lanky  and 
without  merit ; the  least  bad  is  that  of 
Solomon.  The  court  is  320  feet  deep 
by  230  wide,  and  is  too  crowded,  being 
all  roof,  with  no  less  than  275  win- 
dows: again,  the  pediment  over  the 
entrance  into  the  church  is  too  high 
and  heavy.  This  court  was  the  last 
finished.  On  the  south  side  is  the 
library,  and  opposite  the  students’  col- 
lege. Hence  by  a dark  passage  to  the 
grand  chapel,  el  Templo,  which  was 
begun  in  1563  and  completed  in  1586  : 
observe  the  admirable  construction  of 
the  flat  roof,  over  which  is  the  quire  or 
corn  alto , which,  from  not  being  in  the 
body  of  the  church,  does  not  cut  up  its 
size  nor  conceal  its  grandeur.  The  in- 
terior of  the  chapel,  as  seen  from  under 
this  sombre  grotto-like  arch,  is  the 
triumph  of  architecture : it  takes  away 
the  breath  of  the  beholder  from  its 
majestic  simplicity.  All  is  quiet,  so- 
lemn, and  unadorned  ; no  tinsel  statues 
or  tawdry  gildings  mar  the  perfect 
proportion  of  the  chaste  Christian 
temple  ; the  religious  sentiment  per- 
vades the  whole  of  this  house  of  God ; 
everything  mean  and  trivial  is  for- 
gotten. An  awe,  der  schauer  des  er- 
haben,  creeps  over  mortal  man,  who 
feels  that  the  Holy  of  Holies  over- 
shadows him. 

The  chapel  has  3 naves,  320  ft 
long,  230  wide,  and  320  high  to  the 
top  of  the  cupola,  but  the  secret  of  its 
grandeur  is  in  the  conception  and  pro- 
portion. The  black  and  white  pavement 
is  serious  and  decorous.  Eight  of  the 
compartments  of  the  vaulted  roof  are 
all  painted  in  unsatisfactory  fresco 
(blue  predominating),  by  Luca  Giorda- 
no. The  Retablo  of  the  high  alfar  is 
superb,  and  is  ascended  to  by  a flight 
of  red--veined  steps.  The  screeD,  93  ft. 
high  by  43  wide,  employed  the  artist, 
Giacomo  Trezzo,  of  Milan,  7 years,  and 
it  is  composed  of  the  4 orders.  The 
dividing  columns  are  jasper,  with 
bronze  gilt  bases  and  capitals,  and  the 
roof  is  painted  in  poor  fresco  by  Luca 
Cangiagi.  The  pictures  in  the  Ketublo, 


of  the  Adoration  and  Nativity,  by  Pe- 
legriuo  Tibaldi,  are  very-  cold ; while 
his  San  Lorenzo  puts  out  the  gridiron 
fire  from  sheer  rawness.  Again  the 
martyr  is  so  gigantic  that  he  might 
have  routed  the  disproportionate  Ro- 
mans as  easily  as  Capt.  Gulliver  did 
the  Lilliputians.  The  Saviour  at  the 
Column  and  bearing  the  Cross,  and  the 
Assumption  of  the  Virgin,  are  by  Fran- 
cesco Zuccaro.  The  bronze  medal- 
lions, the  holy  rood,  and  1 5 gilt  statues, 
are  by  Pompeio  Leoni  and  his  son.  A 
wooden  tabernacle  replaces  that  of  a 
splendid  gilt  bronze,  6 ft.  high,  which 
was  designed  by  Herrera,  and  executed 
by  Trezzo,*  and  was  one  of  the  finest 
works  of  art  in  Spain,  or  indeed  in  the 
world  ; the  older  writers  talk  of  it  as  a 
“specimen  of  the  altar  ornaments  of 
heaven.”  This  glorious  work  of  art, 
which  took  so  many  years  to  be  made, 
was  destroyed  in  five  minutes,  by  the 
long-bearded  pioneers  of  La  Houssaye, 
who  broke  it,  thinking  that  it  was 
silver  gilt,  and  being  disappointed,  cast 
it  away  as  Nehustan,  or  worthless  brass, 
not  that  he  was  a Hezekiah. 

On  each  side  of  the  high  altar  are 
low  chambers  or  oratories  of  black  and 
sombre  marble  for  the  royal  family, 
while  above  are  placed  bronze-gilt  and 
painted  effigies,  who  kneel  in  lugubri- 
ous pomp  before  the  king  of  kings. 
Al  lado  del  Evanr/elio,  is  Charles  V., 
his  wife  Isabel,  his  daughter  Maria, 
and  his  sisters  Eleonora  and  Maria. 
The  epitaph  challenges  future  kings  to 
outdo  him,  and  until  then  to  cede  the 
post  of  honour.  Opposite  kneel  Philip 
II.,  Anna  his  fourth  wife,  mother  of 
Philip  III.;  Isabel  his  third  wife,  and 
Maria  his  first,  at  whose  side  is  her  son 
Don  Carlos.  These  statues  are  por- 
traits, and  the  costume  and  heraldic 
decorations  are  very  remarkable.  Phi- 
lip II.  died  in  a small  chamber  near 
the  oratory,  below  his  figure.  The 
minor  altars  are  more  than  40  in  num- 
ber ; some  of  them,  and  the  piers,  are 
decorated  with  magnificent  pictures  by 
Juan  Fernandez  Navarrete  el  Mudo, 
the  Dumb,  but  who  spoke  by  his  pencil 

* In  1578  he  struck  a fine  medal  of  Herrera, 
and  in  1588  another  of  Zuecaro,  with  this  re- 
tablo for  the  reverse. 
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with  the  bravura  of  Rubens,  without 
his  coarseness,  and  with  a richness  of 
colour  often  rivalling  even  Titian,  but 
the  light  here  is  bad.  The  pictures 
represent  full-length  figures  of  saints 
and  apostles,  and  among  the  finest  are 
San  Felipe  and  Santiago:  observe  the 
way  the  drapery  is  painted.  San  Juan 
and  San  Mateo  are  equal  to  Tintoretto ; 
Santo  Tomas,  San  Barnabe,  and  San 
Andres  are  very  grandiose.  Other  of 
the  altars  are  by  the  Zuccaros,  Luca 
Cangiagi,  Alonso  Sauchez,  Luis  de 
Carabajal,  both  imitators  of  el  Mudo, 
and  Pelegrino  Tibaldi. 

The  relicario  is  to  the  r.  of  the  high 
altar,  in  the  transept ; when  the  doors 
are  open  the  contents  appear  arranged 
on  shelves.  Philip  II.  was  a relico- 
maniac ; accordingly  all  who  wished 
to  curry  favour  with  him,  sent  him 
specimens.  He  accumulated  more  than 
7421  relics,  which  were  preserved  in 
515  shrines  of  Cellini-like  plate,  but 
La  Houssaye  took  all  the  bullion,  and 
left  them  on  the  floor.  The  French 
also  stole  more  than  100  sacred  vessels 
of  silver  and  gold,  besides  the  gold  and 
jewelled  custodia,  the  silver  female 
image  called  La  Mecina,  the  silver 
full  - length  statue  of  San  Lorenzo, 
which  weighed  4J  cwts.,  and  held  in 
its  hand  one  of  the  real  bars  of  his 
gridiron,  set  in  gold,  which  La  Hous- 
saye stripped  off,  leaving  the  iron.  La 
Houssaye  also  carried  off  the  splendid 
silver  lamps,  which  Ferdinand  VII. 
replaced  in  a baser  metal ; as  Reho- 
boam  did  after  the  temple  had  been 
plundered  by  Shishak  (1  Kings  xiv. 
27);  by  him  also  were  made  those  two 
trumpery  alabaster  and  glittering  pul- 
pits which  mar  the  simplicity  of  the 
chapel. 

Next  descend  into  the  Panleon,  the 
term  given  by  the  Catholic  Spaniards 
to  a Christian  burial  vault.  This  is 
placed  under  the  high  altar,  in  order 
that  the  celebrant,  when  he  elevates  the 
host,  may  do  so  exactly  above  the  dead. 
Philip,  although  he  built  the  Escorial 
as  a tomb-house  for  his  father,  prepared 
nothing  but  a plain  vault,  which,  like 
that  of  Frederick  the  Great  at  Potz- 
dam,  by  the  absence  of  tinsel  pomp, 
becomes  at  once  impressive  aud  in- 


I structive,  from  the  moral  which  such 
a change  in  such  a monarch  must  sug- 
gest. Philip  III.,  his  silly  son,  began 
the  present  gorgeous  chamber,  which 
Philip  IV.  completed  in  1654,  moving 
in  the  royal  bodies  on  the  17th  of 
March.  The  entrance,  with  its  gilt 
ornaments  and  variegated  marbles,  has 
nothing  in  common  with  the  sepulchral 
sentiment.  Read  the  inscription  over 
the  portal,  D.  O.  M.  Locus  sacer,  &c. ; 
it  is  the  epitome  of  the  history  of  the 
Escorial.  Descending  observe  the  por- 
trait of  the  monk  Nicolas,  who  reme- 
died a land-spring  which  is  heard 
trickling  behind  the  masonry.  Observe 
now  the  portal,  read  the  inscription, 
Natura  occidit,  &c.  Descending  again 
by  a green  and  yellow  coloured  jasper- 
lined  staircase,  at  the  bottom  is  the 
Panteon,  an  octagon  of  36  ft.  in  dia- 
meter, by  36  ft.  high.  The  materials 
are  dark  polished  marbles  and  gilt 
bronze;  the  Angels  are  by  Antonio 
Ceroni  of  Milan ; the  tawdry  chande- 
lier by  Virgilio  Francli  of  Genoa  ; the 
crucifix  is  by  Pedro  Tacca.  There 
are  26  niches  hollowed  in  the  8 sides, 
with  black  marble  urnas,  which  are  too 
classical  to  create  a Christian  senti- 
ment; the  names  of  the  deceased  are 
written  on  each;  those  which  are  filled 
are  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  oc- 
cupant; the  empty  ones  await  fliture 
kings,  for  death,  which  takes  away 
from  everything,  enriches  this  greedy 
charnel-house.  None  are  buried  here 
save  kings  and  the  mothers  of  kings  ; 
for  etiquette  and  precedence  in  Spain 
survive  the  grave ; and  to  preserve 
propriety  the  males  are  placed  sepa- 
rately and  opposite  to  the  females. 
The  royal  bodies  are  really  deposited 
in  their  Urms,  as  Philip  IV.,  in  1654, 
opened  that  of  Charles  V.,  which  was 
found  to  be  perfectly  preserved ; aud 
Ferdinand  VII.,  at  his  restoration,  had 
the  others  examined,  fearing  that  the 
republican  invader  might  have  rifled 
them,  as  elsewhere,  either  to  insult 
dead  royalty,  or  procure  lead  to  destroy 
the  living. 

Ascending  from  the  panteon,  at  the 
first  break  or  descanso  in  the  staircase 
a door  leads  to  what  is  called  el  Pan- 
teon de  los  Infantes,  a sort  of  catacomb 
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into  which  the  “ rest  of  the  royal 
family”  is  lumped  together,  as  in  our 
toasts:  it  is  commonly  called  el  Po- 
Jridero,  the  putrifying  place,  being  in 
fact  an  exact  Puticoius,  Puteus,  quasi 
ab  putescere.  Bermejo  (p.  153)  gives 
a list  of  the  deceased,  the  shortness  of 
whose  lives  is  remarkable.  Among 
them  lies  the  body  of  Don  Carlos,*  the 
son  of  Philip  II.,  and  the  body  exists, 
according  to  M.  Bory  de  St.  Vincent, 
who  examined  the  coffin  from  pure 
historical  research,  as  he  says  (Guide, 
p.  18).  Few  strangers  ever  visit  this 
Podrulero,  nor  are  the  contents  or  name 
very  inviting. 

Next  visit  the  ante  sacristia,  with 
fine  arabesque  ceilings,  and  pass  on  to 
the  sacristia,  a noble  room  108  feet 
long  by  23  wide.  The  arabesque  ceil- 
ings are  painted  by  Granelo  and  Fa- 
brieio.  Above  the  presses,  in  which 
the  dresses  of  the  clergy  were  stowed, 
once  hung  the  Perla  of  Raphael,  and 
some  of  the  finest  pictures  in  the  world. 
A t the  S.  end  is  the  Rstablo  de  la  Santa 
Forma,  so  called  because  in  it  is  kept 
the  miraculous  wafer  which  bled  at 
Gorcum  in  1 525,  when  trampled  on  by 
Zuinglian  heretics.  Rudolph  II.  of 
Germany  gave  it  to  Philip  II.,  an  event 
represented  in  a bas-relief.  Charles 
II.,  in  1684,  erected  the  gorgeous  altar, 
which  is  inscribed,  “ Eu  magni  operis 
miraculum,  intra  miraculum  mundi, 
eceli  miraculum  consecratum.”  When 
the  French  soldiers  entered  the  Escorial 
the  monks  hid  the  wafer  in  the  cellar, 
and  the  spoilers,  busy  with  emptying 
the  casks,  passed  it  by,  and  Ferdinand 
VII.  restored  it  in  great  pomp,  Oct.  28, 
181-..  The  Forma  is  exhibited  for 
adoration,  or  “ manifeatada,”  every 
Sept.  29  and  Oct.  28,  on  which  oc- 

*  All  tlie  stories  of  this  Prince's  love  for  his 
father’s  wife,  *nd  his  consequent  murder,  are 
Actions  of  poets,  tiie  Schillers,  Alfleris,  etc. 
Raumur  has  demonstrated  that  Carlos,  weak 
from  his  birth  in  mind  and  hodv,  was  much 
injured  by  a fall.  May  IS,  1S62.  Subject  to  fits 
and  fevers,  he  hated  his  father,  and  was  at  no 
pains  to  oonceal  it.  He  was  very  properly 
arrested,  January  IS,  1568,  and  by  April  13th, 
one  writing  from  the  snot  remarks,  “ there  is 
now  as  little  talk  npon  the  subject : s if  he  had 
been  dead  ten  years."  Both  lie  and  the  queen 
died  natural  deaths,  and  not  the  slightest  love 
r ever  took  place  between  them. 


casions  the  picture  is  usually  hung 
before  it  as  a curtain.  This,  the  mas- 
terpiece of  Claudio  Coello,  the  last  of 
good  Spanish  painters,  represented  the 
apotheosis  of  this  wafer  in  this  very 
Sacristia.  The  priest  standing  upright 
watches  the  glorification  of  the  Forma, 
and  looks  down  with  a dry  satirical 
expression  on  the  kneeling  imbecile 
Charles  II.  and  his  courtiers.  The 
painting  of  the  priests,  monks,  and 
dresses  is  admirable.  This  Forma  is 
never  shown  to  heretics.  This  fine 
picture  was,  alas  1 much  repainted  in 
1846  by  two  young  members  of  the 
Skinners’  Company,  named  Argandona 
and  Marin,  who  were  sent  there  by 
the  president  of  the  Madrid  Royal 
Academy. 

Behind  the  altar  is  the  Camarin, 
erected  in  1692  by  Jose  del  Olmo  and 
Francisco  Rici.  It  is  a gem  of  precious 
marbles,  but  La  Houssaye  carried  off 
the  lamps,  the  sacramental  services,  the 
splendid  triril  sobredorado,  the  gift  of 
Leopold  II.,  and  in  short  everything 
either  of  gold  or  silver. 

Now  visit  the  cloisters  or  court- 
yards, and  first  the  two  large  ones,  the 
upper  and  under.  The  claustro  prin- 
cipal bajo  is  a square  of  212  feet  each 
side.  The  walls  are  painted  in  raw 
fresco,  with  sprawling  figures  by  L. 
Carabajal,  Miguel  Barroso,  L.  Can- 
giagi,  and  P.  Tibaldi : some  are  faded 
by  exposure  to  the  damp  air,  and  others 
were  defaced  by  the  French,  while  the 
San  Lorenzo  en  parrilla  has  recently 
been  “ restored  ” by  one  Martin.  The 
central  Patio  de  los  Evangelistas,  a 
square  of  176  feet,  with  its  ponds  and 
formal  box-fringed  gardens,  was  so 
called  from  the  statues  of  the  Apostles, 
wrought  by  Juan  Bautista  Monegro. 
Hence  we  pass  to  rooms  once  filled  with 
pictures.  Las  Salas  de  los  capitulos  are 
three  in  number,  that  called  el  Vicarial 
being  to  the  r.,  and  el  Prioral  to  the  1. 
Here  hung  the  St.  Jerome  of  Titian, 
and  the  Jacob  of  Velazquez;  all  that 
now  remain  are  the  fine  landskips  of 
nature,  those  views  from  the  windows 
which  none  can  take  away.  Hence  to 
the  Iglesia  vieja,  which  was  used  as  a 
chapel  while  the  templo  was  building. 
Here  hung  the  Tobit  of  Raphael; 
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while  in  the  adjoining  refectory  the 
Last  Supper  of  Titian,  which  for  years 
flapped  in  its  frame,  like  a hatchment 
in  our  damp  country  churches,  has  re- 
cently been  repainted. 

The  grand  staircase,  that  feature  in 
which  modern  architecture  triumphs 
over  the  ancients,  leads  to  an  upper 
claustro  : it  was  designed  by  Juan  Bau- 
tista Castello,  and  lies  to  the  W.  It 
is  painted  in  fresco  by  L.  Cangiagi, 
L.  Giordano,  and  P.  Pelegrino.  Here 
is  the  Battle  of  St  Quentin,  and  the 
capture  of  the  Constable  Montmorency ; 
while  to  the  E.  Philip  II.  is  seen  plan- 
ning the  Escorial  with  his  architects. 
On  the  ceiling  is  la  Gloria,  the  apothe- 
osis or  ascending  into  heaven  of  San 
Lorenzo  with  saints  and  the  blessed, 
and  among  them  Charles  V.  and 
Philip  II.  All  this  space  was  thus  co- 
vered in  seven  months  by  Giordano, 
too  truly  Luca  fa  presto,  and  his  fatal 
facility  and  want  of  thought  dealt  the 
last  blow  to  falling  Italian  art 

In  the  upper  cloister  50  pictures 
formerly  were  arranged.  To  the  N.E. 
is  the  Aula  del  Moral ; here  hung  the 
Gloria  of  Titian.  Adjoining  is  the 
Camarin,  once  filled  with  cabinet  pic- 
tures and  the  most  precious  relics,  such 
as  the  black  and  gold  portable  altar 
of  Charles  V.,  a marriage  firkin  from 
Cana,  a skeleton  of  one  of  the  inno- 
cents massacred  by  Herod,  a bar  of 
Lorenzo’s  gridiron,  much  MS.  of  Santa 
Teresa.  The  celda  prioral,  fitted  up 
with  good  marqueterie,  overlooks  the 
fish-pools  and  gardens.  Here  hung 
the  fine  portrait  of  Jose  de  Siguenza, 
the  first  prior,  by  Alonso  Sanchez 
Coello.  The  eight  smaller  cloisters  or 
courts  resemble  one  another.  Now 
that  they  are  un  tenanted,  these  long 
passages  seem  to  lead  to  nothing,  and 
we  miss  the  monk,  fit  inmate  of  the 
cold  granite  pile,  stealing  along  as  he 
was  wont  with  noiseless  tread  and 
Schidoni  look. 

Passing,  therefore,  to  the  Coro  alto, 
the  ceilings  of  the  ante  coros  are 
painted  by  L.  Giordano.  Here  are 
kept  los  Libros  de  Coro,  or  splendid 
choral  books  of  gigantic  parchment, 
and  illuminated  by  Andres  de  Leon : 
they  were  218  in  number.  The  quire 


looks  down  on  the  chapel.  To  the  N. 
is  the  royal  seat  into  which  Philip  II. 
glided  with  his  brother  monks,  like 
his  father  and  so  many  of  his  ancestors ; 
and  here  he  was  kneeling  when  he  re- 
ceived the  news  of  the  victory  of  Le- 
panto  over  the  infidels,  the  Trafalgar 
of  the  age,  which  saved  Europe:  his 
joy  was  damped  by  jealousy*  of  hi, 
natural  brother,  Don  John  of  Austria, 
who  commanded  the  Christian  allied 
fleet ; but  the  real  brunt  was  borne  by 
the  Genoese  under  Doria,  and  the  Ve- 
netians under  Barbarigo,  and  others 
under  De  Ligny  and  Colonna. 

The  dark  rich  stalls  of  the  coro  are 
carved  in  the  Corinthian  order,  out  of 
seven  sorts  of  wood  ; observe  the  huge 
facistol,  which  nevertheless  moves 
round  with  a touch.  The  lateral  fres- 
cos, by  Romulo  Cincinato,  represent 
the  Martyrdom  of  San  Lorenzo,  the 
tutelar  of  the  convent,  and  the  history 
of  St.  Jerome,  the  head  of  the  order; 
the  others  are  by  L.  Cangiagi,  and  of 
no  merit.  The  French  smashed  the 
original  and  splendid  crystal  chan- 
delier; the  present  one,  with  birds, 
etc.,  is  truly  contemptible ; the  cru- 
cifix is  made  of  fragments  of  a finer 
one,  which  the  invaders  also  knocked 
to  pieces,  although  the  wood  is  called 
angelico,  because  marked  with  the  five 
wounds  of  the  Saviour — of  this  Philip 
II.  ordered  his  coffin  to  be  constructed : 
the  grand  organs  are  carved  in  Cuenca 
pine : behind  the  seat  of  the  prior  is 
the  celebrated  white  marble  Christ, 
which  was  given  to  Philip  II.  by  the 
Grand  Duke  Cosimo,  and  was  brought 
from  Barcelona  on  men’s  shoulders ; 
the  anatomy  is  fiue,  but  the  expression 
of  the  face  is  ordinary,  and  the  space 
between  the  nose  and  lips  too  great, 
which  is  destructive  of  classical  beauty : 
it  is  inscribed  “ Benvenutus  Zeliuus, 
Civis  Florent:  faciebat  1562,”  and  is 
described  by  him  in  his  autobiography. 
The  figure  was  quite  originally  naked, 
but  Philip  II.  thereupon  covered  the 
loins  with  his  handkerchief,  which  was 
long  preserved  as  a relic. 

The  great  library  is  placed  above 

• John  was  a gay  and  gallant  soldier,  and 
the  delight  of  the  army,  who  cried,  “ This  is  the 
true  son  of  the  Emperor." 
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the  porch  of  the  Patio  de  lot  Reyes ; 
over  the  entrance  is  the  common  ex- 
communication  by  the  pope  of  all  who 
should  steal  the  books,  to  which  the 
invaders  paid  small  attention.  The 
arched  room  runs  from  N.  to  S.,  and 
is  194  feet  long,  32  wide,  and  36  high  ; 
the  pavement  is  marble,  and  the  book- 
cases were  executed  by  Jose'  Flecha, 
from  Doric  designs  by  Herrera.  There 
are  ample  tables  of  marble  and  pro- 
phyry  provided  for  the  use  of  readers  ; 
the  ceilings  are  painted  in  fresco,  blues 
and  yellows  over  predominate,  and 
the  colours  are  too  gaudy  for  the  sober 
books,  while  the  figures  being  too  co- 
lossal, injure  relative  proportions  ; but 
these  errors  pervade  the  ambitious 
works  of  Tibaldi,  who  out-heroded  M. 
Angelo,  without  possessing  a tithe  of 
his  grandeur  or  originality.  Other 
frescos  are  by  B.  Carducho,  and  of 
subjects  analogous  to  a library,  and 
the  personification  of  the  liberal 
sciences.  First,  Philosophy  shows  the 
globe  to  Socrates,  and  others;  below 
is  the  School  of  Athens ; then  follows 
the  Confusion  of  Tongues,  Nebu- 
chadonezzor  instituting  the  first  Gram- 
mar School ; Rhetoric  surrounded  by 
Cicero,  Demosthenes,  and  others. 
Further  on  we  see  Dialectics,  Arith- 
metic, Music,  Geometry,  Astronomy, 
and  Theology,  with  appropriate  groups 
and  attributes ; but  nothing  is  so  tire- 
some as  allegory.  On  the  walls  hang 
portraits  of  Herrera,  the  architect  of 
the  Escorial,  and  of  Arias  Montano 
its  librarian,  and  the  still  more  striking 
one  of  their  master,  Philip  II.,  when 
old;  it  is  full  of  identity  and  indi- 
viduality; here  we  see  him  in  the 
flesh  and  spirit,  louring  from  his  den, 
with  his  wan,  dejected  look,  marked 
with  the  melancholy  taint  of  his 
grandmother,  and  his  bigot,  grey  eye, 
cold  as  frozen  drops  of  morning  dew. 
The  grave  seems  to  give  up  its  dead, 
and  the  suspicious  scared  bigot  walks 
out  of  the  frame  into  his  own  library. 
The  books  have  their  edges,  not  backs, 
turned  to  the  spectator,  having  been 
thus  originally  arranged  by  Montano. 
The  library  in  1808,  before  the  in- 
vasion, is  said  to  have  contained 
30,000  printed,  and  4300  MS.  volumes. 


Joseph  removed  them  all  to  Madrid, 
but  Ferdinand  VII.  sent  them  back 
again,  minus  some  10,000;  and  among 
them  the  catalogue,  which  was  most 
judiciously  purloined.  Thus  what  is 
lost  will  never  be  known,  and  cer- 
tainly never  be  missed.  The  rarities 
usually  shown  are  a fine  Alcoran,  a 
New  Testament  of  the  Emperor 
Conrad,  1039,  etc. ; but  books  are 
made  to  be  read,  not  looked  at.  The 
upper  library,  which  is  not  public, 
contains  codes,  missals,  and  Arabic 
MSS.,  of  which  a catalogue  was  pub- 
lished by  Miguel  Casiri,  a Syrian: 
‘ Bibliotheca  Arabica-Hispana  Escu- 
rialensis,'  folio,  2 vols.,  Mad.,  1760-70, 
a work,  however,  which  teems  with 
inaccuracies,  for  Casiri,  a Marouite  of 
Mount  Lebanon,  could  not  even  read 
the  Arabic  of  the  Spanish  Moors, 
which  he  mistakes  for  Cuphic ; he  also 
was  careless  and  reckless,  and  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  Augustan  age  of  the 
Arabic  literature  of  Cordova.  But 
Arabic  literature  has  been  much 
neglected  in  Spain,  where,  primi!  facie, 
it  might  best  have  been  cultivated,  for 
Spaniards  are  no  philologists,  and  a 
remnant  of  hatred  against  the  Moor 
long  prevailed,  and  Moorish  books 
were  burnt  by  the  clergy  on  the  absurd 
supposition  that  all  were  Korans ; see 
Conde’s  Preface  to  Xerif  Aledris 
(Madrid,  1799).  Thus  thousands  of 
precious  volumes  of  Arab  art  and 
science  were  irreparably  lost,  as  those 
of  antiquity  were  from  the  holocausts 
of  Omar  and  Gregory  VII.  The 
present  Arabic  MSS.  were  obtained  by 
accident : one  Pedro  de  Lara,  a cap- 
tain of  Philip  III.,  having  captured 
near  Sallee  a Moorish  ship,  containing 
3000  volumes,  the  library  of  king 
Zidan,  who  offered  60,000  ducats  for 
their  ransom ; but  a civil  war  in  Mo- 
rocco intervening,  Philip  III.  carted 
them  off  to  the  Escorial ; of  what  ac- 
cident gave,  accident  took  much  away, 
as  many  were  burnt  by  a casual  fire ; 
nor  has  any  one  ever  looked  at  them 
except  Conde,  who  garbled  many  of 
his  extracts.  Being  an  Afrancesado, 
he  was  employed  by  the  invaders  to 
select  the  best  things  for  Paris.  The 
superb  collection  of  medals  formed  by 
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Antonio  Agustin,  Archbishop  of  Tar- 
ragona (see  p.  448),  and  subsequently 
much  increased,  were  all  swept  away 
by  the  invaders,  who  seldom  over- 
looked anything  in  the  shape  of  a coin. 

The  grand  kitchen  of  the  Escorial 
deserves  the  gastronome’s  inspection, 
who  will  grieve  at  the  fireless  grates, 
on  which  San  Lorenzo  might  have 
been  broiled  : alas ! no  smoke  now 
issues  from  the  chimneys.  This  de- 
partment was  once  worthy  of  200 
monks,  who  had  little  else  to  do  but  to 
eat.  In  the  medical  dispensary,  or  la 
Botica,  was  a fine  Raphael-ware  cis- 
tern, painted  with  the  Judgment  of 
Solomon.  The  Colegio  is  not  worth 
visiting,  although  there  is  a whisper- 
ing gallery  which  amuses  silly  folk, 
just  like  that  under  the  Alhambra. 
From  the  kitchen  to  the  royal  residence 
the  transition  is  easy,  especially  as  it 
is  placed  in  the  handle  of  the  gridiron, 
el  mango  de  la  parrilla.  Here  the 
Catholic  kings,  whose  life  was  one 
dull  routine,  spent  six  weeks  every 
year,  after  leaving  their  summer 
quarter  of  San  Ildefonso.  They  thus 
became  the  real  handle  of  the  man  of 
the  cowl,  w ho  had  access  to  the  despot 
at  his  first  rising  and  at  his  last  fold- 
ing the  arms  to  sleep.  The  courtiers, 
however,  even  in  the  time  of  Philip  II., 
thought  of  nothing  but  feastings  and 
intrigues  amatory  and  political;  thus 
mixing  up  the  frivolities  of  a most 
profligate  court  with  the  outward  show 
of  monastic  austerities.  Walk  through 
the  royal  suite  of  rooms,  which  are 
very  meanly  furnished.  In  the  Sala 
de  las  Batallas,  observe  the  fresco  by 
Granelo  and  Fabricio,  of  the  battle  of 
Higueruela,  where  John  II.  and  Al- 
varo de  Luna  defeated  the  Moors 
(see  p.  155):  the  costume  is  most 
curious:  this  was  copied  for  Philip  II. 
from  an  original  chiaro-oscnro  roll 
150  feet  long,  which  was  found  in  the 
Alcazar  of  Segovia:  between  the  win- 
dows are  the  battle  of  St.  Qnentin  and 
others  in  Flanders:  the  ceilings  are 
decorated  with  arabesques. 

In  a room  adjoining  Ferdinand  VII. 
was  born,  Oct.  14,  1784;  ?.nd  here, 
Oct.  29,  1807,  he  was  nearly  sacri- 
ficed by  his  own  mother,  and  her 


minion  Godoy ; Charles,  his  father, 
his  own  shame  and  their 
prince  was  arrested  for 
high  treason,  when  he,  coward-like, 
betrayed  his  advisers;  and  this  act, 
which  would  have  ensured  his  and 
their  ruin,  saved  them  all,  for  the 
dreaded  name  of  Buonaparte  was 
found  mixed  up  in  the  secret  cor- 
respondence, and  the  craven  court 
hushed  the  matter  up.  Visit  also  the 
humble  apartments  in  which  Philip  II. 
lived,  half  a monk,  as  he  reserved  all 
his  magnificence  for  the  temple ; and 
then  descend  into  the  small  room  in 
which  he  died,  Sept.  13,  1598,  aged 
72,  having  been  carried  there  in  order 
that  his  last  glance  might  be  directed 
to  the  altar ; his  lingering  end  was 
terrific  in  body  and  mind,  covered, 
says  Brantome,  with  lice-breeding 
boils ; he  was  haunted  with  doubts 
whether  his  bloody  bigotry,  the  sup- 
posed merit  of  his  life,  was  not  in 
truth  a damning  crime.  As  a political 
personage  he  was  a failure;  under 
him  the  clay-footed  colossus  of  Spanish 
power  began  to  give  way ; he  quar- 
relled with  England,  lost  his  in- 
vincible armada  and  the  Low  Coun- 
tries : yet  what  a position  was  his,  had 
he  felt  and  been  equal  to  the  moment ! 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella  had  beaten 
down  the  Moor  at  home,  while 
Charles  V.  had  humbled  France  and 
was  master  of  Lombardy;  in  quiet 
possession  of  peace  and  power,  Philip 
might  have  been  a legislator  and  a 
benefactor  to  his  couutry:  he  might 
have  given  Spain  a code  of  laws,  co- 
vered her  with  a net-work  of  roads 
and  canals,  and  fixed  the  capital  at 
Lisbon  instead  of  Madrid.  All  of  this 
he  sacrificed  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
Vatican  and  build  a convent:  but 
whatever  his  faults,  which  partly  were 
the  result  of  his  political  position  and 
the  spirit  of  his  age,  he  at  least  was  a 
true  patron  of  art  and  artists ; he  dis- 
covered or  created  talent  to  execute 
his  mighty  works ; his  biography,  at- 
tempted by  Watson  and  Evaristo  San 
Miguel,  has  yet  to  be  really  written, 
and  it  will  soon  occupy  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Prescott,  who  assuredly  will  do  justice 
to  his  splendid  subject. 


consenting  to 
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Before  leaving  the  Escorial,  clamber 
up  to  the  Silla  del  Eeu,  the  eminence 
from  whence  Philip  II.  used  to  con- 
template the  progress  of  his  buildings. 
Visit  also  the  parks  and  plantations, 
which  contrast  agreeably  with  the  de- 
sert beyond  them ; and  just  look  at 
the  Casa  del  Campo,  or  Casita  del 
Principe,  a miniature  country  house, 
too  small  indeed  to  live  in  and  yet  too 
large  to  wear  at  a watch-chain  : it  was 
built  by  Juan  de  Villanueva  for  Charles 
IV.  when  prince,  and  like  that  at  Aran- 
juez,  is  the  plaything  of  a spoilt  in- 
fant It  is  expensively  ornamented  with 
marble,  marqueterie,  gimcracks,  ara- 
besques, and  with  poor  portraits  of  the 
ignoble  - looking  Spanish  Bourbons. 
The  cabinet  pictures  are  second-rate  j 
they  were  formed  for  the  rising  Mae- 
cenas by  his  French  and  Italian  valets  1 
The  gardens  are  pretty,  and  form  with 
the  neighbouring  walks  a favourite 
evening  summer  promenade,  for  the 
Escorial  is  frequented  by  many  who 
fly  from  the  scorching  heats  of  Madrid 
to  its  cooler  groves ; the  difference  of 
the  thermometer  Reaumur  often 
reaches  seven  degrees.  Official  men 
place  their  families  here,  and  come 
over  on  the  Saturdays,  returning  on 
Monday ; many  more  coaches  are  put 
on  during  the  season. 

A noble  road  winds  from  the  Esco- 
rial over  the  Guadarrama  chain  (see 
p.  350)  amid  immemorial  pines  and 
firs  to  San  Ildefonso.  The  scenery  is 
splendid,  a jumble  of  mountain  and 
rock  with  glorious  pines  flinging  their 
wild  arms  athwart  the  precipices.  It 
was  constructed  at  a reckless  expense, 
for  the  personal  convenience  of  the 
King:  it  is  occasionally  blocked  up 
by  winter  snows.  After  passing  the 
puerto,  we  descend  into  the  village  or 
royal  sitio,  in  which  the  court  always 
passed  the  hot  months  of  June,  July, 
and  September.  There  is  an  excellent 
inn,  kept  during  the  season  by  Juan 
A thane,  in  the  Casa  de  Infantes,  part 
of  the  detached  buildings  of  the  palace 
called  Fonda  de  la  Granja ; and  those 
wishing  to  see  Segovia,  which  is  only 
2 L.  off,  and  a pleasant  hour’s  drive, 
will  be  much  better  lodged  here  than 
at  the  wretched  posada  of  that  vene- 


rable and  interesting  old  city:  mine 
host  has  been  a courier,  and  under- 
stands the  kitchen  and  cellar.  This 
cool  castle  in  the  air  is,  say  the  Cas- 
tilians, a worthy  chateau  of  the  king 
of  Spain;  as  he  is  the  loftiest  of  all 
earthly  sovereigns,  so  his  abode  soars 
nearest  to  heaven : the  elevation  cannot 
be  doubted ; as  the  palace  is  placed  on 
the  N.W.  range  of  the  Sierra,  3840  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  thus,  in 
the  same  latitude  as  Naples,  stands 
higher  than  the  crater  of  Mount  Vesu- 
vius. The  localities  are  truly  alpine  ; 
around  on  all  sides  are  rocks,  forests, 
and  crystal  streams,  and  above  towers 
la  Pehalara,  rising,  according  to 
some,  above  8500  feet.  While  nature 
is  truly  Spanish,  here  at  t is  entirely 
French ; for  the  one-idead  founder 
Philip  V.  could  conceive  no  other  ex- 
cellence but  that  of  Marly  and  Ver- 
sailles. In  reserve  and  bigotry  a Philip 
II.,  his  hypochondriac  shyness  drove 
him  into  retirement,  wanting  nothing 
but  his  mass-book  and  wife,  and  thus 
becoming  a puppet  in  her  and  her  con- 
fessor's hands.  He  was  no  sooner  fixed 
on  the  Spanish  throne  than  he  medi- 
tated its  abdication,  always  harbour- 
ing, like  Henry  III.  in  Poland,  a secret 
wish  to  return  and  reign  in  France : 
it  chanced  that  while  hunting  at  Val- 
sain  in  1722  he  observed  this  granja, 
then  a grange  or  farm-house  of  the 
Segovian  monks  of  La  Parral,  of 
whom  he  bought  the  site,  and  here  he 
died,  July  9,  1746,  and  here  he  is 
buried,  carrying  his  hatred  to  Austrian 
recollections  even  to  the  grave.  He 
would  not  associate  with  them  even  in 
the  Panteou  of  the  Escurial,  a building 
which  in  common  with  everything 
Spanish  he  slighted.  His  was  the  fatal 
reign  when  nationalism  was  effaced  by 
French  opinions,  language,  customs, 
and  alliances. 

First  visit  the  Coleyiata,  built  from 
a design  of  Teodoro  Artemans,  in  the 
form  of  a Latin  cross.  On  each  side 
are  the  royal  pews  or  tribunas,  enclosed 
with  glass.  The  dome,  pendentives, 
and  ceilings,  are  painted  in  fresco  by 
those  twins  of  common-place,  Bayeu 
and  Maella  : the  white  stucco  is  picked 
out  with  gilding ; the  Retablo  is  com- 
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posed  of  fine  jaspers  with  red  pillars 
from  Cabra.  The  altar  was  made  at 
Naples  by  Solimena.  The  tabernacle 
is  of  rich  Lapis  Lazuli.  The  founder 
is  buried  in  a chapel  which  lies  to  the 

W.  of  the  high  altar,  to  which  a door 
communicates,  but  it  is  usually  entered 
by  the  Sacristy;  the  tomb  of  Philip 
V.  and  his  wife  Isabella  Farnese,  with 
medallions,  and  Fame,  Charity,  and 
other  ornaments  in  bad  taste,  are  the 
works  of  Messrs.  Pitue  and  Dumandre. 
The  palace,  a thing  of  the  foreigner, 
looks  as  if  it  had  been  moved  by  the 
slaves  of  the  lamp  from  the  bald  levels 
of  the  Seine  to  a wild  Spanish  sierra : 
this  sensual,  theatrical,  French  cha- 
teau, is  the  antithesis  of  the  proud, 
gloomy  Eseorial,  on  which  it  turns  its 
back.  A portion  of  the  old  Granja  is 
still  preserved  near  the  Fuente,  for  the 
building  is  a thing  of  expedients  and 
patchwork,  and  so  far  a thing  of  Spain. 
A long  line  of  railing,  like  that  of  the 
Carrousel  at  Paris,  divides  three  sides 
of  a square.  The  centre  body  is  de- 
stined to  the  royal  family,  and  the 
wings  to  their  suites.  The  facade 
fronts  the  garden,  and  is  cheerful, 
although  over-windowed  and  looking 
like  a long  Corinthian  conservatory. 
The  saloons  above  and  below  were 
once  filled  with  paintings  and  antiques, 
among  which  were  the  marbles  of 
Christina  of  Sweden,  purchased  for 
Spain  by  Camillo  Rosconi.  After 
having  been  long  neglected,  they  were 
carted  out  to  Madrid  by  Ferdinand 
VII.,  when  he  refurnished  the  palace 
with  his  favourite  modern  trumpery. 
The  royal  apartments  are  light,  airy, 
and  agreeable,  without  being  magnifi- 
cent, and  in  them  strange  events  have 
taken  place.  Here,  in  January,  1724, 
Philip  V.  abdicated  the  crown,  which 
he  resumed  in  the  next  Angust  at  the 
death  of  his  son,  having  been  urged 
to  become  once  more  a king  by  his 
wife,  who  was  very  soon  weary  of  pri- 
vate life:  here,  in  1783,  Charles  III. 
received  the  Count  d’ Artois  (Charles 

X. )  when  on  his  way  to  take  Gibraltar, 
which  he  did  not  do. 

Here  Ferdinand  VII.,  Sept  18, 1832, 
revoked  the  decree  by  which  he  had 
abolished  the  Salic  law,  and  declared 


his  daughter  Isabel,  born  Oct.  10, 1830, 
to  be  heiress  to  the  crown,  an  act  which 
cursed  his  ever  ill-fated  country  with 
civil  wars  and  a disputed  succession. 
The  secret  history  is  said  to  be  as  fol- 
lows: Don  Carlos,  his  brother  and 
heir  presumptive,  was  married  to  a 
Portuguese  princess,  between  whom 
and  her  sister  La  Beira,  a deadly 
palace  war  was  waged  by  Carlota,  the 
intriguing  wife  of  Don  Francisco  de 
raula,  a younger  brother  of  the  king. 
When  Ferdinand  married  Christina, 
the  Neapolitan  coterie  gained  so  much 
on  the  Portuguese  one,  that  on  the 
queen’s  pregnancy  being  declared,  Car- 
Iota,  in  order  to  oust  the  Beira’s  chil- 
dren, induced  Tadeo  Calomarde,  the 
miuister  of  justice,  to  suggest  this 
change  to  the  uxorious  king,  and  the 
decree  was  smuggled  through  the  royal 
closet  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
other  ministers : thus  Ferdinand  de- 
prived his  brother  Carlos  of  his  birth- 
right, that  brother  who  had  been  the 
friend  of  his  youth  and  the  companion 
of  his  French  captivity,  and  who  had 
refused  in  1827  to  assist  in  his  de- 
thronement. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832  Ferdinand 
fell  dangerously  ill  in  this  same  palace ; 
the  succession  of  Carlos  was  then  quite 
certain ; for  Christina  at  this  crisis  had 
no  party  whatever,  and  she  herself 
drew  up  a revocation  of  the  decree, 
which  was  signed.  Sept.  18,  by  the 
guided  hand  of  the  unconscious  testa- 
tor ; this  second  act  was  managed  by 
the  royal  confessor  and  Alcudia,  the 
principal  mover  being  Calomarde,  who 
now  undid  his  former  work,  in  his 
terror  at  the  certain  venganza  which 
the  Portuguese  faction  would  have 
taken ; and  Antonini,  the  Neapolitan 
ambassador,  confirmed  his  statement 
and  urged  Christina  to  save  herself. 
Ferdiuaud  two  days  afterwards  reco- 
vered by  a miracle.  As  the  king  re- 
gained strength,  the  queeu  recovered 
courage,  until,  on  Oct.  31,  the  revoca- 
tion was  revoked,  Christina  throwing 
the  whole  blame  of  the  past  on  Calo- 
marde, who  was  forthwith  turned  out 
of  office  and  Spain.  The  king,  still 
weak,  now  delegated  his  authority  to 
his  wife,  who  had  nursed  him  most 
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tenderly ; and  she  instantly  created  a ' 
party  by  displacing  all  ultra  Royalists 
and  Carlists,  or  by  substituting  men 
favourable  to  moderate  reforms.  Fer- 
dinand died  Sept.  29,  1833 ; then  en- 
sued the  terrible  civil  wars  which  have 
rent  and  impoverished  poor  Spain. 

This  self-same  palace,  as  if  by  poeti- 
cal justice,  became  the  theatre  of  an- 
other tragedy  by  which  Christina  in 
her  turn  was  deprived  of  her  royal 
rights  : here,  Aug.  12,  1836,  intimi- 
dated by  rude  soldiery,  headed  by  one 
Garcia,  a serjeant,  she  was  compelled 
to  proclaim  the  democratical  constitu- 
tion of  1812.  The  secret  underplot  of 
this  intrigue  was  to  bring  about  a 
change  of  the  conservative  ministry 
into  one  ultra-radical,  and  the  final 
result,  as  might  be  expected,  was  the 
downfall  and  exile  of  the  queen  regent, 
and  the  present  restoration  of  things  as 
they  were. 

The  gardens  of  the  palace  are  among 
the  finest  in  Spain  ; the  grand  walk  in 
front,  called  the  parterre  (for  every- 
thing in  name  and  style  is  French), 
looks  over  flowers,  water,  and  moun- 
tains ; here  the  fruits  of  Spring  ripen 
in  Autumn  : as  everything  is  artificial 
the  cost  was  enormous,  reaching  to  45 
million  piastres,  the  precise  sum  in 
which  Philip  V.  died  indebted  ; thus 
those  palaces  in  Spain  which  the  Aus- 
trian kings  began  are  unfinished,  while 
those  which  their  Bourbon  successors 
raised  are  not  paid  for.  To  form  these 
gardens  rocks  were  levelled  and  hol- 
lowed to  admit  pipes  of  fountains  and 
roots  of  trees,  whose  soil  was  brought 
up  from  the  plains.  It  requires  to  be 
constantly  renewed,  and  even  then  the 
vegetation  is  dwarf-like ; but  despots 
delight  in  enriching  favourites  without 
merit,  and  their  felicity  contrasts  with 
the  people’s  misery. 

San  lldefonso  after  all  was  but  an 
imitation,  and  Delille,  in  praising  its 
gardens,  justly  ramarked,  “ Philippe 
defiait  son  ayeul  et  retra9ait  la  France.” 
Although  smaller,  these  gardens  are  far 
more  real  than  their  type ; pure  genuine 
water  is  their  charm,  which  here  is  no 
turbid  puddle  forced  up  by  a wooden 
waterwork,  but  a crystal  distillation, 
frcd’  r nn  a mountain  alembic;  the 


' Cascada  is  a grand  falling  sheet,  which 
under  the  sun  of  Castile  glitters  like 
melted  silver ; it  is  supplied  from  a 
large  pond  or  reservoir  above,  which, 
as  at  Aranjuez,  is  modestly  termed  el 
Mar,  the  ocean. 

The  gardens  in  which  art  rivals  na- 
ture are  divided  into  the  altos  y bajos, 
high  and  low ; they  are  laid  out  in  a 
formal  style,  being  planted  in  avenues 
aud  decked  with  marble  statuary ; there 
are  26  fountains,  the  finest  are  those 
called  los  Banos  de  Diana,  la  La- 
tana  or  lianas,  la  Corrida  de  Caballos, 
the  two  Cascadas,  el  Canastillo,  los 
Vientos,  la  Andromeda,  la  Pomona, 
and  el  Neptuno,  at  which,  says  Mons. 
Bourgoin,  genius  presides,  and  where 
he  read  Virgil  and  quoted  “ Quos  ego.” 
The  Fama  is  the  most  famous,  and 
shoots  up  water  130  feet  high  (?).  The 
fountains  play  on  the  first  Sundays  of 
the  summer  months,  great  festivals, 
and  royal  birth  or  saint  days,  when 
the  traveller  should  visit  mis  spot. 
The  chief  statues  are  the  Apollo  and 
Daphne,  Lucretia,  Bacchus,  America, 
Ceres,  and  Milon ; poor  aud  second- 
rate,  they  are  much  more  admired  by- 
Spaniards,  who  have  very  little  fine 
marble  sculpture,  than  they  deserve; 
possibly  because  the  work  of  foreigners, 
to  wit  Messrs.  Carlier,  Pitu6,  Duman- 
dre,  and  Bousseau.  Consult  for  details 
the  guide  book  by  Santos  Martinez 
Sedefio,  Mad.  1825. 

Charles  III.  came  every  year  to  La 
Granja  to  fish  and  shoot,  and  as  his 
second  hobby  was  the  forcing  manu- 
factures, he  here  set  up  la  Calandria, 
to  make  linen,  now  broken  up ; and 
la  Fabrica  de  Cristales,  to  make  glass 
and  pottery : these  royal  playthings, 
exotics,  like  the  trees  in  the  gardens, 
have  never  flourished  in  an  artificial 
soil.  This  establishment  was  founded 
simply  because  one  Thevart  in  1688 
had  formed  a similar  one  at  Versailles : 
meanwhile  here  even  the  sand  has  to 
be  brought  from  Segovia,  while  the 
expense  of  transport  and  breakage  of 
mirrors  alone  consumed  every  chance 
of  profit. 

Excursions  may  be  made  to  the 
nursery-gardens  of  Robledo  and  Col- 
menar,  and  to  the  Quinta  de  Quita- 
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pesares,  the  Sans  Souci  of  Christina,  an 
anodyne  for  sorrow,  which  butter- 
making contributed  to  banish,  and 
which  is  said  also  to  have  been  the 
scene  where  this  modern  Dido  first 
met  the  /Eneas-  Munoz.  Visit  also 
Valsaiu,  Val  Sabin,  the  vale  of  Savins, 
distant  1 L.  This,  an  ancient  hunt- 
ing-seat of  the  crown,  was  inhabited 
by  Philip  V.  during  the  building  of 
La  Granja;  but  now  it  is  almost  a 
ruin,  having  been  left  unrepaired  since 
a fire.  The  trout  in  the  Eresma  are 
excellent:  2 L.  on  is  Rio  Frio,  where 
Isabel,  widow  of  Philip  V.,  began  a 
palace,  which  she  neither  finished  nor 
paid  for.  It  is  a fine  architectural 
shell,  with  a noble  staircase  and  gra- 
nite pillars. 

Those  returning  to  Madrid  on 
horseback  may,  after  seeing  Segovia, 
make  an  excursion  to  El  l'aular,  the 
once  wealthy  Carthusian  convent  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Guadarrama. 
It  is  2 L.  from  La  Granja  by  el  Re- 
venton,  “ the  cleft,”  a pass  which 
crosses  directly  over  the  glorious  ridge, 
with  the  grand  Penalara  rising  to  the 
r.  about  8500  feet:  when  this  route  is 
snowed  up,  there  is  a circuitous  one  to 
the  convent,  which  overlooks  the  plea- 
sant valley  of  the  trout-stream  Lozoya. 
The  edifice  was  raised  by  John  I.  to 
carry  out  a vow  made  by  his  father 
Henry  II.,  while  campaigning  in 
France.  The  Capilla  de  los  Reyes  was 
built  in  1.390,  by  Alonso  Rodrigo,  and 
the  church  in  1433-40,  by  a Segovian 
Moor  named  Abderahman:  since  its 
suppression  the  paintings  by  Carducho 
have  been  removed  to  the  new  Museo 
at  Madrid.  The  exquisite  Retablo  was 
wrought  at  Genoa,  and  of  the  same 
period  was  the  Silleria  del  Coro.  There 
is  a fine  sepulchre  of  one  of  the  Frias 
family,  and  an  outrageous  churri- 
gueresque  trasparente  erected  in  1724. 
The  ceilings  are  painted  by  the  feeble 
Palomino.  But  the  Pautar  is  no  longer 
what  it  was  (see  Ponz,  x.  69),  when 
the  monks,  lords  of  all  around,  were 
paper-makers  and  breeders  of  sheep  on 
a large  scale,  aud  their  hospitality  was 
commensurate,  as  all  strangers  were 
lodged,  fed,  and  welcomed ; now  their 
kitchen  fire  is  put  out,  and  their  gar- 


dens of  fruit  and  flowers  are  encum- 
bered with  weeds.  From  thence  follow 
the  river,  and  rejoin  the  high  road  at 
Buitrago  (see  R.  116). 

Descending  from  La  Granja  into  the 
plains,  we  soon  reach  the  ancient  city 
of  Segovia.  The  best  inn,  el  meson 
grande,  on  the  plaza,  is  one  of  the 
worst  in  all  Spain ; this  grand  hotel 
remaining  a genuine  specimen  of  an 
unmoderuized  Castiliau  khan. 

SEGOVIA  is  of  Iberian  name  and 
origin,  seca  and  sego  being  a common 
prefix:  Humboldt  (Urb.  188)  enume- 
rates no  less  than  22  instances ; while 
Briga,  “ town,”  is  a still  commoner 
termination : consult  for  historical  de- 
tails ‘ el  glorioso  San  Frutos'  (the 
tutelar  of  the  city),  Lorenzo  Calvete, 
Valladolid,  4to.  1610;  ! Historic ,’  & c., 
Diego  Colmenares,  fol.  Mad.  There  are 
two  editions,  1637 — 1640  ; the  latter  is 
the  best.  1 Viaje  artistico,’  Isidoro 
Bosarte,  8vo.,  Mad.  1804;  ‘ El  Acue- 
ducto,’  Andrez  Gomez  de  Somorrostro, 
fol.  Mad.,  1820;  ‘ Flap.  Sag.,’  viii., 
and  Ponz,  * Viage,’  x. 

The  long  city  with  its  narrow  irre- 
gular streets  stands  on  'he  rocky  knoll 
which  rises  E.  and  \V.  in  a valley, 
with  the  Alcazar  perched  on  the  jlV. 
point.  It  is  girdled  to  the  N.  by  the 
trout  stream  Eresma,  which  is  joined 
below  the  Alcazar  hy  the  clamorous 
rivulet  el  Clamores ; the  banks  of 
these  streams  are  wooded  and  pretty, 
and  contrast  with  the  bleak  and  barren 
hills.  The  strong  town  is  encircled 
by  very  picturesque  but  dilapidated 
old  walls  with  round  towers,  built  by 
Alonso  VI.,  which  are  seen  to  great 
advantage  from  the  hill  of  the  Cal- 
vario : it  is  altogether  a good  specimen 
of  an  old-fashioned  Castilian  city,  with 
quaint  houses,  balconies,  and  a Prout- 
like  plaza.  It  is  very  cold,  being  above 
3300  feet  above  the  sea,  and  has  much 
decayed  ; the  population,  once  exceed- 
ing 30,000,  having  dwiudled  to  less 
than  9000.  It  is  still  the  see  of  a 
, bishop,  suffragan  to  Toledo. 

According  to  Colmenares,  Tubal 
first  peopled  Spain,  then  Hercules 
founded  Segovia,  for  which  Ilispan 
erected  the  bridge,  as  they  call  the 
| aqueduct,  although  it  brings  water 
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over  men,  not  men  over  water.  The 
city  bears  “ el  Puente  ” on  its  shield, 
with  one  of  the  heads  of  Pompey’s 
sons  looking  over  it.  This  Homan 
work,  from  its  resemblance  to  the  ma- 
sonry of  Alcantara  and  Merida,  was 
probably  erected  by  Trajan,  but  neither 
Segovia  nor  its  aqueduct  are  mentioned 
by  the  ancients,  with  whom  such 
mighty  works  seem  to  have  been  things 
of  course.  As  the  steep-banked  rivers 
below  are  difficult  of  access,  and  their 
waters  not  very  wholesome,  the  pure 
stream  of  the  Rio  Frio  was  thus  brought 
from]  the  Sierra  Fonfria,  distant  3 L. 
The  aqueduct  begins  near  San  Gabriel, 
and  makes  many  bends  in  its  progress, 
to  give  stability  and  break  the  water 
current.  It  runs  216  feet  to  the  first 
angle,  then  462  feet  to  the  second  at  La 
Concepcion,  then  925  feet  to  the  third 
at  San  Francisco,  and  then  937  feet  to 
the  city  wall.  Some  portions  are  com- 
paratively modern,  although  they  are 
so  admirably  repaired,  that  it  is  not 
easy  to  distinguish  the  new  work  from 
the  old.  This  aqueduct  was  respected 
by  the  Goths,  but  broken  down  in  1071 
by  the  Moors  of  Toledo,  who  sacked 
Segovia  and  destroyed  35  arches.  It 
remained  in  ruin  until  Aug.  26,  1483, 
when  Isabella  employed  a monk  of 
the  Parral  convent,  one  J uan  Escovedo, 
who,  born  in  the  Asturias,  about  1547, 
and  the  son  of  a mere  carpenter,  had 
the  good  taste  to  imitate  the  model 
before  him,  and  therefore  was  the  first 
to  restore  the  Grscco- Romano  style  in 
Spain : when  he  went  to  Seville  to 
Teport  the  completion  of  the  repairs, 
Isabella  gave  him  for  his  fee  all  the 
wood  work  of  the  scaffoldings.  See 
for  curious  particulars  ‘ Historia  de  la 
Orden  de  San  Geronymo,’  Jose  de  Si- 
guenza,  iv.  40. 

The  new  work  is  intermixed  with 
the  old,  and  occurs  chiefly  near  the 
angles  of  la  Concepcion  and  San  Fran- 
cisco. Escovedo  also  built  the  bridges 
over  the  Eresma.  The  aqueduct  com- 
mences with  single  arches  which  rise 
higher  as  the  dip  of  the  ground  deepens, 
until  they  become  double.  Those  of 
the  upper  tier  are  uniform  in  height ; 
the  three  central  are  the  highest,  being 
102  feet.  This  noble  work  is  con-  j 


structed  of  granite  without  cement  or 
mortar ; and,  like  other  similar  erec- 
tions of  the  Homans,  unites  simplicity, 
proportion,  solidity,  and  utility,  and 
its  grandeur  is  rather  the  result  of 
these  qualities  than  the  intention  of 
the  architect.  An  inscription  formerly 
ran  between  the  tiers  of  the  central 
arches,  and  the  learned  strive  in  vain 
to  make  out  what  the  words  were, 
guessing  from  the  holes  which  remain 
for  the  pins  of  the  bronze  letters  which 
have  been  extracted.  The  niche  here 
above,  which  is  supposed  to  have  held 
a statue  of  Trajan,  is  now  filled  with  a 
decayed  image  of  a saint  which  looks 
like  a putrifying  corpse.  According 
to  some  antiquarians  the  aqueduct  was 
built  by  one  Licinius,  but  the  un- 
learned people  call  it  el  Puente  del 
Diablo,  “ the  devil’s  bridge,”  because 
his  Satanic  majesty  was  in  love  with  a 
Segoviana,  and  offered  his  services  for 
her  favours,  when  she,  tired  of  going 
up  and  down  hill  to  fetch  water,  pro- 
mised to  consent,  provided  he  would 
build  an  aqueduct  in  one  night,  which 
he  did.  One  stone,  however,  having 
been  found  wanting,  the  church  de- 
cided the  contract  to  be  void,  and  so 
the  hard-working  wicked  one  was  done. 
It  is  in  vain  to  talk  to  the  lower  Sego- 
vians  about  Trajan,  &c. ; they  prefer 
the  devil,  and  especially  as  a Pontifex 
m axioms. 

The  aqueduct,  be  its  author  who  it 
may,  is  well  seen  from  San  Juan,  in 
its  beautiful  perspective,  overtopping 
the  pigmy  town.  The  grandest  point 
is  from  the  corner  of  the  Calle  de 
Gascos,  but  the  stones  have  suffered 
from  houses  having  been  built  up 
against  the  arches,  and  have  been  dis- 
coloured by  chimney  smoke  and  drips 
from  Cerbatanas,  or  gutters  and  pipes. 
A plan  was  in  vain  proposed  in  1803 
to  Charles  IV.  to  remove  all  these  un- 
sightly causes  of  injury.  However, 
in  Sept.  1806,  the  carriage  of  the 
pregnant  ambassadress  of  Sweden  hav- 
ing upset  by  these  encroachments, 
whereby  she  had  a miscarriage,  the 
king  ordered  the  arches  to  be  cleared. 
It  was  intended  to  have  opened  the 
whole  of  the  Plaza  del  Azoguejo  ( zoq 
soco,  from  the  Arabic  Suk,  a place), 


Old  Castile,  route  102. — seoovia — the  cathedral. 


477 


and  thus  to  have  made  a grand  square 
•with  the  aqueduct  on  one  side,  exposed 
in  all  its  unveiled  majesty.  The 
French  invasion  marred  the  scheme  of 
questionable  artificial  amelioration,  for 
the  very  irregularity  and  meanness  of 
the  buildings  around  render  the  aque- 
duct the  emphatic  feature,  as  it  soars 
larger  and  nobler  by  the  force  of 
contrast. 

Older  than  the  aqueduct  is  a rude 
statue  either  of  Hercules  or  of  a hunter 
with  a boar’s  head,  which  is  imbedded 
in  the  staircase  wall  of  a tower  in 
Santo  Domingo  el  real.  This  convent, 
once  called  la  Casa  de  Hercules,  was 
given  to  the  nuns  in  1513.  The  antique 
has  been  whitewashed,  and  is  despised. 
Nothing  more  is  known  of  its  origin, 
than  of  two  of  the  Toros  de  Guisando 
breed  (see  p.  459),  which  remained 
exposed  to  street  injury.  The  larger 
was  called  el  Marram  de  Piedra,  the 
smaller  la  Marrana  or  sow,  the  sex 
being  assumed. 

Next  visit  the  cathedral,  a noble 
florid  Gothic  pile,  built  of  beautiful 
warm-coloured  stone,  which  is  seen  to 
great  advantage  from  the  curious  old 
irregular  plaza.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  Spain  and  deserves  great  attention ; 
like  our  Bath  church  of  1522,  it  was 
the  last  of  the  pure  gothic  cathedrals : 
that  style  died  like  a dolphin,  setting 
as  a southern  sun  in  all  its  glories, 
without  twilight  or  decrepitude ; the 
square  tower,  crowned  with  a cupola, 
rises  330  feet  high,  having  been  low- 
ered 22  feet  from  fears  of  lightning. 
Ascend  it,  as  the  panorama  over  the 
city,  gardens,  convents,  gigantic  aque- 
duct, and  mountain  distances,  is  su- 
perb. The  older  cathedral  was  almost 
destroyed  by  the  reformers  on  Comu- 
neros  in  May  1520,  who  commenced 
business  by  pulling  down  churches, 
hanging  the  authorities,  plundering 
the  rich,  and  burning  houses  for  the 
public  good. 

The  new  building  was  begun  in 
1525  by  Juan  Gil  de  Ontanon  and  his 
son  Rodrigo,  their  beautiful  cathedral 
at  Salamanca  (see  p.  294)  having  been 
chosen  as  a model.  The  W.  front  of 
the  exterior  is  perhaps  somewhat  bald 
and  unornamented,  while  the  E.  end  is 


over  crocketed,  and  the  pinnacles 
small ; the  interior,  however,  is  light 
and  very  striking  from  the  simple, 
bold,  and  well-arranged  designs  of  the 
arches  and  vaulting ; most  of  the  win- 
dows are  filled  with  stained  glass  of 
fine  colours.  The  high  altar  is  en- 
closed by  lofty  iron  railings  relieved 
by  gilding,  somewhat  after  the  exqui- 
site purcloses  of  the  Certosa  of  Pavia. 
The  great  retahlo,  composed  of  pre- 
cious marbles,  was  put  up  for  Charles 
III.  by  Sabatini.  The  trascoro  is  en- 
riched with  the  salmon-coloured  mar- 
bles of  which  the  beautiful  diamond- 
formed  pavement  is  partly  composed. 
The  ancient  sepulchral  tombs  were 
carted  out  and  lumbered  up  near  the 
entrance.  Among  them  is  the  last 
memorial  to  Rodrigo  Gil,  obt.  1577. 
Near  the  gate  of  San  Frutos  is  a mag- 
nificent retablo  by  Juni  in  all  his 
daring  manner  of  1571.  The  figures 
are  larger  than  life,  and  the  sentiment 
is  the  profound  and  terrible  grief  of 
the  Virgin. 

The  cheerful  Gothic  cloisters  be- 
longed to  the  former  cathedral ; they 
were  taken  down,  and  put  up  again 
by  Juan  Campero  in  1524,  a triumph 
of  art.  Among  the  sepulchres  observe 
that  of  Diego  de  Covarrubias,  obt. 
1576.  The  fine  prelate  with  closed 
eyes  and  clasped  hands  is  arrayed  in 
pontificalibus.  Remark  also  the  tomb 
of  the  Infante  Don  Pedro,  son  of  Hen- 
rique  II.  He  was  let  fell  from  the 
window  of  the  Alcazar  in  1366  by  his 
nurse.  Judging  from  his  statue,  he 
must  have  been  a fine  baby  for  nine 
years  old.  Here  also  lies  Maria  Sal- 
tos,  a frail  beautiful  Jewess  by  creed, 
but  Christian  in  heart ; she  was  about 
to  be  cast  from  a rock  (see  p.  478)  for 
adultery,  when  she  invoked  the  Vir- 
gin, who  visibly  appeared  and  let  her 
down  gently.  She  was  then  baptized 
Maria  del  Salto,  of  the  Leap,  became  a 
saint,  and  died  in  1237.  See  Colme- 
nares,  chr.  21. 

The  Alcazar  in  which  Gil  Bias  was 
confined,  for  Le  Sage  like  Cervantes 
has  given  an  historical  and  local  habi- 
tation to  the  airy  nothings  of  fancy, 
rises  like  the  prow  of  Segovia  over 
the  waters-meet  below.  The  great 
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keep  is  studded  with  those  bartizans 
or  turrets  at  the  angles  which  are  so 
common  in  Castilian  castles,  but  the 
slate  and  French-like  roofs  in  other 
portions  mar  the  effect.  The  building 
was  originally  Moorish,  and  was  mag- 
nificently repaired  in  1452-58  by  Hen- 
rique  IV.,  who  resided  and  kept  his 
treasures  in  it.  At  his  death  the 
governor  Andrd  de  Cabrera,  husband 
of  Beatrice  de  Bobadilla,  the  early 
friend  of  Isabella,  held  the  fortress 
and  money  for  her,  and  thereby  much 
contributed  to  her  accession.  From 
this  Alcazar  Dec.  13,  1474,  she  pro- 
ceeded in  state  and  was  proclaimed 
Queen  of  Castile.  In  1476  the  Sego- 
vian  mob  rose  against  this  Cabrera, 
when  the  queen  rode  out  among  them 
alone,  like  our  Richard  II.  from  the 
Tower,  and  at  once  awed  the  Jack 
Cades  by  her  presence  of  mind  and 
majesty.  Charles  V.,  pleased  with 
the  Alcazar’s  resistance  to  the  Comu- 
neros  in  1 520,  kept  it  up,  and  his  son 
Philip  II.  redecorated  the  saloons. 
The  tower  was  converted  into  a state 
prison  by  Philip  V.,  who  confined  in 
it  the  Dutch  charlatan  Ripperda,  who 
bad  risen  from  nothing  to  be  premier. 
The  Alcazar  was  ceded  to  the  crown 
in  1764  by  the  hereditary  Alcaide,  the 
Conde  de  Chinchon,  whose  ancestor 
had  so  hospitably  welcomed  in  it  our 
Charles  I.  He  lodged  there  Wednes- 
day, 13th  Sept.  1623,  and  supped,  says 
the  record,  on  “ certaine  trouts  of  ex- 
traordinary greatnesse.”  The  castle 
palace  was  at  last  made  into  an  artil- 
lery college,  and  as  it  is  one  of  the 
few  in  Spain  which  the  French  did 
not  destroy,  remains  as  a specimen  of 
what  so  many  others  were  before  their 
invasion.  The  general  character  is 
Gotho-Moorish : the  ceilings  and  cor- 
nices and  friezes  are  splendidly  gilt, 
especially  in  the  Sola  de  Trono  and 
Sala  de  Recibimiento  ; the  inscriptions 
in  one  room  give  the  names  of  many 
kings  and  queens  from  Catalina,  1412, 
down  to  Philip  II.,  1592,  whose  shield 
quarters  the  arms  of  England  in  right 
of  his  wife,  our  Mary.  In  the  Sala 
de  los  Reyes  (from  the  window  of 
which  the  infante  was  let  fall)  are 
some  singular  statues  of  Spanish  kings, 


which  were  begun  by  Alonso  IX., 
continued  in  1442  by  Henrique  IV., 
and  added  to  in  1587  by  Philip  II. 
The  inscriptions  were  prepared  by 
Garibay  the  historian,  in  1595,  Philip 
himself  correcting  the  rough  copies. 
The  Pieza  del  Cordon  is  a singular 
trunk-headed  saloon  in  which  Alonso 
el  Sabio  ventured  to  doubt  the  sun’s 
moving  round  the  earth,  whereupon 
his  astronomical  studies  were  inter- 
rupted by  a flash  of  lightning,  in  me- 
morial of  which,  and  as  a warning 
for  the  future,  the  rope  of  St.  Francis 
was  modelled  and  put  up.  The  king 
had  worn  it  as  a penance.  The  chapel 
contains  some  fine  arabesques : the 
views  from  the  windows  are  striking, 
although  not  quite  so  floral  and  pic- 
turesque as  represented  to  Gil  Bias 
by  the  governor,  who  somewhat  over- 
coloured  things  for  the  honour  of 
Castile. 

Descend  we  now  to  the  Eresma  by 
Puerta  Castellana,  look  up  at  the 
quaint  Alcazar  from  the  Fuencida, 
near  the  Clamnres,  now  doubly  clamor- 
ous from  chattering  washerwomen, 
the  Naiades  of  the  rustling  stream. 
The  cliff  above  Fuencisla,  Fons  stil- 
lans,  was  called  La  Peiia  tjrajera,  be- 
cause the  crows  nestled  there  to  pick 
the  bodies  of  criminals  cast  down  from 
this  Tarpeian  rock.  The  cypress  op- 
posite the  Carmelitas  descalzas  marks 
the  spot  where  Maria  Saltos  (see  p. 
477)  lighted  unhurt;  and  in  the  chapel 
is  the  identical  image  of  the  Virgin 
which  saved  her.  The  image  was  mi- 
raculously concealed  during  the  time 
the  Moors  possessed  Segovia,  but  re-ap- 
peared on  this  site  when  the  Christians 
recovered  the  town,  and  thereupon  the 
convent  was  built  and  richly  endowed. 

Now  turn  to  the  1.  up  the  valley  of 
the  Eresma  to  the  Casa  de  Moneda,  or 
mint,  which  was  founded  by  Alonso 
VII.,  rebuilt  by  Henrique  IV.  in  1455, 
and  repaired  and  fitted  with  German 
machinery  by  Philip  II.  in  1586. 
Formerly  all  the  national  coinage  was 
struck  here,  as  the  river  afforded 
water-power,  and  the  adjoining  Alca- 
zar was  the  treasury : in  1730  the  gold 
and  silver  coinage  was  transferred  to 
Madrid : now  nothing  is  struck  but 
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copper,  and  for  this  Segovia  is  ill- 
selected,  as  the  distance  is  so  great  to 
Rio  Tiuto,  from  whence  the  metal  is 
brought.  Adjoining  on  a slope  is  la 
Vera  Cruz,  a very  curious  church, 
built  in  1204  by  the  Templars,  but 
now  going  to  ruin : observe  the  octagon 
forms  ana  the  square  tower. 

Higher  up  is  the  Parral,  a once 
wealthy  Jeronomite  convent,  which 
nestles  amid  vines  and  gardens,  under  a 
barren  rock,  hence  its  name  and  the 
proverb,  Las  kuertas  del  Parral  pa- 
raiso  terrenal.  It  was  built  in  1494,  by 
JuanGallego:  observe  the  portal ; the 
superb  Coro  was  raised  in  1494,  by 
Juan  de  Ruesga;  the  walnut  silleria 
was  elaborately  carved  in  1526,  by 
Bartolome  Fernandez ; the  retablo 
mayor  was  painted  in  1526,  by  Diego 
de  Urbina,  for  the  Pacheco  family,  of 
whom  Juan,  the  celebrated  Marques  de 
Villena,  fonnded  this  convent  on  the 
site  of  a celebrated  duel  where,  asi 
cuenta  la  historia,  he  defeated  three 
antagonists.  The  superb  sepulchres  of 
Juan  and  his  wife  Maria,  kneeling 
with  an  attendant,  have  been  barba- 
rously whitewashed.  The  cloister  and 
ceilings  of  the  library  and  refectory 
are  worth  notice  ; the  tower  was  raised 
29  ft.  in  1529,  by  Juan  Campero. 

The  Museo  Provincial  is  placed  in 
the  episcopal  palace  opposite  San  Este- 
ban ; it  contains  mere  rubbish,  consist- 
ing principally  of  bad  and  damaged 
portraits  of  monks  and  nuns,  their 
legends  and  miracles ; some  of  the 
Latin  couplets  under  the  portraits 
afford  ludicrous  specimens  of  monkish 
invention,  style,  and  prosody.  Sego- 
via, however,  itself  is  a museum  to  the 
antiquarian  ecclesiologist  ;*  observe 
the  Santa  Cruz,  or  Dominican  convent, 
which  was  founded  by  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  as  the  tanto  monta  motto  indi- 
cates; the  reja  and  retablo  were  given 
in  1557,  by  Philip  II.  In  San  Juan 
are  the  tombs  of  many  of  the  Segovian 
Conquistadores  of  Madrid ; e.  g.  Diez 
Sanz,  Fernan  Garcia,  etc.  Here  also 
lies  the  historian  of  Segovia,  Col- 
menares,  ob.  Jan,  29, 1651.  The  portal 
of  San  Martin  is  curious ; observe  the 
tombs  of  Gonzalo  Herrera  and  of  his 
wife : the  architect  may  look  at  a 


pretty  arimez  window  in  the  Casa  de 
Seyovia,  at  the  bishop’s  palace,  with 
granite  front  and  figures  of  Hercules : 
observe  also  the  tower  in  the  Plaza  de 
San  Esteban,  with  the  Saxon  arches, 
capacious  capitals,  and  open  corredor, 
in  the  church  in  which  Juan  Sanchez 
de  Zuazo  is  buried  (see  p.  1 3).  The 
Puerta  de  Santiago  is  Moorish ; the 
granite  portals  and  peculiar  Toledan 
ball  ornaments  prevail  in  Segovia ; the 
gate  of  San  Andres  is  quite  a picture. 

Segovia  was  entered  by  Gen.  Frere, 
June  7,  1808,  who,  notwithstanding  no 
sort  of  resistance  was  made,  sacked  it, 
a la  Medellin ; for  he  too,  like  his 
model,  Victor,  began  life  as  a drum- 
mer boy.  See,  for  sad  details,  Schepe- 
ler,  i.  424.  Its  prosperity  depended  on 
its  staple,  wool,  but  then  the  flocks 
were  eaten  up  by  the  wolf,  and  now 
only  a few  poor  cloth  manufactories 
languish  in  the  suburb  San  Lorenzo. 
In  1829  some  improved  machinery 
was  introduced,  which  the  hand-loom 
weavers  destroyed.  The  Cabanas,  or 
sheep-flocks  of  Segovia,  furnished  the 
fleeces,  and  the  Eresma,  a peculiar 
water  for  washing  the  wool : for  Me- 
rinos and  the  Mesta,  see  p.  252.  The 
sheep-washings  and  shearings  were 
formerly  the  grand  attractions  of  the 
place  ; the  vast  flocks  of  the  monks  of 
the  Escorial,  el  Paular,  mid  other  pro- 
prietors, were  driven  in  May  into  large 
Esquileos,  or  quadrangles  of  two 
stories,  over  which  a “ Factor  ” pre- 
sided. First,  the  sheep  went  into  the 
Sudadero,  and  when  well  sweated  had 
their  legs  tied  by  Ligadores,  who 
handed  them  over  to  the  shearers,  each 
of  whom  could  clip  from  8 to  10  sheep 
a day.  When  shorn,  the  animals  next 
were  taken  to  the  Empegadero,  to  be 
tarred  and  branded;  after  which  the 
whole  lot  were  looked  over  by  the 
Capatazes,  or  head  shepherds,  when 
the  old  and  useless  were  selected  for 
the  butcher  ; the  spared  were  carefully 
attended  to,  as  being  liable  to  take  cold 
after  the  shearing,  and  die.  During 
all  these  processes,  food  and  drink 
were  plentifully  carried  about  to  all 
employed,  by  persons  called  Echaoivos. 
The  wool  is  sorted  by  Recibidores,  and 
the  bad,  las  Cardas,  set  aside.  The 


:ed  by  Google 


480 


HOCTE  103. — SEGOVIA  TO  ARANDA. 


Sect.  XI. 


pila,  or  produce,  if  sold  at  once,  is  then 
•weighed,  or  if  destined  to  be  washed 
is  sent  to  the  Lavadero.  There  are 
three  different  classes  of  wool,  which 
are  determined  by  an  appraiser,  the 
apartador,  of  whom  there  is  a guild  at 
Segovia.  The  value  has  fallen  off 
since  the  invasion,  as  from  8 to  3 ; 
then,  too,  many  barns  and  buildings 
were  destroyed,  which,  from  want  of 
capital,  have  never  been  restored ; the 
subsequent  loss  of  South  America  com- 
pleted the  ruin.  The  common  cloth 
made  here  was  coarse,  but  strong;  a 
little,  however,  of  a finer  sort,  called 
bicuna,  from  a sort  of  Guanaco  or 
South  American  goat,  was  made  for 
the  rich  clergy,  with  a soft  nap ; now 
those  customers  have  ceased.  The 
extent,  however,  of  the  former  boasted 
commerce  must  be  somewhat  dis- 
counted, for  the  real  staples  were  coarse 
Xergas  (Arabice  Xercas),  serges  and 
PaTios  pardos : these,  in  the  time  of 
Juan  II.,  sold  only  for  40  maravedis 
the  yard,  while  cloth  of  Florence 
fetched  167,  and  fine  scarlet  of  London 
400 ; in  fact,  the  home  manufactures 
were  only  used  by  the  poor,  and  for 
liveries,  while  the  rich,  as  now,  im- 
ported everything  of  a better  quality 
from  abroad.  Yet  anti -manufacturing 
Spain  prides  herself  in  the  order  of  the 
Golden  Fleece,  forgetting  that  it  was 
established  by  the  good  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy, to  mark  his  preference  for  his 
rich,  manufacturing,  intelligent  towns, 
over  a poor,  proud,  indolent  and  igno- 
rant feudal  nobility — a feeling  diame- 
trically opposed  to  genuine  Spanish 
notions.  Pecus,  unde  Pecunia,  was 
the  secret  of  the  power  of  Bruges  and 
Ghent,  and  the  Golden  Fleece,  the 
symbol  of  the  commercial  Argonauts, 
became,  like  our  Woolsack,  the  “ cant- 
ing ” charge  of  a woollen  staple. 
Again,  strictly  speaking,  Spain  has  no 
right  to  this  order,  which  passed  with 
the  Low  Countries  to  Austria.  Ne- 
vertheless, having  lost  the  substance 
she  clings  to  the  form,  for  neither  na- 
tions nor  individuals  like  to  relinquish 
even  the  semblance  of  title  or  power. 

There  is  a direct  road  from  Madrid 
to  Segovia  by  San  Rafael,  17  L., 
which  leaves  the  Escorial  to  the  1. ; 


it  is  often  impassable  during  winter 
from  the  snow,  but  in  summer  a dili- 
gence runs  backwards  and  forwards, 
starting  from  El  Meson  de  los  Huevos. 
Those  who  wish  to  visit  El  Paular 
may  rejoin  the  high  road  to  Madrid  at 
Buitrago,  a very  ancient  walled  town 
on  the  trout-stream  Lozoya : population 
about  400.  5 L.  from  lienee,  on  the 

road  to  Guadalajara,  is  Uceda,  another 
most  ancient  but  now  decayed  walled 
town  on  the  Jarama,  population  700, 
where  also  there  is  excellent  trout- 
fishing. Uceda  was  once  an  important 
city,  and  its  castle  has  been  the  prison 
of  eminent  men ; in  it  Ximenez  was 
confined  by  Carillo,  Archbishop  of 
Toledo,  who  resented  his  acceptation 
of  the  arch-priesthood  of  Uceda,  given 
him  at  Rome  in  1473  by  Paul  II. 
X^jnenez  refused  to  succumb,  and  after 
six  years’  resistance  succeeded  in  keep- 
ing the  benefice.  Here  again  the  Great 
Duke  of  Alva,  after  his  failure  in  the 
Low  Countries,  was  banished  by  Philip 
II.  until  his  services  were  required  to 
conquer  Portugal.  Near  Uceda,  in  a 
mountain  defile,  is  the  hamlet  Patones, 
in  which  during  the  Moorish  dominion 
a Christian  population  lived  unmo- 
lested, secure  in  their  obscurity.  TTiey 
elected  among  themselves  a sovereign, 
or  rather  a sheikh,  and  the  title  of  Ray 
de  Patones,  “ king  of  big  ducks,”  be- 
came hereditary  in  the  family  of 
Prieto;  but  when  the  real  monarch 
came  to  live  at  Madrid,  the  Patonese, 
from  a sense  of  the  ludicrous  contrast, 
dethroned  their  titular,  and  simply  en- 
titled him  Justicia,  “the  Justice.” 
Near  Prieto  is  a stalactitical  grotto 
called  la  Cuena  de  Requerillo. 
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Culiillo 21  ..  5 

San  Pedro  de  Gailloa  . . 2 . . 7 

Sepulveda 1 ..  R 

Boceeuillaa  .....  2 ..  10 

Aranda 7 ..  17 


This  route  is  altogether  uninterest- 
ing. Sepulveda,  one  of  the  most  an- 
cient of  Castilian  towns,  is  now  much 
decayed  : population  under  1600.  It 
is  pleasantly  placed  on  the  confluence 
of  the  Duraton  and  Castillo,  under  the 
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hills,  with  gardens,  alamedas,  and  pas- 
tures. It  was  recovered  from  the  Moors 
by  theConde  Fernan  Gonzalez  in  913, 
who  granted  it  municipal  rights.  These 
Fueros  de  Sepulveda,  from  their  well- 
considered  provisions  and  precedence 
in  point  of  time,  became  the  models  of 
many  of  the  earliest  charters  of  Spanish 
cities. 

For  Aranda  del  Duero,  see  R.  116. 

Those  who  are  going  to  France  from 
Madrid  will  do  well  to  take  R.  79,  80. 

excursions  from  Madrid — continued. 

None  should  fail  to  visit  Toledo,  the 
imperial  capital  of  the  Goths,  and 
Aranjuez,  the  happy  valley  of  Castile. 
Those  who  are  going  to  Valencia 
should  thence  pass  on  to  Cuenca  and 
Albarracin ; and  even  those  who  return 
yo  Madrid,  if  they  have  time,  are  ad- 
mised  to  make  the  detour  by  Cuenca „ 
gTeruel,  the  baths  of  Sacedon  and  Gua- 
dalajara (see  Index).  There  are  two 
means  of  coaching  it  from  Madrid  to 
Toledo:  a diligence  starts  from  the 
Poms  Peninsutares,  Calle  de  Alcala, 
about  7 A.M.,  reaches  Aranjuez  at  11^, 
Staffs  again  at  1 p.m.,  and  gets  to  To- 
ledo about  5^ : the  second  and  more 
dlfect,  although  few  go  by  it,  is  as 
fallows : — 
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A diligence  starts  from  No.  10,  Plaza 
del  Progreso,  Madrid.  The  road,  if 
road  it  can  be  called,  is  often  only  a 
cart-track  carried  over  desert-like 
plains,  which  in  summer  are  clouded 
with  dust,  and  in  winter  are  ankle-deep 
in  mud;  a new  cairetera  is  contem- 
plated. 

Leaving  the  court  by  the  bridge  of 
Toledo,  after  passing  Caravanchel  de 
Arriba,  we  reach  Getafe:  population 
2500.  This  miserable  specimen  of  a 
Castilian  country  town  has  an  enor- 
mous jparroquia,  and  a retablo  filled 
with  fine  pictures  of  the  life  of  Mag- 
dalen by  Alonso  Cano,  lllescas,  illic 

Sp. 


non  quiescas,  say  creeping  things,  is  an 
equally  wretched  place,  in  which  a 
guisado  of  cat  was  served  up  to  Gil 
Bias  instead  of  a hare.  The  Santa  Ma- 
ria has  a fine  Moorish  belfry,  which  the 
natives  have  disfigured  with  a modern 
painted  roof.  The  once  superb  Fran- 
ciscan convent  was  gutted  by  the  in- 
vaders, who  must  have  thought,  when 
they  compared  the  pomp  of  the  ma- 
sonry-built churches  to  the  mud  hovels 
around,  that  Spanish  laymen  were  only 
created  to  support  priests.  lllescas 
possesses  a miraculous  Virgin,  called 
la  de  la  Caridad,  with  a pillar  : see  a 
4to.  on  its  virtues,  Manifiesto  de  la  Co- 
lumna,  Gaspar  Jesus  Maria,  Mad.  1709. 
The  handsome  chapel  in  the  hospital 
has  some  pictures  by  El  Greco.  About 
2 L.  from  lllescas  and  4 from  Madrid, 
in  the  despoblado  de  Humanejos,  be- 
tween Perla  and  Torrejoncillo  de  la 
Calzada,  is  an  interesting  Moorish  ruiu 
with  striated  engrailed  arches,  such  as 
occur  in  the  Mezquita  at  Cordova. 
Olios  resembles  the  preceding  places 
in  poverty  and  discomfort:  here  also 
is  a hospital  for  those  who  sicken  by 
the  dreary  way. 

TOLEDO. — The  best  inns  are  Po- 
sada del  Mirador , on  the  E.  entrance, 
and  in  the  town  Fonda  de  los  Caballe- 
ros, or  la  Caridad,  Calle  Orno  de  la 
Magdalena,  No.  1,  kept  by  Eugenio 
Ruano;  there  was  some  talk  of  his 
moving  to  the  Plaza  de  la  Constitucion. 
The  Fonda  del  Lino,  at  the  corner  of 
the  Calle  Santa  Justa,  is  indifferent. 

Toledo  is  the  capital  of  its  district, 
whose  hilly  portions,  la  Sierra  or  los 
Montes  de  Toledo,  which  divide  the 
basins  of  the  Tagus  and  Guadiana,  ex- 
tend over  40  L.,  and  were  once  covered 
with  timber,  which  has  been  cut  for 
building  and  fuel  for  Madrid,  and 
never  replanted.  Full  details  will 
be  found  iu  the  ‘ Memorias’  of  Eu- 
genio Larruga,  vols.  5 to  10.  To- 
ledo, now  slighted  for  upstart  Ma- 
drid, was  the  chosen  city  of  the  early 
annalists  and  antiquarians.  The  best 
works  to  consult  are,  ‘ Summi  Templi 
Toletani  Descriptio,’  Bias  Ortiz,  duo., 
ToL  1549;  ‘ Historia  y Description,' 
Pedro  de  Alcocer,  fol.,  Tol.  1554; 

4 Descripcion  de  Toledo,’  by  Francisco 
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de  Pisa,  but  edited  by  Tomas  Tamaio 
de  Vargas,  fol.,  Tol.  1617  ; 4 La  Pri- 
macia  de  Toledo,'  Diego  de  Castejon 
Fonseca,  fol.,  2 vols.  Mad.  1645  ; 4 Los 
Santos  de  Toledo,’  Antonio  de  Quintana 
Duenas,  fol.,  Tol.  1651  ; 4 Historia  de 
Toledo’  Pedro  de  Rojas,  Conde  de 
Mora,  fol.,  2 vols..  Mad.  1654-63  ; 4 Los 
Reyes  Nuevos  de  Toledo,’  Christobal 
Lozano,  4to.,  1667,  or  the  lateredition, 
4to.,  Mad.  1764;  4 Esp.  Say.’  v.  vi. ; 
Ponz,  4 Viaye,’  i. ; and  4 Toledo  Pinto- 
resca,’  Jose  Amador  de  los  Rios,  the 
last  and  most  useful. 

Imperial  Toledo,  the  navel  of  the 
Peniusula,  44  the  crown  of  Spain,  the 
light  of  the  whole  world,  free  from  the 
time  of  the  mighty  Goths,”  as  its  son 
Padilla  addressed  it,  is  a city  of  the 
past.  When  seen  from  afar,  nothing 
can  be  more  imposing,  but  there  is 
rottenness  in  the  core.  This  Durham 
of  a once  golden  hierarchy  is  in  perfect 
contrast  with  the  modern  capital,  for 
here  everything  is  solid,  venerable,  and 
antique.  It  has  not  been  run  up  by 
academicians  to  please  the  hurry  of 
a king’s  caprice,  but  is  built  like  a 
rock,  and  on  a rock.  Like  Rome,  it 
stands  on  seven  hills,  and  is  about  2400 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The 
Tagus,  boiling  through  the  rent  or  Tajo 
of  the  granite  mountain,  girdles  it 
around,  just  leaving  one  approach  by 
the  land  side,  which  is  defended  by 
Moorish  towers  and  walls.  Inside, 
the  streets,  or  rather  lanes,  are  irregu- 
lar, steep,  and  tortuous ; but  such  in- 
tentional intricacy  rendered  them  easy 
to  defend  when  attacked,  and  kept 
them  cool  in  summer.  The  houses 
are  massive  and  Moorish-like;  each 
family  lives  in  its  own  secluded  castle, 
and  not  in  flats  or  apartments  as  at 
Madrid.  Here  again  we  find  the  ori- 
ental patio,  over  which  awnings  are 
drawn  in  summer,  as  at  Seville.  Their 
areas  are  kept  very  clean,  as  the  rain- 
water is  collected  from  them  for  do- 
mestic uses.  Toledo,  although  defi-  j 
cient  in  water,  is  a clean  town.  It  is  ! 
bitter  cold  in  winter  and  hot  in  sum-  j 
mer.  The  hills  reflect  back  the  sun’s  j 
rays,  but  the  river-meadows  are  plea-  J 
sant ; and  the  Tagus  is  indeed  a river,  ! 
and  not  a dry  ditch  like  the  Manza- 


l nares.  The  Toledans,  like  their  houses, 
are  solid  and  trustworthy  old  Castilians, 
and  muy  hombres  de  bien.  Here  the 
glorious  Castellano  is  spoken  in  all  its 
purity  of  grammar  and  pronunciation, 
which  is  slow  and  guttural. 

In  the  heart  of  the  city  towers  the 
cathedral,  around  which  cluster  mul- 
titudinous churches  and  convents,  many 
now  silent  as  tombs.  Even  Salamanca, 
a city  of  learning,  was  scarcely  more 
hardly  treated  by  the  invaders  than 
Toledo,  the  see  of  the  primate.  What 
the  foreign  foe  began,  the  domestic  re- 
former completed,  as,  by  the  appropria- 
tion of  ecclesiastical  revenues,  the 
means  were  taken  away  by  which  this 
priestly  capital  existed;  now  they  are 
partly  restored,  but  the  die  is  cast,  and 
Toledo  will  decay  and  become  a Thebes, 
in  which  the  untenanted  temples  alone 
remain.  Formerly  it  contained,  besides 
the  cathedral,  20  parish  and  6 Muzara- 
bic  churches,  9 chapels,  .3  colleges,  14 
convents,  23  nunneries,  9 hospitals  for 
males,  1 for  females,  and  9 chapels, 
a tolerable  spiritual  provision  for  a 
population  now  dwindled  down  front 
200,000  to  15,000. 

The  foundation  of  Toledo  is  of 
course  ascribed  to  Hercules,  i.  e.  the 
Phoenicians ; others,  however,  prefer 
Tubal,  who  built  it  143  years  to  a 
day  after  the  deluge ; nor  have  its 
townsfolk  yet  forgiven  the  Abbe  de 
Vayrac  for  saying  that  they  boasted 
that  44  Adam  was  the  first  king  of 
Toledo,  and  the  newly  created  sun 
rose  over  this  spot,  because  the  centre 
and  throne  of  the  world.”  Be  that  as 
it  may,  Toledo,  when  taken  by  Marius 
Fulvius,  U.  C.  561,  193  B.C.,  was 
44  urbs  parva  sed  loco  munita”  (Livy, 
xxxv.  22).  The  name  has  been  de- 
rived from  Toledoth,  the  Hebrew  “city 
of  generations,”  as  having  been  their 
place  of  refuge  when  Jerusalem  was 
taken  by  Nebuchadnezzar.  No  doubt 
many  Jews  did  fly  to  44  Tarshish,"  to 
the  “uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,”  in 
order  to  escape  the  calamities  in  Pales- 
tine ; and  certainly  when  Toledo  was 
first  taken  by  the  Moors  it  was  filled 
with  Hebrews,  or,  as  they  called  them, 
44  Amalekites,”  who,  resenting  the 
Gothic  persecution,  facilitated  the  pro- 
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gress  of  the  Berbers,  who  themselves 
were  half  Jews  aud  half  Pagans. 
The  extraordinary  spoil,  as  detailed 
in  * Moh.  D.’  ii.  7,  and  Conde,  i.  38, 
proves  how  rich  the  city  then  was. 

Coude  interprets  Toledo,  quasi  To- 
laitola,  “ alturu  perfectum,”  or  atalaya 
grande,  from  the  Arabic  attalah,  a 
place  of  look-out,  anu  to  this  day  the 
Alcazar  towers  nobly  over  the  city, 
its  beacon  and  sentinel.  I-eovigildo, 
under  whom  the  Gothic  monarchy  was 
consolidated,  removed  his  court  from 
Seville,  and  made  Toledo  the  capital 
of  Spain.  His  successor,  Recaredo, 
brought  the  kingdom  entirely  into  the 
Christian  fold,  and  hence  here  were 
held  so  many  of  those  important  coun- 
cils which  give  such  insight  into  the 
spirit  and  condition  of  that  age,  for 
they  in  reality  were  convocations  and 
parliaments,  as  the  sacerdotal  aristo- 
cracy united  social  and  civil  supre- 
macy. The  Goths,  who  have  been 
unjustly  stigmatised  as  destructive 
barbarians,  repaired  and  improved  the 
city,  bridges,  and  Roman  walls,  por- 
tions of  which  exist,  for  Toledo  was 
one  of  the  few  towns  exempted  from 
the  decree  of  Witiza,  by  which  so 
many  others  were  simultaneously  dis- 
mantled, as  if  to  render  conquest  easier 
to  the  invader.  But  history  iu  Spain 
is  always  reproducing  itself ; compare 
the  similar  policy  of  Cato  (App.  ‘ B.  H.’ 
467  ; Livy,  xxxiv.  17). 

Wamba  was  the  benefactor  of  To- 
ledo, as  is  recorded  in  the  inscription 
over  the  great  gate,  “ Erexit  fautore 
Deo  rex  inclytus  urbem,  Wamba." 
This  is  indeed  “ a long  time  ago,"  for 
Wamba  is  the  Japetus  of  Spain,  and 
the  phrase  en  el  tiempo  del  Key  Wamba 
proverbially  denotes  a date  beyond 
legal  memory,  as  “ old  as  the  hills,” 
an  temps  ou  la  Heine  Berthe  Jiluit. 
Wamba  was  half  poisoned  in  687  by 
Ervigius,  and,  when  supposed  to  be 
dead,  was  clad  as  usual  in  a monk’s 
dress  for  burial ; and,  therefore,  when 
he  recovered,  was  compelled  to  con- 
tinue the  cowl.  The  quarrels  between 
the  usurper  and  rightful  heirs  weakened 
the  Gothic  government,  and  enabled 
the  Moors,  in  714,  to  subdue  the  di- 
vided kingdom,  just  as  afterwards,  in 


1492,  the  dissensions  of  the  Moslems 
paved  the  way  to  their  final  defeat  by 
Ferdinand  aud  Isaliella.  The  Jews 
of  Toledo,  when  their  Moorish  friends 
seized  their  money,  turned  to  the 
avenging  Christian,  and  facilitated  the 
conquest  of  the  city,  in  1085,  by  Alonso 
j VI.,  who  thereupon  took  the  title  of 
| Emperor  of  Toledo,  giving  “ himself 
: seated  ou  an  imperial  throne  ” for  the 
bearing  on  its  shield,  and  naming  the 
Cid  as 'its  first  Alcaide.  Toledo,  ho- 
noured by  the  sovereign  and  made  the 
I primacy  of  a rich  clergy,  was  always 
loyal ; thus,  when  Burgos  disputed  its 
new  precedence  in  Cortes,  Alonso  XI. 
exclaimed,  “ Let  Burgos  speak  first;  I 
will  speak  for  Toledo,  which  will  do 
what  1 wish.” 

First  walk  round  this  most  pictu- 
resque old  city,  beginning  at  the  north- 
eastern land  approach  ; descend  to  the 
Pueria  del  Sal,  a rich  Moorish  gate  of 
granite  horseshoe  arches,  with  upper 
intersecting  ones  of  red  brick,  and  fol- 
low the  old  road  which  winds  down  by 
: the  church  of  Santiago;  observe  its 
• courtyard,  portico,  aud  absis ; thence 
pass  on  to  the  Pueria  de  Visayru,  now 
| blocked  up,  and  therefore  called  la 
| Puerta  lodada.  With  regard  to  the 
walls,  there  are  two  circuinvallatious ; 
the  inner,  built  by  Wamba,  runs  up 
from  the  bridge  of  Alcantara  under  the 
1 Alcazar,  by  the  gate  of  Dace  cantos,  to 
the  back  of  the  Carmen  calzado,  to  the 
bridge,  to  the  gates  of  Santa  Cruz  and 
Camhron,  and  thence  to  the  bridge  of 
San  Martin  ; w hile  the  outer  line,  built 
in  1109  by  Alonso  VI.,  which  also 
begins  at  the  Alcantara  bridge,  keeps 
in  the  hollow  by  Las  Covachuelas 
to  the  present  new  gate,  continuing 
thence  to  the  Puerta  Lodada.  and  then 
joining  the  old  wall  near  El  Nuncio, 
and  thus  enclosing  the  former  Moorish 
gate.  The  name  Visayra,  said  by  some 
to  be  Via  sacra,  the  road  by  which 
Alonso  entered  in  triumph,  is  simply 
Bib  Sakra,  Arabice  “ gate  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  rich  cereal  aud  pastoral 
district  lietween  Illescas  and  Aranjuez 
is  still  called  La  Sayra,  Arabice  “ the 
open  country,  the  support.”  Others 
read  in  it  the  Hebrew  Sahar,  “ bright,” 
as  being  the  E.  gate,  on  which  the 
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rising  sun  would  shine,  and  through 
which  “those  who  went  out  early,” 
saharaim,  would  pass. 

The  new  gate  was  built  in  1575  by 
Philip  II.,  who  adorned  it  with  the 
eagle  and  shield  of  Charles  V.,  the 
guardian  St.  Michael,  and  statues  by 
Berruguete.  Read  Philip’s  inscription. 
Observe  also  the  image  of  San  Eugenio, 
one  of  the  tutelars  of  the  city : sent  by 
St  Denis  to  Spain,  a.d.  65,  he  became  j 
Bishop  of  Toledo,  but,  going  back  to 
France,  was  murdered  at  St.  Denis. 
His  body,  however,  was  discovered  by 
Ramon,  a Frenchman,  and  second  arch- 
bishop of  Toledo,  who  brought  the 
right  arm  here  in  1156,  and  Philip  II. 
obtained  the  rest  from  Charles  IX. 
Thus  the  parts  were  reunited  Nov.  18, 
1565,  after  1468  years  of  separation 
(see  Pisa,  84,  and  ‘ Esp.  Sag.,’  v.  224). 

The  Alameda  outside  this  gate  was 
planted  in  1826  by  the  Corregidor 
Navqrro,  who  laid  out  the  gardens  and 
Plazuelade  Marchan,  buttne  statues  Of 
Toledan  kings  are  bad  and  heavy.  In 
the  suburb,  Las  Covachuelas,  are  some 
degraded  Roman  remains.  Close  by 
is  the  hospital  of  Sau  J uan  el  Bautista, 
commonly  called  from  being  outside 
the  walls  el  Hospital  de  Afuera,  built 
by  Bartolome  Bustamente  in  1 542,  for 
the  Cardinal  Primate  Juan  de  Tavera, 
whose  Life  is  written  by  Pedro  Salazar 
de  Mendoza,  4to.  Mad.  1603.  The 
facade  is  unfurnished,  for,  although 
the  founder  left  the  hospital  his  heir, 
he  could  not  bequeath  his  spirit  of  be- 
neficence. Enter  the  noble  patio,  and 
proceed  by  a colonnade  to  the  chapel, 
whose  retablo  was  designed  and  painted 
by  El  Greco  in  1509.  Here  lies  the 
founder  on  a noble  cinque-cento  Urna, 
guarded  by  the  cardinal  virtues,  to 
which  few  cardinals  were  ever  better 
entitled.  The  details  of  the  whole  ane 
infinite,  and  this  was  the  last  but  not 
the  best  work  of  Berruguete,  who  died 
in  1561  in  the  room  under  the  clock. 

Turn  now  to  the  r.,  and  observe  the 
slits  for  arrows  in  the  Puerto  Lodada, 
and  the  horseshoe  arches  above:  this 
gate  was  built  by  Moorish  workmen 
for  Alonso  VI.  A fine  outline  of  con- 
vents and  palaces,  all  ruined  by  the 
invader,  crests  the  hill  running  by  the 


lunatic  hospital,  el  Nuncio,  to  the  pin- 
nacled gate  of  Cambron.  Below  to  the 
r.  the  remains  of  a long,  wide  Roman 
circus  can  just  be  traced : adjoining  to 
them  was  the  prtetorian  temple,  which 
was  converted  into  a church  by  Sise- 
buto  in  621  ; it  is  now  called  el  Cristo 
de  la  Vega.  Examine  well  this  curi- 
ous but  much  degraded  basilica,  with 
its  absis  and  external  round-headed 
sunken  archwork.  In  it  were  buried 
the  tutelars  of  Toledo,  San  Ildefonso 
and  Santa  Leoeadia,  the  events  of 
whose  lives  have  been  so  much  illus- 
trated by  Spanish  artists  and  authors. 
Leoeadia,  born  in  306,  was  cast  down 
from  the  rocks  above  by  Dacian : a 
chapel  was  raised  on  the  site  of  her 
fall,  in  which  councils  were  held, 
during  one  of  which,  in  660,  angels 
appeared  and  removed  the  stone  from 
her  sepulchre,  when  she  arose  “ clad 
in  a mantilla,”  and  informed  the  pre- 
sident, Ban  Ildefonso,  that  “ her  mis- 
tress lived  through  him.”  He  had 
written  a work  in  defence  of  the  virgin 
Mary  (see  p.  493).  The  author  was 
so  pleased  that  he  took  the  knife  of 
the  king  Redecivintus,  and  cut  off 
a corner  of  her  veil,  which  was 
shown  to  Philip  II.  in  1587 ; the  body, 
according  to  some  historians,  ascended 
to  heaven,  while  others  assert  that 
when  the  Moors  invaded  Toledo  a 
Fleming  carried  it  (iff  to  Flanders  (see 
‘ Esp.  Sag.,’  vi.  308,  quoting  Pisa). 
The  corpse  was  rediscovered  at  San 
Gislera,  in  1500,  when  Philip  I.  ob- 
tained a portion  of  it  for  the  chapter 
of  Toledo,  and  the  rest  was  removed 
by  Philip  II.  when  fearful  that  the 
heretics  would  conquer  the  Ix>w  Coun- 
tries. He  received  the  remains  at  the 
cathedral  in  person,  April  26,  1587. 
All  this  translation,  the  expenses  of 
which  were  enormous,  was  managed  by 
one  Miguel  Hernandez,  a clever  Jesuit, 
who  published  an  8vo.  life  of  Leo- 
cadia  at  Toledo  m 1591.  Consult 
also  her  biography  in  Pisa,  and  the 
‘Esp.  Sag.,'  v.  507,  in  which  is  printed 
an  account  of  thecouncil  scene,  written 
in  775  by  Cixila,  archbishop  of  Toledo. 
The  26th  of  April  is  still  a grand  holi- 
day in  her  honour. 

Abore  to  the  1.,  and  growing,  as  it 
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were,  out  of  the  rock,  rise  the  remains 
of  the  palace  castle,  built  by  Wamba 
in  674,  in  order  to  command  the  W. 
approach  of  the  city : the  masonry  is 
truly  Cyclopean.  Below,  on  the  river 
bank,  is  a Moorish  arched  alcoba,  with 
an  Arabic  inscription,  which  is  called 
by  the  vulgar  los  Banos  de  Florinda — 
de  Cava,  who  is  said  to  have  been  bath- 
ing here  when  Roderick  most  orient- 
ally beheld  from  his  terrace  above  the 
charms  of  this  Gothic  Bathsheba.  The 
sad  results  are  matters  of  history  (see 
also  our  remarks,  pp.  114, 118).  The 
bridge  of  San  Martin  below  binds  rock 
to  rock,  and  completes  the  picture. 
Now  turn  back,  and  ascend  to  the  Pu- 
erto del  Cambron,  and  enter  Toledo ; 
in  the  inside  niche  of  this  gate  is  a 
statue  of  Leocadia  by  Berruguete, 
which  is  Florentine  in  style,  tender 
and  beautiful  in  form,  and  sweet,  gen- 
tle, and  serious  in  expression:  read 
the  inscription,  and  the  vain  prayer 
that  Bore,  Ennui,  the  genius  of  Toledo, 
may  be  expelled. 

Advancing  are  the  remains  of  the 
once  splendid  Franciscan  convent, 
called  San  Juan  de  los  Bej/es,  because 
dedicated  to  their  tutelar  apostle  by 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  who  built  it  in 
commemoration  of  the  decisive  vietory 
at  Toro ; it  was  destined  by  the  stern 
Ximenez  for  his  reformed  monks.  The 
site  is  well  chosen,  being  truly  royal 
and  commanding.  Observe  their  badges 
and  symbols,  and  the  votive  chains 
suspended  outside  by  captives  delivered 
from  the  infidel  by  the  intervention  of 
the  Virgin.  The  portal,  an  exquisite 
gem,  was  finished  by  Alouso  de  Co- 
varrubias  for  Philip  II.  This  convent, 
which  was  one  of  the  finest  specimens 
of  florid  Gothic  art  in  the  world,  was 
all  but  demolished  by  the  invaders, 
who  entirely  gutted  and  burnt  the 
quarters  of  the  monks.  The  splendid 
chapel,  now  restored  with  vile  tawdry 
decorations,  escaped  somewhat  better, 
having  been  used  as  a stable  for  horses ; 
but  the  French  whiled  away  their  lei- 
sure by  smashing  the  storied  painted 
glass,  and  mutilating  the  religious  and 
heraldic  ornaments,  whose  richness 
was  once  past  all  description,  as  those 
specimens  which  were  out  of  reach 


evince.  Observe  the  shields,  eagles, 
badges,  ciphers,  coronets,  and  the 
fringing  inscription  so  common  at  this 
period.  The  exquisite  cloisters,  with 
fine  pointed  Gothic  arches,  deserve 
notice;  a few  vile  repairs  have  been 
done  here  by  plastering  up  arches,  and 
making  more  hideous  the  previous 
Vandalism : the  space,  which  once 
was  a pretty  garden,  is  now  cursed 
with  weeds,  fit  companions  to  the  ruin 
all  around.  Opposite  to  this  convent 
was  the  grand  palace  of  the  great  Car- 
dinal Ximenez,  which  the  invaders 
first  pillaged  and  then  destroyed. 

Turn  now  to  the  1.,  and  descend  by 
narrow  lanes  to  the  former  Juderia,  or 
Jews’  quarter,  in  which  two  most  sin- 
gular synagogues  yet  remain,  although 
sadly  degraded.  The  first,  now  called 
la  Santa  Maria  la  Blanca,  was  built 
in  the  ninth  century ; but  in  1405  (see 
the  inscription  over  the  door),  when 
San  Vicente  de  Ferrer  goaded  the  mob 
on  against  the  Jews,  it  was  converted 
into  a church,  and  so  remained  until 
the  French  degraded  it  into  a store- 
house. The  architecture  deserves  much 
notice ; the  ground  plan  resembles  that 
of  a basilica.  Observe  the  three  aisles 
divided  by  polygonal  pillars,  which 
support  hoist' shoe  arches,  springing 
from  bastard  Gothic  capitals ; remark 
the  circular  patterns  in  the  spandrils, 
the  stars,  chequer-work,  aud  engrailed 
Moorish  arches.  The  building  is  some- 
what too  high  in  proportion  to  the 
width ; the  ceiling  is  said  to  be  made 
from  beams  of  the  cedars  of  Lebanon. 

The  other  synagogue,  although  less 
ancient,  is  finer  and  better  preserved ; 
it  is  called  el  7 Yajisita,  from  a picture 
of  the  death  of  the  Virgin,  which  has 
disappeared  during  recent  reforms. 
It  was  built  by  Levi,  treasurer  to  Don 
Pedro  the  Cruel,  who,  however,  in 
1360,  being  in  want  of  cash,  and 
knowing  the  value  of  a Jew’s  eye,  tor- 
tured and  killed  poor  Levi,  and  then 
seized  his  money-bags.  (See,  for  a 
curious  picture  of  Hispano-Oriental 
manners,  chapters  7,  15,  and  30  of  (he 
‘Chronica  de  Don  Pedro.')  He  bad 
previously  patronised  the  Jews,  who 
soon  became  so  rich  and  numerous 
that  the  former  synagogue  was  too 
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small,  and  this  splendid  “place  of  con- j found  an  additional  accusation  in  the 
gregation,”  avvayoyg,  the  precise  Jama  guilt  of  the  crucifixion.  In  694,  by 
or  mosque  of  the  Moor,  was  built  in  a the  17th  council  of  Toledo,  the  Jews 
mixture  of  the  Gothic,  Moorish,  and  were  ordered  to  be  cut  off  with  the 
Hebrew  style,  which  must  indeed  have  “ scythe  of  revenge,”  for  correspond- 
ence been  gorgeous,  but  the  Spaniards  ing  with  the  “ Filistins  ” of  Barbary. 
have  disfigured  the  E.  end  with  a It  was  then,  when  driven  by  persecu- 
trnmpery  gilt  retahlo  that  conceals  the  tions,  that  they  called  in  the  avenging 
lace-like  embroidery;  the  upper  parts,  Moors,  and  opened  the  gates  of  Toledo, 
being  out  of  reach,  have  escaped  bet-  it  is  said,  on  Palm  Sunday,  when  the 
ter,  so  observe  the  honeycomb  cornice,  Christian  garrison  w'as  worshipping  at 
the  rows  of  engrailed  Moorish  arches,  the  tomb  of  Santa  Leoeadia.  For  this 
and  the  superb  artesonado  roof.  A I service  they  at  first  were  favoured  by 
broad  band  with  foliage  contains  the  the  Moslem,  and,  being  left  in  peace, 
arms  of  Leon  and  Castile,  and  is  edged  • soon  became  again  so  rich,  that  their 
with  a Hebrew  inscription,  which  is  ! heresies  began  to  stink  in  Moham- 
translated  by  Juan  Jose  Heydeck  in  1 medan  nostrils,  and  they  were  either 
the  4 Memoriae  de  la  Ac.  Hist.'  (iii.  strangled  or  robbed.  In  this  dilemma 
31),  or  folio.  Mad.  1796.  Isabella,  in  they  turned  to  the  avenging  Christians, 
1494,  gave  the  building  to  the  orderof  and  let  in  Alonso  VI.,  who  also  for  a 
Calatrava : then  the  holy  of  holies  was  time  encouraged  and  protected  them, 
converted  into  an  archive,  and  the  As  they  sided  with  Don  Pedro  (be- 
galleries  of  the  Jewesses  into  a dwell-  cause  they  had  lent  him  money)  in  the 
ing  of  the  animal  who  is  called  el  civil  wars  of  1369,  they  were  treated 
enstodio  or  conserje.  as  traitors  by  the  successful  Henrique 

There  is  a history  of  the  Sepharaim  II.,  who  confiscated  their  cash.  Then 
or  Spanish  Jews,  by  James  Finn,  1841,  i ensued  the  crusades  of  San  Vicente  de 
which  by  no  means  exhausts  the  sub-  [ Ferrer,  who  imitated  the  great  modern 
ject.  They  were  of  a very  high  caste;  master  of  Jewish  persecution,  the  per- 
and  although  persecuted  by  Goth,  fidious  Philippe  le  Bel  of  France,  son 
Moor,  and  Spaniard,  by  followers  of  of  Saint  Louis  and  murderer  of  two 
creeds  both  alike  daughters  of  the  Old  popes.  The  Spanish  Jews,  having 
Testament,  they  clung  closely  to  their  ! been  long  hunted  like  beasts  and  im- 
faith.  Strange  religionists ! who  turned,  poverished,  were  finally  expelled  from 
when  the  only  depositaries  of  the  real  Spain  by  Isabella  in  1492,  who  thcre- 
word  of  God,  to  every  idolatry,  wor-  1 fore  is  called  Jesebelm  their  chronicles, 
shipping  a golden  calf  (and  probably  | Vast  numbers  settled  on  the  Mobam- 
because  it  was  golden),  even  under  the  medan  shores  of  the  Mediterranean, 
thunders  of  Mount  Sinai,  and  yet,  when  where  their  descendants  still  speak 
the  true  Messiah  came  to  supersede  Spanish.  Many,  however,  remained 
the  old  law,  then  they  clung  doggedly  behind,  professing  to  be  Christians, 
to  what  they  before  abandoned.  Spain  but  in  secret  following  their  own  reli- 
(TarshLsh)  was  always  the  favoured  gion  and  mammon.  And  some  still 
locality  of  the  Jew  when  forced  away  exist — a curious  fact  discovered  by  Mr. 
from  Palestine.  Being  men  of  peace  and  Borrow,  and  quite  unknown  to  Spani- 
money,  they  were  always  persecuted  l ards.  These  Jews  are  quiet  and  in 
by  the  men  of  war,  who  seldom  can  I easy  circumstances,  trafficking  in  wool 
live  on  their  pay.  Such  was  the  Ju-  1 and  longanizas,  which  they  sell  but  do 
daicus  Fiscus  of  Domitian  (Suet.  12),  ; not  eat,  as  pork  enters  largely  into  this 
such  the  policy  of  Tiberius,  who  han-  excellent  sausage.  Although  the  Spa- 
ished  all  Jews  from  Italy  who  would  niards  are  unaware  of  their  existence, 
not  abjure  their  creed  (Tac. 4 An.’  ii.  the  name  Jew,  Judio,  is  still  the  male * 
S5\  for  the  purification  of  religion  was  dictio  pessima,  the  Nimreseth,  the  in- 
always  made  the  pretext  of  appropri-  suit  never  to  be  forgiven,  anathema 
ating  avarice.  The  Christian  Goths,  maranatha.  Spaniards,  even  in  this 
equally  fond  of  money  as  the  Romans,  century,  were  taught  to  think  all  fo- 
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reigtiers  to  be  heretics  and  Jews.  The 
cry  of  Judiada  is  still  a prelude  to 
certain  murder.  “ I hate  oppression 
in  every  shape,”  said  a Valencian 
Liberal  to  Lord  Carnarvon  ; “ I am  a 
friend  to  the  human  race:  if  indeed 
there  be  a Jew  among  us,  bnru  him,  I 
say,  burn  him,  alive.” 

Next  visit  the  adjoining  church  of 
Santo  Tome,  with  a brick  tower  of 
Moorish  character ; inside  at  the  W. 
end  of  the  nave,  to  the  r.  of  the  prin- 
cipal door,  is  the  much  neglected  and 
damaged  masterpiece  of  El  Greco. 
This  Domenico  Theotocupuli  was  a 
Greek  by  birth  and  settled  at  Toledo 
about  1577,  where  he  died  in  1625. 
He  imitated  Titian  and  Tintoretto,  but 
was  very  unequal ; thus  what  he  did 
well  was  excellent,  while  what  he  did 
ill  was  worse  than  anybody  else.  He 
was  often  more  lengthy  and  extrava- 
gant than  Fuseli,  and  as  leaden  as 
cholera  morbus.  He  was  also  a sculp- 
tor and  an  architect.  This  picture, 
which  shows  how  well  he  could  paint 
when  he  chose,  represents  the  burial  of 
Gonzalo  Ruiz,  a descendant  of  the 
great  Alcaide  Esteban  Ilian  Conde  de 
Orgaz,  in  1312.  The  deceased  had  re- 
paired this  church,  and  founded  the 
convent  of  San  Augustin,  whereupon 
these  two  saints,  Stephen  and  August- 
ine, came  down  to  attend  his  exequies. 
The  black  and  gold  armour  is  equal  to 
Titian ; and  the  heads  of  the  by -sland- 
ers, the  red  brocades  and  copes  of  the 
saints,  are  admirable:  less  good  are 
the  Virgin,  Saviour,  and  heavenly 
groups,  which  are  lanky  in  drawing 
and  coldly  coloured.  This  Descent 
remained  forgotten  for  more  than  two 
centuries,  until  the  town  of  Orgaz,  in 
1564,  refused  to  pay  the  curate  of 
Santo  Tome,  one  Andrez  Nunez,  certain 
due  offerings  of  meat  and  wine.  He 
put  them  into  the  chancery  of  Valla- 
dolid, beat  them,  and  repaired  the 
chapel,  affixing  the  inscription,  which 
read,  as  it  records  the  miracle  and 
lawsuit.  Adjoining  this  church  is  the 
now  degraded  Cuurtel  de  Milicias, 
once  the  palace  of  the  Conde  de  Fuen- 
salida,  in  which  Charles  V.  was  lodged 
in  1537,  and  where  his  wife  Isabel  died. 
Close  also  to  Santo  Tome  is  a vacant 


space,  on  which  stood  the  house  of 
Juan  de  Padilla  and  of  his  noble  wife 
, Maria,  the  leaders  of  the  comunero  in- 
' surrection ; this  Charles  V.  ordered  to 
be  razed  in  1522,  wheu  a granite  pillar 
with  a branding  inscription  was  placed 
on  the  site ; a memorial  which  in  its 
turn  has  been  destroyed  by  modern 
reformers.  Descend  now  to  the  Moor- 
ish bridge  of  San  Martin,  which  was 
broken  in  1368  by  Henry  of  Trasta- 
tnara,  and  repaired  by  Archbishop 
Tenorio,  a kinsman  of  “Don  Juan,” 
and  a true  pontifex  maximus.  Ob- 
serve in  the  tower  a statue  of  San  Ju- 
lian by  Berruguete.  The  bridge  is 
narrow  and  elevated  on  account  of  the 
occasional  swellings  of  the  river,  which 
rushes  down  from  a rocky  gorge,  on 
the  r.  crest  of  which  towers  the  top- 
pling city.  The  river,  pleased  to 
escape  from  its  prison,  meanders  away 
amid  las  Huertas  del  Reg.  Below  all 
is  repose,  and  the  green  meadow  woos 
the  lingering  stream.  There  are  some 
remains  of  the  piers  of  an  older  and 
perhaps  a Roman  bridge.  On  the  hills 
are  the  cigarrales  or  Toledan  villas, 
not  so  called  from  the  multitudinous 
chars  smoked  therein,  but  from  the 
Arabic  Zigarr,  Cegaria,  “a  place  of 
trees.”  The  correct  Castilian  term  is 
Casa  del  Campo  or  quinta,  Arabice 
Chennat  chint,  a garden.”  In  Gallicia, 
they  are  called  Aldeas,  Arabic^  Aldaia, 

“ a small  place  in  Aragon  Torres ; 
in  Andalucia  Haciendas  ; in  Granada 
Carmenes,  Arabice  Karm,  “a  vine.” 

The  wild  and  melancholy  Tagus 
rises  in  the  Albarracin  mountains,  and 
disembogues  into  the  sea  at  Lisbon, 
having  Sowed  375  miles  in  Spain,  of 
which  nature  destined  it  to  l>e  the 
aorta.  The  Toledan  chroniclers  de- 
rive the  name  from  Tagus,  5th  king  of 
Iberia;  but  Bochart  traces  it  to  Dag, 
Dagon,  a fish,  as,  besides  being  con- 
sidered auriferous,  both  Strain)  and 
Martial  pronounced  it  to  be  piscatory, 
noKuixSvs,  piscosus.  Grains  of  gold 
are  still  found  by  amphibious  paupers, 
called  artesilleros  from  their  baskets, 
in  which  they  collect  the  sand,  which 
is  passed  through  a sieve. 

The  Tagus  might  easily  be  made 
navigable  to  the  sea,  and  then  with  the 
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Xarama  connect  Madrid  and  Lisbon, 
and  facilitate  importation  of  colonial 
produce,  and  exportation  of  wine  and 
grain : it  has  been  contemplated  by 
many  foreigners  ; thus  in  1581,  Anto- 
nelli,  a Neapolitan,  and  Juanelo  Tur- 
riauo,  a Milanese,  suggested  the  scheme 
to  Philip  II.,  then  master  of  Portugal ; 
but  money  was  wanting.  Again,  in 
1641,  two  other  foreigners,  Julio  Mar- 
telli  and  Luigi  Carduchi,  endeavoured 
to  rouse  Philip  IV.,  who  soon  after, 
losing  Portugal  itself,  forthwith  forgot 
the  Tagus.  Another  century  glided 
away,  when  Richard  Wall,  an  Irish- 
man, took  the  thing  up  in  1755,  but 
Charles  III.,  busy  m waging  French 
wars  against  England,  wanted  cash. 
In  1808  the  scheme  was  revived  by 
Francisco  Xavier  de  Cabanes,  who  had 
studied  in  England  our  system  of 
cauals.  He  published  a survey  of 
the  whole  river,  ‘ Memoria  sob  re  la 
Navegacion  del  Tajo,’  folio,  Mad. 
1829;  but  it  ended  in  nothing.  Re- 
cently the  project  has  been  renewed  by 
Senor  Bermudez  de  Castro,  an  intel- 
ligent gentleman,  who  has  long  been  re- 
sident in  England  (see ‘Gatherings’). 

Now  cross  the  bridge  of  San  Martin, 
and  ascend  the  steeps  to  the  1.,  where, 
about  50  yards  on,  the  geologist  may 
observe  “ the  gneiss  almost  perpen- 
dicular with  magnificent  veins  of  gra- 
nite, crossing  each  other  in  every 
direction : in  some  the  quartz,  felspar, 
and  mica  occur  in  very  large  crystals : 
the  quartz  is  often  bluish,  perhaps 
from  kvanite.  The  veins  are  grey,  and 
continue  a long  way  to  the  1.  on  the 
heights  above  the  river  opposite  the 
town:  there  are  also  very  good  spe- 
cimens of  graphic  granite  with  large 
hexagonal  crystals  of  mica”  (E.W.  H.). 
Soon  town  and  river  are  lost  in  a valley 
of  rocks:  above  is  the  blue  sky,  and 
below  a rivulet,  where  damsels  wash 
their  linen,  colour  the  grey  stones  with 
sparkling  patches,  and  cheer  the  lone- 
liness with  songs.  Follow  the  stream 
to  the  Tagus,  and,  having  looked  at  the 
Moorish  mills,  reascena  into  a scene 
made  for  Salvator  Rosa,  until  on  reach- 
ing a chapel  Toledo  reappears  with  its 
emphatic  huge  square  Alcazar  towering 
over  rock,  ruins,  and  river ; then  clam- 


ber up  to  the  shattered  castle  of  Cer- 
vautes,  a name  which  has  nothing  to 
do  with  the  author  of 1 Don  Quixote,’ 
but  is  a corruption  of  San  Seruando, 
and  it  guards  the  approach  to  the 
bridge  below,  and  commands  a most 
glorious  view  of  Toledo.  To  the  r. 
below  is  the  rose-planted  Alameda,  laid 
out  at  the  head  of  the  road  to  Aranjuez. 
The  meadow  opposite  is  a field  of  ro- 
mance, and  called  to  this  day  la 
Huerta  del  Reg,  for  here  Alonso  held 
a cortes  when  the  Cid  complained  of 
his  vile  sons-in-law  the  Counts  of  Car- 
rion ; here  some  much-degraded  ruins 
are  still-  called  las  Casas  de  la  Reina, 
being  the  supposed  remains  of  a fa- 
bulous castle  in  the  air,  which  Galafre, 
a king  who  never  ruled,  built  for  his 
daughter  la  bella  Galiana,  a heroine 
of  romance  (see  Duran,  i.  5),  when 
courted  by  Charles  Martel,  who  never 
was  in  Spain,  who  slew  in  her  presence 
his  rival  Rradamante,  who  never  ex- 
isted: for  the  true  history  of  this 
Moorish  villa,  see  Gayang06  (Moh.  D. 
ii.  38.3).  The  ruins,  now  degraded 
into  a farm-hovel,  scarcely  deserve  a 
visit:  however,  they  contain  some 
Moorish  arches  aud  Tienzos  of  a Cor- 
dovese  character. 

The  bridge,  like  others  over  the 
Tagus,  is  called  by  pleonasm  el  Puente 
de  Alcantara,  the  “ bridge  of  the 
bridge.”  The  Roman  one  was  re- 
paired  in  687  by  the  Goth  Sala : de- 
stroyed by  an  inundation,  it  was  rebuilt 
in  871  by  the  Alcaide  Halaf,  repaired 
in  1258  by  Alonso  el  Sabio,  restored* 
by  Archbishop  Tenorio  about  1380, 
and  fortified  in  1484  by  Andres  Man- 
rique.  Examine  the  towers  and  tete- 
du-pont,  and  the  statue  by  Berniguete 
of  San  Ildefonso,  to  whom  Philip  II. 
dedicated  the  bridge,  as  is  stated  in  an 
inscription.  From  this  point  the  walls 
diverge,  running  to  the  r.  in  double 
line,  the  upper  one  being  that  built  by 
Wamba,  the  under  that  of  Alonso  VI. 
(see  p.  483).  Ascend  the  hill  to  the  1. 
and  rest  for  a moment  to  look  down  on 
the  roofless  Ingenio,  the  water-work  en- 
gine, whose  ruiu  seems  made  for  artists. 
Toledo,  built  on  a lofty  rock,  was  badly 
supplied  with  water,  whereupon  the  Ro- 
mans stemmed  the  defile  with  a gigantic 
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Viaduct  and  aqueduct,  which  ran  from 
the  Puerto  de  Yevenes,  distant  7 L. 
Some  remains  may  be  traced  near  Ids 
siete  cantos,  and  under  the  convents 
Santa  Sisla  and  Santiago,  and  the  line 
is  still  called  el  Camino  de  Plata,  the 
“ road  of  silver,”  a corruption  of  via 
lata.  When  the  Moors  conquered 
Toledo  there  was  also  an  enormous 
nailrah,  noria,  or  water-wheel,  90 
cubits  high,  which  forced  up  water  by 
pipes,  a work  of  the  Jews.  The  To- 
ledan Moors  were  first-rate  hydraulists 
(see  ‘ Moh.  D.’  ii.  262) : their  king, 
Al-mamun,  Ibn  Dhi-a-nun,  or  Yahya, 
had  a lake  in  his  palace,  and  in  the 
middle  a kiosk,  from  whence  water 
descended  on  each  side,  thus  enclosing 
him  in  the  coolest  of  summer-houses, 
exactly  as  is  the  Kasr  Dubarra,  now 
existing  at  Cairo.  Here  also  were 
made,  by  Az-Zarcal,  the  clepsydrae,  or 
water-clocks,  for  astronomical  calcula- 
tions, to  study  which  Daniel  Merlac 
came  all  the  way  from  Oxford  in  1185. 
Charles  V.,  who  delighted  in  me- 
chanics, in  1565  caused  some  Greeks 
to  descend  at  Toledo  in  a diving-bell, 
and  the  same  year  he  brought  from  Cre- 
mona a watchmaker  named  Juanelo 
Turriano,  to  repair  the  original  noria, 
which  in  1 568  forced  up  600,000  buckets 
of  water  daily.  Disputes  however 
arose  lietween  the  crown  and  the  cor- 
poration as  “ conservators  of  the  river,” 
between  whom  the  Turriano  family 
were  ruined.  Soon  after  the  Tagus 
damaged  the  engine,  which  the  natives 
could  not  repair,  and  thereupon  ap- 
plied to  an  English  company,  who 
declined,  since  when  the  ruin  has  been 
complete,  and  Toledo,  the  “ light  of 
the  world,”  obtains  its  water  by  the 
primitive  machinery  of  donkeys,  which 
are  driven  up  and  down  by  water- 
carriers,  still  called  by  their  Arabic 
name  azacanes.  See  for  details  Cean 
Ber.  ‘ Arch.’  ii.  100. 

Next  visit  the  Alcazar,  the  Atalaya 
of  Tolaitola,  the  Mount  Zion,  or  palace 
and  fortress  of  a city  which  it  once 
defended  and  now  adorns.  You  must 
have  an  order  from  the  Comandante 
de  las  Armas,  which  is  readily  granted. 
It  was  the  Amalekite  Kassabah,  to 
which  additions  were  made  in  1085  by 


Alonso  VI.:  the  oldest  portions  over- 
look the  Tagus,  as  the  castle  of  Pres- 
burg  does  the  Danube.  It  was  much 
improved  by  Alvaro  de  Luna,  and  by 
Charles  V.  in  1548,  who  employed 
Henrique  de  Egas  and  Alonso  de 
Covarrubias  to  add  the  fine  f^ade  and 
staircase,  which  Herrera  completed  for 
Philip  II.  The  whole  was  burnt  in 
the  war  of  succession,  not  by  the  Eng- 
lish, as  Cean  Bermudez  states,  but  by 
the  Portuguese  general  Atalaya,  who 
vented  his  hatred  for  Spanish  things 
on  his  namesake  city  and  castle : the 
ruins  were  repaired  by  Cardinal  Lo- 
renzana,  a munificent  patron  of  lite- 
rature, and  the  last  of  the  great  and 
good  primates  of  Toledo,  who  con- 
verted them  into  a Casa  de  Caridad, 
in  which  paupers  were  employed  in 
silk-weaving.  His  whole  life  and 
income  were  devoted  to  good  works  ; 
he  supported  the  French  exiled  clergy, 
and,  when  the  Pope  was  insulted  at 
Rome  by  the  French  republicans,  hast- 
ened there  to  offer  comfort,  which  the 
tormentors  refused  to  permit.  Torn 
from  his  spiritual  chief,  Lorenzana  re- 
signed his  primacy,  and  died  in  1804. 
But  the  French  never  forgave  his  as- 
sistance to  their  priests,  and  when  they 
entered  Toledo  especially  persecuted 
his  works,  as  he  was  in  heaven,  and 
therefore  beyond  their  reach.  They 
ejected  the  paupers,  seized  the  funds, 
converted  the  asylum  into  a barrack, 
which  was  burnt  as  a last  legacy  by 
Soult’s  troops  when  evacuating  the  half- 
ruined  city,  as  Heidelberg  had  been 
by  those  of  Louis  XIV.  The  crumbling 
walls  of  the  quarters  in  which  the 
French  soldiers  lodged  were  defiled 
with  the  most  obscene  writings  and 
drawings,  the  “ mark  of  the  beast.” 
Observe  the  Berruguete  facade,  win- 
dows, the  potto  with  granite  pillars, 
the  fine  staircase,  and  upper  gallery 
decked  with  heraldic  ornaments  in  the 
spandrils  of  the  arches,  which  the 
invaders  mutilated.  In  the  saloons 
overlooking  the  river  the  widow  of 
Philip  IV.,  the  queen  regent,  was  cou- 
fiued  during  the  minority  of  Charles 
II. ; her  mode  of  life  has  been 
graphically  described  by  Madame 
D’Aunoy,  and  Dunlop,  ii.  123.  She 
y 3 
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was  first  the  tool  of  the  low  adven- 
turer Nithard,  and  then  of  her  base 
paramour  Valenzuela,  her  Munoz. 

Now  proceed  to  the  Zocodover,  a 
name  which  to  readers  of  Lazarillo  de 
Tormes  and  Cervantes  recalls  the 
haunt  of  rogues  and  of  those  proud 
and  poor  Don  Whiskerandos  who 
swaggered  and  starved  with  their 
capas  y espadas.  Suk  in  Arabic,  Zoco 
in  Spanish,  and  Soke  in  English,  sig- 
nify a “market-place”  and  vicinity 
to  cathedrals,  for  commerce  and  reli- 
gion went  hand  in  hand  ; the  shrine 
attracted  multitudes  and  “ money- 
changers,” while  its  sanctity  protected 
commerce.  This  plaza  is  most  Moor- 
ish, with  its  irregular  windows,  bal- 
conies, blacksmiths,  and  picturesque 
peasantry,  and  in  summer  evenings  is 
a fashionable  promenade  : now  a long 
and  almost  the  only  widish  street  in 
Toledo  leads  to  the  Gothic  cathedral, 
whose  exterior  is  not  very  beautiful 
nor  symmetrical,  while  the  N.  entrance 
is  blocked  up : the  best  points  of  view 
are  to  the  N.W.,  either  from  the  Plaza 
de  San  Yuste  or  that  del  Ayuntami- 
ento,  to  which  the  grand  facade  looks. 
Only  one  tower  is  finished,  which  was 
begun  by  Tenorio  and  completed  in 
1 535  by  Tavera.  It  rises  325  feet  high 
from  a square  base  to  a Gothic  middle 
story,  ending  with  a thin  spire  encircled 
as  with  crowns  of  thorns.  The  cupola 
of  the  other  tower  is  after  designs  of 
12  Greco ; the  steps  of  the  Puerla  del 
Perdon  are  ascended  and  descended  by 
pregnant  women,  in  order  to  ensure 
an  easy  parturition. 

The  church  chronicles  state  that  this 
temple  was  built  to  the  Virgin  while 
she  was  alive,  and  that  she  often  came 
down  from  heaven  to  it,  accompanied 
by  St.  Peter,  St.  Paul,  and  Santiago. 
Converted  by  the  Moors  into  their 
grand  mosque,  Alonso  VL  guaranteed 
it  to  them  ; but  ere  the  ink  was  dry, 
Bernardo,  the  first  archbishop,  backed 
by  the  queen,  Constanza,  a native  of 
France  like  himself,  the  moment  the 
king  was  absent,  seized  the  mosque 
and  dispossessed  the  Moors ; then  the 
Alfaqui,  foreseeing  that  resistance  was 
useless,  interceded  with  Alonso ; the 
building  was  pulled  down  in  1226  by 


St.  Ferdinand,  who  himself  laid  the 
first  stone  of  the  present  cathedral : 
designed  by  Pedro  Perez,  it  was  com- 
pleted in  1492,  plundered  in  1521  by 
Padilla’s  mob,  and  again  in  1808  by 
La  Iloussaye.  Previously  it  was  a 
mine  of  wealth  and  art ; thus  Cean 
Bermudez  enumerates  149  artists,  who, 
during  six  centuries,  were  employed 
by  the  richest  prelates  of  Spain  to 
make  a temple  worthy  of  the  primacy, 
a dignity  which  was  long  held  by  the 
master-mind  of  the  day.  The  older 
archbishops  of  Toledo  were  great  alike 
in  peace  and  war  ; the  Rodrigos  headed 
victorious  armies,  the  Tenorios  built 
bridges,  the  Fonsecas  founded  colleges, 
the  Mendozas  and  Ximenez  were  third 
kings  and  regents,  they  founded  uni- 
versities, while  the  Taveras  and  Lo- 
renzo nas  raised  houses  of  charity  and 
hospitals. 

The  primate  of  Toledo  has  for  suf- 
fragans, Cordova,  Jaen,  Cartagena, 
Cuenca,  Siguenza,  Segovia,  Osina,  and 
Valladolid  : the  chapter  was  truly  im- 
perial, and  consisted  of  nearly  100 
dignitaries  and  prebendaries.  Here, 
as  at  Leon  and  Burgos,  the  pope  aud 
king  of  Spain  were  always  canons, 
and  the  monarch  was  always  fined 
2000  maravedis  for  nou-attendance  in 
coro  on  the  three  days  from  Christmas 
to  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

Before  entering,  examine  the  ex- 
terior and  gates.  La  Puerto  de  los 
Leones,  at  the  extremity  of  the  S. 
transept,  is  so  called  from  the  lions 
with  shields  on  pillars.  The  deeply- 
recessed  portal,  with  Gothic  figures 
and  niche-work,  was  wrought  by  el 
Maestro  Egns,  in  1459,  in  a beautiful 
white  stone,  which,  soft  at  first, 
hardens  with  time ; the  upper  works 
were  restored  in  bad  taste  in  1776,  by 
Mariano  Salvatierra,  by  whom  is  the 
“ Assumption  of  the  Virgin.”  The 
exteriors  of  the  Michael  Angelesque 
bronze  doors  were  cast  in  1545  by 
Francisco  de  Villalpando,  and  the  in- 
sides were  finely  carved  in  wood  in 
1541  by  Dieeo  Copin,  of  Holland: 
but  the  tournaments,  centaurs,  &c.,  are 
scarcely  suited  for  a Christian  temple’s 
entrance:  the  modern  Iouic  gate,  on 
the  S.  side  of  the  uave,  is  equally  out 
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of  keeping  with  the  Gothic  style  of 
the  cathedral.  The  Puerea  del  Reloj,  j 
or  de  la  Etna,  at  the  end  of  the  N.  : 
transept,  is  much  blocked  up  by  build-  j 
ings,  and  is  also  disfigured  by  some  I 
modern  red  and  gilt  wood-work,  which 
ill  accords  with  the  Gotho-tedesque 
stone  carvings ; tiie  bronze  doors  were  | 
cast  to  match  those  of  the  opposite  ■ 
gate ; that  to  the  1.  is  by  Antonio 
Turreno  1713,  that  to  the  r.  by  An- 
tonio  Dominguez.  They  are  also  ' 
ornamented  with  carvings  inside, 
which  are  older  in  date  and  better  in 
style ; the  Puerto,  del  Perdon,  the 
great  W.  door,  has  six  niches  on  each 
side,  which  are  carried  all  up  round 
the  arch,  and  is  of  rich  Gothic  of  the 
fifteenth  century. 

The  interior,  although  fine,  is  infe- 
rior to  the  cathedral  at  Seville  both  in 
form  and  height.  Here  the  lateral 
naves  are  somewhat  low  and  crowded 
with  piers,  and  fatal  whitewash  has 
been  unsparingly  laid  on ; the  general 
style  of  the  Gothic  is  simple  and 
pointed.  The  painted  windows  are  ! 
superb ; look  at  them  about  sunset, 
when  as  the  aisles  darken  these  storied 
panes  brighten  up  like  rubies  and 
emeralds ; they  were  painted  chiefly 
by  foreigners,  by  Alberto  de  Holanda, 
Maestro  Christobal,  Dolphin,  Juan 
Campa,  Luis,  Pedro  Frances,  and 
Vasco  de  Troya.  The  subjects  are 
takeu  from  the  Bible  and  legends  of 
local  saints,  interspersed  with  the 
shields  of  the  donors. 

Proceeding  to  details,  there  are  five 
naves,  supported  by  84  piers ; the 
length  is  404  feet,  the  width  204 ; the 
central  nave  is  the  highest,  rising  to 
160  feet  The  cloisters  lie  to  the  N. 
near  the  Sagrario  and  Salas,  which 
contain  the  relics  and  pictures.  The 
coro  as  usual  is  placed  in  the  heart  of 
the  central  nave,  but  «s  the  rich  Gothic 
trascoro  is  not  very  high,  the  eye  sweeps 
over  it : the  choir  is  a museum  of" 
sculpture  ; the  under  stalls,  carved  in 
1495,  by  el  Maestro  Rodrigo,  and 
enriched  with  grotesque  tedesque  orna- 
ments, represent  the  campaigns  of  Fer- 
dinand and  Isabella.  Observe,  particu- 
larly in  these  authentic  contemporary 
records  of  citadels,  arms,  costume,  and 


the  surrender  of  the  Alhambra.  The 
upper  stalls  are  in  a perfect  classical 
contrast,  being  embroidered  with  a pro- 
digality of  ornament;  above  them,  in 
alabaster,  is  the  genealogy  of  Christ, 
while  the  niches  are  divided  by  cande- 
labra pillars  resting  on  heads  of  che- 
rubs. The  seats  are  separated  by  red 
marble  columns ; the  inscription  placed 
here  by  Cardinal  Tavera  in  1543  tells 
the  truth.  “ Signa  turn  tnarmorea  turn 
ligna  coolavere  hinc  Philippas  Bu-gun- 
dio,  ex  adverso  Berrnguetus  Hispa- 
nus;  eertaverunt  turn  artificum  in- 
geuia,  certabunt  semper  spectatorum 
judicia;”  and  in  passing  judgment  it 
is  not  easy  to  distinguish  the  works  of 
one  master  from  those  of  the  other  ; of 
the  70  stalls  the  35  on  the  lado  de  la 
Epistola  are  by  Vigarny,  who  died  here 
in  1 543,  and  was  buried  near  his  works. 
In  criticising  the  two  great  sculptors  it 
may  be  observed  that  Vigarny  is  sim- 
ple and  grand  in  draperies  and  expres- 
sions, while  Berruguete  is  more  ele- 
gant and  Italianlike.  The  latter  artist 
also  carved  the  Primate’s  throne,  and 
the  Transfiguration  over  it,  a subject 
which  from  its  very  nature  is  ill  adapted 
for  solid  materials.  In  the  coro  ob- 
serve the  exquisite  Atriles  of  gilt  metal, 
wrought  with  scriptural  bas-relief,  di- 
vided by  female  figures,  a truly  Flo- 
rentine-like masterpiece  of  Villa), 
paudo.  The  Facistol  or  Lettern,  con- 
sists of  au  eagle  on  a Gothic  tower, 
wdth  statues  in  niches,  and  is  excellent. 
The  black  wooden  image  of  the  Virgin 
before  it  is  very  ancient.  The  Rcja, 
the  gilt  pillars  which  support  the  cur- 
tains, and  the  candelabra,  are  of  the 
ciuquecento  taste,  and  are  by  Domingo 
de  Cespedes.  The  modern  organs  are 
churrigueresque,  and  out  of  harmony 
with  the  works  of  the  giants  of  old. 

Passing  the  Entre  los  dos  Coros,  ob- 
serve the  two  pulpits  of  metal  gilt, 
and  placed  on  short  marble  columns ; 
these,  worthy  of  Cellini,  were  made 
from  the  bronze  tomb  raised  for  him- 
self by  Alvaro  de  Luna,  aud  broken 
up  in  1449  by  Henry,  Inlante  of  Ara- 
gon, when  soured  by  his  defeat  at  01- 
inedo,  whereupon  Alvaro  sent  him  a 
copy  of  verses  on  this  paltry  revenge, 
while  Juan  de  Meua  (Cop.  264)  con- 
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demos  the  uncivilized  Vandals  whose 
“ hearts  were  harder  than  the  bronze 
what  would  he  have  said  of  those  of 
this  century  ? The  metal  figures  were 
so  articulated  as  to  rise  up  aud  kneel 
when  mass  was  6aid.  The  glorious 
reja  was  wrought  in  1548  by  Villal- 
paudo.  The  Capilla  Mayor  was  en- 
larged by  Cardinal  Ximenez,  but  the 
rieh  Gothic  work  at  the  sides  is  older, 
and  is  part  of  the  original  work  of 
Tenorio.  The  lofty  retablo,  which  is 
ascended  by  jasper  and  coloured  steps, 
with  five  divisions,  contains  carvings 
of  the  life  of  the  Saviour  and  Virgin, 
executed  about  1500,  by  Juan  de  Bor- 
gona,  Fernando  Rincon,  el  Maestro 
Felipe,  aud  others  under  Pedro  Gu- 
miel  [el  hour  ado,  see  Index).  The 
whole  is  eslofado,  or  painted  and  gilt. 
Here  are  the  tombs  of  the  ancient  kings, 
los  Reyes  Viejos  ; to  wit,  Alonso  VII., 
Sancho  el  Deseado,  Sancho  el  Bravo, 
and  the  Infante  Don  Pedro,  Here  also 
lies  buried  the  Cardinal  Mendoza,  ob. 
1495  ; for  his  life  consult  Cronica  del 
Gran  Cardenal,  Pedro  Salazar  de  Men- 
doza, fol.  Tol.  1625.  This  high-born 
and  great  prelate  of  a sacerdocraey,  al- 
most shared  the  sovereignty  with  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  whence  he  was 
called  Tertius  Rex,  and  indeed  he 
united  religious  with  ministerial  power, 
and  his  decrees  ran  like  those  in  the 
East,  “ Saul  and  Samuel  ’’  (1  Sam.  xi. 
7).  This  was  the  Ego  et  Rex  meus 
which  our  Wolsey  imitated ; and  now, 
a king  in  life,  he  lies  interred  in  death 
among  kings,  the  rare  privilege  of  Je- 
hoiada  (2  Chr.  xxiv.  16).  His  plate- 
resque  tomb,  heightened  with  white 
and  gold,  is  the  work  of  Henrique  de 
Egas,  and  is  worthy  of  this  glorions 
high  altar,  where  all  around,  front  and 
sides,  is  most  elaborate;  observe  the 
infinite  details  of  pinnacles,  winged 
angels,  and  statues  in  uiches,  and 
among  them  el  ludo  del  Evangelio,  the 
Shepherd  ( San  Isidro,  see  p.  306)  who 
led  the  Christians  to  victory  at  Navas 
de  Tolosa,  and  opposite  that  of  the 
“good  Alfaqui,”  who  interceded  with 
the  treaty-breaking  Frenchman  Ber- 
nardo (see  p.  490). 

Next  observe  the  sober  Gothic  Res- 
paldos  del  Coro,  erected  by  Archbishop 


Tenorio  in  the  14th  century,  which 
contrast  with  the  Trasparente,  an  abo- 
mination of  the  18th  century,  bnt  which 
is  the  boast  of  the  Toledans,  and  their 
disgrace.  This  was  wrought  by  Nar- 
ciso  Tome,  a heresiarch  of  churrigue- 
risra,  who  here  tortured  solid  material 
into  clouds,  rays  of  light,  and  into 
everything  most  serial;  this  fricassee 
of  marble  cost  200.000  ducats.  The 
Archbishop  Porto  Carrero  imported 
quarries  from  Italy,  and  ought  to  have 
been  called  Porto  Carrara ; he  was  the 
prime  mover  of  Philip  V.’s  succession  ; 
this  king-maker  lies  buried  near  the 
Capilla  del  Sagrario.  with  the  epitaph 
“ Hie  jacet  pulvis  cinis  et  nihil,"  which 
cannot  be  said  of  this  transparente,  as 
it  is  so  very  huge  and  so  white  that  it 
cannot  be  hid,  but  arrests  the  eye  to 
the  detriment  of  finer  objects ; it  is  the 
style  of  Louis  XIV.  gone  mad.  yet  it 
was  inaugurated  with  bull-fights,  ser- 
mons, and  sonnets.  A monk,  one  Fran- 
cisco Galan,  wrote  a poem  on  this  “ Oc- 
tava  Maravilla in  spie,  however, 
of  its  absurdities,  it  evinces  much  de- 
praved invention,  and  great  workman- 
ship and  mastery  over  material ; unfor- 
tunately a fine  old  retablo  and  pictures 
were  destroyed,  as  at  Leon,  to  make 
room  for  this  monstrosity  in  marble. 

Next  visit  the  adjoining  chapel  of 
Santiago,  erected  in  1442,  in  the  rich- 
est flamboyant  Gothic,  by  that  great 
imp  of  fame,  the  Constable  Alvaro  de 
Luna,  as  his  family  burial-place ; and 
as  he  was  master  of  Santiago,  the  Ve- 
neras or  scallop-shells  abound,  as  also 
do  his  canting  arms,  “ gules  party  azure, 
a crescent  (Luna)  reversed  argent.” 
The  original  bronze  tombs  were  con- 
verted into  pulpits,  and  the  present 
ones  of  alabaster  were  sculptured  by 
Pablo  Ortiz  in  1489,  and  erected  by 
Maria,  daughter  of  Alvaro.  The  armed 
Maestre,  who  was  executed  at  Valla- 
dolid, in  1451,  by  his  ungrateful  sove- 
reign, lies  with  his  sword  between  his 
legs,  while  knights  in  hauberk  mail 
kueel  beside ; near  him  is  the  urna  of 
his  wife,  Juana  de  Pimentel,  ob.  1489, 
for  the  repose  of  whose  soul  two  monks 
and  two  nuns  at  the  opposite  angles  are 
praying,  the  portraits  of  the  deceased 
being  near  the  altar.  Observe  also  the 
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once  gilt  tomb  of  Juan  de  Zerezuela, 
Archbishop  of  Toledo,  ob.  1442;  he 
•was  half  brother  to  the  Constable,  and 
whole  brother  to  Benedict  XIII. ; the 
head  is  very  fine.  Opposite  is  the  tomb 
of  the  Conde  de  Moutalbo,  with  the 
head  wreathed  with  leaves  almost  like 
a turban. 

Next  visit  the  most  beautiful  Capilla 
de  los  Reyes  Nuevos,  the  chapel  of  the 
new  or  later  kings,  as  compared  to  those 
older  ones  buried  near  the  high  altar. 
The  original  tomb-house  was  built  in 
1374  by  Henrique  II;  it  was  recon- 
structed in  1531  for  Cardinal  Tavera, 
by  Alonso  de  Covarrubias.  and  exe- 
cuted by  Alvaro  Monegro ; heralds  in 
tabards  marshal  the  stranger  into  this 
chamber  of  departed  royalty,' where, 
under  white  and  gold  niches  of  richest 
Cellini  plateresque  embroidery,  repose 
Henrique  II.,  ob.  1379,  his  wife  Juana, 
ob.  1381,  their  son  Juan  I.,  ob.  1390,  his 
wife  Leonora,  ob.  1382  (their  effigies 
kneltatthe  Presbiterio),  Henrique  III., 
ob.  1407,  his  wife  Catalina  (daughter 
of  our  John  of  Gaunt),  ob.  1419.  Juan 
II.,  by  whose  orders  the  first  chapel  was 
built,  is  buried  at  Miraflores,  but  his 
statue  is  placed  here  among  his  ances- 
tors, kneeling  on  a bracket.  Consult 
* Los  Reyes  Nuevos  de  Toledo,'  Christo- 
bal  Lozano,  4to.  Mad.,  1674  or  1764. 

Every  other  chapel  must  be  visited. 
In  Sun  Eugenio  are  some  remains  of 
the  old  mosque,  with  Cufic  inscrip- 
tions, and  an  arch  and  tomb  of  ela- 
borate tarkish  work.  In  the  Santa 
Lucia  are  some  ancient  monuments 
and  inscriptions  of  the  13th  century,  a 
good  painting  of  the  martyrdom  of  St. 
Peter,  and  outside  to  the  1.  another  of 
St.  John  with  a lamb,  and  full  of  effect 
In  the  Capilla  de  Nuestra  Senora  de 
la  Antigua,  observe  the  rich  Gothic 
work  of  the  deep-recessed  niche  of  the 
Virgin’s  image.  In  la  Adoracion  de 
los  Santos  Reyes,  observe  the  stone 
portal  painted  in  red,  blue,  and  gold ; 
the  retablo,  the  rgja  with  twisted  bars, 
and  the  picture  of  the  dead  Saviour. 

The  chapel  of  San  Ildefonso  was 
founded  by  Rodrigo,  Alonso  VII I. ’s 
fighting  primate.  It  was  much  im- 
proved by  Gil  de  Albornoz,  who  is 
buried  here,  ob.  1350.  His  tomb  is  a 


masterpiece  of  Gothic  niche  and  statue 
work ; then  observe  that  of  his  nephew 
Alonso,  Bishop  of  Avila,  ob.  1514, 
which  is  a charming  cinquecento,  with 
a raised  work  of  birds,  fruit,  &c.,  picked 
out  in  white  and  gold,  which  canopies 
the  urna  on  which  the  prelate  lies. 
Near  in  a niche  is  the  sepulchre  of 
Inigo  Lopez,  who  died  in  1491  at  the 
siege  of  Granada.  Close  by  is  the  tomb 
of  Archbishop  Juan  de  Contreras  and  of 
Cardinal  Gaspar  Ilorja,  ob.  1645.  The 
modem  altar,  with  its  poor  statuary, 
is  by  the  commonplace  Ventura  Ro- 
driguez. This  noble  Gothic  chapel  is 
also  illustrated  with  sculpture  relating 
to  the  tutelar  San  Ildefonso,  whose 
legend  has  given  subjects  to  Murillo 
and  the  best  Spanish  artists.  He  was 
born  at  Toledo  in  690,  became  chaplain 
to  San  Isidoro,  and  wrote  a book  in 
defence  of  the  perpetual  virginity,  of 
the  atti  xapdtvos,  which  some  French 
heretics  had  questioned ; his  sermon 
on  this  text  is  still  extant  (see  * Esp. 
Sag.,’  v.  493).  The  Virgin  came  down 
from  heaven,  and  atteuded  at  matins 
in  the  cathedral,  sitting  in  her  cham- 
pion’s seat,  which  no  person  has  ever 
since  occupied  since  Sisibertus,  who, 
trying  to  do  so.  was  instantly  expelled 
by  angels.  The  Virgin  next,  when 
she  had  chanted  the  service,  placed 
on  her  defender’s  shoulders  la  Casulla 
or  cassock,  and  told  him  that  “ it  came 
from  the  treasures  of  her  son.”  For 
the  original  narrative,  drawn  up  by 
Cixila  in  780,  see  * Esp.  Sag.,’  v.  509. 
At  the  Moorish  invasion  this  cassock 
was  carried  into  the  Asturias,  and  is 
said  to  be  in  the  chest  of  Oviedo ; nor 
could  it  be  worn  by  any  mortal  save 
Ildefonso,  for  when  his  successor  put 
it  on  it  nearly  strangled  him.  Consult 
also  Libro  de  la  Descencion,  Francisco 
Porto  Carrero,  4to.  Mad.  1616. 

San  Ildefonso  (whose  grand  festival 
here  is  Jan.  22)  became  primate  of 
Toledo,  where  he  died  in  617,  and  was 
buried  at  the  feet  of  Santa  Leocadia ; 
his  body  at  the  Moorish  invasion  was 
also  carried  off,  and  also  was  long  lost, 
until,  about  the  year  1270,  a Toledan 
shepherd  was  caught  in  the  cathedral 
at  Zamora,  and  suspected  of  being  a 
thief,  but  he  replied,  “ San  Ildefonso, 
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appearing  in  person,  led  me  here  and 
vanished;”  thereupon  Alonso  VIII. 
dug  the  site,  and  a body  was  found,  a 
chapel  was  built,  and  miracles  were 
daily  worked  ; see  the  details  in  Ortiz 
(Chr.  xiv.);  consult  also  San  IIArfonso 
defendido,  Alonso  Vazquez,  4to.  Al- 
cala, 1625.  As  Zaragoza  claimed  the 
primacy  of  Aragon  ttecanse  the  Virgin 
had  come  down  from  heaven  to  visit 
Santiago  there,  so  Toledo  owes  its  ele- 
vation in  Castile  from  her  descent  to 
San  Ildefonso;  accordingly  Cardinal 
Rojas  erected  a shrine  over  the  exact 
spot,  which  rises  in  a lofty  pyramidal 
pile  of  open  gilt  carved  Gothic  work ; 
observe  his  arms  and  portrait.  The 
beautiful  basso-relievos  by  Vigarny 
represent  San  Ildefonso  preaching  his 
remarkable  sermon,  and  his  receiving 
the  Castilla ; behind  is  the  real  slab 
on  which  the  Virgin’s  feet  alighted ; 
encased  in  red  marble,  it  is  railed  off, 
and  inscribed,  “ Adorabimus  in  loco 
ubi  steterunt  pedes  ejus.”  Look  at 
the  portrait  of  Esteban  Ilian,  the  re- 
nowned alcaide  and  faithful  friend  of 
Alonso  XI. 

Next  visit  the  Capilla  Mozaraite , 
the  Muzarabic  chapel,  under  the  un- 
finished tower;  the  relablo  is  of  the 
date  1 508.  This  peculiar  ritual  was 
re-established  here  in  1512,  by  Ximc- 
nez.  to  give  the  Vatican  a hint  that 
Spain  hud  not  forgotten  her  former 
spiritual  independence. 

The  Muzarabic  ritual  was  that  of 
the  Spanish  Goths,  which  was  the 
oldest  in  Christendom,  and  the  nearest 
approaching  to  the  Apostolical  primi- 
tive form  which  was  once  delivered  to 
the  Saints  ; it  is  to  Spaniards  what  the 
Rito  Ambrogiano  is  to  the  Milanese : 
the  original  text  was  first  tampered 
with  in  633  by  San  Isidoro  and  San 
I>eandro.  It  was  preserved  by  the 
Christians,  who,  under  the  tolerant 
rule  of  the  Moor,  here  retained  six 
churches,  which  still  exist  on  the  same 
sites,  and  should  be  visited ; they  are 
Santa  Eulalia,  San  Torcato,  San  Sebas- 
tian, San  Marcos,  San  Lucas,  and  Santa 
Justa,  names  which  prove  their  anti- 
quity. The  features  of  this  ritual  are 
its  simplicity  aud  earnest  tone  of  de- 
votion, and  absence  of  auricular  con- 


fession. The  prayers  and  collects  are 
so  beautiful  that  many  have  been 
adopted  in  our  Prayer  Book ; the  host 
was  divided  into  nine  parts,  which  re- 
present the  Incarnation,  Epiphany,  Na- 
tivity, Circumcision,  Passion,  Death, 
Resurrection,  Ascensiou,  and  Eternal 
Kingdom. 

The  term  Mozaraite,  Muzarab,  has 
been  erroneously  derived  from  Musa 
and  his  Arabs,  and  from  mixti- Arabes, 
presuming  that  the  Moors  spoke  Latin, 
and  thus  called  the  Christians  who 
lived  mixed  with  them  ; but  the  Arabic 
Mast- Arab  means  men  who  have  lived 
with  and  tried  to  imitate  the  Arab,  and 
who  were  not  true  Arab-al-Araba  like 
the  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews  (Moh.  D.  i. 
420).  The  discontinuance  of  the  Gothic 
ritual  was  the  work  of  the  French,  who 
denationalised  Spain  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  ultra  Romanism ; for  Ber- 
nardo. not  conteut  with  dispossessing 
the  Moslem,  next  assailed  the  Chris- 
tians, and  worked  on  his  weak  coun- 
trywoman, Queen  Costanza,  until  she 
perverted  her  husband.  He,  however, 
had  much  difficulty  in  substituting  the 
Gregorian  mass-hook  in  the  place  of 
the  Gothic  and  national  one ; for  his 
independent  subjects,  who  abhorred 
foreign  dictation  and  innovation,  clung 
to  their  primitive  ritual,  distinguishing 
its  rival  as  el  Rito  Calico,  an  epithet 
since  given  to  other  matters  derived 
from  France : at  last  the  change  was 
effected  by  judicial  combat,  each  ritual 
having  its  armed  champion;  but  when 
the  Gothic  defender,  Juan  Ruiz,  de- 
feated his  Gallo-Papal  opponent,  the 
perfidious  Bernardo  refused  to  abide 
by  the  award  of  his  self-sought  trial, 
and  then  appealed  to  the  test  of  fire;/ 
then  the  two  volumes  were  placed  on 
a burning  pile,  when  the  Gothio  one 
remained  uncousumed,  while  the  Gal- 
lo-Romano  leapt  out.  In  spite,  how- 
ever, of  these  two  verdicts,  the  French 
fashion  prevailed,  and  the  antagonist 
rituals  first  were  allowed  a concurrent 
usage,  until  the  intruder,  by  bribes  and 
force,  finally  trampled  down  its  rival ; 
hence  the  proverb,  Uonde  quieren  Reyes 
ahi  ran  /eyes,  or,  “ might  makes  right.” 
The  Gregorian  mass  was  first  chanted 
at  Toledo  Oct.  5,  1086.  Ximenez 
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printed  the  original  ritual  at  Alcald  de 
H enures  in  1500 ; as  the  edition  became 
very  rare,  it  was  reprinted  by  Loren- 
zana,  in  1700,  at  Puebla  de  los  An- 
geles, in  Mexico,  and  again,  by  him, 
at  Rome,  in  1785-1804:  consult  for 
details  his  prefaces ; also  Ortiz,  chapter 
41  ; the  life  of  Ximenez,  by  Eugenio 
Roblez,  4to.  Toledo,  1604;  and  ‘ His- 
tory of  the  Reformation  in  S/min,’  by 
M'Crie.  The  walls  of  this  chapel  were 
painted  in  fresco  by  Juan  de  Borgona, 
in  1514,  and  represent  the  campaign 
of  Oran,  which  was  planned,  defrayed, 
and  headed  by  Ximenez  in  person ; 
hence  the  saying,  “ Pluma,  Purpura, 
y Espada,  solo  en  Cisneros  se  halla." 
Remember  that  Spaniards  generally 
call  Ximenez,  Cisneros.  On  the  day 
that  Oran  was  taken.  May  18,  1508, 
the  sun  stood  still ; thus  the  whole 
system  of  the  heavenly  spheres  was 
deranged,  in  order  that  a ferocious 
sack  might  be  prolonged  under  the 
eyes  of  the  Cardinal,  who  blessed  the 
soldiers  while  rioting  in  blood  and 
lust.  Compare  p.  68. 

Next  visit  la  Sala  Capitular  de 
Invierno,  the  winter  chapterhouse : the 
ante-room  is  very  Moorish.  The  square 
portal  was  executed  by  Bernardino 
Bonifacio,  and  the  doorway  by  An- 
tonio Gutierrez  in  1504,  after  designs 
of  Antonio  Rodriguez,  and  defrayed 
by  Ximenez.  They  are  among  the 
first  specimens  of  the  renaissance  in 
Spain ; observe  also  the  three  elaborate 
niches  with  rich  finials.  The  superb 
artesonado  ceiling  was  painted  by  Fran- 
cisco Lara.  Observe  particularly 
the  elaborate  carvings  on  the  oldest 
wardrobes,  which  were  wrought  in 
1549-51,  for  the  Archbishop  Siliceo 
(who  rose  from  having  been  tutor  to 
Philip  II.),  by  Gregorio  Pardo,  a pupil 
of  Berruguete,  to  whom  they  are  erro- 
neously attributed.  On  entering  the 
tala  first  look  up  and  down  at  the 
pavement  and  glorious  ceiling.  The 
walls  are  decorated  with  a series  of 
paintings,  executed  in  1511  for  Car- 
dinal Ximenez,  by  Juan  de  Borgona, 
and  which  much  resemble  Pietro  Peru- 
gino  in  style.  The  best  are  the  Na- 
tivity of  the  Virgin — her  meeting  St. 
Elizabeth  in  a rocky  scene — the  Gift 


of  the  Casulla — and  a pretty  “ Holy 
' Family  ” near  the  throne.  Above  the 
j seats  are  hung  portraits  of  the  pri- 
mates, which,  from  Ximenez  down- 
| wards,  are  genuine ; the  earlier  are 
good  and  true  men  of  master-mind, 
who  bore  their  great  commissions  in 
their  looks ; but  the  church  kept  pace 
with  the  degradation  of  country  and 
art,  and  the  bathos  is  complete  in  the 
booby  Bourbon  baboon  infante  Luis, 
who  is  the  personification  of  mitred 
imbecility. 

Now  visit  the  portion  of  the  cathe- 
dral which  contains  the  pictures,  re- 
lics, &e.,  that  are  kept  in  the  Sagrario, 
Sacristia,  Ochavo,  and  other  saloons, 
which  were  planned  in  1588  by  Car- 
dinal Quiroga,  begun  in  1616  by  Juan 
Bautista  Monegro  for  Cardinal  Rojas, 
and  finished  by  Archbishop  Moscoso 
in  1652-8.  The  grand  entrance  in 
coloured  marbles  to  the  Capilla  del 
Sagrario  was  erected  in  1610  by  Car- 
dinal Rojas,  who  was  nephew  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  minister  to  Philip 
III.  His  family  is  buried  in  the  Ca- 
pilla Santa  Marina ; observe  the 
tombs,  inscriptions,  roof,  and  frescos 
by  Caxes  and  Carducho.  The  ceiling 
of  the  Salon  de  la  Sacristia  is  painted 
by  Luca  Giordano  with  the  standing 
miracle  of  the  Casulla:  observe  the 
artist’s  own  portrait  near  the  window 
to  the  1.  of  the  altar.  Among  the  best 
pictures  are  a Venetian-like  Martyr- 
dom of  Santa  Leocadia  by  Orrcute, 
with  a fine  figure  in  black  near  a 
pillar — el  Calvario,  or  Christ  bearing 
his  Cross,  by  El  Greco,  somewhat 
raw ; also  by  him  a Nativity  and  an 
Adoration.  Inquire  particularly  for  a 
small  San  Francisco,  a carved  image 
of  about  2^  feet  high,  by  Alonso  Cano, 
which  is  a masterpiece  of  cadaverous 
extatic  sentiment.  In  the  Vestnario 
are  other  pictures,  and  among  them  a 
Julio  II.  equal  to  Vandyke:  a Nati- 
vity and  a Circumcision  by  Bassano ; 
a sketch  by  Rubens  of  St.  George  and 
the  Holy  Family;  an  Entombment, 
Bellino.  The  ochavo  is  an  oetagou, 
completed  in  1630  by  a son  of  El 
Greco,  with  most  precious  marbles 
and  a painted  dome.  Here  are  kept 
the  Virgin’s  splendid  dresses  and  the 
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most  holy  relics ; the  church-plate  was 
once  a Loreto ; the  chief  articles  were 
removed  to  Cadiz  at  the  invasion,  just 
as  the  Toledans  eleven  centuries  before 
sent  away  to  the  Asturias  their  penates 
and  property,  which  thus  escaped  the 
infidel  spoiler.  The  French  however 
gleaned  pretty  well,  having  taken 
about  23  cwt.  of  silver  from  this  cathe- 
dral. The  admirer  of  old  plate  will 
inquire  for  the  silver-gilt  urnas,  made 
for  the  bodies  of  San  Eugenio  and  Santa 
Leocadia  for  Philip  II.,  by  Francisco 
Merino,  1 566-87 ; a statue  of  St.  Fer- 
dinand in  silver;  a Gothic  Custodia, 
a master-piece  of  Henrique  de  Arphe 
(see  p.343);  the  identical  cross  of 
Cardinal  Mendoza,  which  was  hoisted 
in  1492  on  the  captured  Alhambra; 
the  sword  of  Alonso  VI.,  the  conqueror 
of  Toledo ; an  Incensario,  made  in  the 
shape  of  a ship  (navis,  nave,  nief) ; a 
Gothic  spire-6haped  Relicario,  which 
branches  out  like  an  epergne  and  holds 
some  well-preserved  relics,  a precious 
vessel  encased  with  antique  gems : the 
huge  silver  allegories  of  the  four  quar- 
ters of  the  globe  are  more  valuable  from 
material  than  fine  art.  For  its  former 
glories  consult  Sayrario  de  Toledo, 
Joseph  de  Valdevielso,  Mad.  1611 ; and 
Description  de  la  Capilla  del  Sagra- 
rio,  Pedro  Herrera,  4to.  Mad.  1617. 

The  sacred  image  of  the  Virgin  is 
carved  of  black  wood.  It  was  saved 
(se  dice ) in  711  from  the  infidels  by 
one  Godman  (Goodman),  an  English- 
man, who  hid  it  in  a vault,  from 
whence  it  reappeared  at  the  re-con- 
quest of  Toledo.  It  is  seated  on  a 
silver  throne  made  in  1674,  under  a 
silver-gilt  canopy,  supported  by  pillars. 
Her  crown  is  one  mass  of  jewellery, 
with  a remarkable  emerald  and  dove 
of  pearl  hanging  under  a diamond 
cross;  her  wardrobe  is  kept  in  a 
smaller  Sacristia.  On  grand  occasions 
she  is  arrayed  in  brocade,  stiff  with 
gold  and  pearls,  in  order  to  display 
which  the  petticoat  is  widened  out  at 
the  base,  terminating  in  a point  with  her 
crown : her  rings,  necklaces,  and  trin- 
kets are  very  numerous  and  valuable. 

Next  visit  the  elegant  Gothic  clois- 
ters, which,  full  of  sunshine  and 
flowers,  were  erected  by  Archbishop 


Tenorio  in  1389,  on  the  site  of  the 
Alcana  or  Jews’  market,  which  he 
destroyed.  He  caused  the  walls  to 
be  painted  in  fresco,  in  the  style  of 
Memmi  and  Gaddi,  with  subjects  which 
are  described  by  Ortiz  (ch.  52).  These 
extraordinary  and  almost  unique  spe- 
cimens of  art  in  the  fourteenth  century 
were  all  effaced  in  1775  by  the  bar- 
barian chapter,  who  employed  the 
feeble  Bayeu  and  Maella  to  cover  the 
spaces  with  their  commonplace  aca- 
demical inanities,  whose  raw  modern 
tones  mar  the  sober  Gothic  all  around. 
These  daubs  represent  the  miracles  and 
legends  of  San  Eugenio,  Santa  Leoca- 
dia, and  other  local  tutelars.  Opposite 
to  that  in  which  Philip  II.  translates 
Eugenio’s  body  is  a most  interesting 
Gothic  inscription  let  into  the  wall, 
which  was  found  in  1581,  in  digging 
the  foundations  for  San  Juan  de  la 
Penitencia ; this  early  record  runs 
thus — “ In  nomine  Dni  consecrata  est, 
Ecclesia  Scte  Marie,  in  catolico  die 
primo  idus  Aprilis,  anno  feliciter  primo 
regni  Dni  nostri  gloriosissimi  FI. 
Reearedi  Regis  Era  625,”  t.  e.  a.l>. 
587.  Next  proceed  to  the  beautiful 
plateresque  gate  del  Nino  perdido,  “ of 
the  lost  child.”  which  was  erected  in 
1565  by  Toribio  Rodriguez.  This 
boy  has  been  the  theme  of  many  a 
pen  and  pencil ; consult  therefore  the 
4 Histories'  by  Rodrigo  de  Yepes,  4to. 
Mad.  1583;  by  Juan  Marieta,  8vo. 
Mad.  1 604  ; by  Sebastian  de  Hieve ; 
by  Antonio  Guzman,  1720;  and  also 
by  Pisa.  The  Toledan  clergy  accused 
the  Jews  of  crucifying  a Christian  boy 
at  their  Passovers,  and  of  putting  his 
heart  into  a hostia  ; and  in  1490  gave 
out  that  Juan  Passamonte,  a boy  of 
Guardia,  and  hence  named  el  Nino  de 
Guardia,  was  stolen  and  murdered, 
for  which  the  richest  Jews  were  fined 
and  burnt. 

Visit  the  Capilla  de  San  Bias;  in 
the  retablo  is  a grand  picture,  painted 
in  1584  by  Luis  de  Velasco,  by  whom 
also  is  the  Incarnation,  and  not  by  Bias 
de  Pardo ; it  represents  the  Virgin, 
Saints,  and  the  armed  infante  Fer- 
nando, who  refused  the  crown  on  the 
death  of  Henrique  III. ; the  old  frescos 
inside  the  upper  arches  are  of  the 
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thirteenth  century,  and  curious  relics. 
Iu  the  elegant  uma  in  the  centre  lies 
the  founder  of  the  chapel,  Archbishop 
Tenorio,  obt.  1399,  and  the  work  of 
Fernan  Gonzalez.  Near  lies  Arias, 
bishop  of  Plasencia,  and  friend  of 
Tenorio  j the  David  and  Lion  are  by 
Jordan.  You  ascend  to  the  upper 
portion  of  the  cloisters,  which  were 
finished  by  Ximenez,  by  a magnificent 
staircase.  A door  to  the  E.  leads  to 
the  Sala  Capitular  de  Verano,  the 
summer  chapterhouse,  in  which  used 
to  be  kept  three  excellent  pictures, 
called  la  Espada,  el  Pajaro,  and  cl 
Pez,  which  were  painted  in  1584  by 
Velasco,  although  they  have  long  been 
erroneously  attributed  to  Bias  del 
Pardo:  they  are  now  in  the  chapel 
under  the  finished  tower.  The  different 

fates  or  entrances  to  these  cloisters 
eserve  notice.  La  Puerta  de  Santa 
Catalina,  with  its  recessed  arch  inside, 
was  built  by  Gutierrez  de  Cardenas, 
who  with  his  son  are  placed  adoring 
the  Virgin  de  la  Antigua,  his  wife  and 
daughter  being  opposite.  Look  then 
at  the  Capilla  de  la  Pila  Bautismal, 
where  the  font  is  made  from  part  of 
the  destroyed  bronze  of  Luna.  La 
Puerta  Nueva,  of  the  date  1565,  is  ex- 
quisite, and  iu  the  transition  style  from 
the  Gothic  to  the  plateresque:  it  is  the 
work  of  Jose  Manzano;  the  Corin- 
thian front  is,  however,  attributed  to 
Berruguete.  The  Puerta  de  los  Ca- 
nonigos  en  la  Capilla  de  la  Torre,  by 
Covarrubias,  is  in  the  same  elegant 
transition. 

Next  visit  the  chapter  library,  which 
is  not  open  to  the  public.  In  the  ante- 
room are  six  fine  pictures,  of  which 
the  Judith  and  Goliath  are  the  best 
The  library,  a noble  saloon,  is  fresh, 
clean,  and  well  lighted.  It  contains 
a good  collection  of  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Arabic  MSS. ; a Bible  of  San  Isidoro; 
the  works  of  St.  Gregory,  in  7 vols., 
of  the  thirteenth  century ; a fine  Tal- 
mud and  Koran ; a Greek  Bible  of  the 
tenth  century ; an  Esther  in  Hebrew ; 
some  MSS.  of  the  time  of  Dante ; an 
illuminated  Bible,  given  by  St.  Louis  ; 
a missal  of  Charles  V.;  and  mauy 
others  of  the  age  of  Leo  X.  The 
printed  books,  of  which  most  are 


Italian,  are  said  to  exceed  7000  in 
number,  and  were  given  by  Lorenzana, 
who  bought  them  at  Rome. 

In  the  W.  plaza  of  the  cathedral  is 
the  archbishop’s  palace,  the  fine  portal 
of  which  was  made  by  Tavera  for  his 
Hospital  de  Afuera,  but  appropriated 
by  his  successor.  There  is  here  a 
library  open  to  the  public.  The  ad- 
joining Casa  del  Ayuntamiento  or 
mansion-house  was  built  by  Domenico 
Greco.  On  the  fine  staircase  are  some 
admirable  verses  addressed  to  the  mu- 
nicipality, desecluid  las  ajiciones,  codi- 
cias,  amor  y miedo.  The  architect  will 
have  much  to  observe  in  Toledo ; one 
peculiarity  is  the  arrangement  of  the 
house  portals,  the  soffits,  projecting 
door-posts,  lintels,  and  cannon-ball 
ornaments.  Visit  once  exquisite  la 
Casa  de  Vargas,  which  overlooks  the 
Vega,  and  was  built  for  the  secretary 
of  Philip  II.  by  Vergara,  as  richly  as 
a piece  of  Cellini  plate.  Observe  the 
ruined  faqade,  patio,  aud  staircase.  It 
had  long  lieen  abandoned  by  its  un- 
worthy owner,  the  Coude  de  Mora,  a 
/u etpos,  although  a descendant  of  Tole- 
do's historian;  yet  time  had  used  it 
gently  until  the  French  invader  came, 
who,  having  pillaged  the  interior, 
burnt  and  destroyed  the  rest. 

Near  the  Zocodover  is  the  Hospital 
de  la  Cruz,  founded  in  1504  by  Pedro 
Mendoza,  the  great  Cardinal  de  Santa 
Croce.  The  positiou  over  the  Tagus 
is  glorious,  and  the  building  was  one 
of  the  gems  of  the  world,  nor  can  any 
chasing  of  Cellini  surpass  the  elegant 
portal,  over  which  the  Invention  of  the 
Cross  is  placed,  with  the  kneeling 
founder  and  Santa  Helena.  The  ge- 
neral style  of  the  edifice  is  in  the 
transition  from  florid  Gothic  to  the 
classical  aud  renaissance.  It  was 
finished  in  1514  by  Henrique  deEgas, 
for  whose  exquisite  chiselings  the 
creamy  stone,  la  piedra  blanca,  seems 
to  have  been  created.  A superb  patio 
is  enriched  with  the  arms  of  the  proud 
Mendoza,  and  their  Ave  Maria  gratia 
plena  motto.  Observe  particularly  the 
two  beautiful  patios,  the  staircase, 
which,  with  its  ceilings,  balustrades, 
&c.,  baffles  description.  The  chapel, 
one  fine  long  nave,  is  unfinished,  nor 
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is  the  aljar  placed  where  it  was  ori- 
ginally intended.  There  are  some  bad 
pictures  by  L.  Giordano,  and  a portrait 
of  the  founder.  This  edifice  is  now 
used  as  a foundling  hospital : many  of 
the  large  buildings  in  this  overhang- 
ing corner  of  Toledo  are  said  to  occupy 
the  site  of  the  old  Moorish  palace  of 
Galafre,  and  there  is  now  a plan  of 
making  here  the  great  Coleg io  Militar , 
or  military  school  of  Spain,  to  which 
purpose  the  huge  square  bald  pile,  the 
Fonda  del  Arzobispo  or  Caridad,  is 
appropriated ; that  will  be  no  loss  to 
fine  art,  but  one  trembles  for  Santa 
Cruz,  Santiago,  and  other  architectural 
gems.  In  the  adjoining  El  Carmen 
are  the  Berrugucte  noble  tombs  of 
Pedro  Lopez  de  Ayala,  obt  1444,  and 
of  another  Don  Pedro,  obt.  1599.  Do 
not  fail  to  visit  the  nunnery  of  Santiago 
or  Santa  Fe ; the  views  from  the  mira- 
dor  and  azotea  are  charming ; the 
interior  has  two  fine  patios,  enriched 
with  pillars  and  porcelain  tiles:  the 
chapel  is  elaborately  decorated,  and 
has  a semi-moro  oratory  near  the  coro. 
In  the  Sal  a Capitular  are  some  pic- 
tures, and  a dead  Christ,  attributed  to 
Alonso  Cano ; but  Monsieur  Soult  re- 
moved all  the  best.  The  nuns  are  noble 
ladies,  Caballero*,  and  wear  the  white 
robes' and  red  cross  of  the  order  of 
Santiago.  Next  visit  the  San  Juan  de 
la  Penitencia , founded  for  the  Fran- 
ciscan order  by  Cardinal  Ximenez  in 
1511;  the  chapel  is  plain,  and  has  been 
unfortunately  whitewashed;  the  ceil- 
ing is  of  Moorish  artesonado  character, 
but  dilapidated.  Here  also  is  the  fine 
tomb  of  Francisco  Ruiz,  Bishop  of 
Avila,  a friend  of  Ximenez,  and  by 
whom  the  edifice  was  completed.  The 
hair  of  the  seated  females  looks  some- 
what too  large  and  turban-like,  but  the 
curtain  raised  by  angels  throws  a fine 
sepulchral  shadow  over  the  prelate’s 
eifigy.  The  pillared  retablo  is  filled 
with  tedesque  paintings;  the  reja  is 
good.  The  lovers  of  the  fabulous  may 
visit  the  cave  of  Hercules,  in  which 
Roderick,  the  last  of  the  Goths,  saw 
such  portentous  visions  (see  Southey’s 
note,  54).  The  entrance  lies  near 
San  Gines,  and  was  opened  in  1546  by 
Archbishop  Siliceo,  but  it  has  never 


since  been  properly  investigated.  A 
dilapidated  specimen  of  a Moorish 
house,  with,  however,  one  handsome 
room,  is  or  was  in  the  Calle  de  la*  Tor- 
narias,  near  the  church  San  Cristobal. 
It  is  called  el  Taller  del  Mora,  because 
here  (according  to  Pisa,  iii.  6)  Am- 
bron,  the  Moorish  governor  of  Hue  sea, 
invited  the  refractory  chiefs  of  Toledo 
to  dinner,  and,  as  each  arrived,  cutoff 
their  heads,  to  the  tune  of  400. 

In  the  Calle  de  Cristo  de  la  Luz  is 
a very  curious  Moorish  mosque,  which 
was  afterwards  given  to  the  Templars: 
the  roof  is  supported  by  four  low 
square  pillars,  each  having  different 
capitals,  from  whence  spring  double 
arches,  like  those  at  Cordova.  The 
ceiling  is  divided  into  9 compartments, 
with  domes  or  media a naranjas;  the 
suspended  shield,  “ gules  a cross  or,” 
was  left  here  by  Alonso  VI.,  who 
paused  to  say  mass  when  he  entered 
Toledo  as  its  conqueror.  In  the  same 
street  is  a gloomy  pile  with  gratings, 
which  was  the  prison  of  the  penitents 
of  the  Inquisition. 

The  ecelesiologist  should  inquire  for 
the  beautiful  Ionic  chapel  in  the  Ber- 
nardine  convent  Los  Silos,  and  the  fine 
Assumption  of  the  Virgin  by  El  Greco. 
In  San  Roman  is  much  Moorish  work 
and  inscriptions,  with  singular  arches 
and  ancient  pillars.  From  the  tower 
Alonso  VIII.  was  proclaimed.  There 
are  some  strange  mummies  in  the 
vaults.  Near  it,  at  San  Clemente,  is  a 
fine  cinquecento  gate.  In  San  Pedro 
Martire  are  some  good  statues  of  Faith 
and  Charity,  and  one  of  the  Dominican 
Martyr  in  black  and  white  marble. 

The  celebrated  fabriea  de  annas,  or 
manufactory  of  Toledan  swords,  is 
placed  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus, 
about  two  miles  S.  W.  of  the  city. 
The  huge  building  wa6  raised  for 
Charles  III.  by  Sabatini,  and  is  well 
provided  with  forges,  &c.  The  blades 
made  here  are  of  a fine  temper  and 
polish,  and  so  elastic  that  they  are 
sometimes  packed  up  in  boxes  curled 
up  like  the  mainspring  of  a watch,  or 
“ compassed,”  as  Falstafif  says,  “ like  a 
good  Bilbao,  in  the  circumference  of  a 
peck,  hilt  to  point,  heel  to  head.” 
Arms  were  the  joy  and  life  of  the  abo- 


New  Castile,  boute  104. — Toledo — swords  and  steel.  499 


riginal  Spaniards,  nay  dearer  than  I 
life,  for  when  they  were  taken  from 
them  the  disarmed  committed  suicide 
(Livy,  xxxiv.  17;  Sil.  Ital.  iiL  330; 
Justin,  xliv.  2,  5). 

Their  swords  were  adopted  by  the 
Romans,  who  retained  the  epithet 
Spanish  for  their  Velites,  and  Polybius 
(iii.  114)  distinguishes  between  them 
and  those  of  Gaul,  while  Diod.  Siculus 
(v.  356)  enlarges  on  their  merits  and 
mode  of  manufacture.  Their  double 
edge  was  no  less  fetal  than  the  genuine 
Iberian  dirk,  the  prototype  of  the  mo- 
dern cuphillo,  which  Cicero  calls  pugi- 
unculus  Hispaniensis,  but  the  verna- 
cular name  was  daga  (dagger),  which 
the  Greeks  rendered  by  Ppaxv,  unde 
broquel.  Thus  the  hidalgo  was  ordered 
by  Philip  II.  in  1564  only  to  appear 
with  his  espada  (spatha)  and  his 
broquel ; the  use  of  the  latter  was  to 
cut  meat  and  despatch  a prostrate  foe,  j 
and  hence  called  misericordia ; it  was 
worn  by  the  Iberians  in  their  girdles, 
as  the  cuchillo  is  now  in  the  fajas 
(Livy,  vii.  10).  On  the  Iberian  Pugio 
see  Mart.  xiv.  33;  Strabo,  iii.  231; 
and  Diod.  Siculus,  v.  356. 

The  identical  mines  worked  by  the 
ancients  still  produce  the  finest  ores, 
for  the  soil  of  Spain  is  iron-pregnant. 
Those  near  Calatayud  on  the  jalon, 
the  “steel-tempering”  Bilbilis,  rival 
the  metals  of  the  Basque  provinces  and 
the  iron  mountains  (Plmy,  ‘ N.  H.’ 
xxxiv.  14)  of  Somorrostro  and  Mon- 
dragon ; the  steel  was  buried  in  the 
earth  in  order  that  the  baser  portions 
might  rust  away;  while  the  modern 
hierro  helado,  frozen  iron,  corresponds 
with  old  effect  of  the  Jalon,  qui  ferrum 
gelat  (Martial,  i.  50,  12).  The  steel  ] 
was  tempered  in  winter,  and  the  blade, 
when  red  hot,  was  whirled  round  in 
the  cold  air,  and  when  reduced  to  a 
cherry  heat  (the  cerezado  of  present 
practice)  was  put  into  oil  or  grease  [ 
and  then  into  boiling  water  (see  Mon- 
dragon, R.  121). 

The  military  Romans  kept  up  the 
Iberian  processes  and  manufactories, 
which  were  continued  by  the  Goths.  . 
See  San  Isidoro  (Or.  xvi.  20).  The 
Moors  introduced  their  Damascene  ] 
system  of  additional  ornament  and  , 


tempering,  and  so  early  as  852  this 
identical  fabrica  at  Toledo  was  in 
work  under  Abd-r-rahman  Ben  Alha- 
kem  (Conde,  i.  285).  The  Moors  in- 
troduced a large  double-handed  double- 
edged  sword  (Conde,  i.  456),  which 
became  the  model  of  the  medimval 
montante.  The  best  marks  are  those 
of  El  Morillo,  el  Moro  de  Zaragoza 
(on  these  brands  see  Lett.  13  of  * Dil- 
lon’s Travels  in  Spain  ’).  The  next 
best  were  made  by  Italians,  by  Andre 
Ferrara,  who  settled  at  Zaragoza,  and 
by  whom  were  furnished  those  splendid 
blades  which  Ferdiuand  sent  to  Henry 
VIII.  on  his  inarrige  with  his  daughter 
Catherine.  These  “ trenchaut  swords 
were  the  Toledos  trusty,”  of  which, 
says  Mercutio,  a soldier  dreams.” 
These  were  the  weapons  which  Othello 
the  Moor  “ kept  in  his  chamber”  like 
a treasure  : “ a sword  of  Spain,  the  ice- 
brook's  temper ; a better  never  did  itself 
sustain  upon  a soldier's  thigh.”  Other 
good  marks  are  la  loba,  and  el  perrillo, 
the  little  dog,  made  at  Toledo  by  a 
Moor  named  Julian  del  Rei. 

The  finest  collection  of  historical 
swords  in  the  world  is  in  the  Armeriu 
at  Madrid.  The  sword,  the  type  and 
arm  of  chivalry,  has  always  been 
honoured  in  Spain.  The  Moors  petted 
and  named  them  like  children  ; Ma- 
homet called  his  the  “ sword  of  God,” 
Kaled  ben  VValid ; the  Tisona,  “ the 
sparkling  brand,”  and  Colada  of  the 
Cid  were  his  spolia  opiraa  from  Moorish 
kings.  These  were  his  queridas  pren- 
das,  caras  prendas,  which  he  loved 
better  than  his  wife  and  daughters,  and 
which  figure  so  much  in  his  Romancero 
(Duran,  v.  1 54).  Many  have  mottos  in- 
dicative of  the  fine  old  Castilian  spirit, 
e.  g.  No  me  sag  ties  sin  razon , no  me  en- 
vaines  sin  honor ; Do  not  draw  me  with- 
out cause,  do  not  sheath  me  without 
honour.  The  introduction  of  fire-arms 
dealt  the  first  blow  to  Toledan  swords, 
which  then  became  the  arm  of  cavalry, 
in  which  the  Spaniards  do  not  excel. 
The  last  blow  was  the  fashion  of  the 
smaller  French  sword,  which  dispos- 
sessed the  Spanish  rapier.  Cousult  the 
essay  on  ancieut  Spanish  arms,  the 
Lancea,  Gsesura,  Olosiderou,  &c.  (‘  Hit- 
tor  ia  literaria,’  Mohedano,  iii.  336). 
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In  Spanish  the  sword  is  called  cu- 
chillo,  the  blade  cuchilla,  a gash  cuchil- 
ladci,  a stab  estocada.  Foils  with  but- 
tons are  called  net/ras,  without  blancas. 
Guerra  al  cuclnllo,  or  war  to  the 
knife,  was  the  answer  of  Palafox  to 
the  summons  of  surrender ; and  ge- 
nerally follows  the  other  national  cry, 
Mueran  los  yavachos,  death  to  the  mis- 
creant French.  For  knives,  see  Al- 
bacete,  p.  504. 

The  transition  from  old  swords  to 
old  castles  is  easy  : as  Toledo  was  the 
capital  of  the  S.  frontier  of  Spain,  it 
was  well  defended  against  the  Moors 
by  medheval  fortresses.  The  hilly 
lines  of  the  Montes  de  Toledo,  Sierra 
del  Duque,  &c.,  with  the  moat  rivers 
of  the  Tagus  and  Guadiana,  formed 
noble  sites  for  defence.  These  wild 
and  picturesque  scenes  have  scarcely 
been  investigated  save  by  Mr.  Wells; 
but  well  deserve  more  notice  from  the 
artist  and  antiquarian.  Among  the 
chief  castles  are  those  of  Montalban, 
Torrijos,  &c.,  described  at  p.  269. 

On  the  road  to  Montalban,  at  the 
village  of  Guadamiir,  2^  L.  from 
Toledo,  and  near  Fotan,  is  a very 
compact  castle  on  a small  scale,  but 
externally  well  preserved  with  bartizan 
angular  turrets  to  the  keep.  The  ruined 
rooms  have  some  Gothic  inscriptions. 
The  arms  of  the  Counts  of  Fuen- 
Salida,  over  the  entrance,  indicate 
Pedro  Lope  de  Ayala,  the  first  count 
and  favourite  of  Enrique  IV.  (see 
Vargas,  Toledo,  v.  30). 

The  castles  of  Almonacid  and  Orgaz 
may  be  conveniently  visited  in  the 
same  riding  tour ; take  a local  guide, 
and  attend  to  the  provend  ; the  former 
lies  to  the  S.  E.,  on  the  road  to  Madri- 
dejos,  and  is  about  3 L.  from  Toledo. 
The  ruiued  fortress  crowns  the  apex  of  a 
conical  hill,  and,  from  commanding  the 
plain,  was  selected  by  its  builder  Arch- 
bishop Tenorio.  It  is  of  mixed  tapia 
and  masonry.  Seen  from  afar,  with 
the  great  keep  rising  above  its  walled 
enclosure,  it  is  very  picturesque ; near 
itSebastiani  routed  Venegas,  Aug.  15, 
1809,  who,  with  27,000  men,  was  to 
have  co-operated  with  Cuesta  at  Tala- 
vera,  but  he  kept  away  in  consequence 
of  secret  instructions  from  the  traitor 


Junta  of  Seville.  Left  single-handed, 
his  whole  conduct  exhibited  a gross 
ignorance  of  his  profession  ; for  on  the 
10th  he  ought  to  have  attacked  the 
French,  who  were  far  inferior  in  num- 
ber ; but  he  delayed  until  their  reserves 
had  arrived ; and  then,  when  he  ought 
to  have  avoided  a combat,  courted  one, 
and  was  utterly  and  instantaneously 
defeated,  one  charge  sufficing  to  put 
his  whole  army  to  flight,  he  himself 
leading  the  way,  which  his  ill-equipped 
dispirited  troops  could  but  follow.  This 
miserable  man  was  thereupon  rewarded 
by  being  made  governor  of  Cadiz,  and 
was  afterwards  created  Marques  da  la 
Reunion  by  Ferdinand  VII.  Thus  the 
title  of  a Belle  Alliance  was  conferred  on 
one  by  whose  failure  of  junction  the 
allied  cause  was  exposed  atTalavera  to 
such  imminent  peril.  To  complete  these 
cosas  de  Espatia,  Toreno  (ix.)  imputes 
the  disaster  of  Almonacid  to  one  Zolina, 
who  declined  fighting  in  consequence 
of  the  bad  omen  of  his  horse  having 
stumbled  in  the  advance.  According 
to  Schepeler,  this  man  always  had  a 
chaplain  at  his  side,  and  in  battle  never 
drew  his  sword,  but  counted  his  beads ; 
and  on  another  occasion  refused  to 
cross  a murmuring  brook,  because  it 
spake  Heaven’s  warning  against  the 
attempt. 

Two  L.  on,  is  another  castle  on  the 
hill  of  Mora ; you  may  then  make  for 
Ohjaz,  5 L.  south  of  Toledo,  and  near 
the  spurs  of  the  Montes,  population 
2500.  The  parish  church,  Santo  Tome', 
although  unfinished,  is  a superb  spe- 
cimen of  the  designs  and  masonry  of 
Herrera.  The  ruiued  castle  of  the 
Coudes  is  picturesque ; for  whom  see 
p.  487.  You  can  return  to  Toledo  by 
another  route  through  Villaminaya. 

ROUTE  105. — TOLEDO  TO  ARANJUEZ. 

Villamejor 3 

Araujuez 3 ••  6 

This,  the  carriageable  road  made  by 
Cardinal  Lorenzana,  is  taken  by  the 
diligence  (see  p.  481  ; the  office  at 
Toledo  is  in  the  l'lazuela  de  la  Mag- 
dalena'), and  ascends  the  basin  of  the 
Tagus,  which  flows  on  the  1.,  some- 
| times  near,  sometimes  at  a distance, 
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through  the  valley  of  La  Sagra.  Its 
green  banks  mark  its  course,  winding 
like  a snake  in  the  desert.  The  agri- 
cultural villagers  between  the  river 
and  Madrid  are  genuine  old  Castilians, 
and  have  been  drawn  to  the  life  by  Mr. 
Borrow.  Here  exist  the  Arab  love  of 
tribe  and  hatred  of  neighbour,  for  Var- 
gas and  Villaseca  hold  no  communion. 

Villa  mejor  was  made  a much  worse 
hamlet  by  the  invaders,  who  sacked  it 
and  ravaged  the  fine  establishments 
raised  there  by  Charles  III.  Aranjuez 
is  approached  by  the  Campu  Flamenco, 
for  here  all  is  foreign.  The  road-sides 
for  the  last  2 miles  are  planted  with 
English  elms:  now  the  groves  and 
verdurous  oasis  show  what  might  be 
done  elsewhere  by  common  sense  and 
water.  The  diligence  stops  at  Aran- 
juez at  la  Posta,  but  there  is  a better 
inn,  de  las  Cuatro  Naciones,  which  has 
recently  improved : the  host  is  an 
Englishman,  named  John  Stradwickj 
his  wife  a lively  bustling  Frenchwo- 
man, who  superintends  and  understands 
the  cuisine  : the  house  is  comfortable  ; 
English,  French,  and  Spanish  spoken 
ad  libitum : Posada  de  la  Parra,  small 
but  good.  To  see  the  palace  and  gar- 
dens an  esquela  ought  to  be  had  from 
Madrid  : there  is  a good  Cicerone,  an 
old  man  named  Jose  Carrabajal,  who 
will  take  strangers  to  everything  worth 
seeing.  There  is  a description  of  the 
palace  and  gardens  by  Alvarez  de 
Quindos,  4to.  Mad.  1804,  and  a Guide 
published  in  1824  by  Manuel  de  Aleas. 
There  are  also  some  engraved  plans 
and  views  by  Domingo  de  Aguirre. 

ARANJUEZ — ara  jovis  — origin- 
ally the  summer  residence  of  Lorenzo 
Suarez  de  Figuerra,  Maestre  de  Sant- 
iago, became  a royal  property  when  i 
the  mastership  was  merged  in  the  ! 
crown  nnder  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
Charles  V.,  in  1536,  made  it  a shoot- 
ing villa,  and  Philip  II.  employed  Her- 
rera to  construct  additional  buildings. 
Much,  however,  was  burnt  by  a fire, 
and  more  taken  down  bv  Philip  V., 
who  rebuilt  the  place  a la  Frangaise. 
There  the  court  resides  every  spring 
until  June,  when  the  place  ceases  to  be 
pleasant  or  healthy,  as  the  heats  act 
upon  the  waters,  and  fill  the  air  with 


fever  and  ague ; then  royalty  departs, 
leaving  the  villages  to  dullness  and 
pestilence. 

According  to  the  people  of  Madrid, 
the  valley  of  Aranjuez  is  a Tempe, 
and,  while  the  Escorial  is  the  triumph 
of  art,  this  is  of  nature  ; and  certainly, 
to  those  born  amid  the  silent,  treeless, 
arid  Castiles,  this  place  of  water-brooks, 
gardens,  singing  birds,  and  verdure,  is 
a happy  change,  although  in  England 
the  place  would  not  be  thought  much 
of.  Now,  as  if  in  a spirit  of  contra- 
diction, while  at  Madrid  there  is  a fine 
palace  without  a garden,  here  there  is 
a fine  garden  without  a palace,  as  the 
edifice  has  small  pretensions  to  royal 
magnificence.  The  gardens  were  laid 
out  by  PBilip  II.,  and  are  such  as  Ve- 
lazquez painted  (see  Museo,  Nos.  145, 
540) ; but  the  French  chateau  was 
completed  by  Charles  IV.,  the  most 
drivelling  of  Spanish  Bourbons : again, 
it  was  frequently  plundered  by  the 
French  under  Soult,  Victor,  and  others, 
for  whose  “ vandalic  devastations”  see 
Minano,  i.  238.  They  converted  the 
gardens  into  a wilderness,  and  the 
palace  into  a home  for  owls,  yet  our 
Duke,  even  when  far  away,  at  Villa- 
toro,  wrote  immediately  to  Hill,  who 
was  about  to  occupy  Aranjuez,  “ Take 
care  that  the  officers  and  troops  respect 
the  king’s  houses  and  gardens  ” (Disp. 
Sept.  20,  1812).  So  Marlborough, 
when  advancing  a conqueror  into 
France  after  Malplaquet,  “ ordered 
Fenelon’s  house  to  be  spared.” 

Aranjuez,  during  the  Jornada  or 
royal  season,  used  to  contain  20,000 
persons  in  a crowded  and  expensive 
discomfort;  but  when  the  court  was 
absent,  it  dwindled  down  to  5000. 
In  olden  times  the  accommodations 
were  iniquitous,  for  even  the  deipnoso- 
phist  diplomats  lived  in  troglodyte 
houses  burrowed  in  the  hill-sides,  after 
the  local  rabbit-like  style  of  these 
wretched  localities  (see  p.  85).  At 
a subterraneous  dinner,  however,  given 
by  the  Nuncio,  a cart  broke  through 
and  announced  itself  as  an  entrtfe  for 
the  nonce,  whereupon  the  Italian  Gri- 
maldi, minister  to  Charles  III.,  who 
had  before  been  at  the  Hague,  planned 
a sort  of  Dutch  town,  with  avenues  iu 
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the  street,  and  thus  changed  the  village, 
as  his  celebrated  namesake,  the  clown, 
would  have  done  in  a pantomime. 
Aranjuez  has  a noble  Plaza  de  Toros, 
a tolerable  theatre,  and  a telegraph, 
which  was  set  up  to  amuse  Ferdinand 
VII.,  whose  passion  was  to  hear  some- 
thing new.  It  is  said  that  the  first 
message  which  he  sent  to  the  grave 
council  of  Castile  at  Madrid,  was  “ A 
nun  has  been  brought  to  bed  of  twins 
the  immediate  answer  was,  “ Had  it 
been  a monk,  that  would  have  been 
news.”  On  a hill  to  the  1.  going  to 
Ocana  is  a pond,  here  called,  as  usual 
(see  p.  474),  the  sea,  el  mar  de  On- 
tiyola. 

The  beloved  Ferdinand  did  not  by 
any  means  renounce  the  good  old  re- 
creations of  his  royal  ancestors,  for  he 
never  missed  Herradura,  to  which  he 
took  his  wives  and  maids  of  honour, 
just  as  Philip  IV.  did  liis.  The  cream 
of  the  funcion  was  seeing  an  operation 
performed  on  young  bulls,  which  fitted 
them  for  the  plough.  The  term  Her- 
radura  is  derived  from  the  branding 
cattle  with  a hot  iron,  Ferradura  a 
Jerro,  which  is  of  Oriental  origin,  and 
was  introduced  by  the  Saracens  into 
France,  and  is  still  called  la  Ferrude 
at  Camargue  near  Arles.  It  also  pre- 
vailed in  Spain  among  the  Goths  (San 
Isidoro,  * Or.’  xx.  1 6).  The  royal  breed- 
ing establishments  near  Aranjuez,  like 
those  near  Cordova,  were  destroyed  by 
the  invaders,  but  restored  by  Ferdinand 
VII.:  visit  the  royal'stables : there  are 
some  fine  Padres  y Garanohes  for  breed- 
ing from  mares  and  asses : the  females 
are  allowed  to  wander  at  liberty  over  a 
district  on  purpose  of  great  extent. 

The  palace  is  placed  near  the  Tagus, 
at  the  Madrid  end  of  the  village,  or 
rather  the  “ metropolis  of  Flora,”  as 
the  natives  say.  A bald  Plaza  de  San 
Antonio,  a sort  of  French  Place  dn 
Carrousel,  with  a corredor  and  iron 
railing,  affords  space  for  dust  and  glare. 
The  interior  of  the  palace  contains 
some  bad  pictures,  and  fresco  ceilings 
by  Courado  Bayeu  and  others,  which 
are  no  better.  There  is  some  good 
marqueterie  carving,  and  the  look-out 
on  the  gardens  over  the  parterre,  the 
jurdines  del  Principe,  y de  la  isla,  and 


cascade,  is  charming.  Here  all  the 
trees  in  Castile  seem  collected  as  a 
salon  for  a Cortes  of  all  the  nightin- 
gales of  Spain,  and  how  sweet,  after 
the  songless,  arid  desert,  is  “ the  me- 
lodious noise  of  birds  among  the  spread- 
ing branches,  and  the  pleasing  fall  of 
water  running  violently.”  The  gar- 
dener will  take  the  visitor  round  the 
lions  of  the  Isla,  the  last  fountain  of 
which  was  painted  by  Velazquez : the 
others  are  fine,  and  play  on  great  holi- 
days and  royal  birthdays.  The  best 
objects  to  observe  are  la  Puerta  del 
Sol,  the  Fountain  of  the  Swan,  la  Cas- 
cada,  Neptune,  and  the  Tritons ; in 
a word,  here  Nereids,  Naiads,  and 
Dryads  might  sport,  while  Flora  and 
Pomona  looked  on.  The  elms  brought 
from  England  by  Philip  1 1 . grow  mag- 
nificently under  this  combined  heat 
and  moisture.  • They  were  the  first  in- 
troduced, says  Evelyn,  into  Spain, 
where  from  their  rareness  they  are 
as  much  admired  as  palm-trees  are 
by  us. 

The  Casa  del  Labrador,  or  labourer's 
cottage,  is  another  plaything  of  that 
silly  Charles  IV,  (see  p.  472).  The 
Florera  or  Jardin  Ingles,  the  English 
garden,  as  all  foreigners  call  any  ir- 
regular place  without  order  and  with 
weeds,  was  laid  out  by  Richard  Wall, 
an  Irishman. 

It  was  at  Aranjuez,  March  19, 1808, 
that  Charles  IV.,  in  order  to  save  his 
wife’s  minion,  Godoy,  abdicated  the 
crown  in  favour  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
Toreno  prints  all  the  disgraceful  letters 
written  by  him  and  his  wife,  the  proud 
monarchs  of  Castile ! to  Murat,  their 
“very dear  brother!”  to  Murat,  who  a 
few  years  before  had  been  a pot-house 
waiter,  and  who,  in  six  weeks  after- 
wards, deluged  their  capital  with  Spa- 
nish blood.  Godoy,  a vile  tool  of  Buona- 
parte, was  thus  saved,  in  order  to  con- 
summate his  guilt  and  folly,  by  signing 
with  Duroc,  at  Bayonne,  the  transfer 
of  Spain  to  France,  stipulating  only, 
mean  to  the  last,  for  filthy  lucre  and 
pensions. 

For  the  road  to  Madrid  see  p.  86 ; 
a railroad  was  begun  May  4,  1346; 
and  for  the  communications  south  see 
R.  9.  Those  who  have  leisure  will 
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do  well  to  strike  off  to  Ocana  and 
Tarancon,  8 L.,  and  thence  make  for 
Cueuca,  returning  to  Madrid  by  any 
of  the  several  routes,  which  will  be 
pointed  out  in  their  places. 


MADRID  TO  VALENCIA. 


There  are  two  routes  ; one,  which  is 
very  circuitous,  passes  by  Albucete  and 
Almansa,  while  the  other  runs  directly 
through  Cuenca.  The  former  is  that 
taken  by  the  mails  and  diligences. 
The  coach-offices  are  iu  the  L'alle  de 
Alcala,  No.  15  and  No.  21.  The  latter 
is  scarcely  carriageable  throughout, 
although  the  road-makers  have  long 
been  at  work,  and  especially  latterly, 
near  Las  Cabrillas.  The  former,  or 
the  Camino  real,  branches  off  at  Alba- 
cete  for  Murcia,  and  at  Almansa  for 
Alicante,  and  is  lor  the  greater  portion 
dull  and  uninteresting,  while  the  ex- 
cursion to  Cuenca,  although  few  tra- 
vellers ever  make  it,  abounds  with 
every  thing  that  the  artist,  antiquarian, 
angler,  and  geologist  can  desire. 
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There  is  a talk  about  a rail  from 
Madrid  to  Valencia  by  an  English 
company,  but,  as  240,000,000  reals  are 
required,  some  time  may  elapse  before 


| it  is  finished.  Meanwhile,  these  65 
leagues  are  equivalent  to  76  j post  ones. 
To  Ocana,  see  K.  9,  after  which  the 
high  road  branches  off  to  the  1.,  con- 
tinuing almost  to  Almansa  over  a 
dreary,  treeless,  salitrose,  poverty- 
stricken  country  of  corn  aud  saffron. 
El  Corral  contains  some  4000  hard- 
working agriculturists : soon  the  A’t- 
anzares  is  crossed,  from  which  Seiior 
Munoz  takes  his  ducal  title,  and  then 
the  Guijuela,  both  being  tributaries  of 
the  Guadiana.  Now  we  quit  New 
Castile,  and  enter  into  equally  dreary 
La  Mancha  at  Quintanar  de  la  Or- 
den,  population  5000,  where  if  you 
are  riding  you  may  sleep  at  the  Para- 
dor  de  las  JJiliyencias.  To  the  r.  lies 
Toboso  aud  the  country  of  Dulciuea, 
and  those  bald  steeps  which  genius 
has  clothed  with  immortal  interest  (see 
p.  84.)  The  salitrose  swampy  plains 
between  Minaya  and  Albucete  were 
drained  by  Charles  IV.,  who  employed 
one  John  Smith,  a gentleman  not  easily 
identified,  as  his  engineer.  Thus  the 
air  is  rendered  less  unwholesome,  and 
the  marshes  more  fertile,  but  all  these 
improvements  ceased  when  the  Freuch 
arrived,  and  the  districts  were  merci- 
lessly ravaged  both  by  Moncey  and 
Caulaincourt.  Just  before  reaching 
Gineta  a corner  of  Murcia  is  enteretl. 

Albucete,  Abula,  owing  to  its  central 
position,  from  whence  roads  branch  to 
Aragon,  Murcia,  Valencia,  and  Ma- 
drid, is  a place  of  great  traffic,  and  a 
town  of  locomotives  from  the  dillv  to 
the  donkey.  Population  1 1,(100.  The 
Parador  de  la  Diliyencia  is  the  best 
inn  : the  paradores  and  mesones  are 
numerous  aud  large,  for  the  bipeds, 
quadrupeds,  and  wheel-carriages  that 
rest  here  are  countless.  The  “vast 
plaiu,”  Arabice  Al-baset,  is  very  fertile, 
being  irrigated  by  a canal,  which  tends 
to  the  increase  of  corn  and  saffron, 
while  the  undrained  swamps  produce 
fevers,  agues,  aud  mosquitos.  Another 
element  of  prosperity  is  its  audiencia, 
or  high  court  of  appeal,  which  was 
carved  in  1835  out  of  the  once  mono- 
polizing chuncilleriu  of  Granada : the 
jurisdiction  extends  over  986,000  souls ; 
the  number  tried  in  1844,  was  3332, 
being  an  average  of  one  in  every  330. 
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Albacete  is  called  the  Sheffield  of 
Spain,  as  Chatelherault  is  in  France ; 
but  everything  is  by  comparison,  and 
the  coarse  cutlery  in  each,  at  whose 
make  and  material  an  English  artisan 
sneers,  perfectly  answers  native  ideas 
and  wants.  The  object  of  a Spanish 
knife  is  to  “ chip  bread  and  kill  a man,” 
and  our  readers  are  advised  to  have  as 
little  to  do  with  them  as  may  be.  The 
pnnal  or  cuchillo,  like  the  fan  of  the 
high-bred  Andaluza,  is  part  and  parcel 
of  all  Spaniards  of  the  lower  class,  j 
who  never  are  without  this  weapon  of 
offence  and  defence,  which  is  fashioned 
like  a woman’s  tongue,  being  long, 
sharp,  and  pointed.  The  test  of  a bad 
knife  is,  that  it  won’t  cut  a stick,  but 
will  cut  a finger,  Cttchillo  malo,  corta 
al  dado  y no  al  palo. 

This  knife,  the  precise  daga  of  the 
Iberians  (see  p.  499),  is  the  national 
weapon:  henoe  Guerra  al  Cuchillo  is 
the  modern  war-cry.  Castile  expects 
that  every  knife  this  day  will  do  its 
duty,  and  such  in  fact  was  the  truly 
Spanish  war  defiance  which  Palafox  at 
Zaragoza  returned  to  the  French  sum- 
mons to  capitulate.  This  “ long  double- 
edged  ” tool  is  either  stuck,  as  the  old 
dagger  used  to  be,  in  the  sash,  or  worn 
in  the  breeches’  side-pocket,  like  the 
Greek  heroes  did  their  wupaynpia,  down 
the  “ rightthigh” (Judges iii.  16);  and 
so  the  anelace  in  Chaucer  bare  “ a 
Shefeld  thwitel  in  his  hose,”  just  as 
the  Manolas,  or  Amazons  of  Madrid, 
las  de  Cuchillo  in  liya,  have  the  repu- 
tation of  concealing  a small  knife — 
steel  traps  set  here — in  the  garter  of 
their  right  leg  (honi  soit  qui  mal  y 
pense) ; for  it  long  has  been  a notion 
that  making  a start  with  the  left  leg 
foremost  boded  ill  luck.  This  female 
trinket  is  also  called  a punalico  and 
higuela,  which,  strictly  speaking, means 
a “ petticoat  bustle and  all  these 
weapons  are  akin  to  the  Mattucashlash 
dirk,  which  the  Scotch  Highlanders 
carried  in  their  armpits : a feminine 
punaleco  now  before  us  has  the  motto, 
Sirbo  a una  dama,  I serve  a lady — 
Ich  dien.  Gentlemen’s  knives  have 
also  what  Shakspere  calls  their  “ cutler 
poetry,”  and  it  is  a Moorish  custom,  for, 
in  what  appeared  to  be  a mere  scrolly 


ornament  on  a modern  Al  bacete  cuchillo, 
has  been  read  these  Arabic  words — 
“ With  the  help  of  Allah  1 I hope  to 
kill  my  enemy.”  As  the  mottos  of 
swords  are  various  so  those  on  knives 
follow  at  a humbler  pace  j e.  g.  Soy  de 
mi  Dueiio  y Senor,  “ I am  the  thing  of 
my  lord  aud  master.” 

“ Cunrxdo  etta  vibora  pica. 

No  bay  remedio  en  la  botica" — 

when  this  viper  stings,  there’s  no  re- 
medy in  any  apothecary's  shop.  When 
the  Sistema,  or  constitution  of  1820, 
was  put  down,  royalist  knives  were 
inscribed  Peleo  a gusto  matando  negros, 
and  on  the  reverse,  Muero  por  mi  Peg, 
“ 1 die  for  my  king  ; killing  blacks  is 
ray  delight.”  The  words  Negros  and 
Carboneros  have  long  been  applied  in 
Spain  to  political  6/acAguards. 

The  term  navaja  means  any  blade 
which  shuts  into  a handle,  from  a 
razor  to  a penknife:  the  navajas  of 
Guadix,  which  rival  the  puhales  of 
Albacete,  have  frequently  a molde 
muelle  or  catch,  by  which  the  long 
pointed  blade  is  fixed,  and  thus  be- 
comes a dagger  or  hand  bayonet.  The 
click  which  the  cold  steel  makes  when 
sharply  caught  in  its  catch,  produces 
on  Spanish  ears  the  same  pleasing 
sensation  which  the  cocking  a pistol 
does  on  ours.  These  spring  and  catch 
tools  have  always  been  prohibited  by 
law,  and  always  made,  sold,  and  used 
openly.  The  gipsies,  being  great  hole- 
in-corner  men  and  catpurses,  Pinco- 
netes  y Cortadillos,  and  patrons  of 
slang,  and  flashmen,  have  fornished 
many  cant  names  to  knife,  e.  g.  glandi, 
chulo,  churri  ( charri  is  pure  Hindee 
for  a knife).  La  Serdanie,  Cachas,  dos 
puriales  a una  vez ; the  Catalans  call 
it  el  gannivete,  canif,  penknife.  It  is 
termed  in  playful  metaphor  la  tia,  my 
aunt ; corta  pluma,  a penknife ; monda 
dientes,  a tooth-pick ; aud  the  best 
makers  are  well  known.  ThusSancho 
Panza,  when  he  hears  that  Moutesinos 
had  pierced  a heart  with  a pufial,  ex- 
claims at  once,  “ Then  it  was  made  by 
Ramon  Hozes  of  Seville.”  The  handles 
are  adorned  in  a barbaric  semi-  oriental 
style,  often  with  much  inlaid  work, 
mother-of-pearl  and  coarse  niello. 
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There  is  a murderous,  business-like 
intention  in  the  shape,  which  runs 
to  a point  like  a shark  or  pirate  fe- 
lucca. A Spanish  cutler,  when  praising 
his  wares,  will  often  say,  Es  bueno  para 
maiar,  “ This  is  a capital  article  for 
killing.” 

However  unskilled  the  regular  San- 
grados  may  be  in  anatomy  and  use  of 
the  scalpel,  the  universal  people  know 
exactly  how  to  use  their  knife,  and 
where  to  plant  its  blow ; nor  is  there 
any  mistake,  for  the  wound,  although 
not  so  deep  as  a well,  nor  so  wide  as 
a church  door,  “will  serve."  It  is 
usually  given  after  the  treacherous 
fashion  of  their  Oriental  and  Iberian 
ancestors,  by  a stab  behind,  of  which 
the  ancients  were  so  fearful,  “im- 
pacatos  a tergo  horrebis  Iberos  ” (Geor. 
iii.  408),  and  “ under  the  fifth  rib,” 
and  “one  blow”  is  enough  (2  Sam. 
ax.  lo).  The  blade,  like  the  cog- 
nate Arkansas  or  Bowie  knife  of  the 
Yankees,  will  “ rip  up  a man  right 
away,”  like  a ripe  melon,  as  Sancho 
says  (Don  Quix.  ii.  32),  or  drill  him 
until  a surgeon  can  see  through  his 
body.  As  practice  makes  perfect,  a 
true  Baratero  is  able  to  jerk  his  navaja 
into  a door  across  the  room,  as  surely 
and  quickly  as  a rifle-ball ; a Spaniard, 
when  armed  with  his  cuchillo  for  at- 
tack, and  with  his  capa  for  defence,  is 
truly  formidable  and  classical.  Many 
of  the  murders  in  Spain  must  be  at- 
tributed to  the  readiness  of  the  weapon, 
which  is  always  at  hand  when  the 
blood  is  on  fire:  thus,  where  an  un- 
armed Englishman  closes  his  fist,  a 
Spaniard  opens  his  knife.  Man,  again, 
in  this  hot  climate,  is  very  inflam- 
mable and  combustible ; a small  spark 
explodes  the  dry  powder,  which  ignites 
less  readily  in  damp  England.  No 
wonder,  therefore,  that  this  rascally 
instrument,  a true  punalada  de  picaro, 
becomes  fatal  in  jealous  broils,  when 
the  lower  classes  light  their  anger 
at  the  torch  of  the  furies,  and  prefer 
using  to  speaking  daggers:  then  the 
thrust  goes  home,  vitamque  in  vulnere 
ponit.  In  jealous  broils,  which  are 
uot  unfrequent,  the  common  punish- 
ment is  gashing  the  peccant  one’s 
cheek,  which  is  called  “ marking,” 
Sp. 


branding,  or  painting — Ya  estas  sena- 
lada,  Ya  estas  pintado,  picaro ! 

The  Campo  ae  Montiel,  the  Cave  of 
Montesinos,  and  Don  Quixote  country 
(see  p.  84),  lie  to  the  W.  of  Albacete. 
A carriage-road,  19  L-,  leads  to  Man- 
zanares,  through  Osa  de  Montiel. 

After  leaving  Albacete  the  road 
branches  from  Pozo  de  la  Pena  to 
Murcia  (see  R.  32),  continuing  on  to 
Valencia,  over  an  undulating  country. 
To  the  1.,  distant  about  2 L.,  the  pic- 
turesque town  of  Chinchilla  rises  on 
an  abrupt  scarped  hill,  girdled  by 
well-preserved  walls  and  crowned  by 
a castle,  which  offers  a fine  specimen 
of  a mediaeval  hill  fort.  From  Chin- 
chilla another  road  (R.  35)  branches 
down  to  Alicante,  through  the  hills  of 
Villena,  which  gladden  the  eye  of  the 
plain-sick  traveller.  Almansa  is  well 
built  and  tolerably  flourishing.  Inn, 
Parador  de  las  Diligencias : popula- 
tion 7000.  The  Vega  is  irrigated, 
and  many  of  the  ague-breeding  swamps 
have  been  drained,  especially  those  of 
Salahar  and  San  Benito.  The  Pan- 
tan o of  Alfera  is  a fine  reservoir  of 
water,  here  an  element  of  incredible 
fertility  under  this  almost  African  sun. 
Near  Almansa  was  decided,  April  25, 
1707,  one  of  the  few  battles  in  which 
the  French  have  ever  beaten  the 
English ; and  here,  as  at  Fontenoi, 
traitors  fought  against  their  country 
and  for  its  enemy.  The  French  were 
commanded  by  an  Englishman,  by 
Berwick,  natural  son  of  James  II., 
and  nephew  to  Marlborough,  and 
therefore  of  a good  soldier  breed ; 
while  the  English  were  commanded 
by  a Frenchman,  one  Henri  de  Ru- 
vigny,  an  adventurer,  created  Earl  of 
Galway  by  William  III.,  who  was 
always  “eager  to  fight  campal  bat- 
tles,” and  never  doing  so  except  to 
be  beaten.  The  English  at  the  critical 
moment  were  deserted  by  their  Spa- 
nish allies,  who,  as  at  Barrosa, 
Albuera,  Talavera,  &c.,  left  them  to 
bear  the  whole  brunt  Again,  the 
battle,  like  that  of  Albuera,  ought 
never  to  have  been  fought  at  all, 
for  even  Peterborough,  whose  whole 
system  was  daring  and  aggressive,  had 
now  urged  a Fabian  defensive  cam- 

z 


506  ROUTE  107. — MADRID  TO  VALENCIA  BY  CUENCA.  Sect.  XI. 


paign  ; but  he  was  opposed  by  Stan- 
hope, who  was  talked  over  by  the 
Spaniard  Marques  de  las  Minas,  just 
as.  Beresford  was  by  Castanos.  The 
allies  numbered  only  12,000  foot  and 
5000  cavalry : the  French  exceeded 
30,000,  and  they  moreover  were  fresh 
and  ready,  while  the  English  were 
“ marched  and  countermarched,”  as 
at  Barrosa,  and  brought  to  the  field 
weary  and  starving.  The  day  was 
chiefly  lost  by  the  cowardice  of  the 
Portuguese  General  Atalaya.  The 
French  victory  was  complete,  but  their 
laurels  were  stained  by  the  ferocious 
sack  of  Xativa  and  breach  of  every 
plighted  capitulation.  Orleans,  after- 
wards the  Regent,  arrived  too  late  for 
the  battle,  and  thus  lost  a chance  of 
wiping  out  his  disgraces  before  Turin 
in  1706.  A short  mile  from  Almansa 
is  a paltry  obelisk,  which  marks  the 
site  of  this  most  important  battle,  and 
is  commensurate  with  Spanish  govern- 
mental ingratitude  ; and  small  indeed 
is  the  mention  made  by  Paez  and  Co. 
of  the  brave  French  who  did  the 
work,  as  the  glory  is  claimed  for  No- 
tot  r os. 

Crossing  the  Puerto  we  descend  to 
the  pleasant  V alencian  coast  by  charm- 
ing defiles.  Passing  Moyente  to  the  1. 
the  villages  increase,  heaven  and  earth 
are  changed,  all  is  gay  and  genial, 
with  one  continued  garden  of  graceful 
rice- plant  and  palm-tree.  Alberique  is 
proverbial  for  a fertility  that  knows 
no  repose,  it  is  a Tierra  de  Dios — Irigo 
aj/er  y hoy  arroz,  a land  of  God  where 
rice  to-day  succeeds  to  the  corn  of 
yesterday.  Now  we  turn  our  backs 
on  the  bald,  central  table-lauds,  on 
the  dull  Patio  pardo,  Montera,  and 
mud  cottage,  and  welcome  the  spark- 
ling Valentian,  with  his  oriental  and 
particoloured  garment,  gaudy  and 
glittering  as  the  sun  and  flowers  of 
his  province.  Alberique  is  surrounded 
with  acequias,  canals,  by  which  the 
rivers  are  drained.  The  grand  acequia 
del  Rey  crosses  the  road  into  the  Albu- 
fera,  and  isolates  with  the  Jucar  and 
its  tributaries  a remarkable  rice-tract. 
The  raised  causeway  passes  on  through 
sunken  irrigated  plots  of  ground,  which 
teem  with  plenty,  agues,  and  mos- 


| quitos.  There  are  several  routes  from 
Madrid  to  Cuenca ; one  runs  by  the 
plains  (R.  Ill),  another  by  the  mi- 
neral baths  and  mountains  (R.  110), 
and  another  communicates  with  Va- 
lencia, which  we  now  proceed  to 
describe. 
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Cuenca  is  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
cities  in  Spain;  the  site  is  romantic, 
the  artistical  objects  numerous;  the 
fishing,  botany,  and  geology  well  de- 
serving notice.  The  Spaniards  will 
endeavour  to  dissuade,  travellers  from 
going  to  this  “ tumbledown  mediicval 
city,”  no  tiene  vada  digna  de  verse ; let 
not  any  of  our  readers  be  thus  misled, 
but  set  forth  on  the  most  interesting 
tour  to  Cuenca,  its  mountains  Alarcon 
and  Minglanilla,  whence  the  distance 
to  Valencia  is  easy.  As  mules  and 
horses  are  not  easily  procured  at 
Cuenca,  from  whence  the  journey  must 
lie  ridden,  perhaps  it  will  be  as  well  to 
hire  them  at  Madrid,  and  either  send 
them  on,  or  mount  them  to  Cuenca ; 
there  is  a diligence  from  Madrid,  fare 
110  reals  in  the  berlina,  80  in  the 
interior It  stops  the  first  night  at 
Tarancon.  Travellers  pressed  for  time 
might  secure  their  places  four  or  five 
days  beforehand,  go  over  to  Toledo  by 
Illescas,  see  it,  then  make  for  Aranjuez, 
and  then  ride  7 L.  to  Fuenteduena,  and 
take  up  the  diligence. 

The  sportsman  and  artist  may  also 
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go  round  by  the  Banos  dA  Sitio  Heal 
de  Isabel  (see  p.  517),  taking  the  gon- 
dola, which  gets  there  in  16  hours — 
office  at  Madrid,  No.  7,  Calle  de  la 
Concepcion  Geronima — and  thence 
make,  with  his  rod,  gun,  and  brushes, 
over  the  wild  mountains  to  Cuenca 
(see  p.  516). 

The  country  to  Cuenca,  in  common 
with  the  central  table-land  of  the 
Peninsula,  although  uninteresting,  pro- 
duces much  corn  and  saffron.  After 
leaving  Vallecas,  and  Bacia  Madrid, 
the  Jarama  is  crossed  a little  above 
its  junction  with  the  Manzanares.  The 
dreary  character  of  the  vicinity  of 
Madrid  begins  to  diminish  near  Ar- 
gauda,  with-  its  new  suspension  bridge, 
olives,  vines,  and  corn-fields ; the  red 
wine  is  excellent.  Perales  lies  in  a 
rich  Valley  watered  by  the  Tajuna, 
which,  coming  down  from  the  Sierra 
de  Solorio,  joins  the  Henares.  Cross- 
ing it  we  enter  Villarejo,  which  has  a 
fine  ruined  castle  ; the  Gothic  parish 
church  contains  some  pictures  by  Pedro 
Orente ; thence  crossing  the  Tagus  over 
a desolate  country  to  Fuentedueha,  with 
its  new  suspension  bridge  and  Moorish 
castle,  another  monotonous  track,  with 
here  and  there  some  of  Don  Quixote’s 
windmills,  leads  to  Tarancon,  where 
the  Parador  de  las  Diliyencias  is  to- 
lerable : population  4700.  It  is  situated 
in  a plain,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rian- 
zares,  which  gives  a ducal  title  to  the 
notorious  Fernando  Munoz,  theGodoy 
of  the  day : he  was  born  at  Tarancon, 
his  father  keeping  a tobacco  estanco. 
He  and  Christina  are  building  here  a 
grand  palace.  This  town  is  one  of 
some  traffic,  from  being  in  the  middle 
of  many  cross  communications.  The 
W.  facade  of  the  fine  parish  church 
retains  its  ancient  and  minute  Gothic 
ornaments,  but  the  N.  was  modernized 
into  the  Ionic  order  in  the  time  of 
Philip  II.  The  country  now  resumes 
its  desolation,  and  the  villages  are 
scanty,  and  the  population  ill  clad, 
over-worked,  and  poverty-stricken. 

Ucles  (population  about  1500)  lies  2 
L.  from  Tarancon,  amid  its  gardens 
and  Alamedas,  which  are  watered  by 
the  Bedija;  on  a hill  above  towers 
the  once  magnificent  convent  be- 


longing to  the  order"  of  Santiago,  of 
which  Ucles  was  the  first  encomienda, 
and  the  abbot  was  mitred;  it  was 
founded  in  1174,  on  the  site  of  a 
Moorish  alcazar,  of  which  la  lorre 
Albarrana  and  a portion  was  annexed 
to  the  new  edifice.  It  commands  a 
fine  view.  The  E.  facade  is  built  in 
the  Berruguete  style,  the  N.  and  W.  in 
the  classical,  the  S.  in  bad  churri- 
guerestjue.  The  chapel  was  built  in 
1600,  in  the  simple  Herrera  style. 
Ucles  is  a fatal  site  in  all  Spanish 
annals,  for  here,  in  1100,  Sancho,  the 
son  of  Alonso  VI.,  was  defeated  and 
killed  by  the  infidel,  whereby  his 
father’s  heart  was  broken ; see  the 
affecting  account  in  Mariana  (x.  5): 
again,  here,  Jan.  13,  1809,  Victor 
routed  the  miserable  Venegas,  who 
had  advanced  from  Tarancon  to  sur- 
prise the  French,  who  to  his  surprise 
turned  on  him,  whereupon  he  fled  at 
once  to  Ucles,  and  occupied  the  strong 
hill;  but  no  sooner  did  the  enemy 
begin  to  ascend  it  than  the  Spanish 
army,  left  half  fed  and  half  armed, 
and  discouraged  by  their  unworthy 
chiefs,  turned  and  ran,  Venegas  setting 
the  example,  and  surviving  for  fresh 
disgraces  at  Almonacid  ; then  Victor 
treated  Ucles  a la  Medellin  (see  p.  261 ) — 
he  harnessed  the  clergy  and  respectable 
inhabitants,  and  made  them  drag  up  the 
hill,  like  beasts  of  burden,  whatever 
articles  of  their  property  could  not  be 
carried  off,  in  order  to  make  a “feu  de 
joie  ” for  his  victory ; next  sixty  pri- 
soners were  slaughtered  on  the  sham- 
bles, which  was  facetiously  selected  by 
this  tigre  singe  for  the  appropriate 
butchery.  Victor  then  marched  the 
survivors  to  Madrid,  having  all  who 
dropped  on  the  road  from  hunger  or 
fatigue  shot  on  the  spot.  Toreno  (viii.), 
Southey  (xviii.),  and  Schepeler  (ii. 
151)  enter  into  appalling  details;  the 
latter  compares  Victor  to  Tamerlane, 
“sorti  au  berceau  avec  le  signe  du 
sang.”  The  amiable  Monsieur  de 
Rocca  honestly  records  and  laments 
the  horrors  which  he  then  witnessed. 

Near  Ucles,  at  Cabeza  del  Griego, 
are  some  lioman  remains,  the  supposed 
site  of  ancient  Munda  and  Cartima 
(for  details,  with  plans,  see  ‘ Mem. 
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Acad.  His.’  iii.  170;  and  ‘ Esp.  Sag.,’ 
xlii.  332). 

Quitting  Tarancon,  the  elevated 
table-land,  broken,  however,  by  un- 
dulations with  swamps  in  the  hollows, 
continues  to  Iforcajada,  a true  hanging 
place.  Now  the  hills  are  covered  with 
pines  and  oaks,  and  we  ascend  a pnerto 
or  pass  over  the  highest  ridge,  from 
whence  the  waters  descend  R.  and  W. 
Crossing  the  Jucar  after  Albaladyito, 
the  country  becomes  picturesque ; and 
after  threading  a planted  defile,  rock- 
built  scrambling  Cuenca  is  entered 
over  its  ancient  bridge.  There  is  a 
good  inn,  Purador,  or  la  Casa  de  la 
Administracion  de  las  JEligencias. 
Mine  host  is  most  civil,  and  the  Cod- 
nera  has  studied  her  art  in  France. 
Sportsmen  will  do  well  to  inquire  for 
one  Fernando,  an  honest  trustworthy 
fellow,  who  knows  every  inch  of  the 
country,  and  may  be  taken  on  sporting 
excursions : he  charges  only  6 reals  a 
day.  Attend  to  the  provend.  The 
rivers  near  Cuenca  are  mug  casti- 
gados ; go  therefore  into  the  mountains, 
where  deer-stalkers  may  do  much 
business  (see  post,  p.  515).  There  is 
another  inn,  Posada  del  Sol,  in  the 
suburb  on  the  road  to  Minglanilla. 

CUENCA,  a word  derived  either 
from  Concha,  “ a shell,”  or  from  the 
Arabic  Cuemcom,  “ a pitcher,”  is  indeed 
a hill-girt  shell,  and  the  capital  of  its 
mountainous  district,  being  itself  about 
3400  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
The  chains  to  the  N.E.  are  continua- 
tions of  the  Cantabrian  range,  which 
serpentines  through  Spain  by  Burgos, 
Oca,  Montcayo,  Molina  de  Aragon, 
and  Albarraein.  The  fine  forests 
called  los  pinares  de  Cuenca  are  pro- 
verbial, and  rival  those  of  Soria.  The 
scenery  in  these  immemorial  woods 
and  rocks  is  Salvator  Rosa-like,  while 
the  lakes  and  streams  contain  trout, 
and  the  hills  abound  in  curious  botany 
and  geology,  which  have  yet  to  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Cuenca,  now  poverty  stricken,  in  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries  was 
densely  peopled  with  busy  rich  traders 
in  its  staple,  wool ; now  it  has  scarcely 
300  souls  to  the  square  league  ; while 
Cuenca,  its  capital,  barely  contains 


' 8000  inhabitants.  The  mountains, 
! monies  orospedani,  were  the  fastnesses 
of  the  brave  Celtiberians,  who  waged 
a desperate  Guerilla  contest  against 
the  Romans,  just  as  Juan  de  Zerecedo 
did  in  the  War  of  the  Succession,  and 
the  Empecinado  in  our  times  against 
the  French,  by  whom  many  were  the 
sackings  of  Cuenca ; the  first  and  most 
fatal  was  byCaulaincourt,  who  was  sent 
by  Savary  to  relieve  Moncey  after  his 
failure  before  Valencia.  The  French 
entered  July  3,  1808  ; the  clergy,  who 
came  out  in  their  sacred  dresses  to 
welcome  them,  with  flags  of  truce, 
were  fired  on  and  butchered  ; for  the 
details,  which  exceeded,  says  Schepeler, 
“ les  horreurs  ordiuaires,”  see  his  his- 
tory (i.  148).  Caulaincourt’s  private 
spoil  in  church  plate  was  enormous, 
for  he  had  the  glorious  custodia  moved 
to  his  quarters,  and  there  broken  up 
into  portable  pieces ; nevertheless  he 
was  afterwards  made  by  Buonaparte 
gouverneur  de  ses  pages ; this  Mentor, 
having  taught  their  young  ideas  to 
shoot,  was  sent  to  his  account  by  a 
bullet  at  Moscua,  Sept.  7, 1812.  Cuenca 
was  again  sacked  by  Gen.  Hugo  (the 
ravager  of  Avila)  June  17,  1810,  and 
again,  April  22,  1811,  by  La  Houssaye, 
the  spoiler  of  Escorial  and  Toledo.  It 
was  once  celebrated  for  its  splendid 
silver-work,  and  the  family  of  the  Be- 
cerriles  were  here  what  the  D’Arphes 
' were  to  Leon,  or,  as  in  Italy,'  Foppa 
[ (Caradosso)  of  Milan,  was  to  Cellini 
of  Florence.  Alonso  and  Francisco 
Becerril  both  lived  at  Cuenca  early  in 
1500,  and  by  them  was  exquisitely 
wrought  the  once  glorious  custodia, 
in  1528-46,  and  described  at  length  by 
Pons,  iii.  73;  which,  with  other  splen- 
did crosses,  chalices,  &c.,  were  plun- 
dered by  Caulaincourt,  whose  whole- 
sale sacrilege  created  such  a national 
indignation  that  Joseph,  the  very  day 
on  which  he  entered  Madrid,  decreed 
their  replacement  at  the  cost  of  the 
Government.  It  need  not  be  said  that 
not  an  ounce  was  ever  restored : but 
the  paper  read  well  at  Paris ; nay,  his 
imperial  and  royal  majesty  king  Joseph, 
while  penning  if,  was  himself  busy  with 
Ferdinand’s  plate-ches's,  which  he  soon 
carried  off  (see  Toreno,  iv.). 
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Cuenca  is  romantically  situated  on  a 
peak  about  half-way  between  Madrid 
and  Valencia,  on  the  confluence  of  the 
Jucar  and  Huecar,  and  between  the 
heights  San  Cristobal  and  el  Socorro ; 
for  details  consult  * Poliencomio  de 
Cuenca,’  Reinosa  Solera,  4to.  Cuenca, 
1624;  and  ‘ La  Ilistoria,'  Juan  Pablo 
Martir  Rizo,  folio,  Mad.  1629,  a curious 
volume,  which  also  contains  portraits 
of  the  Mendozns,  long  its  governors. 
According  to  this  author  the  city  was 
founded  on  the  very  same  day  and  at 
the  very  same  hour  that  Rome  was. 
In  honest  truth,  however,  it  is  purely 
Moorish,  and  like  Ronda,  Alhama,  and 
Alarcon,  is  built  on  a river-isolated 
rock.  It  was  given  in  1106  by  Ben 
Abet,  king  of  Seville,  as  part  of  the 
portion  of  Zaida  his  daughter,  and 
wife  of  Alonso  VI.  The  inhabitants, 
however,  rebelled,  and  the  city  was 
retaken  by  Alonso  VIII.,  Sept.  26, 
1177.  The  campaign  is  detailed  by- 
Mariana  (xi.  14),  how  Alonso  VIII. 
was  in  want  of  everything  at  the  cri- 
tical moment : the  site  of  his  camp  of 
starvation  is  still  shown  at  Fuentes  del 
Key.  The  town  was  captured  at  last 
by  a stratagem,  devised  by  a Christian 
slave  inside,  one  Martin  Alhaxa  (buenu 
alhaja  de  criado ),  who  led  out  his 
Moorish  master’s  merinos,  as  if  to  pas- 
ture, but  then  gave  them  to  his  hungry 
countrymen,  who,  having  eaten  them 
up,  put  on  sheep’s  clothing,  and  were 
taken  back  on  all  fours,  being  let  into 
Cuenca  by  a small  still-existing  post- 
ern in  the  walls ; from  this  strange 
flock  sprang  most  of  the  hidalgo  fami- 
lies of  Cuenca,  e.  g.  the  Albomoz, 
Alarcon,  Cabrera,  Carrillo,  Salazar, 
&c. 

Cuenca,  once  celebrated  alike  for 
its  arts,  literature,  and  manufactories, 
now  only  retains  its  picturesque  posi- 
tion, which  could  not  be  destroyed; 
still  the  beautiful  Huecar  and  Jucar 
( sucro , the  sweet  waters,  aguas  dulcet J 
come  down  through  defiles  planted 
with  charming  walks,  and  spanned  with 
bridges,  placed  there  for  the  artist ; 
above  topples  the  eagle’s-uest  town, 
with  its  old  walls  and  towers,  and 
houses  hanging  over  the  precipices 
and  barren  rocks,  which  enhance  the 


charm  of  the  fertile  valleys  below. 
From  the  suburb  the  town  rises  in  ter- 
races, as  it  were,  of  tier  above  tier, 
roof  above  roof,  up  to  the  plaza  and 
cathedral,  which  occupy  almost  the 
only  level  space,  for  the  streets  are 
steep,  tortuous,  and  narrow. 

Fully  to  appreciate  the  beauty  of 
Cuenca  the  following  tour  may  be 
taken.  Proceed  to  the  bridge  of  two 
arches,  which  crosses  the  pretty  J ucar  at 
the  western  end  of  the  town.  Descend 
to  the  path  which  passes  under  one  of 
the  arches,  and  then  keep  along  up  the 
right  bank  of  the  river  ; just  below  the 
bridge  is  a ruined  weir  by  which  the 
waters  were  dammed  up,  and  filled  the 
stream  as  it  passed  under  the  cliff  on 
which  the  town  stands ; but  now  it  is  a 
small  brawling  torrent  running  over 
an  uneven  bed ; the  colour  of  the 
water  is  beautiful,  clear,  limpid,  with 
a slight  greenish  tint  Passing  the 
copse  of  poplar  and  white  aspens,  above 
on  the  r.  rises  rock -built  Cuenca. 
Continue  the  walk  on  to  the  bridge 
San  Anton,  which  crosses  the  Jucar  at 
the  other  end  of  the  town,  and  sketch 
it  if  you  will,  for  it  consists  only  of 
timber-beams  laid  upon  stone  piers ; 
but,  before  going  over  it  ascend  further 
up  the  r.  bank,  look  back  on  the  town 
and  into  the  valley.  Next  cross  the 
bridge,  and  ascend  a zigzag  pathway 
cut  in  the  rock  to  the  little  alameda, 
which  looks  like  a shelf  squeezed  in  at 
the  angle  of  the  town ; from  thence  is 
a striking  view  of  the  valley  ; continue 
along  the  pathway  which  leads  to  the 
summit  of  the  ridge  at  the  end  of  which 
the  town  is  built;  cross  the  table- 
ground  until  you  look  down  upon  the 
valley  of  the  Huescar ; about  a quarter 
of  a mile  from  Cuenca,  steps  cut  in  the 
rock  lead  down  to  a spring  or  stream- 
let which  finds  its  way  down  the  slopes 
by  a devious  course  into  the  Huecar, 
irrigating  numerous  gardens  filled 
with  fine  vegetables  and  fruit-trees, 
and  feeding  the  creepers  which  mantle 
luxuriously  the  crags  and  stones.  The 
pathway  which  leads  down  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  valley  is  not  easy  to  find  out 
without  instruction ; it  runs  just  be- 
yond a tank  where  picturesque  washer- 
women congregate,  forming  artistieal 


510 


BOCTB  107. — CUENCA — THE  CATHEDRAE.  Sect  XI. 


groups  and  colours.  The  Huecar  is 
hut  a brook,  and  is  so  much  bled, 
sanyrado,  or  drained  off  for  the  gar- 
dens on  the  low  ground  near  it,  and  so 
darkened  by  sewers,  &c.,  that  when  it 
reaches  the  Jucar  it  is  little  better — 
eon  perdon  sea  dicho  - — than  a ditch. 
As  we  descend  there  are  beautiful 
views  of  the  bridge  and  convent  of  San 
Pablo,  and  of  the  surrounding  cliffs, 
rocks,  and  mountains ; keeping  a path 
which  conducts  to  the  level  of  the 
bridge,  cross  it  to  the  Dominican  mo- 
nastery ; this  viaduct,  worthy  of  the 
Romans,  rivals  in  height  ana  solidity 
the  arches  of  Merida,  Alcantara,  and 
Segovia,  and  rises  150  feet,  350  long, 
connecting  the  broken  riscos  or  rocks. 
It  is  reared  on  colossal  piers,  and  was 
built  in  1523  by  Francisco  de  Luna,  at 
the  cost  of  the  Canon  Juan  de  Pozo, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  monks.  It 
has  been  allowed  to  get  out  of  repair, 
and  has  been  most  bunglingly  mended; 
examine  the  E.  face  of  the  pier  nearest 
the  city ; the  parapet  has  been  negli- 
gently built  within  its  original  posi- 
tion, instead  of  a proper  restoration ; 
thus  only  mules  and  foot  passengers 
can  pass  where  two  carriages  could 
formerly,  and,  what  is  worse,  the  ap- 
proaching decay  of  the  whole  bridge 
is  accelerated.  The  facade  of  San 
Pablo  has  unfortunately  been  modern- 
ised. The  retablo  of  the  high  altar  is 
composed  of  the  richest  jaspers ; the 
order  is  Corinthian.  The  figures  of 
three  monks  are  placed  between  the 
pillars  in  the  divisions.  The  interior 
of  the  church  is  simple  ; two  bold 
semicircular  arches  form  each  side  of 
the  nave,  each  recess  containing  a 
chapel;  the  groining  of  the  roof  is 
good ; the  stones  are  pointed  or  marked 
by  yellows  and  gilding. 

Returning  over  the  bridge  and  as- 
cending into  the  town  yon  soon  reach 
the  plaza  and  cathedral,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  in  Spain,  being 
a museum  of  fine  art ; the  first  stone 
was  laid  in  11 77  by  Alonso  VIII.,  who 
removed  to  the  new  bishopric  the  an- 
cient sees  of  Valera  and  Arcos.  It 
was  consecrated  by  the  fighting  prelate 
Don  Rodrigo  Ximenez  ae  Rada;  the 
style  of  the  edifice  is  simple  and  severe 


Gothic  with  a semicircular  E.  termina- 
tion. The  fa9ade  fronting  the  plaza 
was  modernised  in  1664-9  by  a blun- 
derer named  Josef  Arroyo,  by  order  of 
the  chapter,  which  once  was  very  rich 
in  cash,  although  miserably  poor  in 
good  taste.  They  also  painted  the  in- 
terior yellow,  picked  out  with  black  ; 
white  at  least  would  have  been  more 
appropriate,  in  imitation  of  the  cathe- 
dral at  Siena,  and  in  compliment  to 
Diego  de  Mendoza,  a Cuencan,  who 
then  ruled  so  long  a despot,  and  who 
now  is  buried  in  this  cathedral.  Of 
his  great  family  was  Don  Garcia 
Hurtado  de  Mendoza,  fourth  Marques 
ofCanete,  the  hero  of  the  Araucanian 
war,  which  forms  the  subject  of  the 
Epic  of  Spain  by  Ercilla.  See  ‘ Los 
Hechos,’  &c.,  by  Suarez  de  Figueroa, 
4 to.,  Mad.  1613. 

Walk  to  the  transept,  and  look 
around,  and  especially  at  the  fine 
painted  windows  and  the  circular 
sweep  ; the  arches  are  semi-Moorish 
and  semi -Gothic,  and  spring  from  a 
bold  cornice,  which  projects  beyond 
the  heads  of  the  lower  columns.  The 
ornate  semi-Moorish  arch  which  forms 
the  entrance  to  the  high  altar  springs 
from  corbels,  or,  to  speak  more  cor- 
rectly, excrescences  from  the  capitals  ; 
and  a similar  oriental  form  is  preserved 
in  the  arches  at  the  W.  end  of  the  ca- 
thedral, but  they  spring  from  the  heads 
of  the  piers  in  the  common  plan  of  Go- 
thic construction.  The  coro,  placed  as 
usual  in  the  centre,  was  unfortunately 
modernised  and  spoilt  by  Bishop 
Florez,  of  whose  vile  period  are  the 
organs  and  jasper  pulpit ; the  splendid 
reja , however,  and  the  eagle  lettern,  or 
facistol,  are  of  the  olden  time,  and 
masterpieces  of  Hernando  de  Arenas, 
1557.  The  original  retablo  was  re- 
moved in  the  last  century  in  order  to 
make  place  for  the  present  high  altar, 
which  is  indeed  ns  fine  as  jaspers  can 
make  it;  although  classical  in  style, 
it  is  stamped  with  the  academical  com- 
monplace of  its  designer,  Ventura  Ro- 
driguez, obt.  1785.  The  statue  of  the 
Virgin  was  sculptured  in  Genoa ; the 
trasparente  or  heavy  pile  at  the  back 
of  the  altar,  and  long  the  boast  of 
Cuenca,  is  dedicated  to  San  J ulian,  once 
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Bishop  of  Cuenca,  who,  with  San  Ono- 
rato,  are  the  honoured  tutelars  of  this 
city.  The  jaspers  are  very  rich,  and 
the  bronze  capitals  costly ; the  green 
columns  were  brought  from  the  Bar- 
ranco  de  San  Juan  at  Granada.  The 
uma,  with  the  statueB  of  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Charity,  were  wrought  at  Carrara, 
in  1758,  by  Francisco  Vergara,  a Va- 
lencian  settled  in  Italy.  The  cost  of 
transport  from  Alicante  was  enormous  : 
but  they  are  academical  inanities  with- 
out life,  soul,  or  sentiment.  As  Cuenca 
in  placed  in  a jasper  district,  the  ca- 
thedral is  naturally  adorned  with  this 
costly  material ; all  the  chapels  deserve 
notice.  Beginning,  therefore,  from 
the  W.  door  at  the  third  chapel  to  the 
r.,  observe  the  portal  and  reja  of  the 
glorious  Capilla  de  lot  Apostoles, 
which  is  built  in  rich  plateresque  with 
a Gothic-ribbed  ceiling  of  a most 
beautiful  stone  from  the  neighbouring 
quarries  of  Arcos.  Passing  the  clas- 
sical retablo,  observe  a smaller  altar  of 
the  time  of  Philip  II.,  with  a much- 
venerated  image  of  la  Virgen  de  la 
Salad.  Advancing  near  the  gate  to  the 
bishop's  palace  is  the  Capilla  de  San 
Martin , with  a good  altar  and  carv- 
ings, and  four  remarkable  sepulchres 
of  the  early  prelates,  Juan  Fanez,  a 
descendant  of  the  Fidus  Achates  of  the 
Cid.  Lopez,  Pedro  Lorenzo,  and  Garcia. 
Few  things  can  surpass  the  plateresque 
entrance  into  the  cloisters,  which  rises 
28  feet  high,  and  was  wrought  in  Arcos 
stone  by  Xamete  in  1546-50,  and  as 
is  inscribed  on  labels,  at  the  cost  of  the 
Bishop  Sebastian  Ramirez,  obt.  1536: 
see  his  tomb.  Some  suppose  this  Xamete 
to  have  been  a Moor,  inferring  so  from 
the  name  Xamete,  Arabict  “ bicolor 
at  all  events  he  must  have  studied  in 
the  Cellini  schools  of  Italy,  and  is  a 
worthy  rival  of  Berruguete  and  Da- 
mien Forment ; to  see  this  arch  alone 
would  repay  the  journey  to  Cuenca, 
for  it  cannot  be  described,  being  a 
thing  of  the  age  when  the  revived  arts 
of  paganism  wrestled,  even  in  the 
churches,  with  Christianity : here  we 
have  saints  and  harpies,  lions,  virgins, 
tritons,  vases,  flowers,  allegorical  vir- 
tues, &c.,  all  jumbled  together,  but 
forming  in  the  aggregate  a whole  of 


unexampled  richness  and  cinque-cento 
effect. 

The  cloisters  are  in  a different  style, 
having  been  built  in  1577-83  by  Juan 
Andrea  Rodi,  with  the  fine  stone  from 
the  neighbouring  quarries  of  la  Hoz. 
The  simple  Doric  of  Herrera  was  then 
in  vogue,  which  contrasts  with  the 
pseudo-classical  frieze  at  the  E.  end, 
which  is  the  work  of  another  hand  and 
period.  Next  observe  the  burial-chapel 
of  the  Mendozas,  in  form  a Greek 
cross  with  a cupola,  while  the  Corin- 
thian high  altar  is  adorned  with 
paintings  and  sculpture : the  monu- 
ments enriched  with  jaspers  and  arched 
niches  are  ranged  around  ; observe 
that  with  marble  columns  of  Dona 
Inez,  and  that  of  Diego  Hurtado,  vice- 
roy of  Siena,  obt.  1566.  From  the 
cloisters  you  may  ascend  to  the  Secre- 
taria ; the  view  from  the  muralla  of 
the  cathedral  is  charming. 

Next  visit  la  Capilla  de  Nuestia 
Sehora  del  Sagrario,  with  its  superb 
jaspers,  and  observe  the  miraculous 
image  which  aided  Alonso  in  his  vic- 
tories. The  exquisite  facade  to  the 
Sala  Capitular  is  worthy  of  Xamete  ; 
the  walnut  doors  carved  with  St.  Peter, 
St.  Paul,  and  Adoration  of  the  Kings, 
are  attributed  to  Berruguete,  but  the 
Transfiguration  is  by  an  inferior  hand ; 
the  walnut  Silleria  is  also  excellent. 
The  chapel  of  San  Juan  was  founded  by 
the  Canon  Juan  de  Barreda,  and  has  a 
fine  Corinthian  reja,  with  cherubs  and 
armorial  shields.  The  Capilla  de 
Santa  Elena,  opposite  the  trasparente, 
has  a beautiful  portal  and  good  walnut 
retablo.  On  the  1.  side  of  the  cathe- 
dral are  the  chapels  of  San  Juan 
Bautista . with  paintings  iu  the  retablo 
by  Christobal  Garcia  Salmeron,  who, 
born  in  1603,  became  pupil  of  Orrente, 
and  adopted  Bassan’s  style,  especially 
in  his  Nativity  and  the  Baptist  preach- 
ing. Observe  the  r$ja  in  the  chapel 
of  the  Munoz  family.  The  Capilla 
de  los  Caballeros,  so  called  from  the 
tombs  of  the  Albornoz  family,  although 
it  somewhat  encumbers  the  body  of 
the  cathedral,  is  very  remarkable ; the 
door  is  such  as  becomes  the  entrance 
of  a chamber  of  death,  being  orna- 
mented with  a celebrated  stone  ske- 
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leton;  read  tbe  inscription,  Sacellum 
militum,  &c.  The  reja  is  excellent, 
so  likewise  are  the  two  windows  at  the 
E.  end,  which  are  richly  painted  and 
decorated  with  armorial  blazons.  The 
fine  pictures,  date  1 526,  in  the  retablo 
were  given  by  the  Prothonotary 
Gomez  Carrillo  de  Albomoz,  who 
had  lived  long  in  Italy ; they  are 
painted  by  Hernando  Yaiiez,  an  able 
artist,  whose  works  are  very  rare  in 
Spain  ; he  is  said  to  have  been  a pupil 
of  Raphael,  but  his  style  is  more  Flo- 
rentine than  Roman.  Among  the 
many  grand  sepulchres  observe  that  of 
the  great  Cardinal,  Gil  Carrillo  Albor- 
noz,  and  friend  of  the  gallant  Alonso 
XI.,  whose  Life  has  been  written  by 
Baltazar  Parreno ; observe  also  the 
tomb  of  his  mother,  Teresa  de  Luna, 
and  the  fine  military  figure  to  the  1. 
of  the  high  altar.  There  are  other 
works  by  Xamete  in  the  chapels  of 
San  Fabian,  San  Sebastian,  San  Mateo, 
and  San  Lorenzo. 

Near  the  cathedral  is  the  bishop’s 
palace,  with  a portal  of  mixed  Gothic, 
and  a fine  saloon  inside  called  from 
the  tutelar  el  de  San  Julian,  all  of 
which  the  French  pillaged  completely. 
Many  of  the  oldest  parish  churches 
are  built  on  the  walls,  and  thereby  add 
to  their  irregular  and  picturesque 
effect.  The  interiors  have  for  the  most 
part  been  sadly  modernised  by  the 
once  rich  clergy,  who  tortured  their 
fine  woods  into  churrigneresqne  and 
gilt  gingerbread ; in  that  dedicated  to 
San  Juan  Bautista  are  the  tombs  of 
the  Montemayors : one  dates  1462, 
another  is  in  the  plateresque  taste, 
1 523,  with  the  recumbent  figure  of  Don 
Juan  in  sacerdotal  costume. 

The  curious  old  Casas  Solares,  or 
family  mansions  of  the  Conquistadores, 
are  now  desolate,  and  their  armorials 
remain  over  the  portal-like  hatchments 
of  the  dead  : the  interiors  were  gutted 
by  the  French.  Many  of  these  houses 
are  picturesquely  built  over  the  decli- 
vities, such  as  the  Alcazar  of  the  Men - 
dozas,  which  towers  over  the  Jucar: 
observe  the  houses  of  the  Priego  and 
Carrillo  families,  and  some  in  the 
Calle  de  Correditria.  The  now  un- 
used mint  was  built  in  1664  by  Josef 


de  Arroyo.  The  Franciscan  convent 
was  erected  in  the  twelfth  century  by 
the  Templars.  The  position  of  the 
Carmelitas  Descalzas  over  rock  and 
river  is  fine,  so  also  is  that  of  San 
Pedro  de  Alcantara,  which  is  placed 
near  the  Jucar  outside  the  town. 
Cuenca  once  was  remarkable  for  its 
colleges,  printing-presses,  manufacto- 
ries, arts,  science,  and  industry,  all  of 
which  was  so  utterly  swept  away  by 
the  French  as  to  make  the  detailer, 
Toreuo  (xx.),  wonder  how  a nation  so 
civilized  and  humane  (?)  could  select 
for  destruction  the  works  of  Spanish 
piety  and  learning. 

Cuenca,  in  its  good  old  times,  pro- 
duced great  men  of  varied  excellence. 
Among  her  worthies  may  be  named 
Mendoza  and  Gil  Alboruoz,  generals 
and  prelates ; the  artists  Becerril,  Xa- 
mete, Yanez,  and  Mora,  the  best  pupil 
of  Herrera.  Here  were  born  Figueroa, 
the  poet,  and  Alonso  de  Ojeda,  the 
friend  of  Columbus ; and  last,  not 
least,  Lope  de  Barrientos,  the  book- 
burner  (see  p.  300).  The  city  bears 
for  arms,  “ gules,  a sacramental  cha- 
lice, with  a star  of  eight  rays  argent.” 
For  excursions  and  lateral  routes  see 
next  page. 

Continuing  the  route  from  Madrid 
to  Valencia  from  p.  506,  we  reach 
Fuentes,  or  Fountains,  which  lies  in  a 
dip  much  subject  to  inundations  of  the 
Bio  de  las  Moscas,  which,  as  far  as  its 
name  goes,  will  delight  tfy-fishers,  but 
there  are  no  fish.  Beilfo,  of  Roman 
foundation,  has  a ruined  castle  on  the 
heights.  Cardenete,  a larger  hamlet, 
stands  near  the  Guarzun  and  Cabriel, 
which  flow  under  the  ridge  that  divides 
this  basin  from  that  of  the  Jucar.  It 
has  an  old  castle,  built  by  one  of  the 
great  Moya  family,  whose  marquisite 
lay  to  tbe  N.  between  the  rivers  Ca- 
briel and  Alfambra.  Utiel  communi- 
cates with  the  extraordinary  salt-mines 
at  Minglanilla  through  Caudete,  the 
route  passing  over  the  Contreras  ridge, 
a wild,  broken,  and  pine-clad  country 
abounding  in  game.  Bequena  is  a 
large  town,  pleasantly  situated  in  a 
well-irrigated  Vega;  inn,  Posada  del 
Caja,  Calle  del  Peso;  population,  1000. 
A diligence  runs  every  other  morning 
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from  hence  to  Valencia,  returning  the 
next  day.  The  parish  churches,  San 
Salvador  and  Santa  Maria,  have  good 
Gothic  facades.  The  road  now  enters 
the  Cabreras  or  Cabrillas  range,  which 
separates  Castile  from  Valencia.  The 
heights  are  covered  with  dwarf  pines, 
the  valleys  watered  by  clear  streams, 
of  which  the  rivulets  of  Bunol,  Ya- 
toba,  and  Macastre  flow  into  the  Re- 
queue, itself  a tributary  of  the  Jucar. 
Near  the  Venta  de  Siete  Aguas  we 
enter  the  charming  province  of  Va- 
lencia, by  a broken  defile  of  ascents 
and  descents,  and  intersected  by 
streams.  From  the  heights  of  the  Ca- 
brillas the  sunny  plains  open,  studded 
with  sparkling  farms  and  villages, 
placed  in  a scene  of  fertility  without 
rival;  in  the  distance  are  the  hills 
above  Denia,  and  the  blue  sea  girdle. 
Not  far  from  Butiol,  which  lies  under 
the  Cabrillas,  are  some  stalactitical 
caves,  called  las  Maravillas,  or  the 
Marvels.  Chiva  used  to  be  notorious 
for  mala  gente.  Emerging  from  the 
hills  and  passing  the  wooded  plain  del 
Quart,  a change  comes  over  vegeta- 
tion, and  we  behold  the  carob,  pista- 
chio, the  mulberry,  the  drooping  palm, 
and  tall  whispering  canes.  We  now 
enter  the  Huerta  of  Valencia,  the  para- 
dise of  the  Moors ; thus  passing  from 
the  desert  of  the  hills  into  a land  of 
promise  overflowing  with  oil  and  wine 
(see  p.  186). 

BOUTE  108. — CUENCA  TO  VALENCIA 
BV  MINOLANILLA. 


Valera  de  Arriba 3 

Valera  de  Abajo  . ....  2 . . 5 

Bonache  de  Alarcon.  ...  1 . . 6 

Alarcon  ..•..••••3  . , 9 

Villaneuva  de  la  Jara  ...  3 ..12 

Ioiesta  . . ..  . . . . . 3 • • 15 

Minglanilla  .......  2 ..17 

Villagordo 3 ••  20 

Requena.  •*••*«••  3 ..  23 

Valencia 12  ..37 


This  wild  bridle-road— attend  to  the 
provend — is  full  of  interest  to  the  ar- 
tist, angler,  and  geologist.  As  horses 
and  mules  are  not  easily  procured  at 
Cuenca,  secure  them  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible : there  is  a shorter  cut  to  Mingla- 
nilla, but  then  you  miss  picturesque 
Alarcon ; it  runs  over  bad  roads 


through  pine-woods  by  Cam/nllo  1 1 L., 
where  there  are  two  tolerable posadas ; 
those,  however,  who  find  this  too  long 
a day’s  ride,  may  sleep  the  first  night 
at  Almodavar  del  Pinos,  8 L. ; from 
Campillo  de  Altobuey  to  Minglanilla 
are  3 L.  The  route  may  be  shortened 
by  avoiding  Almodavar,  and  turning  off 
to  the  1.  through  the  forest,  about  half 
a mile  after  having  passed  Naoarrido, 
and  then  proceeding  to  Monte  Agudo — 
posada  wretched — and  Paracuellos:  at 
the  latter  is  a cleau  posada  kept  by  an 
ol  d soldier  Spaniard.  Paracuellos  may 
be  easily  reached  on  horseback  the 
evening  of  the  day  you  leave  Cuenca  ; 
start  however  early.  Then  if  you  set 
out,  a la  madrugada,  from  Paracuellos 
the  next  morning,  you  can  reach  Min- 
glanilla in  time  to  see  the  mines  that 
day.  At  Monte  Agudo  there  is  an  old 
castle  crowning  itspointed  conical  hill, 
and  just  before  entering  Paracuellos  is 
another  fine  ruin  on  the  1.  standing  on 
a spur  of  a hill,  which  is  surrounded  by 
others  clad  with  woods.  The  main 
road  through  Almodavar  is  rejoined 
for  about  7 or  8 miles  before  reaching 
Minglanilla. 

Artists  and  those  who  have  time  will 
do  better  to  pursue  R.  108  and  go 
round  by  Alarcon,  fording  the  rio 
Moscas,  for,  as  the  natives  say,  flies  do 
not  want  bridges : Valera  has  a ruined 
castle  and  some  degraded  antiquities : at 
Bonache  the  cave  may  be  visited  (see 
p.  515);  thence  to  Alarcon,  which,  a 
true  Moorish  city,  is  built  like  a minia- 
ture Toledo,  on  a craggy  peninsula, 
that  is  hemmed  around  by  the  Jucar. 
It  can  only  be  entered  from  a narrow 
neck  of  land  which  has  been  likened 
to  the  handle  of  a frying-pan,  a com- 
parison more  apposite  than  elegant. 
The  land  approach  is  still  guarded  by 
Moorish  towers  and  an  Alcazar;  the 
crumbling  walls,  gates,  and  bridges, 
the  steep  ascent  into  the  town,  with 
the  gardens,  water-mills,  defiles,  and 
river  below,  are  choice  bits  for  the 
artist  This  now  decayed,  but  once 
important  town,  still  contains  five  pa- 
rish churches.  The  Santa  Maria  has 
a facade  of  the  time  of  Charles  V. 
with  a Gothic  interior.  The  San  Juan 
has  a Doric  front,  and  has  or  had  a 
Z 3 
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splendid  custodia,  made  by  Christobal 
Becerril,  1575.  The  facade  of  the 
Trinidad  is  ornamented  with  arms  and 
scroll-work  of  the  best  time  of  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella,  but  the  inside  has 
been  modernised : Santiago  has  an  an- 
cient portal  with  the  mounted  tutelar ; 
in  Santo  Domingo  de  Silos  is  a good 
classical  high  altar.  Alarcon  was  taken 
from  the  Moors  in  1177  by  Fernan 
Martinez  Zevallos,  whose  descendants 
hence  bore  the  title  of  Senores  de  Alar- 
con ; and  it  was  to  Hernando,  one  of 
them,  that  Francois  I.  was  delivered  in 
charge  after  Pavia.  His  commentaries, 

‘ Los  Hechos,'  & c.,  fol.  Mad.  1665,  are 
truly  chivalrous  and  interesting.  This 
city,  in  July,  1195,  was  the  scene  of  a 
tremendous  battle  between  the  Moors 
and  Alonso  VIII.  of  Castile,  and  the 
year  became  a date  among  the  former, 
Amu-l-Alark.  Villanueva  de  la  Jara 
is  placed,  as  it  name  implies,  in  a region 
of  cistus:  Iniesta  (broom)  indicates  a 
similar  botanical  position.  Indeed 
these  desolate  districts  are  covered  with 
rich  aromatic  underwood,  in  which  the 
bee  and  fera  natures  delight  and  mul- 
tiply. The  parroquia  at  Iniesta  is  fine  ; 
the  portico  and  Doric  facade  of  the 
Casa  del  Ayuntamiento  is  good. 

Minglanilla : Posada  del  Sol ; popu- 
lation about  1600.  The  salt-mine  lies 
N.E.  about  half  an  hour’s  walk  from 
the  village,  in  the  bottom  of  a deep 
dell  in  the  hills : it  is  rather  a quarry 
of  salt  than  a mine,  for  the  mineral  is 
a pure  deposit;  it  may  be  compared 
on  a smaller  scale  to  the  salt-mines  at 
Wieliczka  near  Cracow.  It  seems  to 
be  inexhaustible ; the  working  affords 
occupation  to  the  neighbourhood.  A 
permission  is  necessary  to  visit  the 
place,  which  is  readily  granted.  The 
walk  in  and  out  will  take  an  hour,  or 
at  least  20  minutes  each  journey  : you 
must  calculate  ou  2 £ or  3 hours  for  the 
whole  excursion.  It  is  worth  while 
to  pay  for  some  torches,  as  when 
lighted  up,  the  subterraneous  galleries 
sparkle  like  Aladdin  caverns  of  jewels, 
and  by  placing  them  in  different  spots 
the  extent  of  the  shafts  is  best  per- 
ceived : you  descend  by  a staircase 
recently  made,  some  300  feet,  where 
the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  mine 


occur.  Within  the  few  last  years  the 
works  have  been  carried  on  m a very 
regular  aud  scientific  manner  ; large 
halls  have  been  formed  which  resemble 
lofty  crypts,  with  roofs  rising  to 
pointed  arches ; the  sides  are  cut  into 
massy  square  piers,  between  which 
open  arches  leading  into  other  aisles  : 
the  effect  is  that  of  a darkened  ca- 
thedral. Many  vast  halls  are  beiug 
formed  in  the  solid  salt  by  knocking 
away  the  floors  of  the  galleries  above, 
and  thus  throwing  the  two  stories  into 
one : the  usual  level  is  about  300  feet 
from  the  surface,  but  there  are  galle- 
ries much  below  that,  although  not 
worked  now.  The  mine  has  been  ex- 
cavated since  the  time  of  the  Romans, 
whose  shafts  were  narrow,  and  by  no 
means  so  economical  or  well  ventilated 
as  the  present  system  of  hollowing  out 
spacious  openings.  The  salt  is  as  bard 
as  crystal,  insomuch  that  a beam  in- 
serted horizontally  into  their  walls  to 
the  depth  of  6 inches  would  support 
almost  any  weight.  It  is  cut  with 
pickaxes  and  with  difficulty : when  in 
block  it  seems  almost  black  in  colour, 
and  only  appears  white  where  water, 
having  perforated  through  the  roof, 
forms  stalactites.  It  is  exceedingly 
pure : very  small  quantities  of  pru6- 
siate  of  copper  are  occasionally  found 
in  it.  The  salt  lies  in  one  enormous 
block,  and  not  in  scattered  strata  as  at 
Hallein.  The  mine  is  usually  worked 
during  3 months,  December,  January, 
and  February ; the  miuers  during  the 
rest  of  the  year  find  a livelihood  by 
agricultural  employment : they  are 
paid  by  piece-work — one  cuarto  the 
arroba.  The  average  annual  quantity 
is  about  50,000  fanegas,  but  it  merely 
goes  to  supply  the  demands  of  the 
neighbourhood,  from  the  want  of  roads 
and  means  of  transport.  There  is  a 
large  storehouse  near  Minglanilla. 

On  quitting  the  village  and  continuing 
R.  108,  the  road  crosses  over  the  wild 
Contreras  ridges  amid  most  picturesque 
rocks  and  mountains  into  a wooded 
game  country,  and  so  on  2 L.  to  the 
Gabriel,  which  joins  the  river  Jucar 
near  Cofruentes  (eonfluentes-Coblenz) : 
thence  descending  into  a plain  through 
Utiel  to  Requena  3 L.  (see  p.  512); 
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among  its  pines  and  rocks  occur  bits 
of  scenery  worthy  of  Salvator  Kosa. 

Those  who,  having  made  the  Cuenca 
tour,  wish  to  visit  Murcia  before  going 
to  Valencia,  must  regain  the  high  Ma- 
drid road  at  Almansa,  and  then  pro- 
ceed S.  by  R.  32. 

BOUTE  109. — CUENCA  TO  SAN  CLE- 
MENTE. 

Valdegiuiga 3 

Valverue 3 ..  6 

Cafiavpte 3 ..  9 

San  Clemente.  ......  3 ..1* 

The  route  is  uninteresting,  the  vil- 
lages ruined,  the  districts  thinly  peo- 
pled and  poverty  stricken,  for  few 
portions  of  Spain  were  more  often  or 
more  brutally  ravaged  by  the  French, 
especially  under  La  Fontaine,  Victor, 
and  Frere.  See,  for  sad  details,  Schep. 
iii.  118. 

EXCURSIONS  NEAR  CUENCA. 

These  are  numerous  and  full  of  at- 
traction for  the  geologist,  angler  and 
sportsman : nowhere  is  the  deer-stalker 
more  likely  to  pick  up  a stag  or  two 
than  in  the  woods  about  Val  de  Cobras, 
which  he  may  make  his  head-quarters : 
there  is  no  posada,  but  he  can  be  lodged 
at  a private  house  at  the  end  of  the 
town  : he  should  inquire  for  Miguel 
Alvarez  or  Luis  de  Moral,  who  are 
active  fellows  and  not  unskilled  in 
woodcraft ; if  there  is  venison  in  the 
neighbourhood  they  will  bring  him  in 
6ight  of  it;  if  not,  he  will  be  sure  to 
fall  in  with  some  in  the  mountains 
near  the  Nucimiento  del  Tajo  (see  R. 
110),  about  5 L.  off : he  may  make  his 
rough  head-quarters  at  Poyatos,  near 
the  river  Escabas : attend  to  the  pro- 
vend.  At  Bonache  is  the  singular 
Cueva  del  Judio,  aud  at  Ballesteros, 
S.  of  Cuenca,  is  a black  loch  called  la 
Laguna  JS’egra,  which  is  said  to  have 
a subterranean  communication  with 
that  of  Fuentes,  some  cattle  drowned 
in  one  having  reappeared  in  the  other. 
Another  lake,  called  el  Pogo  Aj/ron, 
distant  1 L.  from  Almarcha,  is  said  to 
be  bottomless.  There  a Don  Buesso, 
according  to  legend,  threw  in  twenty- 
four  of  his  mistresses  stark  naked,  one 
of  whom  pulled  him  in  after  her. 


Near  Montalvo,  5 L.  from  Cuenca,  is 
another  lake,  which  however  has  a 
bottom,  and  is  shallow ; the  winter 
wild-fowl  shooting  on  it  is  first-rate. 
Visit  the  stalactitical  cave  called  la 
Cueva  de  Petro  Cotillas,  taking  torches, 
which  lies  about  3 L.  up  the  delicious 
valley  of  the  Huecar,  near  La  Cierva, 
where  fine  violet  jaspers  are  found. 
The  waters  of  the  Huecar  possess  a 
peculiarly  fertilizing  quality,  as  its 
garden  fringes  evince.  The  whole 
route  to  Pcuomeru,  2 L.,  is  ever  ver- 
durous from  perennial  fountains,  by 
which  Cuenca  is  well  supplied  with 
water ; and  possessed  an  excellent  hy- 
draulist  in  1338,  named  Juan  Velez. 
The  Fuente  del  Frayle,  near  Palomera, 
is  more  worthy  of  an  Egeria  than  an 
illote  friar.  The  mills  on  these  streams, 
the  pines  and  rocks  covered  with  wild 
flowers,  are  truly  picturesque. 

The  botanist  aud  angler  will  on 
another  day  ascend  the  Jucar,  although 
the  fish  are  shy  from  eternal  poaching. 
The  valley  soon  widens  and  becomes 
quite  Swiss-like ; about  a mile  up  are 
the  Fuentes  del  Key,  where  Alonso  was 
eucamped ; above  this,  a clear  trout- 
stream  waters  the  plain,  having  issued 
from  its  mountain  sources.  2 L.  on  is 
the  Val  de  Cobras,  famous  for  pines, 
which  floated  down  the  Tagus  to  Aran- 
juez  in  order  to  supply  Madrid  with 
building  timber.  The  Finns  Hale- 
pensis,  called  Alvar  by  the  woodmen, 
is  very  abundant.  1$  L.  higher  up  is 
Una,  with  its  laguna,  or  lake,  which 
being  preserved  is  well  stocked  with 
trout ; on  it  is  a movable  island  (?). 
Near  here  are  some  coal-mines,  and 
one  of  a fine  jet  or  azabache.  Those 
who  wish  to  extend  their  geological  or 
piscatory  pursuits  into  the  mountains, 
and  return  to  Madrid,  may  take  the 
following  line: — 

ROUTE  110.— -CUENCA  TO  MADRID  RT 
SACK  DON. 


ltuenache  de  la  Siena  . . . 2 


Beamud 

. 3 . 

. 5 

Tra^acete  . . • • • 

• 3 . 

• 8 

Cheat  ....... 

. 5 . 

. 13 

Peralejos  .... 

. n . 

. is* 

Cueva  del  Ilierro.  . 

. 2 . 

. It* 

lletei  a 

• 1 . 

. 18* 

Canizaren.  . % . • 

• 2 . 

. 2<H 

I’riego 

. 2 . 

. 2*! 

516 


ROUTE  110. — TRAOACETE BETETA. 


Sect.  XI. 


Val  de  Olivas  .... 

. .2  . 

24* 

Alcocer  ••••••• 

. . 2 . 

26* 

Sacedon • 

. .2  . 

Au  if  on 

. .2  . 

30* 

Tendilla 

. .3*  . 

34 

I Armilla  • ■ • ■ • 

. . 2 . 

36 

Santorcax 

. . Si  . 

39* 

to*  Ilueros 

. . 2*  . 

42 

Puente  de  Yivero*  . . 

. . 1 . 

43 

Madrid 

. . 3 . 

46 

The  mountain  portion  of  this  route 
is  a wild  bridle-road,  and  almost  with- 
out accommodation,  especially  the  first 
13  L. ; take,  therefore,  a guide,  and 
attend  to  the  provend.  At  Bonache 
the  purple  jaspers  vie  with  those  of  yel- 
low and  purple  which  are  found  at  the 
1/oya  de  Machado,  2 J L.  E.  of  Cuenca, 
where  visit  the  Cueva  del  Judio. 

Tragacete,  population  about  900,  and 
the  only  halting-place  for  the  first 
night,  lies  in  a valley  girt  with  hills, 
and  watered  by  the  Jucar,  which  rises 
near  it ; here  are  found  rock  crystals. 
The  next  day's  ride  plunges  into  the 
gnarled  and  tangled  sierras  of  Albar- 
racin  and  Molina  de  Aragon  ; crossing 
the  Cerro  de  San  Felipe  at  Fuente  Gar- 
cia, which  is  their  nucleus,  the  Tagus 
rises  in  its  snow-girt  cradle  from  a 
small  fountain,  el  pie  istpiierdo : the 
situation  is  romantic.  The  valley  is 
hemmed  in  with  the  mountains  and 
the  Muela  de  San  Juan,  or  the  jaw  of 
St  John,  on  the  heights  of  which  snow 
remains  for  eight  months  of  the  year. 
The  Tagus  flows  W.,  whilst  on  the 
opposite  ridge  rises  the  Cabriel,  a 
tributary  of  the  Jucar,  both  excellent 
trout-streams.  These  central  moun- 
tain alembics  furnish  many  other  rivers 
besides  the  Tagus.  The  Turia  or  Gua- 
dalaviar,  Wada-l-abuadh,  “ the  white 
river,”  rises  in  the  Muela  de  San  Juan 
and  flows  to  Valencia ; the  Mesa,  a 
fine  trout-stream,  rises  opposite  in  the 
Fuentes  de  Jaram  and  flows  into  Mo- 
lina de  Aragon,  and  then  into  the  Ta- 
gus. Among  other  good  fishing  rivers 
are  the  Escabas,  which  rises  in  the 
Cerro  Canales,  near  Tragacete,  and 
flows  by  Priego  to  join  the  Guadiela. 
The  evidences  of  volcanic  action  are 
everywhere  manifest,  for  many  lakes 
are  formed  out  of  previous  craters, 
such  as  those  of  Barbagada,  Mintrosa, 
Cabdete,  and  Valmoro. 

ving  Tragacete,  cross  the  Cerro 


de  San  Felipe  into  the  pine-woods  of 
Checa,  which  is  prettily  situated  on 
the  Cabrilla  ; thence  to  7 'remedal, 
which  lies  to  the  r.  near  Orihuela, 
long  famous  for  its  pilgrim  shrine  and 
heaven-descended  image.  The  French, 
under  Henriod,  sacked  Orihuela,  Nov. 
25,  1809,  and  blew  up  the  sanctuary, 
but  the  image  was  concealed  by  a 
peasant,  and,  after  the  destroyers  re- 
tired, was  brought  back  in  pomp,  and 
its  escape  has  ever  since  been  consi- 
dered a new  miracle  (Toreno  x.). 
Peralejos  de  las  Truchas,  a name  which 
makes  the  trout-fisher’s  mouth  water, 
is  a good  halting-place.  Now  we  enter 
the  mineral-water  district:  when  at 
Beteta,  visit  la  Cueva  de  los  Griegos, 
whose  dripping  waters  have  a petri- 
fying quality  ; at  Los  Banos  de  Kosal 
is  a warm  ferrugineous  spring,  with  a 
fountain  of  sweet  water,  which  issues 
from  underneath  the  hermitage  of  this 
virgin  of  the  rosebush.  The  waters 
have  been  analysed:  see  ‘ Noticias,’ 
4 to.,  Domingo  Garcia  Fernandez, 
Mad.  1787. 

Beteta — Arabic^  “ Splendid” — still 
preserves  portions  of  its  Moorish  walls 
and  alcazar.  The  chief  baths  are  at 
Solan  de  Cobras,  now  called  a real 
sitio,  as  it  has  been  visited  by  Charles 
IV.  and  Ferdinand  VII.,  for  whose 
accommodation  a road  was  made  up 
the  rugged  valley.  The  locality  is 
oval  iu  form  and  enclosed  by  pine-clad 
hills  and  watered  by  the  Cuervo,  a 
good  trout-stream  ana  tributary  to  the 
Guadiela.  The  mineral  spring  rises 
under  the  hill  liebollar,  and  the  baths 
are  close  by  ; that  patronised  by  roy- 
alty is  dedicated  to  San  Joaquin. 
Early  in  the  16th  century  some  shep- 
herds observed  their  gnats,  Cabras, 
dipping  themselves  when  afflicted 
with  cutaneous  complaints,  and,  by 
following  their  beasts’  example,  dis- 
covered the  secret.  The  bathing  sea- 
son is  from  June  15  to  Sept  15,  when 
waters  are  used  both  internally  and 
externally  : their  taste  is  subacid,  with 
a mean  heat  of  17°  above  zero,  Keau- 
mur.  They  are  slightly  unctuous  to 
the  touch,  as  containing  petroleum, 
and  also  hydro-chlorates  of  soda  and 
magnesia,  combined  with  carbonic  acid 
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gas.  From  these  baths  there  is  a car- 
riageable road  to  Madrid  ; they  may 
also  be  approached  from  Cuenca  by  a 
shorter  route  than  this  just  described, 
for  it  is  only  10  I*,  and  runs  through 
Priego,  where  there  is  a large  and 
tolerable  posatla,  population  about 
1100.  The  place  is  beautifully  situ- 
ated on  an  eminence  above  the  trout- 
stream,  the  Escabas,  near  which  are 
also  many  montes  y dehesas  that  abound 
with  stags  and  game,  especially  the 
district  near  the  truly  sequestered  IJe- 
sierto,  a convent  founded  by  Charles 
III.  Priego,  seated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Sierra,  combines  the  productions  of 
hill  and  plain,  and  is  a good  quarter 
for  the  sportsman.  The  bread,  mut- 
ton, and  wines  are  excellent  and  cheap, 
but  the  peasantry  are  poverty-stricken 
amid  this  plenty.  It  has  a ruined 
castle,  an  old  Gothic  church,  and  a 
new  one  begun  with  a rustic  belfry  in 
the  Brunelleschi  style  by  Miguel  Lo- 
pez. The  botany  is  highly  interesting ; 
near  it  the  beautiful  Tfubaque  flows 
into  the  Guadiela,  when  the  united 
clear  sea-green  waters  wind  into  the 
Tagus  through  red  sandstone  rocks, 
with  charming  artistical  bridges  and 
mills.  After  passing  decayed  Alcocer 
the  country  alters  in  character,  and 
we  quit  the  basin  of  the  Guadiela,  and 
strike  across  to  Sacedon,  which,  with 
a population  of  2500,  is  placed  in  a 
picturesque  hill-girt  valley  on  the  clear 
Tagus.  The  warm  baths,  the  ancient 
Thermida,  are  much  frequented  in  the 
season  from  June  to  September  by  the 
sickly  Madrilenos,  when  a gondola  of 
the  Carsi  y Ferrer  Company  goes  back- 
wards and  forwards  in  sixteen  hours. 
The  waters  were  analysed  in  1801,  I 
and  are  described  in  a treatise  pub-  j 
lished  that  year  at  Madrid  by  Villal-  j 
panda.  Consult  also  the  treatises  of 
Santoyo,  4to.  Mad.  1759;  and  the 
translation,  by  Mariano  Pizziy  Fran- 
geschi,  of  the  curious  tratado  written 
in  Arabic  by  Agmer  ben  Abdalla,  a 
Toledan  physician,  4to.  Mad.  1761, 
Manuel  de  B.  S.  Castellanos.  The 
principal  ingredients  are  muriate  of 
chalk  and  magnesia ; the  mineralogy 
in  the  vicinity  is  curious.  Certain 
crystals  are  found  here  marked  with 


oxides  of  iron,  and  called  piedras  de 
San  Isidro  after  the  patron  of  Madrid. 
Ferdinand  VII.  created  a 6mall  bath- 
ing-town near  the  spring,  which  is 
now  called  el  Heal  Sitio  de  Isabel. 

About  7 L to  the  1.  lies  Huete,  a 
town  of  ill  fame,  since  the  proverb 
i says,  Huete,  miralo  y vete ; look  at  it 
and  begone ; and  here,  in  1 706,  the 
I baggage  of  Lord  Peterborough  was 
; plundered  by  the  worthy  villagers, 
who  also  butchered  some  English 
1 prisoners  ; thereupon  our  general  took 
the  place,  but,  in  spite  of  just  provo- 
cation, mercy  being  the  badge  of  true 
British  nobility,  he  neither  burnt  it 
nor  ravaged  the  plain,  a la  Medellin 
or  Ucles,  but  merely  ascended  to  the 
convent,  into  which  all  the  women 
had  taken  refuge  from  our  doubly 
gallant  countryman’s  apprehended 
vengeance,  having  gone  up  there  not 
to  see  the  retablo  or  carvings  by  Be- 
cerra, but  on  the  preteuce  of  making 
a fortification,  and  “ really  only  to 
have  a peep  at  the  cowering  covey." 

Quitting  Sacedon  we  enter  some  wild 
pine-clad  defiles,  and  then  emerge  into 
the  gorge  of  the  Tagus,  which  is  crossed 
at  the  Puente  de  Aunon  ; thence  through 
oak  under-wooded  table  land,  into  a 
deep  valley  with  a sweetly  situated 
convent,  to  Tend  ilia,  now  decayed,  but 
once  the  stronghold  of  the  mighty 
Mendozas,  whose  ruined  Alcazar  still 
frowns  above.  The  first  Alcaide  of  the 
| Alhambra  took  his  title  from  this  town. 
Madrid  lies  13  L.  distant  Those  who 
have  not  seen  Guadalajara  and  Alcala 
de  Henares  may  return  by  K.  115. 
There  is  a shorter  route  from  Cuenca 
to  Madrid  by  the  plains  and  over  a 
wild  upland  and  woodland  country 
abounding  in  game. 

ROUTE  111. — CUENCA  TO  MADRID. 

Either  Albacete  ) - 

or  Canaveraa  ) * * * 


Priego . 8 (see  p.  5t5.) 

Madrid 8 


Those  who  are  proceeding  from 
Cuenca  either  to  Valencia  or  Zara- 
goza, and  wish  to  visit  portions  of  these 
geological  mountains  and  piscatory 
valleys,  should  make  for  Teruel,  from 
whence  roads  diverge  into  Aragon 
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and  Valencia,  which,  although  they 
do  not  strictly  come  into  this  section, 
may  for  convenience  sake  be  now  de- 
scribed. 


ROUTE  112. — CUENCA  TO  TERUEL. 


Huenache  ........ 

8 

Tragacete  . 

5 .. 

8 

3*  .. 

it* 

Albarracin 

3 .. 

M* 

V enta  de  Falantre  .... 

2*  .. 

17 

.. 

19* 

Attend  to  the  provend,  and  take  a 
local  guide,  for  the  country  is  wild, 
and  the  roads  rough  and  intricate,  but 
they  lead  into  districts  the  joy  of  the 
sportsman  and  geologist.  For  the  route 
to  Tragacete,  see  p.  516.  Albarracin 
is  a wiid  mountain  town — population 
under  2000 — and  built  beneath  an 
emineuce  on  which  the  older  city 
stood,  as  its  walls  and  ruins  denote. 
The  broken  Barranco  of  the  Guada- 
laviar  is  picturesque;  here  the  winter’s 
snows  and  cold  are  severe.  The  dis- 
tricts are  thinly  peopled  with  a pastoral 
peasantry,  who  breed  sheep  of  a small 
size,  but  which  furnish  good  wool  and 
excellent  cutlets.  The  pine-woods 
provide  fuel  for  numerous  ferrarias  or 
smithies,  in  which  the  abundant  iron 
ores  are  as  rudely  smelted  as  in  the 
days  of  the  Celtiberians.  The  air  is 
scented  far  and  wide  with  the  perfume 
of  wild  flowers — the  advertisements  by 
which  Flora  attracts  her  tiny-winged 
customers  alone,  for  no  biped  botanist 
lias  ever  investigated  these  neglected 
sweets.  The  honey  is  delicious,  and 
Moya,  with  the  hills  near  the  Cabriel, 
are  the  Hymettus  of  Spain ; from  hence 
probably  came  the  mel  excellente  his- 
panicum,  which  is  lauded  by  Petr.  Ar- 
biter (66). 

Teruel,  situated  in  Aragon,  is  the 
chief  town  of  its  partido : population 
about  4500 : the  posada  is  only  tole- 
rable. Seen  from  afar,  with  its  old 
walls,  gates,  and  Arragonese  towers, 
the  city  has  an  imposing  look,  rising 
above  its  well-wooded  Vega  on  the 
Turia,  which  is  here  joined  by  the 
Alfiunbra,  both  good  fishing-streams. 
The  interior  is  solid  and  gloomy.  The 
cathedral,  raised  to  a see  in  1577,  is 
dark  and  much  disfigured  by  stucco 
and  churrigueresque.  The  Corinthian 


stalls  in  the  quire  are  good,  and  still 
better  is  the  cinque-cento  retablo,  a 
noble  work  by  Gabriel  Yoli,  a French 
sculptor,  who  flourished  here  about 
1538.  Observe  also  the  portal  and 
columns  of  the  splendid  Capilla  de  la 
Epifania  ; to  the  r.  of  the  transept  is  a 
picture  of  the  eleven  thousand  Virgins, 
by  Antonio  Bisquert,  a rare  Valencia  .i 
artist.  The  bishop’s  palace  has  a 
grand  patio,  although  the  upper  cor- 
redor  offends  from  having  more  pillars 
than  the  under  ones,  which  thus  are 
placed  on  crowns  of  the  arches.  In 
the  Parroauia  de  San  Pedro  is  another 
fine  retablo  by  Yoli,  with  pictures  of 
the  tutelars,  San  Joaquin  and  Santa 
Teresa,  by  Bisquert.  All  those  whose 
hearts  have  ever  been  touched  by  the 
tender  flame  should  visit  the  cloisters, 
in  which  are  preserved  the  remains  of 
the  “ lovers  of  Teruel,”  so  familiar  to 
readers  of  Spanish  plays.  The  names  of 
these  Peninsular  Heloi'se  and  Abelard, 
were  Isabel  de  Segura  and  Juan  Diego 
Martinez  de  Marcilla.  They  died  in 
1217,  and  their  skeletons,  the  grand 
lion  of  Teruel,  were  brought  here  in 
1708.  See  ‘ Los  An  antes  de  Teruel,’ 
by  Perez  de  Montalban.  In  the  church 
of  Santiago  is  a fine  dead  Christ  by 
Bisquert,  who  evidently  formed  his 
style  on  Ribalta,  the  Carraccis,  and 
Sebastian  del  Piombo:  Bisquert  died 
in  1646  of  grief  that  Francisco  Ximenez 
should  have  been  chosen  instead  of 
himself  to  paint  the  **  Adoration  of  the 
Kings”  in  the  cathedral.  His  works 
are  very  rare,  scarcely  known  in  Spain, 
and  absolutely  unknown  out  of  it. 

The  former  Colegio  de  Jesuitas,  and 
now  the  Seminario  Auxiliar,  is  a fine 
building.  Look  by  all  means  care- 
fully at  the  aqueduct,  los  Areas  de 
Teruel,  which  is  worthy  of  the  Homans 
in  form,  intention,  and  solidity.  It 
was  raised  in  1 555-60  by  a most  skil- 
ful French  architect  named  Pierres 
Bedel.  Teruel  bears  for  arms,  its 
river,  a bull  ( Toro,  Teruel),  and  a star 
above  it.  We  are  now  in  the  centre 
of  the  volcano-disturbed  nucleus.  At 
Caudete  and  Concud,  1 L.,  are  some 
of  the  largest  bone  deposits  in  Europe, 
which,  as  they  have  only  been  mea- 
grely mentioned  by  Bowles,  now  cla- 
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raour  loudly  for  Dr.  Buckland.  The 
bones  are  found  in  every  possible  state, 
fossil  and  otherwise,  and  it  has  been 
conjectured,  from  the  number  of  human 
remains,  that  some  great  battle  must 
have  been  fought  here : the  Cueva 
Rubin,  a Kirkdale  on  a large  scale, 
deserves  particular  investigation.  The 
town  and  all  the  districts  were  sacked 
by  Suchet,  who  spared  neither  church 
nor  cottage,  age  nor  sex. 

BOCTE  113.— TEBUEJL,  TO  CALATAYUD. 


Caudate 

. 2 

Villarquemado  • • • • • 

. 2 . 

. 4 

Tomanocha 

. 2 . 

. 6 

Villafiranca  del  Campo  . . 

. 2 . 

. 8 

Monreal  del  Carapo  . . - 

. 

. 10 

Cam  in  real • 

. i . 

. 11 

Gala  mocha 

. 2 . 

. 13 

Vaguena 

3 . 

. 16 

Daroc-a  . . 

. 2 . 

. 18 

Retaacon 

. 1 . 

. 19 

Miedes 

. 3 , 

. 22 

Belmonte 

. 8 

. 24 

. 2 , 

• 26 

This  was  the  old  lioman  road  from 
Tarragona  to  Bilbilis,  and  taken  by 
Martial  (x.  104) ; nor  are  matters 
much  changed,  as  you  may  “ perhaps” 
be  able  to  do  the  same  distance  in  the 
same  time.  It  was  by  this  line  that 
Ferdinand  VII.  came  down  to  Valencia 
on  his  return  from  his  captivity  in 
France.  It  was  at  Uaroca  that  he 
heard  of  the  downfall  of  Buonaparte, 
and  forthwith  meditated  upsetting  the 
Cortes,  an  act  to  which,  had  he  been 
anything  loth,  which  he  was  not,  the 
nation  itself  would  have  driven  him. 
Sick  of  the  incapacity  and  profligacy 
of  its  misrulers,  and  desponding  in  all 
their  nostrums,  it  rushed  headlong  into 
tlie  arms  of  a legitimate  chief,  and, 
flying  from  petty  tyrants,  welcomed 
even  a despotism,  in  which  it  saw 
power , and  hoped  to  find  peace  and 
protection ; but  such  ever  has  been  and 
will  be  the  tabula  post  naufragium,  the 
great  rock  in  a weary  land. 

This  was  a reaction,  which  penny-a- 
liners  and  wonderers,  who  knew  nothing 
of  Spain  and  .Spaniards,  have  never 

§ot  over,  nor  ceased  to  denounce  Fer- 
inand  as  a Nero  and  monster ; but 
he  was  only  the  head  of  the  serpent, 
whose  progress  is  forced  by  its  tail. 
“ If  the  king  should  return,”  foresaw 


the  Duke  (Disp.  Sept.  3,  1813),  “ he 
will  overtarn  the  whole  fabric  if  he 
has  any  spirit and  he  did. 

After  crossing  the  bone  and  fossil 
district,  the  road  follows  the  Jiloca, 
which  rises  near  Celda,  a hamlet, 
whose  parroquia  contains  an  excellent 
plateresque  retablo.  Monreal  was 
founded  in  1120  by  Alonso  I.  of  Ar- 
ragon,  as  a check  upon  Uaroca,  which 
he  did  not  take  from  the  Moors  until 
two  years  after.  Uaroca — population 
500 — has  a decent  posada.  The  name 
Dar-Auca  indicates  that  it  was  once 
the  Uouar  or  residence  of  the  tribe  of 
Auca,  or,  as  some  say,  of  a Roman 
family  of  that  name;  now  it  is  the 
chief  place  of  the  fertile  basin  of  the 
Jiloca,  and  of  a district  abounding  in 
corn  and  wine.  The  position  is  very 
picturesque,  placed  in  a hill-girt 
valley,  around  which  rise  eminences 
defended  by  Moorish  walls  and  towers, 
which  follow  the  irregular  declivities, 
and  command  charming  views  from 
above.  Uaroca,  lying  as  it  were  in  a 
funnel,  is  much  liable  to  inundations ; 
hence  a mina  or  tunnel  has  been  cut, 
by  which  an  outlet  is  afforded  to  the 
swollen  waters;  the  passage,  when 
dry,  is  used  also  as  a ramblu,  or  road. 
This  work  of  truly  Roman  utility  and 
magnificence  was  executed  in  1 560  by 
Pierres  Bedel,  the  same  able  French- 
man who  raised  the  Teruel  aqueduct. 
The  tunnel  is  2340  feet  long,  24  feet 
wide,  and  24  feet  high. 

But  Uaroca  boasts  of  other  marvels 
than  this.  First  comes  La  Rueda,  or 
mill-wheel,  which  during  an  inunda- 
tion at  night  of  the  14th  of  July,  1575, 
rolled  away  of  its  own  accord,  and 
broke  open  the  city  gates,  thereby 
letting  out  the  waters  and  saving  the 
townsfolk,  for  the  watchmen  and 
wardens  were  fast  asleep.  This  piece 
of  good  luck  happened  very  appro- 
priately on  the  day  of  San  Buenaven- 
tura, whereupon  the  good  wheel, 
worthy  of  M.  A.  Buonaroti,  was  en- 
closed as  a relic  in  the  Calle  Mayor. 
The  second  marvel  is  the  stone  man, 
the  petrified  body  of  one  Pedro  Bi- 
sagra,  which  was  placed  in  La  Tii- 
uidad,  with  a basket  on  its  arm.  This 
fossil,  when  alive,  was  in  the  habit 
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of  stealing  grapes,  and,  being  once 
caught  flagrante  delicto,  denied  the 
fact,  adding  that  he  hoped,  if  he  told 
a lie,  that  los  Santos  Corporate s would 
turn  him  into  stone,  which  they  forth- 
with did,  and  the  culprit  in  the 
saxeous  change  lost  two-thirds  of  his 
original  height,  contracting  like  a 
shut-up  telescope.  The  third  marvel 
is  los  Santos  Corporates,  or,  as  they 
are  here  called,  el  Santo  Misterio, 
which  are  preserved  in  the  Coleoiata. 
This  fine  Gothic  church,  built  by 
Juan  II.  of  Aragon,  who  died  in 
1479,  was  altered  in  1587  by  Juan 
Marrdn,  who  wrought  the  Corinthian 
portal  and  the  bas-relief  of  the  mis- 
terio. The  tower  is  much  older, 
having  been  raised  in  1441  by  the 
queen  of  Alonso  V.  The  chapel  in 
which  the  relics  are  guarded  has  a 
cinque-cento  retablo,  with  black  marble 
Salominic  columns,  and  an  Ascension 
of  the  Virgin  sculptured  in  1682  by 
Francisco  Franco.  The  reader  who 
wishes  for  all  the  authentic  details  of 
the  legend  must  consult  ‘ La  Historia 
de  los  Corporates’  Caspar  Miguel  de 
la  Cueva,  8vo.,  Alcala,  1553,— it  went 
into  a second  edition,  8vo.,  Zaragoza, 
1590;  see  also  ‘ Disertacion  Histo- 
rical Dr.  Gil  Lissa  y Guevara,  4to., 
Zaragoza,  1690;  4 Historia,’  Man. 

Ortigas,  4to.,  Zaragoza,  1645;  the 
4 Rasqo’  of  Moya,  p.  113;  ‘ Coronica 
de  jZspana,’  Beuther,  Valencia,  1604, 
ii.  42.  There  is  also  a local  history 
of  Daroca,  ‘ Antiyuedades,’  Christobal 
Nunez  y Quiles,  4to.,  Zaragoza,  1691, 
aud  another  by  Orrios.  The  facts 
briefly  stated  are  as  follows  : — In  1239, 
one  Don  Berenguer  Dentenza  was 
besieging  the  castle  of  Chio,  near 
Bellus,  in  Valencia,  when  20,000 
Moors  came  to  its  relief,  whereupon 
this  Spanish  Deutatus  sallied  forth 
with  five  knights  to  drive  them  back. 
The  curate  of  Daroca  had  previously 
consecrated  six  hostias,  but  before  the 
party  could  communicate,  the  infidels 
attacked  them;  thereupon  the  priest 
ran  away,  but  first  he  wrapped  the 
six  wafers  up  in  their  Corporates,  or 
napkins  (Auglice, coryorax),  and  threw 
them  into  some  bushes.  The  six  Spa- 
niards of  course  defeated  the  20,000 


Moors,  and,  when  the  coast  was  clear, 
the  curate  reappeared,  looked  for  and 
found  his  Corporates,  which  now  con- 
tained, instead  of  six  wafers,  six  bits 
of  bleeding  flesh,  by  which  miracle 
the  mystery  of  transubstantiation  was 
incontestably  proved.  But  now  the 
five  knights  wanted  each  to  secure  the 
treasure,  and  the  question  was  thus 
decided : — They  were  put  in  a box, 
and  placed  on  the  curate’s  mule,  it 
l>eing  agreed  that  wherever  the  beast 
halted,  there  the  Corporates  should  re- 
main. The  mule  returned  alone  to 
Daroca,  although  more  than  100  miles 
off,  aud  over  mountains  without  roads, 
aud  knelt  down  at  his  master's  parish 
church.  From  that  moment  offerings 
poured  in,  whereby  many  souls  were 
saved,  and  the  church  much  euriched. 

Daroca  blazons  on  its  shield  “ six 
Hostias,"  thus  eclipsing  Gallicia  and 
Lugo,  its  former  honourable  distinction 
having  been  six  geese,  the  canting 
Ocas:  the  town  has  also  six  other 
parish  churches.  Visit  Santiago,  whose 
facade  is  handsome,  while  inside  is  a 
picture  of  the  battle  of  Claoijo,  by 
Ambrosio  Plano,  a native  artist.  Da- 
roca and  the  whole  district  were 
dreadfully  ravaged  in  Nov.  1809,  by 
the  invaders  under  Clopicki;  and  yet 
Ferdinand  VII.,  when  restored  by 
England,  selected  this  place  to  give  a 
hurried  proof  of  his  gratitude,  even 
before  he  reached  Madrid,  and  issued 
a decree  directing  the  day  of  San  Jos? 
to  be  particularly  celebrated,  in  order 
to  44 purify  ” immaculate  Spain  from 
the  taint  of  heretics,  meaning  his 
English  deliverers ; and,  not  contented 
with  this,  he  soon  re-established  the 
44  Holy  Tribunal,’*  professedly  for  the 
same  reasons  and  object. 

The  botanist  in  these  parts  will 
find  a wide  and  hitherto  uninvesti- 
gated field ; the  fruit  is  excellent,  es- 
pecially the  pears  called  pera  pan 
and  cuero  de  dama  and  the  camuesa 
apple.  South  of  Daroca  is  the  plain 
of  Bello  with  its  brackish  lake  la  Gal- 
locanta,  near  which  barilla,  saxifrage, 
and  other  salitrose  plants  abound ; 
beyond  it  lies  Villar  del  Saz,  where 
there  are  irou-mines  which  furnish 
for  Calatayud  (see  R.  1 1 5)  a mineral 
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of  immemorial  celebrity.  Those' wbo 
do  not  wish  to  go  to  Calatayud  may 
cut  across  16  L.  by  Carinena  (popula- 
tion 4000),  in  whose  cereal  campo  the 
fine  wines  el  qjo  de  Gallo  and  bianco 
imperial  are  grown,  which  form  the 
usual  beverages  of  Zaragoza.  Those 
who  are  pressed  for  time  may  leave 
out  Daroca  altogether,  by  turning  off 
at  Lechago. 

Molina  de  Aragon  lies  9 L.  S.W.  of 
Daroca ; population  3500.  It  is  the 
capital  of  its  Senorio,  and  became  in- 
corporated with  the  Castilian  crown 
by  the  marriage  of  the  heiress  Maria 
with  Sancho  el  Bravo  in  1293.  The 
city  lies  with  a S.  aspect  on  a slope 
over  the  Gallo,  an  excellent  trout- 
stream,  and  is  protected  by  its  walls 
and  alcazar  from  the  N.  winds.  The 
whole  of  this  district  was  most  merci- 
lessly ravaged  by  the  French  in  Nov. 
1810,  when  three  parts  of  ihe  unhappy- 
city  were  burnt,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  sacked,  for  the  French 
remembered  and  revenged  the  ancient 
hatred  of  these  districts  to  their  ances- 
tors. This  country  was  ceded  to  Du 
Guesclin  and  his  “ compagnies  dee  pil- 
lar ds  ” (see  Navarrete),  by  Henrique 
II.,  in  recompense  for  their  services  in 
enabling  him  to  dethrone  his  brother; 
but,  impatient  of  the  iron  yoke  of 
French  dictation,  the  people  rose 
against  their  new  masters,  and  im- 
plored the  aid  of  Pedro  IV.  of  Ara- 
gon. Consult  * Historia  ’ by  Diego  de 
Castrejou  y Fonseca,  duo.  Mad.  1641 ; 

‘ Autiguedad  del  Seiiorio  de  Molina,’ 
Diego  Sanchez  Porto  Carrero,  Mad. 
1641;  ‘Molina  Vindicala,’  Antonio 
Moreno,  4to.  Mad.  1762. 

ROUTE  114. — TERCEL  TO  VALENCIA. 


Puehla  de  Val verde 3 


Sarrion  ...... 

. . . .2*  . 

. 5* 

Barracas  ..... 

. . . . 3*  . 

. 9 
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. . . . 3 . 

. 12 
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• • . . 2 • 

. 14 

Torre*  torres.  . . . 

0 0 . . 3 • 

. 17 

Muniedro 

. . . . 2 . 

. 19 

Albalat 

. . . . 2 . 

. 21 

Valencia  ..... 

• • • . 2 • 

. 23 

Valverde,  placed  on  a chilly  emi- 
nence, contains  1000  souls.  The  Ionic 
portal  to  the  parroquia  is  of  the  date 
1591.  Sarrion  has  a mineral  fountain, 


la  Escareluera.  Crossing  the  rugged 
Javalambre  chain,  leaving  the  Pena 
golosa  to  the  1.,  is  Alventoso  on  its 
rocky  Kund-blown  knoll,  placed  over  a 
dip  well  watered  by  the  confluents  of 
the  Mijares ; thence  over  a wild  rough 
country  to  the  province  of  Valencia  at 
Barracas,  whose  hills,  as  well  as  those 
of  La  Pina,  abound  in  game.  Soon 
descending  into  the  pleasant  fertile 
Huertas  of  Jerica,  cold  Aragon  is 
exchanged  for  genial  Valencia.  Jerica 
(Jericho),  population  3000,  is  placed 
under  a slope  crowned  with  a ruined 
castle  on  the  banks  of  the  Palancia, 
which  is  here  crossed  by  a good  bridge, 
built  in  1570  by  Juan  de  Munatones, 
bishop  of  Segorbe.  Many  Roman  in- 
scriptions are  found  in  this  district. 
The  parroquia  has  an  elaborate  stone 
portal ; hence  to  Segorbe  (see  p.  205). 


ROUTE  1 15. — MADRID  TO  ZARAGOZA. 


Puente  de  Viveros  . . 

...  3 

Alcala  de  Henares  . . 

. • .21  .. 
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• • • 1*  .. 
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10 

Torija 

...  3 .. 
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Arcos  de  Medinaceli  . 

. . .24  .. 
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...  2 .. 
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Monreal  de  Arixa  . . 

. . . i .. 
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Alama 

...  1 .. 

35 

Rubierca 
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36 
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38 

Calatayud 

. . . 2 .. 

40 

...  3 . . 
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Almunia  ...... 

...  3 .. 

46 

Venta  de  la  Kamera  . 

• . . 3 .. 

49 

Muela 

...  2 .. 

51 

Garrapinillos  • • • 

...  2 .. 

53 

Zaragoza 

...  2 .. 

55 

There  is  some  talk  of  a railroad  be- 
tween Madrid  and  Zaragoza,  which  is 
to  be  carried  on  to  Barcelona ; mean- 
while the  old  camino  real  is  taken  by 
the  diligence,  and  most  uninteresting 
it  is.  There  are  also  minor  branch 
diligences,  which  run  from  Madrid  to 
Alcala  and  Guadalajara,  the  two 
places  the  most  worth  seeing ; the  tra- 
veller therefore  might  visit  them  first, 
having  previously  secured  a place  in 
the  Zaragozan  diligence,  to  be  taken 
up  at  Guadalajara ; the  Paradores  de 
las  diliyencias  are  throughout  the  best 
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inn*.  Those  who  have  leisure  might 
visit  Sigiienza  and  Medinaceli , diverg- 
ing from  Guadalajara,  and  taking  up 
the  Zaragoza  road  at  Huerta.  After 
leaving  Madrid,  and  before  crossing  the 
Jarama,  to  the  1.  is  la  Alameda,  one 
of  the  few  attempts  at  a villa  near 
this  capital,  where  the  late  Condesa 
Duquesade  Osuna  expended  nn  dineral 
in  the  vain  attempt  to  create  an  oasis 
in  the  desert.  Crossing  the  Jarama,  to 
the  r.  is  Torrejon  de  Arduz,  near  which, 
in  July,  1843,  the  eventful  drama  of 
Espartero’s  career  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion : here  the  tool  of  French 
intrigues,  Narvaez,  encountered  Zur- 
bano,  and  “ fraternised thus  a bar- 
gain battle  finished  what  the  traitor 
convention  of  Vergara  began. 

A bald  dreary  country  continues  to 
Alcald  de  Henares,  “ the  castle  of  the 
river Arabice  el  Nahr,  which  this 
ouce  flourishing  university  bears  on 
its  shield  for  arms.  Inn,  Parador  de 
las  Diligencias.  The  place  looks  im- 
posing when  seen  from  afer,  from  its 
walls  and  towers,  but  inside  all  is  de- 
cay ; population  4500 : it  has  a theatre, 
a Plaza  de  Toros,  and  two  pretty 
alamedas  called  el  Sal  and  el  Chorillo. 
Many  changes  have  taken  place  since 
the  suppression  of  convents,  some  of 
which  are  now  schools  for  cavalry 
education.  The  old  city,  Alcald  el 
viejo,  was  built  on  the  Cerro  de  San  Ju- 
lian del  Viso,  and  was  called  Complu- 
tum,  quasi  confluvium,  from  the  junc- 
tion or  rivers.  It  was  taken  by  Alonso 
VI.,  who  was  encouraged  by  a vision 
of  the  Cross  in  the  air,  which  was  seen 
by  the  French  Archbishop  Bernardo, 
to  whom  the  monarch  granted  all  the 
lands  near  the  site  of  his  vision ; hence 
the  prosperity  of  the  place,  which 
grew  under  the  fostering  protection  of 
the  Toledan  primates;  indeed,  the 
town  is  their  creation.  Bernardo  built 
a hermitage  on  the  hill  of  la  Vera 
Cruz,  “the  true  cross,”  to  which  a 
retablo  was  given  in  1492  by  Pedro 
Gumiel,  an  architect  of  Alcald,  who  is 
generally  called  the  honourable,  el 
IJonrado,  because  his  works  never  ex- 
ceeded his  estimates ; and  all  who  to 
their  cost  have  dabbled  in  brick  and 
mortar,  raw  materials  of  ruination, 


will  visit  this  good  man’s  memorial, 
since,  take  him  for  all  in  all,  they 
ne’er  will  see  his  like  again,  in  Spain 
or  out  of  it,  since  even  Solomon, 
the  wisest  of  men  and  greatest  of 
builders,  was  out  in  his  reckoning  to 
the  tune  of  720,000/.,  which  he  bor- 
rowed of  a fHend  (1  Kings  ix.  11). 
The  Archbishop  Tenorio  erected  the 
wall  and  bridge  in  1389;  but  the  great 
benefactor  was  Cardinal  Ximenez,  or 
Cisneros  as  he  is  generally  called  by 
Spaniards,  who,  having  been  educated 
here,  remembered  in  his  day  of  power 
the  school  of  his  youth,  ana  raised  it 
in  1510  to  be  a university,  as  Wolsey, 
imitating  him,  did  Ipswich.  It  once 
had  19  colleges  and  38  churches,  and 
was  so  amply  provided,  that  Erasmus 
perpetrated  a pun  on  Complutum  by 
calling  it  TUsinrhovrov,  from  the  abund- 
ance of  wealth,  and  the  “ cumplimiento” 
of  all  learning ; and  here  at  least  were 
born  Cervantes  and  Antonio  Solis,  the 
historian  of  S.  America. 

„ Ximenez,  disgusted  at  Ferdinand’s 
suspicious  ingratitude,  retired  here 
after  the  conquest  of  Oran,  and  devoted 
his  time  and  income  to  his  new  build- 
ings. Daring  his  regency  he  amassed 
much  treasure,  with  all  of  which, 
when  Charles  V.  reached  Spain,  he 
endowed  his  university,  saying,  “ Had 
an  angel  asked  me  for  it  before  my 
sovereign’s  arrival,  I should  have 
thought  him  a devil;  and  should  he 
ask  me  again  for  it  now,  I should  think 
so  still.”  Alcald  became  to  Salamanca 
what  Cambridge  is  to  Oxford;  and 
Francois  I.,  who,  when  a prisoner, 
spent  here  three  days  of  continual  fes- 
tival, being  welcomed  by  11,000  stu- 
dents, remarked  that  “ one  Spanish 
monk  had  done  what  it  would  have 
taken  a line  of  kings  in  Frauce  to 
accomplish.”  The  celebrated  Poly- 
glot' Bible  was  printed  here,  hence  it  is 
called  the  Complutensian,  in  6 vols. 
folio,  1514-15.  Ximenez,  its  projector, 
spared  neither  pains  nor  cost,  and 
lived  to  see  the  last  sheet  In  type;  but 
after  his  death  Leo  X.,  warned  by 
Cardinal  Pole,  delayed  the  publication 
until  1522,  and  then  limited  it  to  600 
copies.  The  expense  of  the  edition 
exceeded  the  then  most  enormous  sum 
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of 52,000  ducats;  three  copies  only  were 
printed  on  vellum,  one  for  the  Vatican 
and  one  for  Alcala;  the  third  was 
bought  by  Mr.  Standish  for  522/.,  and 
bequeathed  to  Louis  Philippe ; the 
text  is  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  Latin,  and 
Chahlaic,  but  is  not  highly  esteemed 
by  Biblical  critics ; the  MSS.  have 
come  to  a sad  end.  According  to 
German  authority,  in  1784  Professor  , 
Moldeuhauer  went  to  Alcala  to  consult 
one  of  the  early  MS.  gospels,  but  after 
long  inquiry  discovered  that  the  libra- 
rian, about  thirty -five  years  before, 
when  wanting  room  for  some  modern 
trash,  had  sold  the  parchments  to  one 
Toryo,  a-  sad  radical  and  fire-work 
maker,  who  used  them  up  for  rocket- 
cases.  The  sale  was  entered  in  the  1 
official  accounts,  “ como  membranas 
inutile s,”  and  the  quantity  sold  was  so 
great  that  it  was  paid  for  at  separate 
times.  All  this  is  denied,  and  we  be- 
lieve with  reason,  by  Puig  Blanc,  in 
his  ‘ Opusculos and  see  4 Biblical  Re- 
view,’ xv.  186. 

Alcala  is  now  a poor  and  ignorant 
place,  for  the  removal  of  the  uni- 
versity to  Madrid  has  completed  its 
ruin ; it  is  a shadow  of  the  past,  and 
latterly  has  been  left  in  sad  abandon. 
Visit  the  Colegio  mayor  de  San  Ilde- 
fontto,  which  Ximenez  began  in  Tapia, 
and,  when  Ferdinand  objected  to  the 
humble  material,  replied,  that  it  her 
came  him,  a creature  of  dust,  to  leave 
marble  for  his  successors.  Hence  the 
inscription,  “ Olim  lutea  nunc  mar- 
morea.”  Designed  by  Pedro  Guraiel, 
it  was  finishea  in  1533  by  Rodrigo 
Gil.  There  are  three  patios;  one  is  in 
the  Doric,  Ionic,  and  Berruguete  style : 
that  called  el  Trilingue  was  completed 
in  1557.  The  chapel,  built  by  Gil  de 
Ontanon,  is  magnificent ; here  the  rich 
Gothic  is  tinctured  with  Moorish  de- 
coration, azvlejos  y lienzos.  Observe 
the  fretted  arches  under  a matchless 
artesonado  ceiling,  with  ribbed  panels 
and  alhambra  stars.  The  founder  lies 
buried  before  the  elaborate  retablo ; 
bis  effigy,  clad  in  pontificalibus,  re- 
poses on  a most  superb  raised  uma, 
the  masterpiece  of  Doininico  el  Fio- 
rentino : the  reja  is  by  the  Vergaras, 
father  and  son,  1566-73.  The  rich 


I cinque-cento  ornaments  struggle  be- 
tween Pagan  and  Christian  devices. 
There  is  a project  of  moving  this  fine 
sepulchre  to  Madrid.  The  Puraninfo, 
or  hall  of  former  ceremonials  (so 
called  from  the  professor  who  pre- 
sented candidates  for  degrees),  is 
adorned  with  exquisite  plateresque 
upper  galleries ; the  lacunares  of  the 
artesonado  roof  are  very  rich.  Ximenez 
died  at  Roa,  near  Valladolid,  Nov.  8, 
1517,  in  his  eighty-first  year,  broken- 
hearted at  the  ingratitude  which 
Charles  V.  showed,  like  his  grand- 
father, towards  an  old  and  faithful 
minister.  He  was  a stern  reformer, 
and  bigoted  persecutor  of  Jew  and 
Moor ; but  none  can  doubt  his  honesty 
of  purpose,  however  mistaken  his 
policy.  For  the  life  and  deeds  of  this 
great  prelate  consult  ‘De  Rebus  Gestis ,’ 
Gomez,  fol.,  Alcala,  1569;  4 Com- 

pendia de  la  Vida,’  Eugenio  de  Robles, 
4to.,  Toledo,  1 604  ; 4 Hist,  de  Toledo,’ 
T.  T.  Vargas,  L v.,  ch.  4. 

The  episcopal  palace,  on  which  many 
primates  have  laboured,  is  still  un- 
finished ; it  occupies  the  site  of  the  old 
alcazar,  of  which  a solid  tower  yet 
remains;  the  plain  exterior  contrasts 
with  the  beautiful  courts  and  decora- 
tions inside.  The  windows  of  the  first 
patio  resemble  those  by  Berruguete  in 
the  alcazar  of  Toledo ; the  second  patio 
is  plateresque,  with  rich  cornices  and 
balustrades,  and  was  built  by  the  pri- 
mates Fonseca  and  Tavera:  the  ex- 
quisite staircase  and  facade  to  the 
garden  deserve  notice.  Alcahl  was 
repeatedly  sacked  by  the  French ; 
hence  the  churches  and  convents  are 
now  plateless,  pictureless,  and  desolate. 
In  the  San  Diego  is  the  grand  sepul- 
chre and  recumbent  statue  of  the  pri- 
mate Alonso  de  Carrillo,  obt  1482. 
The  principal  church,  el  Magistral,  is 
Gothic,  with  an  excellent  Reja  by  Juan 
Frances,  and  elaborate  Silleria  del  Coro; 
here  lies  Pedro  Gumiel,  el  honrado, 
now  forgotten  and  dishonoured. 

The  tutelar  saints  of  AlcalA  are 
Justo  and  Pastor,  who  were  put  to 
death  Aug.  6, 306, when  aged  seven  and 
nine  years.  The  stone  on  which  they 
were  executed  still  bears  the  impres- 
sion of  their  knees,  as  may  be  seen  at 
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El  Paredon  del  Milctgro,  about  two 
miles  from  the  town.  When  the  Moors 
invaded  Alcala  the  martyr  bones  were 
carried  off  to  Huesca,  and  were  brought 
back  in  pomp  by  Philip  II.  Riba- 
deneyra  (li.  444)  gives  all  details  ; see 
also  Prudentius  (Per.  iv.  41);  consult 
also  ‘ Monumentos  de  los  S.  M.  Justo 
Pastor ,’  J.  F.  Andres  Cesar  Agustin, 
uesca,  8vo.  1644.  For  local  history 
consult  ‘ Historia,  8cc.,  de  Compluto,’ 
Miguel  Portillo  y Esquivel,  2 vols. 
4 to.,  Alcala,  1725-28. 

Two  L.  S.  is  Loeches,  with  the  Do- 
minican convent  to  which  the  Conde 
Duque  retired  when  disgraced  by 
Philip  IV.  He  was  buried  in  this 
convent’s  chapel, which  he  had  adorned 
with  ten  pictures  by  Rubens,  but  which 
disappeared  after  thiswise: — In  1807 
Mr.  Wallis,  agent  of  the  picture-dealer 
Buchanan,  bargained  with  the  nuns  to 
buy  six  of  them  for  600/.  Meanwhile 
the  French  arrived,  and  Sebastiani 
agreed  to  remove  them  by  force,  he 
having  two  for  his  fee ; he  selected 
among  them  the  Triumph  of  Religion, 
certainly  not  of  the  eighth  command- 
ment, which  is  now  in  the  Louvre,  sold 
by  him  for  30,000  francs  to  the  French 
government.  In  order  to  save  the 
others,  Wallis  placed  them  in  the  house 
of  M.  Bourke,  the  Danish  minister, 
who  unluckily  was  himself  a dealer  in 
virtu,  and  by  whom  they  were  sold  for 
10,000/.  to  Lord  Grosvenor:  thus  Mr. 
Buchanan  lost  both  cash  and  pictures 
(see  his  ‘ Memoirs  of  Painting,’  ii. 
222,  which  give  curious  details  how 
collections  were  formed  with  English 
gold,  Corsican  brass,  and  French  iron). 
Sebastiani,  in  1814,  at  the  Restoration, 
when  matters  looked  rather  awkward, 
offered  to  an  English  gentleman  to  sell 
his  collection  of  seventy-three  pictures 
for  11,000/.,  and  they  were  proposed 
to  George  IV.,  who  was  unable  to  buy 
them,  from  having  spent  all  his  loose 
cash  in  feasting  the  allied  sovereigns : 
many  were  purchased  by  Messrs. 
Watson  Taylor  and  Alexander  Baring. 

To  the  r.  of  Loeches,  and  about  2 L. 
from  Alcala,  is  Corpa,  famed  for  its 
hunger-provoking  waters.  Morales 
{Ant.  de  Espaiia,  57)  relates  how  a 
labourer  sat  down  one  fine  Monday 


with  his  week’s  provision  of  bread, 
and  forthwith  ate  his  daily  loaf,  and 
then  washed  it  down  at  the  spring  ; but 
the  more  he  drank  the  more  he  ate, 
until  the  seven  loaves  were  gone; 
hence  it  is  called  la  fuente  de  siete 
hogazas.  Others  say  that  the  rustic 
had  eaten  all  his  seven  loaves  at  once, 
and,  feeling  considerably  distended, 
drank  of  the  waters,  and  immediately 
digested  the  whole  mass.  Read  this, 
ye  aldermen  of  London,  with  what 
appetite  ye  may. 

Leaving  Alcala,  the  bald  plains  con- 
tinue to  Guadalajara  ( Wada-l-ha- 
jarah ),  “ the  river  of  stones,”  which 
are  more  liberally  bestowed  in  these 
cereal  plains  than  loaves.  This  river, 
the  Henares,  is  crossed  by  a bridge, 
built  in  1758,  on  Roman  foundations. 
The  town,  especially  when  seen  from 
San  Antonio,  outside  the  walls,  rises 
in  a fine  jagged  outline  with  crumbling 
battlements,  while  the  gardens  of  the 
Mendoza  palace  hang  over  a wild 
ravine.  Inside,  however,  it  is  dull 
and  poverty-stricken ; population  about 
6700.  The  posadas  are  bad ; that  of 
the  diligence  is  the  least  so. 

Guadalajara  was  reconquered  from 
the  Moors  by  Alvar  Fanez  de  Minaya, 
whose  mounted  effigy  the  city  bears  for 
its  arms.  The  readers  of  old  ballads 
will  be  familiar  with  this  relative  and 
right  hand  of  the  Cid,  to  whom  he 
gave  his  precious  swords  (Duran,  v. 
154).  Alvar  was  a fierce  guerrillero  of 
that  exterminating  age,  and,  like  his 
master,  spared  neither  age  nor  sex, 
hewing  the  infidel  to  pieces ; hence  the 
Moorish  annalists  never  mention  the 
name  Albarhanis  without  adding, 
“ May  God  destroy  him  ” (Moh.  D., 
ii.,  ap.  32).  The  great  lords  of  Guada- 
lajara were  the  Mendozas,  the  Mecenas 
family  of  the  Peninsula.  Visit  their 
palace,  in  which  the  great  Cardinal 
Mendoza,  rex  tertius,  was  born  and 
died.  The  style  is  quaint,  and  in  a 
sort  of  transition  from  the  Moro-Gotho 
to  the  cinque-cento;  the  capricious 
designs  are  coarsely  executed,  yet  as  a 
whole  it  is  strange  and  striking.  The 
faqade  is  studded  with  projecting  knobs, 
while  an  ample  armorial  shield  with 
satyrs  for  supporters  crowns  the  portal : 
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high  above  runs  an  elegant  row  of 
Moorish  windows,  from  whence  Fran- 
cois L beheld  the  tournament  given 
nim  by  the  Duque  de  Infantado,  whose 
magnificent  hospitality  is  described  by 
eye-witnesses  (see  ‘Hechos  de  Alarcon,’ 
x.  302,  fol.  Mad.,  1665;  and'  Historia 
de  Pescara,’  viii.  ch.  3,  Zaragoza, 
1 562).  The  then  duke  lived  in  almost 
royal  state ; his  retinne,  body-guard, 
&c.,  are  detailed  by  Navagiero  (p.  7). 
On  entering  the  house  the  patio  is  sin- 
gularly rich  and  rare ; over  the  arcades 
are  strange  sculptured  lions,  with  heads 
like  hedgehogs,  and  a profusion  of 
scrolls  and  shields.  All  is  now  the 
abomination  of  desolation : the  rooms 
of  state  are  partitioned  with  tapique, 
and  dwarfed  down  to  the  wants  of  the 
degenerate  unworthy  inmates.  It  is 
melancholy  to  walk  through  this 
palace,  where  past  splendour  struggles 
with  present  decay.  The  splendid 
artesonado  ceilings,  being  out  of  reach, 
mock  with  their  gilded  magnificence 
the  indigent  misery  of  the  walls  below, 
and  the  azulejos  retain  their  Prima- 
ticcio  designs.  In  a room  upstairs 
some  portraits  of  the  grim  Mendozas 
frown  flapping  in  their  frames  at  this 
neglect  of  their  descendant  the  Osuna 
and  richest  grandee  in  Spain.  Observe 
the  ceilings  in  a saloon  which  over- 
looks the  weed-encumbered  garden, 
and  another  which  bears  the  arms  of 
England,  with  the  Tudor  badges  and 
supporters.  The  Sola  de  Linajes,  once 
the  saloon  of  the  genealogies  of  the 
proud  Mendoza,  has  been  converted 
into  a magazine!  Observe  the  huge 
chimney-pieces,  and  especially  that  in 
the  long  gallery,  which  Francois  I.  so 
much  admired,  and  Nunez  de  Castro 
has  described  in  bad  verses.  This 
palace  was  completely  gutted  by  the 
republican  invaders,  who  resented  the 
hospitality  shown  to  even  their  own 
king  in  his  hour  of  need. 

Next  visit  San  Francisco,  with  its 
simple  imposing  outside.  It  was 
cruelly  ill  used  in  the  civil  wars, 
having  been  turned  into  a fortress,  as 
it  commands  the  town ; founded  in 
1200  by  Dona  Berenguela  for  the 
Templars,  it  was  rebuilt  in  1393  by 
the  Admiral  Mendoza.  Observe  in 


the  Capilla  de  los  Davalos  a sweet 
statue  of  a sleeping  female,  holding 
the  cordon  of  the 'tutelar:  here  youth 
and  beauty  have  met  with  an  untimely 
end,  cut  off  in  their  prime. 

Now  descend  into  the  Pant  eon, 
where  reposed  the  ashes  of  the  Men- 
dozas, the  brave,  the  pious,  the  learned, 
and  the  magnificeut.  The  sepulchre, 
worthy  of  their  goodness  and  greatness, 
rivalled  in  rich  marbles  those  of  the 
Medici  at  Florence  and  the  Escorial, 
and  was  begun  in  1696,  and  finished 
in  1 720,  at  the  then  enormous  cost  of 
180,000/. : it  contained  twenty-eight 
tombs,  and  among  them  that  of  the 
duke  who  had  befriended  Francois  I., 
but  his  ashes,  in  1809,  were  cast  to  the 
wind  by  the  French,  who  made  bul- 
lets out  of  the  leaden  coffins,  and  then 
broke  the  precious  marbles  into  pieces. 
Infantado  after  their  expulsion  long 
left  the  vault  purposely  unrestored,  as 
a mute  but  eloquent  record  of  revo- 
lutionary philanthropy.  The  Duque 
was  personally  obnoxious  to  the  French 
because  a true  Spanish  patriot.  He 
was  appointed  commander-in-chief  at 
this  place  Dec.  2,  1808,  after  La  Pena 
had  been  defeated  before  the  town, 
which  was  then  dreadfully  sacked  by 
Marshal  Bessieres. 

Near  the  Mendoza  palace  is  a pseudo- 
Moorish  brick  building,  which  was 
converted  by  the  invaders  into  a bat- 
tery, and  since  into  a prison  : opposite 
is  the  royal  manufactory,  a French 
scheme  of  Philip  V.,  who  wished  to 
force  Spain,  a naturally  agricultural 
country,  into  making  bad  and  dear 
wares.  Here  all  the  merino  fleeces  of 
Spain  were  to  be  wrought  into  cloth 
for  nothing  less  than  the  supply  of  the 
whole  world;  but  all  this  ended  in 
more  cry  than  wool : mucho  ruido  y 
pocas  nueces.  Bolstered  up  from  1757 
to  1784  by  Charles  III.,  or  rather 
Florida  Blanca,  at  an  enormous  loss, 
it  became  such  a hotbed  of  robbery, 
jobbery,  disorder,  and  mismanagement, 
that  the  minister  Wall,  an  Irishman, 
contrived  to  decoy  over  one  Thomas 
Bevan,  from  Melksham  in  Wiltshire, 
to  set  the  machinery  and  matters  to 
right.  The  Spaniard  left  the  poor 
foreigner,  when  his  task  was  accom- 
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plished,  to  die  of  a broken  heart  at 
the  failure  of  every  grand  promise 
which  had  been  made  to  him.  This 
establishment  was  gutted  and  ruined 
by  the  French,  but  Ferdinand  VII., 
on  his  restoration,  restored  this  ruinous 
concern,  as  he  did  the  Inquisition,  for 
deep  indeed  have  the  Colbert  maxims 
sunk  into  every  Bourl>on  heart. 

Next  visit  the  Plaza  de  Santa 
Maria,  and  observe  the  picturesque 
arcades  of  San  Miguel,  once  a mosque, 
with  its  colonnaded  entrance,  round 
buttress  pillars  with  pointed  heads, 
horseshoe  arches,  machicolations,  and 
herring-bone  patterns  under  the  roof. 
The  church  of  San  Esteban  has  the 
Toledan  circular  absis  and  rows  of 
arches  on  the  exterior,  and  presents  a 
curious  jumble  of  styles.  Alfar  Fanez 
lies  buried  inside,  with  many  other 
ancient  knights  of  good  family.  There 
is  a history  of  Guadalajara  collected 
partly  by  Fernando  Peclia,  a Jesuit, 
but  published  under  the  name  of 
Alonso  Nufiez  de  Castro,  fol.  Mad. 
1653;  consult  also  Antiguedud,  de  G. 
Bair.  Campusano,  fol.  Mad.  1661. 

About  2 L.  from  Guadalajara,  and 
on  the  road  to  Cuenca,  is  Ltipiuna, 
with  its  celebrated  monastery  of  San 
Bartolomei',  which  was  the  first  founded 
in  Spain  for  the  order  of  St.  Jerome 
by  Diego  Martinez  in  1330;  the  fine 
Gothic  cloisters  were  built  in  1472  by 
the  Primate  Carrillo ; the  church  by 
Herrera ; the  grand  chamber,  in  which 
the  general  chapters  were  held,  by- 
Mora  in  1598. 

From  Guadalajara  the  traveller 
may  visit  the  baths  of  Trillo ; there 
is  a diligence  : see  Sigiienza,  and  then 
take  up  the  road  to  Zaragoza  at  Lo- 
dares ; there  is  also  a talk  of  a road 
from  Guadalajara  to  Logrono.  Quit- 
ting the  former,  at  about  2 L.  E.  of 
Tori j a are  the  plains  of  Briguega,  or 
the  Alcarria,  Arabicc  a place  of  farms 
or  alquerias.  This  fine  pastoral  and 
wheat  district  was  originally  a vast 
lake,  which  was  separated  by  the 
Guadarrama  chain  from  the  similar 
one,  now  the  Tierra  de  Campos,  in  Old 
Castile.  The  fresh  - water  basin  is 
composed  of  rich  red  marl  and  loam, 
and  is  irrigated  by  streams  which  flow 


into  the  Tajuna.  The  district  is  ele- 
vated some  4200  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.  The  aromatic  shrubs  of 
the  hills  render  the  honey  very  fine, 
while  the  wines  of  Poijos  are  excellent. 

Brihuega,  Centobnga,  is  an  old  and 
once  walled  city  of  4500  souls.  Here, 
Dec.  9,  1710,  Vendome  defeated  Stan- 
hope, whose  victories  over  the  French 
at  Almenara  and  Zaragoza  had  reco- 
vered Madrid,  as  Salamanca  did  in 
our  times.  His  heavy  German  allies 
having,  however,  neglected  to  secure 
the  communications  between  Portugal 
by  Alcaraz,  Vendome  seized  the  open- 
ing, and  advanced  from  Talavera  on 
Madrid  with  greatly  superior  forces, 
just  as  Soult  did  from  Hellin.  Thus 
the  allies  were  forced  to  fall  back  on 
Catalonia,  as  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
was  on  Portugal.  The  selfish  Aus- 
trian, Charles,  Ted  the  retreat,  carrying 
off  all  the  cavalry  with  him  as  his 
escort,  and  thereby  depriving  the  army 
of  all  meaus  of  obtaining  intelligence 
and  watching  the  enemy.  The  allies 
divided  into  three  bodies,  the  Portu- 
guese taking  the  centre,  the  Germans 
the  r.,  and  the  English  the  1.  The 
allies  proceeded  over-leisurely,  and 
were  pounced  upon  quite  unawares  by 
the  dashing  Veudbme,  who  wisely 
made  his  first  attack  against  the  little 
English  band,  which  then,  as  in  our 
times,  was,  to  use  Stanhope’s  words, 
“the  salt  which  seasoned  the  whole.” 
Vendome  had  more  than  20,000  men, 
while  Stanhope  had  scarcely  5500, 
with  no  cavalry  and  very  scanty  am- 
munition. He  instantly  sent  off  to 
Staremberg,  who,  although  distant 
only  a five  hours'  march,  now,  when 
minutes  were  winged  with  destinies, 
was  two  days  in  coming  up,  thus  oc- 
casioning his  ally  and  nimself  to  be 
defeated  in  detail.  Stanhope  resisted 
the  French  as  long  as  his  power  lasted; 
he  then  capitulated  on  most  honourable 
terms,  which  Vendome  stained  his 
great  glory  by  shamefully  violating. 
The  next  morning,  that  is,  the  day 
after  the  fair,  the  lumbering  Starem- 
berg reached  Villaviciosa,  d istant  about 
1 L.,  with  1 3,000  men,  and  fought  so 
gallantly  that  Vendome  at  one  time 
meditated  a retreat  on  Torija:  thus, 
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had  these  slow  allies  only  marched  a 
little  quicker,  and  joined  Stanhope,  the 
French  must  have  been  destroyed.  ; 
Night  came  on,  leaving  the  battle  un- 
decided, but  on  the  morning  Starem- 
berg  retreated,  and  reached  Barcelona 
with  only  7000  men. 

Four  L.  from  Brihuega  through  So- 
lanillos,  is  Trillo,  a town  of  800  inha- 
bitants, near  the  Tagus  and  Cifuentes  ; 
it  possesses  excellent  mineral  baths, 
which  are  much  frequented  from  June 
15  to  September  15  by  the  sickly  Ma- 
drilenos.  The  baths  are  situated  about 
a mile  from  Trillo,  by  a pretty  planted 
walk ; one  called  la  Piscina,  is  de- 
stined for  lepers,  and  there  is  also  a 
hospital  in  which  the  poor  are  received 
■ — and  most  poorly.  The  equally  fre- 
quented baths  of  Sacedon  lie  a few  L. 
S.  of  Trillo. 

At  Almadrones  the  road  branches 
to  the  1.  to  Siguenza  in  Old  Castile, 

4 L. ; few  visit  this  city,  which,  how- 
ever, contains  a cathedral  full  of  mag- 
nificent art.  Population,  about  5000. 
It  is  the  chief  town  of  its  district, 
which,  possessing  fine  plains  and 
plenty  of  water,  might,  with  proper 
cultivation  and  roads,  be  made  the 
granary  of  Spain.  Sigiienza  was  built, 
it  is  said,  by  fugitives  from  Saguntum, 
but  the  site  of  the  Celtiberian  Segontia, 
Seguncia,  was  distant  about  two  miles, 
and  is  still  called  Villa  Vieja.  Si- 
giienza, once  an  important  frontier 
town  of  Castile  and  Aragon,  was  re- 
conquered in  108G  by  Alonso  VI.,  and 
still  retains  portions  of  its  ancient 
walls  and  gates ; built  in  the  shape  of 
an  amphitheatre  on  the  side  of  a hill, 
sloping  down  the  valley  of  the  Henares, 
the  upper  town  is  steep,  with  its  height 
crowned  by  the  episcopal  palace  or 
Alcazar,  for  the  bishop  was  once  sefior 
or  lord  of  Sigiienza.  The  Gothic 
cathedral,  a very  fine  substantial  edi- 
fice, has  a simple  facade  between  two 
towers,  with  a medallion  of  the  Virgin 
giving  the  Casulla  to  San  Ildefonso 
over  the  central  portal ; descending 
into  the  interior,  the  twenty-four  noble 
clustered  piers  which  support  the 
middle  and  highest  of  the  three  naves 
are  striking.  The  much-admired 
trascoro,  with  red  and  black  marbles, 


was  raised  in  1685  by  Bishop  Bravo, 
to  receive  an  image  of  the  Virgin 
which  had  been  miraculously  pre- 
served from  the  Moors.  The  rich 
Gothic  silleria  del  coro  was  carved  in 
1490  ; the  huge  organs  are  of  much 
later  date.  The  simple  and  classical 
retablo  of  the  high  altar  is  composed  of 
three  tiers  of  the  Ionic,  Corinthian, 
and  Composite  orders,  and  was  with 
the  bas-reliefs  raised  in  1613  by  Bishop 
Mateo  de  Burgos.  The  statues  of 
Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity  deserve  no- 
tice. Among  the  many  tombs  of  pre- 
lates in  the  presbiterio,  remark,  near 
the  door  of  the  Sagrario,  the  recumbent 
effigy  of  the  first  bishop,  the  French- 
man Bernardo,  afterwards  the  cele- 
brated Primate  of  Toledo.  The  por- 
tion of  the  transept  in  which  are  the 
relics  of  Santa  Librada,  the  patroness 
of  the  city,  is  elaborately  architectural. 
See  her  Life,  Santa  Librada  V.  M.  y 
Patrona,  &c.,  Diego  E.  Gouz.  Chan- 
tos  y Ullaviri,  4to.  Mad.  1806.  Ob- 
serve the  details  of  the  retablo  and  the 
niche  in  which  her  body  reposes ; 
above  is  a sculpture  in  which  she 
ascends  to  heaven,  and  nothing  that 
minute  labour  and  gilding  can  effect 
has  been  spared.  The  founder,  the 
Bishop  Fadrique  of  Portugal,  kneels 
in  a highly -wrought  niche  near  his 
work. 

The  chapel  of  Santa  Catalina  is  near 
the  door  which  opens  to  the  market- 
place. Observe  a delicate  platercsque 
portal  and  rgja,  and  some  superb  se- 
pulchres with  recumbent  figures  ; e.  g. 
of  Martin  Vasquez  de  Sosa  j Sancha, 
his  wife ; Martin  Vasquez  de  Aree, 
1486  ; and  a fine  armed  knight  of  Sant- 
iago. Above  all  notice  that  of  the 
bishop  of  Canaria,  Fernando  de  Arce, 
obiit  1522,  by  whom  some  of  the 
others  to  his  ancestors  were  raised,  for 
it  is  truly  Berruguete,  with  statues  of 
children,  shields,  and  cinque-cento 
decoration,  amid  which  the  prelate 
lies  at  full-length  on  the  xirna.  An- 
other sepulchre  of  older  date  fills  the 
centre  of  this  extraordinary  assemblage 
of  monumental  art.  The  retablo  is 
churrigueresque,  but  the  original  one  is 
put  up  in  the  Sacristia  with  an  excel- 
lent but  much-injured  Florentine  pic- 
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tu re  of  the  Crucifixion.  The  adjoining 
Capilla  de  San  Francisco  Xavier  has 
also  a plateresque  portal,  and  in  the 
semicircular  chapel  is  the  tomb  of 
Bishop  Bravo,  with  a fine  crucifix. 
The  portal  to  the  Sacristia  or  Sagra- 
rio  is  in  best  plateresque,  and  in  the 
same  style  is  the  wood  carving  inside, 
while  the  Relicario  is  filled  with  sta- 
tuary and  minute  sculpture,  and  the 
reja  is  excellent.  The  glorious  church 
plate  disappeared  during  the  war  of 
the  invasion.  The  Gothic  cloisters, 
with  delicate  windows  and  enrich- 
ments, were  finished  in  1 507  by  Car- 
dinal Bernardo  Carvajal,  and  were 
paved  in  the  last  century  by  Bishop 
Bullon,  who  disfigured  the  general 
character  with  his  coats  of  arms.  Ex- 
amine, however,  the  doors  and  conti- 
guous chapels. 

The  Geronomite  Colegio  was  founded 
by  one  of  the  Medinaceli  family,  who 
lies  buried  in  the  transept,  obiit  1488. 
Observe  the  tomb  of  Bishop  Bartolome 
de  Risova,  obiit  lfi57,  and  the  classical 
cloister  of  Tuscan  and  Doric.  Si- 
iienza  has  pleasant  walks  on  the  river 
anks,  which  were  laid  out  by  Bishop 
Diaz  de  la  Guerra,  for  the  bishops  have 
been  signal  benefactors  to  their  city. 
They  raised  the  aqueduct,  which 
crosses  a glen  below  their  palace,  and 
supplies  the  town,  and  is  a work  of  truly 
Roman  intention,  solidity,  utility,  and 
grandeur.  It  was  at  Siguenza,  Nov. 
30,  1808,  that  Castanos,  after  his  de- 
feat at  Tudela,  surrendered  his  com- 
mand to  La  Pena  of  Barrosa  infamy ; 
then  the  hero  of  Bailen,  who  never  had 
won  a victory  except  by  that  accident, 
from  being  the  idol  of  Spain,  became 
at  once  an  object  of  popular  scorn. 
Consult  Catalago  Saguntino  y Anales 
de  Siguenza,  Jose  ltenales  Carrascal, 
4 to.  Mad.  1 742. 

The  road  to  Zaragoza  may  be  re- 
joined at  Lodares,  passing  first  to  Me- 
dinaceli, 4 L.  This  is  not  a “ city 
of  heaven,”  either  metaphorically  or 
really,  but  simply  the  “ city  of  Selim,” 
and  once  the  strong  frontier  hold  of  a 
Moor  of  that  name,  and,  accordingly, 
the  scene  of  many  conflicts  between 
both  the  Moors  against  themselves  and 
against  the  Christians.  Here,  on  Mon- 


day, Ang.  7,  1002,  died  the  celebrated 
Al-Mansdr,  “ the  victorious,”  the  Cid 
of  the  Moors,  and  the  most  terrible 
enemy  of  the  Christians.  Mohammed 
Ibn  Abi  Aamur  was  born  Oct.  28,  938, 
near  Algeciras ; he  was  first  a letter- 
writer  at  the  gate  of  the  palace  at  Cor- 
dova, then  the  Kateb  or  secretary  of 
Sobha,  the  mother  ofHishem  II.,  whose 
Amir  he  rose  to  be  by  a long  tissue  of 
intrigues,  treacheries,  and  murders, 
next  becoming  the  Hageb,  or  Maire  du 
Palais,  and  in  reality  the  master  of  the 
puppet  Sultan.  He  waged  deadly  war 
against  the  Christians,  proclaiming  a 
“holy  crusade,”  or  Algihad , every  year. 
He  was  buried  in  the  dust  of  fifty  cam- 
paigns, for  after  every  battle  he  used 
to  shake  off  the  soil  from  his  garments 
into  a chest  which  he  carried  about 
with  him  for  that  purpose  (consult 
* Moh.  Dyn.'  ii.  lib.  vi.).  Mons.  Viar- 
dot,  * Essai  sur  les  Mores  en  Espagne  * 
(i.  1 10),  has  made  of  Al-Mansur  a hero 
of  a novel,  as  his  countryman  Florian 
did  of  Gonzalo  de  Cordova,  and  Cha- 
teaubriand of  the  Abencerrage.  Rei- 
nandt.Inv.des  Sarrasins,  p.  217),  a criti- 
cal writer,  cautions  his  readers  against 
M.  Viardot’s  ultra-French  polish. 

Medinaceli,  now  the  chilly  home  of 
some  1 600  mortals,  is  built  on  a steep 
eminence  over  the  trout-stream  Jalon, 
and  gives  the  ducal  title  to  the  great 
family  of  Cerdas,  the  rightful  heir  to 
the  crown,  for  Fernando,  called  la 
Cerda,  from  a peculiar  tuft  or  bristle, 
the  eldest  son  of  Alonso  el  Sabio,  died 
during  his  father’s  lifetime,  leaving 
two  children  by  Blanche  of  Bourbon, 
who  were  dispossessed  in  1284  by  their 
uncle  Sancho  el  Bravo  (Mariana,  xiv. 
7).  The  Spanish  historian  was  not 
aware  how  ancient  an  Iberian  custom 
was  this  succession  of  brothers  to  the 
exclusion  of  nephews  (see  Livy,  xxviii. 
21).  It  was  introduced  into  Spain  in 
all  probability  by  the  Carthaginians, 
as  the  rule  prevailed  in  Numidia  (Livy, 
xxix.  29).  The  dispossessed  dukes  of 
Medinaceli  long  continued  at  every 
new  coronation  to  claim  the  crown  and 
to  be  fined  a small  sum  pro  fonnft. 
Their  petty  capital  has  a Colegiata,  a 
dilapidated  palace  with  a good  Doric 
courtyard,  and  the  remains  of  a Roman 
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arch.  The  city  was  taken  from  the 
Moors  in  1083,  by  Alvar  Fanez  de  Mi- 
naya,  whose  mounted  effigy  it  blazons 
for  its  arms. 

At  Arcos  we  cross  the  Jetton,  and 
soon  entering  Aragon  bid  adieu  to  the 
Castiles  at  Huerta,  which  is  a poor 
town,  nipped  and  chilled  by  the  winds 
of  the  bleak  Moncayo  mountains ; how- 
ever, it  possesses  one  of  the  finest  Ber- 
nardiue  monasteries  in  all  Spain,  built 
on  the  site  of  a palace  of  Alonso  VIII. 
in  1142-7,  and  the  scene  of  his  fabled 
loves  with  the  dark-eyed  Jewess  Ra- 
chel, her  tragical  death,  his  bitter  re- 
pentance. Part  of  his  stables  remain, 
having  been  converted  into  a granary ; 
but  the  whole  edifice  has  been  altered 
from  time  to  time  and  much  injured 
by  modern  bad  taste.  There  are  two 
noble  cloisters ; that  with  a double 
colonnade  is  most  elegant ; the  poiuted 
Gothic  below  contrasts  with  the  round 
arches  above.  This  convent  was  the 
burial-place  of  many  ancient  knights 
of  the  13th  and  14th  centuries,  who 
died  fighting  the  Moor,  e.  g.  the  Fiua- 
josas,  Perez,  Martinez,  Manriques, 
Montuengas,  Munoz,  and  others,  whose 
Froissart  epitaphs  are  preserved  by 
Ponz  (xiii.  54).  The  Silteria  del  Coro, 
full  of  Berruguete  and  cinque-cento 
caprice,  is  most  elegant ; observe  the 
stall  of  the  abbot.  Near  the  high  altar 
was  buried  Rodrigo  Ximenez  de  Rada, 
the  warlike  primate  who  fought  at  Las 
Navas  de  Tulosa : his  ashes  have  been 
moved  to  Toledo.  The  church  was 
formerly  painted  with  representations 
of  that  decisive  victory.  The  once  ex- 
cellent library  has  shared  the  fate  of 
most  in  Spain.  Among  the  remark- 
able personages  buried  here  is  the  San 
Sacerdote,  Martin  de  Fmajoia ; also 
many  of  the  French  legionaries  who 
came  to  aid  Henrique  II.  agaiust  Don 
Pedro.  This  monastery  deserves  a 
careful  inspection. 

Aragon  is  entered  at  Ariza,  a name 
said  to  be  derived  from  the  Basque 
Arc'-za,  abundance  of  sheep.  It  is  a 
miserable  place,  retaining  some  of  its 
former  mud  walls  and  fortifications. 
Hence  following  the  Jalon,  is  Alhama, 
placed  under  a noble  rock  above  the 
river ; distant  2 L.  are  the  baths,  the 

Sr.  1 


; Roman  Aqua;  Bilbuitanse,  which  are 
frequented  from  June  to  September. 
Thence  passing  Bubierca,  Voberca,  to 
Ateca,  a town  of  2000  souls,  which 
was  conquered  from  the  Moors  by  the 
Cid,  and  a tower  on  the  Valencian  road 
still  bears  his  name.  About  10  miles 
off,  at  the  monastery  of  Piedra,  are 
some  grand  cascades ; that  called  la 
Cola  del  Caballo,  “ the  horse’s  tail,”  is 
300  feet  high. 

Calatayud  is  the  second  town  of  Ara- 
gon. The  diligence  inu  is  the  best, 
but  the  Parador  de  Uover  is  deceit. 
Population  about  16,000.  The  city  has 
an  imposing  look,  imbedded  among 
rocks,  and  with  a noble  castle.  The 
hills  are  grey,  hungry,  barren,  scaly, 
and  crumbling,  as  are  the  ruined  edi- 
fices which  are  built  out  of  them  and 
among  them,  for  the  whole  place  is 
dilapidated  and  dull.  It  is  of  Moorish 
origin,  as  the  Arabic  name  implies, 
being  the  “ Castle  of  Ayub,”  Job,  the 
nephew  of  Musa,  who,  to  construct  his 
new  frontier  town,  used  up  the  remains 
of  ancient  Bilbilis  as  a quarry ; that 
old  Iberian  city  lay  about  2 miles  E. 
at  Bambola,  and  was  celebrated  for 
being  the  birthplace  of  Martial  and  the 
site  of  a victory  gained,  u.  c.  680,  by 
Quintus  Metellus  over  Sertorius.  It 
was  also  renowned  for  its  superior 
steel  and  streams,  “ aquts  et  armis 
nobilem”  (Mart  i.  50,  4),  for  equis  is 
an  incorrect  reading.  These  waters 
were  those  of  the  Jalon,  “ Armorum 
Salo  temperator”  (Mart.  iv.  55,  11). 
See  also  Justin  (xliv.  2),  and  Pliny 
(N.  H-  xxxiv.  14),  and  for  Spanish 
swords,  Toledo,  p.  499.  The  fourteen 
medals  coined  at  Bilbilis  are  enume- 
rated by  Florez  (M.  i.  169).  Modern 
Calatayud  must  closely  resemble  an- 
cient Bilbilis  as  described  by  Martial 
(x.  103)  ; it  is  cold  and  cheerless,  being 
exposed  to  the  blasts  of  the  dreaded 
Moncayo,  mous  Caunus,  Calvus.  This 
bald  Sierra,  a peeled  mass  of  red  sand- 
stone and  limestone,  divides  the  basins 
of  the  Ebro  and  Duero,  and,  being  de- 
tached, catches  the  clouds  and  is  the 
dwelling  of  /Eolus  and  Pulmonia,  as 
in  the  days  of  Martial  (i.  50,  5),  who 
dreaded  “ sterilem  Caunum  cum  uivi- 
bus.” 
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Martial  himself,  although  an  Ara- 
gonese by  birth,  was  in  truth  rather  an  I 
Andaluz  gracioso.  He  went  to  Rome, 
where  he  neglected  business  and  took 
to  writing  epigrams  like  Salas,  and  Se- 
guidillas  like  Quevedo.  The  charac- 
teristics of  his  style  are  well  summed 
up  by  his  friend  Pliny  in  his  ‘ Epistles’ 
(iii.  21'),  as  partaking  satis  et  fellis, 
of  salt,  sal  andaltiza,  and  gall,  and  he 
might  have  added  of  dirt ; but  ancient 
ballad-mongers  were  frank  and  open  in 
their  expressions,  nor  was  there  then  any 
inquisidor  to  force  them  into  decency 
and  on  outward  observance  of  les  con- 
venances. What  the  ancient  Seguidillas 
were  may  be  inferred  from  that  quoted 
by  Suetonius  ;Cses.  49),  Gallias  Casar 
subegit,  etc. ; but  those  who  will  look 
into  the  ‘ Cancionero  de  Burlas,  Ma- 
drid, por  Luis  Sanchez,’  i.  e.  printed  in 
London,  by  Pickering,  will  see  the 
Spanish  muse  in  tolerable  dishabille. 
Martial  toadied  Domitian  when  alive, 
by  whom  he  was  knighted,  but  the 
caballero  abused  him  when  dead.  He 
took  disgust  at  being  neglected  by 
Trajan,  his  paisano,  and  returned  to 
Spain  after  35  years’  absence,  from 
whence  he  wrote  an  account  of  his 
mode  of  life  to  Juvenal,  and  which, 
rude  as  it  was  compared  to  the  luxu- 
ries of  Rome,  he  preferred,  like  a true 
Spaniard,  who  is  wretched  out  of  Spain, 
sic  me  vivere,  sic  juvat  perire  (xii.  1 8). 

Calataijud  is  a genuine  Aragonese 
city ; and  now  the  peculiar  soffits  and 
carved  projecting  rafters  of  roofs  com- 
mence, and  the  Castilian  quinta  gives 
place  to  the  torre,  and  the  dingy  paho 
pardo  for  blue  and  yellow  velveteens. 
The  town  is  cheap,  as  the  environs, 
being  well  irrigated  by  the  Jalon  and 
Jiloca,  are  full  of  pastures,  fruit,  and 
vegetables ; the  hemp  is  equal  to  that 
of  Granada.  The  city  has  also  a the- 
atre, a plaza  de  toros,  and  some  pretty 
alamedas. 

There  are  two  Colegiatas.  One,  el 
Santo  Sepulcro,  was  built  in  1141,  and 
originally  belonged  to  the  Templars  ; 
the  altar  of  the  sepulcro  is  made  of 
marbles  of  the  province.  The  second, 
la  de  Santa  Maria , has  a most  elegant 
cinquecento  portal,  erected  in  1528, 
but  the  intenor  is  less  good,  having 


been  disfigured  with  stucco-work  of 
bad  taste.  There  are  a few  second- 
rate  pictures  by  Aragonese  artists. 
The  pavement,  put  down  in  1639,  is  of 
a marble  called  Claraboya,  which  re- 
sembles the  Parian ; the  belfry  is  oc- 
tangular, as  is  common  in  Aragon 
and  Catalonia.  The  Dominican  con- 
vent has  a glorious  patio  with  three 
galleries  rising  one  above  another: 
observe  a portion  of  the  exterior  en- 
riched with  pseudo-Moorish  work  like 
the  prisons  at  Guadalajara,  although, 
when  closely  examined,  it  is  defective 
in  design  and  execution  ; seen,  how- 
ever, from  afar,  it  is  rich  and  striking. 
The  city  arms  are  truly  Celtiberian, 
“ a man  mounted  without  stirrups  and 
armed  with  a lance such  a charge 
occurs  constantly  on  the  old  coins.  A 
cross  has  been  placed  in  his  other 
hand,  and  the  motto  “ Bilbilis  Augusta” 
subjoined.  Consult  the  local  histories, 
‘ Tratado  del  Patronato,’  Miguel  Mar- 
tinez del  Villar,  4to.,  Zaragoza,  1598; 
and  ‘ Elogio,’  by  Jeronimo  Escuela 
Alcala,  1661.  Near  Calatayud  and. el 
camino  de  la  Soledad  are  some  curious 
stalactitical  caves.  For  the  country 
towards  Teruel,  and  communications 
with  Valencia  and  Cuenca,  see  R. 
112,  113. 

Leaving  Calatayud  the  vineyards 
commence ; the  wines  made  in  the 
campo  de  Cariiieiig,  which  lies  some 
10  L.  to  the  N.E.,  are  among  the 
best  in  Aragon.  Almunia  is  prettily 
placed  amid  gardens,  cypresses,  and 
olives,  with  a richly  ornamented  oc- 
tangular belfry.  Now  the  fine  road 
continues  over  dreary  plains  and 
chalky  mountains  to  Muela,  whence 
Zaragoza,  with  its  thin  lofty  torres, 
forms  the  emphatic  feature  of  a mag- 
nificent panorama,  backed  by  the 
shadowy  Pyrenees,  and  sweet  is  the 
prospect,  the  gardens,  olive-groves, 
and  vineyards,  after  the  wilderness 
left  behind:  for  Zaragoza  and  Ara- 
gon, see  Sect.  xiii. 
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' It  is  in  contemplation  to  make  a 
more  direct  road  through  Soria  and 
Logrorw,  by  which  a great  elbow  will  be 
avoided,  and  Burgos  omitted ; mean- 
while, this  is  the  high  road  to  France, 
and  the  one  the  most  travelled  in  Spain : 
those  who  travel  in  their  own  carnages 
will  find  relays  of  post-horses  at  the 
different  parados.  The  journey  is  also 
performed  by  many  mails,  diligences, 
and  public  conveyances.  The  route  is 
most  wearisome,  as  the  road  is  out  of 
repair,  and  the  towns  miserable ; the 
Paradores  of  the  diligences  are  toler- 
able. The  Sillas  Correo  or  mail  is  the 
lest  mode  of  travelling,  because  the 
quickest ; happy  the  man  who  can  sleep, 
dislocating  ruts  permitting,  from  Ma- 
drid to  Burgos,  after  which  the  country 
gets  more  interesting.  We  strongly 
advise  all  who  have  not  seen  the  Es- 
corial,  Segovia,  and  Valladolid,  to 
make  for  Burgos  by  going  through 
those  places  by  Routes  81  and  79. 

The  desert  begins  on  quitting  the 
gate  of  Bilboa  and  the  mud  walls  of 
Sladrid,  and  the  miserable  people  and 
country  look  as  if  they  were  all  in 
Chancery.  At  windblown  Fuencarral, 
to  the  r.  of  Chanmartin,  is  an  old  man- 
sion of  the  Mendoza  family,  in  which 
Buonaparte  lodged  from  Dec.  2,  1808, 
until  Dec.  22,  and  here,  Dec.  3,  he  re- 
ceived the  Madrid  deputation  beaded 
by  the  traitor  Morla,  for  a fear  of 
dying  by  the  Spanish  knife,  retaliatory 
of  the  Dos  de  Maio , made  him  shy  of 
living  in  the  capital : here,  Oct.  6, 1846, 
Montpensier  breakfasted  before  enter- 
ing Madrid  on  his  ill-omened  marriage. 

Sait  Agustin,  although  among  the 
last  stages  to  a city  which  its  towns- 
folk consider  to  be  the  first  stage  to 
heaven,  is  no  Civitas  Dei  of  the  ancient 
father  whose  name  it  bears.  This 
wretched  place  never  has  recovered 


| from  the  ill-usage  of  the  French  after 
j Dupont’s  defeat  at  Bailen.  The  whole 
line  of  road  to  Burgos  was  then  ra- 
vaged, “ harvests  of  wheat  were  eaten 
up,  flocks  and  herds,  vines  and  fig- 
trees,  and  the  fenced  cities  impove- 
rished;” nothing  escaped  them,  for 
they  robbed  even  beggars,  and  those 
Spanish  beggars.  The  unarmed  vil- 
lagers in  vain  applied  to  Marshal 
Moncey  for  protection ; he  forbade 
them  to  extinguish  the  flames  with 
which  he  burned  their  homes,  and  they 
were  left  to  water  the  ashes  with  their 
tears  (Schep.  i.  448).  Savary  escaped 
the  popular  fury  disguised  as  a servant, 
following  the  respectable  example  of 
Nero  (Suet.  48),  and  setting  one  to 
Buonaparte  at  Orgon,  on  his  journey 
to  Elba.  Joseph  made  off  among  the 
first,  he  who  the  day  only  before  the 
battle  of  Bailen  had  entered  Madrid  as 
its  sovereign,  thus  creeping  like  a moth 
into  the  ermine  of  Castile ; now  he 
fled,  “ oh,  vice  of  kings  1 oh,  cutpurse 
of  the  empire  1 ” having  first  plundered 
Ferdinand’s  plate-chests  (Toreno  iv.), 
as  he  did  his  galleries  at  a subsequent 
flight ; but  his  Imperial  Majesty  began 
life  as  the  clerk  of  a pettifogger. 

Dreary  now  becomes  the  face  of  na- 
ture, ana  the  heat  in  summer  is  terrific ; 
green  as  a colour,  and  water  as  a liquid, 
are  curiosities ; it  is  just  the  place  to 
send  a patient  to  who  is  afflicted  with 
hydrophobia  : however,  at  Cabrenillas 
and  Lozoyuela  the  spurs  of  the  Somo- 
sierra  and  range  commence,  and  are 
cooler ; the  peasants,  now  few  and 
poor,  are  clad  in  paiio  pardo,  their 
waistcoats  are  cut  open  at  the  chest,  and 
they  wear  monteras  as  in  La  Mancha  ; 
the  women  oh  holidays  put  on  pictu- 
resque boddices  laced  in  front ; their 
children  are  swathed  up  like  mummies. 
For  Builrago,  Uceda,  the  trout-fishing, 
and  Patones,  see  p.  480. 

The  pass  or  puerto  over  the  Somo- 
sierra  is  the  natural  gate  and  defence 
of  Madrid,  and  was  strongly  occupied 
by  the  patriots  with  16  cannon,  Nov. 
30,  1808.  “ Their  misconduct,”  says 

Napier  (iv.  2),  “ can  hardly  be  paral- 
leled in  the  annals  of  war ; it  is  indeed 
almost  incredible  to  those  acquainted 
with  Spanish  armies,  that  a position  in 
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itself  nearly  impregnable,  and  defended 
by  12,000  men,  should,  without  any 
panic,  but  merely  from  a deliberate 
sense  of  danger,  be  abandoned  at  the 
wild  charge  of  a few  squadrons,  which 
two  companies  of  good  infantry  would 
have  effectually  stopped ; the  charge 
of  the  Poles,  viewed  as  a simple  military 
operation,  was  extravagantly  foolish, 
but,  taken  as  the  result  of  Buonaparte’s 
sagacious  estimate  of  the  real  value  of 
Spanish  troops,  was  a felicitous  ex- 
ample of  intuitive  genius.  The  Spa- 
niards ran  in  every  direction.  The 
appearance  of  a French  patrole  terrified 
the  vile  cowards,  who  halted  near  Se- 
govia, and  the  multitude  fled  again  to 
Talavera,  and  there  consummated  their 
intolerable  villany  by  murdering  San 
Juan,  their  unfortunate  general,  and 
fixing  his  mangled  body  to  a tree,  after 
which,  dispersing,  they  carried  dis- 
honour and  fear  into  their  respective 
provinces.”  Accordingly  the  French 
made  few  prisoners.  “ Velocitas  genti 
pernix,”  says  Justin  (xliv.  2).  The 
sinewy  Spaniard  has  buenos  jarretes  ; 
thus  Musa  reported  (Coude,  i.  59) 
“ cuando  quedan  vencidos  son  cabras 
en  escapar  a los  montes,  que  no  ven  la 
tierra  que  pisan."  The  whole  army 
disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  earth. 
Buonaparte  reached  Madrid  without 
encountering  a single  opponent,  and 
little  did  the  bulk  of  Spaniards  care 
for  its  loss.  The  Spanish  official  ver- 
sion of  Somosierra  is  characteristic; 
according  to  Paez  (i.  354),  here  “ a 
corps  of  Spaniards  combated  the  entire 
French  army  commanded  by  Napoleon 
in  person  that  is,  12,000  men  ran 
away  without  a show  of  fight,  at  the 
mere  sound  of  the  horsesfioes  of  a few 
hundred  Polish  lancers  led  by  Kras- 
inski. 

The  high  road  over  the  puerto  is 
often  blocked  up  with  winter  snows, 
but  a commodious  parador  de  Peralta 
has  been  built  here  by  the  diligence 
company.  The  pass  is  placed  on  the 
dorsal  spine  which  divides  the  two 
Castiles.  Now  we  descend  into  a 
hideous  country,  rich,  however,  in  oorn 
and  wine,  and  thence  to  Aranda  on 
the  Duero,  amid  its  vineyards,  which 
have  their  patroness  and  history  : see 


‘ Historia  de  Nu  extra  Seiiora  de  las 
Vinasde  Aranda,’  Aniceto  Cruz  Gon- 
zalez, 8vo.  Mad.  1795.  The  poplar- 
fringed  river  is  crossed  by  a good 
bridge,  and  the  overhanging,  balconied 
houses  are  picturesque.  The  bishop’s 
palace  was  gutted  by  the  French. 
Population  about  4500.  Visit  the 
irregular  market,  where  the  peasants 
group  together  like  Sancho  Panza, 
with  their  alforjas  on  their  shoulder. 
The  women  now  wear  red  stockings 
and  petticoats  of  thick  serge  green  and 
blue.  The  S.  portal  of  the  chief  church 
is  the  fine  Gothic  of  Ferdinand  and 
Isabella,  whose  badges  are  mingled 
with  the  shields  of  the  Enriquez,  ad- 
mirals of  Castile:  observe  the  scale- 
form  stone-work  over  the  door,  which 
has  good  carved  panels  and  rich  niches 
and  statuary,  with  three  alto-relievos, 
the  Bearing  the  Cross,  the  Crucifixion, 
and  Resurrection.  The  retablo  inside 
is  good,  and  contains  subjects  from  the 
life  of  the  Virgin.  The  Doric  and 
Ionic  portal  of  the  Dominican  convent 
is  classical.  Here  is  (or  was)  the  fine 
retablo  and  sepulchre  wrought  by  Juan 
de  Juni  for  his  patron  Alvarez  de 
Acosta,  Bishop  of  Osma.  The  pulpit 
is  made  up  of  sculpture  taken  by  barba- 
rians from  this  tomb.  Aranda,  now 
a miserable  place,  was  once  inhabited 
by  kings : for  its  past  glories,  consult 
‘ Obispado  de  Osma,’  Lopez  Loperraez , 
p.  174. 

The  poor  communications  with  Ara- 
gon and  Navarre  by  Soria  and  the 
E.  portions  of  Castile  will  be  found  at 
R.  132. 

At  Gumiel  observe  the  Corinthian 
portal  of  the  parish  church  erected  in 
1627,  and  enriched  with  apostles,  car- 
dinal virtues,  and  the  Assumption  and 
Coronation  of  the  Virgin.  Distant 
L.  is  the  ancient  monastery  of  San 
edro  de  Izan,  which  contains  some 
remarkable  sepulchres  ; the  dreary, 
lifeless,  treeless,  waterless  country  con- 
tinues to  Lerma  ; Inn : parador  de  las 
diligencias — a decayed  place  of  some 
1300  souls,  and  built  on  the  Arlanza, 
a fine  trout-stream ; the  shooting  also 
near  it  at  El  Bordal  is  good.  This 
place  gave  the  ducal  title  to  the  pre- 
mier of  Philip  III.,  a fit  minister  of 


New  Castile. 


ROUTE  116. LERMA BURGOS. 


533 


the  decline  of  Spain’s  greatness : his 
principles  were  hypocrisy  masking 
avarice ; thus,  while  founding  convents, 
he  plundered  the  public.  Philip  IV., 
on  his  father’s  death,  squeezed  out  this 
frill  sponge,  and  then  beheaded  his  agent 
Rodrigo  Calderon,  just  as  our  Henry 
VIII.  did  the  Empsons  of  his  father. 
At  Lerma,  in  1 604,  the  minister  raised 
a vast  palace,  designed  by  Francisco  de 
Mora,  the  best  pupil  of  Herrera,  and 
in  the  style  of  las  casas  de  gficios  at 
the  Escorial ; the  patio,  with  a double 
colonnade  and  noble  staircase,  shows 
what  it  was  before  the  French  inva- 
sion, when  everything  was  pillaged, 
and  the  edifice  turned  into  a barrack ; 
now  it  is  a prison.  La  Colegiata  with 
a classical  portal  was  also  built  by  this 
Duke ; the  retablo  is  in  vile  taste,  but 
the  tabernacle,  with  fine  marbles  and 
bronze  angels,  is  better.  The  superb 
monument  of  the  kneeling  Cardinal 
Derma  has  been  attributed  to  Pompeio 
Leoni. 

To  the  r.  of  Lerma,  about  1 L.  from 
Covarrubias,  is  the  ancient  monastery 
of  San  Pedro  de  Arlanza,  which  ex- 
isted in  the  time  of  the  Goths,  as  in  it 
Wamba  took  the  cowl ; it  was  restored 
in  912  by  the  Conde  Fernan  Gonza- 
lez, in  gratitude  for  his  signal  victory 
at  Cascajares : here  was  guarded  the 
cross  which  was  sent  him  by  Pope 
John  XI.,  as  a sure  remedy  against 
hail-storms;  its  virtue  was  tested  in 
1486  by  the  Bishop  Luis  de  Acuna, 
who  put  it  into  a fire,  whereupon  the 
flames  were  instantly  extinguished 
(see  Sandoval’s  4 Idacio,’  p.  336). 
Here  also  was  kept  la  Virgen  de  las 
Batallas,  which  was  coeval  with  that 
of  the  Cid  (see  p.  294).  The  Count 
died  in  968  and  was  buried  here  ; he 
indeed  was  the  founder  of  the  Castilian 
monarchy,  and  a perfect  hero  of  ro- 
mance, being  always  up  to  his  elbows 
in  adventures ; his  grand  deeds  were 
the  defeats  of  the  infidel  at  Lara, 
Osina,  and  Piedrahita;  his  escape 
from  prison  and  other  spirit-stirring 
incidents  are  told  in  some  charming 
old  ballads : see  Duran,  v.  27. 

Leaving  Lerma,  the  weary  traveller 
at  last  gladly  beholds  the  walls  of 
Burgos,  with  its  domineering  castle 


and  filigree  spires  of  its  splendid  ca- 
thedral rising  nobly  above  the  planta- 
tions on  the  banks  of  the  Arlauzon. 
The  best  inns  are  Paradox  de  las  Dili- 
gencias  and  de  Postas.  There  are  also 
good  quarters  in  the  Plaza,  in  which 
is  the  bronze  fountain  of  Flora,  and  a 
quiet  un-coach-disturbedParador  Nuevo 
in  the  Barrio  de  la  Vega.  Few  tra- 
vellers halt  at  Burgos,  as  they  are 
either  in  a hurry  to  get  on  to  Madrid, 
or  in  a greater  hurry  to  get  out  of  the 
Castiles ; yet  the  scholar,  antiquarian, 
and  artist  may  well  spend  a couple  of 
days  at  this  time-honoured  old  capital. 
For  its  history,  consult  ‘ Historia  de 
CastiUa,’  Diego  Gutierez  Coronel,  4to. 
Mad.  1785;  the  paper  by  Benito  Mon- 
tejo,  in  the  1 Mem.  de  la  Acad,  de  Hist.’ 
iii.  245  ; ‘ Viaje,’  Ponz,  xii. ; 4 Viaje 
Artistico,'  Isidoro  Bosarte,  8vo.  Mad., 
1804;  Florez,  * Esp.  Sag.,’  xxv.  xxvi. ; 
4 Apuntes  sobre  Burgos,’  D.  E.  A. 
Besson,  4to.  Burgos,  1846. 

BURGOS,  a name  connected  by 
some  with  the  Iberian  Briga,  at  all 
events  means  a 44  fortified  eminence,” 
and  is  akin  to  Uvpyos,  Burgus,  Burgh, 
Borough,  Bury,  &c.  Lying  near  the 
Montanas,  from  whence  so  early  as 
874  the  hardy  highlanders  turned 
against  the  Moors,  the  city  was  founded 
in  884  by  Diego  de  Porcelos,  and  be- 
came the  capital  of  the  infant  mo- 
narchy ; it  bears  for  arms,  44  gules,  a 
half-length  figure  of  the  king,  with  an 
orle  of  16  castles  or.”  It  was  at  first 
subject  in  some  degree  to  the  kings  of 
Leon,  when  Fruela  II.,  about  the  year 
926,  invited  the  chief  rulers  to  a feast, 
and  then  put  them  to  death.  The 
citizens  of  Burgos  thereupon  elected 
judges  to  govern  them,  just  as  the 
Moors  of  Seville  chose  Mohammed 
Abu’-l’-Kasim  to  be  their  Kadi-l-jamah 
or  chief  judge,  when  the  Ummeyah 
dynasty  was  destroyed.  The  most 
celebrated  of  these  magistrates  were 
Nuho  Ilasura,  Lain  Cairo,  and  others 
who  figure  in  old  historical  ballads. 
At  length  Fernan  Gonzalez  shook  off 
the  yoke  of  Leon,  and  in  him  the  title 
of  44  Conde  de  Castilla"  became  here- 
ditary, and  a 44  Count”  was  then  equi- 
valent to  an  independent  sovereign. 
Thus,  as  among  the  Jews,  the  age  of 
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the  law  preceded  the  age  of  the  mo- 
narchy. His  granddaughter  Nuna 
married  Sancho  el  Mayor  of  Navarre, 
whose  son,  Ferdinand  I.  of  Castile, 
united  in  1067  the  kingdoms  of  Leon 
and  Castile,  by  marrying  Sancha,  sole 
daughter  of  Bermudo  III.  See  ‘£sp. 
Sop.,'  xxvi.  60. 

When  Alonso  VI.,  in  1085,  raised 
Toledo  to  the  rank  of  capital,  disputes 
of  precedence  arose  between  Burgos 
and  its  rival,  which  were  only  com- 
promised in  1349  by  Alonso  XI.,  who 
directed  Burgos  to  speak  first  in 
Cortes,  saying  that. he  would  speak 
for  Toledo.  The  kings  of  Castile,  by 
removing  their  court  from  Burgos, 
cut  away  the  sources  of  its  prosperity, 
which  the  invasion  completed.  The 


all  future  resistance.  His  views  were 
so  perfectly  carried  out,  that  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  lament,  in  a bul- 
letin to  be  read  at  Paris,  the  “ horrors 
which  made  him  shudder,”  but  which 
one  little  word  spoken  by  him  on  the 
spot  would  have  prevented.  Here  he 
remained  12  days  beating  the  English 
in  bulletins  with  the  paper  pellets  of 
his  brain. 

Burgos  is  the  see  of  an  archbishop, 
having  for  suffragans  Pamplona,  Pa- 
lencia,  Santander,  and  Tudela.  The 
king,  as  Sen  or  de  Vizcaya,  was  one  of 
the  canons  of  the  chapter,  as  at  Leon 
and  Toledo.  The  cathedral,  one  of 
the  finest  in  Spain,  is  unfortunately 
much  blocked  up  by  mean  buildings  ; 
but  seen  from  afar,  when  towering 


population  has  decayed  from  50,000  to 
12,000;  but  still  Burgos  is  venerable- 
looking,  dull,  damp,  and  cold,  with  a 
marked  character  about  it,  of  a genuine 
old  Gothic  Castilian  city,  and  those 
who  dwell  in  it  are  also  Castellanos 
rancios  v my  os — good  men  and  true. 
Its  chief  support  arises  from  the  traffic 
of  travellers  going  to  Madrid.  It 
contains  14  parishes,  and  is  placed 
on  the  Arlanzon,  over  which  there  are 
three  stone  bridges.  A smaller  stream, 
el  Pico,  which  is  divided  into  water- 
courses, here  called  esguevas,  traverses 
the  streets,  which  are  thus  cleansed 
and  freshened.  Burgos  has  an  audi- 
encia,  which  was  carved  in  1835  out 
of  the  chancilleria  of  Valladolid,  a 
public  library,  museo,  theatre,  and 
wretched  ctma.  A new  theatre,  prison, 
and  barrack  are  building  on  the  espo- 
lon.  Its  cheese,  the  queso  de  Burgos, 
is  very  much  renowned  in  Spain,  but 
those  who  know  Stilton  and  Parmesan 
will  think  it  better  suited  to  hungry 
Sancho  Panza’s  taste  than  to  theirs. 

The  French  entered  Burgos  for  the 
first  time  Nov.  10,  1808,  which  is  the 
epoch  of  its  ruin,  the  whole  Spanish 
army,  under  Belveder,  having  turned 
and  fled  at  the  opening  charge  of  the 
invaders,  who  did  not  lose  50  men. 
The  unresisting  city  was  then  sacked 
by  Bessieres,  a la  Rioseco  ; here,  how- 
ever, he  was  only  the  agent  of  Buona- 
parte in  person,  who  wished,  by  an 
early  example  of  terror,  to  intimidate 


over  its  incumbrances,  it  rises  a superb 
ile  of  florid  Gothic,  with  clustering 
ligree  pinnacles.  It  was  begun  July 
20,  1221,  by  the  bishop  Mauricio,  a 
friend  of  St.  Ferdinand.  The  grand 
or  W.  entrance  is  placed  between  two 
towers  finished  by  Juan  de  Colouia, 
and  crowned  by  spires  of  most  delicate 
open  stone-work,  which  indeed  looks 
so  much  like  lace,  that  one  wonders 
how  it  has  not  been  blown  away  in 
this  stormy  climate.  The  three  bald 
portals,  which  correspond  with  the 
three  aisles,  are  unfortunately  out  of 
keeping ; as,  in  a fatal  rage  for  mo- 
dernising, the  chapter  removed  the 
former  deep  - recessed  and  enriched 
Gothic  doorways.  The  central  one  is 
called  de  Santa  Maria,  for  to  her  this 
temple  is  dedicated;  her  praises  are 
worked  in  open  letters,  tola  pulchra, 
and  above  in  the  balustrade,  while  her 
Conception  and  her  Assumption  and 
her  Coronation  are  sculptured  over  the 
entrances.  Observe  particularly  the 
beautiful  rose  window,  and  the  niche 
work  and  finials.  The  ground  at  this 
front  is  uneven,  but  picturesque.  Look 
at  the  cinque-cento  fountain,  with  its 
Cupids,  mermaids,  Madona,  &c.,  pretty 
as  a damaged  bit  of  Cellini  plate, 
and  the  artistical  flight  of  steps.  The 
gate  to  the  N.  is  some  30  feet  above 
the  pavement  of  the  cathedral.  This 
Puerto  aha  is  also  enriched  with  a re- 
cessed doorway  and  ranges  of  statues 
in  niches.  Although  it  is  never  opened, 
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it  is  ascended  to  from  the  inside  tran- 
sept by  a highly  novel  and  elaborate 
staircase,  designed  by  Diego  de  Siloe, 
in  "whose  details  Paganism  struggles 
with  Christianity,  and  hippogryphs 
with  canonised  saints.  Observe  also 
the  door  called  la  Pellegeria,  and  in- 
side, the  tomb  of  Bernardino  Gutierrez, 
which  Is  ascribed  by  some  to  Torre- 
giano,  and  the  foliage  and  children 
are  truly  graceful : the  opposite  gate 
is  adorned  with  pillars  and  Gothic 
work.  Observe  the  St.  Peter,  St  Paul, 
the  Virgin  and  Child,  and  a kneeling 
Prelate.  The  lovers  of  middle-Gothic 
should  examine  the  Puerta  de  lot 
Apo stolen.  On  going  out  of  the  Puerta 
del  Per  don  are  two  grand  statues  of  the 
Saviour  conceived  like  Sebastian  del 
Piombo,  with  the  legend,  “ Ego  sum 
principium  et  finis ; alpha  et  omega.” 
The  interior  is  blocked  up  by  the 
coro,  and  its  massy  reja ; but  the 
well-lighted  dmborio  is  a noble  octa- 
gon, risiug  180  ft.  from  circular  but- 
tresses, and  adorned  with  imperial  and 
archiepiscopal  arms.  Felipe  de  Bor- 
gona,  the  architect,  lies  buried  near 
this  his  grand  elevation.  Si  monu- 
mentum  quseras  circumspice.  It  was 
completed  Dec.  4,  1567,  in  the  plater- 
esque  style,  which  was  then  the  fashion, 
at  the  expense  of  the  Archbishop  Juan 
Alvarez  de  Toledo,  son  of  the  Duke  of 
Alva,  the  original  transept  having 
fallen  in  March  4,  1539.  The  fine 
organs  are  by  J uan  de  Argete.  The 
walnut  Sillerm  del  Coro  is  of  different 
periods  and  artists : observe  the  arch- 
bishop’s throne.  The  first  tier  of  stalls 
is  carved  from  the  Old  Testament,  but 
the  backs  are  more  modern.  The 
lower  tier  are  in  the  Berrugnete  style, 
and  some  of  the  figures  are  quite 
Italian.  The  elaborate  reja,  the  work 
of  Juan  Bautista  de  Celma,  was  given 
in  1602  by  Cardinal  Zapata;  and 
there  is  good  Gothic  work  on  the  Res- 
paldos  del  Coro,  but  the  Trascoro  has 
been  modernised  with  incongruous 
Corinthian ; and,  in  the  same  baa  taste, 
a Gothie  portal  was  removed,  and  one 
of  a Greek  character  substituted.  The 
reja  of  the  transept  was  wrought  in 
1723  for  the  Archbishop  M.  F.  Na- 
varrete,  by  a lay  monk  named  Pedro 


Martinez  ; but  these  railings,  beautiful 
in  themselves,  over-imprison  the  cathe- 
dral. The  high  altar  ranks  as  a Ca- 
pilla  Real,  because  here  lie  buried 
some  royal  corpses.  Observe  the 
figure  of  Dotia  Beatriz  holding  a tablet. 
The  retablo  is  composed  of  the  clas- 
sical orders,  with  the  Salominie  or 
twisted  spiral  pillars,  and  was  put  up 
by  Archbishop  Vela  in  1575:  the 
carved  figures  are  somewhat  lengthy. 
The  emphatic  image,  that  of  the  Vir- 
gin, was  wrought  by  Miguel  de  An- 
cheta  of  Pamplona.  This  grand  three  a 
is  the  work  of  the  brothers  Rodrigo 
and  Martiu  de  la  Aya  or  Haya,  1577- 
93.  Observe  the  tree  of  the  Saviour’s 
genealogy,  which  winds  up  like  ivy. 
Unfortunately  many  of  the  figures 
have  been  mutilated,  and  replaced  by 
inferior  hands.  The  magnificent 
silver  custodia  was  plundered  by  the 
French : still,  however,  there  exist  six 
candelabra  of  the  finest  plateresque 
art,  which  on  grand  occasions  are 
placed  before  the  high  altar.  Inquire 
also  for  la  Cruz  grande  de  las  Proces- 
siones,  a superb  work  of  Enrique  de 
A robe. 

The  various  chapels  of  this  cathe- 
dral deserve  close  inspection,  as  being 
full  of  good  sculpture,  tombs,  and 
painted  glass.  The  grandest  of  all  is 
that  del  Condestable,  which  was  erected 
as  the  burial-place  of  the  Velasco 
family,  the  hereditary  Constables  of 
Castile.  This  rich  florid  Gothie  Ca- 
milla is  as  large  as  some  churches,  and 
is  admirable  inside  and  outside,  as  its 
pinnacles  or  agujas  form  a charming 
cluster,  and  correspond  with  the  spires. 
The  entrance  is  very  striking.  First 
observe  the  solid  buttress,  piers,  and 
wreathed  pillai-s,  enriched  with  niche- 
work,  and  children  supporting  carv- 
ings under  glorious  canopies.  The 
white  stone  forms  an  admirable  mate- 
rial for  admirable  sculpture,  which  is 
attributed  to  Juan  de  Borgona.  . The 
subjects  are  the  Agony  of  the  Savionr ; 
the  Bearing  the  Cross ; the  Crucifixion, 
which  is  the  best;  the  Resurrection 
and  Ascension.  The  engrailed  edges 
of  the  archway  form  a rich  laee-hke 
frame,  under  which  the  light,  simple, 
and  cheerful  chapel  is  seen,  with  its 
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tombs  and  heraldic  decorations.  Be- 
fore the  retablo  reposes  the  founder, 
Pedro  Hernandez  de  Velasco,  obt. 
1492,  and  his  wife  Maria  Lopez  de 
Mendoza,  obt.  1500,  at  whose  feet  lies 
a dog,  emblem  of  her  fidelity.  These 
fine  tombs  were  sculptured  in  Italy  in 
1 540 ; the  costumes,  armour,  lace- work, 
and  details  deserve  inspection.  Next 
observe  the  lofty  and  superb  reja, 
which  is  crowned  on  high  by  Santiago. 
This  railing  is  indeed  a masterpiece  of 
Christobal  de  Andiuo,  1523,  a native 
of  Burgos ; now,  alas ! it  is  dimmed 
by  age  and  neglect,  but  what  must  it 
have  been  in  all  its  freshness,  when 
first  revealing  to  Burgos  the  glories  of 
the  Renaissance.  Observe  the  lock 
and  the  kneeling  figures  holding  a 
shield,  which  are  quite  h l’antique. 
Among  other  precious  objects  are  a 
huge  block  of  polished  jasper  ; a beau- 
tiful Purijicacion  in  the  retablo ; but 
the  statues  of  San  Sebastian  and  San 
Jeronimo,  said  to  be  by  Becerra,  are 
more  admired  than  they  deserve.  The 
carved  stalls  are  good.  The  picture 
of  the  Magdalen  with  auburn  hair  is 
here  ascribed  to  Leonardo  da  Vinci, 
and  is  at  all  events  a good  Ixunbard 
picture.  The  Sacristia,  which  adjoins, 
contains  some  old  church  plate,  e.g. 
cetros  or  silver  staves,  pixes,  incens- 
aries,  a good  chalice  and  cross  by  Juau 
d’Arphe.  Observe  also  a Virgin  in 
ivory  and  ebony  in  a pearl-ornamented 
niche ; inquire  also  for  the  statue  of 
San  Bruno , from  the  Cartuja.  To  the 
1.  of  this  chapel  is  the  grand  tomb  of 
Juan  de  Orteaga  Velasco,  abbot  of  San 
Quirce,  obt  1559.  Observe  the  Che- 
rubs, Caryatides,  Conception  of  the 
Virgin,  and  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 
Among  the  sepulchres  in  the  Gothic 
chapel  Santa  Ana  is  that  of  Arch- 
bishop Luis  de  Acuna  y Osorio,  who 
finished  one  of  the  towers ; the  head  of 
the  effigy  which,  clad  in  episcopalibus, 
is  stretched  on  the  uma,  is  a portrait. 
Observe  the  statues  of  the  cardinal 
virtues.  The  altar  is  excellent  Gothic. 
The  retablo  contains  the  meeting  of 
San  Joaquin  and  Santa  Ana,  the  parents 
of  the  Virgin.  Observe  an  elaborate 
genealogy,  and  a fine  Florentine  pic- 
ture, ascribed  to  Andrea  del  Sarto,  of 


the  Madonna  with  a child  on  her  knee 
attended  by  St.  John  and  St.  Joseph. 

The  chapel  of  Santiago  is  the  parro- 
quia  of  the  cathedral,  and  the  retablo 
with  the  mounted  tutelar  is  good : in 
its  Sacristia  are  two  superb  cinque- 
cento  sepulchres  of  the  Archbishop 
Juan  Cabeza  de  Vaca,  1512,  and  of 
his  brother  Don  Pedro.  In  the  centre 
of  the  chapel  lies  the  Archbishop  Juan 
de  Villaoreses,  arrayed  in  pontifica- 
libus.  Observe  the  costume  of  the 
two  recumbent  figures  of  the  Escalona 
family,  and  of  the  Lesmes  de  Astu- 
dilla,  with  the  sculpture  representing 
the  Presentation  of  the  Virgin,  St. 
John,  and  Santiago.  In  the  adjoining 
Capilla  de  San  Enrique  is  a magni- 
ficent Italian  marble  sepulchre,  with  a 
kneeling  figure  in  bronze  of  the  pre- 
late and  founder,  Enrique  de  Peralta  y 
Cardenas,  1679.  Observe  the  carving 
of  the  stalls,  the  atril  and  bronze 
eagle.  In  the  Capilla  de  la  Visitacion 
lies  Alonso  de  Cartagena,  who  in 
1435  succeeded  his  father  as  arch- 
bishop, and  was  an  eminent  historian  ; 
also  San  Juan  de  Sahagun,  clad  as  a 
monk,  with  a book  at  his  feet — an  ad- 
mirable piece  of  minute  art.  In  this 
chapel  are  six  pictures  of  the  life  of 
Christ,  by  an  old  German  artist  In- 
quire for  the  image  of  Nuestra  Senora 
de  Oca,  on  a throne,  with  the  child 
holding  an  apple,  which  is  carried 
about  for  public  adoration.  The  pic- 
ture in  the  Capilla  de  la  Presentacion, 
the  second  to  the  r.  on  entering  from 
the  W.,  is  one  of  the  finest  paintings 
in  Old  Castile.  In  it  the  Virgin, 
larger  than  life  and  full  length,  is 
seated  with  the  Infant,  who  gives  bene- 
diction : the  child  is  somewhat  hard 
and  stiff.  This  masterpiece,  here  as- 
cribed to  Michael  Angelo,  is  much 
more  probably  by  Sebastian  del  Pi- 
ombo.  It  was  presented  to  the  chapel 
by  the  founder,  a Florentine  named 
Moci.  The  old  retablos  are  concealed 
by  modem  trumpery;  observe,  how- 
ever, the  figures  of  Santa  Casilda,  and 
a saint  on  horseback.  Here  is  the 
tomb  of  Jacobo  de  Bilbao,  the  first 
chaplain  of  the  chapel ; his  head  is 
fine ; the  other  details  are  in  a truly 
plateresque  and  Berruguete  style : 
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eqnally  rich  is  the  door  of  the  Sa-  | carved  in  oak,  with  a noble  panel  of 
cristia.  Observe  also  the  orpin  and  1 a crowned  king.  The  head  of  a monk, 
balustrade,  and  the  tomb  of  Alonso  from  which  the  outer  rim  of  the  arch 
Diaz  de  Lerma,  nephew  to  Moci ; the  springs,  is  said  to  be  the  portrait  bust 
head  drapery  and  sarcophagus  are  of  San  Francisco,  and  at  all  events  is  a 
finely  sculptured:  the  medallions  on  fine  thing.  In  the  cloisters  observe 
the  sepulchre  of  Gonzalo  Diaz  de  the  windows,  staircases,  and  the  tomb 
Lerma  are  not  so  good.  The  wiudow  1 of  Diego  de  Santander,  obt  1533, 
of  this  chapel  is  large  and  grandiose,  which  has  an  exquisite  alto-relievo  of 
In  the  next  capilla,  la  del  Cristo  en  the  Virgin  and  Child ; remark  also  the 
Agonia  is  a Crucifixion  by  Mateo  sepulchres  of  Gaspar  de  Iilescas  aud 
Cerezo,  the  Vandyke  of  Spain,  but  Pedro  Sar  de  Rmlobo,  with  a dead 
the  colouring  is  brown  and  foxy,  a Saviour.  Observe  a group  of  four 
common  fault  with  this  master.  The  crowned  figures  on  the  comer  shaft, 
Capilla  de  Santa  Tecla  offers  a grand  near  the  tomb  of  Francisco  de  Mena, 
specimen  of  churrigueresque  to  lovers  \ and  the  urna  of  Gonzalo  de  Burgos, 
of  gilt  gingerbread.  ; an  eminent  lawyer,  aud  the  curious 

Next  visit  the  Sala  Capitular,  which  retablo  in  the  corner,  dedicated  to  San 
has  some  bad  pictures,  but  a good  ' Geronimo,  with  medieval  sculpture. 
artesonado  roof.  In  the  Pieza  de  Juan  The  dates  of  the  tombs  range  from  the 
“el  Cuchiller,”  the  carver,  is  the  armed  14th  to  the  16  th  century.  Consult 
effigy  of  that  gallant  knight  who  4 Hiatoria  del  Catedral,’  Pedro  Oriajo, 
pawned  his  clothes  to  procure  a supper  4to.  2nd  ed.  Burgos,  1846. 
for  Henrique  III.,  who  had  no  money  Next  ascend  the  castle  hill,  looking 
to  buy  one,  and  this  while  the  Arch-  on  the  way  at  the  ancient  church  of 
bishop  of  Toledo  was  giving  a grand  Santa  Gadeu  (Agueda),  which  was 
supper,  at  which  the  king  went  in  dis-  one  of  the  three  lytenas  Juraderas,  or 
guise:  see  for  particulars  Mariana xix.  ’ churches  of  purgation  by  adjuration 
14.  The  adjoining  Sacrinlia  is  chur-  (see  Leon,  p.  322,  and  Avila,  p.  462). 
rigueresque,  with  a ceiling  coloured  The  touchstone  of  truth  is  a lock,  el 
like  a china  dish.  Inquire  for  a fine  j cerrojo,  which  is  called  del  Cid,  be- 
Florentine  table  of  Pietre  Commesse,  cause  on  it  he  obliged  Alonso  VI.  to 
and  particularly  for  el  Cofre  del  Cid,  swear  twice  that  he  had  no  hand  ia 
the  worm-eaten  old  chest  affixed  up  on  his  brother  Sancho’s  assassination  at 
the  wall,  which,  como  cuenta  la  historia  \ Zamora  (see  p.  303),  which  the  king 
(see  his  4 Cronica,’  chr.  xc.),  he  filled  never  forgave.  When  this  practice 
with  sand,  and  then,  telling  the  Jews  was  abolished  by  the  Leyes  de  Toro  of 
Rachel  and  Bidas  that  it  contained  Isabella,  the  Bishop  Paseual  de  Am* 
gold  and  jewels,  raised  a loan  on  the  pudia  caused  the  lock  to  be  affixed  up 
security.  But  the  honest  Cid  did  not  out  of  reach,  either  to  preserve  it  as 
repudiate,  since,  incredible  as  it  may  an  antiquity,  or  to  nail  it,  in  terrorem, 
now  seem,  he  actually  repaid  both  as  a forged  coin  is  on  a counter.  All 
principal  and  interest.  Oh,  rare  Cid ! who  wished  to  clear  themselves  used 
Honra  de  Espana.  to  touch  it,  tango  aras  et  numina  testor 

The  Sacrist  ia  vieja  contains  poor  (A2n.  xii.  201),  and  then  kiss  their 
portraits  of  prelates  of  this  cathedral,  thumb  ; but  the  word  adorare  implies 
with  quaint  letreros  or  labels ; here  also  j the  moving  the  hand  to  the  mouth,  ad- 
are  some  good  walnut  carvings  of  Pedro  ora  (Pliny,  xxviii.  2).  Something  of 
Martinez,  1723.  This  place  is  used  as  this  form  exists  in  the  Spanish  com* 
a lumber  or  store-room  for  damaged  plimentary  phrase,  Beso  a Vmdi  la 
carved  images.  Now  pass  into  the  mauo.  The  lower  classes  now,  when 
beautiful  cloisters,  which,  like  the  taking  an  oath,  often  close  their  hand 
chapel  of  Santa  Catalina,  are  placed  and  raise  the  thumb,  which  they  kiss, 
on  an  irregular  level.  Observe  parti-  Such  is  the  import  of  the  old  Highland 
cularly  the  curious  old  pointed  work  song,  “ There’s  my  thumb.  I’ll  ne'er 
at  the  entrance,  and  a grand  doorway  , beguile  thee.” 
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The  interior  of  Santa  Gadea  has 
been  plundered,  and  was  abominably 
modernized  in  1832,  when  the  old  re- 
tablos,  &c.,  were  carted  out.  Observe, 
however,  the  baptismal  font,  the  tomb 
of  the  chantor  Alonso  Delgadillo,  and 
the  statues  of  the  Virgin  and  St.  Peter. 

Hence  ascending  the  hill  we  reach 
the  triumphant  arch  erected  by  Philip 
II.  to  Feman  Gonzalez,  in  the  Doric 
style,  with  ball-tipped  pyramids  : this 
“ High  Street,”  or  Calle  Alta,  as  being 
nearest  to  the  protecting  castle,  was 
the  first  inhabited  when  Burgos  be- 
came a city,  and  here  the  aristocracy 
lived.  The  site  of  the  Cid’s  house  was 
cleared  in  1771,  and  is  now  marked 
by  pillars ; a small  space  for  so  great 
a man,  but  his  glory  fills  the  world : 
now  all  is  neglected  and  going  fast  to 
ruin,  for  the  heroic  ages  of  Spain  are 
past.  The  streets  of  the  ancient  parish 
of  San  Martin,  higher  up,  were  entirely 
rased  by  the  French,  whose  quiver  here 
was  indeed  an  open  sepulchre,  for  now 
a Campn  Santo  or  public  cemetery  has 
been  laid  out,  where  graves  replace 
houses  once  warm  with  life.  Anoldgate 
preserves  its  Moorish  arch.  Above, 
the  hill  of  the  castle  comes  to  a point, 
and  beneath  it  nestles  the  closely  packed 
town.  The  view  from  the  heights  is 
extensive ; now  the  pinnacled  cathedral 
is  really  seen  ; beyond  in  the  distances, 
to  the  N.,  are  the  monasteries  of  Mira- 
,/ lores  and  Carderux,  while  to  the  E., 
outside  the  town,  rises  the  royal  con- 
vent of  Las  Huelgas,  with  the  green 
Jsla  plantations  and  Vega  stretching 
beyond. 

*The  positions  which  the  Duke  occu- 
pied were  on  the  opposite  hill,  begin- 
ning at  San  Miguel,  on  the  1.  of  the 
road  to  Vitoria,  and  extending  to  San 
Pedro.  The  castle,  built  by  one  Bel- 
chides,  was  the  original  palace  of  the 
early  kings,  and  here  took  place  the 
bridal  of  the  Cid,  and  that  of  our  Ed- 
ward I.  with  Eleanor  of  Castile ; in  it 
also  Don  Pedro  the  Cruel  was  born. 
Then  it  was  a true  Moorish  Alcazar, 
and  was  much  improved  by  Isal>ella, 
Charles  V.,  and  Philip  II.  The  state- 
rooms were  destroyed  by  an  accidental 
fire  in  1736,  which  was  allowed  to 
burn  out,  not  a creature  in  Burgos 


even  attempting  to  extinguish  it  The 
ruins,  beautiful  even  in  decay,  were 
used  up  by  the  French  to  erect  for- 
tifications, which  they  themselves  de- 
stroyed when  Reille  fled,  June  14, 
1813,  before  the  advancing  Duke. 
Then  the  enemy  mined  the  cathedral, 
which  only  escaped,  like  the  Alhambra, 
by  accident,  from  the  train  having 
failed,  while  by  a premature  explosion 
many  hundreds  of  the  disappointed 
destructives  were  “ hoisted  into  the  air 
by  their  own  petards,”  in  the  sport  of 
a retributive  Nemesis. 

This  castle  is  memorable  for  the 
Duke’s  repulse  in  1812,  after  his  vic- 
tory of  Salamanca,  which  had  driven 
Soult  out  of  Seville,  and  Joseph  out  of 
Madrid,  when  their  conqueror  would 
have  pursued  them  into  Valencia,  had 
not  the  “ service  been  stinted  and  neg- 
lected ” by  both  English  and  Spanish 
governments.  Every  body  who  was  to 
liave  co-operated  with  him  failed : 
Gen.  Maitland  was  sent  to  the  eastern 
coast  too  late,  and  then  did  nothing, 
while  the  Spaniards  were  routed  at 
Castalla.  Thus  his  plans  were  de- 
ranged, and  it  now  only  remained  to 
him,  by  taking  Burgos,  to  open  com- 
munications with  Gallicia : he  divided 
his  army,  and,  leaving  Hill  at  Madrid, 
ordered  Ballesteros  to  place  himself 
at  Alcaraz,  between  the  French  and 
the  capital ; but  this  worthy  co-ope- 
rator, by  refusing  to  obey  a foreigner, 
left  the  flank  open  to  Soult,  who  ad- 
vanced on  Madrid  with  such  over- 
whelming numbers,  that  Hill  was 
obliged  to  evacuate  Madrid,  and  the 
Duke  to  raise  the  siege  of  Burgos. 
Thus  were  the  results  of  the  British 
campaign  sacrificed  to  a vicious  Espa- 
nolismo.  Previously  the  Duke  had 
been  forced  to  sue  the  citadel,  as  at 
Badajoz,  “ in  formfi.  pauperis,”  “ be- 
seeching, not  breaching,”  as  Picton 
said.  “ What  can  be  done  ? ” as  he 
wrote  before  setting  out  (Disp.  Aug. 
23,  1812);  “ what  can  be  done  for  this 
lost  nation  1 As  for  raising  men  or  sup- 
plies, or  taking  one  measure  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  war,  that  is  out  of 
the  question.  1 shudder  when  I reflect 
on  the  enormity  of  the  task  which 
I have  undertaken,  with  inadequate 
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powers  myself  to  do  anything,  and 
without  assistance  of  any  kind  from 
the  Spaniards,  or,  I may  say,  from  any 
individual  of  the  Spanish  nation ,”  even 
nation,  “ for  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
people  spent  itself  in  vain  boasting  ” 
(Disp.  Dec.  24, 1811).  Yet  he  did  not 
despair : no  time  was  now  to  be  lost. 
He  marched  for  Burgos  Sept.  I,  18T2, 
expecting  to  be  joined  by  the  Gal- 
lician  army  under  Castaiios,  which, 
85,000  strong  on  paper,  arrived,  after 
infinite  delays,  only  11,000,  weak, 
“ and  wanting  in  everything,  at  the 
critical  moment,”  while  Madrid  would 
not  furnish  the  means  of  moving  one 
gun  ; and  such  was  the  neglect  of  our 
home  government,  that  the  Duke  ar- 
rived at  Burgos  on  the  19th  with  only 
three  eighteen-pounders  and  scarcely 
any  ammunition.  A few  guns  were 
sent  him  after  the  siege  was  raised! 
The  Spaniards  also  had  deceived  him 
by  reporting  that  the  castle  was  very 
weak,  but  the  first  glance  revealed  to 
him  its  formidable  strength,  and  it  was 
defended  by  a splendid  garrison  under 
the  gallant  Dubreton.  “This  most 
difficult  job  is  not  one  to  be  carried  by 
any  trifling  means,”  said  the  Duke: 
he,  however,  gained  the  heights  of 
San  Miguel  by  assault,  and  on  the 
22nd  could  and  ought  to  have  taken 
the  castle  at  the  breach  below  the 
church  Santa  Maria  la  Blanca , had 
the  field-officer  obeyed  his  instructions. 
The  attack  of  the  2Sth,  on  the  side  of 
San  Pedro,  having  also  failed,  he  was 
reduced  to  sap  and  mine ; but,  on  hear- 
ing of  Soult’s  advance,  he  seized  the 
nick  of  time,  and  instantly,  Oct  21, 
filed  off  by  night,  along  the  Arlanzon, 
under  the  guns  of  the  castle,  and  thus 
gained  a day’s  march  on  the  French, 
and  brought  his  army  safely  to  Ciudad 
Rodrigo,  the  enemy,  in  spite  of  his  vast 
superiority  of  numbers,  never  venturing 
to  attack  him  from  sheer  fear  of  his  very 
presence  (see  Rueda,  331).  Now  Senor 
Toreno  criticizes  his  operations,  as  the 
poor  pedant  Phormio  lectured  Hanni- 
bal on  the  art  of  war ; blinking  at  the 
same  time  the  misconduct  of  Balleste- 
ros, the  real  author  of  the  failure 
(Disp.  Nov.  2,  1812):  call  ye  that 
backing  your  friends  ? 


Burgos  is  shaped  in  an  irregular 
semicircle,  with  large  portions  of  the 
old  walls  remaining  on  the  river  front. 
The  grand  gate  de  Santa  Maria  is 
massy,  strengthened  with  bartizan  tur- 
rets and  battlemented,  and  her  image 
crowns  the  pile.  Charles  V.  added 
the  statues  of  Burgalese  worthies, 
which  are  grouped  in  niches  around 
his  own,  to  wit,  Don  Diego  Porcelos, 
Femau  Gonzalez,  the  Cid,  Nuno  Ra- 
sura,  and  Lain  Calvo.  The  river  Ar- 
lanzou  flows  through  planted  walks  to 
the  Isla,  where  the  French  built  a 
stone  bridge,  which  the  patriotic  na- 
tives destroyed  after  the  evacuation, 
because  the  work  of  an  enemy.  The 
river  flows  down  to  the  Vega,  while 
higher  up  is  the  Espolon  or  Esplanada, 
which  with  its  gardens  were  laid  out 
by  the  Marquis  de  Villena.  The 
heavy  statues  of  Fernan  Gonzalez, 
Alonso  III.,  Henrique  III.,  and  Fer- 
dinand I.,  were  placed  there  by  Charles 
III.  The  white  regular  modern  row  of 
houses  on  the  Espolon,  the  “ spur  of  a 
cock  ” or  “the  angle  of  a pier”  by  which 
water  is  broken,  encase  the  ancient 
town  like  a new  binding  does  an  old 
book,  and  contrast  with  the  dark  ir- 
regular lanes  behind,  and  the  gloomy 
half- fortress  mansions  in  the  Calle  Alta, 
San  Lorenzo,  Avellanos,  San  Juan,  and 
older  quarters.  The  architect  may 
select  as  good  specimens  of  the  earlier 
mansions,  la  Casa  del  Cordon,  the 
house  of  the  Constable,  with  its  towers, 
arms,  and  the  rope  over  the  portal. 
Observe  the  enormous  armorial  sculp- 
ture of  this  powerful  family  at  the  back 
of  their  chapel  in  the  cathedral.  Their 
palace  was  gutted  by  the  French,  by 
whom  almost  all  the  family  portraits, 
once  the  most  complete  series  ra  Spain, 
were  destroyed,  and  ever  since  dila- 
pidation has  prevailed.  Those  Azu- 
ly  os  and  Artesonados  which  escaped 
show  that  the  whole  edifice  originally 
must  have  had  a Moorish  character. 
The  patio,  with  its  galleries,  and  arms 
of  Feria,  Mendoza,  and  Haro,  is  still 
striking.  To  the  1.  of  the  Puerta  del 
Sarmental,  and  opposite  the  cathedral- 
cloister,  is  the  arcliiepiscopal  palace: 
look  at  the  portals  of  No.  34,  la  Liana 
de  afuera ; No.  4,  Calle  Avellanos ; 
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No.  7, Calle  San  Lorenzo  ; observe  the  I 
cornice  under  the  roof.  In  the  Calle 
de  la  Calera  is  the  Casa  de  Miranda , 
with  superb  patio  and  elegant  fluted 
pillars.  The  windows,  portals,  and 
cornices  of  these  old  Burgalese  re- 
sidences deserve  notice  ; they  represent 
Spain  of  the  16th  century,  and  have 
outlived  both  the  greatness  of  their 
founders  and  company.  The  irregular 
brick-built  Plaza  Mayor  was  designed 
by  the  academical  Ventura  Rodriguez 
iu  1783.  Some  poor  shops  are  ranged 
under  the  cold  granite  arcades,  into 
which  penniless  loungers,  cloaked  in 
threadbare  capas,  look  wistfully.  In 
the  centre  is  a wretched  bronze  statue 
of  Charles  III.,  by  one  Domingo 
Urquiza,  who  has  metamorphosed  the 
princely  Bourbon  into  a periwigged 
baboon.  Visit  the  Town  Hall,  or  Casa 
del  Ayuntamiento  ; not  for  the  rubbish- 
ing portraits  of  judges,  kings,  queens, 
or  a straddling  swaggering  one  of  the 
Cid,  but  because  his  ashes  were  moved 
from  their  original  resting-place,  and 
placed  here  in  a walnut  tea-urn  in  a 
paltry  chapel ! where  also  is  a sort  of 
Concepcion , attributed  of  course  to 
Murillo ; the  staircase  is  good. 

Among  the  churches  visit  the  Gothic 
San  Esteban,  with  a rich  facade.  In- 
side the  elegant  arch  with  gallery 
above  it,  the  rose  window,  the  monu- 
ments, pulpit,  and  bas-reliefs  of  the 
Last  Supper,  form  an  artistical  group. 
The  Dominican  San  Pablo  has  a noble 
cloister,  with  tombs  in  the  Berruguete 
style,  and  the  Gothic  arches  of  the 
transept  are  fine ; here  were  the  se- 
pulchres of  the  Gallos,  1560-93;  of 
the  Maluendas,  1562-74  ; of  the  Bishop 
Pablo  de  Santa  Maria,  his  wife  and 
children,  he  himself  having  been  a con- 
verted Jew.  TheGothic  Benedictine  San 
Juan  contained  fine  tombs  of  the  Tor- 
quemada  and  Castro  Mogica  families. 

Burgos,  like  Valencia  fp.  201),  has  a 
miraculous  crucifix,  called  el  Cristo 
de  Burgos.  According  to  the  ‘ Etpana 
Sagrada’  (xxvii.  495),  a Burgalese 
merchant  found  the  figure  steering 
itself  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay ; being 
placed  in  the  Agustin  convent,  it 
worked  so  many  miracles,  that  the 
archbishop  wished  to  move  it  to  the 


cathedral,  but  it  walked  back  twice. 
Previously  to  the  French  invasion  the 
chaplain  used  to  tell  the  populace  that 
its  beard  grew  as  regularly  as  his  own. 
Marshal  Bessi&res,  bred  a barber-boy, 
laughed  at  the  beard,  and  carried  off  a 
crown  of  gold  which  had  been  offered  by 
the  Conde  de  Urefia,  just  as  Dionysius 
only  relieved  Esculapius  of  his  golden 
beard.  Long  before,  the  image  had 
shaken  the  diadem  off  its  head,  which 
was  placed  in  consequence  at  its  feet. 
According  to  the  best  authorities,  it 
was  carved  by  Nicodemus,  out  of 
supernatural  materials;  but  to  others 
it  appears  to  be  graven  out  of  Sorian 
pine,  and  either  by  Becerra  or  Her- 
nandez. Be  this  as  it  may,  as  a work 
of  art  it  is  admirable,  and  the  expres- 
sion of  suffering  in  the  head  drooping 
over  the  shoulder  is  very  fine.  When 
we  last  were  shown  this  crucifix  it  was 
covered  with  jewel-embroidered  cur- 
tains, and  wore  a superb  petticoat. 

Burgos  was  very  rich  in  these  mira- 
culous images,  being  so  near  Vallado-  ' 
lid,  the  great  school  of  Castilian  sculp- 
ture. Florez  (‘  Esp.  Sag.’  xxvii.  518) 
describes  one  in  la  Trinidad,  a church 
which  the  mob  were  damaging  in 
1 366,  when  a stone  fell  and  struck  the 
figure’s  nose,  which  bled  copiously. 

The  Franciscan  convent  was  a most 
exquisite  pile.  It  was  founded  in  1256 
by  Ramon  Bonifaz,  the  French  admiral 
who  broke  the  bridge  of  boats  at  Se- 
ville ; but  his  tomb  and  his  works 
were  demolished  by  his  invading  coun- 
trymen, who  did  not  even  respect  that 
rara  avis  inter  Gallos,  a victorious 
sailor.  They  also  destroyed  the  glo- 
rious Gothic  Trinitarios,  just,  how- 
ever, leaving  one  fragment  alone,  as  a 
specimen  of  former  beauty,  which 
since  has  been  pulled  down  by  the 
Spaniards.  In  Santa  Ana  are  some 
fine  tombs  of  bishops,  especially  one 
under  an  elegant  niche  or  arch,  and 
another  which  is  an  isolated  sarcopha- 
gus. The  church  San  Gil  is  full  of 
Gothic  sepulchres  ; observe  that  of  the 
De  Castros.  1529.  In  the  Calle  de 
San  Juan,  once  the  residence  of  gran- 
dees and  now  of  paupers,  is  the  Hos - 
picio.  Observe  the  facade  and  porches, 
also  the  machicolated  gate  of  San  Juan, 
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to  the  1.  In  San  Nicolas  are  the  tombs 
of  the  Polanco  family,  1412-1503,  by 
whom  the  high  altar  and  skreen  were 
given.  In  San  Lesmes  is  a vile  chur- 
rigueresque  high  altar  ; observe,  how- 
ever, a good  retablo  in  the  Capilla 
Mayor,  with  excellent  sculpture,  re- 
lating to  Santa  Isabel  and  San  Juan, 
inscribed  MRS,  *.  e.  Martines,  by 
whom  it  was  executed  in  1560,  as  well 
as  the  tomb  of  Juan  de  San  Martin. 

Near  the  Isla,  a short  walk  below 
Burgos,  is  the  celebrated  Cistertian 
nunnery  of  Santa  Maria  la  Real,  com- 
monly called  las  Huelgas.  because 
built  in  some  “ Gardens  of  Recrea- 
tion” which  belonged  to  Alonso  VIII., 
who  founded  it  to  expiate  his  sins, 
which  had  entailed  on  him  the  loss  of 
the  battle  of  Alarcos,  and  to  gratify 
the  wish  of  his  wife  Leonora,  daughter 
of  our  Henry  II.  The  pious  work 
was  begun  in  1180,  and  was  rewarded 
by  the  victory  of  Las  Navas  de  Tolosa. 
It  presents  a wall-enclosed  jumble  of 
ignoble  buildings  of  different  periods, 
granges,  offices,  &c.,  which  cluster 
around  and  block  up  the  convent.  The 
details  offer  an  epitome  of  every  style 
of  Spanish  architecture,  from  the 
half-fortress  convent  and  Moro-Gothic 
down  to  the  Royal  Academical,  during 
a space  of  seven  centuries.  No  con- 
vent ever  had  more  extraordinary 
privileges.  The  abbess  was  a princess 
palatinate,  and  styled  by  “the  Grace 
of  God,”  and  the  nunnery  was  nullius 
diocesis,  possessing  more  than  fifty  vil- 
lages, with  all  feudal  rights.  Passing 
through  the  patios,  the  ancient  vesti- 
bule with  its  tombs  and  Gothic  work, 
to  the  chapel,  observe  the  Gothic  front, 
with  a statue  of  the  Conception,  raised 
by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella:  here  also 
are  ranged  many  old  sepulchres.  In- 
side there  are  two  cloisters ; one,  called 
la  Claustrilla,  was  part  of  the  founder’s 
palace  ; they  resemble  those  of  Amalfi 
and  Calabria,  in  the  form  of  the  round- 
headed  arches,  obras  de  los  Godos,  and 
the  grouped  pillars  and  Normau-like 
capitals.  In  the  coro  of  the  chapel  is 
the  tomb  of  the  founder,  foundress, 
and  others,  in  urnas  resting  on  lions, 
but  these  and  other  monuments  are 
imperfectly  seen  through  the  gratings, 


as  the  interior  is  in  strict  clausura,  and 
no  males  are  allowed  to  enter.  This 
was  the  Escorial,  the  St.  George’s  cha- 
pel of  the  early  kings  of  Spain,  and 
here  St.  Ferdinand  knighted  himself; 
here  his  son  Alonso  El  Sabio  conferred, 
in  1254,  that  honour  on  our  Edward 
I. ; here  the  gallant  Alonso  XI.  kept 
his  vigil,  and  knighted  and  crowned 
himself ; here  was  the  articulated  statue 
of  Santiago,  which,  on  some  occasions, 
placed  the  crown  on  the  head  of  Spa- 
nish monarchs.  For  the  forms  of  Spa- 
nish chivalry,  consult  * Tesoro  Militar 
de  Caballeria,’  Joseph  M.  Marquez, 
tol.  Mad.  1642.  Night  and  day  solemn 
services  were  chanted  over  royal  ashes, 
until  the  French  plundered  everything 
and  converted  the  chapel  into  a stable. 
Observe  a curious  old  painting  of  the 
victory  at  las  Navas  de  Tolosa,  and  a 
gilt  pulpit.  In  the  interior  is  the  cha- 
pel of  Belem  (Bethelem),  which  is  built 
in  a transition  style  between  the  Gothic 
and  Moorish ; indeed,  the  arches  and 
lienzos  might  belong  to  the  mosque  of 
Cordova.  Now  this  Escorial  of  Old 
Castile  is  hastening  to  decay  : for  past 
glories,  details  of  abbesses,  illustrious 
dead,  &c.,  consult  4 Esp.  Sag'  xxvii. 
574,  and  ‘Ponz,’  xii.  61;  see  also 
4 Apuntes  sobre  las  Huelgas,’  Jose  Ma- 
ria Calvo,  4to.  Burgos,  1846. 

Burgos,  being  a town  of  passage, 
was  constantly  made  the  quarters  of 
advancing  or  retiring  French  armies ; 
hence  the  dilapidation  of  sacred  edi- 
fices. Recent  changes  have  finished 
what  the  Gaul  began ; San  Ildefonso 
is  now  a depot  of  artillery,  San  Aqus- 
tin  an  inn,  the  Trinidad  and  San  Fran- 
cisco pulled  down,  San  Juan  Bautista 
a prison,  &c. 

EXCURSIONS  NEAR  BURGOS. 

Every  one  should  devote  a day  to  a 
pilgrimage  to  Mirajlores,  and  the  tomb 
of  the  Cid.  Crossing  the  river  and 
turning  to  the  1.,  the  road  soon  ascends 
the  hills,  and  the  Carthusian  convent 
is  seen  at  a distance  of  two  miles, 
rising,  with  its  nave  and  buttresses, 
like  Eton  College  Chapel.  It  was 
built  in  1441,  on  the  site  of  a palace  of 
Henrique  III.,  by  his  sou  Juan  II.,  for 
a royal  burial-place ; having  been  acci- 
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dentally  burnt  in  1452,  it  was  restored 
by  Henrique  IV.,  and  finished  in  1488 
by  Isabella,  after  designs  of  Juan  de 
Colonia,  in  the  finest  style  of  the  florid 
Gothic ; she  also  raised  the  magnificent 
retablo,  the  coro,  and  the  sepulchre  of 
her  parents,  which  are  unequalled  in 
Spain  or  elsewhere.  The  artist  was 
el  Maestro  Gil,  father  of  the  celebrated 
Diego  de  Siloe ; it  was  completed  in 
1493,  and  well  might  Philip  II.— a 
good  judge  of  art — exclaim  when  he 
saw  it,  “ We  have  done  nothing  at  the 
Escorial.”  Here  lie  Juan  II.  and  his 
second  wife  Isabella,  with  his  son  the 
Infante  Alonso,  who  died  atCardenosa 
July  15,  1470,  aged  16.  thus  opening 
the  succession  to  his  illustrious  sister. 
Their  alabaster  sepulchres  baffle  pen 
and  pencil  alike,  faltan  ojos  para  mi- 
rarlos,  the  eye  can  scarcely  master  the 
marvellous  details.  Nothing  can  sur- 
pass the  execution  of  the  superb  cos- 
tumes, animals,  ornaments,  enriched 
sides,  saints,  evangelists,  &c.  The 
royal  effigies  were  placed  on  each  side 
of  the  retablo,  which  was  richly  deco- 
rated with  subjects  from  our  Saviour’s 
life.  It  is  truly  grievous  to  behold 
the  wanton  mutilations  of  the  French. 
The  Silleria  del  Coro  was  carved  by 
Martin  Sanchez  in  1480 ; the  chapel, 
as  usual  in  Cartuja  convents,  is  divided 
into  three  portions — the  outer  one  for 
the  people,  the  middle  for  the  lay 
monks,  Legos,  and  the  innermost  for 
the  Sacerdotes.  The  painted  glass  is 
of  the  fifteenth  century;  the  walls 
were  framed  with  Berruguete  shells, 
and  festoons  for  pictures  of  the  life  of 
the  Virgin.  The  fine  reja  is  by  Sala- 
manca. The  splendid  oratory  of  Juan, 
painted  in  1445  by  Maestro  Rogel 
(Roger  of  Brusselles),  and  given  that 
year  by  Pope  Martin  V.  to  Juan  II., 
was  stolen  by  a French  officer,  sold  in 
Burgos,  and  now  belongs  to  the  king 
of  Holland ; then  were  “ removed”  all 
the  fine  Florentine  pictures,  and  those 
relating  to  the  life  of  San  Bruno,  by 
Diego  ae  Leyva,  who  died  here  a monk 
in  1637,  and  the  five  grand  pictures 
of  the  life  of  St  John  the  Baptist 
painted  in  1496-99  by  Juan  Flamenco, 
who  is  thought  to  be  Hans  Hem- 
ling.  The  French  next  proceeded  to 


ravage  the  gardens  and  burial-ground ; 
now  a few  cypresses,  sad  mourners, 
remain  in  the  weed-encumbered  clois- 
ter, while  in  the  angles  are  the  frames 
from  whence  the  paintings  were  torn. 
Consult  ‘ Flores  de  Miraflores’  4to. 
Burgos,  1657  ; and  ‘ Apuntes  Histori- 
cos,’  Juan  Arias  de  Miranda,  Burgos, 
1843. 

Continuing  the  ride  over  bald  downs, 
San  Pedro  de  Cardena  appears  in  a 
wooded  dell,  enclosed  by  long  walks. 
The  fa9ade  was  modernised  in  1739. 
Over  the  portal  the  Cid,  mounted  on 
Babieca,  cuts  down  Moors  a la  Sant- 
iago ; the  gallant  war-steed  was 
honoured  in  life  and  death,  like  Copen- 
hagen, the  Waterloo  charger  of  our 
Cid,  for  none  ever  rode  Babieca  after 
her  master  departed;  and  when  she 
followed  him,  her  grave  was  prepared 
before  the  entrance  of  the  monastery 
by  Gil  Diaz,  one  of  the  Campeador’6 
most  faithful  subalterns. 

The  French  under  D’Armagnac  ar- 
rived here  Aug.  10,  1808,  and  gutted 
the  buildings,  and  burnt  one  of  the 
most  curious  archives  and  libraries  of 
Spain  ; fortunately,  many  of  the  old 
muniments  had  been  printed  bjr  a monk 
of  this  convent,  whose  work  is  now  of 
such  authority  as  to  be  admitted  as  evi- 
dence in  Spanish  courts  of  law.  Let 
every  book-collector  secure  the  * Anti- 
giiedades  de  Esparia,'  Francisco  de  Ber- 
ganza, 2 vols.  fol.  Mad.  1719-21.  This 
monastery  was  the  first  ever  founded 
in  Spain  for  the  Benedictine  order,  and 
was  raised  by  the  Princess  Sancha,  in 
537,  in  memorial  of  her  son  Theodoric, 
who  died  while  out  hunting,  at  the 
fountain  Cara  digna,  whence  the  name 
Cardena.  The  convent  was  sacked  by 
the  Moor  Zephe,  in  872,  who  killed 
200  monks ; but  it  was  restored  in  899 
by  Alonso  II.  of  Leon,  and  the  blood 
of  the  murdered  friars  always  issued 
out  every  year  at  the  anniversary  of 
their  martyrdom;  it  ceased  in  1492, 
when  their  manes  were  satisfied  by  the 
final  downthrow  of  the  infidel. 

The  French  ravages  were  partially 
restored  by  a monk  named  Bernardo 
Zubia  Ur,  of  Bilbao.  The  singular 
register-book,  el  Libro  Becerro,  of  the 
date  1092,  was  saved  by  a monk  named 
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Miguel  Garcia,  who  happened  to  be  I 
consulting  it  when  the  invaders  ar- 
rived. The  Benedictines,  in  1823,  un- 
fortunately restored  the  chapel  with 
tawdry  reds  and  yellows,  and  picked 
out  the  pillars  in  black  and  white. 
Among  the  few  inscriptions  that  es- 
caped the  destroyers  was  that  on  the 
tomb  of  Sancha,  obt.  sera  580;  they 
however  mutilated  the  sepulchre  of 
Theodoric.  The  old  cloisters  have 
also  been  modernised,  but  6ome  of  the 
original  short  pillars  and  capitals  may 
be  traced,  and  a slab  still  marks  the 
spot  where  the  200  monks  bled  annu- 
ally. 

One  word  on  the  Cid,  now  we  stand 
near  his  grave.  Rodrigo  Ruy  Diaz  of 
Vibar,  where  he  was  bom  in  1026,  is 
the  Prince,  the  Champion  of  Spain,  el 
Cid  Campeadur,  the  hero  of  Gotho- 
Spanish  epos : has  boast  was  to  be  a 
Castilian  “ to  the  back-bone,”  Castel- 
lano a las  dereclias.  Thus,  in  the 
4 Poema  del  Cid,’  written  in  the  twelfth 
century,  its  Achilles  even  then,  was 
spoken  of  with  pride  and  affection, 
being  already,  like  Nelson,  the  pro- 
perty of  his  whole  nation,  el  mio  Cid, 
my  Cid.  “ He  who  was  born  in  a 
good  hour” — 44  he  who  in  an  auspicious 
moment  girded  on  sword;”  and  he 
feels  himself  to  be  the  honour  of  his 
country,  “ Soy  el  Cid,  Honra  de  22s- 
pana,"  which  he  is  always  ready  to 
prove  by  his  good  sword.  The  leading 
events  of  his  life  have  been  lianded 
down  in  an  unbroken  series  of  Spanish 
and  Moorish  writers  ; Alonso  el  Sabio, 
in  the  thirteenth  century,  speaks  of  him 
as  already  the  hero  of  many  early  bal- 
lads, while  Conde  and  Gayangos  find 
the  Arabic  authors  tallying  exactly 
with  the  Spanish  in  dates  and  facts. 
The  type  of  the  Cid  is  Oriental,  and 
Biblical  history  abounds  in  parallel 
chiefs  who  raised  themselves  to  power; 
such  were  Jephthah,  Rezin,  David,  &c. 
And  as  the  latter  was  persecuted  by 
Saul,  so  the  Cid  was  by  Alonso  ; and 
both  were  compelled  to  carve  out  their 
fortunes  with  their  own  good  sword ; 
and  never  in  Spain  has  a Sertorius,  a 
Hafssuu,  a Cid,  wanted  gallant  fol- 
lowers. So  in  our  times  the  Minas, 
Zumalacarreguis,  and  other  leaders  of 


! guerillas,  or  “ little  wars,"  in  which 
Spaniards  shine  the  best,  have  enacted 
deeds  which  only  require  the  distance 
of  centuries  to  api>ear  almost  equally 
fabulous.  Niebuhr,  the  decided  sceptic 
of  old  history,  considers  the  Cid  to  be  a 
real  character,  and  cites  his  ballad 
memoirs,  as  early  instances  of  records 
based  on  truth,  yet  hovering  on  the 
verge  of  fabulous  times.  Masdeu, 
however,  thought  fit  to  doubt  his  very 
existence,  from  a pique  and  spirit  of 
opposition  against  Florez  and  Risco, 
his  rival  antiquarians;  and  in  our 
times  Dr.  Dunham,  in  Dr.  Lardner’s 
cyclopediac  compilations,  has  repeated 
these  Patranas.  Our  readers  will  do 
better  to  refer  to  the  * Chronica  del 
Cid,’  fol.  Burgos,  1593;  to  'La  Cas- 
tilla,' Manuel  Risco,  4to.  Mad.  1792; 
to  the  4 Romancero  del  Cid,’  Juan 
Muller,  duo.  Francfort,  1828,  or  the 
translations  by  Dennis,  duo.  1845. 

The  Cid,  out  of  favour  at  court,  and 
thrown  on  his  own  resources,  assem- 
bled an  army  of  bold  adventurers,  and 
captured  Valencia,  where  be  ruled  on 
his  own  account,  and  died  in  1099. 
His  body  was  then  brought  to  Car- 
defia,  mounted  on  Babieca,  and  was 
placed  armed  on  a throne,  with  Tizona, 
“the  sparkling  brand,”  in  his  hand, 
with  which,  according  to  legends,  he 
soon  knocked  down  a Jew,  whose  va- 
lour plucked  the  dead  lion  by  the 
beard.  Ximena,  his  widow,  in  order 
to  keep  him  quiet,  had  him  then  put 
under  ground.  The  still  existing  tomb 
was  raised  in  1272  by  Alonso  el  Sabio, 
who  composed  the  now  scarcely  legible 
epitaph — 

Bclliger,  invictus,  famosus  marte  triumphis, 
Clauditur  hoc  tumulo  mngnus*  Didaci  Rodericns. 

The  original  sepulchre  was  erected  in 
the  site  of  honour,  near  the  high  altar ; 
but  when  the  chapel  was  remodelled 
in  1447,  the  abbot,  Pedro  de  Burgo, 
moved  it  into  the  sacristia,  from 
whence  it  was  turned  out  in  1541  ; 
thereupon  the  garrison  of  Burgos  com- 
plained to  Charles  V.,  who  ordered  it 
back  into  the  chapel,  whence,  Feb.  5, 
1736,  it  was  moved  into  the  chapel  of 
San  Sisebuto,  which  was  fitted  up  in  a 
semi-theatrical  manner,  with  trumpery 
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shields,  See.  Around  him  were  in- 
terred his  faithful  Ximena,  his  two 
daughters,  Maria  Sol  queen  of  Ar- 
ragon,  and  Elvira  queen  of  Navarre, 
with  their  husbands;  his  only  son, 
who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Con- 
suegra,  together  with  many  of  his  most 
faithful  followers.  The  Cid  blazoned  on 
his  shield,  his  two  swords  Tizona  and 
Colada,  crossed,  with  a cross  between 
them,  enclosed  with  a chain.  In  1808, 
wheu  the  French  invaded  Spain,  “ their 
curiosity,”  says  Southey  (Chr.  of  Cid, 
432),  was  excited  by  nothing  until  they 
came  to  Burgos,  and  heard  that  Chi- 
mene  (for  thus  Dona  Ximena  is  French- 
ified into  a tragic  coquette)  was  bu- 
ried at  Cardefia,  from  which  time 
parties  were  daily  made  to  visit  her 
tomb,  and  spouted  passages  from 
“ Corneille,”  or  rather  from  what 
Corneille  had  adapted  from  ‘ Lis  Mo- 
cedades  del  Cid  ’ of  Guillem  de  Castro, 
and  the  ‘ El  Honrador  de  su  Padre,’ 
of  Juan  Bautista  Diamante.  The 
spouters  next  “ removed  ” the  church 
plate,  and  pilfered  even  the  bones  of 
the  Cid  and  “sa  Chi  mene  ” (Schep. 
ii.  255) ; they  next  “ removed  ” the  old 
sepulchre  itself  to  decorate  their  new 
promenade  at  Burgos,  a theatrical  af- 
fair which  made  even  a French  “ Apo- 
thicaire  ” sick ; what,  ho,  apothecary  ! 
who  in  his  amusing  ‘ Mtfmoires  ’ (ch. 
42)  administers  a brisk  cathartic  to  one 
General  Thibeanlt,  who,  in  the  hopes, 
as  he  says,  of  linking  his  insignificance 
with  the  immortality  of  Rodrigo,  had 
inscribed  his  name  on  the  tomb  as 
perpetrator  of  the  transportation.  But 
the  Duke,  el  gran  Lor,  avenged  el  mio 
Cid,  and  fell  in  with  this  I'hibeault 
(whom  he  had  before  trounced  at 
Vimiero)  at  Aldea  de  Puente,  Sept. 
29,  1811,  who  took  to  his  heels, 
notwithstanding,  according  to  Mons. 
Gautier  (Lett.  4),  he  used  to  sleep  with 
some  of  the  Cid's  bones,  pour  se  haus<er 
la  valeur.  The  Cid's  sepulchre  was 
taken  back  to  Cardena  in  great  pomp 
July  30,  182C  : but  when  convents  were 
sequestered,  they  were  put  into  a wal- 
nut tea-urn  and  conveyed  to  the  Man- 
sion-house of  Burgos,  a motion  which 
does  honour  to  the  absolute  wisdom  of 
Spanish  mayors  and  the  proverbial 


taste  of  municipal  corporations  : re- 
quiescant  in  pace  1 

COMMUNICATIONS  WITH  BURGOS. 

Those  who  arrive  coming  from 
France  are  advised  to  go  to  Madrid 
by  Valladolid,  Segovia,  and  the  Esco- 
rial  (see  R.  79,  81 , 102),  and  thus  avoid 
the  most  dreary  line  (R.  1 16)  through 
Aranda.  Burgos  being  a central  point 
is  quite  a coach  town  ; it  has  diligence 
communications  with  Bayonne,  Ma- 
drid, Valladolid,  Santander,  Vitoria, 
Logrono,  and  thence  to  Tudela,  Pam- 
plona, Zaragoza,  and  Barcelona. 

ROUTE  117. — BURGOS  TO  SANTANDER. 
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There  is  another  road  to  the  r.,  29j 
L.,  through  Vivar,  Pesadas,  Onta- 
neda,  and  Vargas.  There  is  a dili- 
gence. This  excursion  will  take  the 
angler  into  some  of  the  finest  salmon 
and  trout  fishing  in  Spain,  as  from 
Santander  he  may  either  turn  to  Bilbao 
and  the  Basque  provinces,  or  strike 
to  the  1.  to  Oviedo,  Lugo,  and  the 
Vierzo. 

Leaving  Burgos  the  road  enters  the 
valley  of  the  river  Urbel.  Vibar,  where 
the  Cid  is  said  to  have  been  born,  lies 
to  the  r.,  and  the  hills  of  Villadiego 
on  the  1.  Next  we  ascend  to  Urbel 
del  Castillo,  built  on  La  Pinza,  over 
its  trout-stream.  This  decayed  place 
was  originally  the  seat  of  the  see  of 
Burgos;  hence  by  the  range  which 
divides  the  basins  of  the  Ebro  and 
Pisuerga  to  Canduela  and  Reinosa. 
The  latter  is  the  chief  town  of  its 
district.  The  mountains  around  are 
very  lofty,  and  often  covered  with 
snow.  This  is  the  nucleus  whence 
las  Montanas  de  Santander  and  those 
de  Burgos  diverge.  They  abound  in 
natural,  neglected,  or  ill-used  forests 
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of  oak  and  chesnut.  The  botanist  and 
angler  shonld  make  for  the  environs 
of  Liebana.  rotes  will  be  a good  head- 
quarter ; it  stands  in  the  centre  of 
four  charming  Swiss-like  valleys,  the 
Val  de  Prado,  Cereceda,  Val  de  Baro, 
and  Cillorigo.  The  fishing  in  the 
Deva,  Nansa,  and  Sal  is  excellent 
Potes  was  one  of  the  first  towns  en- 
tered by  Soult,  who,  with  the  Parisian 
guards,  was  welcomed  with  palms,  but 
the  place  was  forthwith  sacked,  and 
the  inhabitants  butchered  (Schcpeler, 
ii.  116).  The  forests  of  Liebana  are 
magnificent,  but  much  neglected ; nor 
are  foreigners  allowed  to  cut  what  the 
Spaniards  permit  to  rot 

Beinosa  is  the  chief  place  of  the 
mountainous  district  by  which  it  is 
encompassed,  and  generally  called 
las  Montanas  de  Burgos.  Some  of  the 
passes  to  the  N.  W.  slopes  are  very 
high  : the  Portillo  de  Bedore  rises 
3800  feet,  and  that  de  Lunada  3400 
feet  above  the  sea-level.  The  Ebro 
rises  in  Fontibre  or  Fuentes  de  Ebro , 
from  a wild  and  rocky  source.  It 
flows  342  miles  through  the  Rioja,  and 
divides  Aragon.  Beinosa  is  a tidy 
hill  town,  with  a good  street  and 
bridge  ; population  1500.  It  is  a 
busy  place,  frequented  by  carriers, 
who  convey  across  the  Puerto  the  corn 
and  wine  of  the  plains,  and  bring 
back  the  iron  and  fish  from  the  coasts. 
Santander  may  be  called  the  seaport 
of  Madrid : many  projects  have  been 
formed  to  facilitate  this  important 
communication.  Thus  the  grand 
canal  of  Castile,  which  was  begun  in 
1753,  and  is  not  yet  finished  (see  p. 
348),  was  to  connect  Segovia  and 
Burgos ; next  a new  and  shorter  road 
was  to  be  opened  to  Burgos ; and  now 
the  Castile  canal  company  and  muni- 
cipality of  Santander  propose  to  con- 
struct a railroad  from  the  latter  town 
to  Reinosa,  which,  when  accomplished, 
will  be  a great  benefit  to  central 
Spain. 

The  fairs  of  July  25  and  Sept.  21 
at  Beinosa  are  attended  by  most  pic- 
turesque peasants  and  Pasiegas.  There 
is  good  shooting  in  the  hills,  especially 
in  the  Montes  and  Brenas,  near  Val 
de  Arroyo,  and  the  Dominican  convent  \ 


Monte  Claras.  This  naturally  almost 
impregnable  country,  which  might 
have  been  made  the  Torres  Vedras  of 
Gallicia,  was  absurdly  abandoned  in 
1 808  by  Blake,  who  quitted  it  to  court 
defeat  at  Espinosa.  Then  Beinosa  was 
so  wantonly  and  -dreadfully  sacked 
by  Soult,  that  Schepeler  (ii.  39)  ima- 
gined the  invaders  wished  to  leave  it 
as  a monument  of  the  greatest  horrors 
which  even  Frenchmen  could  by  any 
means  perpetrate. 

Crossing  the  noble  mountain  Puerto, 
we  descend,  with  the  trout-stream,  the 
Besaya.  This  lofty  range  extends 
about  12  leagues,  and  is  one  of  the 
coldest  in  Spain.  The  hard  rocks 
will,  however,  offer  fine  opportunities 
for  engineers  to  exhibit  their  skill  in 
tunneling  and  circumventing.  So- 
maoz,  in  the  valley  of  Buelna,  lies 
half-way  between  Beinosa  and  Sant- 
ander, and  the  country  is  truly  Swiss- 
like  and  alpine.  The  Pas  is  soon 
crossed,  where  the  Santillana  and 
Oviedo  road  joins  in  (see  p.  394).  This 
is  the  healthy  country  of  las  Pasiegas, 
who,  as  Amas  de  Crius,  and  bursting 
with  mountain  juices,  suckle  the  puny 
children  of  the  better  classes  in  sickly 
Madrid.  For  Santander,  see  R.  120. 


ROUTE  118. BURGOS  TO  LOGRONO. 
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This  is  the  direct  and  shortest  route, 
but  the  one  usually  taken  by  the  dili- 
gences goes  up  to  Pancorbo  on  the 
Vitoria  road,  11  L.  (see  R.  119),  and 
then  branches  off  to  the  r.  The 
circuit  is  about  2 L.  longer,  but  the 
road  is  better.  There  is  a diligence 
which  communicates  from  Logroho 
with  Tudela,  and  thence  to  Pamplona 
and  Zaragoza  and  Barcelona.  The 
hilly  broken  country  continues  to 
Velorado,  over  the  mountains  of  Oca. 
In  the  valley  Atapuerca,  near  Zal- 
duendo,  was  fought,  in  1053,  the  battle 
between  Ferdinand  I.  of  Castile  and 
his  brother  Garcia  of  Navarre,  who 
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■was  killed  and  buried  at  Najera:  ] 
thus  Rioja  was  annexed  to  Castile. 
Mariana  (ix.  4)  details  the  Punic  per-  I 
fidy  and  Iberian  strategics  of  these  | 
fratricidal  princes. 

The  district  of  La  Rioja  lies  between 
Burgos,  Soria,  and  A lava,  and  is  so 
called  from  its  river,  la  Oja,  el  Rio 
Oja,  which  rises  in  the  hills  of  San 
Lorenzo.  The  rich  valley  is  in  the 
shape  of  au  S,  being  some  24  L.  in 
length,  with  an  unequal  breadth,  vary- 
ing from  8 to  10  L.  It  is  divided  into 
high,  alia,  and  low,  baja.  The  former 
runs  from  Villafranca  de  Montes  de 
Oca  to  Logrono,  and  the  latter  from 
Ixigrono  to  Agreda,  and  are  divided 
by  the  chain  which  separates  the  basins  ] 
of  the  Ebro  and  Duero.  The  whole 
extent  is  about  270  square  leagues,  with 
a population  of  25,000.  The  soil  is 
fertile,  but  most  slovenly  cultivated;  j 
and  this  district,  devoid  alike  of  plea-  ! 
sure  or  interest,  may  fairly  be  blotted 
out  of  every  traveller’s  map.  Con-  | 
suit  1 Compendio  fJistorial  de  Rioja,' 
Domingo  Hidalgo  de  Torres  y la  Cerda, 
4to.  Mad.  1701,  or  the  second  edition  1 
by  Matheo  de  Anguiano,  4to.  Mad. 
1704;  also  ‘ Epilogode  la  Rioja,'  Juan  ! 
Josef  de  Salazar,  4to.  Mad.  1732;  and 
* Memoriae  Politicos’  Eugenio  Lar- 
ruga,  vol.  xxvii.  206. 

Santo  Domingo  de  la  Calzada,  of  the 
“causeway,”  stands  on  the  Oca,  and 
contains  some  5000  souls,  and  shares 
with  Calahorra  in  the  dignity  of  a 
bishopric,  like  Jaen  and  Baeza,  and 
our  Bath  and  Wells.  The  cathedral, 
of  a simple,  massy,  early  Gothic,  was 
beguu  in  1180  by  Alonso  VIII.,  and 
finished  in  1235,  but  was  much  in- 
jured by  fire  in  1825.  The  coro,  high 
altar,  and  chapel  of  the  tutelar,  are  m 
the  Berruguete  style.  This  St.  Dome- 
nick  was  not  the  inquisidor,  but  an 
Italian,  who  was  sent  to  Spain  in  1050 
by  Pope  Damaso  II.,  as  an  exorciser, 
at  the  request  of  the  peasants,  who 
were  eaten  up  by  locusts.  He  next 
paved  the  road  for  pilgrims  to  Com- 
postella.  His  crowning  feat  is  charged 
on  the  city  arms,  which  are  “ argent, 
a tree  vert,  with  a sickle,  a cross,  a 
cock  and  hen  proper.”  Southey  made 
a droll  ballad  on  the  legend,  which 


Moya  (Rasgo,  283)  had  gravely  illus- 
trated in  prose.  The  sickle  and  tree 
represent  the  forest,  which  the  saint 
first  mowed  down,  and  then  set  up  a 
Venta,  the  Maritornes  of  which  fell 
in  love  with  a handsome  pilgrim,  who 
resisted,  whereupon  she  hid  some 
spoons  in  his  wallet ; he  was  taken  up 
by  the  Alcalde,  and  forthwith  hanged. 
But  his  parents  some  time  afterwards 
passed  under  the  body,  which  told 
them  that  be  was  innocent,  and  saved 
by  the  intercession  of  St.  Domeuick ; 
thereupon  they  proceeded  forthwith  to 
the  Alcalde,  who  was  going  to  dine 
off  two  roasted  fowls,  and,  on  hearing 
their  report,  remarked,  You  might  as 
well  tell  me  that  this  cock,  pointing  to 
one  on  the  dish,  would  crow  ; where- 
upon it  did  crow,  and  was  taken  with  its 
hen  to  the  cathedral,  and  two  chicks 
were  regularly  hatched  every  year. 
The  birds  were  kept  near  the  high 
altar,  and  their  feathers  were  worn  by 
pilgrims  in  their  caps.  The  saint’s 
other  miracles  are  detailed  iu  the 
works  of  Luis  de  Vega,  4to.  Burgos, 
1606;  and  Andrea  de  Salazar,  4to. 
Pamplona,  1 624 ; see  also  the  1 His- 
toria,'  by  Gonzalez  de  Tejada,  fol. 
1702,  and  Ribadeneyra,  ii.  68. 

Najera,  a decayed  place  of  3000 
souls,  was  once  the  court  of  Navarre, 
and  here  St.  Ferdinand  was  crowned. 
In  the  Benedictine  Santa  Maria  lie 
interred  35  bodies  of  the  royal  fami- 
lies of  Castile  and  Navarre.  The 
elaborate  Gothic  coro  was  carved  by 
el  Maestro  Andres  and  Nicolas  in 
1495,  and  the  cloister  was  filled  with 
statues  by  A.  Gallego,  1 542-46.  The 
convent  is,  or  was,  adorned  with  a 
superb  portrait  of  Ruiz  Perez  de  Ri- 
bera, by  Pantoja,  1596.  Observe  the 
retablos  of  Juan  Vascardo  and  Pedro 
Margoledo,  1631,  and  the  early  paint- 
ing of  Maestro  Luiz,  1442.  It  was 
between  Najera  and  Navarrete  that 
the  Black  Prince  replaced  on  his 
throne  the  perfidious,  cruel,  and  un- 
grateful Don  Pedro,  just  as  the  Duke, 
at  the  not  distant  Vitoria,  did  the  be- 
loved Ferdinand  VII. ; and  striking  is 
the  parallel  throughout,  for  thus  the 
past  is  the  prophet  of  the  future,  and 
the  present  vouches  for  the  past.  Then, 
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as  in  our  times,  the  Peninsula  was 
made  the  arena  for  the  war  between 
rival  giants,  between  England  and 
France;  then  the  Black  Prince,  in 
despite  of  inferior  forces,  everywhere 
defeated  the  Du  Guesclins,  just  as  the 
Duke  did  the  Soults ; then,  as  recently, 
the  single-handed  Spaniards  were  as 
easily  defeated  by  the  French ; then, 
as  now,  the  Spanish  juntas  were  proud, 
obstinate,  ana  self-confident  when  dan- 
ger was  distant,  but  craven  and  cla- 
morous for  aid  when  it  drew  near, 
and  when  the  foreigner  had  done  their 
work,  treating  him  ungratefully,  vio- 
lating every  promise,  nay,  robbing 
him  even  of  his  glory. 

The  French  were  valorous,  chival- 
rous, and  soldierlike,  but  cruel,  false, 
and  plunderers.  The  English  were 
brave  in  battle  and  honest  in  word  and 
deed:  they,  as  in  our  times,  never 
took  up  a position  which  they  did  not 
hold,  and  never  attacked  an  enemy's 
which  they  did  not  carry. 

Froissart  has  graphically  painted 
the  campaign  ; begin  at  ch.  230.  Pe- 
dro, the  king,  was  opposed  by  his 
natural  brother  Henrique  de  Trasta- 
mara.  who  was  backed  by  France, 
which  put  forward  Pedro’s  ill-usage  of 
his  wife,  Blanche  of  Bourbon,  as  the 
pretext  for  invasion,  while  the  real 
object  was  to  combat  British  influ- 
ence, and  give  employment  to  her 
revolutionary  legions,  les  pillar ds,  les 
compagnies , whose  trade  was  war,  and 
who,  by  the  peace  with  England,  were 
left  without  employment.  They  were 
vomited  forth  into  unhappy  Spain, 
which,  like  Algeria  in  our  times,  was 
made  a safety-valve,  where  glory  and 
plunder-baited  grave-traps  were  laid. 
Don  Pedro,  far  away  at  Seville,  at 
first  “boasted  of  his  strength,”  and, 
“ reposing  under  his  laurels,”  made  no 
sort  of  preparation  for  defence  ; but, 
when  the  French  advanced,  like  the 
juntas  of  1810  and  1823,  crouched  into 
the  mire,  and  ran  at  once  to  beg  the 
aid  of  Edward  III.,  as  in  our  times 
they  did  of  George  III.  The  Black 
Prince  crossed  the  Pyreuees  in  Feb. 
1367  ; he  arrived  at  Logrono,  “ endur- 
ing the  greatest  anguish  of  mind,” 
from  want  of  food  and  every  promised 


co-operation.  Such  anguish,  and  from 
the  same  causes,  was  endured  by  our 
Duke  after  Talavera ; but  neither  de- 
spaired, being  sufficient  in  themselves. 
The  morn  of  April  2 beheld  30,000 
English  (Mariana,  xvii.  10,  says 
20,000)  opposed  at  Navarrete  to  80,000 
French  and  Spaniards,  enough,  as  our 
Duke  said  at  Rueda,  to  “ eat  him  up.” 
The  Spaniards  despised  the  foot-sore 
English,  who  were  shrewdly  out  of 
Monsieur  Foy’s  “ beef  and  rum.” 
They  were  only  afraid  that  we  should 
run  away  before  they  could  catch  us 
all  in  a net ; so  thought  the  Cuestas 
when  “ hunting  ” the  French. 

In  vain  Du  Guesclin,  who  remem- 
bered Poictiers,  spoke  of  prudence, 
and  counselled  a Fabian  defence,  like 
Soult  on  the  Tormes : “ Let  them  starve 
in  hungry  Navarre,  and  rot  on  the 
marshes  of  the  Ebro.”  His  words, 
like  those  of  our  Duke  before  Ocana, 
were  lost  on  the  Spanish  chiefs,  who 
cried,  “We  are  double  their  number, 
we  will  out-general  and  beat  them.” 
The  French  opened  the  battle  with  one 
of  their  characteristic  en  avant  attacks, 
but  the  English  stood  firm  and  silent, 
receiving  the  head  of  the  column  with 
an  iron  sleet  of  arrowy  shower.  Then 
the  foe  wavered ; then  “ Up,  guards, 
and  at  them then  followed  the  usual 
“ Sauve  qui  peut.”  The  French  were 
sacrificed  by  their  allies;  for  Don 
Telmo,  who  before  the  battle  had 
been  the  greatest  boaster,  now  ran  ere 
it  commenced,  and  thus  exposed  the 
flank  of  his  allies,  who  were  left  to 
bear  the  whole  brunt,  to  do  the  work : 
just  as  the  Cuestas,  La  Penas,  and 
Blakes  did  in  regard  to  us  at  Talavera, 
Barrosa,  and  Albuera.  Don  Telmo 
next  himself  set  the  example  of  flight, 
like  Areizaga  and  Venegas  at  Ocana 
and  Almonacid. 

The  victory  was  settled  before 
twelve  o'clock,  the  English  having 
lost,  according  to  even  Froissart,  a 
French  author,  only  40  men,  their  op- 
ponents 17,500.  The  Spanish  army 
disbanded  “ each  man  to  his  own  city.” 
Pedro  now  proceeded  to  butcher  his 
prisoners,  and  was  with  difficulty  re- 
strained by  the  Black  Prince,  as 
Cuesta  was  by  the  Duke  after  Tala- 
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vera,  for  sweet  mercy  is  nobility’s 
true  badge,  and  humanity  in  the  hour 
of  victory  is  an  older  English  adage 
than  even  immortal  Nelson  thought. 
Pedro  next  claimed  all  the  glory  for 
himself.  Active  in  “ vile,  black  blood- 
shedding,”  he  neither  repaid  one  far- 
thing of  the  loans  nor  made  good  one 

Sromise  or  pledge.  At  length  the 
Slack  Prince — bright  mirror  of  Eng- 
lish good  faith  and  chivalry — quitted 
Spain  in  disgust,  exclaiming  that  “ the 
Castilian  had  shamefully  and  disho- 
nourably failed  in  his  engagements 
and  so  the  Duke  retired  after  Tala- 
vera : and  so  again,  when  he  had  re- 
placed Ferdinand  on  the  throne,  “ Le 
gouvernement  ayant  manqu6  a tons  les 
engagements  faits  avec  moi,  j’ai  donne 
ma  demission  ” (‘  Disp.’  Oct.  30, 1813). 
No  sooner  were  the  English  with- 
drawn than  the  French  reappeared ; 
and  now,  having  only  the  Spaniards 
to  deal  with,  overran  the  Peninsula  at 
a hand-gallop:  thus  the  promenade 
militaire  of  the  stout  Du  Guesclin  in 
1369  was  but  the  prototype  of  that  of 
the  puny  Angouleme  in  1823. 

Navarrete  was  the  Vitoria  of  the 
age,  as  it  cleared  Spain  of  the  pillag- 
ing invaders,  while  their  general  fell  a 
prisoner  into  the  hands  of  the  Black 
Prince,  who,  knowing  well  how  to 
honour  a brave  opponent  saved  him 
from  the  false  ferocious  Pedro. 

Nowadays  Spanish  historians  sim- 
ply talk  of  a “ decisive  battle  between 
Don  Pedro  and  his  brother,”  the  part 
of  Hamlet  being  left  out.  AndsoSenor 
Mellado  blinks  our  great  Duke’s  vic- 
tories, while,  to  complete  the  traits  of 
national  character,  Mous.  Foy  (i.  205) 
ingeniously  ascribes  this  victory,  not  to 
the  English,  but  the  “Normans  and 
Gascons  ” who  served  under  the  Black 
Prince.  Well  done,  Gascons!  See 
also  Roncesvalles. 

For  Logroiio  and  its  communications 
see  li.  Ip7.  ' 
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This  is  the  great  line  from  Madrid 
to  France,  and  travelled  by  mails  and 
diligences ; the  road  is  tolerable,  and 
runs  through  a hilly  but  well-cultivated 
and  agreeable  country.  Briviesca,  Vi- 
rovesca,  has  a good  inn,  where  thedilly 
stops.  It  is  a square  regularly-built 
town  on  the  Oca,  and  Isabella  took  it 
as  a model  for  Santa  Fe,  near  Granada. 
In  the  Coleyiata,  in  the  retablo  of  Santa 
Casilda,  are  images  of  St  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  by  Becerra.  The  Gothic  high 
altar  and  retablo  of  Santa  Clara  are  fine. 
It  was  at  Briviesca  in  1388  that  Juan 
I.  held  a Cortes,  in  which  he  gave  to 
his  eldest  son  the  title  of  Prince  of  the 
Asturias,  in  imitation  of  our  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  at  the  express  desire  of 
John  of  Gaunt  whose  daughter  was 
married  to  the  heir  apparent  Those 
who  have  time  should  make  an  excur- 
sion to  the  celebrated  Benedictine  con- 
vent at  Ona,  which  stands  in  its  hamlet 
near  the  Ebro,  about  4 L.  from  Bri- 
viesca; for  details  consult  Florez  (‘  Esp. 
Sag.’  xxvii.  250)  and  Berganza  (i.30). 
It  is  dedicated  to  San  Salvador,  and 
once  lorded  over  its  rich  hill-encom- 
passed valley,  watered  by  the  sweet 
rivers  the  Vesga,  Omino,  Oca,  and 
Bureba ; the  gardens  and  fish  ponds 
were  delightful.  The  perennial  foun- 
tain Sagredo  gushes  out  in  a volume  of 
crystal  water.  The  whole  merindad  of 
Valdivielso  is  truly  Swiss  and  pastoral. 
The  mills  are  very  artistical.  About 
1 L.  from  Ona  is  la  Horadada,  a lofty 
bridge  of  one  arch  thrown  over  the 
Ebro,  and  thought  to  be  Roman.  The 
convent,  now,  alas,  going  to  ruin,  was 
founded  in  1011  by  the  Conde  Don 
Sancho  for  his  burial-place;  he  died 
Feb.  5, 1017 ; his  epitaph,  in  a Leonine 
versification  and  play  upon  words,  re- 
cords his  deeds  and  worth.  Ona  has 
been  derived  from  Maiona,  the  count’s 
mother,  who,  fearing  her  son  was  about 
to  marry  a Moorish  princess,  gave  him 
poison  in  a cup,  which  he  managed  to 
make  her  drink,  and  then  raised  the 
monastery  in  expiation.  Mariana  (viii. 
2)  states  that  the  custom  of  women 
drinking  before  men  arose  from  this 
maternal  malice  (see  the  ballad,  Duran, 
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iv.  203).  The  exterior  of  the  convent 
is  ancient,  simple,  and  severe ; the  in- 
terior was  formerly  duplex,  that  is, 
arranged  for  monks  and  nuns  under 
the  same  roof — abases  which  were  re- 
formed in  1032.  The  Gothic  chapel 
was  begun  in  1470;  the  cloisters  were 
finished  in  1 503,  and  are  most  airy  and 
elegant,  and  of  the  finest  period.  Ob- 
serve the  slim  windows,  pinnacles,  and 
shields,  and  among  the  lay  sepulchres 
those  of  the  Bureva,  Sandoval,  and 
Salvador  families ; the  royal  tombs  in 
the  chapel  consist  of  four  rich  urnas  ; 
here  repose  the  Infante  Garcia,  Sancho 
de  Navarra  and  his  wife,  and  Sancho 
II.,  who  was  assassinated  at  Zamora. 
Observe  the  old  paintings  and  '•hrine- 
work  canopies.  The  prosody  of  San- 
cho’s  epitaph  would  perplex  Porson : 
“ Sanctus  forma  Paris,  et  ferox  Hector 
in  armis,”  &c.  It  was  on  the  high 
altar  here  that  St.  Ferdinand  was  placed 
by  his  mother  until  the  Virgin  cured 
him  of  the  worms ; on  this  miracle 
Alonso  el  Sabio  wrote  a ‘ romance.’ 
This  convent  was  pillaged  by  the  in- 
vaders, who  burnt  the  fine  library ; 
again  in  1 835  it  was  made  a barrack 
by  Cordova,  who  used  the  cloisters  as  | 
a stable,  while  his  troopers  added  new 
injuries  to  the  already  mutilated  sepul- 
chres. There  is  a finely  engineered 
road  from  Ona  to  Villacaj/o,  ti  L.  over 
the  heights. 

After  quitting  Briviesca  the  road 
continues  to  Pancorbo,  Porta  Augusta, 
the  picturesque  pass  between  the  defiles  I 
of  the  mountains  of  Oca  and  the  Pyre- 
nean spurs;  the  river  Oroucillo  and 
the  road  have  scarcely  room  to  thread 
the  shadowy  narrow  gorge  or  yarganta, 
in  the  middle  of  which  is  a chapel  to 
Nuestra  Senora  del  Camino,  ourHoly  1 
Lady  who  superintends  the  way  and 
protects  travellers  from  avalanches,  for 
all  around  arise  fantastic  rocks,  wjiich 
hem  in  this  natural  portal  and  barrier  | 
of  Castile,  and  in  which  the  old  Spa-  | 
niards  defied  the  Moorish  advance,  and 
the  modern  ones  ran  away  frightened  [ 
even  at  the  name  of  Buonaparte. 
Above,  to  the  W.,  is  a ruined  castle, 
which  commands  a fine  view  of  the 
Rioja  ; in  it  Roderick  is  said  to  have 
seduced  the  ill-omened  Cava : ay  ! de 


Espaha  perdida  por  un  gusto.  The 
modern  fort,  Santa  Engracia,  built  in 
1795,  was  dismantled  in  1823  b . An- 
gouleme,  who,  although  then  the  ally 
to  Spain,  was  glad  to  destroy  a barrier 
to  future  French  invasions.  Now  all 
is  hors  de  combat,  except  the  Moorish 
caverns  or  algibes  ; not  even  the  guns 
spiked  by  the  French,  nor  the  shot  and 
shells  rolled  down  the  rocky  crevices, 
were  removed  when  last  we  were  there. 

Leaving  Pancorbo,  soon  the  Bilbao 
road  branches  off  to  the  1. ; the  Ebro  is 
passed  at  Miranda  by  a fine  bridge. 
Nature  becomes  fresher,  fountains  more 
abundant,  the  population  increases,  and 
the  towns  have  more  trees  and  gardens 
near  them ; the  face  of  man  is  ruddier, 
but  poverty  is  still  here.  The  open 
belfry  of  the  churches  now  is  changed 
for  a square  tower.  Miranda,  with  a 
decent  diligence  inn,  contains  2300 
souls,  and  is  utterly  uninteresting. 
Here  are  placed  the  custom-house 
offices,  as  this  is  the  fiscal  frontier  of 
Castile,  whose  system  does  not  obtain 
in  the  Basque  provinces,  which  we  now 
enter.  The  Ebro  is  a geographical  and 
vegetable  line  of  demarcation ; soon 
maize  becomes  the  staple  food,  and  the 
cereal  region  is  left  behind.  Miranda 
has  an  ancient  church  with  the  porch 
in  front,  the  common  protection  against 
weather  in  these  damp  N.W.  provinces. 
Logrono  lies  10  L.  trom  Miranda  de 
Ebro ; the  first  three  to  Haro  are  pic- 
turesque, as  following  the  windings  of 
the  river.  Haro,  with  its  7000  inha- 
bitants, is  prettily  placed  on  the  Ebro 
in  a fertile  vega,  where  much  wine  is 
grown. 

La  Puebla  de  Arganzon  is  placed 
in  the  defile  of  the  Morillas  hills,  and 
is  the  gorge  by  which  the  waters  of  the 
basin  of  Vitoria,  once  a lake,  made 
their  exit.  The  road  and  the  Zadorra 
run  through  this  pass  into  the  plains, 
at  the  head  of  which  Vitoria  rises  in 
the  distance.  This  undulating  basin 
is  about  12  miles  in  length  by  10  in 
width,  and  is  cut  up  by  the  Zadorra, 
which  serpentines  down  the  portion  to 
the  1. ; it  is  interspersed  with  woods, 
villages,  and  broken  ground,  with  good 
wild-fowl  shooting  in  winter.  This 
rugged  country  ottered  strong  positions 
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of  defence  to  the  French  against  the 
English  attack. 

On  the  20th  of  June,  1813,  our  army 
bivouacked  on  the  Bayas,  a mountain 
stream  which  flows  to  the  1.  of  the 
road,  and  occupied  Tuto,  Subijana  de 
Morales  (the  Duke’s  head-quarters), 
Zuazo,  Vitoriano,  and  Marquina.  The 
enemy,  commanded  by  Joseph  and 
Jourdan,  was  strongly  posted  in  front, 
at  the  opening  of  the  pass;  their  right 
was  at  Tree  Puentes,  and  their  left  at 
Subijatia  de  Alava,  with  the  hill  of 
Arinez  in  their  centre,  not  far  from 
which  is  a height  called  Inglesmendi , 
the  “ English  mound,”  where  five  cen- 
turies before  they  had  defeated  the 
French.  On  the  2 1 st  the  Duke  ordered 
Hill  to  open  the  ball ; he,  with  Morillo, 
scaled  the  elevations  to  the  r.,  where 
Colonel  Cadogan  fell,  who  begged  to 
be  so  placed  that  he  might  die  nappy 
at  the  sight  of  the  foe  in  flight,  and  his 
last  wish  was  gratified,  for  the  French 
under  Gazan  and  Darrican  were  forth- 
with driven  down.  Meanwhile  Gra- 
ham, who  had  been  sent  with  20,000 
men  from  Marquina,  the  extreme  left, 
to  sweep  round  to  the  Bilbao  road, 
routed  Reille  at  every  point,  Lonja 
and  the  Spaniards  holding  Gamarru 
menor,  and  the  English  turning  the 
enemy  at  Gamarra  mayor  and  Abe- 
chuco,  and  thus  depriving  them  of  the 
possibility  of  retreating  by  the  Irun 
road.  While  these  two  distinct  bat- 
tles and  victories  were  being  gained, 
the  Duke  led  the  centre  and  struck 
the  heart  of  his  opponents.  He 
threaded  the  defile  by  Nanclares, 
Kempt  at  the  same  time,  with  the 
light  division,  crossing  the  Zadorra  at 
Tres  Puentes,  and,  bursting  into  the 
French  position,  of  which  the  Mamario 
de  Arinez  was  the  key ; Joseph  wa- 
vered and  detached  Villate  to  Gomecha 
in  his  rear  ; the  Duke  saw  the  moment 
— and  ordered  the  splendid  rush  at  the 
hill  of  Arinez.  Old  Picton  led  on 
his  “ invincible  division,”  which,  al- 
though opposed  to  five  times  their 
numbers  and  to  50  cannon,  bore  every- 
thing down  before  them,  Joseph  being 
the  first  to  run ; just  as  at  Cressy, 
where,  says  old  Aleyn,  “ the  kinge 
turned  head,  and  so  soon  his  men  turned 


tayle.”  The  French,  relates  Southey, 
“ were  beaten  before  the  town,  in  the 
town,  through  the  town,  out  of  the 
town,  behind  the  town,  and  all  about 
the  town.”  They  fled,  leaving  behind 
them  baggage,  eagles,  6000  killed  and 
wounded,  1 50  cannon,  and  even  their 
plunder.  The  battle  was  soon  over, 
for,  as  at  Salamanca,  the  numbers  being 
nearly  equal,  the  Duke  took  the  ag- 
gressive; yet  not  two-thirds  of  his 
army  were  British,  and  the  returns  of 
losses  separate  the  wheat  from  the 
chaff,  for  our  loss  was  3308,  the  Por- 
tuguese 1049,  the  Spanish  553,  who 
now  claim  the  glory  as  theirs.  The  vic- 
tory, however,  was  so  complete  that  the 
F rench  have  not  yet  claimed  it  as  theirs ; 
Gen.  Clausel,  who  had  had  a taste  of  the 
British  bayonet  at  Salamanca,  again 
escaped  by  a miracle  to  Huesca,  as 
Joseph  did  to  Roncesvalles. 

Then  the  Duke  pressed  on  in  his 
pursuit  of  the  fugitives  to  the  Pyrenees, 
and  on  their  summits,  says  Napier, 
“ emerging  from  the  chaos  of  the  Pe- 
ninsular struggle,  he  stood  a recognised 
conqueror ; then,  on  those  lofty  pin- 
nacles, the  clangour  of  his  trumpets 
pealed  clear  and  loud,  and  his  splen- 
dour appeared  as  a flaming  beacon  to 
warring  nations.” 

Vitoria  not  only  cleared  Spain  of 
the  invader,  but  cheered  Europe  at 
large,  for  the  recoil  shook  Buonaparte 
at  Dresden,  as  Salamanca  had  in  Russia. 
It  induced  the  allies  to  refuse  the  ar- 
mistice, fixed  the  wavering  adhesion 
of  Austria,  and  thus  was  the  harbinger 
of  glorious  Leipzig.  Mons.  Bory  de 
St  Vincent  (Laborde,  i.  132),  describing 
this  battle,  after  severely  criticising 
the  mollesse  of  the  English  attack,  con- 
tinues thus  : — “ Les  braves,  tlebandc's 
par  le  decouragement  des  chefs,  se 
jeterent  vers  les  Pyrenees,  tandis  que 
Lord  Wellington,  qui  se  crut  vainqueur 
de  Vitoria,  shirr  eta  paisiblement  avec 
toutes  ses  forces  dans  une  ville  sans 
importance  (which  he  did  not),  au  lieu 
de  marcher  vivement  sur  Bayonne. 
Sans  avoir  vaincu  selon  la  signification 
du  mot,  les  Anglais  demeurerent  en  pos- 
session de  quatre-vingt  pieces  de  canon 
au  moins  (*.  e.  151).  La  France  n’eut 
pas  a regretter  plus  de  cent  braves 
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(».  e.  6000)  tucs  ou  blesses  qui  restbrent  i 
sar  le  champ  de  bataille.”  The  com- 
parative  smallness  of  the  French  loss 
arose,  first,  because,  as  at  Oudenarde 
and  Ramillies,  they  were  beaten  by  us 
too  quickly ; and  secondly,  because,  as  at 
Salamanca,  their  fugitives  threw  away 
arms,  &c. — all  that  constitutes  a sol- 
dier, but  impedes  escape. 

Again : our  troops,  instead  of  pur- 
suing the  runaways,  were  arrested  by 
the  spolia  opima ; for  behind  the  town 
was  collected  in  nearly  2000  vehicles  the 
aggregate  French  plunder  of  the  whole 
Peninsula  during  five  years.  Southey 
has  graphically  described  the  variety 
of  the  church  plate  and  pictures,  the  I 
delicate  eatables,  the  mistresses,  the 
poodles,  parrots,  and  monkeys.  Jo-  1 
seph’s  carriage  was  taken,  like  that  of 
his  brother  at  Waterloo,  and  it  was 
filled,  says  Toreno  (xxii.),  with  pick- 
ings and  stealings  and  obscene  objects, 
while  Marshal  Jourdan’s  baton  was 
found  in  his  fourgon  de  comestibles!  I 
this,  with  the  colours  of  the  100th 
regiment,  was  “ laid  by  the  Duke  at  ; 
the  Prince  Regent’s  feet,”  who,  with 
great  good  taste,  repaid  the  compli- 
ment by  returning  the  staff  of  an  Eng- 
lish field-marshal  to  the  captor.  The 
enemy’s  losses  were  so  complete  as  to  j 
furnish  jokes  to  themselves.  Thus 
1’ Apothicaire,  in  his  clever  ‘ M^moires’  ' 
(chr.  42),  consoled  his  friends,  so  I 
cleaned  out  by  this  Wellington  purge, 
or  steel  prescription,  by  quoting  Ho- 
race : “ Y ou  all  of  you  came  into  Spain 
thinner  than  weasels,  and  now  as  thin  j 
you  must  go  out.”  The  French  sol-  ' 
diers  also  derided  their  general,  who 
before  had  been  beaten  at  Talavera, 
and  exclaimed  irreverently,  “ The  sea 
fled,  and  Jordan  was  driven  back.” 

Joseph’s  own  carriage  was  gorged  j 
with  stolen  goods,  for  his  Royal  and 
Imperial  Majesty  had  there  stowed 
away  in  its  imperial  many  of  Ferdi- 
nand’s choicest  cabinet  pictures,  which 
now  worthily  ornament  Apsley  House, 
fair  battle-won  trophies,  not  the  free 
gift  of  bayonet-threatened  chapters,  I 
nor  the  fee  of  bribed  violence,  h la 
Soult  (see  p.  42, 366).  Nay,  no  sooner 
had  the  Duke  learnt  that  the  pictures 
were  more  valuable  than  he  thought 


than  he  wrote  to  express  his  desire  to 
“restore”  them  to  Ferdinand,  sus- 
pecting that  they  might  have  been 
“ robbed  by  Joseph"  from  the  royal 
palaces  (Efisp.  March  16,  1814).  An- 
other prize,  more  precious  for  the 
sacred  cause  of  truth  and  history  than 
plate  or  paintings,  was  also  taken  here 
in  the  usurper’s  carriage,  namely,  the 
official  and  confidential  correspondence 
between  Madrid  and  Paris,  and  which 
reveals  some  secrets  of  Buonaparte’s 
prison  house  and  lifts  up  a corner  of 
his  mantle  of  ruse  doublde  de  force ; 
these  thoughts,  shot  from  his  inner- 
most quiver,  give  the  best  contradic- 
tion to  his  public  bulletins  and  “ enor- 
mous lies,”  that  poison  with  which  he 
fed  his  slaves  instead  of  bread.  These 
private  papers,  never  destined  for  the 
Moniteur,  fully  corroborate  the  Duke’s 
public  dispatches,  for  the  noble  mind 
w'ill  dare  do  all  but  lie.  Bon  sang  ne 
peut  mentir,  and  when  will  any  French 
marshal  venture  to  print  his  private 
letters  ? 

The  enemy  escaped  while  their  con- 
querors were  busy  with  their  leavings ; 
stooping  to  pick  up  gold,  they  let 
others  win  the  handicap,  and  thereby 
“ all  order  and  discipline  were  anni- 
hilated,” as  the  indignant  Duke  said, 
who,  as  a gentleman  and  soldier,  hated, 
the  sound  of  pillage:  “ Je  suis  assez 
long  temps  soldat  pour  savoir,”  wrote 
he  in  his  French,  which  is  so  truly 
English  in  sentiment  and  idiom,  “ que 
les  pillards  et  ceux  qui  les  encou- 
ragent  ne  valent  rien  aevant  I’ennemi 
(Disp.  Dec.  23,  1813).  Our  Duke, 
unlike  the  gang  of  revolutionary 
“ Victors,"  and  like  the  heroes  of  an- 
tiquity, preferred  bright  honour  to 
filthy  lucre ; his  motto  was  ti fit]  paMor 
i, i Kpupara,  his  pursuit  was  “gloriam 
ingentem,  divitias  honestas.”  He 
never  contaminated  his  golden  mind 
with  the  dross  of  peculation  or  pil- 
lage, never  sold  his  large  glory  “ for 
what  might  be  grasped  thus.”  His 
shrine  of  renown  was  only  to  be  ap- 
proached through  the  temple  of  virtue, 
and  he  trusted  to  a grateful  country 
to  provide  means  for  the  support  of  a 
dignity  which  he  carved  out  with  an 
untarnished  soldier-sword.  Such  also 
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is  our  sailor’s  maxim.  “ Corsica,”  | 
writes  Nelson  (Disp.  June  27,  1794),  1 
“ in  respect  to  prizes,  produces  nothing 
but  honour  far  above  wealth.”  For 
Vitoria,  see  p.  558. 

ROUTE  120. — VITORIA  TO  SANTANDER. 
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Retracing  our  steps  to  Miranda  de 
Ebro,  we  soon  turn  off  from  the  high 
road  to  Frias,  a dilapidated  old  town 
on  the  Ebro,  with  a bridge  said  to  be 
of  Roman  foundation  ; from  the  ruined 
castle  of  this  place  the  great  Velasco 
family  derive  their  ducal  title.  At 
Villarcayo  the  Burgos  road  branches 
down  and  crosses  the  Ebro  at  Puente 
de  Arenas,  by  which  the  Duke,  June 
14,  1813,  marched  and  turned  the 
enemy’s  position  at  Pancorbo,  “ the 
glories  of  twelve  victories  playing 
about  their  bayonets,  the  French  flying 
like  sheep  before  wolves,  all  their  com- 
binations baffled,  rivers  dried  up,  ra- 
vines levelled  by  the  genius  of  him 
who  was  soon  to  annihilate  them  ” 
(Napier,  xx.  7).  Our  brave  men 
poured  through  the  intricate  passes 
between  Frias  and  Orduna,  in  which 
they  toiled  for  six  days,  and  then, 
“trickling  from  the  mountains  like 
raging  streams  from  every  defile,  went 
foaming  into  the  basin  of  Vitoria,”  to 
victory. 

Not  far  from  Villarcayo,  on  the  road 
to  Bilbao,  is  the  old  Castilian  city  of 
Medina  de  Pomar,  population  1200. 
It  is  pleasantly  placed  on  the  trout- 
streams  the  Trueba  and  Nela,  and  has 
a good  bridge,  a fine  fountain  on  the 
Plaza,  and  some  grand  tombs  of  the 
Velasco  family  in  Santa  Clara.  One 
Duke  of  Frias  lies  clad  in  armour, 
with  his  wife  near  him ; observe  the 
animals  at  their  feet.  From  Villar- 
cayo to  Santander  there  are  two  roads, 
one  by  Soncillo,  3j,  and  hence  12  by 


the  Camino  Real  de  la  Rioja,  and  the 
other,  a bridle  and  shorter,  by  Cabada 
and  Espinosa.  Espinosa  lies  in  a plea- 
sant valley  watered  by  the  Trueba, 
which,  with  the  Nela,  soon  joins  the 
Ebro.  The  inhabitants  had  the  privi- 
lege of  mounting  guard  over  the  king’s 
person  at  night;  hence  it  is  called 
Espinosa  de  los  Monteros.  This  honour 
was  granted  in  reward  of  the  valour 
of  Sancho  Montero,  by  whom  the 
Conde  Sancho’s  life  was  saved  in 
1113.  Consult  ‘ Origen  de  los  Mon- 
teros,’ Pedro  de  Guevara,  4to.  Mad. 
1632, 

At  Espinosa,  Nov.  10  and  11,  1808, 
Blake,  Mahy,  and  Mendizabal,  when 
posted  on  strong  heights,  were  sur- 
prised by  Victor  and  put  to  instant 
flight,  and  this  just  at  the  moment  when 
Castanos  was  losing  the  battle  of  Tu- 
dela ; thus  Moore,  who  had  advanced 
into  the  Castiles  relying  on  Spanish 
co-operation,  was  left  with  his  handful 
of  Britons  to  bear  the  whole  brunt. 
Blake  and  Mahy,  when  out  of  breath, 
halted  at  Reinosa,  from  whence  and  its 
almost  impregnable  passes  they  again 
fled  at  the  mere  report  of  the  French 
approach,  leaving  Santander  to  its  fate, 
which  was  utterly  and  most  brutally 
sacked. 

Lierganes  lies  on  the  trout-stream 
Miera,  and  furnishes  itinerant  black- 
smiths and  needy  knife  - grinders. 
Here  was  born,  in  1660,  Francisco  de 
la  Vega  Caz,  the  Spanish  merman,  or 
hombre  pez.  He  took  to  the  sea  in 
1674,  and  was  caught  in  some  nets 
near  Cadiz  in  1679,  whereupon  Sen  or 
Caz,  on  being  hauled  out,  exclaimed, 
“ Pan,  vino,  tabaco,”  bread,  wine,  to- 
bacco; on  bearing  which  the  sailors 
saw  at  once  that  he  was  a countryman 
and  Christian  ; and,  as  he  afterwards 
said  “ Lierganes,”  they  identified  his 
locality.  However,  this  amphibious 
mountaineer,  like  a fish  out  of  water, 
soon  got  sick  of  land,  and  disappeared 
again  among  his  finny  friends.  His  na- 
tural history  was  vouched  for  by  Span- 
ish archbishops,  and  even  Feijoo,  the 
refuter  of  popular  fallacies,  gives  the 
whole  critical  account,  * Teatro  Cri- 
tico,’  vi.  Dis.  8.  Now  we  enter  the 
iron  district,  and  the  best  mines  are 
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those  of  Pamanes,  Vizmaya,  Monte- 
cillo ; but  Somorrcstro,  the  finest  of 
all,  is  distant  1 2 L.  The  forests  of  oak 
and  beech  furnish  a bad  fugl  for  the 
furnaces ; yet  the  port  of  Gijon  could 
supply  coal  to  any  amount.  At  La 
Cavada,  on  the  Miera,  Charles  III. 
established  an  artillery  foundry. 

Santander,  Portus  Blendium,  has 
decent  inns,  la  Fonda  de  Boggio,  de 
Cristou,  and  el  Parador  de  Moral, 
Calle  de  Becedo.  The  town  is  pic- 
turesquely placed  on  the  extremity  of 
a headland,  protected  by  a hill,  with  a 
harbour  of  easy  access,  sheltered,  and 
having  a lighthouse  and  good  anchor- 
age ; population  16,000.  It  has  a 
theatre,  Circulo,  Liceo,  and  good  baths. 
The  fine  quay  and  newly-built  houses 
of  the  chief  merchants  have  rather  a 
French  than  a Spanish  look,  and  the 
shops  abound  with  Parisian  colijichets 
and  poor  hagiographical  engravings. 
The  busy  quay,  with  its  bales,  sugars, 
flour-barrels,  and  bustle,  contrasts  with 
the  fishy  poverty  of  the  older  town, 
especially  the  quarter  of  San  Pedro. 
Here  porters’  work,  as  in  Bilbao,  is 
done  by  women,  if  these  androgynous 
epicene  amazons  can  so  be  called.  The 
local  carts  are  coffin-looking  concerns, 
built  after  the  Aflghan  waggon  with 
solid  creaking  wheels.  The  fr.esh-aired 
walks  on  the  hill  command  pretty 
views  over  the  Ria,  the  Muelle  de  los 
Naos,  the  mole  crowded  with  shipping, 
and  the  Castillo  de  San  Felipe : the  Ala- 
medas  de  Becedo  and  de  los  Barcos  are. 
the  fashionable  walks.  Santander  is 
a cheap  and  well-provided  place ; the 
fish  both  of  sea  and  fresh  water  is 
plentiful  and  excellent.  The  green 
valleys  of  the  Pas  supply  butter,  which 
is  brought  in  by  Swiss-like  pasiegas, 
who  carry  baskets,  cvebanos,  fastened 
with  straps,  and  by  which  they  are 
bent  double;  however,  when  the  weight 
is  removed,  they  spring  up  straight 
like  a bent  cane.  The  vin  du  pays  is 
a poor  cidery  chacoli,  nor  is  the  water 
good,  but  there  is  a mineral  spring 
called  la  Salud  about  two  miles  oft', 
which  is  much  frequented  for  visceral 
disorders  from  June  to  October;  and 
about  20  miles  off,  at  Ontaneda,  there  are 
baths,  with  a large  and  decent  parador. 
Sp. 


Santander  is  the  residence  of  the  pro- 
vincial authorities,  and  the  see  of  a 
bishop,  suffragan  to  Burgos,  which  was 
founded  in  1174  by  Alonso  IX.:  the 
cathedral  is  one  of  the  most  unimport- 
ant in  Spain  ; the  bay  and  port  were 
much  esteemed  in  the  early  periods  of 
Spanish  history.  From  hence,  in 
1248,  St.  Ferdinand’s  fleet  sailed  to 
blockade  Seville,  which  is  commemo- 
rated on  the  city’s  shield.  It  after- 
wards decayed  into  a mere  fishing- 
town,  but  rose  when  made  a puerto 
habilitado,  or  port  entitled  to  trade 
with  S.  America,  and  it  still  supplies 
Cuba  with  corn  from  the  Castiles, 
bringing  back  colonial  produce ; and 
as  it  is  in  fact  the  seaport  of  Madrid, 
whenever  the  canal  of  Castile  or  the 
railroad  to  Reinosa  be  finished,  it 
must  necessarily  profit  largely.  Here 
Charles  V.  landed,  July  16.  1522,  to 
take  possession  of  Spain ; and  from 
the  same  quay  our  Charles  embarked 
to  quit  Spain  after  his  romantic  visit 
to  Madrid;  he  arrived  here  on  the  11th 
of  Sept.  1623  (old  style,  i.e.  on  St. 
Matthew's,  the  21st),  and  was  nearly 
drowned  on  Friday  the  12th,  when 
going  to  visit  his  ship ; he  sailed,  how- 
ever, on  the  17th,  and  arrived  safely 
at  Portsmouth  on  Sunday,  October  5, 
to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  the  whole 
nation  which,  26  years  afterwards, 
almost  as  gladly  saw  him  beheaded. 

Santande~  was  ferociously  sacked 
by  Soult,  Nov.  16,  1808,  and  yet  no 
place  during  the  war  exhibited  more 
selfish  localism  or  greater  unfriendli- 
ness to  our  delivering  armies  (see 
‘Disp.’  Oct.  14,  1813;  Jan.  14,  1814). 
Again,  when  Gen.  Evans  landed  with 
his  legion,  the  citizens  refused  to  con- 
tribute to  the  bare  necessities  of  those 
brave  men  whose  assistance  had  been 
implored.  The  capital  fishing  dis- 
tricts extending  westwards  towards 
Oviedo  have  been  described  in  Routes 
96  and  97.  There  are  diligences 
from  Santander  to  Burgos,  R.  117, 
and  to  Valladolid,  R.  78,  in  the  sum- 
mer ; a coasting  steamer  communicates 
up  and  down  between  San  Sebastian 
and  Cadiz.  For  the  land  route  to 
Bilbao,  see  R.  126. 
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Las  Provincias  Vascongadas  consist  of  the  three  united  provinces  of  Alava, 
Vizcaya,  and  Guipuzcoa.  Vizcaya,  the  largest,  contains  about  106  'square 
leagues  ; Guipuzcoa,  the  smallest,  only  52,  but  it  is  the  most  densely  peopled, 
and  at  the  rate  of  2000  inhabitants  to  the  square  league ; Alava,  containing 
about  90  square  leagues,  lies  between  Guipuzcoa  and  Navarre.  These  pro- 
vinces, forming  the  mountainous  triangle  of  the  N.W.  of  the  Peninsula,  are  the 
Cantabria  of  the  ancients,  a name  derived  by  some  from  Kent-Aber,  which 
they  interpret  the  “ Corner  of  the  Water.”  This  comer  of  the  laud,  like  our 
Wales,  is  the  home  of  the  remnant  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  who  never  have 
been  expelled  or  subdued ; thus  the  character  of  an  unadulterated  primitive  race 
remains  strongly  marked  in  language  and  nationality.  These  highlanders, 
bred  on  metal-pregnant  mountains,  and  nursed  amid  storAs  in  a cradle  indo- 
mitable as  themselves,  have  always  known  how  to  forge  their  iron  into  arms,  and 
to  wield  them  in  defence  of  their  independence ; and  what  sword  equals  that  one 
which  is  moulded  from  the  ploughshare  ? * This  sufficiency  in  self  is  the  meaning 
which  Perochegui  reads  in  the  Basque  name,  which  he  derives  from  liayasco- 
gara,  “ somos  bastantes.”  A sense  of  separate  weakness  has  taught  these  pro- 
vinces the  secret  of  union.  This  federal  association  is  expressed  in  their  national 
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symbol  of  three  hands  joined  together,  with  the  motto  “ Irurac  Bat,”  which  is 
equivalent  to  the  tria  juncta  in  uno  of  the  Bath  order  of  our  united,  kingdoms. 
The  armorial  shield  is  “ argent,  the  tree  of  Guernica  vert,  two  wolves  gules,  with 
an  orle  eight  crosses  or.” 

The  Basques  have  been  less  successful  in  resisting  invasions  by  sea,  for  they 
were  partly  overcome  about  the  year  870  by  a fair-haired  Northman,  named 
Zuria,  an  adventurer  either  from  Norway  or  Scotland ; and  to  this  foreign  ad- 
mixture their  fair  complexions  and  immemorial  representative  government  have 
been  traced.  These  provinces,  when  the  descendants  of  the  Goths  began  to 
gain  ground  on  the  Moorish  invaders,  formed  themselves  into  a confederation 
of  small  detached  tribes  or  republics,  placed  under  a nominal  Lord  or  Sefior, 
until  at  length,  in  the  14th  century,  Nufia,  the  19th  Lord,  died,  leaving  two 
daughters,  one  of  whom  having  married  Juan  of  Arragon,  Pedro  the  Cruel 
seized  the  opportunity,  put  her  husband  to  death,  and  annexed  the  lordship  to 
the  crown  of  Castile.  Although  incorporated  with  the  Castilian  monarchy,  the 
national  fueros  were  rigidly  retained  ; and  these  the  kings  of  Spain,  as  S enures 
only  of  Biscay,  always  swore  on  their  accessions  to  maintain,  and  as  regularly 
endeavoured  to  subvert.  The  first  impolitic  act  of  Castanon,  after  Ferdinand’s 
death,  was  to  abolish  these  fueros,  which  threw  the  Basques  into  the  cause  of 
Don  Carlos,  in  whom  they  beheld  a non-innovating  principle ; their  cry  was, 
“ Conservar  intaclas  la  !•€,  y las  costumbres  antiyuas  f ’ and  they  fought  more 
for  their  own  independence  than  for  his  cause.  These  Basque  fueros  were  regu- 
larly digested  for  the  first  time  in  1526,  by  a native  commission  appointed  by 
Charles  V.,  and  have  been  often  printed:  these  privileges  breathe  a parochial 
isolation  and  monopoly,  each  partido  or  district  treating  its  neighbours  as 
rivals.  The  alcalde  is  the  Sheikh,  and  the  cura  the  Pope,  of  their  particular 
villages,  and  these  they  rule  in  temporals  and  spirituals,  indifferent  to  the  orders 
or  wishes  of  those  who  are  their  nominal  superiors,  whose  commands  they  either 
evade  or  disobey.  The  religious  independence  secured  by  the  fueros  presents  a 
strange  anomaly  in  prelatical  Spain ; here  the  episcopal  office  is  unknown,  and 
the  parish  priest  is  exempt  from  all  diocesan  control.  The  amount  of  taxes, 
again,  is  determined  by  the  popularly  elected  representatives,  and  the  supply  is 
called  donativo,  a gift,  not  a tribute  or  service,  as  in  Navarre.  They  are  free 
also  from  the  quinta,  or  conscription,  that  cuntribucion  de  sangre,  as  Spaniards 
call  this  blood-tax,  the  fit  invention  of  a French  Revolution  which,  like  Saturn, 
devoured  its  own  children.  Each  partido  here  raises  its  own  tercios  or  militia, 
who  are  not  compellable  to  serve  beyond  their  respective  provinces ; hence  the 
difficulty  which  Don  Carlos  had  to  get  bis  Basques  to  advance  into  Aragon  or 
the  Castiles.  Again,  they  are  exempt  from  the  burdensome  papel  selladu  and 
stamps  and  taxes  of  Castile,  from  governmental  escribanos,  and  the  fiscal 
scourge  of  Spanish  custom-houses  and  tlieir  officers,  which  are  placed  on  the 
Ebro,  not  the  Bidasoa. 

Another  privilege  is  universal  nobility,  which  is  secured  to  all  by  the  mere 
fact  of  being  born  in  these  provinces ; hence  Perochegui  (Origen.  p.  96)  mo- 
destly eulogises  his  beloved  Cantaberria  : “ Hidalya  en  abstracto,  rio  caudaluso 
de  Nobleza,  solar  indicativo  y demonstrative  de  Nobleza,  antiquisimo  seminario 
de  la  Nobleza  de  Espana.”  Peppery  as  the  Welsh,  proud  as  Lucifer,  and  com- 
bustible as  his  matches,  these  pauper  peers  fire  up  when  their  pedigree  is  ques- 
tioned, and  well  did  Don  Quixott^  (i.  8)  know  how  to  annoy  a Biscayan  by 
telling  him  that  “ he  was  no  gentleman.”  Basque  gentility  often  consists  rather 
in  blood  than  manners  ; better  born  than  bred,  the  Cantabrian  is  not  always 
courteous  nor  over  quick  in  rendering  honour  to  whom  honour  is  due ; he  con- 
siders a sort  of  boorishness  to  indicate  a republican  independence,  and  thinks  the 
deference  which  one  well -conditioned  person  pays  to  another  to  be  a degradation 
to  his  noble  birthright ; their  provinces  may  be  the  three  Graces  of  Spain,  but 
the  natives  sacrifice  but  little  to  those  amiable  types. 
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The  modern  Basques,  however  brave  and  active  as  individuals,  form  very  bad 
regular  soldiers,  as  they  are  too-obstinate  and  self-opinionated  to  tolerate  drill 
and  discipline ; again,  they  can  only  be  managed,  and  that  imperfectly,  by  one 
of  themselves;  hence  Gouzalo  de  Cordova  affirmed  that  he  would  rather  be  a 
keeper  of  wild  beasts  than  a commander  of  Basques.  As  Guerrilleros  they  are 
excellent,  since  their  active  mountain  and  smuggling  habits  educate  them  for  a 
desultory  war  of  frontier  ambuscade,  foray,  and  bush-fighting.  In  the  wild 
sierras  of  Guipuzcoa  bands  were  raised  by  the  shepherd  Gaspar  Jauregui, 
which  were  always  a thorn  in  the  path  of  the  invader. 

In  time  of  peace,  commerce  and  fishing  form  the  occupations  of  those  who 
dwell  on  the  sea-board  ; agricultural  and  pastural  pursuits  inland  : the  ores  of 
the  iron-pregnant  hills  are  also  worked  at  smithies  rude  as  in  the  days  of  the 
Iberians.  The  limited  attractions  offered  to  strangers  are  chiefly  those  of  na- 
ture, for  the  towns  are  without  social,  historical,  or  artistical  attraction,  while 
the  villages  have  been  almost  all  ravaged  during  the  civil  wars.  Nevertheless 
there  is  less  of  squalid  poverty  and  ragged  misery  in  them  than  in  the  mendi- 
cant mud  hamlets  of  Castile.  The  chief  towns  have  few  charms  except  to  com- 
mercial travellers,  for  these  republican  non-episcopalians  have  neither  palaces, 
picture-galleries,  nor  cathedrals ; and  since  wealthy  prelates  and  chapters  have 
been  wanting,  there  are  few  churches  of  architectural  pretension.  The  towns 
are  Swiss-like,  surrounded  with  green  hills  and  enlivened  by  clear  trout-streams ; 
the  streets  are  often  drawn  in  straight  lines,  which  intersect  each  other  at  right 
angles  ; the  alametlas  are  pretty  ; a Juego  de  Pelota,  or  fives-court,  and  a public 
plaza,  are  seldom  wanting : the  defences  and  walls  are  solid,  for  stone  and  iron 
abound,  and  the  climate  is  damp  and  rainy.  The  sombre-looking  balconied 
dwellings  are  so  solidly  built  that  they  look  like  fortresses;  here  every  gentle- 
man’s house  is  indeed  his  castle : they  also  resemble  prisons  from  the  iron  rejas 
with  which  they  are  barred  and  blockaded.  The  soffits  which  support  the  pro- 
jecting eaves  are  often  richly  carved,  which,  indeed,  protect  the  houses  from  the 
rains,  but  deluge  passengers  with  shower-baths.  To  these  Casas  Solares  or 
family  manor-houses  is  added  a pomp  of  heraldry,  as  armorial  shields  large  as 
the  pride  of  the  owners  are  sculptured  over  the  portals. 

Agriculture,  as  being  the  occupation  of  Adam,  the  first  gentleman  who  bore 
arms,  is  not  held  to  degrade  these  peasant  peers.  Their  hidalgos,  or  better 
classes,  are  something  between  our  small  squires  and  substantial  yeomen,  and 
their  rank  on  the  score  of  nobility  is  much  higher  in  regard  to  birth  than  intel- 
lectual grounds.  As  both  skill  and  capital  are  scarce,  cultivation  is  imperfectly 
conducted ; human  thews  and  sinews  supply  the  place  of  machinery,  aud  over- 
worked man,  woman,  and  child  are  truly  maquinas de  sangre.  The  Basque  farms 
are  small,  many  not  exceeding  four  or  five  acres,  or  so  much  land  as  a man,  his 
wife,  and  family  can  labour ; cultivation  with  the  spade  is  much  in  vogue,  or  rather 
with  a sort  of  prong-fork  or  mattock  called  laya.  Meanwhile  the  peasantry  are 
the  best  portion  of  the  Basques,  and  if  kindly  treated  are  civil  and  hospitable  as  far 
as  their  humble  means  allow.  Simple,  hardy,  aud  patient,  they  have  the  virtues 
and  vices  of  highlanders ; nor,  from  knowing  no  tetter,  do  they  repine  at  their 
lot,  but  feeling  strongly  the  attaching  power  of  a mountain  home,  love  their 
rocks  and  Alps,  and  are  wretched  when  torn  from  them. 

These  provinces  are  made  up  of  mountain  and  valley,  with  a sea-board  line. 
The  plains  are  verdurous  from  damp,  and  cultivated  with  great  industry.  The 
elevated  slopes  are  covered  with  oak  and  chesnut  trees ; the  produce  of  the 
latter  is  exported  to  England,  and  enters  into  the  diet  of  the  frugal  natives. 
As  this  pastoral  country  is  akin  to  portions  of  the  Asturias  and  Gallicia,  refer 
to  the  introductory  observations  of  Sections  ix.  and  x.  Corn  only  ripens  in 
favoured  localities;  maize  is  the  staple  “bread-stuff;”  good  milk,  bad  cheese, 
and  fine  apples  are  plentiful.  A poor  wine  also  is  made  called  chacoli,  Arabice 
chacalet , weakness,  thinness  ; and  the  drink  justifies  the  derivation,  since  it  is 
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far  inferior  to  good  Devonshire  cider,  and  resembles  those  very  ordinaire 
French  wines  de  Surenne  aud  de  Brie.  The  Basques,  from  having  nothing 
better,  drink  it  copiously,  and,  from  habit,  have  even  got  to  like  it;  however, 
it  disagrees  with  the  palate  aud  stomach  of  foreigners. 

Sunday  is  the  day  to  observe  the  costume  and  amusements  of  the  peasantry  ; 
it  is  still  called  Astartea,  or  the  feast  dedicated  to  Astarte,  who  is  practically 
replaced  by  the  Virgin. 

The  Basque  holidays  are  celebrated  with  the  song,  dance,  single-stick,  and 
broken  heads,  which  they  love  like  their  neighbours  the  Asturians,  whom  they 
hate.  Their  songs  resemble  those  of  the  Gallicians,  whom  otherwise  they 
abhor.  Their  so-called  musical  instruments  consist  of  the  Moorish  pandero 
and  qaita,  or  bagpipe.  Gayt  in  Arabic  signifies  the  long  neck  of  the  ostrich, 
and  hence  its  secondary  meaning  of  a pipe.  The  Basque  dances  are  Salic  and 
singular;  the  Zortico,  Zorzico,  or  “evolution  of  eight,”  consists  of  two  parts, 
la  danza  real,  the  opening,  and  the  arrin  arrin,  or  the  conclusion.  This  is 
largely  capered  at  Azpeitia  to  the  sounds  of  rude  fifes,  tambourines,  and  a sort 
of  flageolet,  el  silbato,  which  resembles  those  of  the  Pifferari  at  Rome,  and  is 
probably  equally  antique.  The  Carrica  is  a dance  performed  in  the  streets  ; 
the  Espata  danza  is  a remnant  of  the  primitive  Trivudium  of  the  Iberians. 
The  Basques  delight  in  every  other  sort  of  noises,  anil  especially  in  firing  off 
guns  at  weddings.  Their  costume  is  not  becoming,  their  shocking  bad  hats 
are  quite  Irish.  These  hirsute  and  galligaskined  rustics  wear  brogues,  abarcas 
espadillos,  made  of  skins  aud  tied  loosely  with  thongs ; thus  the  water  and 
mud  ooze  out  In  dry  weather  they  prefer  the  sandal,  alparyala,  which,  how- 
ever, will  not  stand  much  wet.  Shoes  are  a rarity,  whether  of  leather  or  of 
wood,  madrenas.  The  women  wear  their  hair  in  long  plaited  tresses,  trenzas, 
and  cover  their  heads  with  a hood  or  capuz,  which  is  more  convenient  than 
picturesque.  The  Basques  are  much  given  to  pilgrimages  to  hill  places,  where 
the  chacoli  and  shillelah  are  devoutly  used. 

' Among  other  antique  customs  corn  and  bread  are  offered  to  the  manes  of  the 
deceased  on  the  anniversary  of  death ; these  oblations  are  called  robos,  from 
an  Aragonese  measure  taken  from  the  Moorish  arroba.  The  Basques  have  a 
language  of  their  own,  which  few  but  themselves  can  understand ; nor  is  it 
worth  the  trouble  of  learning,  as  it  is  without  a written  literature,  while  the 
conversation  of  the  natives  scarcely  repays  the  study,  nor  is  the  enunciation 
easy.  We  therefore  protest  against  being  held  responsible  for  the  spelling  or 
meaning  of  any  Basque  word  which  we  may  be  compelled  to  use.  Again,  our 
readers  are  cautioned  against  the  wild  theories  and  treatises  of  Basque  antiqua- 
rians, which  rival  those  of  Ireland.  Humboldt,  a critical  German,  and  free 
from  national  prejudices  and  predilections,  is  the  safest  guide.  He  considers 
the  Basque  to  have  been  formerly  spoken  all  over  the  Peninsula,  as  is  evidenced 
in  the  nomenclature  of  localities  and  other  things  which  are  not  subject  to 
changes. 

The  Basques  call  themselves  Euscaldunac,  their  country  Enscaleria,  and 
their  language  Euscara.  This  Ease  is  the  old  Osc,  Vesc,  Vasq,  of  Italy  and 
Iberia.  According  to  Perochegui,  Adam  spoke  Basque,  as  being  the  language 
of  angels,  which  seems  strange ; it  was,  moreover,  brought  pure  into  Spain, 
by  Tubal,  long  before  the  confusion  of  tongues  at  Babel.  Angelic  or  not,  it 
is  so  difficult  that  the  devil,  who  is  no  fool,  is  said  to  have  studied  seven  years 
in  the  Bilboes,  and  to  have  learnt  only  three  words.  The  grammar  and  declen- 
sions, as  may  be  supposed,  are  very  intricate.  The  language  is  distinct  from 
the  Irish,  Celtic,  and  Welsh,  with  which  it  has  been  often  supposed  to  be  a 
sister  idiom.  Mr.  Borrow  believes  that  it  is  of  a Tartar  origin,  resembling  in 
structure  the  Manchou  and  the  Mongolian,  with  n decided  Sanscrit  element. 
The  Basque  student  is  referred  to  the  philological  works  of  Larramendi,  * An- 
tigiiedad  ij  Univerailidad del  Bascuence,’  8vo.  Salamanca;  1 El  imposible  Vencido 
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o Arte  de  la  Lengua  Bascongada,'  8vo.  Sal.  1 729 ; ‘ Diccionario  Trilinyue ,’  2 
vols.  fol.  St.  Sebastian,  1745. 

The  best  general  works  to  consult  on  these  provinces  are  ‘ Aver  iguaci  ones  de 
Cantabria,’  Gabriel  de  Henao,  fol.  Salamanca,  1689  ; ‘ flustraciones  de  Vizcaya ,’ 
Zaragoza,  1631;  ‘ Noticia  Utriusgiie  Vasconia,'  Arnold,  Oihenart,  4to.  Paris, 
1638-56  ; ' Dixcttrso  Historico,’  M.  Larramendi,  8vo.  Mad.  1736  ; ‘ Urbewohner  von 
Hispanien,’  Win.  Von  Humboldt,  4to.  Berlin,  1821  ; several  volumes  of  curious 
documents  in  Simancas’  ‘ Coleccion  de  Cedillas,’  8vo.  Mad.  1 829-33 ; ‘ La  Can- 
tabria,’ Florez,  4to.  Mad.  1768;  • Historia  de  Alava,’  Joaquin  Landazuri,  4to. 
Vitoria,  1798;  ‘ Not icias  Historicasde  Alava,  See.,'  Juan  Antonio  Llorente,  4to. 
5 vols.  Mad.  1806-8;  and  the  excellent  ‘ Diccionario  Geographico  de  la  Aca- 
demia,’ by  different  authors,  4to.  2 vols.  Mad.  1802. 


VITORIA  is  a busy,  flourishing 
coach  town,  and,  being  on  the  high 
road  between  France  and  Madrid,  is 
full  of  diligences  and  decent  inns ; el 
Parador  Viejo,  el  Parador  Nuevo, 
Parador  de  Pastas. 

Vitoria,  population  about  12,000,  is 
the  capital  of  Alava:  it  is  placed  on  a 
gentle  eminence  above  its  plain,  for 
such  the  word  Beturia  signifies  in 
Basque.  The  city  was  much  improved 
about  1181  by  Sancho  el  Sabio  of 
Navarre,  to  commemorate  a victory 
gained  here  over  the  Moors.  That 
name  the  Duke  has  confirmed  and 
fixed  for  ever  (for  the  victory  see 
p.  550).  The  town  is  divided  into  the 
old  and  new  portions,  which  contrast 
with  each  other ; the  former,  with  its 
curious  plaza,  its  dark  tortuous  streets, 
being  in  perfect  coutrast  with  the 
latter,  which  is  all  line  and  rule. 
Vitoria  has  a Colegiata,  that  Adrian 
VI.,  who  in  this  place  received  the 
intelligence  of  his  having  been  elected 
Pope,  promised  to  elevate  to  a see,  but 
which  he  did  not. 

The  public  alamedas  are  charming, 
especially  la  Florida  and  el  Prado, 
outside  the  town,  where  uuder  leafy 
avenues  the  lower  classes  meet  and 
dance.  There  is,  moreover,  a theatre, 
a IAceo,  and  Circulo.  The  climate  is 
temperate,  the  living  cheap  and  abun- 
dant, the  fruits  and  vegetables  much 
like  those  in  the  west  of  England. 
'Fhe  fine  modem  plaza,  like  that  at 
Salamanca,  which  was  its  model,  is  an 
arcaded  square  of  220  feet,  and  was 
built  in  1791  from  designs  of  Justo 


Antonio  de  Olaguibel.  The  Casa  Con- 
sistorial  is  a handsome  edifice.  There 
is  little  to  be  seen  else.  Visit  the  hos- 
pital with  its  classical  fayade,  designed 
in  1630  by  the  Capuchin  Lorenzo 
Jordanes ; the  dark  stone  from  the 
quarries  of  Anda  adds  to  the  grandiose 
character.  Ascend  the  belfry  of  Santa 
Maria  ; the  vast  plain  is  studded  with 
some  168  villages.  Observe  the  porch 
under  this  tower,  with  niche-work  and 
statuary  ; before  the  high  altar  widows 
prostrate  themselves  the  anniversary  of 
their  husbands’  death  on  a black  cloth, 
lighted  with  yellow  tapers.  In  the 
Sacristia  is  or  was  an  injured  “ Dead 
Christ”  by  Ribera,  1645.  and  in  el 
Noviciado,  up-stairs,  a “ St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,”  by  the  same  painter. 

Look  at  the  retablos  in  the  churches 
of  San  Vicente  and  San  Miguel:  the 
latter  is  by  Hernandez ; the  statue  of 
the  Concepcion  is  excellent.  Vitoria 
bears  for  arms  “ a castle  supported  by 
two  lions ;”  like  other  Basque  towns. 
The  inhabitants  during  the  war  denied 
all  assistance  to  our  wounded,  although 
the  army  expended  in  it  most  of  the 
money  and  booty  wrested  from  the 
invaders,  thus  enriching  a place  which 
the  enemy  had  impoverished.  'Fhe 
authorities  refused  the  use  of  empty 
convents  and  churches  which  had  been 
gutted  when  Vitoria  was  sacked  by 
Verdier,  June  5,  1808.  The  treatment 
of  Gen.  Evans  and  his  gallant  legion 
was  even  more  inhospitable.  There  is 
a local  ‘ Historia.'  by  Joaquin  Landa- 
zuri, 4to.  Mad.  1780. 

There  are  diligence  communications 
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■with  Iruu,  Route  121 ; Burgos,  Route 
119;  Madrid,  Route  116;  Pamplona, 
Route  122;  Bilbao,  Route  123 ; Cestona 
Deva ; and  the  baths  of  Santa  Agueda. 


ROUTE  121. — VITORIA  TO 

IRUN. 

Arrovabe  . 

. . 2 

Salinas  de  Leniz 

. . 21 

..  41 

Escoriaza  . . 

. . 1 

..  51 

Mondragon 

. . 1 

..  «1 

V ergara  . • 

. . 2 

..  si 

Villareal 

. . 21 

..  11 

Villafranca  . 

. . 3 

. 14 

Tolosa  . 

. . S 

..  17 

Andoain 

. . 2 

..  19 

Astigarraga 

. . 2 

-.  21 

Oyamin 

. . 21 

..  231 

Irun  . . . 

. . 21 

..  26 

Quitting  Vitoria,  we  soon  enter  the 
Welsh-like  hills  with  green  copses, 
maize-crops,  and  pretty  villages  perched 
on  the  eminences,  amid  chesnut-groves. 
Now  the  Irish-looking  hat  gives  place 
to  the  low  blue  cap  or  berela.  The 
legs  of  the  peasants  are  swathed  up  to 
the  knees  with  Moorish  bandages,  and 
their  feet  encased  in  Iberian  abarcas, 
brogues.  The  women  toil  at  their 
hard  tasks,  and  look  old  and  broken. 
The  architect  will  now  remark  the 
pepper  - pot  belfry  - domes  of  the 
churches,  the  carved  coats  of  arms  over 
the  portals  of  the family  mansions,  and 
the  solidly  built  houses,  with  project- 
ing cornices  and  protecting  roofs. 
Here  rain  and  damp  are  the  enemies 
of  the  climate,  while  stone  and  iron 
are  the  drugs  of  the  soil. 

Soon  we  asceud  the  ridge  of  Adrian. 
At  Aria  ban,  May  25,  1811,  the  Guer- 
rillero  Mina  surprised  Col.  Lafitte, 
who  was  convoying  Massena’s  plunder 
after  Santarem  had  settled  his  preten- 
sions to  soldiership.  Mina  spared  his 
captives,  but  Massena  he  meant  to 
have  hung,  had  he  not  escaped  by  ac- 
cident, from  having  loitered  behind  in 
the  stews  of  Vitoria. 

After  descending  the  ridge  of  Salinas 
the  province  of  Guipuzcoa  is  entered. 
Escoriaza,  a fine  hamlet  of  1 600  souls, 
has  a parish  church,  with  a good  uave 
and  transept,  and  a hospital  fouuded  in 
the  15th  century  by  Juan  de  Mon- 
dragon,  and  now  abandoned.  Observe 
the  bridge  and  arch  over  the  trout- 
streain,  the  devious  Deva.  To  the  r. 
are  the  baths  of  Arechavaleta,  much 
frequented  for  cutaneous  disorders. 


Mondragon,  a walled  town,  is  also 
well  placed  on  this  beautiful  river  and 
the  Aramoyano : diligence  inn,  de- 
cent; population  2500,  and  chiefly 
j blacksmiths.  The  isolated  el  Cum- 
panzar  may,  in  the  words  of  Pliny 
(N.  H.,  xxxiv.  14),  be  termed  “ a hill 
of  iron.”  Here  is  a mine  of  most 
remote  antiquity  ; the  ore  is  found  in  a 
reddish  clay,  aud  yields  at  least  40  per 
cent,  of  the  finest  metal.  Very  fine 
iron  is  also  procured  from  la  Mina  de 
| hierro  helado,  “ the  ice-brook’s  temper,” 
and  from  la  Cueva  de  Udala.  (See  pp. 
499,  529.)  One  L.  from  Mondragon  are 
the  excellent  sulphur-baths  of  Santa 
Agueda. 

Vergara,  which  lies  2 L.  out  of  the 
road  from  Mondragon,  is  a Swiss-like 
town  on  the  banks  of  the  Deva,  whose 
pleasant  basin  is  girdled  by  mountains. 
There  is  a decent  Parador  de  las  Dili- 
gencias.  Population  about  4000-  The 
plaza  has  a good  casa  consistorial ; 
there  is,  as  usual,  a capital  fives-eourt. 
Here  was  concluded  the  famous,  or 
infamous,  convention,  or  Carlist  capi- 
tulation, of  Aug.  31,  1839,  between 
Maroto  and  Espartero,  whereby  the 
former,  reeking  with  the  blood  of  his 
comrades  whom  he  had  executed  at 
Estella,  consummated  his  career  by 
betraying  his  king  and  master.  Thus 
were  sold  those  mountain  posts  which, 
defended  by  stout  highlanders,  long 
had  defied  alike  the  Christinos  and 
Legionaries.  For  this  transaccion, 
consult 4 El  Campo  y la  Covte  de  Don 
Carlos,'  with  an  appendix  of  4 El  Con- 
venio  de  Vergara,’  3rd  edit.  Mad. 
1840.  Dissensions  prevailed  in  the 
camp  of  Don  Carlos,  who  himself  was 
fitter  to  lose  than  to  win  a crown,  for, 
had  he  evinced  a particle  of  talent  or 
spirit,  he  long  before  must  have  been 
at  Madrid ; at  last  even  the  wearied 
aud  impoverished  Basques  were  anxi- 
ous to  fraternise.  The  site  of  the  Judas 
hiss  is  called  el  Campo  del  Abrazo. 
Maroto  published  a 4 Vindicacion,’ 
Mad.  1846 ; but  his  name,  in  Spain 
and  out,  is  a synonym  to  vile  turncoats, 
who  prove  false  to  professions  of  their 
life,  ruin  their  parties,  and  play  the 
enemies'  game;  and  even  here,  while 
all  rejoice  to  see  the  civil  wars  con- 
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eluded,  none  esteem  the  traitor ; la 
traicion  aplace  pero  no  el  que  la  hace. 

Passing  Villareal  is  Ormairtagui, 
where  Zumalacarregui,  the  excellent 
Guerrillero  chieftain  of  Don  Carlos, 
was  bom  Dec.  29,  1788 ; now  a ridge 
is  crossed  which  separates  the  valleys 
irrigated  by  the  Deva  and  Oria.  A 
new  road  is  to  be  made,  which  is  to  go 
by  Ofiate,  and  thus  avoid  this  ascent. 
Villafranca  isa  solid,  well-built  town; 
on  the  heights  of  Descarga,  Zumala- 
earregui  entirely  routed  Espartero, 
driving  with  his  wild  guerrilleros  the 
regular  troops  before  him  into  Vergara. 
Passing  a Swiss-like  country,  inter- 
sected by  trout-streams,  of  which  the 
Zubin  is  renowned,  we  reach  Tvlosa, 
with  a decent  diligence  parador.  To- 
losa  Ituriza  (Ituna  in  Basque  means 
“ a fountain  ”)  is  one  of  the  best  towns 
of  Guipuzcoa,  of  which  it  is  the  central 
place,  and  therefore  has  been  made  the 
capital,  to  the  infinite  disgust  of  San 
Sebastian.  It  is  built  on  the  Oria  and 
Arages,  under  the  mountains  Ernio  to 
the  W.,  and  Loaza  to  the  E.  Popula- 
tion under  5000.  The  town  consists 
of  six  streets,  which  are  intersected  by 
three  others ; the  fine  old  gates  were 
defaced  by  the  French.  There  is  the 
usual  fives-court  on  the  new  plaza. 
The  church  Santa  Maria  has  a good 
portico  between  its  towers:  the  ori- 
ginal retablo  was  built  in  1781 ; the 
present  one,  of  a simple  classical  eleva- 
tion, is  enriched  with  different  local 
marbles.  Tolosa  abounds  in  the  casas 
solares,  the  family  houses  of  men  of 
ancient  pedigree.  Being  a regular 
eoach  town,  it  is  full  of  dillies  and 
tables  d’hote.  During  the  Peninsular 
war,  the  authorities  of  Tolosa  refused 
assistance  to  our  soldiers,  and  plun- 
dered even  our  magazines  (‘  Disp.,’ 
Nov.  27,  1813). 

From  Tolosa  there  are  diligences  to 
San  Sebastian,  distant  4}  L. ; but  the 
traveller,  if  he  be  bound  for  that  sea- 
place,  had  better  by  far  make  the 
detour  by  Azpeilia  (see  R.  128). 
There  is  also  a very  good  diligence  to 
Pamplona  (11.  140),  to  Bilbao,  and 
elsewhere,  for  this  is  a regular  coach 
town. 

The  road  continues  through  an  ex- 


cellent fishing  country,  and,  crossing 
the  rivers  Oria  and  Leizaran,  ascends 
by  the  strong  defences  of  Andoain 
(from  whence  a new  road  is  to  be  car- 
ried to  Iruu,  by  San  Sebastian,  thus 
avoiding  the  heights  of  Oyarzun,  &c.) 
to  Hernani,  a long  narrowish  street, 
which  is  built  under  the  fortified  hill 
Santa  Barbara  on  (he  river  Urumea: 
although  shattered  and  scarred  during 
the  civil  wars,  it  has  a good  town- 
house  and  fives-court,  with  pretty  walks 
outside  the  gates.  Population  about 
2500.  Here  the  Legion  were  totally 
defeated,  March  16,  1837,  when  Evans, 
relying  on  being  assisted  from  the  Le- 
cumberri  side  by  the  Christinos  under 
Sarsfield,  sallied  forth  from  San  Sebas- 
tian, distant  about  1^  L.,  to  assault  the 
strong  Carlist  lines  both  here  and  on 
Santa  Barbara  to  the  1. ; but  in  the 
moment  of  danger  he  was  left  by  his 
allies  to  bear  the  whole  brunt,  for 
Sarsfield,  scared  by  “ a snow-storm  1” 
marched  not  to  the  field  of  battle,  but 
back  to  Pamplona,  and  that  without 
giving  Evans  proper  notice.  Thus 
unsupported,  the  false  position  of  the 
Legionaries  was  completed  by  the 
withdrawal  of  the  450  royal  marines, 
who,  by  a widish  interpretation  of 
the  laws  of  non  - intervention  and 
the  rules  of  sea -service,  had  been 
marched  inland:  nothing  then  could 
impede  the  Carlist  advance,  and  the 
Legion  were  compelled  to  fly.  Hernani 
has  two  good  streets,  called  Mayor  and 
Urumea,  and  some  pretty  alamedas  on 
the  road-sides.  It  is  a good  head- 
quarter for  the  man  of  the  rod  and 
gun. 

The  road  continues  hence  to  Asti- 
garraga,  with  a fine  large  parador 
and  casa  de  postas,  amid  aove-tailing 
mountains;  thence  crossing  a crystal 
stream,  the  Chaparrea,  into  picturesque 
Oyarzun,  with  its  square  tower  rising 
over  the  defile:  the  arcades  indicate 
the  constant  rain  and  necessity  for 
shelter.  It  has  a pretty  alameda  and 
the  usual  fives-court.  The  Pyrenees 
now  soar  to  the  r.,  while  to  the  1.  lies 
rock-built  San  Sebastian  and  the  land- 
locked bay  of  P usages.  This  line  of 
broken  country  was  taken  by  our 
libeller  Foy  when  running  away  from 
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Bilbao  after  the  battle  of  Vitoria,  when 
he  made  for  France  with  such  extra- 
ordinary rapidity  — practice  makes 
perfect — that  even  our  gallant  fox- 
hunter  Graham  could  not  catch  him. 

ROUTE  122. — VITORIA  TO  PAMPLONA. 
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...  ** 
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...  31  . 

12* 

Pamplona  • 

. . . 3 . 

15* 

This  is  the  line  by  which  the  Black 
Prince  advanced  in  1367  to  victory, 
and  that  by  which  Marshal  Jourdan 
retreated  in  1813  after  his  defeat  at 
Vitoria.  The  rich  country  or  basin 
lies  between  the  Sierras  of  San  Adrian 
and  Andin,  and  the  scenery  is  fresh 
and  full  of  fruit  aud  cultivation.  Gue- 
vara, on  the  Zadorra,  was  one  of  the 
strongholds  of  the  Carlists ; the  castle 
on  the  hill  was  meant  to  be  an  imita- 
tion of  that  of  St.  Angelo  at  Rome. 
Observe  in  the  town  the  corn  solar  or 
cam  fuerte  of  the  Ladrones  de  Gue- 
vara, an  illustrious  house ; the  name 
Ladron,  “ robber,"  was  given  as  an 
augmentation  of  honour,  a good  thief, 
to  Sancho  de  Guevara,  in  the  tenth 
century.  In  the  year  885  Garci  Ini- 
guez,  king  of  Navarre,  was  surprised 
at  St.  Juan  de  la  Pena  by  the  Moors, 
who,  having  killed  him  and  his  queen, 
left  their  bodies  naked  on  the  plain, 
after  which  Sancho,  riding  by,  per- 
ceived a hand  issuing  from  the  female 
corpse,  which  he  delivered  of  a boy, 
and,  after  bringing  up  the  orphan, 
ultimately  presented  him  to  the  people, 
having  thus  robbed  death  of  their  king. 
His  descendant  Gen.  Santos  Ladron 
was  the  first  victim  of  the  recent  civil 
war,  having  been  executed  by  the 
Christino  Castaiion. 

Salvalierra,  safe  ground,  a name 
which  Joseph,  resting  for  the  first 
time  after  his  flight  from  Vitoria, 
must  have  thought  very  appropriate, 
is  the  chief  place  of  its  Hermandad. 
Population  about  1 500.  It  stands  near 
the  Zadorra,  on  the  spurs  of  the  hills, 
overlooking  a rich  plain,  which  its 
agricultural  inhabitants  cultivate : the 
stone  walls  are  still  good;  the  gates 
were  repaired  by  Charles  V.  Passing 


hence  to  the  valley  of  Borunda,  are 
the  villages  Alzazua  and  others,  the 
scenes  of  petty  wars  between  the  Carl- 
ists and  Christinos.  At  Echauri  is  a 
small  but  clean  cento,  where  good  wine 
aud  trout  are  to  be  had.  The  road  in 
some  parts  enters  Old  Castile  and  then 
Navarre  through  a pleasant  farm- 
studded  country  to  its  capital  Pam- 
plona. 

Vitoria  to  Bilbao.  There  are  several 
routes ; those  who  love  a mountain  ride 
may  bid  adieu  to  wheels  and  scale  the 
heights  of  Altubi,  and  then  thread  the 
valleys  of  Orozco. 

ROUTE  123. — VITORIA  TO  BILBAO. 

Murguia 3 

Barambio 2 .,  5 

Oroxco 2 ..  7 

Areta  1 . . 8 

Bilbao 3. .11 

Another  road  strikes  up  the  Swiss- 
like  valley  of  Orduna,  starting  from 
Miranda  de  Ebro. 
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At  Berberana  there  is  an  old  castle 
and  a large  new  poscula.  After  leaving 
it  you  ascend  the  hills,  at  the  top  of 
which,  1 long  L.,  is  the  ominously 
named  V enta  del  Hambre ; attend  to  the 
provend.  The  road  over  la  pena  sobre 
Oiduha  is  finely  engineered,  while 
from  the  eminences  the  panoramas  are 
noble.  Orduiia,  from  its  position  with 
Amurrio  on  the  road  to  Bilbao,  is  of 
great  military  importance;  the  latter 
spot,  as  commanding  four  roads,  was 
strongly  fortified  by  Espartero,  and 
became  to  Bilbao  what  Ramales  is  to 
Santander,  the  inner  or  land-side  out- 
work. It  was  for  taking  Ramales  that 
Espartero  was  made  the  Duke  of  Vic- 
tory. Orduna,  one  of  the  last  towns 
of  Old  Castile,  is  placed  on  its  beautiful 
plaiu,  near  the  Nervion,  which  flows 
hence  to  Bilbao.  Population  3400,  and 
principally  agricultural.  This  city, 
long  the  only  one  in  the  Basque  pro- 
2 b 3 
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vinces,  preserves  its  ancient  walls  and 
towers ; it  has  a good  plaza,  with  ar- 
cades, and  shops  under  them,  and  a 
handsome  fountain  raised  in  1745:  the 
principal  streets  communicate  with  this 
square.  The  climate  is  damp,  the  fruit 
and  trout-fishing  good.  Ancient  Or- 
duna  was  built  nearer  to  its  celebrated 
Alp  la  peha  tie  Orduna,  which  formed 
the  mountain  barrier  frontier  of  the  re- 
fugee Iberians ; the  peaks  are  covered 
with  snow  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 
The  road  now  follows  the  Nerviou 
river  through  a charming  cultivated 
country  filled  with  villages,  with  an 
air  of  industry,  comfort,  and  rural 
prosperity,  more  like  England  than 
the  desolate  and  poverty-stricken  dis- 
tricts of  the  central  Castiles. 
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This,  the  diligence  road,  is  well  en- 
gineered : leaving  Vitoria,  it  passes 
through  the  villages  Gamarra  menor  >/ 
tnai/or,  and  the  sites  where  Graham 
dislodged  and  beat  Reille  during  the 
battle  of  Vitoria,  thereby  turning  the 
French  position  and  forcing  them  to 
abandon  the  Irun  high  road  and  re- 
treat by  Salvatierra.  After  a succes- 
sion of  hills,  dales,  clear  streams, 
and  villages,  we  reach  Durango,  a 
Swiss-like  walled  old  town,  with  rec- 
tangular streets,  placed  on  its  river  of 
the  same  name ; population  about  3000. 
Here  are  the  usual  alamedas  and  fives- 
court.  The  altar  in  the  church  of 
Santa  Ana  was  raised  in  1774  by  the 
academical  Ventura  Rodriguez.  Du- 
rango, the  capital  of  its  Menndud,  from 
the  central  position  is  an  important 
military  point.  It  was  between  it  and 
Elorio,  at  the  hermitage  of  San  Antolin, 
that  Maroto  met  Espartero,  Aug.  25, 
1839,  to  plan  the  betrayal  of  Don  Car- 
los. who,  instead  of  boldly  advancing 
with  his  Castilian  battalions  and  seizing 
his  traitor-general,  fled  to  Villareal, 
and  thus  encouraged  defection. 

It  was  from  Durango  that  he  had 
■>re  issued  his  decree,  that  all  fo- 


I reignrrs  taken  in  arms  against  him 
should  be  put  to  death  without  trial ; 
an  Oriental  and  Draco  proceeding, 
which,  however  disgusting  to  Europe, 
was  in  perfect  accordance  with  all  the 
immemorial  and  still  existing  laws  and 
feelings  of  Spaniards,  among  whom  it 
was,  is,  and  will  be  of  an  every-day 
occurrence,  being  simply  one  of  the 
common  form,  and  almost  stereotyped 
Bandos,  which  every  Spanish  man 
armed  with  brief  authority  issues  at 
once,  and  acts  upon  without  mercy 
or  remorse. 

Approaching  Bilbao  is  Arrigorriga, 
where  Espartero  and  Evans  were  de- 
feated by  the  Carlists,  Sept.  11,  1835. 
The  puente  nuevo,  near  the  scene  of 
battle,  is  made  for  the  artist 

Bilbao. — The  best  inn  is  the  San 
Nicolas.  Bilbao  ( Bello  vao,  “ the 
beautiful  bay  or  ford”),  the  capital  of 
Vizcaya,  is  placed  on  the  Nervion, 
which  divides  the  old  town  from  the 
new : the  river  disembogues  at  Portu- 
galete,  distant  about  six  miles,  and  has 
a dangerous  liar.  The  name  in  Basque 
is  Ibaizabel,  and  this  is  the  “narrow 
river,”  whose  windings  are  “ the  Bil- 
boes," where  in  steam-tugless  days  our 
ancient  mariners  feared  to  be  caught, 
and  to  whose  entanglements  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher  (Wild  Goose  Chase,  i.  2) 
compared  being  married.  Bilbao,  being 
situated  in  a gorge  of  hills,  is  damp,  and 
pulmonary  diseases  are  prevalent ; po- 
pulation about  1 5,000 : the  city  is  purely 
mercantile,  and  possesses  no  fine  art ; 
many  of  its  older  churches  and  con- 
vents were  destroyed  during  the  recent 
sieges,  or  since  suppressed.  The  prin- 
cipal streets  arc  straight  and  well  built, 
the  houses  lofty  and  substantial  ; the 
roofs  project,  forming  penthouses  and 
protections  against  sun  and  rain.  Bilbao 
is  well  supplied  with  fish,  flesh,  fowl, 
and  green  herbs,  and  the  foreign  mer- 
chants are  hospitable.  The  Ca/d  Sitizo 
is  a favourite  resort,  where  the  Bis- 
cayans eat  ices,  play  at  dominos  and 
at  Miis,  a game  of  cards,  and  grimace. 
There  is  very  little  else  to  be  seen. 
The  Campo  Santo,  or  new  burial- 
ground,  is  admired  by  judges  of  ceme- 
teries. The  Arenal,  or  “ Strand,”  is 
the  favourite  alameda  and  public  walk. 
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The  Nervion  is  crossed  by  a new  iron 
suspension-bridge  ; but  the  old  bridge 
is  much  more  artisticai,  and  was  also 
once  the  boast  of  Bilbao,  and  still  forms 
the  charge  of  the  city  arms  with  two 
wolves,  the  cognizance  of  Diego  Lopez 
(Lupus)  de  Haro,  Lord  of  Biscay,  who 
built  it  circa  1356.  The  Tuscan  car- 
niceria,  or  shambles,  is  also  considered 
to  be  a lion,  second  only  to  the  ceme- 
tery— pleasant  sights ! The  streets  are 
clean  and  the  town  quiet,  for  no  carts 
or  carriages  are  allowed  to  enter,  and 
oods  are  drawn  about  on  trucks.  The 
ospital,  commenced  in  1818,  is  un- 
finished. The  walk  to  the  Punta  de 
Banderas,  whence  the  merchants  tele- 
graph arriving  ships,  is  agreeable, 
being  enlivened  with  gardens,  moun- 
tains, and  sea.  There  the  river  pre- 
sents a considerable  show  of  business. 
The  women  in  Bilbao  do  porters’ 
work,  just  as  in  the  fields*  they  do  that 
of  men  and  asses.  For  the  river  and 
coast  see  p.  565. 

The  Bilbaoese  during  the  Peninsular 
war  refused  even  the  use  of  the  con- 
vents which  the  French  had  gutted  for 
the  wounded  English,  who,  by  their 
victory  at  Vitoria,  had  delivered  their 
city  (Disp.,  Aug.  19,  1813);  and  yet 
the  place  had  been  sacked  without  re- 
morse by  Gen.  Merlin,  who  boasted  in 
his  bulletin  that  “ he  had  extinguished 
the  insurrection  in  the  blood  of  1200 
men  ” (Toreno,  v.).  This  conjuror,  like 
Victor  at  Talavera,  obtained,  by  a wand 
of  iron,  everything  that  was  denied  to 
the  gold  of  a merciful  ally. 

Bilbao,  in  the  recent  civil  wars,  was 
twice  exposed  to  destructive  sieges ; 
the  dilapidations  have,  however,  been 
much  repaired.  Don  Carlos,  in  the 
first  case,  had  absurdly  ordered  Zuma- 
lacarregui  to  attack  this  place,  instead 
of  at  once  pushing  on  to  Madrid,  which 
must  have  surrendered.  On  the  10th 
of  June.  1835,  Zumalaearregui,  having 
routed  Espartero  at  Descarga,  came  to 
Bilbao  and  seized  the  church  and  Pa- 
lacio  de  Begoiia,  from  whence  the 
town  is  commanded,  which  must  have 
Capitulated  had  not  a ball  struck  el 
Tio  Tomas  in  the  calf  of  his  right  leg 
while  standing  in  the  balcony.  The 
Basque  surgeons  did  the  rest,  and 


— BILBAO THE  SIEGES. 

with  him  died  the  Carlist  cause,  for 
Eraso  raised  the  siege  on  the  1st  of 
the  ensuing  July.  The  conduct  of 
the  Christiuist  generals,  Mirasol  in- 
side and  Alaix  outside,  was,  in  the 
words  of  even  their  partisan,  Mr. 
Bacon,  “ a burlesque  on  war  both 
did  everything  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  done,  and  nothing  that  they 
ought  to  have  done;  the  whole  and 
real  work  was  performed  by  the  Eng- 
lish sailors,  under  Captains  Ebsworth, 
Lapidge,  Henry,  and  Lord  John  Hay. 
Bilbao,  relieved  by  others,  now  called 
itself  a modern  Saguntum,  and,  re- 
posing under  its  laurels,  made  no  sort 
of  preparation  against  future  attack, 
although  warned  of  its  approach;  thus 
when  the  Carlists  re-appeared,  October 
23rd,  they  at  once  carried  all  the  un- 
defended positions  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Nervion,  from  San  Agustiu  to 
Los  Capuchinos,  the  Christino  general 
San  Miguel  abandoning  everything 
without  a struggle  ; and  then,  had  the 
Carlist  Eguia  occupied,  as  lie  ought 
to  have  done,  the  Begona  hill  and  the 
opposite  Miravilla,  the  ciudad  invicta 
would  liave  been  conquered  at  once. 
But  now  the  English  blue-jackets, 
under  Lord  John  Hay,  came  again  to 
the  rescue.  Meanwhile  Espartero, 
either  from  want  of  means  or  talent, 
was  busy  doing  nothing  but  “ march- 
ing and  counter-marching  " his  poor 
soldiers,  and  issuing  orders,  counter- 
orders,  and  dis-orders;  he  wasted 
fourteen  precious  days  in  moving  from 
Balmaceda,  distant  only  twenty  miles, 
and  that  never  would  have  been  done 
had  not  every  sort  of  supply  been  fur- 
nished by  us.  Such,  indeed,  was  the 
destitution  of  this  army,  that  its 
officers  wished  to  retire  and  leave 
Bilbao  to  its  fate.  Then  it  was  that 
Captain  Lapidge  and  Colonel  Wylde 
pointed  out  the  true  line  of  relief  by 
crossing  the  river  ; then  English 
sailors  prepared  rafts,  which  the  fire 
of  English  artillery  protected,  and  so 
the  Nervion  was  first  passed  by  Es- 
partero, and  next  the  Asua  at  Luchana, 
and  thus  Bilbao  was  relieved,  after  a 
sixty  days’  siege,  on  which  the  whole 
question  of  the  war  turned ; and  one 
short  day  more  would  have  exhausted 
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both  the  townsfolk  and  their  enemies, 
who  were  equally  reduced  to  the  last 
extremities  of  destitution,  and  the  wea- 
ther was  terrific.  The  best  Carlist 
account  is  Henningsen’s  * Twelve 
Months’  Campaign  with  Zumalacar- 
reqni  for  Christinist  details  consult 
‘ Scenes  and  Adventures  ’ of  Poco  Mas, 
in  which  Mr.  Moore,  a hearty  par- 
tisan, while  “ reporting  ” the  glories' 
of  “ his  Grace,”  proves  beyond  doubt 
that  Wylde,  Hay,  and  the  English  did 
the  work.  Again,  Mr.  Bacon,  an 
equally  stanch  and  honest  partisan, 
admits,  in  his  ‘ Six  Years  in  Biscay’ 
that  “ no  satire  can  be  written  equal 
to  the  official  bulletins  ” of  the  Chris- 
tinos.  But  the  Castilian  is  such  a 
sonorous  sesquipedalian  language  that 
it  seems  to  be  made  for  valientes  who 
trumpet  forth  their  own  prodigios  de 
valor,  their  own  “ glorias  y fatigas.” 
Espartero  was  only  compared,  on  this 
24th  of  December,  to  our  Saviour  1 
The  Madrid  government  responded 
with  equal  eloquence ; cheap  ribbons, 
thanks,  odes,  oranges,  and  cigars,  in 
short  every  reward  was  given  except 
money  ; and  now  Mellado,  writing  in 
1843,  does  not  even  allude  to  the  Eng- 
lish; thus  the  stout  Legion  was  done 
not  only  out  of  its  glory,  but  its  pay. 

There  is  some  talk  of  a railroad 
from  Bilbao  to  Madrid;  meanwhile, 
there  are  plenty  of  diligences  for  in- 
land communication,  and  steamers  and 
ships  for  the  seaboard. 

ROUTE  126. — SANTANDER  TO  BILBAO. 
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For  Santander  see  p.  553.  This 
bridle-road  is  much  cut  up  by  the  bays 
and  rivers  of  a hilly  and  indented 
coast ; an  occasional  steam  communi- 
cation in  summer  offers  a shorter  and 
more  convenient  passage  by  sea.  If 
the  weather  be  fair  cross  the  rio  to 
Langre,  thus  avoiding  the  land  circuit. 
Notiiing  of  interest,  except  to  anglers, 
occurs  before  Santona  and  Laredo, 


which  rise  opposite  each  other  on  their 
excellent  bay ; but  neither  need  be 
entered,  as  they  can  be  passed  by  on 
the  1.  Santona  is  the  Gibraltar  of 
Cantabria.  The  Monte,  under  which 
it  is  built,  is  severed  by  the  Isthmus 
el  Arenal  de  Berria,  which  intervenes 
between  the  hills  Brusco  and  Groma 
and  the  isolated  Ano,  just  as  the  neu- 
tral ground  does  between  the  “ Rock  ” 
and  San  Roque.  There  is  also  a mira- 
culous patroness  in  the  Parroquia,  la 
Virgen  del  Puerto,  whose  fete,  Sep- 
tember 7,  is  celebrated  by  the  pea- 
santry and  sailors.  The  bay  contracts 
opposite  Santona,  and  is  crossed  at  the 
passage,  Pasage  de  Salue.  The  Fran- 
ciscan convent,  higher  up  on  the  Canal 
de  Ano,  is  pleasantly  situated.  From 
Santona  the  corn  of  Castile  and  iron 
of  Biscay  are  largely  exported.  The 
storms  off  the  coast  are  sometimes 
terrific;  and  here,  in  October,  1810,  a 
British  squadron  was  wrecked.  San- 
tona, during  the  war,  was  fortified  by 
the  French,  who  were  regularly  sup- 
plied from  France  by  sea!  See  the 
indignant  Lesaca  correspondence  of 
the  Duke  to  Lord  Melville.  The 
place  capitulated  in  March',  1814  ; but 
the  Duke  refused  to  ratify  the  treaty 
in  consequence  of  the  breach  of  all 
faith  shown  by  the  French  garrison 
of  Jaca  (Disp.  April  1, 1814).  Laredo 
is  also  protected  by  its  headland  el 
Rastillar,  which  defends  the  s.  side  of 
the  bay.  The  lands  gain  on  the  coast ; 
and  this  port,  which  under  the  Ro- 
mans contained  14,000  souls,  now  has 
dwindled  to  3000.  Part  of  the  Moorish 
chain  of  the  Seville  bridge  was  long 
hung  up  in  the  Santa  Maria  here, 
having  been  broken  by  a Laredo  ship, 
and  it  forms  the  charge  of  the  city’s 
shield.  Castro  Urdiales,  of  which  the 
Black  Prince  was  Senor,  has  also  its 
bay,  headland,  rocks,  castle,  and  her- 
mitage of  Santa  Ana.  The  place  was 
sacked  by  our  libeller,  M.  Foy,  May 
11,  1813,  on  quitting  it  to  retreat  to 
France,  when,  says  Southey  (Chr. 
43),  “ He  butchered  men  and  women, 
sparing  none,  and  inflicting  upon  them 
cruelties  which  none  but  a devilish 
nature  could  devise.”  The  ravaged 
town  has  since  been  rebuilt,  and  is 
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now  clean  and  regular.  The  port  is  j 
so  beloved  by  the  sailors  of  the  storm- 
tossed  Bay  of  Biscay,  that  they  say, 

“ A Castro  o al  Cieto."  On  this  iron- 
bound  coast  the  mighty  Atlantic  is 
first  repelled,  and  the  volume  of  waters  ! 
thrown  back  on  the  fresh  incoming 
waves,  and  thus  a boiling  race  is 
created.  At  San  Anton  near  the  town 
is  a ruined  convent  of  the  Templars  ; 
the  fish  is  excellent,  especially  the 
besugo  and  bonilo,  a sort  of  tunny  and 
bream.  The  rocky  hills  are  terraced 
with  vines,  which  produce  a poor 
chacoli.  The  Somorrostro  district  has 
been  immemorially  celebrated  for 
iron ; the  ore  occurs  abundantly  in 
beds  from  3 to  10  feet  deep,  in  a cal- 
careous earth,  and,  when  taken  up  and 
wetted,  sometimes  it  is  of  a blood 
colour.  It  yields  from  30  to  35  per 
cent,  metal ; it  is  softer  aud  with  a 
longer  fibre  than  our  iron,  because 
smelted  with  charcoal,  not  coal ; the 
mining  and  smithies  are  primitively 
rude.  Foreigners,  however,  are  slowly 
introducing  more  scientific  methods ; 
the  steel  for  swords  was  better  made, 
a manufacture  in  which  the  warlike 
Spaniards  have  always  excelled  im- 
memorially: the  “good  Bilbos”  of 
Falstaff  were  wrought  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  hill  Triano.  (For  swords 
see  p.  499.) 

All  this  district  affords  much  occu- 
pation to  the  mineralogist  and  geolo- 
gist,  as  the  Monte  Serrantes  was  once 
a volcano;  leaving  it  to  the  r.,  and 
crossing  the  Concha  de  Bilbao,  is  Por- 
tugalete,  placed  on  the  neck  of  the 
Nervion,  with  a dangerous  bar;  six 
pleasant  miles  lead  to  Bilbao;  to  the 
1.  is  the  convent  el  Desierto,  now  indeed 
a desert,  hut  once  a monastic  paradise ; 
near  the  Desierto,  which  is  placed  on 
the  confluence  of  the  Galindo  and  Ner- 
vion, was  the  roadstead  of  the  English 
non-intervening  squadron,  by  which 
alone  Bilbao  was  twice  relieved,  and 
Don  Carlos  twice  defeated.  Proceed- 
ing onwards  on  the  r.  bank  is  Luchana, 
from  whence  Espartero  took  his  title 
of  Conde.  Those  who  cross  the  river 
will  enter  Bilbao  by  the  upper  road 
through  Deusto ; those  who  continue 
on  the  1.  bank  will  pass  the  Cadagua, 


and,  continuing  under  the  ridge  of 
Castrojana,  enter  the  old  town  under 
the  fort  of  Miruvilla. 

ROUTE  127. — BILBAO  TO  SAN 
SEBASTIAN. 
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The  steam  communication  is  prefer- 
able to  the  bridle-road,  except  to  an- 
glers ; those  who  adventure  by  land, 
after  crossing  the  Asua,  will  reach  the 
fishing- town  Alqorta,  and  thence  turn- 
ing to  the  r.  Plencia  with  its  bridge, 
and  Villano  with  its  signal  Atalaya ; 
thence  leaving  the  headland  Machi- 
chaco  to  the  1.  on  to  Bermeo,  Flavio 
Briga,  which  has  a good  harbour  and 
free  from  any  bar.  This  busy  fishing- 
town  contains  some  4000  amphibious 
inhabitants.  The  hills  abound  with 
game.  Here  was  born  Alonso  de  Er- 
cilla,  the  soldier  epic  poet  of  Spain, 
whose  best  authors  have  been  men  of 
the  sword,  and  this  hero  wrote  his 
finest  stanzas  on  the  pommel  of  his 
saddle.  At  Mundaca,  famous  for  tuu- 
nies,  the  road  to  Guernica  follows  the 
1.  bank  of  the  river. 

Guernica,  as  its  Basque  name  sig- 
nifies, is  placed  on  the  “ slope  of  a 
hill,”  below  which  is  a “reedy  flat” 
called  el  Juncal,  which  is  much  sub- 
ject to  inundations,  but  full  of  snipes 
and  wild  fowl  in  winter.  At  Guernica 
was  held  the  Parliament  of  Basque 
senators.  This  Witenagemote  origin- 
ally sat  under  the  overspreading  ca- 
nopy of  an  ancient  oak,  which  the 
town  still  bears  on  its  shield.  Among 
rude  primitive  people,  before  temples 
were  raised  by  the  hand,  a noble  tree 
inspired  a reverential  awe,  and  was 
dedicated  to  the  Deity  (Pliny,  N.  H. 
xii.  1).  Joshua  (xxiv.  26)  placed  the 
book  of  the  law  under  an  oak,  “ by  the 
sanctuary.”  Such,  again,  was  the 
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sacred  Apus  of  the  Druids ; such  were 
the  Ygdraisel,  or  consecrated  trees,  un- 
der which  were  seated  the  twelve  dei- 
fied judges  of  the  Norwegians.  The 
association  of  religion  with  trees  and 
groves  long  survived  after  the  erection 
of  temples.  St.  Bridget  of  Ireland 
formed  her  “ chapel"  out  of  an  oak, 
her  kill  Dara.  So  our  Fairlop  oak, 
like  the  terebinth-tree  of  Abraham,  is 
an  example  of  the  admixture  of  re- 
ligion and  traffic  which  always  charac- 
terized these  silvan  sanctuaries. 

The  cams  consistoriales,  and  more 
than  half  the  town  of  Guernica,  were 
burnt  in  1808  by  the  French  republic- 
ans, the  preachers  of  universal  free- 
dom and  philanthropy.  These  theo- 
rists, who  planted  sham  trees  of  liberty 
and  real  guillotines  at  home,  cut  down 
the  true  oak  of  the  free  Basques,  one 
which  was  very  old  even  in  1334  (see 
Mariana,  xvi.  3),  under  which  Ferdi- 
nand and  Isabella  swore  in  1476  to 
uphold  the  Basque  Ftteros,  as  their 
grandson  Charles  V.  did  again,  April 
5,  1526.  When  the  English  cleared 
Spain  of  the  French,  an  oak  sapling 
was  planted  to  replace  the  original 
tree,  but  even  that  tender  plant  was 
hewed  down  by  Armildez  de  Toledo, 
a general  of  the  then  liberal  Christina. 
The  oak  of  Guernica  was  a refuge  for 
debtors,  and  a sort  of  place  of  habeas 
corpus  return,  or  a court  of  appeal,  as 
no  Basque  could  be  arrested  without  a 
summons  to  appear  under  it,  and  learn 
the  charge  against  him,  and  thus  pre- 
pare his  defence.  The  word  rendered 
grove  in  our  Bible  (Gen.  xxi.  33)  is 
read  by  I’arkhurst  as  asel,  oak,  and 
he  conjectures  that  the  Asylum,  or 
sanctuary  of  Romulus,  which  was 
placed  between  two  oaks,  may  be  de- 
rived from  it.  Those  who  have  pic- 
tured to  themselves  a wide-shadowing 
oak,  under  whose  boughs  mossed  with 
age,  and  high  top  bald  with  dry  an- 
tiquity, silver-haired  men  sat  in  coun- 
cil, just  as  one  reads  of  in  ‘ Tdlemaque,' 
and  other  equally  true  delineations  of 
society  as  it  is,  will  find  to  their  horror 
that  the  Casa  de  Juntas  is  a huge,  un- 
gainly, new  mass  of  stone  of  passing 
pretension,  and  a sort  of  Corinthian 
smnmer-house,  while  Basque  senators, 


in  French  pea-jackets,  complete  the 
ruin  of  all  national,  primitive,  and 
picturesque  associations. 

About  a mile  from  the  town  is  a 
Roman  encampment,  which  is  not 
worth  visiting.  Returning  to  the 
coast  at  Lequeitio,  a post  strong  by 
nature  and  art,  and  placed  on  its  river, 
girdled  by  the  Lumencha  and  Otoya 
hills,  we  enter  the  easily  defended 
country  which  all  the  way  up  to  Gue- 
taria  was  abandoned  to  the  Carlists  in 
1836  by  Iriarte  and  Cordova.  Ondar- 
roa,  the  “ mouth  of  sand,”  has  a snug 
but  not  a deep  port,  a decent  church 
built  on  piles,  and  a good  bridge  over 
its  river.  Now  we  quit  Vizcaya  and 
euter  Guipuzcoa.  Motrica,  tucio-tur- 
bolico,  whence  much  fish  (quere  tur- 
bot ?)  is  sent  to  Madrid,  in  the  Basque 
signifies  a hedgehog,  tricu,  which 
the  rock  is  said  to  resemble.  This 
pretty  port  is  surrounded  with  wooded 
hills  ; the  land  teems  with  fruit  and 
vines,  which  are  trellised  over  the  fish- 
ermen’s cottages.  Here  is  produced  a 
poor  red  chacoti.  In  the  church  were 
a Crucifixion,  attributed  to  Murillo, 
and  a Santa  Catherine  by  Johan  Boe- 
chorst,  1663:  inquire  for  them.  Deva 
is  charming,  and  contains  some  3000 
piscatose  souls:  here  the  orange  and 
olive  ripen.  It  was  proposed  to  make 
this  place  the  port  of  a canal,  which,  by 
means  of  the  rivers  Zadorra  and 
Ebro,  was  to  connect  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Mediterranean,  and  still  the 
sheltered  secure  bay  is  the  outport  of 
Vitoria  and  Mondragon.  The  square 
town,  with  streets  intersecting  each 
other  at  right  angles,  lies  below  the 
slope  of  the  Iciar.  It  has  two  plazas. 
The  parish  church  is  one  of  the  finest 
in  these  provinces,  and  near  it  is  the 
mansion-house  with  portico  and  clock- 
tower.  The  panorama  from  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Izarraiz  is  magnificent, 
and  the  wide  expanse  of  ocean  con- 
trasts with  the  mountain  jumble  of  the 
land.  At  Zumaya  we  cross  the  excel- 
lent salmon  and  trout  stream  Urola 
( Ur , water,  ola,  smithy,  Ferreria ), 
then  the  Oria,  which,  rising  near  the 
Puerto  San  Adrian,  finishes  its  beau- 
tiful course,  separated  by  a ridge  from 
the  basin  of  the  Deva : both  rivers  are 
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precious  to  the  angler.  Thence  to  San 
Sebastian,  rising  on  its  conical  rocky 
knoll  (see  It.  128). 

In  briefly  describing  the  route  from 
Bayonne  to  Iran,  we  refer,  for  all  de- 
tails which  do  not  touch  on  English 
or  Spanish  interests,  to  Mr.  Murray’s 
excellent  * Hand-book  for  France’  (R. 
76).  And  first  we  strongly  advise  all 
entering  Spain  for  the  first  time  to  run 
over  our  preliminary  pages. 

ROUTE  127  A. — BAYONNE  TO  IRCN. 

Bayonne Posts. 

Bidart H 

St.  Jean  de  Lut  . . . 1 \ . , 3 

Urugne.  . . . . . 2i  ..  4$ 

Irun 2 . . 6 4 

Bayonne  (hotel  de  Saint  Etienne), 
the  Basque  Bay-o-na,  “ the  good  port,” 
is  placed  on  the  Nive  and  Adour  (Ur, 
v5a>p,  Duero,  the  Sussex  Adur).  The 
strong  citadel,  fortified  by  Vauban, 
was  the  key  of  Soult’s  position  in  1814, 
and  the  scene  of  one  of  the  last  most 
murderous  and  unnecessary  conflicts 
between  the  French  and  English. 
Buonaparte’s  abdication  on  the  7th  of 
April,  1814,  was  known  to  the  san- 
guinary Soult  on  the  1 2th,  and  a sus- 
pension of  arms  had  been  proposed  by 
the  Duke  ; accordingly,  our  troops 
were  off  their  guard,  when  on  the 
14th  before  daylight  a sortie  was  made 
by  the  French,  which  was  signally 
beaten  back  ; but  this  tragical  episode 
to  the  war  cost  the  lives  of  2000  brave 
men.  Here  the  bayonet  finished  the 
work,  and  on  the  spot  where  it  was 
first  used  by  some  Basques,  who  stuck 
their  knives  in  their  muskets*  muzzles : 
now  it  is  the  English  weapon,  which 
no  foe  ever  has  dared  to  face  twice. 

In  the  old  castle  of  Bayonne,  oppo- 
site the  Prefecture,  in  1563,  did  Ca- 
therine de  Medicis,  an  Italian  Machia- 
velli,  meet  Alva,  a Spanish  man  of 
blood  and  bigotry,  and  plau  the  mas- 
sacre of  St.  Bartholomew,  which  was 
executed  Aug.  24,  1572,  to  the  joy  of 
the  Vatican  and  the  Escorial,  for  Phi- 
lip II.  never  laughed  heartily  but  that 
once. 

There  are  plenty  of  mails  and  dili- 
gences from  Bayonne  to  Burgos  and 
Madrid  ; the  traveller  reaches  Burgos 


1. BAYONNE  TO  IRUN. 

the  third  day,  as  Tolosa  and  Vitoria 
are  made  halting-places  at  night ; from 
Tolosa  others  run  to  Pamplona  and 
Zaragoza.  Those  who  are  not  hurried 
should  stop  at  Irun,  and  take  up  the 
Vitoria  road  after  making  a de'tour 
through  San  Sebastian  (R.  128).  At 
Bayonne  the  bother  of  passports  must 
be  attended  to,  from  which  no  honest 
men  are  exempt,  except  robbers  and 
smugglers.  The  document  must  be 
vised  by  the  Spanish  and  English  con- 
suls, the  latter  charging  3 francs  for 
his  permit.  Bayonne  is  quitted  by  the 
Porte  d'  Espagne : soon  to  the  1.  is  the 
Chateau  Marrac,  whose  dishonourable 
recollections  long  will  survive  those 
ruined  walls,  in  which  Buonaparte 
embraced  his  decoyed  guest  Ferdinand 
VII.,  and  then  sent  him  from  his  table 
to  a dungeon.  To  the  r.,  about  5 miles 
from  Bayonne,  is  Biaritz,  from  whose 
cliff-built  Phare  the  rocky,  iron-bound 
coast  of  hard  Iberia  looms  in  view. 
This  first  glance  of  a new  land  and 
people  relieves  the  dull  monotony  of 
the  commonplace  Landes  which  extend 
to  Bordeaux.  Now  what  a change 
awaits  those  who  love  surprises  and 
comparisons ! It  is  the  passing  into  a 
new  planet,  or  like  crossing  from 
Dover  to  Calais,  both  so  near  indeed 
to  France,  and  yet  so  widely,  so  irre- 
vocably apart  from  antipathetic  French 
ways  and  things. 

At  Bidart  the  Basque  country  is 
entered,  and  the  peasantry  are  at  least 
cognate  with  those  on  each  side  of  the 
Bidasoa,  but  theirs  is  a neutral  ground, 
and  they  are  Basques — that  is,  neither 
French  nor  Spaniards.  St.  Jean  de 
Luz — inn,  la  Poste — placed  on  the  Ni- 
velle,  like  Irun,  is  a Basque  misnomer, 
for  it  is  not  a “ city  of  light,”  but  of 
“ mud,”  and  a Lutetia,  or  lucus  a non 
lucendo.  Here,  in  16G0,  Louis  XIV. 
was  married  to  Maria  Teresa,  daughter 
of  Philip  IV. ; and  higher  up  to  the  1. 
are  the  heights  of  Ainhoue,  where, 
Nov.  10,  1813,  the  Duke  routed  Soult 
and  Foy,  driving  them  headlong  from 
their  tremendous  fortifications  and  cap- 
turing 51  cannon.  Here,  again,  the 
Duke  long  had  his  head-quarters,  win- 
ning golden  opinions  from  his  very 
foes  by  protecting  them  from  the  pluu- 
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der  not  only  of  the  Spaniards,  but  of 
their  own  countrymen.  Here  he  re- 
ceived “ repeated  intelligence  and  warn- 
ing from  the  French  I of  acts  of  treach- 
ery meditated  by  the  Spanish  11” 
(Disp.,  Jan.  13,  1814). 

Urugne,  the  last  post  station  in 
France,  is  in  the  spurs  of  the  mountain 
range  which,  called  the  Pyrenean,  ex- 
tends from  the  Mediterranean  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Miiio  in  Gallicia.  The 
French  custom-house  is  at  Behovie, 
Behohia,  a small  village  with  a poor 
inn,  la  Poste,  which  prepares  the  tra- 
veller for  a Spanish  posada.  Here  the 
baggage  of  those  coming  from  Spain  is 
severely  searched  by  the  semi-soldier  ! 
douanier,  who  thus  wages  war  in 
peace-time ; nor  are  the  persons  even 
of  ladies  always  respected ; but  on  both  j 
sides  of  the  Bidasoa  a straight  waist- 
coat seems  to  be  put  on  all  fair,  free, 
commercial  enterprise,  to  the  benefit 
of  the  smuggler  and  inconvenience  of 
the  honest  merchant  and  uncommercial 
traveller.  The  objects  most  searched 
for  are  tobacco  and  sealed  letters. 
Coined  money  is  not  allowed  to  be 
taken  out  of  Spain  ; you  may  bring 
into  it  as  much  as  you  please : remem- 
ber not  to  bring  in  bound  books,  as  the 
covers  are  liable  to  be  torn  off  in  order 
to  encourage  Spanish  binders,  the  worst 
in  Europe.  If  they  are  bound,  protect 
them  therefore  either  by  a paper  cover, 
or  with  what  is  better,  a bribe.  Beware 
of  having  anything  contraband,  and 
make  a full  declaration  of  whatever  is 
doubtful,  and  begrudge  not  a compli- 
ment to  the  well-known  politesse  of  la 
Grande  Nation , which  softens  even  a 
douanier’s  heart;  that  of  a Spanish 
resguardo  is  better  assailed  by  a dol- 
lar : at  all  events  be  patient  and  good- 
tempered,  for  these  detentions  and  scru- 
tinies, so  inexpressibly  odious  to  free- 
born Englishmen  and  the  curse  of 
continental  travelling,  cannot  be  es- 
caped and  must  be  endured.  Those 
who  proceed  from  Spain  to  Bayonne 
are  advised  to  have  their  luggage 
plombd  at  Bchobia,  paying  for  each 
package  a sous,  as  the  leaden  seal 
keeps  off  the  harpies,  like  that  of 
Solomon  did  the  devil. 

A wooden  bridge  painted  with  a 


dingy  red,  which,  although  the  colour 
of  the  guillotine,  is  a very  favourite 
one  for  shutters,  &.C.,  on  the  French  side, 
crosses  the  Bidasoa,  which  flows  like 
the  British  Channel  between  the  two 
antipathetic  nations.  The  name  means 
in  Basque  either  the  “ way  to  the  west,” 
or  vida,  “ two,”  and  osoa,  “ streams,” 
because  composed  of  two  streams  flow- 
ing one  from  Elisondo  and  the  other 
from  the  Baztan.  The  length  of  the 
Bidasoa  is  about  45  miles,  forming  for 
the  last  12  the  boundary.  In  olden 
times  Spain  claimed  not  only  the  whole 
river,  because  rising  in  Navarra,  but 
so  much  of  the  French  bank  as  its 
waters  covered  at  high  tide.  These 
questions,  long  matters  of  rivality, 
were  settled  by  the  French  republic 
and  Charles  IV.,  by  each  country  re- 
taining its  own  shore  ; and  this  spring, 
1847,  witnessed — alas  ! fallen  Spain — a 
Freuch  ship  being  taken  out  by  French 
forces  from  under  the  guns  of  Fuenter- 
rabid.  The  river  widens  below  the 
bridge  into  a tidal  rio  or  estuary,  and 
the  embouchure  is  guarded  on  the 
Spanish  side  by  Fuenterrabid,  which 
looks  strong  at  a distance,  which  it  is 
not : it  faces  Andaye,  a French  village 
celebrated  for  its  brandy.  Between 
the  bridge  and  the  sea  are  some  fords 
which  are  practicable  at  low  water, 
being  covered  at  least  1 4 feet  at  high 
tide:  these  were  made  known  to  the 
Duke  by  a Basque  fisherman,  and  thus, 
as  at  Oporto,  he  was  enabled  again  to 
surprise  and  defeat  Soult  At  the  close 
of  a thunderstorm,  Oct.  7,  1813,  our 
troops,  at  a given  signal,  wound  slowly 
like  serpents  across  the  sands,  effected 
a passage,  dashed  up  the  Montague 
d'Arrhune,  and  carried  by  sheer  daring 
the  rugged,  natural  frontier  of  France, 
which  skilful  engineers  had  been  forti- 
fying for  three  months. 

Standing  on  the  bridge  and  looking 
up  the  river  to  the  1.,  in  front  rises  the 
celebrated  hill  of  San  Marcial  (see  p. 
570),  and  on  the  flats  below  the  bridge 
are  the  wretched  huts  set  up  by  the 
Spanish  authorities  as  lazaretos,  or 
quarantine-houses,  during  the  cholera 
of  1 833.  Looking  down  the  stream  is 
an  ignoble  patch  in  the  waters,  which 
a lively  Frenchman  compares  to  a fried 
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sole,  but'  Spaniards  dignify  by  the 
name  of  la  [da  de  log  Fuisanes,  the 
island  of  pheasants,  which  are  just  as 
plentiful  here  as  phoenixes  or  birds  of 
paradise  in  the  Champs  Elysees  at 
Paris.  On  this  neutral  ground,  in 
1463,  Louis  XI.  had  an  interview  with 
Henrique  IV.  The  perfidious  award  j 
of  the  former  led  to  the  formation  of 
the  Spanish  league  and  deposition  of 
the  latter  (Prescott,  ch.  iii.).  Mariana 
(xxiii.  5)  and  Comines  (ch,  36)  have 
^iven  the  curious  details  of  this  meet- 
ing. The  mean  appearance  of  Louis 
offended  the  Spaniards,  who  always 
visit  in  grand  costume,  while  the 
French  satirically  laughed  at  the  Don’s 
Soato  ; so  the  two  kings  embraced,  and 
then,  like  the  devils  in  Asmodeus, 
hated  each  other  ever  afterwards. 
Here  again,  in  1660,  Cardinal  Maxarin 
met  Louis  de  Haro,  and  arranged  the 
marriage  between  the  daughter  of 
Philip  IV.  and  Louis  XIV.  (see  for 
details  ‘ Esp.  Sag.,’  xxxii.  1 18).  The 
singular  mutual  suspicious  and  eti- 
quette are  accurately  described  by 
Dunlop  (Memoirs,  ch.  xi.).  It  was  in 
fitting  up  the  saloon  of  conference  that 
Velazquez  sickened  of  a tertian  fever, 
of  which  he  soon  after  died  at  Madrid. 
Thus  Spain’s  greatest  artist  was  sacri- 
ficed on  the  altar  of  upholstery.  For 
the  particulars  of  his  death  see  Palo- 
mino (Mus.  Pit.  ii.  52 1 ).  This  Spanish 
Vasari  gives  us  a full-length  portrait 
of  the  magnificent  costume  worn  by 
Velazquez  on  the  occasion, who  eclipsed 
the  lords  of  the  bedchamber  as  much 
in  the  sparkle  of  his  diamonds  as  in 
the  brilliancy  of  his  intellect. 

Louis  XIV.,  le  Grand  Monarque, 
lived  to  afterwards  deprive  the  Cata- 
lonians of  their  liberties,  which  he 
then  pledged  his  honour  to  uphold,  and 
placed  his  grandson  on  the  throne  of 
Spain,  which  he  had  guaranteed  never 
to  do  at  his  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  Philip  IV.:  thus  the  weaker  king- 
dom became  locked  in  the  embrace  of 
the  stronger  one,  and  from  that  fatal 
moment  has  been  alternately  her  dupe 
or  victim.  The  Spanish  policy  of 
Louis  XIV.  has  now  become  a French 
axiom  of  state,  “ une  pensce  irnmu- 
able,”  whether  France  be  ruled  hv  a 


Bourbon  or  Buonaparte  ; whether  the 
yoke  is  to  be  placed  on  by  the  sword 
or  ring.  Foy  (ii.  211)  candidly  re- 
marks, “ La  soumisdon  absolue,  et  avec 
une  garantie  stable  de  l’Espagne, 
n’etait-elie  pas  la  consequence  naturelle 
et  necessaire  de  l’extension  de  la 
France  au-delh  des  Alpes  et  du  Rhin, 
ses  limites  naturelles  ? ” He  proceeds 
to  term  these  views  saines  et  politiques, 
as  undoubtedly  they  are  for  one  party, 
since  the  Pyrenean  boundary,  says  the 
Duke,  is  “ the  most  vulnerable  frontier 
of  France,  probably  the  only  vulnerable 
frontier”  (Disp.,  Dec.  21,  1813).  Ac- 
cordingly France  has  always  endea- 
voured to  weaken  and  denationalize 
her  neighbour,  to  dismantle  the 
Spanish  defences,  and  to  foster  insur- 
rections and  pronunciamentos  in  Cata- 
lonia ; for  Spain’s  infirmity  is  her  op- 
portunity, and  therefore  the  “ sound 
policy  ” of  England  and  the  rest'  of 
Europe  is  to  see  Spain  strong,  inde- 
pendent, and  able  to  hold  her  own 
Pyrenean  key. 

The  Bidasoa  once  crossed,  the  Basque 
provinces  are  entered,  and,  although 
they  are  cognate  with  those  on  the  r. 
bank,  yet  the  change  of  country  is 
striking.  Now,  as  on  passing  the  lines 
at  Gibraltar,  we  step  from  a highly 
organised  power  to  one  where  nothing 
is  rdglementaire,  where  nothing  is  done 
in  real  style — a lazy,  Oriental,  unbusi- 
ness, make-shift  character  pervades 
every  civil  and  military  department. 
The  authorities  seem  to  have  put  Spain 
and  Spaniards  into  our  Chancery,  such 
is  the  dilapidation  of  things  real  and 
personal. 

The  first  sight  and  welcome  of  Spain 
scarcely  will  inspire  love ; but  the 
noble  people,  and  their  wild,  racy, 
original  country  improve  on  better  ac- 
quaintance, and  the  more  as  we  advance 
into  the  sunny  Oriental  east  and  south. 
Now  you  have  quitted  France  and 
French  things,  all  around  breathes  ajo 
y Expanolismo,  mules  and  mantillas ; 
and  however  lacking  in  surface  and 
sensual  civilization,  man  is  here  the 
vigorous  plant  of  a strong  soil ; here 
he  stands  erect,  full  of  personal  dignity 
and  individual  worth  and  independ- 
ence : the  members,  indeed,  are  strong 
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in  masculine  virility  and  vitality,  al- 
though a head  be  wanting.  Yet  the 
Spanish  people  arc  still  unbroken  in 
despite  of  Austrian  and  Bourbon,  who 
have  failed  to  dwarf  their  high  spirit 
and  character,  and  sacrifice  their 
worth,  valour,  and  intelligence  to  ad- 
vance the  personal  intrigues  of  un- 
worthy rulers  in  church,  camp,  and 
cabinet. 

IRUN,  the  first  Spanish  town,  rises 
conspicuously  in  front  on  its  hill ; the 
Posada  de  las  Diligencias  is  decent, 
and  Ramon,  “ mine  host,”  obliging. 
As  he  combines  also  a little  coach- 
office  managing  with  “ neat  accom- 
modation for  travellers,”  conciliate 
him  with  a cigar,  and  consult  with 
him  as  to  getting  on  to  Burgos,  having 
made  the  tour  to  Tolosa  via,  San  Se- 
bastian. 

I run,  Irunia,  signifies  in  Basque  the 
“good  town;”  but  to  speak  in  truth, 
and  not  in  irony,  this  is  but  a bad  and 
good-for-nothing  place,  peopled  with 
some  4000  paupers,  who  live  on  the 
crumbs  of  those  who  come  and  those 
who  depart;  placed,  however,  at  the 
entrance  of  Spain,  and  on  the  high 
road  to  Madrid,  it  at  least  is  a good 
coach  town,  and  means  of  escape  are 
plentiful.  Few  travellers  remain  here 
long ; they  are  either  in  a hurry  to  get 
into  the  Castiles,  or  in  a far  greater 
hurry  to  get  out  again.  Mails  and 
diligences  start  for  Madrid  by  Vitoria 
(R.  121),  and  thence  by  Burgos  (R. 
119)  or  Valladolid  (R.  79),  which  we 
strongly  recommend  as  the  most  interest- 
ing line ; to  Pamplona  (R.  141),  and 
hence  by  Tudela  (R.  135)  to  Zara- 
goza, from  whence  diligences  run  to 
Barcelona  (R.  129).  Another  mode  of 
reaching  the  capital  of  Aragon  is  by 
the  diligence  to  Tudela,  which  branches 
off  at  Tolosa  (R.  121),  in  about  eleven 
hours,  and  then  passes  on  to  Pam- 
plona (R.  138)  and  to  Tudela  (R.  135). 

Those  going  to  Madrid,  who  are  not 
pressed  for  time,  are  recommended,  in- 
stead of  pursuing  the  direct  but  dull 
diligence  line  through  Burgos  and 
I.erma,  first  to  visit  San  Sebastian 
(R.  128),  and  branch  off  from  Burgos 
(R.  79)  to  Vallatlolid,  and  thence  by 
Segovia  and  the  Escorial  to  the  capital. 


The  military  man,  while  his  first 
puchero  is  stewing  at  Iran,  may  walk 
out  to  the  hill  of  San  Marcial,  the 
site  of  noble  deeds  of  Spanish  arms. 
Seated  on  the  knoll  near  the  her- 
mitage, a stone  covers  the  ashes  of  the 
brave  who  died  here ; and  a cannon 
on  the  anniversary  fires  salvos  in  their 
honour,  sounds  uupleasing  to  the 
echoes  of  opposed  heights.  The  hill 
is  so  called  after  an  obscure  saint,  on 
whose  day,  in  1522,  Beltran  de  la 
Cueva  here  defeated  the  French  under 
Bonnivet,  who  had  invaded  Spain,  in 
the  hopes  of  reversing  their  previous 
disasters  at  Logroiio ; and  now,  Aug. 
30,  1813,  Soult,  making  an  ill-con- 
ceived, ill-executed,  but  desperate  at- 
tempt to  relieve  San  Sebastian,  ordered 
Reille  to  cross  the.  Bidasoa  and  attack 
the  Spaniards,  who,  under  the  nominal 
command  of  Freire,  were  posted  on 
San  Marcial.  At  that  moment  the 
Duke  rode  up,  and  his  presence  pro- 
duced the  cheering  influence  which 
that  of  Hercules  and  Santiago  did  in 
olden  times  (see  Zubiri).  Now  the 
Spaniards  felt  that  they  were  wor- 
thily commanded,  and  worthily  did 
they  do  their  duty,  proving  to  Europe 
that  those  qualities  yet  remained  un- 
injured which  once  rendered  their 
infantry  the  terror  of  the  world. 
Eighteen  thousand  French  scaled  the 
Monte  de  los  Lobos ; but  now  12,000 
Merinos,  who  knew  that  the  shepherd 
was  near,  turned  upon  the  wolves, 
charging  them  manfully  with  the 

bayonet,  and  driving  them  back  head- 
long. “ Their  conduct,”  says  the 

Duke,  “ was  equal  to  that  of  any 
troops  I have  ever  seen  engaged.” 

Every  repeated  French  ‘‘attack  was 

defeated  with  the  same  gallantry  and 
determination.”  Thus  the  last  battle 
fought  on  the  soil  of  Spain,  like  Bailen, 
one  of  the  first,  added  a laurel  to  the 
national  chaplet;  and  to  these,  the 
Alpha  and  Omega  of  the  Peninsular 
war,  the  Spanish  annalists  turn 
proudly,  nor  let  any  one  begrudge 
their  well-earned  glory.  To  these  two 
days  their  Maldonados  mainly  ascribe 
the  deliverance  of  their  country  and  of 
Europe  eventually,  and  small  is  the 
meution  made  of  the  ally  who  did  the 
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intervening  work ; nor  does  Mellado 
even  allude  to  the  English  at  San 
Marcial  here.  Freire  is  the  Spanish 
od  of  war,  and  here  Nosotros  alone 
uttered  the  eagles  of  Austerlitz ; but 
how  stands  the  truth  ? The  Spaniards, 
says  the  Duke,  were  “ supported  and 
protected”  by  the  British  on  all  sides; 
the  first  division,  under  Lord  Aylmer, 
was  between  them  and  Irun,  two 
brigades  of  the  4th  division,  under 
Cole,  were  to  their  r.,  while  the  7 th 
division,  under  Inglis,  was  close  at 
hand.  The  Spaniards  “ were  a little 
desirous  of  being  relieved  towards  the 
end  of  the  day,  but  I saw  that  the 
enemy  were  done,  and  I would  not 
relieve  them"  (Disp.,  Sept.  3,  1813). 
Venit,  vidit,  vicit;  for  this  pobrecito 
Freire  never  won  a battle  before  or 
after,  while  he  had  taken  a leading 
part  in  almost  every  flight  and  dis- 
grace (see  Index).  The  French  repulse 
was  most  complete.  Soult,  attended 
by  our  lil>eller  Foy,  beheld  the  rout 
from  tire  opposite  hall  of  Louis  XIV.; 
while  the  conflict  was  going  on,  the 
Bidasoa  most  patriotically  swelled  its 
waters,  and  thus  rendered  a refording 
impossible.  The  beaten,  heart  and 
foot  sore  foe  had  to  retreat  round  by 
the  bridge  of  Vera,  and  there  must 
have  been  cut  off  to  a man,  had 
Skerret,  instead  of  remaining  half  a 
mile  off  and  inactive,  listened  to  the 
repeated  entreaties  of  a hand  fill  of  our 
rifle? to  be  reinforced  (Napier,  xx.  3). 

And  as  the  boundaries  of  France 
and  Spain  lie  at  our  feet  like  an 
opened  map,  how  recollections  crowd 
on  the  memory;  how  many  spirit- 
stirring  events  have  disturbed  the 
repose  of  the  now  quiet  scene;  how 
much  blood  of  the  brave  has  dyed  that 
clear  stream  which  now  winds  peace- 
fully to  the  ocean ! 

Princely  forms  and  belted  knights 
come  and  depart  like  shadows : there 
slouches  the  mean  false  Bourbon  Louis 
XI.,  cheating  with  sombre  smile  his 
gorgeous  silly  dupe  the  impotent  Hen- 
rique  IV. ; next  passes  Francis  I., 
model  of  French  chivalry — he  who  at 
Pavia  lost  all  save  honour;  slowly  he 
treads  that  bridge,  and  now,  on  touch- 
ing again  the  “ sacred  soil  ” of  France, 


gathers  strength,  like  Antans,  and, 
shaking  off  the  prison-dust  of  hard 
Iberia,  gallops  furiously  away,  ex- 
claiming, “ I am  yet  a king  1”  but  his 
second  thought  is  how  soonest  he  can 
break  his  plighted  word ; nor  is  a 
Clement  VII.  wanting  to  sanctify  dis- 
honour by  absolving  the  obligation  of 
a royal  oath. 

Next  advances  the  stately  Louis 
XIV'.,  in  the  opening  pride  of  a mag- 
nificent monarchy,  of  which  he  was 
the  impersonation ; with  love  and 
pledges  on  his  lips,  ambition  and  per- 
fidy in  his  heart,  he  accepts  the 
daughter  of  Philip  IV.  for  his  bride, 
soon  to  rob  her  country  of  liberty  and 
crown;  but  the  avenger  is  at  hand; 
now  a usurper  greater  than  he  sits  on 
the  ruins  of  the  Bourbon  throne,  and 
grudges  to  the  descendant  of  le  Grand 
Monarque  the  sceptre  of  Spain : that 
prize  of  French  fraud  is  again  seized 
by  French  treachery  ; Ferdinand, 
lured  by  Savary,  crosses  this  Rubicon 
April  20,  1808,  welcomed  by  Buona- 
parte (who,  like  a viper,  could  only 
proceed  by  a tortuous  career)  with  a 
Judas  kiss,  and  dismissed,  having 
tasted  his  salt,  a prisoner  and  un- 
kinged. And  now  across  that  narrow 
and  creaking  bridge  legions  press  on 
legions  with  dense  ana  heavy  tread. 
How  brilliant,  this,  the  most  spleudid 
soldiery  on  earth,  save  that  by  whom 
it  was  driven  back : how  few  destined 
ever  to  return  to  their  beloved  France ! 
The  war,  begun  with  perfidy  and 
carried  out  with  terror,  was,  in  the 
words  of  the  French  themselves,  a 
source  of  making  fortunes  to  the  ge- 
nerals, of  misery  to  the  officers,  and  a 
grave  to  the  poor  soldier.  Arguelles 
(‘  Hist.’  ii.  367)  has  demonstrated 
from  official  statements,  that  549,750 
Frenchmen  entered  from  Irun  alone, 
of  whom  only  236,555  came  out: 
while  the  loss  on  the  Catalonian  side 
exceeded  160,000.  The  first  legious 
were  led  across  the  Bidasoa  Oct.  18, 
1808,  by  Generals  Laborde  and  our 
libeller  M.  Foy,  who  were  the  first  to 
meet  the  English  and  defeat  at  Roleia, 
while  by  a poetical  justice  this  iden- 
tical Foy  was  the  first  to  run  and 
escape  to  France,  Oct.  17, 1813,  when 
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Vitoria  had  consummated  a career  of 
uninterrupted  victory  ; then,  as  Napier 
says,  thousands  of  the  finest  and 
bravest  troops  in  the  world  fled  like 
sheep  before  the  wolf ; say  rather  from 
that  leopard  which  their  Massenas 
boasted  they  would  drown  in  the  sea, 
provided  it  would  dare  to  await  their 
approach.  And  how  trifling  were  the 
means  by  which  this  glorious  result 
was  obtained  I “ By  having  kept  about 
30,000  men  in  the  Peninsula,  the 
British  government  gave  for  five  years 
employment  to  at  least  200,000  French 
troops  of  the  best  Napoleon  had  ; for 
it  is  ridiculous  to  suppose  that  either 
the  Spaniards  or  the  Portuguese  could 
have  resisted  one  moment  if  the  British 
force  had  been  withdrawn”  (Disp., 
Dec.  21,  1813).  The  “same  who 
fought  at  Vimiero  and  Talavera  fought 
also  at  Sorauren”  (Disp.  Aug.  23, 
1812).  Neither  was  he  adequately 
supported  by  all  the  “ Or  et  Marine  ” 
of  England,  or  the  “ patriotismo  in- 
vencible”  of  Spain,  since  the  “service 
was  stinted  and  starved  ” on  land  by 
Lord  Bathurst,  while  the  French,  cre- 
dite  posteri!  were  left  by  Lord  Mel- 
ville masters  by  sea  of  the  Basque 
coast,  and  the  “conduct  of  the  Spa- 
niards was  terrible”  (Disp.  Feb.  7, 

1 814).  He  in  himself  supplied  the  de- 
ficiencies of  others,  were  they  wilful 
or  forced;  he  husbanded  his  “ hand- 
ful of  brave  men,”  which  “ struggled 
through  its  difficulties  for  nearly  six 
years”  (Disp.,  April  7,  1814).  He 
was  chary  of  them  as  of  his  children ; 
thus,  while  Frederick  the  Great  calcu- 
lated the  loss  in  every  army  during 
each  campaign  at  one-third  of  its 
numbers,  the  average  loss  of  the  Duke 
did  not  exceed  a sixth — see  even  Foy 
(i.  315),  a notorious  calumniator  of 
our  general  and  soldiers — and  this 
against  an  enemy  “ every  one  of  whose 
generals  was  prodigal  of  men  ” (Disp., 
Aug.  23,  1813);  and  truly  and  sadly 
has  Foy  remarked  (i.  58)  that  the 
field  of  battle  was  the  natural  death- 
bed of  the  French  conscript.  Buona- 
parte's murderous  strategies  consisted 
either  in  “ En  avant,  mes  colonnes,” 
or  in  rapidity  backed  by  numerical 
superiority  ; lie  fought  at  the  rate  of 


10,000  men  per  day.  “ Vaincre,  et 
trouver  des  iustrumens  de  victoire, 
e'tait,”  says  Foy  (i.  157),  “le  travail 
de  sa  vie,"  and  the  travail  and  death 
to  millions.  Yet,  so  long  as  wounds 
were  hidden  under  laurels,  and  the 
groans  of  dying  drowned  in  shouts  of 
victory,  France  grudged  not  her  va- 
lorous children  to  the  altar  of  her 
Moloch,  military  glory  ; and  how  much 
greater  is  the  glory  of  him  who, 
thwarted  at  home  and  abroad,  opened 
with  his  handful  of  men  a campaign 
on  the  most  western  rock  of  Europe  ; 
and  then  proceeded,  in  a steady  ad- 
vance of  uninterrupted  triumph,  to 
crush  marshal  after  marshal,  the 
bravest  of  the  brave,  to  rout  armies 
after  armies  the  previous  conquerors 
of  the  world,  until  he  perfected  the 
good  work  by  annihilating  their 
mighty  master  himself,  and  planting 
the  red  banner  of  St.  George  on  the 
captured  walls  of  Imperial  Paris  ! then 
indeed,  having  cropped  all  their  large 
honours  to  make  a garland  for  his 
brows  and  given  peace  to  the  world, 
he  exchanged  for  a civil  wand  a sword 
untarnished  by  cold  bloodshed  or 
pillage. 

Those  going  to  Madrid,  who  have 
leisure  and  wish  to  see  San  Sebastian, 
will  secure  their  places  beforehand  in 
the  diligence  for  Burgos,  to  be  taken 
up  at  Tolosa,  allowing  three  days  for 
the  excursion. 

ROUTE  128. — IRUN  TO  SAN  SEBAS- 
TIAN AND  TOLOSA. 

Fuentarrabii. 

Lezo. 

Renteria. 

Pasairea. 


San  Sebastian  . . . 

. 

Orio 

. 2 .. 

fit 

ZumavA  .... 

. 2 .. 

fit 

Azpeitia  .... 

. .3  .. 
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Tolosa 

. 4 .. 

l&t 

A new  road  is  making  from  /run, 
which  is  to  pass  through  Henteria  and 
San  Sebastian,  and  then  join  the  high- 
way to  Madrid  at  Andoain  ; thus  all 
the  severe  hills  of  Urnieta,  Ernani, 
and  Oyarzun  will  be  avoided,  and  at 
least  two  hours  saved.  There  is  a 
diligence  to  San  Sebastian,  or  ladies 
may  ride  this  tour  en  cacolet,  on  quiet 
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and  prudent  donkeys  ; there  is  a direct 
road  by  Renteria , but  a dc'tour  may  be 
made  to  Fuenterrabid,  a name  cor- 
rupted from  the  Latin.-  Fonsrapidus, 
■which  rises  on  the  swift  Bidasoa,  is 
three  short  miles  from  Irun  : here 
Milton  placed,  somewhat  ungeogra- 
phically,  the  “ dolorous  rout  ” of 
Charlemagne  ; yet,  such  is  the  gilding 
power  of  genius,  that  his  chance  ex- 
pression confers  on  obscure  sites  an 
undying  interest,  and  this  Fuenterrabid 
rivals  Vallombrosa.  In  itself  it  is  a 
miserable  dilapidated  spot,  although 
termed,  by  a grandiloquent  misnomer, 
a “ city,"  while  the  four  quartering^ 
bear  an  angel  holding  a key,  a whale, 
and  two  syrens,  a castle  between  two 
stars,  which  were  bestowed  by  Philip 
IV.  in  1638,  when  the  Prince  de  Conde 
was  here  repulsed  by  the  admiral  of 
Castile:  consult*  Sitioy  Socorro,’  Pala- 
fox  y Mendoza,  4to.  Madrid,  1639,  and 

1793. 

This  then  important  key  was  under 
the  especial  protection  of  the  Virgin 
of  Guadalupe ; but  the  French,  in 

1794,  completely  dismantled  the  place. 
The  Fuenterrabians  begrudged  during 
winter-time  even  lodging  to  our  sick ; 
nay,  the  authorities  wished  to  take 
away  even  the  hard  boards  on  which 
our  disabled  were  stretched ; and 
these,  said  the  Duke,  “ are  the  people 
to  whom  we  have  given  medicines, 
&c.,  whose  wounded  and  sick  we  have 
taken  into  our  hospitals,  and  to  whom 
we  have  rendered  every  service  in  our 
power,  after  having  recovered  their 
country  from  the  enemy  1 ” (‘  Disp.’ 
Nov.  ‘27,  1813.) 

Riding  along  the  coast  about  5 
miles  over  a wild,  shaggy,  scrubby 
country,  with  patches  of  maize,  is  Lezo, 
situated  under  the  Jaizquivel,  on  what 
nature  had  scooped  out  as  a port,  but 
whjch'man’s  neglect  has  allowed  to  be 
choked  up.  It  once  was  a celebrated 
dockyard,  and  still  possesses  a Santo 
Cristo,  an  image  to  which  a grand  pil- 
grimage is  made  every  Sept.  16,  which 
all  travellers  in  this  part  of  the  world 
at  that  time  should  join,  in  order  to  see 
Basque  costume  and  manners.  Renteria, 
distant  about  \ L.  with  a population  of 
1600,  is  placed  on  its  stream,  which, 


running  down  from  the  valley  of 
Oyarzun,  disembogues  into  the  bay  of 
I’asages : the  once  excellent  port  has 
from  carelessness  been  much  injured 
by  deposits : the  deep  land-locked  bay 
is  one  of  the  best  harbours  on  this 
I rock-bound  coast ; the  narrow  entrance 
I is  defended  by  the  Arando  grande  and 
chico ; when  once  inside,  ships  ride 
safely : the  bay  narrows  at  la  Punta 
de  las  Cruzes,  opposite  to  which  is  the 
castle  de  Santa  Isabel ; the  anchorage 
between  them  is  good ; higher  up  the 
water  gets  shallow.  Those  pressed 
for  time  may  leave  Lezo  and  Renteria 
to  the  1.,  and  cross  over  from  I’asages, 
and  so  either  by  the  coast  or  by  Her- 
rera to  San  Sebastian.  During  the 
Carlist  struggle  the  opposing  lines 
closely  approached  each  other : the 
Christino,  or  Ametzas  barrier,  ran 
from  Pasages  to  Alza,  joining  the 
Ayete  lines  below  Loyola,  and  ending 
S.  of  San  Sebastian  ; those  of  the  Carl- 
ists  began  at  Renteria,  included  the 
fort  of  San  Marco,  came  down  to  the 
Urumea,  and  then  crested  heights  to 
Oriamendi,  with  Hernani  behind. 
San  Sebastian  was  gallantly  saved,  Dec. 
13,  1836,  from  the  Carlists  by  Col. 
Arbuthnot  and  the  Legion,  without 
whom  it  must  have  fallen,  for  “ not  a 
piece  of  artillery  there  was  fit  for 
service,”  although  a year’s  time  had 
been  given  to  the  Spanish  authorities 
to  prepare  their  defences. 

The  town  of  San  Sebastian  is  built  on 
an  isthmus  under  the  conical  hill  Urgull 
or  Orgollo,  which  rises  some  400  ft 
above  the  sea,  and  is  crowned  by  the 
niota  or  castle ; the  place  is  isolated  by 
the  tidal  river  Urumea,  up  which  salmon 
run : the  marisma,  or  marshes,  are 
partly  flooded  at  high  water,  except 
the  chgfrcs,  or  sand-knolls  ; the  winter 
wild-fowl  shooting  is  excellent.  San 
Sebastian  is  the  Brighton  of  Madrid, 
and  much  frequented  for  sea-bathing ; 
then  small  huts  are  run  up  made  of 
reeds,  cahas,  which  do  the  service  of 
machines,  and,  as  they  have  a tent-like 
look,  are  called  el  campamento : when 
the  tide  is  in,  San  Sebastian  seems  to 
rise  out  of  the  sea : the  Urumea  is 
crossed  either  by  its  long  wooden 
bridge,  which  is  to  be  replaced  by  one 
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of  stone,  or  in  boats,  which  are  rowed 
by  women,  supposing  the  feminine 
gender  can  be  given  to  such  amphi- 
bious fish-fags.  The  posadas  are 
good ; the  best  are  those  of  Monsieur 
Lafitte,  Parador  Peal,  Posada  de 
Santa  Isabel,  and  a new  one  also  is 
building,  now  perhaps  built,  outside 
the  town,  near  the  bathing-tents,  el 
campamento.  San  Sebastian  used  to 
be  the  capital  of  its  province;  now 
Tolosa  has  been  substituted,  and  mu- 
tual hatred  is  the  consequence ; the 
town  is  modern,  the  older  one  having 
been  almost  destroyed  during  the  war, 
but  has  since  risen  like  a phoenix  from 
its  ashes,  and  was  built  on  a regular 
rectangular  plan,  which  is  more  con- 
venient than  picturesque ; the  lofty  and 
uniform  houses  with  balconies  look 
rather  un-Spanish:  the  plaza,  how- 
ever, with  its  shops  and  arcades,  is 
handsome ; the  town  is  the  residence 
of  local  authorities,  and  has  a theatre ; 
population  about  10,000,  and  mercan- 
tile : there  is  little  to  be  seen : the 
citadel  is  an  irregular  fortress,  with 
five  fronts.  The  tombs  of  several 
Englishmen  who  fell  here  are  at  the 
back  of  the  rock.  The  partido  of  San 
Sebastian  is  a jumble  of  hill  and  vale; 
the  Arrobi,  or  Iqueldo,  rises  some  3100 
ft.  high,  and  commands  a panorama 
over  the  ocean  and  sandy  landes  of 
France:  the  hills  are  somewhat  de- 
nuded on  the  sea-side,  but  inland  are 
clothed  with  oak,  chesnut,  walnut,  and 
aromatic  underwood ; a bad  chacoli  is 
made  in  sheltered  localites,  and  a 
better  cider : the  apple  papandiy'a  is 
excellent,  the  sea-fish  delicious,  abun- 
dant, and  cheap ; fishing,  indeed,  is  the 
occupation  of  the  poorer  classes. 

San  Sebastian  is  memorable  for  its 
sieges  and  libels.  It  was  obtained  in 
March,  1808,  by  Thevenot,  when  the 
French  got  in  under  false  pretences  as 
at  Pamplona  and  elsewhere  ; they  held 
it  during  the  war.  In  1813  it  was 
garrisoned  by  3000  French  veterans 
under  Gen.  Key,  and  the  Duke,  from 
the  usual  neglect  of  our  “ archmedi- 
ocrity ” ministers,  was  again  left  to  sue 
the  place  in  forma  pauperis,  as  at 
Badajoz  and  Burgos.  In  spite  of  re- 
peated applications  to  Lord  Bathurst, 


he  waited  from  July  25th  to  August 
26th  for  want  of  means  even  to  com- 
mence operations,  during  which  time 
the  active  enemy  strengthened  their 
defences,  being  supplied  from  France 
by  sea!  (‘ Disp.’  Aug.  11,  1S13).  In 
vain  the  Duke  had  warned  Lord  Mel- 
ville, “ under  whose  fatal  rule,”  says 
Napier,  “ the  navy  of  England  was 
first  exposed  to  defeat,  and  who  now 
did  his  best  to  ensure  a similar  misfor- 
tune to  the  army:”  read  the  heart- 
burning correspondence  from  Lesaea, 
especially  of  the  19th,  20th,  and  21st 
of  August : and  to  make  matters  worse, 
Graham,  to  whom  the  siege  was  in- 
trusted, neglected  the  advice  of  Sir  C. 
Felix  Smith,  the  defender  of  Tar i fa, 
and  of  Sir  Rd.  Fletcher,  the  Vauban 
of  the  Torres  Vedras,  who  soon  was 
killed  here.  Graham  having  failed  in 
a night  attack,  Aug.  24,  the  Duke  was 
forced  to  come  in  person  to  set  matters 
right,  although  thereby  he  was  obliged 
to  leave  Pamplona  exposed  to  be  re- 
lieved by  Soult,  which  was  all  but 
effected : the  Duke’s  arrival  was,  as 
usual,  the  omen  of  victory : now  the 
town  was  assaulted  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  at  first,  from  the  chofres,  and  was 
taken  Aug.  31 ; the  French  after  a most 
gallaut  defence  retired  to  the  upper 
citadel,  on  which,  by  the  almost  super- 
human efforts  of  the  engineers,  backed 
by  the  blue-jackets,  guns  were  brought 
to  bear,  and  it  surrendered  Sept.  9th, 
two-thirds  of  the  valorous  garrison 
having  perished,  while  nearly  5000 
English  troops  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  spirited  conduct  of  Rey  was 
stained  by  his  unmanly  behaviour  to 
women  and  prisoners  (Southey,  44), 
and  he  forced  the  English,  “ contrary 
to  all  the  rules  of  war”  (the  Duke),  to 
labour  at  the  works  sans  blindages,  and 
at  points  the  most  exposed  to  their  own 
countrymen’s  fire  ; “ of  such  conduct,” 
said  the  Duke,  “ I have  never  heard  ” 
(Disp.,  Sept  3rd,  5th,  1813).  Shn 
Sebastian  was  sacked  by  the  captors 
according  to  all  the  usages  of  war,  and 
such  ever  is  the  sad  fate  of  all  places 
taken  by  storm.  This  event,  which 
gave  infinite  sorrow  and  disgust  to  the 
Duke,  is  now  made  a standing  libel 
against  the  English,  as  the  xefe  politico 
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of  San  Sebastian,  one  Conde  de  Villa 
Fuentes,  accused  our  officers  of  pur- 
posely burning  the  town  because  it 
traded  with  France,  as  if  this  paltry 
beggarly  Basque  port  could  excite  the 
jealousy  of  the  masters  of  the  world’s 
commerce.  This  gentleman  next  called 
on  the  Spaniards  to  revenge  themselves  ! 
but  however  rude  the  Basque  may  be 
in  forging  his  native  iron,  few  excel 
him  in  “ forging  lies,”  either  in  favour 
of  himself  or  in  disparagement  of 
others.  These  infamous  falsehoods 
were  printed  by  O’Donoju,  the  war 
minister  at  Cadiz,  in  his  anti-English 
paper  el  Duende ; thereupon  the  £>uke 
called  the  Regency  to  account,  who 
formally  contradicted  the  libel  in  their 
official  gazette  of  Oct.  20th,  1813. 
This  man,  sprung  from  a refugee 
Irish  Catholic  family,  was  aide-de- 
camp  to  Godoy  and  then  to  Cuesta, 
and,  although  he  rose  higher  from 
British  protection  (Schep.  iii.  100), 
repaid  his  patrons  by  bitter  anti- 
English  ingratitude,  insomuch  that 
the  quiet  Duke  talked  of  him  as  the 
“ greatest  of  all  blackguards  ” (Disp., 
Nov.  19th,  1813).  The  truth,  the 
whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth,  is  recorded  in  the  Duke’s  letters 
(Disp.,  Oct.  9th,  23rd,  and  Nov.  2nd, 
1813).  These  our  unfair  inveterate 
calumniators  never  quote,  while  they 
continue  to  repeat  every  refuted  false- 
hood ad. nauseam.  Even  the  Duke’s 
iron-nerved  temper  gave  way,  although 
he  had  taken  no  more  notice  of  angry 
words  hitherto  than  the  man  in  the 
moon  does  of  the  swelling  tides  or 
Shakspere’s  cliff  of  the  chattering 
choughs.  Being  accustomed  in  regard 
to  himself  to  repose  on  the  pedestal  of 
his  own  glory  and  good  conscience,  he 
intertwined  these  paper  inventions  of 
the  worsted  enemy  amid  his  victorious 
laurels,  and  trusted  to  time,  which  re- 
veals everything ; yet  now,  stung  by 
the  vermin  who  attacked  his  officers, 
his  indignation  was  such  “ that,  if  he 
were  to  direct,  he  would  not  have  kept 
the  army  in  Spain  for  an  hour.” 

How  stand  real  facts  ? San  Sebastian 
was  set  on  fire  by  the  French  July  22nd, 
as  is  admitted  by  Hey  in  his  own  dis- 
patch, and  it  was  done  for  the  express 
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purpose  of  annoying  the  English  by 
preventing  their  progress,  which  it  did, 
and  many  of  our  soldiers  were  actually 
shot  by  the  Basque  townsfolk  while 
extinguishing  those  very  flames  which 
they  are  now  accused  of  having  lighted. 
The  text  furnished  by  Buonaparte,  a 
man  who  abhorred  terrorism  and  false- 
hood, ran  thus:  “ Les  Anglais  com- 
mettent  des  horreurs  dont  les  annales 
de  la  guerre  offrent  peu  d’exemples, 
et  dont  eette  nation  barbare  itait  seule 
capable  dans  un  siecle  de  civilisation  ” 
((Euv.  de  Buon.,  i.  116).  These  be 
hard  words,  Master  Pistol,  and  scarcely 
civil  without  being  true ; nevertheless 
the  so-called  historians  on  both  sides 
of  the  Pyrenees  who  write,  as  regards 
England,  so  much  in  hate  aud  so  little 
in  honour,  took  up  this  imperial  thema 
with  variations,  or,  to  use  one  of  the 
truthful  Duke’s  straightforward  facts, 
with  “ an  improvement  of  the  lies  even 
of  the  Moniteur’’  (Disp.,  Sept.  16th, 
1813);  and  to  this  day  they  are  wanned 
up  by  those  very  candid  persons  who 
befoul  their  English  nests  to  conciliate 
the  disciples  of  Voltaire  and  revolu- 
tionary terrorism : these,  forsooth,  are 
unusual  atrocities  when  British  troops 
are  concerned,  but  only  des  horreurs 
inevitables  when  perpetrated  by  Buo- 
napartists.  But  the  English  generals 
everywhere  repressed  these  outrages, 
and  so  tender  was  the  Duke  of  Spanish 
cities,  that  he  never  used  mortars  ex- 
cept when  it  could  not  be  helped  (Disp., 
July  30,  1813),  whereas  the  invaders, 
to  quote  another  of  their  conqueror’s 
quiet  truthful  expressions,  everywhere 
and  invariably  “committed  horrors 
until  then  unheard  of”  (Disp.,  Nov. 
22nd,  1812),  and  particularly  with  the 
bomb,  as  Spain  in  ruins  still  testifies. 
Southey  (ch.  44)  has  with  an  eloquent 
indignation  refuted  these  libels,  and 
demonstrated  the  terrific  atrocities  ha- 
bitually perpetrated  by  our  calumnia- 
tors, those  plundering,  butchering,  bul- 
letin-forging Victorsn  la  Medellin.  Our 
general,  brave  as  merciful,  wept  like 
Scipio  at  burning  cities ; and,  from  his 
not  rejoicing  like  a Nero  in  the  “ beauty 
of  the  fire,”  our  libeller  Foy  accuses 
him  and  his  troops  of  a dull  insensibility 
to  the  “ sublimity  of  destruction’’  (see 
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I.^rida  and  Manresa,  Ucles,  Cuenca,  being  pleasantly  placed  under  the 
Coria,  Rioseco,  Tarragona,  et  passim),  j heights,  with  a fertile  plain  in  front. 
Quitting  these  sad  scenes,  lies,  and  exactly  suited  an  order  which  never 
libels,  and  taking  the  road  to  Zurnaya,  was  known  to  found  a convent  in  a 
we  ascend  the  clear  picturesque  Urola,  barren  ground.  The  santuario  was 
the  “water  of  smithies,"  which  flows  founded  in  1671  by  Mariana  of  Aus- 
through  the  delicious  green  valley  of  tria,  from  designs  of  Carlo  Fontana, 
Loyola,  about  1 short  L.  from  Azpeitia.  a Roman  architect.  The  edifice  is  now 
At  the  head  of  the  valley  are  the  ferru-  unteuanted,  excepting  by  a chaplain 
ginous  baths  of  Cestona,  which  are  who  shows  it  to  visitors.  The  church 
much  frequented  from  June  to  Sep-  is  handsome,  and  enriched  with  jaspers 
tember;  the  accommodations  are  tole-  from  the  hill  Izanaiz,  “ the  rock  the 
rable,  and  the  building  will  take  in  cimborio  or  cupola  supported  by  pil- 
140  persons;  the  warm  water  is  con-  lars  is  very  elegant:  observe  the  mar- 
veyed  into  stone  basins,  which  are  sunk  bles  and  mosaics.  The  entrance-hall 
in 'bathing  chambers  or  alcoves.  to  the  monastery  is  noble,  and  the 

There  is  a steamer  runs  from  San  double  corridor  beyond  handsome ; in 
Sebastian  to  La  Ceste  in  France,  which  a large  low  room  up  stairs  is  the  spot 
communicates  with  Bordeaux  by  rail,  where  San  Ignacio  was  bom  in  1491, 
Azpeitia  is  pleasantly  situated  amid  and  it  is  now  encased  and  venerated, 
its  gardens,  under  the  hill  Izanaiz  ; like  the  house  of  the  Virgin,  which 
population  4500.  It  is  a walled  place  angels  moved  from  Palestine  to  Loretto. 
and  has  four  gates ; the  Doric  facade  The  chapel  in  which  Loyola  recovered 
of  the  church  San  Sebastian  was  planned  from  his  wounds  received  at  the  siege 
in  1767  by  Ventura  Rodriguez,  and  the  of  Pamplona  is  divided  by  a reja,  and 
heavy  statue  of  the  tutelar  was  carved  is  ornamented  with  bold  carvings, 
by  one  Pedro  Michel,  who  was  no  An-  some  gilt  and  painted,  which  illustrate 
gelo.  Make  an  excursion  to  the  Fun - subjects  in  his  life. 
dicion  de  Iraeta  and  visit  the  iron-  From  Azpeitia  to  Tolosa  is  a 
works,  also  to  the  baths  at  Cestona ; charming  pastoral,  Swiss-like  ride, 
but  the  marvel  of  the  locality  is  the  especially  the  last  four  or  five  miles 
large  Jesuit  college,  which  was  built  among  the  hills,  wild  woods,  and  long- 
out  of  the  residence  formerly  belonging  leaved  chesnuts. 
to  the  family  of  Iguacio  Loyola,  and, 
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The  warm  months  are  the  best  periods  for  visiting  Arragon,  and  especially  the  Pyrenean 
districts.  Zaragora,  Huesca,  and  Route  134  are  the  objects  of  chief  interest. 


El  Reino  de  Aragon. — The  kingdom  of  Arragon,  once  a separate  and  inde- 
pendent state,  was,  Castile  alone  excepted,  the  most  warlike  and  powerful 
one  in  the  Peninsula.  It  extends  in  length  about  140  miles  E.  to  W,  and 
about  200  miles  N.  and  S.,  and  is  encompassed  by  mountains  on  all  sides 
— viz.  the  Pyrenees,  the  Sierras  of  Morelia,  Albarracin,  Molina,  and  Soria. 
The  Ebro,  which  might  be  made  navigable,  flows  through  the  central  basin, 
N.W.  to  S.E.,  and  divides  the  kingdom  almost  equally.  The  climate  varies  ac- 
cording to  locality  and  elevation : generally  speaking,  the  province,  from  being 
so  exposed  to  mountains,  is  much  wind-blown  ; thus  the  plains  over  which  the 
cutting  blasts  descend  from  the  Moncayo  are  most  miserable.  The  chief  winds 
are  El  Cierzo,  the  N.W.,  El  Bochomo,  the  S.E.,  both  of  which  are  keen  and 
cold,  while  El  Faqueno,  the  W.  (Favonius),  brings  showers,  warmth,  and  fer- 
tility. The  vegetable  productions  are  varied,  as  the  soil  ranges  from  the  snow- 
capt  mountain  to  the  sunny  plain  under  the  latitude  41.  The  botany  and  Flora 
of  the  Spanish  Pyrenees,  as  well  as  the  natural  history,  geology,  and  mineralogy, 
have  yet  to  be  properly  investigated.  The  Montes  abound  with  game,  and  the 
hill  streams  with  trout.  The  population  is  under  a million,  which  is  scanty  for  an 
area  of  15,000  English  miles.  Accordingly,  large  tracts  of  fertile  land  are  left 
in  a state  of  nature,  depopulated  and  uncultivated.  Much,  however,  is  of  that 
Sp.  2 c 
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hungry  description  which,  according  to  the  old  traveller  in  Pnrchas,  produces 
little  except  “ craggez  and  stonez,  that  maketh  pilgrymez  weary  bonez."  The 
Arragonese  themselves  consider  liberty  to  have  been  the  great  compensation  by 
which  their  ancestors  were  indemnified  for  such  a hard  soil  and  climate.  Too 
ungenial  for  the  Moors  of  the  plain,  it  was  chiefly  peopled  by  the  Berber  moun- 
taineers, but  they  were  soon  expelled  by  the  children  of  the  Goth,  who  united 
together  so  early  as  819,  in  the  fastnesses  of  Sobrarbe,  where  their  primitive 
laws  were  drawn  up,  which  became  the  model  of  the  Fueros  of  many  other 
cities.  The  government  was  conducted  by  patres  et  Seniores,  heads  of  families, 
and  elders,  and  from  the  latter  word  the  Spanish  term  Senor  or  lord  is  derived. 
These  Fueros  were  digested  into  a code  by  Vital,  bishop  of  Huesca,  and  con- 
firmed in  that  town  in  1240,  by  Jaime  I.  The  prerogatives  of  the  kings,  who 
were  scarcely  more  than  presidents,  were  much  curtailed  by  these  Arragonese 
Epliori,  whose  allegiance  was  but  limited  and  conditional ; thus  the  crown  was 
but  the  coronet  of  the  noble,  with  a somewhat  richer  jewellery,  for  each  vassal 
singly  held  himself  to  be  as  good  as  his  king,  and  all  united,  to  be  better. 
About  the  year  1137  Petronilla,  daughter  of  Ramon  el  Monge,  and  heiress  of 
the  crown,  married  Ramon  Berenguer,  sovereign  count  of  Barcelona;  thus 
military  Arragon  was  incorporated  with  commercial  Catalonia,  and  the  united 
people  extended  their  conquests  and  trade  alike  by  sea  and  land,  becoming 
masters  of  the  Mediterranean,  Naples,  Sicily,  and  Valencia.  All  these  acqui- 
sitions were  carried  to  the  crown  of  Castile  by  the  marriage,  in  1479,  of  Ferdi- 
nand, heir  apparent  of  Arragon,  with  Isabella,  and  from  them  descended  to 
their  grandson  Charles  V. 

The  Arragonese  Fueros,  which  almost  guaranteed  republican  institutions  under 
an  ostensible  monarchy,  are  now  curiosities  for  legal  antiquarians.  The  Parlia- 
ment met  in  four  Brazos,  branches,  the  clergy,  the  nobility,  the  gentry,  and  the 
people,  and  each  voted  separately,  the  consent  of  all  four  being  necessary  to  pass 
a law.  The  greatest  jealousy  against  the  monarch  was  exhibited  in  all  matters 
of  finance  and  personal  liberty,  while  a high  officer,  called  el  Justicia,  the  im- 
personation of  masculine  Justice,  Mr.  Justice,  was  the  guardian  of  the  laws, 
and  stood  a Juez  medio  or  go-between  the  king  and  people.  In  all  appeals 
when  the  Fueros  were  infringed,  the  appellant  was. said  to  be  manifestado,  &c. ; 
his  person  was  thus  brought  under  the  custody  of  the  court,  as  by  our  Habeas 
Corpus,  and  his  cause  removed  from  ordinary  tribunals,  as  by  our  writ  of  quo 
warranto  and  certiorari.  The  society  at  large  was  secured  by  the  “ Union,”  or 
a confederacy  whose  members,  in  case  the  king  violated  the  law,  were  absolved 
from  allegiance.  This  element  of  disunion  was  abolished  in  1348,  when  Pedro 
I V'.  cut  the  parchment  to  pieces  with  his  dagger,  and  having  wounded  himself 
in  his  haste,  exclaimed,  “ Such  a charter  must  cost  a king’s  blood  hence  he 
was  called  El  del  Puftal.  The  French  destroyed,  in  1808,  his  curious  portrait 
in  this  attitude.  In  1591  the  notorious  Antonio  Perez  fled  to  Zaragoza,  and 
appealed  to  Juan  Lanuza,  the  Justicia,  whereupon  Philip  II.  marched  an  army 
into  Arragfln,  and  hanged  the  judge,  with  whom  perished  this  privilege ; and 
whatever  liberties  were  then  respected  were  abolished  in  1707  by  Philip  V. 
Zaragoza  has  now  an  Audiencia,  with  a jurisdiction  over  750,000  souls : the 
number  of  persons  tried  in  1844  amounted  to  21 70,  being  about  one  in  every  340. 

For  the  ancient  constitutional  curiosities  of  Arragon  consult  its  Coke,  Geronimo 
Zurita ; the  early  edition  of  his  * Anales  ’ is  rare,  6 vols.  fol.  Zaragoza,  1 562-80-85. 
It  was  republished  in  7 vols.  fol.  in  1610-21,  and  continued  by  Vineencio  Blasco 
de  Lanuza,  2 vols.  1622,  and  by  Bartolomd  Leonardo  de  Argensola,  1 vol.  fol. 
1630;  ‘ Coronaciones,’  &c.,  Geronimo  de  Blancas,  4to.  Zar.  1641;  by  Miguel 
Ramon  Zapater,  1 vol.  fol.  1663 ; by  Diego  de  Sayas  Rabanera  y Ortuiia,  1 vol. 
fol.  1666  ; by  Diego  Joseph  Dormer,  1 vol.  fol.  1697  ; and  by  Jose  de  Panyano, 
1 vol.  fol.  1705.  All  this  series  was  printed  at  Zaragoza.  Consult  also  ‘ Anales 
de  Arayon,’  B.  L.  Argensola,  1st  part,  fol.  Zar.  1630  ; and  2nd  part  by  Uztaroz, 
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fol.  Zar.  1GG3;  the  work  of  Ramon  de  Huesea  on  the  churches  of  Arragon  is 
excellent;  ‘ Los  Reyes  de  Aragon.’  Pedro  Abarca,  fol.  2 vols.  Mad.  1G82-4,  and 
‘ Historia  de  la  I&onomia  Politico,’  D.  J.  de  Asso,  4to.  Zar.  1705.  The  best 
catalogue  of  works  of  Spanish  constitutions  and  jurisprudence,  and  especially  as 
regards  Arragon  and  Catalonia,  is  ‘ Sacra  Themidis  Ilispance  Arcana’  8vo. 
Mad.  1780.  This  work  was  compiled  by  the  learned  Juan  Lucas  Cortes,  but  was 
purloined,  and  first  published  as  his  own,  by  a Dane,  one  Gerard  de  Frankenau. 

Arragon,  a disagreeable  province,  is  inhabited  by  a disagreeable  people. 
Obstinacy,  indeed,  is  the  characteristic  of  the  testarudo  natives,  who  are  said  to 
drive  nails  into  walls  with  their  heads,  into  which  when  anything  is  driven 
nothing  can  get  it  out.  They  have,  however,  a certain  serious  Spartan  sim- 
plicity, and  are  fine,  vigorous,  active  men,  warlike,  courageous,  and  enduring  to 
the  last.  Like  the  Catalonians,  they  have  the  antipathies  of  position  and  the 
hankerings  after  former  independence ; they  detest  the  Castilians  and  abhor  the 
French,  using  them  both  for  their  own  objects  and  then  abusing  them.  Their 
costume  differs  from  the  Catalonian,  as  knee  breeches  take  the  place  of  panta- 
loons, and  broad-brimmed  slouching  hats  of  the  red  Phrygian  cap.  The  lower 
classes  are  fond  of  red  aud  blue  colours,  and  wear  very  broad  silken  sashes. 
The  favourite  national  air  and  dance  is  La  jota  Aragonesa , which  is  brisk  and 
jerky,  but  highly  spirit-stirring  to  the  native,  on  whom,  when  afar  from  Arragon, 
it  acts  like  the  Ranz  des  Vaches  ou  the  Swiss,  creating  an  irresistible  Nostalgia 
or  home-sickness.  The  arms  of  Arragon  are  “ Or  four  bars  gules,”  said  to  have 
been  assumed  by  Wifred  el  Velloso,  who,  when  wounded  in  battle,  drew  bis 
bleeding  fingers  across  his  golden  shield,  a truly  soldierlike  blazon,  cruor  hor- 
rida  tinxerat  anna. 

The  finest  portions  of  the  Pyrenees  lie  in  Arragon,  and  have  yet  to  be  in- 
vestigated by  geologists,  botanists,  artists,  and  sportsmen ; while  the  French 
slope  is  full  of  summer  watering-places  and  sensual,  the  Spanish  side  is  rude, 
savage,  and  Iberian,  the  lair  of  the  smuggler,  and  wild  bird  and  beast.  All 
who  venture  into  the  recesses  must  attend  to  the  proveud,  and  take  a local 
guide. 

The  Pyrenees  were  called  by  the  Romans  Montes  and  Saltus  Pyrenei,  and 
by  the  Greeks  Tlupwo,  probably  from  a local  Iberian  word,  but  which  they, 
catching  at  sound,  not  sense,  connected  with  their  Tlvp,  asserting  that  it  either 
alluded  to  a fire  through  which  certain  precious  metals  were  discovered,  or 
because  die  lofty  summits  were  often  struck  with  lightning  and  dislocated  by- 
volcanos.  According  to  the  Iberians,  Hercules,  when  on  his  way  to  “lift” 
Geryon’s  cattle,  was  hospitably  received  by  Bebryx,  a petty  ruler  in  these 
mountains;  whereupon  the  demigod  got  drunk,  and  ravished  his  host’s  daughter, 
Pyrene , who  died  of  grief,  when  Hercules,  sad  and  sober,  made  the  whole  range 
re-echo  with  her  name'  (Sil.  Ital.,  iii.  420);  but  Pliny  (N.  H.,  iii.  1)  held  this 
Spanish  legend  to  be  an  idle  fiction.  Bochart  (Can.  i.  35)  supposes  that  the 
Phoenicians  called  these  ranges  Purani,  from  the  forests,  Pura  being  wood  in 
Hebrew.  The  Basques  have,  of  course,  their  etymology,  some  saying  that  the 
real  root  is  Biri,  an  elevation,  while  others  prefer  Bierri  enac,  the  “ two  coun- 
tries,” which,  separated  by  the  range,  were  ruled  by  Tubal  Origen,’  Pero- 
chegui,  p.  19).  These  mountains, 

**  that  like  giants  stand 
To  sentinel  enchanted  land,'* 

are  natural  defences  raised  by  a kind  Providence,  and  bar  for  ever  the 
banns  of  an  unnatural  alliance  between  incompatible  France  and  Spain;  nor 
will  the  despots  or  tricksters  of  Versailles  ever  remove  them  by  their  empty 
phrases — il  n’y  a pas  de  Pyrenees.  They  exist,  and  will  exist,  eternal  as  the 
hatred  of  every  true  Spaniard  against  his  country’s  most  perfidious  and  de- 
stroying enemy. 

This  lofty  range  stretches  far  beyond  the  transversal  spine,  for  the  mountains 
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of  the  Basque  provinces,  Asturias  and  Gallicia,  are  but  its  continuation.  The 
■width  of  the  range  is  narrowest  to  the  E.,  being  only  about  twenty  miles  across  near 
Figueras,  while  the  heights  are  the  lowest  at  the  W.  extremity,  seldom  exceeding 
9000  feet.  The  width  opposite  Pamplona  ranges  at  about  forty  miles.  The 
average  height  of  perpetual  snow  ranges  between  8000  feet  and  9000  feet,  a 
datum  which  is  useful  in  calculating  elevations.  In  the  Alps  this  line  is  at 
6600  feet,  in  the  Andes  14,000  feet 

The  two  best  carriageable  lines  of  intercommunication  are  placed  at  each  ex- 
tremity ; that  to  the  W.  passes  through  Iruu,  that  to  the  E.  through  Figueras. 
On  these  lines  are  the  best  towns  and  accommodations.  The  chief  secondary 
passes  are  the  Puerto  de  Maya  and  de  Roncesvalles  in  Navarre  ; those  of  Can- 
franc,  Panticosa,  Gavamie,  Vieha,  Brecha  de  Roldan,  and  Marcaudau  in 
Arragon : and  of  Plan  de  Ause,  Puigcerda,  and  the  Col  de  Pertus  in  Catalonia. 
For  details  see  * Gatherings.’ 


ZARAGOZA  is  the  capital  of  Ar- 
ragon : Inns,  Las  Cuatro  Naciones, 
Casa  de  Arino ; el  Leon  de  Oro,  Calle 
de  Coso ; el  Turco,  Calle  Areocineja. 
There  are  good  baths  at  la  Casa  de 
Banos. 

Zaragoza  was  the  Celtiberian  Sal- 
duba,  but  when  Augustus,  a.c.  25, 
became  its  benefactor,  it  was  called 
Casarea  Augusta,  Kaiaapavyovcrra 
(Strabo,  iii.  225),  of  which  the  present 
name  is  a corruption.  It  was  always 
a free  city  or  Colonia  immunis,  having 
its  own  charters,  and  was  a Conventus 
Juridicus,  or  seat  of  judicial  assizes. 
It  had  a mint,  of  which  Florez  (‘  M.’  i. 

1 86)  enumerates  sixty-six  coins,  rang- 
ing from  Augustus  to  Caligula.  There 
are  no  remains  of  the  Roman  city, 
which  Moors  and  Spaniards  have  used 
as  a quarry,  and  whatever  antiquities 
turn  up  in  digging  new  foundations 
are  reinterred  as  “ useless  old  stones 
Cean  Ber.  Sumo.  131. 

Zaragoza  set  an  early  example  of 
renouncing  Paganism,  and  here  Aulus 
Prudeutius,  the  first  Christian  poet,  was 
born  a.d.  348  (some,  however,  say  at 
Calahorra).  It  is,  and  always  has 
been,  a city  of  relics ; thus  in  542,'  when 
besieged  by  the  French,  under  Chil- 
debert,  the  burgesses  carried  the  stole 
or  Estola  of  San  Vicente  round  the 
walls,  which  at  once  scared  away  the 
invaders  (‘  Esp.  Sag.,’  viii.  187  ; xxx. 
127).  But  the  French  grew  wiser  in 
1200  years;  thus  when  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  in  1707,  overran  Arragon, 
the  Coude  de  Puebla  assured  the  Zara- 
gozans that  there  were  no  French  at 


all,  but  that  their  appearance  was  a 
“ magical  illusion so  the  old  stole 
was  brought  out  against  them  in  the 
old  style,  but  the  invaders  took  the 
town  forthwith  (Mahon,  ‘ War  of  Sue.’ 
vi.). 

Zaragoza  was  captured  by  the  Moors 
in  the  eighth  century,  but  the  victors 
being  chiefly  of  Berber  extraction, 
soon  waged  war  against  the  Kalif  of 
Cordova.  Thus  their  Sheikh,  Suley- 
man Al-Arabi  (the  Ibn  Alarabi  of  old 
Spanish  Chronicles),  went  in  777  to 
Paderborn,  to  implore  the  aid  of  Char- 
lemagne: this  especial  champion  of 
Christian  Europe  against  the  Saracens 
entered  Arragon  in  778,  when  the  per- 
verse people  refused  to  admit  their 
allies  into  their  garrison,  and  rose 
upon  them  when  returning  to  France 
by  Roncesvalles.  Zaragoza  was  re- 
covered from  the  Moors  in  1118  by 
Alonso  el  batallador,  after  a siege  of 
five  years,  when  the  stubborn  popu- 
lation had  almost  all  perished  from 
hunger.  Nevertheless,  in  1591,  when 
Philip  II.  advanced  on  Zaragoza,  the 
citizens  “ committed  themselves  to  such 
safety  as  their  heels  might  procure  them, 
abandoning  their  host,  Antonio  Perez, 
and  presently  after  the  city  of  Zara- 
goza” (Cornewayle  in  Somers  Tracts, 
iii.  31 1).  For  the  sieges  see  post,  p.  588. 

Zaragoza  is  a dull,  gloomy,  and  old- 
fashioned  town  ; population  about 
65,000.  Being  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, it  is  the  residence  of  a Captain- 
General,  and  chief  military  and  civil 
authorities,  and  the  seat  of  an  audiencia. 
It  has  a theatre,  museo,  and  univer- 
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sity,  and  usual  civil  and  military 
establishments ; it  is  the  see  of  an  arch- 
bishop since  1318,  whose  suffragans 
are  Huesca,  Barbastro,  Jaca,  Tarazona, 
Albarracin,  and  Teruel.  It  is  placed 
in  a fertile  plain  which  is  irrigated  by 
the  Ebro,  which  separates  the  city 
from  its  suburb,  and  is  crossed  by  a 
good  stone  bridge ; seen  from  outside, 
the  town,  with  its  slim  towers  and 
spires,  has  an  imposing  character,  but 
inside  the  streets  are  mostly  tortuous 
lanes,  ill-paved  and  worse  lighted, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Coso  or  Pozo 
moat,  which  is  the  aorta  of  the  town, 
and  the  great  passage  of  circulation,  or 
el  curso,  like  the  Corso  at  Rome.  The 
houses  are  indeed  castles,  being  built 
in  solid  masonry;  but  time-honoured 
Zaragoza  has  been  sacrificed  to  upstart 
Madrid,  and  the  mansions  of  an  ab- 
sentee nobility  are  either  left  in  a 
chancery-like  dilapidation,  or  let  to 
agriculturalists,  who  talk  about  bul- 
locks in  stately  saloons,  and  convert 
noble  Patios  into  farm -yards  and 
dung-heaps.  These  rude  rustics  also 
block  up  the  city  lanes  with  their  cum- 
bersome primitive  carts,  which  they 
moreover  fill  with  dismal  noises,  of 
their  own  and  their  creaking  wheels 
making,  to  which  are  added  certain 
iron  clanking  cymbals  that  give  notice 
of  their  approach,  as  in  very  few 
streets  can  two  vehicles  pass ; hence 
the  din,  dirt,  stench,  and  insolent  ob- 
structions are  intolerable.  At  Zara- 
goza the  architect  will  fully  compre- 
hend the  substantial  6tyle  of  Arragon- 
ese  building ; and  observe  the  superbly 
carved  soffits,  rafters,  and  external  cor- 
nices, the  rich  internal  cinque -cento 
decorations,  and  the  slim  church  belfry 
towers,  which  are  usually  constructed 
in  brick,  angular  in  form,  and  orna- 
mented outside  with  an  embroidered 
tracery.  The  artist  may  here  study  a 
school  of  painting  which  is  little  known 
in  Spain,  and  quite  unknown  out  of  it. 
As  the  observations  ofCean  Bermudez 
are  still  in  MS.,  the  French  not  having 
a printed  guide,  did  not  know  where 
to  go  for  art-plunder,  not  but  what  their 
fatal  bombs  destroyed  much  of  what 
they  otherwise  would  have  collected. 
The  chief  artists  are  Ramon  Torrente. 


obt.  1323,  and  his  pupil  Guillen  Fort ; 
Bonant  de  Ortiga,  who  flourished  in 
1437  ; Pedro  de  Aponte,  painter  in 
1479  to  Ferdinand,  and  a pupil  in  Italy 
of  Signorelli  and  Ghirlandajo ; Tomas 
Pelegret,  a co-pupil  of  Polidoro  Cara- 
vaggio, who  introduced  the  cinque- 
cento  style,  which  Damien  Forment, 
the  Berruguete  of  Arragon,  carried  to 
such  perfection  in  sculpture.  Antonio 
Galceran,  who  painted  so  much  at 
Barbastro,  in  1 588 ; Geronimo  de  Mora, 
who  studied,  in  1587,  under  F.  Zuc- 
caro,  in  the  Escorial ; Francisco  Xime- 
nez,  ob.  1666,  who  painted  in  the  Seu 
the  life  of  San  Pedro  Arbues.  Arra- 
gonese  art  ceased  with  Goya  and 
Bayeu,  being  then  strangled  by  the 
commonplace  R.  Academical.  Zara- 
goza bears  for  arms  “ Gules,  a lion 
rampant,  or,”  granted,  say  the  natives, 
by  Augustus  Csesar.  The  lay  of  the 
old  and  smaller  town  is  clearly  marked 
out  by  those  streets,  which  have  since 
been  built  on  the  former  boulevards  or 
circumvallation ; it  began  at  the  river, 
passed  up  the  Mercado  Nuevo  in  the 
Coso,  thence  to  the  Puerta  del  Sol, 
where  a few  Roman  ruins  have  been 
traced  ; here  the  rivulet  Huerba  flows 
into  the  Ebro;  the  south  side  is  laid 
out  in  public  walks,  and  long  lines  of 
poplar  trees.  The  favourite  Alamedas 
are  Santa  Engracia,  the  Torero,  and 
Casa  blanca ; the  latter  is  especially 
frequented  on  June  24,  El  dia  de  San 
Juan,  and  J"une  29,  of  San  Pedro. 

Zaragoza  will  not  detain  the  tra- 
veller long,  for  here  the  French,  as  at 
Burgos,  Salamanca,  and  Toledo,  have 
ruined  palaces,  libraries,  hospitals, 
churches,  etc.  For  what  the  city  was 
before  that  visitation,  consult  Trofeos 
y Antigiiedades,  Luis  Lopez  de  Lino, 
4to.,  Barcelona,  1639;  Ponz,  Viaje, 
xv. ; for  Zaragozan  worthies,  Inscrip- 
ciones  en  la  real  sala  de  la  JJisputacion, 
Geronimo  de  Blancas,  4to.,  Zaragoza, 
1680;  for  the  ecclesiastical  and  hagio- 
graphical,  Florez,  ‘ Esp.  Sag.,’  xxx. 
xxxi.,  and  Htstoria  de  la  Iglesia,  Diego 
Murillo,  4to.,  Barcelona,  1616. 

Commence  sight-seeing  at  the  noble 
stone  bridge  which  was  thrown  across 
the  muddy  Ebro  in  1437.  The  two 
cathedrals  now  rise  in  front,  for  this 
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town  is  thus  doubly  supplied,  while 
Madrid  is  entirely  deficient.  The 
chapter  reside  alternately  for  six 
months  in  each  of  these  cathedrals, 
which  in  exterior,  interior,  and  creed, 
are  rather  unlike  each  other.  The  one 
is  an  ancient  severe  church  raised  to 
the  Saviour ; the  other  a modern  the- 
atrical temple  dedicated  to  the  Great 
Diana,  for  now  we  are  in  the  Ephesus 
of  Spanish  Mariolatry.  The  former 
edifice  rises  to  the  S.  or  to  the  1.,  look- 
ing from  the  bridge,  and  is  called  the 
Sen  ( Sedes  See,  C athedra  Cathedral). 
The  style  is  Gothic,  but  the  entrance 
unfortunately  was  modernised  by 
Julian  Yarza,  in  the  pseudo  style  of 
1683.  The  whitewashed  frippery,  pil- 
lars, and  lumbering  statues  of  apostles, 
by  one  Giral,  contrast  with  portions  of 
the  original  arabesque  brick-work. 
One  octangular  belfry  tower,  drawn 
out  into  four  divisions  like  a telescope, 
was  finished  by  Juan  Baptists  Contini, 
with  heavy  ornaments ; the  other  is 
unfinished.  The  gate  of  La  Pavost- 
eria  is  of  the  better  period  of  Charles 
V.  The  Pavorde  is  peculiar  to  Arra- 
gon,  Catalonia,  and  Valencia.  The 
word  has  been  derived  by  some  from 
pascor  patri,  because  certain  rations 
were  furnished  by  this  dignitary. 

On  entering  observe  the  red  marble 
pavement,  with  rays  in  black,  diverg- 
ing from  the  bases  of  the  piers,  and 
the  roof  studded  with  gilt  rosettes  and 
wheels.  The  retablo  of  the  high  altar 
was  erected  in  1456  by  B.  P.  Dalmau 
de  Mur ; the  three  divisions  are  cano- 
pied by  Gothic  shrines.  The  mosaic 
work,  Angels  bearing  Shields,  the 
Adoration,  Transfiguration,  and  As- 
cension, were  wrought  in  1350  by 
Martinez  de  Donatelo.  The  under 
divisions  are  smaller  and  somewhat 
heavy.  Observe  the  Sedilia  to  the  r. 
used  by  El  Sacerdote,  who  consecrates 
the  host,  El  Diacoiio,  who  reads  the 
gospel,  and  El  Suldiacono  who  reads 
the  epistle.  Near  is  the  fine  tomb  and 
recumbent  figure  of  Archbishop  Juan, 
obt.  1531,  and  of  Archbishop  Alfonso, 
obt.  1520;  to  the  1.  is  deposited  the 
heart  of  Don  Baltazar,  son  to  Philip 
IV.;  he  was  the  Infante  so  often 
painted  by  Velazquez,  who  died  here 


of  small-pox,  Oct.  9,  1616,  aged  17. 
The  octangular  Cimborio  was  com- 
menced by  Benedict  III.,  and  finished, 
as  a Gothic  inscription  records,  in 
1-520.  Here  Ferdinand,  el  Catolico, 
born  at  Sos  in  1456,  was  baptised. 
The  Coro  is  Gothic ; observe  the  arch- 
bishop’s throne.  The  fine  cinque-cento 
Trascoro  was  executed  in  1538  by 
TudelillaofTarazona,  who  had  studied 
in  Italy  ; and  in  it  Catholicity  strug- 
gles with  Paganism,  fauns  with  saints, 
satyrs  with  inquisidors,  and  cupids 
with  martyrs ; the  materials  are  clay, 
stucco,  and  marble.  The  workman- 
ship is  coarse,  but  the  general  effect  is 
strikingly  rich.  Under  a tabernacle 
of  black  and  white  Salominic  pillars  is 
the  carved  crucifix  which  spoke  to  the 
Canon  Punes  who  kneels  beside  it. 

Many  of  the  portals  inside  this  ca- 
thedral have  quite  a Moorish  charac- 
ter. The  chapels  are  generally  en- 
closed in  their  own  purclose ; among 
these  rejas  observe  that  of  San  Gabriel, 
which,  although  dark,  is  of  excellent 
plateresque.  Here  lies  the  founder, 
Gabriel  de  Zaporta,  in  his  merchant 
garb,  obt.  1579.  The  marble  is  of 
Italian  sculpture,  and  savouring  rather 
of  the  Pantheon  than  a Christian  ca- 
thedral ; the  reja  is  excellent.  In  San 
Bernardo  observe  the  relablo  and  carv- 
ing, especially  the  Circumcision,  and 
the  tutelar  to  whom  the  Virgin  dictates 
her  book.  The  superb  sepulchre  and 
recumbent  figure  of  the  founder,  Arch- 
bishop Fernando,  grandson  of  Ferdi- 
nand the  Catholic,  is  by  Diego  Mor- 
lanes,  son  of  Juan,  an  excellent  Bis- 
cayan sculptor,  who  introduced  the 
tedesque  style  into  Zaragoza  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  Diego,  who  inhe- 
rited his  talent,  adopted  the  cinque- 
cento,  which  was  next  the  prevailing 
taste.  The  alabaster  “ Resurrection” 
is  by  Becerra,  who  gave  it  to  Diego, 
with  whom  he  lived  on  his  return  from 
Italy ; by  Diego  also  is  the  enriched 
tomb  opposite,  of  Ana  Gnrrea,  mother 
of  the  prelate.  The  Capxlla  Santiago 
is  churrigueresque,  and  in  strange 
contrast  with  the  preceding,  especially 
the  tomb  of  the  founder,  Archbishop 
Herrera  ; the  stucco  ornaments  are 
ridiculous,  the  bad  paintings  by  one 
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Raviela.  In  that  of  Maria  la  Blanca 
are  collected  the  grave-stones  of  early 
prelates,  which  were  removed  when 
the  cathedral  was  repaved;  observe 
also  the  arch  and  pilasters.  The  tute- 
lar is  San  Pedro  Arbues  de  Epila, 
who,  like  Thomas  a’  Becket,  was  mur- 
dered before  the  altar,  by  Vidal  Du- 
ranso,  Sept.  15,  1495;  his  body  is 
buried  under  the  Baldaquino  of  black 
Salominic  pillars,  and  decorated  with 
a white  flag  and  silver  lamps.  This 
ferocious  inquisidor  had  goaded  the 
citizens  to  madness,  yet  Charles  V. 
soon  persuaded  Paul  111.  to  make  him 
a saint.  The  kneeling  Saint  is  by 
Jose  Ramirez,  and  the  paintings  by 
Franoisco  Ximeuez  of  Tarazona.  This 
martyrdom  was  chosen  by  Murillo  for 
one  of  his  finest  pictures,  just  as  Titian 
selected  for  his  masterpiece  another 
Dominican  Peter,  who  was  also  a per- 
secutor, and  also  a vietim  to  popular 
revenge.  Ferdinand  caused  the  mur- 
derers of  Arbues  to  be  burnt  alive, 
adding  sundry  Jews  to  improve  the 
bonfire.  Pulgar,  Chro.  chr.  95.  The 
opposition  of  the  Zaragozans  to  the 
holy  tribunal  arose  from  there  being 
very  few  rich  Jews  or  Moors  living 
among  them,  therefore  they  suspected 
that  this  engine  was  armed  against 
their  own  persons  and  properties. 

Visit  next  the  Sacristia,  and  observe 
the  plateresque  door.  Here  are  some 
fine  Ter  nos ; one,  a Pontifical,  cost 
14,000  dollars;  also  a delante  de  una 
Capa,  embroidered  with  Adam  and 
Eve,  which  was  bought  at  our  Refor- 
mation from  the  old  Cathedral  of  St 
Paul’s,  London.  The  church  plate 
before  the  invasion  was  splendid,  but 
very  little  escaped  from  Marshal 
Lannes  and  the  French.  Observe, 
however,  an  enamelled  chalice  of  1 655, 
a plateresque  and  rather  overcharged 
silver  Custodia  of  1537;  some  silver 
busts,  with  enamel  and  Gothic  inscrip- 
tions, given  by  Benedict  XIII.  The 
once  splendid  jewel-studded  Gothic 
cross,  presented  by  Archbishop  Lope 
de  Luna,  and  carried  before  the  king 
at  his  coronation,  was  melted  by  the 
Liberals  in  1820,  who  “ took  away 
that  bauble.”  In  the  Capilla  del  Na- 
cimiento  is  a classical  relablo,  and  some 


pictures  by  Juan  Galvan,  who  painted 
the  cupola  in  fresco.  The  Scu  is  also 
full  of  rich  marbles,  but  unfortunately 
many  alterations  were  made  at  a period 
when  money  was  more  plentiful  than 
good  taste.  These  old  portals  and  re~ 
lahlos  were  removed  for  desatinos,  mn- 
marrachadas  y churiguerismo ; speci- 
mens of  choice  gilt  gingerbread  for 
grown-up  children  may  be  seen  in  the 
chapels  of  San  Vicente,  San  Valero, 
and  Santa  Elena.  There  is  an  account 
of  the  cathedral,  ‘ Catedra  Episcojtal,’ 
Juan  de  Arruego,  fol.  Zar.,  1653. 

Leaving  the  Seu  to  the  r.  is  the  vast 
archiepiscopal  palace,  which  the  French 
gutted  and  plundered.  Near  it  are  the 
remains  of  the  beautiful  Casa  de  l)is- 
pntacion,  or  Parliament-house,  which 
was  built  in  1437-40  by  Alonso  V. 
The  saloons  were  magnificent,  and 
contained  the  rich  national  archives 
which  came  down  from  the  earliest 
period,  and  the  excellent  library, 
while  the  walls  were  ornamented  with 
portraits  of  Arragonese  worthies ; but 
almost  everything  was  destroyed  by 
the  French.  The  inscriptions  are  pre- 
served in  ‘ Iscripciones  latinos,'  Gero. 
Blancas,  4to.  Zar.,  1680.  Opposite 
is  the  Lonja,  the  Exchange,  built 
in  1551;  remark  the  projecting  and 
enriched  soffit  of  this  square  brick 
edifice,  and  the  heads  of  kiqgs  and 
warriors  let  into  circular  frames  in  a 
fine  Holbein  taste  ; the  towers  are  tiled 
with  white  and  green  Azulejo.  The 
interior  is  noble;  observe  the  Doric 
columns,  the  staircase,  and  ceilings. 
Alas ! it  is  fast  decaying,  and  was  used 
in  1 846  as  a shop  for  carpenters. 

Next  visit  the  second  cathedral,  el 
Pilar,  so  called  from  the  identical 
pillar  on  which  the  Virgin  descended 
from  heaven ; the  clustering  domes 
outside,  roofed  with  green,  yellow,  and 
white  glazed  tiling  which  glitter  in  the 
sun,  have  an  Oriental  harlequinade 
look ; the  edifice  has  been  much  mo- 
dernised, and  is  still  unfinished  both 
inside  and  outside.  These  “ improve- 
ments,” begun  in  1677,  at  a period  of 
vilest  taste,  were  planned  by  the  pre- 
sumptuous Herrera  el  mozo,  and  were 
not  amended  by  the  academical  Ven- 
tura Rodriguez,  who,  in  1753,  rebuilt 
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portions,  and  left  drawings  for  the  fa- 
cade. The  building  is  quadrangular, 
in  length  about  500  feet,  with  three 
naves ; the  pillar  and  its  image  are 
placed  in  the  centre,  being  thus  en- 
closed like  the  house  of  the  Virgin 
which  the  angels  moved  from  Palestine 
to  Loretto.  The  interior  is  unpleasing, 
as  one  half  is  left  plain  with  white- 
washed walls  and  heavy  pilasters 
picked  out  in  an  unsightly  blue  and 
buff,  and  worthy  of  the  poor  frescoes 
in  some  of  the  cupolas  by  Bayeu  and 
Moya,  and  the  tomb  of  Montemor,  a 
general  of  Philip  V.,  and  which  is  the 
perfection  of  abominable  French  ro- 
coco. The  retablo  in  San  Lorenzo  is  a 
poor  performance  of  Ventura  Rodri- 
guez. The  ancient  voro  is  fine,  and  of 
better  times;  the  Silleria  of  115  seats 
was  admirably  carved  in  oak  by  Juan 
Moreto  of  Florence,  in  1542,  with 
subjects  principally  connected  with 
Mariolatrous  legends.  The  superb 
reja  is  the  masterpiece  of  J uan  Celma, 
1574.  The  Gothic  altar  mayor  is 
composed  of  alabaster  from  the  quarries 
of  Escatrcm.  The  all-engrossing  sub- 
ject is  the  “ Assumption  of  the  Virgin  ;” 
the  infinite  forms  and  figures  baffle 
pen  or  pencil.  This,  the  masterpiece 
of  Damien  Forment,  is  certainly  the 
finest  thing  of  the  kind  in  Arragon  ; 
but  the  detestable  new  colouring  of 
parts  of  the  cathedral  makes  this  noble 
old  work  look  somewhat  dark  and 
dingy.  In  the  crypt  beneath,  the 
canons  used  to  be  buried,  an  arrange- 
ment common  in  the  cathedrals  of 
Arragon  and  Catalonia. 

Zaragoza  is  the  great  pilgrim  city  of 
Arragon,  as  all  flock  in  there  from  far 
and  wide  to  see  the  Pillar  and  the 
image  of  the  Virgin  which  came  down 
from  heaven,  like  the  Palladium  of 
Troy  (Paus.  i.  26,  6).  The  modern 
miracle  has  been  declared  authentic 
by  so  many  Popes,  that  Diego  de 
Astorga,  primate  of  Spain,  excommu- 
nicated, Aug.  17,  1720,  all  who  even 
questioned  it ; while  Risco,  writing  in 
1 775,  holds  “ its  truth  to  be  established 
on  such  firm  grounds  that  nothing  now 
can  shake  it.”  The  legend  may  soon 
!>e  explained.  When  the  Moors  of 
ordova  cast  off  their  allegiance  from 


the  kalif  of  the  East,  the  reciprocal 
enmity  which  ensued  rendered  a pil- 
grimage to  Mecca  impossible ; a sub- 
stitute was  therefore  established  at 
Cordova,  in  the  Ceca  of  its  mosque. 
Whereupon  the  imitating  Castilians, 
unable  to  go  to  Jerusalem,  set  up  their 
opposition  sepulchre  and  holy  place  of 
pilgrimage  at  Santiago ; but  the  Arra- 
gonese,  who  were  then  independent  of 
Castile,  did  not  choose  to  offer  at  a 
foreign  shrine,  and  accordingly  they 
established  one  of  their  own,  and  se- 
lected their  capital  for  obvious  finan- 
cial views.  Nothing  of  all  this  had 
been  attempted  during  the  Roman  and 
Gothic  periods,  simply  because,  as 
there  were  then  no  Moors  in-Spain,  no 
antagonistic  Mecca  was  wanted;  ac- 
cordingly Prudentius,  who  wrote  so 
largely  on  Zaragozan  Christianity 
(Peris,  iv.  71),  omits  the  Pilar  alto- 
gether, as  does  San  Isidoro  (Orig.  xv.  I ) 
when  describing  the  geographical  and 
religious  advantages  of  Zaragoza, 
“ Loci  amenitate  et  deliciis  prscstantius 
civitatibus  Hispanite  cunctis  atque  il- 
lustrius,  florens  sanctorum  martyrum 
sepulturis.”  The  authorised  history, 
printed  at  length  in  the  * Esp.  Sag.,’ 
xxx.  426,  states  that  Santiago,  soon 
after  the  crucifixion,  applied  to  the 
Virgin  for  her  permission  to  preach  the 
Gospel  in  Spain ; having  “ kissed  her 
hand,”  he  came  to  Zaragoza,  converted 
eight  Pagans,  and  fell  asleep ; then  the 
angels  of  heaven  brought  her  alive 
from  Palestine,  and  carried  her  back 
again,  after  she  had  desired  him  to 
raise  a chapel  on  the  spot,  which  he 
did,  and  to  which  she  often  came  after- 
wards to  mass. 

The  Sanctum  Sanctorum,  or  chapel 
of  the  Pillar,  is  placed  in  the  centre  of 
the  cathedral,  a chapel  in  a chapel. 
The  oval  adytum  was  designed  by 
Rodriguez,  and  with  its  gilt  reja,  lamps, 
&c.,  shines  like  the  plateau  on  a banquet 
table ; it  is  open  on  three  sides,  while 
the  roof  being  perforated  admits  the 
cupola  above,  ou  which  the  Virgin’s 
descent  is  painted  in  poor  fresco  by  one 
Antonio  Velazquez,  1793,  who  was  not 
even  distantly  connected  with  his  im- 
mortal namesake.  The  pavement  is  of 
the  richest  marbles;  the  retablo  is 
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much  overcharged  with  statuary  and 
detail ; observe  among  the  medallions 
the  Descent  of  the  Virgin,  and  Vision 
of  Santiago,  by  Jose  Ramirez ; and 
some  others  by  Manuel  Alvarez.  The 
material,  from  being  covered  with  dust, 
looks  like  wood ; but  it  is  the  purest 
alabaster,  as  the  hand  of  Santiago 
proves,  which  is  cleaned  by  pious  lips. 
The  marble  steps  are  also  kissed.  To 
prevent  over-osculation  and  heretical 
curiosity,  a railing  keeps  off  the  pro- 
faue  vulgar,  inside  which  none  may 
enter  save  kings,  cardinals,  and  the 
appointed  priests.  The  holy  image 
itself  is  small,  and  graven  out  of  a 
resinous,  almost  black  wood;  but  the 
most  sacred  representations  of  the 
Virgin,  and  especially  those  carved  by 
St  Luke,  are  very  dark-  coloured, 
“ black  but  comely  ” (Sol.  Song,  i.  3), 
and  are  said  to  have  been  designed 
when  she  was  tanned  during  the  night 
into  Egypt.  It  holds  the  infant  in  one 
hand,  and  collects  its  drapeiy  with  the 
other.  As  a work  of  art  it  is  rude  and 
second  rate,  but  it  inspires  the  natives 
with  a conventional  awe.  Here,  in- 
deed, the  worship  of  the  Virgin  is 
openly  avowed  and  practised ; but  Oct. 
12,  the  Anniversary  of  her  Descent,  is 
the  great  festival  of  Zaragoza,  since 
Innocent  III.  announced  that  “ God 
alone  can  count  the  miracles  which  are 
here  then  performed  50,000  pilgrims 
have  been  known  to  flock  into  the 
town.  Then  her  shrine  is  crowded 
with  all  ages  and  sexes  of  peasants, 
who  sjt,  kneel,  and  pray,  falling  by 
pilgrim  instinct  into  most  picturesque 
groups. 

This  pillar  is  the  support  of  the 
populace  during  peace  and  war — •“  La 
gloriosa  Colonna  in  cui  s’appogia  nostra 
speranza.”  The  battle  hymn  against 
the  French  ran  thus — 

“ La  Virgen  del  Pilar  dice, 

Que  no  quiere  ser  Francesa, 

Que  quiere  ser  capitana 
De  la  gente  Aragoneta  T* 

Countless  also  are  the  mendicants,  the 
halt,  blind,  and  lame,  who  cluster 
around  her  shrine,  and  beg  charity  for 
her  sake.  The  cures  worked  by  her  are 
almost  incredible  (see  ‘ Gatherings’); 
and  Cardinal  Retz  relates  in  his  Me- 


moires  (iii.  409)  that  he  saw  here  in 
1 G49  a man  who  had  lost  his  leg,  which 
grew  again  on  being  rubbed  with  the 
oil  from  one  of  her  lamps ; and  this 
portent  was  long  celebrated  by  an 
especial  holiday.  The  number  and 
weight  of  the  silver  lamps  were  pro- 
digious : they  were  nearly  all  14  col- 
lected ” and  melted  by  the  French 
generals. 

All  around  the  shrine  are  suspended 
votive  tablets,  which  consist,  as  in  the 
East  (1  Sam.  vi.),  of  offerings  of  models 
of  eyes,  noses,  legs,  &c.,  the  members 
afflicted  and  healed  by  the  Virgin’s 
intervention.  Sometimes  the  parts  are 
presented  in  silver,  whereat  the  priests 
rejoice ; but  wax  is  the  usual  material, 
as  being  cheaper.  Visit,  of  course,  the 
neighbouring  Plateria  to  examine  the 
curious  pillars,  Virgins,  Penates,  &c„ 
which  are  made  for  the  male  and 
female  villagers.  Rudely  engraved 
prints  also  are  sold  of  the  Virgin’s  De- 
scent, which,  when  hung  up  in  bed- 
rooms, allure  Morpheus,  and  expel 
Satan,  bugs,  and  the  nightmare. 

The  Sagrario  contains  the  splendid 
wardrobe  of  the  image,  which  is  more 
fitted  for  a Venus  than  for  her  who 
was  so  meek,  modest,  and  lowly. 
Assuredly  none  of  these  bespangled 
dresses  came  from  her  real  wardrobe. 
The  treasures  in  jewels  and  gold  were 
once  enormous,  and  rivalled  those  of 
Loretto,  Monserrat,  and  Guadalupe; 
but  they  were  plundered  by  the  in- 
vaders. Mellado  (p.  366,  ed.  1843) 
estimates  at  129,411  dollars  the  “ ob- 
sequio,"  or  “complimentary  gift,” 
made  by  the  chapter  to  Marshal  Lannes. 
See  also  Toreno,  vii.  App.  6,  for  de- 
tails of  Frenoh  sacrilege  and  robbery ; 
and  compare  Messrs.  Soult  and  Ney,  at 
pp.  42,  366,  387. 

Leaving  the  Pilar,  proceed  to  the 
Plateria,  and  observe  among  the  trin- 
kets made  for  the  peasantry  the  ear- 
rings, which  are  perfectly  antique,  es- 
pecially those  with  three  dropping 
petals  made  after  the  identical  pattern 
on  the  Syracusan  medals  ; occasionally 
a good  old  rapier  may  be  purchased, 
as  Andreas  Ferrara  lived  at  Zaragoza ; 
the  best  local  blades  are  those  marked 
with  the  bear  and  little  dog,  El  aso  y 
2 c 3 
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el  perrillo.  For  swords,  see  Toledo, 
p.  499. 

The  chief  street  in  Zaragoza  is  el 
Coso ; the  houses  are  still  pitted  and 
riddled  with  shot  marks,  the  honour- 
able scars  of  the  memorable  sieges. 
Here  are  many  good  specimens  of  Za- 
ragozan architecture : observe  No.  1 68, 
and  la  Casa  de  los  Gigantes.  Among 
other  houses  are  la  del  Comercio,  Calle 
Santa  Maria  mayor,  with  fine  azulejos, 
ceilings,  and  spiral  pillars  in  the  patio  ; 
also  those  of  Castel  Florit  and  the 
Duque  del  Hijar,  and  No.  26,  Calle 
Zaporla,  with  fine  mouldings.  The 
house,  however,  which  no  amateur  or 
architect  should  fail  to  visit,  is  that 
of  the  Infanta,  No.  77,  Calle  de  San 
Pedro,  which  was  built  by  the  wealthy 
merchant  Gabriel  Zaporta,  in  the 
richest  Arragonese  cinque-cento  style. 
Enter  the  beautiful  patio,  and  observe 
the  fluted  pillars  and  torsos,  the  pro- 
jecting medallions  with  most  Italian- 
like  heads.  The  magnificent  staircase 
has  a rich  roof  with  groups  of  mu- 
sicians, but  all  is  hastening  to  decay. 

Among  the  churches,  visit  San 
Pablo,  with  its  fine  facade  and  sco- 
lumns:  the  high  altar,  a grand  spe- 
cimen of  the  plateresque,  is  the  work 
of  the  illustrious  Damien  Forment.  In 
the  Capilla  de  San  Miguel  is  the  tomb 
of  Diego  de  Monreal,  bishop  of  Huesca, 
ob.  1607.  The  cupola  is  painted  by 
Geronimo  Secano.  A Museo  Nacional 
was  contemplated,  to  be  placed  in  San 
Pedro  Nolasco,  now  used  in  the  in- 
terim as  a wood-store.  Enquire  for 
the  superb  Doric  and  classical  retablo, 
made  at  Genoa  for  the  Dominican  con- 
vent, with  La  Sefwra  del  Rosario ; it 
was  originally  destined  for  the  sepul- 
chre of  Luis  de  Aliaga.  In  the  same 
convent  was  a fine  kneeling  statue  of 
Cardinal  Xavierre. 

Visit  the  Torre  nueva,  plaza  San 
Felipe.  This  octangular  clock-tower 
for  the  city  was  built  in  1504,  and 
leans  consul  'rably  out  of  the  perpen- 
dicular, like  those  of  Pisa  and  Bologna, 
which  is  unpleasing,  as  conveying  a 
feeling  of  insecurity  that  is  opposed  to 
the  essence  of  architectural  principle. 
It  seems  to  totter  to  its  fall — Ruitu- 
raque  semper,  stat  minim ! it  is  richly 


ornamented  with  brickwork,  which  at  a 
distance  looks  Moorish,  but  it  i6  mfich 
coarser  both  in  design  and  execution. 
The  noble  university,  with  its  precious 
library,  was  destroyed  by  the  French, 
but  a new  one  has  been  partly  con- 
structed with  a fine  quadrangle.  The 
grand  Hospital,  el  general,  is  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin,  and  is  one  of  the  largest 
in  Spain.  The  fonner  one  was  burnt, 
with  its  patients  in  it  alive,  by  the 
French.  In  vain  a white  flag  was 
hoisted,  imploring  mercy  for  the 
wretched  inmates,  as  that  very  flag 
was  made  the  especial  mark  for  their 
bombs ; but  the  enemy  spared  nothing, 
and  when  the  town  was  entered,  the 
sick,  and  even  lunatics,  were  massacred 
in  their  beds  (Toreno,  v.).  The  Casa 
de  Misericordia  is  a sort  of  large  hos- 
pital and  poor-house,  in  which  some 
600  to  700  young  and  old  are  taken  in  ; 
the  funds,  however,  are  inadequate. 
Near  it  is  the  Plaza  de  Toros , and  the 
grand  fights  are  in  honour  of  the 
Virgin,  when  the  profits  go  to  aid  the 
hospitals.  The  N.W.  gate,  el  Portillo , 
is  the  spot  where  Agustina,  the  maid  of 
Zaragoza,  snatched  the  match  from  a 
dying  artilleryman’s  hand,  and  fired  at 
the  French ; hence  she  was  called  la 
Artillera.  This  Amazon,  although  a 
mere  itinerant  seller  of  cool  dnnks, 
vied  in  heroism  with  the  noble  Condesa 
de  Burita,  who  amid  the  crash  of  war 
tended  the  sick  and  wounded,  resem- 
bling in  looks  and  deeds  a ministering 
angel. 

Outside  the  Portillo  is  the  Aljaferia, 
the  old  irregular  citadel,  built,  as  the 
Alcazar,  by  the  Moor  Abu  Giafar 
Ahmed,  king  of  Zaragoza,  and  hence 
called  Giafarya ; this  palatial  fortress 
was  therefore  assigned  to  the  Inquisi- 
tion by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  partly 
to  invest  the  hated  tribunal  with  the 
prestige  of  royalty,  and  partly  for 
security  after  the  murder  of  Arbues 
(see  p.  583).  In  it  Antonio  Perez  was 
confined  in  1591,  and  liberated  by  the 
populace.  Sucbet  having  first  damaged 
the  palace  with  his  bombs,  made  it  a 
barrack  ; afterwards  it  became  a mili- 
tary hospital,  and  was  degraded  into  a 
prison  during  the  civil  wars ; hence  its 
present  deplorable  condition.  Observe 
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the  splendid  staircase,  which  is  adorned 
with  the  badges  of  Ferdinand  and  Isa-  . 
bella.  One  room  is  called  el  Salon  de 
Santa  Isabel,  because  the  sainted  queen 
of  Hungary  was  born  in  it  in  1271 ; I 
above  hangs,  as  if  in  contrast  with  pre- 
sent decay,  the  glorious  blue  and  gold 
artesonado  roof  with  stalactical  orna- 
ments, an  elegant  gallery,  and  a rich 
cornice  with  festoons  of  grape  leaves : j 
a Gothic  inscription  bears  the  me- 
morable date  1492,  which  was  that  of 
the  conquest  of  Granada,  and  the  dis- 
covery of  the  new  world ; and  the  first 
gold  brought  from  it  was  employed  by 
Ferdinand  in  gilding  this  ceiling. 
There  is  a poor  account  of  this  edifice 
by  one  Nogues,  and  another  by  Ma- 
riano Secall. 

The  other  gates  of  Zaragoza  best 
worth  notice,  are  that  of  Toledo,  used 
as  a prison,  a Newgate;  and  La  Ce- 
neja,  so  called  from  the  ashes  of  mar- 
tyrs found  there  in  1492,  when  it  was 
rebuilt  by  Ferdinand.  The  public 
walks,  with  long  lines  of  poplars,  ex- 
tend on  this  side  of  the  city,  close 
under  the  walls,  and  up  to  La  Casa- 
blanca, on  the  canal,  where  there  is  a 
decent  Fonda,  much  frequented  by  the 
Zaragozans,  who  dance  and  junket  here 
on  the  festivals  of  San  Juan,  June  24, 
and  San  Pedro,  June  29.  El  Canal 
de  Aragon  was  one  of  the  first  to  be 
begun  in  Europe,  as  it  probably  will 
be  the  last  to  be  finished.  This  grand 
conception  was  projected  in  1528  by 
Charles  V.,  in  order  to  connect  the 
Mediterranean  with  the  Atlantic : vast 
in  promise,  slow  in  execution,  and  im- 
potent in  conclusion,  only  8 leagues 
were  cut  by  1546,  and  then  the  affair 
was  dropped,  and  languished  until 
1770,  when  one  Ramon  Pignatelli 
advanced  it  a few  more  leagues.  It 
now  connects  Zaragoza  with  Tudela,  \ 
and  a boat  plies  backwards  and  \ 
forwards  with  passengers.  The  en- 
gineer may  walk  out  and  examine 
the  manner  in  which  the  canal  is  car- 
ried over  the  Jalon,  and  consult  for 
details  La  Descripcion,  &c.,  fol.  Za- 
ragoza, 1796,  and  Pouz,  xv.  102. 
This  canal  suggested  to  Louis  XIV. 
the  Canal  du  Midi,  which  was  begun 
in  1681,  and  finished  with  Roman 


magnificence:  thus  is  Spain  ever  out- 
stript  by  those  to  whom  she  sets  an 
example. 

Now  return  to  the  hill  called  El 
Torero:  below  this,  Aug.  20,  1710, 
Stanhope  came  up  with  Philip  V., 
flying  from  his  defeat  at  Lerida;  but 
the  German  allies  hesitated  to  advance, 
when  the  English  general  charged 
alone,  crying  “ This  is  a day  to  re- 
trieve Alinansa,”  and  it  did  so  most 
effectually  : although  our  troops  were 
foot-sore  and  starving,  they  drove  the 
foe  everywhere  before  them,  who  aban- 
doned cannon,  63  colours,  and  every- 
thing. The  modern  French  version 
is,  “ Here  Stanhope  oblint  quelques 
avantages!"  (Biog.  Un.  xliii.  430.) 
Stanhope’s  first  care  then  was  for  the 
disabled  French,  for  “ among  the 
wounded,”  said  he,  “ there  are  no  ene- 
mies” (Mahon,  viii.).  The  heavy  Aus- 
trian Charles  now  entered  Zaragoza  in 
triumph,  and  the  crown  might  have 
been  his,  for  Stanhope  urged  an  imme- 
diate advance  on  cowed  Madrid,  but, 
like  our  Duke,  he  was  thwarted  by 
the  pottering  generals  of  his  ally,  and 
mediocre  ministers  at  home. 

The  Torero,  being  an  elevated  and 
commanding  point,  was  strongly  held 
bv  the  Spaniards  in  1808,  when  the 
French  advanced  ; instead  however  of 
cliecking  the  enemy,  Col.  Falco,  the 
officer  in  command,  fled  at  their  first 
approach,  and  thus  not  only  abandoned 
the  key  of  this  front,  but  left  behind 
him  all  the  tools  of  the  canal  company, 
as  if  on  purpose  to  furnish  the  besiegers 
with  instruments  in  which  they  were 
deficient.  Accordingly  it  was  from 
this  side  that  the  enemy  attacked  Zara- 
goza, and  entered  at  what  was  the 
beautiful  convent  of  Santa  Engracia, 
which  they  destroyed : this  was  of  the 
richest  Gothic  of  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella, completed  in  1517  by  Charles  V., 
who  could  finish  convents,  but  not 
canals : the  portal,  in  the  form  of  a 
retablo,  was  filled  with  marble  sculp- 
ture by  Juan  Morlanes,  1505.  The 
elegant  semi-Saracenic  cloisters,  with 
round-headed  arches,  were  the  ex- 
quisite design  and  work  of  Tudelilla, 
and  there  reposed  the  ashes  of  the 
learned  Zurita,  and  Blancas,  which. 
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with  their  splendid  libraries,  were  all 
burnt  by  the  French.  Santa  Engracia, 
the  tutelar,  was  a Portuguese  virgin, 
who,  accompanied  by  18  gentlemen 
(tu  decern  sanctos  revehes  etocto,  Prud. 
Peri.  iv.  5.1),  was  on  her  way  to 
France  to  be  married,  but  went  out  of 
it  to  insult  Dacian,  who  put  her  and 
her  suite  to  death,  April  16,  304 ; 
part  of  her  liver  was  seen  and  im- 
mortalized by  Prudentius  (Peri.  iv. 
137),  Vidimus  partem  jecoris  revul- 
sam,  &c , and  this  relic  was  long  re- 
sorted to  in  Spain,  in  cases  where  in 
England  blue  pill  would  have  been 
preferred : the  remains  of  the  martyrs 
were  mixed  up  with  the  bones  of  cri- 
minals, with  which  they  would  not 
amalgamate,  but  separated  into  white 
masses,  whence  the  curious  subter- 
ranean chapel  is  called  de  las  masas 
santas,  not  from  the  misas,  or  masses 
sung  there : remark  also  the  well  out 
of  which  in  1389  the  bones  were  fished 
up,  pink,  say  all  the  church  autho- 
rities, as  roses : there  is  a Roman  sar- 
cophagus, which  is  called  the  tomb  of 
a martyr.  The  oil  of  these  lamps 
cured  lamparones,  or  tumours  in  the 
neck.  Consult  ‘ Historia  do  Santa 
Engracia,’  by  one  Martin ; and  for 
medicinal  relics,  see  ‘ Gatherings.’ 

The  modern  martyrs  are  those  brave 
peasants  who  fought  and  died  like 
men ; si  monumentum  quocris,  cir- 
cumspice : look  around  at  the  terrific 
ravages  of  the  invader,  which  testify 
his  relentless  warfare,  and  the  stub- 
born defence  during  the  two  sieges 
which  have  rendered  Zaragoza  a ruin 
indeed,  but  immortal  in  glory.  This 
city,  like  others  in  Spain,  rose  after 
the  executions  of  Murat  on  the  dos  de 
Mayo,  1808;  on  the  25th  Guillelnii  the 
governor  was  deposed,  and  the  lower 
classes  were  organised  by  Tio  Joft/e 
Ibort,  Gaffer  George,  one  of  them- 
selves ; a nominal  leader  of  rank  being 
wanted,  one  Jose  Palafox,  an  Arra- 
gonese  noble,  who  had  just  escaped 
from  Bayonne  in  a peasant’s  dress, 
was  selected,  partly  from  accident,  and 
because  he  was  an  hi  jo  de  Zaragoza 
and  handsome,  for  in  Spain,  as  in  the 
East,  personal  appearance  is  always 
influential.  “ There  is  none  like  him, 


long  live  the  king”  (1  Sam.  x.  24  \ 
Palafox  had  served  in  the  Spanish 
royal  body-guards,  and  therefore,  as 
Mr.  Vaughan  justly  says,  necessarily 
“ knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  mili- 
tary profession according  to  Toreno 
(vi.)  and  Sc  hep.  (i.  205),  he  was  totally 
unfitted  for  the  crisis,  nay,  even  his 
courage  was  doubted  ; but  he  was  in 
the  hands  of  better  men  : thus  his  tutor 
Basilio  Bogpiero  wrote  his  proclama- 
tions, the  pnest  Santiago  Sas  managed 
the  miraculous,  while  Tio  Jorge  com- 
manded, with  two  peasants,  Mariano 
Cerezo  and  Tio  Marin,  for  his  right 
and  left  hands:  all  the  means  of  de- 
fence under  Guillelmi  (says  Southey, 
ch.  ix.)  were  220  men,  100  dollars,  1 6 
cannon,  and  a few  old  muskets.  Le- 
febvre  arrived  June  15,  1808,  and  had 
he  pushed  on  at  once  must  have  taken 
the  place,  but  he  paused,  and  thus 
enabled  Tio  Jorge  to  prevent  a coup 
de  main : to  the  French  summons  of 
surrender,  the  bold  Tio  replied,  “ War 
to  the  knife.”  The  French  in  their 
strategics  evinced  neither  common 
humanity  nor  military  skill ; but  the 
defeat  of  Dupont  at  Bailen  relieved 
Zaragoza,  which  was  on  the  point  of 
surrendering,  and  then  Lefebvre  re- 
tired Aug.  1 5,  boasting,  and  with  truth, 
that  he  had  left  the  city  « un  amas  de 
dGcombres,”  see  Belmas  (ii.  115).  Pa- 
lafox now  claimed  all  the  glory  to 
himself  in  stilty  bombast,  and  reposing 
under  his  laurels,  neglected  every  pre- 
paration for  future  defence;  mean- 
while Buonaparte  silently  made  ready 
his  great  revenge,  and  in  three  short 
months,  while  Juntas  were  talking 
about  invading  France,  appeared  at 
Vitoria,  and  crushed  all  the  ill-equip- 
ped armies  of  Spain  at  one  blow,  the 
heroes  of  Bailen  and  Zaragoza  being 
the  first  to  fly  ; for  Castanos  at  Tudela, 
Nov.  23rd,  scarce  gave  the  French 
time  to  charge,  and  had  they  then 
pushed  on  at  once  Zaragoza  again 
would  have  fallen:  it  was  soon  in- 
vested, and  attacked  by  Buonaparte’s 
sagacious  suggestion  on  both  sides,  and 
especially  from  the  Jesuit  convent  on 
the  other  bank  of  the  Kbro,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  neglected  to  secure. 
Now  four  marshals  conducted  the 
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siege,  Lannes,  Mortier,  Moncey,  and 
Junot ; and  after  62  days  of  dreadful 
attack  and  resistance,  plague  and  fa- 
mine subdued  Zaragoza,  which  capi- 
tulated Feb.  20,  1809,  the  rest  of  Spain 
having  looked  on  with  apathy,  while 
Iufantado,  with  an  idle  army,  did  not 
even  move  one  step  to  afford  relief. 
Lannes  had  pledged  his  honour  that 
Palafox  should  depart  free,  and  that 
no  one  should  be  molested  ; and  the 
capitulation  was  printed  in  the  Madrid 
Gazette : but,  in  the  words  of  Southey, 
“ this  man  was  one  after  Buonaparte’s 
own  heart,  and  with  so  little  human 
feeling,  that  he  would  have  carried 
out  the  system  of  terror  to  any  ex- 
tremity accordingly  he  pillaged  the 
temples,  shed  innocent  blood  in  tor- 
rents, put  Boggiero  and  others  to  death 
under  prolonged  torture,  insulted  Pa- 
lafox, robbed  him  “ even  of  his  shirt,” 
although  sick,  and  then  sent  him  to 
the  dungeons  of  Vincennes;  “thus 
every  law  of  war  and  humanity  was 
violated,”  says  Toreno,  vii.  But  the 
Virgin  avenged  her  insulted  shrine 
and  massacred  people,  and  ere  one 
short  year  was  fled,  she  winged  a 
bullet  at  Essling  which  sent  this  man 
to  his  dread  account,  after  a life,  says 
Mons.  Savary,  of  kidnapping  veracity, 
“ too  short  for  his  friends,  although  a 
career  of  glory  and  honour  without 
parallel.”  Lannes,  valiant,  but  coarse 
and  unscrupulous,  had  risen  from 
being  a journeyman  dyer  of  cloth  to  be 
a wholesale  dyer  in  blood.  See  Mi- 
chaud, Biog.  Univ.  xxix.  474. 

These  two  sieges  cost  the  lives  of 
nearly  60,000  brave  men,  and  for  no- 
thing, as  the  defence  of  the  town  was 
altogether  a military  mistake,  and  en- 
tirely the  result  of  popular  impulse 
and  accident,  the  moving  powers  of 
things  in  Spain.  The  Spaniards  now 
liken  Zaragoza  to  Numantia,  but  the 
old  Iberians  died  and  did  not  sur- 
render ; then  and  there  4000  of  them 
resisted  40,000  Romans  for  fourteen 
years  (Flores,  ii.  18),  and  this  in  a 
really  weak  town,  whereas  Zaragoza 
was  a city  of  castles,  and  how  strong 
it  was  may  be  estimated  by  what  has 
escaped  the  bomb  and  mine.  The 
junta  of  Seville  passed  a decree  to  re- 


build the  place  at  the  public  expense ; 
but  it  need  not  be  said  that  not  one 
real  has  been  forthcoming.  Ferdinand 
VII.  visited  Zaragoza  after  leaving 
France,  and  created  a Maestranza, 
which,  with  fine  epithets,  were  all  the 
rewards  bestowed.  Palafox  was  not 
made  a Duque  until  1883,  and  then 
not  from  national  gratitude,  but  be- 
cause Christina  wished  to  make  her- 
self a party.  For  details  of  the  sieges 
consult  1 Memorial,’  &c.,  Fernando 
Garcia  y Marin,  duo.  Mad.  1817  ; ‘ Hi»- 
toria  de  los  dossitios,’  Agustin  Alcaide 
Ibieca,  2 vols.  8vo.  Mad.  1830;  read 
also  the  Narrative  of  Mr.  Vaughan; 
the  French  account  of  Rogniart;  the 
romantic  description  of  Southey  ; and 
the  scornful  truth  of  Napier,  in  their 
respective  histories. 

Zaragoza  is  a central  point  of  many 
roads : beginning  S.  is  the  diligence 
road  to  Madrid,  11. 1 15.  This  branches 
off  at  Calatayud  for  Daroca,  R.  113, 
and  so  on  to  Molina  de  Aragon,  Te- 
ruel,  and  Cuenca,  112,  and  thence 
to  Murcia  and  Valencia.  R.  1 14  leads 
to  Murviedro,  and  thence  to  Valencia 
or  Barcelona.  For  communications 
with  Navarre,  see  Sect.  xiv.  There  is 
talk  of  a railway  which  is  to  connect 
Madrid  and  Barcelona  vik  Zaragoza, 
and  also  a project  of  forming  a canal 
from  the  latter  to  Le'rida. 

ROUTE  129. — ZARAGOZA  TO  BARCELONA. 


La  Puebla  .... 

. 3 

Osera  ..... 

. 3 

..  6 

V*.  de  Santa  Lucia  . 

. 3 

..  9 

Bajarolox  .... 

. 3 

..  12 

Candasnos  .... 

. 3 

..  15 

V*.  de  Fraga  • . . 

. 2 

..  17 

Fraga 

. 2 

..  19 

Alcarra* 

. 3 

..  22 

Leri  da 

. 2 

..  24 

Belloch 

. a* 

..  2<y 

Qolmes  . • • . • 

• 2* 

..  29 

Villagrasa  .... 

• 2t 

..  31 

Oervera  ..... 

• 2+ 

..  34 

La  Pavadella  • • . 

• 24 

..  36J 

A1  Ganrho  .... 

. 2* 

..  39 

Igualada  * • . • 

. 2 

..  41 

Castell-oli  .... 

. 24 

..  43; 

Coilul 

. 24 

..  46 

Martorell  .... 

. 3 

..  49 

Molina  del  Rey  . . 

. s 

..  51 

Barcelona  .... 

. 3 

..  54 

This  route  is  extremely  uninterest- 
ing. Crossing  the  Ebro  is  an  arrabal 
or  suburb,  which  was  almost  demo- 
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lished  by  tbe  French : here  on  every 
Thursday  is  held  a sort  of  horse- 
market,  which  is  frequented  by  pic- 
turesque blackguards.  Soon  the  clear 
Gallego  is  passed  over  by  a new  sus- 
pension bridge,  while  the  old  brick 
one  remains  high  and  dry  on  the  land. 
The  road  now  enters  the  desert  of  Ar- 
ragon,  and  dreary  is  the  waste,  without 
trees,  life,  or  cultivation;  the  soil  is 
poor  and  chalky,  the  climate  uugenial. 
The  Ebro  flows  to  the  r.,  and  on  it  is 
Velilla,  a village  so  named  from  the 
alarum  bell  of  its  church,  which  tolled 
of  its  own  accord  whenever  coming 
calamities  cast  their  shadows  over  Ar- 
ragon.  The  bell  was  cast  by  the  Goths, 
who  threw  into  the  fused  metal  one  of 
the  thirty  pieces  of  silver  received  by 
Judas  Iscariot.  It  rang  furiously  in 
1516,  when  announcing  the  death  of 
Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  and  again  in 
1679  for  the  twentieth  and  last  time, 
giving  notice  in  fact  of  its  own  disso- 
lution and  funeral.  For  details,  see 
‘ Discursos  Varios,'  by  Diego  Dormer, 
and  * Discursos,’  by  J uan  de  Quinones, 
4 to.  Mad.  1625.  Velilla  bears  this  bell 
gules  on  its  shield.  The  tale  and  toll 
are  now  pretty  well  worn  out,  or  the 
clapper  would  indeed  have  worked 
hard  during  the  Peninsular  war,  so 
multitudinous  were  Spanish  reverses 
in  this  valley  of  the  Ebro  from  Tu- 
dela  downwards. 

When  Bailen  had  delivered  Madrid, 
and  forced  the  defeated  French  to  fall 
back  on  the  Ebro,  “ for  the  sake  only 
of  better  water,”  according  to  Buona- 
parte’s truthful  bulletin,  tbe  third  Spa- 
nish army  was  advanced  on  this  impor- 
tant line,  and  destined  to  co-operate  on 
the  r.  with  Belveder  at  Burgos  in  the 
centre,  and  with  Blake  at  Epinosa. 
Castanos  was  the  chief  in  command, 
but  nothing  could  exceed  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  troops,  who  were  left  by 
the  central  government  “ in  want  of 
everything  at  the  critical  moment.” 
The  natural  consequence  was  that  the 
powerful  French  everywhere  scattered 
them  like  sheep  at  the  first  attack.  At 
Maria,  Sachet,  with  6000  men,  had, 
June  15,  1809,  put  Blake  and  17,000 
men  to  flight,  one  cavalry  charge  under 
D’Aigremontand  Burthd  being  enough. 


Blake,  however,  on  whom  experience 
was  thrown  away,  halted,  for  he  was 
a brave  man,  at  Belchite,  where  the 
French  came  up,  June  18,  and  again, 
by  one  charge  of  Burthd,  routed  the 
remnant,  killing  nearly  4000  men,  and 
only  losing  40  themselves.  Lower 
down  is  Alcaniz,  where,  January  26, 
1809,  Vattier,  with  500  men,  had  with 
equal  ease  defeated  4000  Spaniards 
under  Areizaga  (of  Ocana  infamy) ; 
the  wretched  town  was  almost  demo- 
lished in  1813  by  Severoli,  in  pure 
spite,  as  his  parting  legacy  when 
evacuating  it  after  the  French  rout  at 
Vitoria.  6 L.  from  Alcaniz,  on  the 
road  to  Morelia,  is  Monroi/o,  a red  hill, 
near  which  is  the  hermitage  of  our 
Lady  of  the  fountain,  whose  waters  are 
medicinal.  The  chapel  once  belonged 
to  the  Templars,  and  curious  paintings 
still  exist  under  the  Coro  alto. 

Continuing  our  route  is  Bujaroloz, 
population  1900,  and  placed  in  a fertile 
valley;  hence  to  ruined  Fraga  (Fra- 
gosa,  Stony),  with  a dismantled  castle, 
and  built  on  a slope  above  the  Cinca, 
over  which  there  is  a bridge.  This 
poor,  rough,  ill-paved  place  is  worthy 
of  its  name — population  4900.  The 
environs,  however,  abound  in  pome- 
granate and  figs : the  small  green  ones 
are  delicious,  and  when  dried  are  the 
staple;  but  they  are  very  inferior  to 
those  of  Smyrna,  although  our  medi- 
®val  pilgrim  in  Purchas  (ii.  1233)  de- 
scribes them  in  terms  of  rapture : — 

**  And  flgei  full  gret  so  God  me  save, 

Thei  be  like  to  a great  warden. 

Blew  and  faat  as  any  bacon.” 

There  is  a bridle-communication 
with  Mequinenza,  3 L.,  and  thence  by 
Flix  to  Tortosa  (see  R.  43). 

The  Cinca  divides  Arragon  from 
Catalonia.  The  wearisome  country 
now  resembles  that  near  Guadix,  and 
is  cut  up  with  ravines  and  studded 
with  small  conical  hills.  L&rida  is  a 
well-supplied,  cheap  place.  The  best 
inns  are  La  Posada  del  Hospital  and 
Im  de  San  Luis.  There  is  a local  di- 
ligence to  Barcelona,  in  case  the  tra- 
veller may  wish  to  halt  in  this  city  of 
classical  aud  military  recollections. 

Ldrida,  llerda,  a name  which  Bochart 
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derives  from  the  Syriac  Illi,  lofty,  is 
built  on  the  river  Segre  (Sicoris),  under 
its  acropolis,  which  rises  an  imposing 
mass  of  lines  of  fortifications,  with  its 
old  cathedral  and  lofty  tower.  The 
principal  street  below  consists  of  one 
long  line  of  white  houses  with  red  and 
green  balconies.  The  W.  side  is  de- 
fended by  Fort  Garden  outwork,  and 
the  el  Filar  and  San  Fernando.  Le- 
rida,  although  the  second  city  of  Cata- 
lonia, is  devoid  of  interest.  The  new 
cathedral  was  built  in  a Corinthian 
style  in  the  bad  period  of  Ferdinand 
VI.,  and  contains  some  second-rate 
sculpture  by  Juan  Adan.  The  original 
cathedral  was  erected  on  the  upper 
town  by  Jaime  the  Conqueror,  who 
selected  an  easily  defended  position ; 
but  in  the  piping  times  of  peace  the 
steep  walk  proved  too  much  for  the 
canons,  who  abandoned  their  lofty 
church,  which  recently  was  made  a 
magazine.  The  citadel  was  much  in- 
jured by  the  invaders ; but  some  vast 
alyiben  or  tanks  remain,  with  a fine 
view  all  around. 

Ilerda,  a Celtiberian  city,  is  well 
described  by  Lucan  (B.  C.,  iv.  13), 
“ Colle  tumet  modico,”  etc.,  and  the 
foundations  of  the  present  fine  stone 
bridge  are  built  on  those  of  the  Ro- 
mans. It  was  held  for  Pompey  by 
Afranius  and  Petreus,  who  were  en- 
camped on  Fort  Garden  until  out- 
generalled  and  beaten  by  Caesar : here, 
therefore,  read  his  terse  dispatches 
(B.  C.,  i.  37,  &c.),  and  compare  them 
with  those  of  our  Duke  before  Badajoz, 
for  the  iron  energy  of  their  swords 
passed  into  their  pens.  Everything 
was  against  them  both,  the  elements  as 
well  as  man,  but  both,  left  wanting  in 
means,  supplied  all  deficiency  in  them- 
selves and  triumphed.  Ilerda  soon 
recovered  its  prosperity,  and  had  a 
mint:  for  the  coinage  see  Florez  (M., 
ii.  450).  It  became  a Municipium  and 
a university,  one,  however,  of  such  dis- 
agreeable “ residence”  that  the  recusant 
youth  of  Rome  were  threatened  to  be 
rusticated  there  (Hor.  E.  I.  xx.  13). 
In  after  times  Ldrida  was  made  the 
Salamanca  of  Arragon,  and  its  annal- 
ists boast  with  pride  of  its  pupils,  San 
Vicente  Ferrer  and  Calixtus  III. 


(Borgia),  i.  a bloody  inquisidor  and 
a jobbing  profligate  pope. 

The  Goths,  after  the  downfall  of  the 
empire,  patronised  Lerida,  and  held 
here  a celebrated  council,  having 
raised  it  to  a bishopric  in  546.  Moor- 
ish Le'rida  was  sacked  by  the  French  in 
799,  but  recovered  and  rebuilt  in  1149 
by  Ramon  Berenguer,  who  restored  the 
see.  It  was  the  site  of  the  death  of 
Herodias  and  her  capering  daughter, 
who  were  drowned  while  performing 
pirouettes  on  the  frozen  Segre,  when 
the  ice  broke  and  the  young  lady  fell 
in ; but  her  head  got  cut  oil'  and  con- 
tinued dancing  of  itself  (see  for  authen- 
tic details  p.  183,  ‘ Litholoyia,’  Jos6  V. 
del  Olmo,  4to.  Valencia,  i653). 

LCrida,  in  the  Catalonian  revolt  of 
1640,  chose  Louis  XIII.  for  its  king, 
and  Leganez,  the  general  of  Philip 
IV.,  by  failing  in  his  attempt  to  retake 
it,  entailed  the  downfall  of  his  kins- 
man, the  great  Conde  Duque  Olivares. 
Thereupon  Philip  IV.  came  in  person 
to  the  siege,  and  defeated  La  Mothe. 
The  French,  in  1644,  failed  to  regain 
it,  whereupon  the  Grand  Conde"  opened 
another  siege  to  the  tune  of  violins, 
but  Gregorio  Brito,  the  Portuguese 
governor,  sallied  out  aud  drove  fiddlers 
and  Frenchmen  headlong  before  him. 
Next  day  he  sent  to  the  Grand  Conde 
some  iced  fruits,  begging  him  to  excuse 
his  non-return  of  the  serenade  compli- 
ment from  a want  of  catgut,  but  pro- 
mising, if  his  previous  accompaniment 
was  agreeable,  to  repeat  it  as  often  as 
his  Highness  did  him  the  honour  to  per- 
form before  Le'rida,  which  was  not 
long,  for  the  Great  Coudd  soon  de- 
parted re  infecta,  and  did  not  print  his 
intended  parallel  between  himself  and 
Caesar:  venit,  vidit,  etevasit  Consult 
‘ Gratulacion  de  la  Feliz  restauracion 
de  L.,’  Francisco  Ortiz  Valdez,  4to. 
Mad.  1644. 

Lerida,  in  the  War  of  Succession, 
was  long  besieged  in  1707  by  the 
French  under  Berwick  and  Orleans, 
and  capitulated  in  November ; but, 
nevertheless,  was  most  cruelly  and 
faithlessly  sacked.  However,  it  was 
avenged  July  27,  1710,  by  Stanhope, 
who  near  it,  at  Almenara,  completely 
routed  Philip  V.  The  allies  were  in- 
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ferior  in  number,  and  the  Archduke 
and  Germans  refused  to  advance,  like 
Lapeiia  at  Barrosa ; cries  of  shame 
resounded  in  the  British  ranks,  and 
Stanhope  threatened  to  withdraw  from 
Spain,  as  the  Duke  did  after  Talavera : 
but  the  English  bayonet  charge  was 
irresistible,  and  the  French  ran  in 
every  direction.  Philip  escaped  by 
mere  accident : his  baggage  was  taken, 
like  Joseph’s  at  Vitoria.  “ Had  there 
been  two  hours  more  daylight,”  wrote 
Stanhope,  “ not  a Frenchman  would 
have  got  away.”  But  there  is  nothing 
new  in  this ; so  wrote  Wellington  after 
Salamanca.  Marlborough  after  Ramil- 
lies.  Philip  V.,  afterwards  writhing 
under  recollections  of  this  disgrace, 
transferred  the  university  to  Cervera, 
and  the  two  places  have  detested  each 
other  ever  since. 

Lerida,  in  the  Peninsular  war,  was 
taken  by  Suchet,  May  14,  1810.  Gen. 
Harispe  having  seized  upon  Fort  Gar- 
den and  the  town,  the  unarmed  inha- 
bitants, women  and  children,  were 
driven  out  on  to  the  glacis,  and  there 
exposed  to  the  fire  both  of  the  citadel 
and  the  invader ; thus  they  were  mas- 
sacred all  night  and  next  day  by  the 
French  shells,  until  the  Spanish  go- 
vernor, Garcia  Conde,  overpowered  by 
the  frightful  scene,  hoisted  the  white 
flag.  Suchet,  in  his  * Memoires,’  ch.  4, 
dwells  with  honest  pride  on  this  well- 
imagined  destruction,  which  he  re- 
peated at  Tarragona  and  elsewhere — a 
proceeding  which  Col.  Napier  thought 
“politic,  indeed,  but  scarcely  admis- 
sible within  the  pale  of  civilization.” 
Confound  their  politics ! but  Mons.  Foy 
(i.  258)  sneers  at  our  dull  soldiers  as 
being  insensible  to  “ Les  revelations 
sublimes  du  genie  de  la  destruction,  qui 
eveille  une  puissance  de  pensfee  stipe- 
rieure  h celle  qui  preside  aux  creations 
de  la  pocsie  et  de  la  philosophie.”  Su- 
chet, after  this  splendid  feat,  which 
thus  out-clipsed  the  sublime  of  Milton 
and  Burke,  removed  from  Zaragoza  to 
Lerida,  where  “ Madame  ” held  her 
“court,”  and  ruled  him  as  her  hair- 
dresser ruled  her,  for  she  was  consistent 
at  least,  in  love  for  a profession  of 
which  her  husband  had  once  been  a 
bright  ornament  (Schep.  iii.  352). 


Proceeding  onwards  between  Golmes 
and  Villafranca,  and  near  Bellpuig  in 
the  Franciscan  convent,  is  (or  was)  the 
magnificent  tomb  of  Ramon  de  Car- 
dona, viceroy  of  Sicily,  which  was 
raised  by  Isabel  his  widow.  The 
armed  noble  lies  on  a splendid  cinque- 
cento  Urna,  which  is  enriched  with 
mythological  and  marine  deities,  while 
the  basement  is  divided  into  three  por- 
tions ; in  the  centre  is  a sea-battle ; the 
others  are  inscribed  with  Latin  verses 
on  tablets  supported  by  children ; in 
the  1.  corner  is  the  name  of  the  Nea- 
politan sculptor,  “Joannes  Nolanus, 
faciebat  1522.”  Observe  above  the 
Caryatides,  and  the  Virgin  and  Child 
in  a vesica  piscis  of  clouds  upheld  by 
angels. 

The  dreary  country  which  now  en- 
sues, and  the  interminable  leagues, 
have  long  been  the  horror  of  riding- 
travellers.  Tarega  a Cervera,  legua 
entera,  y si  fuere  mojada  cuentela  par 
jornada. 

. Cervera  is  built  on  an  eminence 
which  descends  to  Barcelona ; popula- 
tion 4500.  To  this  place  Philip  V. 
transferred  the  university  of  Lerida, 
which  recently  has  been  removed  to 
Barcelona ; there  he  raised  the  huge 
unsightly  edifice  with  pointed  roofs 
and  French  towers,  which  Suchet  and 
others  afterwards  gutted,  having  first 
burnt  the  library  in  order  to  fit  it  for 
a barrack.  Cervera  is  seen  from  afar 
on  all  sides,  and  its  heights  command 
extensive  views.  The  Gothic  church 
has  a good  chapel  of  La  Vera  Crus, 
and  there  is  a fine  cloister  in  the  Do- 
minican convent.  At  Cervera,  Oct. 
11,  1811,  Eroles  defeated  the  invaders 
and  took  their  Corregidor,  one  Isidoro 
Perez  Canino,  a renegade  Spaniard, 
who  placed  all  his  countrymen  who 
did  not  pay  French  contributions  into 
a cage,  leaving  outside  their  heads  be- 
smeared with  honey  to  attract  a plague 
of  flies.  This  Afrancesado  was  torn 
to  pieces  by  the  populace  (Toreno, 
xvi.) ; but  in  the  words  of  the  Duke 
(‘  Disp.,'  Nov.  22,  1812),  such  a wretch 
had  been  “ guilty  of  the  greatest  crime 
of  which  any  individual  in  modern 
times  can  be  guilty,  viz.,  he  has  aided 
the  French  in  invading  his  native 
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Array  on. 

country,  in  which  they  committed  hor- 
rors until  then  unheard  of.” 

From  Cervera  the  road  is  more  in- 
teresting, running  through  wooded 
ravines  and  Swiss-like  scenery  to  Igu- 
alada,  which  is  also  built  on  an  emi- 
nence. The  older  portions  are  narrow 
and  tortuous,  but  the  Rambla  is  a good 
street,  and  the  new  suburb  handsome. 
Here  also  is  a fine  arch  constructed  to 
introduce  water ; here,  in  the  summer 
of  1840,  Christina  met  Espartero,  and 
by  persisting  in  the  French  scheme  of 
abolishing  local  fueros,  prepared  the 
way  to  her  loss  of  the  regency  and  ex- 
patriation. Soon  commence  rich  corn- 
plains  and  vineyards,  which  continue 
along  a busy  road  (see  p.  225)  to  Barce- 
lona. 
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Villanueva  . . • 

. . 2 

Zuera  . . . • 

. . 2 

..  4 

Gurrea  del  Gallego 

. . 3 

..  7 

Venta  de  Tulifiana 

. . 2 

..  9 

Ayerbe  .... 

. . 3 

..  12 

Auzanigo  • • • 

. . 3 

..  15 

Bernues  . . . 

. . 2 

..  17 

Jaca 

. . 21 

..  19* 

Can  franc  . . . 

. . 2 

..  22* 

Urdax  .... 

• . 3 

..  25* 

There  is  a sort  of  diligence  commu- 
nication part  of  the  way  in  summer ; 
generally,  however,  travellers  ride. 
The  mountain  roads  are  bad,  but  the 
scenery  is  picturesque.  The  route 
commences  over  bald  dreary  plains, 
with  aromatic  wastes  extending  to  the 
r„  while  the  Gallego  eats  its  way  to 
the  1.  Those  who  leave  Zaragoza  late 
may  sleep  at  a solitary  venta  about 
2 L.  short  of  Gurrea.  Approaching 
Ayerbe  the  Pyrenees  grow  larger,  as 
the  road  grows  worse.  Crossing  a ridge 
which  separates  the  water-courses  of 
the  Aragon  and  Gallego,  and  winding 
through  pretty  well-watered  glens, 
Jaca,  Jacca,  is  reached,  which  has  im- 
memorially  been  of  some  importance, 
as  lying  on  the  frontier.  The  town  is 
tolerably  built;  population  about 3000. 
Near  it  the  river  Gas  joins  the  Aragon, 
and  fertilizes  the  valleys.  Jaca  is  the 
see  of  a bishop,  suffragan  to  Zaragoza. 
The  simple  solid  cathedral  was  founded 
by  Ramiro  in  814.  The  tutelar  is  a 
Santa  Orosia,  whose  body  is  venerated 


in  her  chapel.  Near  Jaca  is  a sin- 
gular semi-Norman  church,  called  La 
Santa  Cruz, with  a remarkable  doorway. 

Jaca  was  taken  from  the  Spaniards 
by  M.  P.  Cato,  a.c.  195,  became  the 
capital  of  its  district,  was  fortified,  and 
portions  of  the  Roman  wall  are  yet 
preserved.  It  was  wrested  from  the 
Moors  so  early  as  795,  when  Don 
Asnar,  its  Pelayus,  sallied  forth  from 
the  mountains  and  dispossessed  the 
infidels,  who  made  a desperate  attempt 
to  recover  it,  but  were  repulsed,  the 
women  fighting  like  men : see  Espana 
restaurada,  Martin  de  la  Cruz,  4to. 
Zar.  1627.  The  Moors  fled,  leaving 
behind  them  the  heads  of  four  of  their 
kings,  i.  e.  shiekhs,  which  Jaca  quar- 
ters on  her  shield  to  this  day.  The 
site  of  the  battle,  called  Las  Tiendus, 
is  still  visited  on  the  first  Friday  in 
May,  when  the  daughters  of  these 
Amazons  go  gloriously  “ a-shopping.” 
A church  also  was  raised,  dedicated  to 
la  Virgen  de  la  Victoria.  The  old 
castle  of  Jaca,  during  the  Peninsular 
war,  was  repaired  and  strongly  gar- 
risoned by  the  French  under  Lomet, 
a wholesale  executioner  of  prisoners 
(Schep.  ii.  252).  After  Soult’s  defeats 
in  the  Pyrenees,  the  garrison  capitu- 
lated, under  promise  not  to  serve 
against  the  allies ; but  no  sooner  had 
the  troops  reached  France  than  this 
pledge  was  violated,  and  the  Duke  in 
consequence  refused  to  ratify  the  capi- 
tulations of  their  countrymen  at  Sau- 
tofia  (Disp.  April  1,  1814).  However, 
this  dishonourable  practice  was  quite 
a thing  of  course  with  Buouapartists : 
so  at  Aboukir,  when  Nelson  landed 
the  prisoners  on  a pledge  that  they 
were  not  to  serve  again,  before  the  fleet 
was  out  of  sight  they  were  all  drafted 
into  regiments. 

Jaca  is  interesting  to  the  constitu- 
tional antiquarian,  as  its  fuero,  or  mu- 
nicipal charter,  is  reckoned  among  the 
earliest  in  Spain ; it  dates  from  the 
Moorish  expulsion,  and  was  confirmed 
in  1063  by  Sanchez  Ramirez.  In  Jaca 
also  was  held  the  first  parliament  on 
record.  All  those  who  have  leisure 
should  visit  the  mines  and  pine- forests 
of  Oroel,  and  the  picturesque  ruined 
Benedictine  convent  of  San  Juan  de  la 
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Pena,  near  which  the  Arragonese  in 
760  built  their  first  city,  and  called  it 
Panno,  but  it  was  soon  destroyed  by 
the  Moors,  when  the  natives  fled  to  the 
cavern,  where  the  convent  was  after- 
wards built,  which  thus  became  the 
rocky  cradle  of  the  monarchy,  as  Co- 
vadanga  did  in  the  Asturias.  Here 
the  early  patriots  were  joined  by  the 
mountaineers  from  Sobrarbe,  and  drew 
up  the  so-called  Fueros.  The  foun- 
dation of  the  convent  was  after  this 
wise : a hunter  named  Voto,  while 
riding  after  a stag,  came  suddeuly  on 
the  chasm  under  which  the  building 
now  nestles ; while  the  fore-legs  of  the 
galloping  steed  hung  over  the  gulph, 
Voto  invoked  St  John,  and  the  horse 
became  fixed,  hanging  in  mid-air,  in 
evidence  of  which  miracle  the  prints 
of  the  hoofs  on  the  rock  were  long 
shown.  Voto  then  dismounted,  and 
descending  into  the  cave  found  the 
stag  dead  from  the  fall,  and  by  its  side 
a deceased  hermit,  on  whose  stone 
pillow  was  inscribed  his  name, 
“Juan,”  and  a statement  that  he  had 
here  founded  a chapel  to  the  Baptist. 
This  relic  was  unfortunately  lost  in 
1094,  to  the  grief  of  the  historian 
Abarca  (L  22),  whose  account  we 
abridge.  While  all  this  was  going  on, 
Voto’s  horse  remained  suspended  over 
the  abyss.  Voto,  on  his  return  to 
Jaca,  persuaded  his  brother  to  turn 
hermit,  and  both  lived  and  died  in  the 
cave,  since  which  “ miracles  have  been 
continually  worked,  and  salvation 
secured  by  their  intercession.”  Hence 
the  site  became,  says  Suchet,  the  “ ob- 
ject of  popular  superstition,”  and  pro- 
duced a new  asserter  of  liberty,  one 
Sarasa,  a local  guerrillero ; where- 
upon the  invaders  under  Musnier,  . 
Aug.  25,  1809,  burnt  the  monastery  to 
the  ground,  and  with  it  the  precious 
MSS.  and  archives  of  early  Arragouese 
liberties — and  melancholy  are  the  pic- 
turesque ruins.  Observe  the  singular 
billet  patterns  on  the  arches  and  the 
cloister.  The  position  somewhat  re- 
calls the  rock-built  temples  of  Petrsea, 
In  this  primitive  sanctuary  a long  line 
of  the  early  kings  of  Arragon  down  to 
Alonso  II.  were  interred,  but  their 
ashes  were  scattered  to  the  winds  by  j 


the  French.  In  the  chapel,  on  Wed- 
nesday, March  30,  1071,  was  celebrated 
the  first  Roman  mass  performed  in  the 
Peninsula,  which  was  effected  by  Car- 
: dinal  Hugo  Candido,  legate  of  Alex- 
ander II.,  who  influenced  the  king, 
Sancho  Ramirez  (Abarca,  i.  119). 
Then  the  primitive  vernacular  ritual 
was  exchanged  for  one  in  Latin,  which 
the  people  did  not  understand.  For 
details  consult  * Mistoria  de  San  Juan 
de  la  Pena,’  by  its  abbot,  Juan  Brlz 
Martinez,  fol.  Zaragoza,  1620. 

Leaving  Jaca,  the  Pyrenean  defiles 
are  soon  entered,  and  the  road  becomes 
wild  and  alpine.  Canfranc  is  a mi- 
serable place.  The  Puerto  is  said  to 
be  6713  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.*  The  overhanging  castle  com- 
mands splendid  views.  Behind  lies 
Arragon,  and  above  towers  the  snowy 
cloud-capped  Can  Gran,  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  heights  of  the  range. 
The  inhabitants  of  Canfranc  are  canes 
franci,  and  worthy  of  their  name,  being 
much  addieted  to  smuggling,  and  this 
in  face  of  the  Dogana  and  custom- 
house officers  of  the  two  countries, 
des  vdri tables  chiens,  who  worry  the 
honest  traveller.  Canfranc  is  the  last 
town  in  Arragon.  Adieu,  hungry 
Spain,  with  thy  mountain  passes,  ilex 

• The  highest  points  or  pinnacles  are  called 
Puigs  in  Catalonia,  Pueyos  in  Arragon,  and 
Poyos  in  Navarre,  words  which  are  said  to  be  a 
corruption  of . Podium,  an  elevation.  Poyo, 
however,  in  Castilian,  signifies  a stone  door- 
post. The  depressions  at  the  heads  of  valleys 
or  necks  of  the  ridges  are  called  Colit,  and  m 
Castilian  Collados,  and  over  them  the  passes  of 
intercommunication  are  carried ; hence  they 
are  called  Puertos,  gates,  doorways.  Porta; 
and  the  smaller  ones  Portillos.  The  equivalent 
terms  on  the  French  side  are  Col,  Uourque, 
Hourquette,  Ft  cirque,  Core,  Brcche,  and  Porte. 
Of  these  in  the  whole  range  there  are  some 
70  or  80,  but  scarcely  a dosen  of  them  are 
practicable  for  rude  wheel-carriages.  They 
remain  much  in  the  same  state  as  in  the  time 
of  the  Moors,  who  from  them  called  the  Pyre- 
nean range  Albort,  the  ridge  of  “ gates,”  or 
Porte.  Generally  speaking,  the  ascents  are  the 
easiest  from  the  I’rench  side,  and  to  those  who 
cross  the  barrier  the  following  local  names  may 
be  useful : — Cacou,  Couilla,  a shepherd’s  cabin ; 
Chaos,  a heap  of  rocks—”  chaos  come  again 
Couret,  the  course  of  a river  when  it  leaves  a 
lake;  Esttbe,  fine  meadows  ; Pene,  the  extreme 
int  of  a mountain  j Pouey,  Pitch,  Peek,  Puy, 
rre,  Serre,  Strrrat  ( Sierra  Cerro,  Arabice  a 
back);  TWc,  Tuque,  a mountain;  Turon , a 
hillock  ; Unmade,  a large  flock  of  sheep. 
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woods,  and  fragrant  wildernesses,  and 
welcome  the  talented  flesh-pots  and 
superb  cuisine  of  la  belle  France,  of 
which  Urdax,  however,  offers  but 
poor  samples.  Hence  in  summer  a 
diligence  runs  to  Oleron  (see  Hand- 
book for  France,  R.  82).  From  the 
Puerto  de  Canfranc  the  pedestrian 
may  strike  off  to  the  r.,  under  the  Pico 
del  Mediodia,  to  Gabas,  where  the 
French  douane  is  placed,  and  so  on  to 
Eaux  Chaitdes.  The  Pic  du  Midi 
may  be  ascended  from  Gabas  in  from 
two  to  three  hours : it  is  said  to  be  9500 
feet  high.  The  ascent  from  Grip  re- 
quires about  6 hours.  The  views  over 
the  lofty  Pyrenees  contrast  with  the 
plains  of  France. 

ROUTE  131. — JACA  TO  THE  PUERTO  DE 
SALLENT. 

bar  res  ......  2 

Biescas  ......  2 ..  4 

Pueyo 2 ..  6 

Puerto  de  Sallent  . . . 2 . . 8 

Attend  to  the  provend,  and  take  a 
local  guide,  who  can  generally  procure 
lodgings  and  some  sort  of  accommoda- 
tion in  private  houses  in  the  villages, 
which  are  cleaner  and  quieter  than  the 
posadas,  i.  e.  receptacles  for  smugglers 
and  their  beasts.  The  beautiful  valley 
of  Tena,  with  the  mineral  baths  of 
Panticosa , lies  between  the  valley  of 
Canfranc  W.,  and  that  of  Broto  E., 
and  each  are  divided  from  the  other  by 
ridges  or  spurs,  which  shoot  down 
laterally  from  the  Pyrenees;  they  in- 
tercommunicate by  wild  paths,  known 
however  to  the  natives.  The  valley  of 
Tena  is  about  4 L.  long  N.  and  S., 
and  3 L.  wide,  being  some  11  L.  in 
circumference ; it  is  watered  by  the 
Gallego ; Sallent  is  the  chief  hamlet. 
Turning  W.  from  Jaca,  soon  after 
Larres,  the  Gallego  is  neared,  which 
flows  on  the  1.  with  its  tributaries, 
until  crossed  and  recrossed  near  the 
truly  Swiss-like  village,  population 
800.  Biescas,  with  a decent  posada 
near  the  bridge,  is  a good  sporting 
quarter ; as  in  addition  to  its  rivers  it 
communicates  both  with  the  valley  of 
Tena  and  Broto,  which  the  izzard 
hunters  consider  most  favourite  ground, 
as  lying  under  the  gnarled  roots  of  the 
Monte  Perdido  group. 


Proceeding  to  Panticosa  the  defiles 
narrow  in,  and  the  scenery  increases 
in  Alpine  character;  about  a mile  up 
is  the  Barranco  de  Estaquer,  a wild 
ratnbla  like  the  t>ed  of  a torrent,  and 
thence  by  another  longer  mile  the 
sweet  glens  of  Taguen  and  JLaciem. 
Visitthe  Puente  Gloriosa,  which  gushes 
gloriously  from  the  cave  of  the  San- 
tuario  de  Santa  Elena,  in  which  the 
daughter  of  Constantine  the  Great  is 
said  to  have  taken  refuge  ; on  the  hill 
above  is  an  intermittent  fountain. 

Panticosa  is  a poor  village,  that 
owes  its  celebrity  to  the  mineral  baths, 
which  lie  distant  a mountain  league,  or 
a two  hours’  walk  ; after  ascending  a 
steep  ridge,  through  the  rocky  gorge 
el  Escalar,  a truly  romantic  site,  and 
severed  from  the  world,  all  around 
the  dell  rise  granite  ranges,  soaring 
into  eternal  snow,  as  this  is  one  of  the 
highest  inhabited  spots  in  the  Pyrenees, 
being  some  8500  feet  above  the  sea. 
The  place  is  deserted  in  winter,  but  in 
summer  a decent  French  inn  is  opened 
by  one  Michel.  The  bathing  accom- 
modations are  indifferent,  the  season 
is  from  June  to  September;  for  an 
analysis  of  the  waters  consult  ‘ Me- 
morial Francisco  Xavier  Cabanes, 
Mad.,  1832. 

There  are  several  routes  to  France  : 
one  leads  to  Eaux  Bonnes,  is  tolerable, 
and  may  be  performed  on  foot  in  about 
twelve  hours,  but  it  will  try  a stout 
pedestrian  : that  to  Cauterez  by  the 
Col  de  Marcadau,  which  is  usually 
preferred,  is  a wild  and  difficult  ride 
of  about  8 hours ; you  pass  a series  of 
lakes,  near  the  first  of  which  is  a large 
rocking  stone;  in  2^  hours  cross  the 
crest  of  the  Col,  and  descend  in  one 
hour  to  Cauterez,  Lion  d’Or,  Hotel  de 
France;  the  scenery  on  the  French 
side  is  magnificent,  especially  the  Lac 
de  Gaube  and  the  Pont  d’Espagne  ; the 
lake  is  one  of  the  most  elevated  in  the 
Pyrenees,  and  abounds  in  trout:  here 
the  Vignemale  is  seen  in  all  its  Alpine 
grandeur  and  solitude ; the  Petit  Pic 
is  said  to  be  11,000  feet  above  the  sea, 
and  has  been  ascended.  It  will  be 
better  to  take  guides,  &c.,  from  Cau- 
terez, as  these  excursions  are  all  there 
just  as  much  the  fashion  as  they  are 


:ed  by 


596  ROUTE  132. — JACA  TO  LA  BRECHA  DE  ROLDAN.  Sect.  XIII. 


not  among  the  incurious  Spaniards  (see 
‘ Hand-book  for  France,’  R.  85). 

Leaving  Panticosa,  a two  hours’ 
and  steep  ride  leads  to  Salient,  the 
capital  of  the  valley  of  Tena,  and  the 
seat  of  the  Spanish  Aduana.  The  po- 
sada  is.  indifferent;  consult  ‘Salient 
Cabeza  de  el  Valle,’  Leon  Marton,  4to. 
Pamplona,  1750.  There  are  several 
wild  passes  into  France.  The  W., 
Puerto  de  Formic) al,  is  the  easiest  of 
passage,  as  those  by  the  Cuello  de  Sova 
and  La  Forqueta  are  fitter  for  smug- 
glers and  izzard-hunters.  The  route  to 
Eaux  Chaudes  in  France,  by  the  valley 
of  Ossau,  is  much  frequented,  and 
highly  picturesque ; ascend  the  course 
of  the  Gallego  to  the  Port  d'AnOou  ; 
the  first  house  in  France  is  called  la 
Case  de  Brousette,  and  is  a sort  of 
governmental  Hospice,  built  for  the 
refuge  of  storm-lost  travellers ; after- 
wards turn  amid  rocks  and  firs  off  to 
the  1.  to  the  Plateau  de  Bioux  Ar- 
tiques,  to  enjoy  the  splendid  view.  The 
Pico  del  Mediodia  soars  magnificently ; 
those  who  wish  to  ascend  it  will  do 
well  to  take  a French  guide  from  Ca- 
bas ,*  which  is  the  first  hamlet  in 
France,  and  the  seat  of  la  douane.  It 
has  a small  Cabaret  (see  ‘ Hand-book 
for  France,’  R.  83). 

ROUTE  132 JACA  TO  LA  BRECHA  DE 

ROLDAN. 

Biescas 4 

: Linas  ••••  • . 3 ..  7 

Broto 3 ..10 

Torla 2 ..  12 

Venta  de  Bujamelo  • . H ..  13i 

Attend  to  the  provend,  and  take  a 
local  guide ; to  Biescas  see  preceding 
route.  Broto,  a small  hamlet  of  300 
souls,  stands  under  the  Monte  Perdido, 
on  the  Ara,  which  flows  down  the  wild 
valley ; it  has  two  difficult  puertos  into 
France,  those  of  Cerbillonar  and  Pe- 
traneda ; continuing  up  the  streamlet 
Cerbillonar  to  its  junction  with  the 
Ara,  about  a L.  N.,  is  Torla,  with  400 
souls,  and  chief  of  the  four  Vicos  or 
departments  into  which  this  district  is 
divided;  the  forests  are  magnificent; 
the  timber  is  floated  down  from  these 

* Onba  river,  the  French  Gave  (Avon),  has 
been  derived  horn  the  Basque  ghv,  a hollow, 
cavus. 


“ Pyrensei  frondosa  cacumina  Montis” 
to  Tortosa ; this  being  a central  point 
in  these  elevations,  is  much  frequented 
in  summer  by  shepherds,  who  drive 
their  flocks  to  pastures  averaging  from 
7000  to  9000  feet  above  the  sea.  The 
Viynemale,  10,330  feet,  and  Monte 
Perdido,  11,264  feet,  each  the  highest 
mountain  in  their  respective  kingdoms, 
rise  from  this  nucleus  base.  The  pre- 
cipices are  the  haunts  of  the  izzard, 
and  the  lochs — I bones — and  streams 
abound  in  trout.  The  passage  into 
France,  by  the  Port  de  Gavarnie,  is 
truly  magnificent.  In  the  Escala  or 
ladder-pass  into  France,  a band  of  60 
mountaineers  surprised  in  1510  the 
Comte  de  Foix,  who  was  invading 
Arragon,  in  order  to  support  Juan 
Albret  of  Navarre  against  Ferdinand 
the  Catholic : they  destroyed  more 
than  2000  men,  capturing  men  and 
baggage ; it  was  a Roncesvalles  on  a 
smaller  scale. 

The  Venta  de  Bujamelo  is  misera- 
ble, while  all  around  is  sublimely  alpine 
and  picturesque,  as  we  are  now  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  grandest  scenery  of 
the  Pyrenees ; the  Spanish  side  is  by  far 
the  wildest  and  most  abrupt.  The  venta 
is  distant  from  Torla  about  1 J L.,  being 
at  the  foot  of  the  Three  Sisters,  las 
Tree  Sorellas,  or  Sorores.  The  Three 
Sisters,  that  is  the  Monte  Perdido,  Cy- 
lindro,  and  Marbore,  10,950  feet,  form 
the  central  buttress  of  the  Pyrenean 
range,  and  the  point  of  dislocation : 
these  mountains  ao  not  consist  of  one 
continuous  line,  but  of  two  parallel 
ranges ; the  southern,  which  begins  at 
the  ocean,  being  some  thirty  miles  in 
advance  of  the  northern.  Visit  par- 
ticularly la  Brecha  de  Roldan:  this 
mighty  fissure  in  the  mountain-wall, 
and  a much-frequented  smugglers’  pass, 
can  be  seen  from  Huesca,  and  some 
say  even  from  Zaragoza ; it  then  ap- 
pears only  a small  notch  in  the  stony 
ridge,  but  when  approached  becomes 
a gigantic  gate  in  the  natural  barrier, 
which  rises  more  than  9500  feet  above 
the  sea;  the  formation  is  somewhat 
convex  on  the  French  side,  and  really, 
when  beheld  from  afar,  the  barrier 
appears  to  be  an  artificial  wall,  to 
which  that  of  China  is  the  work  of 
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pigmies.  It  varies  in  height  from  300  Roldan,  and  thence  by  Aragnoet  and 
to  600  feet,  and  in  thickness  from  50  the  beautiful  valley  of  Tramemiyues, 
to  80;  the  breach  is  shaped  like  the  and  so  on  to  Viel. 
square  opening  in  the  battlement  of  a You  can  walk  from  Bujaruelo  to  the 
frontier  defence.  This  gap,  in  mo-  baths  of  Panticom,  by  the  following 
ments  of  storms,  so  frequent  in  these  ( route : — to  Torla  2|  hours.  Fray  in  1 , 
tempest-haunted  heights,  becomes  truly  j Li  nan  J,  Jesera  2$,  Viescas  2,  Ptieuo 
terrific.  Then,  indeed,  it  is  the  portal  3,  Panticom  4,  Baths  2j.  Those  who 
of  Aiolus,  or  the  narrow  funnel  start  from  Panticom,  taking  a local 
through  which  the  hurricanes  that  guide,  may,  by  climbing  the  Puerto  de 
are  checked  by  the  mountains  tear,  Bendenera,  reach  in  one  long  day 
sweeping  everything  away,  and  ren-  either  Gavarnie,  or  Broto  and  Torla; 
dering  impossible  any  attempt  to  pass  whereas  the  preceding  route  by  Viescas 
through  against  them.  Some  have  requires  two  long  days,  and  is  far  less 
compared  the  gap  to  that  in  a jaw  from  interesting.  Leaving  Panticom,  in 
whence  a tooth  has  been  extracted;  ascending,  you  pass  on  the  r.  a pre- 
this  Brecha,  according  to  authentic  cipitous  mountain  like  the  Balahalish 
legends,  was  struck  out  by  Orlaudo,  end  of  Glencoe : the  top  of  the  Puerto 
the  redoubtable  paladin  Roland,  at  one  is  reached  in  3$  hours ; a descent  of 
blow  of  his  trusty  blade  Durandal,  in  about  the  same  time  brings  you  to  the 
order  to  open  a passage  for  his  pursuit  poor  venta  of  Bujaruelo.  The  scenery 
of  the  infidel.  is  grand,  and  improves  on  the  road  to 

The  descent  into  France  by  the  Torla. 

Cirque  (Hispanice  Olla)  de  Gavarnie  From  Bujaruelo  to  Gavarnie,  by  the 
is  difficult.  Those  who  wish  to  ascend  easy  puerto,  requires  34  hours  ; so  that 
the  Monte  Perdido,  11,168  feet  above  a traveller  in  France  might  ride  from 
the  sea,  are  advised  to  do  so  from  the  Gavarnie  to  Bujaruelo.  Go  on  for  one 
French  side,  taking  French  guides,  hour  towards  Torla,  see  all  the  finest 
An  active  tourist  may  start  from  country,  and  return  to  Gavarnie  the 
Gedre,  gain  the  top,  and  return  the  same  day  ; or  proceed  from  Bujaruelo 
same  day.  The  best  route  is  as  fol-  to  Torla,  a very  picturesque  walk,  in 
lows : leaving  Gedre,  and  its  oasis  in  2 hours,  passing  after  2 miles  a superb 
a rocky  desert,  make  for  Chaos,  an  gorge ; then  4 an  hour  on  to  Broto, 
appropriate  name  for  a scene  where  and  4 more  to  Fanlo,  a village  at  the 
chaos  is  come  again.  The  Cirque  de  back  of  the  Brecha  de  Roldan,  from 
Gavarnie,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the  summit  of  which  it  is  a descent  of 
Lavedan,  is  most  romantic,  and  there  5 hours ; to  the  r.  one  looks  down  into 
is  a small  inn  in  the  village.  Visit  a vast  tortuous  ravine,  hollowed  out 
the  cataract  of  the  Gave  de  Pau,  and  ■ by  the  melted  snow  torrents,  which 
then  proceed  to  the  Serrades,  or  sheep  | pour  down  from  Las  Tres  Sorellas. 
pastures,  under  the  glorious  barrier  of  Near  the  bottom  is  a dense  mass  of 
the  Marbord,  and  theuce  to  the  Brecha  forest,  the  stronghold  of  the  Bouquetin  ; 
de  Roldan  ; the  Monte  Perdido,  which  the  precipitous  sides  are  covered  with 
is  a secondary  formation  on  primitive  fir.  Antonio  Sanchez  has  a decent 
rock,  and  is  now  to  be  ascended  by  a se-  fonda  at  Fanlo,  and  is  most  anxious  to 
ries  of  terrace-like  ridges.  The  summit  : please  his  guests;  his  charges  for  two 
was  first  reached  in  1802  by  Ramond,  I good  meals  and  bed  are  one  dollar  per 
who  was  attended  by  one  Rondo,  a day ; the  mutton  is  capital.  Close  to 
guide  from  Gedre,  some  of  whose  de-  Fanlo  is  a narrow  cleft  in  a rock,  as  if 
scendants  yet  live  there,  and  are  well  formed  by  an  earthquake,  through 
acquainted  with  every  step.  Occasion-  which  a stream  eats  its  way ; ascend  • 
ally  tourists  sleep  the  first  night  at  above  and  look  down  into  this  Tajo, 
Ahllaris,  a plain  euclosed  by  the  Tres  and  on  the  tops  of  the  trees,  for  the 
Sorellas;  and  after  the  summit  has  river  Hows  beneath,  heard  but  not 


been  gained,  descend  to  the  Brecha  de  j seen ; however  it  may  be  descended 


598 


ROUTE  132. — CONVENT  OP  SAN  VICTORIAN.  Sect.  XIII. 


to  by  means  of  a rope-ladder.  To  the 
E.  of  Fanlo  the  wild  angular  mountain 
San  Victorian  stands  forth,  and  about 
f>  miles  beyond  rise  tiers  above  tiers  of 
dark  wooded  precipices  ; between  these 
is  one  of  the  grandest  ravines  of  the 
Pyrenees,  which  is  best  to  be  explored 
from  Nerin,  a village  distant  from 
Fanlo  1J  hour.  The  Cura  Don 
Joaquin  Sanchon  will  entertain  an 
Englishman  for  a dollar  per  day  very 
well : he  is  a disciple  of  Isaac  Walton, 
and  a good  guide,  for  which  service  he 
expects  from  three  to  four  francs  more 
a day.  Here  you  may  perhaps  find 
the  Bouquetin,  the  Cubra  montes,  and 
the  lzzard,  a small  reddish  variety  of 
the  chamois.  From  Nerin  to  the 
hamlet  of  Cercuet  1 hour;  the  little 
church  is  picturesque  ; tV  an  hour  more 
to  the  mountain  shoulder,  whence  you 
gaze  down  on  the  splendid  Tajo,  or 
chasm  hollowed  out  like  a mighty 
vessel,  while  the  curved  strata  re- 
semble ribs;  deep  below  boils  the 
emerald-coloured  Billos,  a stream  of 
melted  snow,  hemmed  iu  by  forests, 
and  precipices  piled  on  precipices  up 
to  the  very  sky.  Descend  to  the  river 
by  a rude  staircase  path ; and  here 
behold  the  primeval  forest,  safe  from 
the  woodman’s  axe.  The  firs,  yews, 
oaks,  beeches,  birches,  ashes,  &c.,  are 
drawn  up  tall  and  thin  in  their  search 
for  air  and  light,  while  their  elegant 
stems  contrast  with  the  rugged  Sal- 
vator Rosa-like  rocks.  The  caves  of 
the  highest  precipices  are  the  haunts 
of  eagles,  who  are  always  slowly 
wheeling  about.  An  hour’s  scramble 
leads  to  the  picturesque  Puente  de 
Cumae,  beyond  which  it  is  needless  to 
proceed. 

Every  artist  will  make  another  day’s 
excursion  from  Nerin  to  another  Al- 
pine bridge,  which  spans  the  precipices ; 
crossing  this  to  a chapel  in  a cave, 
descend  to  the  bed  of  the  river  in  the 
direction  of  the  bridge : return  to  the 
bridge  and  ascend  the  opposite  side  to 
a natural  arch  of  rock,  amid  a dis- 
located jumble  of  rocks  called  la  Tierra 
Mala. 

From  Fanlo  to  Vio  is  3 hours : 1 
hour  short  of  Vio  the  mountains  to  the 


E.  are  very  grand.  Breakfast  at  the 
house  of  Manuel  Cerezuela,  who  has 
eggs,  wine,  and  bread ; bring  your 
mutton  therefore  from  Fanlo.  From 
Vio  to  Escalona,  3 hours;  1 hour 
short,  you  descend  to  the  village  Puyar- 
ruebo,  whose-  cultivated  slopes  contrast 
with  the  barren  San  Victorian:  at 
Escalona  there  is  a quaint  Vent  a and 
chapel  under  the  same  roof ; however 
dirty  and  dear,  it  is  much  frequented 
by  muleteers:  the  Ventero  is  careless, 
and  without  a conscience — the  nearer 
the  church  the  farther  from  God.  The 
sunset  view  of  the  mountains  from  the 
neighbouring  fountain  is  glorious ; 
hence  into  France  by  Vielsa,  6 hours. 
To  the  summit  of  the  Puerto  de  Vielsa, 
4 hours ; to  the  1.  as  you  ascend  is  a 
very  fine  cascade ; 2 hours’  descent 
lead  to  the  French  village  Le  Plan ; 
thence  through  Val  d ’ Aure  to  Arreau, 
6 hours. 

Another  route  from  Escalona  runs 
to  the  convent  of  San  Victorian,  3 
hours  of  gentle  ascent  through  the 
village  Espumas.  This  monastery  is  a 
nobly  placed  building,  although  rudely 
constructed,  with  a modem  church : 
here  some  of  the  early  kings  of  Arragon 
are  interred.  When  the  property  was 
appropriated  by  the  Government,  they 
allowed  the  abbot  Don  Jose  Gonzalez 
y Marin  to  remain  here  to  take  care  of 
the  building:  although  he  has  never 
received  a farthing  of  promised  aid,  or 
of  his  miserable  stipend,  the  fine  old 
monk  entertains  travellers,  who  pay 
their  expenses.  The  cave  of  the 
tutelar,  up  in  the  precipices  behind  the 
convent,  deserves  a visit.  From  hence 
a dreary  five  hours  leads  to  Campo, 
through  a miserable,  bare,  slaty,  crum- 
bling, and  arid  district,  which  in 
winter  is  torn  by  torrents,  and  in 
summer  burnt  up.  The  clear  'stream 
flowing  through  Campo,  and  the  vines- 
trained  to  the  houses,  give  an  artistical 
character  to  this  poverty-stricken  vil- 
lage, in  which,  however,  a bed  and 
dinner  are  to  be  got.  From  Campo  to 
Venasque  is  6 hours.  The  first  portion 
is  inferior  to  the  pass  between  Buja- 
ruelo  and  Forla,  and  afterwards  the 
| country  becomes  tame. 
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ROUTE  183. — ZARAGOZA  TO  HUESCA. 

Villanueva  del  Gallego  • 2 

Zuera 2 ♦ . 4 

Venta  de  Violada  • • • 2 • • 6 

Almudevar  . « • . . 2 . . 8 

Huesca  • • • • • • 3 ..11 

There  is  a diligence,  which  is  the 
best,  because  the  most  expeditious, 
means  of  getting  over  the  uninteresting 
and  almost  abandoned  plains ; yet  the 
soil  is  fertile  and  the  climate  favour- 
able, and  wherever  irrigation  is  adopt- 
ed the  fruits  of  the  earth  abound.  La 
Hoy  a or  La  Huerta,  near  Zuera,  was 
doubtless,  under  the  Moors,  a garden, 
as  the  name  implies.  The  Gallego  is 
crossed  soon  after  Zuera,  and  the  road 
continues  over  the  bald  Llano  de  Vio- 
lada to  Huesca,  Osca,  which  is  plea- 
santly situated  on  the  Isuela,  and  looks 
at  a distance  somewhat  like  a ship, 
with  the  cathedral  tower  for  a mast. 
Inns:  El  Parador  de  las  diliyencias  ; 
Posada  de  Narciso  Brualla.  de  San 
Miguel,  and  San  Francisco.  This  an- 
cient Arragonese  city  is  seldom  visited 
by  foreigners,  but  may  be  taken  by 
those  going  to  the  baths  of  Panticosa, 
as  they  will  find  a regular  intercom- 
munication in  summer.  Broto  is  dis- 
tant 14  L.  through  Solanilla  and 
Veytia.  Those  going  to  Barcelona 
may  rejoin  the  high  road  (R.  129)  by 
taking  the  diligence  to  Barbastro,  8 
L.  from  Huesca,  and  thence  9^  more 
to  LCrida. 

Huesca,  population  about  9000,  is 
the  chief  town  of  its  province  and  the 
see  of  a bishop,  suffragan  to  Zaragoza; 
it  has  a university,  theatre,  plaza  de 
toros,  and  the  usual  establishments, 
being  the  residence  of  the  local  autho- 
rities. This  decayed  and  decaying  city 
is  one  of  great  antiquity : originally 
called  I leosca  (Strabo,  iii.  224),  and 
the  capital  of  the  Vascitani,  it  was 
chosen  by  the  guerrillero  Sertorius  as 
the  seat  of  the  university  which  he 
founded  u.c.  677,  ostensibly  for  the 
education  of  noble  youths,  but  in  reality 
to  hold  them  as  hostages  of  their 
fathers’  allegiance.  The  unscrupulous 
Romans,  unable  to  subdue  him  by  fair 
fight,  set  a price  on  his  head,  as  the 
French  did  on  that  of  Mina  and  others, 
of  whom  he  was  a type.  At  last  (u.c. 


[ 680)  Metellus  bribed  Perpenna,  one  of 
the  officers  of  Sertorius,  to  invite  his 
chief  to  a banquet,  where,  when  full  of 
wine,  he  was  murdered.  On  opening 
the  will  of  his  victim,  the  assassin  was 
found  to  be  largely  remembered  there- 
in. Perpenna  himself  was  soon  after 
put  to  death  by  Pompeius  (App.  B.  C. 

i.  700),  according  to  genuine  Iberian 
maxims,  where  the  abstract  treachery 
is  approved  of,  but  the  base  agent, 
when  used,  is  not.  La  traicion  aplace, 
pero  no  el  que  la  hace. 

Huesca,  under  Sertorius,  grew  to  be 
1 an  important  place,  insomuch  that 
Plutarch  (in  Vit.  Sert.)  calls  it  “a 
great  city.”  It  became  a municipium 
under  the  Romans,  by  name  “ Osca 
Urbs  Victrix,"  and  had  a mint,  with  a 
numerous  coinage.  See  Florez,  ‘M.,’ 

ii.  513.  The  Nummi  Oscenses,  of 
which  such  quantities  are  mentioned 
by  Livy  as  sent  to  Rome  by  the  plun- 
dering and  contribution-levying  mar- 
shals of  Rome,  have  often  been  re- 
ferred, but  erroneously,  to  this  town,  the 
word  oscenses  simply  meaning  Spanish, 
see  p.  448.  Huesca  not  only  produced 
coins,  but  coin-collectors,  as  here  lived 
the  famous  Vincencio  Juan  de  Lastan- 
osa,  who  published  a curious  catalogue 
of  his  cabinet,  * Museo  de  las  Medullas 
desconocidas,’  4to.,  Huesca,  1645,  which 
is  enriched  with  etchings : for  an  ac- 
count of  the  author  see  p.  295  of  the 
charming  1 Voyage  cT  Espagne,’  Elzevir, 
h Cologne,  1667  ; or  p.  201  of  the 
English  translation  printed  for  Her- 
ringman,  London,  1670. 

Huesca  glories  in  having  given  birth 
to  San  Lorenzo,  of  gridiron  and  Esco- 
rial  celebrity,  butthis  honour  is  fiercely 
disputed  by  Huescar.  The  rival  pre- 
tensions are  set  forth  in  ‘ Vida  de 
Santos  de  Huesca,’  8vo.,  Huesca,  1644, 
and  ‘ Disctirso  Historico,’  Aguas,  4to., 
Zaragoza,  1676.  The  better  opinion, 
in  which  we  coincide,  assigns  the  ho- 
nour to  this  Huesca. 

Roman  Osca  was  destroyed  by  the 
Moors,  and,  whenever  excavations  are 
made,  buried  fragments  of  antiquity 
turn  up,  which  are  either  used  up  as 
old  stones  for  building  materials,  or 
reinterred  as  rubbish.  The  Moors  re- 
built the  place  after  their  fashion,  and 
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it  became  the  capital  of  a sort  of  inde- 
pendent half-Berber  tribe,  who,  placed 
between  two  fires,  sided  alternately 
with  the  French  and  Cordovese,  hating 
both  equally,  and  only  using  them  for 
their  own  local  and  selfish  purposes, 
and  then  abusing  and  ill-treating  them. 
Thus  Amoroz,  its  celebrated  Emir, 
called  in  the  aid  of  Charlemagne 
against  the  Kalif  of  Cordova,  and  then 
refused  to  admit  his  allies  into  the 
place.  For  the  other  treacheries,  as- 
sassination, &c.  of  this  Hispano-Ori- 
ental  chief,  see  Reinaud,  ‘Invas.  des 
Sarrasins,’  119. 

Huesca  was  recovered  by  the  Chris- 
tians November  25,  1096,  after  a siege 
of  two  years  and  a defence  of  Numan- 
tian  and  Arragonese  obstinacy,  and, 
like  Jaca,  it  bears  for  its  arms  the 
heads  of  four  Moorish  kings — shiekhs, 
who  were  then  killed,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  a cross  which  appeared  mira- 
culously in  the  air.  Consult,  however, 
chapter  13,  ‘ Fundacion  g Excellencias 
de  Huesca,’  Francesco  Diego  de  Aynsa 
y Iriarte,  fol.,  Huesca,  1619,  and  8vo., 
1644. 

Huesca  is  a fine  specimen  of  an  old 
Arragonese  city,  being  solidly  built, 
and  picturesque.  The  chief  street,  as 
at  Zaragoza,  is  called  El  Coso.  The 
town  is  cheap,  and  well  supplied  with 
the  products  of  hill  and  plains,  or  the 
Campos,  which  are  irrigated  by  the 
rivers  Flumen  and  Jsuela.  The  hy- 
draulist  should  visit  the  grand  reser- 
voir of  Pantano,  near  Arquis,  4 L.  N. 
of  Huesca,  where  the  Isuela  is  dammed 
up  in  a gorge  by  a stupendous  wall, 
built  by  Francisco  Artigas. 

The  see  of  Huesca,  which  dates  from 
the  fith  century,  was  restored  in  1096 
by  Pedro  I.  The  beautiful  Gothic 
cathedral  i^as  built  in  excellent  ma- 
sonry, by  Juan  de  Olotzaga,  a Biscayan, 
in  1400.  The  grand  entrance  is  stud- 
ded with  statues  of  apostles,  &c. ; be- 
low are  many  larger  than  life,  and 
above,  many  more  smaller  ones,  in 
niches.  Above  the  portal  the  Virgin 
occupies  the  position  of  chief  honour, 
and  on  the  sides  the  Adoration  of  Kings, 
and  the  Saviour  appearing  to  the  Mag- 
dalen. Higher  up,  under  a sort  of 
canopy,  is  a model  of  the  cathedral  as 


it  was  originally  designed  by  Olotzaga : 
the  interior  is  simple,  with  three  naves. 
The  alabaster  grand  retablo,  one  of  the 
finest  things  in  Arragon,  is  the  master- 
piece of  Damien  Forment.  Begun  in 
1520,  it  was  not  finished  until  1533, 
tantfe  raolis  erat!  This  Cellini-like, 
most  cinque-cento  work  is  divided  into 
three  partitions.  Observe  the  Passion 
of  the  Saviour,  carved  in  full  relief, 
and  the  medallion  portraits  of  the  artist 
and  his  wife.  In  the  cloister  is  the 
monument  of  one  of  his  pupils,  Pedro 
Munoz,  put  up  by  his  master  in  1522. 
The  rich  vessels  of  silver  aud  gold 
were  carried  off  by  the  French.  As- 
cend the  belfry  tower,  for  the  panoramic 
view  is  glorious. 

Huesca  was  the  Salamanca  of  Arra- 
gon. The  modem  university,  which, 
in  reference  to  the  ancient  one,  bears 
the  name  of  Sertorio,  was  founded  in 
1354,  by  Pedro  IV.  The  Colegio  de 
Santiago  was  founded  by  Charles  V., 
that  of  San  Vicente  by  Jayme  Callen, 
in  1587,  and  the  Seminario  or  Santa 
Cruz  in  1580.  The  schools,  libraries, 
&c.,  were  ravaged  by  the  invaders 
during  the  war,  and  never  have  reco- 
vered. 

Next  visit  the  ancient  Palacio  de  los 
lieges  de  Aragon,  and  descend  into  the 
vault  called  la  Campana,  the  “ bell,” 
from  the  following  classical  and  Span- 
ish event.  In  the  year  1136  King 
Ramiro  II.,  being  thwarted  by  his  tur- 
bulent aristocracy,  consulted  Frotardo, 
abbot  of  San  Pedro  de  Tomeras : the 
learned  priest,  who  either  had  read 
Ovid’s  ‘ Fasti  ’ (ii.  704),  or  possessed 
naturally  a Tarquinian  instinct,  was 
walking  in  his  garden  when  the  royal 
messenger  arrived,  and  simply,  by  way 
of  answer,  cut  off  with  his  stick  the 
tallest  cabbages.  Ramiro  thereupon 
summoned  his  grandees  to  consult  on 
the  casting  a bell,  which  should  be 
heard  all  over  Arragon ; and  as  each 
man  arrived  singly,  he  cutoff  his  head, 
casting  the  bodies  into  the  vault,  from 
whence  they  were  afterwards  taken  out, 
and  buried  in  San  Juan  de  Jerusalem, 
a very  curious  old  church,  which  once 
belonged  to  the  Templars,  some  of 
whose  sepulchres  exist  Abarca  (i. 
190)  questions  this  bell  massacre:  see, 
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however,  Mariana  (x.  16),  and  Mem. 
Acad.  Hist.  iii.  508. 

The  architect  may  also  look  into  the 
parish  church  of  San  Pedro,  and  at 
the  house  of  the  Conde  de  Guara,  and 
the  Casa  del  Ayuntamiento,  with  its 
two  miradores,  and  open  connecting 
gallery. 

Near  Huesca  are  two  remarkable 
monasteries : one  is  the  Ermita  de  San 
Miguel  de  Foces,  which  contains  some 
most  ancient  tombs,  with  singular 
arched  work,  and  early  paintings  of  a 
Byzantine  style,  which,  long  doomed 
to  neglect,  will  soon  be  among  the 
things  that  were  ; the  other,  the  Mo- 
nasterio  real,  is  placed  at  Monte  Ara- 
gon, 1 L.  from  Huesca.  Here,  in  a 
crypt,  is  the  simple  but  very  singular 
tomb  of  Alonso  el  Batallador : the 
engrailed  arches  deserve  notice. 

ROUTE  134. — ZARAGOZA  TO  GISTAIN. 


Villamayor 1 j 

Perrtis>iiera 2 ..  SI 

Lerinefia I .,  It 

Alcubierre 2..  fit 

PoliBino 21  . . 9 

Venta  de  Vallerias  . . 21  ..  Ill 

Berhefjal 21  ..  U 

Barbastro 21  ..  161 

Naval 4 ..  201 

Ainaa 6 ..  261 

Puertola* 3 ..291 

Giataln 3 ..  321 


The  first  portion  of  this  route  runs 
over  the  dreary  plains  of  the  desert  of 
Arragon.  Passing  Perdigueia,  to  the 
E.  rises  the  Monte  Oscitro.  At  Leri- 
nena  the  Guerrillero  Mina  overtook 
General  Paris,  who  had  evacuated 
Zaragoza  July  8th,  181,3,  on  the  first 
news  of  the  battle  of  Vitoria ; but  his 
progress  was  impeded  by  the  accu- 
mulated plunder;  and  here  again,  like 
the  Aurum  Tolosanum  of  old,  the 
crime  eutailed  its  punishment,  and 
brought  a just  judgment  on  this  Paris. 
Compare  pp.  80,  551  (Toreno,  xxii.). 

Polinino  is  placed  near  the  Flumen, 
which  comes  down  from  the  hills ; I 
next  the  Alcanadre  is  crossed,  which, 
just  above  Huerta,  has  been  joined  by 
the  Guatizalesma,  Arabice  “ the  river  | 
of  the  tribe  of  Zelem  and  both  are 
excellent  fishing  rivers.  Barbastro, 
population  about  7000,  is  placed  on  : 
the  Vero,  which  intersects  it.  This 
Sp.  1 


ancient  city  is  the  see  of  a cathedral, 
which  contains  some  paintings  by 
Antonio  Galceran.  1588.  Consult 
‘ Ordinaciones  ’ de  Barbastro  Cabezo, 
4to.  Zar.  1657.  Here  the  traveller 
about  to  proceed  into  the  mountains 
should  furnish  his  commissariat.  The 
; road  now  turns  N.,  with  the  Cinca 
flowing  to  the  E.,  which  is  joined  by 
the  Ara  at  Ainsa,  an  ancient  town, 

I and  once  the  court  of  the  kings  of 
; Sobrarbe,  some  remains  of  whose  Al- 
cazar yet  exist.  The  church  is  col- 
legiate. About  1^  mile  distant  is  the 
cross  of  Sobrarbe,  placed  on  a stone 
shaft,  which  imitates  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  is  canopied  by  a Doric 
cupola.  This  marks  the  site  where 
Garcia  Ximenez  Ennequez,  or  Iniguez, 
fastened  a cross  on  an  oak  as  his  battle 
standard,  when  he  defeated  the  Moors 
about  the  year  750,  and  founded  the 
kingdom  of  Sobrarbe,  taking  for  its 
arms,  “ or,  a cross  gules,  on  an  oak 
vert.” 

Now  we  quit  the  plains,  and  enter  into 
I the  Pyrenean  spurs.  Puertolas  stands 
I a narrow  valley,  watered  by  the 
Bellos,  while  on  each  side  ridges  divide 
it  from  the  valleys  of  Vio  and  Vielsa  ; 
a communication  with  the  latter  is  car- 
ried by  the  wild  pass  el  Portillo  de 
Telia , and  thence  to  the  French  fron- 
tier, by  the  P uerto  de  Folqueta,  and  on 
to  Arreau. 

, Gistain,  on  the  Cinqueta,  is  the 
] chief  village  of  the  valley  Gistau, 
which  is  intersected  by  the  spurs  of 
the  Barbachina.  Here  are  some  cele- 
brated cobalt-mines:  a fragment  of 
; one  was  originally  discovered  by  a 
peasant,  and  taken  to  Zaragoza, whence, 
as  none  could  tell  what  it  was,  it  was 
sent  to  Germany  to  be  analysed.  The 
assayer,  however,  kept  his  secret,  came 
in  person  and  persuaded  the  peasant  to 
sue  for  a licence  to  work  the  mine,  as 
if  being  a lead  one,  and  then  purchased 
it  all,  sending  some  600  quintals  a-year 
to  Strasbourg  until  the  fraud  was  dis- 
covered. 

Gistain  has  several  communications 
with  France  by  the  Puerto  de  la  Ma- 
dera, the  Aura  de  Plan,  and  by  Aa 
Fez,  which  is  9930  feet  high,  and 
practicable  only  for  foot  passengers. 

2 i> 


602 


ROUTE  134. — GISTAIN — BENASQUE. 


Sect.  XIII. 


La  Clarabida  is  still  wilder,  and  is 
often  blocked  up  with  snow.  Up  in 
heights  on  the  French  side  is  a sin- 
gular tunnel,  which  was  cut  in  order 
to  convey  the  Spanish  pine-timber  of 
Gistau  into  the  Val  de  Louron.  The 
mountains  in  this  locality  are  superb, 
as  the  Monte  Perdido  rises  to  the  1.  of 
Vielsa,  while  the  Maledeta  soars  to 
the  r.,  over  Benasque. 

The  beautiful  valley  of  Benasque  is 
7 L.  in  length,  and  18  L.  in  circum- 
ference, and  is  bounded  to  the  W.  by 
that  of  Gistau,  and  to  the  E.  by  that  of 
Aran,  with  which  it  communicates  by 
the  Puerta  de  la  Picada,  and  is  sepa- 
rated by  the  river  Rivagorzana.  It 
contains  several  mineral  springs,  of 
which  little  use  is  made  ; one  near  the 
Pueblo  del  Barranco,  and  called  de  los 
Padellasos,  is  cold  and  ferruginous. 
There  is  also  a silver-mine  in  the  hill, 
or  the  cod  de  Toro,  and  others  of 
copper  and  coal,  but  all  are  much 
neglected.  Benasque,  Vercelia,  the 
capital,  contains  1000  inhabitants,  and 
is  situated  on  the  Esera,  about  3829 
feet  above  the  sea-level.  It  has  two 
parish  churches,  one  of  a Romanesque 
style,  a small  picturesque  castle,  and 
some  Prout-like  old  houses : the  place 
was  cruelly  sacked  by  the  French  in 
1809.  There  are  many  wild  Alpine  com- 
munications with  France,  of  which  the 
Puerto  de  Benasque  is  the  easiest,  and 
ladies  may  be  carried  across  in  literos, 
or  portable  chairs.  The  route  ascends 
the  Esera,  and  passing  through  a 
woody  slope  reaches  a valley  with  a 
waterfall  to  the  1.  The  camino  real,  as 
this  royal  mule-track  is  called,  winds 
on  through  a rocky  scene  to  the  Banos 
de  San  Roque,  which  are  only  used  by 
peasants : ascending  continually  until 
it  reaches  the  Hospitalet,  5542  feet 
above  the  sea,  which  affords  an  im- 
perfect shelter  from  the  winds  and 
cold.  Now  the  Maledeta  rises  in  all 
its  “ glorious  horrors,"  and  denuded 
masses,  to  the  height  of  11,424  feet; 
but  its  apparent  elevation  is  dimi- 
nished, like  that  of  the  Sierras  of  Cen- 
tral Spain,  from  its  being  a mountain 
rising  out  of  a mountain  base : the 
highest  peak  ever  ascended,  the  Puig 
de  Nethou,  was  reached  in  1842  by  a 


Russian.  Maledeta  is  called  the  ac- 
cursed, because,  devoid  itself  of  pas- 
turage, it  severs  the  valleys  of  Be- 
nasque and  Aran,  thus  cutting  off  their 
natural  iuter-communication.  This 
skeleton  of  a mountain,  which  is  a fine 
subject  for  the  naturalist  who  wishes  to 
investigate  Alpine  conformation  and 
development,  is  an  offset  from  the 
great  dorsal  chain.  The  Puerto  is 
cut  through  the  Peiia  Blanca,  7917 
feet  high,  and  in  storms  the  mighty 
winds  rush  fearfully  through  the  fun- 
nel fissures,  while  in  the  depths  below 
the  Esera  springs  and  tumbles  into  the 
lake  del  Toro,  from  whence,  after  a 
short  underground  course,  it  re-emerges 
near  the  Hospitalet. 

The  Maledeta  rises  in  Spain,  as  the 
boundary  between  France  here  makes 
an  angle  inwards  N.,  and  including 
the  Valle  de  Aran,  which,  if  the  flow 
of  waters  had  been  taken  as  a de- 
markation.  ought  to  have  belonged  to 
France.  Here,  again,  is  the  point  of 
dislocation  in  the  two  great  ranges  of 
the  Pyrenees.  From  the  Puerto  we 
descend  to  Bagneres  de  Luchon.  A 
zigzag  staircase  track  leads  to  a stone 
hut,  the  Hospice  de  France,  but  the 
hospitality  is  miserable.  For  the 
frozen  Lochs  and  Glaciers,  semhelles, 
see  ‘ Hand-book  for  France,’  Route  87. 

To  the  1.  of  Venasque  rises  the 
Puerto  d'Oo,  which  leads  to  the  village 
of  Oo  in  France.  The  pass  is  9850 
feet  above  the  sea,  and  is  extremely 
wild  and  difficult,  being  chiefly  used 
by  smugglers.  It  however  is  full  of 
interest,  especially  on  the  French  side, 
where  are  the  lakes  or  tarns  of  Seculejo 
set  deeply  in  their  mountain-frames : 
observe  the  frozen  loch  La  Sehl  de  la 
Vaque.  The  valley  of  Lys  is  a mini- 
ature Arcadia,  while  the  gorge  of  Es- 
quierry  is  celebrated  for  its  flowers  and 
botany ; nor  can  anything  be  more 
pastoral  than  the  valley  of  Lusto.  All 
these  localities,  however,  will  be  best 
visited  from  Bagneres  de  Luchon. 

The  communications  with  Aran  are 
carried  under  the  Pena  Blanca,  and 
behind  the  Maledeta;  they  break  off 
to  the  E.  by  the  Puerto  de  la  Picada, 
which  is  7872  ft.  high,  and  is  so  called 
from  a rock-like  obelisk.  This  route 


communicates  also  with  the  Hospice  de  E.  by  the  Puerto  de  las  Aulas,  which 
France ; and  thus  in  a few  hours  the  leads  to  Castillon  and'St.  Girons.  An- 
traveller  may  pass  from  France  iuto  other,  which  passes  to  San  Beat,  fol- 
Arragon,  and  return  through  part  of  lows  the  Garona  by  Castel  Leon, 
Catalonia.  Another  longer,  but  easier  which  the  French  ruined,  and  Les,  an 
track,  leads  to  Aran,  which  winds  ancient  barony,  with  a dismantled 
under  the  apple-headed  Pomcron,  and  castle  of  Roman  foundation,  where  are 
is  very  wild,  and  varied  with  lakes,  some  mineral  baths : advancing,  the 
torrents,  and  cascades.  It  descends  rocks  narrow  in,  and  a wooden  bridge 
through  the  woods  of  Balican  to  Vielsa.  over  a tributary  of  the  Garona,  and 
which  is  the  chief  place  of  the  Valle  called  El  puente  del  Rey,  separates  the 
de  Aran.  Consult  Relacion  de  la  Valle  two  kingdoms. 

de  Aran,  Francisco  de  Garcia  Tolva,  The  communication  with  the  Valle 
8vo.  Bar.  1640.  ' de  Luchon  passes  over  the  Portillon, 

This  beautiful  valley  lies  as  it  were  and  commands  gloriobs  views.  The 
a shelf  encompassed  by  the  spurs  of  usual  excursion  made  from  Bagneres 
the  Malddeta.  It  is  7 L.  long,  by  6 L.  de  Luchon  into  Spain  may  be  just  de- 
wide,  and  belongs  to  the  bishopric  of  scribed.  Leaving  Luchon,  a 2 hours’ 
Urgel.  It  is  damp  and  cold  in  winter,  ride  up  the  Pique  river  leads  to  the 
and  hot  in  summer,  being  exposed  to  Hospital,  a stone  shealing  for  the  eus- 
the  S.  Here  again,  if  the  fall  of  waters  tom-house  preventive  guard.  The 
were  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  views  of  the  two  gorges  or  chief  passes, 
boundary,  this  corner  should  belong  to.  • the  Port  de  Picade  and  Port  de  Ve~ 
France,  as  indeed  it  once  did  before  it  nasque,  are  superb;  the  latter  almost 

Fassed  by  marriage  in  1192  to  Arragon.  ; appears  like  an  artificial  slit  in  a wall 
t abounds  in  fine  woods,  that  are  of  mountain  rock.  The  Malrfdetu  rises 
floated  down  the  Garona,  which  rises  1 in  a huge  sugar-loaf  form,  with  all  its 
in  this  valley.  The  rivers  which  run  1 dark  crest  emerging  from  a mantle  of 
into  Spain  are  the  Noguera,  Ribayor-  1 snow  and  glaciers:  its  real  height  is 
zana,  which  separates  Aran  from  Be-  however  greater  than  the  apparent,  for 
nasque,  and  the  Pallaresa,  a tributary  it  is  seen  from  elevated  ground.  The 
of  the  Segre,  which  rises  near  the  Pic  de  Nethou  is  10,050  ft.  high ; but  the 
Puerto  de  Pallas,  and  runs  into  the  highest  summit  has  never  yet  been 
Valle  de  Esterri.  A ridge  of  hills  reached,  yet  it  might  be  accomplished 
divides  the  two  valleys,  and  is  passed  in  August.  Now  descend  to  the  basin, 
by  the  Puerto  de  Caldas,  or  Bonaguia.  and  cross  the  Port  de  Pomeron ; near 
These  Cordilleras  are  continuations  of  it  the  Port  de  Picade  leads  back  again 
the  Spurs  of  the  Mal£deta,  and  wall  to  Luchon.  Continue,  however,  to  the 
out  the  Aran  from  Spain.  The  commu-  valley  of  Artique  Telline,  which  is  in 
nications  in  winter  are  much  blocked  Spain : observe  the  Trou  de  toro,  or 
up  by  snow,  and  many  lives  are  lost,  gulf  of  dissolved  glacier-water.  Next 
from  the  necessity  of  crossing  them  for  thread  the  pastoral  valley  after  passing 
supplies.  the  waters  which  reappear  from  the 

Vielsa,  where  there  is  a tolerable  Trou  after  their  subterraneous  course ; 
posada,  is  the  chief  place ; population  a noble  forest  leads  to  the  Trou  de 
about  800.  The  Garona  rises  from  Geneou,  from  whence  the  waters  gush 
many  sources,  especially  uuder  the  out  as  over  a river.  The  scenery  on 
Montgarri ; many  other  springs,  which  to  Bosorte  is  truly  Ruisdael-like : 
are  fed  by  the  glaciers  of  the  Malddeta,  down  this  stream  vast  supplies  of  wood 
ooze  out  of  their  rocky  pores : some  are  floated  into  France,  to  be  sawed 
again  disappear  for  a time  among  the  into  planks  at  the  mills  of  Foz  and  St. 
broken  rocks,  and  then  burst  up  anew ; Beat,  which  latter  place  is  remarkable 
hence  they  are  called  the  Eyes,  los  for  its  marbles.  The  waste  of  these 
Ojos  de  la  Garona  (compare  those  noble  forests  is  scandalous : hence  to 
of  la  Guadiana,  p.  84).  The  chief  miserable  Bosorte,  and  crossing  the 
communications  with  France  are  to  the  Pont  du  Roi,  back  again  into  France. 
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Thus,  by  this  Talley  of  Aran,  Spain 
lias  a ready  approach  into  her  neigh- 
bour’s territory. 

The  following  rather  longer  Spanish 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Bagneres 
tie  Luchon  to  Venasqne  and  back  again. 
Passing  through  the  beech  woods, 
reach  tne  French  Hospice  at  the  foot  of 
the  puerlo  in  hours ; and  gain  in 
2^  hours  the  heights,  enjoying  splendid 
views  of  the  Maiedeta,  with  its  ram- 
pant lines  of  precipices.  Thence  in  1 
hour  into  Spain,  to  the  vile  posada  at 
the  hospitalet.  Observe  three  singular 
cone-like  pinnacles.  There  are  some 
sulphur-baths  in  an  isolated  house. 
Hence  in  3 hours  to  Venasque.  Now 
strike  to  Vitalles,  passing  the  village 
of  Sarli  and  mountain  of  Castaneze, 
where  the  botany- is  remarkable.  In 
3 hours  you  reach  the  dreary  Puerto  ; 
and  thence  descend  over  green  hills 
and  into  the  romantic  defile  of  Casta- 
neze,  4 hours ; and  then  in  2^  to  Vital- 
les, having  now  entered  Catalonia. 
Hence  to  Viella,  striking  N.  up  a 
rambla  or  valley,  hedged  by  bold 
barren  mountains,  to  the  village  of 
Aii'itou.  The  scenery  is  a superb 
jumble  of  rock  and  forest,  and  the 
haunt  of  bears  and  bouquetins.  In  4 
hours  you  reach  the  hospice  in  its  park- 
like Vega,  and  thence  ascend  the  Port 
de  Viella,  an  austere  tremendous  pass 
of  8300  ft.  high,  where  the  glaciers  of 
Mal&deta  contrast  with  the  plains  of 
Catalonia;  thence  descending  into  the 
village-studded  valley  of  Aran  to 
Viella.  The  beech  woods  of  Baru- 
coude  and  valley  of  Joncott  are  charm- 
ing. Visit  the  <>jos  de  la  Garona  ; and 
quitting  the  road  to  Luchon,  ascend 
the  valley  to  the  Hospice  de  Artique 
Telline,  where  you  can  sleep:  the  val- 
ley is  delicious.  Having  examined 
the  gushing  streams  and  beech  woods, 
ascend  to  Artique  de  Pomairo  in  its 
green  mountain  basin.  On  leaving  the 
valley,  passthrough  Las  Bordas.  Cast  el 
Leon,  and  over  the  wooded  heights  of 
the  Port  de  Portillon  to  Bagneres  de 
Luchon. 

The  Pyrenean  districts  are  the  cream 
of  Arragon.  The  traveller  is  earnestly 
advised  to  avoid  all  the  tract  of  coun- 
try between  Zaragoza,  Burgo  de  Osma, 


Logrono,  and  Tudela,  as  the  towns  are 
poor,  and  devoid  alike  of  social  or  arti- 
ficial interest,  while  the  wearisome 
plains  are  inhabited  by  a backward, 
uninteresting  peasantry. 

ROUTE  135. — ZARAGOZA  TO  TUDELA. 

Las  Casetas 2 

Alagon 2 . .4 

Oahailas  1 . . 5 

Pedrola  ••••••l..  6 

Mallen 3. .2 

Cortes  ....  ..I..  10 

Tudela 4..  14 

There  is  also  a passage-boat  by  the 
canal  (see  p.  587):  the  vessels  are 
long  and  narrow,  and  are  drawn  by 
mules  at  about  four  miles  an  hour. 
You  embark  at  Casablanca.  A halt 
is  sometimes  made  at  Gallnr,  half-way, 
where  there  is  a good  posada.  Thence 
to  El  Bocal,  which  is  four  miles  from 
Tudela,  to  which  carriages  are  always 
ready  to  convey  passengers.  The 
voyage  is  usually  performed  in  about 
eleven  hours,  and  in  fine  weather  is 
not  disagreeable.  There  is  a table 
d'hote  on  board:  fare  (in  1846)  35 
reals,  omnibus  included.  The  Pa/acio 
imperial,  however  grand  the  name,  is 
not  worth  visiting.  La  obra.  or  “the 
work”  for  letting  out  the  waters,  may 
interest  the  hyuraulist.  The  water- 
hatches  generally  are  named  after 
saints,  like  the  wine-vaults  at  Xerez, 
or  salt-pms  in  the  Isla.  The  irriga- 
tion about  Gallur  is  well  conducted. 

The  Navarrese  company  runs  dili- 
gences to  Tudela,  and  thence  to 
Bayonne  by  Pamplona.  The  road 
follows  between  the  lines  of  the  canal 
and  the  Ebro,  but  the  country  is  un- 
interesting. At  Alagon,  June  14,  1808, 
Lefebvre  Desnouettes  routed  Palafox, 
as  completely  and  as  easily  as  he  had 
the  day  before  defeated  his  brother  at 
Mallen,  the  worthy  pair  in  both  in- 
stances being  the  first  to  set  an  example 
of  flight  to  their  unfortunate  troops. 
Consult  * Antiguedades  de  Mallen,’ 
Juan  Andrez  de  Uztaroz,  4to.,  Zar. 
1641. 

Soon  the  frontier  of  Navarre  is 
crossed,  in  which  kingdom  Cortes  is 
situated.  Near  Tudela,  Castaiios,  La 
Pena,  and  Cartoajal  had  united  their 
armies,  and  were  talking  of  invading 
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France ; but  when  Lefebvre  and  Mau- 
rice Mathieu  advanced,  Nov.  23,  18U8, 
they  ran  before  the  enemy  could  get 
near  them  ; nor  did  the  hero  of  Bailen 
halt  until  he  reached  Calatayud  ; and 
had  Ney  used  the  commonest  expedi- 
tion in  nis  pursuit,  instead  of  delaying 
to  plunder,  not  a man  would  have 
escaped.  Tudela,  Tutela,  is  situated 
on  an  angle  formed  by  the  Queyles. 
The  diligence  Parador  is  the  best. 
Here  the  Ebro  is  crossed  by  a most 
venerable  stone  bridge,  once  defended 
by  three  towers,  which  the  city  still 
bears  on  its  shield,  enclosed  with  the 
chains  of  Navarre.  Tudela,  population 
8000,  is  a dull  town,  the  streets  narrow, 
the  houses  solidly  built  and  lofty : 
there  is  a good  plaza,  and  some 
pleasant  walks  near  the  river.  It  was 
taken  from  the  Moors  in  1114  by 
Alonso  I.  The  ancient  Gothic  colle- 
giate church  was  raised  to  be  a see  in 
1783 : observe  a lateral  portal  with  cu- 
rious bas-reliefs.  The  river  is  celebrated 
for  its  sturgeon  and  eels,  and  its  island 
Mejana  for  fruit.  Tudela  is  the  birth- 
place of  the  learned  Jew  Benjamin, 
who  flourished  in  the  twelfth  century : 
his  works  have  been  translated  into 
Latin  by  Arias  Montano.  Consult  Tu- 
dela Ilustrada,  Conchillos,  4to.,  Zar. 
1666.  This  town  is  the  central  point 
of  many  branch  roads. 

ROUTE  136. — TUDELA  TO  SORIA  AND 
ARANDA  DE  DUBRO. 


Cascante 

2 

Tarazona  . 

2 .. 

4 

Agreda  . . . 

• • 

4 .. 

8 

A Idea  del  Pozo  . 

4 .. 

12 

FuenSanco  . 

2 .. 

14 

Soria  .... 

2 .. 

16 

Villa  Cuervos  . 

3 .. 

19 

Val  de  Albillo.  . 

4 .. 

23 

Burgo  de  Osma 

3 .. 

26 

Osma  .... 

i .. 

26* 

San  Esteban  de  Gormaz  . 

i* .. 

28 

Langa  .... 

. • 

3 .. 

31 

Baderondes  . . 

, 

21  .. 

331 

Aranda  .... 

. . 

2 .. 

35* 

Cascante,  Cascantum,  hangs  over 
the  Queyles,  which  has  two  bridges ; 
population  3000.  The  church,  dedi- 
cated to  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin, 
was  built  in  1476  by  Luiz  de  Gra- 
mondi  and  Anton  Albizturiz ; the 
retablo,  which  is  one  of  the  few  fine 
things  in  these  parts,  was  carved  in 


1 596  by  Pedro  Gonzalez  de  San  Pedro 
and  Ambrosio  de  Vengochea;  the 
three  divisions  contain  subjects  from 
the  Virgin’s  life.  Observe  the  Holy 
Rood,  and  the  statues  of  St.  Peter, 
St.  Paul,  and  the  Magdalen.  The 
Sagrarlo  is  enriched  with  the  mysteries 
of  the  Passion.  A pleasant  walk 
under  a covered  way  leads  up  to  an 
old  church,  also  sacred  to  La  Santi - 
sima  Maria,  in  which  is  an  image 
called  La  Virgen  del  Romero,  to  which 
“High  Place"  pilgrimages  are  made. 
In  Cascante  is  a mineral  spring  which 
is  beneficial  in  visceral  complaints, 
notwithstanding  its  ill-omened  name, 
La  Fuente  del  Matador. 

Tarazona,  Turiaso,  is  a fine  old 
town,  placed  on  a wind-blowu  plain, 
and  exposed  to  the  blasts  of  the  bleak 
Moncayo.  Here  a handful  of  disci- 
plined Romans  routed  with  the  same 
ease  and  success  a Celtiberian  army, 
led  by  incompetent  chiefs,  as  the 
French  did  in  our  own  times  (Livy, 
xv.  51).  Turiaso  became  a munici- 
piutn  under  the  conquerors  : protected 
by  the  Goths,  it  was  celebrated  for  its 
steel.  It  is  now  the  see  of  a bishop 
suffragan  to  Zaragoza,  has  a Gothic 
cathedral,  a Moorish  alcazar,  three 
bridges  over  the  Queyles,  and  a pic- 
turesque wear  or  Azuda.  Population 
about  10,000,  and  chiefly  pastoral  and 
agricultural.  Consult  * Gloria  de  Ta- 
razona, ’ 4 to.,  Mad.  1708. 

Agreda,  Grcecubis,  also  is  placed  on 
the  Queyles,  and  is  much  exposed  to 
the  Moncayo:  population  about  3500. 
The  river  here  is  carried  under  ground 
as  at  Granada,  with  the  plaza,  a foun- 
tain, and  the  Casas  consistoriales  over 
it.  Observe  the  mansions  of  the 
Ayamonte  and  Velamazan  families. 
Agreda  vies  with  Avila  in  its  sainted 
Maria  de  Jesus : she  was  abbess  of  the 
convent  here  of  “ The  Immaculate 
Conception."  Her  biography,  by  Jos. 
Xim.  Samaniego,  4to.  Mad.  1720,  is 
rich  and  rare. 

Now  the  traveller  has  re-entered 
the  bald  regions  of  Old  Castile,  and 
the  best  thing  is  to  get  out  of  them 
again  as  quickly  as  possible.  Soria, 
which  calls  itself  Numantia,  filching 
the  honours  of  others,  is  the  chief 
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place  of  its  denuded  province,  and  was 
ceded  to  Castile  by  Arragon  in  1136. 
The  city  is  very  ancient,  and  is  still 
surrounded  with  its  walls,  which  were  ! 
raised  in  1290,  and  are  well  preserved. 
Soria  was  given  by  Pedro  the  Cruel 
to  the  famons  Talbot  in  reward  for 
services,  but  he  never  could  obtain 
possession.  To  the  E.  rises  the  Al- 
cazar, once  a strong  castle,  but  now  a 
ruin.  Soria  is  placed  on  the  Duero, 
and  has  a fine  bridge  : population  about 
5500.  It  is  a dull  place,  and  iuha-  I 
bited  by  agriculturists.  The  climate 
is  cold,  the  environs  are  rugged  and 
broken.  Among  the  rocks  is  placed  a 
celebrated  sanctuary  dedicated  to  San 
Saturio,  the  local  tutelar.  The  wide 
valdios  y dehesas,  especially  the  com- 
mon of  Valdonsadero,  are  grazed  by 
hungry  flocks,  which  produce  much 
and  excellent  wool.  The  corn  plains 
are  very  fertile,  and  the  pastures 
maintain  a dairy,  the  butter  of  which, 
celebrated  in  Spain,  is  to  our  tastes 
rank  and  ill-tasted.  Coal-beds  exist 
near  Oblega  and  Prejano.  Soria  is  34 
L.  from  Madrid,  and  a new  road  is 
contemplated  which  is  to  run  to  France. 
For  local  details  consult  vols.  xx.  and 
xxi.  of  the  * Memorial  Politicos,’  by. 
Eugenio  Larruga,  and  ‘ Compendia 
Historial,’  Pedro  Tutor  y Melo,  4to., 
Alcala  de  Henares,  1690.  Soria  was 
dreadfully  sacked  in  1808  by  Ney, 
who,  allured  by  plunder,  forgot  his 
military  duties,  and  thus  allowed  Cas- 
tanos  and  a remnant  of  the  Spanish 
forces  to  escape  (Pen.  Camp.,  i.  387). 

Numautia,  of  classical  fame,  is  said 
to  lie  1 L.  N.  of  Soria  ; but  all  this  is 
mere  conjecture,  as  the  terrorist  Ro- 
mans passed  a ploughshare  over  the 
site  of  a city  which  defied  their  arms. 
The  character  of  the  present  natives 
remains  unchanged ; they,  like  the 
Arragonese  and  Zaragozans,  are  dis- 
tinguished for  obstinacy,  endurance  of 
privations,  and  a dogged  resistance  to 
the  yoke  of  a foreign  invader. 

From  Soria  there  is  a bridle  road  to 
Loqrono.  The  localities  to  the  N.W. 
abound  in  immemorial  pine  forests, 
Jm s pinares  de  Soria,  which  rival  those 

tbienca,  and  produced  the  fine  ma- 
which  the  chisels  of  Juni  and 


Hernandez  converted  into  such  splendid 
forms  of  art  and  religion. 

Passing  a dreary  country,  we 
reach  Osma,  Oxoma,  another  of  these 
decayed  agricultural  towns : popula- 
tion about  1000.  It  was  once  of  great 
importance,  being  a frontier  city,  and 
was  taken  from  the  Moors  in  746  by 
Alonso  II.  of  Leon  and  destroyed  : it 
was  rebuilt  in  938  by  Gonzalo  Tellez, 
and  fortified  in  1019  by  Sancho  Garcia, 
Count  of  Castile.  It  stands  on  the 
Ucero  and  Abion,  tributaries  of  the 
Duero ; but  the  Roman  city  was  placed 
on  the  hill,  and  some  traces  of  their 
buildings  yet  remain.  The  cathedral 
was  erected  in  1232  by  Juan,  chan- 
cellor of  St.  Ferdinand.  The  Capilla 
mayor  is  very  grand,  and  the  retablo 
and  trascoro  were  excellently  carved 
in  1 556  by  Juan  de  Juni.  This  grand 
work  represents  the  passion  of  Christ. 
The  superb  reja  was  wrought  in  1 505 
by  Juan  Frances,  and  at  the  cost  of 
the  princely  primate  of  Toledo,  Alonso 
de  Fonseca.  The  fayude,  tower,  and 
saaistia  of  this  interesting  cathedral 
were  unfortunately  “ beautified  ” in 
the  last  century  by  Juan  de  Sagar- 
vinaga ; then  too  was  raised  the  Ca- 
pilla de  Palafox,  designed  by  the 
commonplace  Sabatini.  Consult  for 
Osma,  Florez,  * Esp.  Sag.’  vii.  265,  the 
account  in  the  2nd  vol.  of  Canon  Lo- 
perraez,  and  ‘ El  Teatro  Ecclesiastico 
de  Osma,’  by  Gil  Gonzalez.  The  an- 
cient city  of  Clunia  lay  near  Coruna 
del  Conde,  about  5 L.  west  of  Osma  ; 
and  here,  as  at  Penalva,  are  some  few 
ill-treated  remains  of  antiquity.  The 
old  theatre,  however,  being  cut  in  the 
rock,  has  resisted  the  farmer  and 
builder.  Osma  lies  13  L.  from  Si- 
gvenza,  and  9^  from  Aranda  de  Duero, 
and  nothing  can  be  more  uninteresting 
than  the  intervening  country. 

The  ferocious  Inquisidor  St.  Dome- 
nick,  here  called  El  Santo  Domingo,  was 
born  at  Calavega,  near  Osma,  Aug.  4, 
1060;  his  mother  having  previously 
dreamt  that  she  was  pregnant  of  a dog 
with  a torch  in  his  mouth,  a symbol 
that  the  order  of  Dominicans,  which 
he  was  destined  to  found,  should,  as 
Domini  canes,  hunt  heretics  to  hell ; 
while  the  blazing  implement  of  the 
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Furies  alluded  not  to  the  furnaces  of 
the  holy  tribunal,  but  to  the  eloquence 
of  these  preachers,  whose  sermons  were 
to  enlighten  the  world.  The  god- 
mother of  the  babe  next  saw  a star  on 
his  forehead  at  his  baptism,  and  his 
nurse  was  scared  by  bees  which  clus- 
tered round  his  mouth.  He  rose  to  be 
a canon  of  Osma,  and  at  thirty  became 
an  itinerant  preacher.  One  of  his  first 
miracles  was  performed  with  his  rosary 
on  Saucha,  queen  of  France,  who,  pre- 
viously barren,  now  became  the  mother 
of  St.  Louis.  He  was  afterwards  com- 
missioned by  the  Pope  and  French 
king  to  deliver  them  from  the  Albi- 
genses,  Protestants ; and  thus,  by  the 
aid  of  the  bloody  Simon  de  Moutfort, 
“ 100,000  lost  souls  were  converted,” 
20,000  persons  being  killed  at  Moruel 
alone.  See,  however,  for  his  feats  and 
miracles,  Ribadeneyra  (ii.  424),  and 
for  his  family  descent,  ‘ Dissertation 
— del  Santissimo  Patriarcha,’  Loreuzo 
Roberto  de  la  Linde,  4to.  Sevilla, 
1740. 
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You  must  either  ride  or  hire  a 
tartana  for  this  two  days’  journey. 
The  road  ascends  the  basin  of  the 
Ebro ; the  country  on  each  side  of  the 
banks  is  sufficiently  fertile.  AlJaro, 
a largish  town,  is  placed  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Navarre,  under  a hill,  which 
is  washed  by  the  Alhama,  a tributary 
of  the  Ebro.  The  church  is  collegiate. 
Calahorra,  the  Calagurris  Nasica  of 
the  Vasconi  and  Celtiberi,  is  a con- 
venient halting-place,  and  comfortable 
quarters  may  be  bad  at  an  humble- 
looking  posada  below  and  outside  the 
walls.  This  most  ancient  town,  popu- 
lation 6000,  rises  on  a gentle  hill  at 
the  extremity  of  Navarre  and  Arragon, 
and  is  watered  by  the  Cidacos,  which 
empties  itself  close  by  into  the  Ebro. 
These  sources  of  irrigation  fill  the 
fields  with  corn  and  the  gardens  with 
fruits : the  cherries  and  cauliflowers 
are  renowned.  Being  placed  on  an 


acclivity  the  aspect  is  picturesque, 
otherwise  it  is  a dull,  decaying,  old 
Castilian  town  ; the  main  ascent  leads 
to  the  plaza.  The  architect  will  ob- 
serve the  round-headed  arches  of  the 
numerous  porticoes,  the  casa  del  ayun- 
tamiento,  and  the  weather-worn  brick 
fayade  of  the  cathedral,  which  is  built 
on  a confined  platform  above. 

Ancient  Calagurris  rivalled  Nu- 
mantia,  and  both  were  types  of  des- 
1 perate  Arragonese  defence.  Pompey 
besieged  it  u.c.  678,  but  was  com- 
pelled by  Sertorius  to  retire,  after 
a loss  of  3000  men  ; four  years  after- 
wards it  was  taken  ana  burnt  by 
j Afranius,  after  a famine  so  dreadful 
that  it  passed  into  a proverb : then 
husbands  fed  on  their  wives,  while 
mothers  killed  and  saltedtheirchildren, 
but  they  died  rather  than  surrender. 
(See  Juv.  xv.  93;  Val.  Max.  vii.  6; 
Florus,  iii.  22.)  So  when  Ben  Iladad 
■ went  up  against  Samaria,  women  boiled 
and  ate  their  offspring  (2  Kin^s  vi.  29). 
And  Alonso  X.,  in  the  partidas  (iv. 

1 7.  8),  enjoined  a father,  who  had  a 
royal  castle  to  defend,  to  eat  his  son 
rather  than  surrender. 

Modern  Calahorra  blazons  on  her 
shield  “ two  naked  arms  fighting  with 
swords,  from  which  sparks  issue,”  in 
reference  to  a vision  which  Hannibal 
beheld  when  he  captured  the  city. 
The  crest  is  a woman  wielding  a sabre 
in  one  hand  and  a naked  arm  in  the 
other,  with  the  motto,  “1’revaleti  conti  u 
Cartago  y Roma."  A modest  untruth, 
seeing  that  the  town  was  beaten  both 
by  Carthaginian  and  Roman.  On  the 
Plaza  was  rudely  painted  this  woman 
eating  a human  arm.  The  constancy, 
however,  of  the  Calagurritans  was  pro- 
verbial ; thus  Bebricus,  one  of  the 
Devoli  or  liegemen  of  Sertorius,  would 
not  survive  his  master’s  murder,  but 
offered  himself  to  his  manes,  true  in 
death  as  in  life.  Augustus  Caesar 
(Suet.  49)  chose  his  body-guard  from 
the  city  of  Fidelity. 

Of  ancient  Calagurris  some  portions 
of  towers,  a circus  maximus,  an  aque- 
duct, and  of  a Aaumachia,  have  been 
traced ; but  the  remains  have  long 
been  worked  up  as  a quarry  by  Moor 
and  Spaniard.  Florez  (M.  i.  255)  de- 
scribes thirty  coins  of  the  mint.  It 
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was  the  birthplace  of  Quintilian,  and, 
according  to  some,  of  Aulus  Prudentius, 
the  first  Christian  poet,  who  has  left 
a hymn  in  honour  of  the  city  tutelars, 
Emeterio  and  Celedonio.  These  mar- 
tyrs were  decapitated,  but  their  heads, 
on  being  thrown  into  the  Ebro,  floated 
away  together  into  the  Mediterranean, 
and  having  coasted  Spain,  passed  the 
Straits,  and  worked  up  to  Santander, 
where  they  became  the  pride  and  de- 
fence of  the  city  (see  for  details  * Esp. 
Say.’  xxxiii.  272).  A cathedral  was 
erected  at  Calagurris,  over  their  re- 
mains, which  were  the  object  of  holy 
pilgrimage  every  Aug.  31.  When  the 
Moors  captured  the  city  the  corpses 
rose  from  the  graves  and  marched 
away  into  the  hills,  from  whence  they 
were  marched  back  again  in  grand 
pomp  in  1395:  the  bodies  were  found 
perfectly  well  preserved  after  1000 
years,  without  being  salted  ii  la  Celti- 
berienne. 

Calahorra  was  retaken  in  1045  by 
Garcia  VI.,  who  raised  it  to  be  a see, 
conjointly  with  Santo  Domingo  de  Cal- 
eada ; the  ancient  cathedral  was  almost 
destroyed  in  one  of  those  inundations 
to  which  the  city  is  subject,  from  the 
confluence  of  the  Cidacos,  Ega,  and 
Ebro.  It  was  restored  in  1485  by 
El  Maestre  Juan  ; it  is  now  a thing  of 
patch-work  : the  additions  beyond  the 
transept  are  of  the  17th  and  18th  cen- 
tury : the  principal  portal  and  facade, 
as  well  as  the  chapel  of  La  Epifauia, 
were  altered  in  the  bad  period  of 
Philip  V.,  when  the  coro  also  was  dis- 
figured. The  celebrated  warm  baths  of 
Arnedillo  lie  distant  about  4 L.  S.S.E., 
following  up  the  course  of  the  river 
Cid ; they  are  much  frequented  from 
June  14  to  Sept.  20,  and  are  considered 
the  Bareges  of  La  Jligja.  The  average 
heat  is  42°  Reaum. : the  principal  iu- 
redient  is  muriate  of  soda ; consult, 
owever,  the  chemical  ‘ Ensayo  ’ of 
them  by  Proust.  At  Prejano,  4 L.  off, 
are  some  coal-mines. 

A flat,  uninteresting,  but  fertile  ce- 
real country,  subject  however  to 
inundations,  continues  up  the  Ebro ; 
for  la  Woju  Alta  y Baja  see  R.  118. 

Logroho,  Julia  iJriga,  has  a good  and 
pleasantly  situated  posada  of  the  dili- 
ence : the  town  is  placed  on  the  Ebro, 


in  a hill-enclosed  rich  plain,  on  the 
confines  of  Navarre,  Alava,  and  Old 
Castile.  This  chief  town  of  its  pro- 
vince, and  from  its  position  once  of 
great  importance,  is  surrounded  by 
walls  and  a moat,  which  can  be  flooded. 
The  Old  Castle  is  a ruin : the  city  is 
fresheued  by  the  rivulet  Iregtia,  has  a 
good  Plaza  “ del  Coho,”  and  pretty 
walks,  especially  la  Alameda  de  lot 
Muros ; population  about  10,000.  It 
has  a theatre  and  Liceo.  There  is  a 
good  central  street  with  porticoes 
ranged  at  the  sides  ; the  others  are  but 
dirty  and  tortuous  lanes.  The  fertile 
plains  abounding  in  corn  and  fruit 
render  this  place  cheap  and  well  pro- 
vided, while  its  central  position  makes 
it  a mart  of  considerable  traffic;  it 
accordingly  is  a fair  specimen  of  a 
prosperous  Castilian  country-town, 
and  many  of  its  inhabitants  are  in  easy 
circumstances.  There  is  not  much  to 
interest  a stranger,  although  Navarrete 
el  mudo  was  bom  here;  the  Gothic 
Colegiata  is  dedicated  to  Santa  Maria 
la  Bedonrla : the  two  spires  to  the 
W.  are  somewhat  overloaded ; it  has 
some  poor  frescoes  in  the  new  Tras- 
coro,  by  Josef  Vexes,  ob.  1782,  by 
whom  also  are  the  Passion  of  Christ, 
painted  for  the  cloister  of  the  parish 
church,  del  Palacio  Imperial.  The 
convent  of  Carmelitas  Descalzas  is 
memorable  in  monastic  annals,  as  it 
was  discovered  that  the  friars  of  an 
opposite  convent  had  burrowed  a 
tunnel,  by  which  they  visited  the  sis- 
terhood somewhat  unspiritually.  This 
commerce  continued  from  the  years 
1712  to  1737  before  it  was  found  out; 
it  resulted,  from  an  ecclesiastical  in- 
quiry, that  out  of  21  nuns,  17  at  one 
period  had  repented  of  their  vows  of 
vestal  chastity. 

The  strong  bridge  over  the  Ebro 
deseiwes  great  notice,  having  been 
built  in  1138  by  the  hermit  San  Juan 
de  Ortega,  who  is  now  looked  up  to  by 
the  peasantry  as  Saint  John  Nepomu- 
cene  is  in  Bohemia ; observe  its  huge 
triangular  buttresses  and  correspond- 
ing recesses,  each  recess  being  spanned 
by  an  arch;  the  city  bears  for  arms 
this  puente  in  a border  of  fleurs  de  lys, 
panted  by  Charles  V.  in  1523,  in 
honour  of  the  citizens,  who,  led  by  the 
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Duque  de  Najera,  signally  repulsed  the 
French  under  Andris  de  Foix.  The 
invaders  had  penetrated  thus  far,  taking 
advantage  of  Spain’s  infirmity  during 
the  civil  wars  of  the  Comuneros.  Lo- 
groho  was  ferociously  sacked  by  Ver- 
dier,  June  5,  1808,  and  again  by  Ney, 
Oct.  27,  1808,  although  no  resistance 
was  offered,  the  Spanish  armies  having 
in  both  cases  run  away  (Foy,  iii.  267). 

Here  Espartero  married  Jacinta  de 
Santa  Cruz,  a wealthy  heiress;  and 
here  again,  in  1838,  he  fixed  his  head- 
quarters, when  proposing  to  take  Es- 
tella,  then  held  by  the  Carlists  under 
Maroto.  As,  however,  both  these 
notabilities  only  waged  war  with  paper 
pellets,  cigars,  and  frothy  bombast 
bulletins,  it  has  been  suspected  that 
some  mutual  understanding  existed, 
which  ripened  into  the  convention  of 
Vergara.  At  the  same  time  both  ar- 
mies were  equally  hors  de  combat,  and 
“ wanting  in  everything  at  the  critical 
moment,”  while  their  condition  was 
rendered  more  pitiable  by  the  “ march- 
ings and  counter-marchings,”  and  other 
much-ados-about-nothing  of  their  in- 
competent generals.  Many  more  men 
perished  on  both  sides  from  hunger, 
than  bullet  or  bayonet. 

Here  Villalonga  executed,  Jan.  20, 


— looroSo.  6C9 

1845,  the  redoubtable  Christi  no  gene- 
ral Zurbano,  and  this  without  any 
form  of  trial  beyond  identification. 
He  was  shot  in  the  back,  when  almost 
out  of  his  mind  from  privations  and 
grief  at  the  death  of  his  brother-in- 
law,  Cayetano  Muro,  and  his  two  sons, 
Benito  and  Feliciano,  accomplices  in 
his  ill-advised  revolt.  Villalonga,  in 
order  to  add  to  the  bitterness  of  a 
father’s  death,  selected  for  the  site  of 
the  execution  the  spot  where  his  chil- 
dren had  been  killed.  Zurbano  was  the 
son  of  a small  farmer  of  Barea,  and 
from  being  a smuggler  rose  in  the 
civil  wars  to  high  command.  He  was 
a brave,  active  guerrillero,  but  false  and 
sanguinary.  For  these  districts  consult 
‘ Memorial  de  Loyrono'  Ferdinand 
Alva  de  Castro,  fol.  Lisbon,  1633. 

From  central  Logrono  many  branch 
roads  diverge;  they  are  none  of  the 
best,  nor  possess  the  least  interest  ex- 
cept R.  118,  over  which  a diligence 
runs.  A bridle  and  cart  track  leads 
to  Soria,  17  L. ; to  Miranda  de  Ebro, 
by  Haro,  10  L. ; to  Vitoria,  by  Pena- 
cerrada,  10  L. : this  is  carriageable; 
the  shorter  bridle-road  by  Bernedo  is 
only  9 L.  The  road  to  Pamplona  by 
Es  tella  is  carriageable,  14)  L. 
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The  best  periods  for  visiting  Navarre  are  the  Summer  months,  as  the  Springs  are  rainy,  and 
the  Winters  cold  in  the  hilly  regions  : the  cities  ar  ■ devoid  of  attraction,  but  the  wild  country 
possesses  charms  for  the  sportsman,  artist,  and  naturalist;  while  to  the  British  soldier  the 
frontier-line  offers  the  sites  of  some  of  the  hardest-fought  battles  and  most  glorious  triumphs  by 
which  the  Duke  concluded  the  Peninsular  campaign. 


El  Reino  de  Navarra,  the  ancient  Vasconia,  is  another  of  the  small  early  inde- 
pendent kingdoms  of  which  the  bundle  of  the  present  Spanish  monarchy  is 
composed.  Nav,  a common  Iberian  prefix,  signifies  a “ plain  under  hills,”  and 
is  the  best  description  of  the  province,  which,  shaped  in  an  irregular  square, 
80  miles  in  length  by  60  in  width,  is  bounded  to  the  N.  by  the  Pyrenees : the 
whole  population  scarcely  exceeds  300, 000,  and  is  chiefly  pastoral  and  agri- 
cultural. The  Ebro,  which  flows  to  the  S.E.,  and  the  Bidasoa,  which  runs  to 
the  W.,  are  the  main  trunks  that  receive  the  smaller  mountain  tributaries.  The 
kingdom  is  divided  into  five  Merindades,  or  departments,  each  of  which  has  its 
petty  capital ; they  lie  thus — Pamplona,  N.,  Tafalla,  S.,  Olite,  in  the  centre, 
Estella,  E , and  Sangueza.  W.  The  northern  barrier  is  very  mountainous,  being 
composed  of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Pyrenees,  which  dip  down  to  the  ocean 
from  Monte  Perdido,  and  these  wild  and  broken  glens  became  the  natural  fast- 
nesses of  the  unconquered  natives,  when  retiring  before  the  Romans  and  Moors. 
They  found  their  Pelayus  against  the  latter  in  Garci  Ximenez,  and  made  com- 
mon cause  with  the  highlanders  of  Arragon,  until  about  842,  when  Inigo  Arista 
was  chosen  king  of  Navarre  at  Pamplona,  while  the  national  liberties  were 
guaranteed  by  the  celebrated  Faeroe  de  Sobrarbe.  The  kingdom  bears  for  arms 
“gules  and  chains  or,"  in  memorial  of  the  achievement  of  Sancho  III. el  fnerte, 
who  broke  down  the  chains  of  the  Moorish  general’s  tent  at  Navas  de  Tolosa. 
Navarre  was  annexed  to  Castile  in  1512,  by  Ferdinand  el  Catolico,  partly  by 
force  and  partly  by  fraud  (see  Prescott.  Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  ch.  24):  Jean 
d’Alhret,  the  rightful  heir,  being  abandoned  by  his  perfidious  French  allies, 
who  profited  by  his  ruin,  as  the  territory  was  partitioned,  Ferdinand  seizing 
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all  S.  of  the  Pyrenees,  while  the  N.  portion  ultimately  passed  with  Henri  IV. 
into  the  crown  of  France.  The  French  side  is  interesting  to  Englishmen,  as 
having  been  long  possessed  by  the  Black  Prince,  and  being  the  scene  of  many 
of  Froissart’s  delightful  narrations. 

The  intercommunications  between  Navarre  and  Arragon,  N.  of  the  Ebro,  are 
carried  over  a desolate  country,  while  those  S.  of  the  Pyrenees  are  extremely 
mountainous  and  difficult,  being  seldom  traversed  except  by  smugglers.  The 
Navarrese  live  very  much  to  themselves,  each  in  their  valley,  which  is  to  them 
the  whole  world ; here  in  the  green  meadow  or  wooded  hill-side  they  tend  their 
flocks,  while  in  the  wanner  plains  they  till  the  dearth,  and  labour  in  the  vine- 
yard, and  the  wines  of  Peralta,  Azagra,  and  Cascante  are  deservedly  popular. 
These  simple  peasants,  far  from  cities,  have  few  wants  and  few  vices  ; and  their 
bane  is  the  all-corrupting  habit  of  smuggling,  which  their  intricate  frontier 
favours.  The  scenery  is  alpine  and  picturesque ; the  trout  fishing  and  wild 
shooting  excellent.  The  mountains  are  not  so  high  as  those  in  Arragon ; the 
Altobiscar  reaches  however  5380  feet,  and  the  Adi  5218;  the  valleys  are 
beautiful,  especially  those  of  Baztan  (Arabioe,  the  Garden),  Santisteban,  and 
Cincovillas. 

The  highlanders  of  Navarre  are  remarkable  for  their  light,  active  physical 
forms,  their  temperate  habits,  endurance  of  hardships  aud  privation,  individual 
bravery,  and  love  of  perilous  adventure  ; the  pursuits  of  the  chase,  smuggling, 
and  a dash  of  robbery,  form  their  moral  education : thus  their  sinewy  limbs 
are  braced,  and  their  hawk-eyed  self-reliance  sharpened.  Naturally,  therefore, 
they  have  always  been  first-rate  gitcrrilleros.  Placed  by  position  on  the  borders 
of  France,  Arragon,  and  Castile,  and  alternately  the  dupe  and  victim  of  each, 
necessity  has  foroed  them  to  be  always  on  their  guard  against  neighbours  whom 
they  fear  aud  abhor.  Thus  a spirit  of  nationality  burns  in  every  heart,  which 
broods  with  retentive  memory  over  wrongs  that  are  never  forgotten  or  forgiven. 
A watch  and  ward  system  of  an  armed  armistice  dates  from  their  earliest  laws ; 
as  by  the  Fueros  de  Sobrarbe  a'provision  was  made  that  by  a given  signal  of 
danger  the  whole  male  population  should  hurry  to  the  first  place  of  meeting 
(Abarca,  i.  115).  This  preparation  still  exists  along  the  Pyrenean  frontier; 
aud  the  Catalan  borderer  is  called  Somaten,  from  the  summoning  tocsin-bell. 
As  Sertorius  made  Huesca  his  stronghold,  so  Mina  sallied  forth  from  “ his 
country,”  from  the  glens  of  Navarre,  with  his  bold  followers,  a race  that  never 
will  be  extinct  in  these  hills,  whose  weed  is  man  in  all  his  native  unsophisticated 
energy. 

The  best  works  to  consult  on  Navarre  are  the  ‘ Espaiia  Sagrada,’  xxxiii. ; 
4 Historia  del  Remio  de  Navarra,’  Garcia  de  Gongora,  fol.  Pamplona,  1628  ; 
4 Investigaciones  Historicas,’  Josef  de  Moret.  fol.  Pamplona,  1665,  or  the  later 
edition  of  5 vols.  fol.  Pamplona,  1766;  4 Anales  de  Navarra,’  &c.,  fol.  5 vols. 
Pamplona,  1684  ; 4 Congressiones  Apologeticas,’  Pedro  de  Moret.  4to.  Pamplona, 
1678.  There  is  a paper  on  the  royal  genealogy,  by  Joaquin  Traggia,  in  the 
3rd  vol.  of  the  4 Memorias  de  la  Academia  de  Historia’ 


The  district  to  the  N.W.  of  Zaragoza 
is  called  De  las  Cincovillas,  and  these 
44 Jive ” towns  are  Tanste,  Ejea,  Sadava, 
Castillo,  and  Sos.  They  were  raised  to 
the  rank  of  Villa,  which  is  higher 
than  Pueblo  and  lower  than  Ciudad, 
by  Philip  V.,  to  reward  them  for  as- 
sistance rendered  during  the  War  of 


Succession ; but  they  are  very  unin- 
teresting. 

Ejea  de  los  Caballeros  lies  about  13 
I*.  N.W.  of  Zaragoza.  This  ancient 
city,  with  some  2000  inhabitants,  re- 
tains the  tower  on  its  walls  in  which 
Queen  Urraca  was  confined  by  Alonso 
1.  of  Arragon  (see  p.  322).  Here  a 
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tauromachian  snerte,  or  trick,  was 
played  off  against  the  French.  In 
July.  1808,  a detachment  arrived  on  a 
plundering  expedition,  when  the  inha- 
bitants shut  all  the  gates  except  one, 
through  which  about  150  of  the  pil- 
lagers entered,  meeting  with  no  resist- 
ance : bnt  when  they  reached  the  plaza, 
a herd  of  bulls  were  let  loose  on  them. 
The  invaders  not  being  maladores  or 
picadorrs,  retreated  before  these  un- 
usual opponents,  when  the  inhabitants 
fired  at  them  from  the  windows,  and 
all  not  killed  were  taken  prisoners  (see 
Ibieca,  ‘ Sitios  de  Zaragoza,'  sup.  1 53 ; 
and  Schep.  i.  194).  This  bull -fighting 
strategy  is  purely  Iberian ; thus  the 
Spaniards  defeated  Amilcar  by  driving 
bullocks  against  his  troops  (App.,  ‘ B. 
H ,’  428).  The  Carthaginians  also  took 
a leaf  out  of  this  Peninsular  tauro- 
machia,  as  Hannibal  baffled  Fabius  by 
making  his  Spanish  rear-guard  drive 
against  the  Homans  2000  oxen,  to  whose 
horns  lighted  torches  had  been  tied,  as 
was  done  by  Samson  to  the  foxes’  tails 
(Polyb.  iii.  93  ; Livy,  xxii.  16).  For 
history,  consult  ‘ Idea  de  Exea,'  Jose' 
Ferrer  y Bacax,  4to.  Pamplona,  1 790. 

ROUTE  138. ZARAGOZA  TO  PAMPLONA. 
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Vultiemi  .... 
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Caparroso  .... 
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..  21 

Tafalla 

. 4 

..  2b 

Venta  del  Piojo  . 

. 3 

. . 28 

Pamplona  .... 

. 3 

..  31 

For  Tudela  see  p.  605 ; leaving  it 
and  crossing  the  Ebro,  the  dreary 
common  La  Bardena  expands  to  the 
r.  Valtierra,  with  3000  inhabitants, 
has  a ruined  Moorish  castle.  Hence 
a bald  country  stretches  to  Caparroso, 
with  its  church  aud  Alcazar  on  an 
eminence.  Crossing  the  Arragon  by  a 
fine  bridge,  aud  quitting  a few  vine- 
yards and  olive-gi  minds,  the  waste  re- 
commences ; improving,  however,  as 
Olite  and  the  Cidacos  are  approached. 
Peralta,  famous  for  its  wines  made 
from  Berbez  grape,  lies  to  the  1. 
Olite  is  built  on  the  Cidacos.  The 
Alcazar,  once  the  residence  of  the 
kings  of  Navarre,  was  destroyed  by 
the  French  republicans  in  1792.  Olite 
and  Tafalla  were  the  flowers  of  the 


Navarrese  crown,  Olite  y Tafalla — 
Flor  de  Navarra ; now  they  are  both 
in  the  sear  and  fall.  The  best  inn  at  Ta- 
falla is  the  Parador  de  las  Diligencias, 
at  which  the  coach  usually  stops. 

Tafalla,  Tubalia,  because  founded 
by  Tubal,  was  once  the  court  of  the 
kings.  Here  Semen  Lezano  in  1419 
built  for  Charles  III.  a fine  palace, 
now  a sad  ruin.  The  old  city  walls 
have  escaped  better.  The  Plaza  de 
arrnas  is  on  an  eminence.  The  climate 
is  delicious  and  the  place  salubrious, 
and  there  is  good  shooting  in  the 
Montes,  near  Artajona,  at  El  Plano 
and  El  bosque  del  Condestable,  near 
which  flows  the  Arga,  coming  down 
from  the  Baztan,  aud  a good  trout 
stream.  Tafalla  is  now  much  impo- 
verished : population  under  5000. 

Visit  the  hermitage  Santa  Catalina, 
where  the  Bishop  of  Pamplona,  Nicolas 
Echevarri,  the  head  of  the  Agramont 
party,  was  murdered  Nov.  23,  1469, 
during  the  sitting  of  the  Cortes,  by  the 
constable  Pierres  de  Peralta,  the  chief 
of  the  Beaumont  faction.  Parties  ran 
so  high  that  this  deed  was  done  even 
in  the  presence  of  the  Infanta.  The 
Parroquia  de  Santa  Maria  has  a fine 
cinquecento  retablo,  by  Miguel  de 
Ancheta,  representing  the  lives  of  the 
Saviour  aud  the  Virgin.  Observe  the 
Doric  and  Ionic  tabernacle,  and  the 
bassi-rilievi,  especially  the  Saviour 
exhibiting  his  wounded  side: 

Crossing  the  Cidacos,  whose  banks 
are  pretty,  half  way  to  Barasoain  is 
La  venta  de  las  Campanas,  famous  for 
Navarre  wine  and  huevos  cocidos. 
Belascoain  lies  to  the  E.  on  the  Ega, 
and  was  celebrated  for  its  baths:  it 
has  a bridge  and  fort,  which  were  car- 
ried, in  May,  1839,  when  Diego  Leon 
defeated  the  Carlists,  the  English  le- 
gionary battalion  really  doing  the 
brunt  of  the  work.  He  was  made  a 
Conde  for  this  affair,  but  met  with  a 
melancholy  end,  being  shot  for  treason. 
Emerging  from  the  defiles  of  Olarzy, 
near  Noain.  to  the  1.  of  Arlequy,  is  the 
fine  aqueduct  of  Pamplona,  which  we 
now  enter,  crossing  the  Monreal.  Inns, 
El  Parador  de  las  Diligencias  (good), 
Posada  de  laViuda  de  Florentino  Eche- 
varria, and  Posada  de  Antonio  Cortes. 
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Pamplona  is  the  capital  and  frontier- 
key  of  Navarre,  being  the  first  city  of 
the  plains.  The  Kelate  chaiu  of  the 
Pyrenees  is  distant  4 L.  It  is  situated 
on  the  1.  of  the  Arga,  which  here  forms 
a horse-shoe  bend  N.,  and  is  one  of  the 
chief  tributaries  which  “ make  a man  ” 
of  the  Ebro : — 

Arga  Ega  v Aragon , 

Hacen  al  Ebro,  Baron . 

The  Arga  flows  through  the  bean-  | 
tiful  Cuenca , 7 L.  in  circumference,  the 
Concha , the  shell  of  which  Pamplona 
is  the  pearl.  The  climate  is  somewhat 
damp  and  cold,  but  the  gardens  are 
fruitful  and  the  meadows  verdant. 
The  position  is  well  adapted  for  a 
fortress,  as  it  overawes  the  plains, 
while  its  own  sloping  eminence  is  not 
commanded  itself.  The  Pyrenees  and 
spurs  rise  charmingly  in  the  distance, 
especially  when  seen  from  the  citadel 
and  El  Mirador  on  the  walk.  The 
sons  of  Pompey  were  induced  by  local 
considerations  to  rebuild  this  place  in 
the  year  68  B.C.,  whence  it  was  allied 
Pompeiopolis  (Strabo,  iii.  245).  This 
the  Moors  corrupted  into  liambilonah. 
whence  the  present  name.  The  city 
remained  faithful  to  the  cause  of  its 
founders,  and  was  therefore  slighted  by 
Augustus.  In  the  middle  ages  it  was 
called  Irunia,  “the  good  town.”  It 
■was  conquered  from  the  Romans  by 
Euric  in  466,  and  again  by  the  French 
in  542,  under  Childibert,  who  sacked 
it  and  laid  waste  the  whole  country. 
The  French  again  destroyed  it  in  778 
under  Charlemagne.  That  great  em- 
peror had  been  invited  by  the  Berber 
chiefs  of  Navarre  to  assist  them  against 
the  Moors  of  Cordova,  but  when  the 
Franc  troops  arrived  they  were  refused 
admittance  into  the  garrisons,  just  as 
occurred  in  regard  to  ourselves  during 
the  Peninsular  war.  Pamplona  beat  off 
the  Moors  in  907,  and  the  Castilians  in 
1138;  but  has  always  yielded  to  the 
arts  and  arms  of  France.  Buonaparte, 
whose  policy  was  ruse  doublee  de  force, 
en  mime  temps,  as  M-  Guizot  would  say, 
obtained  the  Spanish  frontier  almost  lie- 
fore  the  natives  suspected  their  vile  per- 
fidy, or  were  a ware  of  their  own  strength 
(compare  Florus,  ii.  17.3;  App.  B.  H. 


479);  accordingly  in  Feb.  1808,  he 
sent  Gen.  D’ Armagnac  under  the  guise 
of  an  alliance  with  Charles  IV.,  when 
the  Spanish  authorities  were  weak 
enough  to  serve  out  rations  to  their 
friends  in  the  citadel  itself : thereupon 
some  French  grenadiers,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  playing  at  snowball,  secured 
the  drawbridge  and  captured  the  place, 
which  they  held  until  it  was  blockndtd 
by  the  Duke  after  their  defeat  at  Vitoria. 
Soult  made  a desperate  attempt  to  re- 
lieve it,  but  was  signally  repulsed : 
then  Gen.  Cassan  threatened  to  blow 
up  the  defences ; but  the  decided  Duke 
was  near,  and  wrote  at  midnight  to  the 
Conde  de  Espana  (Disp.,  Oct.  20,  1813) 
in  case  of  such  an  act,  “ contrary  to  the 
laws  of  war,’’  to  “ order  him,  without 
further  orders,”  to  shoot  the  governor 
and  all  the  officers,  and  decimate  the 
garrison.  Cassan,  who  perceived  that 
there  was  no  mistake,  surrendered  the 
next  day,  and  thus  the  citadel  of  Pam- 
plona escaped  destruction,  the  usual 
parting  legacy  of  the  invader,  whose 
policy  was  to  dismantle  the  defences  of 
a neighbour.  Pamplona  accordingly, 
thanks  to  the  Duke,  is  the  chief  Plaza 
de  armas  of  this  frontier,  and  the  Cortes 
voted  a statue  to  be  erected  there  in 
honour  of  the  preserver,  which  has  not 
: yet  been  erected. 

Pamplona  is  denominated  Muy  nobb >, 
muy  leal,  y muy  heroica,  and  bears  for 
arms  a lion  rampant  with  a sword  in 
dexter  paw,  and  the  chains  of  Navarre 
as  an  orle : the  town  is  clean  and  well 
built;  population  about  15,000.  It  is 
the  residence  of  a Captain-General, 
who  was  formerly  called  the  Viceroy. 
It  is  the  see  of  a bishop,  founded  in 
1130,  and  suffragan  to  Burgos:  it  pos- 
sesses an  Audiencia,  with  jurisdiction 
over  230,900  souls ; the  numbers  com- 
mitted for  trial  in  1844  were  1201, 
which  gives  about  one  in  every  190.  It 
has  a theatre,  a Liceo,  a Casa  de  Es- 
positos, two  good  fives-courts,  and  a 
plaza  de  Toros.  There  are  charming 
alamedas  or  public  walks  on  the  roads 
leading  to  Madrid.  France,  and  La 
Rioja ; that  called  La  Taconera  in  the 
town  is  the  most  frequented : the  streets 
are  well  paved,  but  dull,  and  the  uni- 
formity is  increasing  by  the  similarity 
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of  the  projecting  eaves,  balconies,  and 
rig  as,  which  are  all  generally  painted 
at  the  same  time.  There  are  many 
family  houses,  casas  solares,  which  the 
heraldic  shields  denote.  The  fountains 
are  well  supplied  from  the  noble  aque- 
duct, which  was  built  in  a Roman 
style  and  solidity  by  Ventura  Rodri- 
guez ; the  water  is  brought  from  the 
hills  of  Subiza,  3 L.  distant.  Visit  one 
portion  of  about  2300  feet  in  length, 
which  contains  97  arches  of  35  feet  in 
span  and  65  in  height.  The  town  is 
cheap  and  well  provisioned ; the  prin- 
cipal square,  la  plaza  del  Castillo , one 
of  the  finest  iu  Spain,  is  converted  into 
a plaza  de  Toros  on  great  festivals.  It 
is  adorned  with  a fountain  with  sta- 
tuary, a new  theatre,  and  the  Casa  del 
Apintamiento.  Visit  la  plaza  de 
abajo , or  the  market-place,  which 
is  well  supplied;  observe  the  buxom  i 
peasant  girls,  las  Pat/esas,  with  their  ! 
long  trenzas,  and  the  Boyiia,  or  Be 
reta  cap  of  the  males.  The  river  is 
crossed  by  several  bridges;  the  suburb  : 
de  Hochapea  was  almost  destroyed  by 
the  French,  and  suffered  much  during 
the  O’Donnell  Christind'  outbreak  in 
1841,  when  it  was  fired  at  for  three 
days  from  the  citadel,  by  which  San 
Lorenzo  and  the  Casa  del  Ayuntamiento 
were  almost  ruined. 

Pamplona  is  soon  seen  : the  Gothic 
cathedral  was  built  in  1397  by  Charles 
III.  of  Navarre,  who  then  took  down 
the  older  edifice  of  1 100 ; he  left  how-  i 
ever  a portion  of  the  beautiful  cloisters, 
whose  double  galleries,  quaint  capitals 
to  pillars,  and  iron  palisado,  a relic 
from  the  battle  of  A avas  de  Tvlosa, 
deserve  notice  : the  grand  entrance  is 
in  a heavy  incongruous  Corinthian, 
and  was  put  up  in  1783  by  Ventura 
Rodriguez  during  the  pseudo-classical 
and  Royal  Academical  mania ; the 
portal  is  the  Assumption  of  the  Virgin, 
and  the  tutelar  of  the  city,  San  Fermin, 
whose  grand  holiday  is  on  the  7th  of 
July:  then  Los  Gigantes,  or  Gog  and 
Magog  images,  representing  Moors, 
Normans,  &c.  (see  p.  30),  visit  the 
town-hall,  dance  before  the  cathedral, 
and  then  pay  their  respects  to  their 
patron’s  image  at  San  Lorenzo.  The 
period  to  visit  Pamplona  is  during  this 


Feria  or  fair,  which  is  held  every  year 
in  his  honour,  from  June  29  to  July 
18,  as  the  place  is  then  thronged  with 
villagers  and  mountaineers,  who  cotne 
to  combine  a little  business  with  de- 
votion and  pleasure.  San  Fermin  was 
born  in  Pamplona,  went  to  preach  in 
France,  and  was  put  to  death  at  Amiens 
Sept.  25,  303.  According  to  Ribade- 
neyra  (iii.  92),  the  body  while  under- 
ground worked  so  many  miracles,  that 
Salvio,  bishop  of  Amiens,  prayed  that 
the  site  might  be  revealed  to  him ; ac- 
cordingly, after  one  of  his  sermons 
supernatural  lights  illumined  the  spot, 
and,  on  digging,  the  aromas  of  Arahy 
the  blessed  issued  forth,  and  such,  says 
one  annalist,  as  no  perfumer,  not  eveu 
a French  one,  ever  devised.  The  con- 
gregation thought  that  they  were  in 
Elysium,  and  sung  extemporaneous 
hymns : when  the  body  was  raised, 
although  it  was  deep  winter,  the  wea- 
ther became  so  warm  that  the  townsfolk 
imagined  the  rest  of  the  world  to  be 
on  fire;  trees  burst  forth  into  leaf, 
plants  into  flower,  and  all  the  sick 
who  gathered  them  were  immediately 
healed. 

The  cathedral  is  small,  but  the  in- 
terior is  of  a good  light  Gothic.  The 
coro  has  some  excellent  carvings  of 
saints,  patriarchs,  &c.,  by  Miguel  An- 
cheta,  wrought,  it  is  said,  out  of  Eng- 
lish oak.  Observe  the  tombs  of  Carlos 
el  Mayor  and  his  Queen  Leonor  of 
Castile.  The  rejas  both  of  the  quire 
and  high  chapel  are  excellent.  Visit 
the  basilica  or  chapel  of  Ignacio 
Loyola.  The  burial  crypt  of  the 
canons  is  in  the  cruciform  sacristia. 
In  the  sala  preciosa  is  a remarkable 
tomb  of  the  Conde  de  Ganges,  which 
was  removed  in  1813  from  the  Capu- 
chinos.  A part  of  the  ancient  refec- 
tory and  kitchen  of  the  canons,  who 
formerly  lived  in  a conventual  com- 
munity, is  preserved  in  the  cloisters. 
The  cathedral  library  is  tolerable;  the 
books  are  arranged  with  their  edges, 
not  backs,  turned  to  the  spectator. 
Look  out  of  the  window  at  the  fine 
view.  The  traveller  will  often  see  in 
this  cathedral  the  offerings  made  of 
loaves,  corn,  & c.,  to  the  manes  of  the 
deceased,  whose  souls  are-  thus  sup- 
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posed  to  be  extracted  from  purgatory.  ! 
Consult  ‘ Catalogo  de  los  Ooispos,’ 
Pr.  Sandoval,  fol.  Pamp.  1613,  and 
‘ Historia  de  la  Yglesia  de  Pamplona,’ 
Gregorio  Fernando  Perez,  4to.  Madrid. 

In  the  Diputacion,  where  the  Cortes 
of  Navarre  sat,  are  some  second-rate 
royal  portraits.  The  bridges  over  the 
river  are  picturesque,  but  beware  of 
sketching  the  citadel  without  leave 
from  the  authorities.  This  strong  de- 
fence is  separated  from  the  town  by  a 
glacis  or  esplanade.  The  works  were 
much  strengthened  in  1521,  for  Charles 
V.,  by  Pedro  Machuca,  and  enlarged 
by  Philip  II.  The  citadel  is  penta- 
gonal ; two  bastions,  la  Rochapea  and 
la  Magdalena,  front  the  river.  Fo- 
reigners are  not  readily  admitted,  but 
may  console  themselves  with  the  as- 
surance that  “ everything  is  wanting,” 
as  Alaix  officially  reported  to  Espar- 
tero,  in  words  which  Ribera,  the  painter 
of  horrors  and  starvation,  alone  could 
have  portrayed  in  a picture  (‘  Campo 
de  Don  Carlos,’  3rd  ed.,  p.  18):  but  so 
it  always  was. 

It  was  in  defending  this  citadel  in 
1521,  that  Ignacio  Loyola  was  wouuded, 
and  conceived,  during  the  tedious  pro- 
gress of  his  cure,  the  idea  of  founding 
his  semi-soldier  order  for  the  especial 
defence  of  the  Papacy,  and  to  rule  po- 
litics through  polemics,  having  crushed 
the  rights  of  mind  (see  p.  238). 
Pamplona  was  at  that  time  besieged 
by  the  French,  under  Andre  de 
Foix,  who  had  been  sent  by  Fran- 
cois I.,  under  the  pretence  of  assisting 
Henri  d’Albret  of  Navarre,  in  the 
recovery  of  his  hereditary  dominions  ; 
but  the  real  motive  was  to  profit  in  a 
moment  of  Spain’s  infirmity,  during 
the  absence  of  Charles  V.  and  his 
armies,  and  when  the  country  was 
torn  by  the  civil  discontent,  which 
ended  in  the  Comunero  outbreak.  The 
citadel  being,  as  usual,  unprepared  and 
unfinished,  soon  surrendered  ; then  the 
French  threw  off  the  mask  and  invaded 
Castile,  but  they  were  defeated  at  Lo- 
grono,  and  forced  to  evacuate  the  Pen- 
insula ; when  Francois  I.  most  basely 
deserted  his  friend  Henry,  whose  coun- 
try was  partitioned  between  Spain  and 
France.  In  the  fosse  of  this  citadel 


Santos  Ladron  de  Guevara  was  shot, 
Oct.  15,  1839  ; he  had  proclaimed  Don 
Carlos  at  Eslella,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  victims  of  the  recent  civil  wars. 

The  vicinity  of  Pamplona  is  of  the 
highest  interest  to  the  British  soldier. 
The  Duke,  after  defeating  Jourdan 
at  Vitoria,  was  obliged  to  blockade 
Pamplona,  instead  of  besieging  it,  the 
consequence  of  Sir  John  Murray’s 
wretched  failure  before  Tarragona. 
Suchet  was  thereby  left  at  liberty  to 
co-operate  with  Soult,  and  fall  on  the 
English  flank,  which  he  did  not  do, 
from  the  usual  jealousies  between  rival 
marshals.  On  the  23rd  July,  1813, 
Soult  crossed  the  frontier,  having  had 
every  possible  advantage  in  choice  of 
time,  easy  communications,  and  an 
overwhelming  numerical  superiority ; 
he  judiciously  poured  his  greatest  force 
on  our  weakest  points,  and  attacked 
Byng  and  Cole  at  Bonces valles,  who 
fell  back  on  Znbiri,  while  Drouet,  with 
20,000  men,  was  arrested  a whole  day  at 
the  Maya  pass,  by  Stewart,  with  only 
1500  : the  Duke,  who  was  absent  at  San 
Sebastian,  setting  the  blunders  of  others 
to  right,  only  heard  of  the  French  ad- 
vance on  the  night  of  the  25th.  Picton 
and  Cole  had  retired  on  Pamplona,  and 
were  posted  between  Sorauren  and  Za- 
baldica  ; had  the  French  pushed  on  at 
once,  Pamplona  must  have  been  re- 
lieved, and  the  Duke’s  advance  into 
France  arrested  ; the  enemy’s  hesita- 
tion induced  “ Fighting  old  Picton  ” to 
stand  firm,  and  thus  precious  time  was 
gained,  and  the  Duke  arrived  on  the 
27tli ; lie  had  ridden  from  the  Baztau, 
almost  alone,  when  he  reached  Sorau- 
ren, and  saw  at  once  the  real  state  of 
things ; he  pencilled  a few  wizard  or- 
ders on  the  parapet  of  the  bridge,  and 
then  galloped  up  the  hill,  the  French 
entering  the  village,  “ luckily,”  as  he 
said,  ‘‘about  two  minutes”  after  he 
had  left  it  On  what  trifles  do  the 
destinies  of  nations  turn  1 Had  this 
one  man  been  taken,  all  would  have 
been  lost.  And  now,  as  this  one  man 
rode  up  alone,  the  whole  army  saw 
and  knew  him  : every  soldier  felt  what 
Foy  (i.  81)  describes  as  the  magic  of 
the  mere  presence  of  Buonaparte.  “ A 
! l’approche  du  danger,  ce  qu'on  seutuit 
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pour  lui,  dtait  plus  que  l’admiration ; 
on  lui  reudait  uu  t ulle,  comine  au 
Dieu  tutclaire  de  l’armde,”  and  the 
great  Emperor  knew  his  power.  “ A 
la  Guerre,”  said  he,  “ les  homines  ne 
sont  rien,  c'est  un  homme  qui  est  tout,” 
Enr  tpto t fivptot,  wrote  Cicero  to  Atticus 
(Ep.  xvi.  11).  Thus  the  spirit  of  a 
single  master-mind  makes  that  of  mul- 
titudes take  one  direction.  The  Spa- 
niards, on  beholding  the  Duke  ride 
up,  felt  fully  the  inspiring  influence, 
and  shouted,  Alla  van  trienta  mil 
h ombres ; such  was  their  estimate  of 
the  value  of  a real  “ Head,”  the  thing 
wanting  in  their  camp  aud  councils. 
The  British  army  responded  in  that 
true  English  cheer,  the  certain  omen 
of  victory,  whereupon  the  Duke,  who 
could  see  Soult,  remarked,  “ He  will 
hear  that  cheer,  and,  from  caution, 
will  hesitate  attacking;  this  will  give 
time  for  the  6th  division  to  arrive,  and 
I shall  beat  him.”  Having  made  his 
dispositions,  he  amused  himself  with 
reading  the  newspapers.  Accordingly, 
Soult,  althongh  commanding  25,000 
French,  hesitated  to  attack  1 6,000 
English,  and  thus  lost  a day,  which, 
as  usual,  lost  him. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  Duke 
was  writing  to  Graham,  Soult  attacked 
in  force ; then  the  pen  was  thrown 
down  for  the  bayonet,  and  the  foe  was 
repulsed  at  every  point  — the  40th, 
7tli,  20th,  and  23rd,  charging  the  su- 
perb French  masses  no  less  than  four 
times  each ; Soult  gave  way,  and  fled 
with  Mons.  Foy,  abandoning  their  al- 
most impregnable  positions.  The  Duke, 
when  he  had  “settled”  Soult, quietly  re- 
sumed his  letter,  without  even  adding 
the  postscript  of  Cffisar,  Vent,  Vidi,  Vici. 

The  French  plan  of  relief  was  daring, 
and  well  conceived,  but  feebly  carried 
out ; repeated  defeats  had  cowed  their 
troops,  and  the  presence  of  the  Duke, 
which  raised  the  English  from  de- 
spondency to  confidence,  had  the  con- 
trary effect  on  their  assailants.  Soult 
indeed,  even  in  the  words  of  his  staunch 
friend  Napier  (xxi.  5),  failed  from 
“ slow  ness  aud  indecision,  which  seemed 
injudicious.”  Monsieur  Savary,  how- 
ever, attributes  the  failure  to  the  old 
btory  of  the  “elements,"  to  “ a deluge 


of  rain  in  the  mountains,  which  com- 
pelled Soult  to  recall  his  columns;”  but 
it  did  not  compel  the  Duke  to  order 
his  to  advance  and  follow.  The  news 
of  this  important  repulse  reached  the 
Allied  Sovereigns,  while  conferring  on 
making  terms  with  Buonaparte,  and 
much  influenced  their  final  rejection : 
thus,  the  non-relief  of  Pamplona  led 
to  the  first  capture  of  Paris.  Pam- 
plona, when  besieged  by  the  Spaniards 
in  1379,  was  successfully  relieved 
by  the  English  under  Sir  Thomas 
Trivet,  the  Castilians  retreating  at  the 
mere  rumour  of  his  advance. 

BOUTE  139. — PAMPLONA  TO  LOCRONO. 
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Puente  de  la  Reina  . 
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. 34  .. 

7* 

Los  Arcos  .... 

. 3 .. 

10* 

Viana 
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This  is  the  best  route  to  Burgos,  and 
was  one  of  the  grand  lines  taken  by  the 
pilgrims  on  their  road  to  Santiago,  and 
owes,  in  common  with  many  others,  its 
bridges,  hospitals,  and  accommodations 
to  pious  benefactors  who  wished  to 
facilitate  the  progress  of  the  devout. 
Near  Astrain  is  a “high  place”  on 
which  is  a temple  of  La  Viryen  de  la 
Reniega,  or  el  Perdon,  much  visited  by 
the  peasantry.  A good  wine  is  made 
near  Puente  de  la  Reina,  a tidy  place, 
where  several  streams  meet  in  the 
plain.  The  place  has  about  3300  in- 
habitants. V isit  the  convent  San  Juan 
de  Crucitijo,  which  originally  belonged 
to  the  Templars  : in  the  chapel  is  the 
marble  tomb  of  the  grand  prior  Juan 
de  Beaumont. 

The  ancient  city  of  Kstella,  the  ca- 
pital of  its  Merindad,  is  built  on  the 
Ega,  which  is  joined  here  by  the 
Amescoa,  and  both  are  good  trout- 
streams;  population  under  6000,  and 
chiefly  agricultural.  A tolerable  wine 
is  made  on  the  rocky  slopes.  The 
walnut  Alameda  is  pretty ; there  are 
two  old  churches  and  a ruined  Alcazar 
on  an  eminence-  Estella  was  long  the 
head-quarters  of  Don  Carlos,  who  was 
proclaimed  king  here  in  Nov.  1833,  by 
Santos  Ladron  de  Guevara.  Here,  on 
Feb.  17,  1839,  Maroto,  the  Judas  Isca- 
riot of  Vergara,  arrested  six  of  his 
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brother  commanders  and  executed 
them  without  even  the  form  of  a trial. 
One  of  them,  Gen.  Garcia,  was  put  to 
death  in  the  dress  of  a clergyman,  in 
which  he  was  taken  when  attempting 
to  escape.  Another,  Gen.  Carmona, 
was  lured  into  the  trap  by  a friendly 
invitation  from  Maroto,  with  whom  he 
breakfasted,  after  which  his  host  beg- 
ged him  to  “ speak  with  his  adjutant 
on  business,”  who  took  him  to  El  Puig 
and  had  him  shot  instantly.  See 
Campo  de  Don  Carlos,  p.  192. 

The  uneven  plains,  or  upper  Ames- 
coas  between  Estella  and  Salvatierra, 
and  the  country  in  the  Valle  de  Ara- 
quil near  the  pass  of  Borunda,  were 
the  scenes  of  the  victories  gained  by 
Zumalacarregui,  in  1835,  over  Valdes 
and  other.  Christino  generals.  Los 
Areas  is  another  of  these  hill-fort  cities 
with  its  ancient  castle  and  torre  de 
homenaje.  Viana  is  an  ancient  city  in 
a rich  corn  country,  with  the  Ebro  flow- 
ing S ; it  was  founded  in  1219  by  Don 
Sancho  el  Fuerte,  as  a frontier  place 
against  the  Castilians : population 
about  3000.  It  is  a cheerful  town,  has 
a good  plaza  and  fine  church  on  it,  Im 
Santa  Maria,  and  extensive  views 
over  the  rich  plains.  For  Logroiio  see 
p.  608,  and  for"  Pamplona  to  Vitoria 
see  R.  122. 

The  company  of  diligences  of  Na- 
varra run  coaches  between  Bayonne, 
Tolosa,  Tudela,  Pamplona,  and  Zara- 
goza. There  are  tour  routes  from 
Pamplona  to  Bayonne  and  France; 
that  by  Tolosa  long  was  the  only  one 
carriageable,  but  recently  a new  and 
shorter  route  has  been  opened  by  Vera ; 
the  other  passes  are  merely  bridle  and 
mountain  roads. 

ROUTE  140. — PAMPLONA  TO  TOLOSA. 

Irunun 3 

Leciimberri  . . . . 2j  ..  51 

Arriba 21  . . S 

Tolosa  . , . . . . 3. .11 

You  quit  Pamplona  by  a bad  road, 
over  arid  and  bald  plains ; but  after 
passing  Berrio  piano  the  ascent  com- 
mences and  the  scenery  improves. 
The  valley  of  Araquil  is  Swiss-like, 
and  you  enter  the  mountains  at  the 
pass  of  the  two  sister  rocks  las  dos 


Hermanas.  Irurzun  is  one  of  the  four- 
teen villages  of  Araquil.  Lecumberri, 
where  mine  host  of  the  posada,  Don 
Sebastian,  is  a fine  hearty  fellow, 
stands  in  its  pretty  valley,  the  Larruun, 
as  Arribas  does  in  that  of  Ariaz,  under 
the  noble  hill  Elosua,  and  by  the  rapid 
torrent  Aspiroz.  The  royal  road  soon 
enters  Guipuzcoa,  and  Tolosa  is  reached 
by  a mountain  defile,  through  which  a 
crystal  stream  flows  pleasantly  : from 
thence  to  Irun  see  R.  121. 

ROUTE  141. — PAMPLONA  TO  IRUN. 

Ostt* 21 

I .at*., a 11..  4 

Sun  Esteban  . . . . 4 ..  8 

Sumbilla 1 ..  9 

Vera 4 ..13 

Irun 4 ..  17 

We  now  turn  into  the  Pyrenees  of 
Navarre,  into  its  passes  and  defiles, 
those  natural  fortresses  out  of  which 
the  Duke  drove  Soult  headlong  in  1813. 
These  localities  have  been  officially 
surveyed  by  English  engineers,  and 
the  maps  published  on  a grand  scale 
by  Wyld,  in  1840.  The  volume  is, 
however,  far  too  cumbrous  for  the  tra- 
veller, and  almost  for  the  library. 
The  apple-bearing  valley  of  which 
San  Esteban  de  Lerin  is  the  chief 
hamlet,  is  truly  Swiss-like.  Here  two 
streams,  one  coming  down  from  Eli- 
sondo,  unite  into  the  Bidasoa,  which 
some  hence  interpret  Vida,  two,  Osoa, 
united  in  one.  The  delicious  valley 
of  Baztan  is  (as  the  word  implies  in 
Arabic)  a “ garden.”  Consult  ‘ No- 
ble za  del  Valle  del  Baztan,'  Juan  Go- 
neeho,  4to.  Mad.  1685.  The  plains 
abound  in  fruit  and  pasture,  the  rivers 
in  trout ; the  hills  are  wooded,  and  the 
mountain  cottages,  which  are  here 
called  Bordas,  resemble  the  Chalets  of 
Switzerland  and  the  Brenas  of  the 
Asturias.  The  peasantry  are  simple, 
purely  primitive,  and  pastoral. 

In  these  recessetj  formerly  lived  the 
Agotes,  who,  resembling  the  Cagots  of 
Luchon,  have  long  been  a stumbling- 
block  to  antiquarians ; persecuted  on 
both  sides  of  the  Pyrenees  as  “ an 
accursed  thing,”  in  Spain  the  pro- 
scribed caste  was  held  to  be  wanting 
in  Limpieza  de  Sanyre,  none  therefore 
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•would  intermarry  or  associate  with 
beings  of  “ unclean  blood thus  the 
outcasts  were  in  some  instances  denied 
even  the  sacraments,  and  were  not 
allowed  to  enter  churches  except  at  a 
side  door.  Monsr.  Ramon  absurdly  de- 
rives the  word  cagot,  quasi  Caas  Goth, 
“ sons  of  the  Goth,”  which,  so  far  from 
being  a disgrace,  is  the  most  honoured 
source  of  descent  in  Spain.  They  are 
termed  in  the  old  For  de  Navarra  of 
1074,  Caffos ; Gafo  means  a leper, 
from  the  Hebrew  Cafah,  distorted,  a 
cripple,  from  whence  the  Arabic  term 
of  opprobrium  Kafir,  a rebeller  against 
God.  Gafo  took  precedence  in  the 
five  actionable  words  of  slander  in  old 
Spanish  law,  because  combining  the 
horrors  of  a physically  infectious 
leprosy  with  the  moral  taint  of  heresy, 
which  affected  body  and  soul.  Thus 
the  curse  of  Gehazi  was  the  common 
penalty  in  mediseval  Spanish  deeds  to 
all  who  broke  the  covenants.  Time, 
which  has  cured  this  leprosy  (substi- 
tuting the  goitre),  has  softened  the 
hearts  of  persecutors,  and  as  the  odium 
theologicum  decreased,  pity  reappeared, 
until  the  Agotes  became  merged  among 
the  peasantry,  and  now  are  more  talked 
about  than  really  existing,  and  furnish 
materials  for  essays,  not  persecution ; 
indeed  there  is  so  little  difference  in 
their  appearance  and  treatment,  that 
they-are  all  but  absorbed : some  of  them 
are  millers  in  the  Baztan,  while  others 
occupy  the  quarter  Bozate  in  the  valley 
of  Aizcun.  Some  think  them  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Arians  who  fled  here  in  the 
sixth  and  seventh  centuries : others, 
and  with  greater  probability,  think 
them  the  descendants  of  the  Protestant 
Albigenses,  who  hid  themselves  in  these 
mountains  six  centuries  later,  when 
flying  from  the  sword  of  Simon  de 
Montfort  and  the  faggot  of  St.  Domi- 
nick. Being  treated  as  heretics,  they 
obtained  the  additional  name  of  Gafo, 
because  it  is  the  worst  in  the  Spanish 
language,  just  as  they  were  sometimes 
called  by  the  Moors  Christaos,  or 
Christian  dogs ; others  held  them  to 
be  remnants  of  persecuted  Jews  and 
Moors ; a taint,  however,  of  some  heresy 
is  evident. 

Now  we  enter  the  Merindad  de  Cinco 


j villas : these  five  hamlets  are  Echalar, 
I Lesaca,  Vera , Yanci,  and  Aranaz. 
Iron  is  found  in  the  bills,  which  is 
smelted  and  wrought  in  Fraguas  y 
Ferrerias,  forges  and  smithies,  as  rude 
and  picturesque  as  those  of  the  old 
Cantabrians.  The  Bidasoa  flows 
through  the  village  of  Sumbilla,  pur- 
suing its  sweet  course  to  ./and,  at  the 
bridge  of  which,  had  the  Spaniards 
Longa  and  Barcenas  done  the  shadow 
of  thejr  duty,  Aug.  31,  1813,  not  a 
Frenchman  could  have  escaped,  when 
Sou  It,  after  the  splendid  repulse  of 
what  the  Duke  termed  a “ mauvaise 
operation,”  was  forced  to  retreat  with 
six  divisions  along  the  narrow  defile. 
The  retreating  French  were  so  beaten, 
morally  and  physically,  and  their  cries 
for  quarter  were  so  piteous,  that  our 
Rifles,  merciful  as  brave,  and  victorious, 
scorned  to  destroy  a foe  half-dead  from 
panic  alone.  Napier  (xxi.  5). 

Lesaca  was  for  many  months  the 
head-quarters  of  the  Duke ; from  hence 
are  dated  those  memorable  despatches 
which  reveal  in  true  colours  the  miser- 
able ministerial  mediocrities  of  England 
and  Spain,  who  were  dragged  out  of 
their  mire  by  his  triumphal  car.  In 
vain  did  he  din  into  Lord  Bathurst 
that  “ the  brave  little  army  was  stinted 
in  everything in  vain  did  he  reiterate 
to  Lord  Melville  that  the  French  were 
masters  of  the  sea ! The  dull  ear  ot 
official  red-tapeism  was  deaf  to  his 
prayers,  as  it  had  before  been  to  those 
of  Nelson.  Our  wretched  cabinet  was 
lavishing  millions  on  jobbing  Spanish 
juntas,  and  paltry  German  princes, 
Homburgs  and  humbugs,  who  neither 
had  the  means  nor  even  the  intention 
of  repayment  or  doing  their  duty. 
Stores  and  gold  were  cast  into  the  lap  of 
foreigners,  while  the  brain,  blood,  and 
bone  of  glorious  old  England  was  pining 
for  dry  bread,  whilst  our  starving 
countrymen  were  being  hung  on  trees 
for  robbing  beehives,  when  they  had  no 
rations  and  no  money  to  procure  food  ! 

Soon  we  approach  the  charming 
valley  of  Vera.  Hie  ver  purpureum. 
Here  again  were  the  sites  of  new 
triumphs  of  the  invincible  Light  divi- 
sion. Here  Soult,  July  31,  1813,  made 
a second  and  desperate  attempt  to  force 
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the  English  lines,  but  -was-  splendidly 
repulsed  in  every  direction  ; and  now, 
had  Skerrett  supported  the  Rifles,  not  a 
Frenchman  could  have  escaped.  Here 
again,  Oct  7,  the  enemy  was  utterly 
and  magnificently  routed,  the  English 
army  passing  triumphantly  into  France, 
Soult  and  Foy  flying  before  them.  The 
whole  ride  on  to  I run,  by  the  beau- 
tiful Bidasoa,  is  all  that  the  artist  or 
angler  can  desire.  For  La  Rhune  (La 
Runa),  San  Marcial,  and  military 
events,  see  pp.  568,  570. 


ROUTE  142. — PAMPLONA  BY  MAYA  TO 
BAYONNE. 
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This  capital  road  is  the  central  of 
the  three  mountain  routes,  and  all  are 
alike  wild,  alpine,  and  full  of  mili- 
tary interest.  Now  we  tread  the 
ground  where  the  Duke  foiled  Soult 
in  his  attempt  to  relieve  Pamplona. 
Sorauren  is  the  hamlet  which  witnessed 
his  narrow  escape  (see  p.  615).  Look 
at  that  bridge,  reader,  on  which  he 
pencilled  the  death-warrant  of  his 
enemy.  In  this  now  quiet  village 
many  most  desperate  encounters  took 
place;  the  first  occurred  on  the  4th 
anniversary  of  the  glorious  victory  of 
Talavera;  then  our  27th  and  48th  re- 
giments fell  three  times  on  the  whole 
brigade  of  Reille,  “ rolling  back  his 
crowded  masses  in  disorder,  and  throw- 
ing them  violently  down  the  moun- 
tain’s side  ” (Nap.  xxi.  5).  Meanwhile, 
on  the  hill  above,  the  Spanish  regi- 
ment of  Pravia  disbanded  and  gave 
way,  leaving  the  40th  alone  to  bear 
the  brunt.  That  regiment  “ in  stern 
silence’’  received  four  separate  attacks 
of  a whole  French  brigade,  repulsing 
them  every  time,  until  three  coui: 
panies  alone  drove  the  depressed 
enemy  headlong  down  with  the  bayo- 
net. 

The  second  combat  began  two  days 
afterwards  at  daylight,  when  “ fight- 
ing old  Picton  ” advanced  against  Foy, 


while  Inglis,  with  500  men  of  the  7th 
division,  broke  at  “ oue  shock  ” the 
two  French  regiments  which  covered 
Clausel’s  right,  and  drove  them  pell- 
mell  down  the  valley  of  Lanz.  Then 
the  28th,  under  Byng,  charged  up  the 
village,  taking  1400  prisoners.  The 
enemy  now  retreated  in  piteous  dis- 
order, flying  for  refuge  with  Foy,  who 
had  remained  safe  on  the  top  of  a hill, 
from  whence  he,  as  usual,  next  ran 
away  into  the  woods  (Napier,  xxi.  5), 
while  nothing  could  induce  him  to 
face  the  British  bayonet,  which  he 
survived  to  attack  with  his  pen.  How 
if  the  Duke  could  then  have  foreseen 
the  calumnies  of  this  historian — cui 
opimus  fallere  et  effugere  triumphus — 
would  he  not  have  smiled  contemptu- 
ously? It  is  pleasant,  said  Lord 
Bacon,  “ to  stand  in  the  window  of  a 
castle,  and  to  see  a battle ; but  no  plea- 
sure is  comparable  to  the  standing  on 
the  vantage  ground  of  truth , a hill  not 
to  be  commanded.” 

At  Osliz  the  road  branches  off  to 
the  1.,  to  Ay  oca ; keep  on,  however, 
by  the  r.  to  Olugue,  from  whence  an- 
other track  strikes  off  by  the  r.  to 
Roncesvulles.  Bearing  to  the  1.  is  Lanz , 
where  the  7th  division  beat  the  French 
at  the  same  moment  as  the  6th  divi- 
sion did  the  same  at  Sorauren , Morillo 
co  operating  by  keeping  out  of  the  way 
to  the  N.E.,  on  the  hill  of  Santa  Bar- 
bara, the  patroness  of  Spanish  artil- 
lery, and  who  this  day  preserved  him 
safely. 

From  Olague  to  Almandoz  the  puerto 
of  Velate,  cut  through  the  rock,  is 
passed,  after  a considerable  ascent. 
The  road  is  well  provided  with  ventas, 
bridges,  viaducts,  of  recent  construc- 
tion ; observe  the  one  which  joins  the 
dip  near  Almandoz ; hence  passing 
Berrueta  to  Elizondo,  population  1 100, 
and  the  chief  place  of  the  valley  of 
Baztan,  with  a decent  posada,  la  de 
Archea ; from  this  central  point  in  its 
valley  many  rude  mountain  paths  di- 
verge. Keeping  to  the  r.,  you  cross 
and  recross  the  Bidasoa,  and  emerging 
from  the  sweet  valley,  wind  up  the 
rocky  path  to  the  Puerto  de  Maya ; 
from  this  lofty  eminence  the  coun- 
try towards  Bayonne  is  displayed  as 
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an  opened  map.  Here  the  English 
army,  catching  sight  of  France, 
cheered,  as  the  victorious  troops  of 
Hannibal,  when  they  beheld  from  the 
Alps  that  Italy  which  they  were  about 
to  invade.  But  their  courage  was 
cooled  by  the  necessity  of  guarding 
these  bleak  and  exposed  heights,  during 
the  long  delay  occasioned  by  the  siege 
of  Pamplona.  The  cold  was  piercing, 
the  night  duties  severe,  and  clothes 
and  supplies  were  not  forwarded  by 
Lord  Bathurst.  This  important  pass 
was  held  July  25,  1813,  by  General 
Stewart,  when  Soult  attempted  to  re- 
lieve Pamplona.  According  to  Napier 
(xxi.  5),  our  general  mistook  the  real 
point  of  the  French  attack,  and  marched 
up  his  regiments  singly,  against  the 
enormous  masses  of  the  enemy ; but 
the  magnificent  defence  of  Barnes’s 
brigade  and  the  82nd  checked  Drouet, 
who  was  so  stunned  by  their  soldier 
welcome,  that  he  remained  24  hours 
doing  nothing,  with  20,000  men,  in- 
stead of  seizing  the  nick  of  time,  and 
joining  Soult  before  Pamplona:  thus 
the  whole  well-devised  plan  of  the 
enemy  was  frustrated. 

Quitting  Elizondo  about  3 L.  distant 
is  the  Puerto  de  Osondo,  from  whence 
you  descend  to  Urdax,  where  a small 
trout  - stream,  about  two  miles  on, 
divides  Spain  from  France.  The 
aduana  is  in  the  barrio  de  Landivar. 
The  fine  oak-woods  form  the  wealth  of 
the  peasantry;  of  these,  in  1793,  the 
French  republicans  wantonly  cut  down 
23,000  trees.  Here,  Sept.  14, 1839,  Don 
Carlos,  after  the  transaccion  of  Ver- 
gara, passed  a second  time  into  the 
prisons  of  France ; first  confined  at 
Valentjay  by  the  usurper  Buonaparte, 
and  secondly  at  Bourges  by  his  Bour- 
bon cousin  Louis-Philippe. 

At  Urdax , Vicente  Moreno,  of  Tor- 
rijos  infamy,  was  murdered  Sept.  6, 
1839.  His  death,  according  to  the 
letter  of  his  aide-de-camp,  Antonio 
Acena  (see  p. ‘215,  ‘ Carnpo  de  Don 
Carlos’'),  was  a premeditated  crime. 
Moreno,  after  the  crowning  treachery 
of  Maroto,  retreated  to  the  Freuch 
frontier,  with  his  wife  and  family. 
During  a delay,  occasioned  by  a failure 
of  a promised  escort,  and  in  the  pre- 


sence of  one  Mendoza,  their  officer,  and 
the  miserable  women,  he  was  shot  and 
bayoneted,  by  some  soldiers  of  the  11th 
battalion  of  Navarre.  It  is  said  that 
he  prayed  for  a confessor  and  a short 
grace:  “Kill  me  to-morrow;  let  me 
live  to-day  ; but  half-an-hour  1”  “ Die,” 
exclaimed  his  executioners;  “ such 
mercy  as  you  showed  to  Torrijos  shaU 
be  shown  to  you”  (see  p.  119). 

At  Elizondo  another  and  a new  road 
branches  off  for  Irun  by  way  of  Vera, 
which,  when  completed,  will  offer  a 
direct  communication  between  France 
and  the  N.E.  of  Spain,  without  going 
round  by  Tolosa. 

ROUTE  143. — PAMPLONA  TO  FRANCE 
BY  RONCES VALLES. 
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This  journey  must  be  ridden,  the 
carriage  road  terminating  J of  a L. 
from  Pamplona.  The  scenery  through- 
out is  Swiss-like  and  alpine,  the  defiles 
magnificent,  the  hills  and  dales  di- 
versified with  wood  and  water. 

Crossing  the  Arga,  and  then  the 
Esteribar  3 times,  we  reach  Huarte 
in  its  narrow  valley,  by  which  the  3rd 
division  advanced,  July  30, 1813,  driv- 
ing the  French  to  Roncesvalles,  the 
scene  of  a former  ‘‘dolorous  rout.” 
Keeping  to  the  r.  after  Zubiri,  cross  a 
stream  before  Zizoain  and  another 
beyond  Viscarret,  and  descend  into 
the  pastoral  valleys  of  Burguete  and 
Roncesvalles.  At  Burguete  a track 
branches  off  to  the  1.,  to  the  Alduides, 
and  another  from  Roncesvalles  to  the 
r.,  to  Orhaiceta,  3 L.,  where  the  royal 
foundries  were  almost  destroyed  by  the 
French. 

Roncesvalles,  Roscida  vallis,  a small 
hamlet  with  a great  name,  stands  in 
the  beautiful  park-like  valley  de  Val- 
carlos ; the  road  passes  under  the  now 
untenanted  Augustine  convent,  which 
was  dedicated  to  our  Lady  of  the  Val- 
ley, by  whom  the  army  of  Charle- 
magne was  cut  off.  The  church  is 
still  used  as  a parochial  one,  and  there 
is  a tidy  inn  opposite.  The  winter 
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cold  iii  these  exposed  localities  is 
severe,  and  the  hardships  which  were 
endured  by  the  army  of  the  Black 
Prince,  when  entering  Spain,  were  in- 
tense. 

It  was  at  Roncesvalles,  in  778,  that 
the  army  of  Charlemagne,  with  all 
“ his  peerage,  fell.”  The  invasion  of 
the  Peninsula  by  this  great  Emperor 
of  the  West  is  involved  in  some  ob- 
scurity. It  would  seem  that  this 
arbiter  of  nations  was  invited  to  Zara- 
goza, to  settle  the  dissensions  of  the 
rival  houses  of  Abbas  and  Omar, 
just  as  Buonaparte  interfered  between 
Charles  IV.  and  Ferdinand  VII. 
Charlemagne  gladly  raised  the  banner 
of  the  cross  against  the  crescent,  for 
the  advancing  Infidel  was  then  the 
dread  of  Europe;  hence  the  religious 
character  given  by  Dante  to  the  cru- 
sade— 

Dopo  la  dolorosa  rotta,  quando 

Carlo  magno  perde  la  Santa  gente. 

But  the  Spaniards  and  Moors,  Chris- 
tians as  well  as  Mahomedans,  were 
little  influenced  by  the  sanctity  of  the 
Franc  invaders ; nay,  their  hatred  of 
foreign  dictation  reconciled  all  pre- 
vious differences,  which  were  merged 
in  one  common  greater  loathing  of  the 
Gavacho,  a name  said  to  have  then 
been  first  applied  to  the  French.  In 
vain  did  Alonso  el  C'asto  of  Leon  make 
over  Spain  to  Charlemagne,  as  Charles 
IV.  did  to  Buonaparte.  The  noble 
people  rose  to  a man,  and  found  a 
leader  in  Bernardo  del  Carpio,  the 
reputed  nephew  of  Alonso;  probably 
both  he  and  Orlando,  who  was  slain 
by  him,  are,  like  Achilles,  the  pure 
creatures  of  romance,  but  they  truly 
depict  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  so  far 
are  historical.  The  ballads  are  among 
the  finest  in  any  language.  The  march 
of  Bernardo  (Duran,  iv.  157)  tells  the 
gathering,  the  uprising  of  the  nation  ; 
the  cry  was,  “ Arm  for  your  inde- 
pendence ! Has  the  Frenchman  perad- 
venture  already  conquered  the  land? 
does  he  expect  a bloodless  victory  ? 
Never  1 It  may  be  said  of  the  Leonese 
that  ' they  die,  but  never  that  they 
surrender ” and  this  was  a truth,  not 


the  idle  boast  of  a Cambronne,  the  first 
j to  be  taken  prisoner  and  alive  (Disp., 
June  19, 1815).  The  French,  retiring 
' from  Spain,  were  caught  in  the  moun- 
[ taiu  gorges,  and  all  but  exterminated. 

The  Spaniards  now  arrogate  all  the 
glory  of  Roncesvalles  for  themselves, 
while  the  Moors  called  it  their  victory 
(Conde,  i.  201).  Nay,  now  even  the 
defeated  French  ingeniously  claim  the 
disputed  deed  for  themselves.  Les 
Arabes,  et  mane  les  Espagnols,  prtf- 
tendent  h l’honneur  de  cette  victoire ; 
il  n'appartient  ni  aux  uns,  ni  aux 
autres : les  Franqais  de  la  Seine  ne 
furent  vaincus  que  par  les  Fran 9a is  de 
l’Adour  et  de  la  Garonne!  Maries 
(Conde  i.  234).  So  Mons.  Foy  (i.  205) 
discovered  that  the  victories  “ de  Creci, 
de  Poitiers,  et  d’Azincourt”  were  not 
won  by  Englishmen,  but  by  French 
troops,  composed  of  “ Normans,  Poite- 
vins,  and  Gascons.”  Be  these  things 
and  Gascons  as  they  may,  the  English, 
under  General  Byng,  were  cheered  on 
these  identical  spots  by  the  Spaniards, 
w ho  sang  the  old  ballads  of  Bernardo, 
nor  will  the  religio  loci,  even  be  it  a 
“ romance,”  ever  be  lied  or  explained 
away.  This  time-honoured  locality  was 
marked  with  a pillar,  which  comme- 
morated the  defeat  of  Charlemagne, 
but  it  was  pulled  down  in  1794,  to  the 
tune  of  a “ musique  touchante,”  by 
two  commissioners  of  the  French  re- 
public, who  entered  the  valley  with 
a column  of  men,  called  by  themselves 
la  Infernale,  who  carried  fire  and 
sword,  rapine  and  butchery,  every- 
where ; see  even  the  French  account, 
* Viet,  et  Con.’  iii.  180.  The  parish 
church  was  then  pillaged,  where  long 
had  hung  the  identical  chains  which 
guarded  the  Moorish  chief’s  tent  at 
Navas  de  Tolusa,  and  through  which 
Sancho  el  Fuerte  broke ; through  this 
memorable  valley,  by  which  the  Black 
Prince  led  his  legions  in  February, 
1367,  to  the  victory  of  Navarrete.  did 
poor  Joseph  Buonaparte  fly  after  the 
“ dolorous  rout,”  and  the  Duke's  vic- 
tory at  Vitoria.  Here  also  was  Don 
Carlos  proclaimed  king,  by  Eraso, 
Oct.  12,  1833. 

Three  mountain  routes  branch 
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hence ; the  best  is  the  central,  which 
goes  up  the  delicious  valley,  Valcarlos. 
A small  rivulet,  a tributary  of  the 
JVive,  divides  antipathetic  Spain  and 
France.  The  boundary-line  is  indi- 


cated by  landmarks,  placed  in  1792 
by  mutual  referees.  One  L.  leads  to 
St.  Jean  Pied  du  Port.  The  frontier 
on  both  sides  is  marked  by  custom- 
house officers. 


HXC  FINIS  CHARTJEQDE  VI.EQUE. 


“ Da  reniam  acriptis,  quorum  non  gloria  nobis 
Causa,  se<l  utilitas  officiumque  fait*” 

Ovid.  iii.  Ex  Pont.  ix.  55. 
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Alfaques,  los,  211 
Alforjas,  29,  532 
Algaida,  21 
Algarabia,  46 
Algarrobo,  187 
Algebra,  32 
Algeciras,  19 
Alhama,  122 
Alhambra,  131 
Alhambra  by  night,  142 
Al-liamiin,  41 
Alhaurin,  el  Grande, 
116 

Alicante,  ISO 

to  Cartagena,  177 

to  Elche,  190 

to  Xativa,  181 

Aljaferia,  586 
Aljamia,  46 
Allariz,  314 
All  Halloween,  61 
All  Saints,  41 
All  Souls,  41 
Almaden,  66 

, quicksilver  mines, 

70 

to  Cordova,  71 

to  Trujillo,  263 

to  Valdepenas,  86 

Alma  draba,  16 
Almagra,  163 
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Almagrera,  Sierra  de, 

lfi3 

Almagro,  8fi 
Al-Mann,  137 
Almansa,  505 
Al-Mansur,  75,  303,  318, 
355.  364.  523 
Almaraz,  266 
Almazarron,  163 
Almeida,  282 
Almenara,  561 
Almeria,  162 

to  Cartagena,  163 

Almohadillado,  222 
Almogavares,  235 
Almonacid,  500 
Almonedas,  409' 
Almudena,  la,  451 
Almuneca,  161 
Alonso,  el  Batallador, 
323,  601 

el  Sabio,  34,  291, 

423 

VI.,  483,  498,  507, 

522.  534 

VIII.,  509,  529.  541 

XI.,  15,  17,  19,  77, 

334,  333 

Aloque,  wine,  180 
Alpargata,  557 
Alphonsinas,  las,  44 
Alpujarras,  158.  159 
Altar  mayor,  39 
Alva,  Duke  of^  279,  480, 
567 

Alva,  collection,  445 
Alvarez,  Mariano,  247 
Alvitus,  Bishop,  321 
A mantes  de  Ternel,  518 
Ambones,  39 
Amilcar,  Barca,  226 
Amontillado,  24 
Amposta,  209 

to  Fraga,  216 

Amu-1 -Alark,  514 
Andalucia,  1 
Andilla,  205 

Ancheta,  M.  de,  535,  612, 
£14 

Andino,  C.  de,  536 
Andujar,  29 
Andorra,  241 
Ancient  coins,  448 
Angleria,  P.  M.,  128 
Anguarinas,  401 
Vngulus,  Iste,  257 


Anson,  371 
Ansurez,  Pedro,  335 
Antequerala,  130 
Antonio,  Nicolas,  55 

, San,  10 

Apariceio,  420,  435 
Apartado,  22 
Aponte,  P.,  531 
Apothicaire,  Fr.,  544,  551 
Aqueduct,  476,  614 

of  Merida,  260 

of  Segovia,  42fi 

of  Tarragona,  220 

Aquila,  Conde  de,  62 
Arrabal,  130 
Arabic  dictionary,  42 

inscriptions,  134 

literature,  471 

Aracena,  68 

Arragon,  kingdom  of,  577 
Arragonese  Buildings, 

581 

Aranda  de  Duero,  532 

to  Segovia,  480 

to  Tudela,  £05 

Aranjuez,  86,  501 

to  Toledo,  500 

Aranzada,  50 
Arapiles,  288 
Arbos,  224 

Arbues,  San  Pedro,  583 
Arbuthnot,  Col.,  573 
Area  of  Oviedo,  383 
Archestratus,  16 
Architectural  styles,  22 
Architecture,  Spanish,  32 
Archives  of  Seville,  40 

of  Simancas,  332 

Arco  de  Bara,  224 
Arcos,  100 
Ardo-l-Kalaa,  400 
Arrecife,  25 
Aregio,  Pablo  de,  192 
Areizaga,  85,  95 
Arga,  the,  613 
Arganda,  507 
Argote,  Simon,  128 
Arjona,  Seville,  26 
Arlahan,  559 
Armeria,  real,  449 
Arms  of  the  Virgin,  53 
Arnao,  380 
Amedillo,  608 
Arrieros,  28,  309 
Arroba,  23,  50 
Arroyo  Molinos,  270 


Arroyo  del  Puerco,  221 
Arroz,  186 

Articulated  figures,  541 
Asfeld,  182,  506 
Asses’  flesh,  92 
Ast,  335 
Asta,  308 
Astartea,  557 
Astorga,  308 

to  Leon,  316 

Asturias,  the,  384 
Astures,  385 
Asylum,  566 
Atahonas,  26 
Atajo,  25 
Atalaya,  28,  483 

, Gen.,  489 

Atarazanas,  61 
Attend  to  the  provend,  29 
Atriles,  39 
Atocha,  Virgin,  442 
Atun  escabeehado,  16 
Augereau,  244,  247 
Aulas,  295 

Aurum  Tolosanum,  £01  . 

Auto  de  Fe,  60,  344 
Averroes,  Z4 
Avenzoar,  24 
Avila,  459 

to  Madrid,  458 

to  Segovia,  462 

Azabache,  367 
Azacanes,  489 
Azafran,  401 
Azahar,  65 
Aviles,  380 
Axataf,  34 

Aya,  or  Haya,  M.,  535 

Ayacuchos,  87 

Ayala,  Ignacio  Lopez, 

106 

Ayamonte,  30 
Azpeitia,  576 
Azulejos,  37,  73,  77.  135, 

201 

Azumbre,  51 


B. 


Babieca,  542 
Bable,  el,  354,  336 
Baealao,  61 
Backshish,  59 
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Badajoz,  254 

to  Lisbon,  257 

to  Madrid,  257 

to  Seville,  87,  88 

, Juan  de,  323,  32C 

Badalona,  244 
Baena,  94 
Baeza,  185 
Baile  nacional,  455 
Bailen,  79 
Bailli,  Antonio,  32 
Baird,  Gen.,  327,  359 
Ball  ornaments,  123,  497 
Ballenatos,  443 
Ballesteros,  290;  origin, 
396.  447.  539 
Ballotas,  las,  38Q 
Baltazar,  Don,  582 
Banado,  419 
Baiieza,  la,  398 
Banks  at  Madrid,  454 
Barateros,  59 
Barbara,  Santa,  449 

, Queen,  456 

Barragaua,  48 
Barranco,  jaroso,  184 

de  San  Juan,  158 

Barbacana,  58 
Barbastro,  601 
Barcelona,  225 

to  Gerona,  244 

to  Perpinan,  244 

to  Tarragona,  224 

to  Urgel,  234 

to  Zaragoza,  589 

Barceloneta,  234 
Barciense,  268 
Bardulia,  409 
Barrientos,  Lope  de,  512 
Bar  lachi,  413 
Barnes,  Gen.,  620 
Baroccio,  432 
Barrosa,  L4 
Barrilla,  168 
Basil  Hall,  371 
Basques,  the,  555 
Basque  Provinces,  554 

fueros,  555 

language,  557 

Bassano,  431 
Batata,  120 
Baths,  41 
Bathing,  573 
Bathurst,  Lord,  572,  574, 
618,  620 
Batuecas,  280 
Sp. 


j Bay  of  Cadiz,  1 1 
Bayascogara,  554 
Bayona,  374 
Bayonne,  567 

to  Irun,  567 

to  Pamplona,  819 

Bayonet,  English,  567, 

616,  619 
Baza,  189 
Baztan,  el,  617 
Bean,  379 
Bebedores,  los,  422 
Becas,  291 

Becerra,  Gaspar,  165. 

294,  308.  346.  548.  582 
Becerril,  Francisco,  343, 

508 

Becerro,  389 
Bedel,  Pierres,  518,  579 
Beggars,  58,  383 
Behobia,  588 
Bejar,  278 
Bejarano,  440 
Belad  Tudmir,  167 
Belascoain,  612 
Belchite,  590 
Belem,  Madame,  47 
Bells,  Spanish,  38 
Bell  of  Huesca,  600 

of  Velilla,  590 

Belliard.Gen.  333,447,457 
Bellini,  G.,  429 
Belmas,  53 
Bellota,  253 
Bellpuig,  592 
Beltran  de  la  Cueva,  185 
Bellver,  241 
Belvidea,  534 
Bembimbre,  309 
Benasque  valley,  602 
Benavente,  308 

to  Leon,  324 

to  Orense,  312 

Beni,  the,  103 
Benicarlo,  2U9 
Benidoleig,  204 
Benisano,  204 
Beni-Ummeyahs,  74 
Bentinck,  Lord  William, 

224,  225 

Berberia  Cristiana,  10 
Berbers,  75 

Beresford,  Lord,  89,  287 
Bereta,  559 

Berenguer,  R.,  215,  230, 

294.  304.  578 


Berenguela,  345 
Berga,  180 
Berganza,  542 
Berkah,  136 

Bernardo,  Archbishop, 
294,  304,  490.  494 

del  Carpio,  621 

Berwick,  Duke,  182,  227, 
505,  591 

Berruguete,  37,  296,  297. 
325.  334,  340,  341, 
347,  349,  484  485. 
487  ; style,  491,  511 
Bessieres,  Mar.,  329.  344, 
349,525,  534,  540 
Besugo,  394.  565 
Betanzos,  356 
Beteta,  516 
Baetica,  1 
Bmtis,  24 
Biar,  179 
Bible  in  Spain,  58 
Biblioteca  Nacional,  448 
Bidasoa,  617 
Biescas,  595 
Bilbilis,  529 
Bilboes,  the,  562 
Bilbao,  562 

, sieges,  583 

to  Santander,  564 

to  San  Sebastian,  585 

to  Vitoria,  561,  582 

Bill-drawing,  22 
Biographie  Universelle, 
53 

Bisagra,  Pedro,  519 
Bisonos,  50 
Bisquert,  Antonio,  518 
Black  Prince,  546,  561. 

564.  611.  621 
Blake,  Admiral,  192 

, General,  121.  190, 

207.  310,  327.  329,  334. 
545,  552,  590 
Blancas,  G..  579 
Blanche  of  Bourbon,  15 
Blasco,  M.,  346 
Bias  del  Pardo,  428 
Blay,  Pedro,  221,  222.232 
Blayney,  Lord,  115 
Blue  blood,  73 
Blooms,  120 
Boabdil,  124,  158,  334 
Boato,  3,  569 
Boatmen’s  tarifF,  25,  202 
Bobadilla,  Beatrice,  294 
2 E 
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Hobos  tie  Coria,  273 
Bocas  de  la  Isla,  13 
Boca  abajo,  30 
Bodega,  23,  24 
Bodon,  el,  286 
Boffy,  Guillermo,  245 
Boletines,  410 
Bolsa  de  Coinercio,  454 
Bonacbe,  5 1 5 
Bonaigua  to  Urgel,  242 
Bonanza,  21 
Bone  deposits.  518 
Bonnet,  Gen.,  387,  321 
Bonnemaison,  Monsr.,  420 
Bonifaz,  Ramon,  540 
Bon i to,  585 
Book  collecting,  5fi 
Bordas,  817 
Bordon,  388 
Borgia  family,  1 83 
Borgona,  Juan,  495,  535 
Borrow,  47,  56,  371.  557 
Borunda,  fill 
Bory  de  St.  Vincent,  56, 
366i4£8,  550 
Bosco,  el,  128 
Bostan,  el,  167 
Botany,  515,  520,  579,  602 
Boulou.  el,  249 
Bound  books,  211 
Bourke,  M.,  524 
Boveda,  38 
Boyna,  la,  614 
Boyd,  Gen.,  IQS 

. Mr.,  112 

Bowie.  J.,  84 
Bowie  knife,  505 
Brackenbury,  5,  14 
Bragas,  188 
Branas,  382 
Brazos,  578 
Bread,  2fi 
Breba,  147 

Breakspeare,  Pope,  212 
Breach  of  parole,  306 
Brecha  de  Roldan,  525 
Breughel,  438 
Bribery,  21 

Bridge  of  Alcantara,  272 
Briga,  475.  533 
Brihuega,  526 
Brito,  G.,  521 
Briviesca,  548 
Brogiotti,  2QS 
Bronzino,  341,  432 
Broquel,  422 


: Brozas,  211 
Bruch,  235 
Bruce’s  heart,  101 
! Bucarelli,  Luis,  L2fi 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  524 
I Buen  Retiro,  416 
| Buenos  jarretcs,  532 
! Burgas,  las,  377 
j Burgalese  houses,  540 
Burgo,  el,  102 
j Burgos,  533 
| Burgos  to  Leon,  325 

| to  Logrofio,  545 

to  Madrid,  5311 

to  Santander,  544 

to  Valladolid,  342 

to  Vitoria,  54S 

Buitrago,  480 
Bujo  de  San  Vicente,  482 
Bula  de  Cruzada,  52 
Bullfights,  Madrid,  414 
Bulls  of  Llerena,  62 
Bull  strategics,  fi!2 
Burial,  want  of,  115 
Burial-ground,  14,  119 
Burguete,  620 
Burdet,  Robert,  212 
Buonaparte,  Napoleon, 
19,  53,  81,  227,  248, 
266,289,  306,  307.310, 
311.325.  329.331.333, 
335,  336,  337,  345,  349, 
350,  356.  366.  358.  359. 
396,  415,446.  450.  451. 
502,531,534,5m,  567. 
571.572,575,  589.  613, 
615 

Buonaparte,  Joseph.  See 
Joseph 

c. 

Cabanes,  X.,  488 
Cabezon,  347 
G'abeza  del  Griego,  507 
Cabezas  de  San  Juan,  2Z 
Cabo  de  Gata,  lfi3 
Cabra,  25 

Cabras  Montafieses,  33 
Cabra  Montaraz,  24 1 
Cabrera,  Andn?  de,  478 
Cabrera’s  mother,  217 
Cabrillas,  las,  512 
Caceres,  270 
Cacolet,  en,  573 
Cadiz,  5 


Cadiz  to  Gibraltar,  14 

to  Seville  by  land,  22 

to  Seville  by  steam, 

22 

Cadogan,  Col..  550 
Caffarelli,  Gen.,  331 
Cagots,  les,  617 
Cal  de  Moron,  22 
Calabaza,  368 
Calahorra,  607 
Calatayud,  529 

to  Teruel,  512 

Calataiiazor,  318 
Caldas  de  Montbuy,  229 
Caldelas,  315 

hams,  317 

Calder,  Admiral,  371 
Calderon,  Rod.,  270.  345. 
533 

Calixtus  1L,  294.  304 
Cales,  6 

Calle  de  Alcala,  41 1 

de  Amargura,  3g 

Callos  y Menudos,  52 
Callosa,  178 
Calomarde,  473 
Calpe,  107 
Calvario,  47 
Calvo,  Baltazar,  120 
Camara  Santa,  388 
Cambrils,  211 
Cambronne,  Gen.,  621 
Camillo,  F„  440 
Camino  de  Plata,  397 
Camiuos  de  Herradura, 
25 

reales,  25 

Campana,  P„  43.  44.  63 

de  Huesca,  600 

Campbell,  Sir  Colin,  104, 
114 

Campero,  J.,  477 
Campillos,  100 
Campo  grande,  344 

del  Abrazo,  559 

Campoverde,  Gen.,  249 
Can  Gran,  524 
Canal  of  Arragon,  587, 
605 

of  Castile,  327,  336, 

345,  348 

of  Madrid,  444 

Cafias,  147 
Canaveral,  272 
Cancionero  de  Burlas, 

530 
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Candeal,  400 
Caudela,  415 
Canfranc,  594 
Cangas  de  Onis,  395 

de  Tineo,  382 

to  Leon, 

283 

to  Villa- 

franca,  382 
Cangiagi,  465.  468 
Canigu,  el,  242 
Canizo,  el,  309 
Cannibalism,  607 
Cano,  Alonso,  27,  118, 
148,  173,  193,  205, 347, 
412,  427, 428, 431,  440, 
453.  481.495,  498 
Canos  de  Carmona,  27 
Cantabria,  554 
Cantabrian  zone,  31 
Cantillana,  ZQ 
Capa,  57 

Capara,  arch  of,  279 
Caparroso,  612 
Capataz,  24 
Cape  St.  Vincent,  4 
Capilla,  367 

Mayor,  39 

Capmany,  Antonio,  215 
Capote,  el,  215 
Capuchos,  29 
Car,  357 
Caramba,  la,  72 
Carabineros,  21 
Carraca,  la,  12 
Carracas,  12 
Carracci,  Agostino,  432 
Carratraca,  120 
Caravaca  cross,  171 
Caravanchel,  457 
Carbajales,  305 
Carboneros,  504 
Carcoma,  361 
Cardenalea,  369,  377 
Cardena,  San  Pedro  de, 
542 

Cardenas,  B.,  337. 341 
Carderera,  V.,  439 
Cardona,  239 
Carducho,  V.,  265,  340, 
346.  438.  440,  470 
Carrena,  J.,  412 
Cargadelos,  361 
Carrica,  557 

Carrillo,  Archbishop,  460 
Carineiia,  Campo  de,  530 


Carrion,  326 
Carlos  de  Espana,  240, 1 
285,  289,  3ol 
Carlos,  Don,  468,  555 
Carmenes,  139.  487 
Carmona,  72 
Carnarvon,  Lord,  56, 371 
Carnes  tolendas,  227 
Carnival,  227 
Carob  tree,  187 
Carolina,  82 
Cartama,  102 
Cartagena,  174 

to  Alicante,  177 

to  Almeria,  163 

to  Murcia,  174 

Carta  de  seguridad,  20 
Carteia,  20 
Carter,  his  book,  20 
Carts,  305 

Catherine  of  Medicis,  567 
Cartuja  of  Seville,  63 

of  Xerez,  25 

Carved  stalls,  491 
Casa  del  Campo,  472 

del  Labrador,  502 

de  Pupilos,  29 

Sanchez,  128 

de  Vargas,  497 

Casas  de  Don  Antonio, 

271 

Solares,  556.  614 

y Noboa,  365,  367 

Cassagne,  Gen.,  96 
Cassan,  Gen.,  613 
Casarabonela,  102 
Cascales,  168 
Cascante,  605 
Casiri,  Miguel,  471 
Castalla,  181 
Castanese,  604 
Castanos,  Gen.,  79,  248. 

285.  309,  528,  539, 589. 

605,  606 
Caste,  57 

Castellano,  el,  402 
Castiles,  the,  339 
Castilian  language,  46 
Castles,  old  and  new,  500 
Castillo,  Juan  de,  51 
Castro,  Juan  de,  55 
Castropol,  380 
Castro  Urdiales,  564 
Castillo  de  Mota,  332 
Casulla,  la,  389,  493 
Catalans,  the,  213 


Catalonia,  principality, 

212 

Cathedrals,  Spanish,  38 
Cattle  export,  374 
Caudete,  518 
Caulaincourt,  Gen.,  508 
Caution  to  innkeepers,  2 
Cava,  la,  114,  118,  485. 
549 

Cavanilles,  Antonio,  189 
Cavalry,  English,  327 
Cave  of  Roderick,  498 

of  Montesiuos,  84 

Caya,  257 
Caza  mayor,  33 

menor,  33,  57 

Cazorla,  164 
Cean  Bermudez,  M,  393 
Ceca,  76 
Ceceo,  el,  3,  46 
Cecilio,  San,  152 
Cedula  de  Permanencia, 
20 

Celanova,  377 
Celemin,  50 
Cellini,  B.,  469 
Celma,  J.  B.,  274,  344. 

369,  535 

Censor  y Veedor,  36 
Central  zones,  31 
Cepero,  Canon,  48,  50,  53 
Cerbeza  con  limon,  407 
Cerda,  la,  528 
Cerdana,  241 
Cerezado,  499 
Cerezo,  M.,  256,  427,  537 
Cereneros,  279 
Cervera,  592 
Cervantes,  84,  456 
Caesar,  115,  591 

Borgia,  183.  332 

Cesantes.  410 
Cespedes,  44,  74.  77 
Cestona,  576 
Ceuta,  114 

Chabran,  Gen.,  224,  237 
Chacoli,  556 
Chamberi,  457 
Chamorro,  440 
Chancery,  Valladolid,  336 
Chancilleria,  la,  503 
Chanmartin,  531 
Chapis,  Casa,  152 
Charca,  261 

Charlemagne,  395.  580, 
621 
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Charles  L,  423,  453,  456, 
478 

— IT,  468 

IV.,  344,  361,  404, 

411.  417,  418,  502, 

533 

V.,  45,  77,  125. 

134,  1 35,  272,  275,  277. 
330.  334,  335,  348.  402, 
418.  429.  430,  440,  449, 
450,  405,  4(57,  4S9,  539. 
543,  553,  587 

X.,  106,  108,  413 

Charros  y Charras,  283 
Chateaubriand,  4J,  128. 
528 

Cherta,  la,  216 
Chesnuts,  393 
Chelva,  205 
Chevening,  220 
Chicharra,  la,  253 
Chiclana,  14 
Childibert,  613 
Chillar,  el,  305 
Chimene,  544 
Chimenea,  405 
China,  la,  411 
Chinchilla,  305 
Christina  of  Sweden,  439, 
423 

Christina,  Queen,  474,523 
Chirivel,  120 
Chirrio,  el,  305 
Chiva,  512 
Cliochos,  407 
Chofres,  los,  573 
Cholera,  452 
Chorizo  tint,  419 
Chotba,  77 
Christopher,  St.,  43 
Chulilla,  205 
Church  plate,  40,  426 
Churriguera,  32 
Ciborio,  32 

Cid,  the,  190,  294,  303. 
326,  349, 483,  488,  429. 
524,  537.  539,  340,  542, 
544 

Ciencias  naturales,  413 
Cies  siccas,  324 
Cigarrales,  487 
Cigarreras,  las,  50 
Cigars,  20,  59,  fill 
Cimborio,  32 
Cinca,  the,  520 
Cincovilla8,  611,  518 


Cinta  of  Tortosa,  212 
Cincinato,  462 
Cipiona,  22 
Cirio,  Pascual,  42 
Circular  notes,  23 
Cisneros  ( see  Ximenez), 
494 

Citadinas,  407 
Civitas  Episcoporum,  387 
Claude  style,  434 
Clausel,  Gen.,  289, 612 
Clavijo,  battle,  364,  390 
Clay  figures,  112 
Clergy’s  dress,  238 
Clement  VII.,  571 
Climate,  31 
Cloacina  Gallega,  360 
Clopicki,  Gen.,  520 
Clunia,  606 

Coal  mines,  380. 392,  606, 
608 

Coast  scenery,  203 
Cob,  401 
Cobalt,  601 
Cobbett,  268,  370 
Coca,  351 

Coche  de  Colleras,  H,  28 
Cochera  real,  448 
Cochenilla,  117 
Cochrane,  Lord,  247,  250 
Codrington,  21 9 
Coello,  C.,  297,  427,  428, 
432,  453,  468 
Cofradias,  35,  202 
Cofre  del  Cid,  537 
Cofruentes,  514 
Coger  la  Verbena,  55 
Coins,  448 
(3ol  de  Pertus,  242 
Coll,  227 
Colls,  524 
Colada,  422 
Colmenar,  403 
Colegio  de  Corpus,  126 
Colegios  Majores,  221 

Menores,  221 

Colegio  militar,  498 
Colgadura,  32 
Colico  de  Madrid,  403 
Columbus,  28.  39.  41,  95. 

15},  297,  336 
Colonia,  J.  de,  534 
Combermere,  Lord,  69 
Commerce,  Spanish,  328 
Comuneros,  los,  299.  330, 
332,  333  | 


Compliments,  59 
Complutum,  522 
Complutensian  Bible,  522 
Compostella,  363 
Compostellana,  la,  364 
Concepcion,  la,  52,  198. 
425 

Condado,  el,  27 
Conde  Duque,  330.  416. 

524 

Conde,  J.  A.,  51,  471 
Confession,  368 
Conil,  16 
Constantina,  70 
Contemporary  sovereigns, 
43 

Contrabandistas,  22 
Contraste,  el,  22 
Constanza,  Queen,  490. 
494 

Copper  mines,  322 
Copm,  Diego,  490 
Cor,  357 
Corcubion,  371 
Corcul,  311 
Cordales,  384.  397 
Corderos  de  Pascua,  52 
Cordova,  73 

to  Almaden,  71 

to  Granada,  24 

Cordovese  horses,  75 
Cordwain,  78 
Correa,  D.,  441 
Correspondence,  27 
Coria,  272 

pottery,  22 

Cork-wood,  113 
Corn,  price  of,  331 
Corneille,  544 
Cornudo  paciente,  62 
Corpa,  524 

Corporales  de  Daroca, 

520 

Corpus  Christi,  41 
Coro,  32 

Correggio,  433,  445 
Cortadura,  la,  14 
Corte,  la,  404 
Cortes,  Fernan,  29,  64. 

264 

Cortes,  the,  10,  446,  461. 
512 

Cortes,  J.  L.,  44 
Corunna,  357 

to  Lugo,  356 

to  Santiago,  362 
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Cosas  de  Espana,  50 
Cosarios,  28 
Coso,  el,  581 
Costume,  52 
Coto  del  Rev,  30 
Coupigny,  Gen.,  23 
Council  of  Illiberis,  1 55 
Covarrubias,  A..  274, 485, 

489,  433 
CoVadunga,  395 
Coxcis,  438 
Craufurd,  Gen.,  285 
Crazy  Jane,  150,  331,  450 
Cressy,  55Q 
Crissatura,  9 
Cristo  de  Beyrnt,  201 

de  Burgos,  540 

de  la  Cepa,  342 

de  las  Batallas,  294 

Cristiano  viejo,  57,  23fi 
Cristianos  nuevos,  23fi 
Cristianos  rancios,  57,  236 
Crows,  holy,  5 
Cross  of  Sobrarbe,  601 
Crucero,  33 
Crucifix  of  Cid,  234 
Cruz  del  Campo,  22 

de  Cerrageria,  50 

de  la  Victoria,  383 

Cuacos,  228 

Cuaranta  horas,  39,  358 
Cuartilla,  51 
Cuarto,  21 
Cuatro  Reinos,  2 
Cuchiller,  el,  532 
Cuchillo,  499,  504 
Cuellar,  351 
Cuenca,  508 

to  Madrid,  506. 

512 

to  San  Clemente. 

515 

to  Sacedon,  515 

to  Teruel,  518 

Cufic,  135 
Cullar  de  Baza,  120 
Cuneus,  5 
Cueva  Santa,  205 

del  Becerro,  100 

de  Montesinos,  84 

Cuesta  de  Naranco,  383 
, Gen.,  259,  261, 

267,  274,  278,  329.  348. 

343 

Cufic,  135 
Ciudad  Real,  82 


Ciudad  Rodrigo,  284 

to  Salamanca,  288 

to  Plasencia,  228 

Cuna,  la,  58 
Curate’s  mule,  239 
Custodia,  40,  43 
Custom-houses,  20,  588 


D. 

Daga,  433 
Dandole  palos,  30 
Dangers  of  drawing,  13 
Danza  prima,  385 
D’Armagnac,  Gen.,  542, 
813 

D’Arphes,  the,  43,  77, 
146.  342.  438 
Daroca,  513 
Darro,  el,  148 
Daoiz,  L.,  416 
David,  Monsieur,  413. 

419,  420,  422 
Deer  stalking,  515 
Dehesas,  4,  18 
Dengue,  585 
Denia,  203 
Dennis,  Mr.,  56,  543 
Depping,  52 
Derroteros,  5 
Desert  of  Arragon,  590 
Despena  Perros,  82 
Despoblados,  9,  18 
Deten  tu  el  dia,  89 
Deva,  333 
Devoti,  602 

Devil’s  Bridge,  220,  235, 
476.  559 
Deza,  Arch.,  232 
Dia  de  Corpus,  188 

de  su  santo,  53 

Diaz,  D.  V.,  340,  341,  345 
Dibdin,  Dr.,  123 
Dientes  de  la  vieja,  169 
Diligencias,  22 
Dispatches,  Duke’s,  55 
Diving-bells,  489 
Doblon,  22 
Documentos,  54 
Domenico  Micer,  461 
Domenichino,  432 
Domini  canes,  201,  606 
Dominico  el  Fiorintino, 
523 


Domecq  wine,  24 
Domna,  323 
Dona  Ana,  30 
Don,  Gen.,  103 
Dorado,  el,  10 
Dos  de  Mayo,  415 
Dos  reales,  21 
Douglas,  Lord  James,  101 
Doves,  253 
Doyle,  219 
Dowuie,  Sir  John,  34 
Drake,  13,  357,  358,  325 
Drinkwater,  Col..  108 
Don  Carlos,  468,  473, 
555,  562,  563,  820 
Drouet,  Gen.,  69, 266,  620 
Dry-bridges,  273 
Dubreton,  Gen.,  539 
Ducado,  el,  22 
Dudley,  Lord,  268 
Duenas,  348 
Duero,  the,  302 
Duff  Gordon  wine,  12 
Du  Guesclin,  521 
Duhesme,  Gen.,  227,  235, 
244,  245.  248 
Duke,  the  (Wellington), 
40,  53,  54,  55,  266,  267. 
278,  283,  285,  286, 287. 
289.  290.  296.  300, 303, 
307.  309,  327.  3.31,  334. 
356,374.377.  396, 397. 
404,  411,  417,  447,  452, 
501,539,  544,  548.  550, 
552,567,569.  570,  572, 
573,574,575,593,  613, 
615.616,  618 
Duke  of  Calabria,  202 
Dulcinea  del  Toboso,  84 
Dumanoir,  Admiral,  321 
Dunham,  Dr.,  543 
Dupont,  Gen.,  77,  78,  29 
Duque  de  Bailen,  80 
Durango  decree,  562 
Durer,  Albert,  434 
Duro,  21 

Dutch  school,  436 
Dwarfs,  422 


E. 


Early  churches,  386,  394 
Earthquakes,  128 
Ebro,  the,  211,  549,  577. 
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Ebsworth,  Capt.,  563 
Eccheveria,  128 
Echandole  eu  cueros,  30 
Ecija,  72 

Eden,  Sir  William,  5 
Egas,  IL  de,  338,  366, 
489,  490,  492,  497 
Egregious  Doctor,  321 
Eguia,  563 

Ejea  de  los  Caballeros,  61 1 
El  Lor,  303 
Elche  palms,  US 

to  Alicante,  ISO 

to  Madrid,  US 

to  Xativa,  179 

Elda,  179 
Elephantiasis,  57 
Eleven  thousand  virgins, 
165 

Elio,  Gen.,  L91 
Elizondo,  619 
Elms,  501 
Elorzo,  Col„  70 
Elvas,  257 

Elvira,  Sierra  de,  154 
Embozado,  57 
Emeterio,  San,  607 
Emerita,  Augusta,  258 
Em  pc  nos,  404 
Emplazado,  el,  97 
Empleomaniacos,  410 
Empori®,  249 
English  money  in  Spain, 
23 

truth,  55 

embassy,  413 

cheer,  510 

gentlemen,  292 

guns,  20 

bayonet,  567,  616, 

619 

cavalry,  69, 305, 327, 

619 

Engraving,  Spanish,  454 
Eunequez,  G.,  601 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica, 

465 

Equestrian  bronze,  446 
Era,  the,  26,  44 
Erasmus,  522 
Ercilla,  A.,  86,  565 
Eresma,  475 
Ervigius,  483 
VEs  sera,  44 
Escabas,  the,  517 
Escaldos,  242 


Escalonilla,  268 
Escanda,  384 
Esclavina,  369 
Escopeteros,  31 
Escorial,  the,  46.3 
Escovedo,  J.,  476 
Escuelas,  291 
Esla,  305 

Espana  Sagrada,  52 
Espanolismo,  17,  57,  79, 
416.539 

Esparraguera,  235 
Espata  danza,  557 
Espartero,  Gen.,  87,  41 1, 
413,  559,  560,  561,  562, 
563,  564,  565. 593,  609 
Esparto,  168 
Espinel,  Vicente  de,  99 
Espinosa,  198 

de  Monteros,  552 

Espolon,  539 
Esqueva,  335 
Esguela,  408 
Esquileos,  479 
Essex,  Lord,  7 
Estaciones,  las,  42 
Estamento,  416 
Esteban,  E.,  97,  348 
Estella,  616 
Estepona,  114 
Esteras,  6 
Estofado,  39 

Estola  of  SanVicente,  580 
Estremadura,  251 
Estrena,  60 
Estudiantes,  292 
Euphemia,  Santa,  377 
Euscara,  557 
Evans,  Gen.,  553,  560 
Eyes,  59 

Evil  eye,  132,  189 
Excellencia,  66 
Exchange,  22 
Expulsion  of  Moors,  187 
Ezquerra,  Pedro  de,  273 

F. 

Fabrica  de  armas,  498 
Fachada,  38 
Facistoles,  39 
Falco  tinnunculoides,  38 
Famine,  607 
Fanega,  50 
[ Fanfaron,  a 


Fanez,  Al.,  511,  524, 526, 

529 

Fanlo,  597 
Farfan,  F.,  32 
Farnese,  Eliz.,  446 
Favila,  395 
Fe,  la,  58 
Feijoo,  391,  552 
Female  tribute,  390 
Ferdinand,  St.,  13,  44, 

302,  345 

el  Catolico,  149, 

156,  263,366,400, 451, 

491,  583 

VII.,  248,  412,417, 

418,  442,447,471.473. 

519,  520,  526,  567,571, 

589 

Ferias,  41,  64,  72 
Feria,  la,  56 

at  Madrid,  409 

Fernando,  el,  33 
Feman  Gonzalez,  533 
Ferrade,  la,  502 
Ferrara,  And.,  499,  585 
Ferrol,  el,  360 

to  Mondonedo,  361 

Fete  of  San  Isidro,  444 
Few  great  men  in  Spain, 

13 

Fiametta,  182 
Fieras,  las,  417 
Fiestas,  40 

de  Calles,  188 

de  Seville,  32 

Fig  of  Spain,  47 
Figueras,  248 

to  Rosas,  249 

Figueroas,  88 
Filangieri,  3JLQ 
Finisterre,  32i 
Fish  fags,  574 
Fishing,  33,  241,  242, 

243,  275,  279,  301, 
305,310,311,313.  314, 
357,358,  362,  373.377. 

378,  379,380,382,383, 

386, 393, 394,  395,  397i 
398,400,475,  515,  516. 
517,518,528,  544,552, 

560,  562,  564,  566,  579. 

598.  601,611,  612,616, 

617 

Fives  Court,  556 
Flagellation,  self,  196, 

453 
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Flechas,  las,  (4 
Flemish  school,  436 
Flies  of  San  Narciso,  240 
Flix,  217 

Florian,  Monsr.,  94,  126 
Florida  Blanca,  525 
Flos  Sanctorum,  52 
Florez,  Padre,  52,  323, 
457 

Foix,  465 
Forma  Santa,  408 
Fonda,  29 

Foreign  Office  passport, 
19 

Forment,  Damien,  584, 
OOP 

Fort,  9,  581 
Fort  Garden,  591 
Fountains,  474 
Foy,  Gen.,  53,  262,  266. 
271,278,  289,  305,  306, 
318.  327, 344,  356,  359, 
366,  377,  548,560,  564, 
569,  571,  572,  575,  592, 
616,  619,  621 
Fox-hunting,  1 13 
Fraga,  590 

to  Amposta,  216 

Franceschi,  Gen.,  325, 
327,  375 

Fransois  I.,  155,  204,451. 

452,  514,  525.  571,605 
Frankenau,  14 
French  lies,  53,  551 

money  in  Spain,  23 

Marshals'  dissen- 
sions, L6 

spies,  19 

Spanish  policy,  569 

authors,  S3 

picture  cleaning, 428 

translations,  56 

Freire,  Gen.,  85,  95,  125, 
170,  171,  173,570 
Frere,  Gen.,  479 

, Mr.,  307 

Froissart,  377,  547,  611 
Fruela,  533 
Frutet,  51 
Frutos,  Diego,  340 
Fuego,  415 
Fuel,  400 
Fuen  Saldana,  347 
Fuentede  la  Higuera,  1 79 
Fuengerola,  U5 
Fuente  Guinaldo,  286 


Fuente  de  Piedra,  191 

de  Ovejuna,  69 

Fuenterrabia,  569.  573 
Fuen  Saldana,  347 
Fuensanta,  Lady  of,  172 
Fueros,  578.  593 

of  Biscay,  555 

de  Sobrarbe,  611 

Fuggers,  the,  69,  7Q 
Funcion,  57 
Fundicion,  la,  53 
Furry,  267 


G.  - 

Gaba,  596 
Gades,  6 
Gaditanee,  6 
Gaddir,  6 
Gafo,  57,  618 
Gaita,  557 

Gallega,  370 

Galapagar,  463 
Galeria  reservada,  439 
Galeras,  4,  28 
Galceran,  Antonio,  581, 
601 

Gallego,  the,  593 
Gallegos,  los,  353 
Galiana,  la,  488 
Galisteo,  273 
Gallegos,  Fr.,  295,  304, 
344,  462 
Gallicia,  352 
Gallinetas,  33 
Galway,  Lord,  505 
Gamba,  la,  43 
Ganado,  252 
Ganando  horas,  27 
Ganapanes,  353 
Gandaras,  353 
Gandul,  92 
Garanon,  502 
Garay,  Blasco  de,  233 
Garcia,  Ximenez,  610 

, Sergt.,  355,  474 

Gardens,  502 
Garona,  la,  603 
Garrote,  444 
Garrovillas,  272 
Gasparin,  447 
Gaucin,  103 

Gatherings  from  Spain,  7 
Gaya,  the,  224 
Gavacho,  118,  621 


I Gayangos,  P.,  37,  51,  128, 
134.  449,  543 
Gazmonas,  505 
Gazpacho,  66,  137 
Gedre,  597 
Gehazi,  curse  of,  618 
Gelmirez,  Arch.,  364 
Generalife,  144 
Generalisima,  461 
Geography  books,  48 
Geology,  4,  32,  158,  305, 
400,  403,  413,488,  515. 
517,  518,  579 
Germania,  47 
Gerona,  245 

to  Barcelona,  244 

to  Perpiuan,  248 

to  St.  Laurent,  247 

to  Urgel,  242 

Geronimo,  Bp.,  294,  304 
Geryou,  13 
Gesticulations,  46 
Getafe,  481 
Gever,  37 
Gevora,  254 
Gibberish,  46 
Gibraleon,  31 
Gibraltar,  105 

to  Cadiz,  14 

to  Malaga,  114 

to  Honda,  102 

Gigantes,  los,  614 
Goon,  393 
Gil  Bias,  399,  477 
Gil  de  Palacios,  341,  417 
Gipsies,  145,  413 
Giocondo,  182 
Giordano,  L.,  342,  416, 
422,  435,  465,  469,495 
Giorgione,  429 
Giralda,  37 
Giralte,  F.,  452 
Girard,  General,  27Q 
Girones,  the,  335 
Gitanos,  47 
Gistain,  601 

to  Zaragoza,  6Q1 

1 Gistan  Valley,  601 
: Gloria,  la,  469 

of  Titian,  276,  430 

Goat  soup,  80 
Godoy,  257,  433, 414,  502 
Goitre,  335 

Golden  Fleece,  230,  480 
Gog  and  Magog,  30 
Golpe  medico,  24  ■ 
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Gondomar,  347 
Gongora,  74,  443 
Gonzalez,  Canon,  222 

, M„  333 

, Pedro,  333 

, Tho.,  277,  333 

Gordon,  J.  D.,  wine,  24 
Gorman,  wine,  12,  21 
Gorro,  el,  215 
Gossip,  410 
Gothalunia,  213 
Gothic  coins,  449 
Gough,  Col.,  13 
Goya,  421 
Gracia,  223 
Gradas,  39 
Grao,  el,  202 
Gracioso,  el,  2 
Graham,  Gem,  285,  550. 

561,  562.  574 
Granada,  Kingdom,  123 

, 129 

to  Adra,  159 

to  Cordova,  94 

to  Malaga,  120,  121 

to  Motril,  l£2 

to  Murcia,  1M 

to  Ronda,  loo 

to  Seville,  92.  95,  96 

Granatula,  82 
Grand  Captain,  74,  94, 
154.  182.  556 
Grand  Conde',  591 
Gran  Lor,  el,  283 
Grandees,  404.  455 
Granite,  260.  350 
Granja,  la,  472 
Graviua,  Adm.,  2 
Grazalema,  KM) 
Grseco-Romano  style,  32 
Greco,  el,  428,  481,  484 ; 

style,  487.495 
Grey,  Lord,  268 
Gridiron,  465 
Grimaldi,  436,  502 
Grouchy,  Gen.,  415 
Groyne,  the,  352 
Guadalajara,  524 
Guadalcanal,  59 
Guadalete,  25 
Guadalupe,  264 
Guadaraur,  600 
Guadalquivir,  21 
Ouadarrama,  350 
uadiana,  ojos  de,  83,  84 
iadix,  169 


INDEX. 

Guadix  knives,  169 
Guarda,  286 
Guardias  Civiles,  39 
Guarin,  Juan,  236 
Guernica,  565 
Guerra  al  cucliillo,  169, 
500 

Guercino,  432 
Guerrillas,  543 
Guerrilleros,  fill 
Guesclin,  du,  542 
Guia  de  Correos,  26 
Guido,  432 
Guillen,  Alejo,  299 
Guipuzcoa,  554 
Guitars,  6 
Guiter,  Monsr.,  333 
Guisando,  268 

(toros),  300.  302, 

324.  459,  477 
Guizot,  M.,  613 
Gumiel  el  Honrado,  522, 
523 

Gurdus,  280 
Gutturals,  45 
Guzman  el  Bueno,  14, 
17.  64.  107 
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Hacha,  la,  216 
Hams,  160,  270,  376  * 
Hannibal,  207,  291,  612 
Hannibal’s  bridge,  235 
Hannibalis  turres,  28 
Hardinge,  Colonel,  89 
Harispe,  General,  592 
Has  tas  de  Gallardete,  451 
Hat,  55 
Hay,  Mr.,  113 
Hay  de  todo,  29 
Hay,  Lord  John,  563 
Head,  Sir  E.,  56 
Hedionda,  la,  114 
Hejira,  45 
Hellin,  124 
Henry,  Captain,  563 
Hemling,  Hans,  542 
Hemp,  170 

Henningsen,  Mr.,  564 
Heurique  IV.,  460 
Heraldic  carving,  295 
Herradura,  283,  502 
Heredia,  M.  A.,  na 
Herrera  el  Mozo,  583 


Herrera  el  Viejo,  51,  59 

, Juan  de,  37,  333, 

341.  349,  395,  445,  464. 
501.  526 
Hermandad,  82 
Hermenigildo,  San,  33 
Hermitages.  78,  232 
Hemandez,Gregorio,  274. 
325.  331;  style,  339, 
340,  341.  343, 345.  346, 
351,  358 
Hemani,  560 
I Herodias’  daughter,  591 
Herrasti,  285 
Herries  and  Farquhar,  23 
Hierro,  helado,  499,  559 
Higueruela,  battle  ofj  155 
Higuela,  504 
Hijos  de  Ganancia,  49 

de  Luis  Felipe,  30 

Hill  forts,  92 

Hill,  Lord,  266,  273.  278. 

290,417,  550 
Hired  horses,  28 
Himilce,  166 
Hints  to  artists,  19,  34 
Hojaldre,  496 
Hojas  volantes,  410 
Horma,  28 
Hombre  de  bien,  401 
Honey,  518 

Honour,  forfeited,  53.  54. 

306.  377,  452.  564,  593 
Hope,  General,  359 
Hornito,  el,  260 
Horse  fair,  72,  317 
Hors  de  combat,  59 
! Hospitalet,  211 
Host,  the,  355 
Hostalrich,  244 
Hotham,  Captain,  361 
Houghton,  General,  89 
Howell,  423 
Huber,  Von,  56 
Huecar,  the,  510 
Huelgas,  las,  541 
Huete,  512 
Huerta,  529 
Huelva,  29 
Hugo,  General,  508 
Hugo  de  Calverley,  326 
Huesca,  599 

, to  Zaragoza,  599 

Humanejos,  481 
Humboldt,  449.  557 
Husillos,  325 
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Ibarra,  P.  de,  291 
Ibnu-l-ahmar,  26,  75,  96, 
124.  L31 

Iglesia  exenta,  318,  387 
Igualada,  593 
llerda,  591 
Ildefonso,  San,  472 
Illescas,  481 
Uliberis,  1 24 
Imaz,  Jose,  254 
Impertinente  curioso,  19 
Individual  Spaniard,  18, 
31Z 

Infante  de  Antequera,  101 
Ingenio,  el,  488 
Iuglis,  General,  619 
Ingratitude,  Sp.,  Cadiz,  7 
Inigo  Arista,  610 
Inquisition,  60 
Inshallah,  2 

Instruction  in  Spain,  222 
Invincible  Armada,  358 
Invitations,  60 
Iriarte,  431 

Irish  colleges,  299,  338 
Iron  mines,  565,  618 
Irrigation,  186 
Irun,  5ZQ 

to  Bayonne,  567 

to  Pamplona,  617 

to  San  Sebastian,  572 

to  Vitoria,  559 

Irurac,  bat.,  555 
Irving,  Washington,  29. 

52,  56,  93,  127 
Isla,  Padre,  394 
Islas  de  Bayonna,  374 
Isla  de  los  Faisanes,  569 
Isabella,  149,  150,  332. 
334,  366,  400,  450,  451, 
478.  491,  542 
Isidoro,  San,  33,  320 
Isidro,  San,  444 
Italian  armour,  450 
Italica,  63 
Izzard,  596,  598 

J. 

Jabalis,  33 
Jaca,  593 

to  Salient,  595 

Jaen,  96 

to  Adra,  162,  164 


Jaime  de  Crevillente,  178 
Jaleo,  3 
Jalon,  529 
James  1,  347 
Jamones  dulces,  160 
Jaraicejo,  266 
Jaspers,  515 
Jardin  Botanico,  441 

Ingles,  502 

Jervis,  Admiral,  5 
Jezebel,  486 
Jesuits,  238 
Jews,  Spanish,  486 

of  Gibraltar,  110 

John  of  Austria,  86,  276, 
469 

of  Gaunt,  358,  362, 

548 

Jones,  Owen,  79,  129 
Jornada,  la,  501 
Joseph  Buonaparte,  107, 
155.  267.  446.  509.  531, 
550.  551.  561.  621 
Jourdain,  Marshal,  267, 
290,  550.  551.  561 
Jota  Aragonesa,  579 
Jovellanos,  380.  391,  393 
Joy  as,  74 
Juan  jly  344 

, Don,  56 

Espanol,  284 

Frances,  606 

Guarin,  236 

de  Ortega,  609 

, San  de  los  Reyes, 

147.  485 

, San  de  Alfarache,  65 

Juana  la  loca,  150,  331, 
450 

Juanes,  193,  194,  198,  426 

Jubarra,  446 

Jucar,  the,  509 

Juderia,  485 

Judiada,  487 

Judio,  486 

Julian,  Count,  114 

Sanchez,  286 

Julio,  138,  165,  346 
Juni,  Juan,  294,  327,  328. 
330;  style,  337,  339, 
341,  346,  347,  532,  606 
Junot,  Marshal,  309.  589 
Junquera,  la,  249 
Juntas,  Spanish,  10,  18, 
55,  304,  307,  330,  348, 
371,  374,  387,416,  588 


Jura,  416 
Jurdes,  las,  280 
Justicia,  el,  578 

, la,  48,  228,  336 

Justina  y Rufina,  S.,  38 
J usto  y Pastor,  S.,  523 

K. 

Kabah,  the,  364 
Kafir,  618 
Karnattab,  124 
Kassabah,  118 
Kashtellah,  400 
Keats,  Admiral,  19 
Kellermann,  General, 
301,  333.  335 
Kempt,  General,  253  t 
Kent,  Mr.,  20 
Key,  the  symbol,  132 
Kiblab,  78 
Kings  of  Spain,  43 
Knives,  Spanish,  504 
Knighting,  541 
Kissing,  59,  61 
Kugler,  429 

L. 

Labaro,  el,  38 
Laborde,  53 
Labrador,  el  S°.,  444 
Lacer,  C.  J.,  272 
Ladrones,  30 

de  Guevara,  561 

Lado  de  la  Epistola,  39 

del  Evangelio,  39 

Lady  of  the  Die,  320 
Lagarto,  39 

Lagunas  de  Ruidera,  84 
La  Houssaye.  General, 
359,  375.  465,  466.467. 
468.  490.  504 
Lain  Calvo,  533 
Lama,  486 

Lamparones,  385,  588 
Land  travelling,  25 
Landseer,  E.,  424 
Lannes,  Marshal,  585, 589 
Landskip,  Spanish,  431 
Lanfranco,  298 
Lanjaron,  160 
Lannes,  Marshal,  589 
Lanuza,  Juan,  578 
Lanzas,  las,  424 
La  Pena,  General,  15 
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Lapidge,  Captain,  563 
Lapisse,  General,  211 
La  Salle,  General,  329 
Lastanosa,  Juan  de,  600 
I.aterales,  38 
Larramendi,  557 
Laval,  General,  15,  18 
Lavapies,  492 
Laya,  556 
Leagues,  26 
League,  50 
Lebrija,  21 
Lebrilla,  171 
Leclie  y sangre,  52 
Ledesma,  302 
Lefebvre  Desnouettes,3Q5 

, Marshal,  588 

Legion,  English,  560.  573 
Le  galib  ille  allah,  136 
Le  Maur,  Charles,  81 
Lemosin,  188 
Len  Baro  22 
Lenguageros,  369 
Leon,  kingdom  of,  282 

, an 

to  Astorga,  316 

to  Benavente,  324 

to  Burgos,  325 

to  Cangas  de  Tineo, 

283 

to  Oviedo,  392 

to  I’alencia,  324 

to  Valladolid,  322 

, Diego,  418.  612 

, R.  de,  Ml 

Leonardo  da  Vinci,  432, 
536 

Leonora  de  Guzman,  15, 

541 

Leoni,  L.,  412 

, P.,  340,  341,  346, 

456.  465 

Lepanto,  battle  of,  469 
Lepe  wines,  29 
Lepers,  52 
Llerena,  69 
L6rida,  590 
Lerma,  532 

, Duke  of,  337,  342, 

345,  533 
Lesaca,  618 
Le  Sage,  394 
Letters,  27 
Letter-writing,  61 
Lethe,  river  of,  25 
Levi,  485 


Lexias,  120 
Leyes  de  Toro,  330 
Leyva,  Diego  de,  542 
Lezo,  573 

Libels,  Spanish,  104.  417, 
574 

Library  catalogues,  56 
Libro6  de  Becerro,  389 
Liebana,  545 
Lierganes,  552 
Lies,  French,  53,  551 
Limia,  313.  318 
Limcea,  25 
Linares,  166 
Lino,  110 
Liria,  204 

Lisbon  to  Badajoz,  251 
Livia,  241 
Llobregat,  the,  225 
Locusts,  253 
Loeches,  524 
Logrono,  609 

to  Burgos,  545 

to  Pamplona,  616 

to  Tudela,  601 

Logrosan,  263 
Loison,  General,  309, 31 2. 

377.  415 
Loja,  93 

Lomas  de  Ubeda,  165 
Lomet,  General,  593 
Lonja  y Seville,  40 
Longanizas,  243 
Lope  de  Vega,  279,  444, 
456 

Lorca,  110 

Lorenzana,  Cardinal,  489, 
494 

Lorenzo,  San,  464 
Los  Angeles,  86 
Louis  XI.,  569,  511 

XIV.,  37,  567,  569 

Philippe,  620 

Lovers’  Rock,  102 
Low  art,  420 
Lower  classes,  18 
Loyola,  236.  238,  576.  615 
Luarca,  380 
Lucas  de  Tuy,  3 71 
Luca  fa  presto,  342.  416, 
422,  435.  465,  469,  495 
Lucena,  95 
Lugo,  355 

to  La  Coruna,  356 

to  Orense,  378 

to  Oviedo,  378.  381 


Lugo  to  Salamanca,  302 

to  Santiago,  362. 372 

Luis  de  Granada,  130 
Lumbreras,  26 
Lupiana,  526 
Luna,  Alvaro  de,  344. 347. 

471.  489.  491,  492 
, Pope,  209 


M. 

Macael,  164 

Machuca,  P.,  33, 133, 138. 
518.  615 

Macdonald,  Marshal,  237. 

239 

Mackinley,  Capt,  374. 

375 

Macuquinos,  449 
Madrazo,  413,  418.  419. 

421.  426,  431,  440 
Madrasta,  403 
Madre  vino,  24 
Madrenas,  308.  385 
Madjous,  30 
Madrid,  403 

to  Avila,  458 

to  Badajoz,  252 

to  Burgos,  530 

to  Cuenca,  506.  517 

to  Elche,  118 

to  Murcia,  174 

to  Sacedon,  515 

to  Salamanca,  300. 

301 

to  Seville,  7L  86 

to  Toledo,  481 

to  Valencia,  503,506 

to  Valladolid,  349, 

350,  351 

to  Zaragoza,  521 

Madridejos,  85 
Madrigalejo,  263 
Maestrauza,  589 
Maestre,  Juan,  608 
Maestre  de  Santiago,  364 
Magallanes,  20 
Magioges,  30 
Magnesite,  403 
Manon,  Lord,  52,  55,  215 
Mahy,  Gen.,  190,  552 
Mail  coaches,  2 
Mairena,  fair  of,  72 
Maize,  379 
Majo,  el,  3,  23 
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Mai  de  ojo,  189 

de  Rosa,  385 

Malaga,  LLti 

to  Adra,  Id 

to  Gibraltar,  114 

to  Granada,  120, 121 

to  Ronda,  102 

Mallara,  Juan  de,  84 
Marlborough,  501 
Maldonado,  54 
Maledeta,  802 
Malecones,  35 
Mallen,  605 
Malombra,  P.,  431 
Malos  Pasos,  25 
Malpartida,  273 
Man  fish,  552 
Manana,  2 
Mancha,  la,  82 
Manchego,  el,  83 
Manifestado,  39,  355,  5 IS. 
Manises,  204 
Manners,  Spanish,  51 
Mannert,  52 
Mano  a la  teta,  51 
Manolos,  405,  452,  504 
Manresa,  231 
Mansanares,  381 
Mansi  11a,  325  . 

Manteca,  4112 
Mantilla,  58 

Mantua  Carpetanorum, 

402 

Manuales,  28 
Manzanal,  309 
Manzanares  river,  443 

town,  83 

Manzanilla  wine,  21 
Maqueda,  2fifi 
Maragatos,  309 
Maravedi,  21 
Marbella,  LL5 
Marbore,  528 
Marchena,  L P.,  28 
March,  Esteban,  128 
Marcial,  San,  570 
Marbles,  413 
Maria  de  Agreda,  605 

Saltos,  477 

Mariana,  51 
Marin,  373 
Marismala,  27 
Marisabidilla,  48 
Mariolatry,  582 
Mark,  Mr.,  117,  110 
Marmont,  Marshal,  286, 

289,  497 


Maroto,  Gen.,  87,  559, 
562.  609.  818 
Martial,  530 
Martin,  Alaja,  502 
Martinez,  Gen.,  249 
Martinez  de  la  Rosa,  416 
Martorell,  235 
Martyr,  P.,  128,  263 
Mascagni,  346 
Masdeu,  F.,  51,  333 
Maskurah,  72 
Massena,  Marshal,  285. 

287,  288,  559 
Matadero,  59 
' Matagorda,  12 
) Matard,  245 
j Mateo,  Maestro,  370.  373 
Mauregato,  326,  390 
Maurice  Mathieu,  Gen., 
i 219,  378,  372 
Maya,  Puerto  de,  fil5 
| Mayoral,  el,  28 
j Mazarin,  Cardinal,  569 
Mazapan,  181 
, Mazmorras,  26,  144,  208 
I Mazzaredo,  Gen.,  360 
Meats,  Spanish,  5£ 

: Meca  y Ceca,  78 
; Medals,  52 
i Medellin,  2d 
j Media  onza,  22 

Valenciana,  188 

i Medina  del  Campo,  331 

j Celi,  528 

Rioseco,  456 

| Sidonia,  14 

j Celi,  Duke  of,  456 

| Mediocrity  ministers,  572, 

| 618 

Meerschaums,  403 
Meetings  and  greetings,  60 
! Megaterio,  el,  413 
j Melach,  117 
| Melcarth,  24 
j Mellado,  548,  584 
j Melendez,  300 
] Melville,  Lord,  564,  574, 
618 

Mena,  Juan  de,  300,  491 
Mendez,  F.,  56,  457 
Mendizabal,  Gen.,  254, 
552 

Mendoza,  Cardinal,  338, 
340,  497,  592 
j Mendozas,  the,  510,  524 
Meneo,  2 
i Meneses,  340 


Mengibar,  98 

Mengs,  412,413, 420,  435. 

447 

Mentira,  411 
Merida,  258 

to  Plasencia,  269 

Merindades,  610 
Mequinenza,  218 
Merino,  252 
Merlin,  Gen.,  583 
Mero,  el,  10 
Mesa  del  lley,  27 
Mesta,  la,  352 
Mezquita,  78 
Micalete,  192 
Michael  Angelo,  538 
Michalot  de  Prades,  188 
Midwifery,  217.  239 
Mieres,  397 
Miguelites,  31 
Mignet,  Mons.,  277,  333 
Mihrab,  78,  137,  222 
Milagros,  260 
Military  orders,  272 
Milky  way,  371 
Mina,  Gen.,  559,  601,  611 

, Marquis  de  la,  234 

Minafio,  S.  de,  52 
Mines,  602 
Mineral  baths,  41 
Minglauilla,  514 

to  Cuenca,  513 

Mining  in  Spain,  U6 

, books  on,  178 

Mino,  352 

baths,  355 

Mint,  478 

Miranda  de  Ebro,  549 
Mirafiores,  541 
Mirasol,  583 
Miravete,  266 
Miserere  at  Valencia,  128 
Mitz  y Mitz,  407 
Modern  Spanish  art,  421) 
Molde,  504 
Mogigangas,  30,  267 
Moguer,  28 

Mohammedan  dynasties, 

14 

Molina  de  Aragon,  521 
Molino  de  la  Mina,  28 
Molins  del  Rey.  225 
Moncey,  Marshal,  .190, 

531,  589 

Money,  Spanish,  21 
Mondas  de  Talavera,  267 
Moncloa,  457 
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Monda,  1 15 
Mondoiiedo,  379 

to  El  Ferrol,  Ml 

Montblanch,  223 
Mondragon,  559 
Monegro,  466,  468 
Mon  forte,  118 
Mongo,  el,  283 
Monkeys,  Lll 
Monjuich,  234 
Moniteur,  le,  409 
Monnier,  M.,  497 
Mono,  el,  72,  189 
Monroyo,  590 
Monseny,  244 
Monserrat,  236 
Montalban,  289 
Montanas  (le  Burgos,  394, 
545 

de  Santander,  394 

Montanches,  270 

hams,  278 

Montanes,  M.,  26,  41,  53, 

54,  55 

Montaneses,  385,  394 
Montano,  Arias,  53,  68, 
470 

Montaracias,  283 
Montbrun,  General,  179, 
286,  288 
Moncayo,  529 
Montefurado,  315 

agudo,  112 

perdido,  596,  682 

Monterey,  313 

, Conde,  298 

Montero,  83 

Monlerosde  Espinosa,  552 
Montes  de  Toledo,  205 
Montesa,  188 
Montiel,  84. 

Montilla,  24 

, Ignacio,  126 

Montluis,  241 
Monumento,  40,  41 
Moore,  Sir  John,  304,  305, 
306,307,  311,325,  327, 
330,  350,  356.  359,  368 
Moorish  architecture,  134 

paintings,  140 

Mora,  F.  de,  217,  451, 
460,  526 

del  Ebro,  218 

Morado  tint,  187,  419 
Morales,  Amb.,  74,  18 

el  divino,  256,  271, 

294,  413,  427 


Morlanes,  D.,  582 
Morel,  B.,  38,  42 
Morelia,  209 
Moreno  V.,  119,  620 

, Vargas  de,  261 

Moreto,  Juan,  584 
Morillo,  Gen.,  375,  619 
Morriou,  el,  364 
Morris  dances,  348 
Mosaics,  229 
Mosalimah,  296 
Moriscos,  124 
Moro,  Antonio,  436,  78 
Moron,  97 

Mortier,  Marshal,  589 
Moscas  de  San  Narciso, 

246 

Mosquitero,  59 
Motrica,  566 
Motril,  161 

to  Granada,  162 

Mottoes  on  knives,  504 

on  swords,  499 

Mountain  (wine),  119 
Moya,  518 

, Antonio  de,  44 

Mozos  de  Cordel,  353 
Mudo,  el,  428,  465*  611 
Mueran  los  gavachos,  500 
Mulahacen,  157 
Mulatto,  296 
Mule  arbiter,  239,  320 
Muleteers,  28 
Muneira,  la,  385 
Munoz,  475 
Murabitins,  74 
Muraddin,  296 
Murat,  403,  410,  415, 
442,  445,  502,  451 
Murillo,  8,  9,  36,  42,  43, 
44,  45,  47,  49,  5L  328, 
412,  448 

Murillo’s  style,  50,  425 
Murphy,  Mr.,  53,  129 
Murray,  Sir  John,  179, 
181,  219,  615 
Murcia,  kingdom,  167 

, city,  171 

to  Cartagena,  174 

to  Granada,  168 

to  Madrid,  174 

Murtia,  167 
Murviedro,  286 

to  Valencia,  284 

Mus,  362 
Muscatels,  120 
Museo  of  Madrid,  417 


Muwallad,  30,  75 
Muzarab,  494 
Muzarabic  rite,  295,  494 


N. 

Najera,  546 
Nalon,  392 
Namancos,  374 
Nansa,  394 
Napier,  Col.,  55,  592 

, Sir  C.,  5 

Narvaez,  Gen.,  5 22 
Nata,  462 
Nav,  618 

Navagiero,  A.,  128 
Navaja,  584 
Navarre,  610 
Navarrete,  546 
Navas,  las,  462 

de  Tolosa,  81 

Naves,  38 
Navy,  Spanish,  12 
Nebri tense,  el,  22 
Niebla,  29 
Negros,  504 
Negro  de  hueso,  419 
Nelli,  F.,  346 
Nelson,  5,  10,  311,  372 
Nerin,  598 
Nervion,  563 
Neski,  135 
Neton,  459 

Ney,  Marshal,  285,  287, 
296,  361,  366,  369,  371, 
374,  381. 387.  605,  606, 
609 

New  style,  45 
Nicodemus,  388 
Niebla,  29 
Ninos  de  Ecija,  72 
Nino  de  Guardia,  85,  496 
No  se  puede,  9 
Nodo,  el,  34 
Nogales,  311 
Nogueras,  217 
Non-intervention,  560 
Nonat,  San  Ramon,  239 
Noria,  186,  489 
Normans  in  Spain,  38 
Norman  architecture, 
295,  304,398 
Nosotros,  50,  54 
Nothus,  165 
Nuevas  poblaciones,  82 
Numantia,  686 


INDEX 


637 


Nummi  oscences,  533 
Nunez,  el  Comendador.84 
Nuiio  Rasura,  400,  533 
Nuts,  223,  393 


o. 


Oak,  sacred,  566 

Obispado,  233 

Obras  de  los  Godos,  37, 389 

Observatorio,  441 

Obstinacy,  579 

Ocafia,  85 

Ochavo,  21 

O’Donnell,  J.,  181,  243. 
397 

O’Donoju,  515 
Offering-house,  food,  52, 

GO 

Oil,  GG 
Oja,  Rio,  546 
Ojen,  115 

Ojo  de  Gallo  wine,  521 
Olavides,  Pablo,  82 
Ollares,  120 
Olerdola,  224 
Old  stones,  254 
O’ Law  lor,  Gen.,  155 
Olite,  612 
Olivares,  55 
Olives,  65 
Olmedo,  350 
Olloniego,  397 
Olot,  243 

Olotzaga,  J.  de,  600 
Olvera,  32 
Old  style,  45 

Castilian,  401 

Oha,  548 
Onza,  22 

Ontanon.Gil,  294.477,523 
Orchata,  402 
Open  hand,  131 
Oposicion,  235 
Orbigo,  283,  317 
Order  of  Alcantara,  222 
Ordal,  225 
Orduiia,  561 
Orense,  322 

to  Benavente,  312 

to  Lugo,  328 

to  Ponferrada,  315 

to  Santiago,  328 

Orgafia,  240 
Sp. 


Orgaz,  500 

, Conde  de,  487 

Orgiba,  160  J 
Orgullo  Espanol,  57,  397 
Oriental  test,  IQ 
Orinal  de  Espana,  365 
O’Reilly,  Gen.,  6,  ?,  11, 13 
Orihuela,  277 
Orleans,  Duke,  506,  531 
Oropesa,  266 
Orospedan  chain,  163 
Orrente,  194,  198,  422 
Oscense,  448 
Osma,  606 
Osorio,  F.  M.,  8 

, Uraca,  64 

Osuna,  32 

, Duke  of,  306 

Osius,  23 
Oviedo,  386 

to  Leon,  332 

to  Lugo,  378,  381 

to  Santander,  392, 

334 

Owen,  Jones,  134,  135 


P. 


Pacheco,  F.,  53,  56,  428 

, Maria,  330 

Paciencia,  lO 
Padilla,  Juan  de,  330,  482 

, Maria,  45 

Padrou,  el,  322 
Paget,  Lord,  305, 327, 353 
Papel  de  hilo,  182 
Papers,  385 

Painted  glass,  40, 319, 491 

sculpture, 25, 338, 341 

Painting,  Spanish,  36, 
420.  431 

Painters,  chief,  37 
Paisano,  mi,  12 
Pajares,  338 
Paj  arete,  24 
Pajez,  6 

Pakenham,  Gen.,  288 
Palace  of  Madrid,  445 
Palafox,  588,  605 
Palencia,  348 

to  Leon,  324 

Palomino,  56,  199,  297/ 
341,  427,  475  I 


Palabras,  10,  45 
Palacio,  Col.,  417 
Palm  trees,  28 

leaves,  128 

Palos,  28 
Pamplona,  613 

to  Bayonne,  613 

to  I run,  612 

to  Logrono,  616 

to  Roncesvalles,  620 

— — to  Tolosa,  612 

to  Vitoria,  561 

to  Zaragoza,  612 

Pan  de  Centeno,  353 
Pancorbo,  543 
Pantano  de  Arquis,  600 

de  Lorca,  120 

de  Tibi,  181 

Panteon,  35,  525 

, el,  462 

Panticosa,  535 
Pantoja,  332,  345,  427. 

428 

Paradores,  38 
Parameras,  348,  400 
Paraninfo,  523 
Parapanda,  133 
Pardo,  Greg.,  435 

, el,  452 

Paredes,  Diego,  259.  260 

de  Nava,  325 

Parejas  de  Bru,  203 
Paris,  Gen.,  601 
Parole,  breach  of,  305 
Parmegianino,  433 
Pasages,  523 
Pasaron,  275 
Pasiegas,  las,  394,  545, 

553 

Paso  de  armas,  261 

honroso,  312 

Pasos,  35,  338,  443 
Passports,  18 
Patones,  480 
Patria,  12 

Patron  of  Spain,  363 
Paular,  el,  475 
Pays  de  l’imprc'vu,  10 
Pavorde,  237,  582 
Pax,  Augusta,  254 
Pedestrian  tour,  24 
Pedro  el  Cruel,  45,  364, 

485.  486,  546,  555, 578. 

606 

del  Puiial,  578 

, S.  de  Cardenal,  512 

2 v 
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Pedroso,  el,  20  I 

Penetentiario,  368 
Pega,  286 

Pelayo,  380, 389,  391,  393, 
394,  395,  306 
Pellejos  jaspeados,  189 
Pellicer,  A.,  84 
Pelota,  juego  de,  996 
Pelnquero,  el,  125 
Pembroke,  Lord,  464 
Pena  de  los  Enamorados, 

, 122 

de  Francia,  280 

Penalara,  la,  472 
Peninsular  steamers,  24 
Peniscola,  24 
People  of  Spain,  18, 
55,  209,  416,  569 
Perpifian  to  liarcelona.244 

to  Gerona,  248 

Peralta  wine,  612 
Percy,  Bishop,  LL4 

, Sir  Thomas,  377 

Perignon,  Gen.,  248,  242 
Pereyro,  211 

Perez,  Anto.,428,578,  580 
Perla,  la,  428 
Pertigueros,  45 
Peseta,  21 
Pescante,  el,  26 
Pescioni,  A.,  343 
Pesos,  21 

fuertes,  21 

Petaca,  90 

Peter  Martyr,  97,  128, 
332,  346,  452 
Peterborough,  226,  505, 
511 

Petticoat  embroidering, 
442 

Petrel,  110 

Peyron,  Monsieur  de,  56 
Pedro  Ximenez  wine,  24 
Philip  IL,  256,  276,  279. 
299,  333,  335,  336,  341, 
343,  344,  402,418,440, 

445,  449.  450,461,  464. 
465.  466,  469,  471,485, 
542.  567,  578,  580 

III.,  423 

IV.,  122,  290,  345, 

411.  416.418,  424.428, 

446.  467,  472.533,  569. 
971.  587.  501 

le  Bel,  486 

of  Burgundy,  1 50 


Philippon,  Gen.,  256 
Phosphorite,  263 
Phrases,  Spanish,  41 
Picacho  de  la  Veleta, 
ascent  of,  152 
Piafar,  el,  0 
Pickman,  63 
Pico  sagro,  372 
Picton,  Gen.,  255,  285, 
288.  289,  550,615,  610 
Piedra,  I man,  413 
Piedrahita,  301 
Pieces  officielles,  54 
Pila,  38 
Pilar,  el,  583 
Pilatos,  casa  de,  42 

, cuartel  de,  219 

Pilgrimage,  364 
Pillar  of  Zaragoza,  584 
Pilones,  38 
Picture  buying,  36 

cleaning,  412,  418 

, the  Duke’s,  551 

stealing,  3(5,  524  ; 

see  Soult,  Sebastiaui 
Pimentels,  the,  306 
Pinares  de  Cuenca,  508 

de  Soria,  606 

Pineda  Maria,  153 
Pinos,  95 
Pinks,  92 
Pinto,  86 
Pisuerga,  322 
Pizarro,  29,  263 
Place  hunters,  410 
Plasencia,  214 

to  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 

278 

to  Merida,  269 

to  Salamanca,  228 

to  Talavera,  225 

to  Trujillo,  215 

Plate,  Spanish,  360 

stolen,  40,  366,  387, 

388,  496,  508.  535,  585 
Plateresco,  el,  37,  343 
Plateros,  36 
Plaza  de  Cebada,  452 
Plunder,  40,  77,  78,  145 
230,  236. 275,  288,  333, 
366,  375,  387.  388.  389. 
413,  496,508,535,  541, 
551.  585,  601 
Plus  ultra,  44 
Pobla  de  Lillet,  242 
Poblet,  223 


' Pobreza,  401 
Poco  mas,  564 
! Podridero,  el,  468 
' Polizontes,  30 
Pomegranate,  130 
Pomeron,  603 
Pompey,  115,  249 
Ponderacion,  2 
Ponferrada,  310 

to  Orense,  315 

Pontejos,  Ms.,  754 
Pontevedra,  373 
Ponz,  Anto.,  52 
Poorhouse,  Cadiz,  2 

students,  202 

Porciuncula,  la,  441 
Porron,  el,  215 
Poro  Lorenzo,  38 
Portaceli,  205 
! Portazgos  y barcas,  25 
Porte  Vendres,  250 
Portocarrero,  Archb.,  492' 
Portugal,  252 
Portuguesa,  la,  418 
Posada,  120 
Posito,  169 
Post-office,  27 
Posting,  26 
Pott,  A.  F.,  42 
Poussin,  Caspar,  432 

, Nicolas,  434 

Pozo,  1.  de,  510 
Prado,  Jos£,  126 
Prado,  the,  414 
Precedence,  534 
Presbiterio,  30 
Prescott,  29,  52,  94,  128. 

150,  228.  261,263,  410, 

459,  471 

Pride,  Spanish,  57,  307 
Priego,  512 

Primates,  Spanish,  400 
Primera  mano,  419 
Prince  of  the  Asturias, 

386.  548 

Prisons,  123,  147,  453 
Progreso,  el,  415 
' Propina,  21,  26 
Pronunciation,  46 
Pronunciamientos,  118 
Proverbs,  books  on,  84 
Provinces,  31 
Prudentius,  607 
Puchero,  el,  406 
Puebla  de  Montalban,  268 
i de  Sanabria,  314 
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Puente  de  Alcantara,  27-2 

de  Alconetar,  212 

de  Arenas,  552 

del  Cardenal,  266, 

275 

de  Ferreras,  220 

de  Zuazo,  13 

Puerta  del  Sol,  402 
Puerto,  el,  11 

de  las  Aguilas,  163 

de  Lapicne,  84 

de  Maya,  612 

de  Pajares,  321 

Real,  12 

Puigcerdu,  241 
Pnig  de  Nethou,  602 
Pulgada,  50 
Pulgar,  Her.,  151 
Pulmonia,  403 
Pulpitos,  32 
Puiial,  504 

Punalada  de  Picaro,  505 
Punalico,  504 
Pundonor,  18,  311 
Purani,  522 
Purchas,  3fiB 
Purchena,  164 
Pyrenees,  5C9.  579 


Q. 

Quemadero,  60 
Quesada,  16 
Quicksilver  mines,  10 
Quinctiliau,  607 
Quinta,  50,  407,  555 
Quien  sabe,  9 
Quixote,  Don,  editions  of, 
84 


R. 


R.  A’s.,  413 
Rabida,  28 
Rabitos,  28,  74,  364 
Railroads,  381 
Ramon,  Monsieur,  618 

, Berenguer,  215, 294, 

304,  578 
Ramirez,  442 
Ramiro  IL,  600 
Rambla,  25,  226 


Realcs,  21 

Raphael,  424,  428,  463 
Raterillos,  30 
1 Rateros,  3Q 
Raisins,  120 
Razzias,  53 
Reales,  21 
Recaredo,  483,  426 
Recogidas,  las,  453 
Red  Mullets,  10 
Reding,  Gen.,  79,  223, 
225.  244 
Redondela,  374 
Refrendar,-20 
Regalado,  Padre,  340 
Regular,  26 

Reille,  Gen.,  539, 562, 619 
Reja,  39 

Rejeros,  chief,  40  \ 

Reinosa,  545 
Relics,  369,  388 

.forged,  152 

, mania  for,  467 

Relicario,  40 
Religio  loci,  11 
Reni,  Guido,  432 
Renteria,  513 
Repique,  38 
Reposteros,  353 
Regent,  Queen,  489 
Resguardos,  21 
Respaldos  del  coro,  39 
Restauracion  of  pictures, 
419,  425 
Retablo,  32 
Reus,  223 
Rey,  Gen.,  514 

Chico,  95,  124 

Nino,  460 

Reyes  Catolicos,  44 

Nuevos,  493 

Viejos,  492 

Regnier,  Gen.,  259 
Rias,  393 
Rianzares,  503 
Riano,  Diego,  43,  44 
Ribadeneyra,  52 
Ribalta,  194*  195,  196^ 
198,  199,  205,  208,  338 
Ribera,  painter,  93,  148, 
198.  298,  426,  453,  558 

, F.  E.  de,  41 

, Jose,  183 

Rice,  186,  187 
Rich,  Mr.,  29 
Riding  tour,  28 


| Rifas,  411 
Riego,  21 

, Gen.,  13 

Rincon,  Anto.,  154,  459 
Rioja,  la,  546 
Rio  de  Silencio,  316 
I Rio  tinto,  LL4 

; verde,  61 

Rioseco,  328 

to  Valladolid,  322 

1,  Ripperda,  418 
Ripoll,  242 
Riquilda,  236 
Rito  Galico,  494 
Rivadeo,  319 
Rivadavia,  316 
9 River  of  Oblivion,  313 
Riverless  bridges,  397 
Rivers,  Lord,  94 
Roads,  25 

Roast  fowls  legend,  54C 
Roberts,  R.A.,  129 
Robertson’s  errors,  211 
Robos,  551 

Roca,  Condede,  33,  259 
Rocca,  Monsieur  de,  56 
Rocadillo,  el,  12 
Rock,  the,  109 
Rochafrida,  84 
Roche,  Col.,  181 
Rococo,  37,  404 
Rodas,  302 
i,  Roda,  93 

Hodnev,  Lord,  5 
Roderick  the  Goth,  16, 549 
Rodrigo,  Arch.,  510,  529 
Rodriguez,  V.,  511,  583 
Roe  las,  53,  54,  55,  421 
Rogel,  Maestro,  542 
Rojas,  Cardinal,  495 
Roldan,  40 
Rollo,  el,  13 
Roman  road,  219 
Romana,  Marquis, 325,381 
Romance,  46 
Romanism,  58 
Rommauy,  41 
1,  Romerias,  40 
S Romero,  369 
l,  Romey,  52 
l Roncesvalles,  620 

to  Pamplona,  620 

Rouda,  98 

to  Gibraltar,  102 

to  Granada,  100 

to  Malaga,  102 

2 r 2 
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Ronda  to  Seville,  97,  23 

to  Xerez,  92 

Roudalla,  128 
Ronquillo,  S3 
Rooke,  Sir  G.,  107,  375 
Rosas,  242 

to  Figueras,  242 

Rosario,  367 
Rota,  U 

Royal  Academy,  38,  411  \ 

arms,  43 

monks,  32fi 

tombs,  223 

Rovers  of  Sallee,  159 
Rovira,  248 

Rubens,  340.  431.  (style  ; 

436,1  478.  495,  524 
Rubrics,  61 
Rueda,  331 

de  Daroca,  519 

Ruido  de  casa,  22 
Ruiz,  Fernan,  37,  76,  18  j 

, Juan,  494 

Rum,  English,  327 
Ruffin,  Gen.,  15 
Ruse  doublee  de  terreur, 
53 


S. 

Sabatini,  346,  4U,  414,' 
451.  456.  421 
Sabots,  308.  385 
Sack,  23 

Sacando  pianos,  12 
Sacedon,  511 

to  Cuenca,  515 

to  Madrid,  515 

Sachetti,  446 
Sacristia,  40 
Safer,  44 
Sagra,  La,  501 
Sagrario,  39,  40 
Sagres,  5 
Saguntum,  207 
Sahagun,  325 
Sainete,  325 
Sal  AndaTuza,  2 * 

Sala  del  Cabildo,  40 

Capitular,  40 

Salamanca,  290 

to  Ciudad  Rodrigo, 

288 

to  Lugo,  302 


Salamanca  to  Madrid, 

300.  301 

to  Plasencia,  218 

, Cristo  de,  236 

Salado,  battles,  11 
Salesas,  las,  456 
Salient,  596 

to  Jaca,  525 

Salic  law,  473 
Sal  monte,  10! 

Salt  mines,  13,  239.  51  4 
Salo,  522 
Salobreiia,  161 
Salvator  Rosa,  432 
Salvatierra,  561 
Salsa  de  San  Bernardo,  52  j 
Santos  y Santas,  Saints 
San  Antolin,  332,  349 

Antonio,  10 

Cecilia,  152 

Cucufat,  231 

Coriato,  318 

Santo  Domingo,  60 £ 

de  Cabrada,  362 

San  Emigdio,  US 
Santa  Eulalia  of  Barce- 
lona, 230 

of  Merida,  258 

Engracia,  588 

San  Eugenio,  484 
Saint  Ferdinand,  13,  44, 
302.  345 

San  Fermin,  614 

Felice,  246 

Froylan,  320 

Fructuoso,  312,  316 

St.  Francis,  391.  441, 478 
San  Genadio,  316 

lldefonso,  493 

Ulan,  394 

Isidro,  SL  444, 451 

Isidore,  321 

Juan  de  Dios,  153 

Juan  de  Sahagun, 

526 

Santa  Juliana,  394 

Leocadia,  484 

Librada,  527 

San  Lorenzo,  464 

Luis  de  Beltran,  201 

St.  Luke,  132,  149,  235, 
264,  442,  4S5z 
San  Magiu,  222 

Martin,  367 

Narciso,  246 

Nicolas.  152,181.345 


San  Ramon  Nonat,  239 

Oldegar,  231 

Patricio,  HI 

St.  Paul  in  Spain,  13 
San  Payo,  367.  320 
Santo  Ribera,  126 
Santa  Tecla,  221 
San  Telmo,  377 
Santa  Teresa,  461 
San  Tirso,  390 

Victorian,  528 

St.  Vincent,  4 

San  Vicente  de  Ferrer,  200 

Santa  Veronica,  26 

Fe,  15£ 

Cruz,  39 

Santos  Corporales,  520 
St.  Laurent  to  Geroua,  247 
St.  Jean  de  Luz,  561 
San  J uan  de  Alfarache,  22 

Marcos  de  Leon,  390 

Miguel  de  Lino,  201 

Miguel  de  los  Reyes, 

323 

Pedro  de  Arlanza, 

533 

Santi  Ponce,  63,  64 
San  Roque,  103 
Santo  Rostro,  26 
Santander,  553 

to  Bilbao,  564 

to  Burgos,  544 

to  Oviedo,  392,  394 

to  Valladolid,  347 

Santiago,  363 
to  Cape  Finisterre, 

371 

to  Coruna,  362 

to  Lugo,  312 

to  Orense,  378 

to  Vitoria,  552 

, legend  of,  363 

, rule  of,  49 

Santiguarse,  13 
Santi  Petri,  12 
Santillana,  324 
Santocildes,  302 
Santisima,  La,  32 
Santo  Sudario,  388 
Santoua,  564 
Sarahuells,  188 
Sargadelos,  379 
Sarria,  222 

Sarto,  A.  del,  432,  433,536 
San  Salvador  de  Oiia,  548 
Sau  Yuste,  277 
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Sancho  el  Fuerte,  621 

el  Gordo,  290 

Sanchez,  Thom.,  13 

, M.  342 

Sanctuaries,  -372 
Sangrado,  185 
Sangre,  La,  3 7 
Sangre  su,  Id 
San  Clemente  to  Cuenca, 
313 

Santo  Domingo  de  Cal- 
zada,  343 
Santa  Gadea,  532 
St.  John's  day,  33 
San  J uan  de  la  Pena,  524 

Lucar  de  Barrame- 

da,  2Q 

to  Ayamonte,  22 

to  Portugal,  32 

Lucar  de  Guadiana, 

31 

Marcial,  £70 

Pedro  de  Izan,  332 

Saint  Quintin,  battle  of, 
434 

Scales,  Lord,  24 
Schepeler,  54 
Schultz,  Gen.,  380 
Schwartz,  Gen.,  235,  247 
Scombaria,  123 
Scorpions,  108 
Sculpture,  35,  432 
Sculptors,  chief,  33 
Sebastiani,  Marshal,  15, 
36,  87.  95,  117,  125, 
144,  145, 148,  153,  169, 
173,2071  267,  500,524 
San  Sebastian,  573 

to  Bilbao,  365 

to  Irun,  572 

Seb.  del  Piombo,  432, 433 
Sed,  la,  50 
Sedilia,  582 
Sego,  475 
Segovia,  475 

to  Aranda,  480 

to  Avila,  462 

Segorbe,  205 
Segura  forest,  164 
Siege  of  Badajoz,  254 

Bilbao,  563 

Burgos,  336 

Ciudad  Rodrigo,  285 

Gerona,  247 

Lerida,  592 

Tarragona,  219 


SiegeofSan  Sebastian,  324 

Zaragoza,  588 

Seises,  los,  44 
Self-flagellation,  197, 433 
Sella,  322 
Senadores,  416 
Senor,  578 
Sepharaim,*486 
Sepulchral  monuments, 35 
Sepulveda,  480 
Segre,  the,  521 
Seguidilla,  83 
Sierra  Morena,  2 
Siero,  322 
Serenos,  188 
Sernhelles,  602 
Serpentine  quarry,  158 
Serrania  de  Honda,  21 
Sertorius,  599,  607 
Scetabis,  182 
Seu  de  Urgel,  240 

, el,  682 

Seville,  31 

to  Badajoz,  87,  88 

to  Granada,  92,95,96 

to  Madrid,  Z1 

to  Rio  Tinto,  66 

to  Ronda,  97,  28 

Seville  oranges,  63 
Shaking  ladies’  hands,  52 
Sherry  wine,  23 
Shooting,  30,  33,  202, 
241,252,  275,305,  395, 
386,  512,  517,518,  573, 
579,  612 
Siguenza,  526 
Sierra  Nevada,  137 
Siesta,  402 
Sillas  correo,  27 
Silbato,  557 
Silleria,  32 

Siloe,  Diego  de,  147,  153, 
274.  535,  542 
Silos,  145 
Silver  plate,  342 

mines,  164 

Siraancas,  332 
Single  combat,  317 
Sistema,  cl,  504 
Sin  Pecados,  32 
Siete  suelos,  143 
Sitios  reales,  458 
Skeleton  tours,  31 
Skerret,  Col.,  18,  219, 
571,  612 

Shant  Jakoh,  364 


Shakespeare,  56 
Skelton,  Thos.,  84 
Slidell,  56,  210 
Slings,  103 

Smuggling,  103,  214,  61 1 
Snake- broth,  14 
Snyders,  438 
Sobrarbe,  601 

, Fueros,  578 

Sobrado,  326 
Solan  de  Cabras,  516 
Solano,  403 

wind,  8 

Solares  Casas,  566,  614 
Soldados  de  Pavia,  62  , 
Solsona,  239 
Solis,  Isabel  de,  124 
Somaten,  235.  611 
Sombrero  gacho,  58 
Somorrostro,  565 
Somosierra,  531 
Soria,  605 

to  Tudela,  605 

Sorauren.  615,  612 
Soto  de  Roma,  154 
Soult,  Marsl.,  34,  36,  39, 
42,  46,  49,  51,  54,  57, 
58,  63,  64,  85,  86,  89, 
207,  254,  275, 278, 279, 
285,  290,  303,  304,  306, 
312,322,323,325, 356, 
359,360,366,377,412, 
498,  501,533,  545,  567, 
569,  570,615,616,  618. 
620 

Southern  zone,  31 
Southey,  55,  397 
Southampton  to  Cadiz,  4 
Spain  and  Spaniards,  17 

in  the  collective,  17 

, individuals,  17, 317 

Spanish  banditti,  30,  57, 

beggars,  58 

books,  56 

Bourbons,  412 

caste,  57 

character,  18 

commerce,  328 

drama,  555 

inns,  22 

knives,  504 

language,  45 

money,  21 

painting,  36,420,431 

people,  11.  18,  53, 

209,  416,  569 
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Spanish  phrases,  42 

pride,  57*  32 2 

sculpture,  439 

soldiers,  267.  331, 

348, 349.  531,5m,  589, 
590,  608,  609,  618,  619 

Stocks,  454 

students,  292 

swords,  498 

Snayia,  51) 

Spagnoletto.  See  Ribera 
Specific  for  beggars,  58 
Spies,  French,  19 
Stabbing,  505 
Stanhope,  Gen.,  375,  526, 
587,  591 
Starenburg,  52fi 
Slanzioni,  298,  345,  432 
Steamers,  23,  233 
Stewart,  Gen.,  615,  £20 
Stilo  Asturiano,  382 
Stirling,  Mr.,  56 
Stocks,  Spanish,  454 
Stone  man,  519 

heaps,  100 

Storks,  260 

Straits  of  Gibraltar,  11 
Strahan,  Adml.,  321 
Students,  Spanish,  222 
Subastas,  402 
Sublime  Porte,  LSI 
Suchet,  Marsl.,  57,  181, 
190,  200,  203,  205.  207. 
219,  221,237,333,  586, 
590,  592,  524 
Sugar-cane,  121 
Suicide,  337 
Sumbilla,  £18 
Sun-dial,  225 
Sun  arrested,  68,  495 
Suria,  239 

Suero  de  Quinones,  311 
Swords,  498 
Synagogues,  110,  486 


T. 


Taa,  159 

Tabaco  de  Fraile,  £0 
Tabernaeulo,  39 
Tacca,  P.,  412,  446,  462 
Tafalla,  £12 
Tagus,  272,  487 


Talavera,  269 

to  Plasencia,  215 

La  Vieja,  267 

Talavera,  F.  de,  124 
Talbot,  CQfi 
Talca,  £3 
Talega,  392 
Taller  del  Moro,  498 
Tanto  Monta,  48 
Tangiers,  113 
Tapia,  28 
Tarancon,  507 
Tarazona,  605 
Taric,  lfi 
Tarif,  12 
Tarifa,  11 

to  Algeciras,  19 

Tarifeiias,  las,  18 
Tarragona  to  Barcelona, 

224 

to  Tortosa,  218 

to  Valencia,  2Q1 

Tarshish,  1 
Tartana,  28,  173,  191 
Tartessus,  1,  13 
Tavera,  Card.,  484,  491 
Teba,  100 
Tedesco  style,  32 
Telegraph,  502 
Telmo,  San,  61 
Templars,  304,  565,  600, 
616 

Temple  of  Hercules,  13 
Tend  ilia,  512 
Tenebrario,  el,  42 
Teniers,  436,  437,  438 
Tent  wine,  1 1 
Theotocupoli.  See  Greco, 
el 

Tera,  the,  313 
Tenorio,  Archb.,  265, 
487,  488,  497 
Terno,  39,  193,  222,  583 
Terraza,  la,  1111 
' Tertius  Rex,  338,  340, 
i 497,  592 
; Teruel,  518 

to  Calatayud,  512 

, to  Cuenca,  518 

to  Valencia,  521 

Tetuan,  113 
Texo,  460 

Theatres  at  Madrid,  454 
Thibault,  Gen.,  544 
: Thiers,  Mons.  372 
; Thomieres,  Gen.,  377 


Thumb-kissing,  537 
Tia  Frascita,  122 
Tibaldi,  465,  468,  420 
Tibi,  181 
Tiendas,  las,  £0 
Tiepolo,  442 
Tierra  Caliente,  31 
Tierras  de  Campos,  326, 
.348,  526 

Tilli,  Count,  62,  80,  452 

Timber,  384 

Tinas,  393 

Tinoso,  el,  412 

Tintoretto,  430 

Tio  Jorge,  588 

Tioda,  390 

Titian,  429,  439,  4£9 

Tisona,  499,  543 

Tobar,  42 

Toboso,  84 

Tocador  de  la  Reina,  138 
Tocino,  253 
Toledo,  481 

to  Aranjuez,  son 

to  Madrid,  481 

Toledan  blades,  498 
Toledans,  the,  482 
Toledo,  F.  B.  de,  464 
Toledoth,  482 
Tolosa,  560 

to  Pamplona,  612 

Tomar  el  fresco,  9 
Torcal,  el,  102 
Tordesillas,  341 

, G.  M.  330,  331 

Toreno,  Conde,  382,  391, 
393,  539 
Torero,  el,  587 
Tormes,  290 
Toro,  330 

Toros.  . See  Bulls  and 
Guisando 

Torquemada,  60,  336,  349 
Torrejon  de  Ardoz,  522 
Torre  de  Breny,  237 
Torregorda,  13  * 

Torre  de  Hercules,  352 

de  Justicia,  131 

Torre-molinos,  116 
Torre  del  Oro,  36,  61 

de  la  Vela,  132 

del  Vino,  133 

Torres,  228 
Torrente,  R.,  581 
Torrijos,  Col.,  119 
, 268 
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Torrigiano,  51,  148 
Tortells,  227 
Tomb  of  Scipio,  220 
Torta  Francesa,  58 
Tortosa,  21fi 

to  Tarragona,  21B 

Tostado,  el,  460 
Tours.  Homan  and  anti- 
quarian, Moorish,  geo- 
logical, military,  32; 
shooting,  fishing,  grand 
tour,  33 ; summer  and 
central,  artistieal,  34 ; 
sculpture,  35j  paint- 
ing, 3ti ; architecture, 
37  ; ecclesiological,  38  ; 
religious  festival,  40 
Tragacete,  516 
Trafalgar,  18 
Transito,  el,  485 
Trasaltar,  el,  39 
Trascoro,  39 
Trashumantes.  252 
Trasparente,  el,  39,  319, 
492 

Tree  of  Guernica,  5C5 
Tremedal,  51fi 
Trenzas,  358,  385,  391, 
557 

Trezzo,  Gia.,  485 
Tres  Sorellas,  598 

Toms,  222 

Trevilez,  hams,  180 
Tribunal  del  Riego,  186 
Trillo,  521 
Triano,  82 
Triqueros,  31 
Triunfo,  el,  62 
Trivet,  Sir  T.,  619 
Trocadero,  12 
Trujillo,  281 

to  Plasencia,  225 

to  Ahnaden,  263 

Tubal,  552 
Tudela,  605 

to  Aranda,  605 

to  Logrono,  807 

to  Soria,  604 

to  Zaragoza,  604 

Tudela  (in  Castile),  351  ! 
Tudelilla,  582,  582 
Tudense,  el,  322 
Tufts,  291 
Tumbos,  389 
Tunante,  293 
Tunny  fishery,  18 


INDEX, 

Turense,  323 
Turriano,  276,  488,  489 
Turner,  R.  A.,  432 
Turron,  181,  188 
Tupper,  Mr.,  190 
Turia,  the,  185 
Tutear,  el,  61 
Tuy,  325 


u. 

Ubeda,  184 
Ucles,  507 
Ujijar,  180 
Union,  la,  528 
Upper  classes,  18 
Urraca,  Queen,  303,  323 
Urbina,  Gen).,  82 
Ukert,  52 

Ultimo  Suspiro,  158 
Urdax,  620 

to  Barcelona,  234 

to'Bonaigua,  242 

to  Gerona,  242 

to  Montluis,  241 

to  Tarancon,  241 

to  Zaragoza,  593 

Urna,  39,  467 
Urola,  566 
Urugne,  568 
Urumea,  523 
Usia,  61 
Usted,  61 
Utrera,  25 


V. 

V.,  Vm,  Vmd.,  61 
Vacas,  las,  443 
Vaquieros,  382 
Valle  de  Aran,  241,  603 
Valcarlos,  622 
Val  de  Cabras,  515 
Valdelvira,  P.,  96,  185 
Valdepenas,  4Q2 

wine,  83 

to  Almaden,  86 

Valdio,  330 
Valdeorras,  315 
Val  Paraiso,  302 
Valencia,  189 


643 

Valencia,  kingdom  of,  185 

massacres,  190 

to  Madrid,  503,  506 

to  Murvicdro,  204 

to  Tarragona,  201 

to  Teruel,  521 

to  Xativa,  1 84 

to  el  Valido,  344 

Valladolid,  334 

to  Burgos,  349 

to  Leon,  327 

to  Madrid,  349.  350, 

351 

to  Rioseco,  329 

to  Santander,  342 

Valloria,  299 
Vanda,  la,  39 
Vandyke,  423.  431  ; style, 
436,  437,  438 
Vara,  la,  50 
Vargas,  G.  P.  de,  33 

, Luis  de,  38,  43 

Vasconia,  610 
Vattier,  Genl.,  590 
Vaughan,  Mr.,  588 
Vedel,  Genl.,  80 
Vega,  la,  123 
Veguerias,  215 
Vejer,  18 
Veladas,  41,  55 
Velalcazar,  89 
Velarde,  P.,  416 
Velasco,  L.  de,  416 
Velascos,  535 
Velazquez,  274,  421,  45C, 
589 

Veled  arrum,  24 
Velez  Malaga,  121 

el  Rubio,  120 

, Marquis  of,  122 

Velezillo,  162 
Vellido  Dolfos,  303 
Velilla,  590 
Velo,  36 
Venados,  33 
Vcndome,  209,  526 
Vendrell,  224 
Venegas,  500,  507 
Veneras,  364 
Venido  en  coche,  59 
Venta,  29 
Ventisqueros,  152 
Ventorillo,  29 
Vera,  163,  618 
Vera,  la,  275 
Verdier,  General,  609 
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INDEX 


Vergara,  559 
Veronese,  P.,  431 
Via  de  Plata,  2£fl 

lata,  270,  3213 

Viardot,  Monsieur,  528 
Viana,  £12 

Viajar  k la  Ligera,  21 
Vibar,  544 

Vicente  Ferrer,  San,  4212 

, San,  4112 

Victor,  Marshal,  7,  12, 

13,  15,  18.  40,2(11,2(15, 
267,  268,272,  501,  507, 
515,  552 

Victoires  et  Conquetes,  53 
Vigarny,  F.,  149.  491, 

535 

Vignemale,  596 
Vigo,  374 
Vieja,  la,  2137 
Viella,  604 
Vielsa,  £233 
Vierzo,  el,  31L  314 
Viladomat,  231,  232 
Villafranca,  3113 

to  Caugas  de  Tineo, 

382 

de  Panades,  224 

Villalar,  33Q 
Villalonga,  609 
Villalpardo,  F.,  329,  490, 
491 

Villanueva,  £7 
Villena,  173,  293,  313Q 
Villeneuve,  Admiral,  371 
Villa  Real,  2113 
Villarente,  324 
Villaseca,  5111 
Villasorga,  322 
Villavicencio,  427 
Villaviciosa,  52£ 
Vinaroz,  2112 
Vincentins,  St.,  4 
Vino,  Santo,  459 
Viiiadero,  el,  120 
Vique,  243 
Virgin,  the,  32 

, descent  of,  584 

, Atocha,  442 

de  Guadalupe,  2£4 

— — , Iniesta,  55 

, Monserrat,  235 

Viril,  39,  35£ 

Visiting,  forms  o£  55 
Vitamhena,  321 
Vitigndino,  29Q 


Vitoria,  558* 

, battle,  550 

to  Bilbao,  56L  5£2 

to  Burgos,  548 

to  I run,  559 

to  Pamplona,  5£1 

to  Santander,  552 

Visagra,  483 
Visiting  ceremonies,  52 
Vistillas,  las,  451 
Vista  alegre,  457 
Vivianus,  316,  378 
Viva  Pravia,  321 
Vivarambla,  147 
Vivero,  A.  P.,  311 
Vizcaya,  554 
Vocales,  12 
Volcanoes,  173,  243,  516 
Voltaire,  422.  465 
Vos,  Martin  de,  51 
Voto,  el,  364 
Voto  legend,  594 
Vuescncia,  £11 
Vulgarisms,  Spanish,  3 


Wellesley,  Lord,  32 
Wellington.  See  Duke 
Wellington  purge,  42 
Wetherell,  Mr.,  62 
White,  Blanco,  5fi 
Whitbread,  Mr.,  268 
Wilkie,  422 
Wimbleton,  Lord,  1 
Widdrington,  Captain, 
56,  370,  37b,  332  ' 
Wifred  el  Velloso,  23±i 
236,  243.  512 
i Wilson,  Sir  1C,  278 
Windmills,  85 
Wines,  H9,  611,  521 
Witiza,  273,  308.  373. 

395,  483 
Wrangling,  295 
Wool,  480 

Wotton,  Sir  Henry,  259 
Wouvermans,  437,  438 
Wylde,  Colonel,  563 


X. 


w. 


Wada-r-rama,  352 
Walker,  255,  3£1 
Walking  in  streets,  £2 
Wall,  Richard,  126,  155, 
488,  502 

War  ravages,  40,  77,  78, 
88,  93,  96,  126,  133,  | 
136,  143,  144,  145,154, 
160,  230,  236,  237,245, 
259,271,273,  275,  277, 
279,  287,  288,  291,296, 
301,  302,306,312,  320, 
322,  323,  324,  326,  329, 1 
832,  333,  335,  340,  344, 
345,  351,366,  378,  379, 
381,  387,  389,413,414, 
416,  447,  US,  441,  442, 
457,  465,  467,  468,  469. 
482,485,  4S9,  497,  501, 

m, 

521,  525,  531,  534,  539, 
541,  542,  545,  549,  551, 
552,  563,  564,  566,  575, 
583,  585,  586,  588,  591, 
592,  494,  601,  £13 
Weights,  Spanish,  5Q 


Xamete,  511 
Xantippa,  13 
Xativa,  182 

to  Alicante,  181 

to  Elche,  112 

to  Valencia,  184 

Xenil,  the,  146 
Xergas,  480 
Xerez  and  wines,  28 

to  Ronda,  22 

to  Seville,  21 

Xijona,  181 
Ximena,  543 
Ximenez,  Cardinal,  451, 
480,  485,  492,  494,498, 
522,  548 


Y. 

Yanci,  618 
Yanez,  512 
Yecla,  112 
Yoli,  Gab.,  518 
York,  Duke  of,  307 
Ypes,  Antonio,  844 
Yugo,  el,  44 
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Z. 

Zacatiu,  el,  146 
Zadorra,  the,  549 
Zafra,  68,  81 
Zaguan,  el,  38 
Zahara,  98 
Zaida,  509 
Zalduendo,  545 
Zamora,  303 
Zancarron,  18 
Zaragoza,  580 
• , Sieges,  588 


Zaragoza  to  Barcelona, 

589 

to  Gistain,  601 

to  Huesea,  599 

to  Madrid,  521 

to  Pamplona,  612 

to  Tudela,  6114 

to  Urdax,  593 

Zarcillo,  F.,  113 
Zarinena,  C,,  125 
Zincali,  52 
Zocodover,  the,  490 
Zolina,  General,  500 


Zones.  31 
Zortico,  552 
Zubia,  159 
Zubiri,  615 

Zurbaran,  8, 51,58,89,265. 

294,  341,  412,  427,  428 
Zurbano,  General,  609 
Zuccaro,  346,  465 
Zurguen,  the,  300 
Zumalacarregui,  560, 563, 
616 

Zuria,  555 
Zurita,  G.  518 


THE  END. 
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MURRAY’S  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER. 


LIST  OF  DUTIES 

PAYABLE  IN  LONDON  ON  WORKS  OF  ART,  CURIOSITIES,  ETC., 

FROM  THE  CONTINENT, 

ACCORDING  TO  THE  LAST  NEW  TARIFF. 

There  is  an  Addition  of  5 per  cent,  on  those  Duties  not  altered  by  the  last  New  Tariff. 


The  following  are  all  FREE  OF  DUTYi- 


Cattle,  and  all  Living  Animals. 

Agates  and  Cornelians,  not  being 
set  nor  cut. 

Bronze  Works  of  Art. 

Bullion,  Coins  and  Medals  of  all 
kinds,  and  battered  Plate. 

Casts  of  Busts,  Statues,  or  Figures. 

Cotton  Manufactures,  not  being  arti- 
cles wholly  or  in  part  made  up. 

Diamonds  and  other  Precious  Stones, 
not  set. 

Flower  Roots. 

Furs  and  Skins,  not  mode  up. 

Linen  Manufactures,  not  being  articles 
wholly  or  in  part  made  up. 

Lay  Figures  belonging  to  British 
Artists,  intended  for  their  own  use. 

Magna  Graccia  Ware,  and  Antique 
Earthen  Vases,  &c. 


Manuscripts. 

Maps  and  Charts,  or  parts  thereof, 
plain  or  coloured. 

Mineral  Water. 

Models  of  Cork  and  Wood. 

Olive  Oil. 

Plants  and  Trees,  alive. 

Pictures,  Sketches,  Drawings,  or 
Sculpture,  on  a declaration  by  the 
Proprietor  (being  a British  Subject) 
that  they  are  of  nis  or  her  perform- 
ance, and  not  intended  for  sale. 

Seeds,  Garden,  Fofest,  &c. 

Specimens  ofNatural  History,  Mine- 
rals, Fossils,  and  Ores. 

Sulphur  Impressions  or  Casts. 

Telescopes. 

Vases,  Ancient,  not  of  Stone  or  Wood. 


On  the  following  tho  Duty  i 

Agates,  or  Cornelians,  cut,  manufac- 
tured, or  set. 

Beads,  Coral,  Mode  Pearl,  and  others. 

Brass  and  Bronze  Manufactures,  not 
being  works  of  Art,  such  as  Ink- 
stands, Candelabra,  and  Articles  of 
Furniture. 

Brocade  of  Gold  and  Silver. 

Carriages  of  all  sorts. 

Cashmere  Shawls,  and  other  Arti- 
cles and  M anufactu  res  ofGoats’  W ool . 

Catlings  (Violin,  Harp  Strmgs,  &c.) 
whether  Plain  or  Silver  Strings. 

China,  or  Porcelain  Ware,  painted  or 
plain,  gilt  or  ornamented,  and 
Earthenware. 

Clocks  and  Watches  (must  have 
Maker’s  name,  both  on  face  and  on 
works). 

Colours  for  Painters,  if  manufactured, 
and  Crayons. 

Copper  Plates  engraved,  and  Cop- 
per Manufactures. 

Cotton  Articles,  wholly  or  in  part 
made  np. 


l 10  per  cent,  ad  valorem  S — 

Egyptian  Antiquities,  Nubian  Spears, 

&c. 

Frames  for  Pictures,  &c. 

Furniture. 

Furs  and  Skins,  all  Articles  made  np. 

Japanned  and  Lacquered  Ware. 

Jewellery. 

Late,  viz. — Thread  Lace,  also  Lace 
made  by  the  hand,  commonly  called 
Cushion  or  Pillow  Lace,  whether  of 
Linen,  Cotton,  or  Silken  Thread. 

Linen  Articles,  wholly  or  in  part 
made  up. 

Mosaic  Work,  small  Ornaments  for 
Jewellery. 

Musical  Instruments. 

Perfumery. 

Scagliola  Tables. 

Spa  Ware. 

Steel  and  Iron  Manufactures. 

Tiles. 

Toys. 

Turnery. 

Woollen  Articles,  wholly  or  in  part 
made  up. 


Plate  of  Gold  or  Silver,  gilt  or  ungilt,  in  addition  to  10  per  cent.,  is  liable  to 
Is.  6 d.  per  oz.  Stamp  Duty. 
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LIST  OF  DUTIES — continued.  £ , 

Alabaster,  Sculpture  of the  cwt.  0 3 

Anchovies  the  lb.  0 0 

Arquebesadf,  Water  (for  the  Bottles,  see  Wine)  the  gal.  1 10 

Books,  of  Editions  printed  prior  to  1801  the  cwt.  1 0 

„ in  or  since  1801,  in  "Foreign  Living 

Languages ditto  2 10 

„ in  the  Dead  Languages,  or  in  the  English 

Language,  printed  out  of  England  in  or 

since  1801  ditto  5 0 

(N.B.— Pirated  Editions  of  English  Works,  of  which  the  Copyright  exists  in 
England,  totally  prohibited  since  1st  April,  1843.) 

Books,  English,  printed  in  England  (nniess  declared  that  no  Exciso 

Drawback  was  received  on  Exportation) the  lb.  0 0 

Boots,  Ladles’  nntrimmed the  doz.  pair  0 6 

„ Men's  ditto  ditto  0 14 

Shoes,  ditto  ditto  ditto  0 7 

„ Ladies'  ditto  ditto  0 4 

Cameos for  every  £100  value  6 0 

Cigars  and  Tobacco,  manufactured  (3  lb.  only  allowed  for  passenger’s 

baggage)  - the  lb.  0 9 

Tobacco,  unmanufactured  ditto  0 3 

fN.B.— Unmanufactured  Tobacco  cannot  he  Imported  in  less  Quantity  than 
3001b.,  or  Cigars  1001b.  In  s package;  but  small  quantities  are  admitted  for 
Private  U se  on  Declaration  and  payment  of  a Pine  of  la.  6<L  per  lb.  in  addition  to 
the  Duty.) 

Coffee,  Mocha,  and  other  Coffees the  lb.  0 0 

Coins,  of  Copper the  cwt  0 10 

Confectionery,  Sweetmeats,  and  Suocadea the  lb.  0 0 

Cordials  and  Liqueurs  (for  Bottles,  see  Wine) the  gal.  110 

Eau  de  Cologne,  in  long  Flasks  the  bask  0 1 


(N.B.— If  other  than  the  ordinary  long  Flasks,  30s. 4d.  the  Gallon  and  the  Bottle  Duty.) 


Embroidery  and  Needlework for  every  £100  value  15  0 

Flowers,  Artificial ditto  25  0 

Glass,  Flint  or  Cut,  Coloured  and  Fancy  Ornamental  Glass,  of  what- 
ever kind  the  lb.  0 0 

Glass,  White  Flint  Bottles,  not  cut  nor  ornamented ditto  0 0 

„ Wine  Glasses,  Tumblers,  and  all  other  White  Flint-Glass 

Goods,  not  ent  nor  ornamented  the  lb.  0 0 

Gloves,  Leather  (not  leas  than  100  doz.  pairs  can  bo  Imported  In  one 

package) - the  doz.  pair  0 3 

Maccaboni  and  Vermicelli  the  lh.  0 0 

Marble,  manufactured .-. the  cwt.  0 8 

Sculptured  Stone the  ton  0 10 

Naples  Soap  the  cwt.  1 0 

Olives  the  gal.  0 2 

Paintings  on  Glass,  or  Figured  Glass the  superficial  foot  0 0 

Paper-hangings,  Flock  Paper,  and  Paper  printed,  painted,  or 

stained  the  square  yard  0 

Pictures  each  0 

„ and  fnrther - the  sqnare  foot  0 

„ being  200  sqnare  feet  and  upwards each  10 

Prints  and  Drawings,  plain  or  coloured,  single  ditto  0 

„ bound  or  sewn the  doz.  0 

Sausages  the  lb.  0 

Silk,  Millinery,  Turbans  or  Caps  - each  0 

„ „ Hats  or  Bonnets ditto  0 

„ „ Dresses ditto  1 10 

„ Hanoings,  and  other  Manufactures  of  Silk for  every  £100  value  15  0 

„ Velvets,  plain  or  figured  the  lb.  0 9 

„ „ Articles  thereof  ditto  0 10 

Stone  from  Malta  the  ton  0 1 

Tea the  lb.  0 2 

Wine  in  Casks,  all  except  Cape  Wine — the  gal.  0 5 

„ in  Bottles,  „ ditto  0 5 

„ and  further  on  the  Bottles  the  cart.  0 0 

Spirits  in  Casks  (no  Cask  can  bo  imported  of  less  contents  than 

Twenty  Gallons) the  gal.  0 16 

Spirits  in  Bottles  (the  additional  Duty  on  the  Bottles,  as  on  Wine  Bottles.) 
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MESSRS.  J.  & R.  MCCRACKEN, 

7,  OLD  JEWRY,  LONDON, 

ACENTS,  BY  APPOINTMENT,  TO  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY, 

And  Agents  generally  for  the  reception  and  Shipment  of  Workt  of  Art,  Baggage,  <tc. 
FROM  AND  TO  ALL  FARTS  OF  THE  WORLD, 


Retubn  their  sincere  acknowledgments  to  British  Artists  resident  abroad,  having 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  for  the  liberal  occasion  to  send  home  their  Works  for 
patronage  hitherto  conferred  on  them.  They  Exhibition,  or  to  be  passed  by  the  Academy, 
hope,  by  the  moderation  of  their  charges,  and  will  find  it  advantageous  to  address  them  to 
their  unreraittingcarein  passing  through  the  the  care  of  Messrs.  J.  and  H.  M'Cracken, 
Custom-House  Property  confided  to  them,  to  whose  appointment  enables  them  to  offefr 
merit  a continuance  of  the  favours  they  have  every  facility. 

heretofore  enjoyed.  Their  establishment  Parties  favouring  J.  & R.  M'C.  with  Con- 
comprises  DRY  AND  SPACIOUS  WARE-  signments,  are  requested  to  be  particular  in 
HOUSES,  where  Works  of  Art  and  all  having  the  Bills  of  Lading  sent  to  them 
descriptions  of  Property  can  be  kept  during  DIRECT  by  post,  and  also  to  forward  their 
the  Owner’s  absence,  at  most  moderate  rates  Keys  with  the  Packages,  as  all  Goods  MUST 
of  rent.  BE  EXAMINED  immediately  on  arrival. 

J.&R.  M'C.  undertake  to  execute  Commis-  J.  & R.  M'C. keep  Lachrymal  Christ!  and 
sions,  for  the  purchase  of  Pictures,  Statuary  Marsala  Wines  of  first  quality,  also  Port 
in  Marbleand  Alabaster, Bronzes, &c.,being  and  Sherry;  and  are  general  Importers  of 
in  directcorrespondencewlth  Artists,  Agents,  French  and  other  Foreign  Wines, 
and  Bankers  throughout  the  Continent. 

Packages  sent,  by  Steamers  or  otherwise,  to  Southampton  and  Liverpool, 

also  attended  to. 


THEIR  PRINCIPAL  CORRESPONDENTS  ARE  AT 

pi.  a to  f Messrs.  Chabtier,  Moby,  & Vogue. 

v ' \ Messrs.  Isaac  Vital  & fils. 

BOULOGNE  S.  M....  Messrs.  Chabtieb,  Moby,  & Vogue.  Mr.  II.  Sire. 

f Mr.  M.  Chenue,  Packer,  Rue  Croix  Petite  Champs,  No.  24. 

PARIS -<  Mons.  Havkt,  Roulagier,  10,  Rue  Grange  BatclRre. 

{ „ Petit  Fils  aine,  id.,  23,  Rue  de  la  Concorde. 

HAVRE Mr.  A.  Ciiaumont,  Mr.  Thomas  Taylob,  Messrs.  P.  Devot  & Co. 

xr  A narir  two  / Messrs.  Hobace  Bouciiet  & Co. 

siakslillls ^ Messrs.  Buzutil,  Riciiabd  & Co.  Mons.  Piuligbet. 

BAGNERES  DE  BI-I 

GORRE,  (Hautes  VMr.  Aimb'Gebuzet,  Marble  Works. 

Pyrenees) ) 

BORDEAUX Mr.  Aimb'Gebuzet,  8,  Placo  dcs  Qulncouces. 

GIBRALTAR  Messrs.  Abchbold,  Johnston  & Powebs.  Messrs.  Turner  & Co. 

LISBON Mr.  Abthub  Van  Zeller,  Pcnin.  & Orient.  St.  Nav.  Co.’s  Offices. 

SEVILLE Julian  B.  Williams,  Brit.  Vice-Cons.  Don  Juan  Ant°.Bailly. 

NICE  Messrs.  A.  Lacroix  & Co,  British  Consulate, 

nwxrriA  f Messrs.  Gibbs  & Co.;  Mr.  A.  G.  Bauchi. 

L»r,NUA ^ Mr.  Gomersall,  British  Vice-Consul. 

MILAN  Messrs.  Buffet  & Bebuto,  Plazzale  dl  S.  Sepolcro,  No.  8176. 

CARRARA  Mr.  Vincenzo  Livy,  Sculptor. 

Messrs.  W.  Macbean  & Co.  Messrs.  Thomas  Pate  & Sons. 
Messrs.  Henderson  Brothers.  Messrs.  Maquay,  Pakenham, 
i rr  tiobv  & Smytci.  Messrs.  Giac°.  Micali  & Fig°.  Sculptors  In  Alabaster 

UBiiUtAKN  andMarble.  Mr.  M.  Ristori.  Mr.  Joseph  Guano.  Mr.  Henry 

Dunn.  Messrs.  Della  Valle  Brothers,  Artists  in  Scagliola. 
Messrs.  G>°.  Galliani  & Co. 

•p,<jA  Mr.  Febd.  Pevebada. 

Messrs.  IIuguet  & Van  Lint,  Sculptors  in  Alabaster  and  Marble. 

' Messrs.  Emm1*.  Fenzi  & Co.  Messrs.  Plowden  & French.  Messrs. 
Maquay  & Pakenham.  Mr.  Gaet».  Bianchini,  Mosaic  Worker, 
ft  riFFNrF  opposite  the  Cappclla  de’  Medici.  Mr.  Antonio  di  Luigi  Pia- 

u ^ cf.nti.  Mr.  J.  Tough.  Messrs.  FBi.  Pacetti,  Picture-frame 

Makers,  Via  del  l'alagio.  Messrs.  Nesti  Ciardi  & Co.  Mr.  F. 
i Leopoldo  Pisani,  Sculptor,  No  1,  sul  Prato. 

^fOLTERRA Sig.  Ott°.  Callaj,  and  Sig.  Gius*.  Chbuici. 
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MALTA . 


MESSRS.  J.  X R.  M<=CRACKEN’S  CORRESPONDENTS  — continued. 

®°kOGNA  Mr.  Flavio  Perotti,  British  Vice-Consul. 

ANCONA  Messrs.  Moose  Mrrkllet  & Co. 

/ Messrs.  Freeborn  & Co.  Messrs.  Tobloioa  & Co.  Messrs. 

ROME J Macbean  & Co.  Mr.  Carlo  Teebbi.  Messrs.  Plowden,  Chol- 

| melev,  & Co.  Messrs.  Pakenham,  Hooker,  & Co.  Mr.  Luioi 

, I Brahchixi,  st  the  Euglish  College. 

CX VITA  VECCHIA.  Mr.  J.  T.  Lowe,  Junr,  British  Vice-Consul.  Mr.  T.  Arata. 

NAPLES / Messrs.  Iogulden  & Co.  Messrs.  W.  J.  Turner  & Co.  Messrs. 

Gumming,  Wood,  & Co. 

PALERMO  Messrs.  Brown,  Franck,  & Co. 

MESSINA Messrs.  Cailler  & Co. 

Mr.  Emanuel  Zammit.  Mr.  J.  Aspinall.  Rostna  Dikecit  & 
Brothers,  No.  69,  Strada  Teatro,  Valletta,  Sculptors  In  Malta 
Stone.  Mr.  F.  P.  Dei 'es are,  63,  Strada  Kealc,  Sculptor  In  Malta 
Stone.  Mr.  Fortunato  Testa,  92,  Strada  S“  Lucia.  Messrs, 
v Josh.  Dakmakin  & Sons,  45,  Strada  Lerante,  Mosaic  Workers. 

CORFU  Mr.  J.  W.  Taylob. 

ALEXANDRIA  Messrs.  Bkioos  & Co. 

CONS  I’ANTINOPLE  Messrs.  C.  Hanson  & Co.,  and  Mr.  Black. 

SMYRNA  Messrs.  Hanson  & Co. 

TlEYROUT  Mr.  Henry  Heald, 

ATHENS,  PIRjEUS  Mr.  J.  J.  Bucueber. 

VENICE i Messrs.  Frereb  Schielik. 

(.Messrs.  8.  & A.  Blumenthal & Co.  Mr.  John  Habbis. 

TKIKSTE Messrs.  Gkoroe  Moore  & Co. 

CSTCND  Mr.  F.  A.  Belleroche,  Messrs.  Bach  & Co.  Mr.  St.  Amour. 

BRUSSELS Mr  J'  09  Buvsebi  Dealer  in  Antiquities,  March£  au  Beurre,  21. 

ANTWERP  /Messrs.  F.  Mack  & Co,  Klpdorp,  1748. 

‘ ( Mr.P.VAN  Zeebroeck, Picture  Dealer, &c,RuedesR4collets, 2076. 

ROTTERDAM j Messrs.  Preston  & Co.  Messrs.  8.  A.  Levino  & Co.  Messrs,  L. 

) Maykr&Co.  Messrs.  C.  Hermann  & Co.  Messrs.  Botmrr& Co. 

COLOGNE / Mr.  J.  M.  Farina,  vis-k-vis  la  Place  Juliers. 

1 Messrs.  G™.  Tilmks  & Co. 

MAYENCE 4 Mr'  G'  L‘  Kaysbiii  Exptditeur. 

t Mr.  JosKPn  Thuqurt.  Mr.  W.  Knussman,  Cabinet  Maker. 

{Mr.  P.  A.  Tacchi’s  Successors,  Glass  Manufacturers,  Zeil  D,  17. 
Madame  Veuve  J.  H.  Stiebel,  Zeil  D,  30. 

Messrs.  Bino  Brothers,  Zeil  D,  31.  Mr.  F.  BOhleb,  Zeil. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Ziff,  Ross  Markt. 

MANNHEIM  Mr.  Dinkelspeil.  Messrs.  Eyssen  & Claus. 

nrrTvjrr.tr  f Mr.  Hy.  Wiuxeb,  Printseller,  Promenade  St.,  No.  12.  Messrs. 

MUNICH * -c  May  & Widmayer,  Printsellers.  Mr.  F.  Steioebwald,  Glass 

( Manufacturer.  Messrs.  L.  Nrgrioli  & Co. 

KISSINGEN  / Mr'  E-  Steioebwald,  Glass  Manufacturer. 

(.  Messrs.  J.  Bkromann  & Co. 

""Y*fDON  Mr.  Auguste  Koch,  Dealer  in  Antiquities. 

2 ORLMBLRG Mr.  Paolo  Galimberti,  at  the  Red  Horse,  Dealer  In  Antiquities. 

BASLE Messrs  Jean  Preiswebk  & Fils. 

BERNE Mr.  Augusts  Buesche.  Mr.  Albert  Tbumpt. 

GENEVA  < Messrs.  Ritzchrl,  Pkre  & Fils,  Grand  yuai. 

, . \ Messrs.  Aug.  & Victor  Snell. 

LAUSANNE Mr.  L.  LoNocnAKPs. 

INTERLACKEN Mr.  J.  Wyder. 

GRINDELWALD  ...  Mr.  S.  Rothacheb,  Fils. 

HAMBURG Messrs.  Schaar  & Clause.  Zahn  & Vivif. 

PRAGUE  / My-  W.  Hofmann,  Glass  Manufacturer,  Blauem  Stern. 

1 Mr.  A.  V.  Lebrda,  Gun  Maker,  &c. 

CARLSBAD  . 4 Mr‘  Tbomas  Wolf,  Glass  Manufacturer. 

I Mr.  Carl  Knoll,  an  Lion  Blanc. 

c I Mr.  W.  Hofmann,  Glass  Manufacturer,  am  Lngeck,  No.  768. 

8ALSBURG Mr.  Alois  Durkgoer. 

TH-T.T  tvt  f Messrs.  Gebrudrr  Rocca,  Printsellers,  Unter  den  Linden. 

BERLIN •<  Messrs.  Phaland  & Dietrich,  Carriers. 

( Mr.  Lion  M.  Cohn,  Comm™  Explditenr. 

DRESDEN .../  Messrs.  H.  W.  Bassengb  & Co.  Messrs.  G.  F.  TnODE  Sohne. 

_ (.  Madame  Helena  Wolfsohn,  SchBssergasse,  No.  6. 

NEW  YORK  Messrs.  Wilbur  & Soott. 
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MUNICH. 


FRANCIS  STEIGERWALD, 


MANUFACTURER  OF  ALL  KINDS  OF 

/until  Mrlrs  k Itrnirts  in  IFijite  k Cnlnnrtli  (Cnjutui  &imT. 

COT,  OR  ORNAMENTED  WITH  GILDING,  PAINTING,  OR  ENGRAVING, 

Begs  respectfully  to  inform  the  Public  that  his  large  Stock  at 
MUNICH,  the  acknowledged  seat  of  the  Fine  Arts  in  Germany, 
is,  as  it  has  been  for  many  years,  carefully  supplied  with  the 
NEWEST  and  CHOICEST  PRODUCE  of  his  FACTORY. 

Francis  Steigerwald  has  also  an  Establishment  at  Kissingen 
during  the  Season. 

Requesting  his  Customers  and  Correspondents  in  ENGLAND 
to  continue  to  this  Establishment  the  favour  and  confidence 
they  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  his  former  one  at  FRANK- 
FORT ON  THE  MAINE,  he  begs  to  state  that  Purchases  or 
Orders  will  he  transmitted  on  the  shortest  notice,  and  without 
any  further  trouble,  through  the  medium  of  his  Agents,  Messrs. 
J.  & R.  M‘Cracken,  No.  7,  Old  Jewry,  London. 
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ROME. 

— ♦ — 

ENGLISH  PHARMACY. 

460,  CORSO, 

BETWEEN  THE  CHURCH  OF  SAN  CARLO  AND  THE  VIA  DE’  PONTEFICI. 


MR.  SINIMBERGHI, 

MEMBER  OF  THE  ROYAL  PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OP  OREAT  BRITAIN, 

BEGS  to  inform  Visitors  to  Rome,  that  his  Establishment  is  well  provided  with 
genuine  English  and  French  Patent  Medicines. 

Prescriptions  prepared  with  the  greatest  care  according  to  the  formulary  of  the 
London,  Edinburgh,  Dublin,  and  United  States  Pharmacopeias,  and  the  quality 
of  the  drugs  may  be  confidently  relied  on,  as  they  are  chiefly  supplied  direct  from 
Apothecaries’  Hall. 


GENOA. 


SILVER  FILIGREE  WORK. 

G.  LOLEO, 

(SUCCESSOR  TO  FELIX  PERNETTI,) 

No.  81,  IN  THE  ALBERGO  DELLA  CROCE  DI  MALTA, 

Keeps  a Magazine  which  boasts  the  most  elegant  and  complete  assortment  of 
every  description  of  objects  of  this  renowned  and  special  production  of  Genoese 
industry.  The  exhibition  of  it  in  London,  on  the  glorious  occasion  of  the  1st* 
May,  1851,  obtained,  for  its  variety,  elegance,  and  solidity,  the  admiration  of  the 
visitors  to  the  Crystal  Palace,  and  was  honoured  with  a Prize  Medal.  He  invites 
Foreigners  and  Travellers  to  visit  his  Establishment  (without  being  expected  to 
purchase),  where  every  article  is  sold  at  fixed  prices. 

His  Agents  in  England  are  Messrs.  J.  & R.  M'Cracken,  7,  Old  Jewry,  London. 

In  his  Show-room  may  be  seen  a Monumental  Column  in  filigree  work  in 
commemoration  of  the  Great  Exhibition, 


FLORENCE. 


G.  BIANCHINI, 

MANUFACTURER  OF  TABLES  AND  LADIES’  ORNAMENTS, 
OF  FLORENTINE  MOSAIC. 

No.  4844,  Via  de’  Nelli,  opposite  the  Royal  Chapel  of  the  Medici, 

Invites  the  English  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  visit  his  Establishment,  where  may 
always  be  seen  numerous  specimens  of  this  celebrated  and  beautiful  Manufacture, 
in  every  description  of  Rare  and  Precious  Stones.  Orders  for  Tables  and  other 
Ornaments  executed  to  any  Design. 

G.  Bunchini’s  Agents  in  England  are  Messrs.  J.  & R.  M'Cracxen,  7,  Old 
Jewry,  London. 
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NICE. 


ENGLISH  WAREHOUSE. 

T.  W.  HOW, 

WINE  MERCHANT,  GROCER,  &c. 
QUAI  DU  JARDIN  DES  PLANTES, 

(Two  Doors  from  the  Hotel  do  France). 


Wines  and  Teas  of  the  choicest  qualities. 
Bass's  and  Allsopp’s  Pale  and  Burton  Ales, 
Stout,  Porter,  &c.  Lemann's  Biscuits,  Eng- 
lish Cheese,  York  Hams,  Pickles,  Sauces, 
and  a variety  of  other  condiments  and  arti- 
cles too  numerous  to  mention. 

Correspondents  in  London,  Messrs.  J . and 
R.  M'Cbacken,  7,  Old  Jewry. 


NICE. 

F.  LATTES, 

NEAR  THE  PONT  NEUF, 

General  Sflcut, 

AND 

ACENT  FOR  LETTING  FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS. 


Letters  addressed  as  above  from  parties 
requiring  any  Information  respecting  Apart- 
ments, &c.,  will  .meet  with  Immediate  at- 
tention. 


MUNICH. 

HENRY  WIMMER, 

SUCCESSOR  TO 

J.  M.  DE  HERMANN,  ' 

PRINT  AND  PICTURE  SELLER  TO  HIS  MAJESTY  THE  KING  OF 

BAVARIA, 

ROYAL  PROMENADE  STRASSE,  No.  12. 

MAGAZINE  OF  OBJECTS  OF  FINE  ARTS,  PICTURES,  PRINTS, 
DRAWINGS,  AND  LITHOGRAPHS. 

Invites  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  to  visit  his  Establishment,  where  he  has  always 
on  Sale  an  extensive  collection  of  Pictures  by  Modem  Artists,  Paintings  on  Glass 
and  Porcelain,  Miniatures,  Drawings,  Engravings,  and  Lithographs,  the  latter 
comprising  the  Complete  Collections  of  the  various  Galleries,  of  which  Single 
Copies  may  be  selected. 

He  has  also  on  Sale  all  that  relates  to  the  Fine  Arts. 

H.  WIMMER  undertakes  to  forward  to  England  all  purchases  made  at  his 
Establishment,  through  his  Agents,  Messrs.  J.  and  R,  McCkacken,  7,  Old  Jewry, 
London. 
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FRANKFORT  0.  It 


BING  BROTHERS, 


ZEIL,  No.  31, 

(opposite  the  hotel  de  russie,) 


MANUFACTORY  OF  ARTICLES  IN  STAG’S  HORN, 

DEPOT  OF  DRESDEN  CIIINA. 


COPY  OF  THE  STATUE  OF  ARIADNE. 

All  kind * of  Parisian  Fancy  Article t. 


Messrs.  BING  Brothers  beg  respectfully  to  invite  the  Public  to  visit  their 
Establishment,  where  they  have  always  on  show,  and  for  sale,  a most  extensive 
Assortment  of  Articles  in  Stag’s  Horn,  of  their  own  manufacture ; consisting  of 
Brooches,  Ear-rings,  Bracelets,  Pen  and  Pencil-holders,  Seals,  Ink-stands,  Watch- 
stands,  Snuff-boxes,  Cigar-boxes,  Whips,  Walking-sticks,  Knives,  Card-cases,  and 
every  description  of  article  for  the  Writing  and  Work  Table,  besides  Vases  and 
other  ornamental  objects  too  various  to  be  here  enumerated. 

Messrs.  Bing  have  also  the  finest  Copies,  both  in  Biscuit-China  and  Bronze,  of 
the  Statue  of  Ariadne,  the  Chef-d’oeuvre  of  the  Sculptor  Danneckek,  of  which  the 
original  is  in  Bethman’s  Museum  at  Frankfort  O.  M. 

Messrs.  Bing  have  likewise  the  Sole  Dep6t  in  Frankfort  of  the  Porcelain  of 
the  Royal  Manufactory  of  Dresden ; and  at  their  Establishment  may  be  seen  the 
most  splendid  assortment  of  Figures  after  the  Ancient  Models,  ornamented  with 
I .ace-work  of  the  roost  extraordinary  fineness ; likewise  Dinner,  Dessert,  and  Tea 
Services ; Plates,  Vases,  Candelabras,  Baskets,  &c.  &c.,  in  the  Antique  Style, 
ornamented  with  flowers  in  relief,  and  the  finest  paintings. 

Besides  the  above-named  objects,  they  have  a superb  assortment  of  Clocks, 
Bronzes,  Porcelain,  and  other  Fancy  Objects,  the  productions  of  Germany,  France, 
and  England. 

DepSt  of  the  veritable  Eau  de  Cologne  of  Jean  Maria  Farina,  of  Cologne. 

€8*  Their  Agents  in  London  are  J.  and  R.  M'Cracken,  7,  Old  Jewry. 
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BONH  OH  THE  RHINE. 

— • — 


MU.  SCHMITZ, 

PROPRIETOR  OF  THE  GOLDEN  STAR  HOTEL, 


Beos  leave  to  recommend  his  Hotel  to  English  Travellers.  The  apart- 
ments are  furnished  throughout  in  the  English  style  ; the  rooms  are 
carpeted,  and  the  attendance,  as  well  as  the  kitchen  and  the  wine-cellar, 
is  well  provided. 

The  STAR  HOTEL  has  been  honoured  by  the  visits  of  the  following 
Members  of  the  English  Royal  Family  : — 


ISIS. 

June  18. 

1818. 

May  . 

1829. 

March 

and  Sept 

1834. 

July  . 

183G. 

Aug.  . 

1837. 

July  . 

1839. 

Nov.  . 

— 

Nov. 

1840 

. . . 

1341 

• . . 

1841 

. . . 

1844 

. . . 

1845. 

June 

1847. 

July 

f 


H.  M.  Adelaide,  Queen  Dowager  of  Gbeat  Britain,  accompanied 
by  His  Highness  Princb  Edward  of  Saxe  Weimar,  Lord  and 
Lady  Barrington,  Sib  David  Davis,  M.D.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Wood, 
M.A.,  Captain  Taylor,  Ac.  Ac.,  honoured  the  above  establishment 
with  a Three  Days’  Visit. 

H.  R.  II.  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  and  Suite. 

H.  R.  H.  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Clarence  and  Suite. 

M.  Queen  Adelaide,  accompanied  by  the  Eabl  and  Countess  of 
Errol,  Eabl  and  Countess  of  Denbigh,  Eabl  and  Countess 
Howe,  Ac. 

H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Gloucester  and  Suite. 

H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge  and  Snite. 

H.R.H.  the  Prince  Geoboe  of  Cambridge  and  Suite. 

(H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  of  Saxe  Cobubo  Gotha,  accompanied  by 
ij  Prince  Ernest  of  Saxe  Coburg  Gotha,  and  their  Suite. 

(H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge,  accompanied  by  the  Princess 
( Augusta  of  Cambridge,  and  their  Suite. 

( II.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  Snite,  accompanied  by  II.  3.H.  the 
(.  Prince  of  Leiningen. 

II.R.U.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge  and  Snite. 

H.R.H.  Princess  Carolina  of  Cambridge. 

H.R.H.  the  Duchess  of  Cambridge  and  Snite. 

H.R.H.  Princess  Mary  of  Cambbidgr. 

( H.  R.  H.  the  Duchess  of  Kent  and  Snite,  accompanied  by  H.  S.  H.  the 
l Prince  of  Leiningen. 

( U.  R.  II.  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Cambridge,  with  their  Family 
1 and  Suite. 


A 


Mr.  SCHMITZ  begs  to  add,  that  at  no  Hotel  on  the  Rhine  will  be  found 
more  moderate  charges. 
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FRANKFORT  0.  M. 

P.  A.  TACCIII’S  SUCCESSORS 

(late  FRANCra  STEIOEEWALD,) 

ZEIL  D,  No.  17, 

3k!;miint  /nurif  <0lass  nnfr  Cnjstal  Smjjntrse. 


P.  A.  TACCHI’S  SUCCESSORS  beg  to  acquaint  the  Public,  that 
they  have  become  the  Purchasers  of  Mr.  F.  Steioerwald’s  Establish- 
ment in  this  Town,  for  the  Sale  of  Bohemian  Fancy  Cut  Glass  and 
Crystals. 

They  have  always  an  extensive  and  choice  Assortment  of  the 
Newest  and  most  Elegant  Patterns  of 

ORNAMENTAL  CUT,  ENGRAVED,  GILT,  AND  PAINTED  GLASS 
Both  White  and  Coloured, 

In  Dessert  Services,  Chandeliers,  Articles  for  the  Table  and  Toilet, 
and  every  possible  variety  of  objects  in  this  beautiful  branch  of  manu- 
facture. They  solicit,  and  will  endeavour  to  merit,  a continuance  of 
the  favours  of  the  Public,  which  the  late  well-known  House  enjoyed  in 
an  eminent  degree  during  a considerable  number  of  years. 

P.  A.  Tacchi’s  Successors  have  Branch  Establishments  during  the 
Season  at 

WIESBADEN  AND  EMS, 

Where  will  always  be  found  Selections  of  the  newest  Articles  from 
their  principal  Establishment. 


Their  Agents  in  England,  to  whom  they  Undertake  to  forward  Pur- 
chases made  of  them,  are  Messrs.  J.  & R.  M'Cracken,  7,  Old  Jewry* 
London. 
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COLOGNE  0.  RHINE. 


JOHN  MARIA  FARINA, 

(OFPOSXTB  THB  JUXXCH'S  PLACE,) 

PURVEYOR  TO  H.  M.  QUEEN  VICTORIA;  TO  H.  M.  F.  W.  III.,  KING  OF 
PRUSSIA;  H.  M.  NICOLAS  I.,  EMPEROR  OF  RUSSIA; 

THE  KING  OF  HANOVER,  ETC.,  ETC. 
or  THE 

ONLY  GENUINE  EAU  DE  COLOGNE. 

\ 


THE  frequency  of  mistakes,  which  are  sometimes  accidental,  but  for  the 
most  part  the  result  of  deception  practised  by  Interested  individuals,  Induces  me  to 
request  the  attention  of  all  English  travellers  to  the  following  statement : — 

Since  the  first  establishment  of  my  house  In  1709,  there  has  never  been  any  partner 
in  the  business  who  did  not  bear  the  name  of  Famka,  nor  has  the  manufacture  of  a 
second  and  cheaper  quality  of  Eau  de  Cologne  ever  been  attempted,  Since  1828, 
however,  several  Inhabitants  of  Cologne  have  entered  into  engagements  with  Italians  of 
the  name  of  Farina,  and,  by  employing  that  name,  have  succeeded  to  a very  great  extent 
in  foisting  an  inferior  and  spurious  article  upon  the  Public. 


But  they  have  in  this  rivalry  in  trade  not  been  satisfied  with  the  mere  usurpation 
of  my  name,  the  concluding  phrase,  “opposite  the  Julieh’s  Place,"  which  had  so  long 
existed  my  especial  property,  was  not  allowed  to  remain  in  its  integrity.  To  deceive 
nnd  lead  astray  again  those  of  the  public  who  are  not  fully  conversant  with  the  locality 
and  circumstances,  the  competition  seized  hold  of  the  word  “opposite,"  and  more  than 
one  settled  in  my  immediate  neighbourhood,  that  they  might  avail  themselves  to  the  full 
extent  of  the  phrase  “opposite  the  Julich's  Place!'  When  tried  before  the  courts,  the 
use  only  of  the  word  “ opposite  ” was  forbidden,  which,  however,  has  been  supplied  by  tlie 
word  “ at  ” or  “near,"  with  the  addition  of  the  number  of  their  houses.  It  is  true,  another 
less  flagrant,  but  not  less  deceitful  invention  was,  that  several  of  my  imitators  established 
the  sites  of  their  manufactories  in  other  public  places  of  the  town,  to  enable  them  to  make 

use  of  the  phrase  “ opposite  Place,  or  Market,"  on  their  address  cards  or  labels, 

speculating  with  respect  to  the  proper  name  “ Julich,"  on  the  carelessness  or  forgetfulness 
of  the  consumer.  I therefore  beg  to  inform  all  strangers  visiting  Cologne  that  my 
establishment,  which  has  existed  since  1709,  is  exactly  opposite  the  Julich’s  Place, 
forming  the  comer  of  the  two  streets,  Unter  Goldschmidt  and  Oben  Marspforten,  No.  28, 
and  that  it  may  be  the  more  easily  recognised,  I have  put  up  the  arms  of  England, 
Russia,  &c.  &c.,  in  the  front  of  my  house.  By  calling  the  attention  of  the  pnblic  to  this 
notice,  I hope  to  check  that  system  of  imposition  which  has  been  so  long  practised 
towards  foreigners  by  coachmen,  valets  de  place,  and  others  who  receive  bribes  from  the 
vendors  of  the  many  spurious  compounds  sold  under  my  name. 


A new  proof  of  the  excellence  of  my  manufacture  has  been  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  the 
fact  of  the  Jury  of  the  Great  Exhibition  in  London  having  awarded  me  the  Prize  Medal 
—See  the  Official  Statement  in  No.  20,934  page  6 of  the  “ Times  " of  this  month. 


Cologne,  October,  1881. 


# 


J.  M.  FARINA, 

Opposite  the  Julich’s  Place. 


%*  My  Custom-house  Agents  in  London  are  Messrs.  J.  & R.  M'Cracken, 
7,  Old  Jewry  ; and  my  Agent  for  Great  Britain  is  Mr.  Wm.  Langenbeck,  15, 
Maddox  Street , Regent  Street,  and  9,  Lime  Street,  City. 


f 


/ 
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UNION  BANK  OF  LONDON. 


SIR  PETER  LAURIE,  Alderman,  Governor. 
WILLIAM  MOUNTFORD  NURSE,  Esq.,  Deputy  Governor. 


Rt.  Hoy.  toe  Lord  Mayor. 
J.  Barnes,  Esq. 

J.  Farquhab,  Esq. 

Leo  Schuster,  Esq. 


P.  Noktoall  Laurie,  Esq. 
C.  Lv  all,  Esq. 

J.  Chapman,  Esq. 

H.  Hulbert,  Esq. 


A.  Boyd,  Esq. 

Lt.-Col.  Matheson,  M.P. 
J.  Scott,  Esq. 


William  Wilson  Scrimgeour,  General  Manager.  Walter  Laurie,  Secretary. 


CIRCULAR  NOTES. 

CIRCULAR  NOTES  of  the  value  of  £10  and  upwards,  free  of  expense,  and  LETTERS 
OF  CREDIT  payable  at  the  places  indicated  below  may  be  obtained  at  the  Head  Office, 
2,  Princeb  Street,  Mansion  House;  Aruyle  Place;  and  4,  Pall  Mall  East. 


Abbeville 

Canada 

Gottenbourg 

Middlebourg 

San  Francisco 

Aix-en-Provence 

Canton 

Gottingen 

Milan 

San  Sebastian 

Aix-la-Chapellc 

Cape  Town 

Graefenburg 

Modena 

Santa  Cruz 

Alexandria 

Carlsbad 

Granville 

Montpellier 

Schwalback 

Aleppo 

Carlsrulic 

Grasse 

Montreal 

Seville 

Algiers 

Cassel 

Gratz 

Moreton  Bay 

Shauffhausen 

Alicante 

Catania 

Grenada 

Moscow 

Siena 

Almeria 

Cephalonia 

Grenoble 

Moullns 

Singapore 

Amiens 

Cette 

Halifax 

Moulmein 

Smyrna 

Amsterdam 

Ceylon 

Hamburg 

Munich 

Spa 

Ancona 

Chalon 

Hanover 

Munster 

Stettin 

Angers 

Chambery 

Havre 

Murcia 

St.  Galle 

Antwerp 

Chain  de  fonds 

Hague 

Nancy 

St.  Malo 

Archangel 

Cherbourg 

Heidelburg 

Nantes 

St.  Omer 

Athens 

Christiana 

Hermanstadt 

Naples 

St.  Petersburg 

Augsbourg 

Avignon 

Christiansand 

llomburg  es 

Neufchltel 

St.  Quentin 

Clviti  Veccliia 

monts 

New  Orleans 

St.  Thomas 

Avranches 

Clermont  Fer- 

Hong  Kong 

New  York 

Stockholm 

Baden-Baden 

rand 

Innspruck 

Nice 

Strasbourg 

Bagdad 

Coblenz 

Interlaken 

Nismes 

Stnttgardt 

Bagm'res  de  Big 

Cobourg 

Jaffa 

Nurembourg 

Sydney 

Bahia 

Coire 

Jerusalem 

Odessa 

Tarbes 

Barcelona 

Cologne 

Kisslngen 

Oleron 

Teneriffe 

Basle 

Constance 

Konigsberg 

Oporto 

Toplitz 

Bayonne 

Constantinople 

Lausanne 

Orleans 

Toronto 

Be  trout 

Copenhagen 

Leghorn 

Ostend 

Toulon 

Bergen 

Cordova 

Leipsio 

Palermo 

Toulouse 

Berlin 

Corfu 

Liege 

Paris 

Tours 

Berne 

Corunna 

Lille 

Parma 

Treves 

Be san^on 

Creuznacli 

Lisbon 

Patras 

Trieste 

Bilbao 

Damascus 

Locle 

Pau 

Turin 

Blois 

Dantzic 

L’Orient 

Perpignan 

Utrecht 

Bologna 

Darmstadt 

I.ubeck 

Pesth 

Valenciennes 

Bombay 

Delhi 

Lucca 

Pisa 

Valencia 

Bonn 

Dieppe 

Lucerne 

Port  St.  Mary 

Venice 

Bordeaux 

Dijon 

Lyons 

Prague 

Verona 

Botzen 

Dresden 

Madeira 

Presbourg 

Vevey 

Boulogne 

Drontheim 

Madras 

Quebec 

Vienna 

Bremen 

Dunkirk 

' Madrid 

Rastadt 

Vigo 

Breslau 

Dusscldort 

Magdebourg 

Ratisbonne 

Vitoria 

Bruges 

Elberfeld 

Malaga 

Rennes 

Warsaw 

Briinn 

Elsinore 

Malta 

Rkeims 

Weimar 

Brunswick 

Emms 

Mannheim 

Riga 

Wiesbaden 

Brussels 

Florence 

Mantua 

Rio  de  Janeiro 

Wildbad 

Burgos 

Foix 

Marienbad 

Rome 

Worms 

Cadiz 

Francfort 

Marseilles 

Rostock 

Wurzbourg 

Caen 

Geneva 

Mauritius 

Rotterdam 

Yverdon 

Cairo 

Genoa 

Mayence 

Rouen 

Zante 

Calais 

Ghent 

Melbourne 

Salamanca 

Zaragosa 

Calcutta 

Cambral 

Gibraltar 

Gotha 

Messina 

Salzburg 

Zurich. 

Digitized  by  Google 


14 


MURRAY’S  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER. 


LUCERNE. 


Board  and  Lodging  Six  Francs  a Day, 
Children  Half-price,  at 

PHILIP  SEGESSER’S 

PENSION  AU  TIVOLI. 

Commanding  beautiful  views  of  the  Lake 
and  Mont  Pilate,  situated  about  half-a-mile 
from  Lucerne.  Any  enquiries  will  be  readily 
answered  by  Hioford  Buna,  Esq.,  Alder- 
maston,  Newbury,  who  can  strongly  recom- 
mend the  Establishment. 


THE  SCOTTISH  TOURIST  FOR  1852. 

(19th  Edition.) 

Now  ready,  One  Volume,  12mo,  8s.  6d, 

OLIVER  & BOYD’S 

SCOTTISH  TOURIST  for  1852. 

Being  a Guidb  to  the  Crmts,  Towks,  As- 
tiqoities,  Skats  of  the  Nobility,  and 
Picturesque  Lake  and  Mountain  Scenery 
of  Scotland;  with  numerous  Illustrative 
Engravings  and  carefully  prepared  Travel- 
ling Maps. 

This  well-known  work,  now  the  property 
of  Messrs.  Oliver  & Boyd,  has  been  almost 
entirely  rewritten,  and  gives  full  and  accu- 
rate information  on  every  thing  that  can 
prove  Interesting  or  amusing  to  the  Tourist. 
The  separate  Tours  are  minutely  described, 
and  enlivened  with  a pleasing  variety  of 
Anecdote  and  Historical  Reminiscence. 
Oliver  & Boyd,  Edinburgh.  Sirpkin, 
Marshall,  & Co,  London.  


FOREIGN  BOOKS.. 

— ♦ — 

GERMAN,  FRENCH,  ITALIAN, 
SPANISH,  SWEDISH,  DANISH, 
and  DUTCH 

GRAM  MARS, 

DICTIONARIES,  DIALOGUES, 

and  a choice  stock  of  the 
LITERATURE  of  thb  CONTINENT 
is  always  to  be  found  at 

FRANZ  THIMM'S, 

88,  NEW  BOND  STREET,  LONDON. 

Just  published,  fcap,  Gs.  cloth. 

HELEN  OF  INNSPRUCK 

OR,  THE  MAID  OF  TYROL. 

A POEM,  IN  SIX  CANTOS, 

Illustrative  of  the  War  of  Liberation  in  1809 
embracing  the  exploits  and  execution  of 
Hofer. 

“ The  story  of  the  Tyrolese  struggle  for 
freedom  is  well  narrated,  and  many  of  the 
passages  have  true  poetic  power  and  beauty.” 
— Literary  Gazette. 

“ A composition  singularly  free  from 
faults.  A volume  of  more  than  respectable 
poetry.” — Critic. 

London:  Hahiltox,  Adars  & Co.;  Bristol: 
H.  Oldlaxd. 


THE  LONDON  AND  WESTMINSTER  BANK 

Issues  Circular  Notes  for  £10  each, 

FOR  THE  USE  OF  TRAVELLERS  AND  RESIDENTS  ON  THE  CONTINENT. 

They  arc  payable  at  every  important  piace  in  Europe,  and  enable  a Traveller  to  vary 
his  route  without  inconvenience.  No  expense  is  incurred,  and  when  cashed,  no  charge  is 
made  for  commission.  They  may  be  obtained  at  the  head  office  of  the  London  and  West- 
minster Bank,  in  Lothbnry;  or  of  its  branches,  viz. 1,  St.  James's- square,  214,  High 
llolborn,  3,  Wellington-strcct,  Borough,  87,  High-street,  Whitechapel,  and  4,  Stratford- 
place,  Oxford-street.  J.  W.  GILBART,  General  Manager. 

BEST  FAMILY  WEEKLY  NEWSPAPER. 


BELL’S  WEEKLY  MESSENGER 

Has  been  established  for  more  than  half  a century,  and  1b  acknowledged  to  be  the  best 
Weekly  Newspaper  now  published.  Its  circulation  greatly  exceeds  that  of  any  other 
paper  of  its  class,  a fact  resulting  from  the  high  reputation  it  has  obtained  for  the  extent, 
variety,  and  correctness  of  its  information  on  all  subjects  embraced  by  a general  news- 
paper, as  well  as  by  its  rigid  exclusion  of  everything,  either  in  the  shape  of  advertisements 
or  otherwise,  offensive  to  morals  and  good  taste.  In  Politics  itis  Conservative,  in  Religion 
thoroughly  Protestant;  while  its  Commercial  Intelligence  commends  it  to  the  Merchant 
and  the  Man  of  Business.  To  English  Families  residing  on  the  Continent  it  will  prove 
peculiarly  acceptable,  as  it  contains  a fhll  and  authentic  record  of  all  domestic  affairs  of 
general  interest,  and  a carefully  prepared  gnmmary  of  Foreign  News.  It  can  be  for- 
warded to  any  part  of  the  Continent.  Price  6d.,  or  68c.  weekly,  and  6s.  6d.,  or  7f.  80c.  per 
quarter,  paid  in  advance.  Orders  should  be  addressed  to  the  Publisher,  at  the  Office 
2,  New  Bridge-street,  Blackfrlars,  London  or  to  any  Newsvendor. 
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FBANKFOBT  0.  M. 

MESSRS.  LOHR  & ALTEN, 

PROPRIETORS  OP 

THE  ROMAN  EMPEROR  HOTEL, 

Beg  to  recommend  their  House  to  English  Travellers. 

This  large  and  well  situated  Establishment  is  conducted  under  the  immediate 
superintendence  of  the  Proprietors,  and  newly  furnished  with  every  comfort. 

The  “ Roman  Emperor  ” is  often  honoured  by  Royal  Families  and  other  high 
personages.  The  following  have  lately  honoured  this  Hotel — 

HAT.  THE  KINO  AND  QUEEN  OF  WURTEMBERG. 

H.M.  THE  QUEEN  OF  HOLLAND. 

H.R.H.  THE  CROWN  PRINCE  AND  PRINCESS  OLGA  OF  WURTEMBERG. 
H.I.H.  THE  ARCHIDUKE  OF  AUSTRIA. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Table  d'hote  at  1, 1th.  30c.,  Wine  included.  Breakfast,  36c. 

„ „ 4 1th.  45c.,  without  Wine.  Tea,  42c. 

Bed  Rooms,  from  1th.  to  3th. 


BBUS  SELS. 


CARRIAGES  AND  HORSES. 

T.  SUFFELL 

Respectfully  informs  British  and  American 
Travellers  they  can  always  obtain  a choice  of 

EXCELLENT  VEHICLES, 

OR 

GOOD  SADDLE  HORSES, 

TO  CONVEY  PARTIES 

TO  AND  FROM  WATERLOO, 

At  very  reasonable  prices. 


For  Carriages  by  the  day,  half  day,  or 
hour,  apply  to  T.  SUFFELL,  12,  Una  De 
Kavenstein,  Montague  de  la  Cour,  on  the  right 
hand  side  descending  from  the  Place  Royale. 

Carriages  of  every  description  far  Unm  use. 

A Pair  of  Horse  Carriages  for  Waterloo, 
20  fr. ; Gig  or  Cab,  15  fr.;  and  a Saddle  Horse, 
12  fr. 


GENOA. 

HOTEL  CROCE  DI  MALTA, 

Br 

MRS.  V.  PEBNETTI. 

This  Hotel,  which  is  the  first  in 
Genoa,  is  situated  in  a most  convenient 
position  for  visitors. 

It  has  been  lately  re-cmbellished  and 
refurnished,  and  is  conducted  on  a most 
liberal  scale,  under  the  personal  active 
superintendence  of  the  Proprietor,  who 
takes  this  opportunity  to  assure  all  those 
who  may  honour  her  with  their  patronage, 
that  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to 
ensuro  their  comfort  and  convenience,  as 
well  as  to  maintain  the  reputation  of 
heT  Establishment. 
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The  Official  Descriptive  and  Illustrated  Catalogue  of  the 
Great  Exhibition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations. 
QUPPLEMENTAL  VOLUME  OF  ILLUSTRATIONS  of 

0 those  Articles  for  which  PRIZE  AND  COUNCIL  MEDALS  have  been  awarded 
by  the  Jurors  of  the  Great  Exhibition  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations. 


Messrs.  SPICER  BROTHERS  and  WM.  CLOWES  & SONS  are  preparing  for  publi- 
cation a Volume  of  Illustrations,  in  the  highest  style  of  Art,  as  a Supplemental  Volume 
to  the  Illustrated  Catalogue,  which  will  embrace  a large  portion  of  those  objects  which 
are  not  included  In  the  three  volumes  already  published.  This  Volume  will  also  include 
the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Exhibition,  1851,  containing  a mass  of  valuable 
information  connected  with  the  Great  Exhibition,  Statistical  Tables  of  Number  of  Visitors, 
Amounts  taken,  &c. 

HE  COMPLETE  OFFICIAL  DESCRIPTIVE  AND 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE  OF  THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION  OF  THE 
WORKS  OF  INDUSTRY  OF  ALL  NATIONS,  1851.  In  three  handsome  Volumes, 
cloth,  lettered,  gilt  edges,  price  Three  Guineas. 

Whole  morocco £6  6 0 I Whole  Calf  £5  0 0 

Half  do 4 15  0 I Half  do  4 10  0 

This  work  forms  a complete  Scientific,  Historical,  and  Illustrated  Record  of  the  Great 
Exhibition  of  1851.  The  numerous  Illustrations  consist  of  the  most  interesting  and 
important  objects  of  Art  and  Industry  exhibited;  and  original  Notes  and  Papers  have 
been  contributed  by  the  following  gentlemen. 

Professor  Owen,  F.R.S. 

Baron  Justus  Likbio,  F.R.S. 

Professor  Lindley,  F.R.S. 

Professor  Forbes  Hoyle,  F.R.S. 

Professor  Bell,  F.R.S.,  Sec.  R.S. 

Professor  E.  Forbes,  F.R.S. 

Professor  Anbted,  F.R.S. 

Professor  Hoskins. 

Professor  A.  Df.  Morgan,  M.A. 

Philip  Pusey,  M.P.,  F.R.S. 

Rev.  J.  Barlow,  F.R.S. 

Rev.  J.  Booth,  F.R.S. 

Captain  L.  L.  Boscawen  Ibbetson,  F.R.S. 

Dr.  Lyon  Playfair,  C.B,  F.R.S. 

M.  Digby  Wyatt,  C.E,  F.R.I.B.A. 

“ The  work  Is  without  precedent  in  the  annals  of  literature.” — Athenaum. 

“ The  sole  industrial  source  for  future  investigations  connected  with  the  yet  undeve- 
loped resources  of  the  19th  century.” — Daily  Hews. 

“ A complete  literary  type  of  the  original  to  which  it  refers.” — Times. 


Henry  Cole,  C.B.,  F.R.S. 

James  Glaisher,  F.R.S. 

J.  E.  Gray,  F.R.S. 

Robert  Hunt,  Keeper  of  Mining  Records. 
Robert  Ellis,  F.L.S. 

S.  Cleoo,  Jun,  F.R.S. 

W.  De  La  Rue,  F.R.S. 

J.  Sfurgin,  M.I). 

John  Wilson,  F.RS.E. 

Henry  Dibdin. 

W.  C.  Aitkin. 

H.  Mauls  lay,  C.E. 

Robert  IIknmue,  Jun. 

J.  A.  Nicholay. 


EXHIBITION  1851 -JURY  REPORTS. 

rrHE  REPORTS  BY  THE  JURIES  on  the  Subjects  in  the 

A 30  Classes  Into  which  the  Exhibition  was  divided,  are  Issued  In  two  editions,  one  in 
large  type,  forming  2 vols.,  super-royal  8vo,  of  about  1000  pages  each,  price  Two  Guineas; 
and  the  other  in  small  type,  double  columns,  forming  1 vol.,  super  royal  8vo,  of  about  1000 
pages,  price  One  Guinea.  Both  editions  will  be  uniform  in  Bizc  with  the  Official  De- 
scriptive and  Illustrated  Catalogue. 

"POPULAR  RECORD  OF  THE  GREAT  EXHIBITION.— 

-L  HUNT’S  HANDBOOK,  being  an  Explanatory  Guide  to  the  Great  Exhibition  of 
the  Industry  of  AU  Nations,  1851.  In  2 vols.,  price  6s.  By  Robert  Hunt,  Professor  of 
Mechanical  Science,  Government  School  of  Mines. 

THE  OFFICIAL  SMALL  CATALOGUE,  Finally  Corrected 

and  Improved  Edition,  with  a fall  Alphabetical  and  Classified  Index  of  Contributors 
and  of  Articles  exhibited.  Lists  of  Commissioners  and  others  engaged  in  the  Exhibition, 
&c.,  in  one  volume,  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Priced  Lists,  price  7s.  6d. 

SPICER  BROTHERS,  Wholesale  Stationers. 
WM.  CLOWES  and  SONS,  Printers. 

Official  Catalogue  Office,  2,  Tudor-street,  New  Bridge-street 
Blackfriars,  and  of  all  Boooksellers. 
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To  all  Persons  of  Taste  intending  to  Visit  London. 


MECHI, 

Of  No.  4,  LEADENHALL  STREET,  near  Gracechorcr  Street,  LONDON, 
Has  long  been  renowned  throughout  the  civilised  world  for 

RAZORS,  STROPS,  CUTLERY  IN  GENERAL, 

NEEDLES,  DRESSING-CASES,  WORK-BOXES,  TEA-TRAY8,  AND  PAPIER 
MACHE  IN  ALL  ITS  VARIOUS  APPLICATIONS, 

AB  WELL  AS  EVERY  REQUISITE  FOE  THE  TOILET  AND  WORK-TABLE. 


His  well-known  Emporium  has  been  re-decorated  in  a style  suitable  to  t)ie  improved 
spirit  of  the  age,  and  has  received  an  accession  of  Stock  calculated  to  meet  the  extraordinary 
demand  which  lie  anticipates.  Among  the  sights  of  London,  none  are  more  interesting  and 
extraordinary  than  its  shops,  and  for  a combination  of  taste  and  elegance,  there  is  not  one 
more  conspicuous  than  Mechi’b.  Those  who  wish  to  see  the  Manufactures  of  England 
displayed  in  the  most  attractive  manner  must  not  omit  to  visit  Mechi’b,  where  they  will 
find  an  abundance  of  objects  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  every  class  of  purchasers. 
Catalogues  will  be  furnished  gratis,  or  sent  to  any  address  in  England,  post  free. 

4,  LEADENHALL  STREET,  NEAR  THE  INDIA  HOUSE. 


NICE-MARITIME. 

HOTEL  VICTORIA. 

BY  J.  ZICHITELLI, 

CROIX  DE  MARBItE,  JARDIN  DES 
PLANTES. 

This  Hotel  Is  delightfully  situated,  facing 
the  Sea,  and  possesses  a southern  aspect.  The 
accommodation  Is  of  a superior  quality,  and 
adapted  for  the  Nobility,  Families,  or  for 
Single  Travellers. 


ENGLISH  COOKERY. 


Now  ready,  with  100  Illustrative  Woodcut*. 
Post  Svo.  6s.  Strongly  bound. 

MODERN 

DOMESTIC  COOKERY. 

Founded  upon  principles  of  Economy 
and  Practical  Kkowlidgf.,  and  adapted 
for  Phivate  Families.  A New  Edition , 
most  carefully  revised  and  improved. 

JOHN  MURRAY,  Albemarle  Streit. 


TVfAPS  Published  under  the  super- 
-*-*•  intendence  of  the  SOCIETY  for  the 
DIFFUSION  of  USEFUL  KNOW- 
LEDGE, 9<1.  coloured,  6 <1.  plain,  each. 

The  whole  of  the  Maps  and  Plans  have 
lately  been  most  carefully  revised,  and  all 
the  recent  discoveries  added. 

The  ATLAS  COMPLETE,  161  maps  and 
51  plans  of  towns,  with  index,  plain,  in  t vol., 
half  morocco  or  ruasia,  61.17*.;  in  1 vol., 
half  morocco,  or  ruasia,  coloured,  91. 14s. 

The  LIBRARY  ATLAS,  containing  Eu- 
rope, Asia,  Africa,  America,  and  Australia, 
with  index,  in  1 vol.,  half  morocco  or  russla, 
plain,  51.  6s. ; coloured,  71.  7*. 

The  SCHOOL  ATLAS,  Modern,  21  maps, 
with  index  to  places,  half-bound,  plain,  18*.; 
coloured,  16*. 

The  INDEX  to  the  MAPS,  Atlas  size,. 
5s.;  in  8vo.  cloth,  6s. 

The  WORLD, on  theGNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION. plain,  3s. ; coloured,  4s.  6 d. 

GEOLOGICAL  MAP  of  ENGLAND  and 
WALES,  fully  coloured  by  hand,  6s. 

The  STARS  on  the  GNOMONIC  PRO- 
JECTION, plain,  8s.;  coloured,  6s.  Six 
maps,  larger  size,  plain,  16s. ; coloured,  11.  Is. 

ATLAS  of  INDIA,  20  coloured  maps, 
half-bound,  18s. ; circuit  leather,  16s. 

ATLAS  of  NORTH  and  CENTRAL 
AMERICA,  19  coloured  maps,  half-bound, 
17  s. 

MAP  of  ENGLAND  and  WALES,  on 
roller,  fully  coloured,  12*. 

The  MAP  of  LONDON,  corrected  to  the 
present  time,  price  1*.  plain ; ls.6ct,  coloured , 
3*.  bound  in  doth,  or  6*.  on  roller,  varnished . 

A Catalogue,  containing  the  whole  of  the 
maps,  can  bo  had  of  all  Booksellers. 

Purchasers  can  have  any  of  the  Maps  in 
case,  on  roller,  or  bound,  according  to  their 
order,  on  applying  to  the  Publisher. 

G.  Cox,  12,  King  William-street,  Strand, 
and  a Booksellers. 
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MALTA— EGYPT.— INDIA— IONIAN  ISLES. 

appointment 

OF 

THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  ADMIRALTY. 


H.  B.  Majesty’s  Steam  Packets,  possessing  every  requisite  accommodation  for  the 
comfort  of  passengers,  keep  up  a regular  Communication  between  England  and  India, 
vid  Marseilles,  Malta,  and  Alexandria,  twice  a Month. 

These  fine  Vessels  leave  Marseilles  for  Malta  on  the  9th  and  26th,  and  Malta  for 
Marseilles  about  the  12th  and  24th,  performing  the  passage  in  about  68  hours. 

On  the  13th  one  of  these  Packets  is  despatched  to  Alexandria  with  the  India  Mails  and 
passengers,  which  place  she  leaves  with  the  Homeward  Mail  and  passengers  about  the 
21st,  occupying  about  90  hours  in  the  voyage.  The  Packet  for  Marseilles  waits  her 
arrival,  also  one  of  the  Peninsular  Company’s  Boats,  to  convey  passengers  to  England  vid 
Gibraltar,  to  the  26th. 

IONIAN  ISLES. 

On  the  1st  and  13th  of  each  month  one  of  these  Packets  is  despatched  to  Corfu,  vid 
Cepbalonia,  Zante  and  Patras,  from  whence  passengers  can  proceed  to  Athens.  She 
remains  at  Corfu  four  days,  and  returns  (calling  at  the  above  ports)  to  Malta,  arriving  on 
the  10th  and  23rd,  in  time  to  secure  passages  to  England,  via  Gibraltar  or  Marseilles. 

Freights  on  Specie  in  accordance  with  Admiralty  regulation ; 1 per  Cent,  on  Silver, 
| on  Jewellery. 

Freight  on  Packages  and  Parcels  may  be  known  on  application  at  the  Agents’. 


Passages,  including  Wines,  a liberal  Table,  and  evert/  Expense. 


latClaaa. 

Female 

Servauta. 

2nd  Class. 

3rd  Class, 
if 

Victualled. 

3rd  Class, 
not 

Victualled. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Between  Malta  and  Marseilles 

8 2 

0 

00 

to 

0 

4 10 

0 

2 14  0 

n 

it 

Alexandria 

12  10 

0 

8 6 

8 

7 2 

0 

3 18  0 

2 17  0 

tj 

if 

Corfu  . . 

9 0 

0 

6 0 

0 

6 10 

□ 

1 17  6 

tt 

n 

Patras  . . 

7 0 

0 

4 13 

4 

4 10 

0 

1 16  0 

17  0 

And  the  intermediate  Ports  in  proportion. 


BOOKING  ACENTS. 


MARSEILLES — L.  Bouvet. 
ALEXANDRIA — Me.  Davidsok. 
BOMBAY — Tikes  Office. 

PARIS — A.  & W.  GixiQNASi. 
ATHENS— C.  Maboabetta,  Esq. 
MALTA— G.  Muib,  247,  Strada  Keale. 
ZANTE — W.  L.  Reynolds,  E»q. 


CEPHALONIA — Captain'  Lefochilo 
SINGAPORE— Mb.  Looan. 

PATRAS— T.  Woodley. 

ENGLAND  — Messrs.  G.  W.  Wheatley 
& Co.,  166,  Leadenhall  Street;  and 
C.  W.  De  Bebsabdy,  Esq.,  20,  John 
Street,  Adelphi,  London. 


Offices  will  be  shortly  Established  at  other  Ports. 

G.  MUIR, 

Booking  and  Superintending  Agent 
to  Her  Majesty’s  Packets  in  the  Mediterranean. 


N.B. — Passengers  leaving  England  by  the  P.  and  O,  Company’s  Steamer  from  South- 
ampton on  tBe  29th,  are  conveyed  on  to  Alexandria  by  H.  M.’e  Packet  leaving  Malta  on 
the  13th.  Mr.  Muib,  the  Agent,  will  be  on  board  to  tranship  their  luggage  and  give  them 
any  information.  There  Is  no  expense  attending  It. 


Digitized  by  Google 


MURRAY’S  HAND-BOOK  ADVERTISER. 


19 


B0UL0GNE-8UB-MEB.1 


BRIGHTON  FAMILY  HOTEL. 

This  large  and  delightfully  situated  Hotel  possesses  the  advantage  of  being 
close  to  the  Railway  Station.  It  is  surrounded  by  extensive  and  well-kept 
Pleasure  Grounds  and  Gardens,  to  the  extent  of  several  acres,  and  affords  a very 
agreeable  residence  either  for  a long  or  short  period. 

The  Farm  and  Gardens  yield  abundance  of  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Butter,  Milk, 
Eggs,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  Hotel.  There  is  a Tablo  d'Hote  at  Six  o'clock. 

CARRIAGES  ATTEND  THE  ARRIVAL  OF  THE  STEAMERS. 


MUNICH. 


HOTEL  MAULICH. 

BY  E.  MAULICH. 

'J’HIS  Hotel,  which  is  the  first  in  Munich,  is  situated  in  a central  and  most 
convenient  position  for  Visitors  to  this  renowned  seat  of  the  Fine  Arts. 

It  is  conducted  on  a most  liberal  scale,  and  the  Proprietor  leaves  nothing 
undone  which  a constant  personal  active  superintendence  can  effect,  to  ensure 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  Visitors.  It  has  been  honoured  with  the 
patronage  of  the  highest  personages  of  the  Continent  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Proprietor  begs  to  assure  those  who  may  honour  him  with  their  patronage 
that  they  may  rely  on  a continuance  of  his  endeavours  to  merit  the  same,  and  to 
maintain  the  reputation  of  his  Establishment. 


This  day,  fcap.  8vo,  Is.  6d. 

THE  ART  OF  DINING; 

OR,  GASTRONOMY  AND  GASTRONOMERS. 

Two  Essays,  from  the  “ Quartbbly  Rbvisw,”  revised,  with  Additions  by  the  Author. 

“ Among  the  many  distinguished  and  accomplished  persons  who  have  kindly  fallen  in 
with  the  humour  of  the  undertaking,  aud  have  supplied  the  writer  witli  valuable 
materials  in  the  shape  of  hints,  recipes,  and  illustrative  anecdotes,  he  deems  it  an 
imperative  duly  to  acknowledge  his  obligations  to  Count  d'Orsay,  Lord  Marcus  Hill,  the 
Right  Hon.  Colonel  Damor,  the  Hon.  W.  Stuart,  (attached  to  the  British  Embassy  at 
Paris,)  Sir  Alexander  Grant,  Bart,  Sir  H.  Hume  Campbell,  of  Marchmont,  Bart,  the 
Editor  of  the  ‘ Quarterly  Review,'  the  Author  of  the  ‘ Spanish  Handbook,'  Lady  Morgan, 
and  (last,  not  least)  the  Author  of  ‘ Stnart  of  Dunleith." — Author’s  Preface. 


JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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BLACK’S  GUIDE-BOOKS 

AND  TRAVELLING-MAPS  FOR  TOURISTS. 

“ They  should  find  a corner  In  the  portmanteau  of  every  person  about  to  undertake  a 
journey  of  pleasure  or  business,  either  in  England  and  Wales,  or  Scotland.”— John  Bull. 

" The  most  valuable  series  of  Picturesque  Guide  Books  issued  by  Messrs.  Black  of 
Edinburgh.  We  have  looked  carefully  through  the  volumes:  they  are  admirably  ‘got 
np the  descriptions  are  accurate,  and  remarkably  clear  and  comprehensive.  Altogether 
this  series  of  works  is  of  immense  value  to  Tourists.” — Art-Journal. 


In  a closely  printed  and  portable  volume,  price  10s.  6d, 

Black’s  Picturesque  Tourist  and  Road  Book  of 
England. 

With  26  Maps  and  Bail  way  Charts. 

Price  8s.  6d.  a Ninth  Edition  of 

Black’s  Picturesque  Tourist  of  Scotland. 

With  24  Maps,  Plans,  and  Charts ; and  50  Views  of  Scenery  and  Public  Buildings. 
Price  5s,  a Thibd  Edition,  of 

Black’s  Picturesque  Guide  to  the  English  Lakes; 

With  an  Essay  on  the  Geology  of  the  District,  by  Professor  Phii-lips  ; minutely 
accurate  Map  and  Charts;  and  Views  of  the  Mountain  Kanges,  and  other  Scenery. 

Price  5s,  beautifully  printed  and  illustrated, 

Black’s  Picturesque  Tourist  of  North  and  South 
Wales  and  Monmouthshire. 

Containing  minutely  engraved  Travelling  Maps,  Charts  of  the  Railways,  a Chart 
of  the  Course  of  the  River  Wye,  numerous  Views  of  the  Scenery,  engraved  on 
Wood  and  Steel,  and  a copious  Itinerary. 

Price  8s.  6d.,  a Fifth  Edition  of 

Black’s  Economical  Tourist  of  Scotland. 

Containing  an  accurate  Travelling  Map  and  Itinerary,  with  Descriptive  Notices  of 
all  the  remarkable  objects  along  the  several  roads,  and  Four  Engraved  Charts  of 
those  localities  which  possess  peculiar  historical  or  picturesque  interest. 

Price  2s.  6d,  a Srvexth  Edition  of 

Black’s  Guide  through  Edinburgh,  with  a Descrip- 
tion of  the  Environs. 

Illustrated  with  a Plan  of  the  City;  a Map  of  the  Country  Ten  Miles  round,  and 
numerous  Views  of  the  Public  Buildings  and  of  the  Neighbouring  Scenery. 

Prico  10s.  6d.,  a Third  Edition,  (800  pp,)  greatly  enlarged,  of 

Guide  to  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland, 
including  Orkney  and  Zetland. 

Witli  Directions  for  Visiting  the  Lowlands,  Tables  of  Distances,  Notices  of  Inns, 
and  other  Information  for  the  use  of  Tourists. 

By  GEORGE  & PETER  ANDERSON,  of  Inverness. 

11  An  original  and  solid  work,  which  tells  all  that  common  Guide-books  profess  to  tell,  but 
more  fully  and  with  better  arrangement.”— Spectator. 

“ Most  copiously  and  praiseworthily  minute.” — Athenaeum. 


A.  & C.  BLACK,  EDINBURGH  ; AND  SOLD  BY  ALL  BOOKSELLERS. 
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MURRAY’S 

HANDBOOKS  FOR  TRAVELLERS. 


JJANDBOOK  OF  TRAVEL-TALK,  in  four  Languages,  for  the  Use  of 

Englishmen  tbavellinq  Abroad,  ob  Eobki(inbb8  visiting  England.  l8mo,  6s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  MODERN  LONDON : a Complete  Guide  to  all 
Objects  and  Places  of  Interest  In  the  Metropolis.  Msps  and  Plans,  lGrao,  6s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  LONDON  : Past  and  Present.  An  Alphabetical 
Guide  to  the  Churches,  Antiquities,  History,  and  Associations.  Post  8vo,  16s. 

TJANDBOOK  TO  THE  ANTIQUITIES  IN  THE  BRITISH  MUSEUM. 

300  Woodcuts.  Post  8vo,  7s.  6d. 

JJANDBOOK  FOR  DEVON  AND  CORNWALL.  Maps.  Post  8vo,  6s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  NORTH  GERMANY  AND  THE  RHINE.— 

Holland,  Beloium,  and  Prussia.  Map.  Post  8ro,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  SOUTH  GERMANY  AND  THE  TYROL.— 

Bavaria,  Austria,  Salzburg,  Stybia,  Austrian  and  Bavarian  Alps,  and 
the  Danube.  Map.  Post  Svo,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  PAINTING. — The  German,  Flemish,  and  Dutch 
Schools.  Post8vo,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  SWITZERLAND.  — The  Alps  of  Savoy  and 
Piedmont.  Map.  Post  8vo,  10s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  FRANCE  AND  THE  PYRENEES.  — Normandy, 

Bbitanny,  The  French  Alps,  Dauphine,  and  Provence.  Maps.  Post  8vo,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  MADEIRA,  containing  Information  for  the  Tra- 
velleb  OB  Invalid  Visitob.  With  Woodcuts.  Post  8 vo,  8s.  6d. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  SPAIN. — Andalusia,  Ronda,  Grenada,  Catalonia, 

Galucia,  the  Basques,  Aubagon,  &c.  Maps.  Post  Svo,  16s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  PAINTING. — The  Spanish  and  French  Schools. 
PostSvo,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  NORTH  ITALY  AND  FLORENCE.— Sardinia, 
Genoa,  the  Riviera,  Lombardy,  and  Tuscany.  Maps.  Post  Svo,  12s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  CENTRAL  ITALY  AND  ROME.— The  Papal 
States,  and  Cities  op  Etruria.  Map.  Post  Svo,  16s. 

TJANDBOOK  OF  PAINTING. — The  Italian  Schools.  100  Woodcuts. 
2 vols.  Post  8vo,  24s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  THE  EAST. — Malta,  the  Ionian  Islands,  Greece, 

Turkey,  Asia  Minor,  and  Constantinople.  Maps.  PostSvo,  15s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  EGYPT. — The  Nile,  Alexandria,  Cairo,  Thebes, 
India,  &c.  Map.  Post8vo,  16s. 

TJANDBOOK  FOR  DENMARK,  NORWAY,  AND  SWEDEN.  Maps. 

Post  8vo,  12s. 

JJANDBOOK  FOR  RUSSIA  AND  FINLAND.  Maps.  Post  8vo,  12s. 
JOHN  MURRAY,  ALBEMARLE  STREET. 
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MR  MURRAY’S 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  PRESENT  SEASON. 


JOURNAL  OF  A WINTER’S  TOUR  IN  INDIA.  By  the 

Hon.  Capt.  FRANCIS  EGERTON,  R.N.  Woodcuts.  2 vols.  Post  8vo,  18s. 

STRIFE  FOR  THE  MASTERY.  Two  Allegories.  With 

Illustrations.  Crown  8vo. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA.  With  Notes  on 

Public  Subjects.  By  H.  SEYMOUR  TKEMENHEEHE.  Post  6vo,  10s.  Gd. 

GUSTAYUS  VASA,  King  of  Sweden:  his  Exploits  and 

Adventures.  With  Extracts  from  his  Correspondence.  Portrait.  8vo,  10s.  6d. 

THE  TEA  COUNTRIES  OF  CHINA  AND  INDIA,  in- 
cluding Scng-Lo  and  the  Ilonas.  Hills.  By  ROBERT  FORTUNE.  Map  and  Wood- 
cuts.  8vo,  ISs. 

LIVES  OF  LORDS  FALKLAND,  CAPEL,  AND  HERT- 

FORD. By  LADY  THERESA  LEWIS.  Portraits.  3 vols.  8vo,  42s. 

THE  CIVIL  GOVERNMENT  OF  MODERN  INDIA.  By 

GEORGE  CAMPBELL.  8vo,  16s. 

BUENOS  AYRES  AND  THE  PROVINCES  OF  THE  RIO 

DE  LA  PLATA;  erox  their  Discovert  and  Conquest  by  tiie  Spaniards  to  their 
Political  Independence.  By  SIR  WOODBINE  PARISH.  Second  Edition.  Plates. 
Svo,  Its. 

A MEMOIR  OF  BISHOP  STANLEY,  with  his  Addresses 

and  Charges.  By  Rev.  A.  P.  Stanley,  M.A.  Second  Edition.  8vo,  X0s.6d. 

MECHANISM  AND  VITAL  ENDOWMENTS  OF  THE 

HAND,  as  evincing  Design.  By  SIR  CHARLES  BELL.  Fijlh  Edition.  Portrait  and 
Woodcuts.  Post  Svo,  7s.  6d. 

LAVENGRO ; The  Scholar, — The  Gipsy, — and  The  Priest. 

By  GEORGE  BORROW,  Esq.  Portrait.  3 vols.  Post  8vo,  30s. 

HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND  AND  FRANCE  UNDER  THE 

HOUSE  OF  LANCASTER.  With  an  Introductory  View  of  the  Early  Reformation. 
8vo,  16s. 
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MR.  MURRAY'S  LIST  OF  PUBLICATIONS  — Continued. 


THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON’S  DESPATCHES  AND 

CORRESPONDENCE  during  his  various  Campaigns  in  India,  Denmark,  Portugal, 
Spain,  the  Low  CouNTr.iEg,  and  Fraxce.  Compiled  from  Official  and  other  Authentic 
Documents.  By  COLONEL  GURWOOD,  C.B.  A New  and  Enlarged  Edition,  8 vols. 
Svo.,  21a.  each. 

Tiie  Letters  and  General  Orders  copied  by  the  Deputy  Adjutant  General,  from  the 
original  Manuscripts  of  the  Duke  of 'Wellington,  when  commanding  in  India,  are  inserted 
according  to  their  respective  dates ; the  extracts  from  the  Instructions  for  the  Move- 
ments of  the  Army,  and  from  the  General  Orders  circulated  by  the  Quarter-Master 
General  and  Adjutant  General,  in  the  Peninsula,  France,  and  the  Low  Countries,  with 
other  new  Papers,  appear  for  the  first  time  in  this  Edition. 

A SELECTION  from  the  WELLINGTON  DESPATCHES, 

arranged  as  a convenient  Masual  op  Reference  fob  Officers  while  Travelling  or  on 
Service.  Svo,  18s. 

THE  FIRST  YEARS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  WAR. 

1763 — 80.  By  LORD  MAHON.  2 vols.  8vo,  30s. 

THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  GEORGE  GRENVILLE, 

and  ms  Brother,  Earl  Temple,  their  Friends  and  Contemporaries.  From  the 
Archives  at  Stowe.  2 vols.  Svo,  32s. 

GROTE’S  HISTORY  OF  GREECE.  Continued  to  the 

Accession  of  Philip  of  Macedon,  R.c.  403-359.  Maps.  2 vols.  8vo,  32s. 

FARINI’S  HISTORY  OF  THE  ROMAN  STATE, 

1815-50.  Translated  by  the  Right  Hon.  W.  E.  GLADSTONE,  M.P.  Vol.  3.  Svo,  12s. 

PARIS  IN  185!.— A FAGGOT  OF  FRENCH  STICKS. 

By  SIR  FRANCIS  HEAD.  Second  Edition.  2 vols.  Post  8vo,  24s. 

A MANUAL  OF  FIELD  OPERATIONS,  for  the  Use  of 

Officers.  By  LIEUT.  JERVIS,  Royal  Artillery.  Post  Svo,  9s.  6d 

Dr.  SMITH’S  SMALLER  CLASSICAL  DICTIONARY, 

for  Young  Persons.  Abridged  from  the  larger  Works.  With  200  Woodcuts.  Crown 
Svo,  10s.  6d. 

THE  DANES  AND  NORWEGIANS  in  England,  Scotland, 

and  Ireland.  By  J.  J.  A.  WORSAAE.  Woodcuts.  Post  Svo,  10s.  Gd. 

LIFE  OF  THOMAS  STOTHARD,  R.A.  With  Personal 

Reminiscences.  By  Mas.  BRAY.  Portrait  and  Engravings.  Fcp.  4to,  21s. 
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LEE'S 

Polyglot 

Washing 

Books, 

2’o  save  Travellers 
e trouble  of  trans- 
lating their  Washing 
Bills) 

FOB  -LADIES. 

Ditto 

FOR  OENTLEMEN. 

English  it  French. 
English  it  Italian. 
English  Jt  German. 
English  it  Spanish. 
English  it  Fsrtuguese. 
ls.jeach. 


Ambassadors’  Signatures  obtained 
to  British  Secretary  of  State’s  Pass- 
ports, at  one  Shilling  each. 


The  latest  editions  of  all  Murray's 
Hand-Books  ; which  can  generally  be 
supplied  when  out  of  print  and  not  to 
be  obtained  elsewhere. 


Couriers,  or  Travelli.no  Servants, 
can  be  obtained  at 


Foreign  Letter 
Paper, 

Extra  Large  Sits, 
VERY  THIS, 

Is.  per  Quire. 

TELESCOPES 

LUGGAGE 

LABELS. 

Door  Fasteners. 

Poclcet  Compasses. 

Leather 

Money-Bags. 


JOHN  LEE’S  GUIDE  DEPOT 

440,  WEST  STRAND, 

TWO  DOORS  WEST  OF  LOWTUKR  ARCADE, 

Where  an  extensive  Collection  of  Guides,  Hand-Books,  Maps,  Dictionaries  in  all 
Languages,  and  Interpreters  useful  for  Travellers  upon  tho  Continent  or  elsewhere,  and 
every  information  concerning  Passports,  can  be  obtained. 

MURRAY’S  HAND-BOOKS,  rendered  convenient  Pocket-Books  by  J.  Lee’s  limp 
Morocco  binding,  at  2s.  additional  charge. 


MOROCCO  and  RUSSIA  PORTABLE  ROLL-UP  CASES  containing  every  essential 
lor  Writ ino.  

fifloort’S  ©trman  interpreter, 

With  the  exact  Pronunciation  in  English  on  a separate  column,  price  5s.  cloth,  6s.  in  leather.  | 


Bradbury  & Evans,  Printers,  Whitefriars. 


Digitized  by  Google 


RECENT  VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


ENGLAND,  SCOTLAND,  AND  IRELAND,  including  the  channel 

ISLANDS  AND  THE  ISLE  OF  MAN.  By  sir  CiKonon  II had.  Foil  Svo,  12*. 
GOTHIC  ARCHITECTURE  IN  FRANCE.  By  Taos.  Uvkersley.  Svo,  12,. 
A RIDE  through  FRANCE  AND  SWITZERLAND.  ByaLAnv.  2 vols. 

post  Svo,  IS*. 

A SKETCH  OF  MADEIRA  ; containing  Information  for  the  Traveller  or  the 
Invalid  Visitor.  By  UdwaAd  Vernon  IIaui-oukt.  Map  and  Woodcuts.  Dost 
Svo,  Sr  (id. 

A PHYSICIAN’S  HOLIDAY,  or  a Month  in  Switzerland.  By  John 
Forbes,  M. D.  I’oit  Svo. 

WANDERINGS  in  the  PYRENEES.  By  T.  Clifton  Paris.  Woodcuts.  Post 
Svo,  10/.  lid. 

BUBBLES  from  the  BRUNNEN  of  NASSAU.  By  an  Old  Man.  i6mo,  5r. 

AUSTRIAN  LOMBARDY  & BAVARIA.  By  John  Barrow.  Post  Svo,  10/.  lid. 

HUNGARY  it  TRANSYLVANIA.  By  John  Paort.  3 vols.  8vo,  24/. 

DALMATIA  AND  MONTENEGRO.  By  Sir  J.  G.  Wilkinson.  2 vols.  8vo,  42/. 

ETRURIA ; ITS  CITIES  AND  CEMETERIES.  By  George  Dennis; 
Plates.  2 vols.  8vo,  42/. 


MONASTERIES  OF  THE  LEVANT.  By  lion.  Robert  CimioN.  Woodcuts. 
Post  8vo,  15/. 


THE  IONIAN  ISLANDS,  ATHENS,  and  the  MOREA.  By  Edward 

Gifkahd.  Post  8vo,  12/. 

ATTICA  AND  ATHENS.  By  Ilev.  Dr.  Wordsworth.  8vo,  12/. 

A FIRST  AND  SECOND  EXCURSION  IN  ASIA  MINOR.  By  s,n 
Charles  Fellows.  Plates.  2 vols.  imp.  Svo. 

RESEARCHES  IN  ASIA  MINOR.  By  tv. L Hamilton.  Plates.  2 vols. 8vo,  38*. 
NINEVEH  AND  ITS  REMAINS.  By  A.  H.Lavard.  Woodcuts.  PostSvo. 

ARABIA  PETR/EA,  anil  MOUNT  SINAI.  By  m.  l«on  db  Larorde. 

Plates,  Kvo,  18/. 


CAIRO,  PETRA,  and  DAMASCUS.  By  J.  G.  Kinnear.  Tost  8vo,  9/. Cd. 

. 

TRAVELS  IN  TURKEY:  By  Charles  Mac  Farlank.  2 vols.  8vo,  28/. 

THE  GEOLOGY  OF  RUSSIA  IN  EUROPE  AND  THE  URAL 

MOUNTAINS.  By  Sin  It.  Murchison.  Slops,  &c.  2 vols.  4to. 


S>  p.Vmtcr,  1851. 
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MURRAY’S  TRAVELLER’S  LIBRARY. 


Books  that  you  may  carry  to  the  fire  and  hold  readily  in  your  hand,  are 
the  most  useful  after  all.  A man  will  often  look  at  them,  and  be  tempted  to 
j jo  on,  when  he  would  have  been  frightened  at  booh  of  a larger  size  and  of  a 


more  erudite  appearance.— Dr.  Johnson. 


THE  HOME  AND  COLONIAL  LIBRARY. 

(COMPLETE  IN  37  VOLS.) 


List  op  Works  included  in  the  Series. 


Borrows  Bible  in  Spain. 

Heukr’s  Journals  in  India. 

InBr  and  Mangles’  Holy  Land. 
Drtbkwater's  Siege  of  Gibraltar. 
Hat’s  Morocco  and  the  Moors. 
Letters  from  the  Baltic. 

The  Amber  Witch. 

Southey's  Cromwell  and  Bunyan. 
■Meredith’s  New  South  Walks. 
LrFE  of  Sir  Frances  Drake. 

• Father  Bipa's  Court  of  Peking. 
Lewis's  West  Indies. 

Malcolm’s  Sketches  of  Persia. 
The  French  in  Algiers. 

^'Irving’s  Bracebridge  Hall. 
Darwin’s  Naturalist's  Voyage, 
ue  Fall  or  the  Jesuits. 

hob’s  Life  op  Conde. 
orhow's  Gypsies  of  Stain. 
Seville's  Marquesas  Islands, 
ivonian  Tale3.  By  a Lady. 
IissioNAiiY  Life  in  Canada. 
Sale’s  Brigade  in  Affouanistan. 
Letters  from  Madras. 

St.  John’s  Highland  Sports. 


I ill 


Forming  a compact  and  portable  work,  the  hdk  of  which,  does  not  exceed  the 


W compass  of  a single  shelf,  or  of  one  trunk,  suited  for  all  classes  and  all  climates 
jjt  — of  which  the  interest,  value,  and  popularity  are  not  likely  to  he  impaired  by 
? lapse  of  time. 


Head’s  Pampas  Journeys. 

Ford’s  Spanish  Gatherings. 

The  Two  Sieges  of  Vienna. 

Sketches  of  German  Life. 
Melville’s  South  Seas. 

Gleig’s  Battle  of  Waterloo. 
Edward’s  Voyage  up  the  Amazon. 
Milman’s  Wayside  Cross. 

Acland’s  Customs  of  India. 

Gleig’s  Campaigns  at  Washington. 
Ruxton’s  Mexican  Travels. 
Carnarvon’s  Portugal  and  Galicia. 
Gleig’s  Life  of  Lord  Clive. 
Hayoartu’s  Bush  Life. 

Steffens’  Personal  Adventures. 
Tales  of  a Traveller. 

Campbell’s  Essay  on  Poetry. 
Mahon's  Historical  Essays. 

Stokers  and  Pokers — High-Ways 
and  Dry- Ways. 

St.  John’s  Libyan  Desert. 

Sierra  Leone,  By  a Lady. 

Gleio’s  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Musno. 
Srr.  Fowkll  Buxton’s  Memoirs, 
Irving’s  Life  of  Goldsmith. 


September,  MSI. 


*„*  Volumes  may  be  had  separately. 


